Report of Progress
on a resyrvey of certain sections of land
in Blk 224 T.% S.L.Ry.Co, Jeff Davis Co.
Toxas
By R.8.Dod,
Licensed Land Sur,

Hon J.T.Eobiaon
Commissioner Gen,Land Office
Auatin,Texas

Dear Sir,

1 beg leave to offer the following report of progress in a re-
.survey of certain sesctions in Blk 224,T.& S.L.Ry.Co.Jeff Davis County,
and would ask you to kindly instruct me how the surveys in question should
be constructed under the facts found on the survey,thsre.are thres sec-
Lions of State Land involved with a possibility of an excess or bit of une
surveyed land.

Cbject of the survey.

To locate on the ground the metes and bounds of certain sections in
Blk 224 T.& S,L., from their field notes and connections with the marked
corners of adjacent surveys which can be identified on the ground,

Authority for the survey.

Request of M¥r.A.G.Prude of Fort Davis,owner of certain of the sur-
veys in question.

Data for the resurvey.

Blue Print of the Official County Map of Jeff Davis County.

Field notes of the surveys from the Survevors Records of Jaff Davis
County.

Patents to certain of tho =urveys,from ths Clerks Recopds.

Deeds to certaln fractional partas of surveys.

Methed of Survey.

Transit was used for course .Original course of =survey lines Aster-
mined by reading on bearings at corners ,or between oriprinal corners on
same saurvey.

Stadia measurement was used for Aistance,front and back rod,each
distance read twice and slopes noted .

Note.The surface of the country is broken,many hille and mountains and
ravines.The slopes were steep frequently as steep as 20°,In nlaces the
lines ran over perpendicular rock bluffs,and thersc was a dense rrowth of
brushy timber on scme lines.

Freliminary examination of field notes.

On looking over the Map of Blk 224 we note a number of ssctions in pairs
lying diagonally across the meridian. These are generally surveys older than
the T.& S.L.sectiona in the Bleck,and in the case of sur 489 & 470,411 & 412,
409 & 410 marked corners are called for which if found will definitely locate
these surveys.

The T.& S.L.surveys in Blk 224,the junior survey,are shown by the map and
their fleld notes to tie to and to have been adjusted to fit the location,or
supposed location ,of these older surveys. i

Only 4 marked corners are called for in the field notes of the T&SL sur-
veys in the part of the block in question,in addition to the calle for corne
ers of these older surveys,i.,9. the N.W.cor 18B in its patent,the S.W.and S.E
cornera of 13,a rock mnd and two oak bearings called for A8 varas north of
S.W.14 in the corrected field notes by Patterson, (found out of line as re-
cently reported) and a rock mound and two oak hearings called for 132 varas
east of N.HW.corner 96,all these were found on the survey as noted below.

Sur 857 ,included in this survey calls for the S.W.cornsr of sur 309 in
the name of B.Flores and calls for a 30" Ctwd bearing.There are now no cot-
tonwoods near this corner on the crsek,but there is an old roek wall which
is said to be on the west line of 309 and it has been thsre and recognlzed
as marking the line for over 40 years,I was told,

The basis for the reconstruction of the surveys in gusstion under thess
conditions would seem to be the original corners of the older surveys and the
S.W.& S.E,corners of 13 and the old corner near N.W.96 made by Mr,Thompson
the original surveyor of Blk 224,

Apparently some conflicts or errors were found in Mr,Thompsons construc-
tion of surveys in this part of Blk 224,as several of them show on the record
to have been corrscted by Patterson, :

We note that several of the field notes of surveys in Blk 224,as spraad on
the records here,will not close,and different figurss are riven for the same
distance in the field notes of adjacent surveys.

For example ,on the east lihe of 469 sur 1301 calle to run 1147 varas N 10°E
from S.E.4€9 to a point west of 5.W.13,but sur 16 calls to run from this

point on N 10°E 735 varas to N,E,489.This should read 753 plus 1147 = 1900,
Also sur 460 calls N 10°Z 1318 varas from its S.E.cor to its intersection
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with the east line of sur 412,and 1318 plus 1900 makes the Aistance from
5.K.470 to point of intersection 3218,but the field notes of sur 93 call
the distance from S.E.470 to point of intersection with 412,3044 varas,

Again ,sur 469 calls to run S 46°W 636 varas from the N.E.cor 412,which
subtracted from 1900 leaves 1264 varas to the S.E.ocor 4l12,0or 2164 wrs to
S.E.411,but fieldnotes of 93 calls to run from the ST, cor 411 N 4Ff°E 2968
to this same point of interssction,

The relatve position of S.W.489 and S.E.412 is shown on the Co.Map,but
can not be determined by the field notes of the three surveys affected,viz
469,412 & 93 within a margin of some 200 varae on account of this arror,but
taking the the field notes of 93 we find that the south line is given as
1795 varas but the same line ir 1Ly sorrectad fi214 notes of 94 is given ar
19€2,again an uncertainty of 167 vrs.

