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« | To the Hon, county Judge anhd Commnissioners of Johhson cnunty;

Texas:-
Having beBn appointed to represent the County of John-

son in a joint survey to determine the true Northern Boundary pf
Johhaon County and to finally locaie the true Southern Boumdary
of Tarrapt county. I proceeded on Saturday Nov. l4ath. to Waxa-
hachie, Ellis County, to ascertain the status of Ellis County
with reference to the Soghhwest corner of Dallas County.I found
from interviews and examinations of the records the follawoing
facts:-

Ist:- That they had been notified of this survey and had in
good faith sppointed an experienced and practical surveyor to
join in this survey and he had unavoidably been called away af-
ter it was too late to appoint a substitute.
ond:- That as far as Ellis County was conlicerned the guestion as
to the position of the South west corner of Dallas had never
been settled,and that they would contend for the position taken
by this Court in reference to sald corner.

Brd:—- That on prior occasions the said corner had been tested Wy
Fllis county surveyors' and had been found incorrect, and that
the claims of Dallas and Tarrant had not been allowed as justi-
fied in law or in fact, and had always been so contested by Ellas
County.

4th:— That the order of Tarrant County to Ellis County as to

Johnson definitely specified "the South West Corner of Dallas
Avrey
County" as the initial point of saiqqsurvey.

gsth:- That they as this Court did, reserved the ridghi to ascer-
tain according to the Statutes of the State of Texas, where this

corher truly was and if not found upon the ground or if found

out of it's place, then to locate it upon the ground in igcord—

ance withhthe rilos of daw. . q;lgiﬂﬁﬁil ..... ﬂrﬁm_”_cﬁuﬂw
—E’apr;ﬁﬁ; ;;;lrp;-ny ing £l 3 kB o
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In ﬁaking these investigations, I consulted with Hon. B.McDaniel
County Judge of Ellis county. Judge J. W. Ferris. Mr. Ed Hawkins
County Clerk of Ellis County. Mr. Nelson, former surveyor of El
lis county, who was perfectly familiar with the whole question.
Mr. Hawkins records were closely searched for a final report of
a final re-survey of Dallas County as provided for in the Act
creating Tarrant County, and none was of record.

In Judge Ferris' office I had access to all the original Acta
of the various Legislatures and the Congress of Texas, and I
collated the following Acts which are cited as Tollows

Nov. 28th. 1839:- Defining the boundaries of Fannin county.
March 30th. 1846:- Creating Dallas County.

December Ist. 1849:- Providing for the running and establishing

correctly the line between Nacogdoches and Fannin Land Districts

Act Creating ((rbefddpers county.

. .. Navarro e .
oo .o Collin M
.o .o Denton P
&% s Ellis | Ao
.o .s Tarrant sa. %
.o oo ‘v Parker e
.o .o .Johnson se e

See Hartley's Dige$t,May 1l2th.l846 Article 224:- Providing that

the lines so run must be in conformity with existing laws"From

these variaus Acts of the Legislature of Texas, the conclusion

is reached that the gquesition between Dallas and Ellis and TarramiC

and Johnson is based upoh a questlion of original Bounhdary be-

tween old Fannin ald old Nawvarro of which Tarrant is a part,al-
ezl i'-"""—r.n‘r‘-’{ o PP s B H%"’i—.ﬂ_ &f@; """ - 7&%{—
so between old Nacogdoches of which Dallas is a partzﬂﬂence the

conclusion mast be reached that Dallas and Tarrant must be loca
ted in conformity with the laws existing at the time of their

creation.



The Act of Dec.ist.l849, passed 20 days before the creation of
Tarrant County provided for running the original Southern Boun-
dary of Famnin,which was actuslly as such boundary run,and so
marked upoh the ground. It is known to the surveyors of Texas as

"the Orr Line," and has been ascquiesced in by the Counties on
either side for more than Forty years,as the true boundaries of
the same.

