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VISIT TO TEXAS. 

CHAPTER I. 

Dt·pnrturo from r\cw Ode.'IW!.-Prut8Cngera.-G,ll"cetou laland.-
1'hc ba)! nnd.Coa.st or Texn.a.-W;ld Fowi.-Laudi.ng at tho 

13riLZOS. 

E wt.Y in the month of i\Inrcb, 1831, I reached 
!Sew Orlc:ins from the l\orthcrn State!', em my way 
to Tcxnlf. ~Tr priucipnl objecl wus Lo exnllliue the 
cnnditi\111 of n large tmct of Ja'nd I had purchased of 
the Gnh~ton Bny ami Texas Land Qompnny, and 
to ws..:crtnin its \'nluc to l'Cltlers from the Unilcd 
State.., by pcr:;onnl ob,.rrmtion, a!! well as to oalisfy 
my~;cli toncerning the t>Oundncss of the title which 
1 hnd obtnincu. 

There was o. vc,;:.cl at that time preparing to sail 
for amzMin, a place on the river Drnzos; nnd I took 
pa!;!'ngc on board. After stipulating for tl~c price of 
twrnty dollar:;, and pro\'idiug my::clf with a few 
con\'cnirnces for the >oyagc, I embarked with fifty- · 
three otl N p~cngers, of dilfercnt dcscriplioos nnd 
colors. 'he sloop :Mujcsly1 in which we sailed, 

1 
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commanded by Captain Spear, wns taken in tow hy 

the steamboat Livingston, uml wcut through the 
North Viest Pass about 7 o'clock 1n the morning. 
Our cargo had been selected for J3razorin by n young 
merchant of that place, who wn~ on board, \\1111 cou
sisted of flour, provisions, clothes, l\,c. 

I had sought in vain for nny ~utbfuctory informa
tion concerning the country to which 1 "as bound, 
before leaving New Orleans; and '' u~ uut hulc murc 
fortunate io my enquiries among 1 he pa~seugc• ", 
most of whom were going to hn: in Tt -.:u,.. .Among 
these were an old 'l'cnnesse:111 and his "ifu \\ ith 
their sons, two young men, who were going 11 to 
hoot land," ns the familiar term i~ for C\flluring new 
regions, for a place to form n scttlt•n~t·nt. T lactc 
wns also a very intelligent man from .Aillunma, "ho 
bad several negroes with bim, going to take up hi, 
abode in Texas: but he had nothing to contmunic..'lle 
concerning the country, except ~>omc \'cry fa\'omblc 
general accounts he bad received from fi icll(b. On 
reaching New Orleans he hat! lcnmt f11r the first 
time, that sltnes cannot be held 111 the i\Iu:icau t¢r
ritory, and bud taken measures w hie It hnd Lccn 
recommended to him, to evade the gcneml law of 
abolition, which does so much honor to the patriots 
of that republic. He had obtaiurJ their atu.•:.tcd 
signatures to articles of indenture, hy which th"Y 
bound themselves to serve ltimlor niruty-ninc yea~. 
Be counselled another man, who \\'01:1 ou boatd with 
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his wife n.ntl several slaves, to do the same, o.nd gave 
tltl}m such instructions as were necessnry to be re
gnrdeu 10 render the pretended agreement bi11ding on 
the negroes. 

1 learned from convertlntion with the cnptnin of 
tho vessel, thnt he once ~ailed with Gibbs, the no
loriouo:~ pirnte, who h{lll been brought into New-York 
a shorL time before our sailing, but whose confessions 
hnd not nt thnt time been made. He ussured me 

that he was n man of u most profligate and despe
rnte chttrocter ; nud that he entertoincd no doubt at 
all of his being guilty of such nets of pirncy nod 
murder as were clmrged agniost him, and many 
more thnn were yet known. 

On the 12th of ~larch we discovered laud, which 
presentud only n low, uniform appearance, on which 
it woultl br impoSJ>ible to distinguish one spot from 
another. 'l'he mo~t experienced navigators of lhe 
coi1St nre often nt a loss herenbouls. On lhe follow

ing dn) we pnssecl Galreston Island, which extends 
sixty miles, and differs in nothing from the land 
jnst mentioned, except that iu one spot, viz. near the 
western rxlre1 1ity1 are three low trees growiug near 
the water, wh1ch, although of very diminutive size, 
nre visible from u great distance on account of their 
lllncline:!:i, anti sen•e as a com•enieuL lnodmark io 
clear wenlhe~ 

\Ve kept down the coast IUltil we arrived off the 
mouth of tbe Brazos, near which we began to dis-
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cover something of the coutllry in the interior. 
This was nn extensh•c plain sc tr :ely elemlu I (\b,,vc 
the level of the Ocean, \"aric.l in t:onlc pnrts with 
wood, but without a single clemtion of the ·mrface· 
A pilot came down to the !<hare, nml we stood ncnr 
the land to receive him. The sloop was r{ul in o\·er 
the bar without much clitlicnlty, thou_;h she ;:truck 
two or three time<~, as she drew ft,.,. feet of water. 
The water on the bar varie3 from four to six ft:el. 

The bay'!, harbors, and rivera of Tex~"'• nrc gen
erally obstructed nt their mouth.; hy the met:ting of 
their currents with the wave:~ in th·.: gulf. Accortl
iog to :\irs. Holley's ccTexn,:," Sllbine Lake, on the 
eastern frontier, has but six feel of \\ atcr nt it" mouth, 
and shoals within. Galv~ton n,y has ob,;tructions 
not only at its mouth, but at Re~llish bnr, and above, 
which preclude the navigation of Trinity nnrl San 
Jacinto rivers, in ,·essels of nny con-idcrnble eiY.c1 

and sometimes forbid it entirely in the furmcr. The 
bar of the Brazos is said to he only about four rod 
wide, and easily removenble. l\lntngordn Bny is 
shoal, though it hn~ twelve feet of water at its en
trance; with only three or three an1l n hnlf feet nt 
the mouths of its two rivers, Colomdn nncl La H lea. 
The Colomtlo is also impa,-<ablc ten 111iles abm·e 
Matagorda, there being a rafl1 or fixed ntn!h uf tim· 
ber lying in the channel. The ~:ln Bernard :wd 
Caney's creeks are very shonl it their mouth:;. The 
bny of Aran~a~o has se\'en feet nt the entrance. o.nd 
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a pretty gooll •lt'pth within, O!l hilS also 'leuces bay. 
IIeru nre the frbh ~mute, whurc Jri!lh Colonies are 
to be funned. 

Before our ',, l'l reachf'tl tho point, four of the 
(lll~~Pn;_:cr:< including- myself, look the boat inten~ing 
to lrwd. .ABel' ru\\ ing n short time, we perceh·ctl 
tlmt Lltu ,urf mn hi~d1 upon the beach, nnd thnt n 
landing wouhl he difficult. We had al~;o by this 
time tli-co\WCtl that we were all !Jut poor oarl:imcn; 
but nothing re111ninetl for u~ but to keep the boat'~ 
head ns well nc: pos ible townn.h the shore. \\rc hnd 
howcVl'r, no oooncr renchctl thu breakers, than she 
swnug rouml in epilc of u~:, and in~tu.mly o\·erset, 
throwing II" nll into the wutcr. \V e I:'Crntnblcd 
among the WU\ Cd nrl\1 the undertow, nod with diffi
culty brained the land, nflcr ~;pending some lime in 
hauling the huat upon thu be.'\ch. Gro.-<Sing the 
uurrow point nul far from its extremity, we soon 

reached th'l hou u of Gnptnin Cotton, where n fl~tg 
wn flying. It lnud~ on tho bank of the Brnzos 
ri,·cr1 nntl is nn inn, for the nccommodntiou of pas

sengers landing here, though n mere log house. 
'l'hc owner wns formerly editor of n. 111exicna Gn.
zcuc. 

Ftom this plttcc we ltnd nu extensive prospect. 
Although tho spot is Lut little higher than the surface 
of the wnter1 the Gountry nround h; so low, ancl so 
perfectly tlnt, thnl the eye cmhrnced au el::tcnt of 
many mil•.!!l towrtrd the interior, n.s well n.s up nnd 

1" 
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down the sea-coast. The surface wtts ~rcen, us tht! 

season was already ndranced ;;u fnr that the grn~~ 

had grown about six inch.-::~; and the trees were 

well covered with lca,·es, forming gro\·~ allll in ~ome 

places woods of considerable extent, c..;pcdally along 

the banks of the ri,·er, which was secu to take t \\'0 

or three great bends within a few milrs of IH. 

Nearer at hand, and on both side.;:, were ~erernl 

sheets of water, spreading over cousilicrnblc trncts of 
the level ground, and communicating with the sen. 

These offered us at first sight n promi;:e of nbuntlant 

sport, for we saw multitudes of fowl in different 

plares, both near nod distant, and the country is 

abundant in game. Although the soil was :truly, 

the general aspect of the country wM verdant and 

agreeable, bearing a. general rc,;cmblnnce to t hnt 

around ~ew Orleans, except in its total wunt <lf 

inhabitant::;; for although the cultivation \\'a,; cnlirc

ly neglected, it looked as if cultivntetl. l\cX a dwell

ing, except the inn, was any where in ~ight1 nor a 
single ves~el, e;ccepl our sloop. Th8 wa;; soon 

taken up the ri\'er about a mile, and there brought 
to anchor. 

This, I was informed, is a fair specimen of the 
entire coast of Texas. From one el:lremity to the 

other there is not an elevation, nor any mriety of 

aspect. 'l'he ;;urface i,; low and flat, but de:;tilllle of 

marshes, so that a cnrt might almo~l nny where come 
down to the edge of the water. 
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rl'hc en:;LP.rll part of 'l't·xu , which we were Pnter

ing-that is, fw111 the :::- tbirtc ri\'Cr: the IJouJulury of 
the United :Stale~, w the ~ tn Jadnto, n linh! \t·c -
war,l fro111 u~, i'!l n· '.trtlcll a;; tl1t> he L (Hlrl of the 
lcrriwry. It i.; well wutcrctl hy 11 n'iJnltlc ri\'cr,- nucl 

mill l'trc~un•, nrul supplictl wil!t \'alu,uJI•: timber, 
which will furui It 111uch lurnher. 

'I' here arc ns ) ct howt'\'er Lut fl'\\' inlmbiwnts. 

·n~~dn.;h • , lill 111ilcs from du.: frontier, the principll 
town in thut direction. wn yet in•ignilir.unt in the 

nmount of its populati 10. lt Wll'l at lir l n :-:;pani~h 
militmy p1 t, nnd nftcrw r.1'3 irthn!Jitctl lty a small 

populnti11u. 'l'hc inhahitanH were dri\'t•n into Lon· 
• i iantnhoul the year 1!:)20, hy ::ipaui~h troop3, hut 

three yc:-tns nfter the r culemcnl h~nn. It wus 
II OW prole ·t. I uy n ntnll numh'!r of .Mcxicnn sol

diNs, ,,·hi"h \\'It s • 111 nftP-rwtml;~ inCI'c:\setl, '"' the 

go\'ernmrnt were theu jealnu9 of the uittJtl Stnlcl', 

or alfcclr 1 to he s '· .\ few scnttcrin~ sculer nrc 
found in thnl tmct of country: hul the colonization 
lnw,; forbid nny seulcmenL to ue rntul~ within twenty 

lcagtw of the fruuticr tlf the Unitctl :-;tat••ll1 unless 
two third of the inhnhillutts be :\Icxicnns. 

There were ten or twcl\'C puny. tlnrk complc~ionetl 
men. nt Cnptnin Gottou's in nn unifor111, who llenrut 
were l\Iexicnn sollicr:~, stationed there to cnC.ncc the 
revenue laws. 'l'hc stnlc of the i\lc\icnn HcpnLli~ 

hdng ntthat time ,·cry unhnp,,y, through the military 
dcspoLi~lll tllHlcr the Vice President Uu.stnmcnle: nntl 
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the prospect of internal disturbance, it \\'H=' not :;o 

surprising that nn nch•anced p(>-l on llns di~tant 

frontier, should be left with u \'cry ::-lender guard. 
The approach of no open enemy \1'1\s tll be appre
hended from this qunrter, although it wns \'Cry evi
dent that the party in power were lw-tilc to the 
principles of the Cnitt~J Stutc.;, oppo•ctl to its intlu
ence, nnd extrclllely jealous of the momln-ccntlcncy 
which our countrymen were rnpidly gnining in this 
province by emigration . 

• 



CHAPTER II. 

Dt:t•r.-Fi~l hunting <'scuroion on a Prnirie.-,\wkwftrd predica

ment in oonfK'qUCu<'<'.-D•'!'"rtur,. for Bn1rorin.-Pn ngr up the 
Hr,,:w rh·er.-R.,•narlca <m the Pruirk of Tt·su...-'fhu "Rolling 
cllurury," ,~c.-lrnptcuilll\!1 on \'Iewing tbe sn•nl•ry1 with ita 
bct~ulirut U"f'CC!l llntl8olltudc.-;\Jy own fiuUcring proapcota. 

o~ the followinl! morning, I \\'!IS rom;ed by the 
cry of '1 Deer in ~ight ;'' untl from the deck \\ e b:lW 

dtslinctly !'e\'cral deer fectling in the Ptnirie on the 
western side of Lhc ri\'er, nhout IHllf n nulc from the 
l.mnk. 'l'lwy up1>eared t;O confident in the ~ccurity, 
und fed ..:o carcle:~•ly, thnl I set o!T immediately with 
my gun, indulging no smnll hojlCS of procuring n 
supply t•f frc.-.h 111eat for nt lea:,t n part of the ~oliip's 
company. :\fy plnn wa..-:, to proceed quietly along 
until I :;!lould g't.'l nuher to the South \Vc.st of them, 
ntul tlarn .tppronclt; f~>r the mer took an ubrup1 turn 
to 1hc w.:,.twunl ultottl n mile north of ow, und there 
I thou~ht I ~houl.t be nble to pen up my gnme, if 
lltcy ~houl<l take ulann be for c my neur appronch. I 
coli fl--.;:; Ill}' i!!norullcc of tlt:cr huntin!!', which iudt'cd 
will ht e\ itlcut •·lluugh lo n11 experienced ~;portsu:nn 
from my t11n11ncr nf proccPdtug. After wulkmg n 
short time, und loug before I hud l hought nny pnr
Liculnr prccauliurr wns nece.. .. ~ury to prcnmt Lhcm from 
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observing me, they ~utldenly started, nnd after lun

ning a few minutes disappeared. I then hurrif'cl on, 
expecting to finJ them concealed undt'r the hunk of 
the river; and ran over the smooth and grn'""Y ltwel, 
till I wAs ont of breath; but, much to my di:mppoint
ment, I could find nothing of thf'tll on tho shore. 
After looking about a Little time, I percch•e<l SC\'Crnl • 
dark spots in the water, nearly n mile ofT, which 
proved to be my deer, swimming for n Ji;;tnnt point 
of land, nod leaving me in a mortifying- pn~dicnment 

under the observation of all the sloops' company. 
I was very much !:truck with tlv} uniformity of the 

surface in the Prairie; which I had often heard of 
so particularly, but never observed befl)re. I hnd 
now run a mile or more over it, without meeting n 
single irregularity or obstncle, a stone, n pebble, n 
bush, or e1•en a shrub. Scarcely a blnde of gms11 
seemed to rise above the ordinary height, which, IL'I 

I have before remarked, was about six: incite.<~. .\nd 
thus this ertensive plain, neglected by mnn, nnd 
tended onlr by the hand of nature, prP~•!ntcd n 
snrface as level as the most carefully rolled gnrclcn
walk, nod was covereu with n cont of green ns 
uniform as a smooth shaven lnwn, or a \'1\Hl sheet 
of velveL And this scene was not confined to n 
small vale or meadow, or boundrcl by n range of 
neighboring hills: bul stretched orr to n vn.~t di--· 
Lance on almQ<;t every siue, on the one hnncl "eernincr 

' 0 

to melt into the Gulf of Mexico, and on the other to 
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111eel tho horizon. There was oothing elevrucd, or 
rough, or wild, to coni rust with the Llrtl surface of 
green; and nfler a few IHOments spel1t in contem
plntillg the plain, .finding it varied only by Lue 
distullt groves '' hich were seen towUl'ds lbe north, 
tl1e 111ind feels u l•ind of surprise <tl lilllling, t hut the 
senses nrc nlnlllsl usclcss where there is so little to 
give them excrciee. Nuch were some uf my fecliugs 
nt the fir:,;L t;igbt of n Prcdrie. 

'l'ltere wllrC ~;omc objcclb however which nllrutlcd 
my llllculion, particulnrl.v towards the ~outh: lc•r 
muhiwdes of wnlcr fowl were clu~tered together 
ncar the shore, a;; ~·us! flocks M them were contin
ually in the air. llnviog lvsl tdl bopc of larger 
game, nnd hn1 ing no pnrLiculnr di,-po:sitJun to ret trn 

to 1 he ,·esad1 wlulc the recollccliiJn of tuy tlefeut iu 
the deer c:-;petlition wn,; :;o fr~h. l ~>houldered 11y 

gun, anti Lent til) ~.:our~c towurtls the f'.hore of the 
Gulf, ant! townttlo a t'JlOL where the fo" 1 seemed to 
be most uUIUI!IOlll:l. 

After n. walk, that proved eomewhnt oppreset\'C 
on account of Lhu heat, (the thermometer wus at 
75 nt Anahuac nt noon Lhnt day,) I reached • he 
shore of n pond, or lagoou, which, COiltmunkat ng 
with l11e Gulf by n narrow opcniug, ovedlowe1l a 
cotn•iderable extent of land, and oOcrcd n com cuient 
relwat to tbou::~ands of\'. ild ducks, ge~:se, brnudt and 
other fowl. These were far lc;;g shy than the game 
I hnd before pursued, aud .~oou offered mo opponuni-
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Lies to try my puwder and ;.hot. 'l'ltt'rt' \\We diOi:r

enl kinds of fowl which I hnd ncrer llll't with lwforL•, 
and one of great btze partintlarl) atllnctrd my 
auention. It wa~ standin~ ill tlw ~'!tallow W:ttt•r. 

ncar the land, and lllll:'l hcvc \\ !'igl:t·d l~•rly or lilly 
p.,t:nd:<. By pr••pcr cam ion I got \\ ithin n nlcdcmtc 

disrunce of this orcrgrown nmrk, \\ hkh l \ il'\n•d nt 

my lrisure frlllll 1 he spot wlu~re J """ ronct·ah•tl hy 

the b.lllk; ami then, taking gP<Ml uim, tht•w the 

Hi;,:_H. I\ly ~un howe,·cr mi""tl fire j and dte J.ird, 

,.prc,ldin!!" it,.: win!!'s tit the dic·k uf 1 he h:k \\ Ct 

soon beyond Ill)' reach. Turnill!j fiiUtHl, I 110\\', to 

n1y di.-tuay, di:-m\'ercd thnt the ~t..op hrul hOJ .. tcd 

:mil. and wn:; already moving up the Brnzos, with 

a f<t\Will!! breeze which had ull•·.xpt•c tc·tlly ep1 1111g 
np; ,,;: 1 ddn!! ,-everal duckb which I lmd <=hoi, I cl 

r·fl' iu grc.tl ha,te to orcrtakc it. 'l'hl'rl' '' ns no pro
l·ability rhat the G.tptain would he.l\~ lo for mc1 

unl~ he coul,l do it with n pm~pc~t of liulc Ilk' of 
time; and in:;tc.1tl of c!irecting wy com-" to\\ .~rds 
the rlace where the \'cs,d then wao:, I inclinctlunrdt 
furth2r toward~ the left, lo rcnclt the rh't·l ut n IIi lnul 

Lend, where 1 hoped to nrri\'e as ,.oun n-o the toloop. 
'l'o do thi:, howc\'cr required great \1Xclllion i for the 

breeze Wa'- ,trong enouglt lo ClliT)' llf'r nlong pretty 

rapidly, and the prospect of n long \\nlk mer tl.o 

Prc.irie \\'iL" of a 111o,l tli~cournging nntcne. I pn~ltt'd 
on howe\'cr, as fa,l as 1 could, WOIIit·d wil h \·cxution 

at pcrcei\·ing that my compunious displayed uo dis-
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poslLlon to wait for me; aud at length effected my 
object, nfter a walk, or rather o.lmost n run, of five 
miles. I was very I.Jappy to find myself once more 
on bonrtl, after the prospect I had bad of more soiL 
tude than 1 de:.ired. 

The Brozos ri\•er ia gcuern11y about 160 feel wide, 
and 20 or 30 feel deep. It is remarkably crooked: 
so much so that uo one wind will take a vessel up 
to Brazoria, the plnce tn which we were bound. 
Fortunately for ut~, we had men enough on board 
to ob\'ltlte thi» difficulty; and by sending a number 
of them on shore witlt a rope al every bad turn, we 
we1e able to pur:>ue our course without c.lcluy. NoL 
long after I had got on board, "hich was al noon, 
we began to approach the limber land; aud we 
found the banks in some places more elevated aud 
irregular, buL witllout any signs of cultivation or 
inhabitants. I learulthntthe open Prairies c~tcndcd 
to within a ,hort di,taoce of tbe stream. The soil 
was light UIH.I poor uutil we reached n place called 
1\Ic:\cil's Lnmling, or .Marion, about fifteen miles, 
or lmlf the distance to Brazoria, where, l10wever, 
wn.s no dwelling of any kind. One of the olues~ 
cstales in lhis part of the couotry, (lhat of ML l\lc
Neil,) is situated a few miles wcstward, in the interior, 
ueur the river f:lt. Ut:rnnrd, who:;e general course is 
nearly pnrnllel \'>ilh that of lhe Brazos. AL thitl 
lauding the cotlon raised U) '\Jr. 1\lci'\eil is shipped 
for New Orleans; aod in the year 1830 the umouuL 

2 



22 A VISIT 

of this article yielded to that cst.ntc nlonc was worth 
no less than five thousand dollars. 'rhc e~tnte of 
111r. Westall is also n fllw miles from the Brazos on 
that side: but with these exceptions there wt•re no 
habitations in the country within some mile..: uf u~. 

After obsening something new, in a trnngc 
country, one is apt to inquire whether it i:; likely to 
be often met with in future. I had now bccn upon 
a Prairie for the first Lime : but I hud to ullliciputc n 
more familiar acquaintnncc with them. Indet.'(l it 
was most probable I should often travel, anti po.•-ibly 
I might sometimes be obliged to :-locp upon them. 
The beautiful and unvarying level on which 1 110\V 

found myself, had no near limits. 'I' he t1 tl! h i:;, the 
entire southern part of Texas hi one msL Prniric i 
and iu the northern regions of tbis extcu~i\'c pro
vince is another, which, stretching to the boundary 
of the United States, is lo:~t in the Valley of the 
Miss~,;;ippi and its western tributnric::. 'fhnt \\ hich 
lay before me extended north about seventy miles 
without interruption, except ncar some of the strcnws. 

These regions, wbich present no obi;tncle to tho 
traveller in any direction, except where tl.ry arc 
cro;;sed by streams, nnd wbooe soil is generally rich, 
and often of almost incalculable fertility, present 
superior attractions to colonists. Xo forosts are to be 
cleared away; and yet, in many places1 thetc is 
sufficient wood for the limited neceo:~ities crcnt.ctl by 
the climate. How many attractions docs this !iplcn-
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did country nppenr nt first sight to offer to a settler 
from our cold and ~orlhern ~tales ! No rocky e.ncl 
barren Judge• to lie wn~le forever, no etcep acclivities 
to be tillctl or to he climbed over; no proviflion to be 
made for the housing of cnule; no rnising, cutting, 
curing, removing, stowing or feeding out of winter 
fodder ; not e\·en the construction of hay stacks; 
much lc " the erection of barn or st.nbles for crops 
nnd :-;tock. How difficult it ill to a northerner to 
bear in mind the n•nlity, that all th~e great features 
of eoil, climate and rurl\llife in his own country are 
here to he tli;;pnnsed with ! He naturally inquires, 
""'hnt then can rcmnin for the industrious man to 
do 1" 'I' he whole bu iness of rni. ing cattle is of course 
r~ducr1l, n it was in the land of Cnnnnn, to the 
~>implt• operation of Jelling them tnke care of them
seh·e", t:nt, drink nne! fatten on the rich pastures and 
u~u.lcr the genial climate, until the owner chooses to 
claim tribute of their tit:.• II, hide and horns. TiUnge 
is al;:o rNiuced almost to its t-imple~;t form : for cotton 
i~ packed as-SOOn n picked, nod immediately trans
ported t.:> market; anti n'1 to the grain nec(!i;;;ary for 
the coloniQt's 11 ·c, nlthou!!h the t:carcity of miUs is at 
pre-.ent a great inconvenience, the planting is often 
effected without preparing the ground, nne! the reAr
ing nlwnyfl without hoeing. Veget.n.blea are generally 
Rtill more ensily procured, and that in supcrnbun
d:tncc: for nfter having hccn once sowed, many· 
kinds of u~<eful kitchen plants nnd roots propagate 
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themsehes. This is the case with pumpkins, sweet 
potatoes, and several other vegetables; nnd some of 
them have been found greatly to irnprO\'e in quality 
from year to year, even when thus entirely left to 
the care of nature. lt is remurkable of the common 
North American or Irish potntoc, thnt when culti\'a
ted here it becomes swel't, like the Southern or 
Carolina potntoc. 

The Prairies or levels of Te-xas may be generally 
described under t\vo heads: l~;t. The Southern Ol' 

those on the coast, nnd 2d. The Northern, or interior. 
I am now nearly in the middle of the former, wltich 
extends from the river San 1 ncinto to thnl of G nnd
aloupe, and about eighty miles inlnnd, nntl beyond 

the latter river to the )\uce"', thirty or forty lllilcs 
back. The EaHern con~t divi,;ion, is generally well 
watered, being crO:ised by the rivers La Baca, Col<>
mdo and San Bernard, as well n'l the lJr:lzO'I, with 
many smaller stream'~, and containing nlmndance of 
springs. Though apparently a dcnd lint, tlu: c.ouutry 
descend'! :;o much towards thn Gulf of ;)lexica, thnt 
it is well drained, the streams bt•ing- rnpid, nnd ~he 
land neither overspread by ponds nor morn,;.:cs, nor 
liable to inundations. 'rhc want of >-lone-, for 
building and other purpose'!, and the nbnndunce of 
mu!'quetoes and other insects nrc t;eriou,-ly fdt. The 
moderate prevalence of biliou fe\'crs throughout 
this region is an objection, though not n very impor
tant one: against selllemenls here, ns they are fur 
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less fatal than in some parts of the United Slates. 

The proximity lo the coast and streams to some 
extent navigable, and of course the facilities of com

munication with clist.o.nL regions, as well as the 

greater progre$H of senlemenls, are among the ad van
tages of the southern over the northern Prajries. 

All this extensi\•e trnct, except a narrow strip west 

of La Baca river, is comprehended in Auelin's 

Colony. 

The '''estern and smaller division of the coast 

level or Prnirie land, extends, as before remarked, 

only about bnlf as far inland as tbnt first described: 
but it is more elevated, has even richer berbnge, and 

is preferred on the srore of salubrity. The mosquito 

grass wllicb overspreads the ground is green all the 

year. Amoug the timber is also found the musquito 
tree, which is very useful for fences and fuel. The 

greater part of this valuable region is covered by the 

grants made to De Leon and Power, and is destined 

for lri~h settlements. It extends to the limits of 

'l'exna on the coast, and embraces several large bays, 
peninsulas and islands. 

Tue northern le\•cls or Prairies are of considerable 

exLenL it, lhe boundaries of Texas: lying along the 

heao streams of Brazos river, and extending north
ward become idenLifil!d with Lhose vast plains between 

the Rocky Mountains and the Mississippi. But they 
are liLtle known, aud as yel scarcely within tbe view 

of colonists, though doubt.less destined at some future 
2• 



26 A VIBlT 

time, to support a numerous population. That 
region, ns when crossed by Captain Zebulon Pike in 
1807, is still traversed by herds of butrulo, deer, nnd 
horses and Indians, particularly the Comanches,\\ ho 
are wild and sa.vnge. 

'fhe country intermedinte between the..•e great 
levels, is sweUing, (or "rolling," as it is here called,) 
adjacent to the Prairies, nod mountninou:> in the 
middle. The roUing country extends northward, 
in some parts one, in otlters two hundred nHIP!>1 

where it reaches the mountains. It is remnrknhly 
salubriou", weU supplied with stone, abounds in 
streams '!nd ~;priogs, with timber of various kind,, 
ns well as fine pasturage, beautiful :mcl vnried !'tem•ry, 
and is nearly free from trouble.some in ect:s. The ~oil, 
like that of the Prairies, is generally n de<'p, dark 
mould, but the streams are ll>'Ually bordered hy 
tracts of allunal land, which yield a \'aricty of timber. 
The climate and soil are the mO::Jt favomble to vinecz, 
as well as sheep and horses, and ns much ..:o ns nny 
part of the country to fruits nnd grnin, pig..: nml oxen. 
Sugar and long staple cotton, howe\ er, \\ill not grow 
there. 

When one listens to the accounts be he1us of the 
fertile regions around him, and sees with hi<~ own 
eyes evidence of the truth of much that he i,; told, 
he still finds it difficult to carry with him full cretlil 
in the facts, and is often inclineu to quf':o'tion orer 
and over agnin the reality of the lnles he has been 
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told. Especially does it seem hard to imngine tbnt 
such bouodle. .. ;; regions of almost uocxnmpled fertil
ity, stretch off to !lO great n dic;tance beyond us, 
where the fooL of a civilized man has hnrdly ever 
been placed. On the contrary, the inconveniences, 
privations und di'lappointment"~ which in stJch a land 
of beauty nnd fertility nee ·--nrily nwaitthe "I ranger, 
nrc nptto force thcm<:clvc~ frequently and intelligibly 
upon his notice. Although the trinlH to which a 
new selller must be exposed nrc fewer nncl le,..s dan
gerous than th<>5e encountered in our northedy 
rc~ion!', they nrc ,till considP.nhlc i nnd every coluni~t 
should prepare to meet tht•nl. ~otue of the trrcale:;L 
inconvenience->, it is evidP.ut, rnu•t nri,:e from the 
!'cnrcity of inhabitnnt,... A mere glnnce nt n vn.t 
Pmitic, with the idea of li\ ing upon it nlone, is 
enough to imprc-s n mnn wilh the importnnce of 
society to a R>Cial being, and the mluo of thnt 
mutual n"-i,taucc whlch uwu gi\·e nnd receive in 
commumlll!S. But yl'l there me many person~ who 
nrc habituated to ~:olitude, nrul while with their fnmi
lic", never fP.CIIonely i nntl of such tnll!;L in n great 
men,ure con-i"t the colon~sts of 'l'cxns. 

The Fcene.-< nrouthl me nllordcd certainly a noble 
view, even for n bJlCCiator per,onnlly unintcrc~ted in 
the soil: but to the proprietor uf n vn"l tmct, hke 
myself, n finer could hnn.lly be imngined. 1 had 
doubtl~s mnde n judicious purcha!'e i nnd in wbnt 
n country! How nobly would twenty thou&md 
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acres look, wherever I might determine to locate my 
estate! I should feel perfectly sati;:fied wtth lnntl 
like this, but, ns I bad determined to ~co somethil\g 
of the land in the length nnd breadth of it, I con
cluded to suspend my dedsion for the pre:;ent. As 
however this kind of country, ns I wnE n~'ured1 
extended sixty or seventy miles in depth hack from 
the whole coast east of this, that is, through the 
southern part of the Company1s land,;, I could hn\'tl 
no difficulty whatever in selecting a section with 
which I should be satisfied, even if I l'hould I~ di.-
appointed \Vith the quality of the land in the interior. 
Twenty thousand acres! Twenty thou.,and acres! 
What an estate! How many cntlle and human 
inhabitants would it be able to support ! 
~o wonder that settlers in such n country qhould 

acquire feeling" of independence and libcrnlity, 
thought I. Xature is bountiful to tho inhnbitnnt1 

and he can afford to be liberal without irnpovcri,hing . 
himself. How strange would it probably nppc:tr1 to 
some of those who bear the proposition of tl1e 
Galveston Bay and T exas Land (;ompany with 
coldness, if they could sec this scene, that they hnre 
given the subject no more attention. 

I bad these agreeable reflections to mnke, as I 
passed up the Brazos, expecting on my arrival at 
Brazoria, to obtain all information nccCI'•ary to guide 
me to some of the best of the Company's land, to 
apply to the Companis surveyor to locate me twcn-
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ty thou<>nntl acres wherever I !lhould direct him, nnd 
to recch·o n clear nnd indi>lputable titlo from the 
Company's ngents. A ve..-,.cl hnd nlrrndy arrived, 
ncar the end of Fchrunry, in Gnh·cston Bny, with 
severn! ngcn~, nntl a nuntl>t>r of emigrants to be,.:in 
n seltlcmt•nt on the t•xten ivc nnd ,·nlunhlo Iunde, 
which, as wn~ undcr ... tood, the Company had full 
authority to colonize, ~ell, or otherwi~e to di~<J>OSC of 
ns they might judge proper. .Another \'<'f'sel wns 
expected ~oon, nnd . their IJeginniugs uppcnred to 
pre. ... ngc nml gunrnntrc a rupid !'t•lllcllleut of the 
country. I hnd beeu gi\'Cil to understand, ns I 
thought on good nutlwrity, thnt "'llr\'C)'or:; nnd agent~ 
woukl oo found on the spot, unclt•r the direction of 
the C:ompnoy, ready to net, and able to twrform all 
the !'tipulntion,; whirh 1 h11d been lt•tl to Auppo~c 
they hnd bound themsch·e ... 10 in the di p<Wal of the 
scrip which I had purchased, nnd n rc-rtificnte of 

• which I hnd brought out with me i n !'uffldcnt tes. 
timopy of my clnim to the lnnd 1 hnd paid for. 

Above thi,; place the ti~.~il nppo:-nrt.>tl murh better, 
being hluck and vcty deep; nnd the surfuce wns still 
CO\'crcd with forest:< of a mticty elf ttt'c", though not 
very dilft•rcnt in their gt•ncrul uppcnrnnrc from tho.;c 
in nH.,rc northcm region::>. 'l'hc cotton tree, which 
is nhundnnt, wns new to me: hut it i~ rwither beau
tiful nor vnlunble; in form rc,..mubling the Lombardy 
poplar, nntl in re.<;pccl to texture it!' timber mny bo 
compnred with the tmme. 



CHAPTER III. 

Arrh'al nt Bruorin.-Ocscription of lhf' plnce.-Inn.-Inllllbit~nti.

Tbc surrounding fo~a.-Cllnc brake:t.-OIIICOuraging iuf~>lma· 

lion concerning the Land Company nne! my pun: hue. 

WE reach eel Brazoria at about five o'clock. J\s the 
settlement of the place had been commenced but 
about twelve months before, little wao to be looked 
for more than what we found. The ,·illnge contain
ed about thirty houses, all of logs except three of 
brick and two or three framed, and severn[ IIIOIC 

were building. It is laid out in !'quares of an eighth 
of an acre. The ri1·er was now about twenty feet 
lower than ~he street, but is swollen every ycnr 60 

much during the sea~on of ll()()(h:, a" to rise nearly 
to the same level, and indeed sometime~ overll?'' s n 
part of it. The soil wn~ here, a~ below, ,·cry rich 
bottom lanrl, black, and 20 feet deep. It i~ probaLle 
that Brazoria will be the head of sloop na\'igntion : 
for althuugh the rh·er above i~ for some di tance deep 
enough for vessels of that cln."s, its crooked course 
presents a great objection to proceeding any further 
up the channel unlet:s widt oart~. Lot:-; of ooe-eiglllh 
of an acre ROld at from twenty to one hundred nnd 
forty dollar:l. Brazoria is thirty miles up the river, 
but 45 by its crooked course. 
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I took lodgiobrs nt the hou,;e of Mr. William Aus
tin; son of the father of \rnericno settlers in Texas, 
1\lo~es .Auslln. 'rhe hou;;e was of a very simple 
con::;truction nnd phdn mnterinl<-11 and may be given 
as n pretty ftur specimen of most of the best houses 
in the country. 1 shall therefore be excu!led for 
introducing here a description of euch a house, with 
n brief account of the mnnner in which we were 
nccornmodntcd. •rwo square houses, uuout fifteen 
feel apart, nrc COihtruct.ed of Jog,, well filled together 
uy deep morticcs cut nt their ends, where they meet 
to form the corner::. Each of the::e uuildiugs has a 
door in the middle, on the .::ide fucing inwards; and 
the !:pace between them Ut:ing covered over by a roof, 
a IJroafi p~1lJ;C is left, -.hcheretl indeed UOOVC1 but 
quite open nt both end:,.. Add lloors to the two 
hou~cs, or npartmcnGr, u few windows closing with 
wooden slntltt:t!! and de:;titutc of gla~.;, wiLit a place 
fllr n fire in the northern one, und a hole through 
the roof fur the smoke, n1ul you have a tle.-<cription 
of the principal hotel in nrnzoria. 'l'he furniture 
wn .. ..; of the plninc;;t tle.~criplion, nnd Mtch as barely 
to serve the most nece,.~ary purposes of thirty board
er:;: for that wns the uumiJcr with whom I found 
my,:elf n.."sociatt.od on entering the mansion. Tbe 
regular price was four dollar· n week ; and for tran
sicnltra\""llern a dollar a day. 

In so new n a,clllcmeut, where much has already 
IJceu accomplished, wucre much more i::~ in prospect, 
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ami where every thing M$Ulllcs no eucoura~ing 

appearance, and every pcr:lon iii untler the excitcn1om 
of animating hopes, inconveniencies like the_,e n1e 
e<U>ily overlooked. The company were cheerful, 
conversation wns Ji,·ely, our nrri\'nl b10ught new 
subjects of aur.1ction and enquiry to all, and the 
time passed \'ery pleasantly. The wife of our ho::.t 
I fllUnd. was an intelligent Indy from New-York; 
and her care furnished us with excellent food con
sidering the disadvallln~es of the place, \\ hile her 
arrangements afforded us more comfort anti coU\·en
ience than we could ha,·e expected, Ill n habitation 
so disproportioned to our numbr.r;;. Our tnblP. wru; 

set on the ground, in the open pn--~age of the hou!_:C; 
while our mattresses were spread at night 011 the 
floor of the southern apnrtmcnt. In order to place 
I hirty 111:!0 in a horizontal po~illon, on a space uoom 
twenty feet square, nud each upon a ~·parole bed, 
required no small cn1e and culculntion; }el there 
we laid ourselve:; down, n:> ou the floor of n .,team
boar., and slept soundly till morniug. 

~lr. John Austin, the first ~ctl.ler of B1a<~.oria, 

went there in 1828. 'l'hc place for the \'ilhtgo had 
been since cleared of the fore:;t trees which tlum 
overspread the country, and at the time of n1y 'i it, 
they had been cut away to about the di ... runce of 
half a mile. Beyond that hnc, every tl•ing wos 
still wild, nod io the stale of uature. The ~urfncc 
is nhno:;t enti1ely level; nnd such is the wo.ut of 
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every species of land-mnrk, that I wns informed that 

the inhnbitnot.q coultl not venture any considerable 

distance into the woods in a cloudy or misty day, 
for fear lest they should lose their way. The most 
expert woodsman, it was thought, would find himself 

at fault, for the want of such means as the forest 

usually affords for determining Lhe points of the 
compass. ·what renders the dangers still greater, 

is the frequency of cane brakes, or tracts of land 

overgrown with the long reeds of which we make 
.fishing poles in the Northern ~tales. ThC~>o canes 
there grow in some places among the forest trees, 

so thick as to render a pns~agc through them in
convenient : nod n.re often found occupying alone 
a considerable tmct, almost impenetrable by mnn, 
nod ri:;ing so high as to shut out the view of the 

sky, as well ns of every terrestrial object. It wna a 
novelty to me to examine th~e singular tracts of 
ground, so unlike every thing which I had seen 
el!'ewhere: mil, :;lender, and graceful rod!', growing 
up rapidly to the height of twenty or twenty·fi\"e 

feet in n. single sea.c:on, affording food to the ro\ing 
cattle when green, becoming hard, stiff, and durable 
when dried nn1l prescrv01l, bnt fulling to the ground 
nod peri!'hing when left to thel\lsclvcs, to be !'Ucceed
ed by another similar crop in a few months. 

"\V e hnd an opportunity to judge of the correctness 
of the report:~ we had heard, c.onccrning tho ri,k of 
straying in the forest, at the expense of one of our 

3 
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fellow passengers, a young man from one of the 
Southern States. IIo had incautiously taken a 
walk into the forest; and, on attempting to return, 
was lost. He was missed by some of his compan
ions, who made such e~ertioos as they could to .find 
him; and these proving unsuccessful, we fired guns 
occasionally in the night, to inform him of the 
direction in which he was from Bmzoria, and to 
prevent him at least from straying any further. Ilo 
did not return that oigbt, but spent it in the woods, 
and found his way back in the morning. 

I was not able to obtain much information in 
relation to the country, from most of the persons I 
met with at Brazoria. This was owing partly to 

the fact, that not a small portion of the people were 
new-comers from the United States, and partly to 
the mpid changes taking place in the province. 
Beside this, every individual like mylltllf, had his 
mind chiefly occupied with his own concerns ; and 
where every thing was in a state of activity, tbere 
was little time, as there were few opportuoilioo, to 
collect information on other subjects. 

There were several shops in the village, in which 
I found a great variety of articles exposed for snle, 
though no very large quantity of merchandi;;c in 
any of them. They sold at very fair prices. 

I had some conversation with 1\Ir. Austin on tbe 
pwchase of land I had made in New-York, bm the 
result was not e;uch as to afford me much gmtillcation. 
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On the contrary, he regnrdcd the certificate I held, 
and tho ~crip which it represented, as of no value 
whatever. lie was confident that the government 
would never recognise the right claimed by tbe com
pany, of giving titles lo the land ; for, as he said, 
it had not even been conferred upon tbo emprc:;arios, 
from whom they pretended to have received it. He 
hnd nlrendy :;een se,·eral persons who had come out 
under circum::~tnn~ like my own, nnd who, on 
inquiry, hntl be··otne convinced that they couJd effect 
nothing. Hu gnvc me a particular account of the 
three sevcmJ ccmtr cts formed with the 1\texicnn 
government by Zn vain, Y chlein, aud Burnet, for 
whom the Company prof! oo to act as agents in 
tru~t ; and though he made n clear totory, and seem
eel intimately ncquniutcd with the whole subject, 
I flattered myself, thnt he might lie under some 
mi take, or nt 1~\!'lt that the result of the business 
would in sou1e wny or other lJc more favorable than 
it promi~etl. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Excursion to lbe estate of 1\lr. 1\lcNo•l-Gilmo in tl1o woodt.-A 
PatriArch of lhe foreat.-A Texu f11nn.-Scene em a gruing 
Prairie.-Xoble proopect.-Imp..-ions on witn ing lhe ec~ne. 

Two of my fellow pas:::cngen:~, who intended to 
visit Mr. :i\1c~eil's estate, kindly invited me to ac
company them, a day or two after our arrirnl; ond 
we set off together, one pleasant morning on foot, 
as we bad but an excursion of ten miles to perform. 
The surface is level, and the forest wns unbroken 
for most of the way, except by the pnth. Vines 
were abundant, which are said to bear plenty of 
fine grapes of different de:;criptioos, chiefly red gmpcs. 
The general aspect of the wood::~ Wll:i like that of 
our own in the Xonhern States ; but the continued 
level bad a singular appearance to my eye. '!'he 
trees were live oak, red oak, peccau, wile! peach, 
holly, coUon wood, &c. So far as I recollect, we 

passed but a single habitation on the way ; but we 
saw many squirrels, hogs, and deer, in dilTcrent 
places in the forest, and several timCD triul our skill 
in shooting at them : for we bad token our guns 
with us. 

I never shall forget my feelings at the sight of an 
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object I saw near tbe banks of the Brazos. Through 

the misty morning air, n singular sight was presented 

to my view, among the trees of tbe forest. There 

stood before me n mass of vegetation, the greater 

part of which appeared dead, and dry, and pendant 
in streamers from numerous points, ready to be 
waved by the wind whenever it should blow. The 

form was ill defined, but the solid parts by which 

this loose outer drnpery musl have been supported, 
was concealed, though here and there large and 

knarled branches and tufts of deep verdure were 

dimly perceptible, through an almost unbroken veil 

of white nod matted moss. After admiring and 

wondering for a time, and approaching a little near

er, I percei\·ed that this singular appearance was 
caused by a full grown tree of considerable age, with 

trunk and boughs which seemed as .firm as iron, and 
laden with luxuriant foliage of n peculiar depth and 

darkness, overspread with lichens, hanging in bunch

es from the extremity of every branch, and twig, and 

conccnliog nlmost entirely the form, frame-work, and 

dnrk verdure beneath. When the light fell upon it 

strongly, the whiteness of the moss, contrasted with 

the dark hue of the leaves, made it seem almost 

ns pure as a hill of sOO\V1 nod offered n striking 

resemblance to the hoary bead of a. venemble old 

patriarch. The same kind of feeling, of mingled 

awe nod love, were excited by the view: and I could 

hardly have persuaded myself, witbontlhc experience, 

3' 
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that any object in the vegetable world could have 

produced au efJect on my mind so much like that 

excited, under ordinary circumstances, by the pre
sence of a dignified human being. I was gratified 

when I learned that this noble tree was a li\·c onk, 

nod that this product of the forest, so proverbial for 
the strength and durability of its timber, and so 

useful in the construction of ships, is gencrnlly 

distinguishable from a distance by being more fully 

arrayed than other trees in this singular drapery. I 

saw others as we proceeded, and found them all well 
shaped for strength, that is with rather angular or 

crooked bran~bes, and witb few marks of decay, or 

extreme age .. The bark is generally smooth, and 
the whole aspect of the live oak i:; that of a tree 

designed of a firm nod endudng manhood. 

1Ye were now in the midst of the district in which 

the live oak is found. It extends along thc coast 
between Gal>eston oml Iutagorda Bays, and, it is 

said, about se>enty miles into the interior. I saw 

none here of very great size : but near llolh·ar nrc 

two, one of sixteen, the other nineteen feet girth ; 

and it is common, in some parts, to meet with largo 

trees of this specie=, especially where they grow 
alone, or less crowded by others. 

'l'he fine estate which we were to v~it, prCi.cnted 

a beautiful appearance as we approached it. Before 

us spread an almo:;t boundle:::s plain, or natural 

meadow, a large part of which, owned by Mr. i\lc-
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Neil, is appropriated to grazing, and lefL unenclosed1 

with the exception of n. single lracl, as a vast pasture 
ground for his cattle. The enclosure, though it 
seemed to bear a small proportion to the whole estate, 
embraces not less than two hundred acres, and is 
secured from tbe encroachment of the cattle by a 
substantial fence of twelve rnih!. 

