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' - Report on aireﬁurvef
of certain lands in Block H-H,Blk 1,I%GN Ry.Co.
Surveye 1 & 2 Block T.M.
and down the Pecos River from Pontoon,
in Crockett County,Texas
By R.S.Ded
Licensed Land Surveyor
March 1221,

Dh%ﬁﬁt of Survey.

(1) To locate on the ground@he relative position of surveys in Blk 1,

I&:N Ry.Co.and in Bl  H-H,and determine the confliet hetween the
surveys in these Blocks,in the O0.W.Parker pasturs,

(2) To locate on the ground and determine the acreage of two tracts of un-
surveyed land,supposed to lie between Bloecksl3 & 14 U.L.for survey of
which tracts of land application had been made by T.J.Murphy.

(3) As a necessary preliminary,to locate on the ground,from the original

corners and calls,and find the relative position of Blks 13 & 14 U.L.

Blk B2,Blk A,Blk P.P.,Blk H-H,and Blk 1 I&GN,and the actual course of

the Fecos River through these Blocks ,and the relative position,to all
these Blocks,of the old Pontoon Bridge.

Authority for the survey.
Request for a survey made to me as Licensed Land surveyor » by Mpr,0.W,
Parker,owner or lesse of lands in Blk H-H and Bl¥ P I8
Application for a survey of the unsurveyed tracts of Public Free Schol
land in his enclosure,made to me as Licensed Land Surveyor under in-
aturction from the Commissioner of the General Land Offlce,by Teds
" Murphy,renewed after lapse of statutory time on account of my in-
ability to reach the work.

Data for the raéurvey.

O0fficial County ilap of Crockett County ,dated 1920,from Gen.Land Office,
Field notes of the surveys in question taken by personal inspection,from
the Archives of the Gen.Land Office.
Working sketch,Part of Upton & Crockett Cos.Mar.1907,from Gen.Land 0fflic:s
2 2 o T840 : May 16 1218 <L
» ’ o Pecos Co. Aug 1915 LA
. s s . Crockett Co. Oct.1912,
Map & Report of connection from Pontoon to Blks 13&14 U.L. Oet, 1907 by
Frank Friend,Co,Sur.Crockett Co.from Gen,Land Office.
lap and report of Neylands run from Pontoon to S5.E.cor 4 M, K&T.
Map and ranrt on survey of Pecos river made by me as State Sur.1918
e . - i from Grierson Spring to U.L.Blocks made by me
as State surveyor July #if.1919
" on survey rotracing Neylands run made by me as State Sur ih
1911 for the K.C.M.&%& O,Ry.

"

lethod of Survey. '
\ Transit and 3tadla.Course checked by needle readinga.

I had made a number of ohservations for true meridian at d4ifferent
times and at various points in the Pecos River country and the needle
reading of 10%41'E in 1917 now 10°43'E,was accepted,

This fits fairly well on R.M.Thomsons string of corners from Grierson
Spring,whers we had a seven mile run over his marked line,and thlis was
‘used for lines in Blk 13 Ul.and connected Blocks. . VaL

But it was found in 1911 and on this survey that Blk 14 U.L.requiree
a preater variation to run lines between the orig N.E.& S.d.sur. 1 and . cori=
nect with mound at S.W.sur 15.It regquires 0°23'more or a var.of 11°03'E
1A% E 3n 191105 ;

5,A,Thompson calls for var 10°E in his survey of Archer Co.School lnds
and connected surveys,and ge found the actual course hetween his cedar stk
and 3 rocks at N.E.Wiley #d the 3'rock at N.W,same survey,a run of twe
miles,required a reading of 10°08'E on this survey.

It is unfortunate that theee connecting and adjacent Blocks should 4if-
fer in course,as it adds to the general copfusion and increases thes chance
of error in resurvey and adjustment of conflicts, But I don't see how p i
can be avolded.

‘The I&GN surveys neRexputxim marthxandxzamghr run a long distance
north and south, through many adjacent blocks on both sides of the river,
they must be consistent throughout,and in the absence of original footstepe
to show the actual course used,they, were put in on true north and south
lines. '

Block H-H has no corners buf calls for S.A.Thompsons survey and runs
on the line betwgen his corners.There is a serious conflict between Blx
H-H and Blk 1l,so that the mimﬂr_digferannas due to variation are immate-
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rial as to acreage,

The north line of sur 52 Blk H-H does not quite reach the south line
of Blk 13 U.L.so the question of variation does not enter,except as it
affects the lMcLaughlin survey,which geema to be a chimney corner location.

