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Beaumont, Texas.
June 26 th 1936.

Hon. J.H.Walker, Commisioner.
Austin, Texas.

Dear Sir :-

WE enclose herewith next attached Mr T.M. Hyde's

report tp-us covering the re*survey of the Hiram Barber,
J.A.Vickers, P.S.Watts and H&TCRy Co., Survey No. 196., which
all are lo cated in Hardin County, with exception of the
P.S.Watts of which portion of this survey extends into Tyler
County. We are also mailing to you a tube containing the traﬂsing
covering the above surveys under seperate cover.
Mr Hyde will in few days be able to mail you the cor-

rected field notes of the P.S.Watts as required by your office.

Yours very truly.
Olive-Sternenberg & Co. ,.

Per 6b1£u4¢514§1 .
Chas.A.Sternenberg..’—

Olive-Sternenberg & Co. .,
1460 Craig Street.
Beaumont, Texas.

RECEIVED
JUN 2 71936
PEFERED TO WAP
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Kountze,Texas,

May 7th,1936,

-

dr,Chas A,Sternenberg, 5
Besumont ,Texsas,
Deexr Sir:i-

Herewith hand you map showing the condition of the surveys in the
Northeastern portion of Hardin dounty re T sseertained them to be in a
resurvey of the Hiram Rarber and other lands in that viecinity,

] Cn tpril 6th,1936 with R,E,Vickers,rodman,J.L.Brackin and ¢.¥.
! Deniel ,chsinmen,I began at the S.E.corner of the most Souvthern N,.H, Hove
| survey wnere on a nrevious survey I had determined this corner to be in
‘ order to get a starting mnoint Tor the Hiram Rarber,

wrom this corner we ran & random line Soutn for & distance or 62BY¥"S
to a point from which we ran = random East 202 varass to the point from -
- whieh the original location of the Hiram Barber was located by E,.S.Pitts
in 1858,%e failed to find Pitts corner as deseribed by him so we started
‘ from this point and ran South fto Village nreek to look for the corner that
k Pitts deseribed there for the Southwest cormner of the Barber.io evidence
of corner wes found,The line to this moint is over cutover lamnds and no
, trees old enough to beer the originsl marks found,Our distance to the ereek
! is 1297 varss while Pitts called the dlstance 1245,The ereck nas changed /1s
i run here snd is 75 varas further South thsn it was nany years ago.VWe tried
i to check up the meanders of the ereek nas given in the various fieldnotes
{ of the Rarber survey but find they 4o not remotely conform toc the astusl
meenders of the ereek and in many instances we find we are a guarter af a
mile away from the cereek,l have found this eondition prevails inS$o”éof the
surveys of early date in this and other counties,

f Pinding nothing conclusive on the greek we returned to point Tor
; Pitts N.VW.corner of the Barber and ran a line North te look for the N.W,.

| corner of the Rsrber as set forth in the correcticn of same.At at a dist-

b ance of 108 varas we pass a sizke set by some surveyor for the Geo.Kisner
| gnd J,T7,Pitis surveys.VWe failed to identify the place as ihe corner g&o
continued our coumse =nd at 567.5 varas, we found the N.W,corner of the H,
Rarber survey £s set out on working sketch,youthe General Land Office,.The
witness trees had been cut but the stumps of same were found,VWe also found
2 other cormer stekes set by other surveyvors for this corner buffneither
of them was any remote evidence of the real corner,The working sketeh just
referred to gives the West line of the H,Barber as 1731 varas but setually
it is 1858.9 vares giving an 'excess of 127.9 varas over the ceall for the
¥est line, "

' From the N,W.corner of the H,Rarber just found we ran & line East
through very dense undergrowth for a distance of 1956 varas to 2 peint,VWe
failed to find any corner or even & mark old or new on the 1ine or nesr it,
There was plenty of timber suiteble to heve the marks of the original survey

. on them showing either the line of the B.,R.B.& C.H.R.R.C0,.N0,119 or the
H.,Barber so it mey be nossible the line of neither survey was ever marked
out on the ground as it Ffregquently haprvened the locators Aid not close
these surveys upon the ground but closed them in the office especinlly when

