gsan Antonio, Texas, Nov. I8th, I892

Hon . W.L.MeGaughey ,
Commissioner General Land Office,
Austin, Texas.

Bear Sir:-

In accordance and in eonformity with your favor of the
I3th of August, I89I, in reply to our letter of August IIth,I391
(copies of b oth of which letters are herewith enclosed marked
“Exndb it A."): wWe most respeetfully represent that from the w.;a.rinus
data which we have been ale to collect in reference to the 'El
Sordo* grant, and the loeations surrounding the same, we believe
that certain tracts of land, viz: Sections 30X and 302 upon which
we havep een paying rent are notproperly mpruentéd upon the maps
of Bapata Comnty in your office, and that the grant of *El Sordo*
1ies and is situated as representedpy the accompanying sketeh, and
data herewith spmitted, with reference to the old grants of land
that have been recognized vy the General Land Office as valid grants
and in their proper positions, and in proof of which we s mit the
following propositions, that there maver was any vacant land upon
whieh Sections Nos. 301 and 302 couldbe located,
FIRST.- That b v Exht it*BY herewith sy mitted,p eing tie field
notes of “Las Vivoritas® grant for Feo.Montalbo, it is conelusively
shown that the southwest corner of *Vivoritas® whieh is also the
northwest corner of *“Palitos Blancos® is an old wellknown corner on
tae east line of *El Sordo* grant, which is provedby a line run
from the southeast corner of *Palitos Blancos®,a well defined and
undisputed corner in tae prairie of very aneient appearance being

well marked by two large stones and near the point designated gad
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and ealled *Laguna Tres Granjenas.®'

That in the survey for Francisco Montalt o of the granis'Las
Vivoritas*, the fifta eall of b cundary recites: “Thence south at 3897
varas the northeast corner of a survey in the name of Luis Vela
and called *El Sordo®* and with the west b oundary of the said Vela
survey (E1 Sordo) 13,298 varas to the northwest corner of the surveys
in the name of Rafael Garza and called *Palitos Blancos' a post in
stone mound for the southwest corner of this suwew:' making this
corner a comnon corner of these surveys.

SECOND. - By Exhd it *C% the corrected survey of*Palitos Blancos®
Rafael Garza 8ais, we show that the post and stone mound called for
as the southwest corner of *Las Vivoritas® is the identical corner
as ealled for in the survey of "Palitos Blancos® as the northwest
ecorner of the same on the east b ocundary of a grant called *El Sordo*
and always recognized as said corner‘Chapparros Pritoe#, which are
also mentioned in the eall for the northeast corner of the resurvey
of five sitios of land for Antonio Silvas, known as *Las Nonas de
San Domingo®, which corner is a square stone bearing south 5940 varas
from a corner on east line of *El Sordo‘grant the northwest corner
of "Palitos Blancos® and knowvn as 'Chapparras Prietost

THIRD.-  Exhd it*D* J.J.Dix’s sketech and survey sworn to shows that
the said corner known as *Chapparros Prietos®* and heretofore desig-
nated as (I) the southwest corner of *Las Vivoritas*® and (2) the
northwest corner of “Palitos Blancos® is west I0,435 varas and north
11,850 varas and west 6,236 varas from i:-he northwest corner of *Las
Animas® , b eing also the northeast corner of “Agua Nueva de Arrit a*,
which corner is marked by a monument of stone and mortar,b eing the
Mojenera originally placed marking tae common corner of the grants

mentioned, and®¥® a construetion demanding cognizance ast eing of hthe
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material recited in the calis for the said corners; the sbove distance
of 6,236 varasb eing short 264 varas of the actual distance required
in westing b etween the northwest corner of *Las Animas® and . the
east line of *Fl Sordo*grant, as per intermediate grants- thus
gonelusively proving that tie 'Fl Sorde* grant cannotbp e placed
farther east from this point.

FOURTH. - Exhir it “F¢ shows the point'as pile of stones® called for as
asb eing on the eastpb oundary line of *Fl Sordo* in the field notes
of *"Palitos Blaneos* a common corner of the grants'Las Vivoritas®
and*Palitos Blanecos*® is eonelusively proved to be the point known
as *Chapparros Prgéetos' by the field notes of the grant of *La Noria
de San Domingo® in the third eall of said survey these wcrds.r;.leaving
tue southwest corner of *Palitos Blancos® “thence north with the west
1ine of said *Palitos Blancos® survey 5«760 varas to a square stone
for northeast corner hereof, b earing south 5940 varas from a corner
on east line of "El Sordo* grant northwest corner of *Palitos Blancos'
said eornerp eing known as *El Chapparro Prieto® b Again therep eing
an old stome at the northeast corner of *El Sordo* grant as claimed
ty us 9400 varas due north of this pnint('ﬂlm;agarm Prieto*) by the
Montalo field notes undow tedly places thisfﬁpparm Prieto"

L eyond dispute.