S0 that ,although it is impoesible to harmonize the variationa of the
different older Blocks,this will affect only the more recent intervening
surveys. . -

A variation of 10°43'E was adopted as the true course and the dAiverg-
ence from this course is noted in the calls for lines as run,in the Wari-
ous Blocks,

It was impossible to mark this change of course on all the lines of
the conflicting surveys in Blk H-H and Blk 1l,on the map,but it is given
in the corrected field notes ,and marked on the principal Block lines on
the map,and the calculations of acreage in conflict based on it.

»

Beginning Point.

N

Blk 1 I&GN, 0Old4d Pontoon Bridge.
Original N.B.89 &N.E.681(Richt bank)

The surveys on the lefg§ bank (Crockett Co.)mhave the sams meandess as
the surveys on the west side.They call for the Pecos Spring corner by
name,and deseribe the large creek at N.E. corner 55 ,so that the adjust-
ment of the width of river surveys from N.E. 79, E ,side, and N.E.,89 W,
aide,down the river ,will follow the adjustment on the west side,riven
in 1list of actual meanders in my report 19218 ,

Right at the start we run up against one of Nelson's paper correction:
an 4 several of Will Bonnel's attempts teo correct the o0ld Kamechler sur=
vey,These patented corrections may hold so far as owner ship is concerned
but no patents can move the Pecos River. Consequently we have ,inalmost
all eases followed the original Kuechler notes where the asctual riwer or
8ignes of the old channel showed them to be corrasct, .

Blk, H=H calls for S.,A.Thompson's N.W. corner found on the groundand ha
no gornersocf its own, _

Block 13 U.L.original N,E. and N,W, cors. SUr,8 fuund on ‘the ground,

Block V.2 begins on Bloock 13 no corners of its own,

Block 14 U.,L. original N.E, and S.E. cors.Sur 1 foun on the ground.

EBElock P.P., begine on Block 18 no cors of its own.

Blook A,begins on Bloock 14 no cors of its own.

History of Sufvey. w/ﬁﬂ.

We went to the N.W. cor. Sur 2 Hre., J.Wiley, pointed out to us
by Mr.Parker. There was a low cedar covered hill alittle south of east
and a windmill N.E. aboat 350 varae.

. Mr Parker had lived for some years near this corner an dhad
known 1t for over 20 years . He located it by the hill snd windmill as
the same corner he had known so long .He stated that MR.Friend had tied
this corner to corners east and south andhad accepted it as ofiginal,

The call is for a cedar stake and three rocks , He found the 3
rocks ,one broken into ,but the stake was gone. The rocks appeared to hae
have been 1n place for a long time .NO rocks of any kind nearer than the
cedar hill ,about 1/4 mile, y

Starting from this as the N.E. cor Sur2 ,we ran west, and at
3805 vrs rsached a point 38 vrs north of a large rock set on end with
several rocks around it ,evidently an old corner ,in the brush on the slep
slope of a low ridge, corresponding to Thompson's deasckiption of his N.W,
Wiley, with an excess in westing @f 18 vrs and a course of 10° 0 8' or-
iginal c¢all 10* in 1881 , P : ;

From thie original ¥.W. cor 3 ,we ran west , at 704 vrs past
an old rock mnd 37 vrs south .W_ could not accept this as the original Th
Thompson ocorner as it is some 27° off course ,and, as shown laterp is,
[reiably,one of a line of moundaims® s2t by Thomson MeDonnald. S.4A. Thom-
pom’a work 18 often excessive in distance but true to course,

ON west ,at 3292 vrs we reach Aistance galled for north line 5“;’

Sur % &t a point on a s-11d rock bluff on west edge of draw at east foot. !
of mesa slope,Un west ,ot %179 vre past 80 vra north of &?igégﬁEEEfEEﬂ‘#éﬁrp
—aupponad to be T HcDﬁﬁEIﬁTE“HTE:"EgWL On west ,18591 wyrs - rs8 in all, jﬁ

set rek mrd in flat for N.W, 88 and N.E.70 Jane Watson. From which Rim §
of Bluff south of N.W. 79 bears N 85*15' W, E point of another rim b!ar!‘??
N 53%45' W, Windmill brs south 85°50'E 518 vrs ., #

: ON west , at 1208 vrs sBet stake and mndi for S.E. 29 , Onwest
391,5 vrs ,1599,5 inall, set rck mnd on N bank of a dry creek at the mid-
dls point of nbl 70, for the K.E, eor of W+1/2 of sur 70.

