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I~ the month of November, ] 39, being in delicate 
henlth, nnd led away by the exaggerated accounts 
then, ns well as now, promulgated respecting Texas 
and the 'fexans, I embarked for that land of pro
mise, and arri,•ed on the 30th of January, 1 !0. 
I remained there until the end of .July, having 
spent much of my time in visiting different parts of 
the country, exploring its soil, and studying the 
character of its government and inhabitants, as 
well as in examining the condition of the aboriginal 
tribes, and of the negroes held in bondage by the 
1\orth-American ettlers. During part of the time 
I v.as Editor of the Richmond Telescope, and on 
the 7th of April I became a member of the Texan 
bar. Besides these opportunities of personal ob
servation, I collected what information I could 
gather from public men and official records, taking 
notes of the whole at the time and on the spot. 

The present work is founded on these notes, 
after a careful comparison with the previously pub
lished works of others, upon the same topics, from 
some of which, and from public paper , I have ex
tracted freely wherever I found matter confirming 
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my own observation , and illustrating my subject. 
I have not written it from any promise to write a 
book made o\·er a champagne supper, while my brain 
was reeling under the pleasing draught, and my heart 
softened by the cajoleries of young Texan ]a,, yer ; 
nor to favour any project or party, either in Texas 
or this country. .l\ly object is to present to the pub
lic an unvarnished account of what Texas and the 
Texans really are; of the true origin and history of 
their rebellion against 1\lexico, their la\\ful sove
reign; of their inhuman treatment of the i\egro 
and Indian races; of their aggressive polic) S) ·

tematically pursued towards Mexico; to "nrn 
the British government against the ratification of 
a treaty with a people whose exi tence as an inde
pendent nation is owing, first, to their own base 
treason, and secondly, to a political juggle of 
Andrew Jackson, the late President of the nited 
States; and to prevent more of my O\\n country
men from sharing in the ruin and wrelchednes of 
too many others who have already emigrated to 
Texas, and at this moment arc either pining there, 
in want and sickne s, or have begged their way out 
of it, to New Orleans, and other parts of the United 
States. 

It is much to be regretted that a work intended 
to answer these ends has not fallen into abler hands. 
I am quite aware that both in the arrangement 
and in its style the reader will find much whereon 
to exercise his generous indulgence; and I despair 
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not of obtaining it, when I state that, during the 
progress of the work in the press, a distressing ill
ne~ in my family, and other pressing incidents, 
distracted my attention from watching over and 
correcting the proofs with that care , .. hich was re
quired. This is the only apology I can offer for the 
numerous errata embodying some important notes, 
which I have had to add in correction of the text. 

I hope that Re\ iewers will attach the proper 
weight to the c circumstances, and that they will 
not allow my fault , as a writer, to prejudice them 
again t my facts respecting Texas and the Te:\an. , 
upon which I take my stand against all opponents. 
"

1
herc I am at variance "ith ~Ir. Kennedy and 

other pnm•noyrist · of Texas, all I request is calm 
and dispn. sionate inquiry, and a little patience, till 
reports arc rccci\'ed from those '' ho have recently 
emigrated to that country under his encourage
ment, (I refer to that offered by his publi hed work 
and letters,) and the operation of the Te.xnn Land 
Association, of Exeter lrecl, 'trand. 

In the part of my work that profe ses to gi\'e the 
hi tor) of :\texico, I am less confident; never ha\ ing 
been in :\Ic\.ico, and not knowing the language, 
I have therefore been without the same advantage of 
writing from per onal obserration and kno\\ ledge. 
But I ll.Lttcr myself the Engli · h reader will lind 
sufficient of that history to render intelligible that 
of Tc\.as, und the 1\lc~ican "ill not look to my 

"01 k for any thing beyond that. \Ytiting as I do 
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without either " Texan temptations " or Texan 
influences, I have studiously kept aloof from all 
that might be considered },fe.rican, lest I should 
unconsciously imbibe a spirit inconsistent with that 
of an impartial historian. 

Those who believe what Mr. Kennedy and 
others of his category have written of Te:xas and 
the T exans, Iexico and the l\lexicans, "ill of 
course doubt the impartiality to "hich I lay claim. 
But let them for one moment retiect upon the 
identity of cau es, principles, and men, who robbed 
l\lexico of Texas, and of those '' ho wanted and 
still want to rob this country of the Canada . 
There is not a public writer in England "ho does 
not fully understand and detest the character and 
designs of the yrnpathizers of the north, and yet 
(if we are to attribute reviews to the editors of the 
papers where they have appeared, and not to other 
influences) there is scarcely one who docs not pro
fess to believe 1\Ir. Kennedy's description of the 
modern Texan, \\hO is neither more nor le s than 
a Sympathizer of the south, who has succeeded in 
his object. 'Vhy should the same man be an 
execrable villain on the frontier of Canada, and 
a worthy Texan on the borders of l\Iexico? and 
why should the same deeds which arc decried and 
punished in the north, not be equally so in the 
south? Crimes do not change their nature, nor 
the rights of nations vary, with a mere difference 
of latitude; the Mexicans, exposed to similar out-
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rage "ith our elves, have had and have the same 
right to re ist them, and while we reject the doc
trines and . ympnthies of l\Ir. \Vm. Lyon Macken
zie, as treasonable and destructive to ourselves, in 
common justice we must equally repudiate the 
doctrine and sympathies of Mr. 'Villiam Kennedy, 
ns promoting treason and sedition against the 
.Mc\.icans. 

1 hold that the justice of this parallel is undeni
able, and a. suming that it is so, I beg the attention 
of the render to the following graphic portrait of 
the ympathizer of the north, taken from the Ca
tlntlian British Americml and TVest lndimz .Afaga

::ine, for r cbruary, 1 39, said to have been edited 
by n ~cntlcmnn of talent, at present connected with 
the 1Uoming Ilernld :-

A:'>IERICAN " YMPATliY." 

"Atncricnn ympath} i!i cll•nrly nll on one side, nnd the \'n
rlOit! phn ' 11111lcr \\ hich it may be found openly displayed or 

covertly lurkiug-lhl• Protean shapes it assumes-cat! neither 

bliull to its 'cool .111cl callous atrocity, or disguise its cant and 

h~·porri y in ''hntc,cr wny it may nppcnl to the srnse. The 

bribrnncl~, '' ho, \\ ith tlwir title dl•cds duly enrolled nnd signed by 
Mnrkl-n:dc fur lnts of f:lir Cnnndinn land, eros~ the border, fire 

the d\\l•lling, uncl delihcratcly cnu~ummntc midnight ru;snssinn

tiou upon nn~u~pcctin~, unpn•prarrd, nnd hclplc~s men, women, 

nnd childr.·n-tht•s•• nrc • ympnthiZl'rs.' If the murderous gang 

ultimatl'ly hcall'n oil' h) u brnn• nne! loynl population, succeed in 

escaping by n di.grncl ful flight, tlwy nrc "elcomcd bnck by 

their l'cmntrynwn 1\ith 'sympathy,' not for the innocent victims 

they hucl ~o mthlc~sly slnughtcred in Cnnndn, but for the booty 
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not gained, though expected, and the l::ll'ger shnrc of it laid out 

by the whole skin symp<'\thlzing contrivers of the fomy nt homt: 

for themseh-es. If the bandits nrc captured, brought to trial and 

sentenced to the gnllows, as outcast., such from tht: laws of God 

and man deserve to be, American • sympathy ' then shroud5 it

self in a world of wordy philanthropy. The chnritic, of kind 

and of nature nrc appealed to on their behalf, ns if the condemn~'<! 

SU\'nges could claim augllt of kindred with humanity btl) ond the 

outward form. To propitiate a mercy which would often be 

worse t.han suicidal in t.hc gallant people outrngt·d und rob tltc 

hangman of his due, never more wortl1il) cxuckd, t.hc banded 

pirates are held up as folks poor nntl honr~t. or n blubbering 

boys escaped from the mattlmnl apron strinf>"'• who h:n c been 

'deluded,' unwarily 'st>duccd,' or even 'compcllt~l' by tl1rcntB 

to join the l'~"t":lllt crew with which tht•y were as ocinted in their 

nefarious schemes of bloodshed and rnpint"-n if the con cious 

vagabonds knew not the tliffcrcncc bl.'twnn a rifle and n reaping 

hook, and could not decipher the contract ealccl and igncd in 

their own handwriting for the purchnlle of Cnnadinn freehold , nt 

the foul price of innocent unoffcniling Canadian blood! " 

I leave the reader of the following pages to point 
out where I have painted the Texans, alias , ympa
thizers of the outh, in colours blacker than the 
above. uch, and such only, "ere the men \\ ho, 
from New Orleans, invaded Texas in 1 36! such 
are the men who, at this moment, hostilize the 
whole line of the Rio Bravo del Norte! such arc 
the men who form the Texan nation I from whose 
vicinity, according to Mr. Kennedy, Mexico is to 
derive so much benefit, and with whom Lord 
Palmerston allowed himself to be hurried into a 
treaty ! 
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The only thing that can be urged in his Lord
ship's defence i ·, that in this case he only did what 
the nitcd tates, France, Holland, and Belgium 
had done before him. But cripture tells us, " we 
ought not to follow a multitude to do evil:" ((we 

ought to do unto others as we "ould that they 
should do to us;" all which maxims his Lordship, 
in this case, violated, affording an example which 
other nations may follow to the prejudice of this 
great colonial empire, and exposing to imminent 
hazard the important interests of his countrymen 
throughout ~lexico. 

The reader may think the imputation I have 
cast upon the government of the United tates, in 
ha' ing recognized Texas, through a political juggle, 
as undcscn·cd. uch, however, is not the case. 
It is a fact in history, well authenticated by other 
e\•idence besides that of 1\Ir. Kennedy, (seep. 280, 
vol. ii.,) that President Jackson recognized Texas 
merely to give her a semblance of right to dispose 
of herself, voting her aggregation to the nited 

tales. " hile only recognized as an integral part 
of Mexico, the cabinet of ' Vashington could not 
in decency admit into the Union those who were 
not their O\\ n musters. But with states as well as 
individuals, hone ty is the best policy. The crafty 
Americans perpetrated the disgraceful deed, but 
they were O\'erreached by the equally cunning, 
and still more unprincipled Texans, who, under a 
promise of annexation, had induced President 
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J ackson to violate the territory of Mc~ico through 
the army of General Gaines, and threaten ~lexico 

with war unless she almost instantly paid an in
demnity for fourteen specific, and sundry indefinite 
claims of American citizens, trumped up for the 
occasion, from the remote date of 1817 ! All this 
was done after the battle of au .Turinto, to deter 
General Bravo, who had concentrated a \lexican 
army at San Luis Poto i, from in\'ading Texa , 
and retrieving the disastrous surprise of General 
Santa Anna. The manceuvre succeeded. The dis
putes with France which soon followed rendered it 
impossible for )Jexico, for a time, to spare troops for 
the reconquest of Texas, and the wily Texan were 
no sooner relieved from their apprchcn. ions of a 
fresh \'isit from the 1\Iexicans, and fortified by the 
acknowledgment of their independence by the 
United tates, than by a vote of their O\\ n con
gress, they withdrew their petition for admission 
into the American Union. 

It was to this most disgraceful political juggle 
of General J ackson, that Tc\:as O\\eS its admission 
amongst independent nations. France followed 
the example of the United tales, to indulge a vin
dictive feeling against Mexico. I Iolland and Bel
gium thought they could do no wrong in doing as 
the United States and France had done before 
them ; and at last Lord Palmcrston followed in the 
same path, to the manifest prejudice of every Bri
tish interest, and the sanction of a principle tend-
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ing to the destruction of our fJiend and ally, 
Mexico, and to endanger the peace of our own 
colonic when foreigners choose to interfere with 

them. 
By an official despatch of General anta Anna, 

of the lOth of February, 1836, addressed to the 
secretary of war and marine, it appears that after 
·uppre ·sing the insurrection in Texas, his intention 
was to ha\'e given to all slaves, and men of colour, 
the benefit of the l\Ic\.ican laws, which secured their 
freedom ; to have established throughout Texas 
military colonies like those of Russia, in Siberia, 
or England in India; commuted the salaries and 
pen ions of civil and military employes into grants 
of land for two-thirds of the amount due to each, 
and one-third in cash to enable him to cultivate the 
land, and to have opened offices for the sale of the 
remainder to English, German, French, panish, 
and other emigrunls, (not being Auglo-Americans,) 
so as to cement the credit and prosperity of the 
nation, and di.,charge its debts. 

That the rule of the l\l exican go,·ernment was 
not incompatible" ith the prosperity of the country 
is abundantly proved by the statistics of Texas, 
published in 1\Icxico, by General Don Juan I. de 
Almonte, in 1~35. From the great progress made 
by the colonists previous to that date, we may rea
sonablyinfer that hml General anta Anna succeeded 
in establishing the sy tem above explained, the in
habitants of Texas would have been more numer-
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ous, more happy, more wealthy, more moral, and 
less burdened with debt, or stained "ith the crime 
of Negro slavery and Indian massacre than they 
are at this moment. And how infinitely greater 
would have been the ad,·antages to l\Iexico and to 
England! The former \Youltl not have had to de
plore the loss of Yucatan, and the disorganization 
of her frontier, with the ruinous expen ·e of keep
ing up a large army; while British goods would 
have been consumed to a greater extent, and been 
better paid for throughout the republic; the divi
dends would have been remitted on the English 
debt, and of this a great part could have been 
wholly cancelled by the lands in Te\.as, pledged 
by ~Iexico to the bondholder . Lastly, Mexico 
would ha\'e weighed in the scale as a counterpoise 
to the Gnited tates, in the full integrity of her 
strength, in place of being placed at her mercy, as 
the policy of Lord Palmerston has placed her. 

Let me, however, be just to l\Ir. Kennedy: his 
work is obviously got up with great care; in point 
of composition and language, it is one of consider
able merit; but the historian should be more care
ful of his facts than of his language ; these are to 
be collected by careful observation, and not im
bibed while sipping champagne and inhaling the 
crafty inspiration of astute young Yankee lawyers 
congregated in Texas, first, to seize the country; 
secondly, to turn its resources to their own profit; 
and thirdly, to justify the acl. llow far these rc-
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marks may apply to 1\Ir. Kennedy's two well puffed 
up ,·olume and Mr. lkin's poetical recommendation 
thereof, tho e emigrants will best judge who may 
allow themselves and families to be transported to 
any point "ilhin the limits and rule of Texas. 

If they find themselves there denuded of their 
means, ruined in health, and subjected to the hor
rors of Indian and Iexican warfare, they will de
ri,·e little consolation from a re-perusal of the fine 
words, alluring phra es, and tempting promise • to 
which they surrendered their judgment and their 
cash ; nor from a reference to my pages, where I 
have ende:n·oured to warn them against the snares 
laid for them. If they accept lands '' ithin the yel
low line in my map, marking the ten;tory abso
lutely in the po ession of the Texan·. they will 
subject themselres to all the diseases incident to 
the climate-to the ci' il disorder of the worst 
governed country in all America-to their share of 
ta:xes and impost , to pay the charges of an admi
nistration C\.pen. ive in its composition, and bur
dened with debt already out of all proportion to the 
population to the requisitions of military en·ice 
against the ~Iexicans and the Indians-to the frauds 
of publicans, pedlars, gamblers, land-jobbers, lax
gatherer·, lawyers, excisemen, and other sinners
to the degradation of being called tt "'hite iggers.'' 
if they work, and the penalty of star\'a.tion if they 
work not, and lo the enormous charges of the Texan 
doctors (for which ee Mr. Yenncdy's book) ifthey 
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fall sick: and .C they go beyond Lhnt line, they get 
to a more healthy country, it is true, but with the 
exception of less disease, they expo e themselves 
to all the above evils and hard hip , with this addi
tion, that they are at the mercy of Indian tribe , all 
preferring Mexican to Texan rule, and by the atro
cities of the Texans, excited to a degree of mad 
re,·enge against all who ackno" ledge their go,·ern

ment. 
To all this I may add, that lc\.ico, under the 

strong government expected to result from recent 
changes, may again invade Te\.as "ith an army not 
to be resisted, cancelling all grants of land made 
by the usurping go,·ernmcnt-dec1aring free, and 
calling t .. arms, the whole slaves in Texas (amount
ing nearly to 12,000), and parcelling out the lands 
afresh to these liberated r cgrocs, to the various 
Indian ttibes-to the i\Iexican soldier -to the 
British bondholders, and recolonizing the whole 
territory upon some such plan as that intended by 
General Santa Anna. 

Were such a change to take place, (and if the 
Mexicans unite heart and hand there is nothing to 
prevent it,) what would be the value of lands bought 
and paid for in Texas, and held by no other tenure 
than that of any Texan land company? The Mexi

can government, with that scrupulous regard to the 
rights of foreigners which has ever characterized 
its public acts, even amidst the horrors of civil war, 
would doubtless respect the possessions of all colonists 
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not implicatcd in rebellion, holding their lands by 
right of grant, emanating from thcmseh·cs, or Mexi
can authoritic!>; but settlers now going out must 
neccs. arily be di possessed,according to public notice 
already gin•n by the Mexican government. \Vith the 
exception of the e,·il which would certainly result to 
thi. unfortunate class, the change contemplated ought 
to be hailed with joy by every British subject-the 

Briti h creditor. of Mexico would be restored to 
their territorial rights-the British merchant would 
find n country cleared of cheats, rogues, and vaga
bonds, (the M cxican Jaws require certificates of 
goocl moral character from emigrants,) and well 
suppli<'cl with a metallic currency-the British phi
lanthropi t '' ould sec la,·ery abolished in Texas, and 
the remnants of ancient nations of red men preserved 
from C\.tinction, under the joint protection of .Mexico 
and Great Britain-the British emigrant would, in 
time, find a country well supplied with native la

bourer , and obtain lands for a mere nominal price, 
under a title of indisputable validity, and the British 
go\'crnment in Mexico would find a faithful and 
willing ally, in the event of war with the rnited 
• tntes, able and ready to cro s the nbine with a 
force of 50,000 coloured men, to declare that slavery 
hac; ceased to e\.ist in the tates of the south, and 
to n'larch an auxiliary force from California to repel 
any encroachment that might be attempted upon 
our territories on the north-west coa. t. 

Th.e reader may ask, Is Mexico able to do all 
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this ? I unhesitatingly answer, Yes. All she would 
require would be a subsidy. a we used to grant to 
other nations in the war \\ith rapoleon. To tho e 
who doubt my authority upon this head, I recom
mend a careful perusal of the e\·er-mcmorable 
speech in the congress of the United tales, made 
by the Venerable John Quincy Adams, on the 25th 
of l\Iay, 1836. On the subject of\\ nr \\ ith Mexico, 
then threatened, to favour the rebellious Texans, 
be emphatically remarked-u Your war, gentlemen, 
must be a war of castes-the Anglo-Texan-American 
fighting against the l\Imisco-lli pano-Mexican
American-a war between the northern and south
ern halves of North America, from Pasrnaquoddy to 
Panama. Are you prepared for this war? 

"I ask you, what will your cause be in such a 
war-aggression, conquest, and the re-e tabli hment 
of slavery where it was before abolished ? In this 
war, the flags of liberty will be those of l\Iexico, 
and ours, 1 blush to say so, the flags of slavery !" 

The orator went on to show, that in spite of the 
affair of San Jacinto, which ''as a mere surprise, 
Mexico had a larger number of veteran troops, and 
was better prepared for war than the nitecl 'tates, 
so that, if she should throw herself upon the south
ern states in chase of the rebels of T exa , she 
might pursue them to the very heart of the Union, 
placing the government in a position, the difficulty of 
which they might estimate from that they had expe
rienced with only some five or six hundred eminole 
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Indians in Florida. lie very clearly proYed that a 
Iexican war would be a negro and Indian war, 

and that most likely they would find Great Britain 
take up the cau e of l\Iexico, which would be that 
of justice and of freedom. 

The invasion of the nited tales by l\Iexico, 
by every law of nations would have been fully justi
fied by the example of General .Jackson in Florida, 
the then recent invasion of l\Icxican territory by 
the nited t~tes' army under General Gaines, and 
the open recruiting in New Orleans and the south
ern states of :oldiers to fight in TeX,as, and to be 
paid by large slice· of that l\Iexican territory. It 
is a feature eli ·tinctive of the diplomacy of the 
United late to understand the laws of nations in 
one ense as they affect themseh·es, and in quite a 
different as they affect their neighbour . 1 Ience 
arose the loud outcry respecting the outrage to 
their territory in the affair of the Caroline, though 
nothing compared to that committed by themselves 
upon the soYereignty of pain in Florida, and of 

le\.ico in Te as; and hence will arise the necessity 
of the nations of the world putting down the rorth
American republic entirely, unless they consent to 
be guided by the same rules which they apply to 
others, and to exercise that repressive authority 
over their frontier population that will permit their 
neighbours to live in peace and safety. 

I would recommend my Lord Palmer ton to read 
an exceedingly well-written and able pamphlet by 

h 
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the Mexican general, Don Jose ~Im·in Torncl, for
merly secretary-of-war, entitled Te.ms, aud tile 
United States of America in their relations witlz tile 
Mexican r·epublic, as sho\\ ing the perfidious policy, 
and worse than Punic faith of the nited tatcs to 
.Mexico, and the true origin of the base and ungrate
ful rebellion of the Texans. r o one who "ill read 
that pamphlet, and cm·cfully consider its content:; 
with relation to the facts stated, \\ill fail to deplore 
the recognition of Texas as a great calamity-to 
consider the conducl of General .Jackson, aml his 
administration in that a flair, as a blot in the history 
of the 'United tates, and to concur with enor 
Tornel, who condenses his opinion of the political 
creed of the r orth-American republic in the e em
phatic words, u tlleir desire ;,, their right, ami tlteir 
own convenience is tlleirjustice." If this hold true of 
the North Americans, which I believe it doc , it holds 
doubly true of those citizens of the nited tale$ 
who have usurped Texas, and there assumed to 
themselves a local habitation and a name, at the 
expense of the owners of the soil, and of the British 
creditors of l\Iexico, and to the scandal of all the 
good and just amongst mankind. 

Under these feelings, sincerely and disinterestedly 
entertained, I addressed to the Hight H onourable 
the Earl of Aberdeen the letter which will be found 
at the end of the Appendix. 

N. D. M AILLARD. 
December 4, 18 ll . 



' ON TEN 'r .. 

Preface 
The ~atchcz . . . 
The ori~,rinal inhnbitnnta of'l\•xas 
Mnnncn1, hnbi~, customs . 
Rt•ligion ofthe !\atclwz . 
I>i511ppenmnre of the ~ate her; 
!\an·Mz' e'p~·dition 
Colonisation of Florida 
rinot l'lllcmcnll m Tcxu 
Sp:mi•h mi io1u1ri~ 
SpMi h mi n1le . . 
'111c lint ) (exican revolution 
llitlnlgo', con pirncy 
DdC..nt of I I itJ,,t,.,ro 
Jlitlalgo'e rl'lrcilt 