Figuring from the fisld notes of 93 it calls to run S 10°W 1900 varas from
S.W.469 to S,W,470,then south 188 vrs sthen west 1795 vrs,North 953, then
east 171 (in f14 notes 92 it reads E,191) to 5.E.411,then N 46°E 1900 vrs to
S.E412,placing the S,E.cor 412 558 yra west and 404 north of S5.W.4892,0n the
ground ,as noted below,ws found them 874 vrs apart in northing and 1056 vrs
in weeting, !

These errors and discrepancies in the fielAd notes would seem to show that
they werse very carelessly made ( or copied) and in the case of 469,the cor-
rected field notes makes a conflict with the mme east line of 412 ,whereaa
on the ground the lines do not touch each other, A line run N 80°W from the
original N.E.469 ran,not 1621 veras as gelled Por sout 2215 varas before it
reached the east line of 412 at a point 347 varas S 4A/°Z0'W from the N,E,cor
412 set 1900 varas N 46°30'E from original S.E.412.

As before reported the corrscted £1clA notes of sur 14 call to pass a rock
mound with two bearing trees 68 varas north of N.E.13.Thie mound was found
some S0 varas west &f a line north from the well Asfined 5. W.13,

fhese factz ,as atove noted,would =2eem to show that the corrected fielAd
notes are as seriously in error and as far from the facte on the ground as
the originals they wers supposed to zorreci.

When we reached our point for N.E.412 run from original S.E.cor 412,1
waa ehown & rock mound some 40 varas north west whickh Mr.Thompson had pointed
out to Mr.Prude as the N.E.412.Frcu = point 100 varas back on our eaet line
412 we could pleinly see the N.E.cor 469.Also when we were some 400 varas
from the corner on the east line of 41l,we co1 14 sse this point on the A217
k®® 100 varas xkis from the N.E.412 and a tree within two varas of the ol4
rock mound at S.E.412,showing how sasily the true relative position of sur
469 and 412 could be ascertained.

From thie it would seem that part of the field notes and their correction
could not have been based on actual survey on the ground,

History of the Survey,

Note., The red lines on the sketch shrw the lines we actually ran,and the
original cornere found and identified are marked on the map with the usual
double circle,and the corners we marked on this survey are marked on the map
with an X, 3

We went to the S5.E,cor 469,an o0ld rock mnd with one old bearing nlainly
marked but standing 8€ not B0 varas from the corner mnd, We ran N 10°E and
at 1147 varas crossed a line which we ran west from the well defined orig.
E.W.13,identified by one old ,marked bearing still standing and the stump of
the other tree,on N 10°E at 754 vyra we reached the crig.N.E.cor 489 identi-
fied by two bearing trees,the third one wae gone,

Thence we ran N B0°W and at 848 varas croesed a line we had run from the
N.W.cor 16B as described in its patent,on N 80°W 1621 for S.W.18 nothing
found.Returned to N,W,16B ran east 1150 vra to g point in a canyon, thence
south at about 200 varas rsached top of hill at a roint Aue north of S5.W.13
as above described,

We went to S5,E.13 identified by the stumpe of the two bearing trees an4
the call for Roulder Pk,Thence ran north,at 1832 yrs marked N,.E.13,on north
3800 varas in all marked a point on nbl d,which was eoms 120 yaras aseouth of
a lins west from the S.W.cor 11 which I had previously set from the original
Thompson cornera in Blk 301 from original connecting calle,showing excess tn
the north.

Returned to our N,E.13 and ran weet and at 1900 intersected our east line
of 16B,and there set the N.W.cor sur 13,The matter of the S.W.ocor 14 has al-
ready been reported to your Office, :

Returning to orig S5.E.469,we ran S 10°W over a high ,rough,rocky ridge,
acrose a valley,up a slope and down a very steep rocky slope into the dAraw
of Keesey Creek,and at 1900 varas set a mnd for S,E.470.0n & 10°w 83 raras
ect a mnd for N.E.94 and S.W,1301.Thence ran west 689 varss ahd g8et another
corner of 94,

We returned to our 5.W,1301,and as the better route for our purpose, ran
south 480 varas to a point in nbl sur 95,and thence ran east 269 varas and
s6t & mnd for the N,E.cor sur 95,0n east 638 varas to a point on a ridge,
thence north 480 varas down a steep slope and set the S.E.cor 1301 about

125 varas south of Kessey Cresk .
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To run north from this point would run over a steep ,rough mountain,so we
returned to the S.E.cor 469 and ran a traverse to an old rock mound at the
head of a draw,top rock set on end,from which a Aouble white oak 12"bears
N é8°15'W 7 varas,marked X,a large stump of a double oak bears S5 368°30'W 14.5
varas which fits the ecalls in field notes of 1301,and original 96,and found
it to be 688 vrs east and 750 south of the S5.E.cor 469,or 7 varas west and
20 varas north of the relative position given by field notes of 1301.