It contains the garden, with a noble cotton .field, 
which, the year before, bud yielJed a crop that sold 
for five thotG>and uoUars. E\•en after it had been 
removed, one of our companion~:, who was from 
Alabama, declarcJ there wa.s still as good a crop then 
on the ground as they commonly gnthered iu his 
own state. 

·we directed om cour~>c towards his dwelling, 
which i8 o. good log house, just on the verge of a 
line grove, partly shaded IJy CUina trees, newly 
planted before it for ornament, and O\'cdooking his 
whole domain. 

·w c were recci\·ed with great ho;;pitality IJy Mr. 
McNeil and his fumily, in which we found every 
rlisposition to wckome us. Tltey set before us the 
best products of the soil, which is intleed u Jnnd 
flowing witu milk nutl honey, in o. more unquo.lified 
sense of the exprcs. ... ion than nuy I bad e\'cr seen. 
Our exercise had sharpened om appetites i and we 
were soon cheered with the ~ighl of au exccUont and 
plentiful meal: for our hosts, witltouL mu.kiog n 
single allusion to the subject, had immediat.ely given 
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directions, on our first nnival, that our wants should 
be provided for, and we soon sal down to n well 
timed repast. It consisted chiefly of \'enison and n 
fine turkey, and was accompanied with excellem 
coffee. The daughter of our host was a ,-cry intelli
gent and well educated young Indy, and bad recently 
returned from the Northern States, where she had 
just completed her education. 

After eating, we took a view of tho charming t1ccne 
around us. The house in which we were, con~tructed 
of logs, and on the plan common lO the country 
dwellings of farmers in Texns, is well sheltered from 
tho sun and the winds by the wood, in the verge ~>f 
which it is siLUated; nod when the benutiful China 
trees around it shall have attained a greater size, the 
spot will be rendered still more agreeable. The 
mansion fronts upon the estate: a fine, open Pmirie 
over which lhe eye ranges with pl~ure, no wild or 
barren ~pot occurring to interrupt the univcr,..alo"!ICCt 
of fertility and beauty, nod no swelling of the surfnce 
being perceptible, which might in any degree interfere 
with the clearest view of every part. The only 
interruption is caused by clusters of trees ,f dillercnt 
forms and sizes, scattered ut distant intervals here 
and there. These clumps and groves, apparently 
possessing all the neatne."s and beauty which coultl 
have been given them if planted by the band of man, 
and tended by his greatest care, added the cbnrm of 
variety lo the eye, while they promised thick nod 
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convenient sheller from sun nnd storm lo man or 

beast. Without such variety and such a refuge, tbe 
aspect of the Prairie, with all its verdure, would have 

been monotonous to the sight, aud dishcanening to 

the traveller. It would be almost impossible for a 
person who has ne,•er seen them, to imagine the 
appearances of these groves. Although they are 
wholly the work of nature, they often present all the 

beauty of art: for the trees are of nearly equal size, 
and grow near together, without underwood, and 
preseot outlines perfectly well definec.l, and often 
surprisingly regular. Some appear to form exact 
circles or ovals, while others are nearly square or 
oblong. It is no uncommon thing to see a cominued 
line, running perfectly strait, for a mile or more in 
length, with scarcely a ::;iogle tree projecting beyond 

it: so that I found it difficult to eli vest myseLf of the 
impression, that much of the laud had been lately 
cleared, and that these were but the remains of the 
forest. 

These gro,•es are called island!', from the striking 
resemblance Lhey pre£ent to ::;mall tracts of land 
surrounded bv water. Nothiug cnn be more natural, 
than the cornparison. Tl..te Prairie assumes the 
uaifonn appearance of a lake, both in surface and 

color; and in the remot.er pa1ts the hue mell.s into 
that of distant water; and it requires no very great 
elforl of lhe imagiuation, especially in certain states 
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of the weather and changes of the light, to fancy 

that sucl.1 is the uature of the scene. 
The landscape was bounded on the right by a long 

and distant line of woodland, which concealed and 

yet betrayed the course of the river San Bernard, 

and about three miles oO~ and on the left by n ~imilar 
limit, which formed the " bottoms'' of the Brazos. 
Between these the Prairie extended its broad, unbro
ken Je,·e\ before us about ten miles, bcyoml which 
we saw the Gulf of Mexico, reaching ofT to the 

horizon. 
I stood long contemplating this ch:.uming picture, 

which, ns I before remarked, i::l entirely overlooked 

from the door of our hospitable friend j nod what 

greatly added lO its intere.-;t1 was o. nu;t number of 

cattle feeding in all parts of his wide domain. Bow 
different a sight was here pr~-;entcd, from any of the 

rural scenes with which my eyes h.nd eH:r before 
been familiar! How different was all the sy!'tem of 

the farmer from that prevailing in tho~e region of 

my own country which l had lately \ bitcd ! 1 wn 
one moment struck with surprise at the vnst extent 

of land under the care of a single proprietor, and the 

few human hands required to pcrfonn the nccc.•~nry 

labor; and the next I was filled with nllmiration at 

the various allvantagei~ afforded by n mild and 

benignant climate, a soil of extreme fertility, and a 

surface best appropriate to its use, when subjected to 
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n. system of culture to which it was best adapted. 

The colton field and garden, with their two hundrel.l 

acres, lay on the one hand, effectually secured 
against all encroachment with the most substantial 

fence I hnd ever seen, which stretched off o. mile on 

one line; and around and beyond iL lny the almost 

boundless Prnirie, vnriegntcd with ils numerous 

islands, spotted with a scattered herd of six: hundred 

cattle, all belonging to our host. The breed is larger 

than those common in the north, with longer and 

straiter limbs, brooder horns nnd flO'loother coats. 
They nll appeared well fed, active and vigorous, and 

spend their lives through winter and summer, in the 

open air. The only attention bestowed upon them, 
is merely to mark them when young in such a 
manner that if they strny they may be distil1guished 
from the cattle of any other proprietor. Of course 

no housing is necessary in such o. climate, and no 

provi:>ion of food for them is to be mode, in a country 

where there is perpetual green. They feed during 

the winter in the bottoms, and o.s yet do not require 

salt, for some reason unaccount.nb:e to me. One 
might expect that cattle left thus to herd together in 

such immense droves, without the care or control 

of man during their lh·es, would contract habits of 

timidity or of fiercenc.cs; but I wo.s assured thnt 

they are in one respect more manageable than the 

tame catllc I have seen : for a horseman can 
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always readily separate such as ho chooses from n 
herd, by riding after them one at a time, though 
this is n task of great difficulty with our northern 
cattle, even where they have roads and fences to 
re:>tmin them. 



CllAP'rER V. 

An Indilln bunter a hooting a deer on the Prajric.-Vilit to lltr. 
Wt-!ltllll'a t~tatc,-1105plllllity naturally raulllng from eucb a 
modo of lir ... -A w~li.-Singulnr rxdtctn~"nt •mong a largo herd 
ofcaule.-A wolf.-A bto trcc.-lkturo to Brazoria. 

W ll!LE we were looking al the fine sccoo before 
us, and hearing of the habits of the wild deer, 
which often come to feed among the oxen, Mr. Mc
'1\cil di:;co\·crcd one aL the distance of n mile, and 
directed that his huntsman ~hoult.l be sent to Rboot 
it, suppoging thnt we might wi.h to Fee the execution 
of n task which nt least one of our party had lately 
began to rcgnrd as not n \'Cry simple one. The 
hunter made his appearance, and prepared to perform 
hi~ duty. He wa'l a ehort, copper-colored, stmil· 
haired man, in a tight buiT doer skin dre:i!>1 mounted 
on a fiery little horse, antl armed ,,·ith a rille, being 
the first Indian I had seen since entering 'l'exas. 
"'\\ were informed that he is kept by :Mr. Mc~eil 
for ~he sole purpose of ~;upplying the family with 
game; and this he furnbbes in such quantities, that 
a large share of all the food eaten is of his procuring. 
'l'o him we bad already been indebted for the fine 
dish of venison on which we hrul dined. At the 

4 
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command of his master he set off at n quick rotc, 
towards the spot where the deer was grazing in 
apparent security, among a number of cattle, but by 
such a direction as to gel to lhe windward. As he 
proceeded rapidly along the Prairie his size seemed 
to diminish, but we kept him in view, occa~ionnlly 

casting an eye at the object of his mission, which 
appeared like a very small animal from the distance 
at which we stood : probably about three miles. As 
the hunter came nearer, and when there was some 
risk of his being observed by the deer, he di~mounted, 
placed himself on the side of his horse, opposite that 
which was towards Lhe object of his pursuit, mnde 
him proceecl in the same direction, keeping cnutiou~ly 
on Lhe watch. Thus he grndually stole on, until 
he was witbin fair shot of his mork : then pointing 
his piece, the smoke rose, and the deer feU, and in 
a moment more be hnd it thrown across hki horse, 
and was returning rapidly towards us with his 
prize. 

There was abundance of snipe near the bou c, 
but I was ridiculed for thinking of such insignificant 
game. 

Having thus, in a short time, seen much to gratify 
me on this beautiful estate, I set off in the nflernbon 
with one of my companions, to visit the family of 
Mr. Westall, a neighboring planter, to whom he hod 
a letter of introduction. His house, which stands o.t 
the distance of a mile, was in sight from Mr. Me-
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Neil's; and on reaching il il proved lo be situated in a 

similar manner, handsomely shaded by the outer trees 
of no island, and yet commanding an uninterrupted 

view out upon an extensive tract of Prairie, with 
a herd of six or seven hundred fine cntt.le. Io one 

respect the house had the advantage over any other 
country re.<~ideoce I recollect to have seen in Texas: 
it was surrounded with n handsome ynrd, nenlly 

fenced in ; and planted with rowe of the Obion tree. 
\Ve were received with hospitality, and spent our 

time in plcnsam con\'er~tion with Mr. \Vest.all nod 

his family, who were intercated in almost every thing 

we could speak of relating to the United States. 

Such curio::~ity as we usually found during our 

travels, i:3 the \'cry natural rcsull of meeting intel· 
ligcm mind::~ secluded from intercourse with the 

world. Our companion who remained ut Mr. Mc

Neil's afterwnrds informed me, that be set up a 
great prut of the uight conversing with his host. 
Every well beha\'ed stranger, on account of the 
new::~ be brings, is a welcome vi!utor 10 such lnmllte.q 

as these; and this fact, io connexion with the 

genero.l prosperity of the people, and the kind 
dispo:;ilions of n lnrge portion of them, renders their 

hospitality very sincere. 'l'o be received at the 

bouse of strangers with cheerfulness and pleasure, 
nod welcomed with e\'ery favor in their power, is • 

doubly agreeable when you feel that your society is 
regarded as a rich reward for all you receive; and 
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this we often found to be the case when we engaged 
in cheerful conversation, and readily imparted wbo.t 
information we possessed on subjects intere:;Ling to 
those about us. 

Mr. Westall, in connox:ion with two or three other 
persons, a few years since, purcha ed a large trnct 
of land here for three dollars an acre. Mr. )Ici\eil 
obtained a square league through )!r. .Austin, n.s an 
"empresario." 

We found the water on this est.ate remarkably 
good, which we regarded ns a gtent luxury, ns we 
had before found only such M wn::~ imlilfcreut or 
unpalatable. Mr. W'cstall informed U:!1 that it 
came from a well in which he bad succeeded in 
obtaining a fine spring, after . everal unavailing 
attempts in different places near hi:; bouse. lie took 
w to the "pot, which was in the midst of a grn
plat. He had remarked that the verdure was deeper 
in that place than elsewhere, and su~pecting that 
this might be owing to o. supply of' moi.ture froru 
below-, :suok a 'veil, nntl obtained wbnt he sought. 
Stones are not to be found in all this region, nud we 
learnt that the sides of the well were planked, lli a 

substitute for stoning. Thil'l is the common re.'-ort 
through the country, wherever wells are u~et.~, which 
is very rare. 

We found much lo admire in l\Ir. "\\i e:;tnl!'s!"}'e;tctn 
of farming. Every thing seemed well planned, and 
well executed. Order and nentn(!:;::!1 ns well as 

c -
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intelligent arrangements, success and prosperity, 

appeared on all sides. 
The cattle, scattered over the spacious plain before 

us, were feeding, or lying down or straying about as 
they pleased ; and, though tho scene was less exten
sive which we overlooked from this bouse than from 
that we bad left, as it did not reach to the Gulf, it 
was scarcely inferior in beauty in other respecl3. It 
would be diffic11lt to imagine a landscape more 
expressive of tranquillity and repose. Tho most 
distant cattle were apparently reduced to so small a 

size, that one could not have distinguished them 
from much smaller animals had they been alone. 

Now it was easy t.o realize that the numerous 
spots on the Prairie, one two and three miles di!'t.ant, 
were large, sleek and vigorous cattle like those ncar 
us, and belonged to the same great herd to which 
that vast pasture ground was appropriated. 

But a sudden accident changed the whole aspect 
of this tranquil scene. A bellowing was bean! on 
tbe verge of a wood, wllich caused the cattle to rai::c 
their beads and listen, and soon began to attract 

them towards the spot. Those at a distance soon 
left. feeding and proceeded thither also-not at a slow 
and leisurely gail-but with a rapid motion, a wild 
and angry look, and occasionally wilh a loud bel
lowing in return. To me the scene was entirely 
new, and I was quite at a loss to account for it. All 

hurried wilh one consent towards one point, evidently 
4." 
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influenced by similar and violent feelings, nor did 
they give over their race nor slacken their speed 
until they reached the place. Some of them we 
could see starting from a distance of two, and I 
presume even three miles, and steering in a direct 
line across the Prairie. Others were arriving every 
moment from different quarters, until the number 
assembled was so great, that it was much easier than 

before to realize the size of this noble herJ. Tho 
cause of this muster was explained, when we were 

informed that a wolf had seized a calf on the borders 
of the wood, whose cries bad called all the catlle to 
its succor. This is an affair of frequent occurrence, 
as I was assured. The herd are always ready to 

repel such an assailant; and I am sure would have 
been sufficient to overwhelm a far more powerful 
enemy, excited as they were, and ready to rush in a 
mass, as they seemed to be, on any op(l9nenl. 

The people represent it as dangerous to venture 
among caUle while thus enraged ; and we did not 
approach the spot until the following day, when, 

however, we were unable to discover any traces of 
the wolf or his prey, and therefore presumed that 
the former bad fled and the latter had escaped 
without fatal injury. 

In the morning, which was not less clear and 
pleasant than the preceding, we set ofT on our return, 
after an excellent nights' rest, calling at Mr. Mc:'(eil's 

on our way, to take our companion with us. We 
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l~unged through the woods nL our leisure, shooting 
squirrels, and occasionally straying from the path as 

far as we dare, in pursuit of game, but never ven

turing to Jose sight of each other, for fear of getting 
bewildered in the level forest. We remarked that 
the road often de,•iated considerably from a slra.il 

line: indeed it is so crooked Lhnt the shortest distance 
between its two extremities is only six miles, while 
the actual route measurea ten. The bends were 

made in opeuiog the road, Lo avoid cane brakes, aud 

those parts of the forest where the timber was too 

thick Lo be easily cut through. 
Near the house of 'Mr. McNeiL we saw in the 

woods a u Bee tree." Wild honey is very abundant 

in this country, and is obtained at the expense of 
only n litlle care and labor, from the hollow trees in 
which it is deposited. About twenty feet from the 

ground wns a bole, in and out of which the bees 
were cootinunUy flying; and there was every proba
bility that a large !>LOre was laid np within, but we 

passed on, nod left the industrious insects in posses
sion of their treasure. 



CHAPTER VI. 

A.t Bruoria met persona from SIW Fclipe.-1\tore unwelcome intel· 
ligeocecooceming laods.-Preparatiooa for a journey to Ao&huae. 

-Purcbue a whi~ mustang.-Uee of the lazo.-Commroeemcnt 
of the journey.-The mustang's tint trick. 

ON my return to Brazoria I found two gentlemen 
had arrived from San Felipe during our ab~cnce, 
and, with a wish to obtain all possible information 
concerning the nature of the land I had purchn.cd, 
and particularly the title which I held, I sought 
them out. I was gratified to find that one of them 
was a gentleman to whom I had a letter of intro
duction, and from whom I had expecr.cd to derive 
the information I desired on arrh,ing at San Felipe, 
whither I had designed to proceed, as 1 knew he 

had been there to make inquiries for himself, being 
interested like me in a pu1cbase of the Galve6ton 
Bay and Texas Land Company. I soon nsccrtnincd 
from him that my worst fears were too well founded, 

and that my hopes were all fallacious. He hnd 
already renounced his own expectations, and lament
ed his disappointments. 

I had now some painful and mortifying reflections 
to make after the receipt of the information I hnd 
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obtained in relation to tho principal object of my 
voyage. l found that my confidence in the nnlllcs 
of n few respectable indt\ idun1s appended to 1 Ito 
advertisements of n company, had bctrayed me into 
much disappointment, as well ns some pecuniary 
loss. Although I could nul tloubt that 111en of 
honesty, on learning the state of the Cl\l>e, would be 
forwnrtl to repay me the money which I now saw I 
bad paid them for nothing, 1 coultl not look for an 
adequate remunemtion for my traveLling expen,:es, 
my time, or the interruption of my lm~ineS!'I. 

On no examination of the •ul~l'cl1 with the facts 
now before me, I fl.luntl );uch \\'M the aituation of 
thin~, that I tlerivctl no ndvnmnge whntovcr from 
the payroem of money I hat! mad!!, having not a 
foot of 1nnd1 nor any claim to oflcr superior to tbo.t 
of any other mnn who might come into 'l'cxn..q from 
a foreign country. I might cn~ily oiJtaiu a quarter 
of n league of unappropriated land, on condition of 
prof~ing the Roman Catholic relig-ion, ~coming n. 

citizen of th~ Urpublic of )texico, and re:;iding on 
the soil for six year:!, rccei\'ing the title from the 
government; but not otherwise; nod this was n 
standing ollcr to any per:'on \\ ho might choose to 
accept of it. In c:&oe of marriage, either befl.lre or 
after the contract, the nutount was lo be quadrupled. 
The govemmcnt had DC\'er conferred on nny indi
vidunl or compnny the title to nuy extenllive trnct of 
land, or authority to ~tipulnle for aoy thing bt'yond, 
or contrary to these conditions. 
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Maps of Texas published in the Unitet.l States 
indeed represent the territory as almost CO\'ered with 
what are generally denominated Grants or Colonies: 
but they are neither one nor the other in the common 
meaning of the terms. I had been extremely misled 
on this important subject. 

The Mexican Congre..;;s in 182-1, passed a genernl 
law to encourage emigration, which they recommend
ed as the basis of laws to be passed by the seo;ernJ 
states. The object of t.he plan was, to admit Roman 
Catholics of good character willing to become citizens 
of the country, but to exclude othen>. uch laws 
were passed by the States, and, among others, by 
that of Coahuila and Texas. Under this ~:~ystem 

the agency of contractors was engaged, who nrc 
called empresarios, or undertakers. To them were 
assigned the tracts improperly called grants or colonies, 
into which they were to introduce certain numbers 
of settlers on specified terms. ThCl e were gcnernlly 
as foUows : that if the assigned number were 
introduced, of the character and dc..~cription required 
by law, within a specified term of a few years, and 
became permanent settlers, without expense to rho 
government, the empresarios should recei.,.c five 
square leagues of land for every hundred families 
introduced. The settlers, after proving their 11 reli
gious'' character, as it is called, (that i~ furnbbing 
evidence that they are Roman Catholics,) and after 
signing their contracts, &c, according to law, and 
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paying cert.nin charges, were to receive from the 
government a clear title : a single man to a. quarter 
of a square league, and a married man to a whole 
square league. 

'l'hus the settler bad not to purchase a Litle of the 
agent or empre.sario, nor was the Iauer authorized 
or enabled to confer upon the settler, either for money 
or for nothing, any advantage or benefit whatever, 
beyond those oflered by the government, LI.B just 
slatell, lo any applicants who would comply with 
the fixed condition:~. It might be more corwenient 
for ;;trangers to outnin information through ngents 
or empresarios; but they were not expected to obtain 
them unller more or lCS3 favorable terms than if 
they made direct application to the !'late government 
through the proper authority. Seulers were not in 
fact., prevented from applying to which they might 
choo;e : for even in the tmcts marked ofT on the 
maps to different individual~, the government P.xerci~o 
the right of :;ettling ns m3ny LI.B they please, and in 
terms claim the !:iUrplus after the stipulated number 
of seulers shall have been located, and the emprc..;arios 
remunerated with their trnctt~. In some of tllem 
are nloo con1prehended tracts conferred upon officers 
of the army, generally ele\"en miles square, nnd with 
titles vc..;ted, though they are . till for the mo::;t part 
unoccupied. 

Now, through ignorance of these circumslllnces I 
had been led into o. fooli:,h bargain, from which a 
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plain statement like that I have here made would 
ba\'e saved me, if it had been made in sea~n. I lad 
the fttcl.:l been di:;tinclly publi:<hetl in the l nited ~tal~, 
they would also have prercntcd man~ occurrences, 
much more to be regretted tlmn the mere IO!!s of time 
nod money w hicl.1 I bad rullered. 'I' his statement 
I bnve now here brought ht:fore the public: a;o that 
if any one he1cnfter mnkc;~ n wild goo:c chase of 
the kind, he mn) not, hhc me, be able to plead emil-e 
ignorance of tho case. 

lL i3 nntuml enough tuat a person in the United 
States, on seeing fertile land adverti-etl Jnr .~a/1•1 with 
many recommendation~ of the eitu:llion, climate, 
&c., to pre.~ume that money pnid to the atlverti~er 

will purch:ke some title to il. And when the names 
of re.•ponsible men are given as th~c concerned in 
the bu>oines!', that there i~ a rcn'30nnblc gunrnnlt.'"tl for 
g00£1 faith. But what would the ncti,·e mnnngcrs of 
the concerns of the Galve...ton 13.\y unci 'J'cxn Land 
Company ha,·e Mid; what would the rcsp\:ctnhle 
gentlemen of • ew-York, wh06e names were among 
illl officers have fdt, if they hat! been nmong thOiie 
persons \vho had gone to that distant territory under 
the inducement» thus held out, after investing thuir 
money in the scrip, and witnc.-<. ed their llisappoiot
meut1 

When I ascertained the faclS in the case, I could 
not ttliak of myself alone: I knew thnt numbers 
had already come out 1.o Texas under imprcs~ions 

-
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as erroneous as my own : ant!. supposed that many 

more were on the way. I believed too that the 
company were still selling scrip, and that probably 
hundreds of persons, families and all, had by this 
time embarked in the same incautious speculation. 
The more I reflected, the more strange it appeared, 
that men could be induced to proceed in so blindfold 
a manner: but I thought the truth must certainly 

soon become known, and put a. stop to such proceed

ings. 
However, my own course was very plain, as it 

appeared to me after the first feelings of disappoint
ment nod vexation had passed. I was in 'l'exas, 
and could not immediately get out of it. I must 
wait some time for no opportunity to return to the 
United States; the country, as far as I could judge, 
had hardly been overrated for fertility and beauty; 
and I might spend some weeks agreeably and with 
improvemenL in making observations. 

Among the settlements in the country, which are 
slill few and small, one of the most recent was 
Anahuac, on Galveston Bay. As yet it was a mere 
village, with a military post of no considerable 
importance: but there a few emigrants, (brought out 
by the Galveston Bay and Texas Land Company,) 
bad been landed, and more might soon be expected. 
It was perfectly plain that those strangers must find 
themselves in a very unpleasant situation. What 

they were to do I did not know i for on landing in 
5 
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the country they must hn\'e learnt with surpti e nod 
disappointment, tho same fncl.8 which hnd giveu me 
so much pain ; and, being generally poor, would 
have no means to return to the United Sr.ates. 
There was one course which they might pur~ue. 

They might take land from the r.ato Go\·ernment, 
through Mr. Austin, or the Mex-ican o.uthoriti : but 
they were not provided witb implemcnt.s, &lock, ·c., 
and how could they cullivate the soil, or in nny 
manner support themselves? 

My two new friends intended to proceed immedi
ately thither; and I concluded to accompany them, 
as there would be the mo.;t probable point fur the 
early reception of news from tho United Ultes: 

several vessels with emigraotb being undcn.tood to 

be on the passage. 
The first thing to be attended to, wns the purcha..c:e 

of a horse ; lllld this was easy to be etrccted. The 
small horses of the country, calle<l mustang.,, intro· 
duced by the Spaniards, an<l now nurncrou:~ in the 
more northern pmirie>~, run "ild 11\ <lrO\'CS o\·er these 
parts of Texas, and are eo.sily tnkcn noel rendered 
l.lerviceable by the inhabitants. \\ben caught, it 1 

would be a problem to a ruo.nger to confine them, 
where there is neither tree nor rock to be found : but 
the Mexicans put on a hn.lter, knot it o.t the end, dig 
a bole about ten inches <lcep, put in the knot, and 

press the eo.rth down upon it. Tlte pull being 
sideways is at a disa(haDlo.ge, and the horse is unable 
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to draw it ouL They are driven to market, purchased 

for three or four dollars, brandecl, hobblecl, turned 

out again, and entirely abandoned to themselves 

until they are needed. Whenever a vessel arrives, 

some of th'3 inhabitants send into the woods and 

cane brakes for such a number as they suppose may 

be wanted by the passengers; and this I found bad 

already been done, iu anticipation of the wants of 

those who came in the sloop Majesty. In the log 

stable belonging to :Mr. Austin, at whose bouse I 

lod.~ed, I saw a number of them, with all the wild 

look which might be expected from their habits of 

life. 1.'hey are small, generally about 13 hands 

high, well formed, rather for strength, and of different 

colors. I saw others in several other stables; and 

at length made choice of a white one; and having 

paid for him a doubloon and four dollars, (a handsome 

advance on his original cost,) sluffed a pair of saddle 

bags with a few articles of food as well as clothes, 

and was soon ready for my journey. 

As the brnnds on horses afford the only evidence 

of their identity, and the property of their owners, 

the rules observed in respect to them are very strict. 

These horses are very useful in the country, and 

may perhaps become at some future time a valuable 

article of export, ns they are innumerable, and cost 

only the trouble of catching. This is done \vith a 

strong noosed cord, made of twisted strips of raw 

hide, nnd called a lazo, wbjch is the Spanish wor4 
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for a band or bond. It has been often dcs.;ribed, as 
well as the manner of throwing it, as it is in common 
use for catching animals, nud sometimes for choking 
men, in different parts of America inhabited b) the 
descendants of the Spanish and Portuge::;e. A man ) 
on horseback, with a rope of this kind coiled in his 
left band, and one end of it fnstened to the hon-e, 
whirls the noosed cud in the nir O\'Cr his !tend ru; he 
approaches the animal he intends to seize : and, on 
finding an opportunity, throws it over its hc.'ld or 
horus, and checks his horse. The noo:.e is instantly 
drawn tight, and the poor creature i,; thrown ,·iolcntly 
down, without the power of moving, and gcncrnlly 
deprived of breath. They are sometimes hatlly 
injured, and even kiUed, by being dLll:ihed to Lite 
ground; but generally escnpe with a SC\'ere pmctical 
lesson on the nature of this rude imlrumcnt of 
civilization, which they nftcrwnrds hold in great 
respect all their lives, yielding immetliatelr wheoen:r 
they feel it again upon their ncck>1. 

The mustangs often carry to their gra\·e:. evidenco 
of the violent means adopted by the l\lexicanti in 
breaking them to the bridle. Many of them aro 
foundered, or otherwise diseased. A horse which 
has been lazoed is blindfolded, mountec.l by a rider 
armed with the heavy and barbarous :'purs of the 
country, after having their terrible lever bits put into 
his mouth, a moderate pull upon which might break 
his jaw; and if he run~ is pricked to his speed, liU 







'1'0 TEXAS. 61 

he falls dowu with exhaustion. He is lhen turned 
in the opposite direction, nod cruelly spurred again. 
lf ho is found able to run back lo the point from 
which he stArted, be is thought lo have bottom 
enough to make a valuable horse : otherwise he is 
turned off ns good for little or nothing. The process 
is a brutnl one ; and the agony innicted by tbe bits 
is extreme: as blood nows freely from the mouth 
which is often greatly swollen; and the animnl 
} iclds to mere force. 

In the morning we mounted our hon;es and 
proccetlcd to the river, ''here the ferry boat, a large 
scow, w~ lying ncar the shore. I dismounted, and 
taking the bridle in my hand, attempted lo lead my 
hor.-e in nftcr rne. M01<t fortunately I was looking 
at him, and was bolter prermred than I was sensible 
of being, to make one of those ~:~udden instinctive 
motion ... , which ... on~etimes prove essential to our 
snfoJty. lind I been turning the other way, or a liu.Je 
less ncti\·e, I ~;hould probably have lost my life, or nt 
lea~t have been ~criou.;ly injured : for instead of 
following me into the bont1 as an honest horse should, 
nod as I had expected him to do, be fixed his eyes 
upon me with n mnliciou!l expression, and sprung at 
me like lightning, clearing the ground entirely, and 
making a. leap of about eight feet. I jumped nside, 
nod barely in time to avoid his feeL, with which it 
seemed to me he dC:!igncd to bent me down. I do 
not know that I ever had experienced such feelings 

5. 
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as thls occurrence excited in me. It betrayed n 
degree of spite mingled with craft whicu I bad never 
seen in an animal of his species i and laid the tL'\:c 
at the root of all that confidence and attachment 
whlch a traveller loves to exercise towards his horse. 
I have been thus particular in mentioning this lillie 
occurrence, because the wit of the country appca1's 
to be largely invested in the horses i and this was 
the beginning of my white mustang. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Rouk from llri\!Orla to Anahuac.-Ballcy'a.-F..!capc of rny white 
mu.•taug.-Purault of tho ruoaway.-U~tll'a.-Hubbling.-Ding· 
luun'a.-Sla\o labor. 

Tm: firs~ three or four miles of our wny lay 
through wOO<l , iu the bottom IRnd, after which we 
entered tl Prairie, where we found the hou~'c of 1\1r. 
Bailey, £-iluuted "even milca from Bmzorin. It is a 
wooden hou•c i and, being painted red, prcRcntccl n 
very novel nppcmnncc for Texas. 'When we dh;
mountcu, I lied my hor~c to o. small tree with his 
hnlter, nml accompnniCtl my companions into the 
house. The proprietor npproncbcd to welcome us 
with the u-unl euluto.tiou, which often afterwards 
sounded so ho:<pitable in my cars ut the close of a 
fntiguing ride: ""-nllt in, stranger." BPt he was 
~o lame thnt he could honlly walk, and so hoarse 
that it was with difliculty he could make himself 
understood. These, he told us, were eOect.s of an 
accident with n. vicioug hor:;c. lie hnd purchnscd n 
mu~lang a few days before for twenty dollars, which 
threw him violently over his head, and was ncar 
breaking his bonc,q. The con~ussion wos so se,•crc, 
that he WllS not likely to recover from it in n long 
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time; and he still felt so much irritntet.l, that he told 

us in an animated manner how he had immediately 

butchered the offending animal, by cutting his throot, 

being determined that he should never ex~e an
other rider to such danger. He pronounced those 

poor little animals to be the most perverse, treacherous 

and tricki.sh creatures in the world, nod dC:>titute of 

all the generous traits of character which are found 

in the common horse. Much of this I wns di!-lpo;:ed 

to attribute lo his resentment again!':t the beast he 

had put to death: for how, thought I, can the mui>

tang of Texas be so different from his brethren of 
other countries 1 

From ltlr. Bailey's house we enjoyed another 

charmin~ Prairie scene. He bod fifty or sixty acres 
under cultivation; and there was a similar e..xten;;ive 
and fertile plain, varied with many verdant "i~land.,n 

endlessly diversified in form, size aud relative ~i
tion, on which not a trace was to be seen of the 

fire which bad passed over it in the winter, and 

which must have blackened the surface nod deform

ed the landscape until spring had brought up the 

fresh grass to clothe it in a new robe of green. The 

cattle, which were feeding on the plain, had sought 

shelter in the beautiful and isolated groves ; for the 

heat of the suo was already powerful at mid-day; 
the thermometer ranging that day as follows, as I 
afterwards learnt at Anahuac: morning, 64° noon, 
66° night, 60°. 
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It will! our intention to proceed to Bingham's tbnt 
day: for one of In} companions, who bad travelled 
the road a short time before, hart calculated that his 
house would alford us a very comfortable lodging 
nner a gOO<l day's ride. " e ro;;e therefore to proceed 
on our JOUTDO}. But I hnd a chapter or two more 
to read on the charucter of mu-.langs before I was 

d~tined to lca\'e the place. I had ne\er been 
informed of one particular propeu.;ity which they 
have, that il'1 to drnw bnck nod pull 'iolcutly when 
approached in front, and therefore walked up to my 
white ho~e mthcr hn,.tily to untie and mount him. 
lie sprang back and pulled for n mo•ncnt so hard 
upon the sapling to which I hod fa.stencd hlm, that 
it came up by tbe roots j and after a few leaps and 
kicb, which freed him from my saddle bags, nod 
broke the bric.lle, be mac.le otr towards the middle of 
the Prairie at full Ppccd, with his head and ltlil both 
raised, and in n slate of exulltllion which formed 
quite a contrnstto my own feeling~. 

My companions threw otr their voli!les, mounted 
immed•ntely, nod ga\'e chase to tbe pe:;tilent runa
way, which, after a :-hort gallop, hnd halted, and 

with the most provoking cooln~;.~ · began to cat grass 
from the Prairie. ./J.:;J they uppronchcd him, however, 
he flew otr again lUI fasL ns hi~ legs would carry him ; 
and thus he led Lhem to a great di tonce, on a chase 
apparently hopeless. I watched them till I was 
tired, coursing over the Prairie here and there, now 
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on this side, now on that, at such a distance that 

they looked no bigger than cats, nnd anon further 
diminished to mere mice. llly white mustang led 

them up and down, round nnc.l cro~swi. e, as if he 

delighted in worrying them, occasionnlly stopping, 

as coolly as before, to crop the grass, nnd then otr in 
n new direction, like a wild creature as he was. 

This chase lasted without intermission for four 
hours, at the end of which they succeeded in 

driving the little white nnirnal towards tho houae. 

lllr. Bailey, seeing him approoc!Jing, d~patched a 

m~"Senger to a neighboring farm for a .. i taoce; and 

a man soon came hurrying down on l1or~bnck, 
prO\' ided with a lnzo: a rope with a noo>:e at the 

end as before described. Ile joined in the pun:;uit 
with the spirit and skill of one practised in uch nn 

employment, and soon got ,~;thin about eight or ten 

feet of my horse, when, with a dextcrou!' fling, he 
suddenly threw Ule noose over his hcnd. Hn,·ing 

the beast now completely in his power, hf' '' ns pre
pared to choke him into submi!t!ion ; and the noo~e 
was on the point of closing its grn.<>p round his neck. 

But here the intelligence and experience of the 

mustang stepped in with customary promptitude: 

for as soon as he felt the rope round his neck, he 
stopped stone stiU, and yielded as submi i\·ely as a 

lamb. Like an nccomplitihed rogue nt ln.t fairly in 

the gripe of justice, he seemed in haste to submit, 
plead guilty and repent, in order to secure as much 
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leniency u.s possible; and in a few moments I was 
again on the back of this little flying brule1 jogging 
on as quietly u.s if he bad never rebelled in his life. 
There was o. great deal of farce in nil this: but we 
bad been put to too much inconvenience by the 
perverse trick to enjoy the joke: for our loss of time, 
we foresaw, would put it oul of our power to perform 
all our intended day's journey. 

It was nearly dark when we reached Hall's: a 
babillltion of which 1 had heard, but at which we 
had not originally inteodeJ to stop, as it wns only 
thirteen miles from Bailey's. I bere found that 
horses io Texas are always Lurned out loose LO feed, 
even if a traveller stops but for the night, which 
would have ensured noolher cbase1 with perhaps 
even more onfavomble results than that I had wit
nessed, but for ao expedient which wns recommended 
to us. This wns to 11 hobble them" after the fashion 
of the country : which consists in tying together 
their fore legs with n short cord1 and not one fore 
and one bind leg together1 as we do at the north. 
This operation instantly changes the ruoverneots of 
a horse, as he is obliged to make every step a fair 
leap; a.od il excited the grent.est merriment in me1 

when I saw the horses of my companions practising 
a gait so different from common1 under a mode of 
constraint which I had never witnessed before. Fully 
satisfied that such confinement would be sufficient 

' 
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even for my white mustang, I began to lie hLq legs 
together, which to my surprise he tiubmitted to with 
the utmo;:t cheerfulne:;s, without rnising hi~ head, 
for be had already begnn to ~raze on tho fine grns>~. 
Although so recently nccu,.torned to run nl large in 
the Brn.zos forests, he hnd eYidently \x'en familiar 
with the hobble: for a.q if he perfectly concurred in 
my opinion ns to the propriety of hi!! being bound, 
whenever he wanted to ltlO\'e he cnrt!fully rnL ed 
both fore feet together, so ns not to interfere with my 
task, o..ntl made a gentle spring to a knot of fr~h 
feed. Surely, thought I, I hn,·e got n :steed mgn
cious enough to figure in one of A•}:op's Fable!!. 

In the morning we enjoyed the Fight of a largo 
enclosure around the hou!'e, filled with young orange 
and fig trees, as well ng many other kinw of fruit, 
which, in the early and sloping light, offered n rkh 
and varied sight. 

We were on the road early, nod went on to i'\Tr. 
Bingham's to breakfa!'ll. Tbi" hou c wa" ornament
ed with young C'hinn tree.", and the host I hnd ~cen 
in the country, thou~h built of logp, on the common 
plan, and only of one story, M the logs were fitted 
with great care, planed ofT, and partly lined with 
smooth boards; the owner having a !'aW mill 
near, then the only one in this part of the country. · 
The want of more was se\•erely felt in every pnrt of 
Texas, nod offered the greatest cncourngcmcnl for 
the erection of mills. 
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Here, as at the other houacs which 1 had thus 
far seen, we were received with every mark of plain 
hospitnlity. The negroes, (here, as on most other 
estates, real slaves, though uominally "bound" for 
ever,) were cnlled to tnlce care of our horses, though 
I preferred to perform that task for myself, as I 
trusted I should be able to au.ach my own to me by 
offices of kindness. The negroes waited on us at 
table, where, according to currtom, the lady of the 
bouse presided ; and we bad a variety of good food 
placed before us1 all the products of lbe soil except. 
the coffee, which was remo.rkably fine. 

I conversed with our hO:<t on his manner of culti
vation. lie tllinkil his slaves indispensable : but I 
nm convinced that white men would prove more 
profitable laborer111 even in raising cotton. The 
past winter was con~itlered the ho.rdest ever kno\vn 
throughout the south western country, and the season 
was backward, so that. the cotton was just coming 
out of the ground. 

Mr. Bingham bas about &ix hundred cattle. We 
pa~ed through the herd as they were feeding on the 
Prairie, and they looked wild, but we were informed 
that they were on the contrary quite tame and tract
able, considering their free habits. The proprietor 
is the most influential mnn in the vicinity for some 
miles, and lives in the best manner of a Texas 
farmer, with abundance around him, nnd n system 
of management successfully carried out on his 

6 

.. 
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estate. In lhe domestic bmnrb, every thing spoke 

industry and order. His wife, n Indy of much 

intelligence and good breeding, acknowledged that 
a change of residence to Texas hnd cosL her a great 
struggle, but declared that she has since become 
quite reconciled Lo her abode, and does not feel thnL 

·want of society which she apprehended. She has 
four or five children, nod several neighbors nround 
her, and can at any time, as she remarked, pny n 
visit Lo a friend by taking a short ride of teo or 

twenty miles. 
It was surprising to sec in how sborL a time a 

settler, with a moderate sum of money in hnod, 
could become independeral in such a country. Mr. 

Bingham bad been here only three or four yearv, 
and, in addition to the other ndvanlages I have 

mentioned, his house was supplied with the beiit 
furniture I any where mel with in Texas. 
This be had brought from the United States, to 
which he bad genernlly made a journey annunlly. 
One great advantage enjoyed here over some new 
countries, is found in the superior healthiness of the 
climate, of which I heard uniform testimony from 
all with whom I conversed, confirmed by the robust 
and cheerful aspect of the inhabitants. 

We learnt that Oyster Bayou lay near us; but, 
being in the forest, (or, as it is commonly expressed 
there, "in the timber,") we did not see it from tho 

house. Oyeters are taken from it, of good quality, 
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and in considerable quantity. I took a walk through 
the timber, to fish in the Bayou, but caught only a 
few from the shore, though they are abundant itt 

certain seasons. They bave one species which they 

cnU trout, but it is quite unlike our own. On the 

opposite bank of the Bayou was Mr. Bingham's 

field, or cultivated ground. It contains two hundred 

acres, nod is pretty wellsccurec1 against the encroach

ments of cattle by its situation, being nearly sur
rounded by water. I was informed, however, tbnt 
they sometimes swim across nod enter it The com 

WllS about six inches higb, very green and spread 

over a space of one hundred acres, uninterrupted by 

a fence or other obstruction. He had also some 

acres planted with colton. The soil of this tract 
was tbat of a cane broke, which be had cleared, and 

which passes for the best kind of land, especially 

when the wild peach tree is found growing upon it, 

wbeo it is called peach and cane land. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Route from Bruoria to ADahoac conUnued.-BIId travelling.-Fall 
from my horee.-A hred muatanp-.-narri•burgh.-A canoe ad
venture.-Lynch'e, on tbc San Jaclnto.-Romed frog•~\\'in. 
Crey'L-Barrow'e.-Anothcr mcc.-Raising oluiCL-General ad· 
vice 10 an clJlllrranl from the United St.o.te.. 

We took our departure for Hnrrisburgb, by n ro:1d 
which had been but little tro\'elled, and found the 
way much impeded by tbe late rains. Tbis proved 

to be more particularly the case during the lnller 

part of our ride. Rond, there was none: 'l"O tmv

elled by the compass. Ilnlf of our route lny over 
Level ground, and half over n rolling country. 

We came to a bayou, about fifty feet wide, which 

Lay before us, and one of my companions rode in, 
but found the mud so deep, nnd met so much diffi

culty in getting over, that he had to swim his horse. 
We therefore rode farther on in search of n more 

convenient spot. My other companion next mnde 
an experiment, and got over also, but in a plnce 

which proved worse than the former; and after 

passing still farther on, I was obliged also to try the 
experiment, but did not reach the opposite bank until 

I had heartily repented my not following the first 
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example. My hor~e, which bnd long been drooping, 
soon aner this began to lo~ his coumge as well as 
to slacken his pace, being wearied, 118 1 supposed, by 
the labor of travelling on o. very bad road, now per
ceptibly growing won;e. The mud wns so deep, 
that our animnls sunk in three or four inches al 
every step. We deviated from the road to seck 
better ground, and at length lost it entirely. Our 
pro;:pects thus became more and more gloomy the 
fnrther we proceeded. 

A tired horse in such circumstances wns peculiarly 
forbidtling even in the idea; but something won;e 
than mere apprehension soon succeeded. \Y e ob
served n cart at a distnnce, and proceeded to it to 

inquire our way of the owner, when at u moment 
when I was not prepared against accidents, my white 
mustang fell to the ground, and threw me over his 
bend into the mud. I feared he might seize the 
opportunity and give me the slip; but on oU5erving 
him, there seemed to be little danger of his ever 
running away again. ITe had the most perfect 
nppeamnce of being overdone, and I began to fear 
it would be im~sible to get him to Harrisburgb. It 
was tn.e the distance we had come was not q-reat, 
nor was the road, which was generally level, so 
extremely bad ns I had t'Ometimcs travelled : but to 
an animal of h~ size, and unaccustomed to labor as 
I supposed he hnd long been before he was caught 
for my use, perhaps a little faligue miglu have pro-

6• 
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,.ed unequal to his strength. I-lis pitiable plight 
filled me with compassion ns well as concern i and, 
relieving him of my saddle bo.~, which one of my 
companions kindly offered to take, I took the bridle, 
and began to lead him slowly oo, being con\'inccd 
that he was quite unable to carry me nny further. 
The remainder of the way to Hani;,burgh WM not 
a whit better, though we had a wide space to choose 
our route from i but I wnlked the '\bole di~tance, 
followed by my poor, worn out mu!ltang, and was 
rejoiced when I found him safe in the village, after 
a journey of thirty miles, ns I had many apprehen
sions on the way that he would never be nble lO 

reach it. 
'fhe surface around Harrbburgh i:; of that kind 

which is called a "rolling country :11 that i~, it lies 
in gradual swells of modcmto elevation, which 
present a constant variety of scenes, as the tm~cller 
changes his point of view at almost every step. The 
land was not very good, but the corn fields in some 
places looked very well. Tbe forests are composed 
of pine and oak trees, the latter of which may be 
compared with that of the northern states for quality, 
but the pine is inferior. .At this place wns the only 
steam saw mill at that time in the country. 'l'he 
engine works also a flour mill, where one fifth is 
taken for toll. It was found very profitable, although 
not worked with proper attention to economy: as the 
lumber is admitted into all the Mexican port8 without 
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lluty, while from the United tntcs it Wl19 nlmosl 
excluded. They dtd not heaL the boilers until afler 
breakfn.st, nod emptied them daily at sun set. The 
price of board~ Wl19 forty dollars a thousand. The 
mtll is on Buffalo B:~.you, about thirty miles from 
the Brn:.!:os ri\·er, nod is nccel:i~iule to vessels drawing 
five or six foot of water The timber, yellow pine 
and onk, is ilontoo to the mills. 

Three Te:>.<;els were there on the 1st of April, wait
ing for loads of lumber for Tampico and Matnmora.q. 
Mr. Harris told me he bad order11 for more thno he 
could supply. They might saw from three to five 
thousand a day will.t proper indut~try. 

Tho town bad i~ name from Mr. Barris, lhe 
owner of the 111ill. It contained only about twenty 
house:!, builtnlmost entirely of logs, with only two 
or three frame dwellin~, nod being laid out without 
much regard to regularity. 'fho house at which we 
lodged, Wl19 \'cry well kept. Though a log bouse, 
our room Wl19 well furnished. The situation of the 
villnge 1 judged lo be rnther unhealthy. We had 
intended to proceed on our journey on the following 
morning: but my horse appeared not to have gained 
any tiring by r01;t1 refused to eat, and in spite of all 
the coaxing and ntbbing down I could give him, 
seemed hkely to die. Such an interruption was very 
disagreeable; and I determined to procure another 
animal. On inquiry, however, I found that \\'119 

impo:.::.ible, 119 !.hero were no hor:;es for sale in the 
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place. Our party, therefore, spent half the day nt 
Harrisburgh. After dinner I took another look al 
my horse, and could perceive no signs of imprO\'e. 
ment in his condition, so that I had a prospect of a 
much longer detention. After n little con~ideration, 
however, I determined to delay no longer, but make 
an experiment in Lravelling; for the mustang might 
as well die on the road as at pasture. 