rrc t of 11 iclalgo • 
The execution of llidnlgo 
l'ir•t nntionnl congrca . 
'fn~tce'a ""!ll'flition to Tcxns 
Fnll of 'ncogdochca . 
Snlcc:-do'a rctrt•at . 
~~~~~"llcre of Mcxicnn pri•oncrs 
Trxnn O\'crturl'l to ) (orclo! . 
' l t•xicnn rry for tlw t•xpulsion 

of the \ nglo-,\ mcricnna 
Sun Antonio retaken by .\.rrc-

clonclu • . . . . 
E~lml•ion of the:- Amcricnns from 

lcxtl~ . . . . . 
Anglo-.\mcricnnschcm~ in )ft·x-

it·u 
\ u tin's petition 
Sp:mi•h cunotitution introduc<'tl 
lturbidc nt l,xunln 
Plnn of lgllnla . 
ProviRionnl juntn . . 
lturhidt•, Jh •gt·nt uf Mt•xico 
I turbidc proclnimed t•mtwror 
Di~~olntion of tht• nnllonnl u.~-

Kt'mhly . . . 
ltl'lwllima• Minh• of the country 
Nntionnlcoloni•ntinn lnw . • 
\bdkntion of l turbidt• 

I' age 
iii 
I 
3 
I 

l'agt 
nc~ublicnn gonmtmcnt estnb

hshcd . 13 
•II 
·15 
·16 
-17 
IS 
19 

So\'crcign rt'publicnn congress 
Territorial tl1vi•ion . . 

5 Legi,Jnti\ r qunlificntion 
G Functions of the cxecuti\'C 
7 J udicinry dablricts 
8 nntn Anno proclaimed protector 
9 Estnblishment of the central sys-

10 tem 
II R.c-nppcnrnncc of lturbidc in 
12 Mexico 
I :J Ex.:cution of Iturbidc 

50 

51 
52 

1 1 Recognition of :\lcxico by 'Cng-
lnnd . . . 53 15 

I 6 Abolition of In very by ) t exico 5 1 
17 Thc Frcdoninn scheme 55 
18 Spmti~h invasion of ;\Iexu:o 56 
l !l Ambitions ,·icws of Guerrero 
20 A colonisation lnw pns-t~d . 

57 

2 1 Expul~ion of tho stntc legislntnrc 
22 Gncrruro ahot ns 11 trnilor . 
2:3 J ustico to the sclllc~ 

58 
59 
GO 
Gl 

Snntn .\ nnn CS(XIUscs Pcdrnzn . 62 
2 1 Gl'ncrnl Teran destroys himself . 63 

Protection to the colonists 6 l 
::w Pdition of the gcneml convention 65 

.\ ustin's ndvicc to the colonists . Gil 
27 The clo•e of f~·dt•mli•m G7 

Snntn Anna, pre~itlcnt 6 
28 ;\I ensures of clemency 70 
30 Tt•\.nll lnntl jobbing . 71 
:H .\ustin's ntJ,•icc to the colonists ~.) ,_ 
32 l'oliticnl fnnntic~ 73 

7 1 3:1 Rebellious sllirit of the Tcxnn~ . 
:16 ,\ ddrcss of til' gcncrnl committee 75 
:n State h•gi~lntun of Coahuila and 
:18 Tcxn~ 77 

Dcrcat of Gnrcin 78 
:I!J Arrest or Yicscn 
10 l'roclnmntion uf (;enc:>rul Co~ 
I I Dcclnrntion of till' pent•t• pnrty in 
·12 Tt•xns . 

7!l 
80 

8 1 



XX CO~TENTS. 

Proclamation of tlte llfeA;cnn Pap' Admiral Daudin'• dc'llatch 
8·1 Prowe of the ;\fe:-ticnna 

raa~ 

115 
116 
IIi 

chiefs . 
General Cos joins Ugartechea . 
The Texnns act on fbe offensive 
Centralism confirmed by Procla-

mation . . . 
The Texans commence hostilitiea 
General Au.tin resigns the com

mand. 
Acts of the genernl con\"ention . 
Gen. Austin rcpllirstotbe United 

States . 
.Military succl';3h of the Texans 
Reinforcement of the )Jexicnns 
Su.<pen~ion of hostilitie9 
Capitulation 
Genernl l'rrea enters Texu 
Colonel jFanning surprised by 

Urrea . • 
Sanguinary act of Santa Anna . 
Orders of congro;,.• enforced 
San Anll•nio ~eged 
Addres.; to the Texan people 
Demh of Crockett and Bowie 
The Bowie knife 
T exan independence declared 
~Iexican o1·crture· rejected 
Tlac surprise at ·an Jacinto 
Hou,ton's misrepres,·ntation . 
Armi tice between Texas and 

l\Icxico . . . . 
Treaty between Santo Anna and 

the Texans . 
Retreat of the :\Iexicans 
SantaAnna"sexecutiondiscu ed 
Santa Anna's prote t 
Santa Anna ent to Wuhington 
The miraculous succea of the 

Texans . • . • 
Sentiments of a Mexican mer-

chant . . . . 
Alleged grievanceaoftbe 'fexnns 
Ob. ervations on the Texan grie-

vances • • . . 
Anglo-American dm!!lls • 
Operations of the Am:rican land 

forces . . • . . 
.Mexican en\·oy sent to Washing-

ton . . . . . 
Amcricnn diplomacy 
:French blockade . . 
Conference at Jalapa . 
i\J cxican reply to France 
1\1!11 plan of adjustment . 

86 Diver.oion of tht• )lcxiran troops 
s; Kennedy'• account oftht·'l'l'.XAn 

congreiS • . . • 
88 Kcnnedy'spicturroiTexu, JS3; 
89 Annexation of Texas to the 

United Stnte 
00 Lord Pulmt·nton'a conduct n.'-
01 1icwrd 

Admiral Bnudin'a Right from 
02 Yrm Cmz 
03 ,\ dmiml Haudin's leth:r ID Gen . 
OJ urro.>a . • • 
95 Rt·cognition of 1h~as br fortign 
06 powrra • • 
97 ,\ nglo-.\lexir.an debt • • 

~I reting of the \lc iran bond-
08 holden~ • • 
90 .\ct of the .\kxican con~ . 

100 .\lrxil'nn pr ltlent'a onlrr in 
101 council • • . • 
10:! T.rritory dnirned Ly the Texans 
103 \ft,icanand Unito-d 'tat"boun-
101 dnry • • . . . 
105 Gut. "llamilton'a lett('r to Lord 
I OG l'nlmcraton 
I Oi Connntion Let ween I:ngland 
Ill nnd Tcu • 

(icn. llnmilton'a protcstutulo 
I I 2 'l'eMn ntrl)(itirs . • 

Tcxnn nnd \fukan chili atioo 
113 ll t•pri nl. or foreign nations 
Ill ·n~e Anglo-Texan connntion • 
Ill! Prate t of thu .\lexicon charge 
110 d'nflitircs • 
121 The Tt•xan loan job 

H inta to cnpit.Lii t1 
122 The hi~h tarifl' • . . 

The 1111 token policy of ~lcxico 
123 ~ t·w rqmblic of ltio <inmdc 
121 Te'>un partiznu lnp • . 

Territory or Hio (,mnde • . 
121; l>i rncmhcrmt·nt of \l c;~ico nt-
127 h·mptl'd . • • 

CnJtnlt·s, convention 'ot.ith Ilryea 
128 l'rt••tnt population of Tens • 

l ;J l acfuiM, contcmptihlcs, nnc.l loaf-

118 
l.SO 

151 

15t 

1511 
159 

163 
IGS 

170 
17tl 

178 

LO 

182 
llil 
HW 
187 
IH~ 
150 

lfll 
1()2 
1!13 
lf)l 
10.'1 
lOG 
1!17 
19 

190 
200 
202 
203 
201 
205 

207 

TniJlc of towna and pupulntion 
129 County to\\ 111 nod c:illct • . 
I:JO Till' white populntiun or 'J'e..-.:n• 
I :12 Lnndholdcl'1!1 almreholdcra, pe
l a~ I culutora . . . . 

Ill rr' 208 



Cotton of Tc:t.:u 
Tenn naral economy 
Texan tnlutntion• . 
Yankl'e v. hittling 
H~ligion of Tt'XIUI • 

T~xnn protl'stanti•m 
Rclijtion ofTee~.na . 
llt·li~,rious toleration in Texas . 
T t•xan hotl'!s and boarding hou•• 
Tcll:an houst•s . • 
The lndian•ofTniUI 
Pru~t ftu lii-ring~ of 1 ndiana 
E xtc.-nninntiun ofthl' lndinns . 
T t•rritorinl right , &t•., of TI.'xnn 

triht-. . . . . . 
l ntt·mntionnl right1ofthe Texan 

Indiana . . . . 
Plan for protecting the Tt•xnn 

Indians . • . . 
llcndiu of civiliSAtion 
Tnw origin of Ja,·crv 
The Tcun I mlinn tnbe . . 
Costunu~ of the Comanche In-

dian~ . . • . 
Cumnnche town• ancl 'illuges 
\\ ild hone of Me:\ic:u . 
Indian mnnn·unin~ . 
I ndinn ntlen and council~ 
" amanchic dnnc11 
Indian chronology 
lnclian languiiJ:I.'I . 
Indian art~ and acit•ncc 
Corancnhua lndinn• 
1 ndiun tribe, 
Cherokee> lndinns 
Tl'xnn nnd fnd inn tn·atit·a . 
Tcxnn inju~ticc to the Ch ... rokccs 
Dt•bntl' in cungrc . • . 
Kicknp<•oa, Sha\1 m·t'll, und 

C:rt>ckl . • 
l nknown Indinn tribe 
Slan•ry . . . . 

'mnbt•r of ~lan'tl in Tcxna . 
Texan loan-ho\1 to be applit·d 
Trrntment of ~lan·s . . 
1\ illing n m·gro not dt•emcd mur-

dl'r . . . . . 
Negro depravity enforced . 
Arl,"ltmt•nlll of Amt•rican ala\'C-

holders . . . . 
Abolition of •lnvrry b~ England 
Aholitinn of ~ln\'l•ry li,1o !\h•xico 
A nothl.'r fis:mrnt fur i\1 r. Kcn-

nl'dy · 

CON'fENTS. XXI 

Pa,o Pa,r 
!.!09 1 Mexican freedom . . . 2;'3 
211 Recognition of Texu by foreign 
212 powers 274 
213 An oracle for modem bravado• 276 
214 British municipnl commissioners 277 
215 Lord Durham's cogent rcmnrlcs 278 
!.!16 Proceeding• of the anti-slavery 
221 society 279 
222 Lord Ptt!meraton 'a reply . 28 1 
!.!2:1 Caution to Texan emigrnnla 286 
221 Alleged anti-slavery spirit in 
220 'l'cXIIS • • • • • 287 
2:JO Huuston'ft sla,·cry }lrinciples de-

monstrated • . 288 
!.!33 ;\lr. Kennedy's Javl'ry in ita 

milde~t form . . . 280 
23 1 Address of the anti-. la\'ery so-

ciety 290 
2:15 H orrors of thl' aln\'e trade 29l 
!.!:!7 Progress of abolition . . 295 
2:18 rrce trade \ ieW1i of the Texans 297 
!.!:10 .\n ti-rcpublicnn Inn ofTeXIIS . 298 

Tl'rritorinl hiatorv of Tc:~.ns 300 
210 Nnmct of counties 305 
211 Climate of Texa. 306 
212 ;\[n . Holly's climate ofTeus 311 
!.! 1:1 :\fr. Kennedy'• climate of 'fcXIIS 311 
211 Bonnell'! petrilil'd forest • . 322 
!.! 15 Fossils and diJu,·inl fom1ntions 323 
!.! 17 Snperficial configuration of 
2 l!l fcxns . 324 
!!50 Gt•ology of Tcxns 326 
!!51 Ri,•ers of'fexns 328 
2.'i2 Hnys nncllokcs 333 
251 13:tys nnd lngmtns 33 1 
25.> i\lonnU!ins of Tcxos 335 
:.!.)6 ;\lountoins and mound, 336 
2571 Geology and entomology of 

'l'cxn., 337 
!!.iS Entomology of Te~a~ 338 
!.!.>!1 A rboriculturc of Tcxos 310 
21lO C'omml•rciul and stntisticnl dews 
21i I of Tt'xo~ 342 
!.!62 Public debt and liobilities of 
:!();} Trxn.~ . 316 

l'nitl•d Stntcs' jobbers and spe-
21i I culntor~ 348 
!.!li6 Cnution to emigrants 350 

'J'rnnllcr 's guide 353 
207 Sen-port lowus on the Tc.xnn 
268 const 354 
270 Ach-icc to c>migrnnts 356 

Trxnn tariff . . 357 
272 National colours :J61 



xxu C'ONTE T •• 

uperficinl surface of Texas 
Prmcipal inland towns . 
Roods and distnnces in Texns 
Texan grouts to colonists 
Colonb:irion lows of i\Iexico 
Colonisation laws of Conhuiln and 

I'll«< 
36:? 
363 
36.~ 

368 
369 

Te>.:ns 3i0 
Colonisation laws of Mexico, Coa-

huila, and Texas . 
Land laws of Texas 
Genernl land law of Tc.xas 
Land law of Texas 
Asse~ed taxes ofTexas 
Common law and criminnl lnM 

of Te.xas 

3-., . ,_ 
3il 
:li S 
:J8ti 
392 

39 1 

Claims on tim T~xan go,·,·m
mcnt 

upplcml'nt • • . 
Opinions of the French prt on 

the Texan loon 
OJlinions of the London pres 
The "unratilird "trcatlbct\\el!n 
Texn~ and Great Untrun . 

Brit i h con•ul-l!Cill'ml to Texas 
Mr. llnrtnelra c:omml'll l . 
Extrnct~ from the J,on•lon pre 
'l'r,•nty "ilh 'l'l•xu--eJa,· ... ry . 
Extract• from the Lonclon prt'U 
'r r. Cra" ford 'a "big talk" "ith 

Indian chiefs 

APPENDIX. 

'''""' 
3!16 
30ti 

399 
110 

Ill 
li S 
1:?0 
1:?1 
127 
l:?!l 

131 

Act~ of congrl!!" of 1836-i-8-!l 
Treaty between Texas and France 
Letter to Yiscount Palmenton 
Declaration of American comul 
Important eHnl to Engli~h emigrants 
Table of ~lexican and English mcasur,'ll 

I' a;:<" 
135-1!11 
103-199 
199-..501 
liOI, 50:! 
M:? 

Letter to D. o·connell, Esq. . . 
Laws of Texas aud ~lexico as regards elnHr) 
Letter to Lord Aberdeen , . . 

ERR.\.TA AND EXPL \"\.\TORY 
Page Line 

SO:l 
so:~o~ 
609 
.Ji l , S l:! 

'OTE. 

3 10 lhc Indian n.>tiont or Buenos . \\1 rt. I I at>•l (;IJ:l~r~l· Ire 1101 mtoUliunnl 
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ERRAT.\ \~D EXPLANATORY NOTES. 

I.lne 
7 fur "acl:r.td" rn.J •• Yiem." 

2 1 for" )lareh 21, 1825," Mad" lOth Au~st, 182(." 
2 anJ lJ fur u lM:octl't'a" nsd H r:.aco~Hes." 

X:\lll 

3 for " Ihrnbaa" rtad " Datradu." 
10 The 1000 wrn are 10loat · otA Anna brought wilb him from Vrra CruL but 

be wu joined in tlo~ a tate of Tamaulit-" by large rduforctmenll. 
20 I find that Guerrero nt only chargeable with the abo~ of the dictatorial powert 

confer~! on him by the eongreo•. 
6 "Carbajal" ahould 1"' •• Cartbajd." 

26 for" confutiun" read "rc•olution." 
23 ft><' "f"'litiont" rtad .. pttition." 

6 for" CBJrtaln l•'annin" t't'ld "Colone] Fannin." 
20 fur " &n Palrlco" l'!"ld " San Patricio." 
20 for" 160" !'l'll<l "l.SO.'' 
29 for" ISO" -.1 " 1.'>0." 
~8 for h :'t lurianu•1 n:stl"' "·'riAno." 
!\3 for" Satlllo" read": ltillo." 
19 I mtan that tho tm>ty ttrrninatod tho war of indcptndcnce 111 the Texans will 

han it, but It ean only bo oo undcratood for that ran1palgn. 'rhc account of 
the ditonlcrt in l 'moa'• retreat may be tX&g\:trttcd. l bad it from a Tenn 
officer. 

3 fur" rhOit'n" rnJ "han· ch-n." 
1; for .• on the r«dpt or· .-1 .. ll(•nding nff:• At this fMI., l>tforo ·~king of 

the lanJang at \'era Cruz. 1 ought to have mentioned tho capture or tho fort 
of San Juan do Ullua, loft ween which cvcntt a considerable period clapecd. 

4 for .. armr .... .., .. rea.! "IU"tll7 who were." 
23 (or •• fc•unJ'' ru-1 .. It 'III"U round." 
II The .£I 0,000,000 i1, in roouul nttmbcn, the whole amount of the debt of 

)texico to Engloh tubjectt, in security fur which ~t~xico morl~:&ltcd to thrm 
I :!5 millions .. r acra to t.e lk'lrek-d in Texu, Chihuahua, :\eov )texico, So
nora .,,d Cdifornla, at tlorir own option. 

I G Tho date of the Jot reo ~lng I :!th April, 18:1i, it wu one month aft~r the 
acknowledj!WCDt by the United Sl:ltc&, \\ltich took plac:.· on the 3rt! or ~larch 
preceding: but I apprehen•l ~texico httd then, anti ltu now, a prrf,-ct right to 
lliapuoo or TcJraa 1\1 elte pleuca., according to h~r fol'\·e aud po"er 10 to olo. 

2ti Dy ta) iog that ;\luico bu no powt·r to rccogni1o the lndependcnre of T cn!l, I 
do not ml'&ll to deny Iter right or llCrfcCliO\"~rcignty, bul ahnply that the ba•ia 
o( tho conttltulion appcan to militutc •gBinll ouch l\ ditn•em~rment, and, 
much to l1cr honour, Mexico bu ~>lreudy prole•te<l Iter inability to rccogni1o 
Tcx.tt to tbe pN"judlco o( the territorilll righta tb~re of Driti~h aubjcct•, 
founded on tho Mnctlty nf Iter own dc:..rec,. 

for" JoiCI Jutta" road" Jo.e Ju8lo." 
2!. for" Mat..~nler•• read u ~laLagorda." 

7 1 o ·~king uf a Bte:U revolution in Mexico, I allude to the absurd notion or 
Mr. li.enucdyto Upo<'l tho RICl! rcgul~>tiona both of illc~ico ancl tho United 
Rtatc , t.y the introduction, acrou both frontien, of Dtiuah geuda introduced 
into Tezu cluty free. 

I i (ur "Tamoulipua" mul "Tamaulipu." 
Tho pnpulation of Te~u. including transient vi•itol'f, i• ~hen, in round num· 

ben, u .H,OBII, on a fair cttimato from the l~t dotll 1 could collect on the 
a pot, in tho ab'l('nrc of any rcgulor ccnaua of tbc whole country. 

5 li1r "O~ncral , \ ualln" re:t•l" 'io•es Auatiu." 
12 Lel not tho .-lcr undent~tnd thl\l loy dismombermcnl of tho olcl empire ot 

llloot~tum~>., I do more th~tn alludu ironically to tbo preposterous ide:~ of n 
modern author of no trnllll self conceit, lhnt (:reAl Dril:lin hu an interest in 
tupportlng tho Trnn•, whoto wholo policy l\nd ciTorll Rro directed to ciT~t 
that tlitm~m~rmrnl. 

20 fur "Ornrral" tC!III " Stephen." 
G I woulcl not confioo tlto commie•ion for tho prrservntlon of the inolepcndrnt 

rndlnn natlona (rom o•tinrtion to Oreal Drit.nin nne! Mexico; I nnmo thrsl' 
JIOWCI"' bccnnso their· lnw1 nod policy nro moat (n"ournblo to that human• 
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P age Lioo _, ld · · •t, • · bl' object; bntifall the powel'$ in Christendom anou ~n~tc 10 1 anu 1n o •g-
ing the Xorth Americans and the Tuane to k~p 111thoo lloc rule. uf huw.
oitr nod justice, I l<Ould be !!0 mncb tho bct~r plea~. 

237 13 I do. not hero mcan no adiro policy, but one too pautvc, and not acU~Iy pre-
'l'entive of encro3cbmeot upon aboriginal racto. 

239 26 for " share~ read " thll5t'.'' 
258 27 for " Buyoo" read" Bayou." 
272 5 for" breaks" read" break." · 
27 5 19 for "llll" read "is.'' 
276 17 for" Lumb:ory'' read" Lumbar." 
290 9 for "vesicul!lr" read "'I'C5icatory." 
290 15 for " vorncious" read " ferociou1." 
303 9 for" Tomoulcpas" mid "TIUDaullpq." 
306 14 for"conslruction" rud '·constitution.'' 
809 5 for "to collect" read "as to collect." 
32 I 12 for " obtoilUI'1 read " obwo." 
3:?6 23 for "product" read "products." 
332 I for "de lo" read "de las.'' 

332 10, 11, 12. Here I !peak of the frontier that the Truns p~ten•l to, and whuh 
Mr. Kennedy allows them; for the truo lioli tJ, tho ru.!er Ia referred t•• 
the mop. 

336 10 for" Socremento" read "Socnunrntu.'' 
353 7. The utcnsion of the ~rritory ef Texu to the Rio C:randc d~l Nort~, b to k 

understood only in the ~rn~e of what the Tc:xane claim, the true boundarr 
being the rittr K~«t~t~. 

3.;4 I 9 aod 23 for " "\'alb(O" read ~ \'duro.~ 
354 26 for" 700" rood " 600" 

357 13 allcr "b:ocon, bread, stair, Oonr of all kind•," read "fru.'' 
357 15 for "ben._" read "beet!." 
357 29 for" emu" rud "c:tr'.!." 
359 19 for" lining" read" limr.-

362 8 for "96,000,000" read " 192,(l00,000" of F.ngli8h atrtt. 
362 17 for" Beud" read " Bend." 
363 6 for " Annuhu:~<:" retd " Anahuac." 

363 19 Br:ttoria itself contains onlr about 250, (•~ p~~ge 20:1,) but thr population n1 
the neighbourhood i• here :added. 

363 24 The ume remork applies to llulh-u. 
363 28 It npplics al!!O to Aualio. 
366 8 for " V alosco" read " Yelaseo." 
368 3 for " Y a'l'alla'a" read ".Ubala'1. ·• 

368 17 If I am correct in the estimate of 63,61R,6fi~ aern already grant~!. by turning 
to page 23·1,lhe reader will find that Ttxu atill compri•es i8,.S36,331 l<'ret 
to bo duposed of. 

369 26 for " hacicndos" rud " ~ieo<bl." 
369 I for" vava·• rud "von." 
369 2 for "vavu" read " nraa." 
869 3 for" scilio" read "!ilio." 
369 6 for "scitios" rood" •itios." 
369 7 for" ~iendos"' read" bacicnda!l." 
371 31 for " Gin:ado major" rud " Gan>do mayor. • 

372 I 3 Tho grnnt& referred to in no~, pa;c 3611, arc to bo unden'-1 u n~)llinnt. 
37 5 26 for " to that" read " to what." 
392 4 for "lines" read " lime." 

399 22 for " crises which beaiegc'' read" criaia \lhich ~itgcs." 
408 20 Th~ meaning hero is, that the lands may be paod for in gnvcmment po~r, r~

ecovablc at par, only worth 25 ccnll tloc dollar. 
41 0 15 for u 3,000 ooo·· read " 5 ooo 000 .. 
4)0 3 1 ' · I > • 

Tho expressooo of this hope will remind the re:ulcr nf tloe faille of th~ fc,x an•l tho sour grnpes. 

427 7 'fhe. ~caning is, .that Mexico, u sovereign nf 'l'exu, will nnt rccognitc tho 
valodtty of nny btlcs to lands there given by the rebel government. 
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OIL\PTER I. 

l'hc '\atchcz : tht Ori._ nnllnhnbitnnrs ofTt•xns-Extent of their 

tcrritory- Thctr Rt h,..-i,n- Their ,uddcn !Inti UIHICC0\11\Uihlc 

disnppcnrnncc- F1r t ::-ip'lni,h ' ·ttlcnwnts in Xatchcz-Tcxn 

fonncrly n part of ~ Jtcbcz-T~:x-t!> nnncxcd lo the Yiccroyahy 

of :'lfl'Xico-Fin.t War of Tnd(·pcnchncc, tn till' f·1ll of .\forrlos. 

To carry the hi tory of a ci\ ilized nation through 
a series of ages, is comparath·ely an easy task to 
tracing the rise and fall of a people unacquainted 
with the usc of letters, and whose discoverers have 
left us but a very vague account of their manners, 
habits, customs, or institutions, and of which their 
own traditions furni h the historian with no data. 
'uch is the obscurity in which the history of the 
atchcz is invoh·ed. However, in addition lo the 

conjectures of many able historical writers, who 
have la.bomed to show the fate of the N alchez, we 
find that the paniards at different periods pos
sessed lhemseh es of the whole of the vast empire 
of the Natchez, which extended from the :\[is~ i s-

u 
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sippi on the east, to Rio del Norte or Rio Grande 
on the west, and from the Gulf of l\Iexico on the 
south, to Great Osage River on the north. 

As early as 1527, the attention of the conqueror 
of Mexico was directed towards the Natchc7.. 
Cortes, in his despatches to Charles V., in the abo,·c 
year, speaks of the Natchez as a powerful and civi
lised nation, whose manners, habits, and institutions 
differed essentially from those of the :Mexicans, to 
whom, howe\er, they were by no means inferior in 
many of the arts of civilisation. Cortes also stated, 
that he had long contemplated the conquest of the 
Natchez, but before he could make the arrange
ments necessary for such a vast undertaking, the 
Natchez were engaged in a sanguinary "ar, or 
rather a war of extermination, with the Bogolans, 
a less civilised but equally powCI{ul nation; by 
whom the Natchez, says Robertson, were soon after 
overpowered, and subsequently exterminated; but 
it is somewhat difficult to give that degree of credit 
to this bold assertion of Robertson's, on a highly 
interesting subject, which is due to the simplest 
remark of so able an historian. In fact, nothing 
can be more absurd than to suppose that so power
ful a nation as the Natchez could be annihilated, 
as if by magic, in the space of a few months, or 
that the Bogotans could undertake the conquest 
of such a powerful and distant people. 

The capital of the empire of Bogota, now a pro
vince of New Granada, was situated on one of the 
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tributary trcams oft he Magdalena. Hivcr, while the 

capital of J. atchez stood on the west bank of the 
l\Iis ·issippi, in lat. 30° 30' north ; hence the dis

tance between these two countries alone places the 
conjecture of Robertson beyond the remotest 
bounds of probability. 

At the period of the discovery of America, the 
pani,u-ds found but few settled nations on that 

continent; namely, the ~lexicans, Peruvians, Bo
gotan~, and Natchez; with the e'Xception of these, 

the "hole of the original inhabitants of America 
were divided into tribes, who ]eel a wandering lif<', 
or were in the act of migrating from one part of 
that immense continent to another, "ith a \ iew of 
scllling do\\ n, as their kinsmen, the :\Iexican , 
PerU\·ian , Bo~otans, and ... Tatchcz had done. But 

we can easily imagine the many diOicullies these 
wandering tribes must have had to contend with, 
when we consider the base injustice and cruelty 
with which those settled nations were treated b) 
the pania.rds, and all the other European discover
ers and conquerors of l\ merica. l\fany of those 
tribes who were then found wandering from place 
to place, continue so to this day; while those em

pires which were not only settled, but considerably 
advanced in all the arts of ci\·ilisation, broke up into 
small communitie , after struggling for years lo 
maintain their primiti\'c simplicity and freedom, antl 
retired to the \\Oods and mountains for sal(•ty. 

Such in nll probability was the fate of the Natchez, 
ll 2 
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and beyond this nothing can be advanced on a sub

ject which bas passed unnoticed into the most com

plete and impenetrable obli\~on. 
It is certain, however, that the atchez were 

once a powerful nation, and that "among them a 

variety of ranks existed, which were totally un
known to the northern tribes. The chiefs were 

reputed nobles, and their families enjoyed heredi

tary dignities." ·while, according to Robertson, 

from whom I am here writing, the body of the 

people was considered as vile, and only formed for 

subjection. This distinction was marked by appel

lations, which intimated the high elevation of the 

one state, and the ignominious depression of the 
other. The former were ca1led respectable; the 

latter "stinkards." The great chief, in "hom su
preme authority was vested, was reputed lo be a 
being of superior nature, the brother of the sun, 
the sole object of worship. They approached thi!' 

gr eat chief with religious veneration, and honoured 

him as the representati,·e of their deity. Ilis will 

was a law, to which all submitted with implicit 

obedience. T he lives of his subjects were so abso

lutely at h is disposal, that if any one incurred his 
displeasure, the offender approached him with pro
found humility and offered him his head. tor 
did the dominion of the chief end with their lives; 

their principal officers, their favourite wives, to

gether with many domestics of inferior rank, were 
sacrificed at their tombs, that they might be attended 

in the next world by the same persons who served 



ltLLiviO'\ OF l'llt:: l\A'l'tllt::t. 5 

them in this; and such was the reverence in "hich 

they were held, that those victims welcomed death 
with e\ultation, deeming it a recompense for their 

fidelity, and a mark of distinction to be selected to 

accompany their decca cd master. Thus a perfect 

train of superstition, arrogance, and cruelty, was 

established among the ratchez and by a singular 

liltality, that people has tas ted of the "orst cala

mities incident to more poli hed nations. 
" The tribe of the 'Natchez," says the same au

thor, " had mh ·anccd b('yond the more uncultivated 

nations of America, in their ideas of' relig ion, a · 

\\ell a · in their political institutions. The sun was 

the chief object of their religious worship. In their 

temples, '' hich were constructed with some mag ni
ficence, and decorated with various ornament , 

according to their mode of architecture, they pre

~en·ed a perpetual fire, as the nearest emblem of 

their divinity. l\linisters were appointed to watch 

and feed this sacred fl ame. The first function of 

the great ch ief of the nation , every morning was, an 
act of obeisance to the sun : and festivals returned 

at sla ted sNtsons, which were celebrated by the 

whole community, with solemn, but unbloody rite ." 
The same author attributes the subjection of the 

atchcz, to the difference in their slate from tha.t of 

the other tribes of America. "They were a settled 
nation, residing constantly in one place. II unting 

was not their chief occupation. They had made 
considcmhlc progn'ss in agriculture and arls. The 

idea of p10pt•rl) wm; fully establi shed. Among 
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people in this state, arm·ice and. ambition a~quireu 
objects, and began to exert thetr power ; vtews of 
interest allure the selfish ; the desire of pre-emi
nence excites the enterprizing; dominion is coveted 
by both; and passions unknown to man in his 
savage state, prompt the interested and ambitious 
to encroach on the rights of their fellow-citizens. 
Motives with which rude nations nrc equally un

acquainted, induce the people to submit tamely to 
the usurped authority of their superiors. But e\·en 
among nations in this state, the spirit of subject · 
could not have been rendered so obsequious, or the 
power of rulers so unbounded, without the inter
vention of superstition. By its fatal influence, the 
human mind, in every stage of its progress, is de
pressed, and its native vigour and independence 
subdued." Unfortunately for the people, whose in
stitutions are the subject of inquiry, this power was 
in the hands of their chiefs. By the exercise of 
the grossest superstition, despotism was established 
among the Natchez, which existed to the late:>t 
period of their existence as a nation. 

1528. Cortes having now prepared an expedition 
which he meant to have led in person, against the 
Natchez, heard of the sudden disappearance of the 
whole of that tribe; but not placing implicit confi
dence in a report which appeared to him so marvel
lous, he dispatched Narvaez with one hundred 
cavalry, three hundred infantry, and two thousand 
Indians, to ascertain the truth of a rumour which 

caused him no slight uneasiness. Narvae:t:, after 
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eros ·ing the Rio Grande, marched due cast, through 
the centre of 1a.tchez, which he found completely 
depopulated, but in a high slate of cultivation, 
until he reached the Mississippi river, in lat. 30° 291 

north. 1 {ere he crossed the Mississippi, and pur-
5ucd his march as far as the confines of \Y est Florida, 
where he was led by many fresh trails, and several 
concurring circumstances, to suppose the Tatchez 
had retired. But before he could overtake the tribe 
"hose track he was following, he and his troops 
\\ere reduced to such extreme distress by famine, 
that they ate such of their own companions as 
happened to die. This appeared so dreadful to the 
Indian , who accompanied anaez on this expe
dition, and who had hitherto believed the paniards 
to be bt•ings of a superior nature, far above the reach 
of such necessitudcs as they constantly e~perienced 
in their savage life, in which however they were 
accustomed to de\ our none but prisoners, that it 
lillecl them "ith horror and indignation again t the 
'pani:mls, \\ ho were compelled to return with all 

possible despatch to ~Iexico. 
On reaching i\leAico, having informed Cortes 

that the \ atchez \\ere extinct, or )~ad suddenly di ·
appeared, leaving their whole country which was 
highly cultimted to become a wilderness, ortcs' 
doubts as to the fate of the 1 atchez being thus far 
resolved, and, seeing that the whole of their im
mense territory could at any moment be annexed 
lo 1\IcAico, whose subjection he hatl now nearly 
completed, tumcd his allcnlion to the couqucst 
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of Peru : an undertaking which, however, wa re
served, and subsequently carried into execution by 

others. 
Notwithstanding that Narvaez' expedition to 

Natchez and Florida proved most disastrous, still 
the Viceroy of Mexico was resolved to make an 
attempt to colonize the western part of the latter 
country. Two ships being engaged at Vera Cruz 
to convey settlers to Florida, many paniards and 
Mexicans eagerly embarked in this new under
taking, but when the expedition reached, and the 
colonists beheld the dreary and inhospitable hores 
of Florida, nothing could equal their disappointment 
and consternation. After sailing a whole day along 
the shore, seeing no chance of carrying out the 
object they had in view, they refused to land, and 
therefore directed their course towards the lis

sissippi river, which they ascended, as far as the 
point where Nar..-aez and his followers had crossed. 
Here the climate appeared more congenial, the soil 
more productive, and the aspect of the country 
generally better suited to their views; seeing a 
prospect of success, they landed with the greatest 
alacrity, choosing the west bank of the Mississippi 
as their future location. The first seltlers were 
soon followed by many of their countrymen from 
Mexico and Cuba; and thus that portion of the 
Natchez territory, which lies between the Missi sippi 
and the Sabine rivers, now called Louisiana soon , 
became inhabited, while the rest of the territory 
of the Natchez, "est of the Sabine rivC'r, to the 
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ri\cr \tece , \\ hich is now called T exas, and 
from the Nueccs to the Rio Grande, the e\.treme 
western boundary of Natchez, remained a complete 
wilderness from the fall of Tatchez, about 152 , 
until the year l G92, when the descendants of the 
conquerors of l\Iexico built the town of an An
tonio de Bejar on the an Antonio river. 

1716. The ... pan iards having held possession of 
'an Antonio unmolested for four-and-twenty years, 

commenced to build the town of La Bahia del Espi
ritu anto (no\\ called Goliad,) on the same stream, 
ahont thirty miles to the south of an Antonio. 
The e tablishment of these two points led the vice
roy of Me\.ico to inquire into the c\.tent and capa
bilities of this newly acquired territory, to which was 
soon after given the name of T exas, and under 
that tillc formally annexed to the viceroy.tlly of 
Mexico. ubsequent to the annexation of T exas, 
se,•eral expeditions were sent from l\1exico to 
explore the country east of an Antonio river, 
but no fmther acquisitions were made until the 
year J 732, when the paniards established a 
military post on the banks of the Arroyo de la 
Nana, situate between the ri vers Angelina and 
~abine, when all that territory cast of the an 
Antonio ri\'er to I he ahinc was also annexed to the 
viceroyalty of l\lexico, under the title of Eastern 
T exas. 

BuL those who umlertook the c, tablishmenl of 
town and military post at thi :s period ( 1732) were 
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strano-ers to that love of conquest, and energy or 
b 

character, which were the true characteri tics or 
the conquerors of l\Iexico. The government of 
points so far removed from the seat of Government, 
was left by the responsible rcpresentati,·es of the 
court of Spain in the hands of the missionaries, 
whose zeal for the spiritual welfare of the settlers 
and soldiers led them to demand so much of their 
attention, that aU temporal affairs were quite over
lo~ked, consequently agriculture and commerce, the 
two first elements of national prosperity were to
tally neglected; education and industry were ne\ cr 
deemed the only and indispensable medium of ad
vancing civilisation, or developing the resources 
of the country. Fanatical superstition and abuses 
soon crept into these remote points, and were rigidly 
enforced by spiritual and military rulers. Under 
such a system, if aggression ceased, a great portion 
of the vast possessions which had been acquired, 
remained a wilderness. But who that has ever 
watched the current of human affairs could for a 
moment suppose that any country could long con

tinue in the condition of the \'iceroyalty of 1\Iex
ico; a country, the magnitude and variety of \\hose 
resources, scattered over a prodigious extent of 
territory, are as yet but imperfectly known. They 
will only be fully developed when it shall contain 
what it is certainly capable of, a population as large 
as any country in the world, of which Mexico 
appears destined by nature lo become indcpcnd-
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cttl both in a commercial anti political point of 
'icw. ll.1d this a~scrtion been addressed to 
the political economists of the mother country 
pre\ ious to the revolution of 1 10, insanity would 
ha\'e been illlputed to its author ; but the result of 
that one e\·cnt alone, would have entitled it to some 
rlegrec of credit, \\ hile a thousand subsequent e\·ents 
concur to c!)tablish it as a matter of fact that their 
impolitic rule has shorn them of great interests, 
'' hich now excite the attention of other nations, 
particularly England, "ho is vitally concerned in 
this anti e\ cry other subject connected "ith New 
'pain. And as the independence of the territory 

of Te~as oriE:,rinated in the dismemberment of 
l\Iexico, "hich \\as the result of pan ish misrule, it 
is necessary to recur briefly to the long series of 
crents "hich led to the final subversion of the power 
of the panianls in ew Spain, in order that the 
reader may be able to take a correct view of the 
T exan cause. 

Those whose avocations in this life arc the most 
tedious, would shudder at the thoughts of tracing 
the slow progress of civilisation among the Abori
gines of 1\lc~ico, while the most sanguinary despot 
in Christendom would blush at his ignorance of 
the arts of torture, tyranny, and bloodshed, after 
reading the history of New pain, from the con
quest tlom1 to the year 1 10 ; and as the recital of 
events which occurred during thal period c<.~n 

t'on tributc• nothing to enhance the vuluc of litis 
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work I need not impose upon myself the ta k of 

straying so far back. And as the immense combina

tions of circumstances which led to the first revo
lution in l\Iexico have already been so well and 

ably defined, and must, therefore, be perfectly un
derstood, I can confine myself to a brief sketch, by 

referring the reader to other authors, such a Hum
boldt, Brackemidge, Don Carlos Bustamante, Ro

bertson, and Ward, for full and interesting details 

of those events which led to the establishment of 

republican institutions in rew Spain. 
The first Mexican revolution was commenced by 

Don l\Iiguel Hidalgo, the parish priest of Dolores, 

who had devoted much of his life to the introduc

tion of the silk-worm, and the establi!.hment of vine

yards in the immediate neighbourhood of the vil

lage of Dolores, as an example to those among his 

flock who had ample means to follow it, and so 

give employment to the poor of his parish. This his 

laudable design, however, was rendered abortive by a 
special order from the Spanish Government prohi

biting the inhabitants of l\Iexico from making wine. 

Hidalgo attributed the promulgation of this prphi

bition to the unjust interference and undue influ

ence of Europeans. lie therefore resolved to 
avenge an act, which he held, as far as it concerned 
himself, to be extremely oppressive, and most inju

rious to the country at large. Accordingly, he 
consulted with Allende, Abasolo, and Aldana, three 
creole officers then stationed at Guanaguato, who, 
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considering the g reat influence which llidalgo pos
se sed among the Indians and people of the pro
vince generally, and knowing that the whole of 
Me'\ico (more pnrticularly the creoles) was ripe 
for a revolt again t the paniards, did not hesitate 
to enter into a conspiracy to overthrow the govern
ment. 

uch a conspiracy soon found many other able 
supporters, and on the I Gth of eptembcr, 1 10, 
the signal of re\ olt was gi,·en, by imprisoning the 

panianls in the neighbourhood and town of 
Dolores. On the following day ( 17th) the insur
gents took possession of an Felipe, and on the 
1 th, of an M ihrucl cl Grande, both towns of con
siderable importance. I Iiclalgo next tmned his at
tention to the capital of the pro,•ince, Guanaguato, 
which he look, after an obstinate resistance on the 
part of the royalists, on the 2 th of September. 
The day before the tak ing of Guanaguato, Hidalgo 
was elected u captain-general of America," by the 
general voice of his followers, who, in the short 
space of twelve days, amounted to about 20,000, 
and as such he was duly recognized by the ayun
tamientos (corporation ) of the towns of Celaya 
and 'an 1\Iiguel, and afterwards by the ayunta
miento of Guanaguato. The property of paniards, 
that had fallen into the hands of the 1\Iexicans 

up to this period, was here distributed among 
Hidalgo's troops, a circumstance which led thou
sands of recruit s to join the insurgents. The fall 
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of Guanaguato filled the paniards in the capital 
with the greatest consternation, which was in some 
measure appeased by the prompt measures taken 
by the new viceroy, Don Francisco XaYier Y ene
gas, to quell the insurrection. The first step!' 
taken by Venegas, was to arm the paniard , 
and to order the troops stationed at La Puebla, 
Orizaba, and Toluca, to march upon the capital, 
while he despatched all the Creoles in the city of 
Mexico, under the command of the Conde de l.t 
Cadena, to join Don Felix i\Iaria Calleja, military 
commandant of San Luis Potosi, who was ordered to 
march with all his force in pursuit of the insurgents. 
Hidalgo, on hearing of the approach of Calleja, ha · 
tened his departure from Guanaguato, which he 
left on the lOth of October, directing his march to 
Valladolid, of which he took possession without any 
resistance being madP, on the 17th of October. 
Hidalgo remained only two days in Valladolid, 
where he was joined by Don Jose Maria More los, 
a priest of Nucupetaro, whom Hidalgo immediately 
appointed to command in chief on the south-wes
tern coast of Mexico. On the 28th the insnrgents 
took possession of Toluca. Here Hidalgo halted 
for two days, to refresh his troops. On the 30th 
he marched out of Toluca upon the capital ; but 
on reaching Las Cruces, he met the corps of ob
servation sent by Venegas from the capital, under 
the command of Colonel Truxillo, and Don Augus
tin Iturbide, then a lieutenant in the royalist scr-
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'icc, but afterwards Emperor of 1\Jexico. The 
defeat of this corps by II idalgo removed every ob
Rlaclc that stood in the way of the triumphal entry 
of thC' insurgents into the capital ; but "hen he 
reached a position whence he beheld the city of 

. Mexico in all its gnmdeur, he betrayed consider
able emotion; and, like a visionary enthusiast, he 
seemed from that moment to sink under the weight 
of an enterprize which originated \\ ith himself. 
Being unable longer to direct the "ild elements, 
"hich he saw rampant in the 10,000 faces that 
then stood round his standard, towards the com
pletion of a task for \\ hich he had brought tho e 
clements into action, he ordered a retreat; thus 
giving to the world the most undeniable proof of 
his cowardice, and an advantage to his enemy, 
which soon after brought him to that ignominy 
he so justly merited. 

Calleja, who had by this time reached Quere
taro, on his way to defend the capital, commenced 
again to pursue 11 idalgo, followed by a strong rein
forcement from the capital, and succeeded in over
taking the insurgents (who were retreating upon 
Yalladolid) at Acnlco, on the 7th of ovember, "h<'n 
a general engagement look place, and I Iidalgo and 
Allende were driven from the field, lea\'ing 10,000 
Indians dead. Hidalgo, with the main body of the 
insurgents, with diOicully effected a hasty retreat 
to Valladolid, while the royali ts pursued Allende, 
who retreated to Guanaguato, which being unable 
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to defend, he evacuated, leaving his patti ans, and 
many of his follower , to provide for theit own 
safety. T he mistake which Calleja made, by fol
lowing Allende instead of Hidalgo, gave the lalter 
time to collect another body of men, sufficien t to 
enable him to take the fi eld; which he did 0 11 

the 17th, and proceeded to Guadalaxara, where 
Rayon, one of Hidalgo's chiefs, had raised n large 
force. On the 24th of November H idalgo entered 

the city of Guadalaxara "ith great pomp, and " as 
received by Rayon with military honours. 

Calleja having receir ed another rein forcement 

from the capital, marched out of Guunaxuato 
towards the north. On the J 6th of J anuary, 1 11 , 
he came again in sight of the insurgents, who had 
fortified the bridge of Calderon, about si-xteen 
leagues from Guadalaxara. llere, on the 17th of 
January, a general and decisive engagement took 
place; and, like the former, ended in the defeat of 
the insurgents. Hidalgo, with several of his chiefs, 
retreated to Saltillo, with the remnant of their 
shattered forces, while Rayon volunteered to carry 
off the military chest from Guadalaxara, which con

tained 300,000 dollars ; this he accomplished, and a r
rived with it at Saltillo, where he found Hidalgo, Al
lende, Aldana, and Abasolo, preparing to go to the 
United States, to purchase supplies to carry on the 
war. Rayon was appointed to command the in
surgents during Hidalgo's absence; but Hidalgo 
and his companions were made prisoners before 
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they had got far from their head-quarters ; and, on 
the 21st of March, 1 11, were conveyed to Chi
huahua, where they were imprisoned until the 
27th of July, when Hidalgo, being first deprived of 
his order of priesthood, wa shot, together with his 
ct sociates. 

The capture and execution of Hidalgo contri
buted nothing towards tranquillizing the coun
try; on the contrary, it merely opened the door to 
others, who were better able to carry on the work 
which he had commenced. Among those who fol
lowed him as leaders, were Rayon and l\forelos; 
the forlTh.!r a sound political economist, the latter a. 
prudent and intrepid soldier. It i much to be 
lamented that these two men did not act together, 
as it would ha\'e advanced the cause of independ
ence at once to that state, which it did not acquire 
for some time afterwards, and which led so many 
of the first men in .l\Iexico, together with the whole 
creole population, to espouse it. 

Immediately after the arrest of Hidalgo, Rayon 
saw the necessity of bringing about a moral 
revolution in faYour of independence, which was 
not to be done by the sword alone ; he there
fore conceived the idea of forming a national con
vention or junta, and which he possessed sufficient 
energy of character to accomplish, on the lOth of 
September, 1811 : the first junta, consisting of five 
members duly elected, sat in the town of Zitacuaro, 
in the province of Valladolid. The establishing of 

c 
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the junta was deemed premature by l\Iorelos, w~lO 
was about to place himself at the head of the In

surgent troops, though it was well received by 
the country generally, and with the greatest enthu
siasm by the creoles. The establishment of the 
junta soon gaYe rise to the idea of forming a 
national congress; in favour of which, a general 
cry was raised throughout the southern intend~n
cies, and was accordingly convened in the month of 
March, 1812, at Chilpanzingo, Calleja ha\'ing taken 
the town Zitacuaro. The fir t act of the Mexi
can Congress, which consisted of forty member ·, 
was to draw up a true representation of the state 
of the country, making at the same time propo als 
to government for peace, on certain conditions. 
These proposals were indignantly rejected, and 
publicly burnt by orders of the Spanish Viceroy, 
Venegas, in the city of Mexico. From this moment, 
war was inevitable; and l\Iorelos, who had now 
a large force under his command, moved towards 
the capital, having already defeated the royalists in 
several engagements. Morelos' success in the field, 
added to the ·wisdom displayed by congress in 
providing for the internal welfare of their country, 
would have brought the revolution to a speedy 
and successful issue, but, during Hidalgo's career, 
the Spaniards, who had armed themselves, were 
now in the field in defence of their assumed 
rights, in sufficient numbers to supply the place 
of the creole troops, who were now flocking 
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from all quarters round the standard of indepen
dence. 

That the restless and sanguinary Anglo-American 
outlaws, and Indian hunters, who had for years 
been committing the most infamous outrages all 
along the ea tern frontier of Mexico, should allow 
such an opportunity of dealing largely in the hor
rors of civil "ar to escape them, is not easily to 
be supposed. .\ gang of about one thousand of 
such characters had posted themselves at Nacog
doches, and along the banks of the Sabine rirer, 
for a con iderable distance, in eastern Texas, for the 
purpose of robbing and murdering the trading cara
vans which frequently pass from the United States 
to the provinces (Provincias Internas) of ~Iexico. 
Favoured by the revolutionary state of the country, 
their depredations passed on unnoticed by the ~Jexi
can government, until the latter part of 1812, when 
Capt. Magee was sent "ith a strong detachment of 
troops to disperse them. In the spring of 1813, 
1\Iagee succeeded in driving the American outlawe 
across the frontier, into the United States, from 
whence they came; but he had scarcely completed 
his perilous task, before he became equally trouble
some to the government of l\Iexico himself, by 
issuing a proclamation, inviting the very outlaws, 
whom he was sent to punish, to enrol themselves 
under the banner of independence. uch an invit.:'l.
tion was nothing short of a God-send to, and was 
therefore eagerly accepted by, the outlaws, to whom 

c 2 
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it was principally addressed. Having thus enlisted 
from five to siY hundred men, who were to a emble 
at a certain place on a given day, Magee proceeded to 
New Orleans, where he obtained the necessary sup
plies for his troops, and enlisted nearly three hundred 
more. While at New Orleans, l\Iagcc mel an old 
.Mexican, Bernardo, and a refugee from justice, who 
had been previously banished by the royalists, and 
subsequently by Hidalgo: a circumstance that at.once 
esta.blished his claim to the consideration of l\lagce' · 
band, by whom he was elected commander in chief 
of the Texan expeditionary forces, which took 
the field directly after Bernardo was appointed to 

the command. 
Bernardo immediately planted the banner of 

independence on the Trinity river, in eastern 
Texas, and issued a proclamation, inviting the 
Mexicans to join his standard ; he soon after 
marched upon Nacogdoches, a Mexican garri
son in eastern Texas, of which he took possession 
quietly. Here he found a large quantity of provi
sions and military stores. The fall of N acogdoche 
spread through the United States and Mexico \\ ith 
great rapidity, and caused a very important diver
sion in favour of Morelos, who, aided by generals 
Teran, Osorno, Toledo, Cos, and Guadalupe 
Victoria, had carried the insurrection to the gates 
of Mexico. Bernardo remained only three weeks 
at Nacogdoches, when he marched upon La Bahia, 
a town of importance in western Texas, where he 
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" as soon besregcd by 1200 royalists under al
cedo, a general of con idcrable talent. The royalists 
during the siege of La Bahia, which lasted nine 
months, suffe red the greatest hardships, being com
pletely destitnte of provisions, necessary clothing, 
and ammunition. However, Salcedo contrived to 
keep the Americans in check for nine months, 
when finding himself totally cut off from the 
royalist , ''hom h e had left. in the ea tern provinces 
of Me\.ico, he was obliged to raise the siege of La 
Bahia, which he did under the cover of night, and 
so unexpectedly, that the Americans were quite 
unprepared to follow him : however, the outlaws 
held a council of war the next morning, and with
out hesitation determined to march upon an 
Antonio de Bexar, ''here they found llremselves 
again in the presence of alcedo's army, which had 
been reinforced hy a park of artillery en route to 
La Bahia. Salcedo, on hearing of the approach 
of the enemy, formed his troops into line, and 
placing his artillery on the right, waited to 
receive them. But the Americans, whom we 
shall occasionally call Texans, advanced without 
seeming to care for the display thus made by al
cedo, until they had got within a few hunured paces 
of the l\l exican<;, "hen they rushed forward en masse 
lo the charge, putting the enemy to flight, and 
taking the entire park of arti llery. alcedo endea
voured to rally his men, but in vain ; he therefore 
was compelled to retire.•, leaving 51 killed and 
wounded on the firld. The Texans, as if satisfied 



22 l\IASSACRE OF MEXICAN PRISONER · 

with the capture of so valuable a prize, marched on to 
San Antonio, without waiting to ascertain what the 
royalists meant to do. At San Antonio the Texans 
found several of Salcedo's followers, who, worn out 
with fatigue and sickness, had sought for shelter at 
the mission, and, to their dishonour be it said, the 
Texans made prisoners ofthese royalists to the num
ber of twenty-seven, and, without even the form of 
a court-martial, shot them in cold blood : thus 
setting an example which was unfortunately followed 
by the Mexicans during the whole of the revolu
tionary war in Texas. The report of these exploits 
was received in the United States \\-1th exultation, 
and hundreds of young American citizens flew to 
join their countrymen in Texas ; but in the mean 
time the news of the massacre at San Antonio 
reached Mexico, and the Viceroy despatched Eli
zondo with 500 men to chastise the sanguinary 
intruders. Elizondo immediately left the capital, 
and in about six weeks :;ucceeded in forming a 
junction with Salcedo, who was then hovering about 
the enemy, waiting for a favourable opportunity 
to attack; but when Salcedo found that he had 
been superseded in the command of the royalist 
troops in Texas, he became so enraged, that he 
did every thing in his power to frustrate the mea
sures taken by his successor to suppress the revo
lution in Texas, in which he was most successful. 
When Elizondo inquired of Salcedo what force the 
enemy possessed, he reported them to be about 
one half only of what they really were, which l ed 
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Elizondo to make an attack on the town of San 
Antonio, that ended in the defeat of the royalists, 
who::.e loss on this occasion amounted to 400 men, 
killed, wounded, and missing. The result of this 
engagement convinced Elizondo that he had been 
decci' ed by Salcedo ; he therefore returned to 
1\Iexico as quickly as possible, leaving Salcedo to 
collect the royalist troops, which were once more 
scattered all over the country. This second victory 
of the .\mcricans in Texas filled the people of 

lexico with indignation, and every party forgetting 
for a moment their own opinions, views, and inte
re::-ts, raised their 'oices for the immediate and com
plete e~pulsion oft he .Anglo-Americans from Texas; 
and thus another fa,·ourable diversion was caused 
for l\Iorelos, who "as nO\\ master of two-thirds of 
i\lexico. 

Jan. 1 13. The Texans made several overtures 
to l\lorelos to be incorporated in the l\lexican army 
then under hi · command, but 1\lorelos was a man 
of' great foresight, and though he coultl not help 
at once appreciating the di\'crsions which the Ameri
cans hau causeu in his favour, still he deemed it 
highly impolitic lo connect himself with foreigners, 
when he \vas leading not only an nrmy, but the 
whole people of a countr), whose great and general 
cause of complaint was the constant introduction 
and patronage which was exclusively reserved for 
Spaniards, the \cry people from whom l\lorelo ' 
followers had for lhe most part descended, but by 
whom the Spaniards e\'Cll were deemed and opposed 
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as foreigners. l\Iorelos, therefore, resolved to keep 
himself aloof from the Americans, and lost no time 
in setting public opinion right on that score. \Vhile 
Calleja, who now filled the viceroyal chair, anxious 
to respond to the universal cry of the people of 
Mexico for the expulsion of the Americans, gave 
orders for the depar ture of 2000 men for the 
province of T exas. The command of this expe
dition was given to general Arredondo, who was 
universally esteemed a sound politician and intrepid 
soldier. He addressed himself to the various duties 
of his new appointment with such tact and alacrity, 
that in a few days he was enabled to leave the 
capital for San Antonio, where he found the 
Americans strongly intrenched. After the defeat 
of Elizondo before San Antonio, about two hundred 
Americans, outlaws and pu·ates,• who up to that 
period had remained scattered over the province 
of Texas, made patriotism their refuge, and joined 
their victorious countrymen, so that when Arre
dondo arrived before San Antonio, he found the 
number of the intruders increased to about 1000 
men. However, on reconnoitring the enemy's 
position, though he was not disposed to make an 
attack on the town, he was resolved to bring him to 
an engagement, more particularly as he entertained 
a very contemptible opinion of the abilities of 

• The remnant of Burr's followers, wl1o with the LafuyetLcs, 
Nolans, and Hunters, were all dispersed, or put to the sword 

by the Mexicans, at different periods, and before any of their 
petty revolutionary schemes were maturctl. 
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Bernardo, who commanded, and was now aided 
by generals Toledo and Menchaca ; the former 
was unknown to Arredondo, but the latter was 
generally known as a common muleteer. 

Arredondo ga,•e his men one night's rest, and 
early on the following morning he put himself at 
the head of his troops, and moved slowly towards 
the enemy's lines. This approach of the Mexicans 
was soon made known to the T exans, who, ftushed 
with victory, raised a contemptuous yell, which 
was followed by a confused sound of voices, such as 
one sometimes hears in the neighbourhood of a 
school-boys' play-ground. uch sounds issuing 
from a camp then surrounded by an enemy, might 
have led a general less acquainted with the un
controllable boyishness of the Americans under all 
circumstances, into an error, by inducing him to 
believe that it betokened internal strife and dis
order ; but Arredondo knew the character of his 
enemy, and hatl formed his plans, which only re
mained to be carried into execution. Accordingly, 
he drew out three storming parties in front of the 
main body of his troops, and made such other 
movements as at once led the enemy to suppose 
that he meant to make a vigorous assault on their 
lines. The storming parties being in advance were 

- now put in motion, followed by 700 men, while 
500 were kept as a reserve. The storming parties 
soon came within the range of the American rifles, 
which was no sooner discovered by the Texans 
than they opened a brisk fire from the town, and 
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at the same time they raised another yell, where
upon the Mexicans, as it was previously arranged, 
retreated; the Americans deeming this the harbin
ger of another victory, rushed from their strong
hold ; the foremost, led by Menchaca in person, were 
soon surrounded, and made prisoners, together with 
about 300 Mexicans, who had joined the Americans. 
This rashness of l\Ienchaca. was deemed by the 
Americans nothing short of a premeditated de ertion 
on his part, while they did not hesitate them
selves to fo1low his example; this they did, in the 
Indian style, by creeping on their hands and knees 
through the long prairie grass until they got within 
range of the Mexicans who were retreating before 
them. But Arredondo, on finding he had thus 
succeeded in dra·wing them into the open field, sud
denly faced them, and after a short struggle com
pelled them to retreat, leaving 200 killed and 
wounded, and 400 prisoners in the hands of the 
Mexicans. Arredondo, placing himself at the head 
of a squadron of lancers, pursued the Americans, 
making many prisoners, and putting to the sword 
all who refused to surrender ; when he found 
himself abreast of the American lines, he wheeled 
suddenly to the right, presently crossed their 
trenches, and then entered San Antonio in tri
umph. Hence these outlaws, who thought again 
to arouse the sympathy of their country en masse, 
by their daring military exploits, saw their fond 
hopes completely blasted, and those who escaped the 
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disasters of an Antonio returned to their former 
avocation of piracy, &c., with increased energy; but 
before they could reach their old haunts, they 
were oYertaken by Arredondo, on the Trinity, 
where the whole of the fugitives were made pri
soners, sent to lhe interiOL· of Mexico, and dis
posed of for life in the mines. 

'Vith the entire expulsion of the Americans 
from the province of Texas, the first revolution on 
the frontiers of l\Iexico was quelled, and Arre
dondo returned to the capita}, ''here he received 
the hearty thanks and warm congratulations of his 
fellow-citizens; but the Americans, finding that 
the u strong arm·· had gained them nothing, soon 
tried how far lltratagem would enable them to 
possess themseh·es of a country which had so long 
attracted their "acquisitiYe" rapacity; the a peel of 
affairs, howe' er, at this moment did not appear quite 
so favourable for another "strong arm" attempt. 
l\lorelos, who had at this time been defeated by the 
royalists, held out no hopes to the Americans, 
even when in the zenith of his brilliant career, and 
the royalists who were now driving l\Iorelos into 
the north states of l\Iexico, by their contiguity 
could at once check any attempt that might be 
made in Texas by the Americans, and thus these 
lawless insmrectionists were kept down until the 
death of :\Iorelos, who was arrested at the village 
of Tesmeluca., on the 5th of November, 1815, and 
executed at San Christoval, on the 29th of December 
in the sanw year. 
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SooN after the fall of Morelos, and complete de
struction of his followers, the aspect of the internal 
affairs of Mexico became more tranquil, and would 
doubtless have remained so for some years, ltad 
the Mexicans kept their Anglo-American neigh
bours at a respectful distance ; but tranquillity 
was no sooner restored than a host of land specula
tors and wild adventurers from the United tatcs, 
entered the country in all directions; the former 
intrigued in the capital, while the latter, by mixing 
themselves up in petty brawls in the provinces, 
soon gained the confidence of the leaders of the 
factions, whose cause they espoused. 

As each demagogue appeared on the stage, he 
was put in possession by these American agents of 
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some scheme for the aggrandisement of either 
himself or his party, or the total subversion of the 
then existing slate of things. In their projects, 
the probability of the great honour that would re
dound, and the unlimited patronage and emolument 
that would eventually accrue, to the leader of a 
brilliant entcrpri ·e, wa duly set forth. 

uch schemes were \\ idely and speedily dissemi
nated through the northern pro\·inces ; and not
withstanding that each particular plan wa meant 
to aggrandise difl'crent individuals and parties, yet 
they all seemed to unite in infusing into the public 
mind a fresh spirit of anarchy and discontent. 

1 20. While all thi · was going forward in the 
provinces remote from the capital, General Austin, • 

• Mrs. 1J oil<'), in speaking of her hrothcr, Ocncrnl Ausun, says, 

"This gcntllonHm wns n native of Durham county, in tl1c tntc 

of Connecticut, and pn·sents nn eminent specimen of the enter

prising charnctt·r of the New England people. At n n•ry early 

ngc, impdled by n thirst for knowll·dgl', nod mnbitious to mnke 

n !ipl'l'dy fortum•, lw lt•ft his nnlhc stnlc at the age of twenty,und 

was mnrriccl to ~!iss )larin Brown in Philuddphin. Shortly nfter, 

in pnrtnl'l'ship '' ith hi~ brother, tcpl1en AustiJ}, he purchn~ed 
the lead mint•., cnlll·d Chc:.sl'l's :'!line, on the 'cw Rin•r, " •) the 

county, \'irginin, to which he removed, and cstabli~hcd n rl'j.,"Uiar 

system of minin~ nod smelting, together with the manufacture 

of shot, Rlwet lead, &c. :'!liners ami mechanics to prosecute this 

busincas were introduced from Englnnd, for at thnt time manufac

tures of this kind were in their infancy in the United Stntes. 

"Owing to causes beyond his control, this entcr11rise failed of 

success. Having rccch ed flattering accounts of the lend mines 
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the real ((prince of hypocrites;' appearetl in the 
city of Mexico, at the head of the Anglo-American 
land jobbers, ·with his notable petition, praying lo be 
allowed to introduce a certain number of colonists, 
from the United States into the province of T exa . 

De Onis, the Spanish Minister at ' Vashington, 
took charge of Austin's petition, and lost no time 
in forwarding it to the Spanish viceroy, who referred 
the whole business to the royal aud ience of the 
eastern internal provinces, then sitting at .Monterey. 

The audience received the petition with becoming 
courtesy, and after mature consideration, granted 
Austin's petition; and on the 17th of J anuary, 

in Upper Louisiana, now )lissouri, he resolved to \is it that dis

tant and unknown country. Accordingly, hnvin~ procured the 

necessary passports from the Spanish minister, he visitl'd Upper 

Louisiana in 1/99, and procured a grant from the gm·cmor

general, Baron de Carondelet, for one league of land, inclutlinf.{ 

the Mine-a-Burton, now called Poto~i, forty mile~ west of St. 

Genevieve, where still stands Durham Hall, the nncicnt sent of 

hospitality in the wilderness. 
"After closing all his affairs in the United State:.,'' continues 

the same author, "he remo\'ed his family, with a numhcr of 

others from Wythe county, by a new and almost unknown 

route, down the K.inpnna river, to his new grant in 1700, nnd 

laid the foundation of what is now called W Mhingt~n county, in 

Missouri. The early settlers of this county will bear ample 

testimony to his enterprise, public spirit, and honourabll' cha

racter. The exercise of the generous qualities brought on 

another reverse of fortune, and compelled him to turn with un

abated ardour, in the decline of life, to n new and hazardous 
enterprise in the wilderness of Texas." 
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1 21, the nece sary authority was given him, to 
introduce three hundred families into Texas, 
under such conditions as the fundamental laws of • 
.Mexico peremptorily required, and which Austin 
bound himself to respect, deeming them by no 
means arbitrary at this period. 

Having accomplished his object so far, Austin 
returned to the nited States, where he died, lea\'
ing his son, Mr. Moses Austin, to complete the crea
tion of a new world. "'hile the Anglo-Americans 
were thus engaged in securing a footing in the 
eastern part of 1\Iexico, pmty spirit had risen gra
dually to an alarming degree in the interior of the 
country. .Murmurs from the remotest districts \\ere 
echoed in the capital. The Spanish viceroy found 
himself deserted by many of the first crcoles in 
Mexico, while none seemed anxious to supply their 
place. These symptoms, however, did not make 
any visible impression on the mind of Apodoca, who 
was then the viceroy. I Ie flattered himself that he 
could at all times call to his assistance the priest
hood, whose influence had been restored by his 
predecessor V encgas, and "hich he deemed suffici
ent of itself to sustain his authority as the panish 
viceroy. II e called to mind the tranquillity that 
fo11owed, and reigned, in his own imagination only, 
after the death of Morelos ; and in his weakness 
and inactivity he shrunk from making examples of 
the disturbers of the public peace, while he neglected 
to inquire into the character of the new and general 
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complaint, or the nature and extent of the ngency 

employed to irritate the public mind. 
The introduction of the panish constitution 

helped to increase the discontent of the people of 
l\Iexico at this epoch, who only wanted a leader 
in whom they could confide, to relieve them of the 

Spanish yoke altogether. 
Augustine Iturbide, a creole, and a general of 

great experience, at once saw that the introduction 
of the Spanish constitution into Mexico, prepared 
as it was under the eye of Europe to mystify and 
baffle the intrigues of two powerful parties in Old 
Spain, had brought New Spain into a most singular 
and critical position, unanimously disposed as the 
latter then was to shake off the yoke of the mother 
country. The emergencies of the latter were of 
a different nature, which the constitution was 
totally inadequate, or, in fact, was never meant, to 
obviate, while by bestowing an elective franchise 
upon her colonial subjects, it gave a power which 
was exercised only as the medium of expressing the 
true sentiments of the nation on the great question 
of independence. 

Iturbide, who had for four years kept a vigilant 
eye on all that was going forward in 1\lcxico, lost 
no time in preparing his plans, founded on his own 
practical experience, and, being then in command 
of a body of troops, openly declared the inde
pendence of Mexico. 

The first success that attended lturbide was the 
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sctzure of a conducta, with 1,000,000 dollars, en 
,·oute to Iguala, "here he subsequently established 
his head-quarters, and published a plan of constitu
tional government, generally known as the cc Plan 
of lguala." After the promulgation of this plan, 
lturbide "as hailed throughout :Mexico as a true 
patriot, and was looked up to as the deliverer of 
his country, to whose standard the people flew with 
one voice and unparalleled eagerness. 

The .. Plan of Iguala," considering the peculiar 
situation of Mexico at the period of its promulga
tion, i certainly one of the ablest state documents 
that ever fell from the pen of a statesman. It 
brought about a great moral revolution throughout 
a country filled with conflicting interests, without 
bloodshed. It consolidated the various views and 
interests of the innumerable factions into which 
the nation had fallen, as it at once removed the 
cause, and securing the great and first object of 
all, viz., the independence of Mexico, which it sub
stantially guaranteed, as follows:-

PLAN OF IGUALA. 

ARTICLE. 1. The ~lcxicun nation is indcpt•ndrnt of U1c pnnish 

nation, and of every other, even on its 011 n continrnl. 

ART. 2. Its rrligion shall be the Catholic, which all its inhn
bit.an ts profess. 

ART. 3. Tlwy shnll nll be united, without tUIY distinction be
tween Americans nnd Europeans. 

ART. 4. The government shu11 ben conslitulionnl monarchy. 
ART. 5. A junta shall be named, consisting of individuals who 

D 
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enjoy the highest reputation in the dllferent parties which have 

shown themselves. 
ART. 6. This junta shall be under the presidency of his Ex-

cellency the Conde del Venadito, the present Yiecroy of 

Mexico. 
ART. 7. It shall go,·eru in the name of the nation, according 

to the laws now in force; and its principal busine. s will be to 

convoke, according to such rules as it shall deem expedient, n 

congress, for the formation of a constitution more suitable to the 

country. 
ART. 8. His Majesty Ferdinand YII. shall be im·ited to the 

throne of the empire; and, in case of hls refusal, the I nfantes 

Don Carlos and Don Franci'co de Paula. 
ART. 9. Should his 1Iajesty Ferdinand VII., and his nugu~t 

brothers, decline the invitation, the nation is at liberty lu invile 

to the imperial throne any member of reigning families whom it 

may select. 
ART. 10. The formation of the constitution by the congres~, 

and the oath of the emperor to observe it, must precede his entry 

into the country. 
ART. 11. The distinction of castes is abolished, which was 

made by the Spanish laws, excluding them from the rights of 

citizenship. All the inhabitants of the country arc citizens nnd 

equal, and the door of advancement is open to virtue and 

merit. 
ART. 12. An army shall be formed for the purpose of 

religion, independence, nnd union, guaranteeing these three prin

ciples, and therefore it shall be called the army of the three 

guarantees. 

ART. 13. It shall solemnly swear to defend the fundamental 

basis of this plan. 

ART. 14. It shall strictly observe the military ordinances now 

in force. 

AaT. 15. There shall be no other promotions than those which 

are due to seniority, or which shall be necessary for the good of 
the service. 
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\ nT. IG. Thill army hall be t:on,idered as of the linr. 

ART. !i. Till' old poni ans of independence \lho shall imme

dintcl) ndlwrc to this plan, ~hall be considered os indi\"iduals of 
this nnny. 

A nT. 18. T ho patriots and peasants who shall adhere to it 
l1rrrafhr :~hnll be considered as provincial militia-men. 

A aT. 19 . The st•rulnr and regular priests shall be continued in 

the state in '' hicb they UO\\ nrc. 

AaT. 20. All the public functi~narie~, civil, ecele~iasticnl, poli

tical, and military,'' ho adhere to the cause of independence, shall 

be continued in thl'ir offices without any distinction between 

Amrricnns and European~. 

AnT. 21. Tho e functionaric , of whatc,cr degree and condi

tion, \~ho <li cnt from tim cause of indcpcndcncc, shall be divested 

of thrir ofliccs, and ha.ll quit the territory of the empire, taking 

with them their families and their effects. 

AnT. 22. The milit:try commandant;; shnll regulate themselves 

nccording to the gcnl·ml in~lnlctions, in conformity with this plan, 

"hich shall bt• transmitted to them. 

A nT. 23. No accused person shall be condemned C.'lpitnlly by 

the military commandants. Those accused of treason ngainstlhe 

notion, which ill the nrxt greatest crime to lhat of trenson against 

the Divine Ruler, shall be conveyed to the fortress of Dnrrnsbas, 

where they ~hnll remain until congress shall rrsohc on lhe punish

ment which ought to be inflicted on them. 

A nT. 2·1. It being indbpcnsablc to the country U1nt this plan 
should be carried into effect, inasmuch as the welfare of the 

country is its object, every incli ,•idunl of the army shall maintain 

it, to the shed<ling (i f it be necessary) of the last drop of his 

blood. 

T own of l oUA LA, Feb. 24, 182 1. 

From the date of Iturbide's plan, Mexico must be 
considered as an _independent nation, as the panish 
troops never after that day dared to take the field 

o 2 
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auainst the people, and the resident paninrds 
s:emed to give up all thoughts of resistance; while 
the commander-in-chief of the troops newly arrived 
from Spain deemed it expedient to accept the 
terms proposed to him by lturbide, to save the 

effusion of blood. 
Having thus set the paniards at defiance, Itur-

bide entered the capital on the 27th of eptember, 
1821, without bloodshed, and immediately issued a 
proclamation establishing a provisional junta in the 

capital. 
The first act of this junta was to appoint a re

gency of five members, with Iturbide as president. 
This act gave offence to Generals Yictoria and 
Bravo, who with several others were ordered to 
quit the country by Iturbide. The junta next 
prepared a plan for assembling a national congress ; 
and after seeing its realization in the capital, on 
the 24th of February, 1822, it dissolved itself. 

Previous to the dissolution of the provisional 
junta and the assembling of the congress, the 
foundation stone of the short-lived Mexican mo
narchy was laid by the wonderful Iturbide. lie 
was now at the head of the regency, and by the 
wise disposition of his patronage he drew round 
him those whom he knew to be devoted to his 
person. But unfortunately for him, and the na
tion too, his train was soon filled with the mean, 
the weak, and the wicked. Fawned on by the 
mean, unopposed by the weak, and prompted by 
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the wicked, to seize upon the first opportunity of 
securing lo himself a throne, of which they were to 
form the gaudy pillars; Iturbide, although a man 
of the trongest mind, was not proof against double
tongued flattery and admiration; and being a re
gent, invested '' ith the upreme, but not the sole 
command of the nation, he did not, or rather could 
not think it his place, to suspect those, who only a 

few days before held higher offices in the state than 
him ·elf. 

They represented to him, that he was to con ider 
him elf as elected to the Regency by the unani
mous 'oice of the people: therefore, it only re
mained for him to declare himself Emperor of 
i\Je'\ico. And thu ·, while he was led on within the 
walls of his palace, he found himself so completely 

compromised by his crafty partisans without, that 
he was obliged to declare his intention of appear
ing before the people as their emperor; which was 
no sooner whispered in the capital, than the popu
lace collected round the palace, and with many 
hearty ((hurrahs" approved the past conduct and 
future intentions of lturbide. While this was 

going forward in the capital, many counter in
trigues among the panish residents and the old 
insurgents took place. The former were divided 
into Constitutionalist , Bourbonists, and I mpe
rialists; and such of the first who were in the 
northern provinces unanimously declared in fa
\'Our of republicanism, and only wanted n man to 
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lead them in arms upon the capital, to enforce 
its establishment. Iturbide, who had allowed the 

national congress to meet on the day appointed, 
(24th of February, 1822,) without discovering his 
intentions, thus taking time to see how parties stood 
in the national assembly, soon found it to be tlivided 
into innumerable factions of about equal numbers. 
He therefore resolved to wait no longer. Accord
ingly, on the 18th of May, 1822, he publicly declared 
his intention of placing himself on the throne, and 
on the same day he was proclaimed Emperor of 
Mexico, under the title of Augustine I. ; and as such 
he appeared before the congress on the following 
day, and was received, when the emperor imme
diately issued a decree confirming the authority of 
congress; and the assembly continued in session 
until the 30th of October, when republican pal'ti
sanship became so manifest in the national assem
bly, that Iturbide issued an order for its immediate 
dissolution; and the bearer of the order, (General 
Cortazar) which was read to the congress, was 
desired to clear the house, and convey the key to 
the palace, which was accordingly done. 

The sudden dissolution of the national assembly 
was eagerly seized by the republicans as a sufficient 
pretext for taking up arms against the emperor, 
which they did in the month of December, I 22, 
under General Santa Anna, military commandant 
of Vera Cruz. 

Santa Anna, a young, brave, and ambitious 
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officer, published an address to the Mexican nation, 
in which he accused the emperor of usurping and 
trampling on the rights of the people, and finally of 
gross perJury. 

The promulgation of this address no sooner 
reached the capital, than I turbide entrusted the 
government of the country to the junta of forty
five members, whom he had appointed on the 31st 
of October, and proposed leading the imperialist 
troops in person again t the insurgents; but he 
was subsequently dissuaded from placing himself 
in such a perilous situation, and the command of 
the troops de tined to oppose anta Anna, (in 
favour of whose republican views the garrison of 
Vera Cruz, and many of the northern proYinces 
had decided) was consigned to General Echavari, 
a paniard of moderate principles, and warmly at
tached to lturbidc's person. 

The present distressed state of Mexico must be 
ostensibly attributed to the premature dissolution 
of the national assembly by Iturbidc. This step, 
although dictated by the soundest policy as regards 
the maintenance of his throne, proved however no 
less a national calamity. First, it showed that ltur
bide was the author of his own aggrandisement, and 
that he was not only ambitious, but impatient of 
legitimate restraint, and jealous of the rights of the 
representatives of the nation, which caused the most 
intense anxiety and excitement throughout the 
country. Tl gave to those who lost their seats in 
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the national assembly, a new cause of complaint, 
and so laid the foundation of fresh disturbances ; 
for many who were elected, during the general 
confusion into which the country was thrown, 
so soon after the struggle for independence, saw a 
prospect of their places in congress being filled by 
others, who possessed more local influence; while 
the latter had their most sanguine hopes blasted by 
the re-establishment of the imperial junta; and thus 
all parties were anxious for a total change in the 

form of government. 
Texas, although in her earliest infancy as a 

colony at this time, had political scouts and in
triguers in the capital, who kept a vibrilant eye on 
passing events, while they were treated with great 
courtesy by the imperial government, whose a\'OW
ed enemies they were known to be, even by the 
emperor, against whom they soon found means 
to enter into combination with the ew York 
Masonic Society, established at Vera Cruz, which 
began to insinuate itself into the public affairs of 
Mexico about this period. 

In November the entire country was in a state 
of open rebellion. Guadalupe Victoria returned 
from his hiding-place, and hastened to join anta 
Anna, who immediately gave up the command of 
the republican army into his hand~. 

The Texans took a part in this struggle, under 
General Long, and marched to join the republican 
forces in the north ; but being too few in numbrr 
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to form a distinct corp , they were incorporated in 

the Mexican army, and as if to demonstrate the 
truth of their boasted superiority over their •t priest

ridden Me:\ican" comrades, they deliberately assas

sinated their general (Long), who was the president 

of the supreme council of Texas, while in the dis
charge of his military duty. 

Victoria and anta Anna having now laid the 

foundation of republicanism in Mexico, openly 

took the field about the middle of December, 

against the Imperialists, who were concentrating 
their strength under Echa\'ari, at Xalapa. 

The junta of forty-fi\e, \\ho with Iturbide at their 
head, was till sitting in the capital, being harassed 

by the importunities of the Texan agents, reluct
antly, or rather blimlly passed a national colonisa

tion law • on the 1th of January, 1823, the bene
fits of which were extended to Texas by a decree 

of the emperor's, dated the 1 th of I• ebruary fol
lowing. 

While the imperial goYernment was thus en
gaged, the republicans under Victoria and anta 
Anna, accompanied by a few Texans, were making 

rapid strides toward· Xalapa, and as rapidly were the 

IJames of this insurrection spreading throughout 

the country, which Echa\'ari no sooner perceived 

than he faithfully represented to the emperor his 

inability to check its progress, and therefore car-
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nestly recommended Iturbide to evade the im
pending danger by submitting to the voice of the 

people. 
Having thus nobly discharged his duty to the 

emperor, Echavari proceeded to negotiate with the 
leaders of the republican army, with the view of 
accommodating matters between the two great 
parties (the Imperialists and Republicans), into 
which all the petty factions had now resolved them
selves. After some little time spent in these nego
tiations, Victoria and Santa Anna entered Xalapn, 
followed by Generals Guerrero and Bravo. This 
event gave such general satisfaction lo the country, 
and was received with such universal rejoicings, 
that Iturbide at once saw the truth of Echavari's 
remarks, and the propriety of accommodating him
self to the suggestions of his prudent counsellor. 

Though it may with some truth be said lhat 
lturbide was too ambitious to be honest, yet he 
was not too arrogant to receive, nor so self-willerl as 
to refuse to act up to the suggestions of those whom 
he had called to the council of the state to aid him 
with their advice; he therefore summoned his minis
ters together, and after laying before them a correct 
view ofhis position, he stated his wish to relinquish 
his claims to the throne, which he did in a letter 
addressed to the junta, dated March 19th, 1 23. 
This letter was written in a spirited and masterly 
style, returning all the dignities, honours, and titles, 
to the troubled source from which they had been 
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so recenlly taken; and thus the gaudy pillars of 
the mighty temple of renown which Iturbide had 
designed for himself, were seen to quake and fall 
to the ground. 

The congress was astounded at the receipt of the 
emperor's abdication, and would fain have com
promised with him, so as to have prevented his 
departure from the capital; and the re-assembled 
national congress raised a question as to lturbide's 
right to abdicate the throne ; but this question 
was mooted and discussed merely to see whether 
the congre had the power to receive the em
peror's abdication or not. Their apprehensions 
were no sooner removed, and all doubts resoh·ed 
on that head, than they accepted the empe
ror's abdication, and voted him a yearly income of 
25,000 dollArs for his former services and their de
liverance from a dilemma in which they felt so 
seriously embarrassed, and with the most profound 
respect they allowed him to retire to Tulancingo, 
where he remained until the 11th of 1\fa.y, when 
Genernl Bravo was sent by the republican govem
ment to escort Iturbide to Antigua, at which place 
he embarked "ith his suite for Leghorn. 

Victoria, at the head of the republicans, entered 
the capital on the 27th of ~larch, 1823, when the 
imperial junta was unceremoniously dissolved, and 
a temporary government, by a supreme executive 
of three members, established. Generals Bravo, 
Victoria, and Negrete, were the members of this 
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executive. Amidst the universal uproar and con

fusion, Iturbide, who withdrew as quietly as pos
sible, was not thought of, until some thousands 
of proclamations and decrees appeared on the 
walls of the city, bearing signatures quite unknown 
to the majority of its inhabitants. l\lany lamented 
Iturbide's departure, while all joined in a rigid 
inquiry as to the form of government about to be 
established, which was promptly answered by the 
promulgation of a plan of a feueral republican con

stitution. 
This constitution was at first held to be perfect 

in all its parts, anu was adopted by the nation as 
such. But, contrary to the most sanguine expec

tations of its framers, it had to undergo some few 
modifications ; by some it was thought to be tainted 
with centralism, while others contended that it 
ought even to be more democratic, and yet central. 
The government, anxious to keep all parties quiet, 
diu not oppose the alterations, which were discussed 
by a constituent congress, and the bases of the con
stitution were finally approved and sworn to on the 
2nd ofFebruary, 182t 

The constitution being purely democratic and 
federal, and prepared to meet the views of the 
most fastidious factionists, was far, however, from 
being the barbingu of tranquillity. 

The supreme legislative power being assumed by 
the general congress of the nation, it proceeded, 

as a constituent hotly, to scLLic the various point~ 
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of the constitution, of\\ hich the bases were alrearly 
agreed to, and thereby to consolidate the political 
independence of l\Icxico, confirm and maintain the 
civil and religious rights of the people, and to pro
mote the welfare of the nation generally. The limits 
of the republic were declared to embrace all those 
province which, although forming part of the vice
royalty ofNew pain, had in some measure separate 
administration , such as Yucatan, the east and west 
internal proYinces, Lower and Upper California, 
with the adjacent lands in both. 

The Mexican nation was again declared for ever 
free and independent of the mother country. The 
limits of the republic were carried beyond what was 
known ns the vice-royalty of New pain, to the 
provinces of Tucatan, the internal provinces of 
East and 'Vest, Lower and Upper California, with 
the lands annexed, and adjacent lands, in both 
seas. 

The Roman Catholic Apo tolic religion was per
petuated and established for ever, as the universal 
religion of the people; and the exercise of all 
others was peremptorily prohibited within the limits 
of the republic. 

The form of government popular, representa
tive, and federal republican; and the territory of 
the republic was divided into states, to form the 
confederation, as follows:-

The state of Chiapas, Chihuahua, Coahuila, and 
Texas, Durango, Guannguato, Mexico, Mechoacan, 
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New Leon, Oaxaca, Puebla de los Angeles, Quere
taro, San Luis Potosi, Sonora and Sinaloa, T abasco, 
Tamaulipas, Vera Cruz, Xalisco, Yucatan, and Za
catecas. Upper and Lower California, Colima and 
New Mexico, were declared territories, and the cha
racter of the province of Tlaxcala was left to be de
fined by subsequent enactment. The legislative 
power was 'Vested in a general congres , consist
ing of senators and representatives elected by the 
states. The qualification of electors, and the rules 
and regulations to be observed at all elections, were 
left to the states, while the population formed the 
constitutional basis of the elective franchise of a 
state. For every 80,000 souls, two representatives ; 
for a fraction under or above 40,000, one. To be 
a representative, it was necessary to be twenty-five 
years of age, to have been a resident for at least two 
years in the state for which elecled, to possess a 
real estate worth 8000 dollars, or some occupation 
that produced 1000 dollars per annum. If not a 
Mexican by birth, in addition to this qualification, 
the military not born in the republic, but who 
established and maintained the independence of the 
country, were peremptorily required to reside eight 
years within the republic before they could be 
elected as a representative. 

The senate, which was the second branch of the 
supreme legislature, was also elective. The legis
lature of the states was allowed, individually, to 
elect two senators, who retained their seats for two 
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years, when one half retired, to be renewed by a 
fresh election. The states' legi latures were, collec
tively and individually, responsible to the supreme 
executive power and the general congress, for the 
maintenance of the constitutional rights of the 
citizC'n, for the admini tration of justice, and the 
collection of the public revenue, according to the 
strict letter of the constitution, which prohibited 
the legislature of the states from entering into alli
ances ''"ith foreign powers, or raising or collecting 
imposts, or in exacting a revenue, except such as 
should be cstabli hed under the constitution, or sanc
tioned by the general congress, which reserved to 
itself the entire control of the public revenue, and 
the supreme executi,·e; which was, however, osten
sibly vested in the president of the republic, who 
held his appointment for four years, and was not 
eligible to be re-elected until the expiration of 
four years from his retiring from the presidential 
chair. The president was allowed a vice-president 
to aid him in the di charge of the duties of his 
office ; and a council, consisting of one half of the 
senate. This body was styled the council of go
vernment, to which the president referred all cases 
of extreme difficulty or importance, such as the 
proceedings of ecclesiastical councils, pontifical 
bulls, briefs, rescript , &c. &c. 

The council of government could at any moment 
call out the militia, assemble congress, and in 
certain cases take into its own hands tho supreme 
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executive power. The president could not com
mand the army or naYy in person without the spe

cial leave of the general congress. 
The judicial power of the republic was Yested in 

one supreme circuit and district court . The su
preme court was composed of eleven members, 
elected by the general congress, and were divided 
into three halls, so as to discharge the duties of the 
supreme, and at the same time to preside over the 

circuit and district courts. 
The first only took cognizance of public or state 

affairs. The circuit court was presided over by a 
judge and state solicitors, who were appointed by 
the president, and took cognizance of all admiralty 
cases, such as mutiny, piracy, contraband, cases of 
consuls, crimes, misdemeanors, and such civil cases 
as the government were interested in, to the amount 
of 500 dollars. 

The republic '''as divided into judiciary districts, 
each of which had a presiding judge, and took cog
nizance, without appeal, of civil cases in which the 
confederation was interested, in a sum not exceeding 
500 dollars. In addition to having original jurisdic
tion, which they had in all cases in which the cir

cuit court had appellate jurisdiction, they had also 
the following general rules or laws laid down to 
them by the constitutional act. The sentence of 
infamy could not be extended beyond the criminal 
who merited it, according to law. The confiscation 
of estates was for ever prohibited, as also were judg-
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mcnts by commission and retrospective laws. o 
one could be imprisoned, unless there were reason
able grounds for suppo ing him criminal, nor de
tained in prison more than seventy hours on sus
picion. 

The goYernment of every sta.te was left to itself, 
subject merely to the constitution of the republic; 
therefore each state had its legislative body, that 
formed and published its own laws and decrees, 
without heing responsible to any other body, so 
long as uch laws "ere not repugnant to the con
stitution, or opposed to tho~e of the sovereign 
congres . lJ ence, the remotest districts of the 
country could enjoy the greatest political indul
gence, and a wide field was opened for that talent 
and energy of character which had been too long 
employed in working up the people to rebellion. 
But the l\Iexicans were not prepared to receive or 
put in motion such a ponderous mass of compli
cated state machinery. 

This con titution, however, was taken from anta 
Anna's, who left the army soon after it entered 
Xalnpa, and retired to his country seat at Vera Cruz, 
in order to be ready to step into the presidential 
chair, but was astonished to find that the constituent 
general congres had not even reserved a scat for 
him in the executive. This his proud spirit could 
not brook: he therefore hastened to the capital, 
where he found General Lobato busy in concocting 
a rebellion, which, however, was prevented by the 
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timely intervention of the British commi sion then 

sittino- in the city of l\Iexico. The object of 
b • 

this proposed outbreak was ne,·er known ; yet 
the mere whisper of its existence caused much un

easiness, and threw the republicans in the capital 
into great consternation, and the government 

dreaded an attempt to restore Iturbide, who was 
still in l\Iexico. A large military force was, there

fore, ordered into the city, and Santa Anna and 
Labato were obliged to yield to the force of lhe 
government, and the able remonstrance of the 

British commissioners. 
The plan of the constitution already uescribed, 

whilst under discussion in the congress, was at first 
hailed by the majority of the people with great joy; 
but this had scarcely subsided when it was con
sidered by some as carrying the federal system too 
far ; by others, as centralising too much power in 
the capital; and by the Iturbidists and Bourbonists 
as destructive of their respective views ami interests. 
It therefore underwent many modifications, not a 
little accelerated by revolutionary movements, oc
casionally got up in the provinces, at Guadulaxara, 
San Luis Potosi, Paxaca, Apan, &c., during the 
latter part of 1823, and first months of l 821. 
The random doings of these demagogues disgusted 
those who were endowed with more human un
derstanding. 

Echavari, commanding at Puebla, and H ernandez 
de Leon in Paxaca, indignant at these proceedings, 
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placed themselves nt the head of their respective 
troops with the design of repressing the men who 
were abusing the confidence of the people, and of 
maintaining the institutions which the public voice 
had called into existence. 

Echavnri contended that it was the duty of the 
then e.>..isting government to allay the thirst of the 
people by the "isdom of their counsels, by a be
coming steadiness of purpose, rather than promote 
the views of those re,·o}utionists, alike stranger to 
patriotil)m and good order, by a tame submission to 
their unjust demands; yet he was opposed to the 
shedding of blood. Therefore he reso1Yed to exert 
himself to accommodate matters between the go,•ern
ment and his follower-., by "hom he knew he was 
much esteemed, and whose confidence he enjoyed, 
rather than to lead them to a sanguinary conflict ; 
but this humanity of Echavari was not approved 
by many of his partisans. 

General Lobato was the first to separate himself 
from Echavari, and openly called on the govern
ment for the immediate dismissal of aU pnniards 
from oflice. In the mean time the latter had com
promised with Guerrero, who was sent to oppose 
him. Echavari's troops having followed his advice, 
Lobato was left without support in the capital, 
where he had ineffectually endeavoured by a mili
tary insurrection to intimidate the congress. 

In the month of July, 1821, lturbide, who was 
supposed to be at Leghorn, landed at Soto-la

E 2 
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l\Iarina, and marched to join his partisans. The 
military commander of the province hearing of his 

arrival, despatched some squadrons of cavalry to 
seize him, which they effected at the little village 
of Paraje de los Arroyo, a short distance in the in
terior. From this place he was immediately car
ried to the town of Padilla, and haring been 
summarily identified before a military commission, 
was shot on the 19th of this month, in execution 
of a decree of outlawry of the general congress, 
passed some time before, in apprehension of his 
making an attempt to regain the throne. 

The execution of Iturbide was prefaced by a 
most remarkable coincidence. On the day of hi 
re-appearance in Mexico, the second republican 
congress, actuated by the purest feelings of freedom 

and humanity, adhered with unbending firmness to 
the letter of their political creed, and, to their honour 
be it said, passed an act prohibiting all trade and 
traffic in African blood; and while this is admitted, 

let it never be forgotten that l\lex ico was the 
first country that dashed to the earth the galling 
chains of the cruellest bondage, which is still re
served in other republican countries for the helpless 
African, who is a stranger in every land. This 
spontaneous act of humanity was hailed with re
joicing even by those who were reduced almost lo 
beggary by the emancipation of the slaves. 

But the honest and proud Ilispano-Mexicans pre
ferred the miseries of poverty to the reproaches of 
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conscience, and were too sensitive to brook the 
sneers of their enlightened foreign relations, who 
would have styled, and with truth, all thC'ir repub
lican institution as paradoxical and absurd, so long 
as the word slavery was to be found on the title 
page of their con litution as a free people. 

The abol ition of slavery by 1\Iexico was seized 
by the British government, seeing the honour that 
would redound to that nation in after age!', as 
one of the best titles to independence, and to the 
C\tension with her of the most friendly political 
and commercial relation~. In effect, the indepen
dence of Me\.ico was formally recognised by the 
treaty of amity and commerce with England in 
l 25.• 

The Mexican ha,•ing obtained the recognition 
of their independence by England, soon found the 
means of effacing the last remains of panish power 
in l\Icxico ; and energetic measures were taken by 
the illustrious Victoria (president of the Mexican 
republic, ancl champion of abolition,) to improve 
the condition of the internal provinces of the 
republic, and with this view a national colonisation 
lawt was passed by the Iexican Congres , March 
2·1, 1 25. 

l\Iany Americans from the United latcs availed 
themselves of this law to settle in Texa . llrl'Cl in a 
country which is the hot-bed of slavery, ~md where 

Sl'c Letter to Yi~counl Pnlmcrston in A ppcndix. 

I St•t• Appendix. 
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they were taught to lire by the sweat from the 
brow of their fellow-creatures, rather than apply 
themselves to any industrious pursuit to get their 
daily bread, they (the Anglo-Americans) were 
not above having recourse to base stratagem to 
perpetuate the horrors of slavery, and so pollute 
the institutions of a free people by their presence. 
During the period that elapsed belween the passing 
of the act by congress, and the promulgation of the 
decree by the president for the abolition of slavery, 
the Anglo-Americans previously settled in Texas, 

h~d time to get their slaves bound to them as 
apprentices for the term of ninety-nine years, which 
they did, and thus the law was evaded by all new 
comers. The news of the abolition of sla-rery by 

Mexico soon spread far and ''ide over the nited 
States of America. By the northern states of the 
Union it was well received, while the slave-holding 
states of the south viewed it with serious appre
hension, and agents were immediately sent from 
New Orleans to Mexico to revolutionise the country, 
and thus produce bloodshed and fresh scenes of 
horror, which were to be ath·ibuted to the emanci
pation of the slaves. 

These agents, amounting to three or four hun
dred, with 1\Ir. Poinsett, • the representative of the 

United States, at their head, formed themselves 
into a society of a masonic order, and as such they 

Him~cH a \'1r;nnian sln1 1'-holcltJ. 
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commenced their work by attacking in a violent 
manner, through the press, the Escocercs, or 

cotch lodge of masons, in which, however, be it 
known, there nc\'er was any British subject. The 
Escoceres \\ere opposed to slavery, and unremitting 
in their exertions to get the decree for its abolition 
promulgated, in \\ hich they no sooner succeeded 
than they abandoned the field to their opponents of 
the Nm\ \ ork lodges, of which se,·eral North 
Ame1 ican, and omc French and Italian adrenturers 
were ,·cry active members. 

From the fall of an Antonio in 1813, Texas 
remained but lillie disturbed until the spring of 1827, 
when an attempt was made by a handful of des
perate characters from the United tates, to esta
blish Texas as an independent republic, under the 
name of Fredonia. But the Anglo-.\merican colo
nists" ho enlercu Texas with Austin, and who were 
at this period most busily employed in cultivating 
their newly-acquired domains, refused to engage in 
this rebellious scheme, and, failing to gain the co
operation of the nati,·e Indians, the Fredonian 
government was soQn dissolved, and the rebels 
killed or dispersed by the Mexicans. 

The principal objection of the Fredonians to the 
Mexican govemment, says l\Irs. Holley, was, that 
u it prohibited slavery within its territory." And in
deed she might have added, that il was the only real 
objection the Texans could by any possibility bring 
at any subsNJUcnt period against the government of 
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l\Iexico to justify their conduct towards the 1\Iexi

cans, who ""ere in truth their generous benefactors. 
Althouah the Fredonian scheme failed, yet it sug-o 
gested to others the idea of attempting similar un-
dertakings, and from this period the Anglo- American 
colonists, who amounted to about ,000 souls, 
seized every opportunity of opposing the federal 
government of 1\Iexico, by "hom they were at all 
times treated with the most profound con.ideration, 
and to whom, as I hm·e before stated, the T exans 
owed an indubitable debt of gratitude. However, 
their opposition to the federal goyernment at la t 
became so intolerable, that the Mexican authoritie 
sent a large body of troops into T exas, and thus 
order would in a11 probability have been maintained 
hut for the revolution which was then raging in 
l\£exico. 

GueiTero, in the spring of 1829, was elected 
president, in consequence of the revolution in the 
capital of the previous December having obliged the 
congress to declare the election of his rival Pedraza, 
to be null and void. Anastasio Bustamante was 
at the same time elected vice-president, and Santa 
Anna at last reached the favour of government, 
by being appointed minister of war. This go
vernment had not been long installed before it 
received information of the arrival of an expedition 
from the Island of Cuba, consisting of '1,000 roy
alist troops, sent by Spain to reconquer the republic 
of Mexico. 
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On the 2Vth of July the Spanish troops landed 
near Tampico, without loss of time, where their 
general, Ban-nbas, establi heel his head-quarters. 

anta Anna was immediately appointed com
mander-in-chief of the 1\Iexican army, and sailed 
from Vera ruz at the head of J ,000 men, to 
attack the paniards, whom he compelled to 
surrender as pri. oncr of war on the 1Oth of 

eptember, le s than t" o months after they landed. 
The pani ·h government was induced to make 
this vain attempt to reconquer 1\Iexico, by the 
mi representations of the pro-slavery Anglo-.\meri
cans, and their partisans the panish authorities at 
Cuba. This event, like the Fredonian affair, gave 
rise to fresh troubles in Mexico, by causing a 
dirersion in favour of the ambitious views of the 
newly-elected pre ident, Guerrero, who scarcely 
waited to see anta Anna's luck turned before he 
began to arrogate to himself the sole dictatorship 
of the republic, and by the gro sest intimidation he 
subsequently succeeded in getting the congress 
publicly to inrest him with all the powers of a dic
tator. The functions of this office he was, how
ever, soon after applied to by Bustamante, the 
vice-president, to relinquish. This, Guerrero re
fused in the most unqualified terms ; Bu tamante, 
therefore, who viewed Guerrero's abuse of the 
executive power with indignation, placed himself at 
the head of a Slllttll body oftroop , and marched into 
the capital, \\ hrrC' he was joinctl by n suflicil·nt 
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force to compel the dictator to fly from the presi
dential chair, which Bustamante soon after occu

pied in accordance with the general congress. 
Amidst the horrors which in December, 1 2 , 

had filled the capital, reports reached l\Iexico 
from the heads of departments in Texas, stating 
that the colonists were constantly commi tt ing acts 
of open rebellion, whilst individual complaints from 

colonists were also recei\'ed by the govemment 
from Texas, complaining of the depredations of 
the Indians, and that the country was filled with 
troops who were also employed in the commis-
ion of outrages, while others cried aloud for mili

tary succour. Amidst these conflicting statements 
the federal government was for a long time at a 
loss to know what course to pursue. The presence 
of a military force was obviously called for by the 
reports of the heads of departments, and to ha\'C 
withdrawn it on the suggestion of the colonists \\ ho 
complained of the depredations of the India ns, 
would at once have endangered both the l ives and 
property of the settlers; therefore the government, 
after spending much time in mature consideration 

as to the best means of removing the evils com
plained of on both sides, passed a colonisation law 
in 1830, repealing all laws then in existence 
which prohibited foreigners from settling on the 
Mexican territory, with the view of increasing the 
population, so that numbers might protect them 
against the Indians, and thus render the con tinu-



C~.I'I,LSIO~ Or Till: STATE LEGISLATUIU.:. 59 

ancc of a large military force in Texas useless. 
But a clause in that law prohibited citizens of 
foreign countries lying adjacent to the l\Iexican 
territory from settling as colonists in the states or 
territories adjoining such countries, (that is, the 
United tales to the north, and Guatemala and 
British Honduras to the south,) and suspended 
contracts, not executed, opposed to the tenor 
of that prohibition. This law, howe,·er, \\as no 
sooner passed, than the • \nglo-.\ mericans from 
the southern states (slaYe-holdcrs) flocked into 
Texas, which, instead of frightening the Indians, 
swcllecl their jealousy to such an extent that 
they became openly hostile to the settlers; and 
the influx of sltwc-holders helped naturally lo neu
tralise the power of the 1\Icxican go\'ernment, by 
giving confidence to those "ho had alreatly arrayed 
them ch es against the l\lexican government, both 
in and out of the stale lcgi lalure of Texa ~, which 
was self-constituted, in Yiolation o!' the colonisa
tion contracts and ~Iexican laws, unt il they excited 
the government, by playing with its constitu
tional prcrogati,·e to such a degree that it ex
pelled lhe ~talc legislature, which was done by 
force, and the most refractory of its members 
arrested and committed to prison for high treason 
against the fcdernl republican govC'rnment of 
-:\Iexico. 

Abonllhis timC' , (Srptember,) l\Icxico was again 
:-. hahn to her t:t'lllrl' h) l'C'\'oluliotw r~· lllO \ enwnts. 
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Guerrero, immediately after he had abdicated the 
presidency, formed a government in opposition 

to Bustamante ; he also drew up a new consti
tution, got it sworn to by his followers, and there

fore deemed it binding on the nation. But in 

February, 1831, Guerrero was taken prisoner, (after 

much bloodshed,) tried, and shot as a traitor. T hus 
tranquilli ty was restored to the capital and in all 

the Mexican prm'inces except Texas, where the go

Yernment and SO\'ereign congress found it absolutely 

necessary to continue to exercise the compulsory 

powers vested in them by the stale and federal 

constitution, in order to re-establish the peace of the 

province. Accordingly, the state legislature, which 

had been hastily dissol\'ed by force, was now dis

solved by proclamation, and an ayuntamiento was 

established at Liberty, a small town on the Trinity 

river, in eastern Texas; and the setllers who 

were anxious to see peace restored, succeeded in 
returning Don Francisco l\Iadero to preside over 

the ayuntamiento, which was to inquire into the 
state of the province of Texas and to report to 

government, fo that congress might legislate m 

a way best suited to meet the emergency of 
the case. 

The ayuntamiento was quickly beset by indivi

duals and petitions, praying to be put in possession 

of the lands to which they were entitled under the 
colonisation laws ; and complaining of the gross 

indolence and frauds practised by the oflicrrs ap-
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pointed by the state of Coahuila and Texas to 
preside over the land officers. 

Madero therefore brought this subject under the 
consideration of the ayuntamiento, who soon 
discovered a conspiracy, in which every man con
nected with the lund office was concerned, to 
defraud the government, and to reduce the newly
arrived coloni ts to beggary, and so to make them 
the enemies of the go\'ernment, who had not only 
made a liberal pro,•ision for them, but had also given 
them a political existence, which was not tainted 
with the u accursed ystem of sla,·ery." Yet the 
conspiracy existed, and the strong arm of justice 
was necessarily raised against it, and soon put the 
conspirators to flight. The ayuntamiento having 
lent itself in some measure lo forward the views 
of the ungrateful agitators, was immediately di -
solved by an order of the military comm:mdanl, 
General .Mier y Teran, at Anahuac, where a lanu 
office was opened for the purpose of giving the 
settlers the necessary license to enable them to 
locate thcmseh·es on their lands, as the colonisa
tion law directed, which was promptly done under 
the eye of the military commandant. These 
measures gave general satisfaction to those who 
were really anxious to settle themselves peace
ably on the bounty of the l\Iexican nation, while 
it had a direct tendency to destroy the influence of 
those who had no object in view but to revolution
ise the country. 
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Those who held commissions from the state of 

Coahuila and Texas lent their a sistancc to the 
disaffected; and none were more conspicuous in this 
way than Don Francisco l\Iadero, and Jose Maria 
Carbajal, a surveyor; both of whom were arrested 
by General Teran, at Liberty, and sent to Anahuac, 
where they were imprisoned. Every settler who 
had arrived in the country Juring the reign of dis
order was now put in possession of his grant of 
land, and the well-disposed proceeded accordingly ; 
but the revolutionists, who receirecl their grants 
merely as a blind, still kept lurking about the 
towns of Liberty and Anahuac in idleness. 

In June, 1831, the number of these idlers, who 

were destined to fight against the l\1exicans, was 
found to haYe increased, imperceptibly, from fifty or 
sixty, to upwards of two hundred; which was no 

sooner ascertained b): General T eran, than he sent a 
reinforcement to Colonel Bradburn, the command

ant at Anahuac, with orders to arrest the leaders of 
these lawless intruders as vagrants, which was ac
cordingly done. Their associates still remained, 
under various disguises, in the country, waiting for 
the signal of rebellion, which was soon afterwards 
given by their countrymen and political scouts, at 
Vera Cruz, where the standard of confusion was 
again raised by Santa Anna, who now espoused the 
cause of Pedraza, whose place as president was 
unconstitutionally .filled by Bustamante. 

Santa Anna at this time believed the democratic 
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federal constitution of 1821 to be the only form of 
govemment suited to work out the salvation of his 
country ; and he attributed all the evils which had 
befallen 1\Iexico since its introduction) to the abuse 
of the executive power by those who were elected 
to exercise it. anta AnnaJ therefore) did not hesi
tate to take up arms in favour of PedrazaJ who was 
one of the victims of misrule. On the 2nd of J anu
ary, 1 32, he openly declared in favour of Pe
drnzaJ at Vera Cruz, in opposition to Bustamante; 
and called on Coahuila and TexasJ with the rest of 
the states, to support him. 

To thi · call the Anglo-American colonists re
sponded by hesieging the different Mexican garri
son in Te:\.nsJ and cutting off all communication 
between them and the commander-in-chief of the 
provinces. The number of the colonists was in
creased daily by the influx of Anglo-Americans) who 
entered the country as settlers, though they were 
regularly enlisted, in the United States, in the mili
tary service of Texas. By the introduction of 
troops in this way, the revolutionists soon found 
thcmsch·es strong enough to attack the Mexicans ; 
"hich they did, and defeated them. Fort Y cia co 
was first besieged and captured; and Nngodochcs 
was subsequently attacked and cmricd. General 
Teran, the 1\Icxican commandant) destroyed him elfJ 
owing to political feelings, strongly excited ; and 
the Mexican army having fallen into the greatest 
tl isorderJ the rebellious colonists fled to their homesJ 
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dreading the severe chastisement they deserred, 
and which speedily followed, but not from the 

quarter whence it was expected. 
T he Indians, who refused to join either party, 

kept a vigilant eye on their mo,•ements, and no 
sooner detected the absence of the military force, 
which was sent into the country in the first in
stance to check them, than they fell upon the 
colonists, whose strength was completely paralyzed 
by the cholera, then raging with most dcstructi,·e 
virulence throughout Texa , from the beginning of 
the summer to the close of the winter of l 32. At 

this distressing epoch, the peaceably-disposed colo
nists, who were styled the «peace party," appeared 

before the 1\le::\.ican congress, with a pelilion setting 
forth the true state of Texas, and praying the 
government to defend them from lhe I ndians, and 
to take such steps as would also protect their lives 
and property from the lawless in truders and 
strangers who were scattered over the whole face 
of the country. 

Bustamante having in December abandoned the 
presidency to Pedraza, the latter received the 
petition with the most generous courtesy, and at 
once granted the protection sought for by the colo
nists at the hands of the government; but the 
introduction of troops into T exas, which had been 
called for, tended to inflame the revolutionary spirit 
that had crept into the country, and had remained 
passive only until the leaders of the war party found 



PETITION OF THE GENERAL CONVENTION. 65 

that the military force was not sent to punish the 
rebellious, as they deserved, but, if possible, to 
restore peace without bloodshed. 

In the spring of 1833, the war party, nothing 
daunted by the presence of a military force, re
newed their labours under a new mask, and in a 
much milder tone. Having previously laid down 
their plans, and organised themselves so as to carry 
them into execution, they assumed the title of a 
" General Convention," and proceeded to caB a 
meeting of its self-elected members at San Felipe 
de Austin, a small town on the Brazos river. The 
first act of the convention was, to prepare a peti
tion, which was subsequently despatched and pre
sented to the general congress by Colonel Austin, 
setting forth the many disadvantages Texas laboured 
under from being annexed to the state of Coahuila, 
with a plan of a new form of go\'ernment for Texas, 
which the petitioners prayed to have established. 
The petition then went on to state,-

" Thnt Conhuiln nnd Texns were totally dissimilar in soil, cli
mate nnd productions. 

" Thnt the rcprescnwtivcs of the former were so much more 

numerous thnn the lnller, thot nil legislation for the benefi t of 

Texas could only he tile effect of a generous courtesy. 
" Tbnt laws happily adopted to the one would, on account of 

the grcnt dissimilarity in their interests, be ruinous to the other. 

" Thnt Texas wus in continual danger from the ng~rrcssion of 

the 1 ndinn tribes, without nny efficient government to protect her 
in such cn.,t:s. 

" Thnt the prrsent h•gislntion hns been calculated to exasperate 

F 
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the Indian tribes, by withholding their rights ;• whereas by doing 

them JUSTICE, t:aluable au.riliariu migM be gained, instead of 

deadly enemies; which would be the policy of Texas. 

" That Tex!lS possessed the neccs ary clements (a population 

of 80,000 souls) for a state government; and that, fo r her altaclt

ment to the Federal Constitution of 18~ l and to the R epublic, the 

petitioners pledged their lires and honours." 

The receipt of this petition filled the l\Iexican 
government with suspicion. In the first and last 
paragraphs they found two glaring falsehoods, the 
first backed by a frivolous complaint, and the se
cond by gross duplicity. The lint falsehood is, 
u that the climate, soil, and products of Coahuila 
were totally different" from those of Texas, whereas 
it is well known that the latter is divided from 
Coahuila by the Nueces river only, which is sonar
row that it scarcely deserves to be called a river. 
In the second place, they complained of the laws 
passed by the state legislature of Coahuila and 
Texas, as being merely cr the effect of a generous 
courtesy." Thirdly, the policy of the Texans 
towards the Indians will be seen hereafter. 

Lastly,-the petitions falsely asserted, cr that 
Texas possessed the necessary elements for a state 
government," by which the Texans meant that she 
possessed a population of 80,000 souls; while it 
was a well known fact, that there was not more 

• Meaning those secured to the Indians by the Colonization 

Laws. I am here availing myself of Mrs. H olley's condensed no
tice of the Petition of the General Convention. 
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than one-tenth of that number in the province ; 
therefore, as u a population of at least 80,000" was 
the necessary qualification required by the federal 
constitution of 1821, for the Iexican provinces 
before they could become separate states, the prayer 
of the petition of the general convention was re
fused by the general congress ofi\Iexico, whereupon 
the representative of the convention, Colonel Aus
tin, wrol<t from the city of Mexico to his partisans 
in the ayuntamiento of an Antonio, recommending 
the Anglo-American colonists in Texas to organise 
Texas into a state de facto. 

This letter of Col. Austin's fell into the hands of 
the l\Icxican authorities; and Austin was arrested 
and impri oned-not for the mere act of presenting 
the petition of the general convention of Texas to 
the l\Iexican Congress, as the Texans falsely a sert, 
but for an act of rebellion against the Republic of 
Mexico ; for the attachment to which the petitioners' 
lives and honour were pledged. Having now ar
rived at the close of the history of the federal 
constitution of Mexico, it will be necessary for the 
reader to bear in mind the conduct of the Anglo
American settlers towards their generous benefac
tors the Mexicans, during the reign of federalism, 
in order that he may be able to take a correct 
view of the conduct of the colonists, at different 
periods subsequent to its abolition, and the es
tablishment of centralism, which will form the 
subject matter of the followi ng chapter. 

F 2 



CHAPTER III. 

Santa Anna, President-Measures of Clemency-Texan Land 
Jobbing-Austin's Advice to the Colonists-Political Fanntic!l 
-Rebellious Spirit of the Texans-Address of the Geneml 
Committee-State Legislature of Coahuila and Texas-Defeat 
of Garcia-Arrest of Yiesea-Proclamntion of Geneml Cos
Declaration of the Pence Party in Texas-Proclamation of 
the Mexican Chiefs-Gcnerol Cos joins Ugnrtechen-The 
Texans act on the Offensive--Centrolism confirmed by Pro
clamation-The Texans commence Hostilities- Geneml Austin 
resigns the Command-Acts of the Gencml Convention
Geneml Austin repairs to the United tates-Military uccessc 
of the Texans-Reinforcement of the Mexicans- uspension 
of Hostilities-Capitulation-:Mas!ltlcrc of Fannin nnd his Men 
-Siege and Capture of San Antonio by nnta Annn-Denlh of 
Crockett and Bowie--Retreat of the Texans- urprise nt on 
Jacinto-Capture of Santa Anna and the Vangunrd-Snnla 
Anna's Protest-His Execution discussed by the Texans
Retreat of the Mexican Army, &c., &c. 

IN speaking of the federal constitution, l have 
always styled it a ponderous mass of complicated 
state machinery ; and to illustrate this assertion I 
have given, in the Appendix, my letter to Mr. 
O'Connell, published in February, 1840, in which 
the reader will find a summary comparison be
tween the federal and central forms of government; 
and I will only further observe, that the enormous 
additional expense that cumbrous system entailed 
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upon the l\Iexican people, hastened a downfal 
which sooner or later would have been inevitable. 

The extinction of the federal system in the latter 
part of 1 31, and the establishment of centralism, 
were brought about by the following prominent 
circumstances :- P edraza, who had been installed 
as president in December, 1 32, on the forced re
tirement of Bustamante, gave up the reins of 
government in April, 1833, to anta. Anna, who in 
the mean time had been elected president, and 
Gomez Farias \'icc-president, according to the con
st itution of the federation. anta Anna soon found 
himself unable to control the many unruly elements 
by which the government was surrounded, and 
confiding his powers provisionally to Farias, retired 
to Vera Cruz. The latter having obtained un
limited authority from the congress, carried on so 
extensive a system of persecution and banishment 
of those he suspected to be inimical to the govern
ment, that in the spring of 1831, the outcry became 
general, and anta Anna himself now favoured the 
insurrectionary movements against the very party 
which he had been chiefly instrumental in elevating 
to power. Having resumed the presidential func
tions, he closed the general congress in 1\Iay, and 
declaring it to be the national desire, he suspended 
the legislatures and executive governments of the 
several sta.tes as a preliminary to the establishment 
of a central, in lieu of a feueral system ; and whilst 
these operations were carried on with more or less 
coercion during the remainder of the year, anta 
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Anna convoked another general congress, the mem
bers of which were to be elected expressly for the 
purpose of modifying the constitution of 1824, or 

of fi·aming a new one. 
In the interval which elapsed previous to the 

assembling of this new constituent congress, anta 
Anna exercised nearly dictatorial powers in order 
to restore tranquillity. He recalled from banish
ment and released from prison the innumerable 
victims of Farias's persecutions. He turned his 
attention to the army and militia, which he re
organised, bringing the former into a good state 
of discipline, and disbanding a considerable part of 
the local militias, whose composition had long been 
extremely prejudicial to good order. 

Agreeably to Santa Anna's summons, the con
gress met in the capital on the 1st of January, 
1835; and after giving anta Anna the most unquali
fied assurances of their approval of his conduct and 
views, which had already been backed by compli
mentary and grateful addresses from nearly every 
province and town throughout the country, the 
congress declared him president of the central 
republic of Mexico. 

The vice-presidency of Gomez Farias, who, when 
driven from office, fled and concealed himself in the 
state of Zacatecas, having been declared vacant, 
the congress elected General Barragan as Santa 
Anna's vice-president. By the report on the state 
of the country, which Santa Anna senl to congress, 
it appeared that there were only five states, out of 
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the twenty which formed the Mexican confederation, 
opposed to the change in progress. The con
gress, reserving to itself all legislative power, trans
formed the states into departments, the civil and 
military ad.ministration of which was subjected 
directly to the super\'ision and control of the 
supreme executi\•e in the capital; but in each de
partment there was established a council under the 
presidency of a governor to manage all their inter
nal affairs. 

The fir~t standard of rebellion again t the central 
system was raised by the Texans, who, it will be 
remembered, had been the indefatigable opponents 
of federal go,•ernment. The Texans, now pretend
ing their adhesion to federation, pronounced anta 
Anna to be a traitor to his country, but more openly 
than before, commenced to make arrangements for 
the separation of Texas from 1\fexico . 

.Much confusion had prevailed in the Coahuilan 
part of the stale of Coahuila and Texas, during a 
portion of 1 31, by the struggle of two factions, 
which terminated in the election of a new state 
legislature in direct ovposition to anla Anna's 
proclamations and the new order of things. That 
legislature elected Augustine Viesca governor of 
the stale, and his unwarrantable proceedings greatly 
augmented the existing difiicullies between Texas 
and l\Iexico. Viesca (whose public life history will 
brand as unprincipled, if not openly dishonest) 
commenced his career as governor of the state of 
Coahuila and Texas, by promulgating a decree in 

• 



• 

72 AUSTIN'S ADVICE TO THE COLO~ lSTS. 

March, 1835, directing the immediate survey of all 
the waste lands of Texas, and also the sale of a 
great portion (411 leagues) of the public domain ;• 
thus creating a public revenue without the sanction 
of the general congress of the .Mexican nation, which 
was most strictly forbidden by the federal consti
tution of 1824. 

Having, for the sake of perspicuity, taken a 
rapid view of the general course of political events 
in the Mexican republic, more or less connected 
with the history of Texas up to its most interesting 
epoch, I must now go back a little in the order of 
time with regard to some of the most important 
local events of 1832-3, in order to enable my 
reader to perceive that this land job of I 35, 
and the abolition of slavery by Mexico, were the 
chief causes of the separation of Texas from the 
republic of Mexico. Col. Austin, who was arrested 
in the early part of 1833 for high treason, writes to 
his constituency from Mexico, 25th August, 1834, 
stating that "the government have remedied the 
evils complained of in Texas, and which threat
ened it with ruin, and those who acted last year in 
good faith, and with pure intentions of separating 
Texas from Coahuila, are now opposed to it, 
because the reasons which made a separation neces
sary, no longer exist." He then says, that "a 
public act of gratitude should be expressed by the 
people for those remedies that have been applied 

• Sec Appendix. 
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by the state and general government to the many 
evils that were threatening Texas with ruin ; that 
they should discountenance in the most unequi
vocal manner all persons in the habit of speaking or 
writing in violent or disrespectful terms, or in the 
language of contempt or defiance of the l\Icxican 
people or authorities ; and that they should dis
countenance all violent or disorderly politicians or 
men, especially all political adventurers and fana
tics." lie then goes on to caution them against 
joining in the pronouncement of the state govern
ment of Coahuila and Texas in Monclova, in June, 
against .... anta Anna, advises them to recognise 

anta Anna as president, cc without mixing in the 
internal disputes of the Mexicans, or being led by 
itiflammator!Jmen, politicalfanatics, political adven
turers, roould-be great me11, vain talkers, and visionar!J 
Joo~," and, finally, remarks, that u the farmers 
must (or suffer, as a 11 hangs upon them) proclaim, 
with one unanimous Yoice, fidelity to Mexico, 
opposition to violent men or measures, and it will 
be peace and prosperity to T exas." 

Col. Austin, who was himself the most crafty of 
the «political fanatics, politi.cal adventurers, would
be great men, and vain talkers," wrote in this bland 
style, solely to escape &·om • the clutches of the 
l\Iexican government, and not with a view to restore 
tranquillity to Texas, which had now become 
very difficult, for, during Austin's absence, the col
lision bctwrcn anta Anna and the federal con-
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gress had taken place, and two parties had sprung 
up in the state of Coahuila and Texas, which 
were exercising the functions of goYernment; one, 
the u peace party" at the seat of government in al
tillo, and the other the "1rar party" at 1\Ionclo\'a. 
The former acknowledged the authority of anta 
Anna as president of the Centml Government; and 
the latter were opposed to both anta Anna and the 
then eb.'isting government. The mere existence of 
such a state of things gave " the would-be office
holders sufficient opportunity of broaching their 
favourite scheme of separation." l\Ir. Edwards, in 
his history of Texas, says, when speaking of these 
political demagogues, u I think I hear the reader 
exclaim, as every honest, sober, peaceful citizen of 
Texas did at the time, Good God! what a set of 
deceitful, ambitious, and ungrateful men has got 
into our country. 'Yhat! while they were sitting 
quietly under those very laws which they had con
fessed were granted to them more by courtesy than 
by strength in the state legislature, and that too 
by those very Mexicans whose prejudices are so 
often spoken of? " ' as it prejudice which granted 
every thing the colonists required, as far as the 
power of a state government could be stretched, even 
to that of tolerating all religions in T exas, and that, 
too, while the Texan members of congress were 
but as two to five ? or was it too much for them, 
in the solitary instance of retaining the retail 
markets of their own state, for lhc benefit of their 
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own citizens, while they left those of Texas more 
than free to the colonists, and had just called 
upon them in good faith to add their strength to 