There is a largs aadronya tree in the canyen near this corner,so for conve-
nience we will refer to it as the Madrona corner.

Back weet from this Madronya corner 170 varas ,on the hill top,was a
large ,0ld rock mound, presumably intended for the N.W.cor 96,but the dlstanee
is too great by 38 wvaras it should be 132 west of the old mound,

From the Madronya corner as an original Thompeson corner called for in
f1ld nts of 1301 we ran east 324 and put in the S.E,cor 1301 and S.W,cor 857,
on 1184 varas we set a mnd for N.E.96 and N.W.101l,finding a rock mound 20
varas west of us .0n east 322 waras set mnd for N,E.101,Thence South 85 vrs
set mnd for W.W,1300.

From this point we ran east 381 varas the distance zalled for in the
field notes of 657,and found a rock mnd 24 east and 9 south of this point,
The call for S,E.857 1s for the S.W.cor 309 B.Floree and running on east 120

varag ,501 in all from N.W.l1l300 ,we reached a point some 60 varas south of
the creek on a line =f marked by an o¢ld rock wall running by the wariation
we were using,S 5°30'W & N 5°30'E from the cresk up over the hill,and a wire
fence running over the hill to the south.I was told that thie old wall had
been in place for over 40 years and it and the fence were recognized by own-
era of adjacent lands as marking the weat line of 309,

The original call at S.W.302 was a Ctwd 30"But there are no cottonwoods in
pight along the creek at this point. Sur 309 calls to begin at the S.W.cor 6
the Fort Davis survey,but as Mr,Thompson (now de2d) had told me that the loaa
tion of this corner was uncertain,I 4id not think it worth while to try to
locate 302 from that corner,for our present purpose, We therefore set a mnd
at the intersection of our line east and the line of fence and old wall said
to be recognizad as the west line of 309 and east line of 857,

The enclosed fractional part of 1300 is held by Mr.Prude under a deed
which calls for all the land weat of a line from the S.%W.cor 309 running
S 6°W to a point in nhl 691,

The above comnnections asemed to locate all the marked points called for
in sunveys 1301,101,657,98,95,part of 94, and east line 469 & 470,and they
were raconstructed on this basias,as shown on plat of this survey.

In order to locate surveys weat,ws connected S5,E.469 and S,E.41%2,

We ran N 80*W 1900 varas from orig 3.E.469 and set cor for 5.W.,469,from bk
this point we ran a traverse 834 varas north and 1056 varas weast to an old
rock mound shown to Mr,.Prude by lir.Thompson,as the 5,E.,cor 412, It stood some
40 varas from the marz right bank of Limpia Cr¥k and some 350 varas N & W of
an old rock house,The stump of a large oak tree stood N 73 W 30 varas from
the mound at a var 0230' less than the east line of 469,the var we were using

Later we further identifised thies rock mnd as the N.E.cor 411 by connecting
it with orig S.W.cor 411,

From this corner we ran N 469 30'E and at about 1288 passed some 15 vrs
east of a rock mnd eaid to have been set by Mr,.Thompson for the north corner
of 93,on at 1900 varas set mnd for N.E.412 from which a rock mnd under the
fence stood N 77°W 45 varas,said to have been recognized or set by lir.Thomp-
son for the N.E.cor sur 412,

From a point on the hill 100 varas back on our line to N.E.412 the origi-
nal corner N.E.469 is in sight and bemrs S 74°25'E,or an angle to the left
from our east line 412 of 102°55'and a triangle with a small 8°05' angle at
apex, gave the distance as 2073 varas.

