- Qg

Austin, Texas, September 21st,1901,
Hon, Charlss Rogan,

Commissioner of the Gemeral Land Office,
State of Texas,

instin, Texas,
Jear Sir:--

Acting in accordance witn your instructions I nave gone
upon tne ground in Fisuer County and determined tne true position
of tne tracts of land fronting on tne north bank of the Elm fork of
tue Brazos river, sald tracts being-in the name of H.W.Bea—mei-t,!{lbmiﬂfr{i
Robt. H.lebbett, Geo.W,Lawrence, Elijah Bell and A McMicken, and I
nave determined their relative position to adjoining tracts as is
snown by accompanying sketech.

At tue soutu east corner of tue George W,Lawrence tract I found
tne original Hackberry and China with marks still plain, tne Hack-
berry is 31 inches in diameter, stands on tne nortn bank and is
plainly marked X . Tumediately in front of the mark and witnin
turee inches of it stood a Hackberry 9 inches in di ameter which voro-
tected the mark frowm the weatner and also way have prevented Survayors
from discovering it, Locating tue corner from tuis tree, I found what
appeared to be a 20 varas error in MeDonald's call for tue Cnina,
but found the bearing correct amd tne mark X plain and very old,
Tne distance frow tanis corner S,75°W.to thne well identified base
1ine on tne west side of leagues 316, 317, 318 and 319 in the name
of ®1 Paso and Gillesvie County School Land is 16,627 varas wnich
is in excess of tne actual distance called for, 183 varas, hence
course and distance furtner verifies tnis as tne original S.E.corner
of tne Gecrge W, Lawrence leaX located and marked by J.G.ledon-
ald. At tne S.W,corner of tne George W,Lawrence league I found tuse
Hackberry as called for in thne field notes standing on the soutu
side of tue cresk as suown on sketch, tue tree is marked "X on
its N.W.side and measuring from it to the cormer places the corner
on the north bank, Tnese corners make tue Lawrence league 2522 varas
wide instead of 2500 as ealled for in tne field notes,

since notning can be foumi to locate the exact point at which
Surveyor McDonald placed the soutn corners of the Burdett I have
located its S.E.corner on tune north bank of Elm fork 2500 .75°W, from
tne west line of tne feorge W.lawrence league, Extending a line
N.16°W, from tuis point I find it crosses Elm fork as snown by sketon
and consider tnis fact taken together with tne sketch returned on
the original field notes by Surweyor MeDonald proves that he did not
survey tune east line of thne Burdett and hence he was not aware that
tne Burdett and Crosby surveys could not follow the meanders of the
river back to the beginning on account of this bend. This conclu-
sion is further born out by' the fact tuat tikis bend cannot be de-
tected by the eye from eithner of the south corners of the Burdett.

It must be assumed tnat Surveyor McDonald was on the creek at
the points where he calls for bearing trees and I find his sketches
delineate tue creek with reascrable precision at the tarae corners
mentionad above. Acting upon tuis principle, I bhegan at a point
4016 varas S.15°R.from the N.E.,corner of tne Burdett and extended a
1ine S,75°W.1661 varas to & point in the Elm fork and by shifting
tuis point $,15°E, 15 varas I found a line extended S.15°E,would
follow the old cnannel of the river and leave it at 165 varas,wuich
fuct satisfied tne calls in tne field notes of surveys 321 and 332
tc follow the meanders of tue rivar back to the beginnins,

A eareful meander of tna eresk in tuis vaeinity snows tune
enannel of tne river does not extend S.15°E,for a distance of 165
varas, in fact it does not 1ie S,15°E.at any point and under no othar
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condition could Surveyor McDonald nave presumed that 321 could follow
tue meanders back to the beginmimg. His call "165 varas to creek'
could not refer to another credk for there is no other creek in that
vecinity, The distance N,15°W.from the S5.E.corner of the Burdett
places the ecorner in this bend of the creek and the meanders of the
ereak prevent it from being im any otner bend. But since tae ecall
for the bank of a creek can hamily denote thne exact wodiif Where the
stake was driven for the S.W.corner of the Burdett, I have not pre-
sumed tnat this corner can control the position of tne Hibbett for
courss and distance from the marked tree at the S,W.corner of tue
George W,Lawrence is more certain,

