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SAN ANGELO. TEXAS

February 21, 1968

Honorable Jerry Sadler
Commissioner of the General Land Office
Austin, Texas

Dear Commissioner:

| have completed remarking the old original corners in Block BB and adjacent corners
in other Blocks, set by S. A. Thompson, in 1880, as the Original Surveyor. A certi-
fied sketch of my survey is attached to this report. It shows, in detail, the description
of the marks which we placed at each of these Original Corners.

The Coordinates shown on the sketch are Texas Central Zone Coordinates and refer to

sea level distances and the grid azimuth of this zone. The courses, shown on the sketch,
are based on the general course as determined from the Original Surveyor's Corners on
the ground. The distances, shown on the sketch, are those determined by a triangulation
net laid down in this area and are based on distances at the elevation above sea level

of this area. The distances determined from the Coordinates would necessarily be

shorter by a small amount as they are sea level distances.

According to his field notes, the Original Surveyor, S. A. Thompson, set rock mounds

at NW27 and NW 26, Block WX, and SE 1, Block BB. The rock mounds were not visible,
as such, on the ground when | conducted a search for them twenty-eight years ago, and
so far as | know they have never been found.

The Original Corners shown on my sketch and described in this report are located in the
central part of a large body of land in Crockett County, Texas, owned by the Trustees
of Shannon West Texas Memorial Hospital of San Angelo, Texas. More than seventy
square miles of the Shannon lands depend on these corners for their location on the
ground. Some of the corners found on the ground and called for in the field notes of
the Original Surveyor were rock mounds without bearings. These corners were becoming
badly scattered and would soon be lost corners. As a land surveyor, | have known

these corners for many years and know of my own knowledge that the positions of these
corners conform in courses and distances to other original corners set by 5. A. Thompson
in the area which are absolutely identifiable by bearings and features as original cor-
ners set by him, and in my opinion such rock mounds are mounds called for by 5. A.
Thompsen in his field notes.
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At the NE Corner 27, Block WX, the Original Surveyor, Mr. S. A. Thompson, calls
for a rock mound 2-1/2 feet high from which a live oak 7 inches in diameter bears

S 45-1,/2° W 588 varas; another live oak 12 inches in diameter bears S 20-1,/2° W 713
varas. In 1928, | was at this corner and found the live cak tree at S 45-1,/2° W 588
varas had been cut down with only the stump of the tree remaining. The live oak
called for at S 20-1/2 W 713 varas was a healthy green tree and the "X" marked on
the trunk was plainly visible. | was at this corner again in March, 1932 (see Exhibit H).
| found there had been little change in the conditions around this corner since 1928,
except the "X" on the live ock tree at § 20-1,/2 W 713 varas had begun to grow off the
tree and was not so easily seen. Today the old live oak stump at S 45-1,/2° W 588
varas is much decayed; the live oak tree at S 20-1,/2 W 713 varas is dead and some of
the bark has fallen off and there are no signs of the "X" once marked on its trunk.

The three large rocks and iron pipe driven in the mound are in the same position as
they were when | first saw this corner thirty-nine years ago.

In order to preserve and permanently mark the NE Corner of Survey 27, Block WX, at
the site of the original stone mound built by S. A. Thompson, | built and set a concrete
monument with brass plate in top marked "SE 10 B9 NE 27 B WX W.L.64 B UV J, A,
CONKLIN 1967" in the center of the old mound and over the iron pipe driven in the
mound. Around the old live oak stump | built a large stone mound. | determined the
precise bearing from the old mound and iron pipe to the old stump to be 5 45°21' W
589.9 varas; in the old dead live oak tree, | drove three 60 penny nails about 7 inches
apart in a vertical line. | determined the precise bearing from the old mound and iron
pipe to the three nails in the old dead live oak tree to be $ 20° 15' W 714.2 varas.
The Texas Central Zone Coordinates of this monument were calculated to be:

X =594,883.08 varas, Y = 157,387.76 varas.

From the concrete monument above at the NE Corner Survey 27, Block WX; on course

N 0°08' 42" E at 5,763.77 varas (measured by triangulation) | came to a concrete
monument set in ground at the SW Corner Survey 16, Block 51, University Lands. The
Texas Central Zone Coordinate of this monument were calculated to be: X = 595,012.88
varas, Y = 163,149.39 varas.

