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58 GENERAL LAWS.
JIM WELLS COUNTY—CREATION OF.

H. B. No. 119.] CHAPTER 140.

An Act to create and establish the county of Jim Wells, taken from the
existing territory of Nueces county, preseribing its area and bounda-
ries, appeinting commissioners to organize sald county, and preserib-
ing their duties; providing for a division of said county into commission-
ers and justices precinets; providing for holding county and precinet elec-
tions for the election of connty and nrecinet officers, and the location of
the county seat of sald county; providing for the attachment of =aid
county to judiecial, representative, senatorial and congressional dis-
tricts and supreme judicial districts; providing for the assessment
and colleetion of taxes, and for the defraying the expenses of organ-

¢ izing said county, and for the new county to pay its pro rata share
of the debt of the county from which it is taken; repealing all laws
and parts of laws in conflict herewith, and declaring an emergency.

Be it enacled by the Legislature of the State of Tezas:

Secrion 1. That a new county to be called the county of Jim
Wells is hereby created, containing a superficial area of about eight
hundred and sixty-five square miles, taken from the territory of the
existing county of Nueces, and beginning at a point in the south line
of Live Oak county, the N. E. corner of Duval county and the N.
W. corner of Nueces county for the N. W. corner of this county:
thence south with the east line of Duval county and west line of
Nueees county about fifty-five (55) miles to the 3. E. corner of
Duval county and S. W. corner of Nueees connty for the southwest
corner of this county; thence easterly with the south line of Nueces
county and north line of Starr county at about nine and six-tenths
(9.6) miles past northeast corner Starr county and northwest cor-
ner Hidalgo county at about ten and six-tenths (10.6) miles to a
point where the east line of the Houghten pasture produced would
intersect this line for a corner of this connty; thence northerly with
the east line of the IHoughten pasture produced about twenty-six
(26) miles to a point in the north line of Mrs. H. M. King’s pas-
ture and south line of lands of Lmeiano Gareia and others for a cor-
ner of this county; thence casterly with said south line of Lueiano
Gareia and others and north line Mrs. II. M. King’s pasture at
about four and three-tenths (4.3) miles pass a corner said lands,
continuing on same ecourse at about seven and two-tenths (7.2)
miles to a point where the center line of the road along the east line
of Sections 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 and the west line of Seetions 14, 15, 16,
17, 18 and 19 of the subdivision of the Benton pasture produced would
interseet this line for a eorner of this eounty; thenee north casterly
with said eenter line of road along the east line of Sections 8, 9, 10,
11, 12 and 13 and the west line of Scetions 14, 15, 16, 17, 18 and 19
of the subdivision of the Denton pasture about nine and ejcht-tenths
(2.5} miles to a point in north line **Las Sanees’ grant and sonth line
of the “ Arua Dulea’ erant, being the northeast corner of Seetion 13
and the northwest eorner of Seetion 14 of the subdivision of the Ben-
ton pasture; thenee easterly with said sonth line of the ** Agua Dulea®
grant and north line **las Sanees™ grant to the sonthwest corner
of the lands of Richard King and the southeast eorner of lot 13 of
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the R. King farm lots for a corner of this eounty; thenee northerly
with the cast line lots B, 17, 18, 19 and 20 and west line of the
lands of 1. King at about five (5) miles pass northeast eorner said
lot 20, R. King farm lots, continuing on same course at about seven
and five-tenths (7.5) miles to a point where this line will intersect
the southeast line of the lands of John H. Gallagher and northwest
line of Shares 10 and 1 of the Bluntzer partition produeed for a eor-
ner of this county ; thence, northeasterly with said southeast line John
H. Gallagher and northwest line of shaves 10 and 1 of the 13lunt-
zer partition produced about eleven and five-tenths (11.5)
miles to a point in the center of the main channel of the Nucees river
for a corner of this county; thenee up the center of the main chan-
nei of the Nucees river, with its meanders to a point a common eor-
ner of Live Oak and Nueces counties for a corner of this county;
thence westerly with the south line of Live Oak county and north
line of Nueces county abont twenty-one and five-tenths (21.5) miles
to place of beginning, containing about 865 square miles, .