Exhdp it*F* shows that i

FIFTH.- In the location of "Fl Sordo® grant, the survey of the
crant to Juan lManuel Zapata,by L.Haynes, surveyor of Zapata County
made on the 20-3f of Octq er I879, we find the first call to read:
sBeg inning at the northeast corner of grant E:LPegote: thence east
witn line of tract called "Alb ercade Ak ajo* at 5395 varas passed
southeast corner of “Alberca® at 8642 varas put post on line of 'Ef

Sordo*, from which a dog le mesquite =-=-----pears north 26 varas '

L
(making the distance from southeast corner of %Al erca grant to
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“El Scrdo’stﬁfﬁundary equal 5247varas ’thence south with line of

“El1 Sordo" 88I0 varas cerossed “El Rendado’road 9000 varas passed
corner of “El Sordo*'- thus showing ceonclusively that the west line
of the grant was fully recognized at this distance from the Southeast
corner of aforesaid “Alb erca* grant by Haynes.

SIXTH.- Exhd it *G* shows that on Oetq er I, I89I Lueciano Navarro,
the surveyor of Zapata County, makes a survey for ennneetiun as
follows:*Field notes of a connection line XXX from the soubheast
corner of the "Alp erca de A ajo'xXxXX to the west line of *El1l Sordo*:
Beginning at the southeast corner of said grant called "“A} erca de

&b ajo* at a large stone(a good monument) b eing also ihe northeast
corner of surveyNumbeér 283: 'hence east,with ﬁiﬂdegrees variation.
east,ﬂt 6200 varas intersect tie west line of “El Sordo'pasture fence
at 5892 varas set stake, Thence north at 46 varas a mesquite tree
marked = (this tree shows to havebp een a forked tree,westb ranch
having b een cut off near the ground)"

Showing that this tree was identieally the same tree as found

bt v Haynes twelve years previously and estd lishing eertainly the west
line of *Fl1 Sordo* grant.

SEVENTH.- As to connections of *El Sordo® grant with that of
"Noriacitas*, there are no two connections that agree, even if made
by the same surveyor, andput 1ittle dependence canbe placed ¥pon
these connections as to loeating *El Sordo* grant, Furthermore it

is top e considered that the grant *Fl1 Sordo® was the first tob &
resurveyed and patentedby the State, and should reallype considered
the initial point of that vieinity. 8nould *Noriacitas® be located
correctfyi by Haynes from the northwest corner of *Vivoritas*, then
his connechtion o the southwest corner of *El Sordo* is in error, and

would place"El Sordo* still furt.er west than it now is. Should

&
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“Noriacitas" pe correctly loecatedb y J.C.ﬁffrm the northwest
corner of *Vi oritas*, the error wouldbe still greater and place
“El Sordo* still furtier west. 'Noriacitas" is a survey in nn'way
coanected with *EL Sordo* or *Vb oritas®, or in fact with any other
survey of ail the numerous grants in that vieinity, and in fact has
no connection witi. any grant, nor does it call for any other Grant
excepting perhaps the grant of *El Mesquite® on the north, and the
connections made at different times of “Noriacitas* with®El Sordo*
do nct agree and must necessarily give way to more direct connect ions
made with adjoining tracts, The connection made by Haynes in the
.Chaneaca® survey (See Exhit it#") and that madep y Navarro (Sce
Exhid it"GY) twelve(I2) years afterward are the same with only a
diserepancy of 45 varas in distance, that can readilyb e accounted
for in the difference of chainingbp y different parties, and should
L e econsidered definite as to the westh poundary line of*El Sordo®
grant. The Locations or Serip surveys should notp e taken as
initial points from which, orby which to locate Grants, as Grants
b eing of superior value as pcints of location, and of more ancient
date, depend upon each other for their own locations, and Loeations
of Serip, or s sequent surveys, nustbe governed by the loeatic:-_ns

of grants and not confliet with them.
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