Then we turn south and ran 2258 vre and set a large mesguite
stake at middle point of sbl 70 ,(Mr,Parker owns ¥, 1/2 70)¥
REturning to the stake set in the nbl 70 for the S,E. corf9,
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gan north (10*08'E var,) 1800 vrs and set mnd for N.W. 84 ,fron which #im
rock brs N 7°30'E ,upper rim ,west of trail ,brs N,50°50' W ., T

Thence we ran east ,at 895 crassed a ridge ,at §°00vrs ,half way
nose of high ridge,sat large white rock for corner , N.E. 24 ,from which
X eut on ledre brs N,2 vrs , .

On North at 483 vrs reached point on high mesa ridge at sdge, of .
deep canyon ,turns 15* to right and ran 1414 vrs', Shen north 372 , then tum
turned west 370 wre to our line on N side of canvon ,set line mnd and ran
on north 1623 wre ,3800 ¥rs inall ,and set rok mnd marked N.E. 26 ,

Bn north 1900 vrs set large rock ,marked N,E, 34 for corner, in
a wide draw or valley . _

Thence west up the draw 1960 wra set mnd near head of draw on
south side,marked N,.E.35, from which X ocut on rock bre B 83°60' W 9.4 vrs,

On west , 'at.2@2 vrs pasa about 150 vrs south of gats in wirs
fénce , 408 wyra E #dge of canyon ,707 vre "across canyon , 1028 yrs another
canyon ,1743vrs across canyon , 1900 vrs set rok mnd mkd N.By .36 for corner

On west 877 vrs ,set mnd for S.E, cor 52 from which BE ml1ll
near east 11ne Bue 6 Bi® 13 U,L. bra K 18207° B,

Thanea North 1131 vrs set mnd mkd R.E. 52 on slope on south side

of valley . _

; Thanee west ,at 675 vrs,?5'mill brs N ZOP 45§ at 1500 ¥wrs 25!
mill brs N 42405' B ,§1°1 vrs set rck mnd mkd N.W., 52 , 25' mill ¥re 1
F see R, This mill was located »v our 191 survey 1910 vre N ar<c 45% wrs