that constitutional party, which, by so doing, would 
finally prevail, and which did prevail?" The war 
party, however, though few in number, u were 
talented and systematised: closely connected and 
indefatigable in their endeavours to infuse suspicions 
against the general go\·emment, and commit their 
country without the possibility of a recall." 

To retard the awful tendency of the false re
presentation and rebellious spirit of these dema
gogues, the grand central committee of Texas, 
which was formed in 1 ,.ovember, 1834, and met at 
Columbia expressly for that purpose, issued au 
address, boldly denying all the charges brought 
against the l\Ie:x.ican Gorernment, as may be seen 
from the following extracts :-

" Allow us to ask you, as men, ns husbands, ns fnthcrb, if you 

nrc pn•pnrcd heedlessly to ru~h forwnrd in n cause, the termina

tion of which may invohc your country of adoption in all the 

horrors of civil wnr? Arc you prepared to plunge yourselves 

and your <.'Ountry into revolution, imbrue your l1nnds in the 

blood of your hrcl11rcn, and finally to be expelled from the land, 

to which we nrc . o mu<.'h ntUichcd by the ~trongcst of tics? lf 
) ou nrc, the plnn suggested, and we l1n\ c too much renson to 

fear, our wor ·t nnticipnticms ";n be rcnlizNl ! 

" fiul from the infonnntion "hich we hnvt•, and "hich cnn be 

relied upon with confidt•ncc, we assure you thnl th!• fl'l'lings of 

the federal go,•crnmcnt, particulurly those of the prr-idrnt, 

nrc of Lhc mosl favourable characlcr towards Tcxns. " 'c nrc 

n~surcd of this facl hy our rcprcscnlutivc, Colonel AuNtin, nnd 
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the advice which he most earnestly presses upon us, is to be 

peaceful and quiet, and to adopt ns our motto, ' T he Constitution 

and Laws, State and Federal.' 
"From the state government, too, we have surely received 

favours the most liberal, and boons the most free ; in fnct, what 

has been for our particular benefit, which we have asked, nnd 

they have not granted, which is in their power to give 1 ll has 

established the trial by jury ; it has organised a court especially 

for Texas, and if i t docs not answer the desired end, and make 

us contented, it is not the fault of the legislature. 
"We ask you a,aain, in the spirit of candour, has the go,·em

ment ever asked any thing unreasonable of Texru; ? If she has, 

we must, before God and our country, say, we know it not. 

Again, for your experimental knowledge sh::UI bear u~ out, bas 

she ever burdened you wilh taxes, or the performance of arduous, 

expensive, or perilous duties 1 Xay, bas Texru; ever borne any 

part of the expenses of sustaining the go,·crnmenl, that protects 

her citizens, their lives, their liberty, and their property, either 

in legislation or in war? 
" When have the people of Texas called upon llw govern

ment for any law to their advantage, or for the repeal of any 

law by which they were aggrieved, and "hat their requests have 

been complied with ? " 

In the second paragraph of the address from 
which these extracts are taken, Colonel Austin is 
mentioned as the representative of the general 
committee; that would lead one almost to believe 
that the framers of the address were merely lend
ing themselves to Austin's plans of escape from 
the dungeons of a prison ; however, it set forth the 
truth in such glaring colours, that it could not 
fail to restore peace to the colony, which it did 
for a short time ; but it did not do away with the 
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land-jobbing of that period, which was the ground
work of all the troubles that befel the colonists, 
and is thus described by Mr. Edwards :-

11 A committee of lnnd speculators, who~c plans were well laid, 
nnd whose funds were completely organised, presented themselves 
before this-by the people of Texas' never-to-be-forgotten legis
lature-" hich immedintely pns,cd a decree to sell the vacnnt 

lands of Tcxns, and othcrwi c nm:mgcd it to be done ns soon ns 
bidders shnuld present thcms<'lvcs. 

11 Of cour.;e they were there-nod purchased this nlrendy-sur
vcyl.'d lnnd, of •l l l lengues, for 30,000 dollars in hand, to the 
govemmtnt, or ;2 dollars, 99 cents per league. But we shall 

nllow their travelling expcn!ICS in conjunction with those by
bribes, to such members of the legislature as tcc-rt: in partnership 
'lith them, to mi c the whole nmount l!xpend~d in thi!l nefarious 

transaction, to ·10,000 dollars, or 9G dollnrs 35 cents per le~"Ue; 
by bringing this exorbitant price within the grnsp of every man's 

mind, allow me to say two cents nnd three-fourths mills per 
English acrl'." 

Thus u the house," (i. e. the state legislature of 
Coahuila and T exas,) continues Mr. Edwards, 
u went on for a time gloriously ; decree after de
cree was passed and signed by a corrupt govemor " 
(Viesca); and thus, in all probability, would that 
honourable body have continued up to this day; 
but while this was going on in T exas ( l 3 1) a 
revolt occurred in Zacatecas, under Garcia, in the 
month of April, who had prepared a large militia 
force, formidable only in point of numbers and 
appearance, to support the independence of that 
state, and his pretensions to the re-establishment 
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of the federal system in defiance of the majority of 

the nation. 
To quell this insurrection Santa Anna collected 

a considerable body of troops, mostly regulars, and 
quitted the capital to command them in person, 
leaving the executive provisionally to Barragan, as 

vice-president. 
Whilst on the march towards Zacatecas, anta 

Anna despatched orders to General Cos, the military 
commandant of Coahuila and Texac;, to require 
the immediate dissolution of the state legislature 
at Monclova, in obedience to the decrees of the 
sovereign general congress; and in case of refusal, 
to dissolve it by force. 

Santa Anna then attacked Garcia, and having 
succeeded in putting him and his followers to flight, 
a governor for the department of Zacatecas was 
appointed by him provisionally. Viesca, the go
vernor of the state of Coahuila and T exas, on 
hearing of the defeat of Garcia, and dreading the 
chastisement he so richly deserved for his fraudu
lent proceedings, called on each department of 
Texas to supply one hundred men for the ostensi
ble purpose of protecting the colonists from the 
depredations of the Indians, but which were 
really meant to oppose the centralists. General 
Cos, who had not a sufficient force lo justify his 
attempting to enforce obedience to the decree 
for the dissolution of the unconstitutional acting 
legislature, therefore marched to Saltillo, where 
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the people were all in favour of anta Anna's 
centralisation. Here Cos received the necessary 
reinforcement, and hastened back to his former 
position, Monclova; but Viesca no sooner heard 
of his approach than he packed up the archives of 
the stale, with which he was about to abscond 
to Texas, ns the colonists had previously pledged 
themsehres to protect him ; however, before he 
reached his Anglo-American partisans, he was 
arrested, and committed to gaol. This the a war 

parf!J" deemed a flagrant outrage, and Viesca's re cue 
was therefore resolred upon, while l\Iusquiz was 
appointed to fill the office of governor pro tem. 

Viesca was arrested on the lth of June, and a 
few days after was released by the colonists, who 
had again taken up arms at Nagodoches, where 
they succeeded, as also at Anahuac, in di arming 
the Mexican troops, and commenced imprisoning 
the collectors of the custom-house, whom they 
falsely accused of exacting money, (meaning t/w 
established import duties,) not only from strangers, 
but also from the colonists. 

I mmediately after the defeat of Garcia, anta 
Anna returned to the city of Mexico in this month 
(June). Congress having prepared the central con
stitution, it received the sanction of anta Anna, 
was duly proclaimed, and well received by all the 
departments (the contending parties being now per
fectly tranquillised through the able and energetic 
measures of lhal extraordinary man, anla Anna, 
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who was at once the military lender and universal 
and patriotic pacificator of his country) except 
Texas, which was in a state of open rebellion, thus 
showing not only the necessity of consolidating the 
executiye power of the nation, but requiring a large 
military force to keep the colonists in subjection. 

In July a large body of troops was despatched to 
Texas, under Don Domingo de Ugartechea, prin
cipal commandant of Coahuila and T exas. II is 
entry into Texas was prefaced by the following 
official proclamation of General Cos:-

" TnE BaJGADIER-GE:sERAL :\L\aTJ:s PERFECTO DE Cos, 

"Commanding-General and Inspector of the Eastern I nterior 

tntcs. 

"In the name of the President of the Republic, I make it known 

to all and every one of the inhabitants of the three depllrtmcnts 

of Texas, that whenever, under any pretext whatever, or through 

a badly conceived zeal in favour of the individuals who hnve 

acted as authorities in the State, and have been deposed by the 

resolution of the soYereign general Congress, any should attempt 

to disturb the public peace, that the inevitable consequence!' of 
the war will bear upon them and their property, inasmuch as 

they do not wish to improve the adcantages afforded them by their 

situation, which places lhtm beyond the uncertainties that b:we 

agitated the people of the centre of the Republic. 
"If the ~Iexican government bas cheerfully la\•isl1ed upon the 

new settlers all its worthiness of regard, it willlikcw isc know how 
to repress, with strong arm, all those who, forgetting their duties 

to the nation which has adopted them as her children, arc push

ing forward with a desire to live at their own option, without any 

subjection to the laws. Wir.hing, therefore, to nvoid the confu-
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!;ion whirh would result from lhl' l' xr ilcmrnt of some hntl citizens, 

I mnkt• the present dcclnmtion, with the determination of carry

ing it into l'lflX't 

·• :'II ARTJS Pt ni'E<:To De Co<~. 

" ,lf11lamor01, J uJ.v .'iiJ., l R:I5.'' 

This proclamation was quickly responded to 
by a declaration from the cc peace party" i11 Texas; 
and I gt\'C the following exlmcts from this 
document, as published by an able and modern 
authority: -

"\Y~, the rcprcscnwti\'c of the pcoplt•, duly l'lrcted nnd 

nppointul by them, to lcnrn, try, weigh, nml resolve upon thr 

c-au~c and t•ffcct, 11 bich hnn• produrcd evils unbeara hie, in tht> 

hrl·a~t of c\'ery citizt·n 11 l111 wi .. ht•s hi,. own wl'lfarl' nntl hi, 

country'~ to be in C'pnrahle. 

" Our con~titucnts, ll'arning I hat the Congress of the slate had, 

during its session of thi~ present year, nctetl impropcrly-con

trnry to the rights of .. tntell, nnd in direct opposition to the consti

tution of the ,\h·x ic.m confcdt•r.ttion ln·ing corrupted from Ow 

line of le~,'islative dutie~, by the undue influence of a f c 11 

forcigm rs and otht·r,, they became umcnuhle to the lnws mnth• 

and providcd.-Thcrcforc, 11ere tht•y trcatt•d hy tht• go\'rrnment 

of the nation according to their dt. crts. 

" Thnse 11 ho btu! c~c:1pcd, for the tinw bt•ing, just corrcrtion 

and puni¥hmcnt-thrcl~ themselves into tl1c midst of our tranquil 

communit) ; di· organ it eel the system, b) on•rthro11 ing confitlcnt'l' 

and hopl•-likc the scorching blast of the Sirroeco winds, carrying 

clc~truclion, f,'Ticf ruHI dismay, intutlw peaceful dwellings of C\"l'ry 

lnyal, lirtunu~, nnd eonll.'ntcd fiunily. l f chct·kcd in their de

:;ign~ of t•nmpromising the people, or detected in tltl'ir falsehoods 

\ lt'aning tlw stntl' of Coohuila and T exas. 
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resorted to in order to cover the guilt of their proct•t•dings-pen;e

verance was their motto, and fertility of in\'cntion their cha

racteristic; so that by the flexible nature of tlwir sinuosity, 

they were enabled to gi,·c to the country of Texas an unparalleled 

shock throughout all its members. 

"To gh·e this shock consistency and name, the go\'crnor called 

upon each department of the state for one hundred men, anncd 

and equipped, to sustain him and a rile congress, that have bar

tered our public lands for a mere song-but he found, that in 

calling upon us, ' he bad reckoned without his host.' It was too 

much for us to risk (if it was not too much for him to ask) ou,. 

blood, to sustain those who had wantonly quandcrcd our lands. 

It will be recollected, that the admcatc" of n sUite government 

ha,·e even contended that the public lands would su~tnin, f1>r the 

first ten years, the expenses of a state go\'cmment. \\l1at ''ill be 

our situation when deprived of this land ? There "ill be fmmd 
but one set of meu in all Texas 11ho would support such mea

sures, and those are the rery men who purclta$~d the la11d. 

" The law of the 14th of ~[arch pa~t i~ lookl·d upon by the 

people with horror and indignation ; it is looked upon as the 

death-blow to this rising country. I n violation of the gem•ral 

constitution and laws of the nation-in 'iolation of good faith, 

and the most sacred guarantees-Congress bas trampled upon the 

rights of the people and the government, in selling four hundred 

anu eleven leagues of land at prir:ate sale, and nl a shnml.'ful sa

crifice, thereby creating a monopoly-thereby entirely ruining tl•e 
future prospects of 0111' country, eontmry to law, and contrary to 

tl1e true interests of every citizen in Texas! Thercfor!."-

"Resolved,-That we protest against tlw late sale of our 

lands in the late congress of Coahuila and Texas, and 'iew it 

as an act of corruption in all parties concerned ; and that we will 
not sustain such men and mea.~ures-but, on the contrnry, aiel the 

general government in maintaining tl1e integrity of the con!>titu
tion and laws of the Mexican nation. 

"Resolved,-That we recommend and promote by ('\'Cry 

means, a general union of sentiment among oursC'lves, moderation, 
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orgnnizntion, nnd n strict adherence to the l:lws and constitution 

of the lnnd; llll'M\\ hilc prote.ting ngninstlhc conduct nnd nets of 

Oil) set ofindhiduals (le:;s thnn n majority) cnlculnted to in\'oh·r 

the citi.:cna of Texas in a conflict with tl1c federal government. 
"Ucsoln~d,-Thut "'' ball, if required, nssist the go\'t:rnmcnt 

of our country a~"'linst those per~ons who will not obCJJilie rercnuc 

larl'., of ~ l cxjco, nncl that we \\ill pnrticulnrly ussisl in bringing 

lo conclign puni hment tho c indi,·idunls who hnvc, with malice 

nforc-thought nnd rebelliuu1 intention.,, insulted the nrttionnl flag 

nf thc confecll·rntiun nt Anahuac, denouncing said indh idunls or 

person a furdgner.t, nnd di claiming nil participation in their 
nets \\ hal'>OC\'er. 

"Rc oln.•d,-That \\U inccr('ly in\'ite the supreme cxccuti\'e 

to cnrry the rc\ enuc laws into effect, suggc~ting at the o;nmc time 

a moclific:ltion of these law,, in order that the duties 1hall all be 

colkcled. We bclic\·c th:.t reasonable duties, collcctecl by col

h.'Ctor.s untlcrstm1tling both l:mguag.·,, without fin·our or collusin· 

management, would he clu.'Crfully ~ubmittcd to by the merchanL~; 

hut, in n contrary cost', we pledge ourseln·!'l to aiel the fctlaal 

rwtliorilics in their collection . 

"H.csoh·cd,-That we furthermore snggl·~t to our federal 

cxct:utin•, thnt n court of admiralty jurisdil·tion, tn hold its sit

ting~ in Tcxa~, would gn~atly f.1cilitntc the object of collecting 

those dutil·~; whik·, ot the same time, it would rclil'H' Tcxn~ 

from the cmhnmt.o<smcnl of tedious forl•ign suits. 

" R( ~olvccl,-That we wish to he con,idcn•d ns llw faithful 

and lq~nl citizen~ of ~[cxico, and that we nrc clispo~l'll and 

desirous to discharge our duties ns such ; and that it is our wish 

and intcrt•.~t to remain attached to the federal rampart: humbly 

sustaining our position until tlw federal ro11grcs,, shnll admit us 

to the rights of n separate st.1tc-or till the loynlty and patriotism 

of the inhabitant~ of Tt':\11~ ~hnll challenge this comfort at tlwir 

hands. 

" ltesolH'cl,-Thnt every net or dccd, tcnding tu inlnrnpt the 

har111ony ancl goocl utuh·r~tnncl i ng nf the frcll•ral gonol'llmrnt :md 

G 2 
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T exas, by whomsoe\·er made, deserves the marked disapprobation 

and contempt of e>ery friend of good order and constilUtional 

regularity in the country-thert:fore, we pledge our1;ehc , our 

property, our honour, and our lh·es, to abide by and fulfil, as 

becomes the determined resoh·es of freemen, all and every duty 

required of them as such, by their own free \\i ll and con rnt ! 
" Signed, &c." 

This declaration, which speaks so loudly of the 
loyalty of its framers towards the f ederal go\'<'l'll
ment, it should be remarked, was passed by the 
representatives of the people, when it 'vas notori
ously known, throughout the country, that f ederal
ism was done away with and centralism e tablished, 
de facto, many months before the meeting of these 

representati,·es. 
General Ugartechea, who had by this time taken 

up his quarters at San Antonio de Bejar, on h earing 
of what was going forward, and, as if doubtful of 
the sincerity of the representatives of the people, 

issued the following proclamation :-

" Principal Commandancy of Coahuila and Texas, 
" Charged by the Commandar.t-Gcncral with the prc!len·ation 

of the state of public tranquillity, in fulftlment or my duty, 1 
can do no less than addre~s you, as interested in so important an 

object, upon which deprnds the happine~s of the inhabitants of 

the department, in order tl1at you may make every effort for dis

~ipating the alarms occasioned by false information, communi

cated by unquiet and revolutionary characters, who, resentful at 

not being able to carry into effect their depra\·cd intentions of 

dilapidati119 the lands of Texas, wish to make the inhabitan ts 

believe the Supreme Government is going to send forces lo despoil 
proprietors of the possessions which they have acquired hy n 
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till~:, \1 ithout any other ubjl·Ct on the part of thoije p~rversc me11 

than to pro&pcr by mrnns of a revolution. 

" f n ordl·r, therefore, that )'OU may SUCCC('d in trnnquilJizing 

the mind, nntl dissipating thcfalst,oods which have been sprt!ad 

for thl• purpo~ of compromising the coloni!lts, you cn.n show them 

thi!l communication, and abo manifest to them that thry ha,·c 

notM11g to fl.·ar from the introduction of troops, os this measure 

would have no other object than that of placing them as dctach

mtnls at the port,, to Jlrl·vcat the smuggling trade-which is 

carril·d on \1 ith impunity by nd,·enturcrs-nnd likcwi ·c to prc\'cnt 

the incur ions of the Indians, '' bo, \\hen they nrc not ebnstiscd, 

become c\·cry day more insolent, nnd too frequently commit 

hostilitil .• 

" "\or ha,·c \H' trt'r thou~ht of trampling upon the rights law

fully acquirt><l by the coloni~t>o, \1 ho ought 11ut to doubt that the 

Suprcnw Gm·ernmcnt will attend to their n•prc~cntntions; ancl 

\1 ill, at thl• 5llml' tit Ill·, omit no means of accomplishin~ thl• grnnd 
ohjl·Ct of till' welfare of ull and each one of the inhabitants of 

that int<'rrsting p:1rt of the n·public. 

",\t the 5ltmc tinw I do no le!~ thnn expl•ct, thnt you \dll, by 

'irtuc of your oflicl', pn•,·cnt the cncmil'S of ordl·r from circu

htting rrports, forged for thl· 1,urpo~c of compromising the incau

tion!!: and if there bl• any pl·rson or }ll'hOIIS in the department, 

"hose minch of pernicious counsel nrc occupied in dblurbing 

tranquillity, nnd "hose net ions nrc conduclNl to the injur) of 

thc·ir country, you will forthwith proceed to restrain nnd correct, 

by the pnwt•r which your office crcall's; brinbring thLm to just 

puni~llln<'nt, nccording to the constitution and ln'" of your 

c·ounlr)·· On this occasion l have to ofl'cr jOU the protlstntions 

uf my particular consideration nnd rcgnrd. God nnd Libert). 

"Dom:;co oc Uo \RTI:CIIl:.\. 

"Br.rar, July 15111, 1835." 

This proclamation of the 1\Iexican general, and 
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" the declaration of the representati,·es of the peo
ple," were promulgated on the same day, and thu · 
the former served at once to test the sincerity of 
the latter, which the reader wil1, ere long, be fully 

able to appreciate. 
From the date of Ugartechea's proclamation 

nothing of importance transpired until about the 
middle of the ensuing month, when the l\Iexican 
authorities ordered the arrest of Zavala, a Mexican, 
who bad been duly charged with treason. His 
an-est, however, was resisted by the colonists; con
sequently orders were immediately forwarded to 
General Cos to march into Texas, to support gar
techea. General Cos, who was stationed al Mata
moros, accordingly embarked for Texas with 100 
men, and landed at Copano early in the month of 
September, when (f every voice," says .Mrs. Uolley, 
" ·was raised, without hesitation, for war;" all, for
sooth, because the Mexican authorities, in the dis
charge of their duty, ordered a renegade .Mexican 
citizen to be arrested on a charge of treason against 
the republic of l\Iexico; but the fact is, that the 
long-looked-for moment had arrived at last. Ge
neral Austin, (late Colonel Austin,) who made his 
escape from prison in the month of July, had now 
reached Texas, and instantly became the rallying
point of the colonists. On the 23rd of ' eptember 
the general put himself at the head of 700 
Texans, at Brazoria, and marched immediately 
to attack Ugartecbea at San Antonio, without 

... 
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waiting to know the resttlt of the silting of " the 
general consultation of all Texas," which had 
been publicly called for by u the Committee of 

afety" some time before, and which had been 
elected by the colonists previous to Austin's re-ap
pearance in Texas. A11, however, being now ready 
on the part of the rebels-the Mexican flag having 
been insulted--every entreaty being tota11y disre
gnrdcd-C\ cry contract between the l\Iexican na
tion and the colonists being broken, war was in
C\ itable; Austin therefore raised the war-whoop. 
u Committed-once more committed-my friends," 
he cried, u in the sight of IIea,•en and men! Down 
"ith those rag-pole , more like scarecro" s in a po
tato-patch, than flag ' of honourable resistancc-
ha\ e you forgotten the Fredon ian fir-pole of Na
cogdoches, "hich was danced round by the face
tious liberty-men, until its bark flew oif, and with 
the last peeling they had to fly themselves 1" 

Notwithstanding all this bravado, the Texans 
waited for something like "a substantial excuse" 
for their taking up arms before they attempted 
to acl on the offensive, and this excuse was soon 
found. 

On the 3nl of October, in this year, the .Mexican 
government issued a proclamation, containing a 
decree of the general congress for effecting certain 
changes as corollarie , lo the adoption of the central 
system, as follows : 
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" 0U'ICE OF THE FIRST ~ECRET \RY Ol' 'T \TL, J~TERIOR 

DEP.l.RTltEST. 

" His Excellency the President pro tcm. of the Mexican United 

States, to the Inhabitants of the Republic. Know ye, that the 

General Congress has decreed the following : 

" ART. I. The present Governors of the tales shall continue, 

notwithstanding the time fixed by the Constitution mny have 

expired, but shall be dependent for their continuance in the exer
cise of their attributes upon the supreme go\·ernmcnt of the notion. 

"ART. 2. The Legislatures shall immediately cease to exercise 

their legislative functions; but before dis~hing (and those which 

may be in recess meeting for the purpo~c) tltey shall nppoint a 

department council, composed for the prc~ent of fi,·e indhicluals, 

chosen either within or w;thout their own body, to net ns n coun

cil to the go,•ernor; and in case of n vacancy in that oflice, tht:y 

shall propose to the Supreme General Government three pcn~ons, 
possessing the qualifications hitherto required ; nnd until an ap

pointment be made, the gubernatorial powers shall be exL•rciscd 
by the first on the list, who is not an eccle~ia~tic. 

"ART. 3. In those states where the Lcgislatllre cannot be u -

sembled within eight days, the ayunlamienlo of the capital shnll 
act in its place, only for the purpose or electing the fi \ c imlivi
cluals of the department council. 

" ART. 4. All the judges and tribunals of the states, and tht• 

administration of justice, shall continue as hitherto, until the 

organic law relative to this branch be formed. The reRpon~i

bilities of the functionaries which could only be investigated 

before Congress, shall be referred to ami concluded before the 
supreme court of the nation. 

• The ayunlamienlos arc the municipal bodies, or corporations 

of cities, and arc similar to the mayor and council, or corpomtions 
of the cities in the United States. 
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"AnT. 5. All the :.ubnltern officers of the state shall nlso con

tinue for the prl·scnt, (the plnccs wb..ich nrc vacant, or \lhich may 

hi.' mea ted, nut to be filled,) but they 
1 

as well as the offict•,;, 

rc1cnuc und brnnchc under their charge, remain subject to, and 

at the di~po,.'ll of, the uprcme Oo,·crnmcnt of the nation, by 
means or their rl•spcctivc governors. 

"City of ~Iexico, October 3, 1835. 

")[wun B IRR.\GA~, President pro lrm. 

II 'l \~t;Et. n. \. DE DoSILL,\, 'ccretnry of 'tntc.'' 

At the time this proclamation appeared, thegene
ml councilofTexns was sitting at an Felipe de Austin, 
providing means and de\'ising measures for the pro

secution of a war,'' hich, the Texans say," had been 
forced upon them." ·we have already seen that 
nearly a month before the receipt of that proclama
tion, to which the general council prepared the reply 
which will be gi,•en presently, the Texans had com
menced hostilities against 1\Iexico. On the 9th of 
October they attacked the town of Goliad, a 1\lexi
can garrison, commanded by Colonel Francisco 

andoval, who had only about forty men to support 
him, while the Te\ans, who stormed the town at 
midnight, mustered fifty-two rank and file, under 

Captain Collingworth. The garrison was captured, 
with the los of one wounded on the Texan side, 
and three killed and se\·en wounded on the 1\lexican. 
After plundering the missions, the Texans de
camped from Goliad with three hundred muskets, 
two field-pieces, and som<' military stores, towards 
San Antonio, where General Cos, who had formed a 
junction with Ugartechea, was besieged by General 
Austin, at the head of about 1000 men. 
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The time which was thus spent by the troop m 
the fielu was employed by the General Council 
in preparing inflammatory addresses, which were 
widely diffused throughout the country : those who 
refused to take up arms in the (t sacred cause" were 
denounced; their property was to be confiscated; 
and pains innumerable were eventually to be the 
portion of the disobedient! in fact, there was not 
a stratagem recorded in the hi tory of ancient or 
modern republicanism, or the basest monarchical 
tyranny, that was not resorted to, to compel set
tlers to take up arms for the aggrandisemcnt of a 
set of needy and desperate land speculators. 

General Austin, having heard of the total subjec
tion of the federalists throughout Mexico, anu that. 
Santa Anna was concentrating a large force on the 
Rio Grande to invade Texas, thought it pruuent 
to open negotiations with General Cos for the sus
pension of hostilities; but the answer the Mexican 
general gave was, that " the Americans would be 
treated as rebels." This was only what they had a 

right to expect. 
The day after Austin received the above reply 

he gave up the command of the Texan force to 
Colonel Milam, and returned to his old associates, 
who were sitting in council at, an Felipe, which was 
now called a" General Convention," but bl:ing self
elected, was therefore illegal, even according to the 
Texan principles of go\·ernment. However, on 
lhc 7th of November, 1835, the Convention put 
forth the following 
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" 'OLE~IX DECLARATION. 

" Whcrc.ts, Genernl Antonio Lopez de Santa Annn, and otlier 

milittr) chieftains have, by force of anns, ol·t•rthrown the 

fcdcrnl constitution of ;\lexico, and dis~oh·cu thc social com

pact which existed betwcen Texas and the otlwr memb~ors 

of tlw ;\[cxicnn confedcrncy; now the goocl J>coplc of Tt•xa~, 
uvailing th~mJelreJ of tl1eir natural rights, solemnly Declare,-

"1st. That they hnYc tnkl•n up nnns in dcfcnce of their rights 

and liberties, which \1 cre threatened by encroachments of milit:try 

despoh, and in dl'fl·nce of the republican principles of the federal 
constitution of ;\lcxico of 1821. 

"2nd. Thnt Texas i no longer morully or ci1 illy bound by the 

compact of union ; yet, ~timul:ttcd by the gt'nerosity nnd sym

pathy common to a free pMplc, Ull'y olfcr thcir support and 

u istnnc!l to uch of the member:; of the ;\[exican confl·dcrncy 
as 11 ill take up arms ngtunst military despotism. 

"3rd. Thattlwy do not ncknOIIIcdgc thnt the pre&ent authori
ties of the nominnl ){e,.ic.m republic have the right to govern 
'' ithin the limi~ of Texus. 

" lth. Thnt tlwy 11 ill not cease to carry on war ngninst th!l 

said nuthoriticq, 11 hi! t thdr troops nrc '' ithin the limits of 
Te,.n"!. 

"5th. That the) hold it to be their right, during the dis
organization of llw fcdl'ml N)' ltm and the reign of dl•spoti ·m, to 

11 itlulraw from lht Union, to estnblish nn jndepcndent go,·cm

nwnt, or to adopt such measures as tlwy mny deem bl•st calcu

lated to protect their rights and libertit·s; but that tht') 11ill 

continue faithful to the ;\h•xican governmt•nt, so long as that 

untion i~ gon·rned by the constitution and laws lhal were framed 
for the govemment of the politic:tl association. 

"Gth. That Tt•xn~ is responsible li>r the expenses of her armies 
now in the fit•ld. 

"7th. That the puhlit• t:uth nf Tc~ns is pledged for tho pay
ment of' auy clebt~ contracted by her ngcnts. 
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" Sth. That she will rewanl by donations in land all \1 ho 

volWtteer their services in her present struggle, and receive them 

as citizens. 
"These declarations we solemnly a,·ow to the world, nnd call 

God to witness their truth and sincerity, and invoke defeat nnd 
disgrace upon our heads, should we pro,·e guilty of duplicity. 

"Signed, &c." 

In order to prepare my readers for these and 
many other assertions of a similar character, put 
forth by the unprincipled T exans, I have in the 
preceding chapter shown what their conduct was 
while the federal system was in force in i\I cxico, 
and never did the history of a people brand them 
with greater treachery, or grosser ingratitude and 

inconsistency. 
Austin, the most indefatigable of the T exan 

leaders, hastened away with these documents to the 
United States, where, by working on the sympathy 
of his fellow-countrymen, he succeeded in getting 
money, arms, and men to carry on the war against 

Mexico. 
From the date of the a Solemn Declaration/' 

the Texans date their nominal independence, and 
I shall (as an act of courtesy) henceforth speak of 
them as an independent people, although it "ill be 
necessary for me to allude to their conduct again, 

as colonists, in the nex t chapter. 
The Texan troops, whom we left before San 

Antonio, continued the siege, during which many 
skirmishes occurred between the hostile armies. 
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On the 2 th of October, a detachment of Cos' 
army, amounting to 100 men, who were escorting 
some large pieces of ordnance and military stores 
from Matamoros to an Antonio, sucldenl) came on 
a party of Te~ans, commanded by Captain Fannin. 
They immediately attacked the 1\Icxicuns, who, 
being embarrassed with a heavy luggage train, 
were induced to act merely on the defensive, 
and continued their march after losing about 
eighty men. 

On the 3rcl of November, the Texans captured 
th<> fort of Tepantitlan, which was erected and 
garrisoned by the Mexican authorities to protect 
the lri h settlement at an Patrico, from the In
dians. The Texans de troyecl the fort, and the 
ne~t day abandoned it, taking with them the 
guns, t" o small carronades, and twenty-one pri
soners; bul they had scarcely crossed the ri\'er 
1 ueces before they were attacked by n few Mexicans 
and the Irish setllers at an Putrico en masse, 
headed hy the Alcalde, an Irishman, who brnught 
up his litlle band in the good oulrl style, to 
close quarters, and after a sharp engagement, which 
lasted three quarters of an hour, the Texans were 

driven from the field, lea\'ing the whole of their 
booty collected the day before, in the hands of the 
Alcalde', who was seYerely wounded in the begin

ning of the affair. But nothing decisive occurred 
until the 5th of the ensuing month, (December,) 
when the Texans had a stronger force than the 
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Mexicans, and availing themsch·cs of the absence 
of Ugartechea, who had left San Antonio "ith 300 
men on a secret expedition, the besieging army 
made a vigorous assault on the garrison. The 
attack was commenced by 300 men, led by l\Iilam 
in person, who was supported by 400 men on 
each flank. The stonning party soon reached 
the Plaza, where the main body of the Mexicans 
was drawn up to receive them, which they did 
with a brisk discharge of musketry, kept up until 
dusk, when the ~Iexicans retreated in good order 
to the Alamo, a strong fort on the west bank of 

the San Antonio river. 
Early the next morning (6th) the Mexicans re

newed their fire, and compelled the Texans to 
retire, leaving their commander, Colonel l\Iilam, 
dead. In the course of the day, they made a sorlit• 
from the fort, but were in their turn compelled to 
retire, when hostilities were for a while suspended, 
and Cos hastened to inform Ugartechea of what 
was going on, and urging him to return without 
delay. Ugartechea, on receipt of this information, 
made preparations to return, and by forced marches 
succeeded in reaching the Alamo, which he en
tered on the night of the 7th, with the 300 troops 

he had with him. 
This reinforcement of the Mexicans did not daunt 

th e Texans, but on the contrary, it seemed to rouse 
them to fresh acts of daring valour. At daylight 
the following morning (8th) th e T exans saw the 
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black flag flying on the walls of the Alamo; how
ever, their attack on the fort was so bravely 
sustained that the Iexicans were obliged to ask 
for quarter, "hich was granted, and the M exicans, 
after an obstinate resistance, capitulated. 

Ilo tilities being thus su pcndcd, commi sioners 
on both side. were appointed to draw up the fol
lowin,. 

0 

C'.\PITt.:I.ATIOX, 

.. Enktt•d into by c:enernl ?\[artin Perft·Cto de en~. of tlw pcmla

ncnt troop , and Genl·rnl Edward Burleson of the colunial 
troops of Tex.t . 

" l •t. That Gcnl·ml Cos anti his oflicers n•tire "ith tlll'ir amls 

and pri\IUe pmpt rty, into the interior uf tlw n•puhlic, under 

parole of honour: that tlwy 11 ill not in nny 11 il) opposl• thl• rc
l' tahlishnwnt of thl• fl·d<·ml constitution uf 18!? I. 

"2nd. Thnt the one huntln·tl inf.1ntr) latl'ly nrrin·!l "ith tJw 

cun1ictN, the remnnnt of the battnlion Morclo:,, nnd the cn1alr)·, 

n·tirc "ith tlw gcnc.ral; taking their orm!l anti ten round~ of l':lr
triclgcs for their muskt•tll. 

":lrd. T hnl the gcrwrnl take the conricts brought in by C'ol. 
U!-,''lltll•ehca, beyond tlw Rio Grnndl'. 

" llh. That it i'l di~crctionnT)· 11 ith the troops to full ow thl'ir 

gl'nl·ral, n•mnin, or g•l to such point ns thl'y rnn) deem prop,•r; 

but in mse tlwy llhould ull or nny of them sl'parnt,•, thej tuo :m• 
to hnl'e their nnn'l, &c. 

",';th. Thnt nil the public property, money, nrrm, nncl muni

t ion~ of war, he inH·ntoricd and dclin•n·d to Ocnl·rnl Bur),•son. 

"Oth. Thnt nil pri\·all' property he rcston•d to its propt•r 
owner~ . 

" 7th. Tlwt lhret• oflict•rs uf caeh nl'my he appoinLl•d to make 
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out the inventory, and see that the tenm of the capitulation be 

carried in to effect. 
"Sth. That three officers on the part of General Cos remain 

for the purpose of delivering over the said property, stores, &c. 

"9th. That Genernl Cos ";th his force, for the present, occupy 

the Alamo ; and Geneml Burleson, with his force, occupy the 

town of Bejar; and that the soldiers of neither party pass to the 

other armed. 
" l Oth. General Cos shall, ,,;thin six days from the elate l1crcof, 

remove his force from the garrison he now occupies. 

" 11th. In addition to the arms before mentioned, General Cos 

shall be permitted to take ,,;th his force a four-pounder nnd ten 

rounds of powder and ball. 
"12th. The officers appointed to make the inventory nncl dt•

li\'ery of the stores, &c., shall enter on the duties to which they 

have been appointed, forth\\;th. 

"13th. The citizens shall be protected in their persons nncl 
property. 

"14th. General Burleson will fumbh General Co:. "ith •ueh 

provisions as can be obtained, ncce~snry for hiM troops to tht• Hio 

Grande, at the ordinary price of the country. 

" 15th. The sick and wounded of General Cos' nm1y, LU

gcther with a surgeon and attendant, arc pem1ittcd to remain. 

"16th. No person, either citizen or soldier, to be molested 

on account of his political opinions hitherto expressed. 

" 17th. That duplicates of this capitulation be made out in 

Castilian and English, and signed by the commissioncn; nppointcd, 
and ratified by the commanders of both armies. 

"18th. The prisoners of both armies, up to this duy, shall he 
put at liberty. 

"The commissioners, Jose Juan ancl1cz, adjutant inspector, 

Don Ramon Musquiz, and Lieutenant .Frnnsisco Radn, and in
terpreter, Don .Miguel Arciniega, appointed by the commandant 

and inspector, General Martin Perfecto de Co11 in conjunction 

with Colonel F . W. Johnston, Major R. C'. Morris, and C'nptnin 

J · G. Swisher, and interpreter, Jolm Cameron, appointed on the 
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part of Grnl·ral Edward fiurh· on, nfll•r n long and :;rrious dis

cu-sion, adoptee! tlw rightrcn prercding article~. rc~crYing thrir 
ratification~ hy tlw gcnl·rnl of both annics. 

" J n \ irtuc of which Wl ha\'..: sign..:d this inRtrnmc·nt, in tlw rity 

of Hl•jnr, on th~ lith Dcccmb..:r, 1 R35. 

" ;\f \RTIN P cn r·rrTo rn C'us, 

";\I cxicnn Commandant. 

" Eo\\ ART> Bunt. r so~<, 

"Commnndcr-in-chicf of the T cxnn .\ nn) ." 

The fall of San Antonio de Bejar, which is the 
strougest military fort in Texas, led the T e'\ans 
to belie,·e that their war of independence was at 
an end, but they were soon convinced to the 
contrary. 

In the beginning of .Tanunry, 1 36, General rrca 
entered Texas nt the head of the vnnguard of the 
l\Iexican army, the whole consisting of 5000 men, 
commanded by • anta Anna. 

General UtTea's march from the Rio Grande lo 
Nueces was attended with immense difficulty; 
however, on the 26th of January, just at day
light, he entered the town of an Patricio. H ere 
he was hailed by the inhabitants (chieOy Irish) with 
great joy. After killing fifteen of the T exan garrison, 
and putting the rest to Oight, Urrea, who was eight 
days' march in advance of anta Anna, remained only 
a few days in the town. While Urrea was slaying 
at San Patricio, he heard of the arrh·al of Dr. Grant, 
who was busily engaged in a pursuit v0ry common 
among lhe T exans, vir.., lhal of stealing horses from 

II 
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the frontier settlers. Urrea, immediately on hearing 
of the worthy 1\l.D., de patched a detachment to 
arrest him. Having refused to surrender, the doctor, 
together with his followers, amounting to about 
thirty men, feU victims to their folly. 

A day or two after this event, General Urrea 
began his march towards La Bahia or Goliad. On 
his road he passed through another Irish settle
ment, called '' the i\Iission," of which the Texans 
had some time before taken possession, and from 
which Urrea thought it expedient to dislodge them. 
For that purpose he detached a portion of his 
troops, who found the Texans in the church, which 
they bad fortified. At first the enemy made some 
resistance, but as soon as the Mexicans brought a 
piece of artillery to bear upon the church, the be
sieged surrendered. After the finishing of this 
mission, the force detached for that service rejoined 
the main body, and advanced, flushed with victory, 
towards La Bahia, which they had the mortifica
tion to find in ruins, and the Texans in full retreat. 
Prompted by the appearance of fear on the part 
of the enemy, Urrea pursued them, and succeeded 
in finding Colonel Fanning, with 5GO men, in the 
middle of a prairie, where he was awkwardly 
intrenched behind a narrow ditch and some wagons. 
The Texan commander had neither the knowledge 
for fight, nor the discretion to retreat; for there 
was a thick and extensive wood at a short distance 
in the rear, in which, with his superiority in point 
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of numbers and artillery, it would have been easy 
for him to have fortified himself in a formidable 
manner, and in case of defeat, it would have afforded 
him many chances of escape. 

Urrea. at once detected the short-sightedness of 
the enemy, and therefore did not hesitate to attack 
them, bnt with so scanty a supply of ammunition, 
that, in a short time, he was obliged to su pend 
firing, as he had left his ammunition and artillery at 
a great di ·tancc behind. Had the Te\:an com
mander taken advantage ofthi critical moment, Ur
rea's total discomfiture would have been the inevit
able result; but Fanning remained quietly within his 
camp, while the Mexicans, lying down in the gra .. , 
occasionally amused the Texans with music and 
feigned demonstrations, which were made with the 
trumpets and drum in Yarious directions round 
their intrenchments. Thus Urrea gained time to 
send for his ammunition and artillery, which reached 
him in the cour::;e of the night, and on the following 
morning he renewed the attack, and soon compelled 
the Texans to sun-ender. 

The Texans taken on this occasion were all shot, 
by order of anta Anna, who was now besieging 
.. an Antonio. To attempt to justify such an act 
of wanton injustice and cruelty, would, indeed, be a 
disgrace to a writer of the darkest ages. Yet it is 
the onerous duty of all who lake upon themselves 
the task of recording such tragical and untoward 
<·vents, to consider the real or less obvious circum-

!! 2 
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stances which are urged upon an indignant and en
lio-htened ao-e as a palliative, and, secondly, to place 

0 0 

the foul odium of their execution on the right head. 

This is but justice! 
The Texans were, and indeed are at this present 

time, rebels: they were first entreated and admo
nished with a miluness and kindness of feeling 
that redounds to the honour of the Mexican nation. 
Again, they were warned of the awful consequences 
of plunging their country into the horrors of civil 
war-they were told, with a firmness which could 
not have been mistaken, that obedience to the laws 
of the republic of ~Iexico would be enforced; and 
it was not until they had ab:;olutely taken up arms 
that they were informed a the Americans would 
be treated as rebels;" and when they had assumed 
that position towards the Mexicans, to whom their 
gratitude was due for the many signal acts of 
liberality conferred upon them by Mexico, the 
Mexican sword was drawn-peace was proposed
and a general amnesty offered by the Mexicans. 
Every overture had been refused. Fanning's party 
was the first taken-Santa Anna's proffered amnesty 
had been rejected-and Cos' entreaties having been 
received with scorn, he, with the firmness of a 
soldier, declared the Americans would be treated 
as rebels. Santa Anna vacated the presidential 
chair during the war, and having taken the field as 
a soldier, he was accordingly obliged to obey the 
orders of Congress, which were, that u the un-
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grateful T exans should be treated as rebel .'' Con
sequently he ordered the execution of Fanning and 
his men. 

In thus bringing forward the facts connected with 
this lmncntablc occurrence, it must not be supposed 
that I am attempting to justify such tragical deeds; 
on the contrary, I do not he itate to say, that it leaves 
an cvcrla~ting stigma upon the character of a soldier 
who is guilty of such nn enormity, notwithstanding 
the C\.i~tence of the u age common among ci\'ilized 
nation in such ca c . 

On or about the 1 t h of february, anta Anna ap
peared before the walls of an .Antonio de Bexar. 
The Texan garrison was summoned to surrender, 
and a general amnesty was again offered, in case of 
obedience; but it was refused, and the T exans imme
diately opened fire on the l\Iexicans, by the way of 
confirming their refusal, when anta Anna com
menced the siege \\'ith about J 000 men, while the 
Texan garri ·on consisted of about 150 only. The 
commc:nccmcnt of the siege is thus de crihed by 
the Texan commander in the following Adclrc s :-

"TO TilE PM>PLE OF TEXA ·, Ai'-D .\LL ,UIEHICA TR 

IX TilE "OilLD. 

" Communlluncy of tlw Alamo Buza.r, 
F eb. 2 1, 183G. 

•• Fdluw-Cilizt!ns nnll Compatriots, 

" I '" hc~il·gt•d hy 11 thuu~and or mon• uf the ~h·xicans, undl·r 

Santn Anna. I h.1rc .,u~tnincd u continual bumhnnlnwnl anti 

l'annonatll• len lllt·nty-four hourti, ancl hat•.: twllosl a 1111111. The 
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enemy ha>e demanded a surrender • at discrdion. I haH? an

swered the summons with a cannon-shot, and unr llag still wan!, 

proudly from the walls. I ~hall nc\·cr surrender or retreat. 

Then I call on you, in the name of liberty, of patriotism, nntl 

e\·ery thing due to the American chnraclcr, to come to our nitl 

with all dispatch. The enemy nre recei\ing reinforcements daily, 

and will no doubt increase to three or four thousand in four or 

five days. Thougll tllis call may be neglected, I nm determined 

to sustain myself as long as pos.~iblc, and diu like a soldit•r, "ho 

never forgets what is due to his own honour and tbuL of hi.~ 

t'Ountry-Yictory or Death! 

( igned) " W. B,\RRBTT Tn \' •"• 
Lieut.-Col. Commanding." 

From the date of this address, the bombardment 
was kept up with great skill and acti,·ity, while the 
cry of the Texans for aid was not responded to. 

On the 3rd of i\Iarch Colonel TraYis addressed 
another call for aid to the President of the General 
Convention, which was then sitting; but on the 
night of the 6th, before any assistance could pos
sibly reach him, Santa Anna attacked lhe Ala
mo, that now contained only 150 men, with all 
the l\Iexican force, when a stubborn contest ensued, 
and the result was, that the Texans, at daylight, 
were obliged to cry for quarter, which was refused, 
when a retreat was attempted, but those\\ ho crossccl 
the walls of the fort were immediately cul down, and 
finally, when the fort was taken, it only contained, out 
of a garrison of 450 men, six men and one \\Oman; 
with this miserable remnant, the weB-known David 

• Thi~ for the ti~cmul tiu1t. 
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Crockett breathed his last, by the side of Razin 
Bo" ic, the man '"ho invented that deadly weapon, 
the " Bowie knife," which is the tenant of every 
Texan' bosom, and "hich should be deposited 
(dripping, as it is, with human blood) in the mu
seums of Europe, and placed by the side of the 
weapons of the benighted Indian of the desert, as 
an emblem of the savage barbarism of the existing 
Anglo-American race. 

rockctt was from his youth a soldier, therefore 
il is not surprising to flnd him engaged in the Texan 
campaign. · But Bo'' ie was a reckless drunkard, 
who had squandered his property, and \\'US sub~c

qucntly obliged lo fly from his country, (the nited 
' tate ,) for slaying a man in a duel. This fact 

is wt'll kno" n in Texas, and was thus told me by a 
friend of Bo\\ic's, who was present when Razin 
Bowie fought a duel with knives across a table at 
the Alamo, a few days before anta Anna took it. 
His flrsl duel was fought at Natchez, on the .Mis
sis ippi, in the f~lll of 1 31. A dispute arose at a 
card-table, in the middle of the day, between Bowie 
and a man named Black. The lie was given by 
Bowie to his opponent, and at the same moment 
dra\\ ing his knife, (which was a case one, with a 
blade about four inches long, such as the Ameri
cans ah .. ays carry in their pockets,) he challenged the 
man to fight, which was accepted, and 131ack hm·ing 
taken his scat opposite Bowie, at a small square 

('rnl·kl'll lwd hl'l'll in till' .\nlt'rirnn army. 
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table, the conflict began. It had Ia ted about twenty 
minutes, dming which rime both parties \\ere se
verely cut, when Bowie rose from the table, and 
with a desperate oath rushed upon his antagonist, 
who immediately fell dead at hi feet. The incon
venience felt by Bowie on this occasion, from the 
smallness of the knife, having called forth the exer
cise of his debauched and sanguinary mind, he 
invented a weapon which would enable him, to use 
his own words, cr to rip a man up right away." 
This task he accomplished during his exile in Texas, 
and which was the only legacy he could leave his 
young and adopted republic ; indeed, it is all she can 
show of her citizen, his body ha,·ing been burnt by 
the l\fexicans, and his ashes swept from the face of 
the earth by the passing winds. 

The real Bowie knife has a h\ o-edged blade, 
about nine inches long, slightly curved towards 
the point. and sufficiently thick in the back to 
serve as a chopper, in which way it is very formid
able, but not so much so as in thrusting; the blaue 
is covered with a sheath, and, when neatly got up, 
as some of them are, it forms a pretty ornament 
enough when peeping from under the corner of the 
waistcoat, or over the waistband of a pair of Texan 
trowsers. 

I need scarcely apologize to the reader for this 
digression, as the recoru of the fate of all such 
monsters is due to the lovers of humanity. 

On the 1st of March, I 36, the meeting of dele-
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gates to the General om·ention of T exas (appointed 
to meet at " 'a:shington, on the Brazos, on that 
day) took place ; and the peaceable settlers having 
left the country rather than take up arms against 
l\lexico, a majority (in which the T exan army, at 
the election of these delegates, must be included,) 
appeared in favour of indepen<.lence; and accord
ingly an uh olutc declaration of independence was 
ummimou::.l) passed, and General Sam. Houston 
appointed commander-in-chief of the Texan army. 

Houston commenced his military career with the 
folio'' ing Proclamation, "hich sho\\ s that all " the 
good people of Te\as" were not much disposed to 
lttke up arms. 

"AH~IY ORDER·. 

" Cuurr11l1u m/ 1/u/1, lr111M11gllm, ,1/arc/, 2, I H:J(). 

"\\ ar i~ raging on the frontier. lhjar is hl·bil'g!'d hy two 

thuu~and of the l'lll'my, umh·r the commnntl of (it·neml l:'iesmn. 

Hl inforn·ml·nts on· on the march to unile '' ith the besieging 

army. B) the la!lt n•port, our force in Bl•jar wus only one 

huntln·d und fifty men l>trong. 1'/,t citizf'n.~ of 1't.ras 11111st rally 

to I he aid of our army, or it" ill pcri~h. / ,t:l t/,c ritiz(ns of the cast 
march to the rom!Jat. The l'lll'lllY must U!' drin•n from our soi l, 

or desulatiun "ill aC'cnmpany their march upon u~. J ndl'}ll'ndl•ncc 

i~ dl•clarcd-it 1111111l be Maintained. Immediate action, united 

"ith \'alnur, alorw c:ln nchil'H' the grcnt work. The sen-ices of 

11/l nn· fortlm ith n·quired in the field. 

" Commander-in-chief of tlw Army. 
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"P.S. It is rumoured tbat the enemy nrc on their mnrch to 

Gonzales; and that they have entered the colonil·s. The fate of 

Bejar is unknown. The cotmtry MCST and ,thai/ be dtfended. 

The patriots of Texa$ are appealed to on behalf of their bleeding 

country. 
" . ll." 

The tense so repeatedly used by the commander
in-chief of the Texan army, will at once show the 
mood of the bulk of the people of T exas; but not
withstanding all the opposition shown by the rebels, 
still Santa Anna, as soon as he had taken the to\\ n 
of San Antonio, sent one of the Texan prisoners 
captured in the fort to General Houston with an 
autognph note, offering the Texans peace, and a 
general amnesty, if they would lay down their arms 
and submit to the central republican government 
of l\fexico; to which Houston replied, «True, sir, 
you have succeeded in killing some of our brave 
men, but the Texans are not yet whipped." 

On the receipt of this answer, Santa Anna 
marched out of San Antonio towards the Brazos, 
where he divided his troops into three divisions, 
giving the command of the left wing to General 
Filisola, who marched on to ·washington to disperse 
the convention, while General Cos commanded 
the 1igbt, and Santa Anna the centre, with which 
he crossed the Brazos, and pursued Houston, who 
was in full retreat, at the head of 1:300 men • towards , 
the eastern frontier of Texas. 

Houston, after a forced march of fifty-seven milc5, 

Sec Kennedy, p. 21 n, vol. I I. 



TilE SURPRI C AT SAN JACI ' TO. 107 

reached I [arrisburgh, a miserable little ,·illage 
situated on the " est bank of lluflhlo Bay, on t he 
1 th of April ; here he contemplated crossing, 
\\ ith a \ iew of making his escape to the United 

tates ; but in the cour~e of the night he rcceircd 
information that anta Anna had most improvi
dently dir ided his force, and finding that their 
numbers were nearly equal, and that it was quite 
impossible for Santa Anna to reccire any assistance 
either from the left or right wings of his army, 
IIou ton resoh·ed to engage him. 

On the morni ng of the lDLh, H ouston marched 
from Ilarrisburgh, where he left his baggage, and 
pursued his march as far as Clopper's Point, where 
he made a disposition to meet Santa Anna, wh ich 
is thus de cribcu by the .\1e.\.ican general in an offi
cial communication to his government :-

" Early on the murnin~,; of the l !Jth of April, I sl•nt Captain 

BarraJ.pn, '' ith some tlragllons, to n point on the L ) lll·hhur~h 

ru:ul, thrl·c IL·ngucs diNt.nnl from l\cw " ashinglon, in onk-r that 

he !ihould '' atch and communicate to llll', a~ spl'l'clily as possihh•, 

the arri\',ll of llnuston: und. on the :.!Oth, ntt•ight o'clock in the 

nwrning, he infurnwcl me that lluuston had just gut to J.ym·h

hurgh. I t \\as \lith thq,PTcatcst juy all till' intlilicluals hclnnging 

to the corps, then under my immcdiatl' ordas, IH·ard tlw lll'\\ s ; 

ant! they cuutinucd thl• mnrch, already lll'gun, in tlw hest spirit. 

".\ t my arrival, Houston ":ls in posses~ ion uf a wood on the 

mnrgm of Bayuu llnllillnc, which, at that point, t•mplics itself 

into tlw :-:;an J nrintu crl'l'k. 1/i.\ situaliu11 rc•nclcrrd it imlisprns- . 
11hlc to jigltl, nne! my troops nwnil'cstccl M> tnueh l'nlhu,iasm, 

that I inu!ll·chntl·l) lw~-:an till' hattie . l lou:.tun an~w,•n•cl our 
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firing, but refused to come out of the co1·cr of the wood. 

wished to draw him into a field of battle suill'tl to my purpose, 

and in consequence withdrew about one thousand ynnb distance, 

to an eminence affording a fiwournblc position, '' ith abundance 

of water on my view, a thick wood on my right, nnd a lnrgc 

plain on my left. Upon my executing tl1is movement, the 

enemy's fire increased, pnrt:iculnrly that of his artillery, by which 

captain Fernando Urrizn was wounded. About one hundred 

cavalry sallied out of the wood, nnd boldly attacked my escort, 

which was posted on the left, causing it to fall buck for a few 

moments, and wounding a dragoon. I commnntl~·tl two compa

nies of cazadores to attack them, and th~·y succeeded in repelling 

them into the wood. 

"It was now five in the e>ening, and our troop wanted n:st 

and refreshment, which I permitted them to t:tkc. Tlmlt wus the 

remainder of the day spent. "'\\'.., lay on our nnns all night, 

during which r occupied myself in poltting my forcel! to the be l 

advantage, and procuring the construction of a parapet to cover 

the position of our cannon. I bad posted thn:c companies in the 

wood on our right, the pcnnanent battulion of Matamoros 

formed our body of battle in the centre, and on our left wn~; 

placed the cannon, protected by the cnvnlry, and a column of 

select companies(de prcfercncia) wader the onil:ra of Lieutenant

Colonel Santiago Luclmo, which composed the resen·e. 

"On the 21st, at nine in the morning, General Cos arri1·cd 

with four hundred men belonging to the battalions of Aldama, 

Guerrero, Toluca, and Guadalaxara, having left one hundred 

men under the orders of Colonel l\lurimto Garcia, 11ith their 

loads in a swampy place, ncar llarriliburgh ; and these nc1·er 

joined me. I then saw that my order:; had been contravened; 

for I had asked five hundred select infantry, and they sent me 

raw recruits, who bad joined the anny at St. I-ouis P otosi 

and Satillo. I was highly displeased with this uct of disobedi

ence, and considered the new reinforcement a~ trifling, whereas l 

had before its arri1al <:ntertained well founded hopl'S of gaining 

some clceisir<: advantage u·ilh the new .nJccour, which !Mil to have 
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gire11 me tile supr:riurity of uumbrrs. I di!!poscu my~<clf, however, 

to tnkc nllmnt.tgc of the t:tvournhlc disposition which I pcrcl'ircd 

in our Rolcli~:rs on the nrriml of Gcncrnl Cos ; but the latter rc

pn·scntcd to nw, thnt hn\'ing made n forced march in order to 

rcnch my camp mrly, hb troop~ had m·ithcr entcn nor sll·pt 

during twenty-four hour~, nnd that '' ltilst the loads were com
ing on, it 11as indispt·nsahlc to !,"l''lnl some refreshment to the 

lloldiel'll. I consentt-d to it, but in order to keep a watch over 
the l'nl'my, tmtl protect the loads which were on the rond, I 

posted my l' cort in n fotvournhlc place, reinforcing it with thirty

two infantry, mounted on officl·rs' horses. I [artily one hour had 

1·lnpscd 1>incc that op•:ration, "hen General Cos heg~ed me, in the 

name of Don ~fi md .\ ~,•uirrc, the commander of the escort, that 

I would permit hi ol!li,·rs to water their horses, which had nut 

clnmk for t11cnty-fimr hours, -nnd let the m1·n tnkt• some refr,•sh

ment. Dl·ing moved by the piti.lble l(lnC in "hich this requc't 

\\U!I mndc, I con cnh•d, ('Ommanding at the time that Aguirre 

and hi~ men should return to occupy their position as soon as tlwy 
should have satisfied their ncc< ,sities; and his disobedience to 

tltis order ('oncurred to fi11·our the surprise which the enemy 
effected. 

"FN·ling myst•lf excl·cdingly fatigued from haYing spent the 

'~hole morning on horsl.'hnck, nnd the preceding night "ithout 
sleep, I lay down under the shade of ~ome trees, while tho sol
diers were Jlrcpnring tltcir meal. Calling Geneml Castrillon, 

who acted as major-gcm·rnl, I recommended him to he watchful, 

and to gi\'e me notice of the lealit mu1·cmcnt of the cnl•my, and 

also to infom1 me when the repa:~t of the soldi1•rs would he over, 
hccaulil.' it was urgent to net inn dccisi1·e manner. 

"I was in n deep sleep," continues Rant.'\ A nnn, "when I wns 

a11aken~d h) the firing and Mise; I ilnmediatt·ly J>l'rcl'in•cl we 

were nltnckcd, ancl hncl fallen into frightful disorder. The l'nt•my 

hacl surpri~t·d our nd nmce posts. One of their wings llnd dril en 

away tlw three companies (de prcfcrencia) posted in tl1e wood on 
our right, and frnm among the trees were now doing much 

execution with their rille.~. The rc11t of th1• Clll'lllY's infnutry 
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attacked us in front with two pieces of cannon, and their cavalry 

did the same on our left. 
"Although the mischief was already clone, I thought I could 

repnir it, and with that new sent the battalion of Aldnmn to 

reinforce the line of battle formed by that of :'\ Intnmoro~, and 

organized a column of attack under the order~ of Don ) lnnucl 

Cespedes, composed of the permanent battalion of Guerrero, nnd 

the piquets of Toluca and Guadalaxnra, which moved to tltc front 

with the company of Lieutenant-Colonel Luclmo, in order to 

check the ad,·ance of the enemy; but my efforts were vain. The 

line was abandoned by the two batt;ilions that were covering it ; 

and noh\;thstnnding the fire of our cannon, the two columns w,·r~.; 

thro'm into disorder, Colonel Ct p des being wounclccl, and 

Colonel Luelmo killed. General Castrillon, who ran to and Cro 

to re-establish order in our rank~, fdl mortally wounded; and 

the new recruits threw every thing into confusion, brc.'lkin~ their 

ranks, and prevcn"ting the veteran. from making usc of their 

arms, whilst the enemy wa.~ rapidly admncing with loud hur

rahs, and in a few minutes obtained a victory, which they could 

not, some hours before, even ha' c dreamed of. 

"All hopes being lost, and every one flying as fast as he could, 

I found myself in the greatest dang1·r, when a servant of my 
aide-de-camp, Colonel Don Juan llringas, ofi'cn•d me Jus hor:.c, 
and with the tenderest and most urging expressions insisted 

upon my riding off the field. I looked for my escort, and two 

dragoons, who were hurriedly saddling their hor~cs, told me that 

their officers and fellow-soldiers had all made their c'!cape. I 
remembered that General Filisola was only seventeen leagues off, 

and I took my direction towards him, darting through the cncmy·s 

ranks. They pursued me, and aflcr a ride of one lc~guc and 

a half, overlook me on the banks of a large crct-k, the hriclgc 

oYer which was burned by the enemy to retard our pursuit. I 
alighted from my horse, and with much difficulty succeeded in 

concealing myself in a thicket of dwarf pines. Night coming on, 

I escaped them, and the hope of reaching the army gave me 

strength. I crossed the crct:k with the wate r up to my breast, 
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nnd continued my route on foot. I found, in n hou~e which had 
been abandoned, some articles of clothing, which enabled me to 

l'ltnn~e my apparel. At elc\'cn o'clock, A-''·• while I \\OS cross

ing a large plain, my pur,..ucr~> o\·crtook me ag-ain. .'uch iii the 

hi~>tory of my capture. On account of Ill) chungc of apparel, 

ll11y did 1111t rlcogni?.c ml', and inquired \l!wthcr 1 hnd seen 

~hnln Ann1l Tu thi~. 1 answered, lhnt he hod m·ule his c:.COJ>C ; 

nnd thi:; UlhiiCr "an·d me from nssassinnlion, us I have since been 
gi\'(•f1 to undn t:uHl." 

This mwarnished account of the battle of 'an 
Jacinto, as gi,•en by anta Anna himself, I have 
selected in preference to many detailed by other 
pens, all of which are tainted with partiality and 
gros misrcpre ·entation ; while Houston's account 
of his first battle, that of an Jacinto, is nothing 
more than an extravagant outlay of martial wrath, 
that may be handed down to posterity among the 
archives of the illustrious Bombastes Purioso. 

Houston states in his despatch, dated an J a
cinto, April 25, l 3G, that the aggregate force of 
the T exans for the field numbered 783 ; whereas 
Houston, at the time he crossed the Colorado at 
Beason's ferry, had 1300 men under his com
mand ; and this was the T exan force engaged at 

an Jacinto (with the exception of about twenty 
men who deserted), while the Mexican force did 
not exceed 1 GOO men, composed of such materials 
as anta Anna describes. 

a.nla Anna's surprise fil1ed Filisola and Urrea (the 
latter having reached Columbia \Vest) with dismay. 
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On the 25th, Filisola made a retrograde movement, 
for the purpose of drawing Houston again into the 
heart of the country, where Filisola would certainly 
have engaged him; but on the 2 th, just a FiJi
sola had taken up a strong position on the an 
Bernard river, he received a despatch from anta 
Anna, informing him that he had signed an armis
tice with Houston, and that in order to save his 
(Santa Anna's) life, together with the lives of many 
worthy Mexicans, it would be necessary to comply 
with its conditions, therefore Filiso1a immediately 
despatched a courier to Houston, with the most 
solemn assurances that the compact between the 
T exan commander and anta Anna should be re

ligiously observed. 
The following is the treaty between Santa Anna 

and the T exans, as prepared by David G. Burnet, 
the first president, and by far the most talented man 
in Texas :-

"Articles of an Agreement made between his Excellency the 

General-in-chief of the anny of operations, President of the 
Mexican republic, Don Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna, for 
one party; and his Excellency the President. of the Republic nf 
Texas, l\Ir. David G. Burnet, for the other party. 

"ARTICLE 1. General Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna ngrccs 
not to take up arms, nor to influence tl1eir heing tnkcn up, 
against the people of Texas, during the actual strife of independ
ence. 

"ART. 2. Hostilities shall immediately cease, by sea and land, 
between the Mexican and Texan troop~. 



"AnT. 3. The )h•xican troops shall evacuate the territory of 

Texas, p:hsing to the other side of tl1c Rio Grande del Xorte. 

"ART. I. The Mexican army, in its retreat, shall not make 

u~c of the property of any person without their consent and 

just indemnification, taking article~ only necessary for their sub

sistenCl', when the owner should not be present ; nncl bending 

to the gcneml of the Texnn nrmy, or to the commissioners for 

the nrrnn~mcnt of Mtch matters, ad\'icc of the vnluc of tl1c pro

ptrty consumed, the place "here taken, and the name of t11e 
0\\nl'r, hltould it be known. 

"AnT. 5. That nil prhnte property, including cattle, hor·es, 

llf'!Jro slares, or pt·non. eontmctcd, of whatsocvl•r denomination, 

11hich may haH• hN·n tukcn hy n part of the ~lex.icun nm1y, or 

'' hic:h hnuld h:l\'e tnkL•n refuge in . aid army from thl• com
mencement of the Ia t inmsion, ~hnll be tctumt·d to the com

mander of the Tt·xnn force~, or to the person~ that should be 

nrmwd by the govcrnml nt of Texas in order to reCl'i\•c it. 

"AnT. G. The troop:. of both bclligl·rcnt nmtics shnll not lw 

plat'l·cl in contact; nnd for this aid the Tcxnn gl•nernlshall tllke 

t•arr that hct\lcen the two encampments n distance shull intcnl•ne 

of fi \'C ll'n~IICS til )cast. 

"AttT. 7. The )J(•xicnn nmty shall not dt'lny nny more in tlu~ir 

rnnn·h than is m·cessnry to take ofi' their hospitals, trains, &e., 

anrl pas!l the ri\'l'I'S, considering ns an infraction of thi~ agreement 

the dt·luy, \lhich, "ithoutjust moth·e~, should bl.' noted. 

"AnT. 8. Thi~ agrcl•ment shall bl' forwnrdNI hy spl.'rdy rx

prcs~ to Vicente Filisoln, EtL·ncntl of cli\il;ion, and to G!.'nernl T. 

J . Rusk, commander of the amty of Tc:-.as, that thl'Y mny 

remain hound ns fur us appertains to them, und Ul'ing mutually 

ngrccd, mny nrrnngc the sptedy und clue execution of the ~tipu

lation~. 

"AnT. 0. Thnt nil the Texan prisoner:~ at this timt• in the 

JlOIH'r of the )Jcxicnn army, or in that of any of tl1e authorities 

of the government of )lcxico, be immediately placed nt Jibl.'rty 

nnd pnsbporls gh en to them, so that they mny 1 cturn to 

1 
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their homes ; it being thr duly on thc part of the gon:mment of 

Texas also, to place at liberlJ n corresponding number of )[cx

ican prisoners of the same rank and ~tatl', n111l to tn·at the re

mainder of said :Mexican prisoners \1 ho mny remain in the po" cr 

of the go;ernment of Texas ,\ith all dul' humanity, charging the 

government of :Mexico for the expense:\ caustd in their behalf, 

wlH.'n any extra con>cnience should be nflimletl them. 

"AnT. lO. GenernlAntonioLopezclc SantaAnuashnll bcscnt 

toY ern Cmz as soon as may be thought proper. 

"And for its fulfilment antl conscquent cfii:c:ts, the contracting 

parties sign it by duplicate in the port of\' clasco, on the 1 Hh of 

May, 1836. 

"(Signed) ".\xTosro LoPEZ Dr \!o.TA AN:-" 
"D.H'ID G. Bt RN ET. 

"J. CoLLI,.,WORTH, ccrclury of t.ltl. 

"B.uTY ,T.\RDUIAN, Sccn•tary of Trt .1 ury. 

"P. W. GaA l'SO", Attorney Gcncml." 

This treaty, which was subsequently ratified by 
General Filisola, terminated the war of inclepen
uence, and the l\Iexicans commenced a retreat, 
followeu by a Texan force, to superintend the 
execution of the stipulations of the armistice. 

The march of Urrea's division through Texas, 
resembled the passage of an army of Cossacks 
more than a regular military force, while its 
retreat was attended with the greatest privations 
and hardships imaginable, and at the same time 
rivalling in fertility of incident the Hegira, or 
flight of Mahomet. 

The immense number of women "ho followed 
the Mexican army, were employcu as, and indeed 
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diminished the necessity of~ beasts of burden, to 
carry ofl' the spoil. E,•ery one of them, immedi
ately on getting what she or her u caro sposo" 
deemed a \'aluablc cargo, would return to Mata
moros, sometimes on horseback, sometimes in an 
0'.:-cart, but more frequently on foot, tottering 
under the lond she carried. 

To participate in these undertakings, many of 
the soldiers deserted, shaving their upper lip, and 
assuming female attire, the costume of the l\Iexi
can women, "hich admits of a shawl being drawn 
partly orer the face, greatly favouring the decep
tion. A hundred or more of tender couples so 
disguised made their way through the outposts, in 
the character of Jews returning from a rag fair, 
nnd each groaning under a ponderous load of 
trumpery. 

One man \\aS seen with a load of smoothing
irons, \ralking with as consequential an air, clastic 
Rtep, and joyful countenance, as though he had 
been carrying away all the riches of America; 
while his wife, at his side, was moaning and 
groaning under a prodigious burden of crockery
ware, consi ting exclusively of tea-pots, which were 
stmng together, and hung round the neck after the 
manner of a necklace. Another had seized upon 
two kegs of hog's-lard aml a box of candles, which 

he expected to sell for a high price at l\1 onterey, a 
town four hundred miles distant, and not\\'ith
standing lhc great solar heat of his native land. 

1 2 
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A fourth loaded his mule \\ith the mas i,·e lrgs of a 
billiard table, and put a parcel of empty bottles on 
the top to complete his prize, while he undertook 
to walk back to the city of Mexico, a distance of 
twelve hundred miles only. But the most laugh
able object of all, was a tall dragoon in woman's 
apparel, who carried on his back a large Y ankec 
clock, the weights of which were dangling down to 
the calfs of his legs, against "hich they thumped at 
every step he took; however, the clock kept time for 
some time as he went along. Vexed beyond all 
measure, the trooper kept swearing at the weights, 
but durst not throw them away, thinking them 
a most essential part of the wonderful machine of 
which he bad possessed himself, but not before he 
bad e:~:perienced some difficulty in believing that it 
was not supernatural. 

But these scenes, which caused much merriment, 
soon gave place to the horrors of a disastrous retreat, 
that would never have occulTed if Santa Anna had 
left the duties of the vanguard to Urrea, who had 
carried every thing before him; but Santa Anna was 
impatient to strike a decisive blow, and to get back 
to the capital, with the view, it has been said, to 
become dictator of l\Iexico ; however, as he did 
not attempt any such thing, and as a man must 
stand or fall by what he does, and not by what is 
said of him, I need not venture a conjecture on 
the subject. 

General Filisola, as soon as he had saved the 
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life of anta Anna, and his fellow-prisoners, by 
ratifying the treaty with the Texans, which he did, 
solely because the l\Iexican army was totally disor
ganised, and could not be brought to act on the 
offensive, offered to cede the command to any one 
whom the other chief: might elect, but all insisted 
on his keeping it: from that moment Ul'l'ea began 
to undermine him in his correspondence with the 
go,•ernment, and at last succeeded in obtaining his 
post. 

The retreat of the army was attended by every 
dismal circumstance that can be conceived : hunger 
nakeuness, 'iolent rains, and a complete destitution 
of spiritual succour for the sick and dying, a calamity 
more bitterly felt by a l\Iexican army than any thing 
else that could befal it. The generals had engrossed 
all the wagons and beasts of burden to convey their 
share of the plunder, so that much of the baggage 
necessary for the comfort of the troops was left 
behind; but it was more particularly at a place 
called the Atasquito that they su(I'ered the most. 
Here they were overtaken by dreadful cold rains, 
in the middle of a swamp, through which, with the 
utmost difJiculty, the progress of a day was about 
three mile·. llere there appeared no chance of 
extricating the artillery ; and the officers would 
have left it in the mire had it not been for the 
laudable exertions of Don Pedro de Ampudia, the 
commandant of that corps, who by his indefatigaule 
labours and resolution succeeded in extricati ng the 
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guns, and preventing the soldiers from breaking up 
the carriages, in order to get fire-wood to warm 
themseh'es. The vanguard commanded by General 
Urrea, preceded the main body by seven or eight 
days' march, and as they went along they gleaned 
every thing that had escaped them in the months of 
January and February; so that the main body could 
find nothing to relie-ve their necessary wants. 

In June, 1836, the Mexican army crossed the 
Rio Bravo, and Urrea took the supreme commanu, 
v;hile Filisola was obliged to repair to Mexico, lo 
take his trial for this retreat,- a retreat that 
closed the war, and from which the T exans date 
their independence de facto. 

From the date of the surprise at an Jacinto, 
up to the middle of this month, the Texans were 
busily employed in discussing the propriety of 
assassinating Santa Anna. Among these repub
licans, who would have the world believe that they 
are treading in the footsteps of the " mighty 
Romans," were to be seen groups of dwarfish 
1'\eroes, whilst a Yankee Brutus, by the exercise of 
that singulm· energy \\ hich is almost peculiar to a 
transatlantic centurion, would stifle the eloquence of 
young gentlemen from the state of l\laine, who had 
"heard of battles, and longed to follow to the field." 
In this discussion, the elements of each of these 
characters were fully developed, and it was not 
without considerable exertion on the pmt of their 
leaders, who were by no means sure at this moment 
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whether they were born to be drowned m the 
swamps of Texas, or hanged as rebels by the 
abused i\Iexicans, that anta Anna's life was 
saved. • ot\\ ithstanding that all the stipula
tions of the treaty between Santa Anna and 
Houston had been most rigidly observed by the 
Mexican generals, ( rrea. and Filisola,) yet Santa 
Anna\\ as treated" ith the greatest injustice by the 
Texans, until he entered the following protest 
against the abuse of the confidence placed in the 
Texan kndcr~ by hi generals, who would not haYe 
withdrawn their troop· from Texas, except to se
cure the life and liberty of the president. 

" 1 prntc t ngninst the violation of the faith engnged in the 

ngrlement mntlc bel\\C<'n me nnd the go,·emmcnt of T~xns, 

signed 1 lth of ;\lny ult., and eommcnc~d wrhally "ith the 

~;ctu:ral-in-chief of the nnny of Texas, nmuel H ouston, nnd 

1'. J. Hush, l'Crctnry of ''nr. 

" 1 'l. For lun·ing been trcnl~d more like nn ordinnry eriminnl 

thnn n prisoner of wnr, the hcnd of n respectable nntion, C\"Cn 

nfit·r the nr.,rrccments hncl hecn commenced. 

"2nd. For the trl'atment ns prisoner~ of wnr nnd ill usnge 

n·cei\"cd hy the ;\[cxicnn general, Adrian " 'ool, who h:ul comt• 

into the Tcxnn cnmp "ith n flag of tmcc, unth•r the snf~~\'\Hird 

unci word of honour of Gt·ncral H ouston, nnd "ith the consent 

of the munhers of thl· cabinet. 

" 3rd. A~rninst the non-fulfilment of the c•xchnngc of pri~ont•rs, 

!itipulntt'd in till' !Jth article, inasmuch n~, up to the present time, 

not 1.'\'l'n on~: :\1exicnn prbont•r of war hns ht•en Sl'l ntlibt•rty, 

notwitlu;landing the liberty gi,cn to oil the Tt•xnns in possession 

of the umt) unclt•r my c·ommnml. 

" It h. lh·can~c the ,,inc qw1 11011 of the 1Oth ttrlich•, :ts follows, 

hns not bt·<·n curried into l fli.~l'l; whic:h is, lhot I bhttll Ut' St'lll tn 
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Yera Cruz when the gowrnment shall dclm it 1 roper; \dtrrcns 

the president himself and the cabinet of Tcxa~. being conYinccd 

that I had punctually fuliilled all my engagements, viz., thnl the 

Mexican army, 4,000 strong, l>hould retreat from the pol>ition it 

occupied on the Brazos to beyond Rio Grande; that all the 

property should be gi'·en up, also the prisonrrs of "nr-ltnd 

detennined on my embarking in the Texan schooner of wnr, the 

Invincible, in which I finally clid embark on the 1st of June inst., 

after addressing a short farewell to the Tl'xans, whcrl'in 1 thanked 

them for their generous beha\iour, and offered my eternal gra

titude. 

"5th. For the act of violence committed on my person, and 

abuse to which I have been exposed, in compelling me to come 

again ashore, on the 4th inst., merely because 130 \'Oluntccrs, 

under the command of General Thomas J. Green, recently landed 

off the beach at Yelaseo from Xe:11 Orll'nns, had, \lith tumults 

and with threats, requested that my pel"'!on should be placed nt 
their disposal. 

"Finally. I protest against the 1iolcnce kept up townrds m<', 

by being placed in a narrow prison, surrounded by ~<'ntim•ls, and 

suffering privations which absolutely rendt'r life insuppor!ahll•, 

or tend to hasten dtalh; and finally, for being unnrtain in n•gttrd 

to my future fate, and that of the oUter pri~oncr~, not11 ithntund
ing a solemn treaty." 

To this protest the Texan president (Burnet) 
replied, stating that it was with profound mortifica
tion that he could not control popular excitement, 
which had constrained the government to deviate 
for a season from the terms of the treaty relative 
to his conveyance to Vera Cruz. And lastly, that 
the privations as alleged by Santa Anna, were those 
to which the government of Texas itself was 
exposed. 
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However~ after much nasal vociferations on the 
part of the orators, it wac; agreed that anta Anna 
should be sent to 'Vashington, in the nited tales, 
in the custody of three commissioners, the Texans 
having pre,·iously exacted a solemn pledge from 

anta Anna that he would use all his moral and 
political influence in bringing about the recognition 
of the inc.lependence of Texas by l\Iexico. 

The l\Iexican government and general congress 
disavo" e<.l all the acts of anta Anna while a pri
soner, in "hich situation he had no right to exercise 
the functions he assumed in the conYention with 
Houston for the retreat of the 1\Iexican army. 
And General Filisola, upon the well known princi
ple that a priso!ler folfeils all command, was put 
upon his trial for having obeyed the injunctions of 
• anta Anna which accompanied that convention. 

anta Annn, "hile commanding the troops, could 
not constitutionally act as president of the republic; 
and upon receiving that command the vice-president 
took his place. anta Anna's presidential attributes, 
theref.Jre, remained in abeyance, and the Texans 
who exacted from him the above-mentioned pledge, 
ought to have been aware of its nullity. 



CHAPTE R IV. 

The miraculous Success of the Tex:ms-Frirmlly Disposition of 
:Mexico towards her Colonists-Enormous l ndl•ntnity de
manded by the Texans for suppos~:d Wrongs-Trial by Jury
Mr. Secretary Forsyth's Correspondence "ith the ~Icxican 
:Ministers-Capture of :\fexican Yesscls by the Unitl•d. bites
Blockade of :\Iexko by the Fn:nch-Dcfcat of the French by 

the )lexicans-~Iex.ican State'men-G~ neral Characteristics of 
the )fex:ican Xation-)Ir. Kennedy'~ Picture of Texas in I :JG 
- Proposed Annexation of Texn to the United St •t• s-.\ nti-

·ational Scheme-Admiral Baudin at Tampico and Gahc,ton 

-Acts of the )lexican Conzrcs relating to British Creditors 
-Boundaries and )laps of Texas-Convention between Eng-
land and Texas-Friendly Disposition of Mexico tu\\ards 

England-High Tariff the sahation of :\il'xico-Thc Federal
ists defeated by Aristn-Thc New Rl·public of Rio Grande

Canales at Austin and Galveston-The Texans join in nn at
tempt to revolutionize :\Iexico-Totul failure of the Scheme

Canales' Convention with Reyes. 

THE miraculous success of the T exans seemed to 
embarrass them more than a complete defeat bein,. , 0 

convinced, as every reader of these pages must be, 
that they had no just cause of rebellion. That they 
had suffered neither in person nor property, and 
yet they demanded the most enormous indemnity 
ever yet sought by any race of men ; that they 
had, in short, no territorial rights to be violated, 
and yet they claimed the sovereignty of a territory 
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nearly as large as that of the whole of France; and 
'" hich has been recognil:ied by foreign powers on 
the erroneous assumption that Texas was an inde
pendent republic de facto. In order to sustain 
these assertions, I "ill a rail myself of information 
gh en to the British public, by a <<Mexican mer
chant" of the highest respectability. 

•• F rom 11 hat I hnvc cndca\·ourcd to sl10w in the preceding 

pagl'!<,• the rrmlcr ''ill percci1·c that no justification whatever of 

the rebellion of 1\·xn~ can be ought for in the conduct of ;\lcxico 

tolltLrtls her coloni ts; thl• Texans, or rather the AnH:rimn land 

speculators, lll'Tl' <.o clt•nrly the aggrc-sors, that Wl·re the )h·xi

cans to rcconqurr the country nnd appropriate her own lands 

afr~ h, no notion could interfere, 11 ith any shadow of right, and 

much Icc would it become Lord Palmcrliton to interpose the 

mnliuting inflncnc\j of hrr ;\lojcsty's government, unless upon 

the basis of J liH,OOO,OOOl. of territory detachl·d from ~[cxico, to 

he cmnpensatcd for; lli8,000,000/. of territory f:,'11ined hy the 

A mt•riran adwnturers, most of them pcnnyle~s fil't· ) cars ago, to 

he act•ounted fur; nne! 3a, ;.;o,ooo/. of Janel~ mortgaged to British 

suhjt·cts by the :\lex.icnn govcnuncnt in 18:li, in thr full right of 

her IIU\'Crl·ignty, to lw bl'CUrl·tl. 

"These nrc the importnnt intrrests that n·quirc to be proYidcd 

for in any trl.'aty for the nckno\\ leclgnwnt of T exan indcpcnclencc 

by )fc..xicu. If the Texnns expect that the \l cxicnn congre~s 

11 ill eYn thro\\ 1111 ay lnncl to the mlue of ICiH,OOO,OOOl. without 

nn ath•quato comJwn•mtiun, they will find thrmst•ht•s gn·atly mis

taken ; anti tlll'y 11 ill he ~till more mbtaken if tlll'y think thnt 

Lord P nlmt•rston, btl jn<.tly n·no11 ned fur his tn:ntics, will n<.'go

t:iate upon so partial anti unju~t n bn:::is, gil'illg away l.i,OOO,OOO 

• The authur I nm quoting allmlcs to his work railed " TL•xas 

and \1 t•xit•n,'' hy .1 ~llxiean nll'rclumt, published by i\lcssn;. 

Smith and Elder. 
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of acres of land belonging to his own countrymen, nnd who 
have a title to it vastly preferable to tl1nt of the Tl'Xans, inas

much as they baYe paid )Ie:Uco upwards of 1 O,OOO,OOOl. between 

principal and interest, as a consideration for 1.3,000,000 acre. ; 

whereas the Texans, for the whole 221,000,000 acres, never paid 

one-thousandth part of the amount, even including the 30,000 

dollar job." 

Here, then, we find that the T exans, amounting 
in all to about 15,000 souls at the time they de
clared their independence, demand of Mexico by 
way of indemnity for the Mexican nation, or, as 
the Texans have it, anta Anna's daring to change 
the system of government from federal to central, 
the exorbitant sum of 168,000,000/. : to justify this, 
is the declaration of the independence of " the good 
people of Texas,"* dated l\Iarch 2, 1 36, which 
was drawn up by their soi-disant representatives 
" in convention assembled," and accompanied by 
the following list of supposed grievances :-

" 1st. That the )lexican government had induced them to 

colonise Texas under tbe faith of n written constitution, by \·irtue 

of which they were to enjoy the same institutions they had been 

accustomed to in their own country ( U nitcd tales) :f but that 

the Mexican nation, baYing changed that federal constitution, (to 
central republican,) they had no other alternative but to abandon 

their homes, acquired \\;tll so much pain, or to submit to a 

military and religious despotism. 

• Vide Appendix. 

t As these institutions arc state and federal, democratic repub
lican, I must again beg of the reader to bear in mind the conrluc·t 

of the Texans during tbe reign of federalism. 
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" 2nd. Thnt tlll'ir interests hnd constantly suffered from a 

partial nncl jealous le~o,'islntion, imposccl upon them by n hostile 

majority, in n forcij.,'ll lnngunge, nnd at n grea t distance from their 
home:~. 

" 3rd. That tlll'ir rrpublicnn constitution (which perpetuntrcl 

bliiHI) nnd denied the negro nny religious rights, nncl which they, 

the Tcxnn~, hnd pr~·pnrcd for Texas as n separate state) had 
been n•jectcd by th~· :\lexicons. 

" llh. That Au tin hnd been imprisoned for the support he 

gave in Mexico to their application to congress to declare Texns 
n . epnrntc tnll'. 

" .')th. That trial by jury wns denied to them. 

" lith. Thnt thl! rights of man had been trampled on, and 

milital')· despotism cxulkcl to cmsh civil liberty. 

" ith. Th:ll thl'Y hncl not been allowed to enrl'i e thtir 
rdigion . 

" Hth. Thnt gon•mment required thnt several of their fellow 

citizens should be delin:rctl up, troops lun·ing been sent to arrest 
th~·m, nntl tnke them away. 

"!lth. That their commerce hns been exposed lo \·iolence 

nnd privntinns, foreigners having heen au thorized to take posses

sion of their ~hips and convey the property of their fellow eiti

Zl'ns to distant ports, there lo be confiscated." 

uch were the inconsistent, and indeed false 
grieYances of the T exans, on which the following 
observations appeared in the L ondon newspaper , 

and which I gi\'e on the manuscript authority of 
their author : 

" I st. That the rolonists were ndmiltcd into Texas on the 

fnitl1 of the lnw of the lth of .Tanunry, 1 A2:3, enncted under the 

monnrchical guvernnwnt of J lnrbidc, nnd not under the faith of n 

fcdl•ral repnhlican constitution. 
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"2nd. That the trial by jur) was rdn,t•d to thl'lll hl•can~e 

Tex:ts, 11ot being a separate state during the federal cor1stiluliou, 

but forming only part of the state of Coahuila, unles" the legis

lature of this state adopted lhe trial by jury for the whole :.tatc, 

the Texans could not be fu\"ourcd with it. 
"3rd. That the said law of January I, 1 !12:3, nncl other po -

terior laws, established as a neccs,ary condition that the colony 

should be Roman Catholics, simply bccausr it wns the uni\·ersal 

religion of ~Iexico, and therefor<', to nvoitl religiou~ umwls, the 
Mexican go>cmment was justified in not nllowin~ the public 

exercise of any other religion; but, indrprndcnt of this, the only 

thing prohibited to them was the erection of tempi( · of pnhlit• 

worship, otherwise they have never bl·en moleste-d on account of 

their religious tenets; and morconr, in the year l l:i:J 1, a law \\as 

passed by Congress for the protection of persons of all reli~:,rious 

denominations. 

"4th. That the Texans rcquind by the go\·ernment to be gi\·en 

up were the promoters of the riot" of 1835, nnd surely go\'crn

mcnt had a right to seize them by force, as any other country 

would have done, if they were not dclh·ercd up. 

"5th. That their commrrce was never other than an uninter

rupted series of smuggling transaction,, und the ~lexican go

\'emment did perfectly right in sending crui::crs to put nn end 

to sucl1 scandalous transactions. These nrc, no duubt, ' thes<' 

foreigners,' as the Texans call them, nuthurisetl to take thl• 

property of their fellol"-citizen~ tn distant ports, there to he 
confiscated." 

The foregoing remarks, and the circumstances 
attending the colonization of Texas, already alluded 
to, will enable the reader duly to appreciate the 
justice of the complaints of the colonists. It is 
therefore easy to percci,·e that these complaints arc 
but a miserable pretext to l1idc the real motive of 
the Texan insurrection. Indeed, the colonists would 
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never have thought of taking arms against 1\Icxico 
had they not been urged to it by their countrymen, 
the North Americans of the southern states, whose 
ambition to possess that portion of the }.lexican 
territory, \\ hich is much larger than any one of the 
states "hich compose their union, cannot be a mat
ter of doubt. '' Let us excite the Texans to revA>lt
let us ne-xt aid them to declare their independence 
of 1\Iexico-and lastly, let us prevail upon them 
loudly to proclaim their free will to be incorporated 
with the J. rorth American tates." uch is, and such 
has been, the only object of the Anglo-.\ rnericans; 
and now it remain.; to be seen what part will be 
taken by the go' ernment and people of the United 

tates to secure these objects. 
It is a well-known principle of the law of nations, 

that a go\·ernment cannot allow subjects or citizens 
Jiving under it, to perform acts of hostility against 
another nation with "hich it is at peace. All 
these nets arc considered as acts of piracy, and 
punished as such. In spite of this, the American 
government sullcred its citizens to indulge in all 
sorts of hostilities against l\lexico. Public sub
scriptions were opened at New Orleans, and other 
towns, for the benefit of the Texans-the public 
papers announced, day after day, the sailing of ves
sels from the American ports, '~ith arms, ammuni
tion, and men, to the assistance of the Texans. 
Nay, an expedition took place from New Orleans, 
in November, 1835, publicly prepared in that port, 
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which proceeded to Tampico, took posses ion of the 
fort at the bar, and attacked the town called anta 
Anna de Tamaulipas. The inmdcrs were repulsed 
"ith great loss, and the survivors obliged to seck 
safety in flight. This was not all. I n July, 1 35, 
the troops under the command of the American 
general, Gaines, entered the i\Iexican territory, and 
occupied the town of Nacogdoches, under pretext 
that it was necessary to keep in awe certain tribes 
of Indians, who were stated to have perpetrated two 
murders, and committed other acts of violence, at 
Navasola. This town is in Texas, twenty-nine miles 
west of Nacogdoches, and since the American go
vernment felt bound to protect the inhabitants of 
Na,·asola, it seems that it already con idercd Texas 
as a part of its territory. 

While the American land forces were busy in 
occupying l\Iexican frontier towns, an American 
ship, assisted by a Texan steamer, captured the 
1\Iexican war schooner Cor reo on the 1st of cplem
ber, 1835, because, in fulfilment of her duty, she 
strove to check the contraband trade on the Mexi
can coast. The commander and officers were de
prived of their baggage and papers, sent with the 
vessel to New Orleans, there to be tried on a charge 
of piracy, and set at liberty before any sentence was 
passed on them, but \\ ithout receiving satisfaction 
or indemnity, on the plea that their comrnission 
from the Mexican government was not sufTlciently 
proved. After the loss of their papers, they a.p-
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pealed to the Mexican consul to certify their legi
timacy. The consul lost no time in doing so; but. 
it was of no a\'ail. 

The culpable toleration of the United tates Go
vernment in regard to hostilities practised by Ameri
cans against i\Iexico-the occupation of her territory 
by General Gaines, and the capture of the Correo, were 
objects surely important enough for explanation and 
satisfaction. Accordingly an Envoy Extraordinary 
was sent to " ' ashington about the month of Febru
ary, 1836, by the :\Iexican go\·emment, to expos
tulate on these matters; but, during the pace of 
eight months, and in spite of the envoy's efforts, 
not a single word of satisfaction could be elicited 
from the American government. The most precise 
answer that could be got from :\[r. Sec. Forsyth on 
the subject of the occupation of the Mexican terri
tory was, "that Government had not given instruc
tions to General Gaines to go a far as acogdochcs, 
but had, on the other hand, recomm<>nded him not 
to go beyond the said town." 

ndcr these circum tancc the l\Icxican envoy 
considered his mi sion at an end, a ked for his 
passport, and prepared to return to his country; 
but previous to leaving the United ~ tales he pub
lished his correspondence with the American go

vernment. 
It is this publication which has given so much 

olfence to Mr. Forsyth, and has formed the last 
of one of those interminable cotnmunicalions 

I{ 
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from the American government to the congress, in 
which transatlantic diplomati ts arc ever wont to 
indulge. Howe\er, admitting that such publication, 
so long as the author remained in the country en
joying his diplomatic functions (although he had 
declared his mission at an end) be contrary to 
diplomatic usage, yet this is but matter of form, 
and surely not enough, in the present age, about 
which to shed human blood. 

It may be said, that if the nature of the cor
respondence published had been such as to reflect 
honour on his government, l\Ir. Forsyth "ould 
not have been so susceptible on the score of diplo
matic form. Had the ~Iexican em·oy deferred his 
publication until after his arri\·al in his own coun
try, l\lr. Forsyth would have been deprived of 
one of the grandest subjects of complaint against 
Mexico. 

The case of the Mexican brig-of-war, U1-rea, has 
not been properly explained by Mr. Forsyth. 
It is as follows. The l\lexican cruisers captured 
on the coast of Texas several American ships laden 
with arms, ammunition, and other implements of 
war, which were destined for the insurgents of that 
province ; this among nations is called cc war con
traband." These vessels were sent to Matamoros 
according to articles 18 and 20 of the treaty 
of ] 831. The United States corvette, Natchez, 
retook one of these vessels on the 1 Gth of April, 
1837, whilst she was at anchor in the Brazos de 
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antiago, and what is more, fought and captured, 
in spite of peace and friendship between both coun
tries, the Urrea, which was al o at the same port. 

ow, although it may be true that the vessels were 
not comprised in the second part of the said article, 
(20th of the treaty,) as it was acknowledged by 
the .Mexican government, is it to be tolerated, that 
the comrnanders of ships of war shall, of their 
own accord, commit hostilities in order to obtain 
satisfaction for infractions of the treaty which in 
their opinion may have taken place ? Are all the 
officers of the rnitcd tatcs as much authorized as 
the government to make repri als? 

Let the grie,·ances alluded to in l\Ir. Forsyth's 
report against ~Iexico, nay, let the whole list 
of fifty-sm·en complaints be produced by his ex
cellency, and let them all be compared to one only 
that l\Iexico can bring against the United States. 
The world will pronounce its verdict, and this ,·erdict 
is earnestly solicited, as it has been proved that the 
Texans had not the slightest cause to revolt again t 
their adopted country-that they had merely been 
the abject instruments of American ambition
that the American go,·ernment has seconded this 
ambition \\ith all its might, though at the same 
time professing to maintain feelings of the tentlere t 

love for l\fexico-that that government had no 
rr.asonable cause to declare war against the Mcxi
cans-and finally, that its only object for bringing 
on a war was to remove obstacles which peacc with 

K 2 
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Me:\ico would ha,·e opposed to the annexation of 
T exas to the United tate . tt T exas," to u e l\lr. 
Forsyth's own expression, u must ju lly or un
justly, by hook or by crook, become part of our 
country, for we have been longing for it these fifty 
years." If Mr. Forsyth had written the e words to 
congress, he would have been 1e s diplomatic, bul 
he would have been more sincere. H owever, T e:\a 
does not yet belong to the United tatcs ! 

" 'bile this correspondence was pending between 
the United States and the republic of l\Iex ico, the 
latter was making preparations to retrie,·e the sur
prise at San J acinto, from which she \\M, howe\·er, 
diverted by the unjustifiable blockade of her shores 
by the French, from the 1 Gth of April, 1 3 , to the 
9th of 1\Jarch, 1839. The object of the blockade wa 
to obtain from Mexico an indemnity of 600,000 
dollars to make good the losses sustained by the 
French residents in :\Iexico during the war of in
dependence, which the :\Iexican government mel 
by stating they were "a nation always agitated by 
revolutions: as such suffered all the consequences 
of a state of revolution, popular tumults, robberies, 
plunderings, assassinations, unjust devices ;'' and 
since they were obliged to suffer all these eYils, 
"we consider that the foreigners who may be in 
our country must suffer like ourselves, without a 
chance of redress or compensation :" and further, 
"that all foreigners who have anived in Mexico 
since the war of independence well knew that the 
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country ''a!, in a tlisturbed stale; wherefore all such 

foreigners ha,·e their eyes open, and of their own 

accord and free will chosen to come into the coun

try and take the consequences of such a disturbed 

state of affairs, consequently they have only them

selves to blame, and hnYe no right whate,·er to 

complain on account of their sufferings :" and "that 

lhc J\fe\.ican go,•ernment therefore did not conceive 

itself bound to indemnify the French residents in 

l\Icxico for the los c and miseries they sustained in 

consequence of the rc,·olutionary disturbances which 

in past years h;wc occurred, and that if it was obliga
tory on the government to indemnify fo.rcigners for 

all the e xactions and expenses they have endured, 

all the tre.tsures of the republic woultl not suflice." 

Thus commenced the notable conference at 

Jal.tpa between the :\Ie~ican minister and Admiral 

Baudin, plenipotentiary of France, which led to a 

long correspondence, that has been translated and 

published in England. The following is a copy of 
the final answer of the ;\[cx icnn Minister for Foreign 

Alfairs lo Admiral Baudin's demands, dated .Jalapa, 

2Gth 1ovember, 1 3S :-

" The undcr~ignrd has the hononr to transmit to his Excellency 

the plenipotentiary of Franet•, the n·ply, as promised in his 

nute of the 20th instant, dt•li' en•d a few hours lll'forc hi:; E'\ccl

lcnt·y ll•ft thb city for the anchorage of Hacrificios. 

"With \'cry painful f~·l·lings, the undersigned hns n•ad the 

dispatch of ~ I . B.mdin, d:llcd the 21st, wherein, after apprizing 
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hlm that he would await for an answer until the 27th in tnnt, 

stntes that if the com·enlion then sent ;;hould not be fully and 

completely satisfactory to France, which would not be the cnse 

unless it was drawn up in the \'Cry tem1s dictntcd by hls Ex.ccl

]ency, hostilities would begin immediately. This announce

ment has served to confirm the opinion previously entertained by 

the undersigned, that )!. Bnudin's manner of carrying out the 

mission entrusted to his charge, was rather cllifercnt from the 

character ostensibly given to it. The full powers 11 herewith his 

) l ajesty bas been pleased to accredit his Excellency as plenipo

tentiary to the government of the republic, breathe nothing but 

the most friendly sentiments of peace and good-will ; thi-; wns 

what chlefiy induced the unden:igncd not to throw any obstncle 

in the way of this negotiation, to make a journey to this city to 

confer with :ll~ Baud.in in the formal and regular manner cus
tomary in similar transactions. Bearing the credentials of the 

King of the French, and coming in the character of a pacific diplo

matist, as the plenipotentiary of his )fnjesty, the under.;igned 

was nothing less than astonished at hearing his Exc(•llcncy de

clare that he only consented to leave his squadron out of deference 
to the ) Iexican government. As little can he comprehend how 

the rear-admiral can have supposed such an important negotiation 

could be concluded in three days, much less that it could be 

carried on with his Excellency at acrificios, when presenting 
himself in a character ,·cry different from that in which the 

government of his Majesty had announced him to that of the 
.republic. 

"Nevertheless, the under;,igned will not eontrn<lict his o1vn 

feelings, nor the conduct whlcb he has hitherto observed through

out the discussion of this serious question, which now appears 

likely soon to be decided; remembering also the considerations 

due to humanity and civilization, the undersigned desires not to 

dwell upon the points of form and etiquette conncctc<l with the 

conferences and correspondence heltl with M. Batulin, and there

fore proceeds at once to present to his Excellency, in the accom-
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pan) ing plan, tlw t;nal t·omlitions \\ hich the Mt•xican govcrn

nlent l'<msidcrs r~·concile,,b\c '' ith the intercslll and honour of 

both countrie). 
" 1\ is Excellency \\ill ca ily pt•rcci,·e that it i11 liuhstantially 

till' same \\ith tht• plan prt'\ iously proposed, although \lith sumc 

\'ari,ltions and modifications, not unfrequent in the nrraugement 

of this dt• cription uf treaties. Before proYing to his Excellency 

that in the ncc•Jmpan) ing plan en-ry reasonable eonce:.sion is 

made compatible \\ ith the honour of the republic, nnd ,thut his 

:'l [ajl' ty ought not to in~i..t upon more, he proposes to stnle 

hridly that the \;t t plan pre cntt.'d by hi!! Excellency is in some 

of it~ nrticl~ irrcle' .mt to the <JUe:.tions in dispute, and nothing 

rc:.pcctful to the .\lexicnn government. 

" lt i:1 stipulntt•d by the l sl article that until n definitive treaty 

ahall hnHl settled tlw political nnd <'Ommcreial rdation between 

the two countries, they sbnll be rcb•ulatcd by the declarations of 

l H:H, (forgcttin~-t th:\t these dcclnrntiuns were neHr ratified by 

the \l cxican ~owrnmcnt, nnd rduscd by the t•onbrress,) particu

lar!) a!l rcf1•rs tn the ith, 9th, and 11 th artides. The undcr

~igned considt·rs it would be "holly out of place here to di~cuss 

the t•onditions eont.aint•cl in the,c dt•clnrntions, hut he cannot 

a\'lli!lt·laiming the :•tlt·ntinn of his Excellency to till' incoll\·e

nit•m·e uf Inking these deelnrations as the basis "hereon to con

~trul'l rl treaty, tlwy thcmsL•hcs having been solemnly disnpprovt•d 

by the highest nuthoritics of till' republic. On the other hand, 

the under igncd consider:. that hy the ninth article of the accom

panying run\entinn :.imilar guaruntccs to tho~e etmtaincd in the 

dL·t·lar.ltiuns nn• sl·eur~·d to the Frt-nch re:.idents, and in 11 m.umcr 

mm·h more bllill'd tn thi transaction. 

" Fur if hy this artide Fn·nch citizens, consuls, and diplomatic 

ngt•nh, arc to he placed upon the footinf.( of the mobl fi1vourcd 

natiun until a definitin• treaty be arrangL•d, \\ hal mon• sntisfi1ctory 

regulation t'an he clc\iscd undLr present eireumstance~o ?-E n•n 

this elnusc is altngl'lhcr forl'ign to thL• quc~tiun, as \ 1. Daudin is 

no doullt pNfL·ctl) wt•ll rt\\arc, but in ordl'T thallht• frit'lHlly in

tt•ntions uf thl' ~h·:-. ican government should not fur a moment 
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be doubted, the undersigned from the beginning hastened to 

include it in the preliminaries. Therefore, it appenrs to thl• 

undersigned more expedient that M. Bamlin dc~>ilits from the first 
article of his proposed convention, and instead thereof consent to 

introduce th:~t proposed by the unde~igncd, which is pcrhnps 

more extensil·e and certainly more agreeable to the nationnl 

wish, seeing that it is grounded upon treaties nlrcndy mtificd nnd 
agreed to with other nations. 

"But if the undersigned experiences serious difrlculties in 

adopting the 1st article of the proposed convention, he is bound 

to stnte candidly that to the 2nd be must totnlly dissent. Iu 

this it is stated that the forthcoming definitive treaty is to be based 

upon the declarations of 182i, and more c:,pccially upon the. 

7th, 9th, and 11 th articles already mentioned. 'uch n stipula

tion wonld gi>e to the present arrangement the appearance least 

likely to conciliate the reciprocnl interests of the l\\O countrie ; 

for to the world it would seem as a coerch·c measure, brought 

about by intimidation ; the nn>al forces of Frnncc being em

ployed to compel the republic to treat upon conditions already 

laid down, as based upon an agreement which, as hn' been shown 
already, was not, and is not sanctioned by the general congress. 

And it is more particularly now the duty of the undersigned not 

to give the least occasion for unfavourable conclusions, since !\I. 
Boudin baring left to join his squadron, numerous incidents in

dicate the approach of hostilities. The ~[exican government 

cannot understand that his :\Iajesty would wish to exact as the 
conditions of intercourse between the two countries, better aud 

more favourable terms than those stipulated for with other na

tions. The undersigned cannot believe that buch i3 the intention 
of his Majesty or of hls plenipotentiary, and will proceed to make 

a frank and clear explanation upon the subject of most import

ance and interebt in the opinion of hls Excellency M. Baudin, 

which be has modified sc,·cral times in the different plans pre

sented, and finally has merged in tl1c provisioual dcclarnlions of 

1827. The undersigned alludes to the retail trade exercised by 
the French residents in the republic. 
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" The undcrsij,rrtcd hns nlrcady mentioned to :\I. Daudin, that 

thi!l subject having nothing whatc\·cr to do with the differences 

in dispull'1 shoultl never ha\'c been brought forward. Like other 

foreigners the Fn•nch exercise a retail trade, nnd up to tltc 

prcst nt complnin not either of bad treatment or want of protec

tion. Xcither the go\lcmment nor congress nrc tltinking of 

restricting or prohibiting this description of trndc to foreibrrters, 

nnd the fl·ars excitl•d nmong~>t ~orne have no other foundation or 

origin tl1tm the present differences. Wlll'ncl'cr it shall be found 

ncces. ary to adopt n measure of this dl•scription, [which ncconling 

to the Dth nrtidl· of the convention (XXXI.) cannot be confined 

to the F rcm·h nlone,] the utmo:.t ddicacy will be observed, and 

cnry principll• of the trictc t equity nnd justice adhered to, so 

a not to gin- thl· slighte t ground of complaint to the gon-rn

ment of his )fnjesty nor to that of any other powl·r. The 

guarnntn•s \\ hich ~[. lbudin desires to obtain with the tll·chrn

tionll of 1 H27 nrc not b'l'cnter tl1an tho e stipulated b) other 

tn•ati1•s. The untlct'lligned declnres that existing diflcn·nccs 

being settled bcLwel'll the two countric!l, it will be t•nsy to come 

to an arrnngl'ml·nt on this point, \\ hich "ill br ngrccnhlc It> the 

F rench cabinet, cause no detriment to the righlll of the republic, 

ancl h) changr of circumstances be conformable to the nutional 

wi.,h. I l is Excellency the rrcnch plcnipotcntinry cnnnot fail to 

gi,·e due \\eight to the rcmnrks of the under:;igncd on thi · l!l'nd, 

which in point of fur t mny be comprised in the obscrmtion thut 

lusting nnd frit·ntlly relations bcl\\cen the two countril·s nrc more 

lll'rurely nnd firmly baed upon reciprocity of intcnsts nnd good 

oflicc,, thnn on o.rrangcnll'nts which partake more or kss of the 

influt'IH'C uf pa ing nnd tcmpomry circumsl;mce~. From the 

above uhs1·n·ations it mny be deduced that the Dth article of the 

prcs,•nl nbrrt·ement is the mosl suitable for maintaining prt•scnl 

rdation'l bt·t\\Ccn F mncc and ~texico, bcsidt•s being sure of 

appro \'al in the ::\Jexicnn congn:ss, being hnst•d t•ntirely upon 

tn:atics uln·acly sanctioned and ratified . 

"The 3rd article of the plnn proposed by ~1. Bnudin, is in 

11uh~tnnt·e the hame as th1• 7th of that now proposl'd, but the 
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language of the latter is perhaps more consonant to the considcrn

tions justly due to the :\Iexican government. Wlterdore the 

1mdersigned bas made a few trill.in~ '.triations, such as substi

tuting for the phrase, ' debts trhtreof the justice has been recog

nised,' that of' recognised debts,' "hich expresses the same idea. 
"The 4th article of M. Daudin's plan, relating to the payment 

of the indemnity claimed, differs from tl1c 2nd article of the ac
companying con;ention, in the sum stated, in the period when 

payable, and very particularly so in the terms in which it is 

drn'rn up. On this subject the :\fexican govcmment, obeying 

the frank and disinterested chamctcr of the nation, de ired the 

undersigned to exercise the utmost latitude in money matters. 

H is Excellency :.\I. B:mdin cannot but admit, that \\lwncvcr the 

subject of pecuniary claims was brought for"ard, not only was 

the most favourable disposition to satisfy them constnntly mani

fested, but that the undersigned even waved any lengthy di'!
cussion on the subject, whether as it related to the amount claimed, 

or to the unfair application ofthe principles on '' hich the demand 
was sustained. Even now the undersigned will touch hut lightly 

upon these topics; on the total want of rc,·i~cd accounts of the 

different claimants; of the inaccuracy of many that hove been 

presented ; of the singular freedom of fixing at once the sum of 

600,000 dollars : and, finally, of the strange chttractcr of the 

greater part of these claims. But to enter upon any dl'lailcd 

examination of these different poinb, woulcl lle opposed to the 

sentiments of conciliation, "hich the undt·rsigncd wishes to per

vade tlte whole of this communication . NeverthclcRs he cannot, 

ought not, to pass over in silence the fact, that the gowmmenl 

of the republic has not wL~hed to ri k a rupture between the 

two countries for the sake of 600,000 dollars; that it hn~ rcnwm

bered what was due to the intcrc. t~ of pence and humanity, as 

much as to the mercantile and political relations with other 

powers, and above all, that in this particular it could yield with 

a good grace, without being wanting to its name or dignity. 

Such, however, is not the case with the sum of 200,000 dollars 

claimed for the costs of the French expedition; because the 
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:,\lcxic:m cabinet h:ning done its utmost to avoid a quarrel, can

not be rc pon~iblc (and this the undcn.igned protc:;tcd in his 

ll•ttcr of the: 30th of ~[arch lnst), neither for tl1e cxpcn cs nor 

nny other evils contingent upon the rupture between France nnd 

\!cxico. Tiu! :\lexicon government appointed n minister to the 
court of his )f 1jc ty, who was neither receh·ed nor li. tenecl to 

until nfkr the orders were gi,·cn for dispatching the nnml forces 

for blockading the )[cxic.1n ports; the government, in like mnn

twr, propo~l·tlthe arbitration of her Majesty the Qul'cn of Great 

llritnin, "hich wn~ l'llunlJy rl'fu ·eel; ond, lastly, urged b) all 

mr:ms in its tK>wcr the envoy of hh Majesty to make n friendly 

nrrnngcment, foundl'<l upon equitable prineiplrs of tlw que. tious 

in dispute. It is the n·public "hich hns most reason to complain; 

it is thl• )[l•xicnn nation thnt ha un undoubted right to complain 

of proccc-1ling wl1ich hns deprived it of its chief rcscmrccs; which 

hnYe n·l·d to derange it "otial 5y~tcm, m1tl to place in immi

m·m peril it dl·nrc t intcrc b ; its agricultural, l'ummcrcinl, and 
mining intcrc t , all have snfferl·d, and nrc suffering from the 

blorkaclt•, nnd the c\;ls Tl ulting from this state of thing· ought 

to lll'igh upon her )[njl·~ty'~ govemml'nt. Tme to its principle~, 

hmH·rer, the republic renounces, without hl'sitation, it.~ right$ 

nccplin·d by so mnny sncrificcs, nnd is not desirous that they 

~hould serve ns an obstacle to any honottrnblt• nrrnngemcnt; hut 

it m 1•cr can cono;t·nt to pay the sum of 200,000 dollars in the 

shape of m1 imh-mnity, for the cost!. of a nnvnl l'X}ll'dition, ~;incc 

this dt·mnnd, mndc in urh n peremptory mnnm•r h~· tlw gon•rn

rnent of n rirh nnd flouri,hing nntion, to thnt of one whose re

l!ourcc~ it has nllnckecl nnd enfeebled, b so unju t and menacing 

thnt it cnnnot lw admitted 11 ithout •tnining the national honour. 
The un!lcr~igncd is equally nt n loss to undcrstnnd how, under 

such circumst:mccs, his Excellency ~[. Bnudin could venture to 

insist thnt the t•ntirc sum wn., to he pnid within one month. 

" J f upon this point his Excellency the Rl•nr-Admiral should 

think that the uncler:.igm·d hns expn•ssl·d himself rnthcr warmly, 

he 11 ill find such not the cnst·, with the Jth article of hili bclore

mcntionctl plun. This the untler~igued pusses ovc•· without 
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further comment beyond appealing to his Excellency'l; own feel

ings of honour thereon, and as~uring him that the clns ificntion 

proposed, and the language employed, nrc too derogatory to the 
:Mexican nation to be admitted, at the same time they rdlect 

little credit on his Majesty's go,·crnmcnt. 
" In what relates to the 5th article of the plan of :M. Daudin, it 

is essentially the same with the 1st of the convention, only the 
word" conriene" (agrees) is left out, nnd one or two others of no 

import. 
"\Yith respect to the 6th article of)[. Daudin's proposals, and 

the 8th of thls convention, the difference consists in that the 
Rear-Admiral has stipulated no fixed period, except in gcnernl 

terms, for the withd.ra";ng of the French forces from the coast~ 
of the republic, whlle the undersigned has propo~ed the ample 

and sufficient period of twenty day , reckoned fr<>m the date of 
the delivery of this convention duly ratified to the said plenipo

tentiary. 
"The ; th article of M. Daudin's proposal~ agrt•es entirely in the 

leading points with the 3rd and lth of this convention, ns far as 

relates to the mutual delivery of the ships and cargoes seques
trated by both parties. The only difference consists, in that the~;c 

last do not express that the said ships and cargoes be delivered in 
the state in which they may happen to be. This is quite conso
nant to the principles of justice and equity, because it is nutuml 
that the losses sustained by individual, of <.'nch nation during the 

sequestration, should be made good according to the most obvious 
principles of common right. On the other hand, the undersigned 
has the satisfaction to assure Rear-Admiral Daudin the diflcrcncc 

upon these articles is not likely to lend to any disngn·enble conse

quences between the two gov.crnmcnts. \\'hat the undcr:.igned prin. 
cipally desires is, that the convention be such a~ to bear presenting 
to the republic and to the whole world, witl10ut reflecting upon, 

or compromising the honour of the nation. 

" The plenipotentiary of France will observe that the under
lligned l1as judged it expedient to introduce into the accompanying 
convention (as already indicatrd to his Excellency) the li th 
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nrticl~,•, 11 herl'by both gowmment!l mutually ngree, for the sake 

of pcnrc, to 11nn· whatcvl'r pecuniary claims might ari.;c out of 

the pn·s1.•nt dilf~.•n·nn·s . Xcithcr tht• stipulations nor the tenns 

cmploy~.·d conn·y any tl1ing unfriendly. Tlw undt·r~ignrd might 

nrh'lll' nt brr••nt length upon the perfect justice of tlw complaints 

nnd claims which tlw :\lcxic:m government might mnkc on ne

eount of tht• injuri•·s ot•cnsioncd by the blockndc und other hos

tile mt·asuTl'~ ncl!>ptt·d, but it is not his ohjrcl to givl' to this do

cument, 11 hich probably 11 ill determine the question of praec or 

11ar between the t11 o countries, nny nppenrnncc of n recriminatory 

chnmctl'r. 

" Hcspecting the dcmnnd of thC:Frrnch go\'rrnmcnt as rclatrs to 
the question of furc1.·d loan , his Excdlenc)· )[. Baud in 11 ill find 

in till' Oth nrticll· the ubjcc:t s:\lisfactorily nrrnngcd, according to 

the wislws of hrr :\lnje,ty. 

" From all the pr~.•cedin~, it result"! that the 'fcxican gowrn
nwnt consrnts to pay the sum of ClOO,OOO dollars, 11 ithin the 

space of ~ix months; not to impose in future nny fllrc d lonns; 

not to clnim from the French gon·rnmcnt nnJ rrpnmtion for 

los~es or dnmngc"' su:.tnincd in consequence of the ho~tile tnl'n
~;un·s adopted ngain~t ~ll·xico; to pny thr cn•clits admitted to he 

due to French citi1.cns; and lastly, to stipulate thnt French 

ageut!l, con~ul!l nnd re~idents shnll, in all respects, he pluced on 

the snme footin~t .u tl1c most famured nnlion, on condition of an 

equal reciprocity, until such time ns a definitive lrcnl) be• con

cluded with Fnmce. 

" The gonnuncnt of France insi~ts on the payment of 200,000 

dollars, for co L'i of tlw naval expedition : thnt till' drelnrations of 

1827, shall regulate pro' isionnlly tl1c relations bet WCl'n th1.• two 

counlrie~, and thnl th1.·y serw for the basis of any future tn•nty, 

particularly the 7th, 9th, nnd lith articles: that all ships, vessels, 

unci cargoes RN]lll'stratcd during the bloekndc•, hr dclil'l'rcd up in 

tht• state in whit•h they mny then be, without the lca~t right to 

make nuy clnim for \\ hnte1·rr dnmnge they mny ha1•c su~lu incd, 

neither on the pnrt of th1.• government, nor of the indiYiduols 

interested therein; thnlthc deJi,·rry and pnymcnt of thr CJOO,OOO 
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dollars, and of the 200,000 dollars more, be completed "ithin one 

month. Finally, the style adopted by his Excellency the Frl·nch 

plenipotentiary, in drawing up his conditions, has throughout 

been very different from that used by the ~kxican minister. 

"Although his Execllency bas plainly told the undersigned 

that his government will not con~cnt to subject its disputes with 

this country to the arbitration of Great Britain, he cannot rcfrnin 

from repeating this proposal, and with more force than e,·cr, 

because tbe two go,·emmcnt:> being agreed on the most essential 

points, a rupture could hardly be justified upon the other and 

minor questions, which can only be considered as neccssory. 

The arbitration indicated abo,·e is the most suitable, and his 

Excellency :\I. Baudin may be as ured that it i~ conformable to 

the sentiments and wishes of her Britannic )[aje.sty. The go

vernment of Francecan not fail to sec, in this renewed proposal, a 

fresh effort of that of :\Iexico to prc,erve peace ; inch.>l·d, nfter the 

declared opposition of )I. Baudin, it would seem hardly dccorom 

that it should do so-but in favour of peace )[cxico is ,,i)ling tn 

wave this consideration. Let this be admitted as rclatt:s to the 

points in question, and the actual differences would spcl•dily be 

terminated in a satisfactory manner. 

" The undersigned has just recci,·cd despatches from the mi
nister of the republic at Washington, with copies of communications 
addressed by the United Statel; Seeretal") of State to thl'ir envoys 

in Paris and London, informing them of the wishes of hi~ govern

ment, that they should use their codea\·oun; to tenninatt• favo•tmhly 
the dill'erences now pending between France and )[exico. And 

the President of the United tatts has oflicinlly declared, that if 

he had not offered his mediation to his )lajcsty's govcmmcnt, it 

was because be was aware that her Britannic ~fajcsty had, with 

t.he sante views, already offered hers; but lJC was dcsirou!l that 

the French government should be acquainted with his sentiment!! 

and readiness to contribute in any useful manner to bring about 
a satisfactory settlement. 

" If this long statement (indispensably rendered so by the 

abrupt termination of tltc conferences occasioned hy ~1. Baudin'~; 
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dt>pnrture) is founded upon rcnson and justice, nnd the mutual 

intercst!i of both countries, the undersigned cannot compn•hcnd 

h0\1 his E xccllcncy, the plcnipohmtiary of his ~I njt·sty, can refnst' 

the accompanying convention, or the rcncwt·cl proposal to rcft•r the 

qm•stion~ in dispute to nrhitrnlion, without failing in the ~olcmn 
protests made to the :\[e,i~n cabinet. The honour of Frnnce 

and thnt of :\(exico, snid his Excellency, arc perfectly t•ompntible, 

and l~rnnce n••ithcr demands nor desires nny thing lwyoml wlmt 

is ju~t nnd n•n onabll•. It is unfortunate thnt ~:~incc the ch·parture 

of:.\£. Daudin, the pr•· cnt nl'g()Ciation hns nssumNl n very diffcr.•nt 

eharnctcr to \1 hat wns c:q>eett•cl from hiq mission ; nnd his Ex

cellt·ncy will not be suq1ri L>tl when the undersigned n'sun•s him, 

that from the momt•nt in \daich ht• nranounced his departure fnr 

acnficio~. he l1nd un unquestionable rigl1t to con~ich·r the n<.ogo

ciation nt nn end. lli:o~ Excellency having ngrcl·d \lith thll 

undl·r11ibrncd to hold in this city the necessary confi:r••nc•· for 

nrrnn(..ring tlw }l('nding clilfcrcnces in n sntis1i1ctory mnnncr; 

neither of thrm could hnve contemplated fixing such a short 

pt·riod us four dnys, for scllling questions of such high impor

l.'lnce. :1\cnrthclcr.s, the undersignt'd hns not dc~in•d to con~idcr 
hi~ mission ns t(·nninakd, because )£. Daudin hn\ ing informed 

him, that hi~ tlt•parture wns the result of unn \'Oidable circum

stances, he wislwd not to lose the last chrmce of u reconciliation, 
wl1ich the intl•rcsls of both countrit•s, of others with which 

Mexico i!l in friendly relations, and the denre!ll rights of humanity 

so impcriou~lr rcquir•·· Thu~ it i~ lhnl he hns not ht·sitakd a 

moment in prolonging his stny in t11is city until thr conclusion of 

thi~ important affitir, nnd therefore waits the rt•ply of his Excel
lency to this note. 

" These endeavours have no other origin than in the unani

mou, fl•cling of the .:\fexican goYernment, of the tH.'('Cssity it is 

under to justif) fully to the world its entire pmct•ctliugs cnnncctcd 

'' ith this important question. Acting in bchn.lf of n nation 

'' hich nlonc hns achieved its independence, 11 It ich hns ~hcd with 

prufusion its blood in dt'fenct• of its rights, it could neither ) icld 

to the impulse of unworthy fenr, nor be wanting to n due consi-
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deration for itself. The French go,·emmcnl, which so unjust!) 

has attacked it, may occasion e\"ill; of great magnitude, it can 

occupy some points of the coast, paralyze the forl·ign tradl', and 

cause the loss of many lh·es. The undchigncd i~ aware of this, 

and confesses it without hesitation; and for the same reason he 

desires that the French cabinet should untlcr:;tnnd that the 

Mexican nation, whate,·er may be its govcmml'nl, wl1atever its 

institutions, nnd whate,·er its mi~fortuncs, will never for an instant 

listen to any proposals unworthy of it~ independence. \\'ar mny 

rage, costing much blood to French and :\[cxicans nlikc, and thuq 

perpetuating bitter hatreds between the two nations. T heir 

respective governments will not be able to efface in many years 

the desolation occasioned by war, an<l France "ill nc,·cr be able 

to justify her conduct. ::\lexico, on the contrary, can nt all times 

appeal with conlidence to the annexed convention in proof of 

the justice of her cause. 
" The undersigned has the honour lo reproduce to his Excel

lency the plenipotentiary of France the securities of his distin

guished consideration. 

" L 1.11s Go:-;z \ O \ Ct:t.V \s." 

A new plan of adjustment accompanied this 
communication, the receipt of which was ne\'er 
acknowledged by Admiral Baudin , except in the 
subjoined despatch of the French admiral's to the 
general commanding the department of Vera 
Cruz :-

" His '.\Iajesty's frigate, Ncreidc, off Vera Cruz, 

2ith November, 1838. 
" E xcellent Sir,-

" I ha,·e received your two notes of this day's dale, the one uf 

a public, the other of a private nature, accompanying 111e a d1·s

patch from his E xcellency tl1c Mi11islcr for Jo'on·ign Aflhirs. 
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" I hnVl' no timl.' nt pre l'llt to rq1ly to the mini!llt·r, but 1 lwg 
of you to inform him that thl' period I hnd li Xl·d expire~ to-dny, 

unci that no an~wcr ha been sent me sufl1cil·ntly snti~f:~ctor)' to 

tlw honourabll• und moderate demands of France : I nm there

fore undt•r the necc:.~ity of commencing hostilities. 

" It is no" a month sinct.• I nrri\'ed ofl' V em Cruz, and I have 

pnfomwd to the best of my ability every thing thnt reason nntl 

humanity t.\0 Ul',irt.>, tO 11\'0id a mplllrC bctWl'ell the tWO COUll

tril'S. God is witnc"-" of the sincerity of my t ndrn\'OUrli to 

nhtnin this Tl' ult. \[ y mission of peace is concluded-that or 

" liT hl;glns. " 'ould to God that nll the ills consl'qm·nt thereon 

fdl solei) upon tho c mw "hose inicjuity and pricle hnYC occn

r.imwd thi rc. ult. I ngain rccmmncncl to the t•on~idcration all(l 

hnm :mit~· of your Exn·llency the safl't)' of my rountrynwn "ho 

an' in ' t ra Cruz, nntl be ccch you tu udmit thl· as urnnccs of 

my l kcm And high consideration. 

"To his Lxc llency D. ~!anucl 
Hincun, Cnnunand.mt Gctwral 
of \ 1·r:a Cnaz." 

.. Cu \IU.E~ n WOI:O.. 

Immediately on the receipt of this despatch, the 
French admiral, not\\ ithstanding that he obtained 
all that was required by France, made arrangements 
for attacking Vera Cruz. Accordingly a large 
body of men were landed at the 1\Iole from the 
blockading squadron, about two hours before 
day-light. The barracks nhere Arista and Santa 
Anna were quartered was surprised and the 
former taken prisoner, but Santa Anna made his 
escape, and commenced mustering the soldiers 
of the garrison, who were flying in all directions. 
Having nrmed them in the best manner he could, he 
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led them against the French, and a tubborn con
flict ensued in the streets of Vera Cruz. The 
French, although they were led by the Prince 
J oinville and Admiral Bauclin, soon found that the 
l\Iexicans were more than a match for them, and 
were eventually obliged to make a precipitate re
treat, in which they were closely pressed by anta 
Anna, who, just as he was leading the garrison 
towards the Mole, lost his leg. This untoward 
eYent saved both the French prince and admiral 
from being made prisoners. 

I have introduced the ~Iexican foreign secretary's 
note at length, in order to show that the Mexican 
statesmen are not the imbeciles they are rcpresen ted; 
but on the contrary, that they arc alive to the 
courtesy which is due from one nation to another, 
and that in their intercourse with foreign powers 
they are actuated by a profound sense of propriety, 
justice, and humanity. In giving also a brief 
account of the engagement between the French 
troops, and the Mexicans under anta Anna, which 
ended in the complete defeat of the former, my 
object is to show that the prowess of the Mexicans 
is by no means contemptible in a military point of 
view, and indeed it cannot be denied that the 
Mexican must necessarily be brave, enterprising, 
and inured to an hardships and dangers incident 
to the most active life of a soldier, exposed as he is 
from his earliest infancy, first, to hostile Indians, 
men of inexhaustible energy, vigilance, and supe-
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rior physical characters ; secondly, to wild beasts, 
many of them the most deadly enemies of the hu
man race; thirdly, to mortal conflicts that arise 
from petty bra" ls, at almost every stage of life ; 
and lastly, to the constant dangers, scenes of blood, 
and vicissitudes of revolutionary wars. These, the 
daily incidents of a l\Iexican's life, tencl to pro
duce that recklessness and disregard of existence 
which have at all times been deemed almost an 
indispensable ingredient iu the composition of a 
soldier, and therefore I have no hesitation in saying 
that if the ~Ie::\ican troops were but once brought 
into a proper state of subordination, and her people 
generally united, they woulrl, in the event of 
another invn ·ion of their country, convince the 
world that her shores are not to be itwaded with 
impunity, and that the victories they have already 
won, unaided and almost without discipline, would 
be speedily followed by others, even more brilliant, 
by the simple union of those decidedly martial 
characteristics of the l\lexican nation. 

\ Vhile the l\Iexican go,·ernment, by the presence 
of a hostile French force, wa diverted from the 
Texan question, the troops destined to reconquer 