From this point § 89°41'40" W at 5,760.21 varas (measured by triangulation) | came
to an old rock mound of about one bushel of medium size rocks, well rounded and
grouped into about a one-vara diameter rock mound. This mound in my opinion is the
original rock mound called for by S. A. Thompson in 1880 in his field notes as the SE
Corner Survey 15, Block BB. In order to preserve and permanently mark this mound

as the SE Corner Survey 15, Block BB, | set a concrete monument with brass plate in
top marked " BLK BB SE 15 SW 102 NE 20 NW 9 BLK 10" in the center of the old rock
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mound from which a concrete post with brass plate in top marked "WITNESS NO 1"
bears 5 50°33'27" E 30.04 varas; another concrete post with brass plate in top marked
"WITNESS NO 2" bears § 35°59'03" W 30.93 varas; peak of round mountain bears

S 5949'16" E. The Texas Central Zone Coordinates of this corner were calculated to
be: X =589,253.97 varas, Y = 163,233.85 varas.

From this point N 0°07'46" W at 1910.80 varas (measured by triangulation) | came

to an old rock mound embedded in the ground with two large rocks at least two feet
long in the mound. This old mound in my opinion is the original rock mound called for
and designated by 5. A. Thompson in his field notes as the NE Corner of Survey 15,
Block BB. In order to preserve and permanently mark this NE Comer Survey 15, Block
BB, | set a concrete monument with brass plate in top marked "BLK BB NE 15 SE 16
SW 101 NW 102" in the center of the old rock mound from which Yellow Bluff bears

S 52-1/2° W; a concrete post with brass plate in top marked "WITNESS NO 1" bears
N 45°38'14" W 33.11 varas; another concrete post with brass plate in top marked
"WITNESS NO 2" bears N 62°11'06" E 32.89 varas. The Texas Central Zone Co-
ordinates of this corner were calculated to be: X = 589,287.85 varas, Y = 165,144.11
varas.

From this point N 89°56'33" W at 3,829.10 varas (measured by triangulation) | came
to a large rock 4-1/2 feet long set on end in old rock mound. The large rock weighs
about 300 pounds and it is wedged in the mound of large rocks. To my knowledge, this
marker has been in the same position for forty years, and in my opinion it is the marker
called for in the field notes of S. A. Thompson marking the position of the NE Corner
of Survey 13, Block BB. In order to preserve and permanently mark this the Original
MNE Corner of Survey 13, Block BB, | cemented a brass plate marked "SE 18 SW 17 NE13
NW 14 BLK BB" in the top of the large rock from which the letter "X" cut in fixed rock
bears § 27942' W 12.70 varas; the letter "Y" cut in fixed rock bears $47°07' E 17.75
varas. The Texas Central Zone Coordinates of this corner were calculated to be:

X = 585,460.04 varas, Y = 165,224.50 varas.

From this point on a course N 0°17'47" E at 1903.85 varas (measured by triangulation)

| came to a point in a valley at NE edge of large rock two feet long lying flat on the
ground. This point is the same point designated by W. P. Conklin County Surveyor of
Crockett County for the Original NE Corner of Survey 18, Block BB, in a survey of this
area in 1941 (see Exhibit 1). In my opinion this point is the Original NE Corner of
Survey 18, Block BB. In order to preserve and permanently mark the Original NE Corner
Survey 18, Block BB, | set a concrete monument with brass plate in top marked "BLK BB
SE 27 SW 28 NE 18 NW 17" from which a concrete post with brass plate in top marked
"WITNESS NO 1" bears N 44°02'32" E 32.16 varas. The Texas Central Zone Coordi-
nates were calculated to be: X = 585,507.94 varas, Y = 167,127.53 varas.
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From this point on course N 0°12'34" E at 1911.50 varas (measured by triangulation)

| came to an old stone mound of three large rocks as called for by S. A. Thompson in
the original field notes of Survey 27, Block BB. Again note that this is the same point
designated by W. P. Conklin, County Surveyor of Crockett County, for the Original
NE Corner of Survey 27, Block BB, in his survey of 1941. (See Exhibit ). In my
opinion this point is the Original NE Corner of Survey 27, Block BB. In order to pre-
serve and permanently mark the Original NE Corner of Survey 27, Block BB, | set a
concrete monument in the old stone mound of three large rocks with brass plate in top
marked "NE 27 NW 28 SL 34 BLK BB" from which a concrete post with brass plate in
top marked "WITNESS NO 1" bears § 26°55' W 33.62 varas, another concrete post
with brass plate in top marked "WITNESS NO 2" bears S 74°48'47" E 32.84 varas.
The Texas Central Zone Coordinates of this corner were calculated to be:

X =585,553.14 varas, Y = 169,038.26 varas.

From this point on course N 44°26'36" W at 2709.68 varas (measured by triangulation)

| came to a point which in my opinion is the Original SE Corner of Survey 43, Block BB.