wait of original 8,E. cornor Sur £ Blk 13,
' Thenee south ,at 11082 vrs reached edge of rim rock of mesa and
set a mnd 235 ¥re north of 5.W 52 . : :
 Thenoe we turned west ,at 33Wp vrs rveached edge of rim rock,on
at gy 1632 wrs west and 23 vrs souih set mnd near foot of slope mkd §,7.78
' We were now in the flat but had to run a .tragérse rour a high
nerrow ridge thaf extended west from the ms83a , resching a point 190C vrs
south and 771 weet of K.W. 38 ., Thence we ran west 1129 vrs and set a ssake
for H.Ws ﬂﬁ‘r 4‘.1 ;5;'&'. 39 ’S-E. 40, 5 ; :
We' then turned south and ran 1900 vrs and set stake for S.W. 41,
from which rock espped peint bre N 742 E ,Boulder voint bre N 27°30" W,
: e mow went to the H.W., cor 79 Blk 1 1%CN ,which we located
opposite the original N.E, cor €2 on west side of the Pecos .This N.EZ. oor
69 has been described in my Tormer report as State Surveyor. It was feun in -
place with the hackberry bearing still starding by 0.V. Williars when cound
vy Surveyor of Feeos Co. and I oalls for tre reck capped point £.E. This on
call with the 'peculiar bend of the river at this point locates the original
gite of this corner on the ground . But the river cn the left bank,has wash
~od ' and ‘we had te start N 25% E 50 vrs from the corner .,
i : From thie point, we ran N 3800 vrs and W 195 vrs to a peint 1n ®
our west line of survey 41 ,550 vrs south of its N.W, corner ,The actual.
distance N to our KK N.¥W. cor 31 was 526 v s and west 215 vrs &e we could b
not start from the truwe poeition of ike N.W. cor B9 N
" Note . The width of Surveys £0,81,82,8% was measurs’ as called B
for in the fiekdnotes ,950vrs each. There was no marked corneron & 83,and
none callsd for on the right beank ,as N,w, 835 is opposiic an indefinite
point immex iggebl 72 & W side . The west line of 72 had been run from
N.E., €9 in 1912 and showed an excess of some 160 vrs , but as related in
the report of that survey ,the lanst 200 vre of the west line of 72 was in
an over flow flat ,mkd by various shifting channels ,sc there was no fixed
n, point by which to trace the original sur of €% and course and distance FRE
usged . : - o : ; :
: Returning to N,B, 79,we ran east 5276 vrs to the.foot of a steep
ridge ,turn south teo avoid climbing rim rock,and ran 29% vrs,the average
width by aetual measurement of river surveys betwesn Rl aiamc Wol.7Y
( Original I R rock ,N.E. 61 west gide ). . '
Thence east 719 vrs or & total of £998 wrs © { as called for In
original field notes Y and set ‘stake and mni of few rocks for gouth sast
79 from which E point of rim bre N 45° W ,a cave in bluff brs 5 19 W,
Thence E 1101 yrs set rck mnd on rocky ridge for N.I. 78 and
cut X on ledge N 30* E 2 vrs .
Thence south ,at 306 vrs pass Parker's ranch road ,o0n A97 yra,
003 yrs in alll ,setstake for 5.E. 78,from which peint of rim roek bres
N 44420" E ., T ¢
Thenee east 587 vrs set stake for N.E., 77 from which wind mill
at Parker ranch brs N 20°1&' E , : ' ot
' Thence south 993 vrs set stake for S.E. 77. 3 i
Thenee east ,at 1091 vra reachod the middle line of sur 70,Jane
Wakeon,as before run and described above, '
Thence South 0°35' W 718,5vrs to the stake set in the middle of

z sbl 70 for S.E. cor of W 1/2 70,
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Returning to our peint inthe wbl 41 ,at 1is intereection with our
nbl £3,we ran west ,through a gap in the hills ,at 1322 vrs reached S.E. cor
;'B4 ,on 397 vrs set a roock mnd at a point in the gap from which we could see
+o the river.ON west ,at 4181 vrs ,132 vre short of distance called for we
reached the bank of the present river . The bluff of the o0ld west bank was
200 wvre on weet . ' :

We mesndered the river from this point to a point below the cld
road eéroeseing j,called for in fieldnotecs of 539 on right ©bank ,and them, to
avoid the brush ,ran a traverse along &n open ridge tothe old stage stand
at the Pontoon bridge .The detaills of this run are attached to this report.
We found it 4991 vrs west and 1461 north to the corner of corral,

In 1911 I went to the Fontoon bridge and found the old stone
building and the large rock corral and the bridge anchor and the bow of one
old pontoon sticking up out of the mud in the river.I was at this time retraci
~ing Neylend's comnnegtion and sterted at the point 71 vrs east and €/ vre
nckth of the mk anchor of the old Pontcon bridge ,2which wae a large rock soma
14" square with groves cut for the anchor chains, Ten varas below this anchor
or cast end of the bridge ,is the call for 3.8, cor Stesser Survey 194¢ and
lr Friend started from this point in making his cormections te sur 1 Elk 14
U.L.

On this trip to Pontoon ( 1921 ) we found the corner 1 started fr
from ,but the river has eroded the left bank in front of the stage stand and
the anchor and old pontoon are gone .

#e now went to Nolke & Murphy 25! kill on Sur G Blk 13 and going
" to rek mnd 904 vrs N and 453 vres E checked on our former reading (1919).At
that time we ren 1923 vrs south and found the rck mnd get for S.E. 8 about
o200 yrs 8 of the old Griersen Spring roali,both ihese mnde had been found
and identified by Mr Friend on his run from Pontoon .

From the N.E. cor 6 BLk 13 we ran west 1900 vrs and set a rgk mnd
in flat and mkd it N.W. 6 .