We took our departure accordingly ; and I bad 
much difficulty in getting my horse out of the town. 
In a short time, however, he ~011n to cheer up, and 
graduaiJy quickened his pace until his strength and 
spirits were quite restored, and he travelled remark
ably well. However strnnge it may t;Cem, there 
was every appearance thnt the whole afiilir had been 
a mere trick of the wily brute; and my opinion Wl\3 

confirmed by several inhabitants to whom I after
wards recounted the story. They told me that the 
sagacity and duplicity of the mU:>tang is well knuwn 
among them, and that he is capnble of almo~t any 
thing, which ingenuity or malice can invent. t'o 

ungrateful a return for all my kindne.":l and care, 
under such vexatious circumstances, and aggravated 
by such persevering impo,.turc, added to my J1revious 
dislike of the animal which had been guilty of it. 

We passed through a rolling country, principally 
open Prairie land, with numerous islands of wood 
seen in every direction, nod cr~sed by many brooks 
and bayous. 
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On reaching one of the strc:1ms, finding it larger 
than usual, and seeing a woman washing clothes 
on tbe opposite shore, with n canoe, we reque:stcd 
her to bring it over to us, which she did. We had 
been joined by a stronger, so that we were four. 
We then took our saddles acros with our h0\"Ses1 

one at a time, by holding the bridle, sitting in the 
boat, and making them swim. With the three 
first we had no difficulty : but while attempting to 
lead the remninin~:t one into the water, he unexpect
edly leaped into the canoe, small and narrow ns it 
was, and kept his balance so tlxactly ns not to overset 
it 'l'hc impul.:c which he guve it, howe\'er, made 
it shoot out into the middle of tho stream, flO that 
my two companions who were in it, were half way 

over be(orc they eouid "rt..'COver irom i~t;;;- :;~:ij>rise 
and con.,lernntion. The hor·e just then, by maldng 
a sudden turn of his head to look back at the land 
he had left, IO!'l his bnlance and fell into the water, 
though in tmch n manner ns not to turn the canoe 
over. He sunk, ~d under it, rose on the opposite 
side, nod swam to the shore, e:ocnping with only n 

slight scmtch on his le!{. So extraordinary no 
occurrence, liO ludicrous in it~lf, nod attended by no 
unforlunate result, naturally caus<>d the greatCEt 
merriment nmong us after all had safely reached the 
land. 

We stopped for the night nt Mr. Lynch's, on the 
w&~tern banks of the ri\'er San Jacinto, at the mouth 



rs .A VISIT 

of Buffalo Bayou. The land is very low nod marshy, 
and the sallow countenances of the children indicate 
the unhealthiness of the situnlion. Mr. Lynch had 
a store, containing quite an assortment of good!•, 
and was about erecting snit works on the oppo!!ite 
siue of the river, where iii good salt water. His house 
is an inn, and he keeps a ferry boat on the !:lrenm, 
for the convenience of trn\'cllers. 

l\lr. David S. Burnet, a new settler from •ew 
Jersey, was about to e<tnbli.-'lh n steam saw mill at 
this place. It is said to ben very favomhle ~iLion : 
there being large quantities of the fine:-t timber oo 
the banks of the stream, as I was informed. Pine, 
oak, and cedar logs may be cut, and floated down 
to the mill with great ease. 

Tha next clay we traversed n broad and beautiful 
prairie, where we could perceive no sign of n path, 
and where for miles there was not a tree to be ~;ecn 
unless at a great distance. Here are deer anti wild 
horses, and Lhe horns of stags often lie on tile ground. 

One of the prettiest little nnimrus I e\·er flaw, is 
the" horned frog;" which, notwithc::tanding il9 name, 
is far from being tlmphibious, as it is found on the 
prairies at a distance from water. Indeed it hcnr:l 
lillie or no resemblance to a frog, appearing more 
like a lizard, with rnther a long and graceful form, a 
tail, and legs of nearly equal length, so that it runs 
swiftly and never leaps. I had often occa. ion to 
notice them, both here and on other prairief>. They 
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run with such agility, that although they do not 
toke alarm until you have approached very near 
them, they darl off, and generally disappear imme
diately. One might often mistake them for quails, 
11•hile in motion. 'l'bey are of a yellowish color, 
motLied, and hn,•e horns nbout half nn inch long, 
projecting from tho front of the head. Severo.l were 
caught nnd kept for some time in n barrel at Ana
huac, and though it could not be perceived that they 
ate any of the 'nrious kinds of food which were 
offered tbem, lhey lived nod continued active for a 
considerable time. 

\Ve crOliSed n stream uy swimming, after n long 
ride ; and our next halt wns made nt the bouse of 
Mr. Winfrey. He propo;;oo to us to dine: but ns 
we had determined to go n mile and a half funher, 
to Barrow's, to dinner, we declined. One of the 
horses, howe\•er, which hnd not been properly secur
ed, got off, and led us a long chase over the Prairie. 
I performed a more active part on this, than on a 
former OCCMion, when my own was the runaway ; 
nod we at length succeeded in our exertions, and 
found the table ready when we returned to the 
house. We spent the night there also. Iu the 
morning 1 wns amused nt the sight of one of our 
horses, which bad been hobbled in the manner 
before de..<:eribed, but, on being found, had got his 
legs free, though be had not made the discovery. 
When his master began to drive him towards the 
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house, he began to leap, as a hobbfed animal mu .. t 
nece.ssnrily do, carefully ruising both his fore feet 
together, and never attempting to take a step in nny 
other manner. Seeing that be was perfectly free, 
we eJ;:pecteu him soon to find it out: bm be did not, 
nod procet:deJ with tb~ unnatural motion into tbe 
pen, near the house, n distance of half n mile. 
There he somehow or other came lo the knowledge 
of the liberty of his liml>s, and seemed very much 
astonished at the disco\ery; while we congro.lUlated 
ourselves on having thu:3 ensily effected h~ irnpri
sonmenL 

Mr. Barrow was engaged in a branch of bu inC!S 
which bas proved very profitable, and might be 
hereafter extensively pur>~ued with success; that iP, 
the rai:;ing of tuules. Perhaps it may be con!!idered 
one of the most lucrative, under proper manngoment, 
which could be devh;ed in •rexllE. Mules' are almost 
exclusively used in the tmn~portntion of 111crchaudi~-c 
in Mexico by land, and large and oumerou'! cara\'nlld 
are constantly moving in all parts of the republic. 
They thrive on coarse food, are hardy, nnd mnnngc
able in droves. 'l'his renders them valuo.bb, and a 
good price may always be obtained for them. Good 
mules sell for from fifty to a hundred dollars apiece. 
Barrow hnd about seventy colts every . ea.<10n ; and 
where grazing is so abundant, the e:x.pen. c of raking 
is very trilling. Very little use is made of o~en in 
Texas by the natives, in any kind of labor. They 
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are said sometimes to employ them in the field, 
making them c.lraw with the horns. 

An Amet ican farmer emigrating to Texns should 
take out, ns !'orne do, a wagon ready to be driven 
into the rountry, wherever be might intend to settle. 
A set of ~:~uch fanning implements as he would use 
at home mny be recommended, as I snw no reason 
to believe that any change woulc.l be ndvisnble. He 
would then be prepared to move directly to his land, 
(unl~"' indeecl he hnd bought scrip of the Gah•eston 
Dny a~tl Texas Land Company, who~ lnnd, as one 
of the Tru.,tees told me on my return to New-York 

' 11 is not deli\·erable in Texas, but in 'V nll-street.11
) 

The oxeu of the country are easily trained to the 
yoke, and, as may be sup~e<l, ma.y generally be 
purchased very low. Ilor::;cs are seldom harnessed : 
such being at pre!;ent the !!tale of travelling. If then 
the settler is provided with the most necessary furni
ture, and provisions enough to live on, until he bas 

time to get his subsistence from tbo soil and hunting, 
when he hn.s built a log house he may consider him

self n.s having mnde a fair beginning in life; and 
with henltb, iodu .. try, and economy, can bnrilly fail 
of success. 

7 



CHAPTER IX. 

Route [rom Bruoria to Anahuac continued.-A highway through 
the 'l!'llter.-Bcyne'a.-Vain attempt to overcome the ecropl~ or a 
musiang.-Emigranta deacrling.-Bottouu and timber.-St:arling 
n deer, and slo.rting ourulvea.-Burning a cane brnkc. 

BEFORE leaving Barrow's, we made particular in

quiries concerning the route we were to pursue to 
find our way to Anahuac. That place stand:~ oo 
the opposite side of a broad cove, forming the upper 
extremity of the great Bay of Galv~ton, a largo 
part of which was in full view from the house. And 
now we learnt that we were to pursue a somewhat 
singular plan, to avoid a. bayou which lay ncrO!!S our 

way in the most direct course. \Ve were fir~t to 

travel awhile over the Prairie, and then, taking to 

the water, wade our horses about a mile, at a 
considerable distance from the shore. Mr. Barrow 
assured us that the water was shallow, and tho 
boUom very smooth, and that we need but to keep 
the proper direction and avoid mud holes, to find 

this way the most eafe, agreeable, and expeditious. 
Indeed the difficulty of passing tbe bayou, with its 

deep channel and steep banks, was such as to put 
that task almost out of the question. 
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After proceeding, therefore, about as far as we had 

been directed t.o do, over tho Prairie, where there 
was no trace of a path, and where the bay was 
concealed from sight by a narrow border of shrubbery 

along the shore, we struck off to the right, and had 
to search for some time before we could find a. passage 

through the thick bushes. Having passed these, 
we found ollrseLves on the bay shore, with a broad 
expanse of water before us, and perceived upon the 
surface, at the distance of half a mile, the stake 
outside of which we were to pass. Cautiously, and 
not without some apprehensions, therefore, we made 
the best of our way t<>wards it, several times narrowly 

escaping places where the mud was soft enough to 
mire or cc stalP' our horses, as it is called, through 
water, most of the way up t.o their bellies. 

We were now avoiding the bayou, by riding in 
the direction of a salient angle into the lake : a 
pretty way, one would think, t.o keep out of the 
water. This was, however, the best route ; for the 

bayou, as it would seem, deepens its mouth, anu 
forms something like; a shoal or bar at a distance 
in advance, which the people have had the sagacity 
to find, and the boldness to follow, though concealed 
by the turbid waler. The mud holes were n.ll that. 
gave llB much solicitude; for the horses beiog nctive, 
and nll accustomed to the water, we knew t.hey 
would swim well : but if their feet became entangled 
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in the bottom, there would be danger of their 
plunging, and throwing us over their he."lds. 

After passing the stake, we directed our course to 
the left, and having reached the lo.nd, proceeded 
along the Pro.irie to Mr. Ileyne's house, the only 
habito.lion within many miles. The situo.t.ion of 
his land i3 peculiar, being so entirely bolatcd, that 
the cattle require no fences to keep them from stmyiog. 
The bouse stands near Old River, o.bout ho.lf o. mile 
above the junction with the Trinity, and there o. 

quarter of a mile wide, with an extensive ,·icw oYer 
a fine Pro.irie, which o.ffords a free mnge o.nd rich 
pasturage to three or four hundred bend of cattle. 
The proprietor Lad gone to Anahuac with hb! son, 
in his boat, a distance by water of about three or 
four miles. The land route is circuitou>t, and much 
farther. We were received by bit~ "ife and daughter, 
and introduced into their bouse. Not far off we 

observed the Dairy, which wn.s a very simple es
tablishment, consisting merely of wooden troughs, 
elevated a few feet from the ground, with no other 
covering from the weather and the sky but ~ few 
boards. 

It was about noon when we o.rrivet1 at this plAce ; 
and after a short stop we proccet1ed on our way. 
But on reaching Trinity river, a little below the 
mouth of Old River, we found tho water mtber low ; 

and the banks being abrupt, as is usual with the 
streams which run through the Prairies, our horses 
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refused to plunge. We got o. boat and tried to lead 
them in: but were foiled in every attempt. We 
now found ourselves at n stand, through the per
verseness of our animals. We presumed that a 
leap into deep water, from an elevation of only three 
or four feet, would be but a small inconvenience to 
a mustang under ordinary circumstances, especially 
to one which could leap seven or eight feet into a 
canoe or o. ferry bont: but all our exertions were 

entirely fruitless, anc.l we at length reluctantly re
turned to spend the night at the habitation we had 
left. 

On our return to Heyne's we found t.wo of the 
agents of the Galveston Bay o.nd Texas Land 
Company, residing at Anahuac, who had been up 
Trinity river in a boat, in pursuit of two of the 

settlers they had brought from the United States, 

who had deserted them, alleging that they did not 
comply with their contract: a charge too true, 
though not on account of aoy fault of the agents. 

They had not been successful in their pursuit, and 
had stopped here a little while on their return. We 
obtained some information from them, concerning 
the place to which we were bound ; and after they 
had lef\. us, Mr. Heyne returned in his boat. 

lle is a native of the United States, but was for 

severnl years a soldier in the Mexican army, and 
abounus in anecdotes of an entertaining character, 
having seen much of this part of the world. He 

7• 
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bas resided here five or six years, and possesses a 
tract of about o. square league, which, like most of 
the proprietors I have seen, who prefer their own, he 
thinks a lillie the best tract in Texas. Other estates 
are good, some very good indeed: but on the whole 
this is rather preferable to any of them. W c had 
a good deal of conversation; and in the morning 
were accompanied by our host to the river, to help 
us across with our horses. IIaving more experience 
than ourselves, he succeeded in gelling one of our 
animals, though much against his wiU, to leap from 
the bank, and swim after the boat, while we held 
the bridle. The others, mustang-like, soon detennin
ed to make the best of a bad bargain, and taking to 
the water swam nfl.er us to the other side, where 
Lhey were caught and remounted. We then took 
leave, and entered a bottom, or range of woodland, 
on our way to Anahuac. 

The appearance of the trees, and their fine shade 
struck us with pleasure, the thermometer being 
that day at 70° in the morning, and 80° at noon. 
The growth was large, and consisted principally of 

pl?e aud cypress, with some cednr, ash, peccnn, oak, 
and wnlnut, and a little locust. A ride of twelve 
miles lJCought us to Turtle Bayou, or river, a small 
stream, which we crossed, and then entered an 
extensive Prairie. 

T he cr bottoms" of the rivers are of various 
breadths on different streams, and at different placet, 
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from n few rod~, to ten or even t weoty miles, and 
often f~>rm nn importnnt fenture in ihe landscape, 
while they compri~e in a great measure the country's 
resources in tirnl>cr : the trees nenr tho riverl! in tbia 
region, being generally of the various kinds above 
eoumemtetl, and placed ncar streams on which they 
may be floated. 

On coming out of a low canebrake, we had 
nnother start, such M I ha1l ltnd several times before 
in this count ry. Al> we were riding cnrclc;;sly nloog, 
a deer which hod lnio down in the canc..:t1 direclly 
in our track, ulfcrcd U3 to nppronch till our mu~w.ogs 
almo:;t trod upon him ooforc he moved. The wind 
being ~rrnin~t U", he had not scented us ; nod there
fore wns rou ctl only by their steps when very near. 
lie then stnrtcd from the ground with n sudden 

' . bound, while our horses sprung nlmost as far in the 
opposite direction, and we were nll thrown into 
momentary confusion. The timid nnd active anima~ 
according to the univeroal practice of his species, ns 
far as I have hnd opportunity to ob:;erve, stopped a 
moment, turned back his head, and calmly surveyed 
us. His grnccful form, smooth skin, and slender 
1~, we bad hardly an instant to contemplate, when 
raising hill bend and tnil with n snapping noise, be 
sprung away like the wind, and wns out of sight 
nlm08l as suddenly as he had made his appearance. 
Such occurrences, tuougb frequent, seemed always 
to take us by surprise. 
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Every where in the Prairie were to he seen traces 
of the fire by wruch it bad been overrun and devas
tated only a few weeks before. The young grass 
had beoaun to spring, but it was not yet high enough 
entirely to conceal the blackened surface and tbiu 
layers of ashes which contributed to its luxuriance. 
In one place however we came to a considerable tract 
of ground where the fire bad not been, as it was 
overgrown with a thick cane brake about five feet 
high. So far apparently from all hnbitntions, and 
in the midst of a region which had been but lately 
swept by the finmes, we ne\·er thought that nny evil 
could arise from a little amusement of the kind ; and 
feeling curious to see the burning of n Prairie, we 
determined to set a small portion of it on tire. 
Dismounting therefore, by sunppiug our guns we 
soon obtained a finme, which we touched to a 
few of the tall canes, at this sea .. •lOil n!: dry ns fish
poles, and were surprised at the rapidity with which 
it spread. It rose fast in the air to their lops, com
municating with others around, and soon began to 
roar and extend with greater and greater mpitlity. 

In an instant a loud report was heard, like the 
discharge of a horse pistol, in the midst of the fire, 
and then another, another and another, until they 
succeeded each other incessantly, as the flames 
spread and rose in a sheet above the highest canes 
in the brake. This was caused by the rarefaction 
of the air imprisoned in the joints of the reeds, tho 
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bent giving it an expansive force sufficient lo make 
an explosion. The first moment bad convinced us 
that "o und set an element at work which we could 
by no moan,; restr,liu; and the increased rushing of 
the wind around Ut!, with the snapping of the canes, 
and the ro.tr of the OatnC.!'t1 11;, they s\\•cpt away 
before us towards the heart of the bounolcss brake, 
imprcesed us with ~rious feelings, very chflercnt from 
those we had incomiderntely cont<ultcd in applyiug 
fire to such a mass of fuel. 

.As we stood gazing at the effects of our sport, the 
conflagration fML retired from u~.~, levelling n brood 
track before u., wbcro notlliug was to be seen but u. 
smooth, blackened nod smokiug surface, between 
two wo.ll.s of ::tanding canes. "' e now for the 
first time began to ask, whether there might not be 
some habitation iu its pntb, or at least some pcrcon 
or dom~tic animal, exposeJ lo be t:iUrroundcd and 
burnt to death in an in;;tant; but ns it wns evidenl1y 
out of our power to do any thing to slop the de\asta· 
tion which we had commenced, we remounted and 
pltl"sued our wny.· '\Ye often turned hack to see the 
progr~s of the fire, which al length wns lo be traced 
only by a dbtant coluruo of smoke ri:~ing from the 
vast level around u~ ; nod we could but flatter our
selves that uo serious consequences would result from 
it. 



CHAPTER X. 

Anahnne.-Situation.-Galveaton Bny.-Ncighboring scttlcmcnb.
Soi~ products, wild nnimll!s, fowln.nd flth.-11 Sbming tho cyea." 
Hunting by torcbligbt.-Purauit of11 murdoror.-Chlll'llcter of tho 
lltexicnn troops nt this post. 

IT was Saturday, the 26th of March, when we 
reached Anahuac. It is a spot which bad been 

recently occupied as a military post., at General Te
ran's order, by his second in command in the eastern 

otilitary department of the Republic, Colonel Brad
burn, with about an hundred soldiers. It bad before 
been L:nown as Perry's Point, and now received the 
name given to the city of Mexico by the original 
inhabitants of the country. The eituation is pleas
ant, at the north eastern corner of Galveston Bay, 
on the verge of the Prairie, wltere the bank descends 

abruptly from the wnter, about thirty feet: and looks 

upon the bay, which spreads out about twenty 
miles across, and sixty miles south, where iL com
municates with the Gulf of Mexico on both sides ot 
Gal\'eston Island. The seven mouths of Trinity or 
Trinidad river open into the bay ncar this corner, 
and would offer important ad\•antnges of navigation 
but for the bars, on which the water is sometimes 
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too shallow even for row boats. T he tides are very 
small, but arc sometimes considerably increased by 
strong southerly gales, which also occasionally render 
the water too brackish for usc. We found fifLeeo or 
twenty log houses and huts, and seven poor shops, 
wil.h lhe building erected as barracks for t.he garri
son. This was about one hundred nod fifty feet 
long and twenty wide, will! the Colonel's quarters at 
one end, and the guard house at the other. 

T ile country in the rear, perfectly level, generally 
green and beautifully variegated with groves nod 
islands of trees, has o. poor soil, of that sort which is 

cnlled hog-bed Prn.irio i but yet it is capable of pro
ducing considerable crops even with tho least possible 
labor. Indian corn, if merely dropped into holes, 
made with a stick, ·will grow and yield pretty well 
even without hoeing. There are very few inhabit
ants in this vicinity, and th6$e are principally settlers 
from the United StalC$1 who have large scattering 
estates, and confine their nttenLiou almost exclusively 
to rn.ising cattle. There is one estate a Jittle off the 
road by which we came, which we had passed with
out observing, nod another some miles south eastward 
from Anahuac. 1'he former belongs to Mr. Taylor 
White, who has three thousand head of cattle. 
T hese are fed upon the Prairies which extend for 
many miles east\\·ard from his residence, on the way 
to Nacogdoches. For tbe live stock a market is 
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found at New-Orleans i and drorcrs annually \'Hut 
this part of the country to purchase cattle, which 
they take back in great numbers. 

Sugar and cotton flouri:3h on proper soil. J udgc 
'Williams, who has an eiilatc on Trinity rirer, some 
miles up. the previous year raised cane enough to 
make forty bogshenth of sugar of fine ttun.lity. 
The ribband cane requirC:~ to be planted ercry three 
years. The creole cano ''ill continue to grow from 
the roots for ten or fifteen, and i~ but little inferior 

to it. 
1Vild fowl are abundant hereabouts nt thi~ scnsoo : 

panicularly geese and brnnllt, which form vn:;t tlock", 
whose no~e may be heard f'evcrnl mile~. There 
are also ducks, pelican~, snipes, cmnc.:, cnglC91 hawk", 
buzzard::, owlP, wild turkics, aud many emo.llcr 
birds. Deer are numerous in the Prairies, nod some
times appear in large herds : "but something else than 
a city huntsman," ns one of the agents remarked, 
"is necessary to kiU them." One is ~ometimeil 

obliged to approach them through the gmss for a 
mile, stooping almost to the ground and proceeding 
with the ulmost caution. The turkiC<J chiefly resort 
to the woods, where also are found v:oh·cs, bears, 
panthers, wild cats, wild hogs, foxes, rockoons, nod 
squirrels. Wild cats and panthers nrc rather scarce, 
and never attack men unless very hungry or hard 
pressed at bay. The wild hog is very fierce, and, it 

is said, will generally attack a mo.n even unprovoked. 
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'l'he fish are various and numerous. Among 
them are several kinds which we never see at t.he 
north. The red fish is excellent, and quite large: 
weighing from ten to finy pounds. Besides these 
are the buffalo fish, cat fil!b, drum fish, perch, oysters, 
crabs, &c. Alligators are unfortunately numerous 
in the bay and neighboring streams, and are found 

of various sizes. There is also the altigator garr : a 
singular animal: in form half fish and half alligator. 

Large game is sometimes hunted in the night, in 
a manner common in the south western states, by 
what is called "shining," or 11 sbiojng the eyes." 
The huntsman carries a lighted torch on his head, 
or sometimes a quantity of bumjng combustibles in 
a frying pan behind him, resting the handle on his 
shoulder, and bas his rille ready in his hand. Ani
mals are attracted by a bright fire in the dark, and 
their eyes reflect the light so strongly, that they are 
perceptible, like sparks or coals, from a considerable 
distance. The position of the light prevents the 

huntsman from being distinctly seen, though at the 
same time it does not dnzzle his own sight; and 

while the deer, bear, or other game stands gazing 
with wonder, be has an opportunity to take delibe

rate aim. Tbjs practice however is not unattended 
with danger: as it is impossible under such circum
stances, to discriminate with certainty between the 

eyes of wild beasts and those of domestic animals; and 
in some parts of our own country, as in Kentucky for 

8 
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instance, wherever there are many settlements, bunt
ing in this manner is forbidden by law. 

A ludicrous hunting party on this plan was called 
out on the Prairie one night about the time of my 
visit at Anahuac. Some of the sportsmen in the 
huts and barracks were waked by the cries of the 
dogs, which bad evidently brought some nnimal to a 
stand near by. They yeJied so merrily, that num
bers were soon out with their rifles nod fowling 
pieces, half dressed, and scampering otr to the spot 
There they found the dogs bart..."ing up n tree, where 
the shade was deep, and where they looked long 
before they could perceive any thing. At length, 
by lighting a fire they discovered a pair of eyes bi
Ding far above them ; and their pieces were immedi
ately raised, supposing they had treed a rnckoon. 
Colonel Bradburn, however, who was among the 
foremost of the bunters, suddenly ordered aU to 

lower their guns; and sending up one of his 1\lex:i
can soldiers, recovered a favorite kitten, which had 
st.rayed from his quarters, and having been pursued 
by the dogs, had caused this muster, and incurred so 
narrow a risk of its own life. 

About the same time occurred o. more serious hunL 
on the Prairie, whose causes and results were both 
far more important and painful. One of the emi
granLs entered his hut one day, and in a fit of violent 
passion wounded his wife in n shocking manner 
with an axe, so that ebe died a few days after. He 
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immediately fled on foot across the Prairie: but the 
facts being known, a pursuit was soon commen
ced. A Virginian, a practised hunter, who was at 
Anahuac ot the time, was among the ftrst to learn 
tho tidings; and seizing his rifle and springing upon 
his horse, colled his hounds aud dashed after him at 
full speed. The indignation and horror felt by all 
nt the perpetration of such a crime, produced a 
general excilemem: !Jut there wa.s something 
grotesque in the appeamnce made by this man, 
which might almost have provoked a smile: his 
long hair t;trenming in the wind from under his hat., 
nod his eriC:! nod shouts to his doge, which joined 
their voices to his own. The wretched fngitiv~, 

finding his pursuers fast gaining on biro, though he 
had had the start by about a mile and a half, began 
to seek concealment., and was suddenly lost to their 
sight. The dogs however soou nosed out his biding 
place; and when he was drawn out of the bushes, 
some of the hoti.CSt of his capturers were ready to 

kill him on tbe spot. He was however taken back 
to the town, and confined in the prison, (or colaboza, 
n.s a dungeon is co.Jled in Spanish,) to await his 
trinl. 

This man was subsequently offered o. reprieve on 
condition tbnt he should enlist in the Mexican o.rmy, 
to which he consented; o.nd a few months afterwards 
lost his life. 

The common soldiers .at this post were men of a 
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most depraved character, while they were believed to 

be as cowardly as they were wicked and ignorant. 

The Mexican laws provide for the enlistment of 

convicted criminals, of some of the worst kinds, into 

the army; and the consequence is, that not o. few of 

the soldiers, especially those stationed o.t remote pot~ls 

like this, are men who would have suffered lhe 

severest punishments in our own country. Many 

of these are murderers, known, nod publicly con

demned as such. One of them, notorious for having 

murdered not less than eleven persons, I often saw. 

He was advanced in age, nod died about this time, 

by falling into shallow water where be was filling a 

pail, being drowned before be was obsen·cd. 

Some anxiety was expressed, by pcn:;ons who 

had observed smoke rising from a dist.ant part of the 
Prairie, Lest a fire, kindled there as wa.s to be :;up

posed by accident, might cause some injury before it 
should be extinguished. "\Ve were still not without 
apprehensions ourselves: for we knew too well the 

origin of the conflagration, but being unwilling to 

incur blame when no good could result from it, we 

were not forward to recount our experiment with the 

cane brake. The smoke continued to rise for two 

or three days, appearing every few hours in a differ

ent dil'~tion, as the wind drove the fire hither and 

thither as often as it changed. 



CHAPTER. XI. 

An11hu:1c, (amtiruud.)-SltuaiJOn of the Colony of the Gah~10n 
B11y and Texu Land Company.-Difficulti~ of lhe agenta.-Dia· 
a ppointment, dilcontent and milery of tho colonil.t..-Unfa· 
,·orable~ upeca of !be Company. 

WnEN I lefl Ne\v-York, the greatest enthusio.sm 

had existed among numbers of persons whom I 

saw, on the colonization of Texas. A number of 

young men had been engaged, by the Galveston 

Bny nnd Texas l.a.nd Company, to visit this part 
of the country as agents, under prospects which 

mnny more considered very flattering, and would 

probably have been glad to accept. They bad 
anchored in the bay on the 1 th of February, in the 

schooner Aogelicn, Capt. Fullerton, which sailed on 
the 29th of December, with thirty-four emigrants, 

chielly Germans recenlly from Europe, men, women 

and children. Here they w~re, uncertain what to 

do, and with every prospect of being compelled to 

return, without accomplishing their object, viz: the 
settlement of the emigrants upon land claiued by 

their emplo) ers. General 'l'cmn, the military com· 

maodcr in chief of the eastern department of the 

Mexican Republic, in the no.me of the United Mex· 
s• 
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ican States, refused to allow their claims or to 

recognize the company, while he declared that the 

law of Congress of the 6th of April annulled all 

grants to empresarios which bnd not been fulfilled, 

and of course destroyed all those which the company 

professed to have consolidated. The nuthorities of 
the state of Coahuila nod Texas, had expre::;:;ed 

themselves favorably disposed: but there was no 

prospect that this would prove of nny ad\ anlage 

under the existing circumstances. Indeed the state 

surveyor and commissioner, who occasionally \'isited 

Anahuac, continued Lo grant nod set ofT land on the 

tracts claimed by the cotnpany during their stay, on 

the easy terms provided for b) law. 

The ngents had encountered considcrnble difficul

ties as well as risks, in getting up to thi:o place, with 

their emigrants, luggage and cargo ; nod had been 

merely allowed Lo erect huts nod Lo pttch tent.s for 

their temporary accommodation ; but had not been 

able to obtain any land, except about an acre and n 

half on the shore, for a sort of garden, and a tract on 

a farm about six miles up the Trinity river, which 

they hired of inhabitants of the country. Colonel 

Bradburn, General Teran's second in command, 

who was stationed at Anahuac, being a North Amer 
ican by birth, treated them with kindness, but was 

peremptory in dealing with them according to supe
rior orders. Their situation was consequently very 

unpleasant. Being young men, inexperienced in 
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bllllinesa of this kind, but spirited, enterprizing and 
disposed, as I tllougbt, to spare no pains in the honor
able e>.ecution of t.heir duties, they bad embarked in 
t.he project. wit.h great. confidence in the directors of 
the company, and in full expectation of finding the 
country open to their entrance and occupation. 'l'be 
emigrants had formed contracts with lhe company, 
by which they \\'ere to be furnished wilb a "labor," 
or one hundred and se\•enty-sevcn acre!! and o. fraction 
of land each, ns their own, and supplied with tools 
and one year's subl:'k;tenc«; on condition of settling 
under lheru, and working for the company two days 
in a week the first year. 

The agents bad found, on their anival, that t.he 
company were nlmo:;t entirely ignorant of the coun
try, and t{)tally uninformed concerning existing 
setllemcots and clnimnnt.s. • They had discovered 

• The lnatrucllona ghen to tho agmla were of auch o nnLurc, tboJ 

their perual ,..ould probably bMe aurpriled purchascra. 
f•'irwt, they dtnominotc them ·hca "lbu Attomit.:AJI1Dd Trustee. of 

Lorcn&o do Z~avn!JI, J01111pb Vehldn lllld Da,id G. Burnet, Empre.o
rio.a of certain grants of llllld made by U1e Fcdcrnl Go,•ornmcnts of 
Mexlco IUld the atotc of Coahulln. wtd 'fc:roa." 'fhcatl 11 grnnus," 
u h111 been alrcndy remarked, were very ditTcrcnL things from what 
u~unlly bear tbu nnn>c. 

Tbe aigncrw, that ib, lwo of the Trustees, U1cn rcmnrk tbat 
they rely oo their ctTorta to c:n.ny tbc:ir views 1111d pl11na Into 
effect. 'l'beir pi.IIIU appear from tho iOJitruction.e lo bll\ o been-«> 
obWn information couceruing tho country, boys, ri"cra, &o., with 
tho llllll1e& of sculcre, their cwma, their diApolritiou to tnlto titles 
from tho compnny, &c., U> dmw two bll!e I mea north nnd ttOuth, 
1urvoy nnd l:ty off labor• nnd litios on both eidca of tl1om, making 
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thnt they had no power to perform the slipulatioos 

of the company towards the emigmnts, or to provide 
for the future comfort or subsistence of those poor 

nod helpless stmngert:. Tbey still however appeared 

to be e_~erting therni!eh·es to do the be:st tbey could, 

both to quell and to prevent Ji!:content, conducting 

with modemtion and courtesy towarcls tbe authori

ties of the country, and taking every judicious 

measure as agents, both towards their employers nod 

towards the colonists. They were very anxious 

reeervatio113 for \-illagn, to place the fin~t ~tLier1on tbem, ant! muo 

them till the reservation1 fllr the company. T hey rrqui.-.xi infor

mation on., many pointe, u to pro\"tl that they bat! no parLicular 

ltoowledge of the cout, .ettlem nlll or inbabitanta, aud cn·en no 
certainty Wbuher the agenlll ant! colonau could land on any pan of 

GahestDn Bay or tho riven~ !lowing into it. They inllnltt the 
agen!l on landing, to" endeavor 10 find, from any ~n oznbo pn: m
i-, if there ia any one Of' more pen10n• claiming LILlo to tpo laiUJ; 

if ao, onder whom." "You will for the preKnl rupee! all c!Ain..," 
&c.-" li the land adjoining the water in e\·ery direction ia ciAime.l 

by any person, endea\·or lo make an afBJlg-em~nt 10 01 to elfoct ~ 

la.nding with all despatch, and to ~ecuro a place for all futuro emi· 

grant. going lo lhztl country. Atcertain bo" fAr tho claimanlll' 

right. extend, and if there le any hwd oo'"thc water not cla.imed on 
,.,bich it ill advisable to locate. l\lnko your li111t lodgment on it, 
whether it be on the b&y •ide, Tr inity river, or eut 1ido or San Ja
cinto river. Be careful in all caac1 to jrivo no ...uranc~ and 

expreta no opinion Ill to the \oWdity of any claim to b.nd whlch 

m&y be 11et up by actual.ett lcn~ or otb~rs, ezct:pt where you find any 
pcr.on cllliming under John Luctus Woodbury; then you muat 

give them notice to quit the premiJee." 

It 1$ not calculated lo make & man fctl nny p&rtlcular pride In Ilia 

own u.,"lt.City, who tindl pcn1001 tnlking confltlentlally In lenn'a like 

these, of properly they have rrotCIICd lo 10lllo him. 
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and somewhat dissatisfied nt not Teceiving letters 
from tbe Company, and thought their silence very 
extraordinary, as they must have known that further 
instructions would be necessary, and had promised 
them. This silence afterwards pro red very disheart
ening, as severnl vessels arrived from New-York, 
as well llB New Orleans. Some suspicions began 
to be a.Ooat, lo fear that this party had been sent 
out merely for effect, to promote tbe Hale of stock 
o.nd scrip, "ithottt any intention of following up 
such a regular system of colonization, which they 
had been led to expect : nod tllus the agents bad 
to meet a variety of trials. 

An incident hnd occurred n little calculated to 

shake the faith of the ngenl:i nnd emigrants wbeo 
it waa known. When on the eve of sniling from 
New-York, it was accidentally discovered, that tbe 
contracts of the Company with the emigrants were 
not signed. They were immediately taken to one 
of tbe Trustees, and afterwards sent down, and 
distributed to tbem again, as was supposed, complete. 
The attention of the agents was not again directed 
to this eubject, until one of tlle emigrants resigned 
his contract o.t New Orleans, o od left the vessel. I L 
wns then found that they were all signed by only 
one of the Trustees, although it was expressly stated 
in the body of these inslruments, l.hnt two signatures 
should be necessary to render them binding. This 
circumstance excited only a little surprise at the 
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time, nnd might have been owing to accident: uut 
with other thiugs, afterwards helped to rnise que~
tions and speculations. 

As I received friendly tre~\lment from tb~ gen
l.lemen, nod had opponuniri&~ to witness the tr) 111g 
condition in whtch the poor etmgrnnts were placed, 
as well ns to see their own e\eruons in the discharge 
of their duty amidst the dtscoumgements around 
them, I could not blll feel a lh'ely interest in tbem, 
nnd regret that they should have shared \\;th me in 
the e\·il consequences of confiding too far in men's 
characters and declarations. Doubly did the ~itun
tion of some of the Germans seem to appeal to our 
sympathy. Ignorant of every thing, especially of 
the country, they bad gone blindly into n wild ex
pedition, committP.d themselves to the hand:~ of n 
company, bound themselves by their signature:., 
and received in return papers which they could not 
read, under the full belief that they thus ncqnired 
good titles to little estates, though they in fact obUlined 
what wns of no value whatever. Here they were, 
hutted under leaky boards, I!Ollle with their winl8 
and litl.le children, in n strange land, wtthout any 
means of providing for the future, and belteving 
that they bad been made dupes by penoons whom 
they had never injured or provoked, nnd whom tltcy 
bad scarcely seen. It seems to me, that if n l!peculntor, 
in the eager pul"!'uit of gold, could have 'i,..tted the:;o 
poor creatures, and heard their C<'mplaints, seen their 
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depre!!::iion, disnppointmeol nnd misery, and nl tho 
snme time realized tbei1· melancholy prospect., porbnpl! 
not yet certainly anticipntcd by them, of sinlciog 
under tho disca~e which periodia~Jly infests tbis part 
of the country, he would have been careful bow l1e 
ever involved the poor and confiding, the slranget· 
nod the foreigner, by any schemes for self-nggrao
dizemenl. 

1 did not make up my mind that the Company 
had acted on any concerted plan to injure the 
agents or the ernigrnnt.IJ. 'rbat would have required 
evidence which I could not obLain in tho:Je circum
slllnces. Dut I beard and saw enough to become 
per~tuaded, that the results of their operations had 
been disastrous and were likely to be more so: while 
on the one bnnd they appeared lo have acted with 
little knowledge of what they bad been supposed to 
be well informed of, and on the other, by their silence, 
seemed unaccountably indifferent to the expedition 
and all connected with it. 

What wns calculated lo add, if any thing could 
well add, to the mortification of such circumsLances, 
to those who were Proteslllnts, wns the knowledge 
which they did not obtain until their arrival, that 
they could not settle in the country, without avowing 
themselves Romo.n Catholics. It hns been said that 
the Mexican government will protect our citizens 
in life and property so long as they conform to the 
laws, ns if this would o.void the necessity of changing 
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their religious profession. But this hns notlling to 

do with the case. Tbe treaty, in the article some
times quoted, alludes only to our citizens rCJ>iding in 
Mexico, not to colonists, who mu;;t become Me~ican 
citizens; and whose submission to the lnws relating 

to colonization implies the profession of the Roman 

Catholic religion. \Vhatcvcr laxity may occur in 

executing the lnws at any period, they may be at nny 
time put in force; and what I afterwards saw at 

San Felipe proves how the subject is viewed by per

sons on the grounu. If known as ProtC~>tnnl.", they 

might at any time be deprived of their ~tales by lhe 

execution of laws still unrepealed. 
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Excursion down Gaheeton Bay.-The Union CompiUly.-Sloop 
Chaunc:cy.-Night on lhe ba.y.-Sierp on lhe abore.-;\lorning 
eceno on a londy Prairle.-Galveaton !J•Iand.-Bird11, deer, mtlle
snnko, ebclJ., &c.-Sounding• of lho Ohannel-Tbo no.rbQr.
Red~h Jlar.-Edw!U'de'J.-Return to Anllhuao. 

ON the 2Slh of :\Iarcl11 the third day after my 
arrival at Annuunc, I ucccptcd, with ooo of my 
companion!', au im italion LO accompany two of 
the agent.:; of tho Land Company, to take a sail to 
Galv&tou or SL Luis Island, off the mouth of the 
bay. We laid in pro\isioos of ealt pork, bread, and 
colfce, for a few dayli, uul were t.lisnppoinled in having 
r.o wind. We, however, took advant.nge of what is 
sometimes called the 11 ash breeze :n that is, our oars, 
nod proceeded down the bay at n pretty good rote. 

The agents had enrountcred much difficulty, and 
some haznnl, in getting their vessel over tbo bar on 
their arrival ; but having beard that a deep channel 
e::dsted, by which even ships of war had heretofore 
entered, ho.d determined to seize an early opportunity 
to sound out lhe ground, for the information of their 
company, and tbe convenience of future vessels. I 
was anxious to receive news from the United States; 

9 
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and the ~aents expressed great concern at the want 

of instructions from their employers, as their circum

stances had been rendered donhly embnrrru~ing by 

the arrh·al of the agents and cmirrrom11 !'rnt out by 

the Union Company, for which they had been totnlly 

unprepared. This Company, as "ns repn.-sented 
consisted of persons who held shares of stock pur

chased from the Galveston l3ny nnu Texas Land 

Company, and had sent them out to commence n 
setllement on some of tho grant~. At the same 

time, they communicated nothing which might 

enable the other agents to proct•cd in relation to 

them with confidence j and gn,·c them to under tand 

that they preferred to act indepcudeully of them. 

The two parties treated each other with proper 

respect and cordiality ns individual!! i and had united 
in sending a mutual agent to Matamoras in the 

Angelica, to represent their intere.~ls to Genernl 
Teran: but. the first agents did not officially recognize 

the existence of any such Company as their compet

it.ors claimed to represent. 

\Ve spent most of the day in rowing down the 

bay; when, about half an hour before suoaet, we 
discovered the sloop Chauncey, of whose arrivnl we 

had not beard, coming up from sea. Presuming 

that we bad letters on board, we steered for her 

immediately, and rowed hard that we might reach 

her before dark. We continued to approach her 

pretty rapidly, until after about an hour, on turning 
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to look for her, we found sbe bad become enveloped 
in a mist, aud we couh.l noL perceive aoy trace of 
her. After a lillie hesitation, we uetermincd to make 
the best of our way for the land; a.nd, raising our 
sail, put our boat off before the wind, judging that 
nltbough we were some miles from the eastern 
shore, we must reach it pretty early iu lbe night. 
\Ve were now in a more serious situation than we 
had a.nticipatcd, ou engaging i.n this excursion of 
pleasure ; for lO such inexperienced waterroen as 
sevcrol of us were, ha\riog hardly ever attempted to 
feather ll.lt oar before this morning, it appeared rather 
a gloomy task to sit exposed in a light little boat, 
upon n broad sheet of water, whose shores we could 
not see, and of \Yhicb we were almost entirely ig
norant. 

After proceeding in this manner for two or three 
hours, our anxieLy began to increase : for we fonnd 
we had ruiscalculated our distance, nnd apprehended 
that we might be proceediog in a. direction where we 
should experience some difficulty. And the time 
seemed very long before we saw nny lund: for it 

was not until twelve o'clock, lbnt. we found ourselves 
upon a beach formed of loose shells, and bordered by 
a low grove of trees. We ltnded immediately ; llDd 
drnwing the boot upon the beach, began to explore 
the unknown country. Tbe first view of lhe place 
impressed us with the belief that we were on tue 
borders of n garden, as tbe foli:1ge seemed like that 
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of fruiL trees; anti we hoped to find some ho;~pitnblo 
mansion, where we might pass the rest of tho night. 

We found, however, that the treed were a growth of 
shrub oaks, intermingled with the nopal, or rock 

pear, which I bad seen in the l\orthern Stated 

growing only to the height of six or eight inches, 
and now looked on with surprise, ten or tiflecn feet 

in height, in this more genial region. This vegeU\blc, 

which is fed on by the insect that yields tho cochineal 
dye, bas been adopted by the )texicnns as 1.heir 

national plant, and introduced into their cont of 

arms with the eagle. There are two kinds, bearing 

fruit shaped like a pear, of ditrerem colo~. Purt.her 
examination satisfied us that the ehoro was uncul
tivated; and as thP. air was mild, we stretched 

oursel\'es upon the dry beach, anti being fnliguetl, 

soon fell imo a refreshing sleep. These shores nrc 
generally infested by musquitoes, even at this season 

of the year : but fortunately the wind was fresh 
enough through the night to prevent them from 
annoying u.s. 

In the morning we awoke to enjoy rbe sight of 

sunrise, though in a somewhat cloudy sky, over a 
level anrl extensive shore, with the spacious bay of 

Galveston in view, but not, as we bad supposed, 
immediately before us. We were on the southern 

bank of a narrow creek, which at the d~tance of a 

mile west of ta joined the bay ; and on referring to 

our map, we found that its name was Oyster bayou, 
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and that it was at no great distance from the Gulf 
of Mexico. "\'V e bad gone much further to the 
southward than we ho.d suppoeed, during the night's 
sail, nod our boat ho.d been driven by the wind, 
without our suspecting it, a considerable distance 
inland. Tbe thick shrubbery presented less of its 
artificial appearance by do.yligbt: but there were 
several l>cauliful groves seen at no great distance on 
the green, le\•el Prairie behind us, which had much 
the appearance of art well applied. One of these 
particularly attracted my attention. It consisted of 
forty or fifty fine forest trees, rising with smooth and 
straight stems from the uniform level, nod forming a 
thick mass of shade, with lillie appearance of under
brush to obstruct a path beoentb. There was so 
much in the aspect of this spot to associate il wit.h 
the idea of man, Llun I set orr with my fowling 
piece in my hand, to visit the habitation which I 
fully expected to find on tbe opposite side, Passing 
rupidly over the smooth and verdant level, and 
through the liu.le woocl, I could scarcely credit my 
sight, when I found the opposit~ side lonely and 
destitute of all signs of habitation. 

We found the snipe and plover very numerous, 
nod soon shot about twenty brace, which were roast
ed for breakfast by a fire kindled on the beach; nou, 
having made some coffee, we enjoyed a fine mea.l. 
We also discovered that the bnyou had ool received 
its no.me at random; for as the tide feU we snw 

g• 
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great quantities of oysters of the ordinary size, 

which proved to be well 1ln\·ored. We collected ns 

many as we could well carry in our boats in n few 

minutes, but not without wading l:Klllle distance into 
the water, as there we found the finc,;t, although 

there were ronny left dry upon tho beach. We 

rowed some lllitance; and then hoisting our sn.il, 
proceeded with a north westerly wind, through the 

mouth of the bay acro!S the strait which intervenes 
between it and Gal\'eslOu Islnutl, where we arrived 

at noon. There, dmwiog up our boat, we employed 
a few minutes in shooting at the birds around us; 

when, having got enough for n dinner, we cooked 
and ate them with n good appetite. 

The islnnd is thirty-six miles in length, from one 

to three wide, and presents nothing like n lnudmark 

except a hut in one spot, nnd three ~mall tre , 
which grow in a cluster near the Wc:!leru end, and 

offer a beacon to mnriners. We found the island n 

mere sand bank of vast extent, with an unvarying 

surfu.ce, thinly covered with grru;s and weed->, having 
been recently burnt over, u11der C'..olonel Brndburo':; 

directions. It is said to abound with rattle aud 

moccasin snakes. The ground was still partly 
blackened, and we killed a. rnlllesonke with seveu 

rattles, and five feet long. 'We took a loug walk, 

having plenty of time, and probably went not less 

than ten or twelve miles. During the excursion we 

st.aned a solitary deer, which fled orr with great 
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speed ; nod nfterwnrils picked up n large collection 
of be:mtiful shells which are scattered in abundance 
along the beach. Deer and wolved nrc said to 
abound here. 