Tarranl Count,,represented by Messrs.Goodfellow s BiIDSIme
and Dallas represented by Messrs.Yesies sae oz In a joint
survey to determine the boundary het\'-reen_-_&aid counties, some
time in 1890 or 91, acquiesced in this line and while making the
survey,established a variation from it which when applied at the
S. E. Corner of Dallas County places the S. West corner 80I-1/2
varas south of the true distance from the North West Corner of
Dallas County as held on the ground by both Counties.

I refer as my authority to the report of said surveyors which

report has been adopted by both Courts,and are matters of recov=C_

This report of Googfellow and shows the error beyond ques
tion and under the reserved rights of this Court I followed the
Report of said surveyors in the quertaining the true position
of saild South West Corner of Dallas County.

On Nov. l8th. I proceeded to bMansfield,Texas,from Waxahachie
At this point I met Mr.Goodfellow,Special surveyor of Tarrant
county,Texas, and together we proceeded to the South West Corner
of Dallas county,which is about 6-1/2 miles ,a little South of
Bast from said town.
We falled to reach the same conclusion., I made two disticnt
propositions to Mr., Goodfellow:-=

Ist:-To go to the North West Corner of Dallas County and locat
the South West Corner of Dallas County,wh&éh he declined to do:-

Saying that 1t had been done and that his Court would not pay

M‘LQE‘?‘??
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fbf'i£ beins done again, that his report showed it as it wasi-
ond:- To trace the Southern bourdary of Dallas and ascertain
its' true variation. This he declined:Sayinz "that there was

nothing on it, and that the post placed by him was coprect"”,

which of course,was the very point at issue,and reserved DY
this Ccourt.

At 3:30 A.M. of Nov.l1l8th. Mr. Goodfellow took an observation

‘on the North Star,ahd claimed a right Angle from this to be a

wdue West" course. I declined to be present or to assist in sud
observation, as I had no falith in it,and did not wish to be com
mitted to 1t by my presence.

On going to Mr. Goodfellow's camp for waber about sun-rise Nov.
18th. Mr. Goodfellow's transit was in position,and the follow-
ine was his language,as taken downh Dy mw at the time. "Well,I
am going to my stake this morning and run "a due West Line",He
gave me his variation as 8. 56, which I quietly recorded. About
g A.M we went to the corner he claimed and attempted to apply
the variation taken from the North star, and it would not work
to known objects so he reported a change to 8., 40 which I quiet
ly noted down.

Before we left this point,I measured off §0I-1/2 varas North
and built a large mound of earth and stone 5 teet high for the
south West corner of Dallas County and which according to the
fiprst report of Goodfellow's and Youlig,1ls 50 miles South of the
North West Corner of Dallas County on "the Orr Line", as fixed
by the Legislature, Act of December Ist.l84%,and thus coorectly
iocates the said corner according to the rules of law.

T made diligent search on the ground for Momments of a perma—
nent character,and none such exist. Nothing is thg:g;gxcept a
post set by Mr. Goodfeloow last winter,and from hisﬁstatEment

mede to me on the ground,I came to the conclusion that he did

not know whether its position was true or only a matter of cormr

R b i . Corennlen 28180
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jectufe.

At any rate,I protested against his position and his varia-
tion. Why he changed from B. 56 to 8. 40 he never explailned
satisfactorily to me. This change though only L6 mimtes north

threw him 265 wvaras North of where he would have ended his line

'had he proceeded on what he claimed as a "Iue West Line".

Mr. Goodfellow ran his projection a distance of'l? miles post
ing the line exactly as the law directs with solid Cypress and
Rois de'Arc posts at the end of each mile,set 3 feet in the
ground,and plainly merked,T.C.L & J.C.L. Besides this,he plain-
1y 1y marked the timber with his own hand,first at Mountaln

creek and at the Cross Timbers and again on village Creek,also

lcutting out a plain road. Further he made connections with the

corners of the various surveys he crossed and took field notes

'of the same,which are in his possession,if not destroyed. He
:gave me his connectioh with the B corner of the J.Bridgeman sur
Evey of 640 acres, 1t Deéngng N.30 West 835 varas from the poimt
et ine oo esedl thEiThe e s Haﬂks-auﬂﬁﬂimfﬁﬁ:dééf

After all this mass of evidence,he pretends that he was only
running a Ranhdom line,in order to find a line kiwown as "the Wal-
ker Line," which was run from an erroneous position.