At this point, S. A. Thompson in his field notes calls for a large flat rock marked "X
on top of quart can filled with pebbles. Mr. Frank F. Friend, County Surveyor of
Crockett County, in his survey in 1907 (See Exhibit B) found and identified this corner
and added a bearing on a mesquite tree and two windmill bearings. Again in 1925
and 1926, Mr. Friend was at this corner and made some notes in his field books (See
Exhibits D, E, F and G). | was at this corner with Mr. Friend in 1927 and found and
identified this corner by the large rock marked "X" and the bearings taken by Mr.
Friend in his survey of 1907. The mesquite bearing, added by Mr. Friend, was a large
healthy mesquite tree then, but today its position is marked by a decaying mesquite
stump about two feet high. The windmills used as bearings have been taken down but
were plainly visible in 1927 when | was at this corner. At the same point identified
by Mr. Friend in 1907, 1925 and 1926, and by me in 1927, | set a concrete monument
with brass plate in top marked "SE 43 SW 44 NL 35 BLK BB". This monument in my
opinion marks the site of the Original Corner set by S. A, Thompson in 1880 for the
SE Corner of Survey 43, Block BB. | cemented the large rock marked "X" to the SW
side of my concrete monument in order not to cover up, with my monument, the "X"
marked on the large rock. From the monument with the marked brass plate in top |
took the following bearings: concrete post with brass plate in top marked "WITNESS
NO 1" bears N 26940'29" W 31,93 varas; another concrete post with brass plate in
top marked "WITNESS NO 2" bears § 73°15'21" E 32.32 varas, old mesquite stump
two feet high bears $ 33°36' E 39.0 varas, a wooden peg driven near the center of a
group of stones bears 5 7°09"' E 106.1 varas, an old car axle driven in ground bears

N 29956' W 0.59 varas, the chiseled "X" on large rock cemented to my monument bears
S 57°15' W 0.40 varas. The Texas Central Zone Coordinates of this corner were calcu-
lated to be : X = 583,695.09 varas, Y =171,010.13 varas,
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From this point on course S 89°51'04" W at 1917.04 varas (measured by triangulation)
| came to a large scattered rock mound on a flat rock which was in the same position
as the rock mound found and identified by Frank F. Friend in 1907 as the Original SE
Corner of Survey 42, Block BB. (See Exhibits B and E). Mr. Edgar C. Saunders,
Licensed State Land Surveyor, made a survey in this area in 1923 in which he identi-
fied this same rock mound as being the Original SE Corner of Survey 42, Block BB.
(See Exhibit C). In order to preserve and permanently mark this point which is in my
opinion the Original SE Corner of Survey 42, Block BB, | set a concrete monument
with brass plate in top marked "SE 42 SW 43 NL 36 BLK BB" in the old rock mound

on flat rock from which the letter "X" cut in this same flat rock bears § 53°24' W 5.13
varas, the letter "Y" cut in this same flat rock bears N 78°%06'30" W 8.67 varas. The
Texas Central Zone Coordinates of this corner were calculated to be: X = 581,778.57
varas, Y = 171,043.47 varas.

From this point on course N 89°51'43" W at 1913.39 varas (measured by triangulation)

| came to an old stone mound in a valley which in my opinion marks the Original SE
Corner of Survey 41, Block BB. As shown on copies of a portion of the field book of

5. A. Thompson (See Exhibit A) he ran a traverse in February 1881 from Live Oak Creek
Valley South and East to the SE Corner of Survey 41, Block BB, which he, the Original
Surveyor of Block BB, had set and marked with a stone mound two and one-half feet high
in 1880. (See field note Sec. 41, Block BB). Then from this rock mound at SE 41,
Block BB, S. A. Thompson ran West marking each one-half mile point with a rock

mound and at the first half mile, at the third half mile and the fourth half mile, he gives
a terrain description. In order to determine if the old rock mound at SE 41, Block BB,
was the same rock mound which S. A. Thompson used in 1881 as the SE 41, Block BB,

| ran West by compass and Stadia measurements. At one-half mile | found an old rock
mound on top of ridge; at one mile | found an old scattered rock mound, and at one and
one-half miles | was near the center of a little valley running northeast, where Thompson
called for three large rocks. At this place | found three large rocks; at two miles |
found a slightly scattered old rock mound in north side of valley running northeast.

(See Exhibit A). The above facts revealed by my survey West two miles from the old
rock mound at SE 41, Block BB, convinced me that | was following the footsteps of the
Original Surveyor of Block BB, which he made in 1881, as he surveyed West from his
rock mound, which he had set in 1880 for the SE Corner of Survey 41, Block BB.

In August, 1907, Frank F. Friend, County Surveyor of Crockett County, made a survey
in this area according to his sketch, which is on file in the General Land Office (See

Exhibit B) he found and identified the same rock mound as the SE Corner of Survey 41,
Block BB. Again in the fall of 1925, Mr. Friend was again at this corner (See Exhibits
E and F) when he chiseled an "F" one foot high in a flat rock for a bearing to this
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corner. This mark is still visible and the rock mound, marking the SE Corner of 41,
Block BB, is in the correct position from the "F" chiseled in the flat rock by Mr.
Friend.