Here the famous pimtc Lafitte so loog made his 
rendezvoU:J; and somewhere in the vicinity of tbe 
three trec.Q, it is reported, he concealed his ill·gotten 
money in the earth. One of his men, whom I 

saw at .Aunhunc, told me that he sometimes brougln 
vessels drnwing si..x:tceu feet of wo.ter into the bay. 
This mny have been possible, for the loo~e sands 
between the island nnd the main land ruay be easily 
shifted by the current~; and the high tidu::~ driven in 
by soutl~erly wind:; sometimes rnise tbc water tiCVcral 
feet. 

The but 111entioncd nbo\'e, had been erected by 
soldiers from Anahuac, at Colonel Dmdburn1s order, 
for tbe accommodntion of a guard usually kept 
there, with a Uag flying. 'revisited it, and found 
several of those dark complexioned, inefficient look
ing men employed in jerking beef, which they had 
purchased of some of the nearest seulers. They 
cut tbe meat into long strings, which they dry 
thoroughly in the sun, nod then lay aside for use. 
We were kindly received by the soldiers. Wb.ile 
cooking our supper, we received no invitation from 
the master of the Cbauoccy, which was not far off, to 
speud the night on board, which we accepted. 

On the following morning we took our boat, 
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and sounded out the western channel of the enstem 

entrance into Galveston bay. From iiB emrance 

Point Bolivar bears N. N. W. ll is three quarters 
of a mile wide, approaches the shore of the L lnnd 

within two hundred yards, and has from three to 
five fathoms of water all the way in. On the 

western breaker the soundings nre six feet. On 

geUing inside of the island, there is found n beau

tiful and convenient harbor, sheltered from all winds, 

being protected by Point Boli,•nr on the east, and 
Pelican I:Jnnd on the north, with enough water 

for a ves::-.el drawing sixteen feel. Prom this place 

up to Redfish Bar, we proceeded in th~ lighter. IL 
is twenty-five miles from Anahuac. '\Ve hnd from 

seven to nine feet water nil the wny. On that b:\r, 
at lo\Y tides there is but three or four feet, and 
at the highest tides not more than five feet eight 

inches. 

The tidet: in this bay nrc so small ru; ~ometin1cs 

to appear to be entirely depeodnut on the winds. 

The north winds, or "uorthel"b1
11 which prevail "itb 

greater force in thr fall 1\fld wimer, often render 

the upper parts very shallow. 

We stopped at Col. Edwards's flue estate, oppostte 

Redfuih Bar, in the morning; nnu after spending 
some time in fi.;hiog aud catching crabs, tillW a 

schooner,just arrived from New Orleans, going to llar

risburgb, and boarded her with our boat In her we 

found a wine merchant from t\ew-York, who wished 

• 
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to visit Anahuac, and nccopled of an invitation to 
accompany us. We soon after set sail with him, 
but were o\•ertaken by uight in the midst of the bay. 
"\ \' e steered as well as we could towards our port, 
until l was overcome with drowsiness, and although 
the winu was violent, and the spray flying over us, I 
fell asleep. On waking I found it was total dark
ness, the boat wns rocking and pitching worse than 
before, o.nd my aompaoioos were in consternation, 
not knowing what to e:\pcct. We were all wet to 
the skin i but much relieved, when, about midnight 
we felt the boat ground in the mud. Jumping out 
we soou found the shore, nud drawing up the boat 
and kindling a roaring fire we stretched ourselves 
under the high bank nntl were soon asleep. Morn
ing founu us in a state of grant uncertainty. On 
the question whether we should go north or south 
to find Anahuac, we were of directly opposite 
opinion;; j so that we could agree on nothing but to 
go inland and make observations. \Ve were soon 
divided into parties, and toOk different routes. I 
bad nol gone far with nl) companions, when we 
mot two men nod n womllll lrn\·clling to the mouth 
of the Drazos, who set us right In a short time 
we found our way in our boat to Anahuac, nbout 
two or three miles distanl. 



CHAPTER .XIII. 

Anahuac.-Suue Cavalry.-Tu.ciUilo.-A Tuu elec!Jon.-l\tr. Tay· 
lor White'• nate.-The farm hirtd by tb11 Culon Company.
Driving cattle.-Expcruncnt in dri,·ing a (t,.nJ of ·'lr. White' .. -
A.nother accomplishment of my mu•t.llng.-,\n 1\lhgutor. 

CAPTAIN Zebulon Pike, who visited Texas in lu07, 
had little opportunity to mnke ob,-crvntiom, a~ he 
was carried across it ns a prL'>Oncr, having been cap
tured by the Spani(lfd~ on the Rio Drnvo for violntin~ 
their territory, which he did in consequence of mi-=· 
taldng that stream for the Red river, \\ith o. llmnll 
party of American ~oldiers unc.ler hi:~ command. 
Among his remarks is one of thig nature: that the 
Mexicans (lfe capable of mnkiog excellent troope. 
'fhe truth of this would ho.\·e been denied by me if 
I bad seen only the soldiers of Colonel Bradburn : 
but a few dragoons who were sent to Anahuac from 
Bexar by the authorities of the !iLnte, were much 
beuer looking men, nnd inclined me to rnL.:;e my 
opinion somewhat of the talents of their countrymen. 
They were not men of bad character, like the l'olt!ier~ 
of the geoeml government, but of bctlcr appearnncc 
and some of them pretty well educated. One in 
particular hud spent se\•eral years in Kentuck}, utu.l 
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possessed nn amiable disposition a>~ well as nn intelli
gent mind, cnlculatccl to procure esteem. These 
dragoons were perhaps the best horsemen I ever saw, 
and appeared remarkably well in the saddle. No 
matter how much their horses might prance and 
curvet, leap or mn, their riders kept their saddles 
with firmness and grace, and it seemed impossible to 
displace them. They had evidently been long 
habituated to riding, and were nlways ready to Janel 
tLcir aid iu pur:Juiug any run-away horse thnt had 
t.akcn to the Prairie, whenever the owner found 
difficulty in recovering him. One or two of tllem 
would spur off with ln.zo in hand, race with the 
fugitive, nod on approaching him throw the noose 
over his head and rein up to stand t.he shock if 
necessary, aud generally returned with their captive 
in a st.ale of abject subml:;.;ion. 

'l'o hem tbe name· by which cert.aio places nre 
sometimes de:oignated iu thi» vicinity, or to see them 
writLen on a map, one might be led into great errors 
concerning the til ate of the country. 'l'uscnsito, 
instead of being a town or cveu a village, is n mere 
slopping place on the way to San Antonio, wiLh a 
single house and a blacksmith's shop. It is situated 
on a sand Prairie, where nrc hardly any signs of 
veget.nlion, yet where Indian corn will grow, and 
look well if bnrely put into the ground, though it 
will not yield a large harvest. I have heard it srud 
Lhat forty bushels to an acre is n very great crop on 
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that tract. The view from that !>pol is line, looking 

out upon the bay. ~'Ir. George Orr, who hns lived 
there severn.l years, has a family of fine children; but 

there is no other inhabitant in the ,·icinity. The 

spot is important to lrn\·ellcrs; and there is a yard 

for horses, which is a ,·cry unusual thing. 
An election wns held there nbout the time of our 

visit to Anahuac, at which selllcrs from a great 

extent of the surrounding country a~scmhled, nll, or 
nearly nil "Korth Americans. It was held oo the 

Sabbath, according to the common custom in )Icx
ico; the polls were opened in Spani~h nnd Engli~h, 

ami tellers having been appointed, ,·oting went on. 

One old man of ninety ho.d come on hor ·eback about 

sixty miles. Thi,. "republican" meeting wns held 

in a :omall log building just erected f1>r a court hot be; 

in the rear of which n cnrt wns backed up on the 

Prairie, wilh a barrel of whi!ikcy in it, furubhed with 

a spigot, nod free to all. 
An alcalde who was elected in nnothrr plncc, 1 

was informed, wn.s one of Ill) own countr)'Jllcn, and 
bad fled from tbe Unitcu State!' for murtlcr. 

1\1r. 'l'nylor '\nile, one of the wcnlthiCJ;t inhabit

ants in this part of Texru:, hns n line estate on the 

Prairie about five miles from Ano.iluac. I vi ited it 
several Limes, and once in company with a physician, 
newly arrived from the United SLntet-;1 who hncl been 

sent for to Anahuac to pay n pro[Cl,:<ionnl vi,.it lo one 

of his family. Some idea mny be formed of the 
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scarcity of medical science in the country, and the 

abundance of beef, when I mention that the fee 

paid for this single 'i-it waR a cow ! 
The ngents of the Union company had hired a 

tract on the estate of ;.\Ir. W'bitc, for a farm, having, 

like the ri\'nl company, no other way to obtain even 

the u'e of land, though they professed to have many 
squnre lengucs for ~;ale. They employed some of 

their emigrants upon it, nnd things appeared flour

ishing there, ns well as on other parts of the estate. 

We always brought home a few fre:>h vegetables, 

whene,·er we returned from Mr. White's, to ndd to 

our bill of fnre in the city, as Annhuac was prospec
th•ely denominated. Mr. White'g house stood n 

littlu in nd,·nnce of n trncL of woodland, which skirted 

a s111all ~trenm or bayou. It wn.s, of course, of logs, 

and faced the north, with no extensive Prairie scene 

before it, on which cnu.le, innumerable M such a 
di~tnnce, were stmying among rich nod abundant 

pasturage, sometimes singly and sometimes in con
!Udernble droves. 

The outhouses belonging to this dwelling were 

such as to show that the owner had a number of 

laborers, and carried on n very extensh•e busioC!lS as a 

cnttle-rai!iCr. !Tis dairy, ns u~ual, was comparatively 

small and ill furni!<hcd, being cllieOy in the open 

air. The farmers of Texas commonly make some 

butter and cheese, nt least. enough for their own 

families, nod have abundance of milk : but these 
10 
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things engross but few of their thoughts. 'They 
~hurn daily, and therefore nrc always :-;upplied with 

butter milk. They often regret it if they hare no 

"sour milk'' to offer n \'i::•iter, nntl generally regale 

him with it-which, wheLher denominated 11 bonny 

clapper," or any thing ebe, I hnd ere this become 

!ond of, though in the endeavor to like it I bad to 

overcome a strong prejudice. I found sugar cane 

and cotton both growing in small putche.~, with good 
prospects of success, and undcrtitood thnt they bad 
flourished well before. 

Finding Mr. White one Jay ubout goiug ouL 

upon the Pmirie to drive up his caule, I mounted 

my horse and accompanied him, to see tlOmething of 
the way of managing these half wild animaB. ll 
is customary to drive them up occasioonlly towards 

the house, for different purposes; and thus the habit 
of submission is not entirely forgollen. I found, as 

on former occasions, that the cnule of Texas, not

withstanding their free manner of life, are in some 

respects more manageable than our owo. They 

move more readily in herds, and yet more easily 

suffer themselves to be singled out when the driver 

wishes to separate particular animals. Their IUipect 
is however much wilder and more spirited than that 
of our own, especially when they become excited 

and rush together in a mass, as they sometimes do. 

Occasionally one will begin to bellow; and this 
seems to render the rest furious. They raise their 
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head~ hold their tails nlmost straight up in the air, nod 
run ,riolently townrds the sound, often replying with 
similar bellowings, und thus collect by hundreds. 
In gancral, howe,•cr, they arc peaceable and qwet. 
Sometimes they are driven together by lheir owners, 
to have the calves separated; nod at other limes lhey 
arc collected for mnrkiug. Horsemeu ride into the per.. 
among them, and t.hro,,• their lnzos over lhe horns 
or neck11 of the ) oung animals, which, in attempting 
to escape, dash t.hemselw•.s ,·iolently upon the ground, 
and become almo ·t strangled; while advantage is 
taken of their temporary weakness and alarm, to 
npply the branding iron to their flanks and mark 
them for life. In thi3 short proccsa they appear to 
acquire that horror of lhe ln.zo whicb all the tame 
animals of Texas exhibit, and which is found in 
tunny of those \-<ild oxen antl horses which to a 
stranger might seem to ba,•e spent their lives in 
unrestrained freedom. It appears that this instru
ment. of civilization gives n lesson which is seldom 
or never forgotten : for when the la.zo falls o>er the 
bead of an ox that lms had experience with it before, 
be instantly slop:!, as I have remarked of the horses, 
and conducts with humility nod submission until he 
feels it removed. This is tbe most convenient metbod 
poi!sible of trenLing a refractory milch cow. I bnve 
eeen them standing stock still at the pail with a lazo 
over their horns. though rhero was no actual force 
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applied to detain them, when without it they would 
ha;e set e;ery thing at defiance. 

The lazo was not resorted to on the occa ·ion to 
which I referred, for there was no need of il. The 
cattle were to be only driven up near the house; nod 
as there were several hundreds of them, I volunteered 
my assismnce. Dmwiog my bridle towards them, I 
found my little horse no way loath to proceed to the 
business: on the contrary, be hastened after the 
herd, and soon made some of lh£>m quicl<cu their 
pace. He e>en pre:;sed upon them farther than I 

thought necessary, and at last began to bite Hlch as 
he could reach. I now suspected that he bad had 
much more experience than I had ever supposed, in 
the station of a mustang on a fnrm. And when an 
ox broke away from the drove, as one soon did, be 
was no more at a l<kl! concerning his duty in such a 
case; and, taking a sudden turn, which alm05t 
twitched me out of my saddle, threw himself after 
the fugitive at full speed. 1'he race was S\Yift but 
short : for the ox finding itself out run, turned back 
to rejoin the herd. The pestilent I ittlc horse at the 
same time boiled once more, and (how I know not,) 
took me back with him : for I felt myself on the 
verge of an overthrow. Il was not long before my 

watchful and busy little horse spied another de:;erter 
from the ranks; and off he sprang again sidewaySJ 

without giving me the sliglaest notice, and 5cam-
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pered over the Prairie, after one of the wild creatures 
we 'vere driving-then, in a moment, he was at 
another full stop thllt almost threw rue over his head> 
and back again like lhe wind to his old plnce. 

My strength nud commands proved alike uon.vail
ing. Like n. stubborn cook, who takes raw and 
rol\.\it into her own bands, he ~vas above my advice 
and set my orders at nn.ught, so that I was compelled 
to swallow whate\•er he pleased to give me. He 
had bad experience in cattle-driving long before 1 
had ever ~;een Texas or a wild o:t, and seemed to 
have determined to show me how impudent and 
provoking a mutitang can be, under the mask of 
fnithful and untiring service in a job selected for bim 
by his master. I thought for sometime thal I should 
never gel my bones back whole to Anahuac: for it 
was not twice nor thrice that the cattle ran out of 
the drove near u:,~, aud be invariably insisted on 
giving chace to all eslrnys and bringing them back, 
in his own peculiar style, or like a dog after sheep
let me do or say whnL 1 would. At length, I 
began to feel more at home in the business, and by 
close attention kept myself better guarded against 
his dodgings and doublinga. It wns not bowcve~ 
until the chace was over and I bad dismounted, that 
I felt perfectly safe. 

Mr. White informed me that, although he had 
been in the country but three or four years, be had 
between three and four thousand bead of cattle, of 

10• 
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which but a small part were in sight. The gre:1t 
majority were straying through the bottoms and 
Prairies for many miles ofT towards tho east, along 
the route to Nacogdoches. lie sometimes sends out 

three or four men to collect, and mark them. Tbis 
is called hunting cattle. WhaL seems strange in 
such a slate of things is, that it is n very rare thing 
to hear of cattle being stolen in Texas. 

Returning from lUr. White's, with a friend, one 
day, we perceh·ed a young alligator, about two feet 
and a half iu length, on the dry land far from auy 
water i nod ba'ring lazoed him, by tying a noose 
in the horse':; halters and throwing it over his 
bend, we set out to lend him home with us. Soon 
however be appeared to lose his strength and then 
his life: suffering us to drag him without making 

any movement, sometimes on his back and ;;orne
times on his belly. As we supposed we must have 
nearly if not quite killed him by some accident., (iL 

being far from our intention,) we threw him into a 
little puddle we passed near Anahuac, and left him. 
It happened however that on visiting the spot two 
or three hours afwnvards, we found him in perfect 
health, and apparently good spiriLB1 moving about 
as vigorous and active as ever. So having caught 
him again, we took him into the village. Colonel 
Bradburn had a bear tied to a tree, which to our 
surprise showed evident fear when this little crea

ture was brought near him ; and when the alligator 
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sprung towards him, ns it did with n good deal of 
spite, he climbeu up the tree ll8 fast ns possible and 
refused to come down again. After we bad kept 
the alligator for a few days, it broke o.way from the 
halter one night, and ellected its escape. 



CHAPTER ."IY. 

Burning a Prairif!.-Old pi rata -A doll' nod an alli!!'lllor. lllerican 
colonization la..,.-Po\nra of the Gah·e~ton Bl\y and TcsM Land 
Company.-Disturbance a.moog lbe 10ldiere.-C:apture of a large 
alligator. 

Two of roy acquaintancC:3 here, were one dny riding 
with Colonel Bradburn in the nflernoon, when it 
was proposed to set the Prairie on fire. They --epa
rated from each other, nod at di,-Ulnccs of about half 
a mile, db-mounted, struck fire, and kindled the dry 
grass which at that time covered the surfuce of the 
ground. !t instantly began to Onme ; and the fire, 
sweeping on before the wind, cut three paths through 
the grass, which was then niJout three feet high. 
T he horsemen pursued their way between two of 
the fires; and, by trotting briskly on, nearly kept 
pace ·with the flames. The darker the sky became, 
the brighter shone the light ; and the two line~:~ of 
fire gradually approached each other, so tbnt they 
at length came near, nod blazed up bright on the 
right and left, nod almost hedged up their way. 

The scene was described as very splendid nod 
striking. Even when viewed from a dbtance, the 
effect was brilliant i and on the return of lhe 
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gentlemen to .A.nnhunc they found the people attracted 
by the light. Though about two miles and o. half 
oR; the fire was distinctly visible, being then spread 
over n great extent of the surface in n narrow band, 
with tho dark smoke above and the Prairie beneath, 
so that it appeared sometbiug like the bright sky nt 
sunset, as we sometimes see it 'vhen n long cloud 
stretcheil nearly to the horizon, and leaves a. single 
stripe of dazzling light. 

The famous pimle Lafitte, as is well known, made 
his reodeZ\'OUS in Onlveston Bay. Being familiar 
with the channels round tbe it;laud off its mouth, as 
well as the anchomge just within, he had always a 
safe and con"enient relreal. Two of his men I 
found nt Anahuac. They were named Roach and 
Fmnks. Roach tolc.l me, (what I understand passes 
for the truth,) tbnt he has oft.e.n $COO nu eighteen 
gun ship brough~ o.nd anchored in the bay, though 
now vessels of very moderate size nre apt to strike 
oo the bar in coming in. Franks is above six feet 
high, and remarkably expert in shooting a rifle. .A. 
man who knew him well, I was informed, did not 
hesitate to hold a board for bim to shoot nt from a 
considerable distance. 

I was on the shore one day when some bystanders 

were sending n little dog into the water to attract an 
alligator within shooting distance. Franks was 

there with his riDe ; and mnde several good shots at 
him, though no fatal. ones. The little dog would 
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readily swim for chips which were thrown in ; but 

as soon as he found the a ll igator approaching, would 

turn nod retreat. 
The thermometer ranged between 70° and "0° in 

the day time during my stay at Anahuac. The 
north winds are the coldest and most unhealthy here 

niter the season of fevers begins, which is !!omewhat 
Inter than this time. Inhabitants represent them ns 
being remarkably unfavorable lO health. Children 
often begin to droop when they begin to blow ; and 

usually re,;ve when a south breeze sets in ; and in 
cnses of sicknes:> adults are often scu.;;ibly affected 
by the changes. 'l'he tempcrnture sometirnes varies 
4.0° in twenty-four hours. ll is thougbL that the 

moss which we call Spanish mO:>S, and use for 

sluffing mattresses, indicates an unhealthy region 
wh;:;~\"er it gr~tly nhonnde. The tr~ nre '!1!!~h 

loaded with it about Anahuac; and the place is no 
doubt very Liable to fevers. Still, thrrc cnn be no 

question that the climate hereabouts is far more 

healthy than the lower parts of the bordering United 
States. 

I \isited the garden spot which the agents were 
permitted by Colonel Bradburn to cultivate. It was 
situated on the point, a short distance from their 
quarters, nod was an acre and a half in exlCnt. It 
was overgrown with trees, which had to be cut 

down, before noy thing could be planted : and 
then indeed the root.'J were 110 thick nnd numerou , 
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thnt it wns only here nnd there, ''hero a little Ppot 
could bt' clcnrcd by grubbing, that n few t;eeds could 
bo plnntcd. '!'he soil wns founcl to be tu- light ond 
thin ns on the Pr.mie ; thnt iii not more thnn six 
inches dc"p ; but :;o fn\'ornblo i.i the climtllC to 
VC,.{Ct.ltion, thnt the ngeuts ha\ o bt.oen nstoni. hccl at 
the rnpitl growth of vcgctnblcs planted. In truth, 
rndi!•hCll mny be luul from the seed in n for111ight; 
wnte•· melons flourish lO udmimtion, and ripen lO 

within half an inch of the very rind, and are so 
wlwlc:<omc tbat they IU'e said not to injure thoec sick 
of fu\er. lL is strnnge lO ht\\"e so light a soil prove 
so rich nod producti\·e, whilo it is~ thin that beet.e, 
and oth r root:; which peuelrute beyond n few inches 

I 

will not gri>w. Of nllthi!i the agents had practical 
evu.leoce during the bell ;ou. The garden, when I 
saw it., wns Lni.J out with t.ru;te nnd planted pmtly 
with flowers, allhough interrupted by roots \\ hich 
tho emigrants found too large for easy removal. 

The more 1 reO ctcd on the real slate of things 
with respect to the grants, so called, the more I found 
reason lO wonder nt the coun<c punmeJ in relation lO 

tbern. No ouo who reads the official documents of 
the l\tex.icno government, can pretend that tbc 
empresarios, or nny of them, were authorised lO 

proceed to the snle of lnnd. They had obtained uo 
title themselves, and they could not obtain any, 
except lO tho five-league tracts wbicb they were t.O 

receive for every hundred settlel'!l procured, and even 
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of this they could not hold above a certain quantity 
over a fixed term of years, while none could they 
hold until the settlers should ha,·e been long enough 
upon the ground to comply with the requi,;ition of 
the laws. Of course the empresnrios could uot have 
conferred a right which they c.lid not themselves 
possess : and whence then the power claimed by 
the Comp:my to sell land~ It may be argued, that 
the Company ha\'C not expressly offered to sell 
land ; and one might que,;tioo, after rending their 
publications, whether they contain any claim clearly 
and directly in opposition with the rights of the 
empresarioo. I have found some difiiculty in ru;

certaining exactly what claims the Company intend 
to set up on this point. In their tru~t deed, as 
published, the three empr&~arios have covenanted 
and agreed to place their several grams of lnnJ and 
contracts afore::aic.l, into one common Rtock, to be 
held in trust, to and for the use of nil the parties 
interested therein, in the proportions in enid instru
ments named, irrevocably in the band:~ and under 
the control of the said Anthony Dey, 'rilliam 11. 
Sumner, and George Curli!11 and their successors, 
for the purpose of surveying, locating, and ~ettiog 
off the said territories and lands into setllements, 
villages and towns; and of giving, granting, selling, 
colonizing, and otherwise dispo:~ing of: anc.l managing 
the same in such way and manner as they or the 
majority of them shall deem best for the intere:;t 
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of all the parties concerned, according to the power 

herein grn.nted, and the authority in them vested 

by said agreements of even date herewith, and the 
articles of association hereto annexed." 

They nlso, (ns I underatand the language of the 

deed,) for vnluable cons iderations, gave, granted, 
bargained and sold, aliened, assigned, transferred 

nod conveyed to the Company and thefr successors, 
11 alt the right, title, interest, property and estate" 

which the said parties of the first part have o~ "in 

and to the gmnts and contracts before referred to," 

• • * • • " and t.o tbe lands in said grants 
described and contained, in our absolule and perfect 

possession and property being, and to all the privi
leges, emoluments and ndvantn.ges arising or Lo 

qrise from, by and under lbe same, or which are 

in any way incident tberet.o''-renouncing all interest, 

title, &G., except as members of the Company. I 

quote also the following expression :-" to have and 
to hold the above granted, bargained and described 

premises, and all our right, Litle and interest therein, 
and to nil the lands o.od privileges jn said grants 
contained and therefrom resultin('- 1 • • • 

" subject to the terms and condilioos of said grants, 

and the provisions herein made and contained," to 

the articles of association, and future o.meorlments 
and nllerntions. 

The empresarios covenant thnl they 11 severally 

11re the sole owners of the said grants and contracta 
11 
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to us made ;" • • • • that they 11 are lawfully 

seized of said grants and contracts,'' • • • • 
11 have a good and perfect right to sell, nnd tli~po~e 

of, and alienate the same in manner aforesaid," occ. 

Whether this instrument professes to confer n 
right to sell the land or not, or what may have been 
the intentions of the emprcsnrios, I pretend not to 
determine. I can only sny, that the Company muet 
have known what was the intention of the empresn
rios, and, what is of greater consequence, they must 
have had the means of knowing what powers the 
empresnrios possessed over the land, if not what 

right they had to transfer them. 
That they did and do profess to sell land, however, 

I presume will not be doubted. The letter of which 
the following is a copy, was addressed by one of tho 
Trustees of the Company to a gentleman I know. 

MY Da. Stn, 
"If you wish some of tbe Texas Lands, 

11 you can now have some at 10 cents- you cnn have 
11 one share in the Company of 10,000 acres, at 
11 $1000, at 6 months with interest; or if you desire 
"it, you have a less quantity in scrip, at. tbe same 
11 rate. It appears to me whether purchased to sell 
11 again, or with a view to actual seUlement, it cannot 
11 be otherwise than a most profitable investment. 
"You can consider this offer as made to you, and if 

" not disposed to avail yourself of it, you will of 
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11 course be silent on the subject of iL. Let me hear 
"from you this morning. 

u Yours, &c/1 

(This is endorsed in another hand, January,l831.) 
It is not wonderful that the emigrants on arriving 

here, should have been discontented with the state 
of things in which they fuund themselves. Instead 
of entering upon the possession and occupancy of 
extensive estates wbich bad been promised them, 
they could obtain no sntisfnclion to any of their 
enquiries or demands, beyond such indefinite and 
general stutenlents as tbe agents, (in their stale of 
uucertainty) could give them, about a final favorable 
resulL. Just at this lime also a threat.euing difficulty 
took place among the ~1exicnn troops, which caused 
them rea!!ollable alarm. These miserable men, being 
chiefly condemned criminals, banished to a distant 
and soliutry post for the punishment of various crimes, 
it might be presumed, would be ready for the perpe
tration of any thing for which sufficient temptation, 
and their own courage might prove ~;Ufficient. 

During the absence of Colonel Bradburn, a worth
less lieutenant celebrated his birth-day at Anahuac ; 
and becoming somewhat. intoxicated, claimed the 
right of command instead of the commissary, 
who had to interfere to maintain his authority. 
The soldiers were in a state of great excitement, 
and had mustered in front of the barracks, cursing 
the " Americans," and ibrent.euiog a revolt : for the 

• 



132 A VISIT 

lieutenant bad taken care: to work upon their 
prejudices. The commissary pos>:e:;:;ed great bold
ness ; and, knowing the cowardly chnrocter of 
those miserable troops, drew his sword and rushed 
in among lbem alone, with a few cuts and mnny 
demonstrations, ordering them into the barracks, 
which they al length obeyed, after a few of them 

bad been wounded, but without daring to ollcr any 
resistance. The refractory lieutenant having ooen 
seized, pinioned, and thrown into the cnlabozn, the 

commissary informed lbe agents that they had better 
be prepared ~au.inst any attack which the soldiers 
might be disposed to make on them in the night; 

and the whole forces of the emigrants were immedi
ately called out, and stood in the rain for an hour or 
more, awaiting the movemems of the proflignte 
troops at the barracks. No further disturbance, 
however, occurred ; and though the colonists slept 
with their arms at their sides or under their pillows, 
they w~ not disturbed. Such an occurrence, how

aver, could not but add to the uncomfortable condition 
of the agents and emigrants, since n number of 
women and children were involved witb them in 
.all the difficulties by which they were surrounded. 

The lieutenant was afterwards indulged with a 
rustication at Galveston Island, under the charge of 
a file of soldiers. 

Part of a farm had been hired by the agents of 
the Galveston Bay and 'rexas Land Company, of a 
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colonist settled oo the Trinity river. On approaching 
it, in compa11y with n friend, on a visit, while walking 
along the bank of the river, we discovered, in a low, 
marshy spot sometimes overfiown by the rising of 
the stream, the largest alligator I ever saw, lying 
motionless, Uko a great log. We ventured, without 
nny apprehension, within point blank shot, though 
nothing would ha,•e induced me to plo.ce myself 
wilhio bis reach. We both took deliberate nim and 
fired : anu perceived by his motions that we had 
given him rather a serious wound, though both of 
us were so ignoro.nt of the animal Lbat we fired at 
parts of lhe body almost at a venture. He seemed 
to be in a passion, raising his gr~at upper ja\V1 

showing his Leeth and occasionally turning over 
and O\•er like a stuck hog. He endeavored to escape, 
and to reach the river, but was not able to get along 
without difficulty, and made little progress for an 
hour and a half, during which we were occupied in 

attempts to kill him. We struck him with fifteen 
or sixteen balls in succession, before he was so fur 
disabled, that we were emboldened lo approach him. 
We at last got a rope round him near the head, and 
fouod tl1aL he had losl blood, particularly from a hole 
in the neck made by the first shot. He measured 
sixteen feet, and had been a mosl formidable animal, 
though now, to all appearance, scarcely alive. We 
Lied the rope fast to a heavy log, intending to preserve 
his skin : but on returning next morrung were 

11'" 
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surprised to find the rope broken and the moo!:lcr 
gone. A few days afienvnrds · we found him de:~.d 
in the river, with the remainder of the rope on h~ 

neck. 
The potatoes planted here it was afterwards found , 

although they grew rapidly, were put into the ground 
too late. They should have been sown in Fcl>ntnry, 

inst.ead of the end of :r.:I.arcb. They appeared to 

flourish remarkably well ; but it was afterwards 

found, on digging them, that when they bad grown 

about as large as a walnut, they started on n second 

growth, and were thus good for nothing. The 

northern corn, brought by the agents from the 

United States, grew so rapidly, tbat although it dtd 
not rise high, it put out cars near tlte ground, and 

promised to come speedily to maturity. But the 
husks burst open when it began to ripen, which 

exposed the ears to the black birds ; and they would 

strip them half bare in a. moment, and then cat 
the kernels aL pleasure. To prevent the ravng~ 

of these birds, it is the custom of the farmers to 
break the stalk just below the ear with a. blow of 

an iron bar, and then bend il downward, so that they 

cannot strip it, as they would have to pull upwards. 

The agents planted southern corn also, but never 
got any valuable return from it; for although there 

was no bursting, the birds seized it in the milk and 

made great hnToc. It was remarkable that the field 

planted by the owner of the laud, did not sufler, 
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although separated from their's only by n cart 
path. Thi~ they were inclined to attribute to the 
fact that hi~ was 11 lillie Inter; and their's being 

iinst attnckcd by the bird:J €erved them until the 

other WllS too old. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Point Bolivar.-Arri.-.1 of tho Culi.-Rcr d:111geroWI aituation.
Ereruons for her reliU-Buald a but.-Our guteu.-Their depart· 
ure.-A ~ehooner ..,.ec.lted.-Labona f~Jr the e.fety of the crew aud 
po.esengera. 

ON the fourth of April, after spending three more 

days at Anahuac, I set out again for the coa.~t, in 
the same manner, and with the same company ns 

before. We reached South Bay that evening, and 

encamped again on the shore. Our only design 
was now to await the arrival of t.he Climax from 

New-York, which was reported to ha\'e hcen seen 
I • 

below, and as it was to brmg out settler!! for the 

Company, would doubtless bring out letters a.Lso, 
with instructions. 

From the point where \Ve were, we were not able 

in the morning to ascertain our position so exnctly, 

as to decide how far we were from the shore of tbe 

Gulf: for the Pmirie which stretched away to the 

south appeared to us to meet the sky. We therefore 

sailed along the shore towards Point Bolivar, but 

bad not proceeded far, when we perceived something 
beyond the land in that direction, which we were 

confident mu,4. be the masts of a vessel ; and draw-
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ing up our boa~ where it would be out of the reach 

of the water, we set off on foot across tho Prnirie, 

to ascertnin mure about it. We found several mnr:;h

es, and ponds or crl'!eks, which intercepted our course, 

and, in seeking to get round them, we at length got 
separated from each other about a mile. We had 

uot very far to go however before we discovered the 

Gulf of Mexico, full before UR1 and ascertnined that 

we. had wnlked nero-<:; Poilll BoUwl.r, the eastern cape 

of Galveston Bay. Galveston Island, which lies 

just off its moulh, stretched along on our right, nnd 
nearly in front of UE, and just within it:; eru;tern 

point, we saw a schooner which appeared to lie upon 

a shoal. On tbe beach we percei\•ed a gentleman 

and Indy, with no attendant nnd no boat, and were 

at a loss to imnginc how they came there. 

One of my companions joined them before I came 
up, and when I approached introduced them as Mr. 

and 1\lrs. Burnet, from New Jersey, who having 

come out to settle on the an Jacinto, in the schooner 

Cull, bad run on the bnr the preceding night, nod 

had just been lnnded by tbe Captnio, who had gone 

back to the vessel for more of the passengers. From 
the account they gn\•e us of the situation of Lhe 

ves:~cl, we were filled with the grealeSt anxiety for 

the peraoos still on board, who were apprehensive 

that she would go to pieces in half an hour, and long 
before they could be got on shore, as they had lost 

their onrs, nod the boat could not land more than 
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two at a time. 'When 1\lr. BurncL came off, the 

people were throwing every thing overboard they 

could lay their bands on, and considered them::;ches 

in a most desperate situation. "r c now felt that our 

presence at that place with our boat was moot fortu· 

nate; and without delay ronde our way back again 

across lhe point, launched her, nod rowed wtth oll 

speed two or three mites to tuo cod of Point Boltvnr. 

We had supposed tbnl we might be able with due 

exertion to reach the \'esscl in an hour'11 lime: but 
as soon as we turned the point, we found the force 

of the wind against us so great, that we could not 

make any considerable progress, until two of us took 

the painter and dragged it by walking in the surf, 

leaving one of our number to sLeer. This was 

severe and unpleasant labor, and we made far I • 
speed than we wi:;hed, as we feared that delay might 

be death to those in the schooner. Tho beach i:1 

smooth and uniform, and not encumbered with 

rocks: for the whole southern region of 'l'exas is 

entirely de..litule of stones-e\'en of pebbles; but 

yet the incessant rolling in of the swell from the 

gulf rendered our progress very difficult, and we were 
unable to go out beyooJ the breaking of the surf, 

on account of the greater depth of water. The uews 

we bad come so far to obtain now appeared of no 

moment, compared with the safety of so many of 

our fellow creatures; and though Mr. D. had inform

ed us that there were letters for us in the Cull, we 
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had lost nil our impatience to obtain Lhem. We sa.w 
articles of different descriptions floating here and 
there, which ba.d been thrown overboard from the 
schooner, nud particularly two large things like hogs

heads, driving before the wind nbreasL of us up 
between Point Bohva.r and tbc Island. 

We llm:1 labored two hours, when having got off 
~ninst the schooner, we rowed out to her, and f(Jund 

that four or lh·e of the passengers bad already been 
landed by the CnpLa.in, buL those remaining were 
still engaged in throwing overboard bricks, plank, 
&c. They soon desisted, however i and the wind 
and sea having somewhat. subsided, the danger 
nppeared I~ threatening. \Ve refreshed ourselves 

on board; and having remained no hour or two, 
returned to the shore, landing not fur frorn the 
Point. We chose a spot where most of the things 
thrown from the schooner bad been driven on the 
beach; and immediately began to mise a shelter 
under which we mighL sleep in comfort. This was 
nece.<~Snry, as on the wide Prairie ancl the long sand 

beach there wns nothing to be seen. We first drove 
a plank obliquely into the sand, and then, with some 
nails which had been brought from the Cull, fastened 
a number of boards to it side by side in an upright 
pogilion. Then, by laying oLber boards from the 

tops of these to the ground, and boarding up the end 
towards the wind, we soon had a good shelter pre-
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pared against. the night air, the sun and the rnin. 

Few articles of convenience hnd been brouglll on 

shore, either in the bont.s or by the \\'0.\"C$. \\ e lmd 

to content ourselves with laying boards on the sand 

to ~:leep upon, (which one of our number jocooely 

named i'\ew-York feather beds,) and bad nothing 

t.o spread upon them but n blanket for each person. 

Ha,•ing completeJ our house nod nrrnnged the furni

ture, we observed something singular floating ncnr 

us in the water, and found to our s;1.tisfnction thal it 

was a tin coffee cup; and soon after found severn! tin 

cups, kettles, &c. which had ilio been thrown over

board. Making n fire upon the beach, we invited our 

new friends t.o panake of our poor h0:3pitality, and soon 

formed n supper pmty, and highly relished our coffee. 

It was surprising t.o u.s all that we were nble to sleep 

soundly on such bard couches, and thnl we felt 
greatly refreshed from all our fatigue when we woke 

in the morning. What was panicularly gratifying, 

was that a lady, t.otnlly unaccust.omed to hnrd.hip'!, 
and thrown thus suddenly upon an inhospitable, and 

but for us an uninhabited shore, in a country wbiclt 
she had never before seen, should so soon recover her 

strength after the indifferent accommodations afforded 

by a mere but upon the beach. 

We bad received our letters in the mcnn time j 

and io one of mine I found one of the roOt>t beautiful 
little pieces of scrip ever purchased. The design an<\ 
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execution showed the skill of an artist; and I could 
not but compare its value with that. of twenty thou
snnll acres of land. 

By tbe .first. light of morning we discovered with 
joy, that the schooner had got. a.fioat in the night, 
and was now sailing prosperously along abreast of 
us towards the entrance of Galveston Day. Our 
companions, therefore, bidrung us o. ha.St.y adieu, put 
off to her in the boat., and lefl us to occupy ourselves 
as we might in that lonely spot. It was a calm and 
pleasant day, and we sauntered about., wishing for 
the arrival of the Climru:, a vessel preparing to sail 
for Galveston from r ew-York when I left there. The 
wind wns so lighL during the day, that the Cull 
remained in sight till near night. .Among the few 
incidents of the day, I may menlion the appearance 
of a hog on the Prairie, to which we gave chase, 
hoping to obtain a supply of pork for our larder: but 
though we did our best to dri.ve him towards the 
point with the hopes of getting a sbot at him, after 
many races and doubliogs be got off and we lost 
him. We at first supposed the animal must have 
strayed from some farm at no great distance, as we 
still could not divest ourselves of the idea tha~ such 
a country must be iuhabiLeO: but we aflenvards 
found, lbnt there wns ooL a human being in o.oy part 
of tbo.t region nearer tban about eight miles ; and 
the hog had probably been long running wild . 

.AB evening approached we prepared our supper, 
12 
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and were seated at it when we were aurpri,-ed nt the 
reappearance of one of the pa!":;engers of the Cull, 
who informed us that the schooner hnd ngnin ground
ed, and lay in a dangerous situntion n lillie wny up 
Galveston Bay. The two agents of the Lund Com
pany immediately took the boat anti proceeded ngain 
to the aid of the vessel, lea\ ing us to rellect on 
the singular circumstances in which we were. 
The passengers of the Cull evidently plnced grent 
reliance upon us not only for assistnnce, but for 
advice, and were as ready to be guided by our opin
ions as if we bad been pilots ou that con:;L for ) ears, 
while we were almost entirely ignorant of the sen, 
and had been thrown seasonably in their wny only 
through our ignorance of the place. In the morning 
the Cull was again afloat, nod making snit proceeded 
up the bay, towards the San Jacinto river, where, as 
I have before mentioned, Mr. Burnet bad prepared 
to erect a steam saw mill. 

I forgot to mention, that the objects which we bad 
seen floating up the bay, and had mistaken for 
hogsheads, were the boilers intended for the mill. 
It was a little remarkable, that l.he manufacturer in 
New-York bad declared, tho.t, in cnse of shipwreck, 
they would be safe, as he ho.d stopped nod caulked 
them with care. Such an opportunity was now 
offered for an experiment. We afterwards learnt, 
that these great boilers, which were thrown overboard 
only to lighten the vessel, were driven by the wind 
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along the coast up lhe entrnoce of the bay, and 
finally to its western shore, where they were after
wards found uninjured, after a chance voyage of 
about ten miles. They are now in Mr. Burnet's 
saw mill on tlte an Jacinto rh•er. 

The next day nn event occurreu which afforded 
us new occupation, and bani~hed the recollection of 
the Cull nud ber concerns. We bad ouserved a 
little pilol-bont buill schooner making towards the 
bny from tlte eastward, and after she had got within 
the ~;heltcr of tlle i$lant1, we had a visit from the 
Cnptain, who had disco\'ercd our habitation, and 
COIJ1C on shore to spend tbe night. We invited him 
into our tlwclliug, and learnt that be had chartered 
his vessel in New Orlean.,, for L\\TO hundred dollars, 
to two I• roochmeo who were passengers on board, 
and were going to Anahuac with a lond of colfee, 
whi~key and claret. Just. orr the island they had 
fallen in witu a clum:;y boat belonging to Colonel 
Bradburn, which he had senl, with a captain and 
four Mexican soldiers, to 13razos river, to see about 
cutting limber. As their boat was a dull sailer, they 
bad got on board the schooner. 

I woke in the night quite indisposed, and heard 
the wind blQwiug violently nnd the roar of the sea. 
Wben the light permitted, we discovered lho masts 
of the schooner only above the water, which was very 
rough, with a signnl of distress .Oyiog at half-mast, 
and nothing of the hull vi.tlible except a mere corner 

• 
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of the deck. Our apprehensions were naturally 
excited for those on board j but it was evidently 
impossible to afford them any relief in so high n sen. 
We were therefore obuged to content ourseh·es with 
looldng on i and thus we spent t<cvernl hours gazing 
at the vessel in her forlorn condition, being JU<:t able 

now and then to perceive some of the mea, appar
ently engaged at work. 

It was perfectly evident that there wns no posBi
bility of rendering any assistance to the ve." el under 
present circumstances, or e,·en of obtaining any 

information concerning the condition of the crew 
beyond what we possessed. l\ly companion-. there

fore sought occupation by n wulk into the interior, 
while I remained in the but, suffering under the 
symptoms of fever. I betook my:;elf to my hard 
bed, and after listening a while to the ince5allt roar 
of the winds and waves fell asleep. Afler :;ome 
time I started from sleep with a belief that the build
ing was on fire, and felt much of the wild agitation 

of a fe\erish dream, it being some time before I could 
convince myself that every thing was safe, and 
realize with distinctness recent events which hod 
occurred in that solitary place, on the margin of the 
Gulf of Mexico, which was still roaring ns before, 
and dashing against the shores and the feeble liule 
vessel, which appeared to retain its former position. 
The idea of fire, which at first so strongly impres!"('d 

me, I think may have arisen from the flapping of a 
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corner of my red silk handkerchief in the air, as it 
blew ncnr my fnce as I lay; for it fluttered about 
like flames blown by the wind. 

Feelmg re,·ivcd by the rur, I sought my friends, 
whom J Jound catching crabs in a bayou not far off; 
and hu' iug a keen appetite I joined them iu eating 
a largo quantity. Kindling a fire and putting them 
into n b01hng pot, we had n highly relit~hed feast; 
which .. ccmed to restore me to health, as my unfa
vorable t~pnptoms gradually di,;nppeared. 

The winu and waves having somewhat subsided 
about two o'clock, the Captain, accompanied by one 
of our companion., in our boat, v~itcd the ves:;el ; 
but they found tltose on board so anxious to land, 
that they kept nt a di::~tanco nwbile deliberating what 
to do. The situation of the schooner wns worse 
than we had apprehended. he bad sprung aleak 
in the night and t~unk on the bar as low as she could 
go do" n, leaving only a corner of her quarter deck 
above boan.l ; and the boat had been stove, so that 
the mtJn had now beeu for many hours in tbe water 
up to their tniddle.", and were much exhausted. As 
the boat could bold but four; the Capcain insisted 
that tbe crew should promise to place in it only the 
two wealcct~L. This was agreed to; and they selected 
the two Frenchmen, owners of the cargo, one of 
whom was helpless, and had to be lifi.Cd in. We 
were anxiously waiLing for them on their arrival, 
and much corumi crated the unfortunate strangers, 

12• 
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who were consigned to our care under sucb painful 
circumstances. One of them could but just utter n 

few words, while the other was so far exhnu~ted, 
that he could neither speak nor stand. The boot 

immediately returned to the vessel, while the three 

of us who remnined took the poor men up to our 

habitation, wrnpped them in blankets, admini"tercd 

n little whiskey, ln.id them down near the fire, nnd 

rubbed them briskly to quicken the circulation. 

They soon began to feel better, and in two hours 
were nearly restored. It wns aOecting to see their 

expressions of gratitude, which they made by nll the 

means in their power: our ignorance of their lan

guage not allowing much intelligible conve,~ntion. 
Before they were quite well the boat came ashore 

agnio, rowed by the male of the schooner, who 

appeared strong and active, and \1rought two or three 

persons with him. After standing a little while by 

our fire, however, much to our surprise, he began to 

lose his strength, and was unable to make any exer

tion, though not at first conscious of it himself. He 
wished to return with the boat, to aid th01;e still 

remaining on board, but found himself unable to 

hold an oar. In a short time his condition gave us 

serious alarm, and we tried to keep him up by exer

cise, taking turns with each other in running with 

biro by holding him up, for about an hour. We 
had learot that soon after tbe accident., the crew, 

having got at a demijohn of whiskey, made such free 
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usc of it lhnt it was exhausted in the course of the 
forenoon. To this and the want of food we attri
buted their extreme exhaustion since the supply bad 

failed. 
Tho boats brought on shore two at a time until 

all were landed. 'fho Captain of tho Mexicans nud 
one of hie soldiers were so far gone when they landed 
thnL they were qnilC speechless; but under our 
tre:1tmcnt they were graduo.lly rcsLored to strength. 
We had now n large family to pro\·ide for; and 
though it wns a light task to feed four, our number 
being now fifteen. it required forethought. Happily 
we were well supplied with severn! kinds of food in 
considerable quantities, viz: flour, pork, and coffee, 
and could obtain oyeters and crabs to any amount 
by a liule labor, while the birds on the Prniric might 
be had for the , booting. W c set the 1\!exicnos to 
making bread, to see how \Veil they understood it, 
that we might learn something from tbem ; but 
found that I he method I had proposed, though J had 
never tried it, would prove more to our taste. '!'hey 
made very thin cakes of flour nod water, and lnid 
them nmong the coali:i without regard to cleanliness; 
and these, wilb clnrel and whiskey for some and 
coiTee for others, formed our supper. 

