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Land g LOMTissioneT e
State Of Texas Austin —
Dear Sir Subjoct,Paténh to J.Edward Cotter,Survey No 4

Husmaﬁg Islend, MNo two Vol one.Dated July3lst,

1907+

At the +time this sail was madeythe Stote Survey mes sured
one side of the line as so many varas ending et meen low tide,
Turtle Cove.Cotter assumed because this property termincted at mean
high tide that he wes owner of a1l the wrter priveleges touching this
property. Fe procefied 1o lense to Fish Houses and others,ground
privileges extending into and over the watery,consisting of wharves and
Fich Houses chiefly. These privileges were used apgerently without the

approval of the State,or the War Depte

storms and fire,swept away all these first siructures and

crented more or less of a new position of Turtle Cove ChanneleIn due
course Cotter sold to the Port Aransas Properties Inc, cﬂﬂ?ﬂl&d by TeBe
Munsellend his associates, just the property Patented to him by the

tete withow any additiom or gubtroction. The Fort Aranscs Properties
assumed ownership of the water front as Cebkter had JDiffrent Fish Houses
and institutions lessed from them ,ground rights on which buildings
were consiructed and this included some kind of understanding with
the Port Aranses Transportation Co,Ferry Landinge Also included in this
wes a lease to the Haley Ficheries whose properties were subs€quently
taken over by the Port Aranses Ficheries Ince

In the mesntime storms hed produced some erosion and the

woter was intéfering with the businesses conducted on the water front.
Buring a.period of dredging by 't Federal Gavernment deepning Turtle
Cove chemmel ,spoil wastaken therefrom end used to fill in back of
Turtle Cove,raising th flats to the extent of the fill in.This necessar=
ily pushed the Turtle Cove froniage some hundreds of feet from its old
channel., This was dom by congent and approval of everybody in inlerest
but it = d the e fect 0 destroying any original riparian right the
Cotter properties poﬁép . On this new ground improvements have been
mede and rents paid as formély,but unquestionebly this srtificial
aeretion left this much of the frontage in the ownership of the Stotee
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; As you know a Riparian right is not property but is
8 proparty right .Only those owning property to the waters edge cen
exercise this right and only then !f:the right is actudly exerciced,

This simply gives the land owner a righ to build wharves

on hisg land over the woter and to mcke other improvemerd tle.t may be
necessary and aleo if permits him to use these wh rves for cormercial
purposes and prohibits all persons from attempting to use his
freilities or intefere with their use,except by his congent.

; This doesnot give him any exclusive navigation privile-
gee o These privildges are wholly under the controlg of the Federal
Government, It is age¥inst Federzl law to build wherves or make improv
emert 8- over the wrter without permit from the War Depte Usuelly if the i
goil under the water belongs to the St-te as is the case at Port Apansas
Feueral suthorities ususdlly dememd the spproval of State suthorities
alse municipial authorities,

Sometime last Nov.or Decs the Port Aransas Properties:
gold to M.G. Ellis the Coltier properties,deeding just what the patent
called fa, The Port Aransas Propertieshas some contrscts which Ellis
gought +to ignore,attempting to put exembiimnt le=se prices on these
frontages,he thought he owneds He also daught to take controlp of the
ferry landing and that proposition isnow in the Courts. The Port Aranssas
fisheries had a five years agreemert with tb Port Aransas Pooperiies for
groum le=se which Ellis refuses to recognize. We owe somebody this lezse
money and we think it is the Stste. We are willing to put it up as due
in Escrowyunitil some of these questions are settled. We think the
public in erest is involved 1o the extent that if the State own this

frontege it should toke it over and use it in the publick interest,
It certainly does not beleng to the old riparian of +Ie Coiter patent
tht was wiped out by th fill in by dredgese

I have caused a survey to be mede by Capt King who is
more thompughly acquainted with the conditions than any one elses I
em enclosing his report which will make clezr o you the f=cts I am setting
UPls




e ———— e e —————

C. W. GIBSON, PR

|GULFHSHi
| ARE: |

RED FISH

TROUT

DRUM

I
RGCKFEH|
|

SHEEFPHEAD |
.
FLGUNDERI
|

FIKE |

|

SPAMISH
MACKEREL

KING
MACKEREL

|
|
[
RED |
SMAPPER i
SHRIMP
PERCH

JUNE FISH

EGIDEMT

SEND ALL TELEGRAMS: VIA POSTAL TELEGRAFH TO CORFUS CHRISTI, TEXAS:
WESTERN LUNIOMN, ARANSAS PASS, TEXASR

PorT ARANSAS FISHERIES

INCORPORATED

The faect that

PORT ARANSAS, TEXAS

(3)

the 8t=zte O0f Texas owns

the submerged
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land

on gproximstely two thouscm miles of Gulf and Bay frontages,sugpst to
the writers mind that the land depsrtmemt might go into these questiions
thoroughly = asto protect the Stcte from tirespaserse

Ellis is probsbly starting considerable litigation which

I will be glad 1o have your advices because ihés man

see avoidede This plat inclosed is absolutely cotrect.
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