CORPS OF ENGINEERS, Ue S. ARMY
OFFICE OF THE DISTRICT ENGINEER
FORT WORTH DISTRICT
1127 TEXAS AND PACIFIC BUILDING
FORT WORTH, TIXAS

21 September 1951

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Under authority graﬁted by Congress in the Flood Coubrol Act approved
2y July 1946, a master plan is being prepared for reservoir development
and management at

WHITNEY DAM AND RESERVOIR
BRAZOS RIVER NEAR WHITNEY, TEXAS

General features of the proposed plan for a reservoir development
and menagement program for Whitney Reservoir have been formulateds In=
formation rslative to this proposed plan is shown in the abtached pamphlet,
entitled "Whitney Dam end Reservoir, Brazos River near Whitney, Texas,
General Information, Proposed Reservoir Development and mamagement
Program," dated September 1951,

In order that interested persons mey be informed concerning the pro=-
posed plan and may have an opportunity to express their wviews frankly,
fully, and publicly, a PUBLIC HEARING will be held by the Distriet
Engineer, Corps of Engineers, Fort Worth District, on 18 Oetober 1951,
in the Publiec School Gymnasium, Whitney, Texas, beginning at 10:00 a.me

All inberested persons are invited o be present or represembed at
the hearinge. DPersons inberested in the development of the project from
a State or regional viewpoint as well as those persons interested from
a local viewpoint are urged to abtend, Informetion is especially desired
a3 to the extent that Federal, Stabe, or local govermmental agencies de=
sire to participate in the development and fimameing of publie park and
rocreational facilities and in the maintenance, menagement, and operation
of these faecilities as provided in Secbion ly of the 1946 Flood Control
Aoty o copy of which is atbached, Information is also desired as to the
extent that State or local govermmental agencies will furnish and maine
tain adequate asccess roads to areas propossd for recrsabional development
on Goverment=omwnsed lands.

Oral statements will be heard, bubt for accuracy of record, all ime
portant facts and arguments should be submithbed in writing in SEXTUPLICATE,
as the record of the hearing will be submitted to the Chief of Engineers
‘With the aforementioned report. Writhben statemsnts may be handed to the

undersigned at the hearing or mailed tr him beforehande

2 Inels DELBERT B, FREEAN
le Cy Sec L, Flood Colonel, CE
‘ Control Act of Digtrict Engineer

2l Jul L6

s Informetion Pamphlet
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. (Public law 526==79th Congress)
(Chapter 596==2d Session)
(Ho Ps 6597)

AN ACT

Authorizing the construction of certain public works on rivers and hare=
bors for flood control, and for other purposess

% : #* * *, * -tk

SECe Lo That section lj of the Act approved December 22, 19L); (Pube
lic, Numbered 53, Seventy-eight Congress), is amended to read as follows:

"The Chief of Engineers, under the supervision of the Secretary of
Wer, is authorized to construct, maintain, and operate public park and
recreational facilities in reservoir areas under the conmtrol of the Tar
Department, and to permit the construction, meintenance, and operation of
such facilitiese The Secretary of War is authorized to grant leases of
lands, including structures or facilities thereon, in reservoir areas for
such periods and upon such bterms as he may deem reasonable: Provided
That leases to nonprofit organizations may be granted at reduced or nominsl
rentals in recognition of the public service to be rendered in utilizing
the leased premises: Provided further, That preference shall be given to
Federal, State, or local govermmental agencies, and licenses may be granted
without monetery considerations, to such agencies for the use of all or any
portion of a reservoir area, when the Secretery of War determines such
actlon to be in the publie interest, and for such periocds of time and upon
such conditions as he may find advisable. The water areas of all such
reservoirs shall be open to public use generally, without charge, for
boating, swimming, bathing, fishing, and other recreational Purposes,
and ready access to and exit from such water areas along the sheres of
such reservoirs shall be maintained for gemersl public use, when such use
is determined by the Secretary of War not to be contrary to the public
interest, all under such rules and regulations as the Secretary of War
mey deem necessarye No use of any area to which this section applies
shall be permitbed which is inconsistent with the laws for the protection
of fish and game of the State in which such area is situated. All moneys
received for leases or privileges shall be deposited in the Treasury of
the United States as miscellaneous receipts,"

* * #* * £ 3 * ]

Approved July 2, 1946
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WHIINEY DAM AND RESERVOIR
BRAZOS RIVER NEAR WHITNEY, TEXAS

GENERAL INFORMATION
- PROPOSED RESERVOIR DEVELOPMENT AND MANAGEMENT PROGRAM
(To Accompany Notice of Public Hearing Dated 21 September 1951)