; Op weet 1900 vre set mnd wkd N.W. 5 .

_ On west over rim rock into Gedar Banyon at a point about 700 wra
North of where old road comes up the bluff,at 1800 wvre set mnd mkd 2xR.
N.W.4,N.E.1, T,M, and took bearings ,thies being the N.E. cor of Tract 1 of
uneurveyed land . :

On weat,and round a stesp rock capped peak, 1900 varas set rock mound mark
ed S.E«16,took bearings, (founi lccal attraction 1205 to left).

Oon west at 1780 varas,3680 in all from N.W.4,reached a point in sbl 18,

& 0°23'E 372 waras from an old rock mound on the north side of the Gedar
Canyon road,said to be the N.E.cor sur 1 Blk 14 U.L.

From this old mound we'ran south ,over the nose of a low ridge and across
a small canyon to the foot of the mesa glope,where we found an old rock mound
one rock stending ,others piled around it.This mound is 1950 varas £ 0°23'E
fpom the old mound by the road,These are the ‘wo corners found by Mr.Friend
on his run from Pontoon.By comparing ¥r.Friends sketch of his run with the
facts on the ground,it is seen that he places his N.E.cor 1 on the Cedar Cany
yon road and followe the canyon east and meandersd the old reoad up the bluff
to the mesa and then east to Blk 13 and the windmill corner.

This evidence of Mr.Priends was esspecially helpful as it showed the ex-
istence of these mounde in 1807, :

The mound at the road would not of itself gatiefied me.It was in a place
tooc casy of access and not far from the old ranch erd might have been set
for some thing other than a land gorner,but it had besn pointed out to Nr,
¥yurphy and ¥r.Elder by the former owner of adjacent land,¥r.Childers,as the
recognized original corner of sur 1,and seemed to correspond with Mr.Friends
description.But the corner a mile south is unguestionatly a land corner,was
clear out of the way and had not been disturbed for many yeers &8 evidenced
by the grass ,mose and dirt in and around it ,and the leaning position of
the standing rook,finding this second mound in place leads me to think that_
these mounds are the original N.E.& B.E.cors of sur 1 Blk 14,

You will find that in my report on survey made 1n 1911,T connected the
Pontoon corner with a large dAirt and rock ,or gravel ,mound paid to be the
§.W.cor 15 Blk 14,and at the same time we checked on Friends call fTor the
chimney at the old headquarter rench.I have placed this run on my map and
also show Friends connection from Fontoon,as a furiher check on the present
BUrveY. & .

This would seem to fix definitely the position of these blocks,Blk.13 and
Blk 14 U,L.,Blk H-E and Blk 1 ,I&GN,and the Pontoon Bridge. b

I have scaled in 85,8B,87,88,Blkl,throwing the excess westing into 85,86,
and 87,mersly as a suggestion,and accepted Will Bonnells corrected notes
for B8. .

I thank you for kindly sending me the map of Orockett County,but the ocom
piler certainly has made a mess of the N,¥.corner.He has Blk 14 a mile south
of ite position rslative to Blk 13,in the face of Friend and Neylands connec
tions,and has pulled G.C.& SF.1 & W a mile away from their holding calls on

H.& T.C.36,although the H.& T.C.corners are on the ground as reported by
e d ] \
neyland on a straight line ffom the Castle Gap country
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n corners at almost every mile,Of course he is not responsible for the
s in location of the River surveys as no one seoms to have .known where
2y were.But the whole matter is soconfused that it is impossible to ex-
plain to land owners from this map where any of the surveys are actually
on the ground. :

I have not attempted to show any of the surveys west of sur 1 Blk P,
and south of Blk 14,as the field notes 1 have are 80 entirely Aifferent
from the arrangement on the Crockett Co.map

I had expected to make a survey for M¥r.Tibbits of lands north of Pontoon
and north of the H.& T.C.surveys but I saw at once 1t would be impossible
to do the work without a working gketch from your Office showing the fleld
notes under which the map arrangemsent of these surveys is made.

I am sending corrected fieldnotes for the conflicts in Blk H-H in which

¥r.Parker is interested as owner or lessee, :
And also the field notes of the two tracte applied for by Mr.Murphy.
Respectfully submitted
Licensed Land Surveyor
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