{ the lines cerried them through dense brush and swanps such as exist in

1 the greater part of this eounty.
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Heving failed in finding any evidence of the North line of ihe
H.Rarber we returned to the N.VW.corner as we find it and ran Bast for a
distance of 278 varas ms ealled Tor in the J,.7.Pitts field notes ns the
lower &.W.corner of the B.B.RB.& ¢.R.R.,R.C0,W0,119 and the S,E.corner of the
J.7.Pitts survey.This point will be found in an old field which was culi-
vated for a long time many years ago and all evidence consequently gone,
Ve ren 2 line North for a distance of 570 varams as set forth in the rield
notes of these surveys to try and locate the corner on the sSouth line of
R.P,TPorbes survey whieh is & senicr survey to either the Pitts or See.ll9
and failed in finding any evidence whatever of a line or corner of eiilner
of the surveys mentioned,This line slso leads through dense brush whieh is
extremely hard to get about in to look for marks,

After making a close search for marks of the R,P,TPorbes and the
2.B.B.&% 0.R.R.R.%0.N0,119 without results we then tried for the East lines
of the H.Rarber so went to a stake that had been set on a previous survey
for the N.E.corner of H.& T.3.R.R.00,191 and the N,W,corner of Seec,No,190
end ren a line South therefrom 1900.,8 varas to look for the §,W.corner of
cection Wo,190,H,.& T.0.R.R.00o. As this corner was witnessed by only one
witness tree we made no attemwt to find it as one witness tree 1s not
gufficient to identify & corner.wWe ran Bast 476 varas to look for the N.W.
corner of Section No,179,H.& T.0.R.R.00.This corner being originally wit-
nessed by two vin oaks which are not found as we did not take up tinme look-
ing for them btut turned South and at 122,6 varas we Tound tne old line of
sgetion Wo.179 to be 17,1 varas to the Bast of our line and set over to
old line and eontinued our course for a Alstance of 728.6 varas pass a cor-
ner msde for J.L.Kirby,at 1119.2 varas we find a corner set up for the N,F,
corner of the H,Barber with an old line leading West therefrom which we
rebheed for a distsnce of 866 varas snd fell North of our mark set for the
g, B.corner of R.B.B.& 0.K.R,R.C0,No0,119,21,9 varas,The patent to the H,
Rerber nalls this offset line to be 65 varas long.Still no evidence could
be found of the line and corner for the Section sc we returned to the cor-
ner on the West line of N0.179 =nd were &ble to identify the corner of the
H,Barber at that point by the stumpholes and logs of the old witness trees
which had fallen,

We then eotinued our course South along the old West line or
Seetion No.179 for a total distance thereon of 1900,8 varas but found noth-
ing eslled for in notes to same nor did we find any line here for the J.A.
Viekers =3 nralled for in notes of this section.We set a mark and ran West
350 varas to look for the Vickers league N,W.corner but nothing found to
indicate same,

We ran Soutn from this peint 2592 varas to look for something to
indiecate, where the corner of the Vickers league should be,0n this course
we weres two lines one of which was a very old line and the other a later
one, At 2500 we set a mark for the 2,W,corner of the Viekers league and
st 2592 varass we fell Esst of a large stake which had been set for the
W.W.corner of the A.A.Burrill league by the surveyor in locating the G.W,
Eaton survey.A line of recent survey runs South from the stake and witnesszrees
sre marked, however it is all new work,

We then returned to our mark at 2500 varas and ren West €600 varas
to look for evidence of the N.W.corner of the A,A.Burrill league as shown
on the working sketeh referred to above.The point falls in open space and
nothing wes found here.We turned South and at 771.8 varss we intersect the
North bank of Villege ereek.The creek here is South of the old run of same
and shows to #¥ be constantly shifting South.when we entered the creek
bottom we found a new line which had been imade quﬁ:hghfggxwline of Baton
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THe WO k&v'ﬂebﬂ:‘ %’fmf tnis ‘eorner of the Raton to le