Uoon esamining the stone which is now claimed to have been
located by E,A.Williams for the commen sorner of 314, 315, 321 and
332, I find it to be N,15°W, 339 varas and N.75°E.423 varas from
where I place same comuon coFner, said stone is N,75°E,89 varas fron
the river and a line running at any course from S5,15°E,to S,75°W,
would cross the river before 166 varas had bheen reached and could
not reacn the river again in tie# distance., A line S,15°E,from this
stone reaches the left bank at 18¥ varas and the right bank at 150
varas, and 165 varas falls on Migh ground where there is no indica-
tion tnat a creek has ever beem, 8Since it avvears that no bearing
treas nave ever been found in this point, and the position of the
stone is not verified by the position of the piver,I find nothing
to sustain it as the correct sorner and since neitner the CFoshy oF
tne Burdett eould possibly follow the meanders back to tunis stone, I
conelude it eannot be the correct corner,

An o0ld mesquite stump is claimed as an original bearing at tme
elaimed S.W,corner of the Hibbett but bears no marks and is contra-
dicted by tue course of the creek, which being a natural object, is
superior, Tne course of the creek here indicates tnis point is
somewhere near the beginaing of the last call in the field notes
meander of tue Hibbett, nowever, the last call snould read S,65¥°W,
instead of N.65%°W.to fit with reasonable preeision,

At the claimed S,W,corner of the George W.Lawrence I find a
mes-uite stump with no marks, The possibility of tnis being the
correct corner is contradicted by a loov in the ereek as shown on
map, As there is no creek coming into Elm fork to mislead tne Sur-
voyor and the bend is in plain viow from where it is claimed the
corner is, no Surveyor could have,placed a corner and then called
for nis surveys on both sides to follow the meanders back to the
beginning, hence tnis stump is contradicted by a natural object,

The claimed S.E.corner of the Lawrence has a Hackberry and
Cnina. Botn of these trees were probably first “blocked out" by
W.H.Cowan and ke and J.P,Bagley apvear to have been fully convinced
no Surveyor had ever warked tham, Jrom the best evidence I can
gather I am convinced that Surveyors nave accepted them because a
point could be found from wnieh the McDonald calls fit exactly ( A
condition I have never met in practice with old surveys) A line
extended N.15°W.from tiis point cuts the water in the river slightly
as shown but mignt have escaped the notice of an early Surveyor,.

The objections to tnis corner seem to be that no one seems convinced
tue trees were ever plainly marked; tney are one-half wmile too far
east after ‘allowing a reasonable excess and nence are contradicted

by course and distance and tney are contradicted by tod plainly
marked trees bsaring the MeDonald mark and tne proper direction;

and the 9" Hackberry growing in front of one of these marks furnishes
unuistakable testimony tnat tnis tree was marked long before Survayors
Cowan, Duvall, Williams, Bagley or Breedlove ever attempted to find
J.G.MeDonald's lines, :
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jog of 470 varas in ®bloek 1, H 'I' & B,w=e2 Astermined by tracing
along tue old corners from tue N,E,corner of survey 62 to the S,W.
corner of survey 35, Tne relative position of the H.T.& B,surveys
witih the H,& T,.C.surveys was deterwined by tracing from thne N.E,
eorner of survey 62 to and identi fying the ALW,corner of survey 68
and thence N,15°W,900 varas; Thence S5,75°W,4974 varas; Thence N,15°W.
725 varas; Thence S, 73°34'W.785 varas to the S.W. corner of. survey

75 partially identified by post cak stumps and trees marked which
graw from said stumps and fully identified by tracing to the creek

480 varas from the S.W,corner of survey 83, —
To all the above I hereby certify. ﬁ\.-,
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