In the morning we found that the schooner re
tained her position. I undertook to make bread, 
and by getting some fa.L from a bit of pork which I 
Jl\Clted in the frying pan, mixing it witb.llour and 
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water, and baking rolls in the same utensil, succeed
ed to my wishes. 'rhe sen being now cnlm, four 

or five of us rowed off in one of the boots to the 
vessel; and after opening the hatches, got out as 

much of the cargo o.s we could take to ~be laud. 
We got out fifteen or twenty casks of whiskey, 
wbirh we towed ashore, and took in the boat about 
the same number of bags of damaged coffee, hooked 
up from the cabin some of the Frenchmen's clothes, 

and took off the sails and rigging, and n few other 
articles of different descriptions. At the close of dny 
we bad done a good deal of work, and provided our

selves with a considemble amount of goods such as 
they were. 

. . 



CHAPTER XVI. 

l'irillo I Itt! COOl! (conlin!Ud.)-. ingubmy of our ~ilion. Ral ~ 11 

lhg4ta1T.-Our n:eour(l~.-:-ni ·, ploHr, ducb, dtt:r.-Pcllca~ 
gulla.-Optical defect In glllll. 

\V E couhl now ret1ccl nt our lei~ure upon the 
unexpected circum-lnnet.':! in whirh we were placed. 
We hnd engngetl but n few tbys before in nn 
excun;ion of plca~urr., nftcr '..:ry little ddibcrntion, 
taking n scnnty ~upply of pro\'i-ions1 nnrl thinl<ing 
it \'er) probnblc tha.t we might meet no one before 
our return to Annhunc, or c;co nny thing of pnrliculnr 
intcre,t. 'rhe mo l intere.:ting occurrence we hnd 
nnticipatcd, wn!l the ,·,fc nn iml of one of the ex
[>eeted ve- cl:~, with letters from our correspondcnt.q, 
'\ow, we hnd alrc:tdy pn e;l through ~C\'Crnl tryiug 
scenes, had contrihutet! to the pre:;en•ntion of se\·crnl 
live.", hnd the cnre of n large number of r;trnngers 
thrown upon u-·, · nnd hntl obtained possession of n 
qunnlity of good-a, most of wh1ch we might hnvc 
clnimed ns our own fur !'alvnge. Imleed we were 
like the lord~ of the territory, might e:rercise the 
right.s of property O\'Cr the lrmd nod its productions, 
nod demnnd tribute of the sea ; for there wns no 

• previous competitor, nnd our companions were RO 
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grateful for our sen'ices, as to yield to our wishes in 
every thing. 

The next day, ba,·ing little to occupy us, and 
wishing to keep our hand:s bm;y, we undertook to 
mise a flagstaff, to attmct the attention of the Clima,, 
or any other vessels which might arrive, and enable 
them to discoYer the entrnnce of the bay, E:o difficult 
to recognize from sea. "e had f.>und a spar forry 
feet in length which bad been driven on shore; and 
having dmwn it up near our hut, nailed a board on 
to lengthen it, and decorated this with a piece of 
white cloth taken from the \'esse!, and se\'eral red 
kandkerchiefs so arranged ns to bear t:Omc re:;em
blance to a flag. Having attached to it a lanyard, 
with some difficulty we mkcd it, and planted it 
firmly in the ground. We subt>equently pnid ::e\'crnl 
visits to the ves~l, whence we brought a small 
American flag, which was afterwards sub.;tituted 
for the former. 

The snipe, plover, and ducks, which abounded 
near us, afforded a considerable article of food ; and 
birds of several other species we sometimes added 
to the number. One day we were supplied with 
a large addition, by a high tide, which ro~c O\'er a 
small hollow, nnd on retiring luft a great many little 
fish, about eight inches in length, which were well 
flavored. 

We had thus abundance of game on diflcrent 
sides of us. As for deer, although we often saw 
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them on the Prairie, and though they sometimes 
started from the grass nncl ran off as we pn!!sed 
along without our guns, we knew too well their 
piercing sight and mpiJ movements to pursue them. 
It would be difficult for a person who has never 
seen a great abundance of water fowl, to imagine 
how innumerable they appeared to us at this plo.ce. 
Immense flocks were e\•er to be seen ftoatiog oo the 
bayous and filliug the air above them ; and so 
unaccustomed were they to the interference of men, 
that we easily shot n plenty of them every dny. 
Gulls in great multitudes were perpetually to be 
seen. 

But wbllt peculiarly attracted my attention and 
onen excited my astonishment, were the flocks of 
pelicans which abounded along the shores. Such 
nove !Lies to a northerner, do not soon lose their 
singularity in bis ey~. 'rbc.."C fowl are very 
gregarious, always assembling together, nnd gene
rruly were to be seen in great numbers. There 
are two species, which kept nlm081. entirely separate, 
the white and the grey. The spot on which we 
had built our hut was a few yards from a part of 
the shore, which I concluded had been their favorite 
resort. There they assembled in great numbers for 
several days after our arrival, and seemed to leave 
it with reluctance. Each flock appeared to have a 
leading bird, to which the rest paid voluntary respect, 
eo far as to follow him wherever he chose to lead, 
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walking in a single file, like a flock of geese. I 
presume I have seen a thousand together, ranged 

for half a mile along the bench. Being by no 

means a very Limit! fowl, and quite hen\") in flying, 

it was not difficult to get a fair shot at them ; but 

it was long before either of us was able to bring one 

down; nod we ne\'er killed a second. '\Ye probably 

bad fired nearly an hundred time::l without efl'ect: 

the shot, as I suppose, glancing from the strong 

feathers, for all our guns were for small shot, except 

one rifle. The pelican which was killed, was shot 

through the head, and land n large quantity of fish 

in his pouch, which would hold, I suppose about a 
gaUon. These birds also nbouull on Pelican 

Island, which li~ a little up Galvestou Bay. 

1 was roaming one morning "ithout my fO\\ ling 

piece, along the beach, when there was quite a thick 

fog ; and after passing a large quantity of the dry 

drift wood which was scattered along the sand, 

being brought from the :i\lbsissippi by the wa,es, 

I found myself near a multitude of birds of dtffcrent 
kinds, chiefly gulls. To my surprise they did not 

fly; and though I approached to wtthin a very 

short dbtance of them, perhaps three or four yard,., 

they did not appear to see me, nod continued to 

feed with the greatest unconcern. From the ob

servations I then had an opportunity to make, I 

argued that their vision WIL:I inftlrior to my own 

under those circumstances. Whether it was owing 
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to the fog or not I can only conjecture; but the 
difference between our sight was just about the 
same ns that between of n Trustee of n Land 
Comp;my, and n purcha~er of ticrip. 

Being ns yet ignomnt of the fate of 1\lr. Burnet's 
large !'team boileN, :>ince they hnd floated by us on 
the first day of our nrrh·nl, we paid a visit to Pelican 
I<~land, to see whether tbey had gone on shore 
there or not. It is two or three miles long, and 
abounds in birds, pnrticulnrly pelicans : but we 
found no trnces of what we were in search of, and 
returned. 

\\e hnd hoped our Ong tafT might serve ns a 
landmark to the Climn. ·, in cnse she hould agnin 
nppenr o{f the coast; for having ~;ailed by, ns wns 
reported, without dii>CO\'ering the pns..;age, we had 
rea. ... on to expect her soon back again. The low 
ami uniform nppenrnoce of the whole coru;t, includ
ing thnt of Gnlve:;ton Island, renders it almo t 

impos3iule to ascertain the flO:"ition of a vessel nt 
any con"idcmble di,.tnncc from the land. A day 
or two nfter our an.g had been rai~ed, the expected 
vessel reappeared. Dkicovering that she wns oll' an 
inlet, though without perceiving our signal, she 
scm her boat with five men to examine the shore, 
who, ob. erving our llng after they bad gooo some 
di tnncc, steered for it, nod lnnded about an hour 
before sunset on the bench near our but \V'c made 
them welcome, and learnt from them with greater 

13 
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certainty, every thing concerning the vessel. As 

we knew the entrance into the bay, one of our party 
set off to board her, after a litlle delay, with the 

sailors in their boat j but this was a very imprudent 
step, as what took place might have been foreseen. 

The Climax, not ~eeing the bont, aud for fear of 
the close neighborhood of the land, stood ofr n httlej 

and it was not long before it became so d!\rk, thnt 

we lost sight of both boat and vessel. It Eeemed 

inevitable that the six men must spend the night 

on the water, and this gave us 1uucb concern, as 

've knew they were unprovided, having nothing to 

eat, and only a jug of whiskey to drink. During 

the night the wind rose, and soon increased io 

violence, till we bad a gn.le, though much less severe 
than what we bad witnessed on the coasL 

It was not, however, until about three o'clock the 

nert day, that we obtained any information of their 

fate. We then discovered our companion waJkiog 

up the shore from the eastward, and learnt from 

him, that he had been exposed in the open boat all 
night on the water, bad had nothing to eat, had 

just finished a fatiguing walk of three hours on 

the level beach, having landed, as he supposed, 

about fifteen miles from us. After losing sight of 
the vessel the evening before, the men had headed 

the boat, as they supposed, for the land, dmnk 

whiskey, and lay down; but in the morning could 
see neither vessel nor land. At length, some hours 
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afler, they discovered tho shore, and on reaching it 
were entirely at a lOS$ to determine whether they 
were on the main land or on Galveston Island, 
which excited their lively anxiety, because on the 
latler1 they feared no food could be olJtninod. Not 
long aflerwnnls, howe\•er, the vessel appeared in 
sigh~ and he thought he could recognize some of 
the log;; of drift wood on the beach, though in this 
he must have been mistaken. lie therefore pro
ceeded for home on fooL, while the sailors remained 
by the IJonL 

na,•ing furnished him with necessary refreshments, 
on looking to sea about an hour allerwards, the 
vessel was discovered again. We lhen launched 
our bent and proceeded some distance towards her 
with our sail, when seeing her tack to stand off, 
and knowing we should have but little time to eail 
before it would be dark, we reflected on tlte warnings 
we had had against punmiug ships at night, nod 
put back. We then perceived lhat the Climax bad 
come to anchor. 

That night the wind began to blow \Vith violence, 
and we soon had a far more severe gale tllan any 
we had before experienced on the coast. We awoke 
occnsioonlly during the night, sufficiently to realize 
that the storm was terrible, and lbe sea most violently 
agitated : but knowing tlml we hau nothing to do, 
o.ud thinking we had nothing to fear, it did not 
long interrupt our slumbers. In the morning, 
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however, on leaving our hut, we found the sea had 
risen above the higbe:~t tides we had witnes.-:ed, by 
three or four feet, and almost reached our door. 
T he snndy beach was in some places covered by 
the waves, which rolled and dnshcd violently quite 

up into the green grn~ around us, which formed 
the margin of the beautiful Prairie. .At the same 
time the rain was fnlling copiously, nod every thing 
seemed ready to melt into the one great nuill clement. 

The wind bad been thus blowing direclly on "hore 
for several hours; and we onturnlly concluded, when 
we contemplated the scene, noll con,-idered the force 

of the storm, that the ship must have been inevitably 
wrecked. 



CHAPTER ·vii . 

Potnt Uulivar, (ronlinutd'.)~rch for the Climax along 1he cout. 
-Arliclr.s drificd on eho~t-Thc wrc:c:lt.-.\ppreherlllione of tho 
crci\·.-Exrrtioru for thrir relief.- J.anding pnU('ngt'r&-Erectlon 
of a huL-'rhc Cnrp<'nkre.-Geaenll :I l id night. 

FuLLY imprc:<~cd with the idea thnL the brig must 
bave been wrecked, nnd wi~hing to arrord aid to 
any of the crew, ns well ns to rclteve our own lively 
anxict), wrthout \\ niting to Lake food, in a heavy 
rain, we set off nhout break of dny on nn M

cu~ion nlong the coru:L to the ea.o<lwnrd, presuming 
from the direction of the wind, that if nny tbing 
had been dnven on ~hore from the ve.~,-el, we should 
find it. 'V e walked ftL-.t, nnd before we slackened 
our pnce, mu~t hn,•e goL n con~idernble distance 
from home, but yet found nothing. 'Ve began at 
lcngth to think oo~r fcnrs rmght pcrhnp:t prove ground
les~, when we dioo~co,·ered n barrel on the bench 
before u , an I w rthin o. short di Lance n box of 
bottled elder nud t .\·o f<trings of onions. The b.·mcl, 
we found, wa.-1 fillrd with vinegnr j and tho box we 
soon found mt:IIIH lo open, being quite thir:ity with 
our rupitl tWlrch. 1 cnn sny, tlrnt few draughts I 
ever took proved moro gro.tcful, than such a fino 

t3• 
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beverage under those circumstances. The idea of 

the Yessel's loss, made us press on again with re
newed "igor; and as we proceeded we found $evernl 
other light articles on the shore, such as tables, 
chairs, &c., which had evidently been thrown 

overboard. The thicknc..;;s of the air, however, did 

not permit us to see far before us. At length, when 
we had walked about four miles from our hut, and 

it had become broad daylight, we percci\•ed the 
vessel very near us, at first hardly discernible through 
the mist, sitting upright upon the bench, and dri\·en 
almost up to the gr:~.S.S of the Prairie ; her mas~.:! 

gone, but her hull apparently safe nod souucl. 'l'he 
sea was still very rough, and t;he was surrounded by 

water, as the waYes ran up n little beyond her : but 
we concluded at once, that she was too high to be 

in any manner affected by them, as we had walked 
dry-shod, the day before, along the be:lcb exaclly 
where she lay. We soon pcrcei\•ecl the men on 

board, actively engaged in throwing articles of dif
ferent kinds into the water; and their consternation 

appeared to us so unreasonable, that there was 

something almost ludicrous in it. On cliscovering 

us they expressed great surprise and gratification ; 
but the tumult of the water made it very difficult 
to hear each other's voices. They could not at first 

be convinced by our signs that they were in a state 
of perfect safety. We cnlled to them that they 
were on the main land, on the borders of a rich 
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country, and not very far from our tempornry habi
tation, hoping they would tnke a lillie cournge ; but 
they could not dbtinctly hear U'~. ·w e pro~d to 
them to launch their boot, which we Paw hnd been 
prc..;crved i but fount! they were afmid to tru~;t it 
in the wave..:, which wcrl! indeed ru~hing up and 
down around the vc.~"cl "ith cou~itlemble force. 

To show theu1 how hallow the wnter wns, I 
"nlked into it, intending to wade up to the ve.,:;el, 
\\ hich was not now more thnn ten rod,- from us. 
Aficr a fl!w !'tcp,.:, wlmt \\ n~ my !iurpri~e to lind I 
had no footing ! I sunk in uu in,.tnm into deep 
water, head nnd cnr~, nnd hncl to wim for my life; 
noel though 1 wus soon nfdy back agnin on the 
sand, wu.:~ welter than bcforl!. 'fhe bench bei ng 
n quh;k ~and, the currents cnu.:cd hy the ob~truction 
presented by the hull hncl cut il deep clmnncl on 
each l::iiJe of her, and the ,·e-~cl'" weight had been 
grndunlly crowding out the F:llld from hencnth her, 
till the had sunk und imi.Jedducl her:, If to n con:;ider
o.blc depth. 'l'his operation, ><O fmnilinrly known to 
sc..1.meu under t;imilur circllln~lllnccs, I was ignorant 
of before: but though unfavornble to a ve:;;,cl's gelling 
ofT again "hen thrown upon the !>and, it often e;ecures 
tho lived of crews and pas-cngcrs. At length they 
were prevailed upon to launch their boat; nnd '"hen 
they were informed of their situntion, they became 
quite cnlm, nnd begun to land their pa~~engers, of 
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whom there were thirty or forty, who bnd come to 

settle in Texas. 
From the darkness, the thickness of tho weather, 

nod their ignorance of the coast, the Captain had 
been under an apprehension that he wns on a shoal, 

(for he had not ~.en ab!e to see the land distinctly,) 
and had been throwing things overboard for three or 
four hours. ·we did what we could to aid the land
ing of the passengers, taking the women and children 
first; and worked in the water for a full hour. 
Having at length seen them all on shore, and finding 

we could be of oo further service immediately, we 
proposed to return home to breakfast. 'l'he Captain 

had informed us that his vessel bad sprung nleak, 
and the water wns in the cabin. This, added to her 

position, convinced us that she wns lost, and there
fore there remained but one course to be pursued, 
which we told them they must adopt without delay. 
Thi:; wus to build a large but on the land, make 

themselves as comfortable as possible, and take such 
measures as they could to get to Anahuac, whither 

they were bound. 
We returned home tired and hungry, taking in 

our way the remains of the cider, the onions, ancl a 
bottle of vinegar, which, added to our breakfast, (or 

rather dinner,) of raw salt pork were highly relished 
on arriving at our hut, about noon, after fasting all 

the morning. In a short time we set off again for 
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the wreck, lendng the .Mexican~ and Frenchmen, 
ns we tllought dtey could do no good, and they were 
,·ery obedient to all our directions. 

Ilnpp1ly there were aruong the pa-~engcr<~ in the 

vessel two \'Cry good carpenters, who~c l!ervicc.q pro
ved highly important in con tructing a hnbitntion, 
while mnterinls were obtnincd in nbundnne<', from 
tbo~e brought out for the erection of huilding". ·w c 
rendered them whnt tts:!i~tnnce we could; nnd they 
soon hnd pitched l'C\'crnl tents, nrndc of snit" ; and 
pr()(lucing !'Uch prod ion.,, utcn il , &c. ns they could, 
con\'enicntly come nt, begnn to lind thernsclnJn in n 

situation comparnti\'ely comfortnhlc. The !:'hip's 
cook, n lnrgc negro, \\'8.'1 'particularly ncti\'e during 
the d:ly, for nl>!:'tinencc nntl f.<ttiguc had rentlt·red 
h~ \'OCntion doubly importnnt. 'l'hi;; fdlow, who 
wa~ strong nnd quite skillful in his prof< ~ion, bore 
the nnrnc of ncnernJ ~lidnight, nnd 60111Ctimes ren
dered us also obli~in~ rrvkcs. On our return home 
at night, \Ve took with 11 c\-cr.ll men who hntl no 
accomrnodntion>i ns }'l't pro\'idctl for them ; nnd m 
tho morning, ncumling to arrangements made willl 
the Captain, furni,hcd !'C\ ern! barrel.: of flour nnd 
some other nrticlei! '' hich we hn.d sH·e,J from the 
New Orlean; vessel, in exchange for ohjcclll more in 
demnnu with us. 

The poor Frenchmen, whcx.c property tlwy hnu 
been, seemed rnthcr tiorrowful ns we rolled the bar
rels to the bont, but I lllUtiL do them the justice to 
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say, that they oOered no objection. They must 
ha•e realized the circumstances in which we were 

placed. In the first place, they doubtless owed us 

their lives; then, it was to be recollected, we hnd a 

lt;,aul claim to most of the property for sahnge; and 
thirdly, after ha¥ing done all in our power for their 

comfort, by sharing house and food with them, ncce.;

sity required a sacrifice of some of the remaining 

goods for things of i·hich we all stood in equal 
need. 

Things went on well at the wreck, and, every 

visit we pajd to the ~pol, we found some new im

provement. All were anxious to remove ns ooon as 

possible: but as yet it wns difficult to fix on any 

plan likely to be soon carried into effect. Finding 

how skillful the carpenters were, and having n.sur
tainP-d that they were boat-builders also, I recom

mended to them the eon:4ruction of a boat to tran-<port 
themselves to Anahuac with their toolq, which were 

very valuable. I was confident that no other means 

could be obtained without expen,oe1 and thnl the 

boat would command a good price nt any time. 

Among these unfortunate people, thus ca£tt on shore 

in a strange land, I hnd every day occn.sion to retlect 

ou tbe advantages of a practical education. Here 

was a body of men almo,t entirely dependant for 

their comfort on two of their number, though some of 

them perhaps hnd been trained in early life in n more 

expensive manner, nod with superior expectation~. 
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Actively engaged, and sen~iblo of rendering them
selves useful, these two were among the bnppie.<;t of 
the enure company, while they enjoyed the gratifi
cation of knowing, that they !<hould find abundant 
nod protitnbl~ employment nt the first settlement 
they might reach. 



CHAPTER XYIII. 

P<~iol Boli\"IU', (Omtinutd.~;\1rssc·l'l;'CI'll from .\ 111\IJUIC to learn our 
I'Al<!.-Rctum thither.-..\ uighl on llirtl blan•l.- 'ingular .hrub8. 

-Birds, nesu, qr,;s, 11 random eho1.-l'uio1 &livar. 

WE bad now been a fortnight on the const., during 
which we bad :;uch constnnt nnd vnried occupation 
as scarcely to think o.>f Anahunc, or of whnt conclu
sions our friends there wouhl be likely to form con
cerning the cau3e of our absence. \Ye hntl propo
sed but a short excursion of two or three days nt the 
ulma$, and they knew that our pro\·i ion wus smnll, 
and o~r boat fmil. If we hm\ rellcctctl1 we might 
haxe presumed thnt their nnxicty would be highly 
excited. But we Jid not reflect or1 the subject ; nnd 

were at. fir:;t much !'Urprisccl when we w, three or 
four days after the wreck of the Climax, two hoots 

arri~e at our habitation, with !'e\'eml men from Ann· 
huac, who had come with long fncc~ to illf(uirc nft.er 
us, well persuaded thnl we had peri hcd in the bay 
of Gahe;;ton, or the Gulf or 'i\Iexico, where they 
suppo:red we bad been exposed in ::.oundiog the chan· 
nel. They met us with joy, nnd we received them 
wilh n::tonishment, until we bcgnn to reflect, when 

their anxiety nppen.red both nnturnl aml friendly. 
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One of tbe boai.:. belonged to the Lnnd Company, 
and the other to Colonel llrnuburo-a flat vCtiSC11 

which be hnd built m the pro,·incc, and &ent down 
under command of one of Lafillo's old pirates. 

The nppCArauce of tbe boai.B from tho interior wns 
gratifying to the colony on the coru t below us: but 

they soon rl!alizcd that they wouiU ha\'e to pay a 
high price for o. conveynnco to Anabunc: Col. Brnd
b~ro proposing to charge for the frdght of articles 
from the wrock twiw ns much as they paid for 
bringing them from l.\ew-\ ork. The carpenters 
found that the n.dnce the} had followed wns very 
good : for they had begun to build o. boat of mate
rin.ls partly pickCll up on the bc:u:b, nod pnrtly taken 
from tho v I. They had hown e\·cry dispooit.ion 
to be guided by my opinion : for they hnd brought 
out letters to me, and knew that I bad some knowl
cJge of the country, while they hn.d none. 

That clay we were scr\'cd with a fC3St of peculiar 
clclicncy: for lu\\'ing been om with our gun , we ho.d 
obtnincd n gro.'\l number of birds and wnter fowl, 
nod com111itting them to the care of Genernl l\1id
nighl, they uuule a fine rulditiou to the simple food 
which the tor nlfordcd. The people nround u~, 
newly nrrivcd in thnL fertile country, vilnwd the 
nbuudnnt gnmc on the Prnirics with ru; much surprise 
as we hnd done, and considered it a great foot to kill 
two or throo urocc of tlucks in tho cour o of n morn
ing ramble, while to us it wns rather a piece of 

11 
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condescension to spend our powder on them. The 
colonists, who during the storm bad regarded the 
coast oo which they were thrown with so much 
apprehension1 had been so much struck wilb admi
ration at the appearance of fertility and beauty m 
the landscape around them1 that they had contem 
plated making a settlement ~;omewhere ncar t.he spot 
where they had pitched their tentt;: but the accoum 
they now heard from our \·i.-iters made them relin
quish this idea1 and turned aU their attention to other 
subjects. 

Thinking we were in some measure bound to 
relieve the anxiety of our friends at Antlbuac, I set 
off the next morning1 l\;t.h the Cnpuuu of the Oli
mnx in his boot, as be was going to make arrnnge
ments for the sale of the wreck and cargo, being 
uncertain whether they were iruured or not. " ' e 
were accompanied by one of the boots which had 
come down, and bad a prosperous paa.sngc of 11i\.ty 
miles to Anahuac. There I met with 1\lr. Heyne, 
(whose house I had visited before, ns the reader will 
recollect;) and as be wbbed to purchase a ~il for ht.:> 
boat which he bad brought with him from Old 
River, he invited me to return with him to Point 
Bolivar, which I cheerfully acceded to. 

On our way down Galveston Bay, as night ap
pronched1 we found ourselves near n "rnnU i land 
which I bad noticed oo the pasl'age up1 on account 
of the remarkable number of birds which were 
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coostanlly flying over it. Mr. Heyne, who Wll8 well 
acquainted with every spot in this region, proposed 
to spend the night on the little island. The moon 
was shining bright when we approached it, and I 
obser\'ed Lhal iL \Vas overgrown with shrubbery, 
intermingled with prickly pears, about six feet high. 
The croaking a.od other notes of birds convinced me 
that the islnod wns no less a roosting place by night 
than a resort by day. :My older companion, witll nll 
the familiarity of experience, immediately began to 

prcp!lrC for supper, nssifted by his son, nbout nineteen 
yenr~ of nge, whom 1 did not mention before; while 
I took the old man's gun, '' hich was nry long, and 
walked round to tho opp0:1it.e side of the land. 
There 1 wns ast.oni:,hed to find n multitude of fowl, 
geuemJly white, roo.~ling on lhe !lbrubbery, so thickly 
standing side by side, tl1al it eemed almost like a bank 
of snow. .After ob:;erring them for a time, as closely 
ns the moonlight would allow, I di..:;cbargcd my henYy 
looded oltl guo into Lho nudst of them, thinking I 
might thus easily secure au abundant breakfast for 
our tiule parly. But the confusion with which I 
thUll aurrotancled myself perfcclly dismayed me 
flundreds, indeed I think I might say thousands of 
b1rds in~otamly flew up, w1th such a fiult.ering, and 
screaming, wtd yelling, that no I'.Cene of noise nnd 
hubbub I ever wilu~ed could be o.t. all compared 
with it. I was now in lhc very mitlsl of such o. 
crowd of fowls as I brul before only seen from n dis 
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tance i and they must have their organs of hearing 
very diflerently hung or regulo.ted from min~ or they 
never could put up with the company of each other. 
After I hnd rero¥ered from the fir>:<t !'luuning caused 
by their uu.,peaknble din o.nd confusion, I bcgnn to 
leave the ~pot, and wns glad to find myself soon in 
the company I had left, and to ucar their voices nl 

some little dbtance, as they gradually ceased their 
varioWI nole::l, nod began to setlle ngnin upon their 
roosts. 

Our supper was already on the highway of prepar
ation, under the care of ::Ur. IIeyne, who wn mo.king 
the best use of the materinls at his command, and 
soon presented me with one of those finu cups of 
coffee which I nlmO:>t invariably met with in Tc:~:as. 
Dmwing up and turning over our boat, toprendiug 
our blankets upon the ~rounJ, ~tnd \\Tapping our
selves in our clonks, we then lay dowu ; nod the 
birds nod ourselves, I believe, were silenced by o. 

sound sleep in as short a time o.s I bn\'C taken to teU 
of it. As u.,;U3l in th<lf'e times, I scarcely wnkcd Ill. 

all until early morning, and then rot;C refrC!!h~l and 
in fine spirit.:;. Xot doubting that the old gun hnd 
done some execution on the preceding evening, I 
determined to pay o. \-h;it to tbe spot : but I found 
objects of wonder before I arrived at it. 

I now perceived, on looking more closely around 
me, that the litlle island, which had n 1006c, stony, 
sandy soil, was almost covered with bushes about 



TO TEXAS. 169 

tlis: feet in height, which grew 90 thick nato be of\.cn 
impenctrnble by m:tn, though nbouncling with birds 
of diOi!rl!nt kind , which tm\·ersed the ground be
neath with gre:ll freedom. The most nnimnled 
Etenc surrounded me: for wherever I wcm nnd on 
wbo.tc\·er ~itlc 1 looked, e\'ery bu. b nod nlmost every 
twtg .. cl.ltnetl to he occupi d by feathered tenants of 
some ,.izc nlllltlcscription or other. On reaching t.bo 
pot where I bntl firotl into the bushes tho evening 

previou , I wn.<~ not urpri ed to fiud t.bnt my shot 
hntl tnkcn 'rTcct: but I wn_ nstoni:.hed lO see nboul 
twenty wntl.lr fowl lying denu upon the ground. 
These were gcnernlly bird of considemble eize1 

thou~lt ·ome of litem 1 cd only upcrior longi
tude: for nmong those I picked up were bodies noL 
bigger thnn n rnnll duck's mountetl on legs meas
uring n foot mad n half below the knee. Ahn06t nil 
of them hnd plumng11 nbuodnm nnd white, or bor
dering on pink, nod nocks long enough to keep up n 
conncxion with the earth. I howcJ roy prizes to 
my Cl.:J.Cricuced C:Onlfl!llliun, who immediately toll· 

demncJ the \\' ltulc lot ns gooc.l for absolutely nothing; 
nnd they were of courec rejected. 

We proceeded a little further nmoog tho bushes, 
when we fouud the birds multiplied beyond n.ny 
thing 1 had ever imagined. 'l'beir nests were placed 
so near n.t1 nlrnost to touch C.'\ch other, the ground 
wo.s hnlf covcret.l with eggs of different colors nnd 
sizC:3, which bact fallen out; nod the chntt.eriog 

11' 
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every where was almost deafening. There was 
something pccutin.r in the growth of the bushes, 
which were generally of nu uniform height, nnd nt 
once so flat on the top and so strong, t.hnt after get
ting up I could walk upon them for se\·ernl rods, sh: 
feet from the ground. There were multitude.-~ more 
of nests to be seen, built ,ide by side, while on the 
interior Dhd lower boughs every spot seemed occupied 
which was capable of sustaining t.be habitation of n. 
In.rge bird or n small one. Not\\"ithDtnnding the 
confusion of sounds, of n.rrnngement.s and of occupa
tions n.mong those busy creatures, no colli:,ion sccrncd 
to take plo.ca in bu~incs,;, nod no jealousies were 
betrayed by neighbors. My comrade explained the 
reason for so many eggs being found on the l!nnd, 
by telling me that the season of hatching hnd been 
for some time past. This was confiru1ed by the 
abundance of young fowl every where to be seen on 
the ground, and in many of the n(l;)ts, as well ns by 
the wortbles:;n~ of Lbe few first eggs which we 
gathered nod broke. The vnriet) of nppenrancu 
n.rnong the bird3 was increased by the number of 
young ones, some of which were very unlike the 
parents, nod others seemed to be of double their 
size. In some io_.;tnnces a chick or two would be 
seen, too young or too lazy lo tnke care of them
selves, yet. filling alone brim-full a nest as large as n 
crow's, before they bad ever left home. 

Mr. Heyne began to collect some of tbo eggs, 
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enying he could di:;tinguish the good ones, and had 
soon gntbered se\ ernl bntfuJis, which we took lo the 
boat Most of ll1eso were of good size, but those 
we saw varied from the size of a robiu's egg lo t.hnt 
of a duck's. 

On arriving at Point Bolivar we found nll well; 
and on proceed10g to the wreck !enrol tbnt arrange
ments were nearly mnde for selling the \'C:>SCI nod 
cargo at auction. 'rhe various nrridc.:> of merchan
dise, sail", rigging, furniture, &c. were collected in 
lots; and the tiil.le at length commenced : several 
persons from .Anahuac, nod !:'Ome of tbc p~engera 
appearing as purchn:·ers. The price.'! were, on the 
whole, nboul n.q frwomble as could hnvo been ex
pected under ~uch circumstances. 

Here we now found ouraelvcs, !rurrouodcd by more 
companions in mi~forlune. 'l'he emigrants in the 
Clima.x, who~o nrriml had been apprehended rather 
than de:iired, under cxi!iting circum~tnnce.<~1 had now 
come, to expcrioucc tbe 0\'Crthrow of nil their hopes, 
and lo add to the inconveniences and trials of those 
who hnd preceded them. 11. was painful to wituess 
their disappointment in learning tbe state of t.l.aiogs, 
o.ow S<1' familiar lo oureclves; and lo amicipnte what. 
lay before them. The general ngent of lhe Land 
Company llnd come in the Cl.itnax; nod ou learning 
the facts made up hig mind to return lo the Uoilcd 
Stntes. This object be effected in n. vessel which 
offered him a pas=a.gc a few days n.fLcr his arrivalr 
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while the other agents were left to render the new 
emigrants as comfortable as they could. 

'l'he carpenters now found their prospects among 
the brightest of o.ll the pn.:<:>engers. Tbey hnd com
pleted their boat in two days, but it wad so strong 
and large that tbey tmn,;ported several pn~cngers 
to Anahuac in it, b~ide carrying o.ll their own 
property. On our arrival there, they appliccl to 
me to find them a purchaser for it; nod my old 
comrade, Mr. Heyne, was glad to get it for fifty 
dollars. Their skill was won in high demnml : for 
in that country, where land is !>O cheap and pro
ductive, the climate so f,worable and game so abund
ant, men soon lose the dll:po.sition for labor, and 
workmen of all kinds nrc generally very scarce. 
The agents of the Land Compnoy now needed 
temporary nccommodntions for the settler~ who hod 
come in the Climax ; and the carpt'ntcfd were soon 
at work, building :.hauties on coutract, and in as 
good spirits as any men I ever :;aw. And ro bUccesr 
ful were they, with olher jobd abo, that in two months 
they made about six hundred dollars. 



CIIAPTER XIX . 

• ~ullC.-Recnpturc of roy wbHo 11\\lftc.ng.-DcpMture for .13m· 
EoriA.-An old ferrylllllD and ~ m\lfta.ug.-Ricb Pn\iria 11141lt.
lallucnco of Ctimo.to.~ity of mcebllllica.-Wl.nfreY'•· 

As we approached Anahuac, we discovered mnny 
of the inhabitants assembled on tbe shore, o.wniling 
our nrrivo.l: iL being a rnre tbiog to witness such a 

sighl ns we presented with our new boat, which had 
been named the EconombL's Resource, with sails set 
nnd flng flying. When wo landed, they saluted us 
with three checm, and r~cived us with other expres
sions of welcome. 

One of lhc fiM things I did, was to inquire aflcr 
my horae, which bad been indulged wilh n long 
vacation, with those of my compnnions, on the wide 
and beautiful Prairie. 1 wns informed tbo.t one of 
our friends had been out, caught. and rode hun on 
one occasion, but that he had set 0\1ery other attempt 
to take him, in other cases, entirely at defiance, 
nllhough encumbered with bis bobble, which a. per
son unaccustomed to seeing horses so conf111ed, would 
have suvposed must have materially checked his 
speed. I took a. wo.lk upon tbe Prairie, to see-
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whether I could recapture the wild and trickish 
little spirit, by nny de,;ce or exertion. 

The Prairie looked much more green nod fertile 
thnn when I bad LmveUed upon it in coming from 
the Bmzos, l.be grru;s hnd been growing, nnd the 
leavC3 thickening their foliage during the fortnight 
which hall elapsed ; nod the variety presented by 
the groves, points, nod i,lnnds of wood, affording 11. 

new ru;pect on almost every side to which I turned, 
was remarkably rich and agreeable. It did not 6CCm 

at all surprking, that n horse, turned out for two 
week.", on so extensive and fine o. pasture, ftftcr 
performing 1\ journey, though neither long nor 
wearisome, should be un" illing to rc.: ign hi fr cd m i 
and when I discoverCtl my mu taug nt n. di tnncc, I 
perccin~d that be had become o. much nccustomecl 
to th3t mode of life, ns I had to living outho c:\coost. 
He moved with frcetlom nnd com:i,JcTftblc rapidity by 
long ~pring'!, which was the only 111anner iu \\ hich 
his confinement allowed him to go; nnd thi iugu· 
Jar gait, which J had not Fcen for some time, again 
excited my risibility, though 1 cxpect('.d it to prove 
the cause of great vexation to me, for I e:~w not 
how I ,;bould be able to overt.nke the animal if he 
felt, as I presumed, in the humor for n rncc. ~1 uch 
to my gmtification, however, on percci\ iug rneJ he 
stoocl still, nod wntcllcd me clOfcly for n liulc time, 
nod then bcgnu to approncb, evidently rcco,.niziug 
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me, nntl recollecting, ns I suppose, my old llnpped 
hat, which ho hntl been nccustorncd to, nnd which I 
till wore. 

On reaching the \'illngc, I took him too. Llnckemitb 
to Le ~hod ; lmt the mnn was bnlf drunk, nod so 
much nfmiJ of the liul~ horse, which bnd n wilder 
look than u~unl, and scemetl all tho limo reruly to 

play omc trick or other, thnt llc stood on; and would 
not come noar enough so much ll!l to hnndlo his feet. 
E\·cn nfter I bnu confined his bend by twisting his 
nose with o. wythe, the Linck mitb &till kept nloof i 
and coulll not be induced to attempt paring nway 
hi hoof, which had llccn p:mly broken, o.nd greatly 
nt:etlctl it. Afier cutting it nwny with my jnck knife, 
1 got his foot in a beucr condition, nnd then began 
to thinlc of prowcding on our journey to the uorth
w t. 

On the 30th of .\pril we left Anahuac for Bmzoria, 
by the way we camu, \ iz ; rouud lhe norlh cast rn 
corner of tl1o bny of Gah ton. The ehnllowncsa 
of this lnrgc heel of water, p:lrticulnrly along the 
northern part, and nt tho mouths of the ri\'ers which 
there f.lll inlo it., is much to be regrcucd, as it must 
grontly interfere with the COO\'enience of settlers, nod 
deny most of tho ndvnntngca nfTordoo Ly unvignble 
wntcrs, unlCSi' mc.'\n houltl be found to cut through 
the bu.r . While we were o~ Anohuo.c, the Compa
ny's o.gcnt.a ho.d ofwu to a;ufTcr incon\'enieuco from 
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the grounding of their boat in proceeding to and 
from their farm. 

-n·hen we reached the crossing place on tho 
Trinity river, we found that Mr. Heyne had cut 
down the bank, so as to render the descent to the 
shore convenient, nod had hi,; new boat, (that mncle 
by the em1graot carpenters,) in use as n ferry boat. 

\\ e bad therefore no trooblo lo apprehend from the 
unwillingness of our hon;es to leave the bank: but 
I felt some apprehen:;ions about trouble of another 
kind. I recollected the ferry at Brazoria j antl, 
although my fear:> might be unfounded, I thought 
I would neither confess nor di~regnrd them. I 
therefore requested the ferryman lo take my bridle, 
with as much apparent indifference as I could expr~!:;;! 1 
which be readily did ; but as soon as be began to 
pull upon it, my white mu;:;tang began to SCO\\l and 
leer upon him most m:>.liciously, and giving a sudden 
spring flew at h1m like lightning, as if he had in
tended lo kJII him on the spot. The old coloui t had 
seen too many mu;;tang<~ to keep hb eye ofT from 
him for a moment in such a c.."\Se: (for I leamt thnt 
this was by no menus an uncommon trick unsong 
the Texas bor;;~,) but :;tepping aside just in time to 
save bi;:; life: c: You little witch, you!'' be exclaimed, 
as the animal li~hted like n fury ou the \'Cry place 
where he had stooc.l j while I had difliculty in Sll))

pr~sing laughter: equally amu~cd at the tricks of 
the one, and the coolness and circum~pection or tho 
other. 
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On rcnching l\Ir. I Ic} no' hou e, we di"'covcrcd 
~omc otlwr tmvollers n con idcmble di-tnnce before 
u· : o cotopping only to got n draught of milk, we 
hn-;tene<l on, nnd orcrtnking them, joined their 
comrany. \V c hnd intt·ntlt)ll to ~pend the night at 
Winfrey' ; nnd fount! with pleasure tbnt he wns 
of the party. We hntl to pass, as before, by tbe 
sir)gulnr route through n pnrl of Gah·~ton Bny: 
but our cou1pnnions being fnmilinr with it, we felt 
no npprohcn ion, nntl encountered no dilflculty. 

\Yc hnd nftcrwnrds to Jllt v\'Cr another bcnutiful 
Prnirie region, whet our eyes were rcfr boo with 
the lu urinm SClCnc pr utecl on every "ide. Tho 
gm wns nearly up to the ho~ ' knooe, nnd eo 
thick nnd gr n, thnt it entirely concealed every 
trace of the blnck urfnco formed by tho burning 
of tho dry plnnts n few ' eek preceding, and wbrcb 
wns in some spot.s tli~rniblo wben we pn -ed tbi! 
wny before. In some pbces I ob!erved patches 
covered with sen itivc plnnts ; nnd in othe~ flowers 
were blooming in grent vnri~ty, while we were usu· 
ally the only Jh·ing objects to he soen. We saw 
occa..ionnlly the fino caule belonging to the fnrm9

1 

ranging O\'Ct their exton ire estates ; but in the wide 
intervals between them, we cldorn found nny thing 
but the birds posse ud of animal life. The cattle 
hnd nlready begun to show the effects of their im
proved paslurnge, nntl were remarkably fut, ),leek, 
nod vigorou11, rnnging unrcstmincd over regions 

15 
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immensely disproportioned even to their great num
bers, nod g:rnziug to their hearts' content on herbnge 
which grew tenfold faster Lbnn they could cont>ume 
iL Here were shown, in n striking mnnner, evi
dences of the imru~urnble rcsoun.:e:J of the count rr; 
nnd it is not to be wondered at, by an} pen;on 
acquainted with the nature of man, that he should 
become indolenL on n soil so rently to do n.ll hi. labor 
for him unassisted. We bnd been repeatedly loltl, 
that industrious men mtght succeed in mechanic 
arts to almost nny extent, because there were none 
in Texas to compete with them ; and the two car
penters who came in the Climax, had excited much 
astonishment by their acti\·ity at .Annlmnc. '!'his 
they might retain for a time; but a familiarity witb 
such scenes as we now wilnei:i.~ed would probo.bly 
soon dampen their zeal, n.od diminish their lo\'e of 
labor. 

At Mr. Winfrey's fine furm, and in his mau!:lion, 
so remarkable for its superior neatness and col1lforts, 
we were again welcomed. His brother·iu-law, Bar
row, has an estate bonlering upon his own. 



Rnul~ from A~hu:~c to BI'Uilria, (ccmlinurd.)-D~uro from 
\\'infr<'1'L-1'ra' tiling by I he com - A tra' rllr.r'1 talc.-Lolt 
on a Pralrle.-Rkhn of tbo act-ne.- Plo•cn, 8a>Shh·e plant., 
d«r, wi!J honc:s.-lt.t raclnf the routc.-Lynch'a.- Path through 
a caoo brake.-Captaln Ueni'J o\aatlo.- Harriaburrb. 

Tnt: next morning we wer llC(;()mpnnied some 
di tance on our wny by our host, becau e be ll8!!Ured 
u we houltl neod tlireclions, partiruln.rly nl one part 
of our roulC. llnviog bcfor~ pn ed over it with n 
guitle, we hnd noL pcrccin.'d nny difficulty. Jlnving 
proc:eedc:U some dhlllnce, nnd swum our horses 
acr()&;S Cednr cret-k, which, n.s i ccunmon wilh the 
strenm her•, is bordered by n thick wood for the 
space of ome rods on both id , we found oureeh·cs 
in n few minutes, on the verge of the brood Prairie 
beyond. From this spot, rut Mr. " tnfrey informed 
u11, our routl' lny round the hcrul of .ooe;e Creek, a 
amnii tributary of the San Jncinto. Ita counJ wo.s 
mnrked by a diFtnnt line of woodland, e1.teoding 
some miles to the righl., where it terminntcd. He 
told us that great cnre would he necessary, to nvoicl 
losing our wo.y i aod gM·e mnny direction!', for 
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which we thanked him, though we considered them 

almost unnecessflry, becnuse I had my pocket com
pass with me, and we hnd long been accustomed to 

steering by it both by land nnd water. The air 

wns somewhat thick nod misty, and the sky covercJ 

with clouds ; so that much of the time we might 
be unable to see any of the dtstnnt groves or klands 

which were scattered hero and tberc. There was, 

however, the point now in full view, and we hnd 

taken our direction on the compass; so bidding him 

good day on the borders of the wood, we proceeded 

somewhat careles<ily over the verdant and boundless 

lawn that spread before U"', in some places apparently 

to the horizon. 'Ybat acres, what miles, what 

letleaues square of the mllbt fertile land were now 

in sight, without a human inhabitant ! .And how 

easy would iL be for a manger to become bewildered 

in travelling over them! There WM not n rooll to 

be traced, not even the slightest appearance of n 

path, or of a single foot..ott.ep. If auy passenger had 

taken that course before this season, the rank herbage 

had entirely obliterated c~erv e\;dence of it. An 

unbroken surface of glll!B, intermingled here nnd 

there with beautifuJ flowers, extended oo every side 

of us to n great di.atance: in some places bounded 

by a distant grove or range of trees, and in others 

stretched far between points and islands of woodland 

till lost in the thickness of the air. These, however, 
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were oflen shut out from the view by the thickness 
of the vapor, and there was nothing to vary the 
scene, more than is found in t.he midst of the 
ocean. 

The idea of straying upon a Prairie for a long 
time, had ere this presemecl itself to my imagination, 
as n gloomy, nod indeed a very dangerous and horrid 
thing. I lind heard ftom diiTerent persons accounts 
of such misfortunes, which made me npprebend the 
loss of one's wny as a Yery serious aO'nir. It is often 
said of trn\rcllel"li on the Arabian deserts, and of 
unfortunate mariners on a wreck, that tbirs~ is the 
most distrc..~ing evil they bn\'C to encounter. And 
thil1 was fully confirmed by some of the tales I had 
heard of wantlercrs on the Prairies of 'rei:as. In
deed I hnd listened to some, while passing over n 
part of this snme ground, on my way towards the 
coost. Tlle young stranger wbo bad then served as 
our guide to Anahuac, bad entertained me with 
some of bis owo adventures of tbis nature. I did 
uol mention him particularly before. He was one 
of those mysterious personages whom I met in 
severn! pluces in Texas : men who bnd seen much, 
and were ready to communiCAte freely on most 
subjeet.s, but always avoided every intimat.ion con
cerning their owo history. 