Texas, under the order of General llrn\'o, were 
called away and successfully employed against the 
French, who were obliged to have recourse to some 
of their old light infantry movements to secure 
their retreat; the Texan congress- which was 
then sitting and busily engaged, and impelled by 

r. 2 
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a singular ramification of apprehensions, "hich 
arose from the discontent of the peacrable settlers, 
the dread of the 1\Iexicans, and complete disorgan
ization of the Texan army,-were the only body 
of men extant that could have kept pace with the 
French on this memorable occasion. 

The first Texan congress assembled at Columbia 
East on the 3rd of October, 1 36. The descrip
tion of this assembly gi,·en by 1\Ir. Kennedy is so 
striking, and being perfectly correct, I will here 
gi\·e it in his own words, and I am induced to do 
so simply because it will serve to show the e~act 
condition of the Texans and their legislati,·e body 
at this moment. 

"Few legislatire bodies," says Mr. Kennedy, 
" were ever convened under more trying circum
stances. Rumours of :.\Iexican invasion had agita
ted the country early in the summer, had pas.~erl 
away, and were again renewed. The },[e:rican 
government had passed a decree on the 20111 of },fa!J, 
annulling all stipulations entered into by 'anta 
Anua while a prisoner. 

<C ' Varlike preparations, on an extensive scale, 
had been made in 1\Iexico, and General Lamar was 
ca11ed to the command of the Texan army, • to 

• ~Ir. Kennedy does not tell us wl1y General Lamar wns 

called to the command of the Texan army. Howevcr, J found 

on inquiring into the military and general acquirement~ of Lamar, 

that he had a slight knowledge of the broad-sword c·xrrcis(·, and 

in the con~~ancy of the Anglo-American spiril, tlicl, nt the hallie 
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organize forces for the defence of the country. 
By an order of tile United tales, dated the 11th of 
July, General Gaines rtJtiS directed to cross the 
boundary line, and take a position in Texas, whic!t 
order rcas e.recull'd in autumn. 

u Troubles," continues Mr. Kennedy, u in the 
interior ha\ ing diYerted the attention of the Mexi
can go,·emment from Texas, nothing further was 
heard of the projected expedition until NoYember, 
on the 9th of which month General BraYo, com
mander-in-chief of the army of the north, issued a 
proclamation to his soldiers, from the camp at an 
Luis Poto~i, announcing to them that they were 
destined to form an important part of the army 
against Texas. 

" incc the grand work of our independence was 
achie\'ed,'' said the ~Iexican general, " our country 
ne,·er called upon its worthy sons in defence of a 
more sacred cause, nor to sustain a more just war. 
In that Texas, wllf!re there should only be found 

people friendly to the Afexicrms, and grateful for 
the generous hospitality granted bytlwm, you but 
meet 1l'illl hordes of insolent adventurers, wl1o, ;c/1m 
our uswpnllands are claimed from tl1em, ansr('er by 
mising the samge cry of war. A trifling success, 
which mu<Jt be atlributed to the contempt with ir!hiclt 

of San Jacinto, place himself in the front of the Texan army, and 

l'llllllcn~cd llw ~lcxican general to single combat, which however 

wus declined. 
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they tcere looked upon, and by no means to tlteir O«'tl 

prowess, bas filled them with vain glory." 
That this proclamation of General Bravo's, which 

is buth itself, should be recorded by l\Ir. Kennedy, 
is somewhat surprising, consideting that he is the 
aYowed advocate of Texas; however, its value will 
be considerably enhanced by the knowledge of the 
fact that I have quoted t·erbatim from Mr. Kennedy, 
who thus sums up his distressing picture of Texas, 
in 1836 :-u Threatened from without, Texas was 
disorganized at home; the lands laid waste; the 
people impoverished ; tlte government inundated 
with claims and demands ; the treasury empty ; 
the army naked and starving." 

This indeed is the true condition of Texas at 
this moment, notwithstanding that 1\Ir. Kennedy 
tells us that "a man may -- (something) in 
Texas, but he cannot stane." 

Early in this year, (1 37 ,) contrary to expecta
tion, the prime movers in the Texan rebellion and 
the anti-national scheme for the separation of the 
southern states from the northern states of the 
American Union, found that the constituency of 
T exas, with the exception of ninety-three indi
viduals, had voted for the annexation of Texas to 
the United States. Consequently, a commissioner 
was despatched to 'Vashington from Texas with a 
proposition to that effect; this proposition, how
ever, caused much discussion among l\Ir. Calhoun's 
anti-national and pro-separation party, some of 
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whom wished merely to gain a balance of power in 
f<wour of the slave-holding states, by the anne):ation 
of T exas to the Union, without a separation ; 
while Calhoun and many of his political aids, Gen. 
Hamilton among the rest, was in favour of the 
establishment of T exas as an independent nation, 
in whose creation, the views, interests, and opinions 
of the slave-holding states was to become the fun
damental principle, and which "as to be upheld by 
the influx of people from Europe; which, when 
sufficiently matured to carry those fundamental 
principles into perpetuity, it would, in the event of 
a colli ion between the northern and southern 
states on the question of abolition, become the 
intere t of the sla\'e-holding states to drop o{f from 
the {Tnion, and annex themselves to Texas, "hose 
physical strength would presently place all opposition 
to such a scheme beyond the remotest probability 
of success. While the planters of the south were 
thus engaged in discussing their several views, the 
free slates of the north solemnly protested against 
the annexation of Texas to the Union, simply on the 
ground of its turning the balance of power in favour 
of the slave states; and fearing that the southern 
states should succeed in the annexation scheme, 
a covert attempt coincident with these lcgi la
tive movements was made on the British settle
ments in Canada, with the object of possessing 
themselves of territorial influence, which was to 

prcscr\'e the balance of po\\ cr. The T exans seeing 
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little chance of securing their union with the tate , 
sent a commissioner to England (Gen. Henderson) 
to sound Lord Palmerston on the subject of the 
recognition of the independence of Texas by Eng
land. The result of Gen. Henderson's mission was, 
that Lord Palmerston indirectly pledged himself to 
recognise the independence of Texas, so soon as 
the proposition for the annexation of Texas to the 
United States was withdrawn from the table at 
" 'ashington, which was immediately done, and on 
the 3rd of 1\Iarch, 1 37, the United tates recog
nised the independence of Texas, which example 
was followed by France on the 25th of eptember, 
1 39, and subsequently by Belgium and Holland, and 
finally Lord Palmerston subscribed to a treaty be
tween England and Texas on the 13th of No\·ember, 
1810. In reviewing this act of Lord Palmerston's, 
apart altogether from the question of injustice 
towards the Mexican bond-holders, the cruelty aud 
injustice towards the nati\ e Indian population, and 
its inconsistency and general imbecility as regards 
the question of slavery, it may justly be said, that 
the folly of the British government, in foregoing or 
sacrificing the simplest rights of British subjects 
for the paltry consideration of securing to Lord 
Palmerston the honour of negotiating a treaty of 
friendship and commerce with a country whose 
institutions are repugnant to the national prejudices, 
and destructive to the general interests of the 
British nation, arc problems not to be solved. A 
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treaty of commerce '' ith a wretched people, with· 
out agriculture, and so u miserably impoverished" 
that they can only hold out the hope, to the mer
chants of London, whom they ask to advance them 

money, the prospect of a contraband trade with 
the nited tates and l\Iexico ! To secure to 
England these moral, political, and commercial 
advantages, the very gorernment who wrung from 
the hands of the British nation 110 le s than 
20,000,000!. for the abolition of slavery, recog
nised the independence of a country that not only 
cheri hcs sla\ cry, but \\ hich denies the British sub
ject of African origin the right to land on her shores, 
''here s)a,·ery had preriously been abolished for 
e,•er ; while the natire Indians, a portion of them 
the citizens of ~texico, are still struggling for their 
lives and property, arc abandoned, da facto, by my 

Lord Palmcrston, to be cut to pieces by a desperate 
race of men, who, while they arc cutting the 
throats of the defenceless 1 ndian women and chil

dren, arc to bestow their plaudits on his lord hip, 

\\hose '' isdom, as displayed in this affair, will not 
be readily lost sight of. 

The recognition of Texas by France was prefaced 
by a species of diplomacy, which it is hoped will be 

duly appreciated by every nation who advocates the 
observance of rectitude on the part of' diplomatic 
agents in their negotiations, in all international 
transactions. 

Admiral Daudin having been obliged to fly from 
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Vera Cruz, in December, 1 38, as a messenger of 
peace from the French goYemment, addressed the 
following letter to General Urrea, who, at that 
moment, was commanding an insurgent force at 

Tampico :-

11 Excellent Sir, 

'' II. M. . ofr Antonio Lizardi, 

Dec. 22, 1838. 

11 H e who bas now the honour to address you, bas been n wit

ness of all the changes and ,-icissitudes which his country has 
experienced for the space of forty years : he is, therefore, perfectly 
convinced that when ch;l war rage in a foreign country, foreign 

aid ought nerer to be given to either party, but that the polilical 
differences of citizens dwelling in the same state should be settled 

among themselYes. 
11 I come not to offer assistance, which, perchance, might make 

the federal system less popular : if, as I hope and trust, the 
federal cause is the real national cau~e in )lexico, it will finally 
triumph, and for this it ought to be inucbted to nought but it~clf. 

" Allow me to state to your Excellency, thnt 1 come noL as nn 

enemy to :\Iexico, nor of any part of the :Mexican nation ; ami 

that the government of France, wlio!e reprc!entalive I !lar:e the 

honour to be, has !till me on ll1i! mi!litm with the most friendly 
sentiments of peace and good-will . The8e !tnlimenl! are congenial 

to my own feeling!, and, for the whole of the past month, I have 
exerted myself to the utmost to cause them to be believed : but 

the cabinet which then gourned Mexico, and wliicli was the 8lare 

of a dele!lable faction, the sworn enemy of the happiness of 
Mexico, raised so many obstacles, and gave me so many proofs 
oflheir hypocrisy and bad faith, that, not being able to prevail by 

fair means, I was obliged to use force. 
11 If your Excellency has read the document.~ relating to the 

conferences at Jalapa, you will not fail to remark ll1at, instead of 

the indemnity justly due to my countrymen, and of which the 
1Iexican government did not dispute the validity, all I asked and 
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~ought to obtain wM, thnt, in future, French subjects sltould be 

admitted to the srune rights and privileges which bad been stipu

latt•d in favour of nnuthcr nation in its treaty with Mexico: this 

condition the fnction, of which the ciior Ctwvns is but tlw 

in ·trumcnt, had prcdctcmtint·d not to concede under any circum· 

stnnct•s. 1 do not doubt but that your Excellency will feel the 

dt'l'pcst disb'll!lt to ~>cc the cunning and treacltery displayed in the 

dm\1 ing up of the sixth, seventh, and ninth articles, "hich the 

~linistcr Cucms ventured to end me llte t•vening before the day 

fixt•d fur tile conclusion of the negotiation : had J accepted such 

t'onditions, my countrymen would have been ex po~cd to every 

sort of' iolt•ncc and opprc,sion, without any assurance for the 

p:tMt, or st'curity for tht• futurl'· Convinced of the unfavourable 

di po ition of the ~[cxicnn plt•nipotcntiary, and of the nb olutc 

irnpos ibility of coming to any reasonable undl.'rst.1tJCling with 

him, I found myS<'lf obligt•d to lay my hand upon the citadel of 

San Juan dt• Ulloa : I oc<"upit'tl it, but only a11 a plt'dge, dl.'c)aring 

that it 11hould be b>in•n up as oon utile diffcrt'ncl.'s then pending 

between the two governments \\l.'rc ndjustcd. This is true; and I 

can lt•ll your Exct•llt·ncy safl'ly, that my conduct throughout ha'l 

bt·cn that of n friend to the ~[cxican nation, not that of an 

enemy. nasked, J gmntt·cl the gnrrison of Ulloa n most honour

ahll' nnd ndl•anl:tgt•ou!l capitulntion: the wounded Mexicnns aro 

now lying in tlw ho pita! of Ullon, by the side of the wounded 

French, lrt•att•d like brNhrl.'n. Mnstcr of Ullon, I cnn command 

the l'ity of \ ern Cruz to surrl'nclcr at di:.crction ; I l.'Ould ha1·e 

sl'ized it, but rt fraint•d from so doing, from respt•ct to tlw honour 

of the :\k\it·an nation, nntl tht• intt•grity of their territory, until 

:tl lc·ngth tlw outragcou!l conduct of Gencrol , nntn Anna com

pdlcd me to dismantle tht• city, ond corry off its cannon. This 

duty I performed with t'l"l'ry po. siblc consideration for the livl.'s 

This is not true. Great Britain (the nntion nlludcd to) hns 

not in her trcnty Htipulated for the right to cnrry on the retail tradl.', 

butt he Fn•nrh Admiral lu.•n· unguanlcdly disclosc•s lite real moti1 o 

cJf the Frcnd1 gol'l'rnmenl l() force by arms n lrcn ty on l\l cxico. 



151) AD:\IIR.\L B.\ UDIN' LETTER 

and properties of the inhabitants, using e\·ery effort to alleviate 
the e\"ils of war. I have set at liberty the soltlien;, my prisoners, 
without conditions ; the officen; I have set at liberty on their 

parole, and have only reta.im•d General Arista, '' ho has been 
treated '1\ith all honours nod respect due to his rank. :\[aster of 

the sea, I could, "ithout risking the ioss of n man, destroy every 
town and village "itlun rnngc of my guns along the coast; and 
yet I ha,·e abstained, up to the present hour, from occasitnling 

any damage. 
"In return for such forbearance on my part, what has been 

the conduct of the .:.\Iexican govcmment ? Two days after de
claring war against France, de pite its recent promises and all the 

laws of humanity, it has promulgated a savage decree, dri,ing 
out of the Mexican territory, to thrir certain ruin, the numcrou'l 

French families therein rc~iding ; and stri,·ing to irritate against 

these unfortunate~> the popular indignation, b) furious and I) ing 
proclamations. They have been left without defence to en:ry 
private revenge. The agent» of the govcmmenl have been insti
gated to aggravate, with refined cruelty, the barbarous lo\\ of 
expulsion ; and finally, in a fit of in~anity, the govcmment bas 

issued a decree, prescribing the penalty of death to such as should 

supply provisions to the French in \'era Cruz. 
"Excellent Sir, while inditing these lines, and when about to 

state that such a government, such a lying and malicious govern

ment, is unworthy of the civilized age,-the shame and scourge 
ofthe generous :Mexican nation, whose interests it has sacrificed, 
as well as betrayed and degraded its charactcr,-bchold, the 

intelligence of the fall of this go' crnment has just reached me
the federal constitution bas been proclaimed in i\Icxico. This 
great event will en use my letter lo he almosL \\ ithout an object. 

Probably this will not find you al Tampico ; and I hasten to 
conclude with the most direct and formal as~urancc, tl1al no \'icws 

of ambition, no intcution to infringe the Mexican l4'rritory, 11ns 

caused the go,•emmcnt of France to send to the shorcH of ;\Jexico 
the expedition 1 ha,·e the honour lo cummand. Jlnd .France 
the slightest idea of making a conquest, &he would have sent an 
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army, not n squadron only. I hn\·e not a single soldier on board; 

and as ~<oon ns the C.'btle of Ulloa cnme into my pow<·r, I sent 

bnck to Fruncc the g reater pnrt of my squadron, not retaining 

mor,• than ndcquntc to enforce the hlockncij! . l n n time when 

nil notion~ nspirc to be lm.:thrcn, let not hatred reign between 

Fmnt•e nnd ~fcxico. Tlw feelings wl1ich most honour n nntiun 

nrc those "hid1 lend to cncoumgc kindness and benevolence, 

n•minding ug continually that we all belong to the great family 

of thl· lunnnn mce. I hopl', therefore, that the day is not far 

distant "hen the ;\fexican nntion, enlighh•nl'Cl m. to it'i true 

friends, "ill gmsp the hnnd which Fmncc, with true sincl'rity, 

t·xtcnd~. Thnt such u hoped-for e\·cnt may soon arriw, is the 

ft•rwnt prnycr of the undt•n;igncd, who beg~ your Ihcdlcney to 

rccth c thl· n umncl'.S of hi di tin;.,uishtd con:;iderntion. 

"The \ dnunl commanding the Xn\'nl Fon·cs of Frnnl'e in 
" the Gulf of ){exico, 

•• CI!ARt.r.~ D \lOIS." 

H will be seen that at the time Admiral Bauuin 
wrote this disgraceful letter, he entertained a very 
strong per·sonal animosity towards the Mexican go
Yernment. II a, ing fail ed in his object with Urrea, 
he carried his animo. ity "ith him to Texas, where 
he ani\'ed on the 13th of May. Being received by 
the Texan ships at alve lon Island with a salute 
of twenty-two guns, which, with an address of 
welcome, accompanied with the freedom of the 
city, added to Admiral Daudin's personal hosti
lity to the l\lexican go\'ernment, he, assisted by M. 
de aligny, secretary of the French legation at 
\Vashington, drew up a Yery flourishing account of 
Texas, which was forwarded to France with all 
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haste, and which led to the recognition of Texas 
by France in the ensuing eptembcr. 

How Holland and Belgium happened to hear of 
such a place as Texas, even l\Ir. Kennedy has not 
informed us; and as I am quite at a loss how to 
account for the mysterious event, I shall leave the 
subject for Mr. Kennedy's third volume on Texas. 

The gross injustice of the recognition of the 
independence of Texas by England, at first appears 
as if exhibited in the recognition of the de facto 
sovereignty of a few citizens of the United tatcs 
to the territory of Texas, a large portion of "hich 
was pledged by the Mexican nation to British 
subjects for 10,000,000/., which was absolutely 
paid by them into the coffers of Mexico. This 
arrangement was first mooted in 1 35, one year be
fore the Texans had declared themselves absolutely 
independent of Mexico. • And this was finally con
firmed by decree of the Mexican conb'l·ess, dated 
April 12, 1837, one month before the indepen
dence of Texas had been recognized by any foreign 
power; and while negotiations were positively going 
on between the Texans and the United tates for 
the annexation of that very territory of Texas to a 
foreign power, namely, the United States. And in 
order to show that :Mexico has virtually no power 
to recognize the independence of Texas, and that 

• This should he particularly noted, as it will soon be seen 

that tl1c Texan envoy has publicly deniccl the fact. 
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therefore an endless war, which must be most lllJU

rious to British interests, is inevitable, I will here 
inh·oducc the decree of the 1\Iexican congress con
cerning the debt due to British subjects. 

11 
TilE PRESID£l'T1 AD I:STERI\11 OF T il E REI'UDL IC OF lfEXICO 

TO Til£ I~IIABIT\NTS TIIER£011 . 

" Know ye, thnt under the authority to me grnnted by the low 

of the 1 th of this pre cnt month, I l1avc seen fit, ''ith the 
concurrl·ncc of the council of government, to decree us follows :-

" AuT. 1. There shall be t'rcated a national consolidated fund, 

with intcn.·st nt thu mte of 5 per cent. per annum, \1 ith the ~ole 
und determinate obj~:ct of converting thereinto the entire foreign 

dd1t, if it . ball appear to the present creditors advantageous so 

to do, and to fund it in the manner ~et forth in the folio" ing 

nrticll'li; to "hich cffl·ct Me.,srs. F. de Lizarcli and Co., of the 

city of London, nrc hl•mby named and appointed the ngLnts of 

the n.·public for !laid opemtion; and they shall, in the name of 
the ;\h·xican nation, emit the corre~ponding bonds of th<' said 

national conbolidatcd fund, in pounds sterling, vaynble in Lon

don, on the 1s t of October, 1866, with inten•sl coupons in the 

murgin for caeh bnlf y<"ar until said date. These bonds shnl l 

morco\'rr hl· countersigned by the minister plenipotentiary of the 
rcpublic in London, or by his represent.Jtive. 

" 2. The holders of the bonds now in circulation of the foreign 

clcht, procl·eding from thl.' t\\O loans effected in London, at 5 and 

Ci per cent. inter~st, shnll hn,·e the po\\er to convert the same 

bonds, us well the coupon thereof not pnid and clue, into t11e 

bonds of the new consolidated fund, under the following condi

tions: !st. The bonds bearing 5 per cent. interest shall l>e 

rccei"ed nl pnr. 2nd. Tho. c bearing 6 per cent. interest shnll be 

rcc<"ived nl the mte of IJ2t for I 00. 3rd. Coupons for in tl.'resl 

due on both loans shnll be tnkcn nt pnr. 4lh. l~or the bonds 

ofl'crcd for convcrsicm there shnll be given in pnymcnt one-half 

of the amount in the bonds of the consolidated fund, benring 5 
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per cent. interest, and thl' oth~r half in land wnrrants on the 

vacant lands in the dep:utments of Texas, Chihuahua, New 
1\Iexico, onom, and Cnlifomia, at the rotc of four acres for eaclt 

pound sterling ; and these land warrnnts shall in like manner bear 

5 per cent. interest up to tbt day on which the holders are pul 

in possession of the lands, and on so doing thl' aceming interest 

shall be credited, and the quantity of land<; thereby nequirccl 

augmented in proportion ; always, however, under the conclitions 

that they shall present them eh-es to take possession in the 

manner expressed in article 5 of this dccrl'e. 
"3. Interest on the nationnl consolidated fund shnll be payable 

in London half-yearly, on the lst of .\pril, and 1 t of October of 

each year, commencing from the 1st of October of the pre~ent 
year of 183i. Until proper measures c· n be taken for the peri

odical tmnsmission of the funds for this purpose, the holders of 

coupons which may become due shall have the right to present 

them to the agents of the rcpuhlic in London on the day on 

which they become due, and to demand of them a certificate, 
also countersigned by the ~[exican minister at the . aid court, 

and said certificate shall be received as ca.~h in payment of duties 

to the extent of one-sLxtb part, for all duties accming at the ma

ritime custom-houses of Y ern Cruz or Santa Anna clc Tnmauli
pas. The agents of the republic in London t;hnll be bound to 

issue such certificate when thereto required by t1tc holders of 

coupons, which may not have been paid when clue. Each pound 

sterling of the amount of said coupons shall he estimated at the 

rate of fi\·e dollars, and the amount of each certificate shall be 
au,I7Illented to the extent of 6 per cent. in full compen~ation for 

all difference of exchange, and all expenses 1 per cent., of which 

those interested shall pay on receiving the certificate to said 

agents, who shall account for one-rourth llart thereof to tho 

Mexican minister plenipotentiary. 
"4. The land warrants shall in like manner be issued in the 

name of the Mexican nation, and shall be countersigned by the 

Mexican minister in London. They shall be as follows:

'Know all to whom these presents shall come, tl1at the Mexican 
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natinn gmntR to (hero: in. crt the name), or to his rcprc cntntin-, 

the ri~ht of property in (hL·rc insert the numhl·r) acres of land in 

the depnrtmcnt (here in crt the department), of'' hich full and com

plete pos.e -ion \\ill be gi\•cn by the competcntnuthority, ns!tistcd 

by the public surveyor, on the presentation of tl1c present 
clocumcnt. 

"'Done in Lonclon ll1is Q1crc insert the date).' 

"i'io \\,u-rnnts hnll be is~ued for less thnn 100 narcs, nor for more 
than 10,000. Those intcrc~tcd shall pay to the agents on receiv

ing their wnrrants at the rnte of twch•c real!; for each I 00 acres, 
of which three real. to the minister for hill signature. 

".i. The right of property in the land warrants may be trons

fcm . .od from one p •rson to another by endorsement; but nficr the 

lnnds to which the ''arrant gi\·es right nrc taken po~scssion of, 

nnd n title grnntcd, 'iuch land:; can thereafter only be transferred 
by public net of nle in legn.l form. 

"0. The land \\arrnnt , when to be located on land'>, must be 

pre cntcd to the go\'emmcnt office of the corresponding dcplrt

mcnt, there to be n"Cordcd, n' they arc presented, in a book to 

hL• kept for that purpo e, that preference may be gh en in the 

location according to the order of prcscntntion, for which purpose 

thcrL' shnJJ be dcli\'crcd a certificate selling forth the number 

noll location thereof; on presuttntion of which document to the 

lornl nutl10ritic , they, \\ith the assistnnrc of tlw public sunryor 

of the dt·partrm·nt, ~hall gi \·c posse~sion of the land cho. t•n, taking 

care to ob,cn c tlw condition of the 11th arliclL• of tlw Ia" nf the 

Gth of April, I 30, \\ hich says-' 1 n virtue of the power \\ hich 

congre s r~: er\'e~ to itself in the ith article of the law of the 

18th of A n~;tu~t, I, :2 J, it is prohibited to forcigncrs to settle on 

lands ncljoining or bounding on those states or territories belong
in~ to the country nf "hich thcs n.re citizens.' 

"In con~rquent·e whereof all contract:. in contravention of thiq 
lnw must he suspcnclt•cl. 

"7. Fnr furtlwr security in the payment of th<' principal nncl 

intcn·11t oft he nntionnl consolirlntccl fund, the Mexicnn go\'t'rnnwnt 
;'I[ 



162 AXGLo-~rEXlC \ N DEUT. 

specially hypothecates, in the name of thl' nation, 100,000,000 of 
acres ofthevacantlands in the departments ofCulifomin, Chihuu. 

hua. New l\Iexico, ~ onom, and Texas, with spt•cial guamntcc to said 
consolidated fund, ttntil the total extinction of the bonds ; nnd 
moreover, if any sales nrc made on the lands so hypothecated, it 

ahall be at no lower mtc than four acres for the pound sterling, 
and the amount shall be payable to the agents of the government 
in London, who alone arc qualified to issue the corresponding 

warrants, and these agents ~hall employ nll sums so recci\l!d 
in extinguishing the bonds of the snid national consoliclntcd fund. 

'' 8. The period during "ltich the convcr:;ion, according to 
article 2 of this decree, can ha\ e cJ]cct, shnll be from the dnte 
of publication of t:llli. decree in London, during one year, after 

which period no further conversion ran be effected. 
"9. During the said period, and until Dt·ctmber 31, 11\39, 

the holders of bonds of the comolidatC'd fund Lhall have the 

right to exchange them, either nl the time of receiving them from 

tbe agents, or thereafter, for land warrnnts of nn equal amount, 
with an addition of 10 per cent., at the rate always of four acrl·S 

per pound sterling. But after the I st of January, 1810, nlthough 
the right is still retained to the holder.< of converting the said 

bonds into land warrants, with the like addition of 10 per cent.> 
it shall be at the rate only of three acres per pnund sterling. 

" 10. Finally, foreigner: wbo, in 'irtuc of their land warrants, 

sl1all come to establish them dvcs on their properties, shall ac
quire from that date the title of Colonists, and shnll participate, 

they and their families, in all the ri0ht!l and privilege~ which the 

laws grant, or may grant, to any others of the same oribrin, and 
under the same conditions; but it shall not he permitted to one 
indi,;dual to hold more than one square league of 5,000 yards of 

land capable of irrigation, four square leagues superficial of land 

fit for cultivation, and &ix superficial leagues of pa,.,ture land ; 
and the enjoyment of the mine:~ which may be found on the land!! 
so granted, shall be subject to the regulatioul; of the general 
ordinances of mines. 
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" It i, nccurdingly nnlcred, thnt the prt'Sl·nt dl•cree be prinwd, 
Jmhli•hcd, nnd cin·ulakcl, nod carried into effect. 

"Gh·cn nt the pnlace of the gencml government, in ~lcxico1 
April 1:!, 1837. 

" J OSE J UST.\ Con no." 

On the receipt of this decree by the Mexican 
agent in London, a public meeting was held on the 
Vth of August, 1 37, \\hen the following agreement 
" as entered into between the MeJ\.icnn agent and 
the :\le\:ican bond-holders. 

•· .\.GREE~I E:\T. 

",\ pul•lic llll'Cting of the holder" of ~ l l·xirnn bomb havill!-( 

hl·cn lwlll, pursuant to public :uln·rtisenwnt, at the Cit) of Lon

clon Tavern, on the !Jth of August, Hi:Ji, for the purpose of 

tnking into con~ickrntion tlw dl·crcl' of the Mex.ican go\"cnmwnl 

in n·lutiun to its fordgn clcbt, tinted in the city of ~ rl·xico, the 

12th of April lnltt, communicated by ?I I e11srs. F. de Lizurdi ami 

Co., thl· ngcnts of the ~h·xicnn government in London, 

" It wns H.l·solred,-

" That n committee of bond-holders be appointed to t'Xaminc 

nncl considl·r the krms nntl conditions of the aho1 l'-mcntiom:d 

ch·crcr, nnd tn n·port thl·ir opinion thereupon to a future gcner.tl 

mectinJ.e of tho boncl-lwlders. 

"The suid committee ha l' ing accordingly allentil·ely eon~idered 

the term~ of tlw ~aid decree, n further gl•neral meeting of the 
hond-holclers llll$ lwltl nt the City of London Ta1·ern, on the .3th 

of Stptemhl•r instnnt, 11 ht•n it 'H'~ ngreecl, so fur ns n•gnrdl·d the 

bond-holdl rs then pn·sent, thnl lhe tl·rms of the ~aiel decree 

Rhould he acreptt·cl, &ubject to t he modilicnlions recommended by 

the committee. 

" And the said modifications hnving been submitted to the 

l\1 2 
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ronsideration of A. de Yturbide, Esq., the ~[ex.icnn minisll•r nt 

this court, they have by him been assented to, on behalf of his 

said go;emment. 
"In accordance, therefore, with the same, the following agn·c

ment hns been drawn up and entered into by the special committee 

of the :\Iexicnn bond-holders on the one pnrt, and A. de Ytur

hide, Esq., representing the .aid ;\[c:..:ican govrmment, nnrl F. 
de Liz3l'di and Co., the agents of the said go,·crnment in London, 
on the other p3rt, ns the stipulations under which the con"er..ion 

of the existing :Mexican bonds into the new consolidated 5 per 

cent. stock is to be effected. 
" I. The first article of the . aid decree is accepted noel agrc.>ed 

to w;thout modificntion, and is as follows:-
"There shall be created a national con~olidated funrl, '' ith 

interest at the rate of 5 per cent. per annum, with the sole and 
determinate object of com·erting thereinto the entire foreign dt•bt, 

if it shall appear to the present creditors ndvantn.gcous so to do, 

nnd to fund it in the manner ~ct forth in the following articles, tn 

which effect ~Iessrs. F. de Liznrdi and Co., of the city of 

London, n.re hereby named and appointed the ngents of the re

public for said operation ; and they shall, in the name of the 

Mexican nation, emit the corresponding bonds of the snid national 

consolidated fund in pounds sterling, payable in London, on tltc 

1st of October, 1866, \\;th int(·rcst coupons in the mnrgin for 

each half year, until said date. These bonds shall moreover be 

countersigned by the mini~tcr plenipotentiary of tl1c republic in 

London, or by his repre,.entative. 
" II. The second article of the Hnid decree to be modified ns 

fo11ows :-

'' The holders of the bonds now in circulation of the foreign debt 

proceeding from the two loans effected in London at 5 and 6 per 

cent. interest, shall have the power to convert the said bonds, as 

well as the coupons thereof, not paid and due, into the bonds of 

the new consolidated fund, under the following conditions :-

" 1. The bonds bearing 5 per cent. interest, shull be received 
at par. 
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"2. Those !waring 0 per cent. interest, ~;hull be recei\'ed al the 

rate of 112 1
1 for 100. 

":J. Coupons for interest due on both loans, shall he taken at par. 

"4. For the bonds offered for conn•rsion, there :.hall be giH·n 

in pa) ment unl·-lJ:uf of the nmount in the bonds of the consoli

clntl·d fund, bearing 5 (>l'r cent. interest, nnd the otlJCr half in de

fcrr ... d bonds, to commence t~ bear interest from the J st of 

October, IH 17, at the rule of 5 per cent. per ru.num, and which 

dl'fl·rrcd bonds shall be at all times rl·eei\'Uble in payment of 

'\Ucnnt lanth in the dl•partmenb! of T exas, Chihuultuu, };ew 

~lcxic-o, ~unoru, and California, nl the choice of the purcha:ser, 

ut the r:lh: of four ncr ... ~ for each pound btcrling; nnd when de

fl·rrl·d hnnd nrc npplied in thc purehn.~e of lnnds, interest nt the 

rate of 5 per cent. pl·r annum ~hall be allowed from the ht of 

October, I :J;, up to the dny on "hich the holders are put in 

po· '-l ~ion of tlll'ir l.mds ; nnd, on so doing, the accruing interest 

~thall be cr ... ditcd, nnd the quantit) of lands thereby acquired, 

Ulll{llll'ntcd in proportion ; always, howc\'er, undl'r the condition 

that )Jo~sc~~ion shall be taken in the mnnner expressed in articlo 

5 of said tll·cr ... e. 

" I l I. The third urticlo of the said decree is modified a~ 

full0\1!1 :-

"Interest on the nntior•ru consolidated fund shall be paynhlu 

in London, half-yearly, on the 1st of April, and on the bt of 

October, of l'nch )'l'Or. Tlre bonds of the first series to com

lllt.nce to bear intcrl·st from the ht of October, H~:Ji ,-lho~e of 

the ~l'Ctllul scril·~. from the 1 t of October, HH i ; und for the 

hl'ltt•r securing the punctual pa)ment of the said inlt'rt•st, thc 

Ml·xican go\'crnment !!hall appr011riutc irre,·ocably thereunto, 

unl•-kb.th part of ullthc custom-house duties of the port~ of \ ·era 

('naz untl Tampico (Snntn Anna Tamanlipus). This portion of 

till' dutil•s tu he n·cl·i\·ecl from the administrators of the customs 

h) I\\C) t•ornmbsiol t•n;, to be appointed by the ~lcxican (;O\ern

lllt·nl, mw uf whom to hl· nominated on the rcl·onuncndatiun of 

tlw ngcnls of till' bondholdt•ro; in thl' city of ~t exico. Thrst' 
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commissioners to trnnsmit, by every English packet, to the agent,. 

of the Mexican government in London, the a.foresnid funds-the 

commission to be paid to the said commis~ioncrs for this sen·ice, 

by the i\fe...~can government. If from any cause, any of the 

dividends shall not be paid in London, "it bin ten days from the 

elate of the same falling due, the holders of coupons, which may 

so remnin unpaid, shall have the right to present them to the 

agents of the said r epublic in London, nnd to demand of Utero n 

certificate, countersigned by the )Iexican minister nt the saitl 

court; and the said certificate :;ball be received as cnsh in the 
payment of duties, to the extent of one- sixth part of all payable 

at the maritime custom-houses of Yem Cruz and Tampico. The 

agents of the republic in London sh:tll he bound to i~suc such 

certificates, when thereto required by the ltoltlers of coupons 

which may not ha\·e been paid "hen due. Each pound 

sterling of the amount of said coupon~ shall be cstimatl•d nt the 

rate of five dollars, and the amount of each certificate !-hall be 

augmented to the extent of 10 per cent., in full compensation of 

all difference of exchange and all expenses. 

"IY. The fourth article in the said decn·c, referring to land 

warrants, forms no part of this agreement ; but the dl'ferrcd bonds 

to be issued, shall contain a clause or clauses which sl1all stipu

late that the Jfexican government, when thcrdo required, shall 

grant to the bearer of the . aid bond full right of property nntl 

complete possession in the number of acres of land, corresponding 

to the amount of the said bond, with the nccmir.g interest thcrl·on, 

at the rate of four acres of land for each pound sterling, of which 

full and complete posses-ion shn11 he given by the competent 

authorities, on presentation of •aid deferred bond. 

" Y. The fifth article of said decree is modified n,., follows:

The deferred bonds may be tran~fcrrcd from one person to another 

by dclh·ery, without cndor~cment; but after the lands, to "hich 

the bond gives right, arc taken possession of, and a title granll-d, 

Mtrh Janel~ can then:after only be transferred by public act of ,;alP 
in lc•gal fonn. 
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" Yl. The sixth article of said decree to be modified, by sub

titutinl£ the \\Ord d~fartd bonds for lund wurrnnl$. 

" \ H. The sen·nth article of the said decree shall be modified, 

by adding the stipulation, that the :'llexican gon:rnml'nt, in addi

tion to the general hypothecntion conl.nincd in said article, shrtll 

~>pecially sd npart, by n public decree, twenty-five millions of 

acres of government lands in the departments hn,·ing the nearest 

communication with the .\tlantic, and which may appear best. 

suited for colonizntion from abroad. The said lands to he speci
ally unci exclu ivcly lwld open for the location of ddl·rretl bonds. 

When Janel nrc uppliNl for in l'Xchange, and if sold by thel\.1exi

cnn go' crnmcnt, the produce thereof to be appropriated to the 

r~dl'lll] t'on of tlw snid bonds. 
" \ 11 I. The d~htb article of the said dtcrcc is agreed to 

"ithout Iteration. 
" IX. The ninth article of the ~aid decree to be considered ns 

cancelled. 
" X. The tenth nrticlc is adopted ";l110ut modification. 

"XI. On the 1st of .\pril, Hi 18, nnd subsequently half-yearly, 

the p:tymcnt of the intl•rc t on the said deferred bonds, or tmch 

pnrt tlwrl'of nt may then rl'main unliquidated, shall bl• regtunrly 

made hy the ngl•nt~ of the said republic in London, in the ~;nme 

manner as ha• been pro\·idecl in respect to tl1e first division of the 

bond nnnwtl in .\rticl· 2. 
" .All. \!though the ~Icxican govcmment obliges itself to ~;ct 

nprtrt on<·- ixth of the cu tom's revenue eolll•ctcd at the ports of 

Y l'ra Cru1. ami Tampico, for the payment of the intcrc!>t on these 

oblibatinns, it is fully understood, that in lhl• event of the same 

not being found c-qnal to the required purpose, the "hole rcve

nncs of the state nrc to bl' rcspon~iblc for thl· same, as prodded 

in the ori~inal hoods ; and further, that the bonds issued under 

thiq n~'Tl'l'ml•nt ~hall contnin all the gunrantcl'S and ~l'Curities 

granted to the hnnd-huldt·r~ hy the original bomh, bl'~idl'S the 

new special st•curitit·s eonft·rrccl b) this agrcrmcnt. 

" X I I I. All n pl·nscs nllcnding the l'}..dlllngc of the said bonds 

urc to lw borne h) tht• ~ lcxican gorcrnmcnt. 
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" XlY. The bonds of the fin;t clo~s to be liquidated by the 
~Iexicau government on or before the 1st of October, 1 66. 

Those of the second class on or before the 1 ~t of October, 1876. 

" XY. The original bonds prc"entcd for convcn;ion nrc to be 

deposited iu the Bonk of England until the payment of the first 

di\·idend by the MexicAn goyemmcnt, on the }l;t of April next, 

when the s<~me shall be delivered up to the agents of the ~[exican 

go~·ernment. 

"Signed and deli.,..ered in London, this 1 llh} "A. DE YtURDIDE, 
day of ept. 1837, in the pn::;encc of 

"Charge d 'Affuires for the ~lex. 

"E.J. de Landesa." R ep. L ondon. 
"F. D£ LtZ.\UDI .\~D Co., Agents. 

The modifications proposed in the foregoing 
agreement were confim1ed by the following act of 
the :Mexican Congress, and the President's Order 
in Council :-

"His E xcellency the President of the Republic (ad interim) has 

been pleased to addre~s me the folio\\ ing decree :-

"The President (ad interifll) of t1te Mexican Republic to the 

inhabitants thereof: Be it known, that the Genoral Congress hath 
enacted and decreed as follows :-

"ART. I. The A.,I7Teement made with the holders of :.\lcxicau 

bonds in London on the 14th of September, 1837, is hereby 
approved. 

" II. For completing the con\·er!iiOn of the foreign debt, the 

term of one year more shall be allowed ; said term to be cnlcu
lnted from the date of publishing this decree. 

"III. With regard to the colonization which may be established 
under the present Agreement, the govemment must take care that 

the exi!>ting laws relating to cmi1:,rration be enforced, as likewise 

any others that may in future be enacted, provided the same be 
not contrary to the tenor of the A1:,rrcemcnt. 
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" 1 \·. The go\ ernmcnt ''ill also take heed thut in conformity 
11 ith lhl• 6th article of the Abrrcement, no lands on the frontiers 

~ohull bl• gmnkd to the liUbjetts of tlte border st.ntcs in the ncnt 

of nny bond~ fulling into their hands wl1ich they may be desirous 

of exchanging for lands under the provisions cont.nincd in the 5th 
article of the Agrccm~:nl. 

" \". The lund:. reserved by the decree of the ,Hh of April, 

1837, in fin·our of the soltliers of the army of indl•ptmdencc, 

shall be allotted by the gonmmcnl from the wnste land, in the 

rrO\ incl·~ of California ond Yucatan. The other two rcser\'CS of 

l.unb mentioned in the said th ... crecs retained at thu disposal of 

<.:onhrrc s for future nllotmcnt in fu\'OUr of the I ndian tribes and 

nation , and of the . oldil'l'li of the nnny for the restoration of 

Tcx,t~, hall be distribull'<l by the go\'emment in thi, manner; to 

the former, the lnnd!i ncnrc l the frontier, and Lt> the latter, such 

''~~!ill' Ianda a may 1>1.· ituntc on the Gulf of ~Iexico, nt the 
tli l.lllt< of at ll•a.st twl·nty-fi,•e leagues from the sea. 

" \ 1. The go\'emment is most ~;lrictly enjoined on its own rc
sponsihility, that the lands be so dh·ided among tl1e emigrnnts as 

to pn..'I'Cnt their too brrcat concentrnt..ion on one point: they arc, 

therefore, to be located (the colonies) nt some distance from each 
other, and as nl•nr to our own towns u~ may be con\'enicnt. 

" \'11 . To obviate nny incom•tmicnce wl1ich mny arise in the 

execution of the nt,rrccment with regard to the extent of land 

clc.,ignated by the tern! acr~, the go,·cmmcnt will Wkc measures 

to asccrtnin the cxnct mlue of the acre compared with the land 

measure kno\1 n in this country, nnd to adjust thereby the value 

of the land \l,trrant i~ ·ul·d by virtue of the Agrecmrnt. 'igm•d, 

Juse ) [aria Garcia Figueroa, Pre~ident and Deputy. 'eba ti:m 

Camacho, Pn. idenl of the '~::nate. l\lariuno Aguilar y L•lpez, 

l kputy and ccrclary. Jose R. ~Ialo, ccrel<~ry of the cnntc. 

" Whcrt•forc 1 order the some to be printed, publi~hcd, nnd 

circulntl•fl, and that this net of Congress be duly obeyed. Palace 
of the nntional government, Mexico, 1st of June, 183!>. 

"A'ITOI-10 LOJ'CZ OJ.: S.\ 1-T \ Al'o:O.A. 

" To. D. Franci~;co l\1. Lombardo." 



170 :MEXICAN PRESIDE:\T'S ORDE R I'\ COU~CJ L. 

"And to the end that the prcceclin~ th•crec be truly nnd exnctly 
fulfilled, his Excellency the Pre~idt·nt, with the consent of the 

council of the government, ord(;n; that the following ilin'Cl.ions be 

obsen·ed:-

" PR:ESIDE~T's 0RDFR 1~ Cou')(Ctt, RLL.\TING TO 

Ttl£ ABOYE AcT. 

" 1. Conformable to the extension of time grunted by the 
2nd article of the preceding net, the old bonds of :> and 6 per 

cent., which may be prcsentt.:d for conversion, shall be liquidated 
up to the last day of eptembcr, 1837, nnd shall gain intcrc:.t. 

from the 1st of October of the same year. 
"2. The deferred bonds which ha\·e already been i sued, or 

which may be issued in \'irtue of the extension of term conceded by . 
the aboYe-mentioned.\.rticle II. of the preceding net, ~hall be admit

ted and receiYed up to the 30th of , ·ptcmber, I b I i, in c. ·change for 
waste lands in the departmenb specified in the original ,\ grL'I.'mcnt. 

"3. The administrators of the custom-houses of ,.._,ra Cmz 

and of Santa Anna de T=ulipa.~ (Tampico) nrc here b) appointLd 

to receive the sLxth part of all the duties '' hich may be rcceh·cd 
in their respective custom-houses, and to remit the same to Lon

don, agreeable to the stipulations contained in the :Jrd article of 
the aforesaid Agreement. For the performnncc of this duty, n 
charge of 2 per 1000 shall be made UIIOII the entire amount 

received at each custom-house, and this commibsion shnll be 
equally shared (by the administrator) '1\ith tliC commissioner 

named and appointed by the government, according to the tenor 
of the 3rd article of the said Agreement. 

"·1. And that the stipulations contained in the said article be 
exactly and truly fulfilled, the administmtou of the eu~tom-house 
of Ycra Cruz and Tampico under their immediate rellponsibility, 

arc directed to insist, from the date of puhli~l1ing this law, upon 
tl1c payment to them of the sixth part in hnrd 111oncy, of n.ll sums 
received for duties in the said custom-lwuscs, in the underbtnnding 

tl1at any order of the go\•ernmcnl issued prior to, or posterior to 

the date of this law, for the payment of any bill or draft issued 
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by the Trl·nsury, !!hall he nlwnp construed without pn·judice to 

the ~l·parntion of the l>ixth p:ut z;tipulaled for, and specially as

~igncd by the said . \ greemcnt for the payment of tlJe dividends. 

".>. In en e that funds required for payment of the clividencls 

on the forci~,;n loan!! should not be remitted to L ondon in due 

time, and that it ahould be found indispensable to admit the ccr

tilh·ate~ \\ hich may be is ued hy the agents of the republic in 

L nnclon, countt·rliignetl by the )fcxican minister to the Court of 

St. Jarne~· , the !laid certificates shall be duly nclmitted by the 

ndmini,tmtor of the custom-houses of Vern Cruz nncl Tampico 

in the manner, nnd \\ ith llw conditions ancl formalities 6xc.·d by 

the 3nlnrticlc of the Agreement, and "ith the instructions detailed 
in this pr cut onlonnanCt.·. 

"Ci. 1 fin :my en e the funds for payment of the cli\·idcnds 

shouhl nnl be timely rl·cci\ ed in L nntlon, and that in conS<·quence 

tin•!'(' ,f the II"CIIts of the n•public issue certificates admissible for 

tlw lih:th part of duties payable at the custom-hou. es of Yera 

Cntz and Tnmpil'O ngreenhlt! to the :Jrd article of the trCJt), such 

el·rtificme hall he duly reccin:d and udmittl·d in paymt•nt, and 

''hate\ t•r fund~ may have been pre1 iously remitted to London 

.. iwll hl• nl the eli po nl of the supn·mc go\'Crnment. 

" 7. For tlw propt•r ~afl•ty of tho funds which mny be remitted to 

London by tlw ndmini,trntors of the cu~tom- houtie!l of Y era Cmz 

nucl T ompicn, for tl1c payment of the dh idc•nds on the foreign 

deht, his Excolll•ncy the .\I inistl•(of Finance nnd the agents of 

the rqntblic shall ~tkl• care to have the needful in~urnnccs 
clft•ct(·cl. 

•• A. The funds at prl·SCntc:\ bting in the hnnds oL\[essrs. Daring, 

Hmthcra and Cu., uf London, intended fnr the payml·nt of the 

cli"id!·tuls on the uld loan of 5 and G p1·r ccnt.,~<h,1ll he exc·lusivcly 

appli1·cl In the pnymcnt nf tlte intt·rc~t on this ch-ht, 11 hich is to 

lw n•millul to L ondon conformable to the condition:; contained 

in the pn·ct•din~ ogn·emcnt. 

"!). To nil\ iat1• till' incon\·eni1•m·c which would be occasioned 

hy the ng1·nt'l fur tlw rrpuhlit· issuing ccrti ficatt•s in duplicatl.', us 

rc·gards th1·ir uclmissiun at tiw c·u~tom-houst•s of' Y1•rn Cruz nml 

Tumpicu, lhl') arc itl't'l•hy l'X Jlrl.'ssls pmhihitcd from issuing any 
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::.uch documents in duplicate, seeing that nny risk of los~ in their 

transmi sion must be for account of the owners, by reason that it is 

stipulated in the Agreement that the amount of the certificate::. 

s11nll be augmented 10 per cent., as full compensations for all 

costs and expenses to be incurred, and because the owners can 

protect themselves by insurance against the lo~s of tlwir documents. 

"10. It shall be distinctly and clearly stated in the certificates 

issued by the agents of the republic, that the same sh(ul be fully 

received and admitted at the custom-houses of Y l'm Cruz and 

Tampico of the bearer, as effccti1 e payment in hard money for 

the sb:th part of any dutie;; which he may h:n e to pay. TheM! 

certificates shall be drawn out "ith such marks and checks a, 

may, in the opinion of the agents of the republic and of the 

minister plenipotentiary to the British Court, be considered neces

sary to pre1·ent errors or fraud. 
'· 11. To the end that t.he admi~sion of these Cl'rtificatcs at tlw 

custom-houses of Yera Cruz and Tampico be conducted in a clear 
and distinct form, and with the 'i~:w of al'oiding any abuse or 

fraud which might be attempt~:d to the injury of the nation, and 

of the creditors thcmscln:s, in addition to the entries made in the 
usual and ordinary books of the custom-houses, there sh.1ll be a 

scparatc and distinct book kept at l:ach of the cu~tum-houscs of 

Yera Cruz and Tampico, for the sole ohjl•ct of entering thcsl' 

certificates : said book shall be paged throughout, and ~igr.ed iu 

the first and last page by the conunissioncrs of the Treasury (the 

other pages having only the rubrica.) 

" I n this book are to be entered, in rigorous numerical order, 

the ccrtificates as they may be presented for admission, in pay
ment of the sixth part of any duties, and which may he cancelled, 

expressing the date, amount, and number of such certificate, 

agreeable to the accompanying model. 
" 12. ·whenever any certificates shall have been adm i ttcd in 

payment of duties at the custom-houses of \'era Cruz aud Tam

pico, the same shall be immediately cancelled and rcndcn;d unfit 

for circulation by culling a piece out of the l'Cnln·, half :111 ineh in 
diameter; and this shall he d(>JW in the pn·~l'IICl' of the admin i~

trator, co111plrollcr, and chief clerk ()f the l'llblum-housc, semlin!-' 
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hy tlw fir~t pwt a particular account thcr<'of to tlw Treasury, from 

whc·nc~ it " ill ht• for\\ artll-d to the minister of finnnc('. 

"13. r nr the l>t•ltcr nttainnll'nt of tlw ohjce t~ l'Oiltt•mplatcd in 

the prcccdinA in,tructions, his Excdlcnc) tlw ministn plcnipo

h•ntiary to the cuurt of l:it. J amc,, and the agents of the n•puhlie 

in London, shall take especial cart• to give timt·ly nnd punctual 

ach ict·s to the l'll tom-houst•s of Y era Cru :-. unci Tampico, and to 

thl• \I ini~tcr of Finuncl', of nil ccrtificull's issm•d hy them, duly 

enumerating tlll'ir numhc·~. date~, value~, &c., th e t'l'rtificntl·s 

must nhsnlutdy he i•sul'd in strict numerical order, which on no 

account whatcvt•r b to be altered or intt•rruptcd. 

" II. At thl• gt·m·ral treasury of the rl'public there shnll be 

krpt n pa~< d hook, whc•rl·of the fir~t nnd last pagl·s ~hall Ill' 

signrd hy till' minister of finance ; (the intl•rnwdiatt• ones bt.'aring 

his rubrira only: ) thb book shall be rxprcssly ktopt for the pur

JlOSl' of sho\\ in!-{ a rlcar nnd drtailcd accoun t of the oprrations 

t.lrrit·d un at the Cnstom-housl':s of Ycrn C'rut. nne! Tampico, on 

thl· snhjt·rts pr 'inu~ly dctaikd in the 1Oth artil'lc of thr instruc

t inn•. For this purpo l' thl· administrators of those custom

hnusl'S "ill 1,rin• tinwly athice of tlll'ir proc~t·ding~ to th~ gt•nt'rnl 

tn·a~ury. 

" I 5. Since it mny occur thnt the ccrtifiratrs i~surcl hy the 

ngl·nts of the n·pnhlic he pn:5cntt•d indiflercntly nt V l'rn Cruz or 

Tmnpiro; to n\·oid nny error or frnucl, as nlso \1 ith n ' il'W to 

ascntain wht·thcr tlw \\hole inlt'rcst on the fon·ign dl'l1l bt• co

\'cn·cl or not, tht• administrator~ of thr~c custom-housl's nrc 

clin·rtt·tl to cnmmunicall• fn·quL·ntly with each oth l r, nch ising the 

amount of tatificatc~ \\ hich mny be prcsen tt•d nt tht•ir n'sJll'rti ' c 

oflin·~, taking t•ar<' to mrntion tlll'ir numhns, datr, "aim·, , ·c. 

A ncl should, at l·ithn of the rustom-hnusl·s, any t•rrnr or mistake 

ht• nnh·tl, or that any fraud he committed or att••mpll·d to he 

mach·, then ;uh it•t• tlu·n·of to he sen t inm!l'cliatcly to thl· gt lll'ral 

tn·asury and to thl· ~fin ister of Financt• to tht• rnd that thr go

n·rnuwnt mny dil'lnll' sut'11 orders 11s may he n•quired \1 ithout 

pn•judice to nny prorl·t•clings "hh:h the administrators may have 

thought fit to inslilull' hrfon• the proper trihunak 
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" 16. For the true and laithful obsermncc of nil the stipula

tions contained in the 4th, .>th, and Gth articles of the A brrel•ntcnt, 

and of the 3rd, ·Hh, .>tb, and 6th articles of the preceding net of 

congress, there shall be appointed with the least possible clelny n 

committee of emigration under the immediate orders of the su

preme go,·ernment, composed of threl' intl'iligcnt persons suitable.• 

for the office, who ~hnll han! the control of the lnnd sun·cys, 

location of emigrants, and other necessary dl'lnils, bearing in 

mind the end nod purpo-e of the Gtlt article of the decree of the 

12th of April, 1837, which has been admitted, nnd remains an 

integral part of the abon•-mcntioned A1-.rrecment. 

" 17. The agents of the republic having first notified uch tn 

the minister plenipotentiary at the British court, shall proceed to 

form an exact account, supported by vouchers, of all and l·vcry 

the ex"}>enses occasioned by the i suing of the m·'' bonds for the 

conversion of the foreign debt, which shall be duly transmitted to 

the minister of finance. 

" 18. Immediately upon concluding the payment of the fi rst 

dividend of the interest on thi!l new consolidntl-d dl·ht, '' hetlll'r 

such payment be made in London, or by the issuc of certi

ficates as herein before described, the ngcnt~ for the republic 

shall proceed, in conformity to the 15th article of the Af.,rrct•mt·nt, 

to collect the original honcls now dl•po~itl·d in the Bank of Eng

land, and in the presence of hi, E xcellency the ~lcxican minister 

to cancel and render the same unfit for circulaticm, by cutting 

out from the centre of each bond n piece of half an inch diameter, 

and this same operation shall he pcrfonncd on all bonds \1 hich 

may hereafter be presented for con,·crsion. lloth his Excellency 

the minister and the agents shall give due notice and account to 

the minister of finance of the bonds tim!! cancelled, de~crihin~ 

from whom received, amount, dates, &c., and all these ~aid docu

ments shall aftem·ards be placed in n safe deposit, as may be 

agreed upon by his Excellency the mini~tcr to her Britannic 

Majesty, together \lith the agents for the Tl'fHthlic, Ml that at any 

time these documents, when needed, can he forthcoming to pro,·e 

the legality of the convcr~ion. 
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" I !l. The isstll' uf m·w bonds shall be limitt•d to the pn•cise 

sum r,·ctuin·d tn ~ati-fy the amount of the old bonds, \1 ith arrears, 

&c., \1 hich sh.IIJ be JlTl'sentecJ for COll\ t•rsion, SO th,tt there ~hall 

nc·n·r he is•mccl one Jll'W bond t•xcept to n·pl:tc·c· 1m old one ; 11 hich 

lallc•r b to he dir,·ctly cancdlcd, and drpositl·d in a place of 

safety, a~ pro\'idl'd fnr hy tlw precl'ding article•. 

":!0. In compliam·l· "ith 11 hat is c•nactl•d in the ith nrtic·ll' of 

the hL·fnrl' rccih·d net, and fur the dnt• fulfilment of what is stipn 

latc·d in the pn·cNling ,\ 6.,., ·nwnt with n•stwct to the• ch·t<·rn·d 

bonds, it is dcclnr,·d hereby that the ncrc mentiom•d in the . \ grt·t•-

ment contnin~ 1!110 Engli h yards, and i~ equil"alcnt to • 
:\lt·xic:m mcnsurc. 

" :! I. To the end thnt the accounts of the fort•ign debt he krpt 

nt till' grncrnl trca ury 11 ith nece~sary care and ac:curacy, so as 

to currc pond "ith the dl'bt n:. now established by this presl•nt 

t'nJI\ rn;ion, there shnll he opc11l'd thl• prnpc•r nt·c·uunts in the 

g'Tl'Ht hook, unclcr the clill~rcnt lw:tds of capitals and intrrcsts, so 

that at any tillll' thl' situation nnd amount of the foreign debt 

may Ill' c' ~~~ seen in all ih parts. 

" :!:!. \\ lntl'I'Cr operations mny be• cntcrl'd into dtlwr within 

or 11 ithout the n·puhli1· rd;~ting to this ckht, must appe•ar in the 

hooks of tht· ln•asury; the n•in must be l'ntc•rl·cl also "lmte1·cr 

amonnts an• n·ce•in·cl or paicl, 11 hl'llwr sul'lt Sllllls he in l'ash or in 

any clcsl-ription of national Sl'rnrilit·s. 

" :!:l. For thl' hl'ltl'T rarr) ing into e•ffc•ct till' inslmc•tions con

tainecl in the prt·l•t·cling nrticlt•, the agents of the Tl'Jlllhlic·, 

l'ntrnstt·cl 11 ith the manag .. nwnl of thl'~e anitirs, shall remit by 

cnry English packl'l a gc·neral aet·ount made• up to tlw clay uf 

n•missinn, and of this t·opics shnll he sc•nt hy tlw gon rnnwnt to 

tla• tn·a~nry, for the nl'l·dful cntrie•s to bt• mach·. Snl'h public 

olliccrs in thc n·public who may l'ffcct nny ntwration comu•ctt•cl 

\\ ith the fun·ign cll·ht can only do so by 'irtne of a tn•nsury 

warrant, and they must give due notin•, upon the samt• being 

compll'led, to llll' tn·a~ury. 

Th,·rr is n blank in the original. 
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" 2.J.. At the end of e\'ery yenr the tren.sut') shall mnkc ont n 

general statement of the foreign debt, arranged to the 31st of 
December, and this shall form part of the gencml stntemcnt of 
the public credits and liabilities wluch the government submits 

every year to congress. 
" And I communicate this to you by order of his Excellency 

the president, for your information nml goYcmmcnt. 

"Jlfexico, 29th July, 1 39. "God rmd Liberty. 

"To ::\Iessrs. F. de Lizardi and Co." "ErnE\'.CRRI \. 

From the foregoing documents may be gleaned 
the precise interests and rigltts of B1·itisll subjects 
in Texas, when Lord Palmerston recognized the rle 
facto independence of that country: but C\'en that 
act of gross injustice towards his own countrymen 
is not unparalleled; for the territory of which the 
Texans claim the sovereignty under the right of 
conquest,- notwithstanding that three-fourths of 
that territory remain an unexplored "ildemess, 
into which the Texans are forbidden to penetrate 
by its unsubdued, unconquerable, and lawful owners, 
the nati,·e Indians,-includes a large portion of the 
states of Tamaulipas, Coahuila, Chihuahua, and 
the territory of Santa Fe, or New Mexico, in ad
dition to Texas-PToper, under the panish regime, 
as shown on the map: but the territory claimed by 
these people is under an act of the Texan Congress, 
(and not the right of conquest, as they falsely 
assert,) passed in the session of 1836, and which 
defines the boundaries of Texas thus :-

" The boundary of the republic of Texas is as 
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follows, beginning at the mouth of the Rio del orte, 
about 26 north latitude, and up that river to its 
source; thence a due nmth course to the source of 
the river Arkansas, the boundary-line of the United 

tates, following that river in all its meanderings to 
about the 99th degree of longitude from London ; 
then a line due south to the Red River, following 
the course of the Red River to a line due north from 
the junction of the abine River, with the 32nd 
parallel of latitude, and about the 91th degree of 
longitude; then taking the course of the abine 
River to its termination in tl1e Gulf of Mexico." 

Thus this boundary embraces that portion of the 
Mexican states I have mentioned, which lies east 
of the Rio del orte; hence, then, the injustice 
to the unoffending Iexicans of those stales. But 
our modern geographers arc not satisfied with this 
wholesale plunder, as defined by the Texan con
gress, and recognized by Lord Palmerston; they 
needs must leave a ally-port in the north-western 
corner, which may be seen in Mr. Arrowsmith's 
map, as published in l\fr. Kennedy's work, through 
which the Texans, cr in the constancy of the Anglo
American spirit," are to reach the shores of the 
Pacific I 

But surely l\Iessrs. Arrowsmith and Kennedy 
must be aware that the physical features of the 
country, that lies between the north-westem 
boundaries of Texas as correctly defined in the 
map which accompanies this work, present in-

N 
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numerable and indeed insurmountable obstacles to 
the influx of emigrant from Texas or the Cnited 
States to California and the shores of the Pacific. 
' Vhile the hostile Indian tribes on the frontier~ and 
the dense population in the interior of 1\Iexico~ at 
once render the ingress and egress of the Texans 
to the Californias from the western frontier of 
Texas~ so totally impossible, it is almost too absurd 
to allude to such visionary projects, except to illus
trate the folly which is constantly brought before 
the public by authors~ who collect matter to form 
their works in other countries, "hich is the course 
1\Ir. Kennedy says he pursued, instead of Wliting 
from personal observation, and the latter he could 
not have done, as he was not more than six weeks 
in T exas. The boundary line between the United 
States and Texas has also been cornmented on by 
Mr. Kennedy at great length, in which he would 
lead the world to believe that the former has had 
an indisputable title to the soil of Texas since 
the cession of Louisiana to the United 'tatcs by 
France, up to the time the states recognized the 
independence of Texas, notwithstanding that the 
boundaries between 1\Iexico and the states were 
unalterably defined by Onis's treaty of 1829, which 
has long been the law of nations on that subject; 
thus we find the boundary in question defined in 
the third article of On is's treaty of J 82D : 

"AnTICLE 3. The l>ounclary line between the two countric!l 

west of the ·Mississippi, shall commence from the 0 ulf of ~Icxico, 
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Ill till' place wlwr~ the river ·abinc l'lll}lties its1·lf into the st·a; 

:md it llhall conlinm• northward by tlw west bank of this rin·r, 

until it rt-aclll's the 32nd degree of latitude, from whid1 point 

it shall continu~ in n straight line due north , u ntil it strik1·s till' 

r1•d riwr of ~.ltl·hituchl·s, and tlu:n it shall proccL·d c·astward up 

till' t·ourst• nf tl1nt riwr a far a.~ the l OOth dl'gfl'e of long-itud1· w1•st 

from London nnd 23 degrees from W qshington, nt which point 

it :.hall no s that rin:r, nnd continue by n straight line due 

north on the nm1• dl'1,'1'Cl' of longitude to the ri\•cr Arkansas, the 

snuth hank of "hich it shall follow up to its source in the I 2nd 

drgrre nf north lntitudr, and from this point n straight line shall 

ht- drawn following the same parallel of Jntitud~:o to the Pacific 

Onnn. J\11 according to the map of tl!C United St.tcs, pub

li hed in Phil:ulclphin, by Mellish, nnd perf,·ctcd in HilS. But 

shoulcl it be founcl thnt the sourc.: of the Arkansas river is either 

to the north or the south of the said 12 d1·grcrs of latitude, the 

line hall continue from the source of tbnt river due north or due 

south, ns the case mny be, until it reaches tl!C snid 12 dew•·es of 

latitudt•, nnd then hnll follow thnt p:unllcl to the P arific Orl·an. 

All the i bnd~ uf the Sabine river, n·d river of Natchitoches, ancl 

Arkan,a~ rh·cr in the "hole of the course dcscribl·d, shall belong 

to thl• Uuitcd States; but the usc of the water:~ nncl u.1vigatiun 

of the Sahinc to tlw sea, nnd of the hcforc-mentiuned n'd river 

:mel Arkansa!l river, ulong the wlwlc course of their rl'SJ>l'Ctive 

bank11, cornpn·lwndecl \\ithin their limits hen· ~;pccilit·d, !>hall be 

cummou to the inhabitants of both countries. ·• 

Then follows a. clause by which 'pain for e\'er 
renounces all right, c·c. to territories to the cast 
and north of the said line ; and the Uuited Stales in 
like manner renounces for eL·er all rights, claims, and 

pretensions, to all territories situated to the rvesf am! 

south of the said line. But whilst every effort was 
and is being made to disturb lhe establish ed order 

N 2 
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ofthings-while the creation of a new country, and 
the dismemberment of an old and friendly nation 
were going on, not a voice was raised in the Bri
tish parliament on this important subject, except 
that of Mr. O'Connell, who unfortunately took a 
\Vrong view of the T exan question in the first in
stance, and when adYised as to the right course, did 
not think proper to follow it. • However, he urged 
the propriety of the treaty between T exas and 
England being brought before the house; but lhis 
Lord Palmerston evaded, and not a particle of in
formation upon this vital subject could be obtained 
in any quarter until the month of May, 1 11, when 
the following official communication from General 
Hamilton was published, to lull the natural suspi
cions and apprehensions of those who were most 
deeply interested in the Texan question, namely the 
British creditors of Mexico : 

"MY LoaD, "London, November 5, 1810. 
"As our communications in relation to the proposed medi

ation of Her Majesty's government, in procuring a pacification 
between Texas and :Mexico, and the assumption by the former 
of a portion of the public debt of the latter, have hitherto been 
entirely verbal, I beg leave to transmit you this drspatch, that 
the reasons and motives, which may influence the republic 
of Texas in making thls assumption, may not be liahlc to any 
farther misconstruction. In the first place, I 'lnu~t enter a pro
testando a.,aainst the inference that Tcxu!l ill nouNo in any degree 

for any portion of the said debt on any principle of international 
law, or by any one obligation of private justice. 

• Vide Letter to Mr. O'Connell in Appendix. 
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" :\l llxico ,-iolatrd the charters she l1nd granted to Austin's 

colonists, on the faith of \1 hich the Anglo-Americans hnd emi

grah·d to 1'exM, and recovered its territory from the savage 

tribt• , "ith \\hom :\f1·xico wns incapable of cuping. These 

'iolations \I ere nccumpnnied by atrocities, which rather belonged 
to the dark ngl!li thnn the dny in which we live. 

"1\·xM con ummuted her independence in 1836. In 1837, after 

].fl•xico hncl lost nil po~~c sion of nnd soverci{..rnty over Texas, 

11h1' l·onchukd n COII\"cntit'n in London with the 1\lexicnn bond

huldl•rs, and assigned certain portions of her public lands il1 
s~\'l•ml of her province or departments. 'he wns guilty of the 

absurd mockl-ry of including in this convention tho~e situated 

in the dl·partml•nt of Texas, where ~>he hnd neither a man nor 

n fool of land OH·r \\hich ~>he exercised jurisdiction cast of the 

H.io Gr nd~. 
" I n~ ·d not i1ai l, I nm sure, with your lorclbhip, on the 

absolute nullity of this conl'cntion, as far ns Tcxns is concerned. 

But \1 hat I clesirc to do is to do voluntarily, as a concession to 

the bem•\'fllence mul philanthropy of her 1\lajcsty's government, 

whit'h have inclucl·d you to come forward nnd offer its inter

l'l'ntion in producing a pacification betwcrn the two countries, 

hnnuuntbll• to hulh. 

" If, therefore, :\fcxico \\ill consl•nt to n truce with Texas 
\1 ithin thirty days nftt·r the rommunication of nny conn•ntion, 

\le may conclude on the subjt·el hy her Mnjesl) 's ministers al 

her capit.:tl, and in ~ix months nftt>r will conclude a treaty of amity 

and t•mnmt·n·e \I ith 'ft•xn", \1 hich shall pro\ idl· fur n satisfactory 

and \lt:ll-clefincd boundary between the two countrit•s, 1 shall 

be quitr willing to come under a stipulation that Texas shall 

assume one million sterling of the public debt of Ml•xico, con

lractecl by \ l l·xico prior to the year 1835, which is precisely the 

sum the Unitt·d tall•s ufii.·n•d for the whole country in 1830. 

The value it hns acquired since has bt'cn confcrrrd on i t by the 

enterprise, Jwmism, and intelligcnct• of the ritizcns of T exas 

lhemst·l vt•s, nncl is n ju~t nncl honoumhlt• arquisition of their own. 

" Th ill I desirt• to be regarded ns u voluntary conccs~ion ; for 
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I conceh·e Texas no more bound to assume a portion of the 
public debt of :llexico, than the thirteen American colonies, after 

they achie>ed their independence, were bound to as:;ume n share 
of the national debt of Great Britain. Your lordship, however, 
in our conferences, has never pressed this as n matter of right, 

although I have not failed to recognise tho zealous attention 
and re.:,I?3I'd you have pnid lo the interests of a class of her 
Majesty's subjects, who hnve long suffered under the bad faith 
of ~Iexico, and whom, under a ju,t equivalent to the citizens 
of Texas, I shall be gratified if they shall be instrumental in 

indemnifying. 
" In conclusion, I ha>e the honour to remain, ";lh di~tin

guisbed comideration and r .. -gan!, 

"Your Lordship's obedient 'errant, 

"]. lJA.UILTO~." 

" The Right Hon. Lord Yiscount Palmerston." 

This letter (which is quite Texan in the way of 
contradiction,) is dated the 5th November, 1 10, 
eight days before the treaty was signed between 
England and Texas,* and Lord Palmerston accepted 
this letter as the basis of the subjoined convention 
which was signed the day after the treaty. 

"Co~·YE~TIO~. 

" Whereas her )!ajcsty the Queen of the United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Ireland, being de irons of putling an end to 
the hostilities which still continue to be carried on hl·tnccn 
)Jexico and Texas, ha~ oflcrccl her mediation to the contending 

parties, with a view to bring about a paeificaliun between them ; 

• The treaty between Englancl ancl Tt·xas Will! puhlishecl in 
the U nitNl Statt·s' papers in June, I /:Ill : llw copy given in the: 

Supplement is taken from an Anu.:ric<~n paptr. 
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nnd "ht•rCJI. the republic of Texas hns accepted the mediation 

so oflercd: the republic of Texu~ and her llritnnnic )Jnjcsty's 

go\ emmt·nt han• determined to settle, by means of convention, 

certain nrmngemcnt which will become necessary in the C\'ent 

of !IUch pacification being effl•cted ; and hnvc for this purpose 

nnmed us their plcnipoll·ntinrie~, that is to say, the republic of 

Texas, General Jnmc llnmilton, &c., &c. ; and her )fajesty the 

Queen of the nitetl Kingdom, the RighL Honourable Henry 

John Yiscount Pnlmer,ton, Baron Tcmph•, n peer of Ireland, n 

member of parliament, Knight of the Omntl Cros~ of the )lost 

llunoumble Order of the Hath, nnd lwr Britannic )lnjesty's 

Prindpnl S£'Crdnry of Stntc for Forei,t'Tl Afi(tirs ; who, nftcr having 

communicntcd to t•ach other their r" ptcth·c full power~, found 

in goo•! order and due furm, ha\'e agreed upon and concluded the 
foliO\\ ing articles :-

" Art. 1. Tht· r~ public of Texas agrees that if by the mediation 
uf her Britannic )l.tjcsty nn unlimited tntce shall be cstllblh,ht·d 

hcl\H'CII )l~:xico and Tex.t within thirty days ant•r this com·en

tion 11llllll have been communicated to the )[exicnn govcmment 

hy her Brillmnic )!njcsty's mis ion at Mexico; and if" ithin six 

months :afit·r that communication shall have IJct•n mnclt•, ~[exico 

11hnll h:n e conrlndt•tl a treaty of pence with Texas, then, uncl in 

such cnsc, the republic of 1\·xns will tnkc upon itself n portion, 

nmountu1g to one milJion pounds sterling, of the capital of the 

furl ign dd>l contracted IJy the n·publie of ,.\(exico before the lst 
of January, l S:J.i . 

''Art. 2. The mannt·r in "hich the cnpitnl of one million 

pounds sterling of fin<'ign debt, nll'ntionccl in the prl'Ct·ding 
articlt·, shall he tran fern·d frum the rt']Hlhlic of ::\[exirn tn the 

n•pnhlic of T t·xn , hall he settled bt·rt~llier hy a spl'l'ial ngrt•t•mcnt 

het\n·cn thu republic uf Tcxn-; and the n•puhlic of :\I t•xico, under 

medhtion uf ht·r Britunnic :'\!:ajesty. 

"Art. a. The pr<' t•nt convention shall he ratified, :wcl the 

ratifil·atiuns shnJI he cxl·hangt•d at Londnn ns soon as possible 

11 ithin the ~pal'C uf nine months fi·01n this date. 



184 GEN. HA.MlLTO~'s PROT.l::STA DO. 

" In witness whereof, the rcspecth·e plenipotentiaries have 

signed, and ha,·e affixed tltercunto the senls of tlteir arms. 
Done at London the 14th dny of November, in the year of our 

Lord, 1840. 

( igned) "PAL)!ERSTON. 

"liAMILTON." 

General Hamilton, whilst absolutely craving the 
mediation of her Britannic Majesty on behalf of 
Texas with the mother country, for the suspension 
of hostilities, on the issue of which depends the 
independence of the republic of Texas, enters his 
" protestando" against the inference that Texas is 
bound in any degree for any portion of the foreign 
debt of l\Iexico, on any principle of international 
law : but the gallant Texan envoy must have for
gotten that the debt contracted by Mexico with 
British subjects was for the express purpose of 
promoting the internal improvement of the Mexican 
states, and that the loan raised by l\Iexico in Lon- • 
don was so applied by the Mexicans, and that a 
due portion fell to the lot of Texas. In order, 
however, to substantiate his " protestando" he 
states, " I conceive Texas no more bound to assume 
a portion of the public debt of l\Iexico, than the 
thirteen American colonies, after they had achieved 
their independence, were bound to assume a share 
of the national debt of Great Britain." Here it is 
necessary to remind the enlightened plenipotentiary 
that England had no foreign debt at the time to 
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which he alludes ; and if she had, as is the case 
with Me~ico, he may be sure that the foreign 
creditors of England would have applied to, and, 
in case of rerusal, compelled the thirteen American 
colonies to assume a part of the foreign debt of the 
mother country. 

There arc a few other assertions contained in 
General Hamilton's despatch, that are worthy of 
a passing notice. lie says, u Texas consummated 
her independence in 1 36." If so, where was the 
necessity of his soliciting, in 1810, the mediation 
of the Queen of the nited Kingdom with Mexico ? 
And if the latter, as Gen. Hamilton has stated, lost 
u in 1 37, all pos ession of, and all sovereignty over 
Te:\.as," why call in a third power? Is it simply 
for the satisfaction of making a voluntary concession 
of £1,000,000 sterling to the benevolence and phi
lanthropy of the British government? If Texas 
achieved her independence honourably and nobly, 
and was so prepared to maintain it, would she now 
offer to pay " precisely the sum the United States 
offered for the whole country in 1 30," when she 
can console herself with the assertion put forth 
by the Texan envoy in his u protestando ?" Cer
tainly not. 

When speaking of the violations of certain con
tracts between Mexico and the Texan , that " were 
accompanied by atrocities which rather belonged 
to the <lark flges thfln the era in which we live," his 
E:\.cellcncy, as a matter of course, alludes to the 
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following, which are historically recorded by several 
American writers :-

The massacre, by the first Anglo-American settlers in T exas, 
of the Carancauha Indians, amounting to 3.30 families, 

men, women, and children, . ay GOO >:ouls, GOO 

The massacre of a poor Indian woman, who was shot, and 
"had both knees broken for stealing a handful of com 

from a crib."- (Te.ras i11lSlO.) 1 

The poor wounded Indian, who wns asked by a gallant 

Texan officer, " where he would be shot, opened hi 
bosom, and pointed to the centre of his brea~t, "hil'h wns 

immediately pierced by a ball, and a rope being tit·d to his 

legs, the body was dragged some distnuce, and finally 
hung upon a tree, where it remained until eaten up piece

meal by the wol\'es and rulturcs.''-(Te.ra.f in 18 10.) 
The unpro\'oked massacre of alccdo's officers by the Texan~, 

at San Antonio, amounting to 27 
The assassination of General Long by his T exan soldiers l 

Ditto 

Brazos in 1828 
" Thompson, n planter on the 

The assassination of--- Foster, a planter on the Drnzos 

in 1828 t 
The assas~ination of Judge Fisher, Mat:tgordcr, 1839 1 
The massacre of 1·1 Indian chiefs and two women at an 

Antonio, April, 1810; they having entered that settlement 

for the purpose of concluding treaties with the Texanll . 1 G 

The deliberate assassination of Yanec and three of his as•oci-
ates on the H ouston rnce-cour c in April, 18 JO, in the pre-
sence of two or three thousand p rsons . •I 

The duel between a Colonel of the Texan am1y and a 
subaltern officer at Austin, )Jay, 1810, in which both were 

mortally wounded 2 
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It must ha,·e been these 655 bloody deeds to 
which the worthy Ctwoy alludes in his despatch, 
and not to the one provoked, but nevertheless un
justifiable, reprisal made by the Mexicans when 
they put Fanning and his armed and rebellious as
sociates to death; or to the murder of two English
men, l\rr. 'Vard and , by the Indians, at the 
city of Austin, in March, 1840. These arc indeed 
gnn c atrocities, but they do not, when duly consi
dered, equal the enormities\\ hich history has already 
recorded against the Texans. The Texan ptides him
self on his Anglo-American blood, boasts of his lm
manity, hi:s moral and political perfection, and finally 
of his high state of civilization; therefore there is 
nothing that can be urged to extenuate his crimes. 
" 'hereas the l\Iexicans are described by some mo
dern authorities, a proud, idle, revengeful, priest
ridden, and in fact a half civilized race only," hom, 
however, the history of civilized nations will in 
some measure excuse, in the case of Fanning and 
his men, by merely recording the usage common 
among civilized nations in all cases of rebellion ; 
and as for the poor, oppressed, and benighted 
Indians, who arc still far beyond the pale of civi
lizalioll, and "ho hare nercr heard the command

ment of their God, "Thou shalt do no murder," 
and yet arc being robbed and murdered daily by the 
very Christians whose duty, and whose study it 
ought to he, to teach and protect them ; surely 
the acts ascribed to these poor creatures cannot be 
said to be tltcir 0\.\ n crimes. 
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But even admitting for a moment that all these 
T exan atrocities that I have brought forward from 
historical records, could be justly inscribed on the 
escutcheons of the Mexican nation, yet we find 
them paralleled in the history of Europe, aye, even 
down to the very era in which we live. T ake, for 
example, Spain and Portugal, where reprisals have 
been made, not once, but repeatedly, and British 
subjects shot in cold blood under the very guns of 
their own country! And yet these countries are 
not expunged from the map of Europe, nor British 
interests in either overlooked. Is Mexico, then, to 
be erased from the map of the new world for one 
reprisal? a country which is to England, in the 
west, what Turkey is in the east; while the United 
States, in the Gulf of 1\Iexico, is to the several 
powers on the continent of America, what Russia, 
in the Black Sea, is to the powers of Europe ! Are 
then the restless, acquisitive, and ungovernable 
Anglo-Americans to be suffered (under any pre
text) by the British government to overrun Mexico 
and to extend their territorial boundary to the 
shores of the Pacific? If so, it is time for the 
Mexicans, and the British merchants, and the creui
tors of Mexico to unite to a man, and call on the 

outh American republics, one and all, to resist the 
first and unjustifiable inroad (on_ the l\Iexican terri
tory), of their rapacious, mortal, and acquisitive 
enemies, the Anglo-Americans of the United tates. 

General Hamilton, who, about two years ago, 
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was n slave-holding citizen of the United tntes, 
must, as such, be aware that the boundary between 
the nited tates and the Mexican province of 
Texas, has long since been satisfactorily defined 
and recognized by the law of nations. l"or 
surely he cannot allude in his despatch to the 
boundary of Texas as independent, while he ac
knowledges the existence of hostilities between 
the Texans and the parent state, or be allowed to 
throw off allegiance to his country; and appear at 
the court of t. James's as a citizen of Texas, so 
created for the express purpose of disturbing the 
boundaricsoL\Iexico. Lord Palmerston must, doubt
less, hn\·e seen the drift of the Texan en\'oy, "hich is 
simply to break up the existing order ofthings, that he 
may open a door to his acqui itive countrymen that 
shall e\'entually lead them to the possession of the 
treasures of ~Iexico, as well as those of the Pacific. 
However, the convention between England and 
Texas, of which General Hamilton's despatch was 
accepted by Lord Palmerston as the basi , is simply 
a recognition by the British government of hostilities 
pending (at the very moment the treaty was signed) 
between l\Iexicoand her rebellious colonists in Texas; 
and as it is generally reported that Lord Palmerston's 
Texan treaty has not yet been ratified by the Bri
tish go\'ernmcnt, this convention cannot be looked 
upon as a recognition of the independence of the 
republic of Texas by Great Britain, a subject which 
is not to be handled without the most profound 
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consideration, replete as the colonial history of 
England is "ith the injuries and dangers that ac
crue to a mother country from the interferences of 
a foreign power in disputes between a parent state 
and her colonies. "·here, it may be asked, are these 
injuries and dangers more distinctly exhibited than 
in the colonial history of England? But while we 
repudiate such unju tifiable interferences, stig
matize them as unpardonable, and are the first to 
seek the fullest atonement, let it not be said that 
England bas prematurely and unjustly interfered 
in this case, which is immediately connected with 
one of a similar nature, that has placed the life of 
a British subject in imminent peril, and may there
fore be appropriately cited as a case in point. On 
the contrary, now that the period so peremptorily 
defined by the T exan envoy for the ratification 
of a treaty of amity and commerce between l\Ie.:\ico 
and Texas, has expired without the ratification of 
such a treaty taking place, her .Majesty's government 
should accept the refusal of Mexico to surrender her 
sovereignty to the Texan territory, as a strict con
firmation of the existence of hostilities between the 
two countries, and should endeavour to obtain from 
Gen. Hamilton some information as to the course 
the Texans intend to pursue, remembering that the 
interests of that u class of her Majesty's subjects 
who have long suffered under the bad faith of 
Mexico," have suffered most from protracted civil 
wars, in which the Anglo-Americans and Texans 
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have taken an actiYe part, in direct violation of 
every private contract and international law. 
The sentiments of the Mexican nation on the sub
ject of the recognition of the independence of 
Texas may be gleaned, moreover, from the following 
extract from the protest of the l\Icxican Charge 
d'Aff.'lires, addressed to Lord Palmcrston, and sub
sequently approved by the ~Iexican government:-

"The go,·emnwnt of ~Texico ratifies the protest of the Charge 
cl'AO;,in·s ()Icxicnn) to Lord Palmen;ton, ndding that the nc

kumllulgmt•nt of a fnction of nch-enturcrs ns nn independent 

nation h contmry to the principles '' hich Lord 1'.1lmcrston, 
cunjointly with the four powers, has mainta.im•d in Enropll in tlw 

Turco-Egyptinn que lion, in '' hich no ntl,·cnturcr, but an illm;

triuus prince, n nntivu born in the country, cndenvour~·d to with

elm'' himself from the son·n:·ignty of the Gnmd 'cignor of 

Const;mtinoplc. Thnt the conduct of J"ord Pnlmer~ton was n 

bn·ach of tl1c bnrmony nnd good faith, which wns l'Onsidl•red also 

by the pnnish-.\mcric.'ln t.1tes to be n chnmcteristic of tltc 

British gov~;nnnen t, o thnt it wns impossible to concci1 e that, 

in the fuce of existing trentics of nllinnce nnd friendship between 

Great Brit.un nncl :.\[cxico, by which the integrity of the i\Iexiean 

territory iR nckno'' lt•dgctl, how ~thoultl be reco~:,•nizcd ns n 

sovcn·ign peopll•, not n fmction of the snmc t<•rritory nnd its 
primitive inhahiumts, hut n handful of adven turers, who in the 

sight of nil the world ha\·e entered upon the Mexican territory, 

bringing ~ lnves with them to rc-cstnblish slnn·ry in n country 

in which by lnw slavery wns nholished. That in the treaty 

betwct•n Lord Pulmerston nnd the agent of Texas there is no 

provision for tl1e abolition of sln1·cry; a condition which tltc 

English go\'<•rnmcn t hM cxnclt·cl from all the Spnnish-Amcricmt 

governmt•nts in tlw trentit•s cclchrntcd with them. Thntthc tt•rri

tury ()f Tcxn!l is mortgngcd for the foreign debt of Mexico, nnd to 
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permit the alienation of a property so sacred, ~"llinst the will of 

its owner, and encouraging the aggrcs ors with morn} fore!', which 
Lord Palmerston has done by the recognition of thl'ir indcpeml
ence, is to attack every principle of justice and international 
right, and will be a most ominous precedl•nt for UIC new world. 

"In consequence, the ~[cx:ican government, firm in the 

justice of its cause, and rcsoh·ed to preserve the integrity of its 
territory, will commit to force the execution of the national will, 

whose energy is da.ily displayed in the resources voluntarily 

proffered by all the citizens, and in the progressive :uncliornlion 
of the revenues of the state; and the Euglish people will render 

justice to Mexico when it is seen that the anomalous conduct of 
the British ministry does not prevent her from fulfilling the 
obligations which she has contracted, and will sec besides lhnt 
the Mexican nation knows how to distinguish between the 
British people and the go\·ernment." 

The last paragraph of this protest is by no means 
complimentary to Lord Palmerston. Although 
true, it is nevertheless sincerely to be hoped that the 
House of Commons will, in some way, acknowledge 
the friendly feeling of the Mexican nation towards 
their constituents, and that they will devise some 
measures to secure the continuance of the friendly 
disposition of Mexico towards Great Britain. 

Finally, T exas, in the exercise of her nominal 
and would-be de facto independence, has strained 
every point to obtain a loan of 5,000,000 dollars 
from England. Having failed in London, Holland 
was tried, with no better success ; and recently Ge
neral Hamilton has modestly asked but for 2,000,000 
dollars. In what manner it is intended to apply this 
money, will be the subject of another chapter, while I 
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will venture to offer a word of advice to capitalists 
on this subject, which is, first to inquire (not as 
regards Texas only, but every other country) into 
the nature and extent of the natural and artificial 
resources of the country that makes such an at
tempt: and secondly, into the means possessed 
or proposed for their development before they ad
\'ance their money, which has already found its 
way across the Atlantic much quicker than it ";ill 
find its wa;· back. 

This remark, though applied to Torth America 
generally, may be more strictly applied to Texa , 
"here the spontaneous resources, and indeed the 
soil itself, "hich, liberally offered to British capi
talists as a security for money, and for sale to others, 
at l5s. per acre, is still in the possession of the 
native I ndinns. The successful development of 
its agricultural capabilities for the cultivation of 
cotton, sugar, indigo, coffee, tobacco, rice, &c., 
must depend on egro labour, which I think the 
reader will be convinced, on reading the subsequent 
chapters, Texas "ill not be able much longer to 
obtain. These arc facts, which, if overlooked by 
capitalists, they must ine,·itably lose e\'ery shilling 
they advance to Texas; and surely it is to be hoped 
that the hard-earned millions of England will not 
again be admnced on the mere recommendation of 
our North American bubble-mongers, or European 
revolutionists and political demagogues. The 
evils of so doing arc at this moment ripe, and their 

0 
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baneful tendency too generally felt, to need any 
further comment on the ubject. 

The geographical position of T exas has, more 
than once, been alluded to by the Texan advocates 
as presenting innumerable advantages to capitalists, 
and to the governments of Europe, who may be 
am:ious to work a fiscal revolution in Mexico and 
the United States; but without descanting on the 
moral turpitude of such an object, it cannot be 
denied that the millions which have been lent 
to both those coru1tries were ad,·anced for the 
express purpose of their internal impro\·ement, 
thereby promoting their external resources, so as 
best to secure their own prosperity, and yield 
the return sought by their creditors. The policy 
of both these countries seems to be lhat of keeping 
up prohibitory duties! 

Mexico, when she had shaken off the yoke of the 
mother country, found a mercantile polity exclu
stve m favour of Spain calculated to confine to 
her all commerce, and had to open her ports to 
foreign nations, under a system becoming her 
as an independent nation. he was filled, some 
thirty years ago, with a population of which 
two-thirds were demi-civilized Indians, who were 
almost the only labourers and cultivators of the 
soil, not living on the produce of the chase, like 
the Indians of North America. These Indians, 
though industrious, could not afl'ord to clothe 
themselves and families, owing lo the price of 



TIIF. \fl. T\1\E\ POLICY Or 'IEXI{'O. 19.5 

goods, on "hich duties were levied to the amount 
of 200 or 300 per cent. on prime cost. These 
high duties ha,·e more or less been continued to 
defray the increased expenses of the war of inde
pendence. lienee, then, Me:\ico, in all her revo
lutions, could never attempt. to adequately lower 
her tariff; but hopes are now entertained of a 
great reduction ''hereby all classes will be able to 
clothe themselves, and the revenue will be \'astly 
increased. The nited tates, with her manu
factures in their infancy, ha pursued a similar 
S) stem, and b<.'en compelled to forego the entire 
de,·elopment of her agricultural resource. , for the 
e\lcnsion and general impro,·ement of her manu

facture ·: and if any political economist, or person 
of common sense, can be led to bclie\'e that Texas 
either can, or ''ill be suffered to become so for
midable to the ' nited tates and 1e:\ico, and 

to t.he British merchant in both cases, as by admit
ting goods, duty free, to destroy the fiscal regula
lions of those countries, I lament exceedingly that 

I cannot, on laking an unbiassed view of the ques
tion, bring fom ard one point. on which they can 
ground such a \'ain hope: on t.he contrary, it is 
by no means doubtful, that, as soon ns the United 

tales find-;, "hich he must ere long, that T exas 
pretends first to ruin her manufactures, and then 

to become her mo t. formidable ri\'al in agricul
tmr, slw will take up such a positiou towards 
T exas as \\ill conyincc her of the weakness of her 

() ~ 
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real geographical position, and that it would be 
much easier to carry on a war across the abine 

than across the Rio Grande. 
But the policy of the Texans is, and must be, 

war, so long as :Mexico remains unsubdued, and 
until the last of the Native Indian tribes arc exter
minated. Finding themselves without the least 
probability of reconciling the former, and haYing 
failed in the execution of all their plans for the 
speedy completion of the latter, they look a part 
in Canales' re-rolutionary schemes for the dismem

berment of J\Ie:~:ico. 

In the summer of 1839 Canales attempted, with
out money or arms, to raise the long-fallen standard 
of federalism. Ha,·ing witnessed the success of the 
Texan rebellion, he was induced to beliere that 
Tamaulipus, his native state, was just as much en
titled to be declared an independent republic as 
Texas. He therefore collected a force of about 
700 men, who first declared the stales of Tamauli
pus, Coahuila, and Durango, an independent re
public, under the title of the Republic of Rio Grande, 
and then elected Canales president. Immediately 
after his election Canales marched at the head of 
his follo·wers to Laredo, a small town on the Rio 
Grande, where the insurgents remained to the 
month of April, 1810, when they were attacked 
and defeated by General Arista, who commanded 
a strong detachment of the centralist troops. Ca
nales, and a few of his followers, made good their 
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retreat, directing their steps as fugitives towards the 
capital of Texas, where they arrived about the 1st 
of May, haring secured the friendship of the Co
manches, and other Indian tribes, through whose 
territory they passed, by assuring them that he and 
hi · followers were nothing more than missionaries 
and traders. Canales soon enlisted the sympathy 
of the Texan go\'ernment, and, after a few days 
spent in negotiations with the president of Texas, 
which were strictly pri,·ate, Canales left Austin for 
Galveston, where he was followed by the Texan 
pre ident, '' ho arri,·ed at Gah·eston on 20th of l\Iay, 
when the pri\ ate negotiations were renewed, and 
continued between the contracting parties to the 
2.5th, when Canales embarked on bohrd a Texan 
armed chooncr, the an Jacinto, Captain Postelle, 
for Lire nk Point, a small settlement in "r estern 
Texas, to make arrangements for the disembarka
tion at that point of 500 volunteers, which he raised 
in Texas, '' ith the consent of the Texan govern
ment during his short visit. Canales had but one 
.Mexican ofTicer with him, Colonel Cara,·ajal, \\ ho 
was formerly a sun eyor in Texas, when under the 
1\Ic\.ican government. He, howercr, engaged Ge
neral Baker and olonel " ' igginton, with sereral 
other Texan officers of inferior rank. The first 
place to be attacked by Canales was Matamoros, a 
1\Icxican garrison, about thirty miles from the mouth 
of the Rio Grande. On the 28th the first draft of 
volunteers folio\\ eel C:unalcs, in two schooners, con-
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voyed by two T exan armed schooners ; and on the 
30th another draft arrived at Gah'eston, from the 
interior of Texa , for the same service. This draft 
consisted of thirty-two men : and on the th of June 
another body of men sailed from ew Orleans, for 
the same destination. The exact extent of territory 
claimed by the republic of Rio Grande is as follows. 
From the river Nueces (the western boundary of 
Texas) on the east, to the western boundary-line of 
the state of Durango, on the west, and from the 
Gulf of l\Ie:\ico, on the south, to the northern 
boundary of the state of Chihuahua, on the 
north. 

Canales had scarcely tw·ned his back before the 
result of his private conference with the Texan 
ruler was divulged, and was currently reported as 
follows :-The entire Texan fleet, consisting of one 
corvette, two brigs, and the three schooners already 
alluded to, were to be employed in the federalist 
service in the first instance; but so soon as the 
latter possessed themselves of a seaport, the whole 
fleet was to have been sold or handed over to Rio 
Grande by the Texan government, on the following 
terms :-

"1st. The president of the republic of Rio Grande (Gcncr-.U 
Canales) pledges himself to declare the indepenclence of the re

public at Rio Graude, and to declare ancl estahl ish the state and 

fecleral constitution of 1821, so soon as he shall ha\'C established 
his head quarters within the limits of the territory claimed by 
the said republic. 

" 2nd. That the republic of Rio Grandt• Hhall immcctiatcly 
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allt•r the said cl<'clnrution of inclepenclenc<' rccobrnize the ind<'pt·n

clcnce of Tcxns. 

" 3rd. The republic of Texas pledges herself to nicl the fcclc

rnlist~ of Rio Gmnde in their struggle for indcpcnclencc, dircctly 

her indeputdence is recognized by the republic of Rio Grande." 

Thus the total dismemberment of 1\Iexico was 
to have been speedily completed under the specious 
pretence of a regard for the constitution of 1821. 
Every petty state in the northern and eastern parts 
of 1\lcxico "as to have been invited to raise the 
standard of rebellion ; and in the event of their 
being molested by the central republican govern
ment of ;\le:\ico, it was arranged that they should 
anne:\ themselves to Texas under the federal 
system referred to. 

While the Texan government was anxiously 
looking forward to the completion of this their dar
ling object1 the dismemberment of l\Iexico, Colonel 
'Yigginton hastened away to the nited lates to 
raise 2,000 men for the military service of Hio 
Grande. \Yho was to have taken comrnand of 
these troops, was not known. Canales being only 
a village lav.yer, could not be their leader. In 
fact he was nothing more than a puppet in 
the hands of the Texan government, which had 
raised him to the position he then held to secure 
the influence he possessed in the state that were 
lo form the new republic. These stales, it was ge
nerally believed, would have declared in favour of 
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federalism, all1\Iexico would luwe been convulsed, 
and the British capital invested in the mines of 
Durango and Zacatecas, and in commerce, might 
have been lost, and all British interests in l\lexico 
seriously compromised. 

The Texan militia was rapidly organizing, at this 
period, throughout the republic, for the ostensible 
purpose of chastising the Comanche Indians, who 
were concentrating all their force between the rivers 
San Antonio and Guadalupe, in western Texas, 
in order to revenge the massacre of their chiefs at 
San Antonio in the month of April. The Che
rokee Indians. were also preparing to commence 
hostility against Texas. The troops on the west of 
the Brazos were ordered to march against the Kicka
poos and other Indian tribes, who were engaged in 
hostilities with the sett1ers in Robertson country, 
about the three forks of the Trinity river ; in fact, 
the affairs of Texas generally assumed a Yery war
like appearance. Canales, however, no sooner 
found the prospects of success somewhat doubtful, 
than he endeavoured to accommodate matters with 
the government of Mexico. And on the 6th of 
November, 1840, a com·ention was signed between 
General Reyes (commanding part of Arista's army) 
and Canales, and by the terms, not only was the 
cause of federalism and all notion of the new re
public of Rio Gran de abandoned, but Canales and 
an the 'Mexicans under him joined General Ruyes, 



(; \'-: \l,ES' CO~\'E~TION WITU REYES. 20] 

and have incc actually made war upon the Texans, 
(whose duplicity they discovered,) in conjunction 
with Arista's army. 

Part of the Texan and American adventurers 
who were taken from T exas and the United tates 
were surprised and made prisoners, but the remain
der had intimation of the nature of the convention, 
and fled in all directions back to Texas. Thus 
endPcl the fir t partisan war of the T exans, and so 
"ill e\'cry other, where the undi ciplined hordes 
invade their neighbours, the sovereigns of the soil 
they ha\'e usurped so ungratefu11y. 



CHAPTER V. 

Present population of Texns-Whites-Indinns and ·c~roes

Misrepresentations respecting the white population- talistical 
table of to"TUS and population of Texas in 1839 nnd 1810-
Aristocrntical Land-owner,., U sl!fuls, Contcmptiblcs or \\11itr 

Kiggers, and Loafers-Oppressive sptcm of taxation-H ouses 
open to Yisitors-Tbe Texan ladics-T11e rising generation
Texan salutations-The Texan Planters-The fom1cr and 

present religion of Texas-A graphic &ketch of a Tcxnn 

gambler-Inns and boarding how.es, &c., &c. 

THE present inhabitants of Texas consist of three 
distinct classes, Anglo-American, or whites, about 
54,0 8 ; Indians, 80,000; and Negroes, J 0,000 to 
12,000, in al1146,088. The first profess civilization; 
the second wander over the face of the country, and 
contend for their primitive rights, lands, and free
dom ; the third are exposed to the degradation and 
horrors of slavery in its worst forms. 

There is not a subject connected with the history 
of Texas, that bas been so grossly misrepresented, 
as that of the character and numbers of the white 
population, and this has obviously been done for 
several reasons. The exaggerated accounts com
menced with the scheme for the separation of 
Texas from Coahuila, which could only be mooted, 
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a it wa. in 1 31, on the ground that T exas pos
sessed u the nece ary elements to form a separate 
state," viz., u a population of 80,000 souls." T o 
reach this standard, it was necessary to multiply 
hundreds by, thou ands; and since the Texans have 
established their independence, they have been im
pelled to continue the estimate system on which 
they started first, to make it appear to the people 
of the United 'tates that the white population is suf
ficiently numerous to afford peaceably disposed emi
grants e\·ery protection against the Indians and the 
millions of Mexicans; and lastly, the greatest object 
of all is to deter the l\Iexicans, by swelling the 
Texan might, :rrom attempting to reconquer the 
country ; bul the subjoined table will enable the 
reader to form an opinion on this subject. 

The folio'' ing is tl1c Stalisticru:Tablc of the Towns and P<Jpu
latiun of Tcxns, in ISJO and I ~ 10. 

C'l t~ 1 &nd T uwna. 

Au~tin (Capitnl of T l·Xas) 

Anahuac 

Bulh·ar 

llra?.oria 

Columbia ( Ensl and \\ c st) 

Goliad 

Gal n:~tcm ( "land and Cit) ) 

Gonzales 

II ou~t on 

Li\'C Onk Puint 

J .ynchhurgh 

Lamar 

100 

50 
.iO 

2.i0 

:?CHI 

:?.iO 

.;,ooo 
21i0 

:?,Oi3 

20 

:?0 

:},; 
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Liberty 20 

~Iatagorda 600 
Nacogdoches 

Osceola 
Richmond 
San Antonio 
San Augustin 

San Patricio 
Sabine 

San Felipe 
Yictoria 
Yelasco 
Washington 

Washington, Xew 

Total of the Resident in Towns 

A.:,aricultural population, exclusive of Negro<·s 

Permanent residents 

750 

50 
80 

2,000 
1,000 

200 

1.30 

20 

600 
100 
100 

20 

16,5 

12,500 

20,088 

Transient visitors, such as trader , land jobbers, 

and ad\·enturers of e\·ery description going 
backwards and fonmrds 25,000 

Total 51,088• 

There are a number of other towns in Texas, 
such as La Grange, Bastrop, Tcxana, &c., thal 
consist of a solitary boarding house and one or two 
negro huts, while others, many of them county 

What a contm~t thi'J with the repreM•ntations of" Lc Con

stitutionnel" of the lOth of :\I arch, the "Colunial Magazine'' 
of January, Mcssn;. Lafitte & Co., and 1\lr. Kennedy! Th<' 
":\Iorning Post" alone comes ncar the mark. Sec ".Moruing 

Post" of Febntary 15th, 1811. 
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towns and cities, have been laid out, but re
main uninhabited up to the present time; in fact, 
the facility "ith which the Anglo-Americans incor
porate cities and build towns, is well known, and is 
no where more remarkable than in Texas, where 
nothing more is required of a man, woman, or child, 
than lo possess a piece of land, and with a few pegs 
to sectionize a portion of it, and then tack u ville" or 
"burgh" to the end of their name, and the city, 
to\\ n, or hamlet is complete, and forthwith placed 
on the list of flourishing and populous localities. • 

The white population of Texas arc called 
"Texans," a new born-race, hatched in the United 

tales, and recently enrolled in the list of civilized 
nations. IIa\'ing thus far merely described their 
political history, I sha11 proceed to bring forward 
their manners, habits, and customs, which have been 
industriously misrepresented to the English people. 
The Texans arc generally styled the first offsprings 
of America, amlthe {,rrand-childrcn of England. As 
such they become interesting objects of inquiry, in 
which it is painful to note the singular deformities 
of their rapid degeneration, whether measured by 
the modern standard of civilization or morality. 
To bring a people ju t merging from a miserable 
oblivion, the life of the western wilderness, at once 
up to this standa.rd, may be deemed unfclir by an 
impartial reader; yet when a nation professes to 

• Thus is explained the list giYCII by i\ l r. Kennedy, nenrly ns 
long a~ the po!!t-lowns of England nncl Wales! 
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be civilized, and when English Wiiters of great 
literary pretensions proclaim them to be so, we are 
naturally led, in a moral point of view, to sup
pose that the great mass of the people of which 
she is composed, ha,·e abandoned or subdued the 
natural vices of the human heart, and that the 
first object of their life is the suppression of vice, 
and the promotion of virtue. The first by en
couraging industry, particularly in the domestic 
arts, as the first step towards social refinement, and 
the latter by promoting moral education, backed 
by moral precept; and in a political point of riew, 
we at least look for civil and religious toleration
nay, liberty, as the substratum of their present 
and future political existence as an independent 
nation. 

But it is almost impossible to believe that these, 
and they are but the first elements of civilization, 
will ever find their way to, and be cherished in 
Texas, a country filled with habitual liars, drunkards, 
blasphemers, and slanderers; sanguinary gamesters 
and cold-blooded assassins; with idleness and slug
gish indolence (two vices for which the Texans are 
already proverbial) ; with pride, engendered by 
ignorauce and supported by fraud, the art of which, 
though of modern construction, is so well defined, 
and generally practised, that it retards even the 
development of the spontaneous resources of the 
country. 

That all the elements of an intolerable and 
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despotic aristocracy are rife in the United States 
at this moment, no one can deny; and that these 
clements are for the most part confined to the 
southern states (whence the Texans principally 
come from), is equally indisputable, and we need no 
further proof of their existence in Texas, than the 
simple fact, that every revolutionary movement 
that has occurred in l\Iexico since the establishment 
of an Anglo-American colony on the l\Iexican fron
tier, ha been stigmatized and complained of by 
the democratic republican Texans, as (f the acts of 
the populace," or u mob." Here we may ask what 
has the ~l exican army been since the establish
ment of republican institutions in 1\Iexico, but a 
citizen soldiery ? or, in other words, the republican 
constituency of the country in arms ? 

The inconsistency of these complaints from a 
republican people, is only equalled by the warm 
sympathy "hich they drew forth from the people 
of the southern states; a fact that should not be 
overlookNl by the well-wishers of democratic 
movements in the north. 

But if we need any further proof of the aristo
cratic disposition of the Texans, it will be found in 
the impenetrable lines of demarcation already es
tablished in society in Texas, which is di\'itled into 
the four following and distinct classes ;-Despotic 
aristocralical Land-owners and peculators, Useful , 
Contemptibles, and Loafers. 

The first consists chiefly of Planters, lave-



208 USEFULS, CO~TE~IPTIBLES, A ·n LOAFER • 

holders, and GoYernment Officers.• These men 
have not the least spirit of accommodation iu them) 
and the simplest act of civility may be considered 
as a very great condescension for them. 

The second are overseers, store-keepers, and 
master tradesmen. The contcmptibles arc those 
who are obliged to labour bard to get their daily 
bread ; these are also called " white niggers." 

The Loafers are by far the most numerous class, 
and are those who go about from one dram-shop 
to another, for the purpose of gaming and sponging 
on their friends, and not unfrcqucntly on strangers ;t 
but this latter practice is by far too common in 
Texas to be confined or strictly applied to any one 
branch of the community. Notwithstanding the 
existence of these several grades, there is nothing 
sufficiently remarkable in their dress to dis
tinguish the ~uriculturist from the soldier, the 
merchant, or mechanic ; but still, when you be
hold the Texans, either separately or en masse, 

• I must beg to exempt the officers of the Texan na\"y from 
the criticisms I am now entning on. I cannot refmin from 

stating that I never met a more liberal, high-minded, and gcnUc

manly set of men in any part of the world. Their position afloat 

secures them from the contamination on shore. 

t Such are the people whom Mr. Kennedy represents as "br:l\·c, 

intcmgent, enterprising, and calumniated, who arc to afford to 

England the benefit of a profitable conncxion," and to Mexico 

"the advantages resulting from the ncighbourhoQd of a state 

founded by men of British origin." Sec his Letter, "TimeR," 
12th August, 1841. 
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they exhibit all the features of a ruffianized Euro
pean mob, to , .. hom, however, they arc greatly 
inferior in social refinement, and much less formi
dable in a military point of view. The agriculturist 
being 'cry deficient in his physical character, and 
totally ignorant of the manly exercises of the field; 
the soldier, of the gentlemanly and professional 
acquirements of his calling; the merchant, wanting 
in faith, stability, and business habits; and the me
chanic, in that inventi,·e genius and persc,·crance for 
which the English nation is so juslly famed. u till 
made up of such motley materials, which have not 
had time to coalesce and unite into a homogeneous 
whole, no general and uniform character can be 
ascribed to the people of Texas. The new settler 
in mingling \\ ith his fellows, witnesses no common 
or uniform manners, customs, or languagc,-sees 
no pattern to which he may conform, and hence 
each one retains his own previously formed habits, 
nor even tllinks of adopting any model." • 

The planters, however, arc, on the whole, about 
the most moral and best-behaved people in the 
country. They arc, with few exceptions, poor and 
in dcbt.t The slave-labour employed by them, is 

1'r.•·as i11 1810. /Jy m1 Emigrant. 
Yery few of the inhabitnnb of Tt•xas, with the cxct•ption of 

their l.mcls, which arc not )'l'L ll\'ailabll' ( bt·ing in the hnnt!s of 

their lawful owners, the Indians), nrc in posst•ssion Clf wcnlth, or 

t'\ t•n t'IHIII~h tu pn•st·n e them from early wanl.- 1't•J:as in 18 I 0. 

B!J m1 E111igrcwt. !'age: !W:J. 
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generally obtained on credit, and for which they 
pay so much monthly or quarterly to the slaYe
owners, either in cotton or hides. 

The slaves thus employed are chiefly owned by 
New Orleans' cotton brokers, who keep agents con
stantly travelling through the country, to collect 
the cotton, &c., as the instalments fall due, and in 
this way the whole of the cotton raised in T exas is 
pre-engaged by these brokers for three and four 
years. 

That the planters of Texas can stand this ruin
ous system, certainly appears problematical, when 
we consider their present immense public debt, 
and the great burden imposed on them by 
the congress of 1 40, under "an act to create n 
revenue by direct taxation ; " which is, without 
any exception, one of the most opprcssi\·e systems 
of taxation t ever yet introduced into any country, 
and indeed unjustly so, when applied to the Texan 
planter, whose substance was freely given to sup
port the government, and whose services were as 
freely given in the ranks of the army, during the 

• ~[r. Hartnel, supposing the French loan of 37,000,000 
francs to be realized, makes it 13,611,310 dollars. ( 'ec Texas and 

California, page 4 7.) If this be true, the proportion on the 

pubHe debt bearing upon every individual of the 20,088 per
manent residents of Texas, is forty dollar~, and not nine, as Mr. 
Hartnel calculates on :\Ir. Kennedy's wrong datum of 200,000 
souls. 

t For assessed taxes of Tl·xas, v1dc Index, chapter ix. 
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war of independence, leaving his planta.lion to be
come a barren waste, his cattle to run wild again, 
and his wife and children exposed to all the horrors 
of an internal war. 

On the plantations, the spade is seldom seen ; 
the plough, harrow, and hoe arc the only imple
ments of husbandry generally in use in Texas. 
The fences are all made of wooden rails, and are 
said to be extremely durable, and arc certainly 
constructed with much rustic taste. The houses 
of the planters arc also made of wood, in the 
architecture of" hich they di play but little taste 
for domestic comfort ; they are, however, open to 
tra\·cllers, but not, as some may suppose, without 
charge, and their charges are by no means so 
moderate as to lead vi itors to suppose that hos
pitality has yielded altogether to the sheer neces
sity of "mine host," whose countenance either 
betrays low origin, or partakes at once of the 
acuteness of the 'cotch, the discernment of the 
Irish, and the inflexible sternness of the English. 
The Te\an ladies seldom show themselves to 
strangers, and, like those of the United States, they 
usc either the pipe or the swab.• They have little 

• '!'he "swnb" is a piece of soft wood ahoul three inches long, 

which they d1ew ut one end until it forms n brush, then dipping 

it into n smnll bottll• of brown rnppce ~nufi', whit·h they rnrry 

nbout them for the purpose of clcnning their teeth; this 

opl•ration !wing performed, the "swnb" is plnrcd on one side of 

the month, "hilo the pipr sometimes lnkes the oUH:-r. 

I' 2 



212 TEX.\X SALUT.\TIO~S. 

neatness or cleanliness of person to attract the eye. 
T heir figures are scarcely to be described; coar e 
from neglect, or emaciated by self-indulgence, their 
skins have borrowed from the sun the exact hue of 
the lemon ; and if the countenance be a true index 
of the mind, I doubt not that thei r dispositions 
have somewhat of the peculiar flavour of that sour 
bullet of the tropics; but yet, to those who admire 
silence above every thing else in woman, per
mit me to introduce the ladies of Texas, par e.r
cellence, as mutes. 

The reader must here be left to form his own 
ideas of the 1ising generation, from the stock above 
described, while I merely venture to add, that 
their "constant friction" with lhe negroes in early 
life, will impart a striking " tincture " of the sambo 
character to the rising race, that will not be le~s 
amusing to their transatlantic brethren, than is l\Ir. 
Rice in his favourite character of tt Jim Crow." 

The usual salutation of the Texan gentlemen is, 
"How does your copperosity sagaciate this morn
ing?"-" How are you now?" (this is all after an ab
sence of some years.) "A pretty considerable of a 
jug full of sun this morning,"-" A tarnation up
street sort of a day this, I calculctte." 

On entering into conversation, they take out their 
knives and commence "whittling ;"• first taking 

* " Whittling" means cutting :.tick!., fur which purpose <·very 
Texan as well as American carries a kuih:. 
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special care to eject from the innermost recesses 
of their u pants" those small detachments of fleas 
who are (backed by an auxiliary force of some 
twenty musquitoes) instinctively prone to locate 
themselves in those regions. So great is their 
propensity for, whittling," that they frequently, if 
sitting on a chair, put down their hand and bring 
it up again with a long slice off one of the legs, which 
they begin to "whiltlc," and u calculate" the exact 
value per thousand of the wood of which the chairs 
arc made. 

'''11en speaking of those men who hare been 
fortunate enough to gain their esteem, they say, 
, lie's an up-street man that,"-u A right smart 
man,"-.\ pretty considerable of a man,"-H A tarna
tion tall man:" this last expression, when applied 
to some of their eminent men who happen to 
be considerably under the middle standard, is far 
more amusing than all the rest of their peculiari
ties, and cannot fail to probe the gravity of a 
stranger. 

In no country in the world do men shave more 
clean than in Texas, and a barber is deemed as great 
an acquisition in a new settlement, as ir Isaac 
Newton's studies have proved him to be in the ad
vancement of science; indeed the calculations of the 
latter have not done more, in their way, than those 
of the former, who, while clinging to the nose, will 
tell one the exact length of beard a man shaves off 
in the course of a life of seven! y years, u com-
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mencing first to shave at the age of sixteen, and 
allo\\ing that in e,·ery sixty-four days he sl1avcs off 
one inch of beard, it would, on a calculation, be 
found, that, at the end of seventy years, he had 
sha,·ed off fifty-eight feet, two inches of beard." 
This is certainly an heir-loom in the way of dis
co\'ery, that must be set down to the Texan bar
bers. 

The religion established in Texas previous to 
her separation from Mexico, was the unh·ersal re
ligion of the latter country-the Roman Catholic 
apostolic religion ; and as the ceremonies, &c. of 
that church are so generally known, and celebrated 
for their uniformity in all Roman Catholic coun
tries, it would be superfluous here to enter into a 
detail of them; however, it may with safety be 
said, that the religion of the present '' hite popula
tion of Texas, which is called Protestantism, about 
as much resembles the Church of England, in its 
forms and ceremonies, as the forms and ceremonies 
of the Church of England resemble those of the 
Greek Church. 

But the following comparison, as drawn by an 
anonymous Texan author, between the Roman 
Catholic religion in Mexico and Protestantism in 
Texas, showing their moral influence on their re
spective countries, will serve to establish the truth 
of the above assertion. 

"There is not," says the Texan author, " through
out the vast extent of Mexico, the least variation in 
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the Roman Catholic ritual, from the frontiers of 
Guatemala to anta Fe. The churches nrc every 
where scmpulously built upon the same plan-the 
same number of bells suspended in every steeple
the statues of the Holy Family, carved in the same 
posture, with the same inflexible strictness of fea
tures, and dressed exactly in the same style-the 
snmc processions arc performed at the same hours, 
and the same cut of ecclesiastical furniture is pre
served. Thu the Roman Catholic religion appears 
like a figure dressed up for winter, with cloak and 
cap, and linings of fur. The Protestant religion 
consists rather of negati\'CS, and is like a young 
fellow in his summer deshabille. It may be called 
Christianity in round-about. Our creed (the Pro
testant) sits upon us as light as summer air. It is 
of a most plastic nature, suffering itself to be 
moulded into any form or shape. There is but one 
simple point in it which can be considered as unal
terable, and in which we all agree-it is to protest. 
lienee comes our name; but we arc now clivided 
into so many petty schisms and parties, that the 
whole is well nigh reduced to an impalpable 
powder, having lost all the original leaven and 
savour." 

" As for us," continues the same author, " here, 
in T exas, we are no ways particular about reli· 
gion, since we reported ourselves as Roman Ca
tholics, though mortal enemies to that system of 
faith." 
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'rhen speaking of this imposition, our author 
does not go as far as the truth of the case will ad
mit to illustrate his assertion, for it will be remem
bered that the first Anglo-American colonists who 
entered Texas with General Austin, not only re
ported themselves a , but they solemnly swore that 
they were, Roman Catholics, which the fundamen
tal laws of Mexico peremptorily required. But the 
author I am quoting goes on to say, "Think not 
that we deny the necessary mticlcs which consti
tute the basis of all religions, such as the existence 
of a Supreme Being, the spirituality of the soul, 
and a future state of rewards and punishments. 
'Ye hold fast that indispensable substratum, without 
which not even ci\il go,·crnment could be main
tained; and we may say, also, that "e arc more 
pure in morals than the Mexicans. There arc no 
highway robberies amongst us, nor thefts, except 
such as proceed from negroes." 

Here our author overlooks the cold-blooded as
sassinations committed with the Bowie knife and 
pistol, that are the constant tenants of every Texan's 
bosom, and with \'rhich hundreds have been killed 
(white men) since their introduction to the country, 
to say nothing of the host of Indians who are mur
dered without mercy in Texas daily. 

However, be says, " In point of chastity, also, 
the most important and influential qualification of 
northern nations, we are infinitely superior to them. 
Lust is with us hateful and shameful; with them it 
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is a ma.lter of indifference. This is the chief curse 
of' the south. The leprosy, which unnen•es both 
body and mind, is "hat caused the mighty Roman 
empire to sink under the assaults of the northern 
barbarians." llere he indulges us with the com
mon boa t of the .\nglo-Americans. .. A mighty 
" n.\'e is again starting from the same point, and it 
will sweep e\ en to the Equator. • • • The southern 
mce · mw:,t be renewed, and the United tates are 
the qfficina gentium of the new continent. Mexico 
cannot '' ithstand the shock, nor her people resist. 
I low could they? "ho is there lo rouse and direct 
them ? Their priest!) ? Are they not sunk into gross 
immorality and ib'110rancc? " 'hal will a sacri
legious priesthood, loaded with concubines and 
bastards, do for them ? Arc they not polluted lo 
their heart's core? Hare they not introduced a 
pestilent distinction between morality and religion 1 
It is not so "ith Protestantism. Christianity, with 
us, is one and the same thing with morality, or, at 
lea t, we ne,·er attempt to separate them." 

"There arc," he add·, " undoubtedly hypocrites 
amongst us al o, Lut I would say they arc compa
rati\'ely f(m. They cannot trust in outward rites, 
as possessing any ntlue of them ch·e., in order to 
lay a deceitful unction to their souls. The Roman 
Catholic religion, I know, possesses in itself all the 
rules of morality, and the most cfl1cient spi ritual 
means of enforcing the practice of virtue; but tha.t 
religion with them receives a. strange hue, from 
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their system of civilization, which is m the mam 
too much akin to the morisco." 

Leaving theological polemics to Doctors " 'ise
man, Philpots, Pusey, and Chambers, it is only fair 
to the Catholics to quote what l\l. de Tocque,·ille 
says of them in his book on America. lie ob erves, 
"I think that the Catholic religion has erroneously 
been looked upon as the natural enemy of demo
cracy. Amongst the various sects of Christians, 
Catholicism seems to me on the contrary, to be one 
of those which are most favourable to the equality 
of condition. In the Catholic church the religious 
community is only composed of two elements, the 
priest and the people. The priest alone rises above 
the rank of his flock, and all below him are equal." 

" On doctrinal points," says our author, " the 
Catholic faith places all human capacities upon the 
same level; it subjects the wise and the ignorant, 
the man of genius and the vulgar crowd, to the 
details of the same creed; it imposes lhe same 
observances upon the rich and the needy; it in
flicts the same austerities upon the strong and the 
weak; it listens to no compromise with mortal 
man, but reducing all the human race to the same 
standard, it confounds all the distinctions of society 
at the foot of the same altar, even as they are con
founded in the sight of God." 

Finding these loose opinions universally dissemi
nated through Texas, I felt, as a Protestant, 
anxious to attend some Protestant place of worship, 
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in order to be able to judge of the extent of the 
schisms and doctrines of the several religious parties. 

Hearing, one day, that the Rev. "\V. Taylor, a 
Protestant clergyman, from the United tates, 
who was generally spoken of as an able and ortho
dox preacher, was going to preach, I went to hear 
him. On entering a room set aside as a place of 
worship, I found the ladies seated on one side, 
busily engaged with their fans, while the gentlemen 
were as indu triously employed chewing tobacco on 
the other. Pra) er commenced, and I soon de
tected that the general confession, the Litany, and 
its substitute, together with the Communion ser
lice, were totally omitted. \Vhen the prayers 
were O\ er, the reverend divine above named, ga,•e a 
"hole chapter from the Romans as his text, and 
proceeded "ith hi· discourse, a portion of which I 
will here gi,·e :- "What," said he, "is all this bustle 
and fussing we hear in the world about the salva
tion of man's soul? " ' hy, it is the simplest thing 
alive-the simplest thing in the world. It is a 
simple matter of fact, and I'll tell you how it i to be 
done-l'll tell you how. \Vhy, go home, and be
lie,·e in the Lord Jesus Christ-that's all-that's 
all you have to do. I have always preached this 
doctrine, and, to illustrate the comfort it has given 
to the affiicted, 1'11 mention a case. A poor Dutch
man, who had lost two children, came running
[Mark ! the Dutchman ran ! !]-in great trouble. 
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I asked him what was the matter? when he ex
claimed, • Oh, ir! 

' ~line two babes, ... ir, . o dead as knits, 

'Whom Got did take amy vid fits; 

'Dem YOS too good to live "id me, 
' So Got did take dt:m home to live vid he.' 

• ' V ell, well,' I said, • you must go home, too.' 
The man stared at me; but I said to him again, 
• You must go home! '-he looked down-• and 
believe in the Lord Jesus Christ!' lie did not" ail 
to make any answer, but ran away, and in a few days 
he came to me again, and said, • Oh, 1r, 

' If Got did kill mine babes so dead as knit!!, 

'You did take avay mine fits.'" 

This discourse was delivered with great energy, 
and at the conclusion of it the congregation sung a. 
hymn to the air of" Auld lang sync," and retired.* 

They have in Texas, l\Iethorusts, Independents, 
and a long string of other dissenters from t!teir 
Protestant church, but whether these constitute the 
schisms which the Texan author alludes to, I am 
not prepared to say, though I soon discovered the 
existence of both «the petty schisms, parties," and 
the "impalpability" of the «powder" to which 
Protestantism is reduced among the Texan com-

• This sermon was actually delivered at Houston, in Texa!l, 
iu 1840. 
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munity, "ho hnYe been lauded by many travellers 
as the "armest advocates of religious toleration! 
But to bring this subject to the test, we will 
suppose the man who tt ran " to Mr. Taylor, in 
such sad dudgeon, to be a black man,-a negro, 
and .Mr. Taylor seeing the trouble of the father for 
the lo s of his children, would he dare say to the 
poor negro, u Go home, and believe in the Lord 
Jesus Christ?" ot he: for if he were to approach 
the negro, e\·en in the capacity of a clergyman, or if 
a Roman Catholic priest were to \'enture to put 
the sign of the cross on a black man in Texa!';, 
what would be the consequence 1 lie would be 
either 5hot on the spot, or he would be taken, tan·ed, 
feathered, whipped, and started on a log into the 
nearest ri,·er, to find hi way to the bottom, or to 
some more hospitable locality. uch is the true 
spirit of religious toleration in Texas. 

In these criticisms of the white population, I 
may be considered by some, who arc unacquainted 
with the character of the frontier settlers of the 
tran!'atlantic states, to be bin sed by some personal 
or political prejudice ; but such is not the case, 
and in order to prove this, I will avail myself of 
l\Ir. Kennedy's description of a solitary member 
of a very numerous Anglo-American fraternity. 
u Bring down my baggage," said one of the e 
worthies, an adventurer (a gambler) from Arkansas, 
to the waiter of an inn. "What i it, sir? " in
quired the latter. " Three pistols, a bowie-knife, a 
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pack of cards, and a shirt." u Among all ranks and 
classes in 1\Ie:-..;co," continues l\Ir. Kennedy, as if 
fearing that the above anecdote would tell too 
strongly against the Texans, u the mania for 
gambling ruinously prevails." But this he ad
vances from hearsay, never having been in l\Iex
ico, and therefore must not be taken as an infalli
ble authority on this subject; however, the mania 
for gambling does prevail in Mexico to about the 
extent that it does in Old pain. 

The hotels and boarding-houses in T exas are 
conducted in the most miserable way, being ex
tremely filthy, filled with vennin of e''ery descrip
tion, and wretchedly supplied with food. Their 
charges are exorbitant, and after the description 
I have given of the people, the reader can easily 
imagine what the society must he. These esta
blishments on the sea coast, such as at Galveston, 
1\Iatagorda, and at H ouston, arc in a slight degree 
better than those in the interior, one of which we 
find thus described by the author of" Texas in 
18·10," pages 49 and 50. "liard lodging I In 
due time after supper we were shown to our lodging 
