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March 20th, 1924

Mr. Mark E. Ragsdale,
Brownwood,
Texac=s,

Dear Sir:

of the 10th instant, enclosit
statement concerning your

the location of certain ®
east part of Brown County, e
was to ded€imine or vexify th

of the NV ! of Section/4, Certds 21/642,
HT&B Rwy Co, as syfveyed by you in 1920, and re-
ferred tc in my 1eNt®x oNOctober 29th, 1923.

If I unde
it seems that you hav
tigation on the groly
of the wxk heretofo

report correctly
de any recent inves-
; t, with the exception
dorfe by you in conmnection

with yot W 4 of Ho. 4, the princi-
pal pArt of rt is based on the field notes
of shraey 20r@, in the County Surveyor's Of-
fice, and : ou Xocate Surveys Nos. 1, 2, and 3,
HT&B Rwy Cy ¥ in your plat according to the
calls in - d notes of Survey No. 1 for creek
crossing negar #he) SE corner and the call in No. 3

for the SE/cefner to be 75 varas North of the SV core’

) 8 McAllison Survey, which you seem to
consider as contrelling calls. In this connection
it is noted that when you were surveying the BW 4 of
No. 4 you found the branch called for in field notes
of No. 1 to be 1311 varas (instead of 1205) South of
its NE cornmer, where a fence crosses same, claimed
as the Vest line of the W. J, Mitchell Survey, how-
ever, there is nothing to show that this fence is cor-
rectly placed on that line, hence there a 8 some
uncertainty as to the correctness of the k crossing
at this place. %

In regard to the call in the d notes
of Wo. 3 for its SE cormer to be in the West line of
the MecAllison Survey 75 varas North of its SY corner,

Corendiy /6434



#2 w=== Mark E. Ragsdale.
%

will say that by comparison of the combined dise-
tances lﬂ!th and ln'-nih. giﬂn in the field notes
of B Nos. 1 with the
[ of G hatbes ol Mitchell
noted that the SE corner of
8 North of the SW corner of
Survey tead of 75 varas as called,
80 be no
field no
corner of ' No. 2 will

. plnt at NE corner
: ritten into the deseription

SE corner a; Iln 3. \Ihis theory is borne out

by the ecall in the f '8 pf Survey No. O made

ﬁ spiie date, which calls for
of the McAllison to the NE

corne SE/corner of No. 3, just as

sha

7 in view of this apparent error
#and the 1 the passing call for creek cross-
~ing above 0, I am of the opinion that neither

; 11e be considered as locative or con-
/ trolling in )estgblishing the boundaries of Surveys Nos.

[ 3q 8, and 3

!

If you should have occasion to make further
m-tmtiﬁ on the ground, and ahould find any facts
that would help clear up this matter, I would be glad
to have yuu’r report on same.

Yours very truly,
Eﬁnh“i.nﬂ'
| 3

X

Clark/e
Enec

g (ff'-.'.’-f.-#r_,_f;' \
&35
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Brownwood, Téxas, March 10, 1924.

Hon.J. T.Robis=on, Com. of General Land Office,
Austin, Téxas.
Dear Sir:=

IThave before me your letter of October 29th, 1923, touching
the locatiag of the northwest 1/4 of Section ¥o. #, Certificate No.
21/642 as located by the H. T. & B. B. R. R.Co. which I surveved for
Mr. Daniel Ford,

Il also have the map and letter sent to you by the "State Sur-
veyor® tpuching a survey made for Hibbs, part of the same section Yo .4.

I.send you herewith a sketch of that country, showing dates
of surveys, by whom made and their connections, which{l feel sure if
you will look into and consider you will agree with me or at least
see that I am not such a sinner as others would have me be, and which
sketch, I have made from surveys actually made by me and froﬁ the re-
cords of my office, not from fotten sticke found, ™ which are gaid

to be the corner treeg".

My records show that the W. J. Mitchell Fos. 4 and 6,
the Joseph McAllister, the Augustus Sullivan and Jesse Dickinson .
were located by Wm. Armstrong in May 1854.

Wm. Armstrong wes & good surveyor and his lines and corners
can be found where ever he made them; which were along a broken line
as he ran through the country. He noted branches, springs and other
natural objects, a5 well as the tops of hills, divides, etc. But no
man has ever found one of his corners off of these lines; for instance,
no one has ever found & corner, of any of that ETB. B. & C. R. R. Co.=
surveys located by him except those on the line of the Dickinson,
which West line proceeds north as far as I have ever gone along same,
but nothing off of this line, and I have never found one of his sur-
veys short. ALl of that B.B.B. & C. work, along this one asid line
15 2 mile and 70 vre. =2 mile and 70 vre, as far north ae I have
traced it: also, the north line of the No. 4 B. B.B. & C: R« R.Co. (a
common line of the Dickinson is too long) and the ﬁickinson shows by

subdivisions to be too long. I surveyed the north line of No. 1

Loundlen 16637



Page Fo. 2.