iThe fact is that Mr.Goodfellow began upon a wrong theory,vizi-
' that "the Orr Line," was an angular line,and that he could cor-

érect it by "a due West Line".Findins himself wrolg,ne abandon—

' ed his line,and after a delay of some days to get documents

" from the General Land Office,he returlied to his stake and with

'nut any notice to Johnhson County,rall a line that he disregard-

' ed, but which I pointed out to him at the corzner,showing him a

' cottomwood tree, 5000 varas away,which stood only a few feet
| W2 2rme ﬁa-u.fi}"nu“-w-r_g{ b e Mo
| from the Walker Line, and which on his compass was O. 54 North

1

of him, so intent was he upon =2 "Due West Course" irom his own

Corner.

CornTlis 2878/




Finding that we could have nﬁ agreement and that he finally re-
fused me any assistance,I left him and went back to the S.W.cor
ner of Dallas County,as established by me on the IBth.day of
November, and running west established the N.E. corner of John-
sonh County, subject only to correctlon and revision by ®llis
county.

Thus in accordanlce with the ckaims of this court exprasseé in
my certificate of appointment,I ran said line, determining %he
ke beginning from the Statutes of this State of Texas, and up-
on the ground by evidence furnhished by the surveyors of Tarrant
ani Dallas, and which evidenice lir.Goodfellow now attacks.

In a separate report I will give my field notes.
The line since run by Mr. Goodfellow and which is no part of the
joint survey is called "the Walker Line," pecause run in 1855,
by a surveyor of that name from Tarrant County.
It has long been disputed and was jointly disregarded by both
Tarrant and Johhson in 1881, in everything except,it's S. W.
Corher,and thelice running East by the report of John R. Ransone
' County Surveyor of Johhson County and Mr., Finly county survejop
of Tarrant. By all the comparisons I made on the record and on
the ground I found this line starting out 750 varas South of my
vrosition on the west and approaching me northward at the rate of
2l varas to the mile,which in a distance of 30 miles is 650 va-
ras or within 120 varas South from where I placed the South West
corner of Dallas County. The variation of thie l1ine was taken on
the West Boundary of Tarrant where Walker's marks are still ex-
tant.
Hence the effori to awaken the "Walker Line" after =z perioq of
ten years recoghition of another line,&n order to defaet the

originagl intention of the Legislature and its action upon the

"Orr Line," as wekl as to introduce the old dispute of the Walker

b =X il
line, ought to be estopped Cptento, AE¥S2




If wélker ranl ahy line where it is pretended, the marks were ot
found ten years ago,in harmony with other umdisputied work done
by him at. the same time.

Acting in accordance with all the settled rules for the deter—
mination of boundaries I ascertained that the South West Corner
of Dallas County some 55 or 40 years ago was marked by a momi-
ment upon the ground, which stood north of a notorious road that
fjn from Cedar Hill to Mansfield by way of the Birdville cross-
ing on Mountain Creek,which crossing is still known being at a
Spring,which is the only lasting water about there,the whole
creek being dry there,at the time of our survey,except the said
Spring., The old road leading to this crossing is plainly visible
Yet and passes just South of our Corner for Dallas County.It's
course 1s a little South of E. and N. of West and to place the
sald corner East of where it now stands or where Tarrant long
claimed it would throw it far enough South that the line run by
Ransone and FPinly,in 188l,would very nearly srike it.The evidem
in the surrounding cCountry as to the topography about this an-
cient corner coincides closely wiih the position taken by me
while near the corner claimed by Mr.Goodfellow,there is no an-
ciem? rc'ad and 1t is Tfar off of the route aforesaid and nearly
1/2 mile Ryxmwx South of it. The Locus in gug of this old corner
however is of no wvalue, further than to show that the older sunr
ves of these counties were more hearly right than the erroneocus
work of the last 20 years began in controversies over this Ta-
mous corner and now set up by the surveyor of Tarrant County and
assumed to be true and correct.