Fort Worth District

Corps of Engineers

Fort Worth, Texas
September 1951
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GENERAL

Whitney Dam and Reservoir is located on the Brazos River, The dam
is at river mile li2.;, about 5.5 miles southwest of Whitney in M1l
and Bosque Counties, Texas. Texas State Highway o, 22 exhendlng b=
tween Corsicans and Hamilton, Texas, crosses the dam and passes through
Hillsboro, Whitney, and Meridian, Texas, This highwey intersects or

joins with several Federal and State Highways in the cities referred to
above. The project is being constructed br the Corps of Engineers, Fort
Worth District, and is quS%“nL1ﬂ11v comnlefe, except the powerhouse,
which is under construction.

The VWhitney Reservoir project was authorized under provisions of
the Flood Conthked Acts approved 18 Aupgust l“bW (Public kHW"EG, T7th
Congress, lst Session) and 22 Decemher 190 (Paollc Law 53L., 78th
Congress, 2nd Sees1on) for the control of flOOdo, the development of
xydroeleotrlc power, and for other beneficial uses. The authorization
also provides for the development of the reservoir area for recreation=
al purposes and for conservation of FlSQ and Wildlifes '

At the top of the contemplated power pool, Whitney Reservoir will
heve a total capacity of 387,000 acre=feet and an area of 15,800 acres
with a shore line of aporo: ﬂMGTQT” 190 miles,

The Congress recognized tle public value of the recreational re=-
sources ot Fedsral flood=control reservoirs and by '“e enactment of

the Flood Control Act apvroved 22 December 1yg' amended by the
Flccd Control Act approved 2y dnly 19h6, placed tuc responsiblility for
developing such reservoir areas for publlc recrostion with tho Corps
of Engineers.

The Corps of Engineers is charged with the responsibility of ad-
ministering and managing the resources of the reservoir arca 1n ‘the
public interest, and it is authorized to construct or permit the
construction of recreational facilities on land under its jurisdictione

A plan for development of the Whitney Reservoir area is being
prepared by the Fort Worth District, Corps of Engineers. In the formus
lation of the plan, discussions were held with representatives of other

interested govermmental agencies. The plan results from experience’
gained by developing similar projects and from and understanding of the
omnortun1+wes for recreatlon, education, and conservation of human
resources of the area,

The general features of the plan are presented at this time. The
PUBLIC HEARING is being held to determine if the plan meets the needs
and desires of the public for land and water recreation, and to deter=
mine the extent that Federal, State, or local govermmental agencies
will participate in the development of the plan,
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The actual development of +the recreation areas outlined in this plan
will depend upon the demand and need therefor, the availability of funds
for construction of needed facilities, and the inberest and cooperation
of Federal, State, and loecal govermmental agencies in establishing public
park and recreational facilities on govermmenteovwned lands and construct=
ing necessary comnecting access roads on lands adjecent to the project
boundary,

SELECTION OF ARBAS TO BE DEVELOPED

The location of areas selected for development is showvm on the
attached maps These areas are considered to hawve the best potential
recreabtional values. Selection was made after consideration of the ad=
vice and desires of the National Park Service, the Ue. S. Fish and Wild=
life Service, the U, S. Public Health Service, comparable State agencies,
and other interested agencies and individuals. ‘ ~

AREAS PROPOSED FOR INITIAL DEVELOPMENT

lofers Bend Park is located about one=helf mile northeast of the
deme This princival public area offers outstanding aspects for the
development of all types of day=use facilities including such specific
improvements as boat launching ramp, swimming bedch, parking and picnic
areas,; water supply and sanitation systems, and areas for overnight
camping and house trailer parking to meet the needs of the vacationing
publice. A commercieal concession will be offered to supply rental
boats, picnicking accessories, and fishing equipment, as well as maine
tenance and storage services for nonresident boat owners., About 1,100
acres are avallable for this development.

Riverside Recreation Area is located below the dem on the east
side of Brazos River, It offers day-use aspects for activities such
as picnicking, swimming, snd fishings About L0 acres of land will be
available.

Headquarters Area is located on the west bank of Brazos River on
the downstream side of the dame This area will contain the necessary
buildings and facilities for administration and operation of the

project by the Govermment.

Soldiers Bluff Observation Point is located on the edge of the
bluff overlooking the west end of the dams, The master plan provides for
parking areas and senitary facilities for free nublic use, An observa=
tion shelter will be constructed when justified by a sufficient volume
of public usee Within the shelter will be posted bulletins and maps
describing the projecte. About 10 acres are available for this develop=
mente :

Walling Bend landing is located on the wes®t shore of the lake about
2 miles northwest of the dam at the point where old State Highway 22 is
severed by the power pools At this location e lO=acre area is planned
for boat launching and picnicking.

