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Bpecial to The News Ll
Austin, Tex, Ma,y 20.—In awarding
mandamus in the case of William R.
Roberts, mlm;fr vs. §..J. Terrelll land
. _commissioner, the Supreme Court todse '
invalidated tmp claims of Munsan and
others to lang on Mustang Island on the
grounds that location upon an island is
not valid. Roberts applied for mandam-
us to enforce the land commissioner to :
issue him patents to a tract of land on |
the island, but the commissioner refus-
ed, basing his refusal on the existence
of an older claim asserted by Munsan
under the location granted in 1892. The
certificate was granted to William A. A,
Wallace, otherwise “Big Foot” Wallace,
under an act of the Legislature in 1889, {
Besides granting the certificate the act !
provided that the certificate might be
located upon any of the vacant lands of
the state, either within or without the

several reservations created by law
theretofore. :

The land was granted to Wallace for
his great services to the state. The con-
tention of. correspondents is that land
upon islands comes within the language
of the statutg and were made subject to
location. The other side contendsg that !
“miore specific authority is necessary to

. ¢vercome the effect of other laws and
the long settled policy of the state .in
Wlthholdinsr islands from locations and
looking to their disposition in another
way. The court says there can be no
question of the existence of such laws
and policy.

Jubtuo Williamsg' opinion says:

“Whether for the reason that they are.
rot within the repealing section or that
they are within the saving provision, it
is clear that. the rules proviously estab- |
lished concerning islands in force when
the revision took place were still in force

. when the certificate was granted to and
the survey was made for Wallace.”

Again the opinion holds: !

‘“That which is granted is land ,
certificate evidence of a right to
acquire public land such as had always
been satisfied out of Ilands wused for
locations and surveys, of which Iland
islands have never been a part. This
right was granted to be exercised by a
location and locations have always been
required to be made upon land other than
islands.

Further the opinion holds that: ‘Had.|
it been intended to include islands in
the act passed for Wallace's benefit
there can be little doubt they _would.
have been nameq,; - |
;g . consxderations, the |

COUTt h—old< that the location in question
was authorized and that it constitutes no
no obstacle to the purchase by relator; !
therefore the writ prayed for will issue.

The effect of this decision of the court
ijs to add approximately fifty acres of
land to the aggregate which will be sold
by the state in July. Munson's claim is
declared void and the land commissioner
is now free to dispose of the land claim-
ed by him. Patents will of course issue
to Roberts, his ten-acre tract being be-
yor;ggin;:erference from the land offlce
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interest in 180 acres of Reuben White survey;

O. C. Rush to B, ¢. Ward, lot 8, block 10, in
Humble; $170. .

Peggy Jackson et al to Munson & Munson,
five acres out of George L. Billows survey; $1.

. McCarty to Harris County, a tract of
land out of John Brown league; $1.

W. R. Noble et al to Harris County, a tract
of land out of O. Smith survey; $1. :

. Turning Basin Development Company to
Harris County, a tract of land out of John
Brown league; $1.

W. T. Biggs and wife to J, J. Boons, lot 2,
block 648, Engelke addition; other considera—
‘tions and $10. :

Fondren Oil Company to O. C. Rush, lot 8,
block 10, in Humble; $50.

Lulgl Cosimano and wife to Frank L. Cosi-
mano, parts of lots 10 and 13, in Little York;

;;August Thonig et ux to J. W. Ojemann, de—
soribad past @f-lot 4, out of 1. D, Taylor league;
b L0

1,000.
Willie Perry. o Jerusalem :
Church, described part of 10-acre lot 1
Holman survey; $500 z

of the

*William A. Wilson Realty Company to ¥. W.'

Striebeck, lots 20 and 21, block 9, Riverside
Park addition; $2,000,

Mrs. Karoline Broetzmann to John Hume Jr.,
éot 5, block 1, South End Villa Tract addition;

900,

i O. M. Carter to Miss G. B. Van Horn, lots 18,

17 and 18, block 108, Houston Heights; $280.
B, Sammons to T. L. Smith, Jots 1, 2, 7, 8, 9

and 10, of Sammons subdivisions 15 and 18, in

John R. Harris league, and of lot 14, in John

R. Harris Qand Calla?%gn& Vince survey, aggre—

isslonary Sﬁ?a%m, /
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