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In laying out the a@unﬁy~bmun ary iinaa in the ﬁulf
of Max&aa, the system adopted was as follows: A line was pro- -
jected South from the mouth of the Sabine River and one East

Prom the mouth of the Rio Grande, intersecting at a polnt iﬁ

the Gulf, the geographlcal value of which is appruximaﬁaxy%
Lmﬁ&ﬁm&a 25@ ET‘ 33" and Longltude 93" 50* 18", |

o Ermm this point, lines were projected to wher& nhey
meet the county boundary lines where same are supposed to inter-
sect the shore. In this wﬁy the county bawmdaww 1inea in ﬁha

'ﬁulf were 6whavminaﬁ,

2 ﬁrﬁiaia 1582 of vha Revised @iv&l ahamﬂxaﬁ 19@5,

f the county is not sufflel inite and 1

19 »»r&@painb an exp &snﬁw' and cow :

-g\t&mal suprveyor, mh@as duty 1t shall be to ascertain ,}"
ual survey the boundary or any part %hwrwaf of sald count;

: ‘and to make and establish the lines and corners in the manner -
" herein prescribed. The court in the order making the appoint-
-ment shall specify the line or lines to be run and the corners
$o be established and marked, and shall in all things conform

to the law defining the boundaries of sald a@unty. »

At a called meeting of the county Juﬁgea of all the
counties along the Gulf Coast held in Victoria several years
ago, the method of determining the boundaries out in the Gulf
as ﬁaaaribad abavm'waa apyvayaa by a&l ﬁha county Judgaa pranant.
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- Bo faw, huwnvar, no uaﬁuai survey has bean a&%ampte&,

‘anﬁ until a survey of the shore is made and the correct posl-

tions of the points where the county boundary lines intersect
same, together with the x y coordinate values of same are known
for each, we are unable to compute the exact course of the lines

‘projected from the point in the Gulf to where they intersect the

re, the method in establishing the three marine

tjﬁna %waw%& ‘thro
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Hﬂ"{' ’ I&nmkhﬂh'nmﬁ been decided upon, and whether this line will
‘be paﬁh&&ez to the shore with all its maanﬁawa ggigﬁllﬁrmllﬁw .
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Mr. A. T. Mullins
General Land Office
Austin, Texas

RE: Gulf of Mexico County Bcundaries.

Dear Mr. Mullins:

Can you advise us as to the status of county boundaries
in the Submerged lLands area of the State of Texas in the Gulf of
Mexico? On maps dated April, 1948, styled "Texas Gulf Coast Map,
From the Sabine River to the Rio Grande as Subdivided for Mineral
Development, General Land Office, Austin, Texas - Bascom Giles,
Commissioner", which appeared in four sheets, there appear lines
which are assumed to be projections seaward of the county boun-
daries. It is assumed that action may have been taken by the
Commissioner of the Gensral Land Office under the provisions of
S.B. 338, Acts 50th Legislature (Regular Session), Chapter 287,
Vernon's Ann. Civ. 5t. Art. 1592a. The portion with which we
are concerned is as follows:

"Sec. 2. The Commissioner of the General Land Office
is hereby authorized and directed to have the area
between the coast lire of the Gulf of Mexico and the
continental shelf compiled and platted, and fix and
locate the boundary lines between the several coastal
counties from the cczst line to the continental shelf.
The boundary lines from the coast line to the conti-
nental shelf between the counties shall be fixed and
located by the Commissioner of the General Land Office
in accordance with estaplished engineering practice.
The legal description of the boundary lines as fixed
between the counties from the coast line t< the con-
tinental shelf shall be filed and recorded in the
office of the county clerk of the county affected
thereby."

I am making this irguiry as to .hat the records of the
land Office may reflect with regard to the county boundary line
portion of this aect since the copies of the plat described above

TGLO ARCHIVES AND RECORDS
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in our possession do not indicate a purpose to fix, engineering
method, or legal description of the county lines. They also deo
not indicate what action was taken with respect to filing end
recording of the legal description in the offices of the county
clerks. Of course, I can undertake to verify ‘the filing in the
counties with which I am concerned, but it would be helpful to
know what matter was prepared for filing.

I am incidentally interested to know whether your files
will reflect the adoption of a prineciple of fixing the county
boundaries in accordance with established engineering practice
and what such principle wes. Do you know whether any question has
been raised as to the authority of the Legislature to delegate to
an administrative officer the function of fixing county lines? I
am likewise interested to know whether there is in your mind any
question &s to the applicability of this act, which seems clearly
related to the possession of the entire Continental Shelf, under
the present conditions in which the title of Texas is confined to
a marginal belt which we hope and expect to maintain at three
marine leagues. It is conceivable that the county line fixing is
severable under the terms of the act from the platting and that
a different principle of county boundary subdivision might have
been foilowed if the irrcgular outer boundary of the Shelf had
not been the assumed outer boundary of the county at the time.

I have done a good deal of work cn the Louisiana-Texas
gulf boundary problem since I last talked to you. It may be
that the accumulation of these matters will make it necessary to
come talk to you some time this Fall when we have the F.P.C.
problems behind us momentarily.

Very truly yours,

TGLO ARCHIVES AND RECORDS
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