The young mnn of whom I spenk was about 
twenty, evidenlly ono of my own countrymen, and 

16' 
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bad received n pretty good education from tenchers 
or books, though n very indifferent one from his 
parents or those with whom he had n..<:sOCinted. lie 

bad been in Texas two or tbreo years, tmvcllt!d io 
every part of it, nod wns fnmilinr with life nnd 
manners, objects, places and circumstances in every 

district He wns then on his wny from the au 
Jncioto, anti had recently been l~t on a Prnmc. 
Being nlone one day, and travelling where there 

were no landmarks, he bccnme IJ.lwildt!reJ, nod 
sought in Ta.in for nny thing tbnt 1nigbt serve n .. a 

• 
guide. He ,.,.'\.5, I think, without n compn . . , nnd 

directed his course wherever his judgt!ment dictated, 
riding on merely becau·e his only hope wns in 

leaving the place where be wns. lie fortunately 
bad a smnll quantity of provkions with him, but 
after these were gone, hi:J principnl fear \\ ns that hi 

tobacco would be e~bnusted before he should liud hi 
way to some habitation : for being a great tobacco
chewer, be thought it his only sub:ititute for drink. 
When night came be di~mouoted, confined hi ho~e, 

and slept on the Prairie. When morning ruturnec.l, 
he remounted and pursued h~ way. 

According to my recoUeclloo, be bad no gun with 
him ; and this, I believe, was the re~n why be 
entertained no expectation of supplying hitnSelf with 

food. After be hcul wandered, almost hopei ly, I 
know not. how long, to his great jo) be wucl-. a 

track, where some pcroon had pre\iously passed on 
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horseback ; and quickeping his pace, be preaeed oo, 
hoping i~ mighL aoon lead him to relief. He pro
ceeded, however, hour o.fier hour, and was about to 
despair, when be wo.s cheered by the dieco\·ery of 
another track, which met and joined tho one he 
was pursuing. 'fhis restored his courage ; aud 
although it eetned strange tlmt two tmveUera should 
have joined company on uch a \'8.8Lnnd npparontly 
de~~Crted Prniri~, it was evident that tbe tracks land 
been recently mntle, by hon;cs moving aL n travelling 
gnit, so ~hat hu could not doub~ lhnl such wn.s the 
fnct, nnd thM he wns not fnr behind them. 

He rode on ~!Yfliu : but still nothing was to be seen 
before him, except tho level and open country. And 
tbu he pent '\'oral hours longer, wondering all the 
while why he could not O\'eMke the tmugcrs, when 
at length he perceived rmother ~rnwful sign of mnu. 
Another tmclc, marked io the gll\:36 cnruo up and 
struck the route he wna pul"!1uing ; and now he had 
the marks of three horses before him. 1\ow once 
more he spurred his horse, feeling na if company and 
relief mu t be ncar. Three tmvcller>~, it would seem, 
could hardly be t.mvelling together nfler meeting in 
this accidental manner, and all l~t like him~.~elf: 

eome one of them at least, rnu.t hn,·e known tho 
way, it was reasonable to suppose; and by following 
their trace"~, he mu. t undoubtedly, before long, arrivo 
at eome l.tahitntion, or nt lc.'\St 1:10me strumn. lli:J 
thirst, notwith tanding tho tobacco he used, wns 
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very distressing, and the hope of finding water was 
highly gratifying. 

He bad not, howe\"er, gone much farther, when 
l.e perceived something on the Prairie he thought be 

bad seen before; nod after a short examination and 
a little reflection, be concluded that he mu,;t have 

previously pas.~ed the spot. But bow amid this have 
occurred 1 He had not turned upon bill truck ; but 
might he not bn\"e made a complete circle, while be 
had thought himself travelling in a straight course 1 
Not only this might be true: but the truth suddenly 

flashed upon his mind-he bad been folio\\ ing his 
own tracks for about two days ! Having made 
one circuit., on strildng bis own route the fir:;t time, 

he bad imagined it that of a stranger, and followed 
it with the most fallacious hope<:1 until he reached it 
again nod ag1in, in each in,.tance mistaking the 
footsteps of his horse for those of another. 

The wanderer hat! trinL3 to undergo after this 
discouraging adventure, but nothing in his narrnli\•e 
had struck me so forcibly as this part of the story. 
Though be afterwards suffered more severely from 
hunger, and particularly from thirst, there was no
thing which seemed to me so dreadful as his situation 

when Le made the dif'covery of his long nod useless 
wanderings round and round the Prairie in the eame 

wide circle. He reached a habitation nt length, and 
obtained water and food ; but the latter part of his 
tale interested me comparatively little. 
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The rocollootion of such n tale was enough to 
mnko one fool n de~ure for wnter, and our ride had 
prepared us to reli.sh n drought. 

·we hnd &et out uncommonly early, that we might 
arri\·o nt our intended lodging pl!\Ce1 )lr. Lynch's on 
the ::ian Jacinto, early in the afternoon : the d1~to.nce 
being thirty miles. "" e tro.velled two or three hours, 
o..s we believed, directly towau\11 the woody point 
indicatcU1 and when we begnn Lo think ' ' e were 
near it, on the clearing nwny of the mbt, it yeL np· 
penred ns di:.Lnnt as nt first. .Afler procecdiug aomo 
time longer, and finding iL till apparently wiring 
before U-'1 we concludtlll thnt wo hnd mi .. ta.kcn our 
landrnnrk, or rnther that our h~L bad been deceived, 
for tho error wns too evident to be longer doubtcU. 
Ob: .. cn·ing o.notber point of woods townrdil the lcfl, 
we determined that there mu-l be Goo-e Creek i 
nnd chnn"ed our course in that direction. But on 
reaching tbe plnce after n long ride, we found, to 
our mortification, no nppenruncc or n stream i nnd 
nothing to indicate one m nny direction. I went 
into tho woods: but though [ found some of the 
/inet;t oaks, pines, o.ml cedars I C\'Cr snw, some of tho 
latter perbops for ~:~ixty feel bo.rc Lrunkd, I discovered 
no water. Ou comparing our \'iews too, wo found 
them \'cry contradictory i l:iO thnl when I propo~ 
to proceed to tho right, my companion insist.cd 
tbnt wo had erred Ill trn\ elling too much in that 
dirccliou, nnd strongly urged Lhnt we should go 



186 A V I SIT 

to the len. The more we dbcussed tho question 
the more doubtful did we feel j until we determined 
to re..."'rl to the compass for direction : but wbnt wns 
my mortification, on eenrching the pocket of my 
round jncke,, where I had put it, to find that it had 
been dropped on the way, probably by the jolting of 
the horse. The sky still continued to he over-clouded, 
so that the sun·s place could not l>e discovered: but 
it was useless LO remain where we were, and we 
proceeded townrd:> ~he left, and continued to ride, 
though al best quite doubtful of our wny. 

I had never beeu nt all prepared for the imle.5cribn
ble beauty or a Texas Prairie nt this se:l!IOn of the 
year, which I now could not avoid odmiring, e\·eu 
under such unplen:;ant circum~;tnocea. The wild 
flowers had greatly multiplied, so that they were 
often spread around u .. 10 the utmo:<t profu ion, ami 
in wonderful variety. me of tbo.;e which are 
most cultivated in our northern gardens were i1ere 
in fulli.lloom and perfection, intermingled with many 
which I had never before seen, of different forms 
and colors. I should despair of giving my render 
any adequate iclea of the 8CCIIC:l which WOre thus 
so richly adorned, Rnd through which we often pass
ed for acres in extent, breaking for our ·elvc.~ the 
only path perceptible on the whole Prairie. J\mong 
the flowers were the largest and n1ost delicate I had 
ever seen, with others the m01;t gaudy. Among 
them were con,.picuous different species niJout sb: 
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inches in diameter, prcsentiug concentric ?.ones of the 
l!ri~latc~t ydlow, rc I, und uluc in ~triking contru,L'!. 
In more limn one iu.tnnce th e lidJ of tlowcrtl 
were not only oo gny null luxuriant ns to seem like 
n nu;t gnnhm richly tockcd with the finest plnnta 
nnd IIUllllclOned lO a congcninl soil, but C:\lcnsi\·c 

alnHl:·l l.>t•youtllimitntion: fur it was sornetilllt tliiTI
cult to di ~,·cr whether tht•y stopped hurt of the 
horizon. 1t wa ~;ingulnr nlso that patches were 
here nml there o\·crspread hy mimosas, which, n::~ 

our horses pnsscd through them, clrow up their len\ es 
and dropped their brnnchcs ''he never they were 
brushed by their feet, thu making a witlu:rctl trncc 
on the urfuc:c, which wns bill grntlunlly oblitcrutcd 
n-. th~e limi1l plnnls rcgnined their cournge, mi~cd 
their stem ngnin and cxpnntletl their withcre.llctl\'CF. 
'l'he plnnta whose !;Cn itivcn hnd llau been over
come, were render~! di tingui hnl!le to the eye from 
others, by the exposure they mndu of thu lower side 
of their len\"oo ''hen they foltlt..'l.l them up: tlmt . ide 
being of n much lighter hue thRn the upper. Thc:rc 
wns n phcnor11enon connected with this triking 
nppearnncc, which 1 wu.s nt the Li111e unable to nc
connL for, ami could hnrdly credit. Thnt wa., the 
hrinking of the tlclicntc plnnt.a n littlu in ndmnce of 

us, before we hnd quite reached them. ,A friend who 
hnd witnessed the &une tiring, nc:countcd for il l>y 
suppo ing lhnl they rccth'cd n shock through the 
long horizontal roots which connect them together. 
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One of the first llower.:; \vhicb nppenr~ to deck the 
Prnirie in the spring, i~ the Prnirie ro;;e, "hich in 
blossom and fragmnce re:::emble some of our rich red 
roses, though the -:hrub j,:; quite tliOercnt. A~ for 
others, I know not what n l>olnni:;t might make of 
them: but I nm certain thnt many of them would 
~ e:rceedin!tly n!lmiretl in our own roumry, ns rich 
and new; nnd as to the .-cenc3 over which they were 
~:pread, it is impot;ciblc to dc;cribe or to imngine their 
beauty and attraction. After looking on the rich 
and e\·er varying di;play. I felt n high degree of 
pleasure nod ndmirntioo, ~ that I thought I coultl 
almost gh·e my mu.-tang hi~ liberty, throw myaclf 
on the ground and ~pend the whole ea.,--on among 
them. Occasionally too n light breath of wind would 
rise, and blow the mingled perfumes into my face, 
giving an enjoyment no less pure and rt:finod, nnd 
most ditllcult to expr&:S. 

Through these ~t and splendid region. cour e~l 
occasionally n few deer. \Ve saw severul herd · of 
six or eight in the cour~e of the day, and ome much 
llll'ger. l\10i1t of them were accompanied by fnwne, 
smooth, red and beautifully potted, n.s innocent and 
frisky as young lambs, 3.0d like them kecpmg close 
to their dams wherever they went. \Vc found iu 
this cnse as in other;:, that we might ~mctimes 
approach pretty near to them when we came again l 

the wind, but they would :;cent us nt n considerable 
distance from the leeward, nnd bound far awny. We 
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nlso F<lW c\·erul srn .. "lll dro\· of \\ il•l m1 tongs ns 
we trnvellcJ on, which betrmccl grc.,tcr inter L or 
curio ity townrtls u . They ~\·oulc.l sUtrt ofr nL their 
elow gnllop, with their long mnin nnc.l lllils flying, 
while their thick fetlock nnt.l furetops gn\·e them a 
wild, untutored n pect; nntl weeping off in a semi
circle to the right or lcfl, srour orcr hnlf a milo or 
n mile of the Prairie, nnd then top to nn·ey ut 
until we ngnin nppro:\chcd them. After repenting 
thi mnnroune se~cml tim they g nemlly chnngetl 
ihcir coumc nnd di I'J ared. There little hor 
though not ill·fl)rrncd, nr d tituto of the peculinr 
bc..'luty nntl d"gnnco which nrc nuributcd to certain 
wild pecica of lnrgcr 'zc. 'l'hcy nrc nlso not very 
ewilt: but ycL nrc \'cry mlunblc to th inhnbil4nts1 

onrl will Joubtl long pro' oo. 
'l'h e nuimnl were gn) nnd cont••nt !tl1 00-

cnu they were nt home, on their ntuh·~ soil. 'Ve 
on the r.ontrnry, W"r wondering in uncertAinty, nml 
not without me ,lnnger of 1 ing the night in 
tho open Prairie. J\lxmt two o'clock, the clouds 
so fnr cleared l\Wil)' ns to how us the plnco of the 
un, which to our ch:~grin, "c founu on Lhe wrong 

Eide of u . \\ u hnd now some o\ iueucc IIOl only of • 
our error, bul of the lllode of cor reeling iL; nnd lllrn· 
ing our homes, we spurrCtl them iu Lho conlrnr}' 
•lirection, nntl rotlc c fru l n we thought they could 
benr to trn\ c:l, for nn hour nntl n hnlf or more, when 
we re:1ched n smnll tream, 110 doubt Ll1c cn·ck we 

lu 
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haJ so long been in search of. llere• wc took a 
hearty Jrnught. _\. :;_hort ri1le brouglat \B to its IH':\IIj . . 
and the sun now ~hining out, and the Prairie being 
clear before U5, we pr c..:~ l on u nenrly west a" \\ c 

could, to find the rher ::;no Jacinto. 
Two or three hour,; more hrou~tht u;~ to that 

stream : but !Jere we were once more nt a lo", us we 
knew not whether Lynch',; hou e Wit$ sit~~r~tctl above 
or below m;. Whilo looking among the trees for 
some indication of our route, I hcnnlthe well known 
sound of a rnttle<:nal.:c, nrad observed on tho ground 

the largest ami ooblt::;•t reptile of the kind 1 land e\·er 
seen. I soon de~patcbcu him with a bt lllch of n 
tree, aud found thnt although he Wru! the or ix feet 

long, nod about six inches in circumference Ito hnd 
but eight rattle,; j while one which I lmd killetl a 
few days before of hardly half his size hat! tlair1cen, 
and se\·ernl other small one;; len or clc\·cn. I thought 

this afforJed ~o111e evidence again t tlac commou 
opinion that the mule'! denote the yuara of the nni
maFs life. At length we di co\·cred n path which 
had been recently tmvclletl: but that nflordccl no 
information concerning the direction we ought to 

• take. Tbe San Jacinto i~; oordercclthcrc, ns in other 

parts, by woodland ; nnd its current is o gentle tlmt 
I could nol perceive that n elick I threw into the 
water moved either wny. After some llesillltion we 

again took the left hand route ; hut nftr.r n rapid ride 
of two mil~, while the evening wns coming on1 we • 
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founu n log hut, wilh nn oltl woman, who tolc.l us 
that the hou e wo wcru in arch of w~ C\'Crnl 

mile: up the 1 i\'cr. Hn' iug five or b: mil to go, 
nlthou .. h wo purr~tl on Impatiently, wo were over
taken by the tlnrkn 1 Dtlll IICOIIIItCrcc\ low QIIU 

swampy lnml with other impetlimcnt.., before we 
fou111l our I' ting plrlce. \\rt~ hntl1 ho\\'C\ cr, cro thi 1 

got nmong dron• of cnul ntul p ~ \ a fonce or 
two, by I ning tlown the l.Jnm, o thnL we knew our 
journe) \Hl ncnrly nt nn end; nrul nt len •th, aftt•r 
hn,•ing tm\'Cll I ns we cnlculntcd, noout h:ty miles, 
we were ho pitnbly rcocivcd nntl comfortnbly fed nnd 
lot.l,.ed. ' 

On our nrrh nl nt l\lr. l..ynch'e hou 1 we fount\ 
) l r. nnd Mrs. Buru ·t, '' h ncqunintnnc:c we 
lantl formed nt Point Bolknr. He hnd reco\"crt:t.l 
hi telun b ilcll!1 \\ hich hnd been clrh·cn into 
the b..'\y nm\ to the I nd in I!O remnrknblo n mnn
ner, nrul wns pr•·p:uing to erect n hou nml n sn w 

mill 1•11 the -.:,ln Jncinto1 ucnr Mr. Lynch's, of 
whom he htul purch •I laud just nl>O\'C1 nnd with 
''horn lu: null hi workmen were tmnpomrily nccorn· 
lnOtlntccl. I w cou\·inccll thnl he had ncletl wisely 
in taking n titlt1 of \\ hich tltel" wns no tloubt, in tend 
of gcuirrg one like my ownJ which he nl~ intinlatccl 
wn no~ \\orlh IL fnrthiug. On the nth-outng snid 
to be uft·rcd in tlti vicinity for the opemliuu of n &nw 
mill, l lru\·e ooforo rernnrl\ctl; and I now snw more 
of tho nbund lllte of line cypr timber on tho 
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banks of the , nn Jncinto, nntl the ftulilitr of lloal· 
iog it. 

Caoe brnkeB nrc common in rome part of 'l'esn . 
They nrc trncts of lnnd low nn,l onen mnrshy, over
grown \\ ith the Jon~ rcetl wllich we ) now in the 
_ o .bern -.tat~"s ns fi hing rod~. They nrc me· 
tim~ f"uml ns undcrbru·h in wood nnd forests, nnd 
ttOmelirnes nrc not intermingled with trc but form 
one thick growth, irupenctrnlJic when tho cane i dry 
nnd han]. Our wny led u the nc.·u tiny through one 
of the Inner description ; nml uch n · ht 1 IIC\'Cr 

before witne:o etl. The frequent pn ... ge of men 
nntl hor::,e:; kcct>~ open n nnrrow pnth1 not wide 
enough for two IIIli tnngs to pass wil11 comeniencc. 
'l'he reeds grow to the height of about twenty feet, 
and nre :;o lender, thnl hnving no upport clirt.'Ctly 
O\'cr tile pnth1 they droop n little inwnnl1 nnd eo meet 
and intem1ingle their to 1 forming n compl tc co,·er
ing o\·crheml. W c rocle tl111 nbout n <JIInrtcr of a 
mile, nlong n ingular n\·cuue, nrchcd O\"Crhead1 nnd 
with the \' ie\V of the ky hm out. 'l'h igllL of 11 

huge troct, CO\"~'rrtl with > r:trtk a g1o\\ tlr of an 
nnnunl plnnt, which ri cs to uch n height, decoys 
nod is renewed every tw•~h·cmonth1 afTon! n triking 
impre.;3ion of the fertility of the !!Oil. 

(Jane brnkes often occur of greaL extent. Th 
of n league, indretl of uvero I lengu 1 nrc not uncom
mon. The larg • L ia lh£¥. which lines thn hnnk of ' 
Caney Creek, and is seventy miiCil in length, with 
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scarcely n me to he •:cen in the whole distance. The 
r..:ou~ nre cttlcn by cnttle nntl hor:Je:'l in the winter, 
nnd niTonl n \£tlunl.ile ttn1l incxhnustillle r~uurcc of 
f.xxl in thill "Cason when the PrniriGS yield little or 
muu:. \L tlmt time they are young nnd tender. 
\\ hen dry they nrc gl.lncrully l.lurnt, to clear the 
groutul. . 

TIJC next morning we set off for H~~.rrisuurgh. 

After ritlin~ for ,ome tirne ou tho Pruiric, we saw 
two animnl!! which re5cmulcu hlnck clog:'! jogging on 
before, to n\·oiJ ~~~ nod prcauming they were "olve.<J 
pur~tmd them nt full ~peed for -:omc time. "T c 
found them much ·lower thnn we had cx:pet:tr.d, nnd 
gninetl un them so fu...,t., thnl we lllll"l hn\'C come up 
with llwm in a short tirue. hntl rhcy not re<Lched n 
wood nnd o l.lStnpcd u.... '''ild tttrlcica repeatedly 
cro,~ctl our wny a little before us, to wluch we sove
ml limes g1we cl111. .. ~ for nmu ·crnenl1 and found them 
more swift on foot thnn the woh·cs1 ~they could run 
about ns fn,.L ns our hor.;e,. Deer too nppenrcd nnd 
droves of hors '~, more lllllt\crous tb!lli before; and 
as tho tlow(•r:~l'cemcd more abundant al:;o, the rille 
wn.s rlcfidcnl neither in nnimnl life nor in vegdablc 
!Jrnuty. 

Our wny wo..s no longer linule to doubt, a.<~ there 
wns n plllh, sufficic11tly beaten to be di!:'cerncd; on to 
llrnzorio. i nnd we proceedoo to Ilnrrisburgh over nu 
irregular !lllrft\ce, no less g11y with tlowet'l! and 
lively with wild animals thnn tbnt we hnd nlrcmly 

16" 



191 

pn,sed. At Ilnrri~hurgh the "l\W ruill wn work
ing ns lnztly M before, nlthough thrl!u ,. I lny 
in the rh·er, \\1\iting for lond:~ of lumber, for Me.xicttn 
port:;. 

"~e found here the stcnmLont which \\'ns brought 
from ~cw-York to '1\u.-ns n fo\\' years since: by npt. 
Henry Attstin, laid up to rot in the Snu Jndnto . 

..At· wn,; u&ignC\1 for \hC on some of the ri\'Cf'B of 
tln:: countrr, nod wouhl tloubtless luwc hc~.:n "n·icc

able to the inhnbitnntc;, n well na profitable to its 
ownere, had the courltr) been better ulcd. ,\ yet 
bowe\·cr tho people nrc t~'IO few, null the le of 
lhioga ucb, thnt they nrc unprepared to gi\·o full 
employmem to such n \'05 cl. Mr. Au Lin, who 
brought tho tcnmbont hither, is one of the rcmnrk
able members of n remnrknblc family. 1 rc lm 
sbowu great enterprise and spirit of rcsenrch, in 
eomo of hi:; \'Oynges to A in, pnrtit:uln.rly in thllt 
during ~ hicti he tmvclle<l up the Euphmtea, nurl 
visited tho site of B~lbvlon. Tho inlerestill"' fncts 
he staLed ~~~ hi Muru; bnve been ubsutntintal tiy 
more recent trn\'cllera. 

From Ilarri.sburgh we pMBCtl in two tiny ovr.r 
our former route, lo llruzorio. 

• 



• • 

CHAP1'EH XXI. 

11~-lote~ uade.-Arrinl of a can.Vlln.-llangq. and dtr· 
ficublet to ,.hlcb thtl tmdo fa r...-poa d.-J'al«l im( r tl<~ue COD• 

ceml.ng 'l'c:xu.-\\aut of road.. 

W c found Bm?.orin nlrendy cou itlerut.ly impronlll
1 

t\'Cil in the hort lime since we had 111ft it. 'J'wo 
or thre lao hnd lxlen completoo1 the first well 
wns di in 1 nnd the nspccl of the plncc showed thnt 
l hor nnd pnin hnd been bestowed in clenring nwny 
impedimenta onli rubbish. .A for Ill)' lillie llorst'1 

he nLKl hnd returned in heucr en 1 so that trick nncl 
tmv llin"' med to n o with him mmnrknbly 
well. He wns nL out to feec.l ngnin from Mr. ~\n -
tin to whom I wns imlcbteJ for nil the plensure of 
h • ncqunintt\nce, nnll with whom l now agnin took 
up ruy tCIIlJ mry nbollc. llcru I wns l.nppy to 
ltn,•c nee to any Lngguge1 which 1 hnd left 
bchiml1 with tho cxceptiun of o few necessaries; ond 
n unvcllcr in uch a country o thi soml!tirnes renl· 
izes t.he comforl8 of a good Wl\rdrobe. I enjoyed n 
return to the ttlace nud people, with uumllen. of 
whom I fdt well o.cquniotcd; nud \\OS rcnJy w go 
back lO the ni~.etl • tales the firsl opportunity, "ith
out tnyiog to visit ony olher pan of the country. 
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lln,·in~ s;.Histied my .. clf that my money vested in n 
wonhte. .. hnil title hntl been wu--tt~tl, nntl thnl the 
lime I hn•l :'pent had purchn~ctl only tho gmtilicntion 
of ~eein!!, I fdt nn xiou;; only to return as JIOClilly 
ns !lO-"'iblc. ?\o n~.s~cl howe,·er wa .. in 'l'c:\"'11 \\ hich 
could tnke me, nnJ nodting- remained Lut for tue h> 

nw,\it the nrriml of one, of which we hud hopes 
every dny. 

A con~idcrablc trnrlc j;) cnn icd on bet ween this 
part ol the territory nnd the interior of ' l'cxn, as 
well ~ the adjacent ntttl C\'Cn more tlistnnl Mcxicno 
... tnt·"· I ,.~w one c.lay a ro\\ of tifty or i ty mul , 
JU~l come in from the north. 'l'hcy were looded 
with different articles to such n degree th t r wns 
n .. toni,hetl nt their being nhlc to tru ,·ct, ntul corn pas· 
ionnt.et.ltbem when I lilllnd how much thef wuru 

wom out by their lnburt~. They w r" o u unl, 
with!>Ol biitlle or hnltcr, yet procccc.lcd \dth ~rfect 
regularity in n sin,gtc liuc, cept u w nml then n 
couple of \;cious.:ones were tied together i le by iue, 
whoec trick;: Lppenred to ncutraliz.c each other. 
'fhe owners of the cnrnntn, with \ •ml hire(! l\lcx· 
icnn auendu.nte, rode their mu•tllllg , \\ilia their 
enormou- -pun:, wcirrhing I sup~e nl lt:aSt hnlf n 
!)9UDd a piece, \\ ith rowel an inch nntl n hnlf in 
length, nud lever bit.ll of tho hnrl!he,L tlcscription1• 

able to break the jnw,.; of their 111nimnl under a wry 

gentle pre;;~ure. Over r.en nntl directed by uch nn 
escorl, nnd bowing under th~ burthen of three hun· 



'l' 0 'I' I~ X A S. 1 ~li 

t.lrM nrul sixty p<nntdB ithout including the pan· 
oieB; "hich we e bound ou so Light 'rut nlmo,.L to 
stop their lm:atlt, the 1 r mnle:1 f.,rllle<l a tiorr.>wfnl 
line; nnd ~me up ttpoutnueou ly in turn to luL\·e 
their girth unooun I, nut I I heir load retttO\ ed. 
'J'hcy ~m •I satrcely able to kt"4.':p upon their feet, 
Gild ll they lltiC i\ t•ly UUUlilletl tclil'f, OIIC llfWr 

nnotltcr he:l\ed n long unt.l deep sigh, '' hich it wne 
painful to hear, becnu o it pro\ ut.l that the poor 
unlit hnd been worketl heyontl their etrcngth. 

'J'he tlrh·ers of this rnmvnu were nuxiou to II 
t.heir horses, which th y offeretl for fi~ uud eight. 
tlollnrs n piece, hn\'ing prooollly cuught. most uf them 
iu tho Proiri 1 or purch ol thcnl nt trilling prices 
of persons who hntl IIOL been 0\'0r particular in 
obtaining them, as they oorc ll ~arieL)' of lltllrks. 

Tl1cir \'nlue woultl hn\c been 1:~11 itl rcJ \cry lltttll 

w flO n relUrnill throt ,.h the region which they 
luul com~ from, c nainly ulll" their hrnntliJ hnd 
been clann •ctl : for the owner of a hurse runy ue 
hitu umlcr nuy cir.·um tliiiC 1 if he 1iucl hi mnrk 
upon hint, nul it Cl\11 he proH.--cl thi\t he IHifi l:iiJhl 
lticu. Jules being more useful in cnrn,·nn 1 the 
owner wns not Ji pose•lLO pnn with the~t~. llo hntl 
l~een nbscm tho or lx momh , pn "ing through 
Bexnr 1 know tiOl t.ow fnr into tho intcri01. 

From the con,·ers:uion which I held on tho . ub
jecL of this interior ln~tl~ 1 gnthr.reJ, thnt tht) bu iucss 
is nttcudetl with o. \'1\ricty of hn7.mda nucl dnugcr . 
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Our COlll\lf}'l,llCO llo not renuilr bring tlaem .. clvc.s tu 
look upon inlnntl cu::.tom houses M the lll06L mtional 
iu~titulious in the world; nnd, to m n r 'gulnrly 
en~gctl in :-nwg-~Jing, it i not urpri,ing thnt the 
impost<'~ lnitl hy them on ~ood. pns ing into pnrticulnr 
town~ !-ihoultl not 1;eem tho mo: l ri,htcou. . At nny 
rnte th •,e Toxns trntle~ C()tnplnin of the c.luti th y 

nre often expected to P."Y; of tho nee ,ity of lecmg 
l\le.xican officers in order to nvohl them i and • rc· 
cinlly of the in com cnieuces, ex pen e nnd irnpri 11· 

ment to which they nrc not unfrequently ubject 
wheu they nttempt un ucc fully to L nil nt clefi· 
nnce. The trntl~ is ofteu very lucmth c. llry goocl 
from the United ~tate,.. nnd n \nricty of light nrticles 
nre cnrrictl into the interior oi the Mexican Ucltuhlic 
by this route, nnd sometimes find their wny to the 
aphnl: for being ntlruittcd without duty into the 
ports of 1'cxn , to f.wor the growth of the tl!rritol)', 
while ubjcct to onsideruble uml som tim hc:\\'y 
uuti iu the lower ports, they oro in grcnt chnnuc.l 
in the countrr nt goocl paying pri 1 that is, nttwo 
or three times the coot uutl charges. 'l'obacco forms 

nn nniclo of con.,idcrnLlo i111portancc in thi tmtl : 
tooocco, wuiclt i cootrubnnd in thfl c:ountri peopled 
froiJ\ :-;pnin ns in :--op:tin it.stlf, anti here as there long 
the wu~e of smuggling nncl crirM. llen\')' chnrg 
lie nin~t tlti. weed : it i here cltnrgcnhle \\ ith 
breaking the rule of rnorulity, ns onloug u with 
,·iolating tho~c of good tnnnncrs. 
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But there arc otftcr t~vtls tlaon tho,e above lllcu

llonetl1 to 11 lltch the ovcrluml tnulcr in thi- cotuury 

is linblc. 'l'lm cnrnvuus nrc often exposed to the 
nllnck!l of I mlinn 1 who onu•tirncs rob nnd e1·cn kill 
tlac owners. They therl!fi>rtl nlwny~ go nnncrl; und 
the conductor of one of thes · c:\pcdition nccompnn
ied lly his scn'Onl nmk · u formidnule nppear
nu~:e. .A gr nt part of the uttcntlunts hcing i\I~\icnn!i, 
l•owc\·cr, they nrc probnhly mme thri!Ateninrr thnn 
·ffecth e, nl least if thu conu11on opinion nf our 

COUIItfj'IOCil WhO lh 0 Rill Oil r tht•tn i,.. to IJe rc,.nrdecJ: 
for th y hold tbcm in ~rent coult•fiiJil. The Irulhns 
nlso are gcncrnlly liJlfiOSCtl lo lJc fJllltc inferior to the 
colonL;t 111 the fidel, thowrlt 111orc \'alinnt nnd pow· 
~nul thuu the othe • Tho common E<l) in or i , thnt 
Jl\"C Judi 11 11111 chn c 111 t•nty l'lu~icnn lim li\·e 
J\lll riam (llant i frmu th nitcd :-=:wt of the 
~orth,) '1ill chnre twenty Jndinn . Whcthl'r this 
is uuc or nny parL of it I cannot decide on 1 ·rsonnl 
knowlcc.l e: lmL r,cnninly tlw )Je;dcnn 

1 
nlthou~h 

uot \"cry inferior iu ize, nppc.•ar like· a ti111id nntl 
inefficient rncc; nne! I n<luw nrc g nernllr l•ot down 
1\ atlaoul he itnlion, wltenc\~r they pr Ill n flair 
mnrl:, by nny colonist \\ lm feel thnt ncriumny 
ngniu ' them \\ bich is npt to nli"c out of n c.n of 
exposure to their ntlncks or lllltbu~lt -. When they 
wnndcr ingly or in uwll pm til' litr into tim cttlc· 
111c11t , howc\·cr, or when lht•y arc known to belong 
to certain tribes, they nrc ttOl uo:uully trcntcd with 
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unfriemlline,·~, fnr then they am not cxper.tod to 1lo 
injury. Some uf them tnlde hnrmonlou--ly nl l.be 
toWU'1

1 
nml eren, t\il I have before ntcnttone'd1 occ.h. 

ttionnlly with the se."l p\)rts. 
The common wngcs gh·cn to Mexknn servnuts1 

are four Jollnrs a tnomh : but out of thi contmcl 
nbu~ of n shameful nnLUIC too often nri"e. While 
a servant. is in debt to his employer, the cu tom of 
the country o.llvw tim trentmenl of the (ormt'r ns a 
rln,·e. He m1H r.onlinue the sen·not of thnr mi\Stcr 
uutilthe debt is roncclletl. l\ow the Mexican being 
nu iguomnt, nnd nppnr ntly a hnnul f.Cft of ~~ 
pic, metime:; incnmiouJy recci\c supplic of cloths 
nnd other articles from their employers without count· 
m~ the amount; nml n the latter u mlly chnrge 
exorbltnnt prices- for in ranee n c.lolbr u ) nrd for 
common n1u lin-tlac poor fellow i in c.lnngcr of 
bcin!! in dcbtwcon idcmble surn O\CC nuc.l nbo\'e his 
wog • After this it li liequeutly y to l tponc 
for u long time his tlischnrge. Tmc of uch nl)ll 
nrc to be found uiJiollg or11c of the coloni ts in 
'fexos; bul J was iu fonued that they trrCHtil lO u 
great cxtelll in the interior, where some of the wealthy 
j; lexicaus luwe lifty or nn humlr u of their poor coun· 
trpncn tim sulljecl w them b) n \cry uunghtcous 
exercise of JIO\\ cr. 'l'hings 60111 ti111 procc d so 
fnr, LhnL ''hen one uhscuuds, he is n1lverti cl like n 

runnwuy slave. 
One of the inhuhitnnl~J of Brazoria with whom 
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I beeamc cquninted dn my; former vi it, I found 
making preparations for a tmtlini, jouruoy into the 
int nor, such n 1 hnve ilescriOOd. lIe look up his 
r it!encc here on nccount of his bCllllh, which was 
l.xul in the United 'tatoo, but hll.:J o.lwnye hecn re
mnrknbly good in Toxas. llo had engaged the 
sen ices of ono of our emcrprisiug countrymen, to 
ni•l in comluctiog his e:xpcJilion to Bexar, and far 
beyond into tho rcpu1Jiic1 nod gave me n prt:l ing 
invitation to nccompnny him, which I felt some 
diiposilion to ncccpt. lie wns preparing packngea 
of good for tho back of lllules, and cnlculnting, 
"ith some rcnsoo, on returuing in a few months 
with fu pccio, perhn1 n f·m· horses, c ·c. ::;~ie 
is nn impOtl.nut Article in the return tmde : bm to 
sec n few thou uti doiiiU'8 in ilvcr wearing down 
the 11 h of vern! good mul~, is a lcs....:ou on tbe 
tu.lvantn.g of bank not 1 or good bill, of e. change, 
which cnnble 11 to cntl Alm06L nny nmount we can 
get on n. ehe l of pnper, and for single post.ng , oJJ 
over U1e world. 

I wns now tl irous of r{'turning to the nited 
• tntcs, ant.! htu.l hoped thnl oo rooching Ilm.zorin, 
I migltt hoor of some -.: I soon to tmil for some of 
our ports. But iu thi I hnt.l been disappointed. 1 
therefore determined to 'i it Snn 1-'clipc, tho cat of 
government and princip:tl town of Au tin'~ colony: 
indeed the lnrg L town in o.JJ 'l'a.xns. I had not 
ltlt particularly interested in such an cxcwsion 

17 
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before, becauoo in so new n country very little is to 
be looked for in the selllemcnt; , smnll nllll rude as 
they mu.;l nece:<:>arily he. 'l'he count~y i~ clf1 with 
the condition nnd :;ucce.--s of the coloni ts n:numlly 
attract our chief attention, and to these I hnd paid 
such regard as circumstances nllowed. 

A 8tl'allger looking over a map of Texu, particu
lady ODe of the later sort, might fOrm erroneoua 

opiaionaof the state of &be country, from the number 
f!l places distinguished by namee, like towne, the 
designation of mere routes by linee, aa if they were 
well made and beateD roade. The biDer, with ilw 
uceptioos, are in fact ooly large leldemeota io 
uuic:ipetion, being now the lite. of one 1lr two 
bouill; while the Iauer are often mere trRckle. 
~ 10ch as I have deeeribed, laid thf()Ugh Prai
.X. by ie compaa l ie true, a great JIIU1 of this 
c:ounuy, (with the ex~ of the mountain range. 
in the int.erior,) is eo well 6ued by nature i>r jhe 
~ of traYellen, and e.en for wagons, ttiM little 
need erer be done by art except in ferrying and 
bridging etreama ; yfA. when a tract of country ie 
marked "&b lines of roada, merely becauae it ie in 
a cooditioo to be travelled on honeback, a periOD ie 
liable to form errooeoua coocllllliou. on other subjecu, 
oecsnrily c:oonected with the exis&eoce of arti6cial 
roadl. I was DOl IUipriled, with my knowledge of 
the country, when after bearing that the route from 

Bluaria s.o.San Felipe wu more travelled than any 
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other in the colony, l found thnL it was in mnny plnces 
indit1lh!d only by mnrketl trcCfl, I hntl often been 
011 route.~ which mnps repr nl ns being well trodden, 
wh~1e I hntl not found thi or nny other intimation 
to guide my wny. 



CHAPTER XX I I. 

R?ote !rom Bruorla to 5.tn f.'rliP<'--nlcs -Rrpo!e in the forn:.
ln111.-H~tality or Texo.a.- \ mound on tho Prairie.- Y!obtlon 
or the elll&DcipatJonlav.'l. 

I wAS happy to find that two of my friends were 
going to ·an Felipe: for I found I mu. t Bpcnd some 
time lvng~J in tbe country, and had determined to 
impro>e a part of the time in making n JOUrney 
thither. There wn.oc the residence of Colonrl ~trphcn 
Au.,tin, the founder of the colonica of our country
men in thi5 delightful region ; nud on the rontl nutl 
in that vicinity were tue of the oldest of the 
settlements. 
"~ e left Brazorh in the afternoon of n plensnnt 

day, forming a party of four. Our ro:td by through 
a forest, n .. , we kept thnt dny nlong the right, or 
westeru hank of the Brazos, nnd on the bottom lnntl, 
as it i:1 Cc'\lled. One of our number tOtle n fine, 
large mule, whtch ~howcd a very unmanageable anti 
viciou3 di,position, and often eudenvered to ruh his 
master's legs ngnin:,t the trees. It wns ntuu iug to 
see him pick out the largest, steer for them, nnd 
exert him•elf to gel ttgninat them. '!'his was pe
culiarly incon\'enient., as the rider hall n negro boy 
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uchiud him1 whom he Wl\8 taking With him to sell. 
W c peut tho night nt lr. Bell's hou:;c, on the 
Bm?.oa1 where he found t\ purcha~cr. 'l'here was 
only n hou e Ol the spot, though it is called l\lnrion 
on the rn:tt . 

'l'h nmte from Brn7.0rit\ to Snn Pclipo u~ulllly 
oc.cupi warly three cia} 1 ' pccinlly when til rontl 
nrc in the !)."ld condition in which we found them; 
for though the di tnnco is not very grent, n. hon;e 
truvcl mth ·r lowly, encumbered with con iderable 
bnggngc, nnd the tmvcller being liable to everal 
cau of 41elny, one of which wo encountered. 
'l'he ··oncl clny we lcfl Bell' nt nn early uour, 
under the direction of tr. W c.:-Lall, whose oxperiouce 
in the country r.nnhlctl him to guide us with ndvan
tngc. The t1i nre \'t•ry troublosomc nt this season 
in thi r ion; nud when th;> hentCl\moon we found 
th 111 intol mbl '· We had n them beforo, nnd 
obSem~d the efl'tXl! of thdr b1to on our horses, but 
no\Cr in uch nutnhcrs n they now presented. A 
lmnclr~.'tl or more would lnsten on ench of our nnimnla 
nt once, mnkc n con 'tlcrnblo wound in n moment, 
and uck the blood nbumlnntly, while tho poor 
crentur would hO\\. ml\rk of c:<.treme pnin1 nnd 
hrink \ ith drcnd v.:h ne\' r lht•y felt their lormcnlors 

light upon th rn. lt w of liulo use to drive them 
oil', for they returned immediMely nod repented the 
bite in nnothcr plnce ; onu so deep wns it, thnt every 
~<pol they hnd touched ''Ill! marked wilh n drop of 

li' 
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' blood. l\ly ps>er little muslnng being white, mudc 
the mo,;t pitiable nppcnrancc, being "f>Oltcal wid1 hi,; 
own gore: !OV thnt he loo"cd ulmost like n trnwberry 

rono. 
·we now determined to rl!treat from the t• -··,utin~ 

enemy. nnJ enten.ld the woods, where -:'.lr. \\ ,tnll 
a:;:;ured tb we should not be mole:;tcd ; nod found 
to our sati:ifnction lhnL they did not Jea,·e the open 
ground. This i~ n fncl well known to lrnvellers in 

thi3 country j nnd it is common to lie IJy in the 
forcs\ durin~ tho bent of the dny. We found the 
shnde ~"Tceable, nod refreshed ourschtl9 nbuthlnntly 
with repo,e, efen much longer thnn we d ir l : for 
it was not coo:;itlere.l proper to proceed until the sun 
had got rnthe~ low, ~o thnt we wnited there Ike or 
six hour.;. In ,,·nlking nbout we found e\·cml plnccs 
where hunters ha.d been some months bcfure, ns we 

saw where they had rnnde their fires, nnd trimmed 
the deer they hnd ldlled. h pro,·ed that they were 
Indian--, who nbout two yenrs before had come down 
ns fnr tE this region nft.er gume. 

There are severn! tribes of Iodinns within the 
bound.- of Tens. 'rhe Comnnches in the 1'. West 
ace rather numcrou11 and \'cry l!D.\'agc. 

After leaving the wood:~ we sow very few flies, 
nod were ~urpr' ed thnt the cooJnesg of nppronching 
e\"ening hnd produced so sudden nnd perceptible nn 
effect.; The wind alone, I nflerward fouud, will 
pre\·enl them from troubling the trnvcllcr c\cn in 
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hot we.'lthcr. ". e proceed tl on sonlc n1i103 farther 
along the Prniri~, and w many deer, nnd n few 
ht•nls of wild ho~c.s. I ltniug uow lonrnt their 
hnbit of running ill cird or cmicirdcs when t-lnr· 
tb) by (Ill ngers, We 6(11JlClimes Cl o!T ill difierent 
direction to meet them in thcir pernmhulntions. On 
one occn .. ion 1 took tt course furtlwr to the left thnn 

• 
nny of my companion~:, nnd hnppencd to meet n 
drovu of nboUl n dozen uenrly, that I utight hnve 
ehot one, if I h!ttl h~tl n pi~l in my hand. Though 
C\ iJently hy, they ditl not turn or sluJCr otr from 
their regulnr circuiL 1luch to Ill}' !illrpri•u I found 
nl their head n line, lnrg •, brindlt-"1 mule, which 
must hnH: tmycd from some plnnllltiouJ probably 
) ears before, nml wn now nppnrcntly uito wild. 
'l'hc herd followed him where\ cr he \H:nt; nnd this 
nlonc i ufficicnl to pro\'c that the ~:peed of the 
nHUnng i mudt inferior to thnt of the mmon 
hor , ns the mule i oomparo 'vcly low. I poke 
of hOOling llo , for it not uncommon in this 
country to put rt ritl•l lXlll throu~h them when other 

utc'lll of cnpturing them on the Pmin•- nrc uotul 

han1l. The people nr ro ,Jex.terous that they can 
geucrnlly hoo~ through the 11 h ju t on the edge 
of the houldcr without cau iog n bad wounil or 
much llnin, yet o thnt the nuirnnl will in ttlntly drop 
na if dead, probably hock~l for n moment, nnd 
C()nsidering him If hmJiy hurt. 1 hare heard of 
the &ante pmcticc being sometimes resorted to in the 
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Southern tnt~, to ~;top ruonwny hor~es, but have 

never ~een it 
The route we were on. between Drnzorin and :::onn 

Felipe, jg the mo"'L rrnvclled in Te-n and j,; prcuy 
well ~ettled1 with hou"es kept as regular inn". 
'!'here i~ of counoe lc-._ danger of hurting tho feelin~ 
of o.ny body by offering to pny for food nntl lodgin •. 
The uncertainty we hnd often been in, on leaving 
our stopping placec;, whether to pny or not, we 
bnd found embarrn.s:;ing; and wo hntl resorted to 
differcOl de,iccq to nsccrtnin the humor of our host.s. 
Sometime~ we would puln piece of molltl)' into the 
hands of a child, to sec how the p .. 1.rent regnrJe,l it j 
nod if we found it not likely to be well rec i\'001 we 
could ca tiy reclaim it. 7\ow we r Jgulnrly cnlletl 
for our bill:; on depnrting, n"' we fre ly nskeJ for ucb 
thin~ ns we needed during our tny. 

There is a remarkable elumtiou ri ing from the 
le\'el surface of the :Prnirie, which we aw on this 
serond day of our jOurney from Brn~orin, which i 
frunou.s lhrough thnt part of lho r,ountry. " 'c first 
di<ningui.suc8 it from the distnnce of m cmy miles, 
when though it np~red like n mere ewell of no 
great height, wa..-. plainly perceptible from its contrast 
t.o the dead and uniform level around it. On it wns 
situated n bouse nt which we w&e to refresh; but 
but we hac.! a long time to epend before we reached 
it. At length we reached the place, Lut although it 

occupiaJ, as 1 mentioned, the summit of the knoU, 
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il wn \'cry ditlicult to pcrcCi\"c nny nsccnt to it, o . . . ' 
grndunl nnd so IIISJgruticnnt wa the swell of that 
singnlnr clo\'ntion 

~\ the hc.'\l cn111c on, the IIi·~ began to trouiJic 
our horses, nnd nt length wo wcril compcllt'(l oguio 
to lc.'\\'6 the rocul nrul bemke our clve.~ to n Ahcltcr. 
"'e spent vr.rnl hom , ns on the pnwious dny, 
partly in nn olcl h.1m nne! partly in a shndy wood, 
\\here we '!ujo} eel on !.!X eruption from the wxnt ious 
insects which nt tlmt tim iufl tee! the open ground. 
A person unnetrunintctl \\ ilh these terribli.! in ccts, 
'f/ould nOl easily IJc brought to crcclitthc fuct, though 
:t.•ell tnbli hcd ond unquestionatlc, Utal they some
tim 1l troy tho lh· of ("Allie antl hor ~, hy the 
pain they inflict an1l the blootl they t.lmw from their 
\'\!10!1, 

h wns ~Cllr night ~lefor we found it prud ·nt to 
p11111Uc our journey, nnd then we move~! on, ns oo· 
frm~, over n pcrf.:ctly level ul uniform surface, 
entirely d tillite of rock nnd tunes, us it lmd bt~n 
ever rnce we hntl left Bm7.orin. 