Sec. 2. That William Adams, W. T. Wright, W. W. West,
Charles Premant and James F. Scott are hereby appointed commis-
sioners to organize said county, and before entering upon their du-
ties herein prescribed shall take an oath before some efficer qualified
to administer oaths faithfully and carcfully to discharge the same.

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the said commissioners, a majority of
whom shall constitute a quorum, for the transaetion of business, to
employ a competent surveyor to run the lines of said eounty, malke
field notes thereof and establish its corners and boundaries and lay
off and divide said new county into four convenient precints for the
election of county commissioners, and not less than four convenicnt
precinets for the election of justices of the peace and constables, par-
tieularly defining the boundaries of such precinets, and also to desig-
nate convenient places in said new county where elections shall be
held, and appoint a presiding officer for each place designated in
such new county for holding elections. Said commissioners shall
keep or cause to be kept a record of all their procecdings, and ecause
the original thereof to be filed with the county elerk as an archive
of said pew county.

SEc. 4. The commissioners appointed under this Act to organiz
the new county shall meet in the town of Alice within ten days from
the taking effect of this Aet, or as early thereafter as practicable:
that William Adams is hereby designated as the presiding officer
and chairman of said commissiorers, whose duties shall be to eal]
the commissioners together at such times and place as may be nee-
essary for the performance of the duties preseribed for them in this
Aet, and for the purpose of organizing the county. For the purpose
of perfecting the organization of said new county, said commission-
ers and the presiding officer thereof, as above provided, shall have
and exereise all the powers and duties preseribed by Chapter 2, Title
23, of the Revised Statutes, 1895, conferred on the commissioners
court and county judge. respectively, except as herein otherwise
provided. An eleciton shall be ordered in said eounty as early as
practicable for all county and precinet officers allowed op permitted
by law to be elected, and also for the location of the county seat of



60 GENERAL LAWS,

said new county, giving at least twenty days’ notice of the time and
place of election by printed hand bills posted in one or more public
places in each precinet of said new eounty, and by publication thereof
in a weekly newspaper published in said new county, which order
shall state the names of the precinet officers for each place designated
in such new county for holding elections, and shall give the bounda-
rics of the election precinets and name the officers to be elected. All
notices provided for herein shall be signed by the presiding officer
or chairman of said commissioners. The said election shall be con-
duetid and governed by the general laws on the subject of general
eleetions, and the returns of said clection ghall be made to the com-
missioners hereinbefore appointed, who shall open the election re-
turns, canvass same, and declare the resuolt, and shall issue to the
candidate or candidates who have received the greatest number of
votes a ecertificate of election, stating therein the office to which such
vandidates have been elected, the number of votes polled for him,
and the day on which said election was held, and shall sign the same
and shall approve the official bonds of the officers elected. The
oflicers elect may take the oath of office before any notary public of
Nueces county or any notary publie whose office is within the. terri-
tory of the new county and orizinally appointed as a notary public
of Nueees county, and said officers shall hold office until the next
vencral eleetion for eounty officers, and until their sunceessors are
qualified.

Sec. 5. Until said officers are elected and qualified, all the terri-

tory in said new county shall belong, for all purposes, to the county
from which the same is taken, and when said new county has been
Dully organized, as herein provided for, and its officers clected and
rjualified the same is hereby made a part of the Twenty-eigth Judi-
vial District of the State of Texas, and the said county of Jim Wells
1< hereby attached to the Twenty-third Senatorial Distriet, and the
Nivety-fourth Representative District and the Fifteenth Congres-
stonal Distriet and the Fourth Supreme Judieial Distriet.
. »ees 6. The said new county shall defray all expenses ineurred
i perfeeting its organization, and shall also pay its pro rata of
tie liabilities now existing of the county from which its territory is
tiken in the manner, proportion and extent as fixed and provided
for by the general laws of the State.

