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August 3, 1940

Hon. Bascom Gi.es, Commissioner

General Land Office

Austin, dexas
Honorabie Sir:
I have your .etter of August 1, Td:caf, requesting additional
information on ceritain corners in Lik. V-7, Val Verde County.

During the spring of 41936 I run out a .arge part of Bik. V-8
inciuding the morth part of Survey #o. 50, George Gibus, original
gruntee. Aprii 7, 1838, I secured o working skeieh jfrom your office
eoveriny parvs of Bik. A-Z-2, A-3, V-7, and V-8, as there had ciways
been considerable gonfiict of opion a8 to just where certain b.ock
+~ines are Locatea in thie area. We jfirst succeeded in finding and
tdentifying the rock mound for the southwest corner of Survey iNo. .16,
Bilk. A-3. ZIThis rock mounc was gitucted on ithe side of the hiii and
the rocks which had been piied up were scaitered, however, the working
sketch above mentioned refers to the jfoot of @ biuff, ii35 vre. north
of the southwesi® corner of Survey No. .7, B.k. A-3, ond we were able
to get our bearings from this point and found the "z" and the "4A"
cal.ed for ih the Wiliicms fieid notes as bearinge for the northwest
corner of Survey Wo. 17, seme being the southwest corner of Survey No.l8.

We were atiempting to iocate ot that tiwe. the east iine of
Survey uJo. 24 pevented by J. H, sdii.s, and surveyed by wr. Hope
February &£3, .19€0. 4Mr. Hope c.aim8 to hove found the southwest corner
of Survey WNo. .6 and the northwest corner of Survey Wo. 16, iLut none
of the parties inierested in the survey made by Mr. Hope in 1920 were
present ot the time.

After finding the bearings jor the southwest corner of Survey 16,
I run north 1900 vrs. ond found another scaiiered stone mound, a
Jurther search reveaiing the bearings "X" and "A" as reecorded in the
JSield notes. From this point we projected o .iine north 6609 vra.

Sor the west Line of Blk. V-7,

Last Uctober the Chris Hutto ranch which inciuded Survey No. 16

and Survey No. 15, Blk. A-3, Survey WNo. i8 and Survey Wo. 13, Bik.V-7

was soid and I wes engaged to check the fence .ines and determine
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if same were on the survey lines as far as outer boundary fences were
concerned. ZIhis necessitated .ocaiing the north ;iné of Survey 18,
ond Survey .13, Bik. V-7. We started thie survey at the northwest
corner of Survey 16, Bik A-3, thence east ot 1S00 vrs. we found
o very well preserved rock mound and the beerings "X" and "A" des-
eribed in the fielid notes. At 3500 vrs. we found cnother scatiered
rock mound and the bearings "A" and "i" as recorded in the [fieid
notes, however, the "X" wee not 8o wel. preserved, and my chainman
Wiiliom Boggess, without my knowiedge re-cut the "i" to make it more
vieibie, this being the only change mcde in any of the Wiliicme mounds.
From the northeast corner of Survey .16, we run north IS00 vrs. where
we found o rock mound fairly wei. preserved. ur. Chris Huiio, who
wa8 with the surveying party, onad who hod rived in ithe country a
number of yecrs remembered having seen an "X" cut in @ fiaT rock near
this mound. ASter considercb.e uifficu.ty, we found the "X" buried
under o few inches of dirt ond becring north two vras. Jrom what
cppeared to have been the center of the rock mound. MUT. Hutto thou,ht
we would find ¢ rock mounc gimiiariy .marked for the northwesé corner
of Survey 13, ond he stoted that he remembered seeing the mound some
25 years cgo when building the fence along the north line of Survey 13
end 18, Blk V-7. #He failed to find cny indicetion of ¢ rock mound
or marke ot this point there being o fence aliong the survey line which
probably cecounts for the mound beiny destiroyed. KNo one in the vicinity
has any reco..ection of ever seeing o mound that couid be identified
as the northwest corner of Survey 18. November 2, 1939, I erected
the mound described in my fieid notes covering Survey 17, Blk. V-7
Jfor the southwest corner of 8c¢id Survey 17 ond the northwest corner
of Survey #o. 18.

