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Commiegioner CGen,Land Office ' i
Austin,Texas ’-3»&15
pear Sir, « BB

Your letter of instructions relative to investigating supposed con-
£1ict in Blke 330 & ®./.&.2,and accompanying working sketch and maps were

~ duly recelved and I will proceed at once to make the survey as Airectedyard
report the facts found.

Mr.Burfor@ will be responsible for all expenses attached to the survey,
I have practically finished the field work in Blocke A.B.C.& D.
G.C.& S.F.Ry.Co.Pecos Co. and am at work on my report,but there ie such an
amount of detall that it will take some time to put the report in shape.
We did a good deal of topographic work while making this resurvey and it
takes time to check up on thie data,yet it gives & nice check on the poel-
tion of resurvey lines and corners. : ;
Thanking you for the letter ,maps and sketch,

X lespectfully
JLAL4
State Sur.
— orc 4O ¥V e .
i : 5
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Hon.J.T.Robison
Commissioner Gen.Land Office
Austin,Texas : ’

Dear $ir,
I forward you today report on recent
Cienega country in Presidio Co.

I think this is about as bad a mudile as I
as soon as I had facts sufficient to show condi
work and came in to report.

I was told by Mr.Burford that the Uniona#
patented surveys included in the conflict,so wi
their Agent,lMr.Pert,a copy of sketech and report
with you¥Office.

Mr.Burford thinks that 1if 10 covers 18 as on
of good land and most of the water and the rock:
have the few acres of rough land left.

I have tried to make the confusing facts in
report is not clear please adviso me and I wil
Respectfull

in the Shafter and

8r come across,so ‘
the ground ,I stopped

-owned some of the
418 consent I forwarded
ised him to communicate

. .
ch, taking the few acres
8 would not care to

éy plain but if my
better it.
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‘“Rosﬁ}voy of certain Sections of Land :
in Presidio County,Texas

by R.SIDOd. //_’/-r- —j ( L éy y ﬁ/ {
Hon.J.T.Robison, /T}Ll””ﬁ/ “ﬂ;/Q4C b
Commissioner Gen.Land Office b e ) N
Auetin,Texas. AN ; & @ (@ (@ A
== Dt RN TS T LS A
Dearsir’ ’/_/; )S" } L#’VJ" § sy v/t,U’ v, 9 ele \jﬁ/}/ja

In accordance with your letter of appointment and instructions of
Dec.3rd,at the request of Mr.W.W.Burford,I went on the ground and made the
following survey and connections. 3 :
The object of the Survey wae to locate on the ground S?rveya 18.28,.,24,.768 all
in Blk 330,and survey 6 Blk.332. 4
And to make connections from well defined corners on the south to .
well defined corners in Blockse 2% GH&SA,and WJG2 T.C.Ry.and from theee
connections to show the relative posltion of the surveys and any con=
flict,1f it existed. . R
: Data for the survey. A working sketch kindly furnished by the Gen.Land Office
i covering the surveys in question.Copies of field notes from the Co.Sur-
veyors records of Presidio Co. f
Blue print of the Official Co Map,lvabry's resurvey of Blk.23,Spillers
Resurvey of Blk.9 H&TC, Thompsone Connection from South corner 76 to
original cor.767. F.Gildart's connection from south corner 468 to orig-
cor.767. Marmions resurvey of 329 & 330,Field notes John Hardipan 21 &
22, o A 1
Courees.It was impossible:to fix a true meridian at any time on the trip,as @
=% neithqi sun nor north star were visible at suitable times,cloudy and wet
{ weather prevaliling.At S.W.21 Blk.WJGR2 we had a well defined corner and a |
: +Andrewe Pk.which we carried by traneit through the block,
At N,E.8 Blk 23,we bad a. fairly well defined c6rnet,rén east a mile
' ‘where we had two bearings,and south a mile,crossing the creek as called
for,and carried this on by transit.There was some 30' greater variation
in Blk.23 than in Blk WJG2. We drppped the needle from time to time but
it was uneatiefactory,owing partly to the weather. :