SEC. 7. [The assessor of Nuecces eounty, out of which said new
vounty is ereated, shall assess the State, county and distriet taxes,
It any there be, on all property subject to taxation in said new
vonnly for the year 1911, and for prior years, in the same manner
= 1F mo new county had been ereated by this Aet. The tax collector
oF Nueees county may colleet the taxes for the year 1911 and prior
Years assessed against the property situated in said new connty
until said new county shall have been duly organized by the elee-
Hion amd qualifieation of its oflicers, and pay the same to the county
treasurer of Nueces county, less his lawinl commissions. When
S new eonnty shall have been organized, it shall be the duty
of the tax eolleetor of Nueees eounly to make a written monthl ¥ re-
Pork ol all faxes eolleeted by him on property situated in said new
vty to the commissioners court of Nueees county, a eertified copy
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Boundaries, Names, and Marginalia

Original boundary surveys executed by the appropriate organization provide the de-
finitive evidence for settling boundary questions, so the source documents, not the
Survey's topographic maps, have primary legal significance with respect to land

ownership or jurisdictional limifs.

Civil Boundaries

Civil boundaries are the limiting lines of jurisdic-
tional authority for the various levels of government.
These boundaries are shown on topographic quadran-
gle maps of the Geological Survey, but they are invari-
ably derived from another source. The Survey does not
make original boundary surveys, and the boundaries
shown on the maps are not intended as conclusive evi-
dence of land ownership or jurisdictional limits. Origi-
nal boundary surveys executed by the appropriate or-
ganization provide the definitive evidence for settling
boundary questions. Nevertheless, the boundaries
shown on Survey quadrangle maps are often regarded
by the general public and local authorities as represent-
ing authoritative locations. For this reason, boundaries
are delineated on these maps as carefully as possible
from available source documents; but the fact remains
that the source documents, not the topographic maps,
have primary legal significance with respect to bound-
aries. A notable exception is that the State of West Vir-
ginia has enacted legislation which establishes the
boundaries of the State and its counties to be those
shown on USGS topographic quadrangle maps.

Boundary Classification and Selection

The international boundaries of the United States
were established through treaties made by the nations
concerned (Van Zandt, 1976). The land portions of such
boundaries have been surveyed and monumented, and
are recoverable as well-defined lines. Those portions
following water features are fixed by reference monu-
ments.

State boundaries have been defined by Congress
and can be changed only by agreement of the legisla-

Civil Boundaries

73

p—

5?/‘:;/‘?
_—

tures of the concerned States with the consent of Con-
gress (Van Zandt, 1976). (As a possible exception, there
is a body of opinion holding that, under the terms of the
Congressional resolution consenting to the erection of
Texas into a State, Texas can unilaterally divide into as
many as five States.) Most of the land portions of State
boundaries have been surveyed and monumented.
Where the monuments exist, the boundaries are re-
coverable as well-defined lines; however, durable
monument material was not always used, and in some
localities the monuments may have partially or wholly
disintegrated and disappeared over considerable lengths
of the boundary.

Boundaries of civil subdivisions within a State are
usually fixed by legislative action, but in some cases au-
thority may be delegated to counties for local determi-
nation of their respective subdivisions. The boundaries
of counties (including parishes in Louisiana and muni-
cipios in Puerto Rico) are reasonably stable but locations
may not always be readily identifiable on the ground.

In the 50 States, the Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico,
counties or equivalent units are divided into minor civil
subdivisions for governmental, administrative, educa-
tional, and other public purposes. The stability of these
subdivision boundaries and the accuracy with which
they have been described or marked may vary from
State to State. Boundaries that are unstable or were not
precisely established are difficult to recover and plot on
the map. Therefore, quadrangle maps show only those
minor civil subdivision boundaries that have been rea-
sonably stable.

Records showing locations and changes of boun-
daries of incorporated places are kept by local or county
offices, or both, and are examined before locating such
boundaries on the map. Incorporated places include cit-
ies, towns, villages, and special-purpose tracts of land.
These incorporated places may be subdivisions of the

_—
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