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JOHN H. POERNER AND ASSOCIATES 3

SAN AMTONIO, TEXAS - PHONE 224.0103
UVALDE, TEXAS - PHONE 278-2021

HOMDO, TEXAS 7TEBG61
204 BANK BUILDING
PHOHE HA &-3112

August 15th, 1972, RECEIVED
The Honorable Bob Armstrong SEP12 1972
Commissioner, General Land Office
Austin, Texas. 78701. General Land Office

Dear Commissioner Armstrong:

I am submitting this written report as an addendum to
my map dated August 15th, 1972, covering the various surveys
located about 19.5 miles N 13° W of Del Rio, in Val Verde
County, Texas. The authority of my survey is vested in a
request by Mary Irene Mayfield Taylor, owner of 6642.90072
acres of land adjoining the West side of the Devils River
and, since the creation of Amistad Lake, the Northern portion
of the Devils River prong or arm of that Lake that is defined
as a 1144.3 contour-line.

1 followed the customary procedure of beginning the
record search in the archives of your office and with the
assistance of Mr. Ray Wisdom and Mr. Vic Sterzing, I obtained
a copy of each of the original field notes of the various
surveys, along with any corrected field notes that have been
filed in your office. I was also supplied with the abstract
of title to the land by the owner. Finally, I had a copy
of a map, dated May 19, 1958, by Mr. J. Conklin, L.S.L.S.,
in roll sketch no. 70 and also a map dated July 21, 1960, by
Mr. H. Conger Jones, L.S.L.S., as filed in roll sketch No. 73.

The monument placed by Mr. J. Conklin at the Southeast
corner of Survey No. 85 was found on its common corner with
Surveys 84, 80 and 79, where he had placed an iron pipe marked
187.79-80-84", This iron pipe is 192.00 varas West of Mrs.
Taylor's Northwest property corner and, by traversing Eastward,
I found it to be within 3.6 varas of the distance reported by
Mr. Conklin between the Southeast corner of Survey No. 83 and
the Northwest corner of Survey No. 80.

There were many witness trees cited in the patents to
Survey No.'s 51 through 67, generally following the meanders of
the Devils River. Since those surveys were made in 1881, Central
Power and Light Company constructed Lake Walk in the area and
has inundated many of them. Subsequent construction of Amistad
Dam has increased the area of water coverage and there is no
possible chance of finding any of the witness trees of the
surveys last mentioned.
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The problem of exact construction of the Surveys from 80,
84, 73 and 64 Westward to include all those surveys in the
Horshoe Bend of the Devils River, is that the location by
Mr. Conklin of the Northwest corner of Survey No. 80 is not in
harmony with the Surveys 51 through 67. I would like to ask
you to superimpose the translucent film over the aerial photo-
graphy that I am supplying herewith and notice that the various
meanders of the river fit very closely with the working sketch
that I have also enclosed. The working sketch, when superimposed
on the photography, reveal that the exact construction of the
river surveys to adjoin the corner set by J. Conklin at the
Northwest corner of Survey 80 would have a variance of one half
mile. At this point, I am not disagreeing with the Conklin
location of the Northwest corner of Survey 80, since I am sure
he must have performed extensive work to the North as reflected
by his map filed in roll sketch no. 70. It does not, because
of its previous filing, allow me any latitude other than to re-
construct the surveys to the East of Survey 80 so that they
coincide and have some semblance of the original pattern as
reflected in the field notes of record in your office.

1 am pleased to report that the various meanders of the
Devils River, as reflected in Mr. A. Wiehetsche's field notes
of April 8th, 1881 for Survey No.'s 50 through 55 and Survey
No. 67, very closely reveal the same connection of the Devils
River as I find it today. We would have to assume that Mr.
Wiehetsche was actually on the ground (at least along the
Devils River) and made the necessary observations to complete
the field notes for these river surveys. The fact that he
did mark various corners along the river and he did report
the correct meanders of the river, it seems only proper that
I give greater weight to the river calls than to his call for
a joiner on to Survey No.'s 66, 71 and 82, Therefore, I have
tried to re-construct these river surveys, as close as possible,
to the location of the corners laid down by Surveyor Wiehetsche.

I have also monumented as many corners as possible so that
there is permanency on the ground, for future use, and in the
interests of having a complete and permanent identity between

the records of the General Land 0ffice and monuments on the
ground.

RECEIVED

SEP 12 1972
General Land Office
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I am also enclosing herewith corrected field notes,
prepared by me, for Survey No.'s 54, 55, 67, 71, 81 and.82,
in order that Deeds of Acquitance may be issued. I am also
enclosing corrected field notes to Survey No.'s 50, Y, 9k2]
53 and 66, in order to correct the abstracts of each survey.
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L.S.L.S., R-P.S.
/
|II /
I'\

Respectfully submitted. —
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RECEIVED
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General Land Office
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