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Laws of the Republic of Tezas. 101

AN ACT,
7 e\ To open and establish a National Road.

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre-
! sentatives of the Republic of Texas in Congress assembled, That
Jason Wilson, William M. Williams, of the county of Lamar, John

Mearey, of the county of Fannin, Rowland W. Box, of the county
of Harrison, and James Bradshaw, of the county of Nacogdoches,
be, and they are hereby, appointed commissioners to view, marlk,
and lay out, a road to be called “The Central National Road of the
Republic of Texas,” from the main Trinity River, beginning at,
or within, fifteen miles below the mopth of the Elm TFork of said
stream; thence the nearest and best route to the bank of Red River,
opposite the mouth of the Kiamisha.

See. 2. Be it further enacted, That George W. Stell, of the
county of Lamar, be, and he is hereby, appointed a surveyor to
survey and measure said road agreeable to the provisions of this
act, and the directions of said commissioners.

Sec. 8. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of said
commissioners, so soon as they complete the marking of said road,
or during the time they are performing that duty, to notify the
surveyor of the same, whereupon it shall be the duty of said
surveyor, so soon as he may receive such information, to proceed
to survey and measure said road; beginning and measuring from
the bank of said Trinity River, and shall erect mile-posts of good
size, and number the same, and shall also note all water-courses
over which said road shall pass, giving their width and general
course; and when completed, it shall be the duty of said surveyor,
or as soon thereafter as may be convenient, make out a complete
map of said road, to be delivered to the said commissioners, and
shall also transmit a copy of the same to the Commissioner of
the General Land-Office, and it shall be the duty of said com-
missioners so soon as the said surveyor shall deliver to them a
map of said road, to proceed to let out the cutting and opening
sn!d road by contract, and for the completion of which the
sald contractors or undertakers shall be paid in the public
lands of the GGovernment, in the manner hereinafter to be spe-
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102 Laws of the Republic of Texas.

cified; provided, the whole amount for opening and superintend-
ing the opening of the road shall not exceed one hundred and sixty
acres of land for each mile. i

Sec, 4. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of every
person, or persons, who may take a contract, or contracts, upon
said road to enter into bond and security in a sum equal to the
supposed value of the land, which he, she or they shall be entitled
to, for said work, payable to said commissioners and their suc-
cessors, conditioned for the faithfulful performance of the con-
tracts, on their respective parts, and provided, said contractors,
or undertakers, should fail to comply with the contract, so mads,
he, she or they, shall forfeit and pay said amount, to be recovered
before any court having jurisdiction thereof, and all such forfeit-
ures shall, when collected, be appropriated to the use and benelit
of the said road, but said bonds to be void upon condition that said
undertaker, or contractors, do well and truly execute the work,
agreeably to contract, in which event, it shall be the duty of the
commissioners to issue a certificate to the one having completed
the same, which shall be’authority to the Commissioner of the
General Land-Office to issue a patent for the same. :

Sec. 5. DBe it further enacted, That so soon as said road shall
be viewed and marked, as heretofore provided, it shall not be law-
ful for any person, or persons, to locate any lands within five
miles of said road, for the space of six months, except those who
are envaged in the opening or superintending the same, and they
shal! only be entitled to locate such as they shall be entitled to,
under the provisions of this act.

Sec. 6. Be it further enacted, That the surveyor shall be en-
titled to twelve hundred and eighty acres of land for surveying and
performing other duties as heretofore required, to be located upon
any of the unappropriated lands of this Republie, and a certificate
assigned by a majority of said commissioners of his having per-
formed all the duties of surveyor, as is by this act required, shall
be full and legal authority for the Commissioner of the General
Land-Office to issue a patent, or patents, for the same.

See. 7. Be it further enacted, That each hand, or assistant
surveyor, engaged in the surveying said road, shall be enti-
tled to six hundred and forty acres of land; provided, not more
than five hands or assistanfs shall be engaged in said worlk,
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to be located and|patented in the same manner as provided for
the principal sutveyors; provided, that the principal surveyor shall
certify to eaid commissioners that said assistant or claimant did
well and truly perform the duties of assistant surveyor.

Sec. 8. - Be it further enacted, That each commissioner appoint-
ed or who may be appointed under the provisions of this act, shall
be entitled to six hundred and forty acres of land; provided, that
none but those who actually serve shall be entitled to the bene-
fits of this section, to be located and patented in the same manner
as provided in the preceding section, for the surveyor and his assist-
ants: provided, they shall, hefore the Chief Justice of some of the
counties of this Republic, make oath that he or they have per-
formed the duties required of them, agreeably to the provisions
of this act, in which case, the said Chief Justice shall certify to the
facts as stated, or deposed, officially, which certificate, together
with the certificate of at least one of the commissioners, shall be
full authority for the issuing of patents for the same.

Sec. 9. De it further enacted, That should either of the com-
missioners appointed by this act, fail or refuse to perform the du-
ties, as herein required of him or them by this act, it shall be
lawful for a majority of the same to appoint one in his stead. and
should more than two fail or refuse to perform said.duties, it shall
be the duty of the Chief Justice of the county in which said de-
faulter resides, to appoint one in his stead, who shall have all
the benefits and privileges that would, otherwise, have accrued to
the original.

See. 10, Be it further enacted, That should the survevor ap-
pointed by this act fail or refuse to perform the duties herein re-
quired, it shall be the duty of said commissioners to appoint one
in his stead to perform the same, in which event he shall be en-
titled to all the benefits and privileges that would otherwise have
accrued to the orviginal. ;

Sec. 11. DBe it further enacted, That in all cases, a majority
of said Commissioners shall be deemed sufficient to transact any
business, appertaining to the provisions of this act.

Sec. 12. Be it further enacted, That it may be lawful for
said surveyor to make any survey, upon application, upon
any claim, originating, under the provisions of this act. and

(1015)




104 Laws of the Republic of Texas.

none other, and provided that said survey be connected to said
road.

- Sec. 13. Be it further enacted, That every person or persons
taking a contract for the opening of said road, shall hare a pref-
erence to locations, on one side of the road within the limits of
their respective precincts, or contracts, but in no case shall any of
the surveys, made under the provisions of this act, extend across
said road, and provided also, that no survey made under the pro-
visions of this act shall be for less than six hundred and forty
acres.

. Sec. 14. Be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the
commissioners to specify in all contracts, made with individuals,
for the opening of said road, to specify how said road shall bhe
cleared out, the width of the same, which shall be at least thirty
feet wide, and all stumps shall be cut within twelve inches of the
surface of the earth, and that all bridges shall be at least fifteen
feet wide, and built of good substantial materials, and all con-
tracts shall be completed by the first day of Januavy, one thou-
sand eight hundred and forty-five.

Sec. 15, Be it furthet™ enacted, That no patents hall issue for
any lands, granted under the provisions of this act, until all the
work shall he completed as provided by this act. and a certificate of
the fact, certified to by a majority of the commizsioners, and de-
posited in the General Land-Office, shall be suflicient evidence of
the work having heen completed.

See. 16.  De it further enacted, That the foregoing seetion shall
not he so construed as to prevent those who mayv be engaged in the
opening, or superintending the surveying. marking and opening
said road, from having the lands to which they would be entitled
to, located: provided said work shall be completed. and that this
act take effect from and after its passage. ‘

Approved, Felruary 5th, 1844.
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