THE STATE OF TEXAS,
CHILDREBS COUNTY

Statement of the Work done and of ‘the
Methods adopted in determining the' true Orig-
inal Loecations of Surveys Nos. 29 to 50 ,Block
No. 1, Southern Paci¥ic Railroad Company. situated on Prairie Dog Riv-
er, North bank, llall County, Texas.
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These Surveys were originally located by Geo. Spiller, in 1874,
by aetual work upon the pround. My investigation of this work shows
that Mr, Spiller meandered the N. bank of the river with much care.

His work can be acurately retraced at the present time and each
and every one of these surveys thus located will be found to contain
its full compliment of land, viz. 640 acres, will confliet with no
other surveys of this or any other grant and they will have their S.
houndaries conformine to the hank of the river wheresver there is a
stable hank, and there are sesveral such hanks in this locality on the
N. bank of the river. This bldéck of surveys will,K when thus ahiusted,
conform, in all respects, to the oririnal as shown by the maps compil-
ed hy said Sniller.

I carefully retraced this said meander line (from the S. E. Cr.
of Wo. 30 to the S, W. Cr. of No. 50) and the work was done as fol-
lows, to wit: Rezinnin~ at the eommon S, Cr, of Surs. Nos. 29 &30,
Here the original field notes give Yor this Cr. "2
in diameter, marked X, hears N 15 W.' This corner was reestablished
by intersecting in one point, the three lines, the hearineg S. 15 E.,

the 5. bomndary-line of Mo, 29 N, 68

~

mesotite tree, @

3,

and the 5. houndary line &f

Mo, 30 S. 54 %0 E; the bank of the river at this place showing no ma-
?

tearial cechan=e sinca the original work, K which iz evidenced hy meander-
ing the N, bank of the river both up and down stream, with the origi-
al field notes asz data. This said Cr. is now marked by a stons mound

rlaced theare com= ajohtasy years aco and from which a yynsum rock =z»t
on' the =site of the old bearing tres brs. WN. 15 W, Two laree esyn
stone firmly set in the ground with a stake on the N, side of them PBrs,
| E o TP L/ T All the old time surveyors of this locality have
recoenized®*this as the oripinal Cr . Wearly all the soroundineg surveys
are tied to it. This is especially trues of the pre-emption surveys
immediately M. of these "River Surveys" of sajd Bloeck Mo. 1. The fact
that.this is the true corner can he established by the testimony of
several nersons. ;

In retracing the meander line of the N, bhank of the river with
the original field notes as data we find that the cormmon S, Cr, of
Surs. Nos, 38 and 39 falls properly upon the N, bank of the river dust
et the foot of a high rocky hluff which forms the stable North bank of
the river Judring from the water worn condition of the nrojectinc-
rocks of this hluff, 6  the river must have heen flowines® against them
lone nrior XFXXMEKRXXMNHEXXHEXHAERXENHXARARYXRXREXEXRMXAXRXXKRN R YN RXNKY
RARXXAEXEXRERAAKEIXKA RN AEAAERAXXXXKY¥X  to the date of the orisinal work,
in 1874, Between tmese two points, the S. E. Cr. of No. 30 /and the
S. E. Cr. of Mo 39 there are nlaces where the river has encroached
uron the surveys and there are other places where the corners fall
gom=what inland, N. from the present hank of the river,.

Continuing the work up stréam I find, upon reaching the ,common S.
corner of Surs, Nos 41 and 42 that the river has creatly encroached upow/
these two surveys . This Cr., thus determined, falls more than 100 Vs
8. of the prezent rivers hank and more than two hundred V= E. of the
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present mouth of Rerkleys Creek, I find, by enduirey among pRPsons g
who have heen familiar with this locality for many years that once éﬁa'
there was a large flat S. of the present mouth of the cresk with many ™
cottonwood and other trees prowing upon it and through which said creek

flowed . There was, also, a small branch, locally known as Sand Arryo’




that flowed into said flat formine & junction with Berkleys Creek
(See sketch marked Exhibit A). This flat has heen entirely washed
awey and the present mouth of Sand Arryo is far above the present
mouth of Berkleys Creek. The original field notes call from this
point (the S, E. Cr. of No., 42), "Thence N. crossing Rerkleys Creek
twice" I retraced this line from the true Cr. and find that said line
crosses the creek twice . Please note that this Cr., the S. E. of 42
was located in the oripinal work on the . bank of Berkleys Creek at
‘its mouth. (See sketch marked Exhibit A). Now if a line were run N,
from the present mouth of the creek it would not touch said creel hut
it would lie wholly Y. of it. No one woWld, of course attempt to fix
e point at the mouth of this creek as a heginning for any survey, K but
would he compelled to relocate the original corner from cther well
defined pointd

Continuing my work, from the true S, E. Cr. of No, 42 E. at 950
Ve. the common S. Cr-. of Sur. No 42, Bloek Wo..1l, and Sur, No. 15,
Bloek No. . R, T. A, Thomeon, This corner falls properly upon the N,
bank of the river at the foot of a high rocky hluff forming the stable
N. bank of the river . This checks the work thus far. From the worn
condition of the projecting rocks of this bluff one would,led to he-
lieve that there has not been a flat S. of them sgince the time of tre
original work  This rocky hluff extends about oneand a half miles
above the said S, W. Cr. of 42 apd the old meander line fits it nicely.

Along the S, side of Surs, Wos. 47, 48, 49 and the ¥V part of 50
the river has pgreatly encroached upon these surveys. At the 5. W, Cr,
of No. 50, near the Mouth of Morgans or Indian Creel there is a larce
flat newly formed by sediment washed down hy the said creek, and the
the S, W. Cr. of No. 50 is considerably N, of the present N, bank of
the river.

I helieve from my work that, that the only possihle adjustment of
these surveys is that conforming to the original field notes. It will
give peneral satisfaction . I firmly believe that no other scheme
would do so, that it would he illeral and worthless,

The relocation of these surveys as deliniated upon the accompanire
blue print sketeh, marked Exhibit B , was compiled from field notes
made from actual work up on the scround. The party making these notes
tcok his heginning point at the present mouth of ‘Berkleys Ereek |, and
hased all that he did wpon that bheginning.

His work would confliet nearly 300 vs with the vested rights of
many others  with cultivated fields, fences and other improvements.

Mo such adjustment of these surveys will he tolerated here Even the
party who made the notes in question ,will not endorse them,
BT

County Surveyor, Childress County, Texas.

I, Geo. H. Chipman, County Surveyor of Childress County, Texas do
iereby certify that the above and foregoing sattements, to the best of
my knowledge are true and correct,
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