£ nuse  rik

lehe e




Powelldale Park is located on the west shore of the lake about 13
niles from the dam, 1% ocnvﬁl s part of a land Formation known locally
as "Powslldale Mountain,' epects o t‘@ construction
(41
1k

of all types of dayense facilitie (he plan proposes a JZ2b=acre site

0 be developed wibh public bos mp, pienic 1“'w"lzs.uies,‘

swirmi : comping and house Lral“ﬂr
parkine on a 1imi G iSe Loaln water supply and saniter
L are proposed, A cnﬂmor01al concession will be offered in

o serve the reeds of the public for rental boats, boat

e and repair, fishing supplies, and picnicking accessoriess

i
£
wirming beach, and facaWﬂ%*@s o
0

the lake where it

follows north : occupies land on both
sides of Cre@k at it ce , approximetely 20
niles ngr“?ﬂm0 of Tthe dem, o5 has possibilities

for development with 211 types of

37 1) acilities, [l plan pro=
poses ublic boat lan r‘hwrﬂ remp, picnie facilitles, swirming beach,
ang fo tleg for overnicht ing and house traller parking on &
linited wve cetwon basis, The ¥ 180 powaole water supply
and senitary ila mson County has made
formal Wlicaticn i 12 purpose of developing
At as o eownty poark, ‘

e shore of the lalke sbous 9
les a2bout 500 acres and has
ere it extends into the valley
This aren los potents ties for the construction of
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a public boat lounehing ramp, ra Ticvou_go¢ overnight
15e bra’der varlkine for lxmwcoa V&OTELO periods, potable
and sanitary facilities. A commercial corcesulon'w111
to public for rental
and picnickin
fo rLal uollc tion
it as a State

apls 18 loeatbed on the
c]

Juniper Cove is located on the east shore of the lake about O
miles northeast of the dems This area of 5 acres offers aspects for
the construchtion of a2 boat barbor where a comrercial concession may be
esteblished to serve the needs of the public for rental boats, boat
storage and repair, fishing and picnicking supplies, etcs

AREAS PROPOSED FCR IUTURE DEVELOPMENT
Towesh Park is located about I mi leu northeast of the dem., The
recreational aspects of this area justify it to be dv31~nutcd a
Irincipal publie ares e vronosed 70vo1ow‘ nt 1401uae perking end

picnic ereaus water uvan" and sanitation systems, swimming beach,
boat launching remp, oama areﬂs, and sicos for overmight camping and
house trailer parl of the vecationing public. A
mercial concession will Hﬂ n”?hrnm to supnly renbel boats, picnic
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accessories, and fishing equipment, as well as mainbenance and storage
services for nonresident boat owmers. Approximately LL0O acres are
available for this development.

Little Rocky Harbor is located in the canyon of Little Rocky Creek
about one mile west of the dam. A commercial concession will be offered
on 5 acres of land in this ares o serve the meeds of the public for
rental boats, boat storage end repair, fishing supplies, and picnicking
accessories.

Ridgewood Orgenized Comp Area is located on the west shore of the
lake @bout 10 miles northwest of the dam, near the confluence of Steeles
Creek with the lake, This area will probably be available for lease to
nonprofit organizations such as the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, civic and
church bodies, and other organized groups requiring a large area for the
conduct of their outdoor recreation programse. Suggested improvements
inelude access roads, a swimming beach, protected harbor for rowboats
and small motorboats, picnic facilities, comfort stations, water supply
and distribubion system, and sleeping quarterse. These facilities are
not generally provided at (Government expense if the area is leased by
orgenized groups. Approximately 190 acres would be available for use
as a camp site,

Plowmen Creek Recreation Area is located about 15 miles northwest
of the dem at a point near the confluence of Plowman Creek with the
lake. The area is about three quarters of a mile southeast of Kopperle
The plan proposes facilities for genersl deay use, such as boat launche-
ing remp, pienic tables and fireplaces, swimming beach, water supply
and sanitation systems, and geme areas. Overnight cemping and house
trailer parking will be permitted on a limited vacation basises A
cormercial concession will be offered to serve the needs of the public
for hoat storage and repair, boat rental, fishing accessories, and
pienicking supplies. About 300 acres will be available for this
developments

Kimball Reereation Area is located on the west shore of the lake
about 19.miles nortimrest of the dam and includes about 75 acres. The
ares lies both to the north and to the south of State Highvray (EM) Noe
35% which crosses the lake at this point., Thie area is proposed for
dey=use activities such as parking, picnicking, and boat launching.