1 might han1 mcntiont"tl, '' hile '~:pen king of the 
ions on thi3 romr, 1 hnt we found them ul Wtl)'S woll 
suppli(l(l with vnriou ntul xccllt:nl food , nnd of "uch 
1lcscriplion ,, might bo look.xl for in ;;uch n country. 
We had plcnly of fr h brc:~d, ,·enison, wild turkey, 
beef, fowl , eggs, nulk nnd g001l colli:c j nud UllU· 

oily slept well 011 comfortnbl(' bed . The cu,tom
nry price for upper, l01lging nntl br~kfnsL \\ ns 
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one dollnr1 including the feed of our ho!'!'e..; : though 
we clll>.;;e to take cnro of them ounJel\'e.4. .\L son1e 
of the, hou~;s, ns in mnny of those in •rexns en· 
ernlly, we found one or more negr~ held ns :;lnv -, 
nlthou:!h the laws of Mexico forbid it. The blnck. 
are i!!norant, tbe whites nrc generally in fn,·or of 
"~lnvery and ready to su-.tnin the 1nn-.ter in his 
u;tarped authority: the province is :;o di tnnl from 
the cnpitn11 nod hnd been for some time eo littlo 
nltendetl to hy the government, th:u the lnws oo this 
subjc(''l were inelfecturu. 

1\e~roe.:: are even publicly ~ld ; nnd nbout this 
time a colon~l who hnd n Jnrge number, being 
nlnrmcd at the report thnt a Jaw hnd been pn ;;ctl in 
.Mexico, pc:o\·iuing for the collection of dcbl3 due 
nbrond by re.5idcnts in the republic, ndverti'rec.l nod 
sold them tl.l auclion, though it wns con itlcrcJ ns 
mther n cov<!r to his property, ns moot of them were 
purchn..;;al by one of his fnmily connexion . I luwe 
before mentioned tire device hy which one of my 
fellow pa.,;,cn!!cr; from :\ew Orlenn e\·ndcxl the 
Mexicr\n hw of emnncipntion : vi:t.. by getting his 
oegroe:-. to si"o n booc.l pro111i1.1ing to . erve him for 
ninety nine yennJ. This mnn ndvi eel others lO 

pursue the ~ame cour,e, nnd aided them in drnwing 
up their pnpers. lie afterwards sold n number of 
his own negroes to different purchnecrs. 

The more we con ic.lcred the nnture of the 11 knoll'1 

which I ha\·e before lllcntioned, the more singular did 
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it nppcnr, thnl it hould fonn eo h p!cuous nn object 
from so grt:<LL n disumce n1}d thnt it should bo vbiblc, 
nB WC WtlTU infortncJ it I 1 thirty miles ofi' from tlte 
northward. '11hi wo.s only n uew evillt•ncc of the 
oxtrt.:tnc llntn of the grcnl plains of 'l'e.xu.s: for 
such phenomeun nrc uoL uuproccdentcd. One in 
Y cnc~uela is mentioned IJy Humboldt, which nl· 
though but n few feet high, i sccn for mnny lcngues. 

'l'he scene ntthc inn where we lcpt wns enlivcnec.l 
during tho evening IJj the nrrh•al of ilie host a son, 
nn ~ntt:rprisiog rn!Ul, with bii Garll\'!Ul of loaded 
mul~ and four or fh-c Moxicru1 auendnnts, mounted 
like himself on mustnugs, armed anti equipped nfter 
the heasy nnd nntiquat.od fJ hion of the C2Utllry. 
He expr I tuuch tisfnction at his su in the 
expedition, though the ho of which hu hud 
brought b:tck a numb6r !Jcnriug di11i:rcm mnrks, he 
wns nn~iou to II nL ix and eight dollar:; npicce. 

On the third tiny of our journey we p:t5SC(l C.\'eral 
huu~ , M we hnd done l>cforc. Tho coloni ts live 
much ns those whose c tntcs 1 hnve hert.:toforc de
scribed, nnd their cstn.tes 11 unlly lx•M n gcncrnl 
r emlJlnnce to them. Grcnt qunntitics of caule nre 
raised on tho Prairies nnd bouo.n-, but there wcrll 
changes perceptible in some of the products of the 
&oil. 

\\' e were forced by thu Jlics to wnste severn! hours 
in rest on the third dny nl:,o, so that it grew dark 
before wo could rsee nny thing of ~no Pclipc. Soon 
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afterwards, howeverJ the lights of thnt town maJe 
their appenronce before us, though it wns still, n:; we 
afterwlilds learnt, at a great distnnct>. It i urpri· 
sing that they shou1d ha,·~ been visible so fnr off: 
for we rode sevenll hours directly towanls them, nud 
keeping them constantly in view, IJefore we reached 
the place. The Prairie being uninterrupted by e\·en 
the slightest variation of the surfnce, nnd denr of 
shrubs as well as trees, no ohstacle wna interposed; 

aud, as we had no means for judging of the di tnnce, 
we were decei\·ed iu 1\ mortifying mnnner concerning 
the length of way which still lay before us. Of aU 

tiresome rides I ever took thi! pro,·ed dec:id~ly the 

most so i nnd as we pressed anxiou ly on, and the 

glimmeria_g lights seemed to retire before ua, we 
might almost have thought we were d tined nc\·er 
to reach them. 



• 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

S&D F'r~-"t~ of dllrcrcnt cbaracura.-statc of eoclely.
Govtmment..-Siluallon of ~ao l-'tllpe.-1'radc. 

kt• length we nni\"cd nl • an Felipe i nod learnt 
tbnt one reason why we ho.d seen the lights eo fnr, 
wns the elevation of the ground on which tbe town 
is itunted. We found there were two public houses 
in the plnce, nnd stopped nl Whitehouse's, where we 
looged. In the morning we hnd nn opportunity to 
look around us • 

...,nu J.'clipc tlc Au lin, (st. Philip,) tand on the 
w bnnk of the Brazos, ot the head uf Uoo.t 110.\'i

gtltion, nnd on gromul nbolll 40 feet nhove the 
&urf; cc of the wnter when ot ilS u unl le\ ct. From 
the nature uf the oouutry wla re the rin~r ris 

1 
nod 

the height of the bnuk 1 tho flood;~ rise here nt par
ticular 11cason thirty fc t. 'l'ho shot es nre hrokcn • 
sand bnuks, quite tc p, nnd d · titutc of roil nnd 
tree:~ on the immooinle mtu{,rin of the trcam o 

, well ns grcntly d Octent in beauty. The village, ns 
was nnturnlly to be CXJle.:tccl, pr cnted nothing fine 
or particullrly tiller 'ng. ll contains nl.tout fifty 
hou cs, nll built of log 1 CXl'.CJll one, which ia frnmed, 
nuJ very comfortable. About n mile distant is the. 

1 

• 
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residence M Mr. Williams, the secretary or Col. 
Austin, from whom ~ ol>tained the land titles 
conveyed to settlers. venf wagons and Ol~ 
carriages whicb I ,...._. io 'the • pve· an 'air 
of busin• and tllift which I had not beforueen in 
Te.xu. 

At the inn I fbund t•enty or thirty men who bad 
come from different quarters In pursuit of places to 

eaule. Tbelte peraon-, commooly mlled land-hun· *" were alhMIII\ all from Lbe United Statee, and 
geoerally from the South W"ccltem &ala I •w 
OAe, however, who bad come Uoln Otiio, aud wu 
inquiring for a tra~ on wbicb be mitbt ~e 
with advan&age the raiaing of abeep. Among the.e 
etraogers I found a number of very in&elllgee& o1en : 
bu& 1 learnt that a ponion of them had dtid from 
justice, or as they dl088 to call it, from law, in their 
own country. ll it a well known faca, that a con
siderable proportion o~ courltrymen who are fountl 
in Texas, are of this ebaracter. I saw at the break
faal table one morning, among thotc who were sented 

• with me, four murderers who had aought •fety in 

tbJicountry; and a gentleman a.ured me, that on 
pDe,,FUJion, he bad a down with eJe,·en. 

M'in·o.( this dt.'t!Cri~ion often made the cauee of 111 

their emignatioo the subject of convenatioo, and 
always spoke of Lhem~elv h11 "ng been unfor
tuna&ely placed in circumetnucee in which it was 
nec818ary to violate Lhe laW&, while they odmirted no 

• 
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crituiJanlity in their conduct. Duelit:il$1 of whom I 
lua~ ~ecn a con;;idcmblu number, always repre:•enl.ed 
thcubclrl!s ns hti.Ving bceu !;0 ;oltuutell, that they 
wr.:ro cornpdlcd to :;hoot nn amngonbtto save their 
own liv~::~. I>c.~hn, the son nf a go,·eruor of Ten
n ·~ , who !led for nturdcr, died n liule before my 
nrrinll1 confes:;jng his criruc~. ::io accustomed are 
the inhnbitnnt.s to the nppcnrnnce of fugitives from 
judice, lll<ll they tu·;, pnrticularly careful Lo make 
inquiri~ of the cho.rnctcr~ of ncw-comer:l1 an<l gen 
emily ubtntn enrly nntl circum.-tnntial information 
~oncerning .trcmt:rtJr~. lntli)Cd it is ''cry common to 
hc•u thu inquiry made: "what did he do that made 
him ll:'a\·e home'?" or 11 whot hn'''' you como to •rexns 
for?!! iutimating nlmoet nn n~ umucc of one':; being 
n criminnJ. Xot witltHtnnding this slate of thingp, 
howc\ur1 the.goocl of the puhlicnnd of e.'ch indivitlun.l 
i ~ lWillcntly \lepPmlanl on the public moral,, that 
nllnppc.-.r ready to dl~countt:llllOce and puni~h crimes. 
E\'en men who hnvc bct•n e~pntriat<.>tl by fcm of 
jlHicc, an' hare nlltong the lru;t who would be dis
posed to hield n culprit, guilty of a crime n~inst life 
ur ptopNly. I can "ny more i for, if 1 may judge 
from r.viuonces of genom! honc..-<Ly and confidence 

11 het\\ ecn mnn nnrlmnn1 1 l'hould think money would 
he n_ afc without luck nnd key as in our own coun
try I nrn confident that if stores were left in some 
part..: of the Uait.ed Stntc without a wnlch and ex-
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~ u DtaDJ.: are in Tpu, they waa1d -~ 
ooe oC l~ ~ Dil• .a,. pnwinoe bariDg .... 
~ RC~ently ~ nfiUiar ~ 
~ ll&ill very lm~y pcoYided far iD t.bil :y, 
&11, inbabi&ao&a .bltJe &bOuahlk a....., iD many 
cue. Lo ~ &lae, adminil&ra&ioo o( pUDilb.....C. -
public. c;riQia iuto their own bancle. Their in8ie-
Uone, if Dot alway• t.be l1lOil jt111. or juaicioua, iN 
JfQ ap& to prove efticaciout. Ia BraJ{IOI'ia, aboaL t.be 
~ of my vieil lbenr, a man IIIODFJ japecled or 
lObbing a atore, (aud probl8y piky,f ,... &abo, 
"bjppecl ..... croppad wi&bout judp - ;.,, aod 
turned oft' to find bia way ou& et the ........., • be 
~let, bul ~, NUt .for ••idtdioa if ... 
w.._..---..~. 

Ia cim c:am. a ,_ DOl ._ am..-, bal far 
more amicable aad humane, ~ b a tilDe pur'"*' e~pt~CiaiiJ in &be iofaocy vf ... ealooy. I 
beard il ... or - • thif11 wi&hill the bowl
edge or every body laar enougb • nllidea& or 
• oouQIIy &o l'eiMIDber k, &hal when dift"ereno~~ 
...,. be&weea ..,. about P"JIIIr'~ &he CUI&om 

w6 10 ~r it to Coloael .Aaltin, w'o raericed ud 
· Lbe entire oooftdeuc:e of the inhabitant~. 

IIi r peculiar Mbbom-, ,. ...... au 
oat ~ .:II u '&Rea hUII'J man iDeo Yioleac, 
~ ... npeDiive .. Jae ,..._..., 
.... ........... • arraapmea& bylilliag 
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fur nn hour on n lo" with the cxcitci.l pnrty, and 
convcrsin 111 ucla n lllnnner n t allay bis pn -
ion 1 and con\'incc lua jmlgmcnr. 

'I'h rc i flu\\' nl ~an J:'clipc nn nyttnlamieraL0
1 

or couuctl, flll nlcaldc, or chief civil officer, and 
C\'ernl pcrt!On of some education who perform the 

p:Ul of ntln~CD.LI.lS1 much on the principles of the 
lows ul the United Stntcs. Men nccu.oo of high 
crimes ar~ however lllndc o\'cr to the l\lcxicnn nu
thoriti at the <1at of government of tbe "tale of 
Co.'lhuiln ollll 'l'c ·ns. 'l'wo men were now at :;an 
Felipe uncler a charge of munler, under k~ping 
und r trnint, hut were allowed t.o moye about the 
village. 

A fe\\· nnti\·e ?llcximns nrc "tlled in thi~ part of 
the province, nnd 1 wiln sed one afternoon a :-;pan. 
i h fl ndnngo dancct.l in the open nu hy n rmty of 
th people, C\ itlently of n low clru · 'l'ltere wn 
nothing worthy of pnrticulnr remark in the .lyle of 
the performt\uce j nml the mu ic, which was that of 
n \ iolin, wna poor indeed. A billiard table i!t publicly 
kept in the plncc, nud fouud 1llnycrs even runong 
such n lin;ited populntion. 

'l'he situntion of t-:inn Felipe mack me " agree
able, ns the country ucur it i" a little ,·arioo In i~ 
iorm. l\ly impressions were ho·wcvcr coubtl~s 
increased by tho luct tlmt 1 hnu long been familiar 
with the unvuricd and tiresome le,·d of the Prairies. 
'!'he land wns nlso vnrir.gntud with Yisible divkions! 

n· 
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• In the 6,C: to prk ·~· l~Guod. of prmte...,. 
en,. l:eel.,.. dDcillte.aall~ to Bruoria~ 
the conveyance of hllbt.: but the inconvenience of 
'hw 11aYip&Ml It ., p daaL \he land route ia 
poerauy pretJnecl, tiougb thet • .Jabclrioul and 
expeBilhl6 Ill the piMDt Mte of the GOUnlry. Tbe 
belllb of the riftr m formed of d loam, which 
.eadere paling boldl very ~t; and ift 11ea10111 

..t.ea -r waun rile, the aarteot il Jfll1 deep aDd 
rapid. lt ilr probable' thai. ..n IIMinboata will 
hereafter 1te mtnidbced Wkh great adnatage on the 
..._. Tbe waaer or tlriltliiiiiDil,ilalfty. unid, 
and puticullltly 10 whea the 8oodt ue btp. 

TJ.e went eeveral email 1t0re1 in San Felipe, 
~ ..,.._ of pit being llroagbt from ew Or

leaDilhroagh ~ cblefty by land, 11 before 
remarked. lfi& 61 tbe ioha~lf of the to 
han laDdi in thi 'tieiDlty : the tendl oQ«ec1 by the 
~n Gcmmment darcugh the empreericw, here 
il Well 'Ill elleWhire hi the ptoriou, ~extremely 
tliillf'!s', co tide·~ can .ublllk to the Jawa of the 
cou~ Here wtle many pmoDir wb() )lad come 
~ poe9f*iOD1 with good tit.lei, ~ besati(ul e&

caa, n rely for occupying them, &ad paying the 
npenees of'SCteyillJ, recording &c., alt~r not 
exceeding • hundred ftfty doUan. Sia,le 
men DN th tftmd, in t enjoyment of their quar
ter leapee : inore beautiful and fertile, o ftll u 
more eDenlift tblm wome old family ~on1 of 
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Europe, which hnvc been objcot of env from age 
to ngc; nnd by lllrrcly becoming n ll13rrietl man, each 
is entitled to nn nddition of three limes as much 
lllQre, in tencl of becoming by thnt metl!!llrt•, o..s in 
mnny other parts of the world, nlmosL of nece1 ity a 
heggnr. 

• 
• 
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CHAPTER XXJV. 

San Fellpe.-SeulcmcnL-Tcnna of the rraut to CoL .A\Illtla;'

Protatant. l'Xcludcd byiAw.-.A noman CatholiC l'rlm baptialng 
aDd marrying Protcatant&.-A Cara~-:So roedl nonh of San 
Felipe. 

TaB eetiJReot of Sao Felipe wu commeoc:ed io 
1&94J»y ~ Ultio. Hia fil&ber, M... .AUI&in, 
who,'1. ~ appear, firat formed tbe IJIO.iect of 
iptroducing llttlen from tbe Uoi&ed &alee into 
T~ wu a Dative of Durham, CoooecticuL M .... 
Holley mentiooa, in her 'fLeuera on Texu," that 
he firat propoeed aue&Dpl ~ OD thit IUb.iect 

in lil9: and iD 821 wu authoriled by the~ 
iah authoritiee in Mexic.2. to introduce three huodred 
fan:Miee into Tuu. d' co~~~equeoce of fatigu!" q 
~ iocwred during 'Ilia journey through die 
~ nm Beqr to the Uoi&ed Sea-, howe?', 
~ ,after died, l~viog ~injunction oo hit eon, 

Stephen F • .AUilin, 10 prveecute hit plaDL 
He fOmmenced a eeulemeot on tbe .IJrazo~ river iD 
December, 1821 ; but the roy euft'erecl ~ 
WI.Dt from ~ to. or the t c:argoee or provieaoal 
eeot out 6lr them from ew Orleaoa. One wu lOll 
OD the coUt, aDd the other wu takio after laoiliog 
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IJy tit l ntli:~.n . 1'hr) lh'ell ror me time on the 
tnu tnn thc.r killed w1 the Prairies, nnd nrc snit! to 
hn\'C eaten nLout one hurulrt~rl of them. Indian .. , 
llclongiug to C\'er:~l lril>cs, nt tlwt lime occupicll the 
country nrouncl them, nml t".(lfl lllntly exposed them 
lO tlnngcr. Ju 1 2 1 Go!. Au in wn= fl.'(JOircd to 
1nnkc n journe) by lnnd to ~IcAioo, 111 geL the nppro· 
hntion of the rcpubli..:nn go\'crunwnt to the pmgre 
of Ins col<>ny ; nnrl in the c i~;trng stntP of the coun
try ron mnny ri k , Juring t1 journey of twch·c 
hunc.lr&lrnilcs. IJu,•iug ucecetlcrl: he relllrned: hut 
found thnl mnny of the ulcm hnd g Ut' tinck, o.nd 
thnt others who hod e.ome ouLto join him, htul csto.b
lishetlthem l~cs nl Xncogdochc.:o nrul the Ttinity 

ri\'cr. Since 1 hnt time thi' col ny hi\. been incren£
ing ; o.nll it.s ucc:r hns rn•lunlly 111::ule kno\\'11 lO 
the citi7.cn of the uitcll stnt · mcthing of the 
rh•antnges of the soil nrhl dimnt •1 nnd nurocteJ 

•nnny elllcr;, pnniculrlrlr frum Tt'nnc,..,t'e, Alnlkuun~ 

Kelllucky, nrul olhcr south rn nnd w ,tern st:ttc'. 

It i tr,ltlge, ho\\'0\'Cr, thnt tire· r ·ulinr terms on 
~\·hitft llicllli.' IHB nrc in\'iJI'J nnd niJmn,;d U)' tho 
;'lle.'\:ican lnws hould hnvt' hccn unknown lO . 
groat nn e.>.:ll'lll nmong u , anti th!lt "'o much hould 
hn\'C been m-crloolwd nnd eo much pr ~nmetl upon 
without irutniry or pn1pcr in\' ,tiaalion . 

., lone) \ u tin, in ol tnining thu nuthnrity Ul pro· 
cure clllera for hi grant or colony ns it is called, 
nC(JIIired no righl lO tho Poil, but only the power:: of 
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an tift!lll for th' go\'ernmcn 1 to giro titles to ScltletlJ 
on comlilion of uc~upnn~y, nnd the right of having 
fin~ lengu for emry hundretl sculctl under hi~ 

direction, without expcn c to tho W'\"ormuent. lk 
(»'iti<ln, howc~cr1 hilS ~ccured other mh·auUlg~ to 
him::elf, nml he hn» now ns I unrlerslood, lJecorno 
proplictor of tunuy vnlunlilc tmcts of lnntl in ct.ffi rent 
part.s of the pro\·incc: lir t, liy loouiug uis lh c league 
tmcts, nnd sccorully, in the following nHuutcr. 'rhere 
hn,·e lJeen uoL n few settlers who fpuntl it impos~ible 
to pay e\·eu the hundred nml fifty dollnlll chllrged n 
expen~ou each gmm ton seWer; IUld in nd,nncing 
it for them, he has often taken n tense of the lnnd 
for ninety·niue years. I wn.s informed thnt he hnt1 
uow about liC\'euty leagues, for some of which he 
hnt.l ieru~etl three clollnrs ma ncre. 'l'hcse leagues, it 
will lJe rcmc111beretl nrc )lc:dcno, nrHI oqunl to forty
four bundrctl.nnd twcm ncres nntln (mction1 Eug
lilllr: 

The priucipnl objeetion to beoomiu • n colonist in 
this country, ariiiC9 out of ~he intolcmru:c of the lnws. 
Prl.ltelltauts nre not nllowt:tl to hn\"c places lor public 
worship, nud lito lcgitimncy of no 111nrringc ceremony 
it acknowledgt:tl unl performed by n Romun Cnth· 
otic pri61l. Und~r the go,·crnmet\l then existing, 
viz: llaat commonly cnllctl the u urpatiou of l}ustu
mente, there \\'l'rc uo hof of nny impro~crnem in 
thill rct~pcct, ns tlw intr.r '-"lB of tho nntion WCIO oppo· 
sed to thoSe of Llac rulere, whoso chief supporters 
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were the Europcatls nnd the clerical and nristocratical 
nnth·c-:. It is howc\•er goncrnlly 15elieved by cxpcri
cnWtl nne! intelligent men in our own country, that 
the Romnn Catu lie sytltem is by nature inimical to 
rcpubliCllnism, antlthnt ooth cannot have nt once the 
n::ccntlency. Some of the moet patriotic nnd expe
rienced among the \Texicttn aud • ·omh ~\.rnerican 

stntr:;men are nlso known to have adopted the same 
Opiuiun, nficr hnving H'Cil n long and di~astrOUS 
cout~t between these two systems. Tlte clerical as 
well as the papnl power hns hoon impaired in Mexico; 
nnd if they nrc C\'Cr so far O\'crcomc ll" to permit the 
cstnbli hm nl. of religious tolemliuu, the ptiucipnl 
objection ngnmsL forming settlement.." in Texas will 
he remo\'cd. Until I hnt time arrin:s, tllis objection 
\\ill appear to mnny pcr~on~ dcdsi\'c. 

One dny during my stny at !'nn Felipe, I witnc;,;etf 
n ccremuu \' which would hm c lJCen rt'

0
"ardoo a~ a 

• •• ,·cry e.~trnordinnry thing iu Qllr own country. A 
ROill'lll vatholir. pric:-l bntl ur \·cd there) 1111 n l ur 
of :vi~itntion through the colun)~ nntl olft?red to per· 
form hapli~mal nnd nHnringo ccu·u1onic~ for ull who 
might witih to rcccin: tlu~m. lladng IJeen indtcd 

~ where be \\11 to rccch·e upnlicat ion-: nnd admiui,ter, nl 

a particular hou.;ejn the villngc1 lntt.endcd "ith two 
or three friend-:, 1.{) sec whtH woultll.le done. ~C\ eml 
~"elllc from the .. niter! . 'tntc-:, who I knew h.H] 110 

inclination in lhvor of Hornnn C'ntholic~;ru, nucl 
tlrou!ih tlwy ha.d received n l1rotc.;;tnnl education, 
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presentcJ thern~ch·cs for bripti m. These, ns 1 hnd 
rea..~n to bclie\'e, nctcil merely on a wi h to recom· 
mend themselves to the fnvor of the SO''ernm~nt . 
.. evernl aflcrv.·rutls came with their wh·cs, nnd were 
married ngnin, 1~"1. the legnlity of the Protestnut 
ceremony houlcl nqt be ncknowledgcd, nod stnntl n~ 
n bnr between their clezsccnclnnts nnd their cstntes. 

1'hc prie.t stlll&l that he hncl married llbout Jh·c 

nnd twenty in one- c\'euing in some plnce in the 
country, whr.rc mnny colonista hncl assembled on 
timely notice being gh·en of !tis "\ isit. He wns n 
jolly looking ohl 1llllll1 \\ ith \'cry little of thnt liedute, 
, enemble or e,·cn iutclligcnt nspcct "luch 11tc ru: 
ciatc with nn ngccl min' er in our country. He 
~howetl me incliu.:uion to j t on tt.e rJCCnSion. 
One f the fOUnP m who w lnndlng ready for 
hnpthn cmrgh my eye, nod rnUed. 1

' You mu~l 
not ltuttila/' rod lh ~ld urnu, "if )OU do )OU \\ill 

alway nftet\\ rd be laughing christinn : if you 
nrt sober 110w you wil be sober cluistinns nil your 
hvcs .. " • 

Ill' d y ruy nUentiou wn11 nurncted in s, 11 Fe
lipe !iy nOO\"C fiR.y mules, com ~ng n cnm\'ntl which 
hld ju l nrrin:t.l from om where to lhc nor1hw 1. 

They were 1111Ucr Ll1e chnrgc of ,./!;ht or ten men, 
who were principally .\Ic.xicnns, nnjl me of them 
Ulll und large. The pontlcrou sndtllcs onu mck 
seemed l~IIIC heavy enough olllnc l.d' lontllho poor 
\)casts; but ide th they hnd lO carry three ~tun-
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clred and !Sixty pounds weight. l\laoy of them were 
londed with Fpecie j nnd all appeared, like tbe beasts 
in the other carnvnns I had seen, to be excessively 
fatigued. 

'fhcrc is ~omethiug f!t.range in the idea of n con
sidcrn!Jic brllnch of trade being carried on over 
rcgious of great extent dettitute of roousand all indi
cations to mark routes ; yet ~;uch I understood was 
the nature of the country abo,•e tbis place. Among 
the pcrwus 1 f:I\W nl tbc iun;; were men who had 
come from the United States hy land, from Nat.chi
tochcs through tho unsclllcd tracts north-cast of us. 
The rond, wuich is ofteu ~;pokeo of ns an old one, 
and is lnid down on mnny ma~ is however a mere 
route, mar hod out by not.ched or blazed treeii, {that .is, 
trees with n brond piece of tbc bark cut smoothly oO:) 

19 
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Tr:wili north of ~OlD J.'dipcl.-fieporu Gl' lb 1 rqrfon.-- Pndulatlr.g, 
or" Rolling counlry."-A _.,.. mtll.-\'nrlcd ami agr blc Ken· 
ery.-l'hangc of product .. r«ka.te.-.\hnner of tra\C'IIIug. 

As there wns yet no nrriml of n ,. cl fro111 the 
nitcd :O:tnt~, ntH I of course nCI prospect of n 1 ngc 

thither at leASt for n couple of weeks, I fell fn\'llmbly 
di posed to mnkc n joumcy n little further into th · 
country, espccinlly n it woul1l prolmhly pro\'e n1uch 
chenpcr thnn to remnin in the town, nmltwo of my 
friends were nbont to ct oil' on uch nn cxcur~ion. 
Befom we took our t.lcpnrturc, we nwt '' ith n judge 
from Alnb.1.mn1 who '"'ns looking out for Inn.! to pur· 
cho.sc, with the intention of mnking n clllcment i 
nnil he tlclerminetl to nccompnny u . In tho region 
beforu us we hntl to look for nothing like inns, and 
must nnticipl\lc rccci,·iug only such nrcommodntions 
as we could lind nt the scntteriug eslt\lc we might 
meet with, or, when none were to be found, tnking 
up with what we could obtain in the uninhnllilctl 
country. 

Every body we hnd conve~etl wilh hml clcscriboo 
the land M c.:'<cellcnt nnd the climn1c ngrce.1.blc; nnd 
we hnd reason to coucur in their jud •mcnt1 from tho 
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tirsl glilllp:!es we caught on our journey. \Ve had 
changed tho smooth und npparcutly endless levels 
over which we had tru\·cllcd ~o long, for n "rolling 
countl'} /' which prCI;cntcd us n constant nnd agreea
ble :~UCCb,..iou of hill anti tlulc; nntl us the woodland 
\\ ns nnre nbuutlnut, the C)e was relic\'ed witl.1 an
other sort of variety also, which j, perhaps as ueces

l'M)' to it:~ grntificutiou, ns an occnsionul irregularity 
uf ,-urfnct•. 

'I'hc uudulutiug or rolling country i~ dbtingui.shed 
frotH the c~tcnsin, lc\'chr he low by ;:c\'crnl marked 
rhnrnctcri.-tic:::. J •) ing bct\\centhcm and the mouo
tuin runge for ,C\'Cill)' aud nu huudretl miles, it is 
more t:lc\'Uted 1 hun the former, and perpetually vnry
iug the surface, but without hrcnking into ridges or 
rising to high hill~. Ucynnll Hl·\1 ti\·er the timber is 
confined lu tire borders ol l-trcatll,, nud j,. not, as bcrc, 
plelllifully iutcrnnnglt~d with open Prairie land. .:\ot 
only i the t;Cctlcry beautiful, !Jut the country is more 
healthful, lhc soil dark, !i rtilc nod well watered. 
ln~rl'l!i ore not lrouhlcsomc here n.:1 beiO\\, except tile 
1lius, which still lorn1entc,1 our horses. B\'ery thiog 
which i~ cullivntc<l on the h.vcl will flourish here, 
c.xccpt long atnplc colton nnd tmgar cane. Rocks 
u~eful in building nrc nl,oo fouud, which nrc 
elllircly wnUling below, particularly lime stone. 
l\lrs. Holle)' rcmurks that I hc:;c regions arc as fa,•or
nblc ~ the lc\'els to cnulc nnd ho~:>, nnd better for 
sheep nnu horses, whilo cxperiment.s have proved 
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that wheat, rye, out.s nnd llnx mnr lx: wltivntetl 

with sue~. 
After n ride of live or ix: mil~ we reached n creek 

where we found onu of those mre but moot u ful 
c."tnblishmcuL"', n snw mill. Log hou. es nMy satisfy 
the first !!l!ltlcr in n country, ~pecially it' the rnl!lln~ 
of subsistence nre prccmiou~ nml ucmnnc.l the whole 
attention of the coloni ts, or if there lx: dnngerou 
cncmie:; nl hnnd to be c\pprchcllllcd. ~uch was the 
,;tale of Te'\:ll" until within n few ) can;. Bm now, 
when there i nhunclnnce of fool nrul nothing is 
npproheodcd from the twnges, peapt.J hegin to think 
of their convenience, nne\ to n~l;: for mething hettcr 
thnn logs to con~mcl Llu:ir tlwcllingtt uf. 

'\'e stopped for omc time nt the ,lw cnill, noel 
convcr:red with the owner, wiJC) wdcornccl us into hi 
house. J lc hncl n noble tiehl of corn, ruul other igns 
of p~perit)" nrouml him. AL hi tnhlc, (for we 
dinetl with hitn,) w u found C'\:cell ut fnn·, nntl thnt 
in nbumlance i but lmc.l been foccwurnt!tl, nne! nftt•r· 
wnrd more fully rcnlizo•(l, tlmt Wt~ IIIU L put up wil11 
more sitnple foocl thnn \\ e luul gcucmlly bec~u up· 
plied with befote. Flour we could nol long t'XJ>CCl 

to sec, nor nny tlting composed of it: it i 1\ luxury 
here, the tran~portulion bciug so cxpeu h·c, n to 
forbid it.s usc to persons of the pourer cln . 1'ho 

· stream on wt.iclt tl1c mill \\11 crP.C:U:t.l, we were inform· 
ed, is rni~cd by the lloocl thirty feet nl>O\'ll its orclinnry 
level. .Ncar tit is plnce I snw the fir l wild r) c 1 o\'er 
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wet "it h. h \1 ns growing in I.Junches here and there, 
hiHI uore n geuerul r~cmulauce to comnton rye, but 
wn, Clllll>itleruiJiy l:itllullcr. 1 often saw it nfterwnrds. 
Hrre ulw for Lire fifdl tirue I l!t\W wild indigo, which 
; ... preferred to tlmt of tho , 'outhcrn . tate.;. 

As we procet'utl<l beyond, we found the country 
prl',ctlling IIHUJ} beautiful ~ccne3: the open onturo.l 
lidd~, destilllw of bu,ohcs of nil sorts us well a!' of 
tree,;, were gcucrull} liltiOOth and uniform in their 
11pJcnrullCC1 though .;preod 0\'Cr an undulating SUr· 

fitce, while the grorcs und woods which here and 
there interrupted it were di~posed with a degree of 

beauty c1uitc singular. " • e had now to expect 
iulmuitnut,; only nl great irttCr\'uJ,., the population 
being much more thin 111 thi,o purl of the colony: so 
thnt we could uot find a hauit.ntiou in \e.;s tho.n Len, 
twt•uty, uutl iu some Clltic:• thirt)' mil~, autlthcn not 
al \\'U) " C\'CII a curnfortahle one. \\ e bad already 
IK>guu ngaiu lo !iud frclJIICllt u.,;e for our compass, 
wltkh, we had l~ecu infonned, 1nust be our principal 
dt:J)Ctu.I.Ulce during our excur,-ion. 'l'here is however 
a ,gcncrnl d1rectiou which nll trn\ellcro toke in this 
part of the colony, M mny be seen from the mnp. 
It lie:; nlong between the Brazos and Colorrulo rh·ers, 
nearly miclway, anti bet\\ een the heads of their nu
tnc.ou, branched. The bn>oks are generally bad to 
cr~, i rulll it IS better to nr~id them, even at the 
c:~..pcn~c of a hult: cit'Cllitous trnvcUing, than to nt
tcrnpt the forut~, which o. stranger cannot often fiml. 

19" 
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Keeping thu,; in the gcncml t\irl'Ction of tho two 
ri\'ers by the nitl of the compn : thnt i nbout 
North :'\orth 'Yc~t, we occn ionnlly bent our course 
to the right or left to hem! ome tributary of the two 
stream:::, or c.lc\'iated this wny or thnt t\.6 thu vnr) ing 
surfncc of the undulated ground offcroo nn en ier 
pa ,:ngc. ~ometirncs nlso tho !Jcnuty of a scene 
would nttract \13 n little onl of our llin .. >cL ~ursc: for, 
the further wo procccdetl, the more were our surpri~ 
lUlU plea.:;ure cxcitctl by the increasing richn of 
the lnncl~cnpc. ,\•e hntl ever before u u mooth !Jut 
swelling surface, with O(H:Il lawn , pntdt nnd 
grov of W()()(l1 where narrow \allies wound between 
gentle ncclhitics, hero o.ml there O\'cr ltmlowed by 
thick trees, which in some pin occupictl the sum
miL£ of the hill 1 nrul in others kirtetl their lw or 
spremltlown their id . llo.ving nothing to cOniine 
our course within nny fucd limits, nnd f, ling nlwn)s 

thnt our course \\'CUHIII un culccl one1 we W"re uficn in 
dou!Jt whet bet tu tnkc the \ale on thi or tlmt side of 
some liulc crnineuco before 11 , nntl wcro rc.uly to 
r;tnncl nnt.l hcsitnu•, l.lcing ocpmll)' plc.1 tXl with both 
lho verilnnl toutcs thnl lny heforc 11 • 

\¥ e epcnt the night M the hou · of n coloni L cd
dcntly of the pootcr clr Flour was there but 
little known; lmL we wcrtl furni !ted with cnkcs 
mndc of lnJian 111C:1I1 which were\ cry goOO, though 
unnrco111pnuicd by the \ nricty of mcnts which we 
hntl found nl the inus of san l'dipo nncl on lltc 
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road thither. Here I ln trd the fi~t good water I 
bad fouml in 'l'exns: that in the lower country 
being inferior, nncl nlrno,;t without exception obtained 
from brooks or ti\'ern. Our host, l•owe,·er, in hill 
JlO\·crty wn rich in n good weJJ, nod in water of n 
much impro\'cd quality: for we wcrtJ now in n soil 
more nbundnnt in rock<=, and of n dilfcrcutnuture from 
tbnt we had lcfr. 

\Ye were orncwhnt nnlll ed by ob!;erving the 
mth r rough nnrl uncouth manner:-; of two young 
men from n retired settlement, -Ollie.' di lance inland, 
who IOJIJIC<l hero on their" ny to San I'dipc. They 
sccmetl to rcli·h ns highly n'" we dul some of the 
plain but wholesome food which wns placed before 
11 ; nntl one uf them, uflt•r taking n lrtrge drought 
of some of thtJ richest milk in the worM, turning to 
his comrndc, . nid with pcculinr cmplnll!i~: " If \Hl 

could tnkt: this milk nlong with u~ in our guunl. nntl 
hn\'c it fresh on the P miric., 1 tell you, 1t \\ ould oo 
IIUUCCOU ." 
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Truc:la north of San Fcli~, (tOIIlinued.)-J~t of a fe«llllut com· 
panlon.-Belluhfu~ bu1 tolil ry •ceue..-Fiv•CT1 rueadu,."I.
Woody ubmla.-Li•lng atruu ... 

liA\'1!'\G nothing to hMlen us on our journey fu.ster 
than our convcuicucc tlictnled, nntl being fr~e from 
nnxi"lf, ru1 well ns the npprehcn ion uf nny tlitliculty, 
we often r~ortecJ to such Je,•ic:es M travelling BOIIle

tin•es ugg~lil to l.Jeguilc the \\8)'. One of our 
p..·uty, M we hnd obscr,·ed, nlwnys dil!l'JIIIt!nretl on 
stopping nt n house. running in to uuk \\ ith the 
inhnhilnnL?, tllll to ingratiate himcclf thnt he might 
obtnin the IICSL ncconunOtlutionii, len ing u to lake 
care of our horses. ( lu reaching our slopping plncc 
on the ecconJ e\'cning, nfter we had 88 usual l.Jeen 
left to put out our hor cs 1nlo the Pu1iric i nt~tl "hilc 
we were rubbing tlo\\ n our mu tangs nrul ll\1bbling 
them, n negro boy cu1ne out of the houoc under 
peremptory ordcril from our companion within, to 
liCe to his horse. One of onr party, who poescsaed 
a good ahnre of roguish ingenuity, nfter 11011\C inquiries 
about the gentleman in the house, how he looket.l, 
and \\'hRt he woa doing, toltl the boy in rather a low 
voice, that he had better not come ucarer to him than 
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wn nee ry, for it wns possible he might hurtlrirn, 

though still he tlicl not think he would. The boy 
n kl!d why he ncccl be nfnlid of him. He replied 
thnt lac dill not certainly know that then! wos nny 

renson - he hoped there wns none-hut tlu: mnn 
hnd been bitten by n mo1l cln!!, oncl it WOQ rnther 

un• •'rU\in whrt her he WO!' not growing mnd him elf . 
. 'trll he wouhl nnt nlnrm the boy, hut cautioned him 

not to l>c nfrnill, for there might he no tlnngcr, though 
th re wn somcthin r rntlll'r trnngc in tire conduct 
of hi poor fricml. 'l'his wns erhlll~h for the hoy : 

ho w nlmoel ufrni.l lo touch the horse of uch a 

rnnn; nntl "hen, n nromenl nfiem nnl~, ot.r CViii

:':!.!!il'tu r.nttH'•'t!t "r thf' lu"" ... , h,. ~!U!!k !!~~"!•:-' 1W'ltintl 

th • hor , nntl thourrh he wns in n grent hurry to 
get him un ntlcllecl, kept hi ey • ti ·ell swatlily on 
the owner, rio ely wnrdring his mntion11. 

It '('nke ofl' thnt brielle !'1 C\dnimetl the imp:llicnt 

tn\\ cller, in n tern vni..:c; nut! 1 he hlnck hoy "Jirllllg 

olr null tlnrtcd n wn y n Q fn ~t n h i!l fllCI could carry 

him, nurch to lh•! voxa1ion nnd urpri'\' of our ~:olll· 
pnnion, whn rnn nftcr him I\ little tli-lnnce: hrt could 
in no wny nc.-ounL (,n hi- iugulnr anti pro\·oking 

contlurt. Wht•n \\'6 Cll'crc·tl the hou~e. things nr
pcnn~l a grt•nt den! ano1c tilrnlli!'C: ftlr 1hc negro hnd 
ru hcd hn aily into tho miti•L of the fnmily, and 
in hi tt•rritied . lntn conrnmnicnlr~ tho nlnnuing 

tnle, 1 hnt tho gonllcmnn lu•d hcen hittcn by n mnd 
dog. Jlc, uncon ciou nll the time or what nn 
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c!Tcclunl I rick wns pltly ing on~ cndcrworctl n ll unl 
to render him~clf M ngrc~nhlc n po iblc, by pltlii'IDIIL 
convcr:-atillll with the inm:\tc , nnd c pccinlly the 
f~m:•lc.•, with whom he hml ulrcmly formed u partial 
ncqnaintnncc. \\' e could !'CC llrnL they looked on 

him wir h mnrkctl npprchcrbion, tuul rctrcntetl whcn
c,·cr he npproacltetl thcnl. One of them took 1111 

op(l<Htunity to inquire uf the slory-lcllcr the truth 
of hi, own chnrgu; nml hi.; rlll wcr confirmed their 
fcnr;; nud rotloublctl their cnution, though after 
confc.:..;iug: with nppurcnL cnndor, thnt his frit!nd 
hntl hecn bitten, he ,tated tl\1\t there \\ ns no ccrt..nin
ty of evil con~ 'l)llencc<~, nrul it wna a thing \\ hich 
,,f "'''""' t:uuld uul. Le llh ntion111l to Lhc sufferer • 
• \ lx-tl time npproochetl, the mi t or the hou e 
cxprc.~-cd her f&~r-< I t trouble should nriEe in tho 
uight ; for the hou,c, nccouling lo cu~tom, contnincd 
but two rooru,., and \\'1\ not built for &.ocurity. :She 
therefore urgcJ u to 6lccp bctwt.:en I tim nml tho door, 
and by no menns to let hilll 1~ us. It so hnppcrll'd, 
lrowevcr, thM he cho,.c 1.0 sleep ne:\t the door fur lhc 
snke of the air; ant.! iL was with great diffil!ulty thnt 
we coult.l keep their fcnrs wilhin boundd. '!'he ill 
disguised nlarm of the ''hole fumily, wn<~ nol less a 
source of merriment to him who hnd bceu cbc cnusr, 
than of surpri.:>e nnd wonder lo the suhjcct of it. 
" 'hnlcver member of the household he approached 
promptly withdrew; nnd ns for lhe negro, whcuc\'cr 
he wo.s spoken to by him, he would jump nnt.l roll 
his eye~. 
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In tltr moming, wheu. we were about to depart, 
we cmtunis~ioucd our hl!!icd compauion t.o lJilY our 
hill: hut lUI he npproo.clted the hoslesll, she tlc.d from 
hir111 i\IHI -hut Lhc duor in Ius face. "I waut Lo pay 
ottr bill !'' suid he. " Oh, if yon will only leave the 
lwu ~," cried she in terror, " you are welcome to your 
l()(lging." 

On the third tiny two of my r.ompanions returned 
to :-:nu Pelipo, ~;o thnt 1 pttr~ucd the remainder of my 
Jomney in company only with my judicial friend 
fro111 Alnbtunn. ~cenes simiJnr Lo tha=e already 
t!cscribct.l were !'till presented to u~; and no deflerip
tion which I can give, will do them ju.~tice. ~urely 

no lam) could be found in any p~rt of the n·oriJ, 
where nnture hus done more LO give the lnnd~(te 
!he a-peel of llrt. rrhc mooth lawns spn!.1d their 
urwarying coal of green O\ er the swelling -urface, 
still Len ring th~ nntne of Pmirie, \\ hicl! j., ooL 
conlitH.:d to the level" ac; j, sometimes erroneou=ly 
supposed. Otl one side they would often wind up 
n nat row \alley, while on the other they terminated 
t;Utldenly nL n clump or grove of noble fore:-t tr~, 
which rose slntely nod tall as if no~ only plnnled, IJul 
pruned IJy nn experienced hand. The proportions 
between the open grounds nnd woodland, with their 
di"po~ition nnd arrangement, continually impres::ed 
the mind with n vague iden thnt they were all tbe 
ciTcct:; of human calculation nnd d~ign : and 
although we often saw neither a habitation: nor di:r 
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• covered the foot:>tep of o. humnn llcing or a domeo;tic 
animnl, for more thnn twenty tniltlS together, we 
never felt alone or .cemcd fully to teuli~:e th!\t we 
were in n c: dc,.crt wherein dwellc:th no lllnll.u 1 Icre 
we o..:casionnlly saw rcpct\tetl a uaturnl phenomclltlll 1 

of nll otheril, perhnp· the utost nearly t~mhling n 
work of art : 'iz; tho.;c long rnngcs of fore:: t where 
the oulor trees form n pcrfc•ctly trnight line, nml 
cpring from the grt1 s of the Pmhic ''ilhout a bu h 
or a ~;npling nhout tht:ir root • 'l'he lllt.cting of two 
such line::, 1 have nl o contctnplntetl with urprise, 
where it ,.-ccmetl ns if n liltC field hml been brought 
to one of it:> nn!!lcs, nnd nothing wns \\'Onting but 
n fence to cotuplctc the r l'lllblnnce to cuclosetllnnd. 
'Phc open ground c\ cr}' \\here looked n if n culli
\'ntor would have only to put in his plough hnn', 
drop his seal, nntl nwnit his hur\'cst j nnd from 
muny points n pas;cngcr couhl fancy he might elect 
in the imugiuary cstnlcs of wealthy proptielOr&1 the 
arable lnml nnll pa turngc, nml tl&c pot tl i 11 tl for 
the on:lmnl; while pntchcs of brilliant Jlowcrs seem· 

cd to show n plcntlid gnrJcn alrcmly in hloo111. 
·w c now r~lli/.eJ1 whnt our fricntls hod told 11 ; 

thnl the country wns rich nrul Jclightf11l1 hul 

necdetl to be \'Ult!tl to be known. l\o wortl can 
do justice to it pcculinr appcnrancc, or excite the 
tceling· which we experienced in tmn·lling in it, 
ccpccinlly whl!ll \\ e wnm1crctl1 ns we often di1l, 
thru11gh unmc:\surctl tidd of Uowers, with nuthing 
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but the compl\Fs to dicUuo our course, while every 
thing seemed cqunUy ntlrnclivo on every side. 

Our enJoyment wus doubtle:;s enhanced by attend
ant cir~um ·tnuccs. Having nothing to press us on 
fa ter than we pleased to go, we were at liberty to 

procee<l nl nny gnit, or to repose at any hour, provided 
only that we used tlae precnutionc- necessary to bring 

us to t~ habitation befor(} night. We J1ad not tbe. 
wenri;~ome ''iew of the level and uniform Prairie 

before u~, and (with the c'(ct>ptioo of flies,) we.-e 
reliP.vetl from the nnnoynucc of troublc:;ome insects, 

50nle of which, po.rticulnrly the mosquitoes, had 
often gh·en us great vex:uion in tbe lower district, 
while the rolling country it~ happily free from them. 