In June, 1923, Mr. Edgar C. Saunders made a survey in this area, in which he found
and identified the same rock mound, as the Original SE Corner of Survey 41, Block
BB. (See Exhibit C).

In order to preserve and permanently mark the SE Corner of Survey 41, Block BB, at
the site of the original rock mound built by S. A. Thompson, | built and set a concrete
monument with brass plate in top marked "SE 41 SW 42 BLK BB" in the old rock mound
from which a letter "F" one foot high chiseled in rock bears N 87°45' E 84.0 varas,

a concrete post with brass plate in top marked "WITNESS NO 1" bears S 69°06'44" W
30.49 varas, pipe in well at windmill and two concrete tanks bears South 31.71 varas
and East 75.28 varas. The Texas Central Zone Coordinates for this corner were cal-
culated to be: X =579,865.89 varas, Y = 171,086.33.

From this point on course 5 0°05'57" W at 1913.89 varas (measured by triangulation)

| came to an old rock mound composed of large rocks on east slope of hill near the foot
of hill. This mound in my opinion is the rock mound called for in the field notes of

S. A. Thompson and designated as the NW Corner of Survey 25, Block BB. Mr. Edgar
C. Saunders in his survey of 1923 (See Exhibit C) found and identified this point as
being the Original NE Corner of Survey 24, Block BB. (See field notes for Survey 24,
Block BB). Mr. Frank F. Friend in his survey of 1907 (See Exhibit B) found and identi-
fied this same old mound as being the Original NE 24 and NW 25, Block BB. In order
to preserve and permanently mark the NW Corner of Survey 25, Block BB, at the site of
the original rock mound, | built and set a concrete monument with brass plate in top
marked "SL 37 NE 24 NW 25 BLK BB" from which the letter "X" cut in fixed flat rock
bears § 76°53'20" E 7.80 varas, the letter "Y" cut in fixed flat rock bears N 5°53'20"
W 8.76 varas. The Texas Central Zone Coordinates of this corner were calculated to
be: X =579,824.32 varas, Y = 169,173.11 varas.

Beginning again at the monument set by me as marking the original NE Corner of Survey
13, Block BB, a large rock set on end in rock mound with brass plate cemented in fop
marked "SE 18 SW 17 NE 13 NW 14 BLK BB" from which the letter "X" cut in fixed
rock bears § 27042' W 12.70 varas; the letter "Y" cut in fixed rock bears S 47°07' E
17.75 varas;

Thence S 0°08'14" E at 7684.71 vares (measured by triangulation) | came to an old
rock mound at SE foot of hill. | have known the location and position of this mound
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for many years, and in my opinion it marks the Original NE Corner of Survey No. 1,
Block WX, as established and designated in the field notes of 5. A. Thompseon.

In order to preserve and permanently mark the NE Corner of Survey No. 1, Block WX,

at the site of the rock mound called for by S. A. Thompson, | built and set a concrete
monument with brass plate in top marked "BLK A SE 10 SW 9 NE 1 BLK WX NW 16

BLK 10" in the center of the old rock mound from which a concrete post with brass

plate in top marked "WITNESS NO 1" bears N 19°922'47" W 32.18 varas, another
concrete post with brass plate in top marked "WITNESS NO 2" bears N 58°10'13" E
30.83 varas, peak of round mountain bears S 70°46'30" E. The Texas Central Zone
Coordinates of this corner were calculated to be: X = 585,324.82 varas, Y = 157,541 .90
varas.

From this point on course S 89°54'44" W at 3823.06 varas (measured by triangulation)
| came to an old rock mound 18 varas North of an East-West net wire fence in flat.
The location and position of this mound have been known to me for many years and in
my opinion such mound is the original rock mound called for by S. A. Thompson in his
field notes as marking Block WX.

In order to preserve and permanently mark the NE Corner of Survey 3, Block WX, at
the site of the original rock mound called for by 5. A. Thompson in his field notes, |
built and set a concrete monument with brass plate in top marked "BLK BB SE 2 SW 1
NE 3 BLK WX NW 50" in the center of the old rock mound from which a concrete post
with brass plate in top marked "WITNESS NO 1" bears N 39°51'54" W 32,94 varas,
another concrete post with brass plate in top marked "WITNESS NO 2" bears N 54°50"
36" E 24.61 varas. The Texas Central Zone Coordinates of this corner were calculated
to be: X = 581,502.86 varas, Y = 157,612.47 varas.

Surveyed at intervals from April to August, 1967, by J, A, Conklin, Licensed State
Land Surveyor of Texas.

Respectfully submitted,

P s . » by ;.___

Licensed State Land Surveyor s e r
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