We now went to our 1821 vara point on nbl 469 and ran N 8C*W 279 and set
mnd for N.W.469,on 315 varas set mni at inter egcciion with east line 412 at
a point on east line of 412 ,347 varas from its N.E.,corner,for S5.W.cor 16,
We gave 469 full distance on its north line ,although the patent calls to

stop at 1621 varas.But the patent is based on corrscted fleld notes,and
presumably the orig.cert.& fleld uotes called for 640 acres as 470 le full,
and the call to stop at 1821 was besed on the falsze assumption of conflict
with 412, : :

As 16 is State land we lst it run over and take all the land north of
469 and east of 412,

Returning to 5.E.412 we ran S 46°30'W 1900 varas and set a flag at
original S.W.41l,across the valley,and found it required 52 varas more to
reach the S.E.cor 4ll,ran on S 462ZC'w o2 ves ,1982 in all and set mnd for
5.5.411

’Ihsnc& we ran west 171 varas and warked a corner for 92 & 93[the
field notes of 92 make this call 191 vrs) and turned south and ran 1550 vrs
and made mnd for N.W.94,as presumably sur 94 would extend west to take up
the excess land east of 92,

On south 754 varas,reaching a point which by calculation should be due west
of N.E.95 which we put in from 5.8.470,and on the Block line of EBl¥ 224,
vV Y N 286/p
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Turniné[eaﬂt.wa Ghaué%d onsa small lone tree on the rocky south slope of a
hill ‘“Which was'a mark ‘gn our line west from N.E.95,and point 682 East.
: We have platted 94 to take in the excess westing.

We platted the east. line of 93 following its call for S5.W.470 and running

N 10°E albng the west fine of 469 & 470. And on the west following ite call
for S.B.411 and N 46°30!E aléng the line of 411 & 412,3505 varas to its inte
gsection with mmsk north line 469 produced,.
4/ We might stop‘af 2966 vra -along east line 411 & 412,and run S.E.to point
3044 yrs N 10°E from 5.X.470;but these distance calls are uncertain,so we

igured the total acreaffe found hetwsen 411 & 412 on the west and 469 & 47C
1Ft the east as best 1llustrating the facts as found.

A Mri:Prude wishes to patemt his School land and it will be necessary to
5~ make correcred field notes for waoet part of 16, for 94 and 92 and I would

3k you to kindly instruct me how these svryeys should be run under the-.facts
auevalloped in the above survey.

Also please inetruct.-me as to whether 93 will hold all the excess land
as shown in plat of this survey,or whether it should hold to cella on the
east or, to those on the west,both seem of equal value,and where to stop 93
going north.If you decide that there is an unsurveyed strip of -tate land
adjacent to 93 ir.Prude will at once apply for a survey with intention to
purchase as it is in his pasture and énclosure,

Thers ias another question not taken up on this survey ae to the relative
position of the south line of Blk.224 and the north line of the G.C.& S.F.Ry
surveys .

I find from the records here that Ir,Thompson began his surwvey of Blk 224
Jex on June 17 1881,while W,J.Glenn began,or dates his survey of the G.C.& 3.
»F.Ry lands on Aug 5 1881 ,nearly two months later ,making Blk 224 the older
« Docation.But Yr,Thompson seems to have stopped his survey at section 80 and
;1\\0 have continued later as the field notes of 82 and on are dated Ap.l1882,
“w ¥\ I 4id4 not attempt to run out the ¢.C.& S.,F.lands as I considersed that the
§5  #\prior inception of the Blk 224 work would make the whole Blk 224 the older
.\" location,the surveyor having gone on the ground at the earlier date,ths fact
* ¢'that he was delayed in prosecuting his work would not affect the date of lo-
5, cation of the Blk,
™, ) Against this is the fact that certaln surveys in Blk 224 call for the
“G,0.& S.F.surveys as though located prior to themselves.
(S A¥Ehe or iy marked-corners-for-the 6.U,&F° ¥ rwhich I flna of recora nors ars
» wthe 8,E.& S.W.corners of sur 685,on the T.% P.block line,the rest would be
4 course and distance,
e I have not access to the application and files of the surveyors and per-
' i'haps the wording of the application or file would settls ths gquestion of
0" geniority.Please instruct me as to this gquestion as it may make some Aiffer-
0" ;vence in the south boundary of 94 and 92 and 93.
/I#; If you think that Turther survey or investigation is necessary to bring
W' out the facts necessary to the reconstruction of thse surveys in quesation,
fw? please let ma know and indicate what lines or connections you would think.it
' advisable to run.
The above survey was carefully made and checked and scemed to cover all
the available data except perhaps,the location of S.W.Z209,and the north line
of the G.C.& B5.F. X
All which is respectfully submitted for your consideration
with the request that you take the matter under conglderation at your earli-
ast convenience as lr.Prude is anxious to take action in the matter as soon

as possible. y
Hespazziz%lg i

R.S5.Dod
Licensed Land Surveyor
Alpine, Texas,September 5 1922.
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PLAT
of certain Sectiomns of land in Block 224-
T & S L.Ry.Co., Jeff Davis Ce. TexAs,
showing original corners as found on the ground
and lines and connections run from Lhem
by actual survey made Aug.1922

=6 by R.S. Dod.
/// Licensed Land Surveyor.
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