1 
'Yc iounrl lhc wild rye very common io the:,e 

regions, '' hkh is considered 1\ sign of Yery good land 
whcrtlvcr iL is found . \Ye BllW abo tbe wild plum: 

n hon hu~h, which beara an esteemed fruit, of which 
on account of the sc:\~n, we of course bad no op
portunity to judge. On the few cultivated ~tales 
we row, cnllle were reared ns below. The corn was 

about n~ high ns my Fhouldors, and mpidly growing, 
heing the tall corn of tho south. \Yhnt subsequently 
l'lrurk me7 wns, that in pns!!ing at n moderate rate 
of tm\'elling, not long nflcrwo.rds, along the Missis
Pippi nod to the M uldlc and En!'tcrn StMet:, 1 found 
the scn:;on npparenll) gwwmg a little more bnckward 
till I ended my trnvcls in Augu~<t, and no where in 

20 
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advance of whnt it WtUI in thi" rl'gion of 'l'ex:ne, 
from the middle to the lnsl of lay. 

The most. common grnin in t.his part of the r.oun
try is Indian corn. On one etttnte 1 saw about nn 
acre and n bnlf of wheat, the only instance in which 
I saw it growing in this country. Lnat yenr, ns the 
proprietor informed us, it produceti a good crop; and 
when we saw the field, tho grain wns flourishing. 
'l.'his is sufficient to show thnt the common opinion 
may be well founded; viz: thnt thi upper C\lllntry 
is favorable to whent. Until mills shnll hnve heen 
erected, however, wheat will never be c.xtewively 
cultivated : for it would now 1Je an unprofitable crop, 
although the price of lJour i nbout t wenty-lh e dol
lars a barrel : so e.xpen h·e it is to tran port it from 
t.he landing nt llrnzorin. 

It was pleru~ing to find here a great plenty uf 
running streams, nbuntlnntly sufficient to water the 
country. Rocks nnd stones also nhoumling m the 
soil, offer excellent malerinls for the construction of 
fences, ns well os of better hou!le! than those we hod 
seen, while they presented n fenturc hitherto unknown 

to me in Texas. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

Tr~&Hle nor1b of San l<'elipc, (c:vn/inued.)-Nonb-we.t com~r of 
Austin'• Colony. \\ ild ho111e111 dc~r, bu!Talo.-Dread of lndianL
•nao Colomdu riYer.-Rclunllnf{.-Appc.-an.uce of atrangc111 on o. 
l'ra!rll!.-Rcncontrc.- Lu our way.-San Felipe. 

0:-a: uf my companions had accompanied me further 
thnn the others, becnuse he wished to inspect a tract 
of lnnd he bad obtnioed near the north-western 
corner of Austin's Colony. lleyond tbo.t angle we 
diu not dei!ign to go ; and on approaching the Colo
nulo rh·er near that point., we regarded it n.s the end 
of our cxcur-.;ioo. 'l'he l~t colonist we found in that 
diwction, wus a man who had emigrated some years 
befom from Pennsylvania; and hnd acquired a 
comfortable property in o. sborl time through tbe 
luxurinucc of the soil. He Wa.'! surrounded, though 
at no incon«idcmblo distances, by settlers from differ
ent (lfuUi of the nited States. \Vo saw that we 
were in n wiluer country, so for ns relnted to gnme 
nod wild animals, than any we h::~d seen; for having 
gradually arrived nmong n thin population, and 
approached some\\ hnL nenrer the regtons inhabited 
by Indian!', we oeco.sionnlly percei\'ed the tracks of 
hullulo, which ure nol uncommon tlJcre, o.nd hettrd 
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of wild hogs, bears nod punt her~. One of the 1.wine 
we hnd seen dend nl n hou,c nl ''Inch we luul topped 
n few tiny:; before. It hnd been .. hot, nnd thou •h not 
large, nppcnrctl like mthet n fonnidullle nuimnl, being 
nrmcJ with lll~k,; of consitlcmblu length, which 
curled back from his under jnw. 'l'hc unimnl wn. 
greyi~b, nnd of n di grce.'\ulc n peel. Acc01ding to 
common report they hn\e ornetinws nttnckcd men. 

Our hosl hnving propoeetl nn cxcun;ion to the\ cry 
extremity of the colony, wo ncccpl d it, nnd1 mount
ing our honses, nccolllpanioo hirn on n ride o\·er n 
very pleasant, though unoccupic1l region. "" e were 
still nnnoyed by flies. ". c snw d r nml mu Utugs 

in herd:., nnd f~t:qu ntly noticed the fr h mnrks of 
buffalo, which nr~ often kilbl hereabouts. We hntl 
left our guu nt San Felipe, con 'tiering them almost 
lUI useless ns burden me; but "o hml our pi to I 
with u,, ami our new COillp:tnion went hell r armed 
with hb rille. "'c soon pcrcche..lthnt he \\n uude1 
con:;tnnL npprchen ion of 1 111lian , nnd thut nn un
ccretUoniou fn hion which prcnlilctl, of hooting 
down rcc.l men ''here\ c1 they Wl're fouutl, wns the 
order of Ute c.lny. lie rocountcd tales of twoge 
murc.lers perpetrated on elder 1111d lrn,·cllcrs nL 
different times; nnc.l woultl often in ten upl him I( 

or us to MY: ccllow I would shoot nn Intlinn if he 
should jump out of the bu hes ) onder !'1 Ile would 
look, and ucL t<;!O, ns if he rcnlly ~x-pccleJ to meet 
every ruomcut with such an unwclcomu trn,·cllcr. 
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" 'e now began to think we had not done wisely 
in leaving oul' guna nl San J:o~elipe: for it seemed ns 
1f n Pclllcl 1 well ncqunintcd with the country, and 
heretofore engaged in tmvngc wnrfure1 could not 
euterr..uin :< lith apprehensions of an enemy unless 
there wn3 ~OIIIC real danger. ·we hnd before never 
ndmutcd n thought of fenr from "'uch a quarter: but 
now, the more we thought of the \'!lt!l regions uorth 
of u~, free to tho pru;:~age of n. wily nnd rnpid foe, the 
thinn&;:; of the populnt1on around u~, nod the Je

lcncclc.-:~ coutlit ion of the frontier, the more we began 
to ptuticipntc in the feeling, of our h011t, and to 
<:<:tutini/.c the grovc.-J nnd thicket:> ns we pas.'retl them, 

with unc<>llllllon care. Ilowever, we disco\'ered 

nothing to alarm our fc:tr>l uny further; and 1 as we 
were to turn our fncr..s for. nn Pelipe the next dny, 
we congmtnl:\tcd our:;clve~ thnl we should hllve no 
rc,t;;on for further ttpp1ehen,.ion. 

'l'hc Jircction \\ e bud taken, (road there was none,) 
brought us nt lllngth to lhc left bank of the Colorodo 
rircr, there n small slrenm nl this seMOn1 though 
,omctirnc$1 like the other 'l'cxas ri\'er::o, iL is raised lo 
a con~itlcrable height \\ c turned nnd followed 
tlowtt iLB course for t.'Ome d1,.tnnce, and nfterwnrds 

hm 111g it, we n•turnc 1 to the house of our new friend. 
\ \ e were now nt the north -we:-tern .corner of what 

1 commonly cnllt.ld Auotlll'!:l ti~t colony, lhough1 

11- I bnvc cbcwheru wnuu kcJ, this rerm is lo be 
unut•rstooJ here in n very limtlcd sense. Norlb 

20' 
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of it lies n "'!'nller tmct of lnnd, cnll\:<1 Au~>tiu' .. New 
Colony, beyooll which i" nnotlwr, called W tllintns 
and Austio'l!1 where n.s } et few seulcr::~ hntl been 
introduced. 'l'he nnture of the !'Urfuet'1 the quality 
of the soil, the production!! nnd clilllntc, u~ I wns 
informed, continue much the sunh~ for u grr.nl di+ 
lance beyond, nntl lllll!'l hcre<tftcl invite numerou;~ 
sctl.lera, when circum~tnn~ca t!hnll IJc more farornblc. 

The liiJcrnl and tol.:runl 'iews of the government 
of l\IelJco at the time when the fir::L part of thi~ book 
wns writing, we1e such tU! to encourng the hope 
thnlour countrymen mightiJc nthnill·~l \\ ilhout being 
required to renounce Protf!!tnnti<~m. In tllut cnse, 
if the country hntl contiuuecl to enjoy pen~~ and 
prosperity, nnd lnnd hntl till been gin:n to foreign 
emigrants on the snme term", 1m tlouiJ\ the c exten
sive and nltrncti,·e region would ltn\ c become rapidly 
occupied i being brou~l1t into powerful rom petition 
with thc wild lands within our own borders, and 
particularly th06C in 1 ho mljneent t,llttcs. But until 
some sure guamntce i given, there Cl\n l>e no uffi
cient security ofleretl to Protestnnts, thnt they or their' 
children will be nllowcd to worship (iod nccordiug to 
the dictates of their concicnces. A revolution hns re
cently occurred, which lms given thr. priests nntl null
reformers the n~endnncy. 

The foUowing morning we set ofT on our return. 
Having got rome information concr.rning the number, 
situation and bcnring'i of 1 he settlements nC4r our 
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route, which was further to the east than that 
which wu hnd trnvellcd bcfure; we intendetl to visil 
in succe.'- ion those ol which we mi,hl most conven
iemly dine 1111d epend thll three nights we hod before 

U". 
Though we hnd become familiar with the np

pcnmnce of the country in this pnrt of rbe pro
,·ince, w • were nererthcll' eomcrinwa nlmost con· 
vinccd ngniu that the rich und hcnutiful region nround 
u \\ns inhabit"d by meu like ourscl\'~. 1'\o token• 
of nt•olcct wete to be seen, no sign;: of thnt r<~denes: 
nml roughnes which we look for in n wiltlcrnclSS. 
lt secrnetlns if nothing hut the indu.:lriouo: hand of 
mon could luwn rcmovt•d follen trunks nnd brnochcs 
from the lll'lll honkr~ of the wocxl-., or chllekcd the 
growth of \\ eC(Io: and bu-hcs \\ hich are ro forward 
to rLe nncl tlt•form n lonely lawn. lL wns exceed
ingly difficult lo hclievr, enm nfter repented experi
encr; thnt the prncc '' hich reigned nrounrl us wns 

the lrntHJUiJ.Iity of d~cttion, and thul the genernl 
rilln ww the f'ilencc of d •nth. The univer::al 

quiet sceuwcl 1'\'Cr reud} to be interrupted by tbe dis· 
ll\ltl low of cntllt·, lhe w hclling of n scythe, or the 
bell of n 'illn••e clturrh: cncla of which would hn,·e 
been to my mirHl nccunlnnt with the seen~:, espe
cially the Ia l; lor the calmne: s of ullthing~ seemed 
calculated to remind one of the Sabbath. ""ith 
uch impr ion ·, nmid-t !!uch ~~ne~, we wound our 

wny nl leisure, foliO\\ ing the gcncrnl indications of 
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the compass, bur conslnntly mnking slight dcvintiuns 

from it, as the form of the ground, or lite n~ence of 

trees openctl our wRy most invitingly on the len or 

the right. The extent of Pmirie land, or open 

ground, ~;till preponderated over thnt covered with 

fore:>t trees, so thnt our proepeclli were ofien very 

cxten~ivc. 

ll wns on such n trnct we were riding in tho course 

of the day, when, looking nt n tJi,tnnt pnrt _of the 

Pmirie on the ca,l, we di co\'cred whnt we thought 
was n dro\·e of mu~tang · approaching u,;. In n few 

m oments, however, we perceived humnn beings, 

when our auention wns much rnorc strongly nurnct

cd, ns our lute fear, irnmCllintely s uggc.'-lctl the idea of 
Indian~. After wntchin~ them for a few momcnlB, 

we nsccrtnined thnt there wcru about u dozen men, 

moving with con idcrnble rapidity. \\ c ngrccd thnt 

it would be most prudent to nroid tllcm if po ihlt•, 

and turning our hor cs in nn oppusite direction, !lpur
rt.'tl them on nt n..-1 quick a pace n thdr wearin 

y·ould pr.rmit. So many ~zn ages, thought we, \rith 
only two men to dr.ul with, und these nru1ed only 

with pistols-this would he a hopeless case if they 
ure such relcntle; beings a. our h(M;t Lnd described. 

·while endeavoring to make our escape, we pli~ our 

pi:~lols in order, though with n sincere hope ~hut we 
should lmve no occasion lo ut:c them : bul we soon 
snti:!fied our~;clvc. .. , on looking back, that we were 

discovered by the stmngcn;, nod thut uu inten·iew 
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woultli)C unavoitlnble. \\I! then concluded that we 
hod nothing to do IJutlo au vance wilh all the appear
ance of coulitlencc and friendliness\\ r. could n"!!ume: 
nnd turning our hurtte.~, we proct>etled directly towards 
them. 

\Yc hntl now a bellcr llpportunily to scrutinize 
their nppuarnnrc: much hcuer indcctl than we de
l'irt.'tl; nntl it did not dimini·h our nlnrm to lind thnt 
they hnd n wild look, \\'t:l~ lllollntctl, nrmcd with 
long wenpo!h1 nut! rode willwut ll'gulnlity nt n hca•' · 
long nlle. \\ e were now nhlc to couut them, and 
found there were ten of the (Mrty: l>ut n;: we rapidly 
npproachccl cnch other, we f1"md they did not nppear 
c~!l.ctly like Indinn", hut though in rather ron_,:h and 
l!ingull\r clothet~, were not tit cs. ed at ulllike toa \'ages. 
'I' heir complexions, when we were able t,) tli:;
tingui h them, explnincd nil thi::. They were white 
IIWil; nnd, 1\A soon ns we tllrt , tc-<riticd much JOJ nl 
the rcncomrc, nnd ~;howed gn·;\l unxiety to ol>tain 
information about the t10111ltry. They were Ten
'' tc farmer;, nntl hnd jtH nrm ell from the 
Unitccl , 'tnlc'f, b) tho wny of ::\utchilochc~, that 
i, the old route which the ~punianl11 u. cd for 
two hundred years, nnd which i" now nnnunlly 
tron:llcd hy thu cnrnmns from the Rctl rh•cr to Santa 
Fe. They wNe nrmcd with l11ng rifle:::, nnd one of 
them curried bclund him the quarters of n deer they 

hntl killed onc.l skinned. 
The..,c men1 with n g••nernl knowledge of the fer-
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tility of the ~oil, the genial nnture of the climntc, 
nnd the terms ou which the l\lexicno government 
grunt title:;, hnd sold their tntes in 'l't' nnes: ec, nml 
hntl come on to tnkc up their re!!idcncc in thi~ pro· 

vinct•. l~noronl of the country it~clf, nnd tl tillite 
ulikc of guide'! nntl lnnll mnrk~. they were cou1 ing 

nbolll in high !'pirits1 )'l't nt tt venture, after the gcn· 
eml indication dcrh ell from their coulpa;l31 uml "ith 
their own e.xpcricncc in wild regions, townrtl'~ the 

lower ~cttlcn•ent.s. We glndly gn'c them nil the 
inform11tion in our power on uch ubject n th ·y 
inquirt.'tl nbout, nnd nftcr n "hort lmt ftientlly inter· 
view, took lcn\'c nnd pnrtetl from them. 

Out we hntl not gone fur before w • bcgnn to tlonbL 
nntl to tlilfcr nholll our own oou1 ; nne\ uftl'r much 
rcllection nnd conversntion, on the time we lmd occu· 
pied nnd the tlifll:rcnl cour we hntl stccrtJC11 ooultl 
agree but upon one thing nnd mnkc hut one di~co,·

ery, nutl thnt wu , 1 hot we were lost. Thi WI 

rnthe• n painful tnnh to be ocknowledgccJ, bill it wns 

indiqputable. Our circUin~tnnces were even 111orc 
unplea~antthnu wlu·n our pnrty wandered on thll 
Pmiric west of the Trinitlnd : for then we I mel sonll! 

tlclcrminnte object tu "cck: firsl Goose crt'c•k nnt\ 
then the Srtn J1.1ciuto. But now we h~d no lntul
murk LO look for, nno were probably len if not l\\ tllll)" 

mil~ distnul from the near· t huhitmion. W c wnn

derctl noout 0\'Cr the Opl'll Prniriu nnd I'OIIIrtimc 

through groves tu•J wood , until we had criou np· 
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prchcn ions of having to spend the nigul in the 
open air, nnd, who.l wns wor e, of going without 
food: for we hud no mean. to procure nny . 

. After wnndcnng thu~ for two or three hour~, we 

were happy nl di. coveriug n hou,.e, al which we were 
hospitably receh·ed by nn old womnn, who hnd little 
hul the bnre~t necc.->;.nries to offer us. • he l100ll Eel 

before 11'3 n rnenl of which we stood in need, nod 
which Wn!! a welwmc rcpn t to u,::, although iL con
l'i•Lod only of pork fried with onions, lops nnd all. 
I lcr itnple hou c n111l tnble furniture were wor:>e for 
wear, and one of our forl.-s hnd but one prong. he 

catetl herself with us, nnd immediately l>egan a 
regular and prolonged lamentation over her fate as n 
'l'cx:ns colonist. • 'he snid that nit bough the country 
wns healthful nml producth·e, her hu .. bnnd nol un
prospcnnt and her children well, she rcgn•ued Lite 
time when sht.l left the United -.:tntc.,, n coumry • 
"here there wac neighbors, for n distnnl lnnd where 
thcac wa nothing to ee or heM . 

. After lcnvin~ thi~ place, we trnvelletl :;!)llle di,tance 
further, when we llnw cnlllc fPeding on the Prairie, 
and knowing thit~ to be the u'ual iodicotion of neigh
IJOring inhnbitanll=, soon foun1l n bouse, where we 
mn,Je a short slop. The mn ter nntl mi.;treso:, as we 
were informed, were on n \Lit to a neighhor ~me 
twenty or thirty miles di!-lt.ant. 'Yc were invited in, 
however, nnd learnt mom of the chnmcler of t.hc 
coloni.t thnn pleased u , from n hn ty cxnminntion 
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of n few books we picked up: Tom Pnino nntl kin
dred writers whnl miscrnl>le collllllentntic:i on the 
nnture of their owner whnl miscruble n ·:10cio.t for 
the solitude nnd lei ure of these region~~, especially 
to n mnn in the decline of lifo! 

"\\.,. e :;topped n~llin nl Bell',; l'n w mill, nnd there 
mel n man, who, "e \H'rc informf!(.l, was preparing 
to mnke n :;ctdemcnt in thu nci~hlx>rhootl, nnd oc
casionnlly prcnched nl priHLtc hou"e.-l, .He wns o. 
mrthoc.lbt, but hntl encountered no obstru:lcs in con
ducting relig:inu~ WOrship in thi!l llll\llOCr. Of thico, 
however, under exi~ting circulll~tnnce: he could hn\"e 
no security. Thf} lnw nncl prcjllllicca nrc ngnin t it. 

On the road from thi3 1lnce to Omzorin, our atten
tion Wrul attrnctOll, 11.::; it hnu oftc•n been in other 
plnces on our route, to tho cxtrnonlinnry i:t.u of tho 
!!TnJIC vim·": which nrc \cry numcrou in tim WOOtL 

Tt wn~ no Ulll'.0111rnon thing t1l lint! their tocks lUI 

lnrgc in circlllnf<•rcncc n n 111nn's llody. \\.,. c found 
the blnck nmlhcr ry trees nlso \'cry nbunclnnt. They 
were nt thi !!Ca..;;on coverccl with ripe fruit, on which 
we rc.galccl omsclvcs, hy only ri11ing under till' hrulc, 
nncl picking the mulherri~ iuing in our sncldlcs. 

I lind bceu nbscnl from • 'nn Felipe six days, nnd 
my expense.~ hnd amounted to ju l th·o hillings. 
'rhc people 1 lind been nmong hnd uot permitted me 
to pay for food or loci •ing ; nnd the smnll 11111 I hncl 
got rid of 1 lind distributed nmong suet. of their 
o:hih.lrcn M would receive n little money. 
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On reaching . 1m Felipe again, I took up roy 
lodging,; once more nt 'Whitehouse's. I found two 
old ncqunimnnce." in tlw town: the ~wo Frenchmen 
we h11d deli'"crcd from the New Orleans schooner. 
Thc!Se poor feUow~, afler l~ing tbeir liule ~rgo, 
which wns noL insmcd, and having been sul.lject to 
conl'itleroble expenFe, were wnitiog for an opportu
nity to return to the l nited State.<>. 

\ cgctnbles of "nrions ldntls and excellent quality 
\\ e fouml now abundantly supplied from gardens in 
the \'icinity, and we hnd bcun~, peas, potatoes nnd 
onion::. The selllertj generally pay but little atten
tion to ~uch article.", or at best content themst:lvcs 
with ~ccming o. !'Upply for their fam1lie.-:, though a 
little c.nre "ould ensure them almost any supposable 
rJnnntity, such is the fnvornblc nature of the roil 
nntl climntc. Cal fi'lh nrc caught io the Brazos. 
Cattle of cour!'e nrc ubundnnt and cheap. A cow 
wnq worth frotn t!ight to ten dollars. Persons come 
here C\'Cf) year to purchase cattle to drive to the Red 
river for :'\cw 01lenns. 

During n "nlk 1 took by the rh·er, I saw a a la
d inn nud his t>fjllClW preparing lo cross the streo.m, by 
beginning to take of!' their clothes. Seeing me they 
moclt·~tly retreated, and when I nex~ saw_tbcm they 
had betnken Lhcmsel\'cs to the water. In order to 
convoy their gnrment.'-1 EH'ro:;s without wetting, they 
hnd rc.~orted to an expedient, which, simple ns it is, 
I ne\'cr hnd before seen adopted, but which 1 must 

21 
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mention. They plnced them upon n short log which 
they hnd picked up j nod this while iL :;avetl them 
the trouble of tying them upon their hends ns I 
should hnvc done, afforded them nitl in wimming, 
ns each rested one hnnd upon it. 



CHAPTER XXVIII. 

San f'tliJ't'.-An lndian.-Retum to Bruoria.-A ecrioua jcet.
Sel:ed whb a (e,·er.· ' 'lell lo Mr. WCI"tall'a.-Scverc illnet~~.-S&le 
or my white tnU• "'"P'· llcpl\rlurc from BI'IWirlo..-5muggli.Dg 
•J'<'clo.-S~I for lbo United SIAl~ 

'l'nrs Indian I bnd observed in the town, and ad· 
mired him ns the hnud:;omest man I had ever seen. 
I lu wns Lnll, strait, well proportioned, and moved 
with uali\'c ease nnd digniLy, bearing a geneml re

semblance to our northern Indians, though much 
surp~iug nny of them 1 had erer meL in personal 
IJCnuty. IU" tlreliS was little more than the waist. 

cJO(h nml blnukct; nnd io this he resembled several 
others 1 had hi!Cil1 who hnd come from the interior 
to !'ell their deer skins. The woman was dressed 
with more ~rc nnd taste. 

1 returned to Drnzorin by the way I had before 
lro\'ellcd, in compa ny witb six or seven agreenbie 
corn pan ions; but found it much impeded in severol 
plncetJ by the swelling of lbe streams. t...:Ome of 
the..oe, through which we had then easily waded, 
~rcre now ~o deep tbrlL our horses were obliged to 
f;Wim them. As usual, we had our jests to play 
upon cnch other, \\ htch served to turn lhe laugh of 
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the pnrty on ono nnd nnothcr hy turns. One of our 
jokes I hnd nftcrwnnls 11crioua reason to remetubcr. 
One morning some of our number had been partic
ularly fnceliou;o, nml 1 wn~ rather n ~ulli:rcr ur one 
of their pmcticnl je;;ts : for while wc tundc 11 top ut 
noon to l'l:!fresh oun-ch'L'S nt onc of the houses on the 
wny, my lnrgc, bro:ul·brimmctl hnt wns unnccount
nuly withtlmWil1 UllU WltCll Ill)' COlll!.t.'lllil.lll rClllOUlll

ed it \\'M no where to he found. " ithoul bcing 
altogether plensctl nt hn\'in!! uch n liberty tukcn 
with me, 1 nffcctetl more tli ontcut than 1 nctu11lly 

• 
felt j ntHI tying my handkerchief upon my hctul, I 

pruug upon my white mu tnng, nnd rode on with 
more gra\'ity thnn u unl1 though J pr umct.l thnt 
some one pri\•y to the trick wonl<l tnke c.'\rC thut it 
should not be left behind. 

I rode on however nhout four 111il 1 uffcring 
c.onsiJernhly from the heat of the sun, r1 ninst which 
I had nlwny<~ l>een well f'rolccted, nnd yet nothing 
hntl been ecn of Ill)' hat. I hrul, on the contrnry, 
been uantcrctl hy 801110 of my fricmls with 1\ tory 
of . jLs lying in pnwn nt tho holl we lmtllcft. 'I' he 
traveller who hnd dcprin!u me of it now li~~tling thnt 
I was resolved not to return for it, begun to repent 
his jest, nntl offcce<l to go hack nntl Lt ing it ru me, 
on condition thnl the pnsr hoult.l I.Jc forgotten, nntl 
there should be no more retalintlon. I ron cntcd to 
the term!!; eo, lighting u cgnr with hi sun gin 1 

and mouuting his mule, he ~cl ofl' nL n rupid rule on 
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hi rctnrn. He hnd not been gone long, when one 
<If the patty presented me with my hat, which he 
hnd ctrclly brought along with him. It was long 
hcfore our nbscnthorsemnn overtook us, having ~pent 
some litne in u. r.l~ inquiriel'l; and when he per
cch eel the ohjccl of hi~ ride upon my hP..atl, and 
rcoollc.ctoo the promi c hy which h11 hnd thoughll~·ly 
hountl hirn If, while he hnd IJound me, nollo have 
nny more j ting, he could only exclaim-" 'Veil. 
it' hnnl, hut il's fair." 

.,\l niaht I felt nn unu unl scnAAtion of fatigue, 
nnd Jcpt hnnl without being much refreshed; while 
on the foliO\\ ing day I found rny C'lf rnthcr languid 
n 11 tl tlcpr ctl. 

I fell somewhat intli posed for •cvernl clnys nt Brn.zo
rin, but wdl enough to nll~:mpt n horL c..:xcun;ion, and 
repented tny vieit In . Jr. i\k\ctl'. nud Mr. " ·e!OtnlFs. 
I found c\·cry thmg flouri~hing, nnd the rurnl ~ene 
wcnring the nsp··rl of orrcaler luxuriance thnn when 
I snw it bcforc. '\ ltilu nl the Inlier place I was 
sei7.ccl '' ilh the fu\ cr nttc.l ngue with violence, so thnt 
I wn unrahlll to lean- the hou~e, nnd wns C()lnpcllcd 
tO llCt' pt the kittd nntl urgent ofl~r Of l\Jr. " •CI'tall 
utul hi~ fnlllil}' to n•tnnin \\ ith them. They paic.l 
every nll••tttion! nnd reml~rcd me n:; comfortable ns 
circum tnnccs \\ m.ltl permit : but I ~uOi:rcd severely. 

'l'hcte WIUI n school krpt in the house nt thnt limo 
by Mr. Pltulp , who hnd ~·en in Cnptnin Par
tridge's Academy in tho :\orthern State.... ll wns 

2t. 
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attended by the children of the fnmily, hy those from 
Mr. McN!!il't~ nnd another neighboring c'ltale, who 

come dtLily, although the distance was con. idl:rnblc i 
and by two or three others from more remote hnbilll· 
tions, who boarded in the house. Arrnngementa 

were making to incr asc the school, by mcciving 
eeveral other children iuto the family. 

After remaining at Mr. W Cl!la!Ps about ten tlnys, 

I fountl myself well enough to return to Um?.orin, 

where ll Y~l h:ul in the mean time nrrh·ed from 

New Orleans, to take p.usnge in her, ns he wns 

about to sail agnio. lln\·ing dono with Prnirie trn\'· 

elling and white mustnngs, I took advautuge of an 

offer I recei\·ed, to sell1i1y liule hurse. A gemlemau, 

(the same one, by the way, who land been dec::eh·ed 

by his well dissembled infirmity at Harri burgh,) 

who had arrived in the vessel, and being now on n 

visit at Mr. W Cltall's propoecd to purchn.c him, noel 
gave me twenty dollars for hon!C, anddle nnd bridle: 

eo that I rec::eh·ed within n few dollars of what they had 

cost tne, though I had trtwclled so much. In eeti· 
mating the expen!IC I hod been at for hon~e feed too, 

it woultl be surpri!ing to fiud how little it coet.s to 

travel in such a country. 

My fevers nnd aguea now recurred but once in 

two dnys j and I fortunately found nt Brazoria n 
young ph}liaian, jOlt arrived, "ho \\'lUI glad to find 

ill me his first applicant for the purchase of medi
cine. I procured from him n small quantity of qui-
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nine, ufficicnl however to put a period to my di•C."\!!e, 
but for' which he 111ndu rne pay ten dollars. 

Aficr wuiting two or three duyll, I went on board 
the schooner emly one morning, nntl we proceeded 
tlown the rh·er. ~Ty wcnkne kept we l>clow almost 
the whole time, l:ll> thnt nothing prc."cnted i~gdf to 
my notice worthy of p~rticulnr altcntion until our 
nrrhnlrH the mouth of the ti\cr, where I . pelll n 
short tim· on lnntl. 

Billion (c\'crs nre one of the c\·ils the ~ltlcmenl 
of 'l'e ns hn to contl'nd \\ ir h : hut in a fnr le•s de
gee thnu in the most of our ~outhcrn • 'tate;:. . 

..._ \\" e hnd procectlt·d son1e di tnncc down the ri\'~r, 

whr.n t\ boat put off from tim horc bringing n lllllllbcr 
of 111311 ung I \\ hiclt the owner wHrctl to lm\ c tmnc:
portcd to the tJnitetl !"tnte-;, &:lying they contained 
specie, to the nmotllll nf tluce nr four thou•allll dol· 
b.rs. 'l'he b:rg were nil wet i nud llemntthnt they 
had Lccn bwught from the illlcrior under peculiar 
circum tauc~. ,.\ trmlcr who hatl tli~po~cd of his 
brooU soancwlwru in the north\' c-.t, nnd rccein .. 'tl this 
specie in pny, hy good lllitnngl'lllcnt h.ul nroidctl 
pnying tltc Jn,, ful tlllli"il al tile internnl custom 
hou which he had (lll" tl. At length, howe\l!r: 

"hen he hntlnlmo~l rcnchccl the end of hi'< journey, 
on the b:urk of tilt' ' !'tinily ti\'cr he WM O\'l'llnken 

J.y C\ crnl lcxicnn , who hnd some inlornmtion 
or en picion ngnill!'l hi111. The tmtlcr had just un
landed hi muh.o;;: :1ntl placed the oog of money in a 
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small boat, in which his nssistant at thnt moment hap
pened to be. 'l'he lnuer, on di:3co\'ering the Mexi

cans, silently pushed off, nnd rowed round n neighbor

ing point, behind which he dexterously rid himself 

of the load, by dropping the bags into the river. 

Then making such observations thnt he might be 
able to recognize the ~;pot, he proceeded leisurely on, 

as if nothing hnd huppenecl. The trrulcr wns seized 
and carried off for trial, on the charge of hn,·ing no 

gui~ which ill tantamount to a pnseport : but nftcr 
a liule imprLQQnmenL he wns set nt liberty. The 

money bad been recently reco\'ered, nnd wns now to 

be shipped for the United tat.ee. 



, 

C ll \ P 1' E H. \:: • [ .' . 

Lcte r.YI:tl~ in '1'~.-'l'ria" 1ua<.l •utr.:ring. of th11 colony at An.'\· 
ha~-A ndonmrnt.-Tha rc\oluaion ~{ 1!!.1'?.-t'IKtlcra..-Pro

Jrfe!.J of cololliz.tllon 1111101110 tliuricta.-Routc IICIOU Tcua. 

:-;, :.c£ the dntc of my \'i il to Tc ms, ~c\·cml chnnge · 
ha .o occurred, omu of'' hich hu,·c gi\'cn n dilfcrcm 
n~JlCCl to thin!,'l!· The chit•f of thc~c I mny briefly 
mention Lcfo1t1 I cl c thi volume. 

I hn,·c pokcn of tho duunctcr of the troops of 
theM iron nrmy nt .Annhuac. lL nmy oo prc~u
metl thnt their presence tlitlnut ntltlto tit~· cujoymcnh 
of the tllil!mnt.s. As tlll c:-.:amplu of '' hnt ~orL of 
men '' rc ntuong thctu, I m.ty utemion, that three 
uf the ldicra d ··rll'tl uno t1.1y ju L before my arriml, 
ntul n m 11 rcr, .\ '\utth AtncriCllll1 wru tl ·~patche..l 
to l>riug them la.~~wk. II•• 1 clu Ctl to go without per
t IIi ion to tnkc them "tluacl or ali\'c,:' which wns 
gmntcd. lie O\ctlook thu fugithcs on the l>..1nk of 
'l'mtlc bayou, whtlre they \\WU preparing n rnft to 
cross the trcHtll. On t;ccing their pursuur, they 
nttccnpletl ln lice, untl two en t themsch·t· into the 
\\'lll••r. 'l'hc messenger intuH.•tliatdy onlurl.!tl his mnn 
to lite, nntl oao wn :;oon hot tlcatl in the \\\llcr, aut! 
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anolber was wounded in the face. He returned with 
his pri,;oners while I wns at Anahuac, nnd gave in 
his laconic report with the utmo:;t indifference-" Col
onel, 1 hnve sunk one of your men and brought home 
the rest.'' 

But it was not their neighbon>, nor their unprom
ising circumstan~, nor their t1isappointmcnts nlone 
from which thCJ!;e poor coloni-1ts hnd to suffer. After 
the wreck of the Climax, their number:; were increas

ed by tho.-•e who arrived in her. When I left them, 
the. enson wns hastening on, when they mu~l be 
expo5cd to disease. 

Towards the end of ~\ pril, the agent:J recei\'ed 
written notice from Col. Bradburn, thnl they would 
be compelled to lenvc the country, ns the co•n1mny's 
claims could not be recognized : Gen. Teran regnnl
ing the law of the Gtlt of that mouth ns c.lt!cisive. 
That law forbade the settlement of 1wroons from nny 
country bordering on Mexico. Ilu however oncri!tl 
to tnke the emigrant" ofT tbeir hnntl,;, and to furni h 
them with land according to the term,; of the colo· 
nization laws. 

Among the circumstances worthy of note which 
occurred in the mean time, were the following: ~lny 
7th, the lin;t product.s of the garden were obtained. 
:May 13th, the comer stone of a new fort was laid by 
Col. Bradburn. ~luy 17tb1 after o. long drought 
refrC<:ihing showers came on. July 1st1 green corn 
was first obtained. 
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But before this last dale, sickness had commenced 

its rovnged among the disheartened colonists. The 
fever came on usually with violence, and reduced the 

strength very much j while the uncomfortable and 
crowded hul8 iu which the emigrants lived, exposed 

ns they were to the sun, and arrording a poor sbelt.er 
from the weather, together with the scarcity of medi

cines o.nd Lho want of comforts and nurees, greatly 
atlded to il.t! violence and effects. There was a phy

sician nt Anahuac, sent out by the Union Company i 
and hi:J ,cn·iccs were generally nt command i but 

although the agents were men of humanity and 
felt for the ~:;uiTerers, they could not supply all the 

deficiencies of a hospitn1, medicine and nun;iog. 
On the ith of July, out of one hundred nnd forty 

persons at Anahuac exclusive of the soldiers, twenty

four were on the sick list. On the 25th there bad 

been five denths, and the huts had been hospitals for 
three weeks. 1 copy the following melancholy oot.e, 

from a. memornndum made on the tipol. 
u Annhunc, July 2 tb. Our little burying ground 

increa£'e:> in size mpidly. 'fhe first grnve wns dug 
on the 9th of June, and now there arc twelve graves 

m 1t. Tho hottest dny: thermometer nt noon 97 to." 
Two nllle bo(hed men, sailors, who had been enga

ged to carry the surveyor's chain, nod were called the 

chain boys, after having received a few articles of 

clothing in New-York, came out with the rest, and 

fell among tho 'ictims to lhe climale. 
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Whnl nddcd to their trying circum~tnncei'1 WM 

the unfeeling mnnncr in which the l\lcxicnn au

thorities proceeded in cn,c« of the dcccu c of nn 
alien. They would immediately scizu tho pro
perty, nod dispose of it nl nuction, fur the nccount of 
the ~overnment. 1'hi':l wns clone with lillie nppcnr
oncc of symp:uhy. 'l'he clothe.: of the poorc-.t cmi
gmnt:'l were thu" tnkcn nml di,t~ccl of, even to their 
t>hirt,:. One young mn11 from the 'Vc~l lntlic.o~, who 
hnu \'isitcd the country f11r hb health, nml tlied of 
the con"'umption, rccci\ cd from -.evcrnl of tho ngcnt" 
nllthe ldndne.,s noel ntlcnt!on which tlll'y had the 
power of nlforuing, no~ thl·y sincrrcly felt for hi-: it
uution; nnd his grave wos protected with n ncnt 
fence nml marked with n red cetlnr plank, hnpc(l 
nod leuereu ns n rnonunwnr. I l is cll\.'\:Ls, howc\·cr, 
were all !'eizcd nnd eultl, so thut nothing WI\ left 

c\·cn ns n trH'lliCillo for hi~ fricrulot. 
Cooler wc.-Hher occurn•cl on the llth, hnl ccmotl 

only to iucrcnse the ,.ickne.' • On the 2311 of Au· 
gu,.t, Col. Bwtllturn gnve the agent, n written nod 
peremptory order to tli, olvc them,clw" os n rornpnny 
by the Jst of 'epleml>cr; nntl on the following dnys 
they ~a\'e notice to the cmigruuL~ of their intention 
to dbchnrge them. .A II excrpl one ultirnntely came 
forward, recci\·ccl n c)i.:chnrge nod re.~igncd their con
tmct-:1 on being furnished with provi•iun for the 

remainder of the year, nnd t:uch implement n!! 
could be 11pnrcd. 'l'hey then sohl the remaining 
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proper! y of the Cllmpauy on the best terms they 
could. 

On my return to :\ . York, I got from the Trus· 
tees of the Lnnd Company neither remuneration nor 
sp11pnthy for Ill)' fruitbs c.xpenE:e and disappoint
menl.::l. One of thl'ir sc1·en ngents died n short time 
nftcr his return, from the c!lccl:; of the climate of 
Tt!Xn:>, nfter comp•HIII hog for n uifling Hl01. 1'hey 
clni111ctl 10 dollnrs ll mouth fur above len months, 
and n lrzbflr of lnntl for cYcry two months' service, 
acknuwlcd~in.; tht~ lcccipt of uboul no dollars each. 
The 'l'ru•tl'r.• oOi!red to pay for the lnnd at teo cent$ 
nu OCII!. One of the agents obtained n verdict for 
nbout 1500 dullura;, and another, in three trials, got 
vcrclicts tor ~omctlting le~s. Bddcnce ~>tated that 
the IA>mpnny h:ul cli~po,;cd of abo\'e six millions of 
ncrcs in script EOillt.! month~ ngo. :\o late attempt 

thnt 1 1111\'c heard of hu:1 been made to ~ettle their 
lands. 

Wl•cn General ~1\llllt .\.nun, in 1~32,took up nrms 
ngain L Bu~t:uncutt• the \ icc-Pr,·~ident, und headed 

the hJI'ulutiou in fn1·ur of hhcrnl principl~, the Amer
icnn roluni-t:; in TP'1.1\s were IHttmnlly inclined to 
support him '!'hey fomH·d ~ company c.'llled the 
:'1111tn Annn Guard" nnd !'nill·d ngninl:it the ;:\lexican 
troop.:o nt the lllllltth of the B111zo". .Htcr n skirmi~h 
they oocupircl the po t, nntl then went to .\ nahnar, 
"hich ropitulnll·d. Colond Bmdbmn, howc\'er, re
cutcn·d the town nfll'r thr.y hall retired, ullcging that 
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they hnd not adhered to the term.:. Colonel Austin 
wns nftcrwnrd:> arrested, on n chnrgc of plouing to 
,epnrnte 1'cxns from the H!'puhlic1 nntl j,; :.till detain-

ed nl :\Iexico. 
The Cholera rngcd to n con"idcmble degree iu 

Te'\.ns in the year 1 S32 ~l'\·cml of the fnmiliet~ 
which I hnd visited sulrerrd deep ullliction~, in 1 he 
los~ of one or mor~ members; nnd nmuug the per
~ns hy whom I hntl hccn llcntrtl with kirHlnc,.:", 

who were numbered muong tlw \'i..:tim , were Mr. 
\Ye:;tnll nnd Jtj,. !'on, i\Ir . .lnl111 Albtin, nrhl ~ \crul 

others. 
The Congre.--s of tim nile!l l\le ·icnn :--1n~e 1 on 

the 2~th of April, l :12, repenletl the ~J..,Ih nrtHc of 
the law of lt-25, which olli:n:d 10 nny utunnrrio:d 
mnn or fnnuly n qunrtcr of n Je:,gue of t,,ncl, if cnlti· 
vntors merely, and a \P.agur if cullivnlors ntul mi nr 
of stock, but without intcrli:ring with gmllls before 

made. 
'fhe elrctl of the lnw fnrhitldin~ the rttlt'tneut 

of personll fwm ndjnccnt ro•ullric - (dml is the Uni
red Sto.W>,) wns al .. o l'OOII nrrr:"ll·cl. 

The following nrc stnted to be some of 1 he p1 iuci
p<ll prO\·isions of the new coloniznti'JII lnw, rdnting 
to foreign settler:<. Tho lnw uf \pril ti, 1~30, for
bitlcling seulers from tl•c United :'Httr i rnpcnl•!<l. 
A foreign ,euler ~hall ren•i\'e two lubr1rs, uul• the 
}and i~ Eusccptiblr. Lf irrigntiou 1 oucl then ont• laiJOr, 

nnd a. supply of wnlcr. lf he hns nl'O\ C IIIII cnlllo 
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or horsr. , nml fiOO sheep, hnlf a league. A trifling 
con,iderution only, iA in auy CU!'e to be paid. The 
~euler will he frcr. fro111 tnxes for ten years, unle::s in 
ca,;c of ill\'11 ion. lie may Lequeatb his laud, even 
if unoccupied, hut uot otherwi~e alienate it until after 
\Xcupntiun fot :-h ycnt:o~. lt hi detiigned to form clo~e 
t.<Cttlcmunta of :m frunilic:<. I do nol know that the 
old terms nrc othcnl'i><c changed. I presume a set
tler llltl•l hecmnc n citizen tuul n Roman Catholic. 

A new rcvolutiou occurred in ;'tlcxico in June 
1 !:'31, the inllucncn of which, if it should become 
gcncr::! ancl ltLSting, \\ uuld lloubtlc.~:-~ be unfavorable 
to th~ scttlc111ellt of '\ort h J\mcricatb in the country. 
'~''-" snut \ uun. nftc•r nppeariug lo {:wor llw n•r: 
lioornl plnn of gcnerul reformation propo:;etl by the 
Uougr~ , j1rorngucd H1 uml tinally J're\·cnted it.; re
n cntbling hy stntioning lloops' at the doors of their 
clmml.~ers. J Ie has the prie<its nud monarchists in 
hi ftl\ or, aucl will probably itwoh e the country in 
nnolltCI tuutlllcted ci\·il war. lind the late Congress, 
with the \'icc Prt!.!'idcnt, Fmius, succeeded in their 
pitlriotic w1.ltcs, 1cligious lolerntion would have been 
c·~tnt.li ltctl, lite C..)I\\"CIIts would l111 \·c been suppressed, 
nnd other impn1Lnnl improvcmems introduced, de
tunuclcd hy the nature of a mpublican government. 

The l'olonizalion of 'l'exns hns hccn proceeding, 
nntl in sumc part:;1 n:> I have untletAood, witl.1 con
sidcmhlc nctiviLy. )lany ltave gone of lnLc to Aus
tin' upper colouy. The settler.; contioue to be 
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principally persons from the :::;otnhern nnd \Ve,;tern 
t.ales. 

Te.·us is every yoor tm,·cn:ccl by rHuuher!:l of our 
cnterpnsmg countrymen. Report hns recently reach· 
ed :'\ew-York, thnt a young mnn of thi~ city, within 
a few months, penetrntccl to the head cpring of the 
Rio Bmvo, after a long ami perilous journey nrnoug 
the J ntlinns, nnd wo.s the fir:;t white mnn who ever 
renched tho spot. 

A person lately returned from n lund journey 
Lluough Texns, ·tntcs, thnt the lri,-h colonic.-. noout 
Amt1;:.nso Bay, in the western pmt, were mpidly fill
ing up by settler~ from lrclnn1l. Ycssds nrc often 
llUO ndvcrti.eod fiS ftl)l.llfl (0 !:ltil fo1r rl1n1 J'l'lrf frl'\111 tlrP 

United State:;. 
'fbe di.:;tances across 'l'e:\ns1 nccording to t•otnmon 

estimate, are ns follows: !'rom Trinidacl rhw1 (nn 
the Xn.cogdoche:. route,) to ·,Ln Felipe, 11 U mil• j 

thence to the Colorado, 35 1 then~ to the ~n,·cd.ul, 
37; La Baca, 9; GundaiOIIfll', 3;,; Lnhahi, 2.i j 

N ueces, GO; from "'\ uecc.~ to 1'\lntnmornlf, 2110 tniles; 
thirty nights to sleep Ollt-only lour estates on the 

• way. 
The Comnncbcs lndirtu :,till oc~ ionnlly cotue 

down to the coost we:.l of .\11 . tin'~ ()olony, ami \\ ith 
some other tribes, inspire terror; uul tn\\'elliug with 
nrm~ is though~ safe. 
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"•Ullf• ll•.at , 711, :llhi.-•G-1 0" -l!lld. H"'.-T,.rnty •I•J11 rleuant 
wca!M<• Wa~~oh from~. and s 1:. It "'-Y l"'rb•po he worthy or rrmar •• 
tb•t dur~a, lhb mouth~ I"UIIe loa.tuJ hrert.~ h1"" prtnatfNI ~'ft:!.l momlnr uout 
about ts u'rlock, anrr wlurh a aca l1rt'"o tJnttl •l.c••ll •unM"t1 • btcb mat be cc111 .. 
••tlere-t the prt\aho£ W"UUl throuc" tho rumm•r aKJuttu. 
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ltr.-.AI.kt-\.-~rara Mac, iGI. !!1 ... -Sf I, m~tt -SI•l. 3 5 m. fr&ltPrly ••oda 
P•••llllinr 
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