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RECEIVED
MAY 31 195G

General Land

Honorable Jerry Sadler
Commissioner

General Land Office
Austin, Texas

Re: Carl C. Anderson, Trustee
Deed of Acquittance Application
Jose M. Garcia and
I. S. S. Lyon Surveys,
Smith County, Texas

Dear Sir:

Prior to the beginning of our ground survey of the
Jose M. Garcia Survey, A-368, and the I. S. S. Lyons Survey,
A-1139. A study of the Patented Field Notes of the Garcia
and Lyons, and adjacent Surveys in Smith County, Texas, was
made.

The first Surveyor in this area was J. C. Hill,
Deputy Surveyor of Nacogdoches County. During the period
from April 27, 1845, through January 9, 1849, he laid down
the Isaac Brock, Francis Gilkison, Bardy Jolly, Hansford
Splawn, and John Williams Surveys.

The Brock, Jolly and Gilkison Surveys were surveyed
first and tied to Surveys to the South. The Splawn was
laid down adjacent to the Jolly and is tied to it by adjoin-
der calls. The Williams was laid down adjacent to the
Brock, and is tied to it by adjoinder calls.

The next Surveyor in the area was C. E. Camp, Deputy
Surveyor of Smith County. Camp located the Stephen C. Splawn
and George Taylor Surveys as a block in October, 1850, and
built them from the Northwest corner of the senior Francis
Gilkison Survey. Camp ties his block securely to the Gilki-
son by adjoinder calls and common witness trees.

Specializing In Pipe Line - Topography and Land Surveys
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The third Surveyor in the area was Samuel D. Gibbs,
County Surveyor, Smith County, Texas.

In the period from August 1, 1853, until April 22,
1857, Gibbs laid down the John Robinson, Willaim Wooten,
Edgar Pollitt, Samuel McAnier and William B. Hardin Surveys.
The Robinson was located adjacent to the senior Isaac Brock
Survey and was tied to it by adjoinder calls.

The Wooten and Pollitt Surveys were laid down as a
block and tied to a Survey lying to the South. The Pollitt
and Wooten Surveys are securely tied together by adjoinder
calls and common witness trees. The William B, Hardin was
laid down adjacent to the senior Splawn Survey, and was
tied to it by adjoinder calls and common witness trees.
Gibbs then filled the area between the senior Williams and
Bardy Jolly Surveys with the Samuel McAnier and securely
tied the East line to the West line of the senior Johm Wil-
liams Survey. It is noted, however, that Gibbs did not
mention the senior Bardy Jolly Survey lying on the West side
of the McAnier.

The next Surveyor in the area was R. E. Curlee,
who laid down the James Hope Survey in 1860. It was tied to
the senior Gilkison and Splawn Surveys by adjoinder calls
and common witness trees.

In September, 1872, B. F. Turnmer, District Surveyor,
Smith County, made his first appearance in the area, by cor-
recting the field notes of the Jose M. Garcia Survey.
Turner took great pains to tie his lines of the Garcia Sur-
vey sacurely to the corresponding lines of those Surveys
previously laid down by Hill, Camp and Gibbs. The following
month, Turner laid down the Thomas A. Bynum Survey. It is
evident that, since the Garcia callsto adjoin the Bynum, the
Bynum is the senior Survey of the two.

In 1874, John A. Hill, District Surveyor, Smith
County, Texas, located the I. S. S. Lyons and S. A. & M. G.
R. R. Co. Surveys as a block and securely tied the block to
the West side of the senior Garcia Survey.

Corenillin 3¢ 283
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Finally, D. M. Edwards, County Surveyor, Smith
County, located the W. B. Mahomes Survey. This Survey was
securely tied to the Senior Gilkison and Garcia Surveys,
and T believe that I have located the original North corner
of the Mahomes Survey, as shown on the attached plat, mark=-
ed Exhibit "A",

The map of the area, covering both the Lyons and
Garcia Surveys, attached to and made a part of this report,
shows that those Surveys are securely tied together, and
are evidenced on the ground by deed record corners, iron
rods, marked lines, and trees dating back as far as 1Hp B
and by stream crossings and various other signs of occupa-
tion, all of which are recognized by the adjoining land
owners. Although some of the actual surveyed distances
vary considerab%y with their calls, it is my opinion that
the excess of 146.296 acres in the I. S. S. Lyons Survey,
and the excess of 2385659 acres in the Jose M. Garcia Survey,
are within the Surveys as Patented and their original de-
scriptions cover all of the land lying between the South
bank of the Sabine River and the boundary lines of the sur-
rounding Surveys. I suggest that the reason for the excess
may lie in the fact that the early Surveyors, (particularly
the Surveyor of the Lyons Survey), did not actually survey
the meanders of the River. -

Therefore, I recommend that the excess acreage be
awarded the Applicant.
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RECEIVED
JUL 16 1966 l
. - dler e
SEigE e Jerry Badle General Land Oifine
General Land Office

Austin, Texas

Re: Carl C. Anderson, Trustee
Deed of Acquittance Application
Jose M. Garcia Survey
I. S. S. Lyon Survey
Smith County, Texas

Dear Sir:

The following will be supplemental to our report dated
May 9, 1966 and is respectfully submitted upon the recommen-
dation of Mr. Jack Giberson, Chief Clerk of the General Land
Office, in order to set out our findings by actual ground

survey of the problems discussed in your letter dated June
8, 1964,

The de lineation of the two possible islands in the
Sabine River are explained by the fact that the apparent
channels on the South of the actual River Bed are nothing
more than high water sloughs and carry water only during
periods of heavy rain and excessive run off in the area and
do not form permanent islands.

The line in the Garcia Survey called to run North
61 degrees West 1300 varas to the Northeast cormer of Survey
No. 812, is in fact broken and set up on two courses due to
the local recognition of the adjoining land owners, on the
North and South of this line, and the original North corner
of the W. B. Mahomes Survey which was established in 1917 by
Surveyor D. M, Edwards, and honored by all parties concerned
since that time. We feel that a conflict would be created
if this line is re-established in one course and for that
reason we ask that the line be accepted as shown on the
plat.

Specializing In Pipe Line - Topography and Land Surveys
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The location in the Garcia and Lyon Surveys of the
Little Saline Creek, Prairie Creek, and Little Creek (now
known as Mill Creek) are further shown and set out on the
U. S, C, & G. S. Quadrangle map which is attached to and
made a part of this supplementary report. As discussed
with Mr. Jack Giberson and Mr. Victor Sterzing by A. W.
Osborn on his visit to the Land Office on July 10, 1966
regarding these problems, none of these creeks are possi-
ble navigable streams within the meaning thereof and do in
fact empty into a maze of sloughs and narrow chanmels of
the long abandoned old Sabine River bed which in this area
lies a considerable distance South of the present and well
defined River Bed.

This system of sloughs and narrow abandoned channels
extend substantially across the Garcia and Lyon Surveys
and we do not consider any of them to be navigable streams.

Since the writing of our first report, Mr. Victor
Sterzing has found the acreage call in the patent covering
the Jose M. Garcia Survey is erroneous in its amount of
3866.3 acres and actually calculates to be 3950 acres,
thereby reducing the excess found by resurvey to be
194.959 acres instead of 278.659 acres and we therefore
ask that these figures be revised on your copy of our
report.

//”RE ectfully submitted,
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