0ld Fort Landinge is located on the east shore of the lake about
10 miles north of the dam, About 5 acres will be available for develop-
ment with facilities for boat launching and picnickinge

Crazy Bridse lending is located 8 miles northeast of the dam on
the south s5ide of Usdar Greek Valleye This landing will be a conven-
ient point of access to the lake from the town of Whitneye. This 5S~acre
ares is planned for boat launching and picnickinge
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GENERAL POLICIES OF MANAGEMENT

Policies formulated by the District Engineer with regard Lo recre=
ational, biological, and agricultural land management at Whitney
Reservoir will be designed to make the lake and Govermmentecontrolled
lands surrounding the lake aveilable Lo the general publiec to the
fullest extent compatible with an orderly and planned managements

A high stendard of public health and sanitation will be maintained.
Potable water for domestic use will be provided and comfort stations
will be located at strategic locations within the approved public use
areas, Garbage disposal will be provided,

Certain areas have been proposed for initial development. The de-
velopment of other areas is proposed only in the event that the addi-
tional development represents an orderly and needed expansion. Iands
suitable for agricultural or grazing purposes, which are not included
for recreational or related development, will be leased for those
purposes, The use of such lands for agriculbural or grazing purposes
will be in accordance with a sound land-use program in which the
services and cooperation of the Soil Conservation Service will be
utilized to bthe fullest exbent possiblee. :

The lake shore will be retained in its present natural state
insofar as is consistent with making ample facilities available to the
publice While owmers of lands adjacent to the reservoir ares may
expect access to the lake, this ownership does not convey any prefer-
ential rights to the use of Govermment=owned land nor do such owmers
have the prior right for lease thereof for access or recreational
purposes. Access to the leke will be provided entirely in the light
of desirable public use.

Commercial enterprises, operated by concessionaires on
Govermment=owned land, will be allowed to the extent necessary to
meet the reasonable needs of the public, and will be conducted only
under terms of leases or licenses granted for that purpose, Such
leases or licenses will be granted in a fair and impertial manner and
for a period of sufficient length to encourage adequate developmente

The Corps of Engineers, in regulating facilities provided on the
lake or surrounding Govermment-owned lands, has the purpese of insure
ing that adequate and suitable facilities will be provided to meet
reasonable demandse It is proposed therefore to reguire that plans
for all structures built on leased sites in the reservoir aresa be
subject to the approval of the District Engineer. Also, the schedule
of prices for services and facilities offered to the public by con-
cessionaires will be subject to this approval. Every effort will be
made o insure that the proper types of developments will be provided
at a reasonable cost,

Boats of all classes will be operated in areas considered safe for
boating under rules and regulations considered necessary to obviate

- -
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unsafe boating practices. Permits, issued free of charge, will be required
for each boat placed on the leke, except those placed on the lake for

a period of less than three days at any one timee Permits will be issued
by the Project Engineer, Administration Building, at the dam site. These
permits are not intended to restrict the use of the lake, but are intended
to encourage use of the lake in an orderly and safe manners.

Hunting and fishing at the reservoir will be in accordance with
applicable State and Federal lews and regulations. The enforcement of
these regulations will be the responsibility of Stete Gameé Wardens and
the Ue. S. Fish and Wildlife Service, In the interest of public safety
and the proper operation and maintenance of the project, hunting will
be permitbted in certain specified areas only and will be with shotgun
onlye. Fishing will be permitted in the reservoir, along the shoreline
sreas under the conbrol of the Corps of Engimsers, and in the river
channel dovmstream from the outlet works but not from or in the immediate
vieinity of the dem and appurtenent workse ‘ g

Subject to availability of funds, roads on Governmenteowned lands
will be constructed or improved to the extent required to serve develop=
ment areas and accommodate visitors at the project and trails will be
provided in areas where constant public use indicates their desirebilitye

Enforcement of c¢ivil and criminal laws in the project area will _
remain the responsibility of duly constituted officers of Federal, ,
State, and local govermmental agencies. The Corps of Engineers, through
the Project Engineer and his assistents, will cooperate fully with all
law enforcement officers including State Officers responsible for en=
forcement of laws pertaining to game and fish, forestry conservation,

public health and sanitation, and prevention of pollutione

By planned and controlled recreational development, as outlined
herein, it is hoped to provide an atmosphere of restful relaxation ine
duced by surroundings of natural beauty, and to insure that the
recreational resources of the Whitney Reservoir will remain a permanent
atbraction.
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