in an outer apartment, only partially covered by a 
roof, and that part far from being water-proof. 
Our bed consisted of a quilt spread upon the 
floor, and our covering of another we brought with 
us. The upper parts of the room were occupied 
by the poultry, whose frequent noises, and the 
dripping of the rain, rendered sleep a difficnlt though 
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a desirable business." Having been weather-bound 
for some days at this establishment, which is 

situated on the Colorado, I can bear the fullest 
testimony to the difficulty attending the de&irablc 
business alluded to in the above quotation. 

The ordinary fumiturc of the houses in T exas, 
is of the rudest construction. The tables are made 
of boards cut from the trunk of a tree with a com
mon <n.c, and pegged or nailed to cross-pieces, so 
as to keC'p them together. The chairs arc formed 
"ith round sticks and cross-pieces, and then co\'ered 
with the raw hide of oxen or deer skin, to form 
the scat; and a great many of the bedsteads are 
also CO\'Crcd in the same way. On this hide, 
which becomes as hard and as tight as the head of a 
drum "hen dry, "ithout covering of any kind or 
e\·en mattrc. s, the traYcllcr is frequently obliged 
to lay his weary bones ; but at some places you 
find mattresses made of Spanish moss, corn husks, 
or coarse prairie grass; but as for feather-beds, 
they arc not to be found in Texas, where they 
would be by no means a contemptible creature
comfort of a winter's nighl. 



CHAPTEH VI. 

T11e T ndians of Texns-Gencrol Remarks-)[nn nrn, II a hits, 
Customs, and Institutions of different tribcs-Comnnchcs
Carnncahuas-Tawackanics-Tnnkawn ys - " ' nccos -Cncldos 
- Lipans - Cushatces - Cherokees- Crcl•ks- Kicknpoos-

hawnees, and their fugitive tribe:.-Indian spll'm of r~ckon
ing time compared with the Grlgorian-The )famine hie 
Dance-Debate in Con.,'Tc~s on the Cht·rokcc Land Bill
Discovery of an unknown tribe, &c. 

THERE is not a more interesting branch of the great 
human family, still in its primitive stale, than the 
Inclians of Texas, who, notwithstanding the mur
derous depredations of their Christian brethren, are 
still free, and whose institutions are not tainted 
with modern corruption. The number of Indians 
still wandering in the western, northern, and 
eastern parts of Texas, may be estimateJ at about 
80,000 souls, and the following sketch of their 
general character, will not be more interesting than 
the history of the many individual tribes into which 
they are divided. 

·when an European first beholds an Indian war
rior or hunter, a thousand en-oneous conjectures 
take possession of his mind; but on a second view 
he detects a perfect model of human symmetry, a 
brow, bold and unfraught with expressions of care, 
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though most e~prcssively marked with inte11ectual 
power, whil t the decision with which the simplest 
motion of hi· beautifully rounded limbs is per
formed, shows the vigour of his nature, and the 
man·ellous and almost unconquerable energy of 
the unvitiated man. Add to this the primitive 
freedom and simplicity of the Indian character, 
which ha\'C been preserved by unremitting vigilance 
and valour through all ages, and the European 
sees in this wandering child a true portrait, em
bracing at once the accompli hmenls and charac
teristics of his own primiti,·e forefathers; hence the 
Indian becomes an interesting object of contempla
tion, and being thus associated, he cannot fail to draw 
forth the wannest sympathy of his civilized brethren. 

The wants of man in his primitive state are but 
fe\\, particularly in Texas, a country where game 
abounds, such as the buffalo and deer : with the skin 
of the latter the Indians clothe themselves, while 
the robe of the buffalo supplies them with a bed; and 
the flesh of both, a nutritious and plentiful repast. 
\Vhat is the property of one Indian, is the property 
of the whole tribe to which he belongs; therefore, 
stealing from each other is a vice unknown among 
them, while the exercise of their simple virtues is 
neither checked by a prospect of future want, nor 
by the introduction of rigid laws (too common 
among civilized men) for the suppression of vice. 

Hospitality is the inmate of every Indian's bosom ; 
he neither asks nor cares whence those who seek it 

Q 
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come ; what his hut or tent contains, he holds as 
the right of those 'vho seek relief; and "ithout sus
picion, which too often suggests the use of a mask, 
be gives all, eYen to the last morseL Freedom is 
the basis, and justice the text of their every social 
compact. They do not wage war for the love of 
conquest, nor to add fresh laurels to their fame. 
Trespassing on the territory of a neighbouring tribe, 
who have only a sufficient stock of game on their 
range to supply their own wants, is held at all times 
to be a sufficient pro,·ocation for hostilities, which arc 
commenced with alacrity, and carried on with great 
determination and valour on both sides. But\\ ith the 
white man who robs the Indian of his freedom-his 
territory or range-his only means of subsistence
and of life-their revenge is unconquerable, and 
their wars are always wars of extermination. Yet, 
if the counsel of Heaven were invoked to c.lecide the 
justice of the claims of the contending parties in 
these sanguinary conflicts, to forbearance, justice, 
and humanity, the palm would be mvarded to the 
oppressed Inc.lian, who e sufferings in these wars 
with the white man, few tongues but their own 
can tell. 

But what strikes the European inquirer most for
cibly, is the profound veneration with which these 
Indians, one and all, though remnants of powerful 
and distinct nations, cherish the memory of Mon
tezuma, (emperor of Mexico, who reigned upwards 
of 300 years ago,) and under whom and his pre-
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dcccssors civiJization made such rapid strides 
among their forefath ers, who, under that monarch's 
fostering solicitude, had converted the wilds of 
Iluastecapan into what was formerly designated, and 
is to this day described by the Indian race, as the 
paradise of l\lontezuma's empire, and by all modern 
travellers as the most fertile region in the world. 

lienee we find a people, whose hearts, after a 
lapse of three hundred years, arc beating "ith love 
and grat itudc, and'' hose lips are constantly uttering 
the most pitiful lamentation for a generous bene
factor who would, long ere this, have raised them 
above the reach of those who think it no crime to 
butcher them in cold blood; and ha,·ing done so, 
declare themselves innocent of the lires of their 
fellow-creatures. The gratitude of these people 
alone shows what may yet be done "ith them ; 
for where, may I ask, docs tradition hold out more 
hope, or nature present a nobler foundation (sim
plicity- love of freedom-gratitude-and hospi
tality) for the great structure of ci\•ilization? And 
what nation, I may also ask, can, on any just 
grounds, interfere '' ith any plan that may be laid 
down for their protection and civilization ! There 
is no proof on record of the subjugation of these 
people by any nation. They are, though wandering 
and houscless, a free and sovereign people, and as 
such, they have an indisputable right to ask and to 
receive protection from any nation, European as 
well as American; and it is to be hoped that this 

(~ 2 
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imperfect picture of their long sufferings, will induce 
some ci\--ilized nation to extend to them the hand 
of pity. That England, a Chri:;tian country, has 
not done so before, is a lamentable reflection. Eng
land has entered into treaties with the 'rild Arabs 
of the eastern desert, and yet she hears with the 
greatest apathy the cries of the children of the 
western wilderness, "here she has interests as 
vital and immediate as in any region of the world; 
to her the creation of a new country, whether re
publican or monarchical, must be of as much im
portance as the dismemberment of the old empire 
of ~Iontezuma; and as these two great political 
revolutions arc now going forward and concm, as if 
to draw the attention of the British statesman to
wards that quarter, it is to be hoped the Indians 
will not be overlooked. For degraded as they arc, 
and have been, by the murderous depredations of 
the white man, still if the hand of true Jriends!tip 
were extended to them, and if ever so small the 
boon, "the effect merely of a generous courtesy" 
were granted to them, it would be received "ith 
unutterable thankfulness, and the gratitude of the 
father would be handed down to the son as the 
memory of Montezuma has been, through ages even 
to this day. 

The Indians of Texas can never be brought into 
subjection by the Texans. They must be extermi
nated; to exterminate 0,000 souls, is not the 
work of a day ; and if at the end of twenty years, 
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the lasl poor wanderer should fall under the rifle or 
the "Bowie knife'' of the T exan munlerer,-how 
far "ill ci\ ilization be advanced, or what can com
pensate the lo,·ers of humanity for the useless and 
merciless eflh ion of human blood? 

The past sufferings of Indians, during the several 
attempts that h:n e been made to exterminate them, 
few tongue , as 1 ha\·e said, but their own can tell; 
ho" e\'cr, their extermination commenced with the 
colonization of Tc\.as by Anglo-Americans in the 
year 1~21. The prosecution of the Indians was 
prefaced by ha c accu ations and falsehoods, which 
''ere !>pecdily followed by publicly "hipping, brand
ing, and cutting off the ears of the falsely accused 
natives, a course "hich soon led to retaliation on 
their part. The Carancahuas, a tribe consisting of 
about 100 familic , were the first to taste and resist 
the tender mercies of their invaders, and therefore 
they were the first marked for extermination ; a 
task which wns unch·rtakcn by General Austin, at 
the head of sixty riflemen, in the spring of I S22. 
The result of the first attack upon these defenceless 
people, \\HS the slaughter of half the tribe. l\Jore 
than one half of the suni,·ors werc subsequently 
surprised in small parties, and cut to pieces; "bile 
the rcmaindN, amounting to about forty in all, 
sought and found protection at the mis~ion of San 
Patncio. From the aboYe date down lo l '27, the 
Lndians \\ere assailt•<l on all sides hy the scUier~, 

and suflcrcd much. From the latter <late lo 1 t-aG, 
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Texas was the theatre of constant war and blood
shed between the ~Iexicans and Texans ; and the 
Indians, for refusing to act as allies on either 
side, were often mercilessly slaughtered, during the 
whole period of the war of independence. It is 
believed that during that periotl 8,000 Indians pe
rished ; and that from the year 1 3G down lo the 
present time, the expeditions under Generals Hous
ton, Rusk, Burleson, and :1\Iorehousc, have slain 
upwards of 5,000 more. 

I \muld not here venture to avow, that the 
Texans at all times kill the women anti children of 
the Indians; but this I do say, that they have done 
so on several occasions; and although I "as in the 
country while an Indian war was going on, I nc,·er 
saw nor heard of such a thing as an Indian prisoner 

of war. 
But the following extracts from the diary of an 

emigmnt in Texas, published in New York by 
·william Allen, under the title of " Texas in 18 10, 
or the Emigrant's Guide to the New Republic," will 
serve to show how these exterminating works arc 

being carried on:-

''January 6.-In the nlll·rnm,n \le visit1·d an l·cccntric inui

\'idual, who, with no other associall'li thau hi s do~ and d1ickens, 

li1·cs on the borders of the fiJrc t. lie i:~ an a~1·d Fr~·nchman, 

who has been many years in the count!), and has fCJrmcrly hecu 

a soldier in Texas. I n g-i1 ing 6CJIIH' n:mini:.tence~: of his life in 

the early settlement of the country, hl· related ~everal anecdotes 

of I ndiau characters and 11 ;.arfim•; mnoug otht-rs, he llll'llliom•d, 

that once being ll-ft in charge uf the l'HI•IP e<luipagt', 11 hilc his 
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llll'~smnte~ Wl'fl' abroad on duty, he left his place for n few mo

mcnh to procurl' 11 nti'r from the river Guadalupe, which was 

just nt hnnd. \\l1il~ hen·, he cnu~ht n glimpse of .m I ncliun, 

gliding s11 ifily through the thicklots towardM the river above him, 

11 ith n blanket he h.ul just stokn from tl1e camp. II <· immcdi

atdy fir<·cl upon till' ~a,·agc with n rille, but without efl'cct, n~ the 

Indian pre ~ed on into thl· stream. lly the time he could seize 

anotlwr gun, and be read) to fire, the redmnn had m•arly nllained 

the middle nf the ri~t·r 11 ith his booty. We nguin fin·d, and, it 

would sel·m, "ith better aim, fur the thief sunk, and was seen 

no morl', ''hilt· the stolen bl:mkl'l wns observed floating down 

the eurrcnt." 

llo\\ the narrator's mind was affected by such 
e\·ents, did not appear otherwise than by an appa
rently perfect indifference. 

" . .\t nnothl'r lllllC', he snul, an lmlian was shut at night, while 

aoiH'hing nt a corn l·rih, atll'mpting to steal the grain. J n the 

muruing it 11.1 f•Hllltl tu Ill• n II<Hnan, 11 lw, h) the shot, hnd huth 

her knc•· hroken, nnll had cli,•cl of the 11 ouiHis. Thb incident 

11111 t r<·rtainly awak•·n rc.;rct, ns tlu·n• is too much n·a~onto con

•·huh·, tlut th<• unh.1ppy wnman was inducl•d tu till' act hy the 

rr:n ings of hung•·r, or, perhaps, by till' l'ril·S of lwr stan ing 

•·hil•lr..:n. 

" I n another pl. ice, 11 hilc th1• tnlnps ll'l·re t·nralllJll'cl at ni~ht, 

ah<lthdr hors•s tic•! in the pr.liri•· to l~'l'd upnn the gr.1ss, a dark 

ohjcct 11as Rccn tu npproach one uf tlw nnimals. On \),•in~ firNI 

upon, the figure di :.pp .ucd. In the nwrnin:.: a traer of hlol)(l 

11,19 liollow•••l omc IIi tnltl't' to a hullo11, ,IJa·n· a \\OIIIl<ll•d ~.nagc 

lay, ( lliJL the unmlcrcr, hut an l ndian .) On h1•ing inll•rrogatl•d 

11 h) ht• attempt• d to steal tlw hors1•, Ill' n·maincd siiL·nt, in either 

haughty snll•nncs' (nwn• likl•ly h1·inl-{ nnahle to s1wak,) or dsc 
cl"~Jlair. An ollil·,·r (11 "hill' mau! a Christian) pn·s••nt then pre

fi<' llt<·•l hiR rilll•, mul 11,k<·<l him 11 h1 n Ill' would be shot I li e 

( th<· WolllHiul l llc\i;m t/1< ,,t/111:11') np<nL·d hi~ ht>snlll, poinkd Ill 
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the centre of his brenst, and \las immediately pierced by 11 ball 

at the place indicated. A rope was then attached to his legs, by 

which the body was dmggcd . ome distance, nnd hung upon 11 

tree, as a warning to other Indian depredators, where it remnincd 

for several months, and until eaten up piecemeal by the wolves 

and vultures." 
" January 8, page 46.-This day, as usual, passed through a 

country interspersed with woodlands and elevated prniries. A t a 

little distance in the wood stood two young men, loading their 

rifles, to make further trial of their ~kill in the usc of that deadly 

weapon. Their appearance "as suflicicntly rustic for every forest 

or bunting purpose, and their language and COI!t:Crsation mrackt-d 

strongly of the spirit of border fighting and hatred to the Indian~. 

They bad learned, but a few hours before, from a trnveUcr, that 

Indians bad been seen further up tht; country, ( '' hctl1er friendly 

or not, they seemed not di po~ed to inquire,) and hence the) 

'\'ere thus preparing for such emergencies (from friendly [ndinm) 

as they supposed might likely transpire." 

In answer to a suggestion that the Indians men

tioned by the traveller might be a company of 
friendly I ndians, and not disposed to do mischief, 
the young husband, with a mingled frown, sneer, 
and angry laugh, answered, u Friendly ? Y cs, they 
will be friendly enough if they once come within the 

range of my rifle." This remark was rccei,·cd by 
the junior members of the family with a laugh nf 
pleasure. "It required but little penetration to dis
cover that our hosts "ere accustomed to the vicis
situdes attendant upon settlers on the borders of the 
haunts of sa,·ages, and that to them, sporting and 

the killing of Indians were merely synonymous 
terms." 
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"r e are also informed, by the same author, that the 
I ndinn. "ere plundered of 25,000 head of buffaloe 
by General Burleson, in 1810, and, as if forgetting 
this pro,•ocation, he brings down a long list of 
crimes committed by the Indians, to justify the 
white man's Chri tian retaliation. 

The territorial rights and claims of the western 
tribes of Texa are simply those of uninterrupted 
pos ession of the soil for upwards of 200 years, a 
title which the Mexicans have at all times respected, 
and "• hich the land and colonization laws of :\Iexico 
lrengthen ; while the eastern tribes, namely, Che

rokees, hawnee , Creeks, Kickapoos, and their fu
gitive tribes, claim the lands they accepted in T exas, 
on the earnest solicitation of the l\Iexican govern
ment, under the colonization laws of Mexico, and 
the state of Coahuila and Texas, which give, after 
lhe native or western tribes, to foreign or wander
ing Indians on the frontier, the following portions 
of land. To every head of a family one sitio, 
4•12 acres ; and to every single male adult a quar
ter of a league, 11 07 acres; therefore, if we esti
mate the territory claimed by the Indians according 
to the colonization laws, allowing that the Indian 
population ( 0,000) would only give 10,000 head 
of non-adult families at one sitio, ( 112 acres,) and 
5000 single male adults a quarter of a league, or 
1 J 07 acres each, their portion of lhe soil of T exas 
would be lD, 15,000 acres, which would be equal 
to abonl G62 acres per head for the naliYe 
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Indian population, and, after deducting 49,815,000 
acres claimed by the Indians from the superficial 
surface of Texas, which is estimated at 300,000 
square miles, or about 192,000,000 of acres, it 
leaves the white population (which I can prove to 
be under 60,000) 142,1 5,000 acres, or 2369 acres 

per head. 
lienee it will be seen that the territory claimed 

by the Indians does not amount to one-third of 
their native country, and therefore it cannot be said 
that the savage wants to monopolize all to himself, 
to the inconvenience and prejudice of his civilized 
brethren. The international rights of the Indian na
tions of Texas arc precisely the same as those that 
England has acknowledged by treaty" ith the Arabs, 
and various other wandering nations in Africa and 
America, viz., that of entering into treaties, offen
sive and defensive, with foreign powers. And we 
find, in many cases, that the exercise of this right 
by the Indians has given to British subjects the 
right of trading with them, without the interference 
or concunence of the power who merely exercises 
a nominal sovereignty O\'er the territory they in
habit. And, in order to secure these interests to 
British subjects in Texas, and to ad,·ance the cause 
of humanity, justice, and civilir.alion, I ha,·e fre
quently and publicly proposed the follm.ving plan 
for the protection of the T exan Indians, and "hich 
I strongly recommend to the serious consideration 
of the Aborigines Prolcclion Society, viz., That 
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her majesty's gon~rnment be earnestly intreated 
to send out n commissioner to Mexico, to solicit 
the 1\Iexican government to enter into a treaty for 
the establi hment on the eastern frontier of Mexico, 
of a commission to be composed of one commis
sioner on the part of England, and one on the part 
of Mexico, for the purpose of protecting the lives 
and properly, and adjusting the claims of the In
dian tribes of Texas. 

The means proposed to carry the views of this 
commiS!iion into execution will be best under
stood by detailing i~ benevolent objects. The 
primary duties of the commissioners would be to 
remonstrate with the murderers nncl enemies of the 
aborigines; to hear and report their grievances to 
their respective go,·ernments; to watch over the 
general interests of the Indians; to create and 
foster a friendly intercourse between the different 
tribes; to grant the utmost protection to per

sons '' ho may be desirous to trade with or visit the 
Indians for the purpose of instructing them in the 
arts of ci' ilized life; and by a judicious distribution 
or presents, to draw them into bonds of friendship 

with their ci\·ilizecl brethren. 
If such a course "ere pursued I haYc no hesita

tion in sayi1.g, particularly as there is nothing on 
record to prove that such a plan has failed, that we 
should, within (h·e years, hm e the satisfaction of 
seeing these peopl(• settled down into a position that 
would not admit of their wandering from place to 
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place; whereas if they are to be left, abandoned, 
to be hemmed in by the '' hite men on eYery side, 
their total extermination will be but the '''ork of 
a few short hours. 

But this plan will be scoffed at by lhe blind exter
minators of the human race, like eyery other that 
has been laid down for the civilization of the savage. 
The exterminators commence by magnifying the 
dangers of approaching the Indians, the expense 
attending their ci,;lization, and lastly, by reminding 
their hearers of the distressing poYerty and abso
lute starvation of our own countrymen. To these 
unsophisticated political economists I would how
eyer obserre, that there are Yery many producth·e, 
and consequently highly valuable sections of the 
globe, and in our own colonies, where lhe white 
man cannot labour in the cultivation of the soi l; 
and wherever this is the case, we find that the 
greatest exertions (all attended with a correspond
ing waste of human blood and considerable ex
penditure) have been made to destroy the natives, 
whose physical condition is, hy nature, adapted to 
continuous labour, which is fully exhibited in their 
ordinary exercises, but more particularly in the 
daily exertions and renewed fatigues of the chase. 
"\V ere these energies directed to the culti,•ation of 
their native soil, they would legitimately and 
speedily develope its spontaneous resources and 
artificial capabilities. And by our extending the 
hand of Christian fellowship to the savage, at the 
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same time that we teach him to sow, in order 
that he may \\ ith his fellow man in the harvest 
field, behold, and his heart be made glad with the 
merciful bounty of his Creator, we raise him above 
the level of the beast, make him an useful member 
of society, and by creating sentiments of ci\'ilization, 
we produce wants as yet unknown to savages, and 
thus open new markets for British industry, and 
millions of people would become consumers of 
British labour.• By this extension of our com
merce we strike at once at the true cause of the 
distress so loudly and justly complained of at home. 
But has not the policy of Great Britain towards 
the nnti\ es of all ne\\ ly discoYered and conquered 
countries from the earliest period down to the pre
sent, tended lo the extermination of the natives ? 
And what \\as the consequence of this in the onset? 
The introduction of slavery ! A system whereby 
lhe African, with all his primitive barbarism, indo
lence, and physical defects, was lo be kidnapped, 
(at the great risk of the li\'CS of his captors,) torn 
from his kindred and country, and from thence • 
transported, at a great expense, to supply the place 
of the slaughtered natives in the colonies of Chris-
tian countries. 

The "isdom of exterminating the natives of 
newly discovered countries, and, abore all, of the 
'Vest Indies, and the United States of America, 

• Vide A ppcndix. 
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simply because they were, and arc, merely supposed 
to be irreclaimable, and supplying their place with 
men who are said to be equally incorrigible, and 
indeed inferior, in erery respect, to the natives of 
those regions, Temains a mystery which I fear no 
one will attempt to explain. Whereas it can be 
demonstrated to proof, that the extermination of 
the natires of countries where the" hite man cannot 
labour, is the true origin of sla\'ery and the sla,·c 
trade ; and if but one-tenth of the danger, expense, 
and trouble attending slaxery, to say nothing of the 
20,000,000/. sterling recently paid for its abolition, 
had been expended on the civilization of the abori
genes, whererer God had placed them, and the 
white man had found them, millions of souls woulcl 
have been spared, instead of being hurried from this 
world, by tl1eir Christian disco\·erers and con
querors, as they came into it, alike strangers to their 
God and the blessings of civilization. 

Trusting to my readers' forgiveness for this di
gression, I will now proceed to give a sketch of 

• the manners, habits, customs, and institutions of 
the Texan Indian tribes, individually, namely, 

The Comanches, Carancahuas, Tackankanies, 
Kankaways, 'Vaccos, Caddos, and Lipans; these, 
with their fugitive tribes, have entered Texas from 
the west, and are supposed to be remnants of the va
rious nations that formed the Mexican empire at the 
time of the conquest of Mexico by the Spaniards. 

The Cushatees are supposed, from one or two 
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customs still C'\tant among them, to be the de
scendants of the original inhabitants of T exas, the 
ratchez. 

The tribes that entered Texas from the north, 
and last, are the Cherokees, Creeks, Kickapoos, 
and Shawnees, with a few small fugitive tribes. 
The Indhns here named arc scattered all over the 
eastern and northern parts of Texas, from the a
binc to the Trinity river; from thence, taking a 
straight line to about twenty miles north of ::\Jilam 
on the Brazos, to the Colorado, about five miles 
above the city of .\ustin, in the west, for the southern 
frontier of' their territory, to the Red Hiver on the 
north ; while the Comanches and the other western 
tribes possess the \\hole territory west of the Colo
rado, and south of the Nueces to the Rio Grande, 
as l)1arkeu on the map, and following the latter river 
(on both sides) to its source in the Verde mountains; 
thus embracing within its known limits the rocky 
mountains of Chihuahua, New l\Icxico, and the fer
tile plains, called the Bolson Mapimi, and Parras. 

The Comanches arc by far the most warlike 
nation in Tc'\as, and are also the most powerful 
tribe that has entered Texas from the west. They 
may be considered a settled people, though they do 
not cultivate the soil, but rely on the shore for 
subsistence, which is not at all times to be found 
in the same regions, therefore at slated seasons 
they arc obliged to l0ad a wandering life, and live 
in tents. The men carry themselves remarkably 
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erect, and are tall, and beautifully proportioned ; 
face oval, features bold, regular, and expressive ; 
their hair fine, black, straight and long, except at 
the sides, where it is cut as close as possible, but 
growing from the forehead along the crown of the 
head as plaited, and hangs down upon the shoulder, 
and not unfrequently as low as the small of the 

back. 
Their dress consists of deer-skin, which they tan 

themselves, and afterwards make into coats that 
reach half way down the thigh, some\\ hat after the 
fashion of a Spanish tunic; add to this the maccason, 
made of the same material, and that serves for 
shoe, stocking, and trowsers, and the Comanche 
Indian dress is complete. This style of dress was 
first introduced among the original inhabitants of 
Peru by the Incas, whose first appearance on 
that continent about the middle of the thirteenth 
century, is thus described by Garcillasso and other 
authors : " There appeared on the banks of the 
lake Titicaca, a man and woman of majestic form, 
and clothed in decent garments. They were per
sons of excellent shape and beauty, and the 
DRESSES THEY WORE were such as continued after
wards the usual habits of the Incas, by which title 
they described themselves." The Comanche women, 
or squaws, are short, (and with few exceptions parti
cularly ugly,) but in war they are as courageous as 
the men, and, like them, most civil and hospitable 
m peace. Formerly they dressed like the men, 
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but of late year they have taken to wear coarse 
colton garments," hich they obtain from the Ameri
can traders. 

The chief town of the Comanche nation is situate 
at the fool of the an Saba hills, in \Vestcrn Tex
as. It contains about two hundred houses. They 
nrc all buill on an uniform scale, one hundred feet 
long, thirty "ide, and six high. The walls arc built 
of earth; the roofs flat, and covered with a whitish 
clay," hich, when exposed to the atmosphere, be
comes as hard as marble. Each house has its 
venerable patriarch, who, with his descendants for 
two and three generations, li\•e within its walls in 
perfect harmony. Their detached \'illages, of which 
there arc several, arc always located in some 
fertile and remote spot, difficult of access in the 
mountain districts, where the buffalos range in im
mense \\ oods during the winter months, and from 
whence they obtain, with little difficulty, an abun
dant supply of food ; but in spring, when the 
water begins to recede from the prairies or swamps 
in the lower country, the buffalos leave their win
ter's range. At this season the villages are all 
bustle ; the hunter and warrior prepare for, and 
simultaneously take the field, the former frequently 
canying the chase from the mountains in the 
north, to the most distant plains in the outh, 
whose confines arc washed by the water of the 
gulf; while the latter hastens away to avenge a 
wrong, or to watch the movements of the white 
man, or some neighbouring Indian tribe. ' Vhcn 

ll 



242 WILD ITORSE OF MEXICO. 

the autumnal rains set in, the buffalos instinctively 
return to their mountain haunts; and the hunter and 
warrior also return for the winter to their hamlets, 
where their WiYeS (~vith the exception of those 
engaged in the war parties) and children are left, 
and employed during their absence in drying the 
buffalo-robes and deer-skins, collected through the 
preceding season. 

The Comanches, both in their hunting and war 
excursions, move on horseback; and the musteno, 
or wild horse that they usc, abounds in Texas ; 
but it is difficult to trace in these horses any re
mains of the old panish blood, from which they 
are said to have descended. Their heads arc 
extremely long, coarse, and large; the neck cwed 
and long, withers unusually high, shoulder up
right, arm long from the shoulder to the knee, 
and short from the knee to the fetlock joint, which 
is astonishingly long; foot large, broad, and flat; 
hoof generally white and soft; barrel small, back 
long, stern contracted, thigh long and spare ; the 
lower extremities of the bind quarters resemble those 
of the fore; height from twelve to fifteen bands. 

However, ill-formed as these horses are, still they 
are a great acquisition to the Indians ; and a Co
manche warrior, mounted on one of them, with 
his Tlascallan spear, • (which they use both in the 
chase and battle,) bow, poisoned-arrow, scalping-

• The heads of their spears were originally made of gnlinazo, 
or black stone, but of late years they have used sword bbucs, 

which they get from the Americans. 
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knife, and tomahawk, is by no means less formid
able than a ossack, and by far more so than the 
dwarfish Arab. The largest of these horses, which 
touch, but never exceed sixteen hands, arc kept for 
their chiefs and warriors, who manage them with 
exquisite skill, and use the bow with the most 
deadly effect; while with their shield, which is made 
from the thickest part of the buffalo's hide, and said 
to bt> as tenacious as steel, they guard their horse 
and their person by hanging from the saddle on 
the opposite side. 

In battle each war party is headed by one or 
more squaws, who, with their shrill voices, serve as 
trumpets, denoting by various tones the movements 
and e\·olutions to be performed according to the 
orders of the chief in command. Their military 
as well a civil discipline is extremely strict, and 
is now simply what it was in Montezuma's time. 
'Vhen they meet an enemy on the open field, they 
retreat in a body to the woods, where they sepa
rate and manceuwe "ith such rapidity, that in an 
instant they surround him, when they raise the war
whoop, and dash forward from all points, shooting 
their arrows like lightning, or slaying with the 
spear as they fly at full speed through the ranks of 
the enemy and the thickest wood. 'Vhen they get 
a few paces from the object of attack, they sud
denly wheel round, according as the whoop is given, 
and simultaneously dash forward on the enemy as 
before. 

n2 
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Prisoners taken in battle arc c01weycd before 
the chief in command, who is bound to bring 
them before the council of the nation, and if a 
warrior takes the life of a prisoner, he is punished 
with instant death. Their method of keeping pri
soners would be most repugnant to the feelings of 
some of our effeminate and aristocratical soldiery. 
Each prisoner is gi\·en in charge to two warriors, on 
whom tbe prisoner must attend by day, and at 
night he is placed under a buffalo-robe, on which 
the Indians lie down by his side, so that lhe sim
plest motion arouses the \'igilant sentinels. 

They have a head chief or ruler of the whole 
nation,* who resides in the chief town, and several 
subordinate ones in the villages. The latter as
semble in council quarterly, under the head chief. 
A grand council of the whole nation is also held 
once a year (on the 26th September, or as the 
Indians call it Pachth) under an oak tree in some 
remote spot in the woods or mountains. At these 
councils prisoners of war arc tried, as well as all 
cases of adultery, theft, sedition and murder, which 
are punished by death. The grand council also 
takes cognizance of all disputes between the chiefs, 
and other matters of importance. 

During the sitting of the grand council, which 
lasts nine days, the chief town presents a scene of 
much meniment. On the return of the head chief 

Shaw-co-naw-law i& the present ruler of the Comanche nution. 
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fi·om the council a procession is formed each day 
to meet him, and on his arrival a damsel steps for
ward, and taking him by the hand, leads him, fol
lowed by dancers decked with flowers, t.o the tiana, 
(throne,) where they seat. themselves to personate 
Montezuma and his 1\Iamanchic, (empress,) amid 
the acclamations of the warriors and hunters, who 
form a circle round the tiana, when the M aman
chic dance begin . This dance, which was ori
ginally a sacred performance, emblematical of the 
old Mexican system of astronomy, and the manner 
in "hich they regulated their calendar, was prac
tised in Montezuma's empire long before the con
quest.; but that ingenious prince found means t.o 
turn it to his own account by becoming the chief 
performer in these revels, and so making himself 
and his princess the object of the profound ador:t
tions which were formerly paid only to t.he sun and 
moon. I [ow ever, neither the idea of turning these 
adorations to his own personal aggrandizement, nor 
the form of worship paid by these people to the 
sun and moon, originated with Montezuma, for 
we find that ~Iango, the lirst of the Incas of Peru, 
towards the close of the thirteent.h century, told 
the first people who came about them, that he and 
his wife Coya ~lama, were children of the sun and 
moon ; and that their father (the sun) taking pit.y 
on the miserable condition of mankind had sent 
them to reclaim them from their savage 1i,·es, to 
give them laws, teach them morality, and to wor-
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ship the sun, who gave life to all creatures, and 
makes the plants and herbs grow for the use of 
mankind : that they were expressly sent to rule 
them, for their benefit and happiness, with the same 
care and goodness with which their great father, the 
sun, ruled the world.-Garcilasso. 

But it is impossible to trace in these revels any 
connexion whatever with the religion of the Incas, 
as the former are only kept up to commemorate 
the love of their forefathers for Montezuma, whom 
they look upon as their aviour. 

The Mamanchic dance is opened by a boy and 
a damsel, who personate the chief and his bride on 
the throne. These are called in the Indian lan
guage l\1atachines. \Vhen they begin the dance, 
the chief and his bride stand up ; the boy with a 
crown of flowers on his head, dances round the 
ring, followed by the l\Iamanchic with a grave and 
dignified step, while with a rattle which she holds 
in her hand she makes a gentle noise. A number 
of other dancers, who arc supposed to represent 
the several constellations in their calendar, follow 
the Matachines, imitating their motions. 

Proceeding in two parallel lines they reach the 
throne, when one line wheels to the left, and the 
other to the right, so that four rows of dancers arc 
moving in opposite directions. After this figure 
has continued some minutes, a man with his face 
covered comes in, personating the Evil Spirit, who 
with his whip throws all into confusion, and then 
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disappears, when the dancers again approach the 
throne in two rows, kneel down and make low 
prostrations, bending slowly until their heads touch 
the ground, then raising themselves, they all wave 
their rattles and advance towards the throne; this 
ceremony is repeated nine times, and the same in 
retiring. The waving of the rattles as they advance 
and retire from the throne is typical of the eighteen 
months of their year, while certain irregular steps 
they perform represent their five intercalary days, 
which I shall endeavour to explain. 

The ch il year among these people, as it was 
among the ancient :\Iexicans, is divided into eighteen 
months of twenty days each, and five intercalary 
days, which brings their system to correspond with 
the Gregorian, as follows :-

ht day of the monU1, Tctit ltzcam, Oth January 

II Itzcnlli Xochilhulil, 22n<l January 

II .· ilomanat.itzli, 18th February 

II 
Tlacm .. ipchualitzli, lOth March 

II Tozoztontli, 30th )larch 

II Jlucytozotli, 1Oth April 

II Toxcutl, !>lh )[ny 

Etznlhualitzli, 20th )Jay 

.. T ccuihu.itontli, I Oth June 

" 
11 ucytecuiltonlli, 8th July 

II llicnilhuitontli, 28th July 

II l Icymixcuithuilt, 17th August 

II Ochpnniztli, 6th cptembcr 

II Pachth, 26th September 

II llcuypactli, 1 GU1 October 
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1st day of the month. Quecholli, 

Pnnquitzalitzli, 
Atcrooztli, 

, 
5th No,·cmbcr 
2;;lh ' ovcmhcr 

15th December 

The period of fifty-two years to them is what a 
century is to us, but they never reckon them by 
odd numbers. After the termination of each cycle 
of fifty-two years, they adu thirteen days before 
beginning anew the first month of the ensuing cycle; 
which shows that they are aware that the solar 
revolution exceeds their civil year by six hours. 
Their ancestors, the original inhabitants of Mexico, 
bad another way of reckoning time, which was 
purely lunar, and constituted their religious year. 

How these people came by this method of regu
lating their time is a great mystery, but I am of 
opinion that it was the invention of some of their 
Asiatic visitors. However, its mere existence goes 
far to prove that they were, at one time, greatly ad
vanced in civilization; and indeed, Ranking, in his 
" Historical Researches on the Conquest of Peru 
and .Mexico by the Moguls," proves, to the satis
faction of the most philosophical mind, that the 
first Inca, Mango Capac, • was the son of the 
Grand Khan Kublui, and that the people found by 
the Incas in America were the descendants of the 
Tartars, Japanese, or Chinese, who had been 
blown across the Pacific iu remoter times; and this 

• Capac was a title gi,·cn by the TndinnH to Mango ; iL mean~ 

sole emperor, splendid, rich in virLuc.-Rauking. 
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conjecture is strengthened by the fact that the In
dian system of reckoning time is common among 
many of the unsetlled nations of Eastern Asia. 

The language spoken by the Comanches is of 
great antiquity, and differs but little from that of 
the Incas of Peru," hich wants the consonants b, 
1, )~ g, r, and s; whereas the Comanches (whose 
language is spoken by all the western tribes of 
T exas) usc the con:)onants t and :::, instead of the s ; 

but this sligh t difference renders it by no means 
le sdifficult to he acquired by an European, for some 
of our " ords of one or two syllables are of sixteen 
or sc\'enteen "ith them; while others, of three, four, 
or more syllables with us, are of only two\\ ith them. 
For example, the " ord excellent, in the Indian lan
guage, is tala; the word justice, 1'/a-me-/a-/ma-ca
c!ti-lma-li I ::::.-1 i. 

Hunting, exqui!lite horsemanship, the use of arms, 
and im inciblc courage, (which is described by their 
enemies as " brutal fierceness"), are the only accom
plishments of the Comanche; and the "brutal fierce
ness of the Comanche, which ha at all time been 
shown to his Christian brethren," has been in the 
protection of his hunting g rounds, by the manly 
exercise of all the re t; and I would have those, 
who tell us that these people have no capacities for 
civilization, remember, that three-fourths of the 
peasantry of M,cxico are nothing more than an 
INPEIUOll order of civilized Indians; and that, not
withstanding the known inferiority of the 1\Iexican 
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peasant, his extreme good sense, quickness of mind, 
high sense of justice, and love of truth, render 
him far less o·oublesome, and quite as useful to the 
state in agriculture and many of the mechanical arts, 
as the peasant of any European country ; and that 
this assertion may be confirmed by all future inquirers 
and travellers, I will here direct their attention first 
to the valley of Huastecapan and the Indian settle
ments on the sun-scorched plains of Bolson 1\Ia
pimi, as specimens of their agriculture and industry; 
and to Santa Fe, the capital of New Mexico, 
where the cloths (called blankets), manufactured 
by the Mexican Indians, possess all the minute
ness of design and brilliancy of colour, the 
fantastic taste, and ingenious invention of the 

Chinese. 
The Comanches still retain the art of recording 

events by pictures and quipos. The latter are, 
however, used only to record the history of their 
wars and executions; they consist of strings of 
scalps ; one contains the scalps taken on the field 
of battle ; another, the scalps of spies and traitors ; 
and the third, the scalps of those who have been 
executed for theft, adultery, murder, &c. These 
people deem hieroglyphical painting an essential 
part of their education, and they teach their chil
dren, while casting up the quipos, to repeat their 
historical songs, which celebrate the military ex

ploits of their ancestors. 
Finally, to illustrate the high sense of justice that 
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exists among these Indians I will give a short ex
tract from Mrs. Holley's T exas : tt General Austin 
(whose camp had been attacked and robbed by a 
party of Comanches) assuming great composure, 
went up to the chief, and addressing him in 'pan ish, 
and the few word of Indian he knew, declared 
himself to be an American, and demanded if their 
nation was at war with the Americans. ' o,' was 
the reply. ' Do you like the Americans?' 'Yes, 
they are our friends.' ' " ' here do you get your 
spear-heads, your blankets ?' &c., naming all their 
foreign articles one by one. ' Get them from 
the American .' '\\'ell, do you think, if you were 
pas ·ing through their nation, they would rob you 
as you have robbed me ?' The chief reflected a 
little, and replied, ' No, it would not be right.' 
Upon which he commanded his people to restore all 
the things they had taken, and every article of value 
was brought back, with the same dispatch with 
which il had disappeared, except a pair of saddle
bags, "hich were subsequently restored." 

ext to the Comanches the Carnncahuas were 
once the most powerful of the western tribes of 
Texas; but, about the year 1796, they commenced 
a sanguinary war "ith the former, which lasted for 
several years; and, on the arri\·al of the first Anglo
American settlers in T exas, this once powerful 
nation consisted of about four hundred and fifty 
families. These "harmless people," however, soon 
experienced the tender mercy of their Christian 
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visitors, who, with the Bowie knife and rifle, pre
sently reduced their numbers to about fifty, and 
this miserable u balance" was driven across the La 
Baca river, and finally sought and found protection 
from their murderers under the hospitable roof of 
an Irish priest, at the mi sion of San Patricio. They 
formerly inhabited the whole sea-coast of Texas, 
from Brazos river to the Rio del Norte. 

The Tawackanies, Tankaways, Lipans, '\'accos, 
Caddos, and a few small fugiti,·e tribes, \\ho follow 
the Comanches, may be considered as one nation, 
although each tribe forms a separate community. 
Each one bas its own council and its own rulers, 
precisely like the Comancht:s; still they live on the 
most intimate tem1s, keeping up a constant inter
course with each other, hunting over the same 
range, and inhabiting the same territory in common. 
Their villages are located in the north-western part 
of Texas, on the Red River, and about the head
waters of the Colorado. Their united numbers 
may be estimated at from ten to twelve thousand. 
In their bunting or war parties they never use the 
spear or shield, and are seldom seen mounted, in 
which respect alone they differ from their kinsmen, 
the Comanches. 

The Cushatees differ from every other, and are 
the only tribe that can be said to cultivate the 
soil. They hold every other tribe in great con
tempt. Their head chief or ruler pays his obei
sance to the sun every morning ; and from the fact 
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of their still wor hipping the sun and moon, they 
arc suppo cd to be a remnant of the atchcz : and 
when we con ider that the sun has been the fa
vourite and peculiar god of the Moguls from the 
earliest times, we may readily believe that the 
Natchez were of eastern origin, and that the Cu
shatees, whose religion so closely resembles that of 
the ratchez, arc the descendants of the latter. 

The CtL hntees lire in wooden houses, which 
arc built with considerable taste. Their villages 
con i t of thirty or forty detached houses, and arc 
located on the banks of the Trinity Ri,·cr in cast
ern Te\:as, about forty-fh·e miles from its mouth. 
They cultivate corn and a variety of vegetables, 
and are rich in cattle and horses. In the hunting 
season, however, they leave their villages for a 
short time to procure beef, bear-meat, and venison, 
on which they live during the winter. Their 
squaws always accompany them in their hunting 
excursions, and carry all the culinary utensils, 
blankets, beds, tents, and children. The latter arc 
strapped upon a board when only a few days old, 
and are kept so until they can walk, which in some 
measure accounts for their being so erect when 
grown np. This practice is also common among 
the Comanches and other tribes. These people 
are most hospitable to strangers, and conduct 
themselves with becoming decency in every situa
tion. They are, however, but few in number, not 
exceeding five or six hundred souls. They use the 
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rifle, and are excellent marksmen, brave and faith
ful to their allies. They wear a cap adorned with 
a variety of feathers, but the feathers of the cora
quenque are most esteemed ; and it is a remark
able fact that the fE:athers of this bird were much 
esteemed by the ancient Peruvians, who supposed 
that they were not to be found any where but in 
the desert of Yillcanuta, but they abound in Eastern 
T exas. The rest of their dress resembles that of 
the other tribes, as already described. 

The Cherokees are not only the most powerful 
of the eastern tribes, but their numerical strength 
is greater than all the western tribes put together. 
Their territory extends from about 32 parallels of 
north latitude, in Texas, to the Arkansas River 
in the United States. That portion of their ter
ritory which lies in Texas, they claim under the 
general colonization law of Mexico, passed by the 
Mexican congress in 1823, and under that law 
they were invited by various Mexican functionaries, 
and by General Teran, in tho spring of 1832, and 
subsequently by the Texans themselves, to accept 
lands in Texas, while they receive an annual tri
bute from the United States, for the sovereignty of 
the territory they evacuated on entering their pre
sent location in the State of Arkansas, which was 
duly assigned to them by the state's government.* 

In June, 1832, the Texans secured the neu-

• See State Papers of 1825. 
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trality of the Cherokees and Shawnees, pending 
their struggle with the l\le~icans ; and in the spring 
of 1 37, the Texans made fresh overtures to the 
Cherokees, and after some time had been spent in 
ncgociations, they entered into treaties "ith the 
Texans for the sale of their lands. In these 
treaties with the Texans, the territory described 
as foliO\\ s wa reserved for, and the fcc simple 
duly secured to, the Cherokee Indians, and associ
ate bands: 

" '"est of the an Antonio road, and beginning on 
the west at the point where the said road crosses 
the river Angelina, and running up said rh·er until 
it reaches the mouth of the first large creek below 
the great ha" nee village, emptying into said 
river from the north-cast. Thence running with 
said creek to its main sow·ce, and from thence a 
due north line to the Sabine, and with said river 
west; then starting where the said San Antonio 
road crosses the Angelina, and with said road to 
where it crosses the Neches, and thence running 
up the cast side of the river, in a north-westerly 
direction." 

This treaty was signed by several Indian chiefs, 
Bowls, Big, Musk, Fayette, &c., and by General 
Houston, and two other commissioners appointed 
by the Texans "in convention at 'Vashington," 
to treat with the Indians; but the treaty was no 
sooner laid before the convention than it was re
jected by its members, and subsequently by the 
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Texan senate, iu December, 1837. In the fall of 
this year, overtures, however, were again made by 
the Texans to the Indians for the purchase of the 
fee simple of the reservation named in the rejected 
treaty of 1836; and the Indians eventually ac
cepted the proposals of the Texans, who engaged 
to pay a certain sum for the Cherokees' lands in a 
gi\'en time, and the Indians agreed to give up pos
session of their territory on receipt of the money. 
Thus the matter stood until October, 1 39, 
when an act under the following title was intro
duced into the Texan congress:-" An Act to 
sectionize and sell the lands formerly reservedfor, 
and occupied by, the Cherokee Indians!" This 
vile and unjust measure at once disinherited the 
Indians, and authorized the Texan go\·ernment to 
take possession of the Indian lands ; but the pay
ment of the purchase-money was virtually deferred 
(no mention of it being made in the act) to an in

definite period. 
During the debate in the Texan congress on 

this bill, much warmth manifested itself on both 
sides of the house, and it was with the utmost 
difficulty that the Speaker, who is supplied with a 
wooden mallet, to preserve order, could obtain a 
hearing for those who were anxious to address the 
house on the subject : however, by continual 
pounding on the table with his mallet, he at last 
reduced the eloquence of the factious to an "impal
pable powder;" but before he could turn his quid 
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(a conspicuous part of a Texan peaker's equipage) 
a member started on his legs, and said, " l\Ir. 

pcaker, this i an important subject, Mr. peaker; 
and I want some light on this subject, Mr. peaker; 
and I would thank you to throw some light on 
this subject, 1\Ir. peaker." 

l\Ir. peaker responded by again applying the 
mallet to the table, and the honourable representa
tive sat down ; when another gentleman got upon 
his leg , nnd commenced by saying, "l\Ir. peaker, 
I rise to order, sir, but if I am out of order, Mr. 

peaker, give a tap with that there hammer, 1\Ir. 
peaker, and I "ill squat like a pmtridge." The 
pcakcr immediately ga,·e t( a tap," and the honour

able member squatted, when General Houston 
stood up, and in an eloquent speech closed the 
debate ; the house divided, and the bill was carried 
by a large majority. 

General Houston, in the course of his speech, 
dwelt with great force on the claims of the Indians, 
and the expediency of making friends of them ; 
but unfortunately hi humane \'iews were not ap
preciated by hi colleagues, and therefore the 
Cherokees were not only deprived of their lands, but 
a military expedition was immediately set on foot 
to drive them back into the United tntes; but to 
suppose that Texas, in her present feeble state, can 
coerce a nation of 40,000 warriors, with as many 
allies as the Cherokees ha\'e, is madness. The 
Texans may dupe them, and cut them down one 

s 
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by one, as they do, but they cannot meet them 
openly in the field, expert at the rifle, well mounted 
and disciplined, as they have been, under the fa
mous Pick-she-nubbee. 

As the Cherokees are one of the many members 
of the great family of North American Indians, 
whose manners, habit , &c., have already been de
scribed by so many different travellers, it would 
be superfluous for me to mention them ; yet I am 
convinced that they will not gi,·e up their territory 
quietly, and that its possession "ill be dearly 
bought. They ha,·e been duped, and \\hen they 
discover it their ho tility towards the Texans will 
be immeasurable. 

The combined strength of the Kickapoos, Shaw
nees, and Creeks, "ith their fugitive tribes, may 
be estimated at about 7 ,000. Being too few in 
number to oppose, they have recently followed the 
Cherokees in their war excursions. They always 
move on foot, and a Shawnee Indian can outrun 
the quickest horse, and continue his quicke.;t pace 
for several days. These tribes have always been 
most troublesome, and \\ill continue so, to the 
settlers in eastern Texas. They live in tents covered 
with deer skins, and their camps are for the most 
part located about the head waters of the Trinity 
River, and Buffalo Buyon, a portion of Texas as 
yet unexplored. 

In addition to the above tribes, another has 
been recently discovered on the Trinity River, 
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about 200 mile from its mouth. They are per
fectly wild, and even at the sight of other In
dians, they fly into the woods. Their cries are 
most unearthly. They go perfectly naked, and do 
not use the rille, bow, or any other weapon of de
fence, nnd are, therefore, supposed to li\'c on roots 
and nuts, which abound in that region of the coun
try. Their numbers and origin are as yet to
tally unknown. 
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THE number of sla\'CS imported into Texas from 
Africa, Cuba, and the United States, pre\'ious to 
the dec1aration of her independence, may be esti
mated at 3,.500. One half of this number ran 
away, and remained in the bush, or joined the 
Mexican army during the revolution, but were sub
sequently restored to their respective owners. 

The number imported into the country from the 
United States, from the date of the independence 
of Texas (1836) down to the close of the year 1810, 
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has a\'erag('{l 2000 annually, which would bring the 

whole number of sla\'es in Texas to about 11,500; 

and if we fix the mortality among the slaves at 2 per 

cent. on the whole slave population, the number 

now remaining \\ould be about lO,GlG; "bercas it 

appears by the returns of asses ·ors of l l 0, that 

the "hole number of slaves in T exas was 11,32:3. 
This return, ho\\ C'\'er, includes the servants of 

tmn icnt vi. itors, and free blacks, that enter the 

ports of Texa · in foreign vessels, who must be duly 

rC'gistercd at the oflice of assessors; and thus the 

number set forth in the assessor's report is made up. 

It is a gratif) ing fact to know, that the number 

imported annually is not on the increase; but this 

is owing solely to the want of capital in Texas. 

This the Texan Go\·ernment, with the most bare

faced effrontery, is straining every nerve to obtain 

in Europe, but, fortunately for humanity, without 

the remotest prospect of success. 

E\·ery loan that ha been granted by England to 

foreign countries has been attended with e,·il con

sequences. First, by creating anti-national interests 

at home; scconcll), by supplying contending parties 
and petty factions abroad "ith u the sine\vs of "ar." 

\\ ar has either ensued, or been continued, and thus 

our commerce has been cramped, and our moral 

and J>olitical influence completely paralysed; \\hilc 

disgust, coutcmpt, confusion, and in some cases, a 

panic iu our utonctary market has been the re::.ulL 
of all. 
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But what would be the con.·equences of Eng
land's granting a loan to Texas ? How would it 
be employed? First,-In the permanent e tablish
ment of a new sian~ market; for the abolition of 
which, in her own colonies, she has recently paid 
20,000,0001. sterling. 'econdly,-It would be ap
plied to carrying American influence and interest 
to the gates of Mexico, a country where England 
has vast monetary and commercial interests at 
stake. Thirdly,-It would be giving a premium for, 
and would consolidate an unjust and daring aggres
sion in the south, on the part of the United tate·, 
which might speedily be imitated in the north. • 

Hence, then, without venturing an opinion as to 
the probability of the Texans paying the interest 
of a foreign debt, it is to be hoped that their efforts 
to obtain a loan in England may ever prove unsuc

cessful.f 
The slaves (as I have before stated publicly!) 

have been imported from the United States by 
dealers, labour-masters, (men who hire slaves in the 
States and let them out again in Texas,) and insol
vent planters, who carry their slaves to Texas in 
order to evade their creditors. From fifteen hundred 
to two thousand slaves are annually imported into 
the country by such persons; and it "ill scarcely 

• Yidc Extracts from Lord Durham's R eport on Canada, 

11agc 278. 
t Vide Supplement: Opinions uf the French Pres~ . 

t Sec Letter to Lord Pahncr!!lun in Appendix. 
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be believed that they are imported from the United 
'tates across the Gulf of Mexico, i.e. from the 

1\Iississippi to Texas, a distance of four hundred 
miles, in the steam-packets which run between those 
two places, in the face of every treaty and law now 
in force for the suppres. ion of slasery ! I happened 
to be at the city of Galveston, Texas, in February, 
1 10, when the steam-packet c. Columbia" anire<l 

in Gah·cston harbour from ·ew Orleans, '"ith no 
le. s than thirty or forty slaves on her deck; and 
again in i\Iay of the same year, while I was at Gal
veston a second time, the " Columbia" boat arrived 
with t\\ cnty slaves. Thus the traffic is carried on. 

The slaves, however, arc well treated while on 
board the steam-packets, but they arc not so 
a ·horc. The instant these poor creature land, 
they arc carried awny to the interior of the coun
try, to work on some plantation, where they have 
to labour from sun-rise to sun-set, under the eye 
of their cruel task-masters, whose heart les~ conduct 
I have too often witnessed. On one occasion, 1 \\as 
perfectly horrified n.t the savage barbarity of a planter 
towards a poor negro woman. The planter here 
alluded to was a young man about twenty-three years 
of age, the son of a widow named Thompson, who oc
cupies a plantation on the Brazos ri,·er, about three 
miles aboYe the city of' Richmond. On the 20th of 
1\larch, 1810, I had some business to transact in the 
immediate neighbourhood of l\Irs. T.'s plantation. 
As I rode along the boundary fence I heard the 
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most piteous erie of a fernale, in the direction of 
a cotton patch within the fence. I hastened a 
near the spot as I could get on horseback, where I 
beheld the most re\·olting scene imaginable. A poor 
negro woman, who complained of being ill, was seized 
by the planter, James Thompson, who, after strik
ing her several times with his clenched fist, called 
her husband from the gang then at work in the 
field, made him take hold of his wife, place her 
head between his (her husband's) legs, raise her 
clothes, and give her a cow-hiding, which the hus
band did, and then led his poor tortured wife back 
to the gang, who stood watching the execution of 
the inhuman monster's sentence.• 

The next outrage that came under my 0\\11 im
mediate notice, was the trial of a man named Vince, 
at the spring term of the second Judicial District 
Court, held at the city of Richmond, Texas, in the 
first week in April last. An action was brought 
against Vince by a planter, to recover the value of 
a negro whom Vince had shot. The defendant 
openly acknowledged that he shot the negro, which 
was not deemed murder, the action being brought 
merely to recover the value of the man. The jut)', 
after hearing counsel on both sides, gave a verdict 
for the plaintift and the murderer of the negro was 
allowed to leave this court of justice without a 
reprimand. But any man, in fact, may go out and 

Sec Anti-slavery Reporter, 4th Nov<·mbcr, J 810. 
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shoot any number of s)a,·es in Texas, provided he 
is able to pay for them; and, indeed, if he cannot 
pay for them, he has only to make an affidavit to 
that effect, and all remedy at law is at an end. • 

oon after this, a ''hole family was offered for 
sale, at public auction, by the sheriff of Fort Bend 

ounty, under execution. The family consisted of 
a man, his "ife, and two children; the eldest, a boy 
about four years old; the youngest, an infant at 
the brca t. The sheriff, after describing (to a host 
of spectator~) the capabilities of each member of 
the family, "ho stood before him weeping at their 
degradation, and seeming to be fully impressed with 
the injustice and cruelty of their fate, he opened 
the sale, which was soon brought to a conclusion, 
as the slaves happened to be the property of an 
alien, who was absent, and the terms of sale twelve 
months' credit. However, the result of the sale 
was,- the man was bought by a planter who resides 
about thirty miles below; and his wife, with the 
infant at her brea t, by a man who lire sixty miles 
above; while the boy was bought by a third party, 
who carried him away some thirty or forty miles 
west of the place of sale. Thus the holiest of tics 
-the strongest bonds of civilization-were torn 
asunder, and the purest affections of the human 
heart gross] y outraged! The man or woman whose 
skin is as '' hite as the snow from heaven, could not 
press each other more affectionately lo their bosoms, 

• lwc "Dil{c~tof tht• Lall h of Tc•xns." 
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or weep more bitterly, than this poor man and wo
man did when parting from each other and their 
children, in all probability, for ever. 

The man, on arriving at the plantation of his 
purchaser, was sent to live with a woman who had 
three children by another man. Here depravity 
was enforced, and yet the very men who enforce it, 
will, with an air of singular composure, tell me 
H that the niggers are the most depraved race in the 
world-that they arc a curse and a disgrace to the 
human race ;" while they employ many ingenious 
arguments to prove, that the H native American, of 
the African origin, is closely allied, or is, in fact, a 
branch of the monkey family; and were it not for 
a singular perverseness of nature, which has gi\'en 
the black native American a mouth and ear formed 
to speak many languages, as they do correctly, in 
lieu of what the naturalists vulgarly call a tail, in
stead of a projection," the most philosophical mind 
might admit the correctness of the analogy drawn 
by the Anglo-American slaveholder, which, by the 
by, is not at all flattering to u the whites," inasmuch 
as the blacks, whom they define as belonging to the 
baboon species, arc, in their physical formation, 
nearly a fac-simile of themselves. But, to show 
how they reason on this head, I will here give a 
quotation from the anonymous Texan author before 

quoted:-
" How does it happen, asks every stranger that 

visits our country, that so moral and chaste a people 
have so many mulaltos among them ? You may 
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travel the whole extent of Mexico without meeting 
so many individuals of mongrel breed, though, 
among t the :i\lexicans, marriages between the 
'arious castes are neither prohibited by law, nor 
stigmatized by public opinion. And your slavery ? 
What ha\'c you to say to that? 

" Here, they think they embarrass us; but we 
can produce," continues the same author, "good 

arguments to prove that the negroes arc an inferior 
race, made purposely to be hewers of wood and 
dmwers of water to the whites. If they \\ish Scrip
ture authority, we can quote the curse of Noah 
again tone of his sons and his posterity; and nothing 
pre\'cnts us from supposing that our negroes arc 
descended from llam. In that case we do nothing 
more than fulfil tile flcripturc. If they \\ish for phi
losophical proofs, dissect a black man, and you will 
fin<l the internal structure of his body is somewhat 
different from that of thew hites. The difference is 
somewhere about the lumbar regions, anatomists 
say. Docs not this make our assertion good, and 
prove them to be intcn<lcd by nature to serve us 
as playthings? If they want metaphysical argu
ments, we can show that negroes arc inferior to us 
in judgment; and though some of their fanatical 
fricn<ls (in the orthcrn tales) represent them as 
naturally superior in warmth of fancy and quickness 
of imagination, we are not bouud to acknowledge 
the truth of the fact." 

tt But here," he adds, u I must drop the subject. 
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It is dangerous to treat on it even in the coolest 
manner; my neighbours might mistake me for an 
abolitionist, and in that case I should become hate
ful. The suspicion of abolitionism operates like 
the plague in Texas as well as in the Southern 

tates." 
Leaving this sagacious writer in doubt as to "the 

truth of a fact," and the full and uninterrupted 
enjoyment of his tran atlantic logic, I may, with
out wasting time in sighing after Anglo-American 
freedom, take the liberty of inquiring into the pa t 
and present policy of England relati\·e to her negro 

subjects. 
The emancipation of the slave in our " 'est Indian 

colonies was not only an act of humanity, but also 
an act of sound policy. It has changed the cha
racter of our trade in that quarter, it is true ; but 
this new character gives an impetus to our trade, 
which was confined, during the existence of slavery, 
to the interests of the few, the planters, through 
whose cupidity (the legitimate off.c;pring of their wan
ton extravagance in too many cases) the cons'umption 
of the mass of the population was becoming daily 
more limited; while this declining consumption 
itself was confined to our coarsest and cheapest 
manufactured goods. But since the abolition of 
slavery, the great mass of the population have and 
";11 continue to exercise their own taste ; and as 
their condition improves, they will not be found less 
negligent of their external appearance than any 
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European. I [encc we have the new and improyed 
charnctct· of our "'est India trade, which consists 
simply in the consumption of a better description 
of manufactured goods, which equals already in 
amount the former consumption of the coarsest and 
cheapest; and n hile this emanates, as it does at pre
sent merely from the abolition of slavery, its future 
extension hinges on the social improvernent of the 
great bulk of the people ; and as their resources will 
at all times be equal to those of the most prosperous 
pea antry in Europe, it becomes the onerous duty 
of the British legislature to promote their impro,·e
ment; while \\C arc bound as a nation, "ho have 
admitted the negro to the rank of a fellow-citizen 
and subject, to protect him from insult, and to 
defend the institutions which we have gi,·cn him 
from innomtion, whether foreign or domestic. 

But here I may take another view of our position 
relative to shwcry. 

The proof we have of the advantage of slave 
labour is the enormous sum of £20,000,000 ster
ling which England has recently paid by way of 
compensation to those who held slaves, for its abo
lition ; and here the cost of abolition to us may be 
taken for the true ,·alue of slavery to other . " ' hell, 
therefore, we consider that the advantages (admitting 
for a moment that there is an advantage in slave 
labour) arc solely commercial, we, as a commercial 
people, having already paid £20,000,000 for its abo
lition, arc bound in all consistency snd expediency 
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to retard, at almost any cost, its growth where it 
exists, and to prevent its revival in a country where 
it has been abolished, and its establishment where 

it has never yet been kno" n. 
Having thus treated the subject as a national 

question, let us for a moment consider what i\le:\.ico, 
a country where slavery has been abolished, has 
lost or gained by its abolition. 

In the history of the revolutionary war or strug
gles for independence in Mexico, we find, as I have 
before asserted, something at the conclusion of each 
sanguinary contest to compensate the lovers of 
humanity for the effusion of blood on those occasions. 

The first revolution undC'r Hidalgo ended in the 
total destruction of the Inquisition. The subse
quent establishment of the independence of i\Iexico 
by lturbide placed the people of colour on a le,·el 
with their fellow men ; and the degradation of 
being a mulatto, which may be attributed to the 
gross depravity of the African's oppressors, was at 
once buried in eternal obli,·ion. The introduction 
of republican institutions on the abdication of the 
emperor (Iturbide) was speedily followed by the 
total abolition of slavery, and all traffic in sla\'cs 
was for ever prohibited in the republic of i\Iexico. 
Thus the strength of the oppressor (the white man) 
was lost in his own depravity ; and by its natural 
offspring (the mulatto) the poor negro was brought 
to the fountain of liberty to flrink and to here
freshed; and as every Christian, it is to be hoped, 
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holds the life of a black as dear as a white man's ; and 
kno" ing, as we do, the historical fact, that the blacks 
and castes amounted at the period of the rcYolution 

to two-thirds of the population of ~lexico; it may 
he said that that country has gained for itself that 

"hich is most dear to eYcry Christian people, ''civil 
and religious liberty." 

For which, howe\ er, her territory has been in

\'adc<.l and taken from her by the citizens of a powerful 
foreit,'11 nation (the rnitcd tates). A country that 
stigmatizes the :\le\.icam; as impertinent demagogue , 

brainless priest-ridden fanatics, and a despotic, an
guinary, cowardly, merciless race. And all thi 
is heapl•d upon the Mexicans by their democratic, re
publican, Anglo-American neighbours, because, for
sooth, they nbnlishcd sla\'er,r, the Ycry act which led 

the go\'ernmcnt of" king-ridden England" to rccog
nil.cthc republic ofi'\Ic\.ico as an independent nation. 
In this, America was the first to show the way, not 
ha\'ing, as usual, suflicient foresight to sec that it was 
her interest to support the panianls with their inqui
sitions, their depra' ity, and their sl:wery; and now 
that the discerning eye of rrpublicanism detects 
the error, and beholds freedom approaching the 
confines of " the land of the free," she raises her 
arm, hurls her back, and creates a. crcatme after 
her own kidney. America's want of foresight 
in this matter may cost her more dearly than any 

act of "hich i\lcAico has ever yet been guilty. I r 
i\lc,\ico adopt the emancipation of the negro as 
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a war-cry, and extends a incere hand of friendship 
to aborigines, enfeebled as she is, the Union of 
America ·will receive a shock that it ne\'Cr can 
recover; and" hen once the wild elements of which 
that nominal Union is composed breaks forth, future 
ages will shudder at the bare thoughts of what may 
occur pending their convulsion. And much as .1\Ir. 
Kennedy and his pro-slavery friends in America may 
dread the consequence of such a war ; much as the 
anti-slavery movers in England would deplore its 
existence, particularly the Society of Friends, who 
hold out the olive branch to all mankind ; yet when 
an anti-slavery war occurs, as an event over which 
they can exercise no control, they will not desert 
their standard; and if now, in these days of peace, 
they stand to be smote on one cheek, and again turn 
the other, it is because they simply entertain a firm 
and unalterable conviction, that the wise and con
stant exercise of moral influence will, ere long, lead 
to the abolition of slavery and the slave trade 
throughout the world. 

Perhaps Mr. Kennedy will be so good as to re
turn to the young republic, and communicate the 
substance of the foregoing "figment." to the rulers 
of the slavery-loving Texan republicans. 'Yell 
may they call for forties of thousands of their 
countrymen to aid them against the unspotted 
escutcheons of the truly republican Mexicans, on 
whom slavery was forced by their conquerors and 
ancestors, but with the iron rod of Spanish tyranny, 
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the chains of the African were cast under the feet 
of the conqueror and freemen to rise no more, and 
therefore, if England was to participate, directly or 
indircclly, in the dismemberment of the American 
union, under existing circumstances, she could not 
be surprised; for when the United States recog
nized the independence of Texas, and therein ap
proved a daring and unjustifiable aggression on the 
part of her citizens, she knew that England had re
cognized \\ ith herself (the nited tates) the inde
pendence of Mexico as a free and sovereign nation ; 
and she also knows, full well, that the national in
terests of Great Britain imperatively demand that 
we should support her as such, particularly now 
lhat England must be deemed an anti-slavery nation; 
and while it is known that the poor negro is under 
the merciless lash, and the wandering Aborigines, 
in Texas, arc daily falling under the Bowie knife (a 
murderous weapon almost peculiar to her people) and 
the rifle of her citizens, she cannot be surprised to find 
the national prejudice and force of a free and chris
tian people directed against any nation who would 
deny them the right of interference, which every na
tion has in all cases of aggression, but more particu
larly against those who recognize and so perpetuate 
the unutterable sufferings of their kindred man. 

This is the international right that England enjoys, 
as far as the act of aggression is concerned, until 
the recognition of Texas by the British government 
shall be absolutely ratified. But should this point 

T 
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be foolishly lost, the execration of every free people 
cannot fail to be heaped on those who would, by 
such an act, sanction the principle of slavery, to say 
nothing of those who promote its revival in a coun
try where it has long been aboli hcd. 

That the people of the northern states of Ame
rica were priry to the recognition of Texas by the 
American government, is no more to be suppo ·ed 
than that the people of England were privy to her 
recognition by the British government. 

The Americans of the north are liberal enough 
to admit, that the fraud is too base-the deception 
too deep-the mask too hideous-and the degrada
tion too abject, of those who have erected the stan
dard of independence in Texas, and on which the 
words "slavery" and " intolerance" are written in 
letters of blood, to the immortal disgrace of those 
who have raised it on the territory of a free people. 
They are also too enlightened to deny or a doubt 
the truth of the fact;" nay, they may with tmth 
boast, that the " Native American" of African ori
gin is as intelligent and as useful in the state as a 
husbandman, and, in many of the mechanical arts, 
as the peasantry of any country in Europe; while 
they fearlessly assert, that the children of the iger 
and Gambia are cast in the same mould as the off
spring of those who nobly possessed themselves of 
the sovereignty of the Ohio and the Mississippi. 

France, throughout her negotiations for the re
cognition of the independence of Texas, claimed 
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for her colonial subjects all the rights and privileges 
enjoyed by the most favoured nations; and we find 
that the United tates, the most favoured nation, 
has a right, under the constitution of Texas, to 
introduce any number of slaves into the Texan 
republic; and France, in the 18th article of the 
treaty between France and Texas, has also secured 
tbis right to her colonial subjects; so that, in the 
event of the French government attempting to 
abolish slavery in her own colonies, the worthy 

French sla,·e-holders in the 'Vest India islands will 
only have to run their slaves across the Gulf of 
1\Iexico to Texas, where they can dispose of them 
to some advantage. In addition to this, French 
brandies arc admitted into Texas duty free, and 
wherever France can secure such a privilege as this, 
there the soul of the French cabinet is sure to be 
pledged, and thus the object of the recognition of 
Texas by Marshal oult as readily accounted for. 

Those, however, who know any thing of the 
state of parties in America know full well how to 
appreciate the recognition of Texas by England; 
they will and may, with truth, say that England, 
by recognizing Texas, has participated in the de
struction of the union of the states, and the total 
dismemberment of l\Iexico. But, in order to stifle 
any opposition that may be raised against Texas on 
this view of the subject, Mr. Kennedy enters into a 
long discussion on the probability of the remotest 
whisper from the abolitionists of England leading 

T 2 
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to a war between England and America, whereby 
we are to lose one of our best customers. But is 
l\Ir. Kennedy ignorant of the fact, that if the port of 
Li'rerpool alone were closed against the Americans, 
that that would be the greatest national calamity 
that could befall the United tates, and more patti
cularly the agricultural states of the south ? Yet, 
notwithstanding this fact, Mr. Kennedy leads his 
readers to suppose that the Americans are about to 
invade England tc right slick away." • But tt the 
stunted, depressed, and hopeless Briton," can refer 
the Anti-Anglo writers and u sleepers awakened" to 
the tomb of -apoleon, where lies an oracle that 
may be consulted by our modern bravados, and 
future ages on that subject. Napoleon was not a 
poor African, who differed in his physical charac
ters u about the lumbary regions." lie was not a 
" priest-ridden and cowardly Mexican;" nor was he 
a " stunted, depressed, and hopeless Briton," who 
is inYited to the swamps of Texas, where he is to 
" assume" a new u mould of strength and symmetry 
of beauty." No, be was the leader of a great and a 
warlike nation, who, it is to be hoped, will speedily 
unite her moral and political influence with that of 
the stunted and king-ridden Britain, for the total 
abolition of '' the accursed system of slavery," and 
the slave-trade throughout the world. 

The whole of the arguments contained in Mr. 

• Kennedy. 
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Kennedy's Anti-Anglo work on T exas, as regard 
slavery and the treatment of the Aborigines by the 
Texans, will, it is to be hoped, enable Parliament to 
form a correct estimate of the value of his practical 
knowledge and experience in municipal philosophy, 
which was employed under the anti-slavery govern
ment of Great Britain, to inquire into and report 
on the municipal institutes of Canada, where there 
exi ts a large Aboriginal population, intermixed 
with several thousands of negroes, who arc labour
ing under the prejudice of caste, in order, forsooth, 
that the British government might lcgi late so 
that all her l\Iaje ty's subjects might be governed 
alike. However, it is to be hoped, that when a 
similar inquiry is instituted, that men of Christian 
feeling, "ithout prejudice, and alive to the rights 
and claims of their fellow-creatures, of every colour, 
caste and shape, may be chosen to discharge the 
duties of assistant municipal commissioners of Eng
land to her colonies. 

If Lord Palmerston was led by the culpable 
misrepresentations to overlook what is due to the 
African colonial subjects of Great Britain, (which 
he most unquestionably has done in negotiating 
with the Texans,) in order to secure to his country 
some great moral, political, and commercial advan
tages, surely he ought not to have forgotten the 
following remarks, "hich occur in Lord Durham's 
Report on Canada, and which must at once have 

• 
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opened his lordship' eyes as to the danger of e\·en 
tolerating the idea of Texan independence :-

u ·whatever aid the insurgents have recently re
ceived from citizens of the United States, may either 
be attributed to those national animosities which 
are the too sure result of past wars, or to those 
undisguised projects of conquest and rapine, which, 
since the invasion of T exas, find but too much 
favour among the daring population of the frontiers. 
* • • * The danger, however, which may be 
apprehended from the mere desire to repeat the 
scenes of Texas in the Canadas, is a danger from 
which we cannot be secure, while the disaficction 
of any considerable portion of the population con-

• tinues to give an appearance of weakness to our 
government."-Extract from L ord Durham's Re
port, January 31, 1839. 

On the 9th of November, 1839, a deputation 
from the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery ociety 
waited, by appointment, on Lord Palmerston, to 
convey to his lordship the sent iments of that body 
respecting the recognition of Texas, and the treat
ment of the Africans captured in the Amistad. 
His lordship professed his umcillingness to clo any 
thing by which the influence of Great Britain could 
become accessory to the extension or perpetuation 
of slavery, and his desire to give to the moral as
pect of the recognition of T exas, which it was the 
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special object of this deputation to press on his 
attention, the fullest consideration : 

"To the Right Honourable Lord Palmcrston, her :\fajesty's 

principal Secretary of 'tate for Foreib'll Affair:., &c. 

"~~ \. Loan,-

" The Conunittcc of the llritish nucl F oreign Anti-:hn-ery 

ocicty beg permi,sion to express their sentiments to your lord

ship on a !.uhjcct dcl·ply intere ling to nil the friends of liberty 

:md just.ir~', and which thl·y feel to be of paramount importance 

nt the prl.'sent lime, a nlfl·cting the clearest int.crests nml future 

happiness uf u l.lrge portion of the human race, and one to which 

it is understood the nttl·ntion of your lord:.hip nncl her :\lnjesty's 

goH:rnment hn, nll'(-ady hcl'n officially directed. 

" It is currently rcporlt'd, that from the revolted pro,·ince of 

the ;\ll·xican empire, Tcxnn envoys bn,·e been sent to this coun

try to solicit it~ recognition b) the llrilish go\'ernment a.s 1111 

indcplndl.'nt stnll•. 

" With such .1 lll1;nC'iation, considered as relating to political 

intcrc~ts nlnne, although they concch·e these to he of the grn\'est 

importance ns it respects the int.crests of llrili~h subjects, ancl 

even the intebrrity of the British empire in the Gulf of Mexico 
nnd ('arrihcnn ~t·a, it would be quite out of the pro\ ince of the 

llriti:.h nnd l'orcign .\nti-Sl.1vcry ociety to interfac : but there 

is n peculiar fenture in the pre .ent ca11e, which renders it not 

only proper fur them, but impemtin: on them, to l'Xprl'&s to your 

lordship tlwir sentiments on the subject, and to entreat for them 

a striuu4 con~iclcration nt the hands of the govcmml·nt. 

" The Committee will not trouble your lonhhip \1 ith a tktail 

of the unjust and ntrociou:. manner in '' hieh till' Mcxienn pro

vince of T~·xn~ has been wrcsll'd. from the pnrL·nt :~tate b) 
the unprincipled ad \'enturer,, land-jobbers, ami sla\'e-holders 

from tlw L nited States, "hose l'onduct merits the most ill(li~rr1ant 

rchuke, and must altuch la11ting dishonour to all 11 ho mny bl•comc 

implicated in it; but would press on the Clm:.ider.ltion of your 
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lordship and the government the well- known fact, that the legia

latUie of Texas has abolhhed the unh·ersal freedom which, with 

such admirable justice and propriety, had been decreed by the 
l\lexican government, and have re-established sla,·cry in its wor:.t 
form. The Committee would also call your lordship's attention 
to the fact, that the T exan laws also pro,·idc for the expulsion 
from its territory of all Africans, and the descendants of Africans, 

,\·hether in whole or in part born free, as well as of the native 

Indian tribes, an iniquity not less cruel than it is infamous, and 

unparalleled in the history of any civilized people. 
" It will be no more than consistent, the Committee conccin•, 

";th the noble attitude which Great Britain has taken before 

the world on the great subject of Slavery, to refuse, in the mo~t. 

positive terms, the recognition of any new state in which tl1c 
unrighteous system of slavery is recognized, and meru;urcs so 
repugnant to every principle of equity and relibrion as tho~e re

ferred to are established by con!>titutional law; nor can it, the 
Committee would respectfully observe, be othcn,isc than a mat

ter of plain and impcratiH obligation that tl1e British government 
should avail itself of so just and striking an opportunity of u:.ing 

its mighty moral influence, for diffusing through other countries 
lhe same freedom which at so much cost has been haJlpily, and 
the Committee tm!>t permanently established in the dependencies 

of our own. 
" The whole of the case before tl1e Committee, howc\'er, is not 

yet stated. The establi~bment of slavery in Texas will open an 

immense market for the slave-breeders of the United States, and 
will inevitably enlarge to an unprecedented extent, and raise to a. 

pitch of unprecedented horrors, a trafiie so infamous and deplorable. 

Nor can it be doubted but, in spite of the law which prohibiLo; it, 
the slave trade with Africa, again:;t which the "hole power of the 
British empire is arrayed, ''ill be extensively carried on, as there 

is too great reason to l>clieve it has already begun. 
"under the8e circumstances, the Committee trust that her 

~[ajcsty's government will regard the proposed recObrnition of 
Texas with tbc greatest abhorrence ; and tla·y chcriHh an enrnel>t 
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hnpe that in their dcci~ions, considerations of humanity, justice, 

and liberty \\ill be linnly held paramount to e\'CT) other. 

" On behalf of the Committcl•, 

"G. \\' . Au.xA:o.DLlt, Cha.innan." 

The hopes cherished by the Committee that 
Texas would not be recognized by Great Britain as 
an independent power, were, unhappily, not realized . 
In the latter part of November, the public press 
announced that Lord Palmerston, and General 
H amilton, the Texan en roy, had concluded a treaty, 
on the part of their respective governments, in 
"hich the independence of Texas was duly recog
nized. All that remained for the Committee then 
to do, \\as publicly to express their decided repro
bation of the act. The terms in which this " as 
done, "ill be found in the follo\\ ing correspondence 
with Lord Palmerston, and t.hc resolutions which 
accompanied it : 

"To the Hight I lonoumblc Lord Yiscount Palmer~ton, &c. &c. 

"::!i, !I.e'' Brond 'lreet, London, 7th Dectmbcr, 1810. 
" :\h Lonn,-

1 beg to transmit to your lordship n copy of Resolutions of the 

Commitll'c of the Briti h and Foreign Anti-Sian·!") Society of the 

2nd iJhtnnt, nnd deeply r~.•gn:t the occa~ion '' hich ha~ l·alkd 
thcs~. re:.olutiun forth, and pemtit me to solicit ) our lonbhip's 

attl'ntiun to them ns the unanimous nnd dclibl'r.Jtc l·xprc~sion of 

their sentiments. 

" \\ hillt Gr.-•nt Dritnin ~auctioned by lwr law~, or by n f,•uilty 

conni,·nncc, thl• ~ystcm of ~lavLTy and the African slaw-trade 

1\hich former!) prcvaikd in her colnnil·~ , it \\as i mpo~sihll•, con

~btcnll) 1\ith her uwn l'\ il practice, lo han• on this grouncl 
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avoided the recognition of other states, who, having followed 
her wicked example in this matter, had sought commercial and 
political relations with her. But I humbly conceive that, having 

abandoned both slaYery and the slave-trade, and fixed publicly 

and for ever the brand of mornl reprobation on these enonnous 
crimes, it became her duty thenceforward to net in confom1ity 
with her noble decision, and to maintain the l10nouroble position 
to which she had been exalted among U1e nations of the earth. 

It follows, therefore, in my apprehension, thnt she wns brought 

under solemn obligntions to di:;countenance slavery and the sluve
trade, where,·er they might exist ; to foster the spirit of ltumanity 
and justice among the nations with which she might be connected; 

to encourage free and liberal institutions in new and ri. .. ing sUite ; 
and to refuse friendly relation!! with any people "ho might ~··ck 
to establish slavery in countries where it had lutherto been un
known, or to re-e:;tabli.lth it where it had been previously abolished. 

In this way she might have become the guardi:m of the liberties 
of mankind; and her mighty influence have been exerted for good, 

and not for e,;l, in time to come. 
"I need hardly state that few indeed were t.he natiYe Mexicans 

or Texans engaged in the revolt which led t.o the formation uf 
the Texan republic, and which hns t.cnninaled most unhappily in 

the establishmenl of a wicked and cruel deSJ>olism, by the O\ cr
throw of a generous system of government, wl1ich l1.1d secured 
liberty to the slave, the suppression of the slave-trade, and the 
protection of the aboriginal tribes. The Americans invaded the 
territory, and by brute force have wrenched Texas from the 
parent state, reversed the Mexican laws, estnblishcd slavery in 

perpetuity, and have already issued a proclamation commanding 
all free persons of African dcl!ccnt, whether born in tl1e land or 

not, whether possessed of property or not, to quit the n·public 
within a given period of lime; and nn army of lwch·e hundred 
men has been le\;ed for the extermination of the I ndian tribes. 

Humanity cannot but shudder at the suffl!rings which must ensue 
from the working out of this iniquitou~ policy; and rclil:tion must 

again weep over scenes of devastntion und blood, which have too 
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often nnd too long cover1.-d ll1e nnme of nominal Christmns with 
ignominy. 

" l n concluding these remark!!, I cannot but contrnst ll1c pnin

ful fact of the recognition of TexllS \l;lh tl1e non-recognition of 

Hayti. In the one c;1 ~·. I percei,·c a band of mnrnuders nnd 

sln,·e-holdel"!!, nfter having deprived a friendly power of part of 

its dominions, and "framed iniquity by a law," admitted to t11c 

l•ighcst di~tinctions and prh·ilcges this country can confer upon 

them ; whilst, in the other en c, I behold u people, who for centu

ril·s had bl·cu en sin' l'd nml oppres ed, after having al'hieved 
their liberty, nnd c:~tubli hcd free in!ltitutions on a flrm founda
tion, treated '' ith acom and indignity. 

"I have the honour to bc, my Lord, your Lordship's most 
obedient huruble sen·ant, 

"1. H. Ttt£DGOLD, ecretary. 

"At an adjourned meeting of the Committee of the British nnd 

Forcign Anti-Shnry ocict.y, held at 27, 'ew llroad 'treet, 

London, on Wcdnc dty, ll1c 2nd day of December, 1810; 
"JAt;OB J>o:;T, Eso., in the Chair, 

" It WM unanimously rc~oh·cd, 

"I.-That inasmuch 119 the system of slavery forms an intcgml 
pnrt of tl1e constitutional lnw of the new republic of '1\~xns, this 

Committee hu\'c hl•anl with fcclings of the deepe. t sorrow nncl 

humiliation, that her ;\fuje:.ty's government. hn\'c bcl'n induced 

to enter into n commercial treaty with its reprc.sentnti\'C, by which 

uct that rcpublic has been introduced to the high djstinction of n 

place amongst the b'TCat family of ci\'ilized nations; and thut 

thus the murul dignity tmcl national honour of thjs great country 

have been outmgcd, the denrcst interc ·ts of multitude:; of human 

being~, their liberty nnd happiness, trumpled under foot, n fearfu l 

impulse gi\'en to !ila\'ery and the slnvc-lrude, :md the sacred 

cause of Chri~tinnity, ci,·ilizntion, and freedom immeasurably 
retarded. 

"11.-Thut, in ,·iew of the great fact that the legislature of this 

country, stimulated by the Chri~otiau zeal of its pcoplt·, hns ubo-
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lished for ever the guilty troffic in human beings, nnd terminnted 
the atrocious system of bondage which fom1erly existt.-d in the 

British colonies; nnd thnt the government has pen;everingly, if 

not hitherto successfully, sought tho entire suppression of the 
foreign slave-trade, at an enormous cost of the nationnl trcasttrc 
nnd ofhuman life; the Committee cnnnot but express their great 
astonishment, as well as their profound regret, that her ·Majesty's 

ministers should haYe entered into friendly rclntions with a people 

whose first act, after n successful but wholly unjustifiable re,·olt, 
was to engraft on their constitution the system of slavery, to 

create a slave trade between the United tales nnd themselve,;, as 
well as for the utter expulsion of all free pcn;ons of African 
descent, and the finnl extirpation of the aboriginal tribes from the 
soil; and thus to ,;olate every principle of humanity nnd julllice, 

and to consolidate, atend, and perpetuate sla,·cry and the slnnl 
trade in a country, which, as part of the ~lcx.ican empire, bad 

been preriously devoted to freedom. 
"III.- Tbat, therefore, this Committee, as the orgnn of the 

Anti-slavery principles and feelings of the country, feel bound 

to enter their solemn protC'.,t against the recognition of the inde
pendence of Texas as a most immoral and impolitic act, alike un
called far by the justice ar tile cxige11cy of tile case, as fraught with 
the most injurious coruequences to mankind, and as conseque11tly 
deserving the unqualified reprobatioll of all good men." 

Lord Palmerston's reply to these resolutions 
will startle the lovers of truth and consistency. It 
is as follows :-

"Foreign Office, December 11th, 18·10. 

"SIR,-l am directed by Vi~count Palmerston to ackno\~ ledge 
the receipt of your Jetter of the 7th instant, addressed to his 
lorthhip, transmitting a copy of Resolutions which the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Anti- lavery 'ocicty passctl on the 

2nd instant, expressing their concern that her Majesty's govern

ment should ba\'C eutcrctl into a commercial treaty will1 Texas, 
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nncl prote;..ting tlgninst the recognition of the ind<'pcndcncc of that 
republic by Grt·ut Britain. 

"I om, in rl•ply, directed to state to you, that Lord Pnlrncrston 

Ycry much regrets t11nt t11c Committee should take this vic\\ of 

ilic m<:asure \1 hich ha bee-n adopted by her :\fnjt•!ity's government 

in regard to Tcxn ; but that it docs not appear to Lord Pnlmct 

ston, on the one hand, that the refusal of Great Britain to conclude 

a commercial tn•nty \1 it11 Tcxn.q would haYc had any <'ITccL in 

inducing the Tl'XIIIlS to abolish slavery within their territory; 

nor, on the other hand, that the conclusion of such n tn•nty can 

bn,·c the ciTt·ct of affording the Texans any encouragl!mcnt to 

continue the condition of slavery as part of their Ju,L 

" It may indeed bt• hop<"d, that the greater intcrcounc between 

Gn:at Dritnin nncl Tcxn , which will probably result from the 

treaty, may have the clfcct of mitigating, ratbcr than aggravating, 

the <'' ils nri1<ing out of the legal existence of s)n,·cry in that 
rqmblic. • • • 

"Lord Pnlm<:rston de ires me to mention, tl1at you appear to 

be under n misnpprchcn ion as to the state of the relation be

twc·cn Or~ ~t Britain and Hayti; innsmuch as Great Britain has 

nctually concluded n tn-aty with H ayti, as an independent state; 

and I have the 11atisf:1ction to acquaint you, tltnt tl1e specific 

ol1jcct and purJ.>o~e of that trent) is the supprcs. ion of the slave
trade. 

" I nm, Sir, your obedient humble scn•nnt, 

( ibrncd) "LEv£so:s. 
" J. H. Trcdgold, Esq.,, c." 

My Lord Palmerston's right and left arguments 
will, I doubt not, puzzle some of the ablest political 
fuglemen even on his lordship's own side of the 
House. Mark the absurdi ty of his telling the 
people of this country, u that the conclusion of a 
treaty of commerce," which would give a moral 
impetus to the rise, and a great and continuous 
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moral influence to T exas, would not u have the 
effect of affording the T exans any encouragement 
to continue tbe condition of slavery as patt of their 
law." 

In the third paragraph, fallacy, if possible, is still 
more glaring. « The greater intercourse," says his 
lordship, u between Great Britain and Texas may 
have the effect of mitigating the evils arising out 
of the legal existence of slavery in that republic." 
The legal existence of slavery in a country where 
it had been totally abolished ! Monstrous asser
tions ! Anti-national partisanship and idle nonsense 
could scarcely be carried further. lias the constant 
and «greater intercourse" between Great Britain 
and the United tates had u the effect of mitigating 
rather than aggra-vating the legal existence of 
slavery in that republic?" Certainly not; but on 
the contrary, according to Mr. Kennedy, it has had 
precisely the opposite effect. 

The Anti- lavery ociety, ever faithful to the 
cause in which they have embarked, put forth the 
following caution to emigrants :-

" All persons inclined to emigrate to Texas, nrc cnrneslly 
recommended, well and seriously to consider the provi~ions of tile 

Texan law in relation to emigrants. 
" Tlte grants of land to emigrants arc only made on condition 

of permanent residencc,-thc pcrfonnnncc of all duties required 
of otlter citizens, for the term of three years, to the salisfaclioll of 

those in power //-they must l)c ready to bear arms ngninsl Ute 
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pnrent ~;tntc of ;\fcxico, nn!l thr nntivc I ndinns, for the purpose 

of subjugation nncl e'tpUI!Iion, nnd to sustain the l\\ in abomina

tions of~ lan:ry nnd the ~lnve-trndc, which the :\Icxicnn empire, to 

its grcnt honour, hnd totally nnd for ever abolished. Will nny 

Englishman, Iri hmnn, or Scotchman, subject him~clf nnd his 

fnmily to drgracling contncl with the atrocious sy~>tcm of !!lavery? 

Will he tnkc nnns in its support, and to sustain thr domination 
of men, nlike drstitull' of conscit'ncc, nntl of honour? Can nny 

man, volnnt.trily placing himself in such circumstances, expect 

thr hie sing of God on his undertaking? 

"For further infomHttion, . ec n pamphlet entitled 'Texas,' by 
John , cohlc, puhli hed by Ilnn·ey and Dtuton, 55, Grnccchurch
strcet, London, price Gd. 

" On behalf of the Committee, 

"J. JI. TnEDOOLD, • rcrctru-y." 

It is said that an anti-slaYery spirit lies dormant 
in Texas at this moment, and Mr. Kennedy, to sub
stantiate this idle assertion, puts forth the following 
extract from a speech of the ex-president of 
Texas, amuel Houston :-

"Not nnconnrctt•d with the nn\·nl force of the country is the 
subjt•ct of the African r.lwe-trnclc. It cnnnol be dishclicvt•clthat 

thou~nnds of A fricnns have lntcly been imported to the islnnd of 

Cubn, with n de1oign to transfer a lnrgc portion of tlu•m into tbi~ 
rt'puhlic. Thi~ unholy nncl cruel Lrnflic hns called dmm the re

probation of tlw humane nncl just of nll ci\·ilizcd nations. Our 
abhorrence IO il is c[car/g CXJ>rcssed ill our CO!lSiituliOIJ and laws. 
Nor has it rested nlone upon the declaration of our policy, hut 
has long since been n subject of rcprcsentntion to the government 

of the nitcd States, our ministers apprising iL of e\·ery fact 

which would cnnhlc it to devise su('h means ns would prevent 

either the lnncling or introduction of Africans into our country. 

"Tho naval force of Texas not being in a situation to be 
clivcrled from our immediate defence, will be a sufl1cicnl reason 

why the governments of the United Stntes nnd E ngland should 
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employ such a portion of their force in tllc Gulf as will at once 
arrest the accursed trade and redeem this republic from the sus
picion of conuimncc, which would be as detrimental to its 
character as the practice is repugnant to the feelings of its citizens. 

hould the traffic continue, the odium cannot res't upon us, but 

will remain a blot upon the escutcheon of nations who han: 

power, and withhold their hnnd from the work of humanity." 

It would be well if these fine sentiments were 
carried into execution by Samuel IIoustop, or any 
other members of the Texan community who ha\'e 
it in their power to rid themselves of the «accursed" 
trade in human blood «and the suspicion of con
nivance," which is certainly as detrimental to the 
character of a republican people as it is said u to 
be repugnant to their feelings." 

I agree with Mr. Kennedy, tt that there would be 
no more occasion for u cheap little books with illus
trative cuts" that are u sent across the Atlantic, 
where they receive fresh circulation and call forth 
the indignant denunciation of the excellent persons 
who essay to regulate the world by periodical reso
lutions at Exeter-hall ;" but will it be believed that 
the very man from whose lips this eloquent speech 
in question fell, is the slave-master of his own son 
by a native American of African origin ! This 
young man-a slave-the offspring of the ex-presi
dent of the republic of Texas-pays to his father, 
Samuel Houston, a monthly pittance for the privi
lege of practising his profession as a hair-dresser, 
&c., in u the flourishing city of Galveston." This 
young man's house is nearly opposite to the Tre-
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mont House, where he may be seen, the bondage vic
tim of his O\\ n parent! by all future travellers. Mr. 
Kennedy, instead of recording such facts as these, 
defends s]n,•ery in Texas, by informing us that unegro 
slavery never existed in a milder form than it does 
in the Vnited tate ." la~·ery in the mildest form l 
'Vhat does the appointee of her Majesty's govern
ment mean ? The then trustee for the liberty of 
the s]a, e, here plainly says that there are gradations 
in slavery, and such as ought not to be tolerated by 
the British people, who paid twenty millions for the 
total abolition of it. At that period we were igno
rant that sht,·ery had its philanthropic gradations, 
until illuminated by the labours and anxious obser
\'ations of Mr. r ennedy. Perhaps that gentleman 
would furnish us with the name of the planter or 
planters who preserve slavery "in its mildest form." 
Acts however oppressive, however cruel, according 
to this logic, must not be complained of, if done iu, 
tl1e mildest form. 

'"e never heard a client of Jack Ketch's at the 
Old Bailey complain of his operation because it 
was eJ·ecuted, as Ir. Kennedy would say, in the 
mildest form. To give ~orne illustration of this 
slavery "in its mildest form." A female slave in 
New Orleans attracted my attention and excited my 
deepest sympathy by one of the most barbarous ex
hibitions of which the mildest form of slavery consists. 
I observed her carrying the child of a planter, after its 
mother, with an iron collarround her neck, not having 

u 
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the mildest form of protection even enjoyed by an 
English bull dog, that of having the spike outside 
to prevent a larger dog injuring him; but this un
fortunate slave had the points of the collar in versed, 
so that every motion of her neck when she dared to 
contemplate the visage of this little urchin-whose 
sire was no doubt an advocate of l\Ir. Kennedy's 
slavery in its mildest form-caused the sanguinary 
,·esicular of this painful instrument to draw blood 
from the young slave, who once hung upon the 
breast of a mother as fond, nay, I will say without 
comparison, fonder, than this tigress mother of the 
little urchin she was then carrying. If this be .1\Ir. 
Kennedy's mildest form, may Heaven preserve us 
from his voracious one! but from any form of 
1.\Ir. K.'s, I repeat the same prayer. 

But to return to the u figment" of which he com
plains. I feel proud, as an Englishman, to have it in 
my power here to record the Address of the British 
and Foreign Anti- lavery ociety, presented by a 
benevolent and high-minded Englishman, l\1r. J o
seph Sturge, to the President of the United States. 

ADDRESS TO TilE PRE&IDEST OF TilE l 'S ITED T \TEli. 

" Sra,-As the head of a great confederacy of sUlte!l justly 
valuing their free constitution and political organization, and 

tenacious of their rights and tlu::ir chara,·tcr, the Committee of the 
British and Forcit:.'" Anti-Slavery Society, through their esteemed 
coadjutor and rcpresent.1tive, Joseph Sturge, would respectfully 
approach you, in b• half of millions of their fellow-men held in 
bondage in the United States. ThoKc million~; arc not only denied 
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thr politicnl immunities enjoyed by thr citizens of your great re

public generally, nnil the equal prh ilcgc!l and the impnrtinl protec

tion of the civill.!w, hut they nrc dcprh ,.iJ of tlll'ir per onnl rigllls: 

sn that tlll'y Cl'n c to he n·c,ranlctl nnd trentcil, undl'r your other

" isc nohll• in titutions, as '' r.~; ( l'Xl'cpt in the. commission of 

erinll', "hl·n the utmo t rigour of your pl'nnl titntutes i~ invoked 

and cnforc<·d ngainst them), nnd nrl' reduced to the d<·gmdctl con

dition of 1 chnttds-penionnl' in 1 the hnntl~ of tltl'ir owttl'rs and 

po~sl'Ssor , to nil inlrnl•. collstructions, ar1d purposes rl'llatsorver.' 
"This is the lnngungc nntl the lnw of sln,·cry; und upon Uti~ 

luw, gu.mlcd with jealousy by their political institutions, the 

alnvdwldeni of UIC soutJt re t their claim to property in man. 

Hut, Sir, there nrc claims tmtcrior to nll humnn lows and superior 

to all politico) in thution ; claims which nrc immutable in their 

nnturc-clninu \1 hich arc the birthright of every human being, 

of <·nry clime and of c,·,·ry colour-claims '' hich God has con

fcrn·d, nnd \\ hich mnn cannot destroy without sncril,•ge, or in

fringr \\ ithout in. P,•rsonal liberty is amongst these the grent,•st 

and the h t, for it i the root of aJI otbu rights, the conscn-ativc 

principle of human n ociations, the spring of public virtues, and 

c~sl·ntial to national ltr,·ngth nnd t,rrcntncss. 

" The mon!ltrous nnd '' ickcd assumption of powl'r by man 

over his fcllo\1 -man \\ hich ~lavery implic~, is nlike abhorrent to 

th,• moral senst• of mnnkind, to the immutnble principles of jus

tice, to the rightt·ous laws of God, and to the benevolent prin

ciph•s of till' go pel. It i:,, thcn.forr, inclig nantly n·pudiatcd by 

th,• furulurncntnl laws of nll truly tnlightenl'Cl und ci,·ilizcd com

muniti( ; nnd by none more emphatically than hy that o\·er 

which, ir, it is your honour to prt•side. 

"The Hfl"ll doctrine thut 1 God hath crcall·d all men equal, 

and l·ndowcd tlll'm '' ith certain inalienable rights, and that 

amongst thc~c nr<' life, libl'rty, nnd tltc pursuit of happiness,' is 

affintll·d in your Dcclnration of Indl•pcnd,•nrr, nnd embodied in 

the lhcnry of your cunstitutionnl lnws. But then• is n slain upon 

your glorJ . Slnn·ry, in its must ahj rct and rcvoltin~ form, 

pollute~ your soil; till' wailings of sln,·es ming-le with your songs 

l 2 
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of liberty, and the clank of their cl1ains is heard in horrid iliscord 

"ith the chorus of your triumph. 
"The records of your tales are not less distinguished by thl'ir 

wise pronsions for securing the order, and maintaining the insti
tutions of your country, than by tht•ir ingcniou~ devices for rivet
ing the chains and perpetuating the degradation of your coloured 
brethren. Their education is branded as n crime against the 

tate ; their freedom is dreaded as a blasting pestilence ; the bare 

suggestion of their cmnncipation is proscribed as treason to the 
c..'lusc of American independence. 

" These things arc uttered in sorrow ; for the Committee 
deeply deplore the flagrant inconsistency so glaringly clisplnyt>tl, 
between the lofty principles embodied in the great charter of your 

liberties, and the evil practices which have been permitted to grow 
up under it, to mar its beauty and impair its strl'ngth. 

" But it i:s not on the~e grounds alone, or chiefly, that they 
deplore the existence of slavery in the United Stales. :\fanifold 
as are the evils which flow from it, dehumanizing as arc its ten

dencies, fearful as its re-action confessedly is on its supporters, 
tbc reproach of its existence docs not terminate in the institution 
which gave it birth. The sublime principles and benign spirit of 
Christianity are dishonoured by it. In the light of divine truth 
it stands revealed in all its hideous deformity, a CRIME AOAI~ST 

Gon, a daring usurpation of the prerogative and authority of the 
Most High. It is as a violation of his righteous law~, an outrage 
on his glorious attributes, and a renunciation of the claims of his 

blessed gospel, that they especially deplore the continuance and 
support it receives among you; and, in the spirit of Christian 
love and fraternal solicitude, they would counsel its immccli:~te 

and complete overthrow as a solemn and imperative duty, the 
performance of which no sordid reasons should be permitted to 
retard, and no political considerations to prevent. lavery is n 

sin against God, and ought therefore to be aboliNhccl. 
" Tbe utter extinction of slavery, and U!i sister abomination 

the internal slave-trade-!lecond only in horror ancl extent in the 

United States to the African, nncl in some of its fcntnrcs even 
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mor•• n.•,·olting-can be argued by the philnnthropi~ts of this 

country nnl) on lhl' nh tmct principlt•s of mom! and rclif,rious 

duty; nnd to those principles the peoplr of your gn•at republic 

arc pledged on the side of frl·cdom, beyond every nation of the 
world. 

" The nr~o, by nature our equal, made, like Ollrllelvrs, in thr 

imnge of his Crrntor, gifted with the snme intl'lligence, imp<'lll·d 

by the snme pn,siuns, and redeemed by the same Saviour, is n•

ducrd by cupidity nncl opprl·s~ion bdow lht• kvd of the brute, 

spoill·d of hi>. humanity, plundered of his rights, nnd often hurried 

tu a prcmntun.• gr.wc, the miscmble victim of amricc and bt•eclless 

tymnny I :\Jen hnw pre umptuou~Iy dared to wrc:.t from their 

fellow!! the most pn•cious of their right!!-to interc.:pt, ns far as 

they may, the hounty and grnce of thr Almighty-to closr the 

door to their intelll-etu.1l progress-to shut every avenue to thdr 

morn! and rl'ligiou. impron~mcnt-to ~land hct'H'en them nnd 

their ~Jakl·r 1 It i ngainst this crimt• the Committl'C protest, ns 

men nnd .. C hristinn ; nnd they t•arn<· tly nnd respectfully call 

upon you, • ir, to u c the high powrrs \lith which you arc invested 

to bring it to a peacdul nncl spet·dy cloSl'. 

"~fay you, in clo. ing your public cnrerr, nncl in thr latrst 

hours of your rxi tenet• on l'arth, he consoled with thl' rrflrction 

that you lmve not dL•spbcd the affiictions of the nffiicted; but 

that, faithful to the tru~ts of your high slt•wanbhip, you hnve 

bct-n 'just, ntling in the fear of Gocl'-thnt you have l'.Xl'CUll'd 

juclgment fllr till' opprc~scd, nnd have nidl'cl in thl· dclin·mncc or 

your count!) from it11 grl·atcst crim~, and its chief reproach ! 

Signed on behalf of the Com mittel', 

"Lo11clon, .1/arl'll Hth, 181 1. "Tuo't\s CL.-\RK.,o:o-." 

l::iuch sentiments and appeals may be resi ted 
for a while, but they cannot be hushed into obli
vion, deserving as they do the attention of the 
present age, and to be handed down to posterity 
as an heir-loom. " ' hilc the recital of the inhuman 
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horrors of the slave-trade as set forth in the follow
ing extract, will fill the hearts of generations 
yet unborn with emotions of dismay and dis
gust, which no pen can describe ; I could almost 
persuade myself that e\·en now I hear those who 
advocate it, say, u i\Iethinks it is good to be an abo

litionist." 

"CAPTURE OF A SLA \"ER. 

(E xtrnct from the Log of her :\Injcsty's chooner Fawn.) 

LAT. 23 30: LoNo. 10 WEsT. 

L tECT. Coli)IR. J. FooTE, II. ) 1. ·cuR. F .\WS. 

" On the 19th of February, 18-11 , Cncupos, on the Con.~t of 
Brazil, about eight.een mile:., observed a large brig standing in 
for the land; altered our course so as to cut her off, if possibk·. 
on approaching. he appeared not to have the least idea of 
our being a man-of-war-allowed her to close witltin mnge ot 
our long 32 pounder- fired a gun over her, and another as quick 
as possible a-head- she then up with her helm, attempted to run, 
but appeared in great confusion. We continued to throw the 
shot over, a-head and astern of her, without intention of striking, 
as we were positive of slaves being on board ; after a short time 
she was increasing her distance ; Lieutenant Foote then deter
mined to put a shot into the hull, but with great regret, on account 
ofilie unfortunate beings on board. Shots were Uuown close 
under her &tern twice--a third was about to be fired, when we 
observed her round to. I n about twenty minutes we came up, 
and boarded her. The slaves were ull below, with the batches 
on: on turning them up, a scene presented itself, enough to sick<-n 
the heart even of a Portu{,'llese. The living, the dying, and tho 
dead, huddled together in one mass. Some unfortunates in the 
mo~t disgusting state of small-pox, in the confluent state, covered 
from head to foot; some distressingly j]l \\-ith ophthalmin, n 
few perfectly blind, others, living skeletons, with difficult) 
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cr:mled from below, unable to bear the weight of their miscrnble 

bodirl!. Mother, '' ith young infants banging at their brea~ts, 
unable to give them n drop of nourishment. How they had 

brought them thus f:tr appeared astonishing; all were perfectly 

naked. Their limbs much excoriated from lying on the hard 

plank for so long n period. On going below the ~teneh wns 

insupportnblc. llow beings could breathe suel1 an atmosphere 

nnd live, nppcnretl incn-dible. evcml were under the loose 

planks, \lhich was cnlled the deck, d) ing; one dend. We pro
ceeded to Hio Janeiro with the prize. On the passage we lost 

thirteen ; in harbour, twclwfrom. mall-pox and debility; n number 

al ·o dil~l on board the recovery ship Crescent. After clearing the 

hold nnd fumibrnting the brig, it wns determined by )lr. Ou. dey, 

the Briti h minister, to ecnd the brig, with n part of her cargo, 

for ntljudic.'ltion to the nearest colony, under the command of 

Mr. G. John&tont', mntc of the Fawn. We . niled on the 19th 

M:m:h, with 1!!0, well provided with mcdirine~, nnd directions 

in what manner to u. c them. Tapioca and lime juice were also 

provitlrd; not\\ith tanding all the cnn.• thnl n small crew could 

lll·stow on tlu:m, we unfortunately lo~t twenty, chiefly from 

scurvy and gl·ncrnl tlebility. This unforltUlnte brig len Bahia 

forte, on tlw con t of Benguclll, "ith 510 negroes ! untl eighteen 

dnys nner, on her capture, she hnd but 375 ! !" 

uch arc the outrages against which the aboli
tionists of England arc contending; and that the 
high-minded Americans in the north arc deter
mined to rclie\'C their country of the accursed 
traffic in human blood, will be seen from the fol
lowing paragraphs. 

"NATIO. AL -0:\IJNATING CO. VENTIO.~:. 

"A Nl.ll body under thi~ title mel nt New York, on the 12th 

of ;\Iny. ll consisted of 111 delegates, from eleven states ; nnd 
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it was their object to con ider !llld net upon the propriety of then 

nominating presidentinl candidates for the election of 1841. After 

ballots which were decided by very large majorities, it wns re

solved unanimously, 
"That James G. Birney, of New York, as candidate for the 

Presidency, and Thomas Morris, of Ohio, as candidate for the 

office of Vice-Presidency, be unanimously !llld cordially ~;up

ported at the election of 1814, and recommended to the support 
and confidence of the people of the United tates ns the worthy 

representatives of the just principle of liberty, nnd deserring the 

highest honours that can be bcstowccl by n people wishing to 

be free." 
The following resolutions also were adopted :-

"That the friends of liberty throughout the nation be requested 

to nominate and to vote for Township, County, ancl nll other 

officers, favourable to the immediate abolition of slaYel') . 

" That duty, patriotism, nnd hum!Ulity, call upon all Ameri

cans to unite heartily and fully in the effort to rcmo,·c all op

pressive laws, and to estnblish equal rights ond the impartial 

administration of justice throughout this lnnd. 
"That the thanks or the liberty party, nnd of the people or 

the United States, are due to Joshua Leavitt, for his memorial, 

accompanied with nppYopriate statistical tables, to the 22nd con

gress, praying the adoption of measures to secure an equitable 

and adequate market for Americnn wheat. 
" That this Con,·ention recommend to our friends throughout 

the country to send in their memorials to the congress now nl>out 

to assemble, to abolish slaYcry in the district of Columbin, aml 

the inter-stnte slave-trade. 
" That the President of the United tales be respectfully re

quested to liberate his sla,·es, and that tl1c presentation of this 

request be referred to the discretion of Alvan Stewart, amuel 

W ebb, and Benjamin Shaw. 
" The Convention then adopted a plan of organization for the 

Liberty Party (for so the new party is to be called), and rcsoh•cd 

to meet again in two years." 



FREE TRADE VIEWS Of TTIE TEXANS. 297 

But'' hy should such trifling demonstrations alarm 
our poor sla,·ery historians? The cause is simply 
this :-If slavery in the states is abolished, then the 
planters of the south wi11 invest their capital in legi
timate commerce, and, becoming thus a commercial 
community, they will find it to their interest to pre
serve the present tariff, in order to force a portion 
of the black population to become manufacturers, 
and in that case the great anti-tariff revolution thai 
was to be brought about in Mexico and the United 

tates, through the medium of the free trade views 
of the wampites of Texas, would, together with 
the pro- lavery writers' anti-tariff arguments, all 
fall to the ground. However, there is another 
point involved in the question of the abolition of 
slavery in the nited tates, which the Texans 
may very reasonably view with great alarm. 

It will presently be proved, with the assistance 
of the writings of the Texan advocates, that persons 
of northern habits cannot labour in the cultivation 
of lhe soil of Texas, owing to its unpropitious eli
male; therefore none but negro labour can, by any 
possibility, be employed to develope the resources 
of the country, her staples being cotton, sugar, rice, 
coffee, indigo, and tobacco, all of which require the 
constant attention of the labourer in the open field, 
at those seasons when the sun is most ardent; con
sequently, the abolition of slavery by the United 
States would at once blast the bright and fondest 
hopes of the young republic; for, to introduce 
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slaves from any other country except the United 
States and French colonies, is piracy, and punish
able by death, while a law, passed by the Texan 
congress in 1835, prevents " the importation and 
immigratio11 of free negroes and mulattos into Texas." 
And the Texans have also passed an act to compel 
all free perso1ls of colour, and free 11egroes, settled in 
Texas, to quit the republic: therefore it will be seen 
that Texas cannot hope (owing to her O\'t'll infamy 
and inconsistency, that of expelling free men from 
her republican soil,) to see her resources de\·eloped 
by free negro labour, and, unless Texas can main
tain her position as a slave-holding republic against 
the combined moral force of Mexico, England, and 
the northern states of the American union, she 
must not trust to slave labour. 

That 1\Ir. Kennedy did not take this view of the 
subject, founded on facts, is somewhat surprising, 
and to be lamented. However, it is to be hoped 
that he is fully u impressed with the delicacy of his 
task, coming forward, as he docs, quite as much in 
the character of a panegyrist as of an historian ;" 
and, in order to test l\Ir. Kennedy's pretensions to 
accuracy in both these capacities, I have placed the 
laws of u the benighted .Mexicans" in juxtarposition 
with those of his beloved, enlightened, free, gene
rous, and noble Anglo-T exan race, who tread u the 
bowers of a second Eden-fair, indeed, serenely 
fair, as a .Madonna's aspect-those gardens of the 
desert." 
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" Those boundlc s un hom lil.'lds, where lingers ycl 

The beauty of thll cartl1, ere mnn had sinned

The Pmirie . " 
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These arc but an humble specimen of 1\Ir. Ken
nedy's poetical embellishments. But, in conclusion, 
I beg to refer the reader to the Appendix for the 
laws of 1\Iexico and Texas, as regards the "accursed 
system of slavery." This I deem the only way of 
refuting, indisputably, the extravagant assertions of 
l\Ies rs. Kennedy, Hamilton, and Ikin, as also tt the 
board e ·tablished" at Exeter Hall u on anti-slavery 
principles." 



CITA.PTER VIII. 

Territorial Ilistory-Political, Com·cntionul, nnd Xntural Boun
daries-Climate of Texali-~Irs. llollry's nnd ~[r. Kennedy's 
Climate of Texas-Geology of Tcxns-)Iountn.ins-H.in~rs
General Statistics-Hints to Emigrants, &c. 

THE territorial history of Texas has already been 
discussed in detached parts. However, it forms 
such an important item in the geography of a coun
try, that it ''"ill be necessary here to recapitulate 
those points that have been alluded to in the pre
ceding pages. 

The political boundary of Texas Proper, under 
the old Spanish regime, embraced an area of about 
88,000 square miles, as defined on the map, while the 
remainder, which will be described as forming the 
territory of Texas Proper under the .Mexican 
republican regime, formed a part of the province of 
Coahuila. Soon after the establishment of the 
independence of Mexico, many alterations were 
proposed as regard her territorial divisions, but it 
was not until the federal republican constitution 
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was established that these alterations were made. 
At this period it was deemed prudent to equalize 
the elective franchise of the states that were to form 
the :Mexican federation as nearly as possible, and 
therefore a portion of those states which possessed 
a greater population was transferred or annexed to 
those less populou , and thus the territory lying 
north of the boundary of T exas Proper, under the 

panish regime, to the Red River, and in a line 
nlmo. t due north from the source of the river 
• ueces to the junction of the 1 OOth parallel of 

longitude, with the 3 Jth of north latitude, was taken 
from the pro"ince of Coahuila, and annexed to the 
province of Texas, marked on the map as T exas 
Proper under the ~J exican republican regime 

On the 11th of .1\Iarch, 1827, the constituent 
congress of Coahuila and Texas divided the terri
tory of the state, in accordance with the republican 
constitutional act, into three departments, namely, 
Bexar, Monclova, and altillo, and Texas was also 
divided into the three following: Bexar (in Texas,) 
the Brazos, and Nacogdoches. The boundaries of 
these departments were marked on a map, and 
subsequently defined without any degree of local 
accuracy. The three departments of Texas were 
subdivided into grants or colonies under the Em
presario ystem ; but the condition on which the 
grants '' ere made, never having been fulfilled, 
except by Stephen A us lin, one of the grante~s, the 
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colonies or grants have been erased from the map, 
and therefore no longer belong to this portion of my 
work. Texas can be said to ha,·e no natural boun
dary-unless we deny to Mexico the right of sove
reignty over the soil of that portion of her territory 
-except the ·ueces river, and the Guadaloupe 
mountains, which might reasonably be laid down 
as her natural boundary, both on the west and 
south. But by an act of the Texan congress, 
dated December 19th, 1836, we find the Rio 
Grande politically defined as the natural boundary 
on the south and west of the republic of Texas, 
at the same time that the con\'entional boundary 
between i\Iexico and the United tates is duly 
recognized, and claimed as the boundary of the 
republic of Texas on the east and north, as fol
lows : «Be it enacted by the senate and house of 
representatives of the republic of Texas in congress 
assembled, That from and after the passing of this 
act, the civil and political jurisdiction of this re
public be, and is hereby declared to extend to the 
following boundaries; to wit : Beginning at the 
mouth of the Sabine river, and running west along 
the Gulf of :\Iexico, three leagues from land, to the 
mouth of the Rio Grande, thence up the principal 
stream of said tiver to its source, thence due north 
to the forty-second degree of north latitude, thence 
along the boundary line, as defined in the treaty 
between the United States and Spain, to the begin~ 
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ning; and that the president be, and is hereby 
authorized and required to open a negotiation with 
the government of the United States of America, 
so soon as in his opinion the public interest requires 
it, to ascertain and define the boundary line as 
agreed upon in the said treaty." 

By thus extending the western boundary of Texas 
to the Rio Grande, the Texans claim those parts of 
the Mexican states of Tamaulepas, Coahuila, Chi
huahua, and ~ cw :\Iexico, that lie to the cast of the 
Rio Grande, in addition to Texas Proper under the 
l\lexican r<'publican regime, making in all a ten·ito
rial domain of about 300,000 square miles. The 
northern and eastern boundary of Texas is laid down 
in the same act, in accordance with Onis's treaty of 
l W, which was confirmed by a treaty of limits be
tween the republic of Mexico and the United States 
in 1 &2 ; but subsequent to this date a convention 
was agreed upon for the purpose of surveying and 
seltling the boundary line, but as the survey had not 
been made previous to the declaration of the inde
pendence of Texas, the United tates refused to 
recognize the boundary of Texas, according to the 
treaty of 1 W, until the stipulation of her conven
tion with Mexico should be completed; therefore 
the Texan congress finally pa ·sed an act in 1 39, 
to provide funds to carry the object of the original 
convention into execution, and in April, 1 ~0, the 
commissioners appointed by Texas and the United 
States, commenced their arduous duties. 

The conventional boundary between l\Icxico and 
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the United tates, as defined in Onis's treaty, is as 
follows :-

u The boundary line between the two countries 
west of the i\Iissi sippi, shall commence from the 
Gulf of Mexico, at the place where the river abine 
empties itself into the sea; and it shall continue 
northward by the west bank of this ri\·er, until it 
reaches the thirty-second degree of latitude, from 
which point it shall continue in a straight line due 
north, until it strikes the red river of Natchitoches, 
and then it shall proceed eastward up the course of 
that river as far as the 1 OOth degree of longitude 
west from London, and twenty-three degrees from 
'Vashington, at which point it shall cross that 
riYer, and continue by a straight line due north on 