Hi. T. & B. R.R. Co. along the Dickinson, but I do not ﬁéw remember its
Ilength; but I feel sure not too short.

You will please note that No. 1, B. B.B. & C% R. R. Co. calls
to begin 727 vrs. west of the southeast corner of the Dickinsmon ; calls
for bearings and the "foot of divide". Thence weét 1901 (gives bearings
for the common corner of it and'No 4 aéfdall 0. K.) Thence South 1901,
Thence east 1901 to stone mound on West side of "divide". Thence north
1901 to the begimming. He calls for cood corners on the south of said
No. 1l and 4 and 2 and 3 of this Bleek but none have ever been found so
far ag I am ah%e to find out. I ﬂave never fdund them and I have hunted
faithfully. These four were located by Wm. Armstrong in 1860.

Please note that No. L,H. T. & B. R.R. Co. Survey,begins at
the N. W. corner of the* . Mitchell No. 6, on the South line of the
Sullivan; Thence west 2930 vrs. to a stone mound at the foot of the
" divide ™, the north east corner of Wo. 1,B. B. B. & C4R. R. Co.

Thence South 1235 vrs. to = stake (/ nothing more.) THence Bast
2930 vrs. to a stake in the west line of the Miltchell.

Thence north 310 vrs. cross branch, 1235 vrs. to the begina
ning. The branch is trere and I found while surveying for Mr. Ford, that
it is 1311 vrs. to the beginning from the corner 30 vrs. south of the
only branch on the west line of the McAllister or Mitchell, and the
lande sare fenced and occcupied in accordance with same.

I would not have you think that McMillion surveyed this land;
he d4id not, only on paper. He got this branch call and that " foot of
divide " talk from Wm.Armstrong'ses notes.

Yo. 2 of the same Block calls to begin at the southeast cor.
of Yo. 1; Thence south 1235 vrs. to- & stake and P. 0. bearings which
I failed to find, Thence west 2930 vre. to a stcke in the east line
of No. 2,B. B.B. & Cx C. R. R. Co. Armstrong culls for the ™ side of
the divide," so McMillion thinks he is safe in doing =o.

Thence north 665 vre. past the corner of Noe. 1 & 2, which
can't be done if he begen the survey 1311 vrs. south in place of the
call 1235 vre. from the Sullivan south line; and‘I235 ta  the 8. W. cor.
of Yo. l:!ThEKGE east 2930 vres. to beginning.

¥Wo. 3 cells to begin @t a stske in the East line of B. B.B.
& C Yo. 2 and the south weet corner of No. 2 of this Block, Thence
South 1235 vre. to & stone mound at the ""foot of divide #» (&nd noth-
ing more) Thence east 2930 vrs. to a styﬁe in the West line of the

J . McAllister, "75 vre. North of the South West Cor. of same.” I shall
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Page Yo. 3.
tHank you to note that it is a stoke 7% vrs. north and not "™ an old

Stone mound " 184 vrs. north of the McAllister southwest corner," thst

the original field notes call for.

I had that 184 vrs. discase myself for a while but finally re-
covered when I found it would not work.

Fo. 4 begine at a stzke (hot @ stone mound) in the Bast line
of lc. 2 B. B. B. & C. R. R. Co. and the sautfweﬁt corner of this Block,
but let it go glon;’&cund it cuts no tce.) Thence aouth; ""at 95 vrs.
pess the south easticorner of said No. 2 " Armestrong's field notes would
maKe 12,9? VIS . gnd MeMillion is 76 vrs. south of what hie field notes
call by reason of the excess in Vo. 1 of this Block, even if there bg no
other excess in the width of either 2 or 3. The truth is, neither of the

Armstrongs or McMillion were ever anywhere about this broken, shinnery
ccvereq’racky mountain; everything shows they were guessing. Indians were
here in thosé days and those men 4id not need to go into the roughs; 1995
vre. to a stake and L. 0. bearings 14 inches and 10 itchea,lﬁzére never

: , place.
has been_%?gﬁiearing about th;@’land there is no reason why those trees
caennot be foﬁnd, had they ever been there. 1 have spent more than a day
looking for them. I feel sure they never were there.

Thence Bast 1822 1/2 vrs. to a stone mound P. O. 14" 5. 37 B.

9 1/2 vrs. Do. 12" ¥. 39 W. 13 ves. THis corner was fudged in by some
surveyor and all the property holdings go from it. I accepted it because

it would have created trouble with everyone for a mile around; so0 I accept-

ed and marked allthe bearings, except the P. 0. stump, if I had made it,

1 would have set it irn"the correct spot. I think this corner was made by the

surveyor gent by the R. RE. Co. from Pallae to survey Fo. 9 and perhaps
No § for the purpose of sale. As it ie, it will hurt ne one .
1 o
Thence Eortg;_{ﬁnnt F.-17' Wi).1995 vre. to a stake in the

South Line of No. Qfand ezlles for no other survey either at the north

east or south east, the stateément of the state Surveyor to the  contrary
notwithstanding. The east line of No. 4 cannct be shoved over by Yo. 9
a8 shown on his map. I found by actual measure on the ground that;th;t

% 0ld Stone Mound made .for the morth west cormer of No. 9" was 1110 vrs.

west of the west line af the McAllister; and you will note that neither

4 nor 9 call for this Great Stone Mound; :also , the fence line proceeding

southwsrd from the szid 0ld Stone lound runse 5. 1~19' East which is sup-

posed by Hibbe %o bethe Weest line of No. 9. While I was there trying to

Louniin 16637
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Page No. 4.
figure out what the trouble was, Hibbe told me he did not want to go Bast
ef that fence beczuce it belonged to "Uncle Dawe Wagner". That is the .

reason the "0ld Etone Vound"was found there.