I was toid thot we wou.d Jind the rock mound in the northeast
corner of ©urvey #o. 12, Blk. V-7, but @ very thorough search
Jfailed to locave cnything. Judge Joseph Jones, who was Jormeriy
Surveyor of Vel V erde Counvy, gave me instruetions for locating
the rock mound for the southecst corner of Survey Ho. 16, Blk. V-7.
e run o course north 3695 vrs. from the Willioms mound Jfor the
northeast corner of Survey Wo. .5, Bik V-8, thence east 1797 uvrs.
to where Mr. Jones 8said we wouid find @ .arge cedar iree and That the

corner would be in the neighborhood of 200 vrs. to the northeast.
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We failed to find any evidence of the Cedar tree but did find a
very wei. preserved but unmarked rock mound north 45° ecst £1E vrs.
Jrom where our survecy indicatved the Cedar tree should have been
ilocated. I have shown this .iine in red on The accompanying skeitch.

The rock mound for the northeast corner of Survey No. 1€ was
estoblished by 4r. Dodd a8 was the rook mound 835 vre. 33232 which
i8 known locally as "Duﬁ¢£ and Char.ie€'s corner”". ihe records in
your office ,J am sure ore comp.eite covering this Dodd survey. By
mutual agreement the .cnd owners in the vieinity cecept the Dodd
work without quesition. Of course, this survey was mace in JSoirly
recent timeé ond virtuociiy ony ranchmaen knows the location of both
of these mounde. I, personaliiy, have used these mounds on a number
of occasiong to re-iococive the Dodd .ine und have jfound that they
check correct.y with eli of Dodd work to the north, however, the
mound at the southecst corner of Survey No. i6, Bik. V-7 is not 8o
weld idenvified. AMr. B. Newman, who owns thie survely, sto.es that
Mr. Doda run o line to this corner at the time he wos surveying
out the .Land to the north.

Mr. Lee Whitehead purchased the 4 sections, 14, 15, 17, and
189%, in Buk. V-7, about the jfirst of this year having already
ageguired the Huitto ranch to the south. At the time of the purchase
of the Hutio ranech by 4r. M. 4, Harrison, it was agreed that ithe
fence clong the north iine of Survey .3 and 18, Bik. V-7 was actually
on the line surveyed by idr. fierce. I have been uncile to locate
any documentary evidence that ur. Pierce found the original rock
mound, however, the general consensus of opinion cmong people Living
at that time wos vhat @ chain of rock mounde exieted ciong the
north line of Survey 2, 12, 13, and 18, Bik. V-7. This i8 about ali
the informction I have on the subjeet, however, i% is my opinion
that the original surveyor of Bid. V-7 aectuaily located this .ine
l milie north of the south .ine of the Block. JLater iir. G. M. Wiiitcms
surveyed out the norih iine of bik. A-3 cnd the fact that the fence
along the north iine of Survey .3 and 18 is excetly 1900 varae norith
of the Wilitomse mounds& indicated that one surveyor had know.edge of
the other surveyor's work. A;sé, a8 Your recorde willi show, the

Dodd survey pulli lines north in this vicinity, and cgain it i% my
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opinion that the ezxcess wus throun into Bik. V-7 in this manner.
I would, personalliy, regret very much to see the excess in Bik. V-7
pro-roted through the entire three mi.es norivh and 8outh, as Sfences
and other land iines to the east are ali 1900 veras north of the
north line of Bik. A-3 and there would be much .ess complication
if the Generu.i Land Office were to consider the evidence herewith
regarding the no%th iine of Surveys 8, i&y 45 ona U8, Bilk. V-7 as
sufficient to throw the excess in the & mi.es adjninin§ Biock V-7.

In ony event we wii.i be very /appy to correct the Jfield notes
sent you herewitﬁ to cover any portion of the exces: That you 8ce Jit

to aliot to the surveys in QUESTION.

Yours truiy,

H., Conger Jone

County Surveyor
Vali Verae County
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