the same degree of longitude to the river Arkansas, 
the south bank of which it shall follow up to its 
source in the forty-second degree of north latitude, 
and from this point a straight line shall be drawn 
following the same parallel of latitude to the Pacific 
Ocean. All according to the map of the United 
States, published in Philadelphia, by l\Iellish, and 
perfected in 1 8i 8. But should it be found that the 
source of the Arkansas river is either to the north 
or the south of the said forty-two degrees of lati
tude, the line shall continue from the source of 
that river due north or due south, as the case may 
be, until it reaches the said forty-two degrees of lati
tude, and then shall follow that parallel to the 
Pacific Ocean." 
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It is difl1cult to say whether this will continue to 
be the boundary between T exas and the nited 

tales when the present commission shall have 
finish ed its labours. 

The exact extent of territory now in the abso
lute possession of the Texans is distinctly defined 
on the map, and has been divided into judicial dis
tricts, • and subdh ided into the following 

~·or~TIE~ :-

Jcllcrson '\ acogdoclll' Bmzoria J uckson 
Jnspt•r 11 ouston Austin Yictorin 

Sabino Liberty Forl Bllntl San Patrit·io 

1\11 Au!,rustinc Gah-c ton ~[atagordu Gonzalt•:. 
l)hclby H arrisburg llnstrop Refugio 

Harrison -'Iontgomcry Trnvis Goliad 
Red Hi,·cr :\lilnm Colnrndo H t''\ar 
Fnnnin Rnbt•rtson Fayette Lamar 
\\'urd Ho\1 ic Po~chal 1\ayisnta 
Burnet Hpr111g C'n·t•k P nnoln \It: nard 
Washington 

I now al'l'i ve at a subject, uamely, the climate of 
T exas, which I approach fearlessly, having given it 
my most constant attention from the em·lie t period 
of my arri\'al in the country up lo the moment I 
left it; and I would earnestly entreat of e\'ery class 
of my readers to reflect seriously upon the facts, 
more particularly such of my countrymen who are 
about lo emigrate from this country in hopes of 
finding a more hospitable a ylum than their native 
and favoured, but. O\'er-crowdcd island at present 

St•t• pngl' !J!i2. 
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offers. For what would be lhe real worth of the 
richest soil in the world, where, if the agriculturist 
did not absolutely lose his health, his energy would 
become so completely paralyzed that he could not 
cultiYate it? Or what is to compensate a mechanic 
for the loss of his health, and therein of his labour ? 
Is it the prospect of his being able to earn as much 
in one hour in an unhealthy country as he would 
in a whole day in his own ? Certainly not. The 
climate which checks the legitimate use of corpo
real labour, be it sickly or not, is the constant and 
unconquerable opponent of human prosperity, and 
is, therefore, only to be avoided by inquiring into 
its physical construction. This hint, it is to be 
hoped, will not be overlooked by emigrants, be 
their destination where it may. 

The territory of Texas, extending from 27° 30' 
to the 42nd parallel of north lat. on the west, 
and from about the 29th to the 34th of north lat. 
on the east; and from about 91° to 94° 30' of 
west longitude, is exposed on the southern and 
eastern extremities, and for two or three degrees 
from the _coast towards the interior, to all the va
rieties and inconveniences of a tropical climate; and 
on the northern and western, from about the 35th 
of north lat., to the perpetual snow and frost of the 
frigid zone. This region, howeYer, is visited during 
the summer months by an ardent sun, while the 
atmosphere throughout the former of the last
named limits, is either very wet, cold, or sultry. 
At the beginning of spring (March) it is generally 
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very wet and cold, the thermometer seldom nsmg 
above 15° ; but towards the close of the spring 
(l\Iay) it suddenly becomes sultry, the thermometer 
reaching as high as 95°. This sudden transition 
produces among the inhabitants fever and ague, 
congestive and jungle fever, while vegetation 
makes but little progress. 

In summer the ordinary range of the thermometer 
is from 9.5° to 105°, but it frequently touches 125°, 
when the rapid progress that ,·egetation makes 
appears almost supernatural ; and the sun, by im
parting \'itality to every species of filth on the surface 
of the earth, fills the air with innumerable tribe of 
insects, '\hose existence renders life an intolerable 
burthen. This season also brings its epidemics, 
yellO\\·' and bilious fevers. • 

In autumn the thermometer falls gradually until 
it reaches GO degree , and the weather becomes 
more congenial for a short time, when the autumnal 
rains or rainy season sets in, and continues aU 
through the winter and greater part of the spring, 
accompanied by awful thunder, lightning, and 
northerly winds, which search the fran1,e with an 
indescribable acuteness. 

The baneful influence of these sudden transitions 
of the atmosphere on the animal, is only equalled 
by their destructive influence on the vegetable 
family that covers the face of the earth, which is 

The ycllo\\ fcVl'r carried off G5 per Cl'lll of the popululion of 

('astl'rn Tcxn~ in I H:l!). 

X 2 
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as rich as any in the world ; but every thing it pro
duces, whether planted by nature or the hand of 
man, is no sooner above ground thun it is matured, 
and vanishes as if by some convulsive effort of 
nature. The :flowers on the prairies arc of a single 
day's creation, showing themselves in all their 
primitive and exquisite beauty in the evening; but 
the next day's sun reduces them to a cinder, or 
inundates them with water, which varies in depth 
(during the rainy season) from eighteen inches to 
four, and in some places eight feet. At the close 
of this season these waters do not di appear; 
on the contrary, in April the sun comes forth 
with great power, and its action on the snow that 
covers the mountains in the north causes similar 
inundations in the valleys which intersect the moun
tainous regions, whence the waters thus produced 
are in a great measure confined or backed up by a. 
strong south south-easterly wind which prevails, 
(with the sun at this season,) aided by the water 
that fall during the rainy season : but the latter no 
sooner begin to retire, hurried by a strong northerly 
wind, than the mountain valleys pour forth their tor
rents, not unfrequently sweeping every thing before 
them,* but never failing to continue the inundation 

• "The New York Sun reports that there have been great 
floods in Texa.Q, The ri\'crs had swoJien to a brreat height. 

People were obliged to climb trees to escape from drowning. 
The weather was, however, intem1cly cold, and icc and drift wood 
prevented the navigation of the streams."-From the J a111a ica ~[ orn

iny Journal of 111 arch I Oth, I 8 11. 
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ofthe lowercountryfrom about the 1st of Apriltothe 
middle of lay, when the rivers of Texas, which at 
other sea ons are particularly narrow and shallow, 
ri e, overflow their banks, and so spread their waters 
to collect the annual deposits of decomposed vegeta
ble matter on the prairies, and the loose timber of 
the forest, " ith which they subsequently return to 
their former course, thence dashing onward with 
astonishing rapidity for their common destination, 
the Gulf of 1\IeAico, into which they discharge them
selves, together with an immense body of drift 
timber and decompo ed vegetable matter collected 
as above described, and which they carry on their 
surface for hundreds of miles through the interior 
of the country. 

The tempPrature of the waters, at this sea
son, is never less than 20 degrees below the tem
perature of the water produced by the rains, and 
at all times 10 degrees below the temperature of 
the atmosphere, and thus the energy of the animal 
family, and of all vegetation, is completely paralyzed. 

But it is asserted that <t draining" will remedy 
all this ; such is not the ca e, for if the low 
lands were drained (admitting for a moment that 
it were practicable) so as to carry the water off the 
surface, the sub-soil must be cut into, and being 
thus drained, would lose the moisture it now re
tains, and which alone supports the vegetation on 
the surface through the summer months, that arc 
invariably intensely hot and dry. 
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Again, we are told by the romantic tourists and 
needy speculators, who have visited Texas, that 
these obstacles are not met with in the upper or 
western part of Texas; but although they are 
ignorant of the physical formation of tl1e climate 
and soil of that country, they are not ignorant 
of the fact, that all the finest part of Texas is still 
in the absolute possession of various b·ibes of In
dians, amounting in all to about 80,000, who can 
never be brought under the Texan yoke; and if 
they should by any chapter of chances be extermi
nated, their place will be immediately supplied by 
other and more formidable tribes from the state of 
Arkansas, whence all the tribes that have emigrated 
from the valley of the :Mississippi, for the last thirty 
years, are now located, and concentrating all their 

strength. 
Having given a description of the climate of 

T exas, from personal observation, for the truth of 
which I bold myself responsible to the reader, it 
will be readily admitted that I am justly entitled 
to eA-pose the errors into which other writers 
have fallen on this subject. Indeed, I deem it a 
duty so to do, as the obvious tendency of every 
line that has been written on Texas is to seduce 
people to emigrate to the inhospitable swamps of 

that country. 
Mrs. Holley, a fair American authoress, who gives 

the most romantic, seductive, and extravagant ac
count of Texas, says, when speaking of the climate, 
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page 12, u indeed, the severe heat of the summer 
season, when the average range of the thermometer 
is 5 degrees, would render it quite uncomfortable 
and unhealthy were it not for the refreshing breezes 
from the south,\\ hich blow almost without intermis
sion." But towards the close of the same paragraph 
she (in one of those contradictions, with which her 
work is replete throughout) states, rc The tem
perature, howeYer, depends, at all times, greatly 
upon the REGliLAR WINDS, WHOSE CIJA~GES SOmetimes 
cause it to vary ·10 degrees in twenty-four hours." 
And again she says, page 13, u But it must not be 
supposed that there arc no cold days in Texas, nor 
exceptions to the general course of thing . 'Vithin 
the last rew YEARS, which have been signalized by 
winters EXCESSIVELY COLD everywhere, the weather 
has been so severe in Louisiana, as well as Texas, 
that all the young orange trees were killed, and the 
old ones injured; and much of the cane injured." 

But Mrs. Holley's spirit of contradiction docs not 
rest here, for in page 11 she asserts, rc The climate 
[of Texas J is, in truth, very similar to that of 
Louisiana, but modified b.11 so many favourable cir
cumstances, [the frequent vast and sudden transi
tions of the temperature of the atmosphere from 
5 to 10 degrees J as to possess all the genial influ

ences [not forgetting the destruction of young and 
old orange trees, cane, &c.] of the latter, while it 
avoids its attendant evil ;" which she describes as 
rc fever and ague," and then continues thus, page 15 : 
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"K ear the large river bottoms [of Texas J which 
are ANNUALLY OVERFLOWED, a sickly region may be 
marked out, where intermittenls [fever] frequently 
prevail. Even here you never find the malignant 
fevers which characterize the vicinity of the Missis
sippi and other southern rivers after inundation." 

The fevers of the Mississippi, and most other 
cc sou them rivers," are intermittents, bilious, con
gestive, and fe,•er and ague. These, according to 
our gentle shepherdess of" Sibyl leaves;• do not ex
ist in her adopted country; which she thus accounts 
for: ''The reason of this [the non-existence of sick
ness] is found in the fact that no miasmatic marshes 
or stagnant pools remain to mark the overflow, as 
is the case with the rivers in the outh of the United 

tates." But mark the next paragraph. u In the 
vicinity of the forests;• alluding again to Texas, "as 
is usual, sickness prevails to some extent. It is 
thought that the moss, which we call panish 
moss,* and use for stuffing mattresses, indicates an 
unhealthy region, and this is found frequently in 
the woodlands, especially on the live oak. But, on 
the other hand, the forests of Texas are generally 
distinguished by an almost total absence of under
wood, [which happens to be impenetrable on the 
Trinity, Buffalo Bayou, Caney Creek, and Brazos 
bottoms] presenting frequently a smooth verdant 

The moss, which is purely nn atmospheric produclion, is to 
be found in all parts of Texas, as every traveller can testify. 
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turf for miles. The climate, in such regions, though 
subject to FEVERS, is far more healthy than the 
lower parts of Louisiana." 

This certainly carries a mouthful of consolation 
with it; but before we have time to breathe, our 
gentle shcphcrde s informs us, that u another cause 
of disease is to be found in the water, being chiefly 
THAT 01' TilE ltl\'ERS A. D CREEKS, which are used 
for ALL PURPOSEs." But mark the consolation she 
giYes on this point: u This, however, is a tempo
rary e\'il, and, if prolonged, ·will be so unnecessarily; 
for, although springs do not abo1md in some parts, 
especially near the coast, yet water of the very best 
quality may be had from wells of moderate depth." 

This i::; true ; " water may be had from wells of 
moderate depth," but this water is produced by the 
drainage of the surface strata of the earth, which, 
according to our author's own account, is more or 
less impregnated with nitre or salt; but the singular 
flavour of the well-water in that country I do not 
attribute to the existence of either the one or the 
other, but solely to the gross mucilage of the par
tially decomposed vegetable matter with which the 
waters become impregnated on the surface of the 
earth, and carry with them through the surface strata 
to the substratum, "here water can always be found. 

\Vith one or two more of Mrs. Holley's " ibyl 
leaves," and I ha\'e done with the American specu
lators and romance. 

After describing Texas, on the whole, as a shade 
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better than the lower part of Louisiana, she stale , 
(page 15), "The whole coast is posses cd of a belt 
of prairie, about eight or ten miles wide. This 
prai1·ie is destitute of timber, except narrow skirts 
on the margins of the rivers ru1d creeks. Its dis
tinguishing and happy peculiarity is, that, although 
1·allzer low, and so extremely leYel, that the scope 
of the eye comprises an horizon of many miles; it is 
entirely free from marsh, so much so that, in most 
places, a loaded wagon may be driven to the beach 

without obstruction." 
I am sony to find such an erroneous statement a 

this recorded by a female pen-a statement that 
might lead an innocent family or party of strangers 
to undertake the risk even of crossing them, 
knowing, as ~Irs. Holley must, that it is un
fordable for two-thirds of the year, and that the 
attempt has frequently terminated in the loss of 
both life and property. But finally, she informs us, 
(page 45) that there arc no stagnant pools or 
marshes in Texas, while, in the very next page, the 
following passage occurs :-" It is a remarkable facl, 
well worthy of notice, that stagnant lakes and 
pools of water [in Texas] arc never covered with 
green slime, which in summer characterizes our 
[meaning Louisiana] ponds and stagnant streams." 

These contradictions of l\Irs. llolley are only 
equalled by those that occur in 1\Ir. Kennedy's 
pages ; but in the latter they are so ably and in
geniously interwoven with strained embellishments, 
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that it is almo t impossible to detect the incongrui
ties of this author, who 

" For the satisfaction of n thought
l\o further hnm1," 

Vol. I. p. 73, says-" If any part of Texas can 
be termed sickly, it is the narrow strip of country 
running parallel to the gulf, where, in the low 
and limbered bottoms, tlte 1·ivers deposit tlw accu
mulations of their annual ovetjloros." 

"On the coast,• especially near the large river 
bottoms, which arc occasionally O\'ERrLOWED, the 
climate is similar to tile neighbouring state of L ouis
iana, but with ample abatement of its injurious in
fluences. The forest are free from the rank under
growth of the woody districts of LowER Louisiana, 
as the level region, generally, is from those putrid 
swamps, the exhalations from [the accumulations 
of the annual overflows] which, under the rays 
of a burning sun, poison the atmosphere, and pro
duce sickness and deatll ." 

" In Texas, from river to river [which, according 
to Mr. Kennedy's map, comprehends but a very 
narrow space J the country is an open, mild accli
vity; in Loui iana and Mississippi, from river to 
river, it is a compactly wooded level, retaining the 
waters of the annual inundations, which, acted 
upon by a dense vegetation and a powerful solar 
heat [both of which our author tells his reader will 
be found in T('Xas J generates noxious miasma, the 

h.l' lllll'dy, page (i!i. 
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certain cause of malignant fevers. In the Low AL

LUYIAL parts of Texas intermittent fevers frequently 
prevail; but to these visitations all new countriE'S 
are subject, particularly where, by the clearing of 
the timbered land, the rays of the sun first break 
upon the vegetable deposit of ages. Intermittent 
fever, or " fever and ague, as it is vulgarly termed, 
is the general penalty attached to settlements in. 
the bush, from the t. Lawrence to the abine." 

Here Mr. Kennedy quaintly deposits the fever 
on the eastern boundary-line of Texas; but, fortu
nately for humanity, he says, in the same para
graph, " In the low alluvial parts of Texas," i. e. 
nmning parall~l to the gulf, from the abine to Rio 
Grande, "intermittent fevers frequently prevail." 

But now I must beg to introduce a few of i\Ir. 
Kennedy's fa,·ourite authors, to show that u the 
pest of New Orleans and Vera Cruz,'' the tt yellow 
fever," finds in Texas all the clements and advan
tages of position necessary for its periodical deve-

lopment. 
" Dr. Smith remarks,• in a publicati 'Jn on the 

subject, that yellow fever requires generally for its 
development proximity to waler, and an ardent sun, 
with, it may be added, a population more or LESS 
dense. At the time of its manifestation at Galves
ton strong easterly winds prevailed, with cloudy 
weather. Ten or twelve days after the appear-

• Kennedy, page 7t!. 
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ance of the EPIOg,uc it was checked, by a fall of 
the mercury to G7 ~0, and there was no new case 
for nearly three duys. The (epiuemic) disease was 
at that lime confined within very narrow limits. 
As the temperature became again elevated, new 
cases appeared, and the limits of the infected dis
trict ''ere gradually much extended, and extend
ing, when n fall of the mercury to 15 degrees 
occurred. But the epidemic inOuences were now 
become so inveterate, as not to be wholly destroyed 
by thi low temperature, until a ' norther' setting
in, on the 20th of J. O\'ember, depressed the mercury 
to forty, "hich it is belic\•ed whoiiy arrested the 
disease." 

The northers mentioned by Dr. mith are thus 
described by Mr. Kennedy. 

" The northers, '' hich are peculiar to Texas 
and the easleru coast of Mexico, generally follow a 
few days of rain uncl southerly winds: they burst 
forth suddenly, with a great gust of wind which 
almost checks re ·pi ration, and seems to dr!J up all 
moisture of the skin; se,·erc cold immediately suc
ceeds, and the thermometer falls ten or twelve de
gree. [ 105 to J0°] within half an hour: their average 
duration is three da!JS. Coming from a point west by 
north, they depress the mercury in the thermome
ter lower than easterlffWinds, but they are regarded as 
less prejudicial to health . During the summer months 
' northers' arc of rare occurrence, and their rude 
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visits are not an unmixed evil, as they tend much 

to purify the air." 
This paragraph )Ir. Kennedy winds up with the 

following significant hint. 
"The shelter of the groves and woods affords 

sufficient protection to cattle from these assaults." 
This is an important fact; for i\lr. Kennedy states 
(page 66), that "an occasional norther," of two or 
three days' continuance, WlLL occuR during the sum
mer months, and this, which is more sensibly felt 
upon the land than upon the sea in the immediate 
vicinity of the coast, is generally accompanied by 
heavy rain and thunder, and sometimes by a pep
pering bail-storm." But notwithstanding these and 
other marvellous and frequent convulsive revolu
tions of the atmosphere, 1\Ir. Kennedy informs us, 
from "The Emigrant's Guide," that" the trees retain 
their foliage, and the plains their verdure, and that, 
estimated by their combined effects on a bountiful 
soil, the climate of Texas may fairly claim to be en
titled a perpetual summer, admitting, as it docs, of 
two and three crops a year of fruits and vegetables, 
in great abundance and perfection." 

Again, says :\Ir. Kennedy, " the sweet south
westerly breeze, which is so accessory to health 
and comfort on the level region of the coast, may be 
almost termed an unminglcd luxury among the cool 
springs, translucent streams, wooded ' hottoms,' 
islands of timber, and flower-spangled prairies of the 
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rolling country. The greater portion of this beau
tiful rrgion, "hich has obtained for Texas the 
name of the Italy of America," or rather the 
Bog of .\lien of America, which 1\fr. Kennedy, 
with all the spirit of an Irishman, thus describes:
u Blessed "ith a. temperature delightful to the 
sense and fa\·ourable to life, and to most of the 
products which render life agreeable." Amongst 
which he mentions u sweet potatoes of gigantic 
gro'' th ; " that arc to expand the dimensions and 
to gi' e to the stunted, depressed and hopeless 
Briton, strength and symmetry of benuty. 1\Ir. 
0' on nell could scarcely say more of the virtue of a 
big potato or the beauties of a ne\\ ly discovered 
bog. But our author says, u the drought that 
pcrmdes the season from the close of April to 

eptember, is often modified by copious and re
freshing showers, which sometimes distribute their 
favours very unequally. The unequal distribution 
of rain is indeed," he adds, u considered by the 
husbandman the chief defect in the climate of 
Texas. One section of the country is frequently 
saturated by teeming showers, while, at the dis
stance of only a few miles, the ground is gaping for 
moisture." liowe,·cr, he informs us, that it is u not 
so at other periods of the year." Then wet weather 
is genera.], and in the early spring [this season he 
recommends to emigmnts] predominates, especially 
on the coast, where it breaks up the 1·oads, swells 
the streams, which [occur at every ten or fifteen 
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miles throughout the country] become unford
able torrents, and sometimes injures the stock 
and retards the preparations of the agriculturi t." 

Nevertheless, Mr. Kennedy states, (page 137, vol. 
i.) "If the native of a southern clime, devoted to 
tropical agriculture, and anxious to obtain quick 
and large returns from capital, he will find a suita
ble field of operation on the alluvial lands of the 
coast, or the rich 'bottoms' of the Red Hiver. If 
accustomed ton more temperate clime, and the mixed 
pursuit of farming and stock raising, he will be quite 

at home on the rolling prairies." 
I must here apologize to my reader for dwelling 

so long on this subject, but I deem it one of great 
importance to my countrymen, who may, by fal ere
presentations, be induced to emigrate lo the inho -
pitable swamps of Texas, and therefore I beg to 
direct attention lo a few more of Mr. Kennedy' · 
observations on the climate of his young republic. 

"The vernal seasou of Texas Proper, which is 
[a continuous swamp] slightly elevated towards the 
north and north-west, begins to shed its cheering 
influences about the end ofFebruary ; then [mark ! J 
the weather, though variable, is often delightful, 
and the Texans boast that March in the young 
republic equals in amenity 'the glad green month 
of May' in New York and the adjacent states. To 
persons of northern habits, April and October arc 
the most pleasant and attractive periods of the 
year, both with respect to climate and scenery. 
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The stranger who journeys along the low lands of 
the Brazos [ the heart of T exas Proper] during the 
drenching days of the short wi11ter of T exas, when 
the natural road • over the r ich alluvial soil are 
broken in to sloughs, and the creeks swollen into 
unfordable torrents, will probably anathematise the 
country and its eulogists, and perhaps, as some !lave 

done, abandon it altogether in disgust. But were 
the same person to mTive in spring or autumn, and 
mounting a good horse [which unfortunately it is 
quite out of the power of the poor, depressed, and 
hopeless Briton to obtaian J ascend/rum the coast to 
the interior, where the path winds along limpid 
brooks and gentle vales, through a wilderness of 
flowers, varied by clustering evergreens and fairy 
groves, his heart could hardly fail to dilate with 
motions of grateful joyousness, and to ejaculate in 
the silent temple of nature, • Methinks it is good 
to be here.' " 

Here our author might have added, particularly 
if caught in summer deshabille, in a " norther, 
which bursts forth suddenly with a gust of wind, 
that almost checks respiration, and seems to dry 
up all moisture of the skin," while the thermometer 
runs down from 105 to 40 degrees in less than 
half an hour. H owever, with one more quotation 
from Mr. Kennedy I shall close this chapter:-

.. The healthiness of the climate, I concei,·e, 

• Th<'r<' or<' no other ronds in T cxns. 
y 
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does not admit of doubt ;• I speak from informa
tion derived from others, and from personal ex
perience, which ha been considerable." 

Various other writers, are next quoted, amongst 
the rest Humboldt, Clay, Marryatt, \Yard, and Pike, 
none of whom have ever been in Texas, and yet 
General Pike states, that cr Texas has one of the 
most delightful temperatures in the world." 

\Yith such idle assertions we find every page 
that has yet been written on Texas replete. Finally, 
I am sorry that l\Ir. Kennedy should haYe lent his 
pages to so many of the fabulous authors of the 
west; not forgetting l\Ir. Bonnell's description of 
a petrified forest, consisting of trees petrified half 
way from the root, while the upper part is in a 
perfect state of vegetation, throwing out its branches 
in a11 directions! To complete the history of the 
natural curiosities of Texas, Mr. Kennedy men
tions a wonderful tooth ; this tooth I have seen ; 
its weight is about eighteen pounds, but as travel
lers are allowed. to exaggerate, he has set it down 
at fifty; and as l\Ir. Kennedy's doubts are still un
resolved as to the origin of this tooth, I, as a 
traveller may venture to say, that it dropped from 
the jaw of the "Jerusalem pony," with which so 
many men were slain at the battle of an Jacinto, 
and other glorious fields, recorded in Texan history, 
and not in remoter times, as it may appear to the 

• This is taken from Mr. Egcrlon's Report. Sec Kc•nnccly, 

\ Ol. i. page iC>. 
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incautious readers of Mr. Kennedy's history of the 
young republic. 

IIowcYer, the big tooth question is one easily 
solYed. The probability is, that the immense 
quadrupeds, whose remains are daily being disco
vered in America, are antediluvian, and are in all 
probability still to be found living both in America, 
Africa, and Asia, and will some day be discovered, 
as ''the tapir of umatra has recently been by the 
Engli h settlers in that country, together with a 
gigantic flo\\ er, which appears at first sight as if it 
had dropped from another world." Therefore it is 
by no means improbable that elephants and ma.sto
dontes will be yet discovered in America, three
fourths of which still remain to be explored. 

The tooth I saw in T exas, is evidently a species 
of the genus discovered in Ohio, which is said to 
be sixteen and a half inches in circumference, with a 
humerus t\\ enty-five inches round the condyles : 
this, with several other fragments of tusks, fossil 
movales of the rhinoceros, all resemble the diluvial 
formation discoYered on the banks of the Irawaddy, 
20° to 21° north latitude, and which are deemed 
to be the remains of a world before man was called 
into existence. 

But the discovery of these fossils in America, 
where they can scarcely be deemed extraneous, is 
by no means so surprising as the discovery of the 
remains of the mastodon, elephant, hippopotamus, 
rhinoceros, hy::ena, tiger, beaver, and tapir, such as 

\' 2 
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described by the ancient writers near Florence, 
these animals being really extraneous in Europe. 

The superficial configuration of Texas presents 
the following irregularitie : level, undulating, hi1ly, 
and mountainous, each varying in fertility accord
ing to its elevation above the sea, whose water 
have gradually been driven back from their original 
confines, (the hilly range,) by the descent of the 
alluvial surface soil of the mountains, which ha 
been brought down by the waters produced by 
the action of the sun on the snow that covers their 
summits. These alluvial deposits were left for 
a while to form the surface soil of the hil1s, but 
have been again carried onward in their course to 
the undulating section, by the periodical rains of the 
tropics, which extend as far as this region, and the 
constant action of the innumerable rivers that in
tersect this portion, and which have finally deposited 
their alluvial treasures in such rapid succession as 
to complete a singular conquest of the deep, 
leaving a rich and level tract of country between 
its original and present shores, varying from thirty 
to eighty miles in breadth, as a splendid specimen 
of the great power and mighty revolutions of 
nature. So complete has been the success of the 
natural agencies employed here, as in almost every 
other part of the globe, to give to Texas the 
ordinary physical features of other countries, that 
little remains in its configuration for the traveller to 
dilate upon. The mountains exhibit a bare, rocky, 
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and broken surface of limestone ; the hills a sur

face strata of sand, and rock-sand of the remotest 
formation, intermixed with marine deposits, and 

stiff and unfriable marls, interspersed with tracts 
of alluvial oil. The undulating, varying but little 
in it formation from the latter, however, as!'umes a 
more fertile aspect, owing to its nearer proximity to 
the level of the sea. The fertility of this region in
creases as it approach es, and is finally lo. t in the 

gross \'cgetation, "hich covers the surface of the 
levt:l and less elevated plains of the alluvial eli trict. 
H aring only given my reader an idea of the physical 
aspect of T exas, it i necessary now to gi\'e a more 
minute description of the sub and surface strata. 

There is no region in the world that pos esses 
more fertile land than T exas, and where nature has 
rai5ed so many ob. tacles in the way of its general 
cultivation, and the development of its ferti lity. 

uch is the physical con truction of the prairies 
of Texas, like tho e of Louisiana, that they pre ent 
nothing more than the ordinary aspect of swamps• 

• Thr A mrrican~ of thr south found the word "swamp " so 

olmoxious to their brl'lhren of the north, and more espt•cially to 

Europeans, that thry mt•rdy, as a mallt•r of expediency, called 

tlu· "swamp~"" prairies," "hich is certainly an impro,·cmcnl ; 

and cnry body must admit that the prairies of Texas nrc ns fine 

as nny in the world ; but ''hal is to be done lo n•mo\e the '' atcr 
with which they nrc co\·crcd 1 that this cannot be done must 

also he admitted, for they arise from two distinct, great and 

uncontrollnble natural causes. 
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for two-thirds of the year ; and the timber which 
covers the " rich alluvions" on the river bottoms, is 
not to be removed without a considerable outlay of 
capital and labour. The latter will at all times be 
extremely e:x.'Pensive, and more or less difficult to 

obtain. 
The surface soil throughout the explored. por-

tions of the country is composed of one-fourth lime, 
one-fourth sand, and one-half marl, white, black, and 
red; the quantity of the latter, being equal to both 
the other component parts, at once decides the 
colour of the soil, as it presents itself in different 
sections ; the whitish, or light soil, in the elevated 
tracts in the north-west, and for a considerable 
distance along the banks of the Colorado river ; 
the black throughout the prairies, and the red 
in the cane-prairies, woodlands, particularly along 
the banks of the Brazos, and in the elevated plains 

in the north . 
This diversity in the surface soil, forms a strik-

ing feature in the aspect of the country, and the 
whole strata being equally rich and well adapted to 
the cultivation of tropical staples, may in time 
render Texas famous for the variety of her product. 

The sub-strata of the earth, however, is still 
more diversified, and may be described as follows : 
In the elevated sections, white marl, which, when 
exposed to the atmosphere, becomes as hard as 
marble; the wood-lands and cane prairies, sand, 
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and a stiff blueish clay, interlaid at intervals of three 
or four feet, to the depth of thirty, and finally 
resting on a substratum of rock sand; the prairies 
a black, greasy clay, interlaid at intervals of about 
ten feet \\ ith a very stiff blueish marl. The latter 
arc the true characteristics of the substrata of 
what is called cc the alluvial country," which ex
tends along the sea-coast, from the abine river 
to the Rio Grande, and to about eighty miles, on 
an average, towards the interior, whence the land 
begins to rise, and at once assumes the character 
here given to that portion of the country; and 
finally, the peculiar construction of the still more 
elevated soil, both sub and surface~ present them
seh·es to view~ as also described. 

The physical construction of the atmosphere, 
and other natural causes, render the prairies in 
the lower parts of Texas, along the sea coast, 
worse than useless for two-third of the year ; and 
the prospective productiveness of the upper sections 
of the country, somewhat problematical. The ri\·crs 
and water courses of Texas are remarkably numer
ous, occurring at almost every ten miles through
out the country; but relying as they do on the 
rains of winter, spring, and autumn, and on solar 
influence in summer, for their waters, they afford 
but few facilities for navigation, assuming during 
the first-named season the character of impetuous 
torrents, overflowing their banks, frequently for
saking their oltl~ and taking a.n entire fresh course 
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during the general inundation; while in summer 
the largest rivers seldom exceed three feet in 
depth, and their tributaries become quite dry, so 
that in the latter season the traveller is obliged to 
carry a supply of water for himself and horse from 
river to river: whereas in winter, spring, and 
autumn, he meets an a unfordable torrent" at 
e\·ery ten miles. 

The streams east of the Brazos riYer rise in the 
a immense levels in the north," stretching from 
east to west for two or three hundred miles; but 
these streams do not assume the ordinary character 
of rivers of the fourth magnitude, until they reach 
the southern confines of the levels, whence they 
are vastly augmented by the natural drainage of 
these plains, that are elevated considerably above 
the marshes, through which the eastern rivers of 

Texas flow. 
The surface strata of the earth, in this section of 

the country, consist chiefly of red clay, as I have 
already described, and a substratum of rock sand, 
from which issue the clearest waters. They, how
ever, in the earliest stage of their meanderings 
through the swamps, lose their native purity, and 
borrowing from the vast variety of the strata of the 
marshes much gross and earthy matter, they assume 
a variety of colours, and towards the latter part of 
their career become almost pestilential. 

The Sabine river, the extreme eastern boundary 
of Texas, rises in latitude 33° north, and di-
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vides Texas from the United States. The waters 
of this stream, after meandering through a vast 
region of swamp, assume a greyish colour, and 
finally discharge themselves into abine Bay. The 

abine river varies in width from 40 to 100 yards, 
and is unnavigable, owing to the innumerable sand
bars, which commence at its mouth, and re-occur 
at short intervals throughout its course. 

The Neches river rises about SO miles north and 
100 west of the source of the abine, from which it 
differs but little in width, depth, and other respects; 
its navigation being obstructed by similar impe
diments. 

The Trinity or Trinidad river rises in the most 
elevated part of the u immense levels," lat. 30° 
35' north, and after meandering through a great 
extent of thickly wooded country, discharges itself 
into Galveston Bay. The waters of the Trinity 
are of a blueish colour, and are, if any th ing, more 
gross and earthy than the waters of the abine. It 
is, however, navigable, from its mouth, for nearly 
300 miles; but its mouth is almost inaccessible, 
owing to the prevailing shallowness and sand bars 
of Galveston Bay ; yet its navigation is susceptible 
of great improvement. Its width varies from 100 
to 250 yards, and its depth from three to forty feet, 
according to the season. 

The an Jacinto River is an insignificant stream, 
famous only among the Texans for the successful 
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surprise of the Mexican army unuer anta Anna 

by General Houston. 
Buffalo Bayou rises in the u immense levels," 

in about 31° 30' north. There is no motion visible 
in the waters of Bayou for nearly two-thirds of the 
year, which is supposed to render its banks most 
insalubrious. Its astonishing depth, from its mouth 
as high as the city of H ouston, affords abundant 
facilities for steam navigation, which is now car
ried on by three companies ; and the constant 
passing of steam-boats to and fro, by giving motion 
to its waters, will help to purify them. In its course 
it forms many acute angle , which renders its na,·i
gation very difficult, but not. less beautiful and 
interesting. After a course of about 100 miles, it 
mingles its waters with those of the an Jacinto, 
and several other small streams that empty them
selves into Galveston Bay on the north. 

The Brazos river rises in the Rocky fountains in 
the north-west: and after collecting the waters of 
many tributary streams from the same source, it 
keeps an easterly course for about 200 miles, when 
gradually inclining to the south, making innu
merable windings and acute angles, it empties itself 
into the Gulf of Mexico, after a course of about 
800 miles. The waters of the Brazos, though ori
ginally as pure as the waters of every mountain 
stream, soon become impregnated with much earthy 
matter, and taking a reddish colour from the strata 
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of the earth, that indicates the existence of a por
tion of oxyde of iron of the most recent formation, 
and which adds novelty and beauty to the land
scape, as seen from its margins ; but, notwithstand
ing that its banks are high and bold, it frequently 
overflows them, and so inundates the whole country 
urounrl for many miles. 

The Bernard, Cedar, Caney, Live Oak, and Big
boogy rivers, and Oyster Creek, are all perfectly 
dry during the summer, and being too narrow to 
afford any facilities for navigation at any other 
season, they do not require a minute description. 

The Colorado river in " 'estern Texas rises in 
lat. 32° north ; pursuing a north-easterly course 
for upwards of 100 miles, it winds round the 
foot of the San aba mountains, and thence takes 
a south-east course. Passing over a substratum of 
soft white marl, its waters assume a whitish hue, 
which they preserve throughout the remainder of 
their course, of 150 or 200 miles, when they dis
charge themselves into Matagorda Bay. 

The avidad, and other small rivulets that rise 
between the Colorado and the an Antonio rivers, 
together with the tributaries of the latter and 
Guadalupe river resemble the small streams of East
ern Texas, being totally dry during the summer. 

The rivers Guadalupe and San Antonio arc at all 
times very narrow, and particularly shallow in sum
mer, but more impetuous at other seasons than the 
streams of Eastem Texas of the same magnitude. 
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The river De la Nueces, with its tributaries, rises 
among the rocky mountains of Ganahuaca, and is 
very narrow but deep; keeping an uninterrupted 
course from about north-west to south-east, it finally 
empties itself into the 1 ueces Bay. This river was 
formerly the western boundary of Texas, which 
separated it from the state of Coahuila; but at the 
period of the declaration of the Independence of 
Texas, the Texans extended their western boundary 
to Rio Grande or Rio del 1 orte. 

The Rio Grande or Rio Bravo, formerly called 
Rio del Jorte, is the western boundary of Texas, 
which separates Texas from Mexico ; this is the 
largest river in Mexico, and rises in the Verde 
Mountains, in about 45° north latitude, sweeping 
along the base of the western chain of the ierra 
Madre, watering in its course the confines of the vast 
plains known as the Bolson Mapimi and Parras; 
collecting the waters of innumerable rivulets that 
flow from the lakes of Parras and l\Iapimi, it winds 
round the foot of the Sierra de Pilaros, thence keeping 
due east until it receives the waters of Puerco; then 
running south into the Gulf of Mexico, after a course 
of 1600 miles. The waters of the Rio Grande 
are clear, light, and wholesome. It -> navigation is 
seriously obstructed by a sand bar at its mouth. 

The Arkansas river is the north-western boun
dary claimed by the Texans, and is supposed to rise 
in latitude 42° north. This river does not assume 
the character of a permanent stream until it reaches 
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38° north latitude, when all the rivulets that run 
through the intervening space, which is composed 
of a very loose sandy soil, seldom take the 
same course twice, being supplied at one season 
by the rains, and at another by the melting of the 
snow on the mountains. The waters of both these 
sea ons take the course best suited to convey them 
to the point whence the river may be said to have 
a fixed source, namely, in latitude 38° north. 

The coast of Texas presents but few bays, and 
these are ob tructed by sand banks and bars, while 
internally, they are both shallow and exposed. 

abine Bay or L ake, on the extreme eastern 
point of the coast of Texas, is quite inaccessible, 
having innumerable sand, mud, and oyster banks, 
which commence some miles out at sea, and con
tinue to its mouth. 

Galveston Bay • is the largest inlet on the coast, 
and is accessible, both on the east and west, for 
ships of light draught of water. lt varies from ten 
to twenty-five miles in width, and is from thirty to 
thirty-five miles in length; but its navigation is 
obstructed by two sand bars which run from east 
to west. The first, u Red Fish Bar," occurs about 

• Tl1e charts of Mnlt\gordn and Galveston Bays that have 
recently been published in England, are nothing more thnn 
drawings, no sun•cy having as yet been made. Copies of the 
drawings from which those chnrts have been taken, were in my 
possession when in Texas. 



334 B.\\S A D LAGUXA . 

twenty-two miles from its entrance, and the second, 
"Copier's Bar," about five miles higher up the bay. 

Matagorda Bay is at present next in importance 
to Galveston Bay. It is about forty miles in length, 
and varies from five to nine miles in width. It is 
shallow within its entrance, "Passo Cavallo," sel
dom affording more than seven feet water in the 
deepest part of the chaunel. 

Aransas Bay possesses many advantages over 
Galveston and Matagorda Bays. It is easier of 
access, having more water at its entrance, and 
being "Well sheltered within, and is, above all, the 
most healthy part of the coast. 

·ueces Bay possesses all the advantages of 
Aransas Bay, and is, if any thing, more healthy. 
These bays have been almost overlooked by the 
Texans, up to the present time, but they will ulti
mately become places of some importance. 

West of N ueces Bay there are several smaller 
ones, called Lagunas, formed by a long sand bank, 
named," Isle de Padre," or 1\Iustang Island. There 
are many inlets to these Lagunas, but they have 
not been sounded, and are generally believed to be 
very shallow; this portion of the coast is, in fact, 
but very imperfectly known. 

All the bays and rivers of Texas are infested 
with alligators, serpents, water moccasins, lizards, 
frogs, toads, scorpions, gally nippers, tarantulas, 
ants, wasps, cantharides, horse-flies, and musqui-
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toes; the latter swarm upon the boats passing to 
and fro, and soon throw the passengers into a sort 
of Mis issippi commotion. Fish also abound in 
the waters of Texas; such as cat fish, shecps'-head, 
buffalo, red fish, mullet, eels, trout, perch, crabs, 
prawns, and oysters. 

TIH' mountains of Texas, from their contiguity to 
those of fcxico, arc supposed to possess vast mi
ncntl riches; but there is nothing on record except 
an Indian tradition, to establish the fact of their 
e:xistcnce. l\Iany parties have been formed in 
Mexico, Texas, and the United tate , to explore 
the 'an aba ~fountains in the north-west of Texas, 
but they hm·e been either driven away or cut to 
pieces hy the Comanches. 

The an aba ~fountains are, strictly speaking, 
thP. only mountains in what is called "Texas 
Proper." They may, however, be styled the foot
stones of the Andes of Peru, which, after entering 
the states of Mexico and Puebla, divide themselves 
into two large chains, the western arm running 
due north, at the distance of about 100 leagues 
from the Pacific Ocean ; and the eastern one fol
lowing and keeping the shores of the Gulf of 
Mexico, at the same respective distance, until it 
reaches the state of Coahuila ; it is united by a 
ridge of smaller mountains to the rocky mountains 
which follow the Rio Grande, from north to 
south, and finally are lost in the table lands of 
Texas. 
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The enchanted rock is a huge mass of lime-stone, 
rising abruptly from the centre of an inclined plane, 
to the height of 220 feet. Its surface is bare, except 
here and there, the head of the (( ribcs adoratum," 
a species of blackberry, is seen waving its head in 
the breeze. The original inhabitants are supposed 
to have bad a temple on this rock; and to this day 
it is known among the various Indian tribes as cr the 
enchanted rock." The Gaudalupe, Piedra Pinta, 
Ganhuaca del Sacremento, and Obscura, form the 
immense ridge of mountains which follow the 
eastern bank of the Rio Grande, as already de

scribed by Humboldt. 
Among the 'i'ery many remarkable features of the 

revolutions of nature in Texas, there are to be 
seen two mounds, one near acogdoches, and the 
other a few miles from Columbia, on the Brazos. 
The former is elevated about eighty feet, and the 
latter from 150 to 200 above the level of the 
surrounding plains. These mounds are supposed, 
from the marine deposits found on their surface, 
from the base to their summits, to have been ori
ginally submarine, together with the whole region 
that now forms the lower country. They were, 
doubtless, nothing more originally than sand-banks, 
formed by the confluence of the waters of va
rious rivers with the Gulf of Mexico; and this 
supposition is materially strengthened by the know
ledge of the fact, that such formations are now in 
rapid progress, and that these must necessarily be 
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elevated considerably above the elevation of all 
subsequent deposits, whether purely alluvial or 
marme. 

The zoology of T exas consists of the 'vild horse, 
buffalo, deer, antelope, Mexican wild hog, cougar, a 
species of lion, leopards, panthers, leopard cats, wild 
cats, bears, wolves, grey squirrels, polecats, raccoons, 
beavers, and opossums. The feathered tribes of the 
woods and prairies are vultures, eagles, bald-headed 
eagles, hawks, pelicans, geese, ducks, wild turkeys, 
prairie hens, a species of partridge, pheasants, plo
vers, pigeons, doves, snipes, larks, black, blue, and 
red birds, a great variety of woodpeckers, mocking 
and humming birds. 

The insects are as follows: grasshoppers, butter
flies, fire-flies, ants, spiders, tarantula, • horse-flies, 
buzzing-flies, red, black, and brown bugs, egg and 
wood ticks, musquitoes, and lastly, a prodigious 
family of fleas, whose industry (without offence to 
our own prodigies) is not surpassed by any in the 
world; by day they are intolerable, but at night 
(particularly in the inns) they are really alarming. 
1\Irs. Holley, who must have been quite a bollne 
bouclte to the u atmospheric animalculre" of her 
adopted country, says, page 145, "musquitoes are 
a great annoyance in the SWAMPs," [here she admits 
that there are such things as swamps in Texas] 

* This is tho most venomous insect in the world ; when ex
panded, it mensurcs from five to seven-inches. The rattlesnake 
is harmless com1Jnrcd to the tnrnntuln. 

z 



338 ENTOMOLOGY 

rc woods, and river-bottoms; but on the uplands are 
not so numerous. In the former situations, no one 
would think of sleeping without a musquito-bar; 
while, on the latter, they are often entirely super
fluous at all seasons." Here she might have added, 
that an Indian bar, to protect a man's scalp, would 
be an acquisition. " But there is," continues this 
lady, "a species of animalcule, called the red-bug, 
which is intolerably tormenting in the woods. 
GREAT NU1IBERS of this insect will settle upon the 
skin, which they perforate, and commence sucking 
the blood until they are so filled that, from at first 
being imperceptible, they are at length PLAI~LY 
visible, under the appearance of red specks upon the 
skin." Now :Mrs. Holley indeed begins to speak feel
ingly and truly. The sensation that these insects 
cause may be entered on the calendar of human mise
ries, under the title of the Scoto-American fiddle. 
" The land-flies and ticks are also very annoying in 
their attentions," says Mrs. H. "The traveller is 
frequently blinded by the former getting into his 
eyes, and has his skin almost literally nipped to 
pieces by the latter. These ticks are furnished with 
a proboscis or trunk greatly disproportioned to the 
rest of the body, and so closely do they stick, and 
so industriously do they perform their part, that, in 
one night's time, if not carefully guarded against, 
they will spoil the beauty of the fairest face in crea
tion, beyond the redemption of all cosmetics, for 

days to come!" 
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These and the following graphic touches of Mrs. 
Holley, are true to the life:-

u The horse-fly, it is said, has frequently been 
known to kill horses" [leaving the traveller in the 
middle of a prairie, under a scorching sun, to walk.] 
u At any rate, it is a most malicious and trouble
some insect; the gad-fly is also a dreadful tormentor 
of cattle in summer." 

These, however, arc but u a select few" of the 
put-door tormentors of Texas; while our suffering 
shepherdess informs us, that, .. The common house
fly, the gnat, and others of like species, and of equal 
attachment to poor suffering humanity, ['alas! poor 
Yorick! '] are the constant and close companions of 
a summer's day in Texas. At that season, [a mouth
ful of ice and air,] and a happy deliverance from such 
plR-oaues, would form the most desirable item, as 
far as creature comfort is concerned, in a Texan 
Litany." 

It would be superfluous for me to add another 
word on this subject, which has been already dwelt 
upon at such length by the ablest Texan naturalist, 
whose veracity on this one head is most unques
tionable. 

In addition to cotton, Texas produces magnifi
cent crops of maize, or Indian corn, which grows 
as high as ten or twelve feet, while the ground be
low is generally covered with the finest pumpkins, 
water melons, and sweet potatoes ; a great variety 
of vegetables arc also grown in Texas ; but wheat, 

z 2 
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oats, and barley have failed wherever they have 
been tried as yet. The timber is confined to the 
marginsoftheinnumerable streams that intersect the 
country, and as these occur so frequently, the lower 
parts of Texas may be said to be well timbered. 
The oak, ash, red and white pine, and cedar, are to 
be found in the greatest perfection in eastern dis
tricts, with a prodigious shrubbery of underwood, 
the most conspicuous of which is the Lapan tea
tree, and a large collection of medicinal roots, such 
as sassafras, arrow-root, rhubarb, gentian, jalap, 
&c. ; while the red, black, live and post oak, lo
cust, musquit, pecan, hackberry, and mulberry, are 
to be found in the west. The timber of eastern 
Texas, where the surface soil is very deep and 
rich, arri\es at the most gigantic magnitude with 
astonishing rapidity ; but this is only the case with 
cedar, cypress, red and white pine, and such 
other trees as spread their roots along, and confine 
them to the surface soil; while the oak, ash, &c., 
whose roots penetrate the sub-soil, which is a 
cold wet clay at all seasons, present but a meagre 
foliage, and seldom arrive at a greater size than 
trees of thirty or forty years' growth in England. 
This is more remarkable in western Texas, which 
is considerably elevated above the lower country. 
Throughout the former the surface soil is much more 
shallow than in the latter, and which will continue to 
decrease, owing to the action of the climate. First, 
the rains inundate the whole country, and their 
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waters periodically find their way to the river 
courses, carrying with them more or less of the 
alluvial soil of the upper country; and so great is 
this operation of nature, that in many places the 
original sub-soil may be found quite exposed, which 
is the case throughout nearly the whole region of ter
ritory that lies between the river neces and the Rio 
Grande. This sub-soil, being composed of a strong, 
stiff, cold, and wet clay, or rock sand, presents but 
few asylums for the timber of the forest. The oak, 
ash, &c. of this and the upper regions of Texas 
are remarkably stunted, and their coarse, brittle, 
and dwarfish foliage at once denote that the soil 
is most uncongenial to their nature ; even in the 
eastern or lower parts of the country the traveller 
will frequently meet with large patches of decayed 
trees of the first magnitude; he will also find, on 
examining those that have been blown do·wn, that 
the blight arises from the roots having penetrated 
into the sub-soil after the surface soil has been re
moved from the roots by the retiring waters of the 
periodical inundations. 

The cross timber of Texas, which has excited 
the attention of so many travellers, Mr. Kennedy 
conjectures to be a work of art, and owes its 
origin to an unknown race of men, who erected 
the mounds and ancient fortifications of the Missis
sippi valley ; whereas the simple fact is, that the 
cross timber of Texas is a continuation of the woody 
bottom of the Trinity River, growing on either side 



342 COMMERCIAL AND STATISTICAL 

of a valley, which was evidently a continuation of 
the present bed of that river, and haviilg been cut 
off from its original source, at some remote period, 
by the Red River, it is now kept up by the natural 
drainage of the vast marshes through which it for
merly took its course, as denoted on the map. 

There is also a great vm·iety of wild grasses in 
Texas, but they are generally very coarse, dry, and 
sour ; the musquit grass, however, is of such a 
delicious flavour, that cattle frequently eat of it 
until they drop dead; the blade sometimes grows to 
the height of six feet, and when seen at a distance 
has a novel, beautiful, and noble appearance. 

The extravagance of the estimates that have 
been put forth relative to the marvellous produc
tiveness of the soil of Texas may be seen from the 
few foregoing, and her present and future commer
cial prospects from the few following statistical 
facts:-

Cotton is the only Texan commodity that can 
be produced for e:x'Port for some years ; a11d this 
can only be raised by negro labour, for I repeat, 
that Europeans cannot work in the fields in Texas, 
and the American, who can do so partially, will 
not; therefore negroes must be obtained, and in the 
absence of capital, which is not to be found in 
Texas, the cotton must go to pay for the labour that 
raises it, to the great but unavoidable injury of the 
country, as I will show ; but these facts are adroitly 
disguised by the Texan authorities, as may be seen 
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by the last statements of the Secretary of the Trea
sury of Texas, published in the Morning Herald 
of the 1st of September, 1841, as follows:-

PO !ITS. OOM&STJO GOODS. POR .. ION GOODS. TOTAL. 

Dollut. Centa. Do ~Jut. Ceott. Dollan. Ce:ot.. 

Galveston ........... 32,168 . 85 17,355. 41 49,521. 26 
Vclnsco ............... 55,503 . 55 28,392. 47 83,896. 02 
Mutngordn ........... 21,179. 92 4,102. 00 28,581 . 92 
Labnco ............... 11,583 . 95 11,583. 95 
Amnsnso ............. 930 . 00 930. 00 
Sabine ... ....... ...... 42,885. 00 42,885. 00 

127,666 . 27 92,731. 88 220,401 . 15 

For the three months ending 31 sll\In.rch, 1811. 

Gahcston ... . .... ... 16,906 . 75 27, I 15 . 97 44,052 . 72 
Velasco.............. 19,957 . 50 19,957 . 50 
M ctngordn .......... . 

Labaco... ... ... ... ... 9,860 • 45 9,860 . 45 
Aronsnso... ... . ... ... 120 . 00 120 . 00 

18,805 . 00 Sabine ... ... ... ... ... 18,805 • 00 

65,619 . 70 27,115. 97 92,795. 67 

Tolal of 15 months 103,315. 97 119,880. 85 313,196. 82 

Vnlue of I mports during the snme period ... 1,670,240 . 00 

Gross Revenue ........ . 

Expense of Collection 

313,196. 82 
133,139 . 00 

Net Dollnrs 180,057 . 82 

The cc foreign goods" named in this statement 
refer to the imports, the duties on which are paid in 
the promissory notes of the Texan government, and 
these securities arc to be bought at 7 5 per cent. dis-
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count, and paid, as they are at all times, in these 
notes, would yield a net amount, in silver dollars, 
of 29,970:21:} only, instead of 193,315:97 dollars. 
The amount of tt domestic goods" paid for in this 
depreciated currency (for the government rule 
their receipts in notes at par in all their statements) 
would yield 48,328:99:} in bard dollars, and not 
119,880:85 dollars. The expenses of collections 
being paid in notes at 7 5 per cent. discount, and 
redeemable at par in specie, amount to 532,556:00 
dollars, showing a deficiency in the u gross amount 
of revenue (313,196: 2 dollars) of 219,359:18 dol
lars, in the place of tt net dollars," 180,057: 2. 
It would puzzle the Texan government exceedingly, 
I fear, to show what the domestic goods (which 
mean the exports) of Texas, as set forth in their 
financial statement, consist of. However, it will 
not suffice to dismiss our statistical expose of the 
Texan budget in the face of so formidable an 
official document as the foregoing, and of the fol
lowing and conflicting statements of its advocates. 
Mr. Kennedy says (Vol. II . p. 379), u The esti
mated receipts into the treasury for the fiscal year, 
commencing the 30th of September, 1 39, and 
ending the 30th of September, 1840, are as fol-
lows :- Dollars. 

" From Customs 400,000 

" Taxes and Land Dues 500,000 
" Sales of Lots in the Cities of Austin and 

Colhoun 400,000 

L,300,000" 
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This is l\lr. r cnnedy's statement, in the face of that 
of the Texan go\'ernment, which gives 313,196:82 
dollars as the gross amount of revenue for fifteen 
months from the customs; while Mr. I kin, the Texan 
consul, says the amount of revenue obtained by means 
of import duties and direct taxation, in 1840, is 
802,054 dollars. In order, therefore, to arrive at 
any thing like a correct estimate, it is necessary to 
ascertain what arc the articles exported from Texas, 
and the amount of labour employed in their culti
vation. Cotton, as I have before observed, is the 
only article that Texas produces at present for ex
portation, and, admitting that there are 11,323 
sla\·es in Texas, and that half of this number are 
the bonafide property of the Texan planters, and 
that the other half are only hired, and out of the 
whole that 000 are actually employed in the culti
vation of cotton ; the labour of 8000 hands, at the 
average rate of ten bales to each hand, will produce 
80,000 bales annually, at the estimated value of forty 
dollars per bale; for 40,000 bales uncontracted for, 
and 10,000 bales contracted for at the usual rate, 
thirty-five dollars per bale will yield 3,000,000 dol
lars per annum, from which we have to deduct the hire 
and keep of 4000 slaves at the common rate of forty 
dollars per month for nine months, as being actually 
engaged in planting, picking, ginning, and bagging 
cotton, and ten dollar$ per head per month for the 
keep (including imports) of 4000 sla\'es, 1,920,000 
dollars, which, when deducted from the net amount 
of produce, leaves only 1,080,000 dollars as the dis-
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posable means of Texas; and this is the amount that is 
to supply the imports for 59,000 souls (not including 
the negroes) on an average of fifty dollars per bead, 
2,950,000, and an ad valorem duty (say of 15 per 
cent.) on this amount of imports, with the revenue de
rived from assessed taxes (500,000 dollars), added to 
sales of government lands (400,000 dollars), is, as 
near as can be calculated, all that is tangible to meet 
the current expenditure of the country, which has 
averaged 1,475,750 dollars annually, from 1 36 to 
1840. The last item is by far too low; but I am here 
trying to yield a little to sanguine speculators, who 
have represented the present and future ordinary re
sources of Texas as truly unlimited. However, in fol
lowing up these supposititious calculations, the reader 
must not pass over the subjoined statement of the 

P UBLIC DEBT OF T EXAS. 

Amount funded under the net of 183'7, redeemable at 

the pleasure of the government, after 1811 

I nterest on the same, not paid 
Amount funded under net 1810, and payable in 1845 

I nterest due and unpaid 
Bonds, hypothecated, redeemable in twenty Jeal'8 
I nterest due and unpaid 
Bonds for the payment of the Navy, redeemable 1842 

I nterest due and unpaid 
Eight per cent. bonds payable in five years (no inter-

Dollars. 

'150,000 
'15,000 

800,000 
40,000 

500,000 
50,000 

690,000 
138,000 

100,000 est due) 
Treasury notes in circulation , 2,250,000 

Supposed amount of claims outstanding, and not pre-
sented to be audited • 500,000 

Making in all 5,803,000 
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Hence it is we find that the annual expendi
ture of the government from the declaration of the 
independence of Texas in 1836 to 18 10, has aver
aged 1,500,000 dollars; and yet we are told by 
Mr. Consul Ikiu, in his three-shilling advertisement 
of i\Ir. Kennedy's work, that " the expenditure 
of the government" cannot be much over 600,000 
dollars, whereas it has averaged more than double 
that amount; and in the foregoing statement, more
over, I have not included the following items :-

Dollars. 
Bonds nnd Trc:uury notes held by the bnnk of the 

Unitt.-d ~tales, in Philndelplua . 137,015 

Bonds held by the bank in London 181,201 

The voluntnry n.s umpt.ion of 1,000,000/. sterling, 

named in the con,·cntion between England nod 

Tcxns 

Public debt brought fonvnrd 

Totnl nmoWlt of recognized liabilities 

• 5,000,000 

5,321,219 
5,893,000 

. 11,21<1,219 

The interest on the amount of recognized liabili
ties of the government would amount to about 
560,200 dollars, and the Texans propose to increase 
their public debt by raising a loan of 6,510,000 
dollars, which is to yield them (after various de
ductions) 1,042,000 dollars, for which they are to 
pay a yearly interest of 420,000 dollars, thus swell
ing their national debt to the enormous amount of 
about 17,724,21 9 dollars, and the annual interest on 
their liabilities to about 1,000,000 dollars; this is 
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to be paid by a nation of about 59,000 souls, but wl1en, 
even l\Ir. Kennedy does not venture to inform us. 

All the inconveniences, howeYer, that may arise 
from the pressure of such a national burden, is to be 
obviated, we are told, by the influx of strangers, who 
are to bring money into the country, for the purpose 
of investing it in lands; this, it is true, may come to 
pass, but it must be remembered that the lands of 
the republic are now in the hands of the United 
States' jobbers, or speculators, who are not residents 
in the country, and who are only waiting to sell the 
land and then carry the money away with them to 
the United tates. And it is also said that the 
government by redeeming their promissory notes in 
specie, will throw money into the country; but here 
again it must be remembered, that all the securities 
of the republic have been bought and are held by 
the United tates' capitalists at a discount of 75 
per cent., who are anxiously waiting for the govern
ment to redeem them in specie, an event particularly 
desirable "up town" at this moment; therefore, the 
evils which arise from the absence of capital, must 
continue to be felt for some time, and no legitimate 
commerce can be established without it, or main
tained until the agricultural prosperity of the state 
demands it. The tariff of Texas, however, holds out 
many inducements to the "contrabandista," and a 
very extensive contraband trade wi1l doubtless be 
carried on through Texas with the United States; 
but before it can reach Mexico, roads have to be 
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made, the Indians exterminated, and the abused 
confidence of the Mexicans restored, and this may 
occupy more time than all the rest ; therefore the 
trade of Texas, for the next ten years at all events, 
will be confined to the shipment of cotton to New 
Orleans, to meet the engagements of the planters 
and her contraband trado with the United States, 
and to what extent this trade is to arrive, remains 
altogether with the tates. 

As for raising sugar without either capital or 
negroes, it is quite absurd; and the impossibility of 
such a thing is too well known to require a moment's 
consideration. The soil of Texas, if better adapted 
to the cultivation of sugar, rice, coffee and tobacco, 
than any land on the continent, as it is said to 
be, its prodigious productiveness must remain in 
embryo until it can be developed by the legitimate 
operation of capital; and the T exans must, most 
assuredly, wait patiently for their turn, like other 
people; for if they raise loans and incur debts in 
foreign countries, the principle will not only be 
taken away, but the interest will open a fresh chan
nel for draining the country of the little specie it 
may possess. 

Having shown what has been said for and against 
the soil and climate of Texas by these visionary 
advocates, and referring back to what I have 
advanced on the subject from personal observation, 
I shall now sum up the early prospects of those who 
may be inclined to emigrate from Europe to Texas. 
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It has, I think, been proved that if the climate of 
Texas is not decidedly bad, it renders the produc
tiveness of the soil most precarious. 

First. The soil, though rich, is so wet at one 
season, (spring,) and so dry in the summer, as to 
u retard the preparations of the agriculturist."
Kennedy, Vol. I. The periodical inundations of 
this country are not to be prevented; the water 
coming from the clouds in the winter and spring, 
and from the tops of the snowy mountains at other 
seasons, render the soil insusceptible of that im
provement which can make it of value to European 
~uriculturists. 

Secondly. In addition to the innumerable pri
vations and hardships that the emigrant has to 
contend with in all new countries, be is in Texas 
exposed to the grossest imposition of tt land-sharks" 
and speculators, • and by those who may employ 
him as a labourer, such as being induced to buy 
land still in possession of some hostile Indian tribe, 
or on the Indian frontier, where life and property 
would be in danger every hour, and after all, per
haps, at the end of five years the victim would find 
out that somebody else had a better title than him
self to the fee simple of his purchased estate. Such 
cases as these are not unf:requent, and indeed are not 

• Some of these gentry nrc now in England trying to dupe 
the unguarded ; but see the American Consul's declaration in 
the Appendix, for a specimen of their honourable proceedings. 
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to be guarded against under the present laws of 
Texas. 

Thirdly. In order to bold land, the emigrant 
must become a citizen of Texas, in which capacity 
he is liable to be called upon at any moment to 
take the field as a soldier against the Mexicans, 
who can at any moment bring 50,000 men into 
the field ; or against the Indians, by whom the 
scalp of a European would be as much prized as 
the feathers of a rara avis by the British Museum. 

Fourthly. There is not such a thing to be seen 
throughout this country, as a silver dollar. The 
absence of specie is supplied by promissory notes of 
the Texan government, which are at a discount of 
seventy-five and eighty-five per cent. These notes 
are scarcely negotiable in Texas, much less out of 
the country; therefore if the emigrant attempts to 
increase his little property by taking out merchan
dise to Texas, he will find it at a dead loss, 
eventually being obliged to sell his goods by auction, 
in which he will find the auctioneer and pmchaser 
linked together to plunder him. \Vith the proceeds 
of such a sale the emigrant may, as .1\Ir. Kennedy 
would say, cr turn himself round;" but I question 
very much if one or two hundred pounds' worth 
of British merchandise sold on such terms, and paid 
for in the Treasury notes of the government of 
Texas, would enable the disappointed emigrant to 
return to the bosom of his family. To dispose of 
goods in barter is quite impossible, for all the cotton, 
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which is the only article they have for export, must, 
as already stated, go to ew Orleans to pay for the 
labour that raises it; while u the hides of the im
mense herds of the buffalos, wild horses, furs, and 
deer skins." are wholly in the hands of the Indians, 
as may be seen by the map. 

For the truth of these remarks I pledge myself; 
and if it should not check the misery I have seen 
entailed on my countrymen in Texas, for want of 
the information this work contains, the blame must 
be attached to others, and not to these pages. 
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Tmvcllcr's Guide-Chief Towns on the Coast, and in the Interior 
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TnE territory of the republic of Texas, extending 
from the abine river on the east to the Rio Grande 
or Rio del orte on the west, embraces a sea coast 
fram east to west as follows :-

Miles. 

From abine to Galveston . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80 
Onlveston to the Brnzos River . . . . . . . . . . 50 

Bmzos Ri\'Cr to the Nucces River . . ... •.• 160 

Nucccs River to Rio del Norte . . . . . . . . . . 110 

400 

In addition to these points, which appear on 
every map and chart of the Gulf of 1\Iexico, the 
following sea-port towns have recently been estab
lished on lhe coast :-

City of Sabine, on the west bank of Sabine Pass, 
contains a population from 100 to 150, and is most 
unhealthy. Depth of water on the bar from four 

A A 
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to seven feet. The land on the abine is very 
marshy, and only fit for sugar, rice, and coffee 

plantations. 
City of Galveston.-On Galveston Island, ''"hich 

is nothing more than an inhospitable sand-bank. • 
It is extremely unhealthy and insalubrious, particu
larly from the latter end of May to the middle of 
October. The city contains about 400 wooden 
houses ; population 5000, including \Vest Port. 
Depth of water on the bar, nine feet at all times, and 
sometimes fourteen feet, varying with the tide, but 
more perceptibly with the wind. Anchorage good 
about four miles inside the bar.f 

'Vest Pass, or 'Vest Port.-On the western side of 
Galveston Island; a small town containing thirty 
houses and 100 inhabitants. Depth of water on the 
bar, from eleven to sixteen feet; anchorage good, 

inside the bar. 
Valasco.-At the mouth of the Brazos River; 

is very unhealthy; contains about sixty houses and 
100 inhabitants. Depth of water on the bar, four 
to six feet. Two steam-boats run from Galveston 

to Valasco. 
City of i\Iatagorda.-On Matagorda Bay, at the 

mouth of the Colorado River. The town is situated 
forty-five miles from the bar; contains about 700 in-

"Low and !Iandy."- Kennedy'' Tc:z:a1. 
t The pilots of Galveston, and, indeed, all along the coast of 

Texas, frequently nm vessels ashore intentionally; therefore 

masters of vessels should keep a vigilant eye on them. 
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habitants, and is most unhealthy. Three other towns 
ha\'e been laid out on the bay, but are not suffi
ciently advanced for any particular notice. A com
pany has been formed to clear out the raft near the 
mouth of the Colorado, but they have done nothing 
as yet. Depth of ·water on the bar from eight to 
tweh·e feet. Anchorage five miles from the town, 
six to seven feet water. Population about 600. 

City ofLamar.-On the east side ofArransas Bay; 
contains a population of thirty or forty souls; dis
tance, twenty-eight miles from the bar. 

Li~e Oak Point.-On the west side of Arransas 
Bay; will e\·entually be a place of considerable 
importance; and is here recommended to emigrants 
as the most healthy location o~ TDE coAST of Texas. 
The present population is small, but wlll increase 
rapidly. Depth of water on the bar, (Arransas 
Pass,) from ten to seventeen feet. • 

The Texans have no ports, as yet, west of Live 
Oak Point. And under the present system of com-

• The following rcmnrk is worthy of attention, and may be 

~trictly applied to all the rivers with which the coast of Texa~ is 

indented. " 'hen ~outhcrly winds prevail with \'iolcncl', which 

they do, thl') cause a llow of the scrt into the lngoons, \\ hich 
increases the \\ ntcr~ on the bars, thus enabling ships that (lrrtw 

nbovc a ccrtnin cll•pth of water to cross them; while nt other 

sea~on~, wla·n the wind blows from the north, vessels nrc nlmost 

sure to prrish if thcy attl•mpt it ; and I may here add, thnt there 

is no const in the world where the winds and waters vary so 

capriciously, or where the mariner can place less reliance on the 
soundings. 

AA2 
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merce, established by the Texan government with 
foreign nations, no attestation of papers in the clear
ance of vessels, nor passports, are required, although 
every Texan consul is bound to give passports, and 
a certificate of intentions and character to any 
Texan citizen, free of expense. All legal instru
ments, executed in foreign countries, must be 
attested by a consul, to be valid in Texas. 

The laws relative to debentures and collection of 
duties in Texas, are precisely the same as those 
of the United tatcs. pecial acts of the Texan 
Congress, however, lake precedence ; but there arc 
no special enactments as yet to embarrass mer
chants or captains in their trade; therefore captains 
have only to proceed to the ports of Texas, as they 
would to any port in the United States. AU goods 
must be cleared at the custom-house by the mer
chant, or his agent. The captains of vessels are 
required to present a manifest of all emigrants re
ceived prior to the clearance at the custom-house, 
with a memorandum of all the articles they haYe 
shipped. Both captains and emigrants should be 
particularly careful to observe this form. 

Emigrants and travellers in Texas are required 
to make an entry, at the custom-house, of their 
baggage, &c. before landing it. The entry costs one 
Texan do1lar. 

When the duties, under the present revenue laws 
of Texas, on any one importation, shall amount to 
500 dollars, a credit of three or six months is given; 
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and on any sum over 100 dollars and less than 
500 dollars, three months ; under 100 dollars, cash. 
" ' hen credit is given, security, by two persons, being 
citizens, is required. 

TARIFF OF DUTIES, 

As enacted by the Sttond Congress of the Texan R epublic in 1838. 

NOW IN FORCE. 

Dol. Cta. 
Apples, per cent. ad ralorcm 0 25 
Almonds, per lb. 0 3 
Axes, hoes, ploughs, harrows, &c., for lhe purposes 

of husbandry Free. 

Arms, fire-anns of nll descriptions Free. 

Bacon, hrend- tuff (flour) of all kinds 

Ball rope, bnrlt•y, nnd pickled meat Free. 

Dents nnd bcuns Free. 

Buller, per lb. 0 6-}-

llrnndy, from France direct Free. 

" from nny other country, 1st and 2d proof, 

per ~allon 0 50 

" 3d and lth proof, per gallon 0 60! 

" 
nbovc lth proof 

" 
0 75 

Boots nnd shoes (English in great demand) per cent. 

ad valorem 0 25 

Books and stationery, and baggage in actual use, Free. 

llmss, nnd all articles of\\ hich il fonns a component 

part, per cent. ad ralorem 
Building stone, bricks, slates, and tiles Free. 

Brushes of all kinds (in demand) Free. 

Crnts (in demand) corn of all kinds, and coffee, Free. 

Candles, tallow, per lb. 

" 
" 

, permaceti, per lb. 

Wnx, per lb. 

0 25 

0 2 
0 3 

0 4 
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Cinnamon and cloves, per lb. 
Cotton, and all articles of which it forms n component 

part, per cent. ad ralorem 

Cotton bogging (in demnnd) Free. 

Clothing and wearing nppnrcl in nctual u~c Free. 

, , othen\ isc imported, tha.n 

for actunl uSt', per cent. ad valorem 

Copper, and all articles of which it fonns n component 

part, per cent. ad valorem 

Carrin,"Cs, for plc3Sure, per cent. ad tJalorem 

, Drays , , 

Cnrds, playing , ,, 
Coals Free. 

Corks, per lb. 
Combs, of all descriptions, per cent. ad ralorem 

Cordage, per lb. 
Dry Goods.-Wool, and nll nrticles of which it forms n 

component part, per cent. ad -calortma 

Linen 

Cotton 

Silk 

" 
" 
" 

.. 
" 
" 

Drng!l, and medicines of nll descriptions, per cent. ad 

ralorem 

Earthenware (in demand), per cent. ad ralorcm 

Fish.-Cod, per cwt. 

Flour 

Mackerel, per barrel 

Salmon " H errings, in boxes, per cwt. 

hads, per barrel 
Free. 

Fruit.-Apples and peaches, per cent. ad t:alorcm 
Raisins, filberts, figs, and almonds, per lb. 

Peaches in spirits, per cent. ad valorem 

Fanning utensils Free. 
Groceries, not enumerated under the respective heads, 

per cent. ad valorem 

Dol. C~ 

0 10 

0 10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
0 

0 

0 

0 
0 

30 

20 
2.) 

10 

50 

25 
25 
10 

30 

0 20 
0 20 
1 00 
1 50 
2 00 

00 

50 

0 25 

0 :J 

0 25 

0 25 
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Glass nnd gin swnrt.!, per cent. ad valorem 
Hats of nll descriptions , , 

Household fumiturc, nnd hnrncss (in gTo.?nt demand), 

Free. 
[ron nnd s~el, nnd implements of, for the purposes of 

(colonial in gTent demand) husbandry Free. 
Iron in bnn, per cwt. 

All nrticlt•s of which iron or steel form a com
ponent pnrt, not otl1erwise enumerated, per cent. 
ad r;alort'm 

Jewelry, per cent. ad ralor~m 

Liquors, malt, of nll descriptions (in gTent demand), 

Free. 

" " in bott..le ·, per dozen 

Linen, and nll nrticlc of which it forms n component 

part. per cent. ad r;alorcm 
Ll·nthcr, , 

Lead, ,. 

Lumber and lining 

II 

" 

Molru. l'~• or syrup, per gallon 
Mustard, per eertl. ad calorcm 

Free. 

Munitions of wnr(in demand) of nH descriptions, Free. 

Machinery of nil kinds Free. 
'nils and liCre\\81 per cwt. 

Oilt., nntl onions Frre. 

Oil.- nlnd, tiperm, ''hale, rope, nnd linseed (in 
demand), per cent. ad valorem 

Pork. -Pickled, salted, or smoked, and potatoes, 

Free. 
Pepper, per lb. 

Pickles nnd peaches, per cent. ad t•alorem 
Pewter, or nrlicles of which it forms n component part, 

per cent. ad ualorcm 
Paints of nll dcscriJ>lions, per cent. ad calorcm 
Pnpcr, (for ncwspn1>ers, in great dcmnnd), Free. 

359 
Dol. Cl&. 

0 20 
0 25 

0 50 

0 20 

0 33~ 

2 00 

0 2.> 

0 25 

0 25 

0 5 
0 2.3 

00 

0 15 

0 5 

0 25 

0 20 
0 20 
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Rice 
Raisins, per lb. 
Rope.-Balland cordage, per lb. 

ugar 
Spices.-Pimento, per lb. 

Cinnamon, clo\·es, c·c. per lb. 
So:~p.-Yellow, per lb. 

Other kinds, per cent. ad "alortm 

Salt 

Free. 

Free. 

Free. 

Silk, or articles forming a component pnrt, per cent. 
ad vallJrem 

Spirits.-Whiskey, 1st and 2nd proof, per gallon 

" 
3rd and 4th , " , above 4th " 

Gin, same as brandy. 
All others not enumerated, including cordials 

and liqueurs of all kinds, the same duty as 

brandy. 
Sboes, boots, and hats, per cent. ad valorem 

Syrup, per gallon 
Screws, per cwt. 
Stone, for building, and slate Free. 
Segars, per thousand 
Seeds (in demand) of all descriptions Free. 
Saltpetre, per lb. 
Tongues.-Neat.s, pickled, or smoked 
Tea 
Tools of trade in actual use 

Free. 
, 

, of all descriptions imported for carpenters, cabi
net-makers, joiners, and blaeksmjths, per cent. 

Dol. Ct.. 

0 3 

0 2 

0 5 
0 10 

0 5 

0 25 

0 30 

0 25 

o sH 
0 50 

0 25 

0 5 
1 00 

2 50 

ad valorem 0 15 

Tin.-All articles of which it forms a component part, 
per cent. ad valorem 0 20 

Tiles-for building Free. 
Tobacco, in any form than segars, per cent. ad val. 0 30 



Vinegnr 
Wheat 

NATIONAL COLOURS. 

Free. 

" Wines.- Clnrct nnd other red French wines, except 
frQm France direct, per gnll. 

Oporto or port , 
French \1 incs, except from France 
Champagne 

Ditto in botUes, per dozen 
M ndcim, per gallon 
Tcncri1fe 

" pani h, red and white, per gnllon 
Gcm1nn, hock, Rhenish, &c. , 

All others, in botUes, per dozen . 

Wool.-.All nrticlcs forming n component part, per cent. 

361 
Dol. Cta. 

0 25 

0 37t 
0 25 
1 00 
2 00 
0 ?S 
3 37i 
0 25 
0 50 

50 

ad ralorem 0 25 
W nggons, free 

Warcs.-Glnss and earthen, per cent. acl f!alorem 0 20 

All other articles not enumerated shnll pay n duty of 25 per 
ceo t. ad t:a lorem. 

Masters of vcs•cls and aU persons concerned in the shipment 
of goods, wares, and merchandise arc notified that U1c ru1es and 
regulations of U1c custom-house in the United tntes will be 
adopted in this republic, so L'lr ns the applicability of the Jaw 

nod circumstances \lilt pemlit. All reports, therefore, presented 
to the office of the custom-house at Galveston or elsewhere, will 
be required to be made in due form . 

NATIONAL COLOURS. 

The national flag of Texas is a blue perpendi
cular stripe, one-third the length of the flag ; two 
horizontal stripes of two-thirds of the length- the 
upper white, the lower reo, the stripes of equal 
width, a white star of five points in the centre. 
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The national standard is an azure ground with a 
large golden star in the centre. 

The national seal is a single star of five points, 
encircled by an olh·e and live oak branch, with the 
words, "Republic of Texas." 

The superficial surface of the republic of Texas, 
as claimed by the Texans, is supposed to be about 
300,000 square miles, or nearly 96,000,000 of Eng
lish acres, the whole of which was sectionized or 
laid out under the impresario system of ~fexico, as 
colonies, but is now by special enactments of the 
Texas congress divided into the following judicial 
districts :-

First District-Galveston, Liberty, Montgomery, 
and Harris counties. 

Second District.- Matagorda, Brazoria, Fort 
Beud, Austin, and Colorado counties. 

Third District.-Fayette, \Vashington, Bastrop, 
Travis, Milam, and Robinson counties. 

Fourth District.-Bexar, Gonzales, Jackson, 
Victoria, Goliad, Refugio, and San Patricio counties. 

Fifth District.-San Augustine, Nacogdoches, and 
Houston counties. 

Sixth District.-J efferson, J as par, abine, and 
Shelby counties. 

Seventh District.-IIarrison, Fannin, and Red 
River counties. 

The principal inland towns are as follows:-
San Augustine, situate on the old road to San 
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Antonio, about twenty-seven miles from Gaines 
Ferry on the abine River, in Eastern Texas, amid 
rolling lands; and is, therefore, perhaps, one of 
the healthiest towns on the eastern part of Texas. 
Population about 1000. 

Annuhuac, on Galveston Bay, at the mouth of 
tbe Trinity River, contains about fifty inhabitants. 
The river bas more timber on its banks than those 
of any other ri,·er in Texas. 

City of Houston, formerly the capital of Texas, 
on Buffalo Bayou, about ninety miles from Gal
veston, contains a population, according to the 
census of 1839, of 2073 souls, of which 1620 are 
males, and 153 females. Three steam-boats run to 
Houston from Galveston, but the navigation to it is 
seriously obstructed by the Red Fish and Clopper 
Bars, which vary from three to five feet in water. 

Brazoria City, about thirty-miles from the mouth 
of the Brazos River, contains between five and 
six hundred souls. Here the first settlement of the 
Anglo-Americans was formed. The situation is 
low and unhealthy. 

Bolivar, on the Brazos river, a small town about 
twenty-five miles above Brazoria; population 200. 

Austin, formerly ' Vatcrloo, on the Colorado 
river, is the capital of Texas. It is situated in the 
most fertile and healthy part of the country; popu
lation about 1000, but during the session of con
gress the population may be estimated at 2000 
and upwards. 
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San Patricio, on the bank of the Nueces; this 
is an interesting location, being inhabited by a 
very orderly colony of Irish settlers, who have not 
mixed themselves up in state affairs in any way. 
They have a priest of their mm nation, and magis
trates selected from among themselves; they continue 
their allegiance to the Mexican government to this 
day; they never feel the hand of civil superiors, 
and may be considered a truly independent and 
happy community. Town about thirty-five miles 
from the sea ; population about 200. 

San Antonio, on the an Antonio river, is the 
centre of a fertile country, and is a place of some 
trade. It contains a population of 2000, of which 
two-thirds are Mexicans, and is strongly recom
mended to English emigrants, as one of the best 
locations in TEXAS. 

Goliad, formerly La Bahia, also on the San An
tonio river, is a small town containing about 250 
inhabitants. 

Gonzales, on the Guadalupe river, is an old Mex
ican town, situated in a fertile region. It contains 
a population of 250, chiefly Mexicans. 

Victoria, on the Guadalupe river, is one of the 
most flourishing towns in the republic. It contains 
600 inhabitants, and is also recommended to Eng
lish emigrants as a healthy and fertile location 

FOR TEXAS. 
Nacogdoches, in the north of Texas, contains 750 

inhabitants, and is represented as a flourishing town. 
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TABLE OF RO.\D AND DI TANCES. I N TilE 

REPUBLIC OF TEXA : 

PROW GALVESTON TO BAh ANTONIO, tlia HOUSTON AND SAN FELIPE, 

l\IUca. Miles. 
To Houston . 00 To M'Clure's 4 

Cnrtwright's 15 Foyde's . 9 
an Felipe 8 Gonzales I 

Columbus 28 andy Creek 20 
Nnvidnd . 22 Forty Mile Hole 37 
Foley's 0 Sibille 15 
IInllctt's. 6 al\'O. 21 
Farm House 3 nn Antonio 4 
Foole Road's 15 

From Galveston to nn Antonio 307 

FR0\1 SAS AST0!\10 TO VICTORIA 1 Via GOLIAD. 

Milca. Mile .. 
To Cantoon's 2 1 To Goliad 7 

llquin's 0 1\fcnuc 5 
Roache's. 2 Pirdid 7 
Cloto. 36 Collcttn 6 
Clnrisn 23 Yictorin 12 

From Snntonio to Yictorin 131 

FROll YICTORIA TO HOUSTON DIRECT. 

Mile.. Mile .. 
To Garsettc . 15 To r ortington 's 20 

Tcxnnna 5 Richmond 10 
Naridad 6 Houston 26 
Colorado 40 

From Victoria to Houston 122 
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FRO'! IIO'CSTO~ TO \I.\ T \COl\ DA, ria BR \Z ORI.\ AND \"AL.\~CO. 

~til~. ;'\I ilea. 

T o Lynche's I~ To Perry's 15 

Choate's . l.i M'Neal's 3 

Dr. )[oore's 15 Cnsl•y's G 

Colonel H all's 8 )['Coy's . :3 

O'Ry's \ 0 Sheppard's 10 

Calvert's lfi P ayton's Creek i 

Yaln~eo \ 0 ~ l ntagorda 12 

From H ouston to )[ntagonln 118 

FR0\1 ll \T.\CORD.\ TO W.\SIII'WTON ON TilE DI\AZOS, ria COI.lf\1111 \ 

A~ll 'l\S I' EI.II'E. 

~!lie.. :'ol iiN. 

To Payton's Creek . 12 To Allen's 10 

R. H. Willinm!>'s 10 San Fl'iipe !\ 

Tin~le~ 's 14 Cummin:.,rs's 8 

Bernard's F erry :; Edward's H 

Columbia G Walkds 12 

Damond\ 12 Swipicr's 12 

Nottington\ 2 1 Chentmnn's 2 

Coles's II Washington 1 ,; 

From ~lutagorda to Washington l li!l 

FRO'! IIOCSTOS TO SAS Al' C,USTIN£, via NAcoc;oocu r.s. 

~Iii«. ~to let. 

To ~fines 20 T o Saddler's :; 

Uarris's 10 Thompson's . :; 

Ro!!crs's 20 M'Donald's . 7 

~[ontgomcry 2 Cox's 

Cawley's 7 J r miley's :; 

Ware's 5 Cincinnati 12 
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FR0\1 1101 STO'I TO S\~ AUGUSTINE, ria NACOODOC'JIES

( Co11tinued.) 
~lite•. Milee. 

Ht·doi~ 

Salinsvilll· Spring Cl 

Tnnity Hirer Cl 

Parte''·~ I fi 
Crockl'tt\ II 

Lucy'~ 

Luckett's 

Nneogdochcs 

i\1 oss 

Stidnm's . 

G 

12 
l(j 

12 

12 

:\la~tn's . tO Teed's 1 

\1 ·J •. uw's 12 au Augustine 7 

'\ irhl·s Hin·r i 
From Houston to San Augustine 21G 

I 11011 l'i \ ( OG POt II f:' TO S.\:-1 ASTON tO, ria W.\~lii~GTON. 

'lilco. ~m ••. 
To Du,it'~ IH To Trinity Rin·r 17 

I.ury 's 12 nuyon 12 

~ichl·s Riwr .j ~im's . 12 

\1 'Cit~m''s G Tnn•rn 13 

l'arkl r's 8 Bower's 18 

:'l l a~tcr's . li Washington 28 

E~traclos !Cl 

From Xarogdot·hcs to San ,\ ntonio 173 

The grants made to colonists in Tcxa , under 
the laws of l\lcxico, and of the late of Coahuila 
and T exas, and by Texas since her independence 
ha\'e been established by the ofl1cinl records in the 
seYeral land ofHces, arc as follows :-

C:rnnts issnl•d nt Xnt•ogdnehcs, from 1791 to 183.i 

" on tht• En~tcrn Frontier, in 1833-G 

Arrr!lt. 

2,.iR:J,G I 7 

7 12,923 
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Grants issued in various colonies, in 1834-5 

Arff" 

945,3G7 
990,90 I 

2,871,607 
, in Burnet's colony . 
, in Vehelm's nnd Ynvnlla's• colony 

" 

" 

" 
" 
" 

in Robertson, Austin, nnd Williams's 

colonies . 
in rnrious districts, by Commissioner 

George W . Smith 

in De Witt's colony . 

in Bexar county 
to . M. Williams, F. W. Johnson, 

and R. Preebles . 

915,367 

609,981 
161,013 

265,236 

1,815,180 
701,391 sold by the tate of Coahuila and Texas 

" , in Austin county, up to 1839 6,012,753 

Titles issued by the Republic of Texas, such ns 
bounty lands, head right:;, dona· 
tions, &c., arc estimated at 45,000,000 

Total 63,618,669 

Of the grants made by Texas, 15,000,000 are 
still unlocated, and as the laws of Texas, under 
which these grants have been made, not only 
respect, but have emanated from, the fundamental 
laws of Mexico, it is necessary here to give a 

limited abstract of them. 

"The first colonjzation law of Mexico, of 1823, enacts, 

That an empresario, who introduces 200 families, shall re

ceive a premium of three haciendas and t.wo labors of land, 
provided the families are located within twelve years from the 

date of the empresnrio's contract. 

• These grants were made by the state legislature of Coahuila 

and Texas, and by special acts of the Texan congress are declared 

invalid. 
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•• fhat a vnvn shall he reckonctl thn•c g<'omrtrieal feel; a 

strai.,ht line of 5,000 m\'us ~hall be called n league; n square, 

\1 ho~e sicll·~ :.hull he a IL.Iglll', hh;~ll be culled ,, ,citio , · and fhe 

Sl'itios, n h.tcicndo; n SIJUnro of one million nH·ns on each side, 

a lnbor. ~ 
"Thnl an cmpresnrio'll premium shall nol ('Xcecd nine haci

endos, and six In bon:, \1 hate,·cr nuy be the number of families 

he introducl·~ ; ontl thnt families who shall emigrate to T exas, 

indepl·nclent of an cmprcsctrio, shall receive n title to locate a 

( ,·a~o,ruc and labor of land, from the A yuntamicntos."t 

".'ccond colonizution lnw of :'l[exico, of 1821, under the federal 

cxccuti\c (lower, cnucll., That no land shall be colonized within 

l\\clll)' leub'UC~ of the bound;~r) line of Texas, or nuy foreign 

n.1tion, nor '' ithin ten lent,''\WS of the sen coast, without the 

cxpr••ss mctiou of thl' ••xccuti \' c power,§ and that no law ·hall 

he pa •·d, prohibit in:.; the introduction of foreigner , until 1810. 

"A~tTit 1.1. 1:?.-~o onl' itulil·iduul shall be allowed to dcri1e 

from the I{O\ l'ntmcnt, hy purchase or othcrwi~. more than 

c·le\'Cn leah"lWS of lnnd ; nnd that no person can hold land if he 

n·sides out of the republic of )[cxico." 

The firsl colonization law of the tate of Coa
huila and T exas, of 1 25, enacts, That no lands 
can be located "ithin twenty leagues of the boun
dary line of' the nilctl ' tate , nor within ten leagues 
of the sea coast, uuless wilh the approbation of the 
gener .. 1l go,•crnmenl of l\Iexico. 

A scitiu tf I anti i t:quul to J, 128 ucre~ English. 

~ A lahur is 1 i7 ncn·s E ngli h. 

t The first colonization law of ~lcxico is gt'nernlly supposed 

lo npply l'Xl'lusil•rly to Austin's colony, but I nm of n diflercnt 

opinion, nnd 1 contend lhnt it is n gcneml public net, nnd not n 

pril•atc nncl personal act. 

§ 'ec Pr,n·isions of the 'l't•xnn Constitution, relative to land titles. 

II 13 
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" ARTICLE 8.- That no colonization or empresnrio grnnt 1s 

held to be good, unless 100 families at least hM·e been introduced 

under the grnnt. 
"ARTICLE 10.-That a preference shall be gi,·en to the mili-

tary nnd .Mexicnn citizens founded on service and merit. 
"ARTICLE 12.-That an emprc~nrio shall receive for each 100 

families introduced five sitios and five lal1ors of grazing land, one 
half of which sbnll be without the facility of irrigation ; but an 
ernpresnrio must introduce ntlenst 100 families to entitle him to 

a premium. 
"ARTICLE 13.-Thnt nn cmpresnrio wl1o acquires more than 

eleven leagues of land shall alienate the surplus, or baH: it . old 

at public sale, within twelve years. 
'' ARTICLE 17 .-That tl1e government may incrcn. e the qu:m

tity of lnnd to emigrnnts, according to the indu try of the family; 

but not to exceed eleven leagues. 
"ARTICLE 22.-Thnt the government clues on the locntion of 

land shall be as follows :-

For a sitio of pnsture land ..... . ......... . . . 
For a labor without the facility of irrigation ... . 
Do. w;th the facility of irrigation •• • . ......... 

Doll. C1a. 

30 00 
2 50 

3 so 

And that the said dues shall be paid into the receipt of the land
office for the district in which said land is situate, os follows : 
One-third in four years; one third in five years; one-third in six 
years: but in case of non-payment of said dues, the lnnd to be 

forfeited.• 
"ARTICLE :! L-That land may be sold by the government to 

~fcxican!J, and ).lexican citizens only, on the following terms:
" One hundred dollars for a sitio of }>Ucturc land. 
" One hundred and fifty dollars for a sitio of farming land. 

• The abo,·e clause docs not apply to grants made to cmprc
sarios for their services as emprcsnrio~, and to the military. Thl·y 
are exempt from forfeiture and government dues. 
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"Two hundred and fifty dollars for n sitio if capable of being 

irrigntNl; but no one indi \·idu:ll can buy or hold m 1re than eleven 

leagues, and the purc:hru;cr is bound to cultivate all be acquires 

in six yt•ars." 

The second colonization law of the State of 
Coahuila and Texas, commonly called the Labor 
Act, 1 33-1, enacts,-

·~That no further J.,'Tllnts of Janel shall be made to empresarios, 

and that rao t.rltnJion of time .shall be given to empre~arios for 

the completion of e:xi.ting c:ontrnc:ts. 

" That nil l:mds grnnted to roT.O!'t!;T shall be considered as 

fully culthnterl, o 11000 ns the grantee plarcs on snid lnnd, l:U 

lar<Je cattle, such ns hor,es, mules, or co" "• • &c., or :?,;o small 

r.'lttll', ;, e. hecp, goa tot, or S\\ inc. t 
"That a c:ommi sioncr-gl·neral shnll be nppoinll•d, to ltnn• nll 

the \ncant laruls of the public domnin remaining nfter the cmn

pktion of thl· t•:xi Ling cmprcsario contrnrL~ suncyl·d and di\ idt•cl 

into labors of Iii ncrc , nncl offered for public sole nt the mini

mum prit-e of ten dullnN per labor. 

"Thnt tHl culonbt ~hull in :my wny he molested for his n•ligion, 

11r bdicf, so long us he dol'S not disturb the public pence. 

" That nll purchnscN of lnnd alicnnkd by colonists shall h<' 

lwlcl n·~ponsihll• to tlw government for the original conditions nf 

Htlt•m('nt, nnd for nll land dues on the snme." 

The third colonization law of Coahuila and 
Texas, 2ntl May, 1 ~35, enacts,-

" 11mt all pcr~nn" and families who have emigrated to Tcxa~ 

previous to thi!l date, if tlwy lu\\'c not before obt.nincd their land, 

shnll be entitkd to thl• hl•ncfit of the coloni.-.ation lnws; and that 

tho~c \\ho urri\'cd hcfurc the :?8th April, 18:3:!, shall pay tlw ft'l'~ 

11 U inndo major. t (1 inndo minor. 

u u 2 
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named in the Jlfl•cct!ing law~; and th11sc "lw arri\'e subst·qm·nll) 

sl1all pay the following dues:-

One lea.,rrue of pasture land ...... . ... .. . .... . 

One l abor of amble land ......... .•.... . . .. .. 

Dull. C~a 

5 00 

5 00 

" That commissionen; be appointed to the three departments of 

Texas (cast, middle, nnd we~>t) to receive the said dues, and 

to issue and record the necessary titles necordinrt to the spl·citll 

and constitutional instructions nf goYcrnmcnt, dated lth cp

tcmber, 1 '27." 

This brief ab tract of the land la\\ S of i\Ie:-..ico, 
Coahuila, and Texas, is given merely to show 
the foundation of the old l\Iexican tille , "hich, as 
I have before stated, the lm' s of Texab re pect, 
while in e\'ery land-law act of the republic we find 
the land-laws of Coahuila and T exas stigmatized 
as "illegal and fraudulent, and consequently null 
and ,·oid." In order, therefore, to show the ,·alidi ty 
of the former and the illegality of the latter, it is 
necessary here to give an explanation of the emprc
sario contracts. 

Under the colonization laws of 1\lcxico, empre
sario rights were granted lo individuals who con
tracted with the government to introduce into 
Texas within a limited period, a certain number of 
families, and place them on a given tract of land 
as colonists. On the completion of the contract, the 
empresario was entitled to an empresario premium, 
and the amount of these empresarios' land premiums 
formed but a small per centage on the amount of 
land granted lo the coloni!il, and beyond this the 
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empresarios had no rights or interference in the 
colony or grant. The colonists at all times received 
their head rights from the ayuntamiento of the 
district, independent of the empresario, and were in 
no way held responsible for the performance of the 
empresario contract; therefore titles or head rights 
acquired by actual settlers from the ayuntamientos 
under the Mexican colonization laws, although the 
titles to land and fees of location vary somewhat 
in form and tenor, still they are most unquestionably 

good. 
The emprcsario contracts made with the govern

ment of the late of Coahuila and Texas, under 
the colonization of that state, were for the intro
duction of a definite number of families within a 
given district, within six years from the date of the 
contract; but all the concessions made by the tate 
of Coahuila and Texas were found, on inquiry, to 
be repugnant to the fundamental laws of .1.\lexico, 
and have therefore been treated as illegal by the 
Texan republic; howe\·er, many of the titles which 
have emanated from this quarter are still offered 
for sale to the public, by their fi·audulent possessors, 
such as the Alderado Company, Galveston Bay 
and Texas Land ompany,• the Arkansas and 
Texas Land Association, and the Colorado and 
Red H.i\·cr ompany. These, and other base 

schemer have issued scrip in ew York, London, 

!:'l·c .\nwrirun Consul's declaration, Appcndi~. 
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and other places, which have no foundation what
ever, and can give no title to lands in Texas ; con
sequently any one who purchases it will not 
only have the mortification of being duped, but 
wil1 also lose the whole amount of his original pur
chase-money. This sctip may be known by being 
issued in even numbers, such as hundreds and 
thousands. No land-titles are good in T exas unless 
issued under the .ille.rican, and backed by the T eJ.·fm 

az'tlwrities; or under the land laws of Te.ras, and 
confirmed by a P atent from lite R epublic of Te.ras, 
as independent. 

LAXD LAW OF TEXAS, .\ IXDEPE. ~DEXT. 

The General Council of T exas closed all the 
Land Offices, established under the Colonization 
L aws of l\lexico and Coahuila and Texas, on the 
27th October, 1 35, until the General Consultation 
should meet. 

This Consultation of the Delegates of all T exas 
met on the 13th r\ovember, 1835, and decreed-

" That all land-offices should be clo~cd. 

"That commi•sionl'rs be appointed to receive Ute archive:; of 
the several land-offices. 

" That all persons then in Texas, who had not received their 

portion of land, or "ho lihould emigrate to Tcxa~, during ht•r 

contest for liberty, ~hould receive the benefit of the law under 
whiclt they emigrated. 

"That t\LL grautl> of land mndc illt·gally ur fraudulently umkr 
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the decrees of the tntc of Coahuila and T cxns, nrc declared null 

nncl mid. 
" That oJl JK'I"!Ons, except widows and orphans, who leave 

Texos during the pro.:scnt struggle, wit1tout permission of the civil 

authorities, forfeit their land,," 

Decree of the General Consultation of Texas, 
dated ] lth Tovember, 1835, grants 640 acres of 
land to every soldier, on enlisting in the service of 
Texas. And by another decree of the 1 Hh De
cember, an addition is made of 160 acres of land, 
and twcnty-fh·e dollars bounty, in silver, to all 
who may hm·e their names regularly registered on 
the muster-roll of lhe army. 

Decree of the General Consultation of all T exas, 
dated 16th l\larch, l 36. 

The following bounties of land arc granted to 
soldiers actually serving in the army:-

Acres. 

" Those who scn·c during the war 1280 

" For n pt•riod of si\. months G 10 

" For three months . 3:W 

"For nil \\ho l'nter after July, 1836, nnd scn·c during 

till! war (continuing six months) !)(i() 

" All who shall enter after July, n proportionable quan-

tity. 
"Any soldier \\hO mny fall in the contest, if a man of 

family, ~oh.11l he cnlitll'Cl (by his hdrs) lo that he 

\\:IS cntitkd tu as a colonist,-a league and lalmr 
nf land I GO;; 

" A ~inglc man I 17<i 
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Provisions of the T exan onslitution relati,·c to 
land titles :-

" 'o alien hall hold land in Texas, except by titles emanntin~ 

directly from the govcmment. 

" hould a citizen die intestate, his htirn inhrrit his cstntt•; 

and if aliens, they arc allowt•cl a nonsonahlc time to possess till'm

seh es of his prop<'rty and dispose of it. 
" Orphans of n·~idcn ts, undt•r the colonization laws of :\£cxim, 

(which laws arc ackno11 h:dgt·d by Texas,) nrc entitled to tht samt• 

righls as their parents. 
" Xo citizen of the n·public· of Texas i:, comp(•lled to rc~idc on 

his lands." 

T he several enactments of the legislature of the 
states Coahuila and T exas, in 1 3 1 and 1 3.3, by 
which 11 00 leagues of land were granted to John T . 
Mason and OTII F. RS, contrary to the law of the ge
neral congress of Me~ico, pass<.:d in 1 21, A:-ID ALI 

T ITLEs ARISJ:\G from such g rants, arc declared hy 
the constitution of T exas null and void; and all 
eleven-league claims located within twenty lcag11 es 
of the boundary line between the United tates and 
T exas, which ha \ c been located contrary to the 
laws of ~Iexico, arc abo dec lared null and \'Oid. 

Hence, then, persons about to purchase land in 
T exas, should inspect the original deed or grant of 
the land before advancing one halfpenny ; and if the 
name of" J ohn T. ~ Iason," or the " tate of Coahuila 
and T exas," but once occurs in the said deed or 
grant, the party may be assured that snclt t itlcs are 

invalid; or fi r~t asce rtai n the exac t situation of the 
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lands offered for sale, and then refer to the map, 
and if the aid lands are found to be within the 
limits mentioned in the constitution, viz. " within 
clc,·cn leagues of the boundary line between Texas 
(either on the cast or on the north) and the United 

tatcs," the titles to lands within those limits are 
also worthless, unless the title shall have emanated 
directly from the Texan authoritic , as required by 
the folio" ing Act. 

AnsTR \ CT or Till: G1" RAL Ln•o LA w OF T£:\As, P.\SSED 

U\' Co~oRI~s, DEtt\tUEt< 11TH, I 3i. 

" 1.1 Ttos 5.-Bc it furtlwr cnnct<•d, T hat the commis,ioncr 

of th, g•·rwral l.mcl uflirl' shall cause to he prcn·iclcd a ~l·al nf 

offin:, '' hi<·h st•.ll shall not b l' chang-<·d l'XCt·pt h~ law; and t:l.'r

tifit·d l'npil's of nny rl'cords, books nr paJWrs, lwlong-ing to the 

said nlliel', undl·r till' si)!n.1turc of the said commissioner, or chief 

rink, with the 'l'ill of nllice thcn•unto nttachcd, shall be t'om

)ll'lt•nt C\ idt•ncc in nil cnses where the originals could he 

,., iclenrc. 

"SLc TtON ll.-Be it furthc·r cnnctNI, Thnt the commissioner 

of thl• gl·twral land ofliCl' he l'ntitlt·d to, nnd bhall keep ehargc of 

tlw -.t•al; ancl ulsn that he ht•, and is hereby cntitll•d to, nnd 

shall han• rustocly and ronlrul nf all hooks, n•corcls, papt·r~, and 

nri~,rinal doeunwnts appt·rtainin~ lo tht• titlt•s of lands ht•rl'lnli>n•, 

and h~ tht• prm is inns of the law dt•nc>min:ltl•d archin•s ; nncl that 

tlw said hlloks, recnrcls, papers, and original docnnwnts, shnll 

ht•t•onu• and ht• clet•mecl tilt• bonks and papl·r~ of s.1id oflice. 

"RE!Tto;o.; i .- Be it fnrthl'r t'U:lctcd, That all pall'nts is~u in~ 

from th1• Janel oflln·, , !Jail he in the name of tile republic of 

Te>.a~, and undt•r the st•al of said offict•; shall he signed hy the 

pn:siclt•ul of tlu· n·puhlic, ancl t•nun!t'r~ igtll'd hy till' commbsioucr 

nf thl· gt·tH ral land ullit•t•, ur 1 hJ• dlit'f' l'krk then•tJf. 
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" S ECTION 8.-Bc it further rnnctrd, That no person nppoinll'tl 

to nny office instituted by this net, or employed in any sul'h offiC<', 

shnll, directly, or indirectly, be concerned in the purchase of an) 

right, title, or interest in nny public land, ~:ither in his 0'' n 
name, right, or interest for nny other pl•rson, or in the name or 

right of any other person in trust for himself; nor shall tnkt- or 

receh·e any fee or emolument for ncgociating or transacting till' 

business of said office, other than those fees allowed by lnw. An) 

person offending in the premises against the prohibitions of this 

act, shall, on com·iction thereof bl•furc the district court, bt· re

moved from office, and finl'd in any sum not less than fin- hun

dred dollars, and shall forfeit all the l.mds ht• 0\1 ns in the n:puhlit·. 

and never after be allo"cd to hold any offit·c of trust or profit 111 

the republic. 
" ECTJOS 9.-Be it further enacted, That tht·rt• shall bt• 

elected by joint ,·ote of both houses of con!,rr<·ss, for cal'll co•mty, 

a county-sun·cyor, \1 ho shall n•side at the county seal, and "hose 

duty it shall be to rccch·c and cxaminr all field noh·s of sur

,·cys, which have been or may hereafter Ill' made in said county, 

and upon which patents art• to he oht.tim·d, and shall certify th<• 

same under his hand to the commi~sionl'T of the genl'ral land 

office, after having recordl·d the same in n hook to he kept by 

him for that purpost•, nnd shall imnwdiatdy return the sanw 

to the president of the hoard of land commissioners of ~aiel 

county. H e shall, before entering upon the duties of his ofiicc, 

enter into bond, with three or murc securities, to be nppro\'ed by 

the board of land commissioners of the county, in the sum of ten 

thousand dollars, payable to the prl'~ident, or his succc~sorl> in 

office, condition~d for the faithful pcrformanc<· of his clutil·s; 

which said bond shall be recorded in the clerk's oflice of said 

county, and the orignnl tran~mittcd to the oflice of tlw st·crctar) 

of state ; and the said !!urvcyor shall hold his office fur tlm·c 

years, and be re-eli~i ble. I le shall he <•ntith·d to char~c on all 

field notes ancl plot!i prt·~enkcl to him for i n~p<·<·tion, tirr t'l l'l) 

set of field notes, and a plot of a lcngue and labor uf Janel, li \l' 
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dollars; for one third of n lt•ngur, four dollnrs; nnd for c1·rry 

less quantity , thrl't' dollnrs. IJ is books shall he open at nil 

lime~ for inspcrtion, and he shall be nllowcd thirty-sen•n and a 

half cents fur en ry st•an·h . 1 r l' sha ll appoint as many deputy 

surn·yor:. as Ill' may dct·m necessary for the county ; and shall 

administa to tlwm the oath of office, and take till' hond hl•rt·in

aftcr pr,·scribcd, and shall furnbh thrm such instructions a~ may 

be furni,Jt,•d to him from time to l ime by the commissioner of the 

f(l'IH:rnl land ollicl', nntl such deputy-sun·cyor, before he·t•ntrrs 

upon the dutit•s of his ofi1Cl', shall enter into bond, with two or 

more st·ruritit•s, to be appron·d hy the county-~un'l'yor, in the 

sum of fh e thous.'lnd dollars, payahlt• to the prc~idt•nt, or his suc

ct·,sors in ufliet•, t·onditimll'd for the faithful pcrfnrntance of the 

duties of his nfliet'; and fur such appointment of a dl'Jlllly-sur

\'l'ynr, tht• rnunty-•urn·ynr shall bt• nlluwcd to chargl', and 

n•rt•in frum tlw Jll'T nn o appoinll'd, tlw sum of fiw dollars. 

"S~:rT1os I 0.-Bl' it furlht·r •·nactcd, That it :.hall he the duty 

of c·aelt dt•puty-snrH·yor to administer an oath to l·ach indh·idual 

t•mpluyt·d hy him ns l'hain-t·nrrit•r, or mnrkl'r, for till' faithful pcr

fornumn• of his dutit ns sudt, in arcordanct• 11 ith tlw instruct inns 

given him; and no Afrit·an or I ndian, or descendant of cithl'r, or 

nny JWrson undt•r the agl• of sixteen years, shall he employed in 

l'ilht·r of th1• ahoH• capacities ; and furlhl'r, it shall br the duty 

of said sun l'ynrs to ~uhscrihe the name of cnch of the chain-cnr

ril'T~ to his field nott•s, )lTl'l'ious to his returning the ~aml' to till' 

county-~un·t·yor. [! ,. shall nlso statt•, to the hesl of hb know

ll'clgt• or ht•lil•f, tht• numbl'T of labors of irrigahk• )aJl(b, :mel tin• 

lllllllhl•r of lahnrs of tl'mpor,Ll c•r arahll' lands, and tlw nnmht·r of 

labors of pastnn· lands, in t•aeh survey, fur that dass of daimants 

who art· l'ntitlt·d to lund unclt-r thl· t•onstitution and colonization 

l:111s, 11 hit·h shall be plainly llfilll'n out in tht• fidd IHltt·~ , and 

also insl'rlcd in t:adt patt·nt ; :111cl fur all sm·h snrn•ys Ill' shall 

charge :mel l"lTt'iH· thn·t dollar" l(>r t•adt linl·almilt• actually run. 

"S111 nos 11.-lll' it furtht• r t•n:u:tl'd, That then• shall he 

l'h•cttd , hy a joint 1111 .. nl hnth hmlst·s of n>ngn•ss, a I'Ontmis

sinnl'l', 11ho shall J,,. Jlltsllknl u l the board, and lilt> a~sm:intt• 



commis ioners for each and every county. \1 ho shall compose and 

constitute a board of commissitllll'rs fur the n•spl•cti,·e countil·s, to 

be stylcxl n ' Board of Land Commissioners,' \1 hose duty it shall 

be to in1·c:.tignte all claims on this !{ovcrnnwnt fur head ri~lns to 
lands ; and they arc hereby authorized 11nd required to ~rrant tn 

any person or persons, a certificatl' of their claim or claims, upon 

such proof being made to them, by the party or parties claimin!{. 

as is herein required, setting forth in said certificate the amount 

of land the claimant is entitled to, upon what conditions, nml the 

time when he, she, or the) cmigrall•d to this country. The prl.'

sidents of the board of land commi!'sioners shall ul.' recein r~ of 

public monies for their rl.'specti' e counties, and shall ~.:ntl'r intn 

bond with good and suOieient security, to hl' approved hy tlw 

county court, or if th.-re be no county court, the board 

of land commi-;sioner , in the sum of 20,000 dollars, payahh: tn 

the president of the republic uf Texas, or his Ul:Cl·~sors in otlicc•, 

and conditioned for the payml•nt of all sums which may he n•

ceived by hlm, on account of public lands, to the sl·cn•tary uf tlw 

treasury, for the usc of till' r,·publil·, which bond sha\1 he n·cordl·cl 

by the clerk of the county court, and the ori::,rinal transmilll'd l<l 

the office of the secretary of ~t.nte, and for all public monil·s 

which he may receive and pay o1er, he shall be n\lowul tn 

charge and rl.'ceive two per cent. 
" SECTIOS 12.-Bc it. further cnaell'd, T hat c\·ery person ,\]\11 

shall claim a title to land in this go''l•rnrnt·nl, hy 1 irtm• of till' 

colonization laws, or hy re~idencc in the country at the dl•c).lra

tion of independence, shall be rcquirul to take and subscrilll' the 
following oath: ' I do solemnly swear, that l was a n:sicll·nt 

citizen of Texas at the dale of the declaration of indepl•nth:lll'l'; 

that I did not leave the country during the campai~n of the ~prin~ 
of 1836, to avoid a participation in till' ~tru!.(t;lt• ; that I did not 

refuse to participate in the 11 ar, and that. I did nul aid or assist 

the enemy ; that I h;l\ e not previously received a tit.lt• t'l my 
quantum of land, and that I eoncL·ivc mys!'lf justly cntith:<l, unckr 

the con!>titution ancl J •• ws, to till' quantity of laud for \I hieh I 

now apply.' T hey shall abo hl' required to prove, hy two 111 
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mort• good .md crt·dihlt· witm·sM•s, as tlw c·nmmissinnrrs m:~y 

n·c1uin·, that tlwy \\<'r£• adually citizl•ns of Tc·xas at the dale of 

tlw dedaration of ind.•pe!Hlt•ncl', and hare t•ontinuctl so to the 

prt•s,·nt tinw; nnd tht•y :.hall also he n·quin·cl to pron•, in like 

mann~r, '' lathn tht•y W<'rt' m~rried or single at the time 

of tht• ch•l'lamtion of indept•IICll'nce, and \\hat amount of land 

th•·y \\t'rt• t·ntitkd to unch·r the law: ProYidt·d, widows and 

orphans shall nut Ill' r••quin·cl to take• the oath lwrein prescribed ; 

and all persons claiming a grant to lund of this go,·ernmenl by 

inht·rit.cm•t• or purd1a ,., shall prun•, in tlw snme manner as abo,·e 

st.•t• cl in t hi~ act. "iclu\\ ~. orphans, or tht·ir 1.-~al n·presentati\'eS 

nut t'Xl'<')ltt·cl, th.•t the )I• r"nn "host• •·stall' tlwy claim is l'ntitled 

!O a grant to l.mcls t•f this ~m·,·rnment, h) the laws of the country, 

or th.Lt the per,on nl "hum tlwy purcha~cd is actnally t•ntitled to 

s .• icl !:,'Tllnt to lands of this gon·rnmtnl; and no purchasn of a 

ht•acl ri.;l11 shall he t'lllitl.·cl to n·et·i\'l· a ~-orrant, either as assignre, 

ur in till' name uf tlw original daimant, unlrss proof be also 

made, that tlw per on r•·pn•st•ntc:d as t•ntitlcd to the grant is actu

all~ a r ... icknt of the rq111hlit· at the time the applit•ation for the 

grant is madt•; and all orders of surn·ys of head right, procured 

under tla• wlonizatinn ),n, , pre\ ious to tht• dc•claration of inde

pcndrnCI', 'hall ht• uh111i ttcd to tlw examination of the lnnd 

cunnni ,imlt'rs and huldc·rs of tlw same, \\ hctlll'r they be original 

l'laimanh, tllt'ir ht•irs, nr as~it{JH!t'S, bhall be subjected to the liamc 

fonnalitil·s .uul n·cplisitions in pnwuring said head rights, as 

) .,j, h .J 11111 l11r other in eli 1 iduab in this law. 

":-. c 1111:-. I ;l, lit• it li1rtlll'r ennclt-d, That any pc•rson t·laim

ing- tla lfl·ndit' of .my particular c•nlonization law of Coahuila 

and Tn;a,, clnring thdr cxi~tc·nn•, fixing tht• prkt•s to be paid 

for lancls hy tht• colunbts, !.hall pro1·c by at lc·a~t two rcspeetahle 

"itm·sst•s, that he, or slw, was actu;llly a rcsich nt of T l•xas during 

tlw tinw thl' said law was in fon·t•, which proof, ~o made bl'fore 

sai1l hoard of land rnmmissium•rs, shall t•ntitlc the claimant to 

hah hb or la·r land .tt the· price fixed upon h~ said t·olun iilation 

law \1 hidt ".ts in fon·c· at the date of said cl.timant '~ emigration 

to this t·nuntry. 
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" ECTIOX lj.-Bc it further coacted, Thnt c,·cry certificate 
which may be issued by the authority of this net, shaH be si~:.rnc·d 

by the board of land commis:.ioneN, nod nltcstccl by the clerk ; 
nod for every such certificate so is:.ucd, the pnrty clnimnnt:l shall 

pay the sum of fi\'e dollars, one half of which shall go to the 
clerk, and the other be equally divided between the quorum of 

the board nctun11y presiding. And it is hereby made the duty 
of said board, and they nrc required to meet nt the court houses 

of their respective counties, on every other Thursday, then and 

there to t:rnnsacl the duties required of them by this net, nnd 
shall remain in session so long ns mny be necessary for the trans
action of the business before the board, for which sen ice'< tltcy 

shall be entitled to demand and receive the fees herein allowed, 
and no more : Provided, tl1nt after the land office!! shall hM·c 
been open three month~, the said board shall not be required to 
meet only on the first Thursday of each month, and if tbnt day 

should full on a regular court week, so ns to intcrfcn: \\ ith it, then 
they shall meet on the next Thur:;dny thereafu:r. And be it 
further provided, that n majority of said board !!hull form n 

quorum to transact the duties herein required of them. 
"8£CTION 16.-Bc it further enacted, That the decision of n 

majority of said bo:nd of commissioners shall be necessary to 
entitle any person to a certificate of their claims ; hut if n majority 

of said board should decide tlmt nny claimant '' ho present:; him
self, or herself, before tbc.m for n certificate of claims, is not enti

tled to the amount of land which they claim, said claimant may 
take an appeal from their decision to the ncxL district court fur 

the county in which said claimant may livt•, citing the board of 
commissioners to appear as defendant.'!, where it shall be tried ; 

and in all such cases the district nttorne) shall r~.>prcscnt the 

interest of the republic, for which services he shall be allowed a 

tax-fee of ten dollars on every such case, to 1Je paid by the appel
lant, together with nil other co~ls of suit, in case he or she fails 

to obtain a \'erdict in his or her favom:; but if the appellant 
should obtain a vt:r<lict for the amount of land which he or she 

claims, the costs of &uit shall be paid by the n•public, when the 
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commissioners shall issue a certificate in accordance with such 
dl·ci~ion. 

" t:CTtos 17 .-De it further enacted, That nny certificate 

of clnim to land, which hn.s been or may be obtained in the 

manner nnd fonn herein prescribed, shaH be sufficit:nt evidence 

to authorize nny lawful tiUn·eyor to survey for nny person hold

ing such certificate~, any land which he may point out, ngrreably 

to a11 the law~ which do now, or mny hereafter exist on that sub

jrct: Pro\ itl~d, al o, that ''here more than one application is 

made for the same tract of land to be surveyed, the settler or oc

cup:mt shalll10\'e the preference if their claims be othcmise equal. 

" 'tcTtos 10.-Be it further enacted, That it shall be the 

dut) of the surn·yor in nil case , before he runs a divit.ion line 

hcl\1~rn two settlers claiming lands, to notify the party or parties 

intcn.'llktl, before running the same, in writing. And nny sun·ey 

11 hich may be mnde contrary to the true intent and meaning of 

thi ection of this net, 11hnll not be n lawful one, nnd U1e field 

nott•s of c1·cry l'Urn·y which :.hall be returned to nny land office 

herl•aftcr, for the purpo'>c of getting a title for the same, shall be 

under oath of thr suneyor, who shall swear it was executccl 

according lo lnw, nnd shall ulso swear the snme was mude prior 

to the closing of the lnnd office by the consultation, or subsequent 

to the opening of the same by this net ; nncl if made prior to the 

closing of the land omcc by consultation, the bamc shn.Jl also be 

proven by at kast two re:.pectable witnesses. 

"SECTION 20.-Be it further enacted, That the commissioner 
of the g~oncral lanu oflice is hereby authorized lo grant, to all 
persons holding :.~n order of survey, lcgally obtained pre,·ious to 

the closing of tlw land oflin•s in one thousand l'ight lnmdrcd nnd 
thirty-fin•, and IHI\ ing n ~un·cy which was made ngrecnbly to 

~aid order, and in confonnity to law in nil respects, a patent for 

the same, upon the holder presenting the certificate of some 
board of lnntl commissiuners, thnt he is cntiUed to Ute quantity 

of land sun eyed, and making such proof to Utem ns is required 

by In\\, and upon his paying the scvcral fees as tho lnw requires. 

" 'LCTJON :H.-lle it further enacted, That all lands surveyed 
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for individuah., lying on na,·igable watcr-cour~cs, sltall front otw 

half of the square on the water-course, and the line running at 
right angles wilh the gcncml course of the stream, if circum

stances of lines previously sun·cycd under the lnws ''ill penn it, 
and all olhers not on navigable water-courses shall be squares, if 

prenous lines will penn it; and und~:.r uo circumt>tnnces :.hall any 

one grant be located in more than two surveys. 
" ECTION 22.-Dc it further enacted, Thnl each and every 

individual under the ngc of seventeen, who have volunteered in the 

sen-icc of their country, and "ho have received honourable dis
charges, shall be entitled to the same quantity of lnnd as a hcatl 

right, that they would be though they were twenty-one years of 

age, and upon the !iamc condition~. 
" ECT!OS 23.- Be it further enacted, That all single men 

who were in the n .public at the date of the declaration of inde

pendence, and entitled under the conblitution to one-third of 

a lca.:,IT\le of land, and who have since married, or may marry 

within the next twchc months, !>hall be entitled to the addi

tional quantity of two-third!i of a league and ltlbor of land: Pro
\'ided, that the benefits of thi~ ~cction shall only cxttnd to those 
who have contributed to the .. upport nntl defence of their country: 

and provided, this additional quuntit) shall not be allowed to any 
whose wife has rec~:iYcd a league of land of tlti!> go,·crnmcnl. · 

"Sec-rtos 21.-Be it further ('nactcd, Thnt whereas many per

sons M\'C rccch·cd titks under the colonization ln\1 s us coloni~ts 
from the different commissioncn> of the county, and whereas many 
conditions were by the law attached to said titles, that all ~uch 
conditions be, and nrc hereby cnnccllccl, and the titles to nil 
such lands are hen·by ratified and confirmed : ProYit!cd, 
that such persons shall pay, or cause to he paid, to the president 
of lhe board of land commissioners of the county where such lund 
may be situated, \1-il11in ~;ix months after the opening of the land 

office, all money which may be due or owing on the same : 

For further pro\'isions, in regard to emigrants at the prcs<'nt 

titnC', sec cmcndatory law, .January I, 1839. 
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pro1•idcd, that the condition of remaining in the country, and the 

provision prohibiting tht> sale to n.lien~, shall not he rcpcn.lcd by 

tltis law. And further provided, That no title by this act shall 

be confirmed, '' hich was illegal or invalid ab initio. And further 

pro1 ided, That thi~ act ~hall not extend to any grantee or indi

' idun.l for a grl'ater nmouut of land than one leac,rue and one labor. 

" £CTIOS 2.i.-llo it further enacted, That no per~on shall, 

by 1·irtuc of nn impron:ment, have a right to claim more than 

one lcngtu! nnd one hbor of land, and that improvement shall 

consist in the clc:tring and fencing in a farmer-like ma.nner, at 

lt•ast four acrl.'s : nnd this prhilcge shall not extend to any peNon 

or persons 11 ho h:wc previously received a title to the quantum 

of land to which they w~re entitled, nor to any peNon or pcr~ons 
entitlul to a grnnt of land by purchase. 

" tcTJOS' 2B.-B!! it further enacted, That it is hereby 
dccl:m.d, that nll empre~ario:~' contracts having ceased on the day 

of the dcclarntion of indcpl'ndcncc, nil the "acanl lands of Texas 
nrc tht' prop.:rty of this republic, nncl subject nlone to the dispo
~ilion of thl• go\'Cmmcnt of the same. 

"SrcTJOS' 27.-Hl• it further enacted, That in order to settle the 

claim~ of cmpresario~, each nnd C\'Cry one of the same arc hereby 

authorized to institute u suit ngainst the prc~ident of the rcJmblic 
of Texns, 11 hich &uit or suits shull be tried in the county in which 

is ~ituatcd the sc·1t of government, and slmll be tried ns nll other 

lund suit~ nrc r,•quircd to be tried. And should any cmpre n.rio 

who qhould thus uc, f,1il to establish the claim for 11 hich he sues, 

he shall pay all tlw cost.~ of 1mit: Pro1·ided, that neither nliens nor 

the assignees of nlicns &hall be entitled to the hl•nefits of this net. 

" &CTION 29.-lle it further enacted, That en•ry volunteer 

wl1o nrriHd in thi~ republic after the second day of )Iarch, 183!i, 

and ht'forc the fir t of August, 1836, and has recei1·ed, or may 

hen·aficr receive, an honourable discharge, and has tnken the 

oath preRcribed by the constitution, or who mny ha,·e died, shall 

receive the quantity of lund by this net secured to original colo
nists : Pro\ ided, thnt the priority of locution mentioned in the 

thirty-eighth section of this net sltall be adhered to: And further 

cr 
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pronded, that none but the pen;on "ho scrn.·d, or his heirs, shnll 
be entitled to the benefit of this provision, and all augmentation 

shall accrue to the original claimants, nnd not to the person to 
whom it mny hn,·e been trnnsferr.:d : Provided, no person who is 

entitled to the benefit of the first part of this section of this net, 
shall be entitled to the benefits of tht• latter part of the same ; 

e>ery person who bas arri\·ed in this republic since the declara

tion of independence, and previous to the ht of October, 1837, 
who is a free white person, and the head of n family, and wl1o 

actually resides within the government with his family, shall be 
entitled to a conditioned grunt of twelve hundred and eighty 

acres of land, by paying the fees of office, and of survey in~. The 

conditions of said grant sl1all be ll1at both grnnte~ and his or her 
family shall remain and reside within the n·public, and do nnd 
perform all the dutie:. required of oth~r like citizens, for the 

term of three years; after which time, he or she shall ncch·c :m 

unconditional deed for J<aid land ; and in no case whatc\'cr shall 
a grant of tbnt de cription be madt·, unless it be . atisfitctorily 

pro;en that all the conditions and provisions of the lnw hn,·c bct'n 

complied with. .And all single free "bite men who ha\'c emi
grated to this republic since the declaration of independence, and 

previous to the 1st of October, 18:37, they 5hnll be entitled to 
an additional quantity of six hundred and forty acres of land 

upon ilie same conditions as above named, and all laws contrary 
to the meaning and provi!iions of thi~ section nrc hereby repealed. 

" S EcTto:s 30.-Bc it further enacted, That all ofliccr:. and 
soldiers who engaged in the service of Texas previous to the bl 

of ~Iarch, 183i , who~e farrulies nrc now here, or may arrive 

within twehe months from the dale of their discharges, ~hnll be 
entitled to the same quantity of land as they would hn\·e been 

entitled to, if their families had cmihrraled with them to the 

country. 
" t::CTto::s :H .-Be it ftLrthcr cnaclt"d, That tl1c board of land 

commissioners a.rc hereby authorized to grant to persons claiming 

lands of thil> government, under the 20th section of th is act, n cer
tificate of their claims, upon the same proof being made to thrm 
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as is required of other claimants, stating in said certificate, the 

amount of land to which the claimant is by Jaw entitled; nt 
what time he or she nrri,·ed in this republil·. 

"StcTto~ 3G.-13e it further enacted, . . . • And the said 

