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Wichita Falls, Texas R EOE' VE
December 6, 1949 D
BEC 30 1349
lr. Bascom Giles,

Commissioner of the General Land Office, ' EEHEM wu W’L’E

Austin, Texss.
Dear ur. Gilea:

I desire to make the following report in connection
with survey recently made of the B.Brown Sarvey No.809
U-67 and the J.Johnson survey ¢ £5/131 located on Red
FEiver in the lortheast part of wWichita County, lexas.

The N. Salina3s survey, beinz the senior survey calls
to begiu 30,200 varas & 76°W fro.. the mouth of Big Wichita
River on the ba:dk of Red River, as it would be very im-
practiocal to try to loecste this survey in this manner, I
worked fwom its occupied corners, its East line being 1200
varas in length, I bezin my survey at its SE corner which
is also the NBE corner of the [Fisher surw y which was
located at & much later date, I ran N 00920'W 1200.0 varas
and established its NE corner, the B.brown survey llo.o09
calls to bezin &t the NE corner of the N. Salinas survey,
thence East 1544.0 varas, I found this to be 1440.4 varas
and is partly cooperated by the call of 10lg varas in ths
south line of the J. Johnson survey lylng to the Norxrth,
the suarvey naving been made in 1666 the original corners
of the B. Brown g8hould have been identifiable at that time,
thence I ran South along the Esast line of the B. Brown
gurvey a8 occupled 1497.7 varas to its SE cornmer,  which
is 490 varas South of the SW corner of the 5. Brown survey
Ho.B808 aa called for in its field notesa, thence West 1451l.7
varas to the SE corner of the Fisher survey, thence NI 000
20'W 1497.7 varas to the place of beginning. This will give
the B.Brown survey Ho.809 an excess of 60.98 acres.

Before makinz the survey of the J.Johnson survey C 258/131
I studied all the available information on this area and found
that the South bank of Ked Hiver has been located im various
positions since 18566 the first record we have on its location,
in 1886 the J.Johnson survey was located and lies between
the Horth line of the B5B.Brown 3urvey lo.804 and the South
bank of Red River, I have shown the original meanders of
the South banik of Red River according to its field notes in
15886 on the attached 2lat, the next record we have showing
the South bank of Red River was in 1926 which was located
at that time under the direction of the Supreme Court of
the United States which according to the survey at that
time practically eliminated sll of the J.Johnsom survey
and & part of the B. Brown survey 1i0.809, I have &lso shown
the mesnders of the South bank of Red River &according %o
this survey on the rFlat.

I have been familiar with Red River since about 1915
and have hunted ducks along same ian this area umany times
since 1913, my first recollection of +the river was its
width which in many places would be &8 much as & mile in
width and consisting of & low sandy bed, the low water
flow changing after each rise in the river and meandering
back and forth across this low sandy are&, about the
only growth or vegatation between the bluff lines on
each side of the river was a few small willows asnd
cottonwoods, &8 this ares was settled up and the means
of transportation became more readily available to the
people they would take the salt cedar from the Brazos
Rover and set it out in their yards for shrabery, in this
way it gradually spread to the banks of Red River and
became really noticeable in the early twenties, as the
low sandy area along the banks of Heu River was very
suitable for its growth it spread rapiddyland with its
extensive root system and thick growth has gradually
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confined the river to & much narrower chanell, the banks
being 10 to 1k feet in height along the edge of the
vegatation at the present time while iz the early yesars
it would only be &2 or 3 feet in height, this takes care
of the volume of water at ordinary flood stage without
overflowing the vulle y lands,

The aerial map whieh is hereto attached taken in
darch 1942 was after an excessive period of rain, a8
1941 was & year in which we had an excessive period of
rain, much more than the normsal yearly average for this
srea and it is my belief that the river is gradually
being stabilized to a deeper and narrower chanell, due
the thick growth of salt cedar , there are also & nuuber
of large Cottonwood and & few Pecan treea growing in
this valley land which indicates that the flood stages
of the river have been confined to its chunell for &
number of years.

I also want o0 ca&ll to your attention a part of the
testimony beford the Supreme Court of the United Itates
in 1925 in the boundary suit between Oklahoums and Texas
in which it was stated that only one avulsive change =
had:feken place along the lorthern boundsary line of
Wichita County, this being & chanell which was cut
between what is now kanown as icFarland Island and the
South bluff line along the Red River, this took
place in 1591 a few years after the J., Johnson aurvey
was located and the evidence showed that LeFarlsnd Island
was3 once & part of the mainland of Texas, accordingly
the South bank of the River was located alonz the Ilorth
boundary line of the Island.

¥rom the evidence obtained on the ground in makinz my
surve y it appears that the South bank of Red River has
graduddly receded lorthward in this sres, most of which
has taken place since 1925, as stated sbove there are’
some large Cottonwood trees growing &t the present time
near the South bank of the river a3 1 have .shown ssame-
on the attached Plat and I want to csll to jour attention
the two pecan trees located near the NW cormer of the !
5 Brown survey Wo.808, L would estimate theBe to, be Lrom o
15 to 20 years old, these trees are locatei &long s small
embankment approximately three feet iu height ilhdicating
that This was considered the bank of the river st oune biue
and &8 it 1s approximately the location of the = weanders
of the river in 1006 when the two Johnson sirveys were
located it is reasonable to believe +that this was the''
bank of the river at that time. '

I also want to refer you %0 the Court Judgement of
the T6th. Distriet Court in Wichita County August 1z, 1386,
suit styled Chas cridgen ve Joe ward , County Surveyor; -
No. 17881-B, Judgement lio. 47847 recorded in Vol 5 Page
127 78th. District Court records in which it was set"oilt-
that no vacant land existed lorth of the . Gilbert surwy
and South of the South bank of Red River, <the . Gilbersd
survey lies ju3t Weat of the J.Johnson survey.

It is my conclusions that the ares shown on the attached
Plat a8 the J.Johnson survey C 25/131 is & part of the said
Johnson survey, sSaid survey now containing 377.35 acres,
and belng accreted land csaused by the South bank of
Red River gradually moving Northward.

Yours very truly,

.,r"'f 2 :
L‘%%Rnas Corlett)
Liceneed Land surveyor Of

Wichita Couanty, Texas.
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