It was a fact reconized in the Dec.20th.l849 at the creation

of Tarrant County that Dallas Cnunt} S.W.corner was incorrect

m&z—fﬁaf i = fmﬂ e [ EMTcA:%-

and subject to final correction, claim that by the assistance

A,

Mr.Goodfellow and dewssle repori to their Courts.I have finallm
corrected it in behalf of Johnson County and I ask that my ac-

Cosreniy 28183
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tion be ratifid in the matter.

The argument of Mr Goodfellow to run a line due West
according to his opinion as to what a “ue West line 1is,1f
appliedcxzﬁthc N.W,corner of Dallss County would rhRace the N.
W. corner of Tarrant 80I-1/2 varas sogth of the "Orr Line", or
of its projection and would only run the Ransone and Finly lire
:as run in 1881, it being impossible to use his theory to run

the line now claimed by him as the Welker line.

I will finally state that on entering our territory in obedi-
ence to lezal advise, I wrote Mr. Goodfellow the following
formal protest:-
To the Hon.J.J.Goodfeloow, County Survejyor:-—
Tarraht County, Texas.:-
This is to notify your Hon. County Court that in the name of
Ithe Hon. County Court in and for sald County ,I hereby proiest
against the establishment of your third mile post,as establish-
ed by you,Nov.l9th,1891,The same being 80I-1/2 varas more or
less South of the true lorthern houndary of Johnson County as
will be more definitely shown by a survey in accordance with
the Statutes of Texas, and also against every mile post there-
‘after on nis westwmard course and signed the same officlaily ag
special Survejyor of Johhson county,Texas; and that he answered
the same verbally that the saild post was correcily placed and

on the true Southern boundary of Tarrant County,and 1s thereby

MRE*IEH
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1&51.2-{'1111.1&& from putting any other line in his ‘-"EPUTH and 1 ask
that he be held to it as the line he put in issue before this
rourt, and that the Commissioner of the Geheral Lamd Office have
his attention specially called ito the fact that the line run in
the joint survey and of which this Court had notice was abandon- |
ed by the sald Goodfellow and an attempt made Ex Parte to run
another line out of Course and establish it as the true line
without authoritiy either in law or in right. And that the said
line as run by Goodfellow is N.892 11”West, instead of West as
the law directs.

The whole conclusion is that if the survey off Dallas County
and Tarrant is constructed upon the "Orr Line", And its maghet-
iec variation is observed,then I have fully completed the Origi-
inal intention of th; Legilature of Texas by running and m%iing
:upon the ground with ceri.re.r.} cyoress and Bols de Arc posts and
mounds of Stone and earth,a correct line as the law directs and
as this court ordered for the true Northern Boundary of Johlson
rounty.

If the Commissioner of the General Land Office will have the ex
amination made it will be seen that Lenton County was originally
%0 miles squere,but when it was ascertained that a point 22 miled
‘south of Choctaw Bayou ,Thence 25 miles West to Grayson County
cnrne:r.:_, and thence . l;]_._/f-z miles for the N.B.corner oif Denton

Lrutdrw rtatine Co
Countﬁ,South of the "Orr Line" and uponh the Territory of Nacog-
doches and Navarro.

The defect was w-“&' an amehdment in I&52 which shoriened
‘the BE. and W. Boundaries to 20 miles and 27 four pole Gh&ih%:ﬂxi
at the same time curing any defect it might have by calling for
the Dallas County line "as now established by lav}“ and also gp;*\\\

ing it a Aistance East and West of thirty one miles.

gee Statutes. (3ayles Annotated St:a.tutes:l.
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County of Johmason. lf ?ﬂ f&?@m k&")l lerk, of the County Ceurt in and

for said County, do hereby oertify that the furegnm ¢ lugtpument of writing was duly and

sorrectly H.amrded in my office on the....). au of AL Q... A Dy 180}
GCnivrion (M PSS 2t Gk D
Ju wilesess ‘h-’ 1 hﬂ.li] my name and affix the Seal of the said Court at ofiice
in Chdlowena, ﬁ!q—hy djis\ Q.n? ~A, D, 181 —

G W&&ﬁlm R DA

Ouosnty Court, Johasen uty

&Ujﬂmﬁhkmvw Pa ’j LDeputy.
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