patentee in nil C.tbes ,.hall pay ns go\'crnmenl fees the prices fixed 
by the colonization law of Coahuila nnd Texas in force at the 

time tlwy l'lllif:,rrnll'd to this country. And if they emigrated 

subsequently to the ~t·eond da} of )lay, 163.'), and pre,·ious to 

the declarntion of indt·pcudence, they shall be required to pay the 

amount fixed b) lnw passed by the congress of th..: ~tate of Coahuila 
and 'l'l'x 1s on till' nbon: date. 

"S~:cTtO~ 37.-Bc it further enacted, That the pn·sident of the 

rcpubhc be, and lw is hl·rcby authorized to contract for the sun·ey

ing, ond c.1nse to be un·t')'l'd, nt the expense ofthis go\'crnment, a 

suflicient quantity of land to satisfy the holders of all land scrip that 

mny hn,·c bL'Cil is Ul.'tl and !lold by this go\'ernment, ngrel•ably to the 

lnw in nll rellpccts. ~\nd the secretary of the trt•nsury is hert•by 

authori c·d to pay out of any money in the treasury, not other

wist! approprialt:d, the expenses which may accrue in completing 

such bUT\'l' )'~, prO\ itlcd it shall not exceed three dollars for each 

English lincul mile nctunll) run. 

"SttTIO~ as.-Be it further enacted, That \1 Iter<! two or more 

locations hn' c herdofore been madL' on, and til)el; granted for the 

same piece of land, or where the boundnriel; of dificrcnl titled 

surwys conflict '' ith each other, the party who lu1 · his title or 
order of suncy of ubscquent date, may, on proper showing of 

all the fact!!, and the certificate of n legal suneyor to the board 

of land commi~sioncr' of the county in '' hich the land lies, ltaYe 

hia former lith• cnncdlcd by said board, nnd a m·w order issued 

for his quantum of land, or so much then•of as shall be nlf~ctcd 

by the conflicting lines or boundaries mentiOIIl'd in this section. 

"RtcTto~ 11.- Be it further enacted, That audited claims 

ngain~t the republic of Tc:\ns shall be n•cci\'able in payment of 

public due~ on lands, pro,·idcd the benefits of thi~ Sl'Clion shall 

not extend to any one individual for a lorgt•r quantity of land 

thnn t\\o lcngul•:. and two labors: and nny offering to pay for 

c c 2 
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lands in audited paper on the govcmmcnt, shnll swcnr that he 
bas not pnid for ns mu<.'h ns lWI> leagues and two labor, in , ueh 

paper before, either by himself or his agent, whicl1 affida,it shnll 

be filed with the <.'hnirman of the bonn\ of land commis, ioncrs. 

" ECTIOS -12.-Be it further C'nnctccl, That all str..:ams of the 

ave~oe w;dth of thirty fert shall be considerNI nn\;gable stream. 

within the meanin~ of this at·t, so fnr up ns llwy retain tl1nl 

average width, and that thry shall not be eros, cd h) the lines of 

survey." 

Much confusion arose in the land offices through
out the republic under this law. It therefore became 
necessary to pass the following acts, to explain and 
amend the general land law :-

"By act pas ed by conb'l'Css December ·ith, 1839, the Jaw" 

gTanting bounty lands arc amended, so thnt all \\ ho have serwd 

three months, recei,·e three hundred and twenty; six montl1~, 

six hundred and forty; nine months, nine hundred and forty; 

tweh·e months, twelve hundred and eighty acres of )nnd. 

" By act of December l8tl1, 183 i, the soldiers disabled in 

the sen•ice of Texas, nrc granted a league of land. 

" By act pas~ed by congrrss Decem bcr 21st, 183 i, all persons 

actually engaged in the batt.lcs of San Jacinto, nil pen~onR 

wounded on the day previous to the battle, all pcr~ons dctnchcd 

to take charge of the baggage at the camp ncar llarrhburgb, all 

persons who entered Bexnr between the 5th and lOth of De

cember, 183.5, and who took pnrt in tl1e reduction of the snmr, 

are entitled to six hundred and forty acres of land, but no in

di\;dual can receive more than that amount of land if engaged 

in no more than one battle ; in these cases the certificate of the 

secretary of war is deemed sufficient C\idcnce of lhe fact. 

"All officers and soldiers of Texas in the sen·ice previous to 

the 1st of :March, 1837, whose families have since arrived or mny 

arrive before the I st of January, 1810, arc entitled to the same 
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quantity of land as t11cy would have been hnd their families emi

grotcd "ith them, n family, twelve hundred and eighty acres, and 

n single mnn six hundred nnd forty acres ; but if an emigrant, 

being n single m m, nt the time of emigrating, married previous 

to the 1st of October, 1837, he will be entitled to six hundred 

nnd forty acres. 

" By net pns ed by congress December 21th, 1838, land dues 

may be paid • l·ither to thu secretary of the trcru~ury, or to the 

pre ident of the board of lund commissioners, where the land is 

!lituatc. 

"Loc:~tions of oldier' claims and bounty lands, agreeably to 

the 21st cction of thc general land law, nrc declared valid ; 

but in no ca \' hall the holder of government land scrip be 

pt·rmittcd to lay claim in more tl1an one place. 

"By net of congress pas eel January 4th, 1 39, all free white 

emigrant. (hc:ulJ of famili~ ) ani' ing between the 1st of October, 

1837, nnd January lRt, 18 10, with a family, nrc entitled to six 

hundred and forty acres on pn) ing the usual fees. 

" The emigrant, to perfect his title to his lnntl under this act, 

must reside in T\•xas for three years, nncl perform the duties of a 

citizen, "lu·n he "ill reeei H' nn unconditional title, and no h·gal 

nlicnalion of the land can be made until the Lillo is perfected by 

the govenuncnt. 

" A single mnn emigrating to Tc:xas, above the age of sevcn

tt•en years, i' entitled to :320 ncrcs, under the same conditions. 

This also extcnd~o to muh·~ (rc~ident.~) "ho may reach the nge of 

sncntccn, he tween the dateli nbo' e-mcnlioned; but this docs not 

apply to fcmnll·s. 
" By act of congress, passl•d 26th January, 1838, citizens arc 

required to make returns of all lands held by them ns agents or 

rl•prcscntntive~ of others, nud upon lands so lwld by citizens for 

Treasury notes nrc rl·ccivcd in pnymcnl of go,·rrnmcnt dues, 

aml nil go\'l•rnmcnt l·lninu; should be paid in notes, ns they can 

be had nt a disl·nunt of 7;; }ll'r ct•nt. 
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aliens or absentees, a tlouble tax is le\"ietl : the returns to be madt> 

on oath. 
" The taxes upon unlocated land!>, held by citizens of Tcxn::., 

are as follows :-
Doll. Cts. 

A league and labor 5 00 

Abo;e one-third of a league l 00 

One-third of n len,nuc 3 00 

Sb: hundred nnd forty acres · 1 00 

"By act pas•ed by congress, 26th June, 1838, to amend tht 
general land lnw, the chief ju~tice of counties, the nppcllntc 
justices, and the county clerk, of each and cv('ry county, arc con
stituted the board of land commissioner; ; tl1e cl1icf just1ct• being 

president, subject to the pro\"isions of the gencrol land Ia\\." 

The number of acres granted by Texas, as set 
forth in the estimate of lands granted by .:\Ie;\ico 
under the state of Coahuila and Texas, and 
Texas as independent, amount to 15,000,000; 
and the laws of T exas under which these grants 
have been made, expressly provide that all lands 
held by actual settlers, acquired in confom1ity to 
Jaw, shall be free of all the conditions named in the 
Mexican laws, provided tl1c grantee sha11 pay such 
dues as were payable to the recci,·er of public 
monies appointed by the supreme government of 
l\Iexico to receive the land revenue of the slate of 
Coahuila and T exas, and remaining unpaid, to the 
receiver of public monies for the republic of T exas, 
within six months from the opening of the land 

Soldiers' brad right~ nnd hounl) Iande, at(' cxcmptccl from 

taxation. 
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offices of Texas. Thus far the laws of Texas are 
in all cases consistent with the primary land laws 
of Mc:x.ico: and from the 27th of October, 1835, 
when the first Texan decree was promulgated 
rclath·e lo the disposition of the public lands 
of the republic, her laws from that date must 
be considered as supreme; and it is only when 

Ic'-.ican concessions or grants are repugnant to 
the supreme laws of the federal government of 
1\fe:x.ico, that the supreme laws of Texas touch 
the \'alidity of the 1\Iexican titles; consequently 
titles issued by the Mexican authorities to sitios, 
and league:, of land ; these, being the smallest grants 
ever made by ~Iexico, are most unquestionably 
good, but all eleven-league grants arc illegal con
ce sions, and will never be confirmed by Texas. 
But the distinction between the valid grants and 
those declared null and void by the constitution of 
Texas can be readily seen by reference to the pri
mary land laws of 1\Iexico and Coahuila, and 

Texas.• 
I haYe been most particular in shaping this por

tion of my work in order to show the Yat;ety of 
sources \\hence the land titles of Texas have been 
derived; but my earnest advice to those who 
think of in\'csling money in land in Texas is, not to 
purchase any land in that country except the ori
ginal titles have been duly confirmed by a patent 

H(•c AppcncliJ.. 
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from the Texan government; and it is, moreover, 
necessary for the vendee to search the registry of 
the land office of the county or district in which the 
land is situate, and where all lines, mortgages, and 
judgments on landed property are duly registered. 
On the purchase of land it is also advisable to have 
the deeds of conveyance recorded in the land ofllce 
without loss of time, in order to preyent a subse
quent sale of the land by the vendor; indeed to be 
secure, it would be better to record the deeds pre
Yious to the payment ofpurchase money. 

ASSESSED TAXES. 

The direct taxes, established by the Texan con
gress in 18 10, on real, personal, or mixed property, 
is one-half per cent. on valualioll of assessors ap
pointed by the county courts; and the permanent 
taxes are as follows :-

Poll ta.-..es for every white man, per annum, 1 dollar. 
If the owner be a non-resident of the republic, one per cent. 
No land to be Yalued at less than one dollar per acre. 
Wholesale mercantile establishments, 100 dollars for licen:.e, and 

one-quarter per cent. on the amount of goods sold. 

Retail mercantile establishments, 100 dollars for license, and 
one-half per cent. on amount ~;old. 

If wines or ipirits be vended in less quantities than one gallon, 

250 dollars, or quanti lie" not less than one: gallon, 100 dollnrs 
additional. 

Auctioneers, two per cent. on amount of sales. 
Agents or brokers 100 dollars for license. 

Tavem-kCCJ>ers . 250 , 
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.Boarding-house keepers and rcst.nurn-

l<'urs, not t>elling ''inc or ~>pirils 

Billi:ml-tablc 
50 dollars for license. 

Thcnlrc 

Mu~cums nnd <:xhibitions 

Race-course 

All money lou ned out at interest, onc-hnlf 

per ct•nt. on the nmount loaned. 

Each white mnlc in the n .public, over 

21 nnd under l :i years of ngo • 

Each mt,'l'O under 1.:; • 

.. 
" 

oYer 15 and unclcr 50 

0\'Cr 50 • 

Each cnrriag._., tltllc, or pleasure horse 

250 

200 

50 

100 

1 

1 

3 

2 

All neat cattle, except 25, l 0 cents. per head. 

~t.nllions st;mtling for the "cason, a tax 

cqu.nl to the price chnrgctl for the 

en on. 

Each pleasure c.'\rringc, per whc~l 
, gold " 11tch 
,. 11ih·cr wntch 

, pack of pln);ng crud , sold,lonned, 

or gin:n nway . 

I 

3 

3 

.. .. .. 

.. 

.. 
" .. 
.. 
.. 

.. 
.. 
.. 
.. 

In case of neglect or refusal to pay any of the 
above rates or taxes, the assessor reports the person 
who neglects or refuses to pay such taxes to the 
secretary of the treasury as a. defaulter, and he, 
immediately on the receipt of the assessor's 
report, forwards the same to the judge or ma
gistrate for the district in which the defaulter 
resides, and the said judge or magistrate issues 
a. wa.rrant to distrain for double the amount of 
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assessment, with costs. 1 o summons 1s issued 
to bring the party who refuses or neglects to pay, 
before the judge or magistrate for the district in 
which he resides, to show cause why he refuses to 
pay said taxes; nor has the assessed any appeal 
against an unjust assessment of assessors. 

TIJE CO.M:\10~ LAW OF TEXAS. 

The common law of England was introduced 
into Texas by act of congress, 1 ·10, subject to 
modification, and is now in force, except in cases 
where it conflicts "ith the existing statutory or pri
mary laws of the republic, which take precedence 
of all others. Therefore it may be seen that the 
introduction of the common law of England, 
while the common-law 'pleadings have been to
tally omitted, must render the common-law pro
ceedings of Texas a confused mass of irregulari tis. 
However, independent of any writ, by act of con
gress, 26th January, 1839, of execution or fieri 
facias, a citizen of the republic can hold his house, 
50 acres of land, improvements to the value of 500 
dollars, furniture to the value of 200 dollars, im
plements of trade or husbandry to the value of 50 
dollars, five cows, one yoke of oxen, or one horse, 
twenty hogs, and one year's provisions. 

CRDIINAJ, LAWS OF TEXAS. 

Her criminal code is founded on partiality and 
contradiction. The crime of murder is, as it were, 
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confined to one cla s (the whites); while the slay
ing of another class (the aborigines and negroes) 
by them is qualified. The slaying of a white man 
is held to be murder, and is punishable by death ; 
but the slaying of an aborigine, or negro, by a 
white man, is styled and deemed a justifiable ltomi
cid<', except in the case of slaying a negro, which, 
under aggrnvatecl circumstances, may be brought 

in a trespass, for '' hich it is almost impossible to 
get a court to award damages, under the common 
law, owing to the e\.istcnce of the statutory laws 

of trespass, '' hich arc prospective, and not retro
spective; and therefore cannot be applied to the 
act of slaying, which is, under the common law, 
a trespass; but the statutory law takes precedence, 
"hilc it reserves its pains and penalties, for the 
attempt to decoy away-interfering with-or steal
ing negroes, and not for the act of slaying, which 
deprives the citizen of his property in the slave. 

The pains under the statutory law for interfering 
\\ith, decoying away, or stealing a negro, arc death, 
Ctltting off cars, branding, whipping, imprison
ment, &c. 

The penalties, loss of citizenship, banishment 
from the state, and confiscation of property. 

STi\"\llARD OF TEXA~ ('Ol~S. 

The standard of all coins in the republic is the 
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same as in the United .. tates, by Act of Congress, 

J anuary 21, 1 39. 

"By Act of Congress, January 19, 1839, all cln.ims ngninst 
the go; emment issued pre\ ious to the I st of eJ>lcmbcr, 1837, 
and which ha;e been previously funded, shall bear interest from 
September l, 1 37 ; and nil cluimll issued subsequent to the 1st 

of ept., 1 37, shall bear interc~t from the l sl SL•pt., 1838; hut 
no promissory notes which mny be hereafter is~ued or pnicl out of 

the Treasury shall bear interest, hul the holders of !'uch promi::.

sory notes, not bearing interest, or bcnring interest, &hall be 
allowed to rccei>e the stock in the funded debt, bearing intcre~l 

of 10 per cent. per annum." 

The first issue of the promissory (( nolcs" of 
the government was made to meet the audited 
drafts on the Treasury, payable to order for scr\'iccs 
and articles for public use. These notes bear in
terest at the rate of 10 per cent., and arc now 
fundable by act of congress of J 810, in sums not 
less than one hundred dollars, bearing interest of 
10 per cent., payable semi-annually, transferable 
only at the Treasury, by self or attorney, and are 
redeemable by the government after eptember 1, 
1812, six months' notice being given. 

Second issue, " star money," are printed plates 
and are also fundablc, bearing interest at 10 per 
cent. per annum. Of this issue there arc many 
counterfeits : since they have been discovered, the 
government have issued copper-plate bills, bearing 
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the same interest, of which there are no counter
feits yet detected. The amount of notes issued 
by the go' ernment of T exas since the declaration 
of independence, is estimated at 3,000,000 of dollars. 

Government scrip, issued under act of congress, 
and signed by the president, in pieces of 6'10 and 
320 acres, in the names of 'William Bryan, Thomas 
T oby, D. " 'hite, R. T esslett, and J ames Erwin, 
can also be funded at 50 cents per acre, under act 
of congress, l\Iay , 1 3 , in the same manner as 
other claims on the government. This is the only 
species of land scrip that can be held by an alien. 

"Dy Act of Conwc'"• J anuary 21st, 1S:l9, the first and 
second nuditor, "ith thu comptroller, nrc constituted a tribunal 
fell' the l'Xnminntion nnd auditing all claims against the republic. 

They hnn~ tlw }lO\\Crs of a court of equity, where existing laws 
mnkc no provision." 

• o claim can be presented to congress, or the 
president, until they haYe been first presented to this 
tribunal. An appeal may be made from their de
cision to congress. 

By a r ecent order from the executive depart
ment, the court has been restricted to acting as an 
auditorial board for the examination of claims only, 

subject to the future revision of congress. 
The government securities in l\Iny, 1810, were 

nt a discount of 75 per cent. 
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'YHE~ an author is fully impressed with the justice 
of a cause, and the legitimacy of his views, ex
pressions are frequently used, in the heat of com
position, that some persons would deem any thing 
but impartial; and such is the conviction that 
would probably arise in the mind of the reader of 
the preceding chapters ; more particulat 1y if my 
real object, which is to undeceive my countrymen, 
by exposing the base misrepresentations of Anti
Anglo hirelings of Texas, be so disguised as to be 
unknown. However, in order to show that I am 
not singular in my views and opinions, and do not 
stand forward alone; but on the contrary, that 
there are others who, judging from facts, think 
as I do, on some of the most important subjects 
discussed in the foregoing pages, I have stu
diously collected from various and recent sources 
such opinions and facts as will enable the reader 
to see the correctness of my statements, and the 
fallacy of those that are opposed to them. · 
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The folio\\ ing arc some of the opinions of the 
French press ou the subject of 

THE TEX.\ N LO.\N. 

[From "La Fra11cc" 9/ll lu11C, 1811.] 

"Since the month of :.\Iorch last, several journals ha\'c pub

lished many npologctic articles on the republic of Texas. These 

articll·~, \\ hich bud for their object to call tltc attention of French 

capitalists to n loan for thut infant :;t.1te, were clothed in the 

mo t s<·ducth c tl'mt thnt language could l>ltpply, to create anew 

the t·nthu~insm that prcHtik·d on the subject at the Paris Dour c 

about two y cnrs ngo. The fertility of the soil, the beauty, power, 
nnd 'irtul of the inhahitnnt:~,-thc abundant n·,ources offl•rt'<l 

by the topographienl po~ition of the country,-thc softness of the 

climate, boundll' forl•,ts, 'irgin mines-nothing, in short, \\as 

omitted that could tend to l':\hibit in the most nttrncti\'C colours, 

the advantngc1 that would accrne to those who sltould participate 

in the lo.m to 1\·xus. If one were to implicitly bdicn• in these 

representation~, there can be no doubt thnl capitalists would 

be certain to invest their money with no olher benefit Otnn thnt 

of hn\'ing hnd the pleasure of obliging such young and virtuous 
republic . . 

"But in the mid~L of the crises which besiege the country, 

anticipating ourselns the necessity of n loan "ben commerce 

and public credit nrc parnlyzl·d b) disastrous fitilurcs, is it not n 

duty on the part of the pres:. really de\'otcd to the welfare of 

our country, to forewarn the public against the consequences 

that would rt•sult from Ruch speculations ? 
"The oflicinl document:. on "hieh nrc established the follow

ing remurks, compll•tdy dt•stroy tltc excitement for spcculntior1 

desired by the lynx-eyed rqJUhlicans. 

"There nrc' t\\ o cssentiul points to he examined. The first is 

the offer ~adc to congress by M. de aligny, minister of France 
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at Texns, to estnblish a line of French planters or cultimtors 

along the frontiers, as 11 li\ in~ barrier ~"'linst the Indian• (Co
manches.) The !lt.>eond is the announcement made by lh<' 

journals of the mission of Gcnerul llnmilton, in France, to ob
tnin the support of the minister in mising a loan of thirtr-. nrn 
millions, which Tcxa would employ, nt our expense, in nug
menting the value of the ndmirnble resources of her soil. 

"And the author of one of these articles exclaims with much 
sympathy, 'Here is a people, who, from the \\ atcrs of the Gulf 

of )lexico, extend their hnnds to us, nnd n.<~k to become our 
friends. Friends, alas ! we have not mn.ny in the world nt tltc 

-present day.' Again: 'Let us do something for the new "oriel, 
since we now pl:ly so !;mall a part in the old.'-Co stitutionntl, 

.i\Iarch 10. )lay we n.dd that the nationality of the Texans is 
endeared by the recollection of their heroes. It i. nffinnetl that 

the population doubles it'lelf e\·ery year-that the Texans hnw 

no debts-that they "ish to establish a credit on n scrupulou~ 
fidelity to fulfil their engagements, &e. Then, in considt:rntion 

of the commercial adt"antngcs that Texas can secure to Fr.mcc, it 
is concluded that the French cabinet ought to facilitate General 
Hamilton in the execution of his loan. 

" It is necessary that the CoT~Jlitutionllcl should be reminded 
that a. treaty of commerce htu~ been concluded between Texns 

and England, which stipltlatcs that that power shall be placed on 
a footing with the ·most favoured nations ; but it would appear 

that the adroit Texans have reserved to thcm~elves, in petlo, the 
right to grnnt 1pecial prioilegc1 to whoever shall accord to tht•m 

their millions, and that England would not be able to claim nn 

equal benefit from the~e exceptionable stipulations. 
" L et us see if the French cnpitali~ts may rely on the prefer

ence offered them by these young republicans-these colonizers, 
par excellence-this energetic and industrious race! The Texan 

race bns absolutely the same conAlitution, moral and physical, 

as that of the United States; and he must be "cry ill-informed 

who does not know that in New Orleans, as on tl•e frontiers of 
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Canada, the people of French oribrin nrc not the most beloved. 

(Sec the Morning Po.d of the 2nd and 15th of February last.) 
"T n a prosp.·ctus, !ligned by Gcneml Ilnmilton and l1is col

league )[. Burnley, circulated privately in London, in the month 

of December la!t, announcing the formation of an Anglo-Texan 

:1~socintion, we read 0!1 follows: ' In the COUT!'C of n few years 

tl1c influence of the Tl xan government, supported by that of 

England, will gih• the finn) blow to s)a,•cry. In all other respccls 

the P<' ople nnd the laws of Texas o.re entirely similar to those of 

Englnml. The pt'Oplc nrc the same Anglo-Saxon race, and the 

English tongue is th:1t of its government. The same constitu

tional freedom for prop rty is secured by the laws.' The object 
• of this association \HIS, first, to persuade the English to purchase 

and colonize the vncnntlnnds, at the price of fifteen shillings per 

acre; and, secondly, to effect n loan which should be cmplo) cd 
in the building of town!!, nnd in the construction of quays and 

ports to facilitntc navigation; in a word, to the achie1'cmcnt of 

n multitude of patriotic opemtions, Texas having no debt! 

"It is elc:1r, howt•n:r, th:1t the French people have not received 

the first nfft•ction. of Texa~; but they ought not to be too jealous, 

for England hn!l hn·n no l>ctlcr favoured. Ccrtu.in it is, that the 
finnncinl rc~rd'l of this young tate were fin;t proffered to the 

United Htnt<·, by 11hom tht•y were declined; then to H olland, 

'' ho apprt•cintcd them in like manner. llut, perhaps Paris is 

more susceptible than Philadelphia, New York, Dmsscls, and 

London. If the nch·antnges thus vauntingly put forth prove 

real, ought not the industrious genius of the people of this coun

try to posst·s uch a golden prospect of future good ? 
''111e Texan republic, it is said, has no debts, yet the presi

dent, in hi~ mcssn,:te to congress on the 1 t of No,•cmber last, 

say~, '"'c arc in ch·bt, nnd we ought to pause till the resources of 
tl1c country shnll be more nmply de,•clopcd,' &c. The remainder 

of the nwssagc clenrl) shows the necessity experienced by Texas 

for assistance from some quarter, whatever may be the condi
tions." 

D D 
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This journal then gives an exposition of the 
public debt of Texas, which corresponds with the 
statements made in pages 346-7, and then proceeds 

to say-

"In some documents which have been drown up, the Texnn 
population was declared to be two millions of souls. The pre
sident in the message already cited, says, ' Five ycars ngo, the 
population was scarcely 10,000 souls, but since that time it hns 
quadrupled.' That is to say, six months ngo, t11o Texan., In
dians, and sln>es amounted to 160,000 souls! It is, then, upon 
this population that ilic weight of tltc enormous debt will n•st ; 
namely, in principal, nt the rote of 39 dollars per bead; nnd in
terest at ilie rate of 60

1
0 ( 2 dollan;, 35 cents) per head on women, 

children, old men, and slaves. 
"'With respect to the project of estnbli bing lh;ng walls of 

French cultivators between the Texans nnd the Indians Coman
<'hes), we have iliat which the English hnvc not. In the 
month of January last, a company was formed in London, under 
the patronage of Geneml linmillon, for the culth·ation of lunds 
in Texas. )f. Henry Prater was the secretary. They have not 

succeeded since they came to us. 
" Looking nt the morn! guarantee of the debt, who would 

rely on the fidelity of the T exans to fulfil their ol>ligations? 
Ought we to adopt, as an example of tMir fidelity, their rebellious 
conduct toward~ 11/e:rico? or the punctuality with "hich tltey 
ha\·e discharged the interest upon their debts-interest which we 
have shown has ner;er been paid l or still more, in the offer uwcle 
to France of 'exclusive privileges,' bound as they nrc by n 
treaty with Great Britain, who will assuredly not suffer the 

slightest infraction of her conditions 1 
"Among the arguments offered in favouT of the Texan lorn, 

there is one which, in this money age, can scarcely he tlwclt 
upon without blushing; we allude to the immoral and anti-social 
policy of allowing the French cultivators to smuggle prohibited 
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good!! to the frontier:. of .Mexico and lhe United tntes. Dut 

thi~ shaml'ful traffic, ~>ince it hns been conceived, cannot, we say, 
be cnrri~d on. The enormous expenses, moreover, tl1aL would 
be incurred by the transport of merchnnclise from the Texan side 

beyond the frontic111, to sny nothing of lhe danger from the 
proximity of the Indians-how is il that thr Texans hn,•e not 

rdlcckd thnt the diJiiculty would he, not in com•cying mer
chnntlist• to the coast, hut in transporting it to ~[exico or the 

Unitt·d Smt~:cS under the l·yes of n '' igilnnt customs? And how 

can we helic vc that the L nitetl tnt.cs would suffer, on their fron
tiers, the exi tencc of n republic of smugglers 1 

" f n fine, if it hould tum out that General Hamilton should 
accomplish his object, and effect n loan, U'ho U'ottld bclicre that 

the one!Jrrouul be employed i11 developing the resources of Trxas ? 
We here again rclllm to the menage of the President delivered in 

Ja11 (aryla1t-n me age which announces that '~Iexico is making 
preparation to reconquer Tcxns'-a fact confimtcd by the 

hlcxica.n envoy here, nnd recently inserted in the Paris journals. 

Is it not, we a k, for the purpose of defending them~el\'es against 
this threntenecl ntt:1ck that tho Texnns require the loan they nrc 
dcJ:.irou!l of obtaining from the F fl•neh capitalists? And even if 
this menace should not be carried into effect, ought not Texas to 

pay for the nnvnl nm1ament she has purchased, discharge her 

public debt, or at len t the arrears of interest, before she applies 
n single fmnc to the culth·ntion of the soil thus menaced i 

" I n min do they tell us thnL this loan project is abandoned. 

It is n new snare to catch the credulous. E\·ery thing is secretly 

prepared. '\otificntion11, cxpostulntions, coupons, actions, &c., 
&c. nil arl' nndy to dazzle with the usual noise. But we hope 
we have Rucccl·dcd in putting public credulity on it~ gunrcl again:.t 

the sinister and mystified efforts thus incessantly employed to 

entrap the unsuspecting." 

This expose not only thwarted General Hamil
ton's schemes by opening the eyes of the French 

D n 2 
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people, but it also led the F rench pre s generally 
to take up the subject, and on the 11th J une, 1 11 , 
the subjoined article appeared in L a Presse :-

" THE T E XAN LOAN. 

"TJJE CO~l!ERCI \L DA:SK OF L.\FITTE AND CO:\IP.\:SY. 

"The project of a loan on the port of the republic of Texas, nl 

first publicly announced undt•r the auspices of l\L Lafill(•, lllt'n 

withdrawn after the declaration made by the l ;reneh gnvemnwnt 
in its official li;;ts, appears to be definiti\'cly and irrevocably 

abandoned. It is, however, not so ; and the bait is pre. ent£'d 

anew to the cupidity of stock-jobbers, ond the iJ:,rnorance of an

nuitants, with a charlatani~m unpnn11lclcd. 
" The question of national interest is the first point in which 

we ought to regard thh unjustifiable attempt. What! Is it at 
a moment, when our finances nrc deeply encumbered-the \·cry 

day after the Government and the Chan1bcrs have rc.:fuscd to ap
portion a sum for iron railroads, in the fear that the issue of 
vouchers with interest at 4 per cent., would create a competition 

in state securities-when the minister of finance is calling upon 

the French capitalists to supply our ddicits and secure our ser
vices-is it at such a moment, we say, that Paris is to be inun
dated with an issue of tl1irty-scvcn millions to benefit a forc:iJ:,"ll 
republic? And the banker who has the tcmc:rity to {>ri\·e the 

sanction of his name to this anti-national scheme, is M. Lafitte! 

M. Lafitte, who, after having succeeded in acquiring n long and 

prodigious popularity, would now make it appear that he is no 
longer proof against former delusions, the lost glimmcrings of 
which were extinguished at the l>otlom of the quarry of the 

Pla!terer'l Society and in the mines of Chaney Saint Steplle11. 
"But we tum from this part of the suhjcct, on which the pub

lic cannot be too sufficiently edified, and address our~eh cs to a 
rigid examination of the Texan loan, a dry inquiry, but nC\Cr

thelcss an useful one in a moral sense, anti more especially useful 
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for the e' il that may be n,·erted by the exposition. What is the 

destination of the loan l " 11at nrc its conditions? Wl1at the 

{;uamntccs 1 What i'i :\[. Lafitte's position in the speculation? 

Is the aflhir profiwblc to the borrower and the lender; or on the 

contrary, is it dhnstrous to both, and excellent only for M. 

Lnfittl' ? 
"The loan, say· the prospectus, is destined to the extinction 

of the old dl·bts of Texas, which nrc represented by the bond~ 

issued durin~ the war with :\[exico, and by n debt contracted 

\\ith the Unitl·d 'tate~ hank. In consequence of these dispo

sitions the liquidation of the Mt'xicnn debt ought, in reality, to 

turn to the n1h nnta~c of the English, who holcl the securities. 

Thi is a r,·~ult that ought ncccssnrily to folio'~ the act of media

tion of tlu~ lllh of Xovcmbc:r, 18 10, between :\Iexico and Texas, 

interposed at the inst:mce of the British gon:mment. This act 

!tipulatcs, in elfect, that ' if the republic of Texas shall obtain, 

through the ml'<liation of her Britannic ~fujesty, on armistice and 

a treaty of peace with :\[e\.ico, she will con-col to charge herself 

\\ ith one million sterling (:!.'),000,000 francs) of the foreign debt 

contracted by the rqmhlic of :\[exico.' 
"The dcstinnti11n of the money demanded by :\[. J,afi tte of 

the F rench capitalists is thus fixed by the document just cited, 

the result of which is, that the loan to be raised in Paris will bl! 

turned to the benefit of our excellent allies the English. 

"The loan is to be di\·idcd into 37,000 bonds of 1000 francs 

each, tlm~ n·prl' enting n nominal debt of 3 7,000,000 francs. 

These bonds n.rc to be dh bible into 37 series, redeem<~ble at par, 
hy an unmml "ithdra\\ ing of at least 1000 bonds. The capital 

advanced for each bond is to be only 7.JO francs in c'\changl! for 

titll• to 1000 francs. The annual intere~t is to be G per cent. on 

the nominal amount of the bond. or the produce of tlw nego

tiation, flO pl:r cent. only of the nominal capital (.JOO francs per 

bond) will be lodged with the Texan govt•rnmcnt, a tletluctiull to 
be made of 0 per Cl'nt for the first year's interest. The :!5 per 
cent. of the surplu~ will be rcser\'l•d as an account current by 

M. Lafitte, to be placed at the dispos:~l of the Texan govcruml'llt 
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after the liquidation, in capital and interest, of one-fourth part of 

the loan. 
"The mcchnnism of these combinations surpasses every thin~ 

that could be conceived by the most cunning usurer in n privntu 

transaction, ns the following calculnlions will dcmonslmtc :-

" Thcrepublic of Texas dcli,•crs 37,000 bond!! of 1000 fmncs, 

representing n capital of 37,000,000 frnncs; but on each bond 

750 francs only arc to be advanced by the sul>scriber. H ere, in 

the onset, is a loss of 25 per cent. to the borrower on n sum of 

9,250,000 francs. uch is Combination the first! 
"Tbe interest stipulated at 6 per cent. to save nppenrnnccs, is 

due, and ought to be pn.id on the nominal sum and not on 

the amount advanced. The fictitious rate of G per cent. is 

thus in reality placed by that of 8 per cent. Combination the 

second! 
"Of the sum of 750 francs nd\anccd by the subscriber, 250 

fr:mcs are to be remitted to the borrower at a very remote period, 

probably not \e:;s than nine yc:1rs. Here is then a second sum 

of 9,250,000 Crones, which "ill not reach the Texan republic. 

This sum of nine millions two hundred and fifty thoU3and francs is 
to remain, for at least nine years, in the hands of M. Lafitte. 

Combination the third ! 
" Of these 9,250,000 francs 11ot at the clisposnl of the Texan 

republic, she pays to the subscribers six per cent. interest, while 

)f. Lafitte, in his account on this deposit, allows POl. a per cent. 

The borrower thu~ loses a clilfcrcncc of interest of two per clnl. 

for at letUt nine years on this croormous capital, which he is pre-

• This 'combination' reminds me of one of the many instances 

of succe:.s that attended the late Mr. Rothschild's financial opera

lions. In contracting the Brazil loan of two millions, Mr. R. 

made net .£89,000, viz. two per cent. commis&ion, ~ JO,OOO, and 

the first half-year's divideuil, Cii!),OOO; the contract ha~in~ been 

maile in J anuary, 182.i, with interest from the l st of October 

preceding, whereas he issued it with interest from the 1st of April, 

1825 !-~. D. At . 
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eluded from mnking usc of in nny manner whatever. Here is a 

renl loss of two millions. Combination the fourth I 
" In fine, on the finy per cent. of the loan at the disposnl of 

the n•public, the interest of the firtil year, six per cent. is retained 
in aduu1ce. The borrower thus paying interest upon interest. 

Combination the finh I 
" So that in reality by reducing all the above ' combinations' 

to thtoir simple and true meaning, the Texan government will 

rl)ccivc only liO francs net for every obli{:,rntion of 1000 francs; 
in other word~, I ellS than a moiety ! I s not this the act of n child 

that tlescrn:s bani"hmcnt l 
" Let us 110\\ plncc before the render n veritable picture of the 

annual ehnrgc which Texas thus imposes upon herself by tlus 

loan:-
Francs. 

1. Redemption, at par, of 1,000 bonds every year 1,000,000 

::!. lnll'n'l>t at G per cent. on one moiety of the loan 
( I ~.JOO,OOO francs) 1,110,000 

:J. lntcn":lit at (j per cent. on one-fourth of the loan 

not contributed by sub~cribers .J:i:i,OOO 

I. Loss of 2 per cent. interi)St on one-fourth of the 

loan, remaining in trust in Lafitte's bank . 185,000 

f>. Commissions to )f. l.afittc, which can be at present 

only named as \Iemornndum 

2,850,000 

"The Texan Exchequer will then have to pay every year the 
&urn of 2,8.)0,000 francs for a capitnl of 16,280,000 francs, \\ hich 
it will bare reet•ivcd at the rate of ·110 fmncs for each of the 
37,000 bond~ issued. In a word, if Texas fulfil her engagements, 
she \\ill ba\'c redeemed at the end of six years n loan which will 

oppress her in n decreasing ratio, we admit, for tllirty-sct'Cil years! 
" The prospectus announces that the produce of the customs, 

and fi,·c mmions of acres of land nrc to be specially set apart as 
the gurunntco for the loan. But, in the words of 1\I. Lafitte, ns 

c:xprc~sed iu the firsl edition of the prospectus, from some 
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inexplicable moti,·e carefully omitted in the ~ccond, 1 What is the 

product of the customs of a country born yt.$lerday ?' " lmt im
portance can attach to the commercial relations of Texas, after 

the tedious wnrfaro it has sustnincd, nnd will doubtles'i yet haw 

to sustain ~oain. t ::\Ic.xico? 
11 The five millions or acres gi\'en as a guarantee for thirty-seven 

millions of francs, represent a value of 7 francs 10 cents per acrl', 

( 18 frnncs 28 cents per bcctnrc). Dut is this estimate of 7 
francs 40 cents. the precise value of the land l I n a wortl, if it 

were desired to sell the fi,·e millions of acres, would it be c:t y to 

realise 37,000,000 francs? Certainly not. In order to ghe 
nn undue importance to this part of the gunrnntl'C1 ){. L'lfitte 

estimates the acre at i fmncs ·10 cenU; ; tJlis being the computa
tion which exactly covers the amount of the lonn. Dut, by the 

side of ~I. Lafitte's allegation~, we have those of a company 

formed for the sale of lands in Texas, "hich affirm that i fmncs 
40 cents per acre is much too high a mte, considering the . nles 

that have been already effected by that government. There j.,. 

something still wor:.e, namely, that the lands sold by go\•cmmcnt 
may be sold with their public liabilities, which are wortJ\ only 2.) 
per cent., and which go\'cmmcnt will be obliged to take at pnr. 
It necessarily reloults from this circumstance that the lancls suhl 

by government at the rate of 2 I francs per acre, will be l>cltcr 
disposed of than those sold tmbjcct to the loan guu.rontL'C at the 

rate of 7 francs 10 cents. Since the purchaser at 2 I fmncs will 

be free from the public liabilities, Lhc effect of which i;~ n loss of 

1:5 per cent. 
11 Finally, as to the solidity of tJ1e security. uppose the mluc 

of the ceded land should cover the whole of the loan, there would 

exist a still !>tronger reason for inquiring into the nature of the 

property. Texas is a country 1 born yesterday,' a country in a 
state of rebellion, which was conquered by the success of its arms, 

a sort of independence which ha!l been acknowledged by n few 
nations scarcely two years. h there uot good !,'l'Ound for antici

pating that Mexico will renew the contc~t? Nay, but recently it 
was announced that ) Iexican troops were actually on their mt\rcll 
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abP:tinst Texns to recommence hostilities. I n such a cnsc what 
would then become of ' the beautiful and fertile lands'-the 
public domain \\ hich, according to ~[. l-afitte, is to !tim alone a 

SOtlrce of immcnJe wealth ? ' Vhut, we ask, will be the fate of that 

country to "hich mo:.l of the public journals im ited attention 

some months since with a zeal which reminded one of those 
halcyon dny · when n well-known financier disposed of a part of 

the pr~ss for the purpose of puffing o[ the Spanh.h loans? 
"Thl· pro~p1:ctus i:; indited in the most seductive terms, and 

doc~ not disdain to employ a falsehood for the purpose of hn,·ing 
it bdievccllhat tlu: risk of the lender i& reduced to 50 per cent., 

and lbal tile redemption qf the capital and inltrcsl i&, during tlte 

fird fire yrar1, complrtel!J prottctcd against all casualtic.,. 

" llow could Lafitte's bank have dcsccndt..-d to such means to 
allure the confidence of the credulous ! How indignant must 

every one f~·d on reading sentences fraught with such formal 

n sunmcc , the utter fa! chood of which is apparent upon the 
slighll.'Sl examination. We h:l\ e written the word and we repeat 
it. IT I~ r.\L t: TII ,\T TilL ltJSK 01' TilE LLSDLBS IS Rl:Dt>C£0 TO 

urn l'I.R cl!~T. lt is nbo false that the rrdcmption of the 

capital und interest may, during five years, be COlllJ)letcly pro
tl·ctcd from all caJualtie& if the Texan government should not 

fulfil it!! engagements. 
" \\ e sny to those of \\ bom the money is solicited, that the 

ri•k is upon the whulc sum subscribed, and that the papuent of 

the interest oml ca})ital is not secured for five years. 
"II. D." 

It appears also from the following article, pub
lished in the 'l'imcs of August 31, 1811, that the 
Texans themselves think that a loan would not 
extricate them from their present embarrassments, 
but on the contrary, that it would involve them 
beyond all redemption :-
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" At New Orleans the money market was quiet. The Spt'Cil

lators in Texan clllTCncy (paper) would not pay the prices that 

bad formerly ruled, prcmi~ing that the loan would ne\·er be com

pleted ; and that if it was, no part would be made nvailnble to 

pay off the outstanding liabilities of the republic. 
" On the subject of the Texan loan n private letter has been 

recei,•ed from Gah·cston, which, originating as it docs from the 

Texans themselves, shows tbnt while their neighbours are doubt

ful ·whether they will get the lonn, they themselves nrc not 

anxious for the completion of tliC obligation, nod nre fnr from 

satisfied at the accommodation n.ffordcd them by their friends in 

Paris. The conditions of the loan being, thnt Tcxns il> to rec._i,·e 

7.30 francs, or about 150 dollnrs for shares of I 000 francs, or 200 

dollars, paying 6 per cent. on 3.3,000,000 fmncs, mortgnging her 

custom revenues for ten years, selling 3,000,000 acres of her be l 

lands, and lea,ing the depo it of 2.3 per cent. for two years nt 

Lafitte's for the further guamntce of the shareholders, the calcu

lation is made a.~ follows :- The amount of 3.3,000,000 francs is 

set down in dollnrs at 6,510,000, (the nominal amount being 

7,000,000 dollars,) from which, deducting the discount of 25 per 

cent., the sum of 4,882,500 dollars is left. This is the Ynlue at 

75 per cent. ; but again deducting the sum which is to lie for 

two yearn at Lafitte's, it is reduced to 3,2.35,000 dollars, (for 

which they have to pay two years,) the remaining 1,627,500 

dollars is to be paid at. the end of the two years. Thus they say 

they borrow 3,25.3,000 dollars, for which they have to pay two 

yenrs' interest, amounting to 8 10,000 dollars, or nbo,•e 13 per 

cent. per annum, lea\·ing in their hands 2, 11.'),000 dollars. The 

arrival of the remaining part of the loan will give them 1,0 12,000 

dollars, for which they ""'ill pny a yearly interest of 120,000 dol

lars. After this detailed ca!Clllation n hope is expressed that lbc 

loan, which is regarded as an infliction instead of a blessing, may 

never reach Texas." 

In order to obtain money, even on the ruinous 
terms set forth by L a Presse, the proposed treaty 
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between England and Texas, which was to silence 
the Mexican cry of justice, was brought forward, 
aml every effort was made to induce the world to 
belie\'e that the treaty had been duly ratified by 
the two contracting parties, my Lord Palmerston 
and the adroit slave-holder, General Hamilton; but 
the treaty beln,•cen England and Texas, of which the 
following is a correct copy, has not been mli.fied, 
nor can her Majesty's government entertain any 
proposition to that effect in the face of passing 
events, and "ith such a beacon as that contained in 
Lord Durham's report on Canada. 

"TREATY OF CO:\l:\lERCE AXD NAYIGATI01 BE
T\\ EE~ THE REPUBLIC OF TEXA AND GREAT 

BRITAIX. 

" Tur. R(public of Tl•xns nnll her ~Injcsty the Queen of the 

United Kingdom of OreaL Britain and Ireland, being equally 

dc~irous of nfibrding every facility and encouragement to their 

respective citit.en~ and subjects engaged in commercial intercourse 

"ith each other, have nominated u.s their plenipotentiary to con

clude a treat) for thi purpose, that is to soy: 
" Tho H.epublic of Texas, General James Hamilton, &c. 

&c. 

"And her ~fnjcsty the Queen of the United Kingdom of Great 

Dritain and Ireland, the Hight Ilonournble Henry Jolm Yiscount 

l,nhncrllton, Baron Temple, n peer of Irclnnd, a member of Iter 

llritnnnie )[njc!>ty's most honourable Privy Council, a Member 

of Parliament, Knight Grand Cross of the most honourable Order 

of the Both, nnll lwr Britannic Majesty's principal ecretary of 

Stole for Forcib"ll Afiilirs : 
" Who, uftcr hn\'ing communicated to ench other lhcir respect-
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ive full powers, found in good nnd due form, hnvc ngrccd upon 

and concluded the follo,,;ng nrticlcs :-
" ARTICLE 1. There shall be reciprocal liberty of commrrce 

:md navigation between nnd amongst the citizens of the R epublic 

of Texas and tl1e subjects of her Britannic Majesty ; and the citi

zens or subjects of the two countries respecti\'cly, shall not pny 

in the ports, harbours, roads, cities, towns, or places "hatsocvcr, 

iu either state, any other or higher duties, t.nxcs or imposts, un

der whatsoever name designated or included, than those "hich 

nrc there paid by the citizens or subjects or ilic most favoured 

nations ; nod the citizens and subjt•cts, rc~pcctivcly, of the two high 

contracting parties shall enjoy the same rights, pridll·gc , liber

ties, favours, immunities and exemptions in matters of commat·c 

nod navigation, that nrc granted, or may here .flcr be grnnlt.'d, in 

either country, to the citizens or subject:. of the most f.woured 

nation. 
" Ko duty of customs, or other impost, shall be chnrg:!tl upon 

any goods the produce of the country, upon import.ntion by ~en 

or by land, from such country to the other, higher than the duty 

or impost charged upon goods of the same kind, the produce of, 

or imported from any other country; and tho Republic of Texa!l 

and her ~Iajcsty the Queen of the U nitcd Kingdom of Grrnt Bri

tain and Ireland, do hereby bind and engage l11em~clns not to 
grant any fa,·our, privilC'ge, or immunity, in matters of commerce 

and narigntion, to the citizens or subjects of nny other bl<tte which 
shall not be also and at the same time extended to the citizcnq or 

subjects of the other high contracting party, gratuitously, if the 

concession in favour of that other stale shall have bo:en brraluitou~, 
or on giving as nearly as possible the same compensation or equi

valent, in case the concession shall have been conditional. 

" AaT. 2. Xo duties of tonnage, harbour, lighthouse, pilotage, 

qu:uantioe, or other similar or corresponding duties, of" hatcvcr 

nature, or under whatever denomination, sl~all he imposed in 

either country, upon the vessels, or upon any articleM the growth, 

produce, or manufacture of the other, in respect of voyages be

tween the two countries, if laden, or in respect of any voyag<•, if 
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in ballust, which sbnll not be equally impo~t'd in like cMcs on 

national vcssds, nnd in neither country shnll nny duty, charge, 

restriction, or prol1ibition, be imposed upon, nor nny drawback, 

bounty, or nllo,,uncc be withheld from any goods imported from , 

or t'Xportcd to, nny country in the vessels of the one country, 

which shall not be equally imposed upon or withheld from such 

goods, when so imported or exported in tho \'esscls of the other 

country. 
"AnT. 3. The citizens nnd subjects of ench country shnll enjoy 

full Jibuty to go to the ports and harbours of the other country, 

where otlwr forcignns nrl! allowed to enter, to unlade their mer

chandil.c therein, to hire and occupy houses, and peaceably to 

conduct their rc pccti\ e trades and professions. 
" The hips or wnr of both countries, respectively, shall have 

the liberty to enter frcdy and touch nt all such ports in each 

country into '' hieh the ships of war of any other nation nrc per

mitt~·d to enter; ~ubject, however, to the rebrulntions, laws, and 

stntutl' of the r( pectin countries. 

"AnT. l. The ~tipulations of the present treaty shall not be 

considered as applying to the navigation and carrying trade be

tllcrn one port nnd another, situated in the dominions of one 

contracting party hy the 1esscls of the other, as fnr ns regards 

passengers, commoclitiell, nnd articles of commerce. Sucl1 navi

gation nnd transport being reserved by each contracting pnrty to 

national n~:.. ck 
"AnT. 5. The l1igh contracting pnrtics reserve for future ne

gociation, nl such time ns they may mutually agree 11pon, tl1e 

condition upon 11 hich the trade and nn1•igation shall he rt'gu

lakd between the lh·publie of Texas and her Britannic Majesty's 

colonial po~scJI ions in Europe, Asia, Africa, nnd America. 
"AnT. G. Whcrl•ns in the present state of Texnn shipping the 

Rt'puhlie of Tcxns would not enjoy the full benefit of the reci

procity intended by this treaty, if no I'Cssclwcrc to be admitted 

into British ports as u T exan YCSscl, unless it had been built 

within the t~nitory of Texas, it is therefore agreed, thnt for the 

space uf l'ight Yl'nrs, to commence from the date of the exchange 
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of the ratifications of this treaty, any vessel, wheresoever built, 

being bona-fide the property of, and wholly owned by, one or 
more citizens of the Republic of Texas, and whereof the master 
and three-fourths of the mariners, nt least, are naturalized citi

zens of the said Republic, or persons domiciled in that Republic 

by net of the go\"ernmcnt ns la\\ful citizens of the Texan Repub

lic, to be certified according to the laws of thnt country, shall be 
considered as Texan vessels. H t•r Majesty the Queen of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and lrelund, rcscn·ing to her

self the right, at the end of the said term of eight years, to rlzLim 

that the pro,·isions of the British navigation act relati\"C to the 
nationality of foreign \"csscls, shnll be strictly applied to Texan 

\"Cssels in British ports. 
"A..aT. 7. The consuls and vice-consuls of each country !.hall, 

within the territory of the other, enjoy all the rights, privill'~Cll, 
and immunities which arc accorded to such functionaries by the 

law of nations; and it is provided that in the ports of cnch 
country, especially, the authorities shall brivc n1l due legnl as,ist

ance and protection for the apprehension, mfe kccpin~, nnd deli

vering of all deserters from the ships of war and tmding n sci. of 
either country; and all the powers and privileges gmntcd in re

spect to the matters to which the stipulations of this article rdatt•, 
by either of the contracting parties to any other nation, !>hall be 
granted by such contracting party to the consul, vice-consuls, 

shlps of war, and trading vessels of the other. 
"ART. 8. If any ships of war or merchant "·csscls should be 

wrecked on the coasts of either of the high contracting partie , 

such shlps or vessels, or any parts thereof, nncl all furniture 

and appurtenances belonging thereunto, and all goods and mer
chandize whlch shall be saved therefrom, or the produce thereof, 
if sold, shall be faithfully restored to the proprietors, upon bt·ing 

claimed by them, or by their duly authorized f,Jctors; and if 

there are no such proprietors or factors on the spot, then the said 
goods and merchandi.~:e, or the proceeds thereof, as well as all the 
papers found on board such wrecked ships or vessels, shall be dc

Ji\'cred to the T exan or British consul, in whose district tho wreck 
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mny hove token plnce; nnd such consul, proprietors, or factors, 

shall pay only the c.xpt·n~cs incurred in the preservation of the 

property, together with the rate of salvage which would have been 

payable in thl' like en~ of a \neck of a national vessel ; and the 

goods and merchandize snvcd from the wreck shall not be subject 

to dutie., unless cll'arc<l for consumption. 

"ART. 0. The exercise of the riles of religious worship and 

frl'Cdom of conscience, shall be reciprocally secured to the citizens 

and ubjccts of Cal'h country, by the go,·cmmcnt of the other. 

The rights of st'pulturc ~hall he reciprocally accorded by each of 

the contracting partie to the other; and there shall be no law 

pa cd by either gon:mmcnt that shall ,;o)ate the rights of pro

perty, or limit the power of bequeathing personal estate by will 

or testament. 

"The citizens or subjccb of tl1e one country rl'siding in the 

other, 11hnll not bt· linblc, under extraordinary warrants or other

" i c, to compulsory sen·iccs, or to forced loans; and on nil 

que lions affecting the rights of persons or property, tl1e courts 

of judicature of the one country shall be impartially open to the 

citizt·ns or . ubjt•cts of tho other. 

" In the c\'ent of war between the contracting parties, the citi

zens or subjt·cts of the one country residing in the oth<.'r, shall, 

rcciproeally, ha\'c twel\•e months, uflcr a formttl declaration of 

the !lame, to depart with their property and effects, and without 

nny hindrance or di~turhnnce whatsoever. 

"AnT. 10. The pr<.'sent treaty, when the same shall hn\'C been 

ratified by the Presi<lt·nt of the H.epublic of Texas, by nnd with 
the ruhicc nnd the consent of the scnntt', and by her Britnnnic 

Majc•.ty, shall be binding and obligatory on tlw <.'Ontrncting par

ties, for eight years from the date of its signature; and further, 
until the expiration of twelve months afler one of tl1c high con

tracting parties shall ha\·e notified to the other an intention to 

tcnninnte its duration. 
" It is furtlwr ngre<.'cl, that in twch·c months nfi<.'r one of the 

l1igh contracting parties shall ha\'e received from the other such 
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notification, this treaty, nncl all U1e stipulations it contains, sha11 

cease to be obligatory upon either party. 
"ART. 11. The present trenty shall be rntificcl, nnd the rntifi

cations shnl.l be l'xchanged at London as soon as possible, within 

the space of nine months from tll.is date. 
" In witness whl'reof, the respective plenipotentiaries hnve 

signed the same, nnd affixt-d thereto tl1e senls of their arms. 

"Done at London, the thirteenth dny of No1·embcr, in the year 

of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and forty. 
(Signed) "p \l.'IERST0'0 1 [r .. s.) 

(Sign~:d) " J. IIuuLTOS, [1..s.]" 

I here subjoin the cogent remarks of the Afom
ing H erald of October 1, 18 11, on the subject of 
the foregoing treaty. 

"Lord PalltTIIon's successful Diplomary!-"\\hen the late 

Foreign Secretary . ignt-d the treaty recognizing the indrpenrlcncc 

of T exas, which has not yet been ratified, nllhough Lord Palmcr

ston illegnlly appointed n consul-general to Texns, he contempo

raneously signed a convcntion 11 ith the Texnn ~:nvoy, !ltipulnting 

terms on which peace should be eonclucled, by the intervention 

of Great Britain b~:twcen Texas and the mother-slate, Mexico, 

and the independence of the former by the latter. Nearly t11l'l\'e 

months ha1·c since elapsed, nncl not only have pence :mel the re

cognition not been concluded between Mexico and Texas, but 

war is on tlle point of breaking ouL afresh, nnd Dritish meclinlion 

i'l wholly repudiated even by imbecile Mexico. The T exan 

powers, to ratify tlle treaty of recO!:,'llition and commerce, have 

been ir. London six months, and the ex-minister never ratified n 

document of which be boasted in lhe H ouse of Commons; yrt 
Lord Palmerston has the vanity to talk of his successful 

diplomacy!" 

Lord Palmerston, seemingly apprehensive that 
his treaty with T exas would not stand the scrutiny 
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of his successors, before leaving the Foreign-office, 
amongst the last of his official acts, appointed the 
m~ananimous Captain Elliot, of opium celebtity, to 
the office of Her l\1ajesty's Consul-general in Texas. 
His lordship has thus done all in his power to clinch 
the recognition of Texas ; but as his lordship was 
throughout over-reached by General Hamilton, and 
led to acknowledge Texas upon grounds false and 
delusive, contrary to every British interest and in
ternational right, my Lord Aberdeen ought not to 
be fettered in his review of the whole bearings of 
that most disgraceful treaty. Those who have 
read 1\Ir. Richard llartnel's pamphlet, entitled 
Texas am! California, will find that, in the opinion 
of Le Co11slilulionel of Paris, of 1Oth March last, 
Lord Palmerston's treaty with General Hamilton 
left a loophole for the Texans to offer certain spe
cial privileges to France •, and that the Texan Land 
Company of Exeter Street, b·and, scrupled not 
to represent the British Government as lending a 

• " On pretend que le General Hamilton offrc unc franchise 

complete nu commerce fmn~ais. Lcs Tcx icns ont, a In verite, 

conclu nvec l'Anglctcrrc un tmite par lcqud ils s'cngngenl u Ia 

trailer sur lc pied de lu notion In plus fnvorisec. lis sc sonl 

reserve, ccpcndnnt, lc droit cl'nccordcr des privileges specinux u 
quiconquc leur offrirwl des nvnntnges cquivalcns, et I'Anglctcrrc 

nc scrait pas fondec i\ rl-clamer lc blinr ficc de ccs stipulations 

cxct•plionncllcs. J,o Texas dcvicndmit, pour ainsi dire, unc 

colonic frnn~nisc, mnis unc colonic indcpendantc, s'npportcnnnt a 
cllcm6me cl nc nous colltnnt ricn." 

EE 
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sanction to emigration to T exas • . Many other 
proofs might be adduced of the artful and tortuous 
policy pursued by the Te~ans, but those I have 
quoted most interest the honour of H er Majesty's 
government, and arc quite su!Iicient to justify Lord 
Aberdeen to reconsider every ground and allegation 
made by General Hamilton, whereby he committed 
Lord Palmerston to the acknowledgment of Texas. 

If, after a careful review of the "hole circum
stances, Lord Aberdeen should find that the ac
lrnowledgment of Texas cannot be revoked, the 
appointment of a diplomatic agent there will follow 
as a matter of course; but that agent assuredly 
should not be Captain Elliot, or any other indi,·i
dual unacquainted with the Spanish language, and 
true bearings of the question between l\lexico and 
Texas. The recognition of Texas is a great e\ il ; 
but supposing it an evil unavoidable, it is much to 
be desired that the representative of Her Majesty, 
at the seat of the Texan government, should be 
a man of sense, of principle, and experience,-not 
a pro-slavery and anti-aborigines man,-but one 
likely to have weight with that government, and to 

• " Such are the prospects offered by General Hamilton and 

.:\Ir. Burnley to the authors of this papt·r, and communicatt•d by 
them confidentially to their friend!!; on the one hand, a nucleu~ 

for the fonnation of an Anglo-Texan Land Company, under the 
faint sanction of the British and Texan Go\·crnmcnts!!! "-Sec 

Texas and California, page 1 f). 
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exert his influence in disposing it to adopt a policy 
compatible with the rights, peace, and safety of its 
neighbours. If the course of Texan lawless aggres
sion is to be stopped, and peace with Mexico ncgo
ciated, Her Britannic Majesty must not be repre
sented in Texas by any visionary enthusiast, be
lieving that the world is to benefit by the extinction 
of !Uc·dcnns and Indians, and the substitution of 
Anglo-Saxon Americans ; or that the :Mexicans are 
to be made happy and prosperous by carrying the 
frontier of their Anglo-American ~poilers into their 
close vicinity. Such monsb·ous ideas have indeed 
hccn mowed ; but Richard Ilartnel, in his pamphlet 
above quoted, has well exposed their glaring ab
surdity, and they nrc not likely to haYc much weight 
with so refined and experienced a diplomatist as 
Lord Aberdeen. 

It is not for me to make suggestions to his lord
ship; but from the terms in which I heard. Mr. 
Crawford im ariably spoken of in Texas, and. from 
his intimate acquaintance with the language, and 
all the relations and interests of the Mexicans, I can
not help admitting that there is much truth in what 
1\Ir. Richard IIartnel says of him. In the pa sage 
quoted in the next page he obviously alludes to my 
present work, but he is incorrcrt in saying I resided 
in Texas as many months as 1\Ir. Kennedy did days, 
or that I pretend lo any literary eminence. The 
reader, therefore, will only consider the following 

E E 2 
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quotation as of importance from the just testimony 
it bears to :\Ir. Crawford. 

" I appro>e hlghly of the object of ~fr. Kennedy's book on 

Texas, in the sense explained by himself in the first and ninth 

paragraphs of hls letter in the Timts of yesterday. How far his 

written work bears the impress of such a spirit, I will know better 

when I have read his book ngnin in connexion with that soon to 

be published, of a literary gentleman much more recently nnivrd 

from Texas t.han ;\Ir. Kennedy, and who, I learn, has !!pent a~ 
many months there as Mr. Kennedy spent day~. ''When the lnttrr 

comes out, without knowing its contents, I chnlJcnge n compa
rison of my veracity with that of .Mr. Kennedy or ~[r. Nicholas 

Carter; and it so happens that an authority, to "hlch the \\ orltl 

will attach much more credit than either, can be app .. aled to. 

I refer to J. T. Crawford, Esquire, Ilcr Majesty's Con ul to 

Tampico, who, I am told, arrived by last packet. 
"It is understood that tlmt gentleman visited Tcxns ns a com

missioner on the part of the British Government. From the 

hlgh opinion entertained of his character and talents by Ute 
British merchants of Tampico, it is evident that !Ier Majesty's 

Government could not confide to better hands the care of Briti~h 

interests in Texas, and, amongst others, tltc right of the Mexican 

bond-holders to certain lands there, ' the deceptive character' in 
the Mexican transfer to which, M:r. Kennedy claims some credit 

for exposing in his book, as well as the superiority of the ' en

lightened commercial and financial principles of Tcx:\S, as con

h-asted with the fiscal barbarism ofMex.ico,'-of which more anon. 

"::\Ir. Kennedy cannot object to Mr. Crawford up<>n the 

ground of being a kinsman of mine. I cannot boast of him in 

that near relation ; but his upright and honourable character is 

not unl..--nown to me. Like Mr. Kennedy, ' I love to enable my 

readers to appreciate the trustworthiness of my views and opi

nions, by adducing the testimony of others.' In this spirit I 

•t 
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referred ~fr. Kennedy to my cousin William, of Monterey, (of 

who~c respt·ctnbility, his old partner, H ugh M'Culloeb, E squire, 

No. 0, Crescent, Minories, London, can inform him), to Captain 

llnll, of ~ressT!I . ll all and Boyd, Drcczer's H ill ; and to "i\fr. R. 
Walkinshaw, of Dumngo ; and in Otc same spirit I now refer to 

~Ir. Crawford." 

I have already dwelt at some length on the 
commercial prospects of Texas, and the absurdity 
of attempting to alter the existing state of things 
in Mexico, or the United tales, by entering into 
treaties with the lawless and impoverished Texans. 
Yet I am willing to admit that many radical errors 
exist in the present fiscal policy of :Mexico, as the 
following correspondence, which appeared in the 
1llomiug Chronicle of the 12th of October, 1811, 
"ill amply demonstrate:-

"The intelligo.mco we announced on the 5th instant, of the 

proceedings in ~[ex.ico, proved correct. The subjoined letter 

from a panish merchant in T cpic, conveys some useful informa

tion regarding the \'icws of the Mexicans on their own political 

reforms, as well ns on their \'iews wiOt regard to Texas. W e 

cannot for a moment believe that the government of the United 

States would sanction any piratical inroads upon the T exan ter

ritorieA; and look with regret upon the rc~olulion said to be 

entertained by the ~Icxican government to attempt the reduction 

of Texas.• 

• Y ct the fact i!l, the rebellion of Texas was wholly achieved 

by piratical n<hcntm ers from the United tales, whose go

vernment not only permitted, uut connived at their inroads ; and 

we tiel' no more renson to regret thnt 1\lcxieo should cllcct their 

l'X pnlsion, than that Ureal Drilain shOltld have cllcctcd the expul

sion of similnr p1rntes from N avy lsla11d. 
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"The letter, of which we subjoin n translntion, is 3ll fol
lows :-

"' Ttpic, 191,\ J uJy, l8H. 

" ' D EAR FRIESD,-1 enclose the document:~ \\ hich you nsk in 
your esteemed fnYor of the 15th of April. 

" ' Trode :Uong Utcse coasts is very much depressed on 
account of the abundance of goods, nnd the scandalous contnt
bnnds which nrc pcrpetroted. I n n politicru st·nse we nrc in a 

bad position, but the nuroro of n better dny brightens upon us, 
because the idea has become gcneml that our :;y:;tcm of finance 
requires a total reform, carried to the extent of extinguishing nil 

motive ror, and profit in clandestine introduction of goods, untl 

thnt the constitution itself requires to be re\ i. ed, with the \ ic\~ 
of reconciling the Ulitrali!t a11d f,·dcrnl parly, of s..'ltisf) ing the 
rutcmtions required by the di:.scoticnts of Yucatan nnd Tub .. sco, 

and of establi.~hing a popular, united, nntl strong gov~;mmt:nt. 
" ' The only thing wanting to carry into dll:ct this rcforoJ is, 

that some one of our milit.lry chit:fs of rcputution should proclaim 
himself the lender of the movement, \\ hich, frum the prepared 

stale of the popular mind, would. spr<:ud. our tlll' \\hole r~:puhlic 
with the rnpidity of tho 'three: guarantee$' of Iturbide. up

posing the reforms once verified by the unanimous voice of the 

Mexicans, the ne\V govcmment would be nble to execute the 
fixed and determined will of the nation to reduce ilic rclu.:llious 
colonists of Tex:lll, and to expel beyond the Sabine the pirutcs 

who ha\·e then. intruded from the United States. They do not 
fail to make upon us n silent war ('guerra zordn ') along the 
whole frontier; they endeavour to insurrectionize the states uf 

N ew /1-/e~ico, Cl,i!tualtua, and C(l/ijor11ia; they foment disorders 
every where ; they interrupt our commerce, and occaljion great 
expenses to the public treasury, to the great prljudice of r..:mit
tances for the English dividends. 

"' As much as we ourselves ure English merchants, and 
English holders of )Jcxican honcl:. intcn•stccl in the pacification 

of Texas, because in time of pl·nee our seven millions of &ouls 

should consume more tlum GO,OOO,OOO clollarl! of goods ) early, 
upon \lhich \aluc, t.upposing an ncl •·alulfm tlut v of 30 per cent. 
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only, the trcnsnry ought to receive eighteen millions of dol

lars yearly, "hich amount ... uflices to pny all branches of the 

public sen icc, nnd b£>siues the English dividends in full. But 

,dthout the reduction of Texas nothing of this will be possible; 

for ewn though n~ the instance of England, we should recognize 

Tex11s, our p~·nce "ith lwr would never be more than nominal ; 

nc\\ adventurers would pour in from the United Stutes, nnd their 

robberies, mpinc , nnd contrabnnds, would continue all along our 

frontier, lc~1 ing us no other nlternntivc but either to repel them, 

or nllow our dvcs to be exterminated h) slow degrees. With n 

population of the cln thnt occupies Texas, the observance of 

pacts nntl trc:llic i impos:;iblc, ns you know to your cost, by 

"hat happened to yourselves in Canada. There is not a :\lcxi

can "ho clues no~ know this, nor one who woulcl refuse to con

tribute to l fleet the fl'tluction of Tl·xas. You recommend u · 

pcacl~hut whnt 11 pence ? With the pirates \1 ho have intro

dnc d themselves into our territory, calling thcmsl'lvcs Texans! 
Would )Oil yoursl.'ln'S do as much were the question Canada? 

Be ju t, yc friend of Great Britain. 
"• Excuse this politic.'ll Sl'rmon,' &c. 

"lly the nccounts, via the United States, '' hich we published 
nn the 5th in tnnt, it aptwari that ll~e writer of the above letter 

1\ns so far t"orrcct in his views, thnt t\n>nty-four duys afierwnnls, 

namely, on the 12th of Au;.,•ust, tho popular movement com

menced in (iuadalaxum, nnd thut General Paredes declared in its 

favour, ut the hcnd of the garrison. 
"The charucll-r of nll tiUCh movements dl'pl·nds mainly upon tl1c 

chnracll'r uf the ll ader, and the objects .1spirl·d to. As to thl• first, 

we nrc infunm:d th.1t (h·neml Paredes y Arillnt,"l\ i~ himself of good 
family, and married into tl1:1t of Cortez, one of tlw most rcspt•ct

ahlc in the l'apital u[ Xalisco ; that he is a man of cducution and 

honour; a vetnnn \ldl knm1 n to the army, and throughout the 

n•puhlic gt•ncrally. ll iM said tlhlt the mowment is pret'onccrlcd 

with wmc of the most wl·althy merchants and landowners of tht• 

n·puhlic; that the principal t•hiefs of the urmy nrc nn strnngers 

to it, and that \\hill till l·onventinn b ch-liht•ratlll;.\ upon till' 
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rcfonns required, General Santa Anna will be calkd to administer 

affairs with dict:~torial powers. 

" The obstinacy with which t11c Mexican Chambers hn\'c 

adhered to their obnoxious 15 per cent. consumo duty is said to 

have precipit.nted this movement. I n fact, nothing can be more 

opposed to every principle of sound political economy, Umn the 

financial system hitherto pursued in Mexico ; nor can llll) tl1ing 

tend more to demoralise t.he whole population of the const, to in

jure the Mexican revenue, retard its agriculture, nnd cmmp their 

mercantile relations with this lllld oilier commcrcqu nations. 

" W e beg to prove our position by n few examples: 

1 00 dozen Pullicate handkerchiefs, cost in Glas

gow, 5s. 

Add 15 per cent., to cover expenses to Vern Cruz 

.£ '· d 

25 0 0 

3 15 0 

£28 15 0 

Equal, at 4s. the dollnr, to 140 dollars 15 cents. 

''Duties le,ried on the same:-

Import duty of 1d. SOc. per dozen, on 100 dozens 

Duty of 1 per cent. on Mexican valuation 

, 5 per cent. cousumo, paid in Vern Cruz 

" 15 per cent. consumo, paid in the interior 

DoU.CL 

150 0 

5 0 

25 0 
75 0 

Dollnrs 255 0 

" I n this case the duty is ncnrly double the prime cost and 
charges to Vera Cruz. 

100 yards cloth, of fifty inches wide in L eeds, at l Os. 

per yard 

Add 15 per cent. for all expenses to Vern Cruz 

Equal to dollars, say . 28.Jd. 50e. 

£ '· d. 

50 0 0 
7 10 0 

£57 JO 0 
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DolLCL 
1 mport duty of one dollar on each ynrd on of 162 

~quare ynrds, to "llid1 I 00 nrc reduced 162 0 

5 40 

27 0 

80 0 

Duty of I per cent. on :\lexicon valuation 

.. 

.. 
5 pt-r cent. consumo, paid in \'ern Cruz 

15 per cent. consumo, paid interior 

Dollars 274 40 

"In this CO$C the duty is nearly ns much as the whole prime 

co~t and charges to Ycm Cruz. 

I 00 pil·ccs chintz, l of 28 yards in Manchester, 

nt 13s. . 

lrdd 15 per cent. for charges to Vera Cruz 

£ '· d. 

65 0 0 
!) 15 0 

Equnl to dollars, sny 
£74 15 0 

370d. 75c. 

Import duty of 3 dolhus 75 cents on each piece, 
per Ulrilf . 

Duty of 1 per cent. upon Mexican value 

.. 

.. 
5 per ccnL. con~umo, paid in Vern Cruz 

15 per cent. consumo, paid in interior 

D.!IL Ct. 

375 0 
12 50 

62 50 

187 50 

Dollars 637 50 

"In this cnse Ute duty is nearly twice the whole amount of 

Jlrime cost of charges to Vera Cruz I Dut the Mexican mode of 

calculating the duty is worthy of observation. As an illustration, 

let us take the 100 ynrds chintz :-

The amount of the importation duty is 

This they augment 233} per cent. 

375 0 

875 0 

Making 1,250 0 

to be the value on which they culculnte the other per-centages. 
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"Thus 1 per cent. upon 1,250 tlolln~. is 3! per cent. in 

reality. 
Thus 5 per cent. upon ditto, is I G~ per cent. in reality. 

Thus 15 per cent. upon ditto, ill 50 11cr cent. in reality. 

"Under such n system contraband is sure to flourish; not 

even the power of the Dritish government cottld extinguish it ; 

and hence we need not be surpri!wd thnt the :Mexican govern

ment never receives more thnn one-third of the duties that nrc 

nominnlly levied; that Lhc two-thirds nrc ~hnrcd between the 

merchant nnd their own employ[:,,; nntl thnt goods nrc often r.dl

ing at prices le .• s than the duties to which they nrc sul>ject by tariff. 

In ~Iazatlan, lnst spring, domestics [)fnnt.ns] \\ere scllinb rduty 

paid] nt 1 ~ reals the 'vam,' on eighteen monilis' crl·dit. This 

outra.:,aeous contraband prc\·ails more on tho Pacific tl1:m it docs 

on the Alnntic coast, and hence cargoes go round Cape Horn to 

Acapulco, ~an Bin~. )[nzatlnn, and Gunymn , '' hich nrc de tinetl 

to be there introduced under these frauds on the public rl·,·cnuc, 

nnd aftenmrd:; to supply the markets in the interior, ami even 

on the Atlantic coru.t. Under the prt·vakncc of a system l'O ntin

ous to the ports of Y era Cntz nnd Tampico, the bond-holders nn~li 

not wonder at ilie small amount of the sixth parts of dutit.os there 

received, applicable to tl1c payment of their dividends. 

"It is to be hoped that Sant.n Annn \\ill for ever abolish these 

abuses." 

The accounts of the 5th of October, alluded to 
m the foregoing article, arc as follows :-

"/llorni11g Chronicle, October 5, 1811. 

"From ~Icx.ico very important news has been recci\'cd hy 

way of the U nitcd States. Ot nern.J Paredes, at the head of thl' 

garrison Guadalaxarn, had declared in fn\·our of imnll'dintl'ly 

convoking a national comentiun, with the view of arranging all 

differences bctY.ccn thu federalist nnd ccntruli~l parties, tu rl'-
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incorpornt<: Yucntnn into the union, and to concentrate the whole 

milit.try furcc of the republic upon Tcxns. 

"The ~lc:xic:tn gon:mnwnt llns sent public notice to their 

ngcnt~ in Europo nml America, that they will expel from Cali

fornia nil partit.os intruding there \1 ithout regular passports ; and 

that parties bu) ing lnntl:; in T~:xns, nnd accepting titles from tltc 

rebel gon:nuncnt, cannot recognize nny such titles." 

l\Iy zealous endeavours to obtain and perpetuate 
the opinions that have been written on this im
portant subject, have not been confined to the 
European press, as may be seen from the annexed 
extract from the Ilonduras Observer, June lGth, 
1 11. 

"THE.\TY WITH TEX.\ '-SL.AYERY. 

"AnTt<' I.IS 5 ru11l ;. The trc.tty of ll:t\'igation nnd commcrt'c 
l.1tdy puhli heel hct\\ccn Grcnt Britain and the republic of Tcxa~, 

is coned\ ed in the usual spirit of reciprocity, which, with some 

Inter impro\'emcnts, the '' isc policy II uskisson ]t;!,rttimntbwd 

among kingdoms, to which 'anning and the ~uccelilii\'e :.ires of 

commerce ga\'C life, nncl which promises to bring forth nmny 

wealthy and peaceful descendant:~ betwixt the connecting families 

of nations. It is h) such tics that man will be bound by the 

brother tic, of nmity "ith man, and that sister countries "ill 
unite us natural friends, which, in the fooli:;h antipathies of old, 

\'icwed t'ach other as natural foes. But a great deficicncy in the 

treaty "ith Tcxns, is the want of some l;tipul,ttion n•garding 

slavery. Whilst it wn.c; n province of the ~lcxiean ft•dcmtion, 

slavery wa!l nboli hed; it is now re-established by the adven

turers from tht:: t.; nion, "ho provide-
" That the con1,rrcss shall! not have the power to emancipate 

slnvc,; nor shall nny 11l:l\ e-holdl·r be nllowed to manumit, with

out the consent of the lcgislature, unless he shall send the shn e 

without the limits or the Tl'}lltblic. 
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" That no free person of Africnn descent, either in whole or in 

part, shnll be permitted to reside pcnn:mcntly in the republic, 

without the consent of the congress. 
"That the admission of negroes, except from the United 

tales, is for ever prohibited, and the importation of them de

clared to be piracy. 
" The same practical sanction must now be extended to Brazil 

and other slave-holding states. 
"The B ritish treaty with Mexico, by Article 15, stipulates

" A aTlCLE 15. The government of :Mexico engages to co

operate with his Britannic Majesty for the total abolition of the 

slave trade, and to prohibit all persons inhabiting \\ithin the ter

ritories of )fexico, in the most effectual manner, from taking any 

share in such trade. 
" Is a slave cscnping from or by a vessel to Jamaica or Ba

hamas, to be delivered up as a deserter? Is the exception by 

the laws of their constitution against free persons of African du

scent to be extended to British-born subjects? T here is not on 

expression in the whole treaty that gi\·cs the t:mallest di coun

tenance to the slave traffic, or on which England may build a 

future prorision; and well docs B ritain know bow little it can 

trust to the mere internal Jaws of slaYe-holdcn. Here is every 

encouragement to the breeding and rearing of slaves in the 

southern states of Virginia, Carolina, and Georgia, for sale, not 

only to the southern planters, but for export to Texas, a separate 

and independent republic. What difference docs it make 

whether they come from Africa or the Union, except tlu1t they 

speak our native Englillh, and arc trained for slave work 1 Is not 

the Union hereby carrying on lhc slave-trade from its own terri

tories into iliosc of another republic-Texas? Is tl1crc any 

piracy declared on their exportation from the latter to Cuba or 

elsewhere ?-None. 
" Here is a neighbouring country to which the discontented 

English planter can emigrate with facility, and enact all the 3cencs 

of the old tragedy anew I "England was in this treaty the in-
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drpcndent p:trty, \\ ho ·c recognition wns anxiously sought, nncl 
1/le ougM to hrwc stipulated that no lnw affecting colour (whether 
with the consent of congress or witl10ut it) should militate ngninst 

any of her subjects from Africa, the West Indies, Britain, or 
cL ewherc. The que lion is not about colonies, but all may sec 
the influence that '\ill predominate in cnsc the high contracting 

panics hould cur enter on future negotiations relative to her 
Majrsty's colonial possessions in the W est I ndies, ngreenhly to 
thr 5th nrticlu of thi!i trenty. Look to the spirit that pervades 

the \\hole Ame-rican Union, and to t11e exclusion of Hayti from 

thrir rommercc nnd tliplomacy. 
"I~ngland has in this treaty with Texas ceded her 'vant.1gc 

ground, and briven her tacit approbation of slawry to new slave 
con titutions, and to all the various sl1ndcs of ci\'il intolcmncr, 
disability, rcfu al of education, and denial of the natural rights 

of humanity." 

T he latest authentic information of importance 
that has been received from Mexico, I have ex
tracted from lhe Times of the 11th of October. 

" Falmouth, October 0.-0n the 5th instant, we aclvised the 
arrival of the Pl·nguin packet from 1\lcxico, with dates from em 

Cmz to the 17th of August, and this morning we bad a further 
arrival from the same quarter, by ilic Alert packet, which sailed 

from Tampico on the 10t11 of August, Vern Cruz on the 2nd of 
eptembcr, and J favannah on the 17th of rplember, with 310,000 

dollars on frcigllt. ' Ye hove, consequently, sixteen days' Inter 
intelligence by this vrssel, \\hich, howc,'er, principally refers to the 
pronunciamento "hieh we noticed as having broken out at Gundn

laxnrn, in favour of a reduction of the conlUIIIO duty. It now 
appears that General Paredes, who is at the hend of the snid 
moveml'nl, having effected a reduction of the duty in question in 

the state of Jalisco, demands further, the deposition of the present 
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go~ernment, lhe formation of n ne\\ congre~s (to be occupied · 

exclusin:-ly with the redsion nnd rcfom1 of the constitntiun), nnd 

the election of some influential man "ho, im·cstcd "ith extm

ordinary powers, should tnke tl1e reins of go1·crnment till the 

proposed measures nrc effected. In consequence of tht•st• pro

ceedings, General ... anta A nnn, who was residing on his t·statc at 

Ycrn Cruz, is-.ucd a communication to government, prayin~ them, 

in consideration of the justice of the demands of Gencml Paredes, 

to suspend any hostile measures against him, indmntin~ nt the 

same time, his (General Santa Anna's) resolution to second the 

plans of Paredes, should gon•rnment not be disposed to lbt.:n 

to them. On , nnta .\ nna's Jientinn·nts h ·in~ known, as \\ell a-. 

from his being commnndant-gennal of \ l rn Cru1, the eh il 

authorities of that city imnH·clintl·ly pronounc• d in f.1vour of the 

new order of thint:"s; whcn•upon tht Gtncral imml'diattly marrla~d 

for the fortrc. s of Perote (on the rood to )fcxico), to trcngtht·n 

his position. V\nnt impression this {mt'tllc made nt the seal of 

go1·emment was not known, as the accounts n·nd1rcl the capitol 

at the moment when the cxpn·ss for the coast l..ft, hut it \\ lh 

generally considered beyond n doubt that it would tt-nd tn tilt' 

abolition of the con3umo duty. \Ve regret to announce the dt·ath 

of Lieutenant Dawson, of the Alert. 

"lly letters from ~Iexico of good authority, it is kno11 n that 
that government on the 1Oth of August, sent instna·tinns tn 

General :\rista not to have any communit·ation with the T t•xan 

commissioners cxpectcd at Montcn·y, cxu·pt on the basis of lnth

mission to ~Iexico. The ;\£ exican congress has pas~t·d n law 

admitting, free of duty, for the term of ten years, coa.ls for tht· 

usc of her ~Jajesty's steam-packets; Kuch concession bC'in~ gr.mtt-cl 

only for lhc coal~ used hy that particular :;en icc, 11 ith n pro1 iso 

that it may cease before the ex piratinn of the term, pruvitlcd lht· 

mine:; of the republic shall ) idd a l;Uflieit•nt quantity nf coal. 

" 'ith respect to the recently declared inc.lcpendence of Ynt·atan, 

the :.\lcxican minister for foreign affilirs strongly protestli against 

jt, and against all that may be done in that territory again~l 
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the intt'hrrity of the :\fexic:m republic, and repudiates all con

tracts that may he entered into with the insurgents." 

" ' hen speaking of the Texans, I have always 
described them as sanguinary gamesters, and cold
blooded assassins, and the following extract from 
the columns of the 1lfoming Cla·ouicle, October, 

1 11, indisputably bears me out, and I can claim 
for myself the fullest consolation of the old Latin 

prorerb-

" ~fngna 'ait:ts ct pra:,·alcbit." 

"From '1\·xn \I ll lenm that one J .tckson, n·,idt•nt in ll arri~on 

county, h:ul cmlln\ccl the arn·sl of Jml~e ~l'lh•nry, who tried 

him; thnt the friends of the jtulgc killed Jackson, and that a 

large pnrty uf Jacks(m's frit·nt!s immcdiatdy went uut, and hung 

the the friend, of tht• judge, who had killed Jackson ; the 

11 lwlc n•prtst·nting a ft•arfullragcdy !" 

I take the above from a letter of "Publicu ," of 
Philadelphia, the "ell known Yeracious correspon
dent of the 11foming Chronicle. 

'Yhile in the act of compiling the foregoing sup
plement, I rccci' ed from an authentic source the 
folio\\ ing account of a "Big Talk" with se,·eral 
Indian chiefs in T exas, in presence of ller Majesty's 
Conc;ul, (.Josrph T. Crawford, Esq. ) al Tampico, 
which may be interesting to the reader. 

"E.trly in ~f.ty, Hl;Ji, a d:t) or l\\u nftt•r the upcning of the 

Congrrss, at the cit) l'f J l l!uston, scrcral tribes of Indians being 
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encamped in the splendid forest which covers the undulating 

ground, on the opposite side of Buffalo Bayou, where the city is 

situated, a 'big talk' wns arranged with the president, General 
Sam H ouston, nnd the cabinet of T exas, at which ~[r. Crow
ford, who wns then upon his visit to that country, wns in,'itecl to 

be present. 
"The 'talk' wns held in U1e 'White H ouse' ofTexns, General 

H ouston's residence, then a log cabin, consisting of a passage or 
hall, open at both ends, and a room of very moderate dimensions 

on each side. 
" On the nnn.iversary of the battle of Snn Jacinto, (21.t of 

April,) a lofty flag-staff bad been erected in ::\Ia.in-stn:ct, nntl, on 
this occasion, a splendid silk ling of U1c new republic "1't1\.S, for the 

fin;t time, displayed from it. 
" Around this flag scverol hundreds of I ndinns and Squa:u 

danced a grand war-dance. Such ex.lubitions have been too often 

described to require a particular account here. They bq~nn mo\

ing round the centre like so ronny radii, ns is done in the Flo\\ cr

dance when represented on the stage, accompnnying the move
ment to a dull and monotonous sort of l1umming mu ic of their 

own voices, which becnmc quicker and quicker till they got into 
very rapid motion, with shouts and yells occasionally, and, a.ll at 

once, they stopped, and suddenly dispersed. After this, the 

chiefs adjourned to the ' talk.' 
''These consisted of some si.x elderly and very sedate grave 

gentlemen, who were seated around a table, and communicntcd 
through nn interpreter. Tho latter appeared a very intcJiigcnt, 

middled-aged mnn, and seemed to possess the implicit confidence 
of the chiefs. In presence of :Mr. Crawford, they were made to 
intimate their friendly disposition to the new rulers, and received 

assurance of their protection in return. Gencralllouston, having 

ordered the interpreter to inform them U1at there wns an officer of 
their Great Father across tho water present, in the person of )fr. 
Crawford, they expressed their disbelief, by looking, ns it were, 

melancholy, serious, and all shook their heads. Gencral lluus-
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ton then 11 ked )[ r Crawford to stand forward, and took down 

hi ptr. Crnwford' , 1morcl, which, being an old one, such as 

u cd to be \\Om in the navy, had a cro"n and anchor on the 

hnndlt. Lpon se(·ing these emblems their doubt seemed to 

Yani~h. n they nll stood up, and one by onl', in the mo~>t com

po ('(! manner, t•xamincd tho sword carefully. They then rc

turnrcl it, muttt•ring two or thn'l' wonb; all bowed their brads, 

ami, in tokt•n of a' cnt, uttcn•d n sort of 1 ugh.' I mmediatdy 

nftcnHtrd:o, the oldest ad,·ancl·cl to :\[r. Crawford, took him by 

the right hnncl, und commcncl·d n sort of manipulation up the 

nrm, gm.'>ping it trongly, us if feeling the muscles at short clis

tl\llc£' quite up to tlll' shoulder. :Mr. Crawford was desired to 

do till• likt• to the ,.dl'rtln chil•f, which be did . lie had to go 

through l·Xnctly the amc ctrcmony with all the other chief~, 

t·mling "ith thl youngc:.t. After the whole was ended, it was 

c.xplainccl to ~Ir. tn"' forcl that he was recognized to be treated 

as n dticf hy th tr tnbc , ancl that he wn~ kno'm as such, and 

\Wuld be o n·cciH~l should he pass their country. o ended 
I the 'l'nll.:, I 

" l n till' afternoon the pre~ents wt>re deliverrd, and in~>tant dis

tribution romml'UCL'<l, each carrying away his respecth·e share. 

Tobacco ~cttn(·tl, of nll the articles they received, to be the most 

t•stccmctl. Dnmkcnness then begun, and at last Genentl llcm~

ton hatl to ,uld round to the liquor ~>tores to request that no 

mnrc whisky should he sold, which had the effect of inducing 

them cptietly to retire to ' thl'ir camp, but the woods rang nearly all 

ni~hl "ith tht>ir ydls. Among:;t thrm was a ,·ery finely formed 

yonth, "ho ''ore thl· large silver badge which was giYcn to his 

father by (it·neral J nck~on, whnsc faithful guide he had been for 

years through the intricate wilds of the 1 far west.' " 

In the preceding narrative the reader will not 
fail to observe the respect paid even by those Indians 
of the south to their u Great l\Iother " (our gracious 
Queen) across the water. Their acquaintance with 

F F 



the emblems of British royalty, and their readiness 
to admit Her ~Iajesty's representative, ~Ir. Craw
ford, to the rank of a chief amongst them, arc no 
less remarkable. These facts confirm my opinion 
(stated in page 235) of the practicability of Great 
Britain and Mexico combining to form trealieg 
with, and ci,ilize these children of the desert. A 
universal partiality to Great Britain pervades the 
whole of the Indian tribes, from the lakes of 
Canada to the plains of Mapimi ; and the o
rnanches, Apaches, and others of the south, from 
long experience, have learned that the Mexicans 
are much kinder neighbours than the United tatcs 
or Texas. It may be questioned how far, in 1837, 
these Indian chiefs would ha,·e assured General 
Houston of their friendly disposition to the new 
rulers of Texas, had he nol very adroitly contrived 
to make the representative of British majesty 
appear a party to the arrangement. At the presenl 
moment, the enormities committed by the Texans 
have obliterated every vestige of kindness, and a 
war of extermination goes silently on. 
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DECLARATION 

Of Tim PEOPI.L OF '}'gXAS, AND PROVISIO 'AL GO

\ EH"11 '\ r, PllOU. \1\li.W A~D ADOJYrED 1~ GE~ERAL 
CO'\\ I '\'1'10'1, lll:.LD A'l' SA. FELI PE DE AUSTI~, NO
\" DrBJ.m 3, I S;J,j, 

DECI. \lt~liON OF Till. J'LOI't.E OF Tl XAS IS 0£1-0P.R \f, 

co-..\ L!\TIOS AI'SI"IBLED. 

Whereas (irneml ,\ntonio Loprz de Santa Annn nnd other mili
tnry chieftain , ha\'e, by force of arms, overthrown the federal 
institutions of ~!cxico, nnd dissolved the social compact which 
existed b l\h'<'ll Tcxns and the other members of the )fexicnn 
confcdcrucy; now the good people of Texas, availing them
selves of their natural rights, solemnly declare-

lat. That they ba\'C tnkcn up nrms in defence of their rights 
:mel liberties, '' hich were threatened by the encroachments of 
milit<~ry despots, nnd in defence of the republican principles of 
the fedeml constitution of ~l exico, of 182-l. 

2nd. Thnt Texns is no longer, montlly or civilly, bound by 
the comprll't of union; yet, stimulntecl by the generosity nnd 
sympathy common to n free people, they offer their support nnd 
assistance to such of the members of the Mexican confederacy 
11!1 will take up nrms against mi1itnry despotism. 

3rd. That tlwy do not acknowledge that the present authori
ties of the nominal ,;\lexiean republic hnve the right to govern 
within the limita of Texas. 

4th. Thnt they ''ill nnt cense to cnrry on wnr n~inst the 
said authorities, whilst their troops nrc within the limits of 
Texa!l. 

5th. That they hold it to be their right during the disor
ganization of the fl•dcral -ystcm, and the reign of despotism, to 
withdraw from the Union, to establish nu independent go\'crn
menl, or to adopt such measures us they mny deem best cnlcu
lated to protl'ct their right~ and l iberties; but that they will 

F F 2 
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continue faithful to the ~[cxican govcmmcnt so long ns th'lt 
nation is e:o•emcd b\· the constitution and lnws that '' ere formed 
for the gon:mment of the politit•al associ:ltion. 

6th. That Texas is re~ponsible for the expcn~cs of her armies 
now in the field. 

ith. That the public faith of Texas is pledged for the pa~ ment 
of any de btl> contracted by her a~t·nt~ . 

8th. That she \\ill reward by donation;.. in land all '' ho 
10luntccr their sen ices in her pre;cnl struggle, and rccche tht·m 
as citizens. 

These declarations we solemnly 3\'0W to the world, and call 
God to witncs:. their truth and sin~crity ; and invukc defeat and 
disgrncc upon our heads, should we pro1·e guilly of duplicity. 

PLAX .\XD POWF.R~ OF 111F. l'ltOIISIO._,\L OOif.R'\)I!Xl 

OF TI.X \S. 

"\ RTICLE 1. That there sl1all be, and there is hercb\" en•. tee!, a 
pro\;sional go>ernment forTcw1s, which sh::~ll consi t of ngon•rnor, 
a licuten:Jtll-go\'ernor, and a general council, to be elected from 
this body, one member from each municipality, by the mnjority 
of each separate delegation pre ent; and the gonrnor nnd lil'U

tenant-go,·ernor shall be decll'd by this body. 
ART. 2. The lieulenant-~o\'ernor shall be prc!.ident of tlw 

council, and perform the dutit·s of gc>l'ernor in ca c uf clcnth, 
absence, or from other inahility of the governor, during 11 hich 
time a president, pro ltm., ~hall he appointed to perform the duties 
of the lieutenant-governor in council. 

ART. :3 . The duties of the general counci l shall he to dl'\ ise 
ways and means, to ad1 ise and a~sist the governor in the lli~
chargc of his functions; tht•y Rhall pass no laws except such as, 
in their opinion, the cml•rgcncy of the country n·quires-cHr 
keeping in view the army in the field, and the means necc:s~ary 
for its comfort and support; they shall purbUC the rno~t c·fli:ctivc 
and energetic measures to rid the country of her enemies, and 
place her in the best possible state of defence. Two-thirds of 
the members elect of the general council shall form a quomm to 
do business ; and, in order that no 1·acnncy shall happen in the 
council, if any member, from death or other cn<~ualty, shall be 
incapacitated to act, the go\·crnor shall immediately, on informa
tion thereof, notify the member cl1•ctcd to fill the place; and on 
his default, any member who has hecn elected to this body froru 
the same jurisdiction. 

The governor and council shall be authorir.ed to contract for 
loans, not to exceed one million of dollars, and to hypothl•catc 
the public lands, and pledge the faith of the country for the sc-
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curity of the payment; that they ha1·e power to impose andre
gulate import mad tonna;:c duties, and pro\'ide for their collection 
under l>llch rq~ulations a~ mny be most ex pcdicnt. The) ~.hall 
h:l\e )lll\ler, und it i~ IH reby made the duty of the go1crnor and 
coulll·il, to trent 11 ith the 'c\'crul tribes of Indians concerning 
their !.mel cLaims, unci if possible, to secure their friencbhip. 

Till')' shall l stnbJi,h post-oflit·es und post-roads, anti n·gulatc 
the mtcs of postn:.:e, nnd appoint a postmasler-gt·ncral, "ho 
~hall han• COill)ll'tent power for conducting this tkpartmenl of 
the pro\'isional go1 ernmcnt, under such rules and n:gulations a~ 
the go\'crnur and council may prescribe; they shall h;n e powt•r 
tu h'Tant pnrdnns, r.·mit fines, und to hear and judge all cases 
usunl in high courts of Admiralty, agreeably to the law of na
tions. 

Tilt')' shall h:11c 1 O\H'r to appoint their onn s~:crctary, and 
other ufliccrs of their u11 n hocly; also, they shall ha\'e the power 
to crcatl' and fill such uflicc~ n~ tla~:y may ticem proper; pro
\ idcd, ncH·rthclc s, that this power do not extend to oflicers 
hcr .. toli,rc n•j•·rtcd by this house. 

That tlw go1 em or n111l council hn\'e power to or~anizt•, reduce, 
ur incrc.1 e the regular force:., us they may deem the enH·rgcncics 
of the country rCIJUire. 

_\fiT. I. The ~on•rnor fur the time brin~, ancl during the 
cxihtcncc nf the pro\ ir.ional gon:rnment, sh•ill be clothed 11 ith 
full anti tlmplc cx.·cutiH· po\H'rs, and ~hall be commander-in
chief of till' army unci n:11·y, and of all the military forcrs of 
Texas, hy !il.l and l.md; and hl• shall ha1·e full power by him
self, hy and 11 ith till' consent of the council, and by his propt•r 
cummanch-r or otlll'r nlllct•r ur olliccrs, from time to tinw, to train, 
instrul't, ••xaci c, and J.(O\'Crn the militia and na1y; and for the 
~>)ll'ci.ll cldcnce amlsafd) nf the country, to assemble in martia.l 
array anti put in \l:arlike attitude the inhabitunts thereof; and to 
lead and comluct them hy his prnpt•r officns, :mel 11 ith them to 
l'llcnnllll'r, n·pcl, r•·~ist, and pursUl' by fort'e of arms, ns well 
],y ~c.1 .llld by ).and, 11 ithin or 11 ithout the limits of Texas; aucl 
ai~o tn dl·st;oy, if lll'Ccssary, and conquer by all JHnpl·r means 
and t·nterpriSl'S 11 hatsoewr, all and e1·ery sm·h person or persons 
as shall, ut an\ tinw, in a hostile mantwr, alll'mpt or ••nt••rprbe 
the 1h• tructi~n of mar libl·rtks, or the in1a~ion, cl••trimt•nt, or 
annoyance of the country ; and hy his proper oflkl·rs, usc and 
l xnci l' o\'!'r tilL' arm\' :mel n,l\·y, and tlw militia in actual scr
\'it·e, the law marti.tl fn time o{ war, ia11·asion, or rebellion; and 
to L<1ke and surpriM·, by all hnnourabll• ways anti means con
sistent with tht• law of nations, all and e1cry such person ,Jr 

Jll'rsons, 11ith the·ir ships, arms, ammunition, anti goods, as shall, 
in a hostile manner, inmdl•, or attempt the i111·ading or an nO) ing 
our adopll·d country; and thal the governor be clothed with all 
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these and all otlter powers which may be thought necessary by 
the permanent council, calculated to aid and protect the country 
from her enemies. 

ART. 5. There ~hall be constituted n provisional judiciary in 
each jurisdiction represented, or "hich mny hereafter be repre
sented in this house, to consi~t of two judges, n fir:.t and second, 
the latter to net only in the nhscnce or inability of the first, 
and be nominated by the council and commissioned by the go
vernor. 

ART. 6. Every judge, so nominated and commissioned, shall 
have jurisdiction over aU crimes and mi~demcanors recognized 
and known to the common law of England ; he shnll have 
power to grnnt writs of " habeas corpus " in all cases known nnd 
practised to and under tlte same la\vs; he shall have power to 
grant writs of sequestration, altnchmcut, or arrest, in all case~ 
established by the "Civil Code" and "Code of Practice'' of the 
State of Louisiana, to be regulated by the fom1s tbcn:of; shall 
possess full testamentary powers in all ca!!CS; and ~hall also be 
made a court of records for conveyances '' hich mny be mode in 
English, and not on stnmped paper ; nnd that the usc of tamped 
paper be, in all eases, di ·pcnscd with ; nnd shall be the "notary 
public,. for tlle respective municipalities. All ollice ft.."CS &hall be 
regulated by the governor and council. All other ch il proceed
ings at law shall be suspended until the governor and gcncml 
council shnll otherwise direct. Each municipality shall con
tinue to elect a sheriff, nlcalde, nnd other otliccn of Ayunta
mientos. 

ART. 7. All trials shall be by jury, and in criminal c.1ses the 
proceedings shall be regulated nnd conducted upon the principles 
of the common lnw of England ; and the penultie11 prescribed by 
said law, in case of conviction, shall be inflicted, unlc!ls the 
offender shall be pardoned, or fine remitted ; for which purpose 
a reasonable time shall be allowed to every convict to make ap
plication to the go,·ernor nnd council. 

ART. 8. The oflicers of the pro\'iaional government, except 
such as are elected by this house or the people, shall be appointed 
by the general council, and all oflicen shall be commissioned by 
the governor. 

ART. 9. All commissions to oflices shall be, "in the nnmc of 
the people, free and sovereign," and sittned by the governor nnd 
secretary; and all pnrdons and remissions of fines granted, shall 
be assigned in the same manner. 

A aT. 10.-Every officer and member of the provisional govern
ment, before entering upon the duties of his oiTice, shall take and 
subscribe the following oath of office: " 1, A. H., do solemnly 
swear (or affirm) that I will ~;upporl tho republican principles of 
the constitution of ~lexico of 1824, and obey the declarations 
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and ordinanrcs of the consultation of the chosen delegates of all 
Texas in general convention nsscmblccl, and the ordinances and 
decree or the provbional government; and I will faithfully pcr
fomt and execute the dutic~ of my office agreeably to law, and to 
the best of my abilitie~, so help me God." 

ART. 11.-0n chnrgcs and specifications being made agninsl 
any officer of the provi~ional government for mnlfca. ancc or mis
conduct in oflicc, and presented to the govcmor and council, a 
fnir and impartial tri11l shall be granted, to be conducted before 
the gcncrnl council ; and if, in the opinion of two-thirds of the 
member~, cause suflicienl be shown, he shall be dismissed from 
ofllcc b) the governor. 

ARt. 1!?.- Thc governor and council shall organize and enter 
upon tht·ir dutit: immediately after the adjournment of this 
llome, and hold their acssions nt such limes and places as, in 
their opinion, \\ill gh•c lhc most energy and effect to the objects 
of tho people, and to the performance of the duties assigned to 
them . 

.. \ RT. I :J.-Thc gcm•mlcouncil shall appoint a treasurer, whose 
duti\.'11 shall b,• rlc:uly defined by them, and who shall give ap
pmvcd security for their faithful performance. 

ART. 11.-Th:ll nil land commissioners, empresarios, sur
Hyors, or pel"!'ons in nny'1 isc concerned in the location of land, 
be ordered forth\1 ith to cca~e their operations during lhc agitated 
and unsettled tate of the countrv, nnd continue lO dcsiJ>t from 
further locations until the land oiliccs can be properly systema
tized by till' compdent authorities which may be hereafter csln
bli hcd ; that fit nnd ~uitnblc persons be appointed to take charge 
of all tlw nrchinos belonging to the differrnt land offices, nnd 
deposit the same in safe place~, secure from the ravages of fire 
or dcmstntions of enemicJ>; nnd that the persons so appointed 
be fully nuthorizcd to carry tl1e snme into effect, and be required 
to tnkc unci ~iJ!n triplic.1te schedules of aH the books, papers, and 
document. found in the several land offices, one of which shall 
be given to the go\'ernor nnd council, one left in the hands of the 
officcra of the land ofncc, the other to be retained by the said 
persons ; and they arc enjoined to hold the l':lid papcrJ> and docu
ments in safe custody, subject only to the orders of the provi
si011al govcrnnwnt, or some such competent authority as may 
hereafter be crcntcd. And the said persons shall be three from 
cnch department ns commissioners to be forthwith appointed by 
this house, to carry thili resolution into full ell'crt, and report 
thereof to the governor nnd council. Thnt the political chiefs 
immediately cease their functions. The different arehivrs of the 
dillcrcnt primary judges, nlcnltlc!!, nnd other municipal oflicers ?f 
the Vllrious juri~dictions bhnll be handed over to their successors m 
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office, immeilintely after their l'lection and appointment; nnd the 
archin~s of their sevcr:tl politicnl chiefs of Nacn~dochcs, Brnzo~, 
and Bcsar sh:~U be trnn mittcd fortlnnth to the governor and 
council, for their dbposition . 

• \ nT. 15.-,\11 per<ons now in T exas, and pcrforn1ing tho 
duties of citizen-:, who ha\'C not acquired their quantum of land, 
shall be entit!t.-d to the benefit of the laws on colonization under 
"hich they emigrated ; and nil persons '' ho may emigrate to 
Texas during her conflict for constitutional liberty, and pcrforn1 
the duties of citizens, shall also rccei\·e thu benefit of the law 
under which they emigrated. 

AnT. 16.-The governor nnd council shnlJ continue to exi ·t a" 
a pro..-is.ionnl ~vemmcnt until the re-asst•mhling of t11is cousul
tation, or until othtr delegates nrc elected by the people, aud 
another go..-emment c~tablishcd. 

A nT. 1 i.-This convention, when it may think prnpt·r to :ul
journ, may stand adjourned, to mt:et at the town of \Vn hiugton 
on the first d:ly of :\[arch next, unless sooner cnlled by the cxc
cuti..-e and council. 

ART. 18.-.\11 grnnts, !k'llcs, and con,·eyancc-; of lnnd~. ille
gally or fraudulently made by the legislature of the state of 
Coahuila and Tc~ns, located, or to be located, within the limits 
of Texas, are hereby solemnly drclnred null, void, nnd of IIIJ 

effect. 
ART. 19.-All persons who leave the country in it present 

crisis, with a \-lew to n\·oid a participation in its present strug:,.(le, 
without pcrrni~~ion from the alcalde or judge nf their munici
pnlity, shnll forfeit nll or any lands tlll'y may hold, or moy hove 
claim to, for the benefit of this go\'crnment: Provided, nc\•crthe
less, that widows and minors nrc not included in thi~ pro,·iaion. 

AnT. 20.-All moneys now due, or that may hereafter become 
due, on lands lyin~ within the limits of Texas, and all public 
funds or revenues, sh~Jl be nt the disposal uf the governor nncl 
general council, and the receipt of the treasurer ~;hall be n sulli
cient ,·oucher for any and all persons who may pay money~ into 
the treasury; and the governor and council shall have power to 
adopt a system of revenue to meet the exigencies of the 
country. 

ART. 21.-Ample powers and authority sl1nll be delegated, 
and are hereby given and delegated, to the go\·crnor and 
general council of the provisional gov<:rnmcnt of all Texas, 
to carry into full effect the provisions and resolutions adopted 
by "the consultation of the chosen delegates of all Texas 
in general con..-cntion assembled," for the creation, esta
blishment, and regulation of said provisional gov<:mmcnt. 
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01 Till: MJI,ITAR\', 

ARTrr II' 1.-Thcre shr~ll be a regnlnr nm1y rreated for the pro
tcrtiun of Texas durin~ the prc~;cnt war . 

.. \nt. ~.-The n.:guhr army of Tcxns ~>hall consist of one 
mnjur-gcnernl, '' hn ~>hall be commander-in-chief of nil the forces 
calhtl into public sl!n·icc during the 1\:lr, 

,\ n r. a. - The cummnnder-in-chicf of the regular am1y of 
Tc:~.a shall Ill' appointed by the convention, and commiijsioned 
b) the ~nn·rnor. 

\ u-r. l.- Jl eshnll be 6ubject to the onlersofthe go,·crnornnd 
council. 

,\ nr. 5.-llis stall' shall consi~;t of one adjutnnt-gcneral, one 
in~pt'ctor-gcneml, nne qur~rt~rmnstcr-gencrnl, one pnymastcr
gencrnl, one u~con-gencrul, and four aids-de-camp '' ith their 
rcspl·t·tilc rnnk , us in the United States army in time of war, to 
be op)10intecl hy the mnjor-gt•neral and commissioned by the 
gu1·cnmr. 

, \ ttT. li.-The rcgular army of T exas shall consbt of men 
~nlistetl for two )Cflrs, nnd Yoluntcer:; for aml durin!; the cuntiu
nncc uf the \IRr. 

ART. i .-The r<-gular nnny of Texa~, while in the service, 
!ihall he govemccl by the rules, n·gulntions, and discipline, in nil 
rl'Spccta npplicnblc tu the rl'gular nm1y of the L nitcd States of 
J\ meril'l in time uf 11nr, so far n~ applicable to our condition and 
ci rcnms t;•nn•s. 

AnT. ~.-The rrgular nrmy of Texas shall consist of ele1•en 
hundred nnd twenty nwn rnnk and file. 

A11r. !.l .- T hcrl' shnll he ncorps of rongers under the com
mand of a mnjor, to consist of one hundred nnd fifty men, to be 
dividl·t: into three or more detnchmcnls, nnd 1\ hich shall com
po~c a battalion, under the commander-in-chief when in the 
field. 

, \ n-r. I 0. - The militir~ of Tcxns shall be organized as follows: 
all ablc-horli('d men o\Cr ~ixtcen, and under llfty years of ngl', 
!ihnll he su bjcct to militia duty. 

AnT. 11.-En·rv inhabitant of Texas comin~ within pun·iew 
of the pn·ccding nrliclc ~hull, on the third ~lond •Y of Dccemlwr 
next, or as soon therenftl•r as prarticabk•, nssemblc at cad1 pre
cinct of their municipality, and prort•ed to ell•ct one captain, 
Cine firblJicutcnant, anu one second lieutenant to ever) fifly-~;iX 
men. 

AnT. 1~. \\ h(;n said election shn11 ha\'e taken plnre, the 
judgcs shall rcrtify to the ~overnor forth\\ith the names of the 
respective ullict•rs clcctl'd, who shull, as soon as practicabll•, make 
om ancl si~n, nnd tran!imit commissions for lhl· same ; that if 
there shnll be found to exist in any municipality more than three 
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companies, the captains or commandants, on gtnng due notice 
thereof, shall call togl!ther the subalterns of said t•ompanies, and 
proceed to elect one major; if of four companies, one lieutenant
colonel; if of fhe or more companies, one colonel for the com
mand of said companies, which shall con titute n regiment of 
said municipality ; that if there shall be found to exi l more 
than one regiment in said municipality, the whole numhl•r of field 
and comp:my officers shall on due notice proceed to elect a brif!'ll· 
dier-genernl out of their number, who shall command the ''hole 
militia in said municipality. 

Ba \!\Cil TA!';NER Anc111:R, President. 

DECLARATIOX OF 1::-\DEPE::-\DE:-:CE ~~\DE B\ Till: 
DELEG.\.TES OF TilE PEOPLE OF TEXAS, IX GL:\J:IUL 
CO~YEXTIO~. AT W,\Sili::-\GTO~, 0:\ M \RCII !!, I 36. 

\Vben a government has ceased to protect the li\'e~, liberty, 
and property of the people, from \\hom its legitimate power-~ aro 
derived, and for the a<l\'ancl·mcnt of whose happiness it was in
stituted; and so far from being n gunrantl·e for their inestimable 
and inalienable rights, becomes an instrument in the hnnds of 
evil rulers for their oppression ;-\\hen the federal republican 
constitution of their country, which they hn"e sworn to support, 
no longer has a substantial existence, nnd the whole t1nturc of 
their government has been forcibly changed, \\ithout their con
sent, from n restricted federath·c republic, composed of SO\ en•ign 
states, to a consolidated central military dt·spotism, in which 
e,·ery inlerel>t is disregarded but that of the army and the pric~t
hood, both the eternnl enemies of ci,•il liberty, the ever ready 
minions of power, and the usual instrumentl; of tyrants ;-whl·n, 
long after the llpirit of the con~titution hns departed, moderation 
is at length so far lost by those in power, that even the semblance 
of freedom is removed, and the forma themselves of the constitu
tion discontinued ; and so far from their petitions and remon
strances being regarded, the agents who hear them nrc thrown 
into dungeons, and mercenary armies sent forth to enforce a new 
government upon them at the point of the bayonet ;-when, in 
consequence of such acts of mnlfca!lnnce and abduction on the 
part of the government, anarchy prevails, and civil society is dis
solved into its ori::,rinal clements, in such a crisis, tht• first law of 
nature, the right of self-preservation, the inhcn·nt nnd inalienable 
right of the people to appeal to first principlcN, and take their poli
tical affairs into tht-ir own hands in extreme casrs, cnjoinl4 it as a 
right towardl! themselves, and a sacred ohligali?n to their po~lt·· 



AI'I'B~lJJX. 4·13 

rity, to abolish uch gonrnmcnt, and create another in its stead, 
calculated to Tl'liC\lc thl·m from impending dangt•rs, und to secure 
tln·ir w•·lfi1rc nntl happiness. 

'\ 1tion , ns "ell n indh,iduuls, arc amenable for their nets to 
the gcnernl opinion of mankind. A statement of n part of our 
grievances is tht·reforc submitted to an impartial world, in justi
fication of the hazardous but unavoidable step now taken, of 
severing our politicnl connexion with the :\lexicnn pcopll·, and 
a''uming nn indepcmknt attitude among the nations of the 
earth. 

The .\Iexican government, by its Colonization Laws, invited 
and induced the Anglo-American population of T exas to colonize 
its ,\ildcmc~s under the pledged faith of n written constitution, 
thnt they should rontinue to enjoy that constitutional liberty and 
Ih·publican government to \1 hich they had been hnbituatcd in the 
!anti of tlwir birth, th. Unitt·d 't.utes of America. 

I n thi t•xpcctntion they hnvc been cruelly disappointed, inns
much us the )lcxican notion has acquiesced in the late chnngcs 
made in the government by Gcncml Antonio Lopez de anta 
Anna, who, luning overturned the constitution of his country, 
now oll~rs to us the crnl'l alternatives, either to abandon our 
homes, acquired by so many privations, or submit to the most 
intolt·rablt• of all t) ranny, the combined despotism of the sword 
and the pricsthoocl. 

J l hath acrificcd our wei lim! to the State of CotLhuila, by which 
our intcrclltS hnvc been continually depressed through n jealous 
nnd partial cour e of lev;islntion, carried on at a fu r distant sent of 
government, by a hustilc majority, in nn unknown tongue, nnd 
this, too, not\\ithstnnding we have petitioned, in the humblest 
terms, for the establishment of a separate tate government, and 
hn,·c, in accordance "ith the provisions of the :K ationnl Consti
tution, presented to the Oencrnl Congress a Republican Constitu
tion, which "as," ithout just en usc, contemptuously rejected. 

It incarcerated in n dungeon, for a lon~ time, one of our citi
zens, for no other cause but n Zl'alous cndca,·our to procure the 
ucceptnncc of our Constitution, and the establishment of n 'tate 
gov<'rntncnl. 

It has f,,ilccl nnd rl'fu~ecl to secure, on n firm basis, the right of 
trial by jury, that palladium of civil liberty, and only safe gua
rantee fur the life, lilwrty, and property of the citizen. 

It hns failed tn l''tnblbh uny public system of education, al
though pos cs t•d of nlnwst boundless resources ( the public do
m,,in); and although it is an nxiom in political sciencl', that un
less n l)('ople nn· educated and enlightened, it is idle to expect the 
continuance of ch il hberty, or the capacity for sclf-go,·ernmcnt. 

I t hns sufl'cred the military commamlnnts, stationed among us, 
lo exercise nrbitrnry nets of oppl'cssion and tyranny, thus tramp-
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ling upon the most sacred rights of the citizen, and rendering the 
military superior to the civil power. 

It has dis~oh'ed, by force of arms, the state congress of 
Coahuila and Texas, and obliged our representatives to fly lor 
their lin!s from the seat of government, thus dcpri' ing us of the 
fundamental political right of n•present;~tion. 

I t bas demanded the surrender of a number of our citizen5, 
and ordrred military detachments to seize nnd carry them into 
the interior for trial, in contempt of the chi! authorities, aml in 
defiance of the law:. and the constitution. 

I t has made piratical attacks upon our commerce, by com
missioning foreign desperadoes, nncl authorizing them to seize 
Our \'esse}s, nnd COn\'e)' tJw propert) of OUr citizo.:ns to f,u distant 
parts for confiscation. 

I t denies u. the right of worshipping till' Almighty according to 
the dictates of our own conscience, by the support of a national 
religion, calculated to promote the temporal interest of it human 
functionaries, rather than the glory of the true antllh·ing God. 

It has demanded us to cleli,•er up our nrm!l, which are es entia) 
to our defence-the rightful property of freemen-and formic.lnble 
only to tyrannical governments. 

It has im·aded our country both by sen and by land, '' ith the 
intent to lay waste our territory, and drive us from our homes; 
nnd has now a lnr<Je mercenary army admncing to carry on 
against us a war of extermination. 

It has, throu~h its emi~saries, incited the merciless s:l\ al:l\ 
with the tomahawk and :.calping-knifc, to mu~sacre the inhabit
ants of our defenceless frontier~. 

It has been, during the ''hole time of our connexion \dth it, 
the contemptible sport and victim of successh•c military revolu
tions, and hath contimully exhibited c,·ery chnractemtic of n 
weak, corrupt, and tyrannical go,·crnmenl. 

The:;e, and other gric,•ancc!l, were patiently borne by the people 
of Texas, until they rc:~chcd that point at which forbearance ceases 
to be a virtue. We then took up arms in defence of the national 
constitution. We appealed to our Mexican brethren for as~ist
ance; our appeal has been made in vain; though months have 
elapsed, no sympathetic response has yet been he:ml from the 
interior. "'e are, therefore, forced to the melancholy conclusion, 
that the )lexican people have acquiesced in the destruction of 
their liberty, and the substitution therefore of a military govern
ment; that they arc unfit to be free, and incapable of self
government. 

The necessity of self-preservation, therefore, now decrees our 
eternal political separation. 

WE, therefore, the delegate1, •1•ith plt•nary powers, of the people 
of Texas, in sole1nt1 convention assembled, appealing lo a candid 
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rrorltl, fur the r1rrrnitirs of our condition, do hrreby rcsolrc and 
dc·rlart, thnt uur 7>olitica/ cotme.rioll tl'ith the Jlluican nation has 
for rt•cr rntlr•tl, and that the people of Tc.ras do now constitute a 
I 111:1., 0\J, UIII•"• unu ISIIII'I.SlH.?>T li!.I'CRI.IC1 and UTI! ful(fl 
inrr1tetl rrith all the rigMs arlfl atiributcs rchicll properly belong to 
incl~"pcndenl nations; anti, ronsriou., of the n:cliludc of our illlcn
trorr.•, trc fcarles3(rt a11d curljidcntl!/ commit the issue to the supreme 
lrbitcr uf the d~sti11ics nf nations. 

In "itrw.u whrH·of we have hereunto subscribed our n:~rncs. 
H.ttli\Ril EI.LtS, 

President and Ddcgate from Red River. 

1::uct ri\'1~ onnr:-.; \ "cr , I'RELT\11~.\RY TO TilE J:ST , _ 
lll.ISIDH \ l' OF.\ COXSTITUTIO~ ron TEX.\S, ADOPT
I U I' (.0">;\' E:-\TIO:-i .\T \\'A 111:-\GTO:-\, IGth :\1.\llCII, 
l'l:lli. 

Whcrea , \H, the people ofTcxa , through our delegates in general 
con\·rntion ns crnblcd, for the purpose of framing a constitu
tion, nnd orgnni1.in~ n gon·rrunent under that constitution, 
fret', sovereign, nnd inclt•pcndcnt; and findinf!, from the rx
tr~rnc emergency of till' case, and our critical situation, that it 
is a dutv \le cme to our fellow-citizens and oursclns, to look 
upon ut;r present dnng,•r \1 ith n calmness unrufllcd nnd n dett•r· 
minution unsubdued; nncl at the same time to pursue n prompt 
nnd cm·rgctic cotmw, for the support of our liberty nnd protec
tion of our property and li,es; thero:forc, 

l11t. lh· olved-Thnt we dN•m it of vital importance to forth
'' ith form, orl{.llli7.t', and t•stuhlish n government, "ad inft', im," 
for the proll'ctiun nf Tt•xa~, \1 hich shall hn,•c full, ample, nncl 
plt·nary po1H·rs to do nil nnd ewrything which is contemplated 
to bt· clune by the general congrt·ss of tlw people, under the 
pm1ers ~ranted to them by the con~titution, snving und excepting 
nil les:•~lutivc and judicinl acts. 

~nd. Hc,olvcd-That the ~>nid government shall con!>ist of n 
chief cxccuti\C nflict•r, to bc• styled the "President of the Repub
lic ol' Tcxn ; " n 'it•e-prc~iclcnt, ~ecretnry of state, sccrt•tury at 
\\ar, sccrt'l;•ry of the nuvy, sccret.1ry of the treasury, nml attorney
general, whose snlurit·s shall be fixed and determined by the first 
congress of the n·public. 

:Jrd. Rcsoh·ed-Thnt all questions touching the powers hereby 
c·mtfided to tlll'se oflicers, shall be drcided by n mnjority of snid 
ofliccr". 

l th . Resulved-Timtthe president be elected by this convention: 
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and that the cnndidnte or individual hnving a majority of the whole 
number of votes given in, sbnll be, and is hereby declared to be 
duly elected. 

5th. Re~oh-cd-Thnt the ' 'ice-president, the aforesaid secro
taries, and attorney-general, be elected by this con,·ention, a 
majority of the whole number of votes being requisite to a choict•. 

6th . Resolved-That the members of this body vote for the 
nbove-nruned officers dra t•oce. 

7th. Resolved-Thnt the ofllcers so selected, be required to 
take the oath prescribed by the constitution. 

8th. Resohed-That the president, by and with the ad,·ice 
and consent of a majority of his cabinet, shall have the appoint
ment of n11 officer.;, civil, military, and naval, for and during tliC 
existence of the go,·cmmcnt ad i11terim. 

9th. Resohcd-That the govcnunent aforesaid, shall be in
vested, and they are hereby invested "ith full powers to crcnte 
a loan, not to exceed one million of dollars; and to plcd~e the 
faith and credit of the republic, and the proceeds of the sale of 
the public lands, for the repayment of the _arne, with the interest 
thereon. 

lOth. Re~oh-ed-That the president and his cabinet shalllu\\·e 
full power to appropriate the funds of Tc.xas to th1. defence of the 
country, by raising and supporting the army and navy, making 
fortifications, &c. 

11th. Resoh-ed-That said officrh hold their office:> until their 
successors are chosen and qunlificd. 

12th. Resolved-That the president, by and \\ilh the od,·ice 
and consent of his cabinet, shall hove power to issue writ~ of 
election for senators and representatives, nt nn earlier day than 
that fixed by the constitntion, nnd convene them ns soon after the 
election as may be convenient. 

13th. Resolved-That the said government have ample and 
plenary powers to enter into negotiations nnd treaties with foreign 
powers. 

1-1th. Resolved-That the president nnd his cabinet hnve 
power to appoint commissioners to any foreign power. 

The foregoing fourteen Resolutions were adopted in convention 
of the people of Texns, assembled otthe town of Wa hington, on 
the sixteenth dny of ~[arch, in the Yl'ar of our Lord one tbous:md 
eight hundred and thirty-six. 

Attest, A. S. KUtuLI:, Secretary. 

RICIIAnn Eu,Js, 
Pr<·sident of the Convention . 
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CO:\S1 1 I'U 110~ OF TilE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS. 

" '<', tht' people of Texas, in order to form n go,•ernment, est.nb
lish ju tict', ensure domestic tranquillity, provide for t11e com
mon defence nncl general wl'lfare, nnd to secure the blessings 
of liberty to ourselves nnd our 1>osterity, do ordain nud estab
lish thi constitution. 

Antr.t,J: I. Sertion 1. The powers of this government shall 
be divided into three departments, viz. legislnth·e, execut.h·c, und 
judicial, '' hich hall remain for ever Sl'pnrnte and distinct. 

'tc. 2. The hgilllatirc po" er shoJI be vested in n senate and 
hou of rcprcscntnth·cs, to bo St)led "The Congress of the 
Republic of 'l'exn~." 

Sec. 3. The members of the house of representatives shoJI be 
cho ·n nnnunlly on the fir~t ;\[ondny of 'eptembcr each year, 
until congress shall othl·nlisu provide by lnw, and shall hold their 
oftit one Yt'nr from the tbte of their elrction. 

~. r. 1. 'So person shall be eligible to n scat in the house of 
reprl ntntin.·s until he !!hall bnve attained the nge of twenty
the years, hnll be n citizen of the republic, and shoJI ha,•e 
resided in the count) or district six months next preceding his 
del'! ton. 

~r • !'i . The house of rcprest•ntatives shall not consist of less 
th n twenty-four, nor more thnn forty members, until the popu
lation shall amount to one hundred thousand souls, nft.er which 
time the \\hole number of n•presentativcs shall not be less than 
forty, nor more than onu hundred ; provided, however, that each 
county sh<Jll b~ entitled to nt least one representative . 

.Stc. G. The house of represent..'ltivcs shall choose their speaker 
and othrr ofilccrs, nnd bhnll have the sole power of impeachment. 

Su. 7. The ~en a tors shall be chosen by dh.tricts, ns nearly 
cqu 11 in free population (free negroes and Indians excepted) ns 
prnctict~blc, nncl the number of senators sholl never be less than 
one-third, nor more than one-half the number of representatives, 
.mtl euch district shall be entitled to one member and no more . 

• \cc. 8. The senator.~ shall be chosen for the term of three 
yrars, on the first .:\[onday in September, bhall be citizens of the 
republic, reside in the district for which they nrc respectively 
chosen at least one year before the election, ond shaH htwe 
attained the age of thi;ty years. 

Sec. !J. At the first session of the congress, after the adoption 
of this constitution, the ~cnators shall be dividl'll by lot into three 
classc~, os nearly l' qun1 u~ practicable; the srnts of the senators 
of the first class shall be vacated at the end of the fir:st year, 
uf the second clnss nt the l'ml of the second ycnr, the thircll·ln~s 
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at the end of the third year, in such manner that one- third slH\11 
be chosen each ,·c~r tbcrcaftl'r. 

Sec. 10. The. Yice-prcsident of the republic shall be president 
of the senate, but shall not vote on nny question unless tl1c senate 
be equally divided. 

Ste. 11. The senate shall choose all othl'r officers of their 
body, and a president pro tempore, in the ab,cncl' of the ,·icc
president, or whenever he shall exercise the oilice of president, 
sl1all have the sole power to try impeachments, and when sitting 
as a court of impeachment shall be under oath; but no con\ iction 
shall take place without the concurrence of two· thirds of ull the 
member:. pre~ent. 

Sec. 12. Judgment in cases of impeachment ~oha\1 only ext£'nd 
to remo,•al from office, and disqualification to hold any ollicc nf 
honor, tru~t. or profit under this government; but the party ho\1 
ne,·ertheless be liable to indictmrnt, trial, judgment, nnd puni h-
ment, according to law. 

Sec. l3. E:~ch house sha\1 be the judge of tlle elcction!:, quali-
fications, and returns of its own mcmbcr.;. T\\n-third of l'ac-h 
house shall constitute a quorum to do bu-incss, but n ma\ler num
ber may adjourn from day to chy, and may compd thenttcndanru 
of absent memben. 

Sec. 11. Each hou e may drtermine the rules of its own pro-
ceedings, punish its members for disorderly bcha' iour, and, '' ith 
the concurrence of two-thirds, mny eX]ll'l a member, but not a 
second t'me for the same olli:ncc. 

St'c. )j. enotors ami n•presl•ntoth·e~ shall receive a compen
sation for their sen ices, to be fix eel by lnw, hut no incrca<~e elf 
compensation or diminution shall take dfect durinSt the srs~ion 
at which such increase or diminution shall have bcfn mudc. 
They shall, except in case of treason, felony, or breach of the 
p ·ace, be privilrged from arrest during the s<'ssion of congrcs11, and 
in going and returning from the same, nncl for any speech or dchnte 
in either house, they shall not be questioned in any other place. 

Sec. 16. Each house mny punish, by imprisonment during 
the ;ession, any person not n member, who shall he h'"ilty of nny 
disrespect to the hou~c by any disorderly conduct in thdr 

presence. 
Sec. I i. Each house shall keep n journal of its procccdin~s, 

and publish the some, except such p:1rts as, in its judgment, 
require secrecy. When any three members shall dt·sire the 
yeas and uays on any question, thry shall be entered on the 

journals. 
Sec. 18. Kcithcr hou&e, without the consent of the other, shall 

adjourn for more thun three days, nor to any other place than 
that in which the two houses may be silting. 
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Sec. 19. When vnc11ncies happeu in either house, the Executive 
shall issu~ writa of election to fill such v·tcancic:. . 

• Str. 20. No bill shall become a law until it shall have been 
re.ul on thn:.. c\·erol days in each house, nnd passed by the snme, 
unless, in c.t~es of emcrl-{ency, two-thirds of the members of the 
hou~e where the bill originated, shall deem it expedient to dis
pen with the rule. 

flu. 21. Arter a bill 11hnll have been rejected, no bill contain
ing the sa.me subst:tncc shall be passed into a law during the 
some &esston. 

c·c. 22. The style of the laws of the republic shall be, " De it 
~ nact~d b) the senate and house of representative:; of the repub
lic of Texu, in con~rre 'I assembled." 

·'·rr. 23. No penion holding an office of profit under the go
vernment shall he eligible to a seal in either house of congress, 
nor. hall .my member of either house be eligible to any offic<! 
which ml\y be created, or the profit of which shall be increa~rtl 
durin!{ h1~ tc nu of en·icc. 

• c. 21. ~o holder uf public moneys, or collectors thereof, 
hnll b•• eligible to 11 sc;~t in either house of congrc s, until he 

shnll huvc fully aequittt:d himself of nil re:.pon. ibility, antl shall 
produCl' the proper otliccr's receipt thereof. ~It·mbl:'r~ of either 
hou c may prole tllbr:tinst nny net or resolution, and may have 
. uch prott t cntned on the journals of their respccti\·c hou ·es. 

s·u. 2;;. ~0 money •hull be drawn from the public treasury 
but in ~trict accord:\nCl' \\ ith appropriations made by 1aw; nnd 
no nppropriation, ah:tll be made for privnlc or local purposes 
unles~ two-third of each house conclLr in such appropriations. 

Src. 21i. Erery oct of congress shoJI be approved nncl signed 
hy tlw prcJ•idenl before it becomes a law; but if the president 
will not nppro\'e and sign such net, he shnll return il to the house 
in which it shoJI have originated, with his rea.sons for not approving 
the same, which shall b.• spread upon the journals of such housr, 
and tlw bill shall then be reconsidered, and shall not become a 
law unlc~s it shall then pa~s by n vote of two-thirds of both 
houses. If nny net shall be disnpJlrO\·cd by the president, the 
vote on the reconsidl•r,llion shnll be recorded by ayes and noes. 
If the pre idcnl shall fail to return a bill \\ ithin fi \'e days ( 'un
days excepted) alter it !!hall ha\'e been presented for his approval 
nnd signature, the same shall become a law, unless the congress 
prevent its return within the time above specified by adjournment. 

Src. 27. All bill~;, acts, orders, or resolutions, to which the 
concurrence of both houses may be necessary, (motions or reso
lutions for adjournment excepted,) shall be approved and signccl 
by the pre~ident, or beitw disapproved, shall be p~sscd by two