Distance.We started with the chain but had to abandon it,ae the country wae
very broken,one cenon after another with very steep walls,and many bluffe
the greater part of the measurement was done with the double Stadia read-
ings. We placed a number of flags at various prominent pointe and the an~
gular measurements were a check on our totals.We also sketched in the re-
gultants of our connections on the U.S.Topographic Shafter sheet,2s a fur
ther check, ‘ -

§ bearing on 8

story of the survey.
" On examining the field notes of surveys 21 & 22 1t 1e seen that they
. they are the older surveys and that they call to begin 10 miles S 45°E
. from survey 18 as platted on the sketch,alsc that a cottonwood bearing is
given at the S.W.corner of 21.

Going on the ground to the place indicated by the beginning call end
shown on the working sketch,would place these surveys on dry ,rocky hills
east of the Clenega Creek.No indication of any cottonwood now,and it hard
. ly seems reasonable that they would ,in /65 have laid these certificates
" on dry ground so near & flowing stream.

P About three milee west of this place I find Las Moras creek,on which

the T1eld notes place these surveys,and I was shown the S.W.cor.of sur 21
" as placed by Mr.S.A.Thopson years ago.The old rock mound stands on a natu
. ral rock outcrop and at 71 varas west runs the creekwhere stand a row of
Cottonwoodse.The stump of one of tiese ,which is now some 30 in in dia.&
" dead and cut off about 4 feet above the ground,is said to have been markd
% as a bearing. : A e

- I was told that Mr.Favors,now dead,located these certificates,went

the ground,put in a small farm and orchard and has been in continueu
possession through his assignees ever since.I was convinced by what T
_and heard,that sur.21 & 22 belonged where they have been occupied,wh
would be on surveye 2 Gilee Upton and 4 £ or,and there was nothi :
but the call of course and distance fnpe place them elsewhere. =
th The call for Las Moras Cree! 1s a defl one,the creek is locally
. known by that name,l was told that at th > 3

" mulberry trees,which gives the creek d
Seat llo,and 1t ry b
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&ite,ao here would seem no reason for confusing the two.
if ‘position of 21 & 22 on las lioras is correct it removes them
from conflict with the sections to be covered by this survey. X

To locate corners in Blk WJG2,we went to the S.W.corner survey 21,as
shown to us.Here we found an o0ld rock mound on the north elope of a rocky
hill,end found St Andrews(Cathedral Pk.) bearing ae called for,and on running
course and distance called for we reached a lone cedar stump about 8"In dia.

Thie corner Rad every appearance of the original and showed no sign of dis-
turbance and fitted the bearings nicely.Mr.Buck Poole,whose head quaters are
on section 21,told me they had found this corner only a few years ago.

From this corner I ran west at 11°30'(needle) as determined from the call
for St.Andrew.At 435 vrs.found a recent rogk mound about 25 vre north,at
2842 varas found an old rock mound 20 varas south (diff.in ¥ar.) from which
we cound see cedar brush 6tn the coursee called for as bearings,but there
were too many to make the calls deflinite,as distance was not given,

Returnimg to the S.W.corner 21 WJG2,we ran east ,at 1998 varas we
found a recent rock mound 2 vrs west,six vre south.

From the 1998 vara point we ran S 26°W, %5121 ,a course practically p=m
parlelling the road and creek (vid.Top.Map) Thence S 73°25'E 490 to a rock
mound (old fence line) thence North 161 varas to a large,o0ld rock mound, fr.
wh. & cedar 24"in dia.marked I ,and having three large limbe running out
from the trunk,standing !IXKIE S 17°30'E 264 vrs.and a cedar stump N 22°45'W
84 varas. The call given by lMr.lMarmion for the N.E.corner survey 329 in his
resurvey made in Oct 1894,ie "a large rock mound in a large draw from which
& three pronged cedar 14"in dia hears § 17°36'E,a cedar bush bears N 23°W 50

