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- In Re:~~~«§aa%u@ Lines--Fast ind Montgomery ro.

. The clerks of the General Land Office have been in need
~of inform-tion in refjard to the correct location of leagues
aud surveys in the e&st end of Montgomery Co for years, last .
jear my records connected and I can be of some a-sistance for
L.part of this area. & .

. I am 72 years old, come to this place New Caney in
- 1895, Out of the 72 years, 4 years was spent in a law office
. ond 42 years heve been spent as a public survelpor in the
~followiug Counties:--Galveston, Brazoria, Harrls, lontgomery
. Liberty, San Jacinto,Polk, Hardin and Jasper., 1 knew some of
- the original set.lers pf this part of Mo tgomery co, what
they said and doue about the original lines.One surve yor Zamed
‘Burns, done more WPvngEth&ﬂ any other surveyor, was a drunkard
and would move any l@ague iine for $50.00. The north line of
~ the Pryor Bryan and thie south line of the lower Taylor is one
 of the crookedest Jinels in this pert of Texas. I met one of
the men who worked in the gang about &5 years past. I told him

I was glad to meet him, but w-i.ted to ask him one yuestion,.
~He was drinking at the time, says shoot:--"You remember that

gulley you crossed on Feach Creek, well, we had a fresh gale-

long jug of whiskey each morning---by noon, Buras was backed
up sgainst a tree drank,by two o'clock all whiskey gone,»nd
the members of the crew that could work, cut lines by stakes,
and all of us were drunk by 3 ™M ." ~

In this part of Texas, we have a little different
proposition than in other p-rts, individual surveyors for
timber companies, and their lawyers who play their part of

the reole, and get any kind of a decision, snd the General

lend Offlice clerks do not know about all of that, »nd do

now know what 1is right, ;

It took about 35 years of surveying record to make
the map that I am sending, 'nd if you decide o finish the

map on south to the forks of the two San Jacinto Rivers,

start this way;--

Drow all this but leave off the Howell and Birch,

as run on different variations, a loi.g distance, and a pro-

tractor and the needle .n the transit seldom check, them

draw as follows:3 P Terry, VWm Smith,%m.Massey, E S Perkins,

%ary Owens, M Everett MHShort, Sec 11, WCRR o, Zec 18. 4

from the Southeast corner upper or Big BeaxBeazley

Pruett XmxxRe south to the north line of the Finley Mclau-

ghton, on the ground, is 7977 vrs, patented 7917, excess of

50 vrs. ‘ g
About 12 years past I sent you =n affidavit and map éﬁ¢~ob////
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of some of this district, afiecting £& surveys.

I don't think you should make a map showing the
surveys that are on top of ot .er s'rveys, snd the only rea-
son I showed that on the map that I am sending you, was that

~you would know where some of them were, and this map is to be

used by me # 1in a suit in Federal rt, Houston, -

I hawe merndered Coney Creek from the SE cor upper
Beazley Pruett down to the SE cor Wm. Lynch. I have spent hours
t my desk trying to flgure out "hat rlezander lacy did do
when he surveyed out the Bhas %8 Stephens #1-#2, Ir W#éilliman
end lynch,I think he was drinking or incompetent.HWe run out
the east and we t lines, but did not meander the creek, just
trisngulated it ,xmemx --not much difference, but he got his
field notes mized up, The creek call for in the South line of
f1 and the North line f#2, was not there, but was on the MNorth
Iine of #l,and I fig:re he used the center line between the
~—~-Ching~——-—- surveys, field notes filed but turned down by
the Gen Land Of, and not patented, as the South 1line of the
Ira Yilliman,and the Robinsons who moved in here about 1855 ,
said there was no line between xk&x where they found the south
line of the Ira Milliman and the south line of the %m.Lynch,
nnd Jack W Robinson was with I S Collard when he cut vut of
the Lynch the tract for Jacob Bberley, '

Suit was filed in about 1885 Bazter, et al, vs.
Baker, et al, aud these o0ld timers were in that suit, held
that where I show the south liune of Ira Millimen on my map
‘is correct, went to the Ct Civ App Galveston, and affirmed,
However siice that time, some of these lawyers in Conroe have
had it held contrary a/c holdings of larger companies, but no

~.case has been ap ealed, and no opposing side to the case,

The Lynch, et al, was surveyed cut 1n 1849, the Robinsons
come in here in about 1855, the 1l.es were fresh, =2nd xh«
Austin Presswood, followed the Civil War, 1865, who said

all the coruer trees on Caiey (reek were standing and that
the Spanish QOak called for a2t the ME cor Ira ¥illiman was the
last to fall in the creek, ‘

; Forgot:-=You will note that the lerngth of the
lines of the Chas Stephens, Ira Millim'n and Lynch do not
check with xkm Caney freek. Lacy got that mixed up. If you
start at the 8B cor lynch to survey out the four tracts,

~ your north 1line of the Chas Stephens #1 will be too short,

and if you start 2t the NW cor #1, the south line of the
lynch will be too long.

I have surveyed one continuous line beg at SW cor
John Owens, thernce east 17 mlles a2long the north and south
lines of the surveys,line ends about two miles east of Hast
San Jaclnto Riwver,

If I can help you out in making a new map, advise, 624H9®//
and I will be glad to assist. I expect to quit surveying

about June, (2 ;zﬁ
With best wishes, I remain, C7ELVD;V>é;A/zﬁ$K\
- 7418
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