thirds of both houses, in C:Uanner and form os spcctfied in section 
twenty. 

a a 
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Au. II. Stction I. Congress shall hnYc power to levy antl 
collect tn.."es nnd imposts, l.'xcisc and tonnage duties, to borro\\ 
money on lhe faith, credit, and property of the government, to 
pay the debts, and to provide for the common tll.'fence :mel general 
welfare of the republic. 

Sec. 2. To rcgulnte commerce, to coin money, to regulate the 
,·alue thereof, nncl of forei~rn coin; to fix the standard of \n-ights 
and measures; but nothing but gold antl silver shnll be made a 
lawful tender. 

Sec. 3. To e:.tnblish post-offices ond post-roads, to ~ant char
ters of incorporntion, patents, and copyrights, nnd to secure to 
the authors and inventors the exclusi\'c usc thereof for a limited 
time. 

Sec. ·1. To cleclarc war, grant !etten; of marque and n·pri al~, 
and to regulate captures. 

Sec. 5. To provide and maintain nn nrmy :md navy, nnd to 
make all laws and regulations ncccs.ary for their guvcmment. 

Sec. G. To c:Ul out the militia to execute the low, to SUJIJlre s 
insurrection, and repel invn.-;ion. 

Sec. 7. To make all Jaws which hall be d~emcd ncccssnrv 
and proper to carry into effect the fon·~oing cxpre s gr.lDlli ~f 
power, and all other yx>wer:. vested in the government of the re
public, or in any officer or dep:nlrnent then:of. 

ART. III. S'ulion 1. The l.':'tccuti\'1! authority of thi:; govern
ment shall be vested in a chief ma~strate, who sbnll be r.tylL·d the 
President of the republic uf Texas. 

Sec. 2. The first president elected by the people shall hold his 
office for the term of two years, and shull be incli~ihle durin~ the 
next succeeding term; and all subsequent prcllidents shall lw 
elected for three years, and be alike ineligible; and in the event 
of a tie, the houRc of representatives shnll determine between the 
two highest candidates by a vit•a vocr vote. 

Sec. 3. The return!! of the elections for president nod vice
president shall be !;ealed up and transmitted to the spcakl-r of 
the house of representatives, by the holders of election!! of cnch 
county ; and the speaker of the house of reprcscntatin-s shall 
open and publish the returns, in presence of a majority of each 
bouse of congress. 

ART. IY. Section 1. The judicial powers of the ~oYemment 
shall be vest('d in one supreme court, and in such inferior courts 
as the congrc~s may from time to time ordain and establish. The 
judges of the supreme and inferior courts shnll hold their office~ 
for four years, be eligible to re-eleetion,- and shall, at stated 
periods, receive for their services a compensation not to be in
creased or diminished during the period for which they \\ere 
elected. 

Sec. 2. The republic of Texas shall be divided into com·enient 
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judicial districts, not lcs than three, nor more than eight. Titcre 
shall be appointed for f!ach district a judge, "ho shall reside in 
the s.1mc, and hold the courts at such times and places as con
brr~ s Inn) by lnw dirc:ct. 

Sec. 3. I n all admiralty and maritime cases, in all cases affect
ing ambassador,, public mini~tc:rs, or consuls, and in all capital 
c:tSl',, the district courts shall ha\'e exclusi ,·c ori~inal jurisdiction, 
ami ori~einal juri~diction in nil ci' il cases ''hen the mallcr in con
I ron.l'h)' amounts to nne hundred dollars. 

·'cr. I. The juclgcs, by Yirtuc of their oflicrs, shall be con
~c:n a tors of the }II.'IICC throughout the republic. The style of all 
procc s shall ht•, Thr Rt•public of 'l'l•xns; and all prm.ecutions 
!.hall be rarricd on in the name and by the authority of the sanw, 
.• nd concludl·, ngninst the pl·aec and dignity of the n·pulJiic. 

St . 5. There shall he a district alloml')' appointed for each 
clhtnct, ''hose clutics, salaries, perquisites, and tenus of Sl'nic:c 
h II h fixed hv law. 

S ·c. (i. The ~Jerks of the district courts hall be elected by thr 
qtulllt..cl 'olen for members of con~n·s!l in the counties whl're 
the courts nrc e tablishetl, and shall hole] their offices for four 
yenrs, t~uhjcct to removal by presentment of a grancl jury and 
con\'iction uf a petit jury . 

. \,·c. i . T he auprL·mc court shnll consi,t of a cltil·f justicr and 
ns rlCintc judges; the district jud~e~ shall compose the associate 
judge~. n mnjority of ''hom, with the chief justicr, shall consti
tute a quorum. 

Stc. li. The supreme court shall have appellotc jurisdiction 
only, whit'h ~hall be conclu~i"e, within the limits of the n•public, 
and shall hold its lies~ions annually, at such times and places as 
may be fiXl•d by low, provided that no judge sbnll sit in n ca~c 
in the supn·me court tried by him in the court below. 

Sec. H. The judges of the supreme and di:;trict courts shall be 
elected by joint ballot of both houses of congres!l. 

er. 10. There shall be in each county a county court, and 
such justict•s' courts ns the congress may from time to time 
l'Stabliah. 

St·c. II. The republic :.hall hl• cli"idc:d into con1·cnil•nt conn
tics, but no new cnunty shall he establi:;hccl, unlc~s it be done 
on the retition of one hundred free mnlc iuhnbitanls of the terri
lory sought to he lnicl off and cstnblishc:d, and unless the said 
territory &hnll contnin nine hundred sqnnre miles. 

Sf'c. 12. There shall he nppointcd for each county a con1·cni••nt 
number of justicrs of the pence, one shcrill~ one coroner, and a 
sufficient number of constables, who shall hold their offices for 
two years, to be eh•ctcd by the qualified \'Olers of the district or 
county, as congrl'SS may cl irccl. .Justices of the pence and sberitls 
shall be commissioned by the pn•sident. 

G G 2 
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Sec. 13. The congress shall, as early as practicnble, introduct?, 
by statute, the common law of England, \\ith such modificntions 
as our circumstances, in their judgment, may require, and in all 
criminal cases the common law shall be the rule of decbion. 

ART. Y. ection 1. :\linisters of the gospel being, by their 
profession, dedicated to God and the care of soul~, ought not to 
be diverted from the great duties of their ftmctions; therefore no 
minister of the gospel, or priest of any denomination '' hntever, 
shall be eligible to the office of the exccuti\'e of the republic, nor 
to a seat in either branch of the congress of the same. 

Sec. 2 . Each member of the senate and house of representatives 
shall, before they proceed to business, take nn oath to support 
the constitution, as follows:-

" I, A. B., do solemnly swenr (or nffirm, as the case may br,) 
that, as a member of this general congress, I will support the con
stitution of the republic, and that I will not propose or assl·nl to 
any bill, Yole, or resolution, which shall appear to me injurious 
to the people." 

Sec. 3. EYery person who shall be chosen or appointed to nny 
office of trust or profit, shall, before entering on the duties thereof, 
take an oath to support the constitution of the republic, and al o 
on oath of office. 

ART. IY. Sedion 1. No person shall he eligible to the office 
of president who shall not have attained the age of thirty-fho 
years, shall be a citizen of the republic at the time of the ndop
tion of their constitution, or an inhabitant of this republic nt 
least three years immediately preceding his election. 

Sec. 2. The president shall enter on the duties of his office on 
the second Monday in December next succeeding his election, 
and shall remain in office until his successor shall be duly 
qualified. 

Sec. 3. The president shall, nl slated times, receive n compen-
sation for his services, which shall not be increased or diminished 
during his continuance in office ; and before entering upon the 
duties of his office, he shall take and subscribe the following oath 
or affirmation: " 1, A. B., president of the republic of TcxM, do 
solemnly and sincerely swear (or affirm, ns the case may be,) that 
I will faithfully execute the duties of my office, and to the best 
of my abilities will preserve, protect, nnd defend the constitution 
of the republic ." 

Sec. 4. H e shall be commander-in-chief of the army nncl na,·y 
of the republic, and militia thereof, but he shall not command in 
person without the authority of a resolution of congress. lJ e shnJI 
have power to remit fines and forfeitures, to grant reprieves and 
pardons, except in cases of impeachment. 

Sec. 5. He shall, with the iLdvice and consent of two-thirds of 
the senate, make treaties; and with tl1e consent of the senate 



APPENDIX. 453 

appoint mini ters nnd consuls, and all officers whose offices arc 
cst.1blishcd by the constitution, not herein othenvise provided 
fur. 

Set·. 0. The president shall have power to fill all vacancies 
that mn) hnppen during the recess of tha senate; but he shall 
r~porl the same to the ~:>enntu within tan days after the next con
gro.:~:l shall convene; und should the senate reject the snme, the pre
~>ident shul\ not re-nominate the same individual to the same ol\1ce. 

Sec. 7. l!u shall from timu t<> time give congress information 
of thu state of the republic, and recommend for their consideration 
liUCh me:~.~>uro.:~ ns he may deem necessary. He may, upon 
extr.1onlinary occnsions, convene both houses, or either of them. 
1 n the e\·cnl of n di,.tgrecment as to the time of adjournment, he 
may adjourn them to ~uch time ns he mny think proper. lle 
shaH receive nl\ foreign ministers. lie shall see lhat the laws be 
faithfully ex.ccutt.'<l, and shall commh;sion nil lhe officers of the 
republic. 

\ . 8. There hall bu a seal of the republic, which sh(\11 be 
kept b) the president, nnd used by him officially; it shall be 
calll'tl the great scul of the republic of Texns. 

~·tr:. !J All grants and commissions shall be in the name and 
by the authority ufthe republic of Texas, shall be sealed with the 
great sen!, and ~>ignt.'<l by thu president. 

Stc. I fl. The president shall have power, by and with the 
athice .111d con ent of the senate, to appoint a secretary of state 
and 11uch other heads of cxceuth1e departments ns may be estn
blbhed by h~w, who shall remain in office during the term of ser
vice of tho president, unless sooner ramoved by the president, 
\I ith the mhice and con sen~ of the senate. 

Scr. 11 . £\·cry citizen of tho republic who has attained the 
age of twenty-one years, and shall have resided six months 
11ithin the dbtrict or county where the election is held, shall be 
~.:ntitlo.:d to vote for members of the general congress. 

tc. 12. All elections shall be by ballot, unless congress shall 
othcrwi>c direct. 

Sec. l:l. All elections by joint vote of both houses of congress 
'h:lll be tJira c:or:c, shall be entered on the journals, and a majo
rity of the \'Otes shall be necessary to a choice. 

&r:. 1 1. A vice-prcsiden~ shall be chosen nt every election for 
prt11idcnt, in the snmtJ manner, continue in office for the same 
time, and shall posst•ss the same qualifications as the president. 
I n voting for prc:~ident nnd vice-president, the electors shall dis
tinguish for whom they voto us president, and for whom as vice
pn·~itlent. 

Str:. 15. I n cases of impeachment, removal from office, death, 
re11iglllllion, or absence of tho president from the republic, the 
vice-pre~idcnt t.hall exerei~c the powers and dischargu the duties 
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of the president until a successor be duly qunlifict1, or until the 
president who mny be absent or impeached, ~>ltnll return, or be 
acquitted. 

Sec. Hi. The president, vicc-prcsidt·nt, nnd all civil offirer.; of 
tl1c republic, shaU be removable from oflin· by impc:.,rhmt.·nt for, 
and on comiction of, treason, bribery, and other high crime<> and 
misdemeanors. 

scn•ou u:. . 

Section 1. That no inconn•nicncc may nrise from the adoption 
of this constitution, it is declared by this conn:ntiun, thnt all la11 s 
now in force in Texas, and not inconsistent with this constitu
tion, sh:tll remain in full force until declared void, rc:pealc:d, altc:rc:d, 
or expire by their own limitation. 

Sec. 2. All fines, pc:nnhies, forfeitures, and rschcat!l, '1hirh 
lmve heretofore accrued to Coalmih and Tcxn , or Texas, shall 
accrue to this republic. 

!Jec. 3. Every mnle citizen \\ho is, by this con~titution, a citi
z~n, nnd sh:.ll be othen1·ise qualified, ~hall be entitled to hnlu 
any office or place of honour, trust, or profit, under the rc:public, 
any thing in this constitution to the contrary notwitb~tnndintt. 

Sec. 1. The first prt!sidcnt and 'ice-president that shall be 
appointed after the adoption of this constitution shall be chosen 
by this convention, and shall immediutt•ly enter on the duties of 
their office~, and shall hold said oflicell until thdr succc!l!or, bo 
elected and qualified, ns prescribed in this constitution, and &hall 
ha,·e the same qualifications, be in,·c ted \lith the same pO\\ers, 
and perform the same duties which nrc required and conferred on 
the executive bead of the republic by this constitution. 

Scr. 5. The president shull is~uc writs of election, directed to 
the officers authorized to hold elections of the sever.tl counties, 
requiring them to cau~c an election to be held for president, vice
president, represcntntivcs and senators to congn:ss, at the time 
and mode prescribed by this constitution, "hich election ahnll be 
conducted in the mnnncr that elections have been heretofore con
ducted. The president, vice-president, and members of congrcs~, 
when duly elected, shall continue to diRchnrge the duties of their 
respective offices for the time and mnnncr pre:~eribed by this con
stitution, until their successor be duly <JUnlificd. 

Sec. G. Until the first cnurnerntion shall be made, us uirectcd 
hy this constitution, the preciuct of Austin shall be entitled to 
one representative; the precinct of Brazoria, two rcprc ·cnt;1tivcs; 
the precinct of Bexar, two representatives; the precinct of Colo
rado, one representative; Sabine, one ; Gcm~nlcs, one; Gc1liad, 
one; Harrisburg, one; Jasper, on~.:; J cf!i:rl!on, one; Liberty, 
one; ~Iatagordn, one; )finn, two; ~acogdochc~, two; ltcd Ri\Cr, 
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three; Yictori1, one; • :tn Au~ustine, l\1'0; Shelby, two; Refugio, 
one;; San Patricio, one; Wru.hington, two; :\lilam, one; and 
J.1ck on, one rcprl!!entntive. 

t'f . i. Until the first enumeration shnll be made, as described 
b) thi con5titution, the 'cnatoriul di:;tricts shnll be composed of 
thC" fnllO\\ ing precincts : Hcxnr sltnll be entitled to one senator; 
San P1 tricio, Hcfugiu, and Golind, one; Brazoria, one; 1\l ina, 
and Gonuth:s, one ; ncogdoches, one; Red Ri\"cr, one; Shelby 
and S.tbinc, one; \\a hingtun, one ; ~Intagorda, Jackson and 
\ ictoria, one; Austin nnd Colorado, one; San Aubrustine, one; 
\lilam, one ; Jnspcr nnd Jefferson, one; and Liberty and Harris
bur~, one senator. 

\' c. 8 .• \11 JUd~cs, sheriffs, commis~ioners, and other civil 
offic f', shnll remain in ollicc, nnd in the discharge of the powers 
:uul duti~'l of their respective offit·es until there shnll be others 
appointed or ckct~'tl under the constitution. 

OF.SER:\L Pl!O\"ISIO:SS. 

\ec. 1. Ln'' hall he made to exclude from oflice, from the 
ri,..ht of sull'mgc, nnd from . erving on juries, those "ho shall 
hereafter be <.'011\'ictcd of bribery, perjury, or other high crimes 
and mi demeanors. 

tc. 2. lteturns of all elections for officers who nrc to be com
mis ionccl by the president, t.hall be made to the secretary of 
st..lt of this republic. 

Scr. a. The presidents and heads of departments shall keep 
llll·ir olllccs nt the a;cal of government, unless removed by tho 
penni sion of congress, or unless, in cases of emergency in time 
of \lar, tlw public interest may require their removal. 

Sec. I. The prl'Nidcnt ~ohall make usc of his private senl until 
a seal of the republic ~;hall be provided . 

Src. 5. lla;ltnll bu the duty of congress, ns soon ns circum
stance will penn it, to provide, by law, n gcncrnl system of edu
cation. 

~t!C. G. All free white persons who shall emigrate to this rc
publil·, and \I ho shall, after n residence of six months, make 
oath before some competent nulhority thnL he intends to reside 
permanently in tht same, and sha\1 swear to support this con
stitution, and that he "ill bt•ar true nllt-giance to the republic of 
Tcxa,, shall be cntitll·tl to all the privileges of citizenship. 

,\fr. 7. So soon as convenience "ill permit, there shall ben 
penn\ code formed on principles of reformation, and nol of vin
dictive ju~ticr, antl the civil and criminal lnws shnll be revised , 
cligc~;tcd, nnd arranged unclcr diiT'crent hends; nnd all laws 
relating to land titles shnll bu translated, re,•ised, and promulgated. 
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Stc. S. All persons who shall leave tl1c country for the purpose 
of evading a participation in the present strug~lr, or shnll refuse 
to participate in it, or shnll give assistance to the present enemy, 
shall forfeit all rights of citizenship, and such lands as they may 
hold in the republic. 

Sec. 9. All persons of colour "ho were slnves for life prc'l'iou11 
to their emigration to Tcxns, and "ho are now held in bondagl', 
shall rem:1in in the like sbte of scrritude, provided the -mid lnve 
shall be the bona fide property of the person so holding said 
slave as afore~id. Congress shnll pass no laws to prohibit emi
gT:~nts from bringing their slaves into the republic "ith them, 
and holding them by the same tenure by which such slaves were 
held in the United States; nor shall congrc have power to 
emancipate slaves; nor shall any slave-holder be allowed to 
emancipate his or htr slave or slaves, \1 ithout the consent of 
congress, unle~s be or she shall send his or her la\·e or slaves 
without the limit:> of the republic. No free person of African 
clcscent, either in whole or in part, shall be pt•rmittcd to re~ide 
permanently in the republic, \\ithout the consent of congress; 
and the import:ltion or admission of Africans or negroes into this 
republic, excepting from the U nitcd States of Americ:1, is for cTcr 
prohibited, and declared to be piracy. 

Sec. 10. All pc~ons (Africans, the descendants of Africans, 
and Indians excepted) who were residing in Tl·xru; on the day of 
the declaration of independence, shall be con idered citizens of 
tJ~e republic, ami entitled to all the privileges of such. All 
citizens now !iring in Texas, who hn\'c not n:ct:ived their por
tion of land, in like manner as colonists, shall be entitled to 
their land in the following proportion and manner: Every head 
of a family shall be entitled to one h~aguc and " labor" of land, 
and every single man of the age of seventeen and upwards, !!hall 
be entitled to the third part of one lengue of land. All citizens 
wl1o may have, previously to the adoption of this eonstitUlion, 
received their leOf:,rtle of land as heads or families, nnd their qunrtn 
of a league of land as single persons, shall receive such additional 
quantiLy as will make the quantity of land receivt·d by them 
equal to one league and "labor," and one-third of a league, 
unless by bargain, sale, or exchange, they have transferred or 
may henceforth transfer their right to said lund, or n portion 
thereof, to some other citlv.cn of the republic; and in such ens<: 
the persons to whom such right 11lmll have been transferred, shall 
be entitled to the same, as fully and amply as the person making 
the transfer might or could have been. No alien shall hold land 
in Texas, except by titles emanating directly from the government 
of thi~ republic. llut if any citizen of this republic should die 
intestate or othcmi:;c, his children or heirs shall inherit his c~tote, 
and aliens shall ha\'c a reasonable time to toke possc:;sion of ami 
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dispose of the s:~mc, in n manner l1ereafter to be appointed by law. 
Orplum children, whose pnrents were en titled to land under the 
colonit.alion law of ;\lcxico, and who now reside in the republic, 
shall be entitled to all the rights of which their parents were 

• posscsst..-d nt th!! time of their death. The citizens of the re
I>ublic ahnll not be compelled to reside on the land, but shall 
have their lines plainly marked. 

All urdcn; of sun•ey legally obtained by nny citizen of the 
r.·public, from nny lcgnlly authorized commissioner, prior to the 
net of the Into consultation closing the lnnd ofliccs, shall be valued. 
In nil cnscs the nctunl selllcr and occupant of the soil shaH be 
entitled, in locating his land, to include his improvement, in 
preference to nil otlwr claims not acquired previous to his settle
ment, according to the law of the land and this constitution, 
providL·d, that nothing herein contained shall prejudice the ri.-ht 
nf nny citizen from "hom n settler may hold land by rent" or 
lc·tsc. 

And whereas the protection of the public domain from unjust 
nnd frnudulent claim<~, nnd quieting the people in the enjoyment 
of their lnnds, is one of the grcut duties of this convention ; and 
'' hcrc.'IJ the lcgi-latun: of the t~tc of Conhuilu and Tcxns 
hnvinc; pa ctl nn net in the year 183 1, in behalf of General John 
T. \lnson, of ~ew York, and another on the J.lth dny of March, 
18:J:i, under which the enormous amount of 1100 leagues of 
lnncl hn$ brcn claimed by sundry individuals, some of whom 
rc~idr in fordg11 countries, und ure not citizens of the republic; 
which .aid nets nrc contmry to articles •tth, 12th, and 15th, of 
the laws of 1824, of the general congress of )lexico, nnd one of 
said nels for that cnuse hns, by the suid gcncml congress of ~Icx
ico, been dcclnrcc.l null nnd void : it is hereby declared tlu1t the 
said net of 1 :J I, in favour of John T. Mason, and of the 14th 
of :\larch, 18:J:i, of the snid legislature of Coahuila and Texas, 
and each and every gnmt founded thereon, is, and was from the 
beginning, null and ,·oid ; and all surveys made under pretence 
of authority derived from said nels nrc hereby declart•d to be null 
nncl void ; and all clc,·cn-lcngue cluims located within twenty 
leagues of the bonndury line between Texas and the United 
::it 1te~ of America, which hove been located contrnry to the laws 
of :\fc:\ico, nrc hereby declared to be null and void; nnd whereas 
m~ny sun•eys unci titles to land have been made whil~t most 
of tho people of Tcxns wcro absent from home, sen·ing in the 
cmnpaign ngnin~t Bejar, it is hereby declared that all the surveys 
and locutions of land made since the net of the lnte consultation 
l'losing the lnnd offices, nnd all tillcs to land made since thnt 
tinll', arc und shall be null and void. 

And wlwreas tlu: present unscltlrd state of the country and the 
general wclf(lrc of the people demand that the operations of the 
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land-office and the whole land system shall be suspended until 
persons serving in the arm) can have a fair and equal chance'' ith 
those remaining at home to select nnd locate their lnnds, it is 
hereby declared thnt no ~>urvey or title which may hereafter be 
made shall be valid, unless such survey or title shall be 
authorized by this convention or some future congre. s of the 
republic. And with a view to the simplification of the land &) s 
tem, and protection of the people and the govemment from liti
gation and fraud, a gencrol Jand-oflicc hhllil be established, where 
all the land-titles of the republic shall be rc~-.ristercd, and the 
''hole territory of the republic shall be sectionized in a manner 
hereafter to be prescribed by law, "bich shaH enable the officers 
of the govemmcnt or any citizen to ascertain with certainty the 
lands that are ,·acnnt, nnd those lands IVhich may be covered by 
valid ti ties. 

ec. 11. .\nv n.mendment or amendments to this constitution 
may be proposed in the bouse of reprc.cntntives or senate, and if 
the same sbnll be agreed to by a majority of tbl! members elected 
to each of the two houses, such proposed amendment or amend
ments shall be entered on the journals, with the yens nnd nnp 
thereon, and referred to the congrc:;s then next to be cho. en, and 
shall be published for three months previous to the election, nnd 
if the congress next chosen as aforesaid, ~hall pass :.aid nmcndment 
or amendment:; by a vote of two third!! of all the mcmbcn elected 
to each bouse, then it shall be the duty of said congress to sub
mit said propo:.ed amendrnent or amendments to the people in such 
manner and at such times as the congress shnll prescribe ; and if 
the people shall approve nnd ratify such amcndmeM or amend
ments by a majority of the electors qualified to vote for members 
of congress voting thereon, such amendment or amendments bhall 
become a part of this constitution: Pro\'idcd, ho\\cver, tbnt uo 
amendment or amendments be referred to the people oftener than 
once in three years . 

DECL.\R \TION OP RIOIITS. 

This declaration of rights is declared to be a part of this con
stitution, and bhall never be violated on any pretence whatever. 
And, in order to guard . nguin~>t the transgression of the hi~h 
powers which we ha\·c dclbgated, we declare that every thing in 
this bill of rights contained, and every other right. not hereby 
delegated, is rcscned to the people. 

First. All men, when they form n social compact, l1avc equal 
rights, and no man or set of men arc entillcd to exclusive public 
privileges or emoluments from the community. 

Second. All political power is inherent in the pcoplr, nnd all 
free governments are founded ou that authority, and instituted 
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for their benefit i and they hn,·c nt all limes an inalienable right 
to niter their govcnunent in such a manner ns they may think 
proper. 

'l'hird. No preference shall be given by law to any religious 
dcnotninntion or mode of worship over another, but every pcn.on 
hall be permitted to won;hip God according to the dictates of 

his O\\ n conscience. 
Fourth. Every citizen sbn\1 be at liberty to speak, write, or 

publi~h his opinion on any subject, being responsible for the 
nbu~c of that pri,·ilegc. No law shn\1 ever be pnsscd to curtail 
the liberty of sprech or of the press i and in all prosecutions fo r 
libch, the truth may be given in evidence, and the jury shall 
h:n-c the right to dctcmtine the law and net under the direction 
of the court . 

Fifth. The people shall be secure in their persons, l1ouses, 
~Pl'r , nnd )lOS essions from all unreasonable S<:arcbcs or seizures, 
and no \farrnnt hall issue to search any place, or seize any per
son or thing, \\ ithout de•cribing the place to be searched, or the 
person or thing to be seized, \\ithout probable cause, supported 
by o.•th, or aflinnation. 

Sixth. I n all criminal pro~ecutions the accused shall have the 
r'..,ht of being heard, hy himself, or counsel, or both i he shall 
ha\ c the right to demand the nature and cause of the accusation, 
11lanll be confronted "ith the witncs~es against him, and have 
t·ompulsory proce · for ol>taitting witnesses in his favour. And 
in nil prosecutions hy presentment or indictment, be shall hn,·c 
the right ton speedy and public trinl, by nn impartial jury; he 
~;hull not be compelled to give evidence against himself, or be 
dl•privcd of life, liberty, or property, but by due course of law. 
And no frcemnn shall be holden to answer for any criminal charge, 
but on pr~scnlmrnl or indictment, by n b'Tllnd jury, except in the 
hnd and nn\·ul furc-cs, or in the militia when in actual sen·icc in 
timl' of \Htr or puhlic danger, or in cases of impeachment. 

~evcnth. Xo citizen bhull be deprived of pri"ilcges, outlnwcd, 
cxill·d, or in nny manner dil;franchiscd, except by due course of 
tlw hw of the l.md. 

Eighth. ~o tttle of nobility, hereditary prh·ill'ges, or honours, 
~ohall ever h,, ~rnnted or conferred in this republic . No person 
holding any ollice of profit or trust shall, without the consent of 
congrcs~, rl·ccive from any foreign state any present, oflicc, or 
l'lllnhtml·nt of any kind. 

Xiuth. K o person, for the sume ofll·ncc, shnll be twice put in 
jeopardy of life or limb. And the right of trial by jury shall 
remain invinl.tte. 

'J\·nth. All persons shall be bailable by sufficient security, 
unle~s for capitnl critnl'S, when the proof is evident or presumption 
strung; and the privilt•gc ot' the writ of "llnbeus Corpus" shall 
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not be suspended except in cases of rebellion or invasion, when 
the public safety may require it. 

Ele\·enth. Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive 
fines imposed, nor cruel or unusual punishments inflicted. .\II 
courts shall be open, nnd every man for any injury dune him in 
his lands, goods, person, or reputation, shall have rcmcd) b} due 
course of law. 

Twelfth. Xo person shall be imprisoned for debt in conse-
quence of inability to pay. 

Thirteenth. Xo person's particular services shall be dcmandt•d, 
nor property taken or applied to public use, unless by the con
sent of himself or representative, without just compensation bt:ing 
made therefor according to low. 

Fourteenth. Every citizen shnll have the right to bear nrms in 
defence of himself and the republic. The military shall at all 
times and in nll cases be subordinate to the ci ,·il power. 

Fifteenth. The sure and certain defence of a free people is a 
well-regulated militia; nnd it shnll be the duty of the lt:gislnturc 
to enact such laws as may be necessary to the orgnnizntion of the 
militia of this republic. 

Sixteenth. Treason ngninst this republic shall consist only in 
levying war against it, or adhering to its enemies, hriving tllt'm 
aid and support. No retrospective or er post facto law, or laws 
impairing the obligations of contracts, shall be made. 

Seventeenth. Perpetuities or monopolies arc contrary to the 
genius of a free go,·crnmcnt, and shall not be allowed; nor shull 
the laws of primogeniture or entailments ever be in force in thi:. 
republic. 

The foregoing constitution was unanimously adopted by the 
delegates of Texas, in convention assembled, at the town of 
Washington, on the seventeenth day of March, in the year of om 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and thirty-six, and of the inde
pendence of the republic the first. 

In witness whereof we have hereunto subscribed our names. 
RICHARD ELLIS, 

President and Delegate from Red River. 

C. B. Stewart 
James Collinsworth 
Edwin Waller ' 
A. Brigham 
John S. D. Byrom 
Francis Ruis 
John S. Roberts 
Robert II amilton 
Collin 11'Kinny 
A. 11. Latimore 

James Power 
Sam Houston 
J. Antonio Nnvaro 
William D. Lacy 
William Menifee 
John Fisher 
Matthew Qnlwell 
William Motley 
L orenzo de Zavelln 
George W. Smyth 
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• tcphen IT. E\·cretl 
Elijah h:pp 
Claiborne West 
William B. Lcntes 
\[. B. Menr~rd 

ydny C. P ennington 
Samuel P. Cnrson 
Thomas J. Rusk 
William C. Crawford 
John Turner 
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A. B. Hardin 
John W. Bunton 
Thomn~ J. Gnzley 

Benjamin Briggs Goodrich 
James G. wisher 

R. M. Colemnn 
Sterling C. Robertson 
George C. Childress 
Hnily J fnrdimnn 
Hobert Potter 
Charles Tnvlor 
Edwnrd Co"nrnd 
111artin Palmer 
J.uncs Goines 
\\ illinm Clark, Jun. 

George W. Barnett 
Jesse Grimes 
E. 0 . L egrnnd 
David Thomas 

. Rhodes Fisher 
John W. Bower 
J. B. W oods 
A. Briscoe 
Thomas Barnett 
Jesse B. Hadgl!lt 
Stephen W. Blount 

.1 do hcr~by t'crtify that I have carefully compared the fore
~om~ constttuti~n, and fintl it to be a t rue t'opy from the original, 
ltled tn the archtves of the con\·cntion. 

Given under my hnnd this 17th dny of ~larch, 18:l6. 
Attest. JL . Kl'rDLE, 

Secretary of the Convention. 

COLO ' JZATION LAW OF 1823. 

\ugmrtin, by Divine Providence, and by the congress of th~ 
nntion, liNt t'onstitutionnl emperor of :\[exico, nnd grand 
nta ter of tho imperial order of Guadalupe, T o all who shall 
scl' the. c presen ts, know ye, That the Juntn 'acional Insti
tnycnte of tltt \[cxicnn empire bas decreed, and we snnction 
the follo11 ing :-

The J untn •acion'\1 · Instituyente of the :\Iexican empire 
being convinced by the urgent recommendations of the govern
ment, of the nl'Crssity and importance of giving to the empire a 
gcncrnl law of colonization, have thought proper to decree as 
follow:-

AnTtcr.r. 1. The government of tl1 c Mexican nation will 
protect the liberty, property, and civil rights of all foreigners who 
profess tho Romnn catholic apostolic religion, the established 
religion of tl1e empi re. 

AllT. 2. To facilitate their establishment the executive 11 ill 
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distribute lands to them, under the conditions nnd tcm1s lll'rcin 
expressed. 

ART. 3. The emprc ario~, hy \\hom is understood thost' who 
introduce at lea~t two hundred families, shall pre,iously contmct 
with the executive, and inform it what branch of iuclu~try they 
propose to follow, the property or resource~ tl1ey intend to intro
duce for tl1at purpose; nncl any othl•r particulars tht•y mny dt·em 
necessary, in order that ,,;th thi necessary infonnntion the ex
ecutive may designate the province to which they 11111 t direct 
themsch·es; the bnds which they can occupy with the ri;;ht of 
property, and the other circumstances which may be considen·d 
necessnrv. 

ART. :1. Famili~ who emigrnt(', not included in n <'ontrnct, 
shall immediately present themseh·es to the ayuntamientos of the 
place where they wish to settle, in order thnt thi body, in confonnity 
with the instruction-; of thu ex('cutive, mny dt .i~nnte the hmds 
corresponding to them, agreeably to the industry "hich they may 
establish. 

ART. 5. The measurement of lnncl shaH be the fo1lowin~:
Establishing the vnra, at three geometrical f~et, n straight line of 
five thousand varns shall be n league: n square, eac:h of who~e 
sides shall be one league, shall be called n &itio; and this shall be 
the unity of counting one, two, or more sitios; five sitios shall 
compose one hacienda. 

"ART. 6. In the distribution made by go,·emmcnt, of land 
to the colonist~, for the fonnation of ,·illagcs, town~, citie;;, nnd 
pro\'inces, a distinction shall be mado bcl\\Cen ~zing lands, 
destined for the raising of stock, and lands suitable for forming, 
or planting, on account of the facility of irrigation. 

ART. 7. One labor shall be composed of one million !>qunre 
varas, that i::. to say, one thousand varas on each sid(', which 
measurement shall be the unity for countin~ one, two, or mnr.:: 
labors. These labors can be divided into hah-es nnd quarters, 
but not lc~s. 

ART. 8. To the colonists wl1ose occupation is farming, there 
cannot be given less than one labor; and those whose occupation 
is stock raising, there cannot be given less than one sitio. 

ART. 9. The government of itself, or by means of the n•ttho
ritics authorised for that purpose, can augment enid portions of 
land as may be decmedlproper, agreeably to the conditions nut! 
circumstances of the colonists. 

AnT. 10. Establibhments made under the former govern
ment which nrc now pending, .. hall be regulntecl by this law in 
all matters that may occur; but those that nrc finished shall 
remain in that state. 

ART. 11. As one of tl1e principal objects of laws in free 
go\'emments ought to be to approximate, so far as is possible, to 
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on eqUAl distribution of property, the government, taking into 
considcrntion the proliaions of this low, will adopt measure" for 
di,·iding out the lnnds, which may have nccumulated in largo 
portion , in the hnncls of individuals or corporations, and which 
nrc not cultimtl'd, indemnifying the proprietor·, fur the just price 
of ~uch lnnds to be fixed by appraisers. 

\ liT. 12. Tlw union of many families at one place shall be 
called a village, town, or city, agreeably to the number of its in
hnbitnnta, it• exlt•nsion, lot·ality, nncl other circum~tnnccs which 
may cbnrnctcrizc it, in conformity with the lnw on that sulljcct. 
The same r._~ullltions for it:, intcrmll government ond police, shall 
be obst•n·ccl n~ in tht• other" of the same clnss in the empire. 

ART. I ;J. C•m· shall ht• token in the formation of said new 
LO\\ n , that, ao f.ar as the situation of the ground will penn it, 
the str~cts shnll bo }.tid off straight, mtming north nod soutlt, 
ca.t and west. 

ART. II. Province hall be formed whose supcrficcs shall be 
ix thou and square lragm·a. 

, \ R 1. !.> •• \ s aoon us n sufficient number of families may be 
unitccl to form one or more towns, their loc:U go,·crnment ~hall 
be regulated, :md the constitutional nyunt.1micntos and other 
lnc:U t-stnbli hment.~ fonnl'd in confonnit\· with the laws . 

. .\nr. 16. The JtOVcmment shall tnke cart•, in accord with 
the rt'specti,·c ecclt· in~tical authority, that these new towns nrc 
pro\ idL•d with 11 .ufficient number of spiritual pastors, and in like 
mamwr, it \\ill propose to congress n plnn for their decent sup
port. 

AnT. 17. I n the tli,tribution of lands for settlement among 
the clilfl•rcnt pro\ ince the go\•cnunent shall toke care that the 
colonists shall be located in those which it mny consider the most 
important to settle. As n general rule, the colonists who orri\'c 
firbt shnll hove the prcli.·rcnce in the selection of land. 

AuT. I R. ~ :llivcs of the countrv shall ha,·e n preference in 
the distribution of land, and particu.larly the military of the omty, 
of the thrcl' guarantees, in confonnity with the decree of the 27th 
of .\lnrch, 18:.?1; and also those who served in the first. epoch of 
the insurrt"ction. 

AnT. I!J. Tl) c:tch l'lllprt•sario who introduces nnd estnblishcs 
f.1milics in nny of the prm inces dl•signatcd for colonization there 
shall he granted nt the ratt• of tltn•c haciendas and two lnbors for 
cnch two hundred fnmilies so introducl•d by him, but he will lose 
the right of property over said lnncls, should he not han• popu
lated and cultimtl·d them in twch·c years from tho dnte of the 
concession. The premium cnnnot exceed nine ltncicndns nnd 
six lnbor11, whnte\'Cr may be the number of families he intro
clucce. 

AnT. 20. At the end of twenty years the proprietors of the 
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lands, acquired in virtue of the foregoing nrliclc, must alienate 
two-thirds part of s:lid lands, either by sale, donation, or in nny 
other manner he pleases. The law authorizes him to hold in full 
property and dominion one-third part. 

ART. 21. The two foregoing articles nre to be unders tood as 
go,·erning the contracts made within six months, as after that 
time, counting from the day of the promul~alion of this law, the 
executive can diminish the premium as it may deem proper, gh·in~ 
an account thereof to congress, with such information o.s may be 
deemed necessary. 

ART. 22. The date of Ule concession for lands constitutes an 
inviolable law for the right of property nod legal ownership. 

hould any one, through error or by subsequent concession, oc
cupy land belonging to another, he shall havt• no right to it, fur
ther Lhnn a preference in case of sale, at the current price. 

ART. 23. If after two years from the dale of the concc sion 
the colonist should not have cultivated his lantl, the right of pro
perty shall be considered a" renounced, in which case the respec
tive ayuntamiento can grant it to another. 

Aar. 21. During the first six years from the date of the con
cession, the colonists shall not pny tithes, duties on their pro
duce, nor any contribution under whatc\·cr name it may be 
called. 

ART. 25. The next six. years from the same date they shall 
pay half tithes, and the half of the contributions, whctller direct 
or indirect, that nrc paid by the other citizens of the empin·. 
Mter this time, they shall, in all things relating to taxes nncl 
contributions, be placed on the same fooling with the other citi-
zens. 

ART. 26. All the instruments of husbandry, machinery, nncl 
other utensils, that arc introduced hy the colonists for their u t•, 
at the time of their coming to the empire, shall be free, as also 
the merchandize introduced by each family, to the amount of t\\ O 
thousand dollars. 

ART. 27. All foreigners who come to establish tl1cmschcs in 
the empire shall be considered as naturalized, should they exer
cise any useful profession or industry by which, nt the end of 
three years, they have a capital to support themselves with de
cency, and are married. Those who with the foregoing qualifica
tions marry ~Iexicans will acc1uirc particular merit for the obtain
ing letters of citizenship. 

ART. 28. Congress will grant letters of citizenship lo tho~e 
who solicit them in conformity with the conRtitution of the em-
pire. 

ART. 29. Every individual shall he free to lca\'e the empirt>, 
and can alienate the Lands over which he may have acquirccl the 
right of property, agreeably to the tenor of this law, nod he can 
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likcwi e tuke away from the pountr:,~ all his property, by paying 
the dutil's c tnbli,hccl by law. 

AnT. 30 . • \ftcr the publication of thi:1 law there can be no 
sale or purchn c of slav I.'s '' hieh mny be introduced into the ••m
pirc. The children of slaves born in the empire shall be free at 
fourteen ycnrs of age. 

AnT. :H. All foreigners who may have e.tnhlished themsch(;s 
in nny of the pro\ incc, of the empire, under a pcrmbsion of the 
former government, ''ill remain on the lands which they may 
hu1·c occupil·d, bl•ing governed by the tenor of this law in th~; 
distribution of said lnnds. 

AnT. 32. The l'Xecutivc, ns it may conceive necessary, ''ill 
dl or lease the lands, which, on account of tlwir l•>cal situation, 

may bt• the mo l imporlllnt, being governed with I'C!ipcct to all 
othl'nl by the provisions of this lnw. 

This la11 ~hall be pre cnted to his Imperial )fajesty, fur his 
sanl't.ion, publication, nnd fulfilment. 

;\Icxico, :Jcl Jnnu.1ry, 1N2:J-3d of the inde-
pendence uf the empire. 

Ju,\s Fn \~Chco, bishop of Dur:mgo, president. 
AsTo~ co nt: :'IIu:n, memher and secrl!lary. 
Ju.\s B \I'TisT.\ 01: AncoPE, member and sccrclllry. 

'l'hl•rcforc we order nll tribunals, judges, chief~, gowmors, 
nnd nil other nuthoritic~, ns well ch·il, as military, nnd l'Cclesi
n tical, of w hntcver class or dignity they may be, to comply with 
this ch•cr~'l', nnd cause it to be eompliC'd with, in all its parts, and 
) ou \1 iiJ cau c it to be printed, published, nnd circulated. 

GiHn in ~texico, lth J nnunry, 1823. 
Signed by the Emperor. 

To Don Jose :\l:111ucl de H errera, Minister of 
lnttrior nnd Exterior Hclntions. 

:NATIOXAL COLONIZATION LAW. 
Tuc supreme ex~·cutivc power, provi~ionally appointed by 

the general sovcr.•ign constituent congress- To all who shall sec 
and undcrstmul these presents; know yc, thnlthe said congress 
has decreed ns follows: -

AnTICLI: I . The :\fexicnn nnlion offers to forciA"Jlers, who 
come to establish thrmsches within its territory, secnrity for their 
persons nnd properly, provided they subject themselves to the 
laws of the country. 

AnT. 2. This law comprehends 010sc lands of the nat~on, not 
the property of indi1 idunls, corporations, or towns, wh1ch can 
be colonized. 

ActT. a. For thi!l purpose the legi&latures of all the S~'llcs 
will, as soon us possible, form colonization luws, or regulations, 

li 1.{ 
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for their respective stntes, conformin~ thcmsch·es in nil things to 
the constitutional act, general constitution, nnd the n·gulations 
established in this law. 

AnT. •J. There cannot bl• colonized nny lands eomprehentll·d 
within twenty leagues of the limits of nny fon·i~n nation, nor 
within ten league:. of the coa~ts, without the previous approbation 
of the gener.J supreme cxecutiw power. 

AnT. 5. If. for the defencl' nnd security of the nation, the 
fedcrnl government should deem it necessary to usc any portion 
of these lands for the construction of wan·houscs, nrscnals, or 
other public edifices, they can do so, with the approbation of 
the gcnero.l congress, or in its rccc.1s, of the council of govern
ment. 

AnT. 6. Until after four years from the publication of this 
law there shall not be imposed any tax whatc\·er on the l'ntr:mro 
of the persons of foreigners "ho come to e~tnblish thcmsehc!! fur 
the first time in the nation. 

AnT. 7. Until after the year l R 10 the gcneml con,:rrc ~shall 
not prohibit the cntmnce of nny forl'if,"ller ns n eoloni t, unless 
imperious eircumstnncc:; should require it, "ith respect to the in
W\iduals of a particular nution. 

AnT. 8. The ~o,·emmcnt, without prl:judicing tho objects of 
this law, shall mkc such precautionary mcusurcs as it ma) deem 
expedient for the security of the confederation, as rl·spects the fo
reigners who come to colonize. 

AnT. 9. A preference shall he ~ivcn in the distribution of 
lands to :.\[exican citizens, nnd no other lliatinclion shall be made 
in regard to them, except that which is founded on individual 
merit, or services r•·ndcrcd the country, or undt•r cquul circum
stances a residence in the place where the lands to be di~tributcd 
are situated. 

ART. 10. The military, "ho, in virtue of the offer m:~de on the 
27th :.\larch, 1821, have a right to lands, shall be attended to by 
the states in confomtity with the diplomas which arc issued to 
that effect by the supreme cxccuth·c power. 

ART. 11. If in virtue of the decree alluded to in the lost article, 
and taking into view the probabilities of life, the supreme execu
tive power should deem it expcdil·nt to alienate any portion of 
land in favour of any officer, whether civil or military, of the 
federation, it can do so from the vacant lands of the territories. 

A RT. 12. It shoJI not be pcnnillccl to unite in the sumc hands 
with the ri~ht of property more than one lcaf,rtte SIJUare of land 
suitable for irrigation, four square h·agucs in superficies of arable 
land without the facilit ies of irrigation, and six s11uarc leagues in 
superficies of grazing land. 

AuT. 13. The new colonists shall not tran:.fcr their property 
in mortm.lin ( m:~nus mucrlos ). 
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A ItT. 1 I. This lnw gunrnntccs the contracts which the emprc
s:lrios mnkc with the f.1milicR "hirh they hriu~ at their own ex
pense, pro\'ith·d they nrc not contrary to the lnws. 

,\ ur. 15. 'I,> person whn, hy virtttl' of this law acquires a title 
tn lnmt~. shall holtl them if he is domiciliated out of the limits of 
the r.•public. 

AnT. lG. The government, in conformity with the provisions 
C'l;tnhlishrd in this law, \\ill proceed to colonize the territories of 
the republic. 

:\texico, 18th August, 182 I. 
C\YIT\SO J n\IIIIA, President. 
Pcnno De Auc'l \D.\1 Member and Secrewy. 

Therefore we commnntl it to he printed, circulated, n.nd obeyed . 

.NicOL\~ Bn.\\'0 } y (l ' )fcmhcrs of the upreme 
ICI.sTI: •L 1 nne no, Executive Power. 

~I!OU£1 D0\111\0UCZ, 

l'OI.O'i 17 \ TI0:-1 L,\.\V OF TilE STATE OF CO:\IIUIL.\ 
A:\D TEX.\S. 

The go\·ernor prO\;~ionnlly appointed by the sowrci~n congress 
of thi~ stntc,-To nil who shall sec these prc:;euts, know-that 
the s:ml congress have decrcl•d ns follows :-

Dl·Crl'C ::-..o. 16. The ronstituent congress of the free, independent, 
and sovereign st:1tc of Coahuila nnd Texn~, desiring by eYery 
possihll· mc.'lns to nugmrnt the population of its territory, pro
moll' the cullh·ntion of its fl•rtile lnnds, the raising nnd multi
plic.'ltion of stock, nnd the progress of the nrts nnd com
mcrc."e, and being governed hy the constitutional net, lhe federal 
cnnstitution, anti the ha,is established by the national decree 
of the gl•nernl congrc~s, No. 72, hn,·e thought proper to decree 
the folio\\ ing lnw of colonization:-
fdtT. 1. All foreigners, '' ho in virtue of the general law of the 

llith Au~ust, 1821, which guarantees the security of their per
sons nnd pro pert\' in the territory of the Mexican nation, wish to 
remove to nny of the scttk·ments of the stale of Coahuila and 
Texas, nrc at liberty to do so; and the said state invites and calls 
them . 

AnT. 2. Those "ho do so, instead of being incommoded, shall 
he admitted bv the local authorities of said setllcments, who shall 
freely prnnit them to pursue any branch of industry that they 
mny think proper, pm' iclcd they respect the general laws of the 
nation, and those of the state. 

II It 2 
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ART. 3. Any foreigner already in the limits of the st:ttc of 
Coahuila and Texas, who wishes to settle himself in it, shallmnkl• 
a declaration to that ellcct before tlw ayuntamiento of the placl.', 
which he selects as his residence; the ayunt.'Ul1iento in such case 
shall administer to him the oath, which ·he must take to obey the 
federal and state constitutions, and obscn•c the religion ~~·hich 
the former prescribes; the name of the person and his family, if 
be has any, shall then be registered inn book kept for that pur
pose, with a statement of where he wns bom, and whence from, 
his age, whether married, occupation, ancl that he has taken the 
oath prescribed, and con~idering him from that time, and not 
before, as domiciliated. 

ART. 4. From the day in wltich nny foreigner has been enrolled 
as an inhabitant, in conformity with the foregoing article, he is at 
liberty to dt..-signatc any vacant land, and the respective politic:ll 
authority will grant it to him in the same manner as to a n:ttivc 
of the country in conformity with the cxistin~ laws of the nation, 
under the condition that the proceedings shall be passed to thl• 
government for its approbation. 

ART. 5. Foreigners of any nation, or a nati1·c of any of the 
Mexican states, can project the formation of new towns on any 
lands entirely vacant, or even on those of an individU11l in the 
case mentioned in 35th article; but the new settlers who pre cnt 
themselves for admission must prove their Christianity, morality, 
and good habits, by a certificate from the authorities ''here they 
formerly resided. 

ART. 6. Foreigners who emigrate at the time in 11hich the 
general sovereign congress may have prohibited their entrance 
for the purpose of colonizing, us they have the power to do, alh·r 
the year 1810, or previous to that time, as respects those of any 
particular nation, shall not then be admitted ; and thosl· whu 
apply in proper time shall always subject themselves to such pre
cautionary mcastucs of national security which the supreme 
government, without prejudicing the object of this law, may think 
proper to adopt relative to them. 

ART. 7. The government shall take care that witbin the twenty 
lea.,<TUes bordering on the limits of the United States of the Xurth, 
and ten leagues in a straight line from the coast of the Gulf of 
Mexico, within the limits of this state, there shall be no other 
settlements except sucn as merit the approbation of the supreme 
government of the Union, for which object, nll petitions on the 
subject, whether made by Mexicans or foreigners, shall be passed 
to the superior government, accompanied by a corresponding 
report. 

ART. 8. The projects for new settlements, in which one or 
more persons offer to bring at their expense one hundred or more 
familcs, shall be presented to the government, and if found con-
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formahle \\ ith thb lnw thcy will be admitted : and the govern
ment\\ ill irnnwdiatcly desi~natc to the contractors the land where 
they arl! to c:.tablbh themselves, and the term of six years, within 
"hidt they mu t present the number of families they contracted 
fur, under the penalty of losing the rights nnd privileges oflcred 
in their favour, in proportion to the number of families which 
they fail to introduce, and the contract totally annulled if they 
do not bring nt ~l-ast one hundred families. 

AnT. 0. Contracts made by the contractors or undertakers, 
t·mprcsarios, with the families brought nt their expense, nrc gua
r.mteetl by this lnw, too far as they nrc conformable with its pro
\isions . 

• \RT. 10. In the distribution of lands, n preference shall be 
~hen to the militnry entitled to them, by the diplomas issued by 
the supreme cxccutin• power, and to ~lcxican citizens who are 
not military, :unon:.t \\hom there shall be no other distinction 
than that liJUmh-d on their individual merit, or sen ices performed 
for the country, or in l·qual circumstances, a residence in the 
pl.tcc \\ hl'rl' the land m:ty be situated ; the quantity of land 
"hich mny be granted is designated in the following articles . 

. \nT. II. A quare of land, which on each side has one leagut' 
or lhe thousand vara , or what is the same thing, a superficies of 
l\\enty-lhc million mras, shull be called a sitio; and this shall 
be the unity for counting one, two, or more sitios; and also the 
unit) for counting ont•, two, or more lnbors, shall be one million 
scpntt• \',lrJ , or one thousand varas on each side, which shall 
compost· a !.thor. The vara for this measurement shall be three 
geometrical feel. 

AnT. I:!. Takin~ the above unity as a basis, nnd observing the 
distinction "hich must he mndt• between grnzing land, or that 
\\hieh i~ ptopcr fur raising of stock, nnd f.tnning land, with or 
,dthnul the f.tcility of irril{ation, this law grants to the contractor 
or contractors fur the t•stahlishmcnt of a new settlement, for each 
hundred familit·s which he mav introduce and establish in the 
stnll•, lin- sitio" of ~razing lanJ, and five labors, nt lea~t the one
h.tlf ol '' hich, shall he '' ithout the facility of irri~ation ; but tht•y 
can only ren·i,·e this premium for eight hundn·d families, although 
a grcatt•r number should be introduced, and no fraction "hatc:vcr 
lt•,;s than one hundred shall entititlc them to any premium, not 
even prupurtinnally. 

\ttl. I :1. !-ihuuld any contractor or contrnrtor~ in \'irtlll' of the 
nnmhcr ol f.tmilit·s "hil'l1 he m:t) ha\'c introduct•d, acquire, in con
form it\' ''it h tlw last art it-h•, more than de\' en squnn· leagues of 
land, ft shall ne\'ertlwh•ss In• gmuted, hut subject to the condi
tion of alit·rwtin~ thl• exrt•ss, within twdw yt•ars; and if it is 
nul d()lll'

1 
the n·~pt•rti\c puliticnl authorit) shall do it, by selling 
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i t at public sale, deli>ering the proceeds to the owners, after 
deducting the costs of sale. 

A RT. 1 1. To each f.1mily comprdlcndcd in n rontract, who o.: 
sole occupation is cultivation of land, one luhor ~>hall be given ; 
should he also be a stock raiser, grazing land shall be added tll 

complete a sitio, and should his only occupation be rabing of 
stock, he shall only receive n superficies of brmzing land equal tu 
twenty-four million square bars. 

A nT. 15. "Cnmarricd men shnll rccch·c tbc same quantity 
when they enter the matrimonial state, nnd foreigncfli "ho 
marry native :\Iexicnns, shall rcccivt• one- fourth more; those 
who arc entirely single, or do not form n part of some 
family, whether foreigners or natives, shall contl•nt thcmsdves 
11·ith the fourth part of the nbo,·c-menti(lned qun.ntity, which is 
all that can be given them untiltlwy marry. 

ART. 16 . .Familie~, or unmarried men, "ho, entirely of their 
own accord, ha>c emi(..rratcd, nml may wish to unite them elves 
to any new to'l'l ns, can at all times do so, nnd the same quantity 
of land shall be assigned them '1'1 hich is mcntionecl in the t \\ o 
last articles; but if they do ~o within the fir:.t six years from tho 
establishment of the settlement, one lahur more &hall he civen to 
families, and single men in place of the quarter desigrlatcd in 
the lJth : l rticlL', shall h:n-c the third 1>nrt. 

ART. 17. It appertains to the government to nu~ment the qo:m
tity indicated in the lith, 15th, nnd lOth Articles, in proportion 
to the family industry, and activity of the ruloni~t~, agreeably l<> 
the information gi1·cn on those subjects by the ayuntnmicnto:. and 
commissioners; the s:tid government always ohscn ing the pro
,·isions of the 12th Article, of the degree of the general l·ongrcss 
on the subject. 

ART. 1 g, The families who emibrrnte in conformity \1 ith tho 
16th Article, shall irnmcdi:ttdy present themselves to the politi
cal authority ofthepl:tce \\hich tlwy may have chosen fur tlwir re
sidence, who, findin~ in tht·m the recptisitc~, prt-scrihcd hy thi(law 
for new settlers, shall admit them, and put them in possession 
of the corresponding lands, nnd shnll immediately give an account 
thereof to the government, who of thcmsclvel!, or by means of a 
person commissioned to that dlcct, will issue them n title. 

ART. 19. The Indians of all nations, bordering on the st:tll', 
as well as wandering tribes that may be \1 ithin its limit~, shall 
be received in the markets, "ithont paying any duties "hatcwr 
for commerce, in the products of the country ; and if attractt·d 
by the moderation and confidence, with \lhich they shall ho 
treated, any of them, after lmving first declan:d themsch·es in 
favor of our reli~rion and in~titutions, "ish to t'stnhlish tlwmsd vcs 
in any settlement:. that arc fortninj.(, they shall he admillccl, and 
the same rtuantity of Janel gi1cn them, as to tl•c setl!Lrs spoken 
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of in the l ith nnd Lith Articles, always preferring nati\·c Indians 
to ~tmng~rs. 

AltT. 20. I n order that there may be no vac:!'lnci~·s between 
tract~, of \\ hich grl!at carl! shall be taken in the di~tribution of 
lamb, it shall hi! laid ofr in squares, or otl1cr forms, although 
irn·:-•ulnr, iftlw local situation requires it; and in said distribution, :HI 

wl'll :L~ the a signation of lands for new towns, pre\'iou'i notice 
shall bl! g-h en to the adjoin in~ proprietors, if a11y, in order to 
prl vent dissensions and law suits. 

A nr. 21. If by error in tl1e concession, nny Janel shall be 
gr:mtetl belonging to another, on proof being made of that fact, 
.m l'qu.LI !JUIIUtity shnll bl! grantee! clsewhcw to the person whl) 
may ha\'e thus obtained it thmu~h error, and he !>hall he indemni
fied hy the owner of such 1:\nd for any improvements lw may 
h.l\'e m:uh•; the just \alue of which impro\·emcnts shall he as
certnincd hy npprnisers. 

A nr. :.!2. The new scttlcrll, ns an acknowh:d:.nnent, shall pay 
to the stntc for t•nch sitio of pasture land, thirty dol1.1r:;; two 
dulhns ant! n half for each labor without the facility of irri~ation , 
nncl tlm'C dolla111 nnd a hall' fur ('ach one that can be irri!!ated, 
anc.l so on proportionally, accordin!! to the qunntity nr ctuality of 
the lnncl di tributetl ; but the s:tid paymenb need not be made 
until 11ix yenrs after tlw settlement, and by thirds : the first 
\\ithin four year~, the second within fi1·c vcnrs, nntl thl· last within 
six ye.m, uiulcr the penalty of losing the land for f.1ilur,• in any 
of said payments; there arc excepted from this pnymcnt, the 
eo11lr.1ctors ami military, spokt·n of in the 1Oth nrticle; the fllrmer, 
\\ ith n•spcct to lnnds giH·n them as a pr!.'mium, aml the latter, 
fur those \1 hich tlwy obtaim•tl in conformity 1\ ith their tliplumas. 

AnT. :.!:1. The ayuntamientos of each municipality (Comarca) 
shall collect the ahuvc mcntiont•d funds, gratis, by means of a 
committe<.', appointed either within or without their body ; and 
shall remit them as they nrc collected to the trcasurl'r of their 
fund, who \1 ill gi\'e the corrl!spondin~ n·ceipt, and without any 
other cmnpcnsatinn than (Wtl and :t half JWr cent., all that shall be 
allum.:d him; he shall huh! them at the disposition uf the ~uvcrn
nwnt, rt·mlcring an account of e\'ery month of the in~ress and 
l'grcss, and of any rcmissnl·ss or fraud whit·h he may ohscrn! in 
tht·ir collection; fitr the ctHrl'ct managcmt•nt of all which , the 
pt·rson employed, nnd the committel', and the indilitluals of the 
nynntnmicntus 11 ho nppoint them, shall be individually r,•spon
sihk·, and that this respnnsibility may h<! at all tim,·s efi~·ctnal, 
tlw said appointments shall he mad<· rim rorc, and information 
shall he givt·n tlwrenf imnwdi:\lely tn the ~o\'Nnnwnt. 

\ u1. :.! 1. The gn1crnment will st·ll to ~lt•.xil'ans, and tt> tlwm 
on!~, such land~ as th,•y may wish to purchas<·.tuking t•an· then• 
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shall not be nccumnlnted in the same hnntls, more thnn eleven sitio,;, 
nnd under the condition thnt the purc!Hlst•r must cultil·ntc what 
he acquires by this title within six years from it nCIJUisition, 
under the p<'nalty of lo»ing thl·m; tfle price of each sitiu, subjt·et 
to llte for~oing condition, shall be 100 dollars, if it hl• pasture 
land ; 150 dolla~ if it be famting land, without the facility of 
irrigation ; and :250 dollars if it can be irrigated. 

ART. 25. Until six years after the publication of this ln'\• 
the legislature of this stnte cannot alter it as r<>gnrds the ac
knowledgment and price to be paid for lnnd, or as regards thu 
quantity nnd qunlity, to be distributed to the new scltlcrs, or 
solcl to :Mexicans. 

ART. :26. The new settlers, who within six yrars from the 
date of tlte po,scssion have not cultivated or occnpitd the l:tnds 
granted them, according to its quality, shall be con~idcrcd to lul\c 
renounced them, and the respective politk-ul authority, sh:tll 
immediately proceed to take pussl ion of them, nr.d recall the 
titles. 

ART. 27. The contractors and military, hcrdofore spoken of, 
and those who by purcha e hnvc UC<Juirccl lands, cn11 alicnute 
them at any time, but the aucccssor is obliged to cultivate them 
in the same time that the original proprietor wa:; bound to do ; 
the other settler:; can alienate theirs \\hen they have tutnlly 
cultivated them, and not before. 

ART. 2 ·. By tcstamentar) \\ill, made in conformity ,.. ith the · 
existing laws, or those which mny govcm in future nny new 
colonist, from the day of his Sl·ttleml·nt, mny dispn. c of hi. lnnd, 
although he may not haYe cultimtetl it ; nnd if he die~ intcst.1tt·, 
his property shall be inherited by the per on or pcr:;ons l·ntitlell 
by the laws to it, the heirs being !!Uhjcct to the same obligation 
and condition imposed on the original gmntec. 

ART. 29. Lands acquired by virtue of this lnw, shall not by 
any title whatever pass into mortmain. 

ART. 30. The new settler, '~ho, wishing to establish himself 
in a foreign count!), resolves to ll'tt\'e the territory of the state 
can do so freely, ~ith all hi~ property; but after lenYing the 
state, he shall not any longer hold his lnncl, anll if he hnd nut 
J>rcviously sold it, or the !laic should not be in conformity with 
the 27th .Article, it shall become entirely \ ncnnt. 

A RT. 31. Foreigncrg, "ho, in conformity with this law, hnve 
obtained lands, aud cstablisht·d themselves in any new settle
ment, shall be considered from tl1at moment, nnturali1ed in the 
country ; and by marrying a Mexican, they acquire a particular 
merit w obtain letters of citizenship of the stale, subject, however, 
to the provisions which may be made relative to both pnrtieulars, 
in the constitution of the state. 
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ART. 32. During the first ten years, counting from the day 
on which the nc'' settlements may have been el>tablished, they 
shall be free from all contributions of whatever denomination, 
"ith the exception of thohe which in case of invasion by an 
t·ncrny, or to pr1wcnt it, nrc generally imposed, and nil the pro
duce of nn-ricullurc or industry of the new settler:;, shull be frcu 
from exci c duty, nlcabnla, or other duties, throughout every part 
of the stat(;, with the exception of the duties referred to in the 
next article; aner the termination of that lime, the new settle
ment!! sh•tll be on the same footing as to tnxes with the old ones, 
and the colonibt shall also, in this particular, be on the same 
footing with the other inhnbit.'tnts of the state. 

ARr. :Ia. From the duy of their settlement, the new colonists 
sh •II bt.• at liberty to follow any branch of industl'), nnd can nlso 
\\ork mim·s of every description, communicating ''ith the supreme 
gon nuncnt of the confcderntinn, relative to the g('neral revenue 
npp('rtnining to it, nnd subjecting themschcs in all other parti
t·ulnl'll, to the ordinances or tnxt•s established, or which may be 
c.•tnbli hcd on this branch. 

ART. 31. Towns shall he founded on the sites deemed most 
suit:tble hy the go,·cnunent, or the person commissioned for this 
cll'cl'l, and for each one there shall be designated four square 
It-agnes, "hose oren may be in a regular or irrchrular fonn, 
ngn·cahly to the itu:~tion. 

AliT. a5. If any of the said sites should be the proprrty of nn 
in•lividual, nndthc cst:tblishmcnl of new towns on thl'lll should 
notoriously be of general utility, they ('an, notwithstanding, be 
approprintcd to this object, previously indemnifying the owner 
for its just \Oltw, to be determined by appraisers. 

An 1. :w. lluildin~ lot !I in the new to" ns shall be given gratis 
to the contrnctor11 of them, nnd also to artibts of every class, as 
many 1111 nrc nct·cssary for the establishment of their trnclt•; and 
tu tlw other s\'ltll·r they shall be solei at public auction, after 
having lwL·n pre' iously \'Olucd, under tl1c oblilr.ltion to pay the 
ptmha c mom·y hy instalments of one-third each, the first in six 
nwuth11, the set·oml in t\\ ehe months, and the third in l'ightcen 
month~ ; hut nll ow1wrs of lots, includin~ contractors and 
artists, hall annnully pay one dollar for ('nch lot," hich, together 
"ith tl1c produce of the ~;ales, shall be colleet('d by the nyuntn
micntns, and applil·d to the building of ehurchcs in said towns. 

AnT. :Ji. 'o for us is practit·ahlc, the to" ns shall be composed 
of nnti' c~ nnd fon·igncrs, nnd in t\tcir dclincntions, grent care 
shall hl· takt·n to lny ufl' the streets straight, giving them a tlirec
tion from north to south, and from east to west, "hen tl1c site 
will )ll rmit it. 

AnT. as. For the better lc~ation of the said 111!\V towns, their 
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regular formation nnd cxnct partition of their 1:\ntl:o nnd lot , the 
government, on acrount of having admitted nny project, nntl 
agreed with the contmctor or contractors, who mny hn1 c pre
sented it, ,ball commi. sion n p..·rson of intdligcncc ond conli 
dence, giving him uch 1mrticnlar instructions ns may he 
deemed necc~sary and cxpctli~nt, nnd nuthorizing him under 
l1is own respon~ibility, to nppoint one or more sun·cyol'll, to 
lay off the town :ocientificnHy, n.nd do whatever else mny bc re
quired. 

ART. 39. The governor, in conformity with the l:ut fcc bill, 
aronccl, of notnry publics of the nncicnt audience of )[cxico, sh tll 
designate the fees of the commissionl·r, 11 ho, in conjunction 11 ith 
the colonist!<, shall tix the sun·cyor's fees ; but both h:.ll be 
paid by the coloni.t , and in the manner "hich all parties among 
thcmsclvc may ~ce upon. 

ART. 40. A soon as nt lc:LSt fortv fnmilic nrc united in 
one place, they shnll proccccl to the· fonnol c tnbli hmcnt of 
the new towns. and nil of them hnll tnkc nn oat1t to upJ•ort 
the geocrnl nod tate constitutions; which ooth will he tulmini
stcred by the commis ioner ; they shnll then, in his pr cncc, 
proceed, for the first lime, to the cll"·ction of their municipal 
authorit\'. 

ART. :11. A new town, whose inhnbitonls lihnll not be l~s 
than two hundred, shnll elect an nyunt:m1icnto, provided there 
is not another one cstohli bed "itbin eight lcngucs, in v. hich ca c 
it shall be added to it. The number of imlh itlunls '' hich nrc to 
compose the ayuntamiento, ahllll be regulated by the existing 
laws. 

AnT. 42. Forei!-,rners nrc eligiblc, subject to the provi ion'\ 
which the con~titution of the :r.tntc mny prc.cribe, to cl~'ctthc mem
bers of their municipal authorities, nnd to be elected to the snme. 

ART. 43. The rnunicipnl expenses, and nil others which 
may be considend necessary, or of common utility to tlw 
new towns, shall be proposed to the govcmor, hy the nyuntn· 
rnicntos through the political chief, accompanied with o plan of 
the taxes, arbitrios, which in their <lpinion may he ju t nntl best 
calculated to rai c them, and should the proposed plan be ap
proved of by the govemor, he shall order it to be c.:otccutcd, suh
jcct however to the.t'csolutions of thu legislature, to whom it 
tthall he immediately passed '' ith his report, and thnl of the 
political chief, "ho will say whatever occurs to him on tho 
subject. 

AnT. 4•1. For the opening nnd impro\ ing of roads, nntl other 
public works in Texas, the government 11 ill tr.msmit to the 
chief of that departmcut, the iudividuals, who in other parts 
of the state may have been &cntcucctl to public v.orks a! vagran t~, 
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or for other crimes ; the o same person~ may he cmployetl by 
indh ielunls for competent wngt!s, and ns soon ns the time of their 
condemnation is cxpin:d, they c·m unite thcmscl\'I..'S us colonists, 
to nny settlement, nrul obtnin the corresponding lnnds, if their 
refonnntion shnll hnvc mntlc them worthy of such favour in the 
opinion of the chief of the dq>artmcnt, without whose certificate 
they &lull not he ndmittcd. 

Arn. Hi. The go\·cmmcnt, in nccord with the respccti\·e ordi
nary L-cclcsinstic.s, \\ill tuku c;uc tu provide the new settlements 
\1 ith the compctl·nt numbi'r of pastors, nnd in accord with the 
same nuthority, shnll propo e to the lehrislaturc for its npproha
tion, th~ alnry which the tl!lid pastor:; nre to rccl!ive, which shall 
be pnitl hy the new ettlcl"!! . 

.1\ nT. IIi. The new settlcl"!!, ns rehrards the introduction of 
In,· , hull uhjt'Cl thcmsch cs to the cxist.ing laws, nnd those 

''hich mBy hcrcnncr Le cstnbli hL'tl on the subject. 
A liT. 17. 'l'hc petitions nnw pending relative to tho suhj('Ct nf 

thi law, shnll be despatched in L'Clllformity with it, nnd for this 
JlUrpo e they shnll be Jl.'l.SSeel to tlw gu\cmor, nnd the fnmili 
11ho mity he tnbli hcd \\ilhin the limits of the tntr, \\itlwut 
h:ning nny lando signed them, hall auhmit them clvl's to thi 
lnw, nnel to the orders of the supn:mc gn,·emmrnt of the Union, 
with r~pcd to those who nrc "ithin twenty le.'lgttes of the limit!! 
of the nitctl Stnt of Atm•ric·t, and ten h:ngues in n straight 
line of the con l of the (iulf of ~texico . 

• \ nT. 1~. '!'his lim hall be puhlishcu in nil the 'illngl'S of the 
atntc; and thnt it nrrive nt the notic:e of nil others, throughout 
the ~h·xican confcdcrntinn, it shnll be comnmnicakd to tlwir 
rcspecti\'(~ lcgislnturcs by the secretary of this stnt1·; 'and the 
gn\ crnor will tnke (l.'lrticulnr cnrc to send a certifi('(l eopy nf it, 
in COillJllianrc \ ith the llith .\rticle of the fcc.leral ronstitution, 
to th!1two house.. of cnngrl~S, nntl the supreme l'Xl'rut.iw power 
nf the nntion, \\ith n Tl'!]UCSl to the lnth•r, tn gi\'C it g~·ncr,tl 
l'ircul.ttion through foreign stall·~, by menno; of our nmbas
sadon;. 

The go\ em or pro tr.m. of till' stale" ill cause it ltl be puhlbhl d 
nnd l'irculrltcd. 

(Signed) It \I \Ill n \ en ' ' \( Dt:Z, Pn·sid<'nt. 
Jt ~~ \'e11 sn C\lll'eh, }lh·mhl•r und :kcrdar)· 
Jo 1. Ju \IH •~ \ n HosALEs, ~h·mhl·r and :kcrctary. 

Therefor • 1 commnntl all authorities, ns well t'h il n~ militar~ 
nnd t·cclc iastic.l!, tu obey, nncl cau~~· lobo obcyl•cl, the prc~;cnt 
dcl·rce in nil its p.trts. 

R \I' 1 CL Go!>?. \Lt.~. (iuvcrnor. 

Saltillo,:! ItA Ma11:h, lf\2.,, 
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IN TRUCTIO:-- TO THE C0\1 \!ISSIO'\ER .\l'POINTI:.O UY 
THE LEGISL.\TURE 01' TilE 'TATE. 

Execuiit•e Dcparlm Ill of tlt 111, of 
Coahuila ancl Tua1. 

I nstructions by which the Commis:.ioncr shall be goH:ntetl, in 
the partition of lands to the new colonist~. 11 ho may c tnblbh 
themsclve:. in the State, in conformity 11 ith the Culoniz:lti1111 
Law of the 21th of '.larch, 1825. 

AnT. 1. It shall be the duty of the commissioner, kccpinc; 
in view the contract "hich an cmpr..-sarin mny h:li'C cntcn-<1 into 
with the government, and also the colonization law of the :.! lth 
March, scrupulou ly to examine tlw certificates or rlCOIIImcmh
tions which forei~n emigrants must produce frum thl' local nuthn
ritics of the place where they rcmove•l from, nccrediling their 
christianitv, mornlit\·, nnd steady habit , in confumlit\' with 
the ;;th article of ~d lnw, with~ut "hich requisite the)· hnll 
not be admitted in the l'Oion\' . 

ART. 2. In order to Jlrc~·cnt being imposed on by fal re
commendation , the commi ioncr hnll not consider nn\' ns suf
ficient, ";thout a pre;ious opiniun in '' riting as to their lcgiti
mncy, from the emprc~ario, for 11 hich purpose they abnll be 
passed to him by the commi sioncr. 

ART. 3. The commi. _ioncr siMll administer to each of the new 
colonisl5, the oath in fonn, to observe the federal con&tituticm 
of the united )[cxican stalL·s, the cun titution of the atnte, tho 
genernllaws of the nation, nnd those of the atnte \\ hich they have 
adopted for their country. 

ART. J. He abnll is~uc in the nnmc of the stnte, the titles for 
land, in confom1ity 11 ith the law, und put the new colonista into 
pos Cl-sion of ~heir Iantis, 11 ith all legal formalities, and the }lrc
vious citation of adjoining proprietors, should there benny. 

ART. 5. He shall not j.,-ive to nny colnni t 11ho mny l1.11'e esta
blished, or "ho muy wi h to establish themscln.-a 1~ithin t11cnty 
leagues of the limits of the United State ol the north, or 11ithin 
ten lc:tgucs of the co:llit, unless it should nppcar that the supreme 
gov ·rnment of the n!1tinn hnd npprovcd thereof. 

AuT. 0. lie sbulltnkc care that no vacant lnnds be left between 
pos es:.ion , and in order that the lines of ench one mny be clc;trly 
designated, he shall compel the colrmiHts '' ithin the term of one 
year to mark their line , ancl to establish fixed and pcrmuncnl 
comers. 

AnT. 7. lie ~>hall app•1int, under hi~ '''' n rc ponsibility, the 
surveyor, 11 ho must survey the laud stieutificully, rC<!uiring him 
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previously to tnke on onth trnly nnd fnithf\ally to cli!!chnrge the 
duties of his office. 

Atn. !L H e shnll form n mrmusnipt book ofpnper of threepenny 
stamp, in which shnll he \Hillen the tilll"s of the lands distributed 
to the coloni t , specifying the ammc., the boundaries, and other 
rcttui itcs, and legal circum tnnces ; nntl n certified copy of each 
title hnll be taken from anid book on paper of the two-penny 
slnmp, '' hich hnll be delivl."rcd to the interested person ru; hi 
title. 

AnT. D. Each rttlrr tdanll pny the vnlue of the stamp paper 
used in issuing his title both for thc originnl nnd copy. 

,\RT. HI. This book sl11111 be preserwd in the archives of the 
new colonv, and an r. net form of it hall be transmitted to the 
go,·crnmct;t, specif) ing the nurnbcr of coloni ts "ith their nnmes, 
ond the qunntity of l:111d granted to each one, distinguishing that 
\\ hich is f •• rming loncl, \\ ith or \\ itbout the facilities of irrigation, 
nnd th3l '' hich is gmntcd ns f{rn;r.ing Inn d. 

J\ar. 11. H e h:11l srlcct the sitc which mny be most suitable 
for the l' tnbli hmcnt nf the town or towns, \\ hich nrc to be 
fuundrd ~cnbly to tho number of fnmilie · composing the colony, 
and keep m 'ie\\ the provisions of the low of colonization on this 
subject. 

ART. 12. After selecting the site cll>Stint'<l for the new town, 
he shnll tnkc c."U' that the base lines run north nnd eout11, cast 
nnd 'IH' t, and he "ill clesignntc n public quare 120 vnms on 
C':1ch side, exclu ivc of the streets, which bh 11l be called tl1e prin
cipal or constitut.ionals,paarr, and this ~hnll be the central point 
from which the street :;hnll nm, for the formation of squarc:. and 
hlocks in eonfonnity with the modcl hereto nnnewd . 

• \aT. 13. The block situated on thc e:~st side of the principal 
IK)IInrc, shnll be de tined for lhe church, curate's house, and other 
l'Ccle!iiastical buildings. The block on the Wl·~t ~ide of the . aid 
Stptnre shnll be dcsi~nntcd for puhlic building of the municipality. 
In some other uitnblc situotion n block should be de~ignntcd for 
a market quare, another for njnil and house of correction, anotl1cr 
for n chool, nntl othrr cdifircs for public in.,truction, nnd another 
beyond the limitll of tho tO\\ n for n burial ground. 

A 11T. 11. H e hnll on his responsibility cnuse the streets to bo 
lnid oil" straight, nnd that they nrc twenty vnrns \\ icll'1 to promote 
the hl"nlth of the town. 

AnT. 1.;. ;\{cchnnics, \\ho nL the l ime of founding n new town, 
pr~ cnl thl·msclvcs to sl'ttle in it, shall have the right of rccei,·ing 
one lot n pie"C \\ ithout nny other cost thnn thl• nrcessnry stnmp 
pnpcr for issuing the titll•, nnd the light lax of one dollar nnnunlly 
for the cnnstnlction of tlw church. 

Anr. 16. The lots spoken of i n tho preceding nrticlc :.hnll be 
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distributed by lot, "ith the t'XC~ption of the cmprcsario, who 
shall be entitled to nnv two lots he mnv select. 

ART. 1 i. The other-lob shall b,• vnlu~·d by appr.1i en;, nreordin~ 
to their situation, and sold to tlw other colonists at their apprni '"' 
Yalue. In case there should be 11 number of applicants for the 
same lot, O\~ing to its situntiun or other circumstnncl'S, '' hich m:ty 
excite competition, it shall be dcddcd by lot, as pr..·scribcd in the 
preceding article; the product of. nid lots ,hall be nppropriated 
to the buildin!:t of a church in s:tid town. 

AnT. 1 ~ . lie shall, in unison with the rmprcs:trio, promote the 
settlement of cnch town by the inhabit:mts belongin~ to its juris
diction, who tnkc lots in it, nntl cau~t· them to cOibtruct housCll 
on said lots within a limited timt>, under the pcnnlty of forfeiting 
them. 

ART. 19. He shall form n manuscript book uf cal·h to'' n, in 
which shnll be written the title~ of the lots "hich nrc ginn ns a 
donation or sold, spccifyin~ their houndarics, nnd other necessary 
circumstances; n certified copy of each one of '~hich, on the corre
sponding stnmp, shnll be delivered to the interested person ns hi 
title. 

ART. 20. He shall form a topo~'Tllphir~ plan of each town thnt 
may be founded, :mtl tran mit it to the gonnnncnt, k~cping n 
copy of it in the s:1ill rcgil>tt:r book of the colony. 

ART. 21. He shnll sec that nt the crossing of l'llch of the ri1·ers 
on the public rows, where n town is founded, n ferry i!ll'5lnblishml 
at the co~t of the inhabitnnts of said to\1 n, n moderate rate of 
ferri:w;e sbnll be established to pay the s.&lary of the fcrrymnn 
and the co t of the neces. nry boats, nnd the balance shall bo np· 
plied to the public funds of the towns. 

ART. 22. In places where tht·rc nrc nu to'1 nR, nntl \1 here ferries 
arc necessary, the colonists who mny be sr.ttlcd there shall b~o: 
chan;ed with the establishment of the ferry, collecting n motlcratl1 
ferriage, until such ferries nrc rented out fur till' usc nf the l!lnte. 
Any colonist tllat wishes to establish n ft·rl')', on the u·rms nbm c 
indicated, shall form nn exact and ccrtifil·d nccount of the costs 
which he may be nt for the building of boat~, nnd also nn nccount 
of the produce of the ferry, in order that when said ferry i rcnt~tl 
out for the use of the st.'ltc, he shall have a right to rccci\·e the 
amount of said cxp.:n;u .. -s \1 hich had not aln•;u}y been covered by 
the produce of the ferry which fur the present he colllclS. 

ART. 2:3. H e shall preside nt the popular elections, mentioned 
in the 40th Article of the colonization law for the appointment of 
the ayuntamiento, nnd shall put. the elected in possession of their 
offices. 

ART. :! l. He shall take special t•an that the portions of land 
granted to the colonists by Article 1 1, I :1, and W ~;hall be mea-
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lillretl by the 11\lr\'cyors '' ith accuracy, and not permit any one 
to incltllle more lnnd tlmn is clesignalt•d by law, under the penalty 
of hl'ing pl·rsunnlly responsible. 

Ar.T. :!5. ~houltl nnv t'Oiunist solicit, in confunnitv \\ith the 
I ith Article of the law: nugmcnlalion of lnntl beyorul 'that clesil.{
ll:ltcd in the preceding nrticles on account of the size of his family, 
imln try, nr capitol, he &lull present his petition in writin!{ to 
the commissioner, &t:llin~ all the n·ason~ on '' hich Ill' found~ his 
pctitiun, \\ ho slull tr:msmiL it ln till' go\'crnor of the st:ltt·, tof.(e
tha \\ ith his opinion, fur which opinion he shall be n·~ponsihlc 
in the mnst rigitl mantll'r, in order that the govl•rnor mny decide 
on the ~nhject. 

,\nr. ~0. ,\11 the public instrurnrnts, tith•s, or other documents 
i uetl hy the cornmi :;ioncr, shnll be \Hillen in Spanish; the 
memori.Lis, tlr<'rcc , .mtl rcpMts of the colonists or t•rnprt~arius on 
nny subject "hate\tr, shnll he \Hillen in the bllllc lnngungc, 
"hcthcr they nrc to he transmitted to the go\'cnuncnl, or pre
& nee) in the nrchhi.'! of the colon\'. 

, \ uT. ~;. All public in truments or titles of possession, nntl the 
copir-s, flibncd by the commis iorll'r, shall be nttc ted by two ns-
ei tnnt \\itne • 

, \ ur . :.!~. The commi inner shall be personally n·~ponsiblc 
for oil ocl.!l or mcnsurcs performed by him contrary to the coloni-
zation \a\1, or these .t Ul:tinns. 

(,\ cop~ . ) .\a/till • \ I ~nb r ltlr, ls2i. 

Iu nt:-.o\, J .._, . f I I 'I "'l'Ctd:ITil' () t ll' .l';,tls ,ltlltl' • .\nrr!'.tl.li\ 1 

(.\ copy.) J1 .\S .\:no~ro l'\UILL.\1 ~ccrct:~ry of ~tate. 

\:\ ,\( I .\l TIIOitl~l:\Ci Till: ISSll\(, 01' Tilt: I'HO\IIS
sonr :\OTt:s OF TilE (,()\I H~\fl :'-. 1'. 

Sc,. 1. 'l'hnt the pn•si1lcnl be, and is hl•rcby nuthnrizl•d and 
nqu n 1l to issue prom is nry nott·s nf thb guvrrnrncnl, p:IJable :It 

the ln·n ury of thl• n·public, to till• :~nulunt of .iOO dulbrs, "hil·h 
notes shnll he signl'll by the prl'si1h·nt, and rountcrsigncd hy 
till' secrd:~ry of th1• tn·asury; pror·idnl th:lt nn note shall bt• of 
a II' ~ 1lt-norninntion th:~n nne dollar, or a grcatl'r :~mount than 
I <Hill d.,1Jnr5. 

8cr. ~. Th:~l tlw s.1itl notes shall he payable t Wl·h·c months 
nftl'r d.ltl', .md 5h,11l draw an inll'rcst uf ll•n )ll'r cent. per annum 
frum 11.ltc. 
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Sec. 3 . That the said note!>, at nny time hl'forc or after matu
rity, -.ball be considered as l·nsh, a~d :.hall be rccei\'ed as cash 
for all due~ owin; or eomin~ to tlw go\'cntment. 

ec. 4 . That the prc~idcnt is nuthori~cd to hn' e suitl hills 
printed, and draw on the treasurer for the sum nl·cc ~ary, to uc 
paid out of any money in the treasury not othen' isc appro
printed. 

Sec. 5. That one-fourth of the proceeds arising from the salt• 
of the land, contemplated to be ~;old by nn .\ cl of congrc s, 
shall be pnid into the treasury, to be pnid out only for the re
demption of these promissory noll'!! of the government. 

Sec. 6. Tbnt the prc~idcnt i!l nuthorised to sl'll 500,000 ncre 
of land scrip,, the proceeds uf which slmll be paid into the 
trca~ury, to be paid out only for the redemption of the c pro
missory note" of the goYcrnmcnt; l'roridtd that this scrip hall 
be disposed of at no less thnn fifty cents per ncrc ; nntl protri1/ed 
further, that the agents nppointccl to 6t'll the crip hnll gi\C 
bond and nppro'l"ed personal scc1uity in double the ulue of the 
~crip so deli'l"ered to him for the faithful disch.trg of his duty ns 
agent. 

Sec. 7. That all impro\"Cd forfeited land arc lu!rcby plcdgl.'tl 
for the redemption of tb1.-se promissory noll'S of the gonmmeut, 
and in adclition the fnith and credit of the goHrnmcnt arc hereby 
solemnly pledged. 

Sec. 8. Th!lt these promissory notes shall he is uc!l nnd p.Litl 
out alone, for and on account of tlu:: expenses of the ch il d ·pnrt
ments of the ;:;o,·crnmcnt; prorided, il•>rr••ra, that the president 
be, and he is hereby nuthori~cd nnd required to expend n sum not 
exceeding the sum of 101\,000 dollars for the purchase of horacs 
and munitions of wnr, to be used by the rangers and mounted 
gun men, and in n campaign against the Indiana. 

A 1 IIoliSTo:;. 
Appro;ed, June Oth 183G. 

A~ ACT CO)IPE~S.\TIXG OFl~lClmS or TIJI: CIVIL I.IST. 

Sec. 1. That the folJo,v:ing sl1nll be the compensation nllo\\cd 
to the officert of thu-civilliNt :-

President, with house fumisiH'd, 10,000 dollars ; vice-presi
dent, 3,000 dollars ; secrctnry of sUite, a,500 dollars ; secrctnry 
of treasury, 3,500 tlollnrs; accrctnry of war, 3,500 dollars ; se
cretary or naYy, 3,500 dollars; attorney general, 3,000 dollars; 
postmaster-general, ~.ooo dollnrH ; eomrnis~ioncr-gcncral of lhe 
land office, a,ooo dollars; chief clerks of departments, 1,500 
dollars; treasurer, 2,500 dollars ; auditor, 2,500 dollars ; chitf 
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ju ticc, :i,llOO dollars; associate or district judge , :l,OOO dollars; 
rnemhcrs of Cllngrca , per diem, fh·c dollars; speaker of the hnusc 
of rcprc cntatiH , per diem, se1·en dollars; president, pro ltm. 
of the scnnte, while acting ns such, per diem, even dollars ; 
mileng for mcmhers of conb'Tcas, for every l\1cnty-fi\'C milcst• 
going and t•oming, fi1 dollur~. 

The me:nb.-rs nnd olliccr' of tho consultation that snt nt ·an, 
Felipe, in OcttJber and Xo1·cmher of tlw last yenr, shall reeehc 
the &ann· compensation nnd milt•nge ns the members and ofliccrs 
of the pr~ cnt congress. 

Chief clerks of both hem es, pt•r diem, six dollars ; foreign 
mini ters, 1,500 clollnr outfit, 5,000 dollar snlnry per annum; 
con ul , percptisitcs; ccrctnry of legation, 2,000 dollar~; ns
i tant clerk , per diem, ix dollars ; reporter, per diem, eight 

dollnrs; erje nt-at-nnnR, per clicm, five dollar ; tronslntor fur 
< o1 , per diem, fi 1 c clollal'll ; door·kt•cpcr, per diem, five dollar-. 

\ • :!. 'J'h:.t the hcnc.ls of departmcnLS be fumished with 
o , tntionery, fuel, light , ~t·., ut the expetl"'! ofgo1 l'mment. 

S~. :J. 'J'h l DO portion of the abO\'C snJarie Or pny of the 
members of congress, hall be ullo11cd except in equal ratio with 
the p:~ymcnts mnde to the officel"'i ond ,oJdiers of the nnny nnd 
mn y: prorided. howcH·r, thnt this s~ction ahnll not extend to 
the reporters nnd clerk of either house of con!tfc~:, or to the 
clerks of nny of the deputmcni.B of the gol'crnmcnt, or the trans
l.ctor and interpreter, the setjcant·nt-nnns, nnd the door-keepcrs 
of ctth r hou of c.ongrCl . 

~ • . I. Thnt nil cc:rdnrics of lt•gntion be excluded from the 
op ruttoll of the thircl section of this net. 

Sut lloi.IHON, 

Pn·sidL·nt. 

JOl:\T ttt:.sut.l 110:\ J'OR Sl. '\ 01'\G \l :\11:'\ISl'l:tt TO Till: 
U!'I'ITD Sl'\TES. 

Whcrcn , the good people of Texas, in nccordnnt'l' "ith n pro
clamation of his Excellency 1). G. Burnet, prc,.idcnt ad in
terim of the republic, did. on the fir,.t Monday of 'eptcmbl•r 
In t p:ut, ot un elect inn held for pre ident, 1 icc-presidL'l\1,. cna
lors, nne! rcpP entnti1 es of congress, voto to be annexed to 
the United ::-;lutes of America, with nn unnnimity unparallekd in 
the nnnal of thc dcctil·c franchise, only nitwty-thrl•e of the 
whole population voting ng:\inst it. 

Be it, therefore, rl: oh cd by the M'nnte nnd house of rcprc
S<'nlntivcs nf the• republic of Texn~ in congress assembled, 

I I 
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thnt the president he, and hr is hcrl.'hy authorizrtl ami r~-qu~ tc<l 
to dispatch forth";th tn the go\·l.'mnwnt of the Unitt'<! ::-tall's elf 
America, a mini,tcr n ted '' ith ample nnd plcnar)· JIO\\ er to 
enter inro negoti."ltions and tn·atie~ '' ith the t: nitt·tl .. t.•te,' go
Yernment for the reco!,!nition of the indrpcndl nee of Tt•'n', nml for 
an immediate annexation to tht• t" nited St:th',, a mtM'Illr•• requir d 
by the almost unanimous voice• of thl• people of T•·xus, and fully 
concurred in by the pre,ent congress. 

Approved, Xo' . 16, 1836. 
• ·"' H ot sTo:o., 

Presith·nt. 

JOI~T RE'OLLTIO~ ,\UTIIOIUZI'i(; TIIC I'IU:..'iiJ>J:~T 'I'll 
I. (JE CIUP TO TilE ,nlOL 'iT 01' l'I\'E IIU:\DHIIl 

THO(J'S.\~0 ACRE.~ OF L,\~D. 

'tc. I. Re.olvcd,-Th.tl the pre idcnt be, nntl he is here h) 
authorized and required to sign land <rrip to the nmount of 
500,000 acre , and transmit the 'nme to Thoma Toby, of :\'rw 
Orleans, for the purpo e of being t>old : prarid~d thnt 'snicl crip 
shall not be old for a less sum than fifty rent, nn nrre: nne! 
furtht-r praridtd, that should the bnnds of this ~ro,·cnlmcnt, to the 
amount of :;oo,oon dollars, he prc,·iously sold, then, nnd in thnt 
case, it shall be the duty of the president to rerull said scrip, und 
forbid the further &elling of the same. 

Sec. 2. That the said Toby, with llw proct·eds nrisin~ from 
the sale of tid ~crip, he, nrul is lwn·hy authori;r.cd nnd n'IJllir~d 
to fulfil all lef,ral obligations into '' hich hl• may h:l\·e t·ntl'r•·tl n!l 
agent to this gon•rnment, on the faith of the authority gi' en him 
by the president •• ad interim," for the S(•lling of land scrip; :111cl 
that he be authorized and required to pay nil legal debts con
tracted on the faith of the !lame. 

Approved, Dcc.lO, 183(). 
''' Hot'>TMr, 

J>rcsiclcnt. 

A~ ACT ~1.\Kl'\(, Al'l'llOI'IlL\TIO~ FOil I'AYI:\'(i Till: 
LXPJ;~SES 01 1111': GOVJ:H~~IL:\T OF TJ:X,\S . 

• Sec. 1. That there i~ hereby appropriated out of any mon<'Y in 
the trca ury, not uthen\ isc uppropriutetl, till' folio'' in~ !>IIIII~ of 
money for dt'fraying the expense~ of the government, in part for 
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the )C:US I ~:IIi nnd 11:1:}7 ; to wit: for defraying thc cxpen'ICs of 
the nn,y, 1511,1100 doll.Lrs; lor the expen es of the nrnw, 
i'IIO,UIIO duli.Lrs : for the excculi\·e and l'ivil departments of tl;e 
gonmuncnt, l.'ill,UOO dull.1ra; making nn appropriation of one 
million uf clollnr:'• " hich uid on~ million of dollars the secretary 
nf the trc.1 nry ts hcrchy nuthonscd and required to pay out of 
the trt'llSUf), out of 1111)' muncy therein not other\\ ise appropriated 
In lm. 

\ :!. 'l'hrat if there ~>hould be no monies in the trea~ury 
\I htn tlw same mny he dt·mnndcd accordin~ to lnw of the secre
t 1ry of the tre:~sury, then and in thnt case he ~thall issue scrip to 
the per on or persons Ia\\ fully entitled to the same. 

:-; '\1 llot.sTos, 

Preside nl. 

:\~ HI' ~l ' l'l'l.I::\ll ::ST\lt\ TO A'\ .\CT I'OR Till: PL'\I!:>II-

1\Il::'\T OJ' CltiMI-., \:-.I> \IISLH:~JE.\:-.OR 

St:c. l. That if nny person or per ons ~hall Introduce nny 
African nt'"ro or ncgt'Ol'S, contrary to th!! true intcut nnd nwaning 
uf the ninth cction of thl gt rwml prm i~ion" of the constitution, 
d~cluring the intrudul'lion of \ frican tw:.,rro('s into the n•public, to 
be pimcy, except such a~ arc from the United St:lt~s of America, 
and h.ul hl'Cn IH'Icl :ts slaws therein, b.: cnnsidcn·d guilty of pi rae)· ; 
.mel, upon t' II\ iction thnt•of, hefor.: uny court havin!.{ cn~uizancc 
of the .unc, ah dl ·mficr death "ithuut the bcm•fil of clergy. 

~·n. :!. Thnt if auy pcrllnn or pl•rsons shaJI introduce into the 
r pnhhc nf I'Pxn!l, nuy African, or any sln\'e or sln\'cs from the 

niLI d ::-tt..lh'!l of A•m·ricn, cxcr.pl sul'it sin \'C or sl,l\•e 1\S were 
prt' \'1011 ly 1ntrodun·d aud held in slal'ery in that republic in 
conformity with the ln\\11 of th :Lt govcnmtcnt, shnJI be deemed 
guilty of pi me) ; and upon l'Oll \ iction thereof, bl'forc any court 
lun·ing t•ogni;.~nncc of the sanw, shaJI suffl.'r death. 

, \\I IloL ~TO" 1 

. \ ppruH·tl, Dcl·crnbl·r 21, 11-i:lfi. President. 

!'i i.\TII Sl < 1'10:\ Ol \\ \CT PA!)$ED :!bT DECE~I BEH, l 3Ci, 

I'C>R 1' ~ISlllt\(. Clll:\IES ,\ ' D Ml DE~JEAXOR . 

St"clum ll. Any JWrsun who shall s tl•al or entice nwny nn)· slave 
out of tlw possc:s~inu of tilt' 0\1 ncr or owners of sin vc or sin' cs, shall 
hr. dct•nwd guilty of f,•lony, nnd on con\ iction shall suffer denth. 

J 1 2 
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JOINT R£ OLl TIO~ TO. 1:\D .\ Ml:-:1 TF.ll TO TliF. 
COtltT Or CtlU:.\ I' 13lllT \1:-:. 

R esolved,-Thnt the President be rl·qUl' ted to appoint an 
~{;nt to the court of Great Britain to ulicit the recognition of 
o'Ur independenct', and to l'nter into such trcnUl'!l ns mny be nrccs
sary to :uhnnce our mutual intcrt'!ll: and that !.1,500 dollars nn• 
hereby appropriated out of nny monies in the treasury, not other
'dse appropriated, to carry this resolution into cllcct. 

S \ '' llou~To~·. 

Appro\"cd, )[ay 15, 183i . 

JOl:ST RE:SOL TION FOR Tlll: Rl:Lll:l' 01' l'IU:I: PER~O:\s 
01' COLOlln. 

Resolved, by the senate nnd house of rcprcscnt:lth cs of the 
republic of Texn , in congres a sembled,- That all fr(e Afric::m , 
or descendants of Afric:nns, '~ ho were rc iding '~ ithin the republic 
of Texas at the dnte of the dcclnmtion of independence, and their 
natural i. sue, nre hereby granted and nllo\\ cd the pri\ ilcgc of 
remaining in any p:trt of the republic a long as they choose, on 
the condition of performing all the duties required of them by law. 

8 \)I 1JOIJ!ITOS, 

Approved, June ."i, 18:Ji. 

A'S ACT TO I:-:CORPOR \TL Till:. Tit S'll t:s or: 1:\l>l:Pl::\
DE:-:C£ AC,o\DE~lY, A::-.1> OF TilE l!\l\LR IT\" Ul' S.\:\ 

At:Gl: fl'S E. 

Section l. Th1 t John J>. Cole: , Robert Stevenson, A sa Hoxie, 
M. Cummin , hubach )[nnh, Jumc B. ~Iiller, nnd Jnmc G. 
SwisbCT, be, and they or!' hereby incorporated, n body politic, 
under the na e and style of the "Tntstccs of Independence 
Academy,'' C3pablc of 8uing and being sued, pleading nnd being 
impleaded, of holding property either personal, rcnl, or mixed, of 
selling, alienating, and conveying the aamu ut pl~&llrt', uf ha\ ing 
a common seal, anti of ehangin!( the same nt plcnsurc; und of 
doing whatever else th::t mny be nccessnry unci proper to be done 
for the benefit and atlvnncl'tnenl of said institution, not contrary 
to the constitution nnd laws of this republic. 

Sec. 2. That this charter and privilege shall cxtt·nd to the snid 
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tru tee , n11tl their succcs ora in office, ns long ns they confine 
the benefit of th' arne, to the nd\'nncement of the ciencca nnd 
the promotion of u eful kno11 lcd~e, to the rising generation•; 
which in,titution hnll be necc.,siblc equ:~lly nlikc to nil, without 
rcgnrd to opinions of rcli~ion or politic . 

Src. :J '111Rt Elishn Hobert , J~. sc ilurdit, William :,\lcFarlantl, 
John Cnrt~ri~ht, Summer Bacon, George Tent, Anguatu& llotch
kl , llcnry \\'. Au~ustinc, Andrew J. Cunningham, Philip A. 
Sub! tt, Iredell I>. Thomas, Albert Gnllntin Krllogg, Almnii)(O!I 
ll1 ton, Willimn W. llulmnn, and Joseph RoiH', bu incorporated 
n body politic, undtr the nmnc nncl style of the " President nnd 
'l'ruste of the nhersity of San ,\ugustinc,'' ancl shnll hn\c the 
same po"ers ncl prhilcgcs "hich nrc conferred by this Act on 
the Tnutccs of lnrlcpendcncc Acndcmy. 

" Ilounos, 
Appro\ctl, June 5, lh37. Pn icl(nt. 

A:\ ACT '10 1:\( OJtPORATt; '1'111: TJtUsTrms OF 
W,\:slll:\GTO:\ COI,J.I:GI:. 

'l'hnt \\ illiam !'milh, ,\!111 Hoxie, John I,, Coles, J. II. Wood, 
'l'homns Gny, ml Ncphen H. Roberts, be, nnd they nrc hereby 
constituted nnd dccl r cl to he, from nnd after tho pn~11n~e of this 
Act, n bod) corporate .111d politic, in fact nnd in name, by the 
t) le nnd title ol the " 'fru tcell of the \\'nshington Collcgl!," 

nncl by th t nnmc they nntl their suc,·e sors in ofhc·· ,Jtnll, nnd 
mny hn,·c continunl ucc:cssion, nnd a hull bL' persons in In\\, capable 
of uing nnd being ued, J>lcntling nnrl bt•ing implcndl·d, answering, 
and being nnsncrcd unto, dcfcndin~ nnd being dcfcnclcd, in nil 
courts nnd plae a whntwc,·er; m11l thnt they nwl their succeuors 
mny hn\'c n common sent, nnd mny chnngc nnd nlll'r the nmc nl 
pic:~ urc; nd nlso, thnt they nnrl their ucccssur , by the snmc 
nnmc nnd t)le, h ll be in lnw cnp:~ble of holding, purchneing, 
nncl COli H) ing nny tate, real, pcrsonnl, or mixed, for the usc of 
the snid collcgc, and doing nne! performing nll thill!,'l which nrc 
n ec s:uy or common for corporatiuns of n like nature to do, not 
contrary to the constitution of thi republic, or the pro~islon1 of 
this charter. s hcrcinnficr enacted. 

'ec. 2. Tlmt c\cry )~1'8011 lllm hn Auhscribcd or IIID) hcrcnflcr 
suhscribc nnd pny intn the trl!!llury uf the college the sum of ten 
clollnrs, hnll C\CT nflcnuuclR lu consich red n member, nncl h:ue 
the ri6l1t of n 'oicc, either in penon or hy proxy, in the 11'lcct irm 
of tm tee , nrl ah 11l himadf ht• t·h~ihl to the ofllcc of tru trc . 

• 'lf'c. :J. 'I h t the tru trcll of til!' \\ 1 hington Cullcgc sh 1ll be 
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elected annunlly by the subscriber.-, and continue in office until 
their successors nrc duly cll•cted ; and a lc number thnn lhc 
shall not be a competent body for the tnmo;.action of busim '• 
nor shall the whole number consist nt any one time of more thnn 
twenty-five. 

Stc. 4. That the trustees for the time being shnll have full 
power to enact such bye-laws, rull·S nnd regulations, for the ~o
Yemment of said college ns they may dl-cm neccssnry for th~ 
prosperity of the same. 

St:c. 5. That the chartered property of the college sh:tll ho 
liable for the debts of the s:1mc. 

Sec. 6. That the in titution hereby incorporntcd shall be lo
cated at, or in the l"icinnge of, the town of Wa hington, on the 
Brazos riYeT. 

Sec. 7. That the pri\'ilf!!;es, venenh, and f.,cilitic.s of the said 
college shall be equally acces iblc to nil, \\ ithout r~-gnrd tu pecu
liarity of opinion. 

Approved, June 5, l~:Ji . ~ .\ 1 I (ol'STOS . 

..\~ . \CT REGUL.\TI'i(, LLECTIO:\S. 

Sect11m l. By the enate and bom1e of rcprcs ntnti~es of the 
republic of Texas, in congTc s n~semblcd-That the chief justice 
:111d associate' in e:tch county of tlw republic shnll d ignnte 
election precincts nt the most suit;1blt• plan·s for holdin~ clectionH 
in their se\·eral counties. And it 11hall be the duty of till' chid 
justices of the counties to i~suc writs of dection t~ the several 
precincts e tabli h<.'d, appointing a presiding officer in t.'nch t11 
bold the election, stating specifienlly in thew rits the officer or 
officers to be elected, and the day on which the election hall 
take place. 

Sec. 2. That each pre iding ofiicer shnll appoint thr<'e jud •c 
of the election and two clerks, \\ ho shall be sworn, before cntcrin~ 
upon the duties of their offices, to conduct the election \\ ithout 
partiality or prejudice, and ngreeably to l:lw; nnd in tl1c event 
that the judges nnd cterks thus appointed 11hnll fail to nttl·nd, nr 
refuse to act, then it shall be lawful for the voter , at the hon!iC 
of opening the polls, to nppoint judges nntl clerks to supply such 
vacancies: and if there be no justice of the JWacu present, the 
presiding officer &hnll swear the otlwr mnnngera, and one of them 
~hall administer the oath to him, which shall be as legal ns if clone 
by a judicial officer. 

Sec. 3. That each of tl1c clerks shall "rite the name of c~aeh 
Yotcr at the time of his voting, making two lists of the nnmts of 
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the electors, onu of which ehnll be cldi,•crcd to the chief justice of 
the county, with the returns of the election, to he kept as a 
record, and the other to be ret.nincd by the prtsiding officers of 
the clt«'lion. 

. I. That the polls shall be kept open from nine o'clock to 
t ciH in the forenoon, nnd from one to five o'clock in the after
noon, the pre iding ofliccr making proclamation nt the door of the 
I ou c dt the time of opening und closing the polls. 

'H • .1. Thnt immediately uftcr closinf.{ the polls, the oflicers of 
tlu dt.·ction &hall procct.·d to count the votes, onli mnkc out a cor
rect return, \1 hich ah.ill be scaled up nncl ddivcn:d to the t•hief 
justice of the county hy tlw prc~icling oOiccr, or one of the judges 
of the election, upon oath ; a duplicate of '' hich return shall bo 
k. pt by the presiding ulliccr. 

S . G. Th t the chief ju ticc :.hall give nt lt•ast len days' no
tit t.XCC(It in en s of \IIC.1ncy, ''hen immccliolc notices shall be 
ghen to the dill'cn nt precincts upon the rec(·ipt of the presidcrll's 
proclamation for filling aid vucanr.y) of ncry election, by an ud
vertilicrnent publi hed in a nc\\tipaper, if any be printed in the 
county: or, if there be no paper publi!!hcd in the county, then 
by 1111 :uherti cment in rnnnuscript, in each prl·cinct, ~tating the 
11111nc of the sc,·cml presiding ofliccro uppointcd in the county, 
the plnccs of hnhling the cll·ction, tlll' day on which thr ck>ction 
\\ill be held, nud the ofliccr or oflin·r to he elect eel. The writs 
of election i .. ucd by the chief justice :.hall r•'•}uirc the presiding 
officer, or one of the judge~ or clerks of the l'll'CLion, to delh·er 
the return to him nt the county s~at, at J>ome lime specified 
therein, not exceeding ten days from the day of holding the 
t·kction ; nnd upon thl· n•ccipl of the returns, the chief justice, 
in preacnce of the n·turning ofHccr, shall c'\nminc the se,·cral 
documt.•nts, nnd immediately execute nnd dcli\·er to the person 
or persons having till' greatest numbt.•r of votes, n certificate of 
cll·ction. 

Scc. i. That no ofiicer of an eh·clion ~ball examine any \'Otc, 
or unfold nny ticket pn·scntcd hy n votrr. 

~cc. H. That "hen a man shall ofl'cr his \'Ole, unless some 
ofllccr of the dectiou "ill \Ouch for his qualifications ns an elec
tor, he sh1ll t;lkc 1111 onth thnt he is legally qualified according to 
the conlititution nnd laws, lo ' 'ole for nn•mbcrs of congress. 

Stc. 0. Thut n•gulur t•nlisled soldiers, nnd volunt.cers uuring 
the war, shall not be eligible to vote for civil ofliccrs. 

Scr. I 0. Thnt no person shnll be permitted to contest any 
clcetwn unless within ll'll days after the return dny. The person 
intending to contest 11hnll cause the person ha\'ing n ccrtificntc of 
dcction to be notified thereof, and n slntcmcnt in writing deli
\'ercd to him, containing the grounds upon which he relics to 
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sustain the contest, or, in case the c:mclidntc elect cannot be 
found, then the notice and statement to be h:ft at his u. unl plncc 
of abode. ;\o , z parte . tntcmcnts or tl·stimony ~hall be rccci' eel 
as evidence in any contc ted cll•ction, "ithout the con. cnt of the 
opposite party. 

Sec. 11. Thnt thb . \ ct ~;hall'take cff~:ct and be in force frum 
nnd after its pa-S.lge; providl·tl, ho,H\cr, that nothing herein 
contained shall nfi~ct election~ in dcpopulatt:d countie~;. .\ucl he 
it further enacted, that if nny person in this republic ,hall, nftt>r 
the passage of this Act, vote for n member or nH:mbns of con
gress more than one time in the !lame clay, 'uch person l1all he 
liable to indictment; nncl, upon comic lion before nny competent 
tribunal, shall forfeit and p.1y for every such olfcnce not le s than 
fifty, nor more than five hunclrcd dollar i to go to the county 
treasur\·. ec: 12. That in senatorial dbtricts, now or hl·rcnftcr to he 
established, consistinit of two or more counties, congrc h:tll, 
from time to time, dc>i!nlnlc nnd dctemtinc the count). who 
chief justice shall b uc the nccc ary ccrtificntc to tho senator 
elect. A nd the chief ju tiecs of the uth~r county or counties 
composing the SCillltorial di trict ahnll seal up and delh cr the 
return:. of the election, from thl' acvernl prccinclt of their n:spcc
th·e countie_, for enator, duly nuthenticated, and hand them to 
the chief justice of the county ao designated by conbrrcss, within 
ten days after said returns nrc rccci\'ed by him or them. 

Sec. 13. That if nt the time of nny t·lection for ci' il offieera n 
portion of the citizens of nny county shall he nbscnt from home, 
in the sen·ice of their country, they almll choose three mnnagera 
from among themsch·cs, who shall hold the clt·ction, under the 
same rules and regulations herein prescribed, '' ho hall acnl up 
the returns of said election, and 11end them to the chief justice 
of their rcspecti,·e counties, who shnll receive the same. 

Sec. 11. That in cnse of a tic between any two or more eandi
dntes for representatives in congress, the chief justice of the 
county in which such tic shall occur shall decide between the 
candidates having the highest number of votes. 

Sec. 15. That in case of n tic bct\nen nny two or more cnndi
datcs for liCnator to COllgtCS , if the Collllty in \\ hich BUCh tic shall 
occur be entitled to a- scnutor, then, and in that c;"e, the chief 
jWltice of such county shall decide the tic ; hut if the senatorial 
district in which a tic occurs be composed of l\\O or more coun
ties, then the chief justice of the county authorized to give a cer
tificate in the senator elect shall decide the tic. 

Approved, Octob•·r 26, I 837. 
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.\:" \C'T I'IXI:"Ci TilE S\L.\IlY Ol' I~DIA'i C0\1-
~IISSIO'il:HS. 

Hr.soh t"d,-Thnt the sum of 5 tlollnn. per day be nllow~:d to nil 
lnclinn ('ounni ioncr nppointed by the Prl· idcnt, according to 
l1w, "hilc on nctunlscn·icc, gnin~: to and returning from any place, 
tu hold, or nttcmpt to hold, a tn•aty. 

\\f ll ol'•TO~, Prc:.iclent. 

\pprond, I t Dcccmhl'r, t 8a7 . 

.\:\ ,\(•1' TO Sl'ST.\1~ Till: tt,ltllf.'-tY OF TilE COt '\TRY. 

Thnt trmn nnd niter the pa" .1gc of this act, nothing but ,..old 
and silvrr, or promis ory nnt('s of thi c;on·mmcnt, shall be rc
ceivl'<l on payment of tlutit:s on goods imporll'tl intu this rl'JlU blic; 
nor hall nny b:lllk-notls be rcccin:d in payment of any duties to 
the gll\cmment of Tcxns. 
Apprm~d Dec. II, ltl!li. \\1" llot•-ro,, J>rc,.itlcnt • 

. \:\ .u·r TO l'lto\'li)E !'Oil TilE PL:\ 1 'llm::\T Ol' CRDn:s 
.\~1> ~llslll :\IL.\ "\OR~ CO\I"In'ED UY SL.\ \ ES \.:W 
I'IU:E I'I:USO"\S OF COl.OliR. 

Src. I. Thnt from mul nftcr the pnssngc of this net the follow
int{ shnll hr considered ns capitnl offcncc:l, 1\ IH'll committed by n 
~Ja,·c or fn:e person of colour: To wit, Insurrection, or uny 
attempt to l'Xcitc it; poisonin~, or :~ttempting to poi .. on; com
mitting n rape, or attempting it, on any fr,·c \1 hill' female; as
saulting n free "hitc pt•rson with inll·nt to kill, or with a wl'npon 
likl'ly to prmliiCl' clt•nth; or mnimin~ a free '' hitc person; nrsnn; 
munlt-r; hur!!lnn·; evt·ry nntl eat·h of which ofll•nces shall be 
trhblc in the tii,trict ~ourts, aml, upon conviction, shall bl' 
punislu·cl "1th death. 

St·c. 2. That it shall not he lawful for any frt>e per~on of colour 
to inveigle or entice away from his or hl•r owner or master any 
sln\·c or slaves, nor to aid or a!lsist any slave or ~>laves in leaving 
the republic, "ithout tlw consent of the owner of such slave or 
sJn,•cs; nnr shall it he Itt\\ ful for nny free pcr:1on of colour to 
conceal or n·nder aid or nssistnnce to an) runaway sln,·e, with 
tlw intunt to prevent the return of such runnwny slnvc to his or 
her ownl'r. \nd, 11pon conviction of any of the forcg<lin~ off,•nces 
bl'forc the district conl'ts, such free person of colour lihnll he fined 
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in a sum equal to the vnluc of such ~;lave or slaves. Anti on 
failure to pay the ~:lid fine, he hnll be sold ns n stare for lift.•. 

Sec. 3. That all other crime:; nntl mi demeanors, known to 
the common lnw of En:;clnnd, committed by slu\"cs, . hall be 
triuble before the county courts, nnd, on conr iction, hall be 
punishnblc at the di cr.:tion of !'.tid court, o ns not to c:\tcnd to 
l ife or limb. 

fJec. 4. Th:lt upon complaint mudc upon onth to nny member 
of the county court, of any ollcncc not c:~pitnl, hn1 ing bl't'n com
mitted by any sla1·c, it shnll be thc duty of :.:lid court forth
with to call a special term of said court, for tht.• trial of such 
slave. And when nny :;uch special term mny be l·alled, it h.,IJ 
be the duty of the county court, in conjunction 11 ith the he rill: 
to draw :fifteen jurors, in the usual 1\ay, to attend such tcnn, nntl 
if any of them should fail to nttt•nd, or from challenges the num
ber of tweh·e should not be had, it shnll be m:-~dc up from the 
bystanders. 

ec. 5. That it shall not be necessary in such ca cs that a hill 
be found by a grand jury, but the party shall be rcquirctl to pro
ceed to trial, upon n charge made out nnd signed by the JICiliOn 
lodging the informati'ln, setting forth the oll'cncc with which such 
slave stand. charged. 

Sec. 6. That if any lave or frt.-c person of colour shBII 11 e 
insulting or abusi1·c lnngun~e to, or threaten any free white per
son, upon wmplaint thereof before nny ju ticc of the peace, ~>Uch 
ju.tice shall cause bUCh negro to be arn.> ted, and upon comic
tion, the la\"e or free person of colour ahnll he puui he1l by &tripes 
not exceeding one hundred, nor less than h\ct ty-five. 

Sl'l llo\J TO"· 
Approved Dec. 11, I :n. 

J OIXT RE 'OLlJTIO' Rt:L.\'l'I VL TO COXSUL.\TJ:s. 

Be it resolted, by the senate and hou c of reprcscntatin-s of 
the n.public of T exll!, in congress nsscmblcd, Thnt the consulur 
system of the United States of;\ me rica, be, and is hereby ndoptetl 
for the govcmmel!t of the consular agents of this republic, o 
far ru; its provi ions mny be suitnble to the conditions of Tcxn . 

Sec. 2. That it shall be the duty of the 8ccrctnry of ltlltc, from 
lime to time, to furnish snid consuls \\ ith such instructiunll n 
may become neccs~•ry for the proper regulations of the commer
cial intercourse between this and fo reign countrica. 

Sec. 3. That no consul of this republic shall be aiJowcd to 
charge any fees for passports or certificates of chamctt•rs or 
intentions. 

Approved Dec. 18, 11~:!7. SA ' I I! oosToN . 
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TJIC LO.\N ACT. 

Su. 1. Be it ennctcd by the senate and house of reprcscnta
t•n of tl1e republic uf Tcxns, in c~ngn:ss ns c·mblcd, that for 
the purpo c of cnrr) ing into c!lcct the pnn isions of the net of 
congre "• Jl:l ctl thl :!:!ncl January, 1839, setting apart :mnuully 
the sum of :}IIIJ,II()tl dollnra, us a pl•rmnncnt and uccumulnting 
&inking-fund, fur th n:dcmption of such bonds of the republic 
ns mny be i ucd by J. llnmilton and A. T. Burnley, in pursu
nnre of the &CI'l•ml loan arts of ts:Hi, I ~:18, nnd I H:J!J, the S(•cre
t.IT\' uf the trcnsun·. acrh:tary of state, and fir:.t auditor of the 
TCJ;IIhlir, he, ntl!l •hereby nrc nppointrd COnll11i sioncra Of the 

1-tl nking-fund . 
• \ c 2. Tl!nt immedi:\tdy after tho ~;un·cy of the republic 

Ia ntl , nnd nny portion of the s:~mc, shall be brought into market 
and old, it shall be the duty of the srcretary of the trc.1sury to 
Jl3)' oHr to 1ill commissiom~r-, on the fiNl days of )lay and 
:\ovcmbcr, l"nCh )e.1r, the said bUill of :100,000 dollurs, in two 
equal ftcmi-nnnual in tnlments of 1 ;,o,ooo dol1.1r;, each, '' hich the 
aitl commh- ioncrs nrc hereby commanded .ltld directed to remit 

lortll\1 ith to such a••cnts in London, Pnri , Am tcrdnm, or 
whercn-r the snirl lonn mny be negocintcd, nnd the dividend~ on 
the. fon ud bond nrc mnde payable. 

\~e. l. l'hia secti11n provides that in cnsc the ,nid :lOO,OOO 
dollars h11ultl not be rai5ecl from the s:~lc of the public lands, 
then the ccrctary of the treasury is to provide from other sources 
of rt'\'l·nuc fur carrying out the provisions of the preceding 
section. 

Src. 1. Thnt the s1id n~c:nts in London, Pari<~, Amsterdam, or 
wlwr~;vc:r said lonn may be negociated, shall, with the aforesaid 
funtl, enter the market and purchase nt the lo\1 est price nt "hich 
they m:~y be oht:lincd, the aforesaid ten per cent. bonds of the 
five millionq lo:1n. Should, howe,•er, the mnrkrt price of the 
11nid bond• n·nch fifty per cent. premium bt•yond their par value, 
the holders of said boncls shall be reqnin·d, on the application of 
said n~cnts, to surrendu and cancel the snme, on the payment of 
tlw s,1id par value and the said premium. 

Sec . .>. That the lowest numbers of the bonds in cirrulntion 
shall be re-imbursable at the maximum price in the first in~tance, 
provided they cannot he obtained at n lowl'r price. 

Sec. G. That the ~;aiel agents in London, }>aris , Amsterdam, or 
when·vcr the loan may be ncgociated, in cnse they nrc not able 
to purchase the afnrcsuicl bonds at Cl50 money, h1r CIOO s tock, 
they shall make n public decl:1rntion in onu or more of the 
London, Pari:~, Amsterdam, [nr whcrcwr the lo:1n may he ncgo
ciatcd] ncwsp.1pcu, designating the numbers of the honds to be 
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paid off, bcginnin~ nt the lowest number; nftcr n hich declara
tion, no further intere::.t will be pnid beyond the dl·mi-unnual 
dividend then next accruing. 

,Sec. /. That it $hnll be 'the duty of the s~id agents in London, 
Pnris, .Am~tenlam, or wherever the loan h. ncgociated, pro' idcd 
tbe holders of the bond announced to he redeemed, do not pre
sent the s:~me for payment '' ithin ninety days after ~ai<l an
nouncement, to invest the nmoun t in their hnnds, not applk>tl to 
the redemption of the bond.,, in cxchl•qucr bills, or in the public 
securities of the country ''here the snit! loan is negociatcd, to be 
deposited in the bank of Englnnd, Paris, .Amstcnl:un, or" here
ever the loan is ncgoeintcd, to be held on necount nnd ri k of the 
holders of said bond::. ndnrtisrd for redemption. 

'ec. 8. Thnt the n~nt in London, P.tris, ..\mstcnlnm, or \Vhcrc
e,•er the loan may be negocinted, shull dcmi-nnnunlly announce in 
one or more of the new paper , "here s.titl lonn i ncgocintctl, the 
number and amount of the bonds so redeemed, which shnll be 
cancelled and deposited in the bnnks of England, Pari , or 
Amsterdam, a the case mnv be, .md a notnrinl certificate of the 
pecification of aid redem1;tion be transmitted to the ecrctary 

of the treasury of this republic, to whom likewise n clemi-nnnu 1 
account of said n~nt., hall be rcnderrd. 

Sec. 9. That the commi sioners of loan of this republic, in case 
they deem it ad\'b3ble to ign and issue bond' be3ring interest of 
6, 5, 1, 3 per cent., arc empowered to issue a suflicicnt number 
to make up the sum of fi\'e million of dollars, and that they bu 
autbori cd, conformably to the most ndvnnt:tgeous tcnns on" hich 
the bonds C'ln be di posed of, to make them payable in ten, 
twenty, or thirty ycnrtl, pro\·ided not more than one-third or the 
same . hall be pnyablc in n less term than ten ye.n , and provide-d 
the bonds sold amount to not more thtm i,OOO,OOIJ dollars. 

Sec. 10. That in cnse any supplementary ln.m shall be nuthorisrd 
by the president, under instructions of both branches of cungrc s, 
the said po\\Crs and di crction .trc hereby giHn to sdtl commis
ion r~, both as to rate of interest nnd time of pnymcnt. 

Ser. 11. That in case of arw .ulditional loan other than the fiw 
million , now authorized l1y lnw, he negocintcd, the um or 
65,Cl00 dollars for e.1ch million n<~!{ocinted or burrr>\\Cd, on r uml 
above the interc t, is re crnd and set npart out of the ale of 
public land , as a permanent nnd uecumulating sinkin~ lund, fur 
the redemption of s:~itl bond , to be annually remitted to the 
agent:. in London, Puris, Amsterdilln, or \\hcrcvcr wid loan is 
negociated, who hall be authorized to pny the dividends on tbc 
bonds, to purch~c the 11.1id buncls, whenever those bearing n less 
rate of interest than I 0 per cent., can be purchased nt ur under 
par. And it i further declared, that nny anving of interest, 
which may arise from the ncgocialion!l of the bonds bearing a lcl!!l 
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rntc of inter t than 10 per cent., !>hniJ be nnnuaiJy carri~u to n 
sinking fund appropriated for tllc redemption of said loan or 
lo1n . 

'' 12. '11tat •o ~>oon n~ tlw loan, or nny pnrt of the loan hereby 
uthorizt'(l, i twgocintcd, the commis ioncrs, ur any OIHI of them, 

shnll h.t\ e full power to draw forthwith for the same, or ~mtho
rizc .my pre idcnt or c.'lshii!r of nny bank in the firl>t credit, in 
the city of :\c\\ York, to do the a;nmc, nnd to clepo~it the nrt 
proceed of snid lo.m, or nny part of it, which mny be nogoci:ttt·d 
111 the credit of the republic of Texns, in <~aid bank, nnd to rl'
mnin tht·rc till di po cd of by con~rrcss. 

(Section 1:1 pro\ idt· , that in cusc of the ub encc or death of 
one of the t•ommi ioncrs, any contract made by the otlH:r, shniJ 
be conclush·c, nntl binding; nnd ~ cction 1 I repeals !>Uch partb 
ul II prt·dou nets as may conflict with the prcscnL) 

:-,,c. 1 .;. That all loanR ncgocintt·d by the authority of the rc
publ c of Texas independently of the rcsenntion of the -.inkin~ 
fund, the prorecds of the public lnn<l glltcrnlly, it s rcvenUl•, nnd 
public fnith, nrc solemnly pledged for their r'-'llcmption. 

1810. 

Tlll:AT\" BI:T\\ J:L\ Tf.X..\5 .\ 'iO FH \:-oCr 

:\hH\111 .\1 B. L' 1\11 1 President of the Republic of Tcxn : to 
ull nnd aingular \\ ho shnll s~e these presents, grerting: 

" ' hcrl'a , n Trcnty nf , \mity, "\avigation, and Commerce, bclwel'll 
tho lh·public uf Tt·XM and II is )lnjeMy thl• ~ing of thl' 
French, compri ing tlm·c additional artidcs, ~ignld on the 
same dnv, und to be of the same forcl' as the said Trl'atv, wns 
l'onclud~·d nnd lligncd by Ucucrnl J. Pinckney llcndt·r~~on, a 
citizl'n of '1\•xn~, Ph·nipoll•n tiars on thl· part of the Gowrn
mt·nl of Tcxns, nne! Jean de Dieu Soult, Duke of Dalmatia, 
Plcnipotcntiar) mt the part of the Kin~ of the French, at the 
city of l'nri~, on tlw 25th dny of September, in the )'l'::lr ~four 
Lord, One Thousand Eight Jlundn·d and Thirty-nine, which 
Tn•nty nod ndditional articles nrc word for word ns follows:-

The prc~oidcnt of the republic of Texas and his mnjcsty the 
king of the French, desiring to regulall'. in a Jll'rmnncnt mnnnrr, 
the political und commercial relations bt•twrcn Trxns and France, 
have resolved to conclude a treaty of amity, nnvigation, nnd com
merce, foundt•d on the common intcrrsts of the t 11 o rountrics, 
nnd which shnll l'Stnhli~h the formal n•cognition, nn till' pntt of 
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:Fmncc, of the indcpemlence of tht• republic of T~xa~ ; nntl, to 
this effect, have nnmed for their plenipotentiaries, that b to say, 
the pre:.idcnt ofTcxns, Gcncml Janw~ Pinkn~y Hl•ndcrson, a 
citizen of the said republic, and his majesty the king of the 
French, Jean de Dicu Soult, Duke de Dalmatia, martinlzu1tl peer 
of France, grand eros!! of his ro)nl order of the legion of honour, 
&c. &c. &c., hb minister nnd secretary of state for the depart
ment of fon:ign aJf:Urs, pre!'.ith·nt of his council of minbtcrs. 

And the afore~aid plcnipot~ntiarics, after having compar~·d 
anu cxchnnged their SC \ er.tl powers, found to be in due form, 
ha\'C agreed upon the following nrticlc3 :-

ART. 1. There . hall be perpetual pence und amity bct\\ccn 
his majesty the king of the French, his heirs nnd ~;uccessors, on 
the one part, and the republic of Texn!l, on the other part, ami 
between the citizens of the two slut~, "ithout exception of 
person:; or pine£~. 

ART. 2. The French and Texans shnll enjoy, in thl"ir J»ersons 
and property, in the entire extent of their rc pecth·c terriloric , 
the ~arne rights, privileges, ani! exemption , which arc or mny he 
granted to the most fz\\oure,J nation. They shall ba,·c tbc right 
of disposin~ freely of their propt•rty by sale, exchnnge, by deed 
of gift, \\ill, or in any other mnnncr, without nny impediment or 
difficulty. In like manner, the citizens of e:~ch, inheriting pro
perty in either of the tales, may become heirs, without any 
hinderance, to :.uch property \\ hich mny dc\·olve to them abiul 
&tale, and without being held to pay nny other or higher tax on 
the succes:.ion than that which ahnll be paid in ~imil 1r c35eS by 
the citizens of the country thcmseh·c . They shall be C.'\:emptcd 
from all military service, from nil wor contributions, forced 
loans, military requisition , nml in every other cnse, their per
sonal or real c~tate shall not be subject to any other charge or 
impo:.l than that whlch shall be paid by the citizens of the country 
tbemsel,·es. 

ART. 3. 1f it ahould happen that one of the two c:ontroctin~t 
parties be at war with any other power n hatc\·er, the other party 
shallprohlbit their citizen from taking or holding cornmi5llions 
or letters of marque to cruizc ogninst the other, or to mole t the 
commerce or property of her citizens. 

AftT. 1. The two contracting parties adopt, in their mutnal 
relations, the principle, "that the flag co\Crs the goods." If 
one of the two parties n:mnins neuter when the other may be at 
war with a third p<.mer, the goods covered by the neuter flag 
1;hall also be considered to be neutral, even if they !ihould belong 
to the enemie:. of the other contracting party. 

It is equally understood thnt the neutrality of flag protects 
also the freedom of persons, nncl that the individuals belonging 
to a hostile power, who mny be found on board a neulrnl vessl'l, 
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shull not hl' made prisoner~, unless they nrc nctunlly cngagt•d in 
the scnict• of thi! cnt·m>. 

lu c.:>nscqucncc of tl;e principle thnt the merchandize is to be 
consiller • .fl n hclougilljl to the nation uudcr tlw fing of which it 
nil , neutral property found on board an t•ncmy's ve~sel, shall 

h<' con idcrcd n cllCill)' , unle s it shall have bl·en shipped on 
honrd the n:s cl before tlw declnmtion of wnr, or before know
ledge of such dcclnmtionR in the port from "hence the vessel mny 
luuc dcp.'lrtcd. 

Till' two contmcting particR will not apply this principle, ns it 
rnny concern other po\1 c·rs, exet•pt in the ca e of those by 11 hom 
it may be rccogni7.cd. 

J\R r 5. In c sc om· of the contmcting parties ,hould be nt war 
11 ith nnothcr po11er, nne! h··r bhips at war houlcl be compelled to 
cxer1·isc the right of scnrl'h, it is ngrct•d that ir they meet a vc sci 
helongin~ tu the other, then neutml pnrty, they ,hall scud their 
hont on honnl anid n cl, 11ith two pcr~>OIIS char~ecl to enter on 
nn exnminntion of the nationality nnd cnr~o of nicl vessel. The 
commandl·rs shall be r,•sponsiblc for all n-xntious nets of \·iolcnce 
"hich thcv nuv eitlll'r cmnmit or tolcr:ttc on such occasions. 

The scnrch ·hall not be pcrmilted but on board vessels which 
navigate 1\ithout convoy ; it "ill be sufficient 11 hen they nrc 
curl\ oyecl, tltnt the commander of the cnnvoy dcclnrc verbally, 
nnd on his word of houour, that the H'SS<'Is pla<.'cd under his 
protection, nml mul.•r hi!'l convoy, belongs to the st:ne under 
whose fin~ he s.'lils, nnd that IIC dcclnrcs, \1 hen tht• vessels shall 
nil be de tint·d to nn ent'lll) 's port, thnt thl'Y have no goods on 
bo.ud, contmbarcd of wnr. 

AnT. 6. In cn~e one of the two countries ~;houlcl be at wnr 
11 ith n third power, tho citizens of the other country shnll have 
.a ri~ht to continue their cornmrrce nnd their nn'i~tntion with the 
l\:\llw power, 11 ith the exception of the towns or ports before 
which there :.hall be established an actUDI and effective blockade. 

lt is fully undeflitood this liberty of commerce nnd of navigation 
shall nott•xtcnd to nrticlt•s reputed contmbnnd of war, such as 
cannon nnd fir.·-arms, s\\ordA, pikes, projectiles, powder, salpetre, 
nbjccts of militar) equipment, and oil instnaml•nts whate,•er ma
nufactured for the purposes of 11 or. 

J n no cul!e a trading vessel belonging to citizens of either of 
tht• two countries, 11 hich shall have sailed for a port blockaded, 
hy the othtr slate, shall be seized, captured, or conc.Jemned, unless 
the comtnnnder hns pn•' iously heen notified of the existence of 
the blockade, by some ''eSst•l making n part of the squadron or 
di1·i ion fonnin~ the hlockndc; and in ordt•r that no \'t'ssl'lmny 
allctl~~· i~nornncc uf' the f.acts, und really be liable to capture on 
lu r rc-npprar.mcc llt'fnrc t hr some port whilst thc blockade is 
cnforcrtl, the commnnclcr of the ship·nf.wur "ho shall first meet. 
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her, must cndor>-c on her papers his ri.•n, indic."ltin~ the datr, the 
place or latitude nnd longitude \\here he lms vhitl·d the ve cl, 
nnd gi\"en the notificntions in quc!>lion, "hich shall contain, be
sides, all the other indications required for the ri$n. 

ART. i. The ,·e sels of one of thr two cuttntrie, forced into 
one of the ports of the other by distrc~ ·, shnll be exempt from 
all duties, either upon the ship or cargo, if they enter into com
mercial operations, provided that tht• necessity of entering such n 
port is legally e~tnblbhcd, nnd that they do not remain in the 
port longer than the necessity of tlw cnse requires. 

ART. • The l\\"O contracting parties shall have the right to 
appoint consul , ,·ice-consuls, and consulnr-ngcnb in ull the cities 
or ports open to the forei!{n commcrct•; the c ngcnh hnll not 
enter on their function until they shnll have obtained the autho
rization of the go\"ernment of the country. 

AaT. 9. The re pecti,·c con~uls, 'ice-consul, nnd consul r
agent.s, and their chancellors, hall enjoy in the t\W counuic the 
pririlcges '"hich generally belong to thl'ir !unctions, ruch ns 
exemptions from hn,·ing soldiers quartered upon them, from all 
direct contributions personnl, n mo,·cnhle or aumptunry, unless 
however they are citizens of the l'OUntry, or thnt they IJccomc 
proprietor.~ or holders of real e.-tate, or nrc engaged in commrr
cial business, in either of "hich cases they shn11 be ubjcct to 
the same taxes and charges ns other indi,·itlunls. 'Iltese agents 
shall enjoy, beside: all the other privileges, exemptions, nncl 
immunities, which shall be ~ntecl in tlwir place of re idence 
to the ::tgent.s of the same muk of thl· TliOlit ft,·oured nation. 

AnT. lO. The archive , nnd in gent•ral nil the p:lJ>Cl'll uf the 
officers of the re pecli\·e consulates ahnll be inviolable; nncl 
under no pretext, nor in any c:ase, shall they eilhcr be seized or 
searched by the local authorities. 

AnT. 11. The respective consuls, vice-consuls, nnrl consu
lar-agentli, shall ha,·e the right, on the deuth of their fl'llow 
citizens, \Vbo shall ha\"c died, without ha\ ing mudc n nill, or 
nominated testamcnl!lry cxecuton, to execute either by ,·irtue 
of their office, or at the request of the partics interested [ tnking 
care to give prc,·ious notice to the competent local nuthoritics,J 
all the formalities nCCtJss:uy for tltc &eeurity of the heirs; to 
take possession in the name of the aucce~ion, and to liquidate 
and admini:.ter the same, either personally, or hy suhstitutc1, 
named under their rc pon ibility. 

ART. l2. The respective consuls, 'icc-consuls, and consular
agents shnll be charged exclusively with the internal police of 
the commercial veuels of their nation, and the local authorities 
shall not interfere except in cases of riot or disturbances of 
a nature calc\llated to effect the public pence, either on shore, or 
on hoard other vessels. 



• 
APPENDIX, 497 

.\RT. 13. Thr rl-spcctivc consuls, vice-consuls, and consulnr
ngcnts, hnll lul\·c the right to nrrc~;l nll sailors, who shnll h•n·e 
de crtl•tl from vc sets uf wnr, or merchant ves. els belonging to 
thdr n· pcctiv~ countril· , nntl mny send them on board, or lo 
their 011 n country to thi e!IC.>et, they 11 ill addre s themseh·cs in 
~ritin~ to the competent local authorities, nnd will justify by 
the exhibition of the hip's register, or roll of the crew, or if the 
Mid hip &hould hnvc 1ikd, hy n copy of the snit! documentll 
duly ccrtifil•d hy them, thnt the men "hom they clnim were a 
)J:~rt of the amc crl·W. On this dem1ll1d thus justified, the deli
' cry sl1nll nul be referred to them. Besides, every aid and 
nssi tnncc bull be giH•n to thl!m in seeking out, seizing, nnd 
nrrcating the s: id dcscrtl!rs, "hu tihnll cl'!'n be dl!tnined and kept 
in the prison of the country, on the re<JUi ition, and nl the ex
pense of the con ul , until the e ngcnt . hall have found an 
opportunity t.o send them a\1ny. If, ho11e1cr, this opportunity 
11hould not present itself in the space of four months, counting 
from tlw day of th< ir nrn·st, the dl'Sl'rter:. ::.hall be sel nt liberty, 
nnd cannot ngain he nrrl'Jitl·d for the . nnw cause. 

ART. 11. French \"C scls nrri\in~ in or sailing out of the ports 
of Te.xa , nnd Texan ve sds on tlwir entry in, or lca,·ing thr 
ports of France, hall not be tinbjeclto other or higher duties of 
tonnage, of li~ht money, port charge~, pilotage, quamutinc, or 
nny other o.fil.'Cting the body of the 'esse], thnn tho~c which arc 
paid, or shall he ~id by vcs cis of the country it~df. 

ART. 1 ;;. The produrts of thl• !'oil, nnd of the industry of either 
of the two eountrit·~ imported directly into the pnrts of the other, 
the origin of" hich ahnll he duly nscertnined, shall pay the same 
dutit'll, whether imported in Frenrh or T t•xan nsscls . 

I n likl• mnnner, the products exported 11 ill pay the some 
dutil·s, nnd will cnjo) the Mllll' privilq~c~, allocations, and draw
hacks 11 hich nrc ur 5hall be allowed on the exportation of the 
smne nrticlc in the vca,.cJs of the country from which they ore 
t·xportcd. 

ART. 10. The col/on~ of Texas, without dh.tinction of quality, 
"ill pny on their entry into the ports of Fr<lncr, 11 lwn they shall 
be imported dirccll) in Frl•nch or T cxnn wsscls, n unifonn duty 
of ltrcnly franr.,, or one hundrl•d kil!(Jgrammcs. 

A II n·ductions of dutit•s which mny hcrenfter bl• made in fa,·our 
of the colton~ of tlw United States, shnll be equally applied to 
thoSl' of Texas gratuitous!), should thr concession be gratuitous, 
or 11 ith the some compensation, if the concl•ssion is conditional. 

AllT. I i. From tlu.! day of the l'Xchnn~e of the ratifications of 
the pn·scnt trent), the duties nt prcsl·nt ll•vied in T exas, on nil 
fizbrics and other arlirlr., of ~ill.·, or of 11 hich silk shall be n chief 
component pnrt, importrcl directly into T exas, the manufacture 

h. K 
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of France, in French or Texan w~sds, shnll be reduced ont
balf. 

lt is clc:uly untlcr.;tood thnt if the Tcxnn go1 cmmcnt reduce 
the duties upon -.imilar products of othl' r nntion. ton rntc inferior 
to ont-i1a1J of the duties no\\ exi ting, Frnncc cannot be obliged, 
in nny cnsc, to pay higher duties thnn those paid by the mo&t 
£·n-ourcd nation. 

The duties at pre. cnl lc1·icd in Tc.xns on the "inca nnd 
brnndies of l~rnnc:c, also importl'CI dir~·etly in Texan or French 
vessels, shall be reduced, the first t\IO-fifths, and the s~cond 
one- fiflh. 

I t is understood thnt in en e the republic of Tcxa ~houltl here
after think proper to diminbh the present duliea on ~~inc nnd 
brandies, the production of other countri , n c:orr ponding re
duction . hnll be m."lde on the