We then went to a rock mound on top of a hill which had been pointed out
to Mr.Hector by Mr.Brooks as the north corner of sur.468 as surveyed by him.
From this corner we ran north ,crossing the Ciemega,l1900 varas to a rock
mound under & fence,thence Last 950 varas to a rock mound,from which we
could see the rock mound on the foot of the hill ,one mile weset,the S.W.cor
329,als0 we could see the tower on the N.E.corner of the old adobe house,
known locally as the Clenega kRanch,and if fitted Marmions call at this cop

N 66%12'W,as also did the call for: the north side of a little hill N 79°08'W

another S 54%45'W,definitely fixing this corner by the three bearings of

Marmions resurvey.Thence we turned north and at 1967 reached the reck mnd

above described as N,E.329.

Flguring our traverse from S.W.21 WJG2,and allowing course and distance

for the surveye in WJG2 & Blk RXX. F.R. we find that thie N.E.corner of 329

f;amfhﬁﬁjin 212 varas ceast and 781 south from the N.,E.corner survey 4 Blk.R.R.

’ - We then went te the S.W.corner of 329,found the rock mound and a rock

“marked "NW 330" as called for by Marmicn.Thence we ran a traverse S 25°W

1685,thence S 86°W 1098 ,thence N 63°%W 4754 io west line of survey 6 Blk 23

+ thence north 258 to a point fram on the %88} vank of a draw and from whe i

high Pk.brs N 30°36'W,another bre N 27°W as called for by the Maybry resuvve

‘of Blk.23. The rock mound had disappeared,but it ie poseible that it may f

,bave washed away.This makee the weet line of 329 X 5620 varas east of thils

] “N.W.cor 6,

. ; At 520 varas west of thies point located as above for the N.W.cor.6,we
found a large recent rock mound on the east bank of a creek,and two peaks
zihioh would fit the calls within a degree.

To further identify our point for N.W.6,we went to the N.E.corner 8,here
‘we found a corner post which was set true course and distance from the natu
kral rock mound called for at this corner.Chaining east from this post,we

‘reached the recent rock mound at 1380 and reached our point for N.W.cor.6

‘at 1903 varas. ;

2 Again we ran south from our point for N.W.6,at 11°30' var.we crossed the

l&rsw 3 times and reached another draw at about 930, to run south at 12° var

ould keep on the east side of the creek and croes Just below where it rune

'into the creek from the west at 940 as called for,on south at 1900 we found

-ia rock mound on south side of a branch,34 varas east of our line.Thie ,momd»-~-;

wes not old enough for the original and was some 18 varas tpp far east.We :

_could plainly see the "Rough hill N 38°45'E but could not see S 31* Wwona

‘account of the slope south of us.There is & pluff. to the North west,but the

‘two good bearinge at N.W.6,confirmed by the ‘bearing &t N.E.8 and the calls :

ifor the creek crossing on west line of @jand the crossing of the arroyo to

‘the south side for our distance,and the, rough hill ,fairly well identify

ithis point. - 5

3. . This run gonfizma.ibe irvarss rup frem S.W.21 NJGR and the popition of

329 _& 330 . + sl ‘th g suryey £ ’fo?d and
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the position given these surveys by Mr.Marmion
ndicated by the call § 85°E 8100 varas from N.E.
cor.326 ( ce theee surveys on dry hills west of the Clenegs
at a time wk : ' “water was not taken up would make one hesitate to
accept this call Tho original field notes call for a rock mound at the foot
of a hill,and we flind the S.E.329 at the foot of a hill,but in this looality
a hill is a poor landmark as all but the creek bed is a succession of hills.
The other original call ies a large rock on the hillside,but every hilleide
is covered with rocks large and small.It would be imposeible to locate these
surveys by the original calls for bearings.The o0ld adobe house that stande
on the SW 1/4 of 329,not only shows age in the condition of the walls and ®u
surroundings,but ie built in a style used long ago.It is oblog,with high,

the fact th

%think‘yllln and no windows on the outside except port holes in the towers at

corners.This house was there when Marmion made his resurvey.Il was told that
the north line orlsurvs 3 9 was pl}oe north far enough to take in the mmmxk
poin here the igat “ditch came out of the Clenega,although it had to