About No. 9 B.T. R.R.Co. aurvey; it calls for Ho. 4 H. T & ﬁ
and for nothing else for the two first calle (which No. 4, @oee not csll for
sald No. 9 at all) therefore No. 9 carnot fix anything about ¥No. 4. Thence
north 1995 vrs. to the north east corner of said No..4, ThHemce East 1007-
1/2 vrs. (000 vrs. short) to the south eaest corner of Fo. 3 anéd the weet
line of the MchAllister. Please note that H;l j southeast corner is fixed
2t 79 wvre. north of ssid southweet corner of McAllister: Thence south
184 +vre. to said South weet corner. But it is only 75 vrs. and is a good
corner. I have seen the stone mound in the little prarie. Suppose you
were to back out from thé northweet corner of the Mitchell Np. 4,(The State
Surveyor 1s correct when he said thet ie the best corner in the country,
which wne wede by Armstrong, however, in 1854 not by McMillion in 1870,)
788 vrs. to the point in the field and prairie, the southwest corner of

the McAllister . Then north 184 wre. to thet very "0ld Stone Mound" ((which

was not there when I was surveying for Fn:qjand ¥o. 9 gg%%_ﬁgi %Eé} £££L
You would cut 109 wvre. off of the south side of ¥go. 3 when No. 9 now has
more land than 640 acres. |

There is only one correct way to locate Yo. 4 H. T. & B. Swvey and
that 18 from the southwest cor. of ¥o. 3 of the szme Block.

T6 do this No. 3 must be located either by going to the northweet
eorner of ¥No. 1, this th& end the north Bast Cor. of No. %’B. B. B. &0
R.R.Co. and run south, disregarding everything to a point west of the scuth
eact corner of said No. 3 and then begin at said No. 3 South east cormer

(& point 75 vrs. north of the southwest cor. of the McAllister run west to

an intersection, or revefse the opperation. Eemember there never was an
————-_"__'-.'

original corner of this Block of Surveys, south of the J. Dickinson line

on the Weet side of said Block.

I desire to say thet it gives me genuine pleasure to refer yvou
to the Land Office map, a copy of which you sent me, dated 1910, which
showe the Southesst cors of No. 3 =75 vre. north and not 184 vrs. from the
correr in the prairié.

Igewize to say, further, thet I have surveyed across those mountains
firom the west line of the McAllister twice, besides what I have done abong

the line of the Dickineon, Sullivan and Mitchell No. 6 and I never have

failed to find an excess.

Lrenilin /6640
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To .,t.ate that to "Begin at the corner st—tke—cssner Df the
Mirchell No. 4 the Walnut corner and Eveg thing will fit® is what

I would call Jozeph Weldon Bailey Bunk. Lock at the South line of
said No. 4 and the Forth line of No. §, the same line; can it be
1822-1/2 and 1859 vrs. and be all right? ar‘;“*t

At tre common line of Nos/ 8 & 9, it cannot be both 1895-1/2
and 1859 vre. at the ssme time. The north line of To. 9 cannot be both

Tafal fength

1995-1/2 and 1895-1/2 vrhif.184 varae ie not equal to 75 wvrs., also
to say that he reaﬂ}iéd the East 1ine of ¥No 2.B. E.B. & C. Co. when he
admitsthat he wae 1?0 vre. shy for No. 3¥. ¥. & BY and that héﬁﬁy;w
no fiel—d notes for eitler ﬁdm-ﬂ- No. 2 or No. 13 K. T. BL.R. Co./
appe*ra to me to be & demonstretion of nerve, gsll, ignorsnce and pre=-
aumptwn arﬁ such a 5ta.temer*‘t would not st=nd the test in & back woods

- 8 gﬂurt, let_.nlc-ne a court of proper jurisdiction. No Surwveyer

CErn flnd gtakes, artificial mou inds, lines and corners where they

never existed. M.‘—Iﬂl—‘-\’ ‘&-n.« AMMU ]Md ﬁ

If there b8 an error at all in the location of the north

weest 1/4 of sald Fo. 4, and I think there i= not, it is too far Bast.
o
The only trouble I see about the Hibh%‘west 1/4 of Yo. 4,

E.T. &B. B. R.R. Co. i8, 1%t is 124 wrs. top far north.

Your frimﬂ%éﬂ&k

I remain very truly,

Covwndin /669l
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