Aipectly North of the V,E,cor -ﬁ? the S.B.Coower survey losated ori‘the
Soutn benk of ereek Being unable té nress the woreck we set a signal marker
for observation froif the South bank and hemporaci&? iban@pnsd invas#&ga$ion \
in this loecality, B8 oF g

| 1 3 vl J -

we returned to the mark set for the W,V ,corner of the 713 qﬁs*"
league and made e careful search for evidence of same and founi's aup 0ld
corner marked and an 0ld stake.PThe witness trees were a large sweet gum.
snd & large black oum,both marked with X merks of various ageq.rhe QEQSﬁt
of which indieated to be aﬂi enough for the Viekers lesgne, -

Prom this ol1 corner we ran Rast tnrough brusn snd cut over 1and

. for & distenge of 1480Q varas and intergest the West bank of Beech oreek

where an old .line orosses sage,Ve crosged over to the kast side of g tw& :
creek snd traced the old line for a distence {inding marks old enough'to
correspond with the merks on the witness trees 2t the N,W,of the Viokers
league 28 we found it.¥We then returned to our marker set Tor the 8,V eerner
of Section Wo.179 ,H.& T,.0.R.R,%0, and prolonged the line South te. £nieb~ :
seetion with line from the ol sorner just mentioned,The distancé frem the,
marker to the line is 35.3 varas. and 1s East of the eld ecorner 165 ¥ varas..

The Hirsm Barber field notes for Iine erlls it 350 varss from. .
Section corner to the corner,This is & ecsloulated distanee by the surveyor
in loesting the Berber as shown by adding the distances frem the »iver te
the corner of the Viekers league as set forth in field notes of the Haffer—f
ty league and the H.& 7,C.R.R,%c.sectlons s2long the North lines ofithe ' ) s
0.0.¥elson end J.A.Viekers leagues which, 20150 varas while the Yength of
the combined ¥Welson and Vickers leasgnes is 20500 wvaras meking a difference
of" 350 varas,¥e then ran a Jline South from the ol4 corner of Vickers league
following a very old marked line and at  varas we find a rodted stake .
stending » 1ittle East of the large stake ntiane& as set for tha N.V.
corner of the Burrill 1eague. qarclilelhy

Trom nere we ran a line to Beech creek crossing a newly marked
line at 282.9 veras,nt 816,5 Bakers House brs § 19degBE,at 876,2 vrs house &7¢
§ 15 deg.W, &t 10238 Qaras.yass 5 copner,st 1152 varas pass another corner

11 new work and at 1834 yaras intepseqt the West Gank of Beeck oreekiWe 1 -

fell to the South of where an o0ld line from the ereek crosses same,We Gross
to the East side of the ereek #nd find s#n o0l4d Yine whieh had' been rerun
several times and the oldest mark we could find thereon seemed to suit the
age for the Burrill and Vickers leagues,We retraced the old line back to
the creek where we find & continustion of same to be on a course of one
degree to the left of the course of sawe line on East side of creek.We »
retraced the line beck West on a course ¢ 89 ieg v ta the ataks last set
for the S,¥,corner of the Viekera league, w el _

: Thence we rah West along & newly marked line 600- vanas where we
found a marked corner tfor either the Burrill league or a corner of the
Eaton survey which had only recently been resurveved.This new eorner bears
N 74~3/4 deg W 30,8 varss from the corner where our measurement put us,

We =bandoned our investigation of the surveys North of Village/
oreek and the next day went to the upver N,EB.corner of the Lawrence & Oree-
cy survey whieh is on the Seuth bank of the creek,this corner bheing also
the Bast corner of e small survey of 10 acres in the name of G.W,Eaton, ;
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From here we ran West 356 varass =nd interseci & line that runs
North.The sketch from the Lend Cffice that we were using gives the South
line of the Eaton &s 354,6 varas,¥We turned here and ran North 226 and
interseet the South bank of Village creeck at a point 36,5 varas West of a pead
_South of the marker set for cbservation on the North bsnk where the H,Bar-
ber line should intersect same.No evidence found of witness trees of the.
S.B.Cocper survey slthough the line we retrrced to the creek sppears old
enough to be the Cooper line but if its distance from its 8.E.corner to
the ereek is only approximately correct there is a conflict of lines of the
Cocper and Lawrence and Creecy surveys amounting to 240 vares.l am inelined
to believe that J.J.00nley in locating the S.R.Nooper survey in 1890 was
mistzken as to his location and used the lower N,E.corner of the Lawrence
end Oreecy survey as that will make his measurements conie out nearer to
‘the distances given om the sketch.We msde no check of these lines however
at;tha time to see if such was the case,

We then go to the lower N.E.corner of the Lawrence and Creecy
survey on the South bank of the creek sand set a signal in line on North of
~same and go to the S,E.corner of the Lawrence and Oreecy and measure along
& random line to look for Carter Hert's g&_.F.corner of the G,¥W,Eaton but
no corner &as described by him in field notes to the Eaton was found altho -
we do find a new line blazed out for this survey at the distance set out
in field notes of the Eaton,Fert ec=lls the ¢,.E.corner of the Baton to be
#lso the ¢,%¥,.corner of the A.A.Burrill league.In this conneetiocn he is
_ mistsken.While I have never iiscussed the location of the Eaton surveys
with Oarter Hart I have been sdvised that he 4id not make the surveys him-
self but they were made by another survevor and Haprt npnroved the field
notes,

Tt seens that the locating surveyor acting upon the theory that
theﬂa leagues coming out from the river were not actuslly surveyed on the
ground at the time the titles were issued began his work at the S,E,.corner
of the 0,0,Nelson league and ran the course and distance called for in the
field notes of the Nelson and Burrill leagues and from that measurement
placed the G,W,RBaton surveys in conflict with the Burrill and Vickers -1~
leagues,

Iuring the year just passed I surveyed the East lines of the
Lawrence & Creecy,J.Landis No,7, Lovis Boulett end 7,H,Lewis survevs and
in doing so found all the original corners along the Fast lines of these:
surveys which I found to be in excess over their crlls for distance and on
this work I found indisputable evidence of the West line of the Rurrill
league showing it had been actually marked out on the ground.

. The bloek of %20 sere survevs in that territory were located by
K. W.Bumstead and dated 1840.While he does not mention snv 0ld lines adopted
by him I find the Lawrence & creeecy and vart of Landis No,7 to follow =
very old marked line that was marked before Rumstead ever went there.

At a point 20 varas Scuth of the S.E.corner of the Lawrencg
Creecy =urvey we found & large beech tree marked with 2 sets of very;nmrks
denoting that it was & line tree.We sawed out a block from the North side
of this tree and counted the growth rings and Tind one set to be 97 vears
0ld and the other set to be 104 years 0l4,This indicates thet Bumstead did
nis work out there in 1838 and David Rrown who located the Burrill league
was on the ground in 1832 or 18%3.David Brown and Jno,A.Veatch worked fi 58
together out there and located these leagues alternately.
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Each of them had & system of marking itheir lines veculiar to
himself, I supnose for future identification and the marks on the beech just
reéferred to had the marks of David Brown whieh the working sketch shows
thet he located the Burrill league.

‘We next return to the signal set on North bank of Village oreek
from the lower W,E.,corner of the Lawrence & Creecy survey and ran EBasi to
look for the East line of the Eaton survey and found a newly marked line
which we retraced to the North bank of Village ereek where we found the
corner celled for in field notes to the Eaton at that point.This corner
is witnessed by two large cypress trees both of which are still green and

" standing.we made no attempt to resurvey the lines of the Eaton surveys but

find they heve been recently resurveyed end corners marked,

¥e next. return to the N,W.corner of’the Rarber as we find it and
ran & line North 550 varas to a point and West 161 varas where we identifi-
ed the S.W, =snd beginning corner of the R,P,Forbes survey from winich we
ran 2 line East through the dense growth btut were unable to find snything
80 we cemsed investigation,

Prom the evidence I find on the ground it is my belief that the
G.W.RBaton surveys are located in error and that there is no space for them
anywhere in this county.Tt is also my belief that the Hiram Barber had only
two lines ever merked out on the ground,these being the North line between
Sec,.199 ,H,2 T.C.R.R.Co.and B,B.B & C.,R.R,R.C0, 119 and the Vest line to
Villege creek ,the rest being subvlled in the office from meps and Tield
notes of surveys previously loecsated,®uch surveys have often been made,

The G,W,.Eaton surveys also seem made without sufficienft investi-
gntion rs will appear from the map herewith which shows the original lines
and corners that I have been able to identify on the ground and reaches
from Tyler county half wey across Hardin cCounty.

Yours very truly,
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