160 vaﬁau’J of &be Cienega,and from this a prominent Pk.

fo.)
q wa m tﬂnvorse rth 59186 varas and East 1070 varas tp
gﬁfllaa 'sUrveyed by Mr.Brooks.

bo

wtagp to do t ie,The fécte confirm this report.
the original Corher of survey 767 and found a large,old
2'3 b
E . »‘
rda

e
In ruﬁnimgmdo th fr pointweé, found a rock mound on the east bank

F,Or BC tched,”! E 767",1it was 550 north and
he field notes are 661 north and 375 east.

t 1003 varas'no th, 5nd TE86, Eastfwe’f und a rck mnd supposed to have been
place y Hr.T&tv forét e reantr&ntVborner of 28,From field notes on the
worki ake " should be 1119 north’'and 375 east.

] 1At 910 orth and 5 varas %asv of this mound we found another mound
presumably set ror the south line of but it should be 1113 north.

Qur trvgzze ran from original @o ,East 205, N 21°E 257, N 15°30'E saé
N 3220'W 47 othe top of a ridge. ﬂ th—2653,west 44 ,North 531 N 26°30'E 38C'
N 30°30'E 520 ,N 87°45'E 321 to south corner Hemphill 468.

We had a flag in the north corner of 468 and took three peadinsa on 1t
along this traverse and they chechked nic ely.

I have sketched in surveys 767,28,17,& 18 as shown on the working sketch

running north from the 767 corner. Survey 17 calls to begin on the 8.W.cor.of
sur.13,but the field notes of 13 as shown on the working sketch areé resurvey
notes and are tied to 330,and we see that 330 has been moved from the poel-
tion it was supposed to occupy,and to start 17 on thie new position of 13
did not seem as near the intention of the original field notes as to run 1t
in from 767.

By this method we find that 18 begun on 17,will run 73 varas north of the
sou'h corner of the Hemphill.and the south line 18 will be only 314 varas
south of the south line of sur.9.Sur 13 by its resurvey notes will lie on
surs.7,9,&18. Survey 10 calls to begin at £.W.9 run south 31 varas ,west 628
& it will lie partly on 330,468,& 18.

If thie construction is correct 18 will be cut down to 143 acres.
I have tried to place these facts on the accompanying sketch,and have made
an additional sketch of 18 and ite adjacent and conflicting surveys on a lar
ger scale ,to show the result more plainly.

The actual and relative position of the original corners shown on surs.7
& 21 Blk 23,sur 21 Blk WJG2,the N.E. & S.E. & S.W.cors of 329 (Marmion) and
the N.& S.cors 468 and original cor.767 can 1 think be depended on.There 1is
no question in my mind but that the Hardeman surs.21&22 belong overon las
Moras crk.

The conflict between 329 & 330 and #68 ,with surs 4,3,7,& 9,seems in-
evitable.Thirteen is held by 330 and muet conflict with 7 & 9,and with 18
if I am right in putting it in from the south.

I would submit the above as a report of progress and would ask your fur-
ther instruction as to position of these surveys in the premisees.

I alsoc send a copy of Litho.Map.With surveys and Thompsons conneétion from
the Hernandez survey.The position on the Wap of the Hernandez corner was
fixed by a number of observations at the time we connected with the Astronom
ical point. The result confirms our work,although the detalls are at times
in conflict.Thompsone run placee 767 where we find it,and the trails and Pk
in Blk 23 fit nicely.The old Cienega ranch is a little too far north,but the
N.E.329 fits nicely and the run rrom S.W, 21 is exact. Thompsons call
for the corner on the creek co ‘ ' t ther an be no

great error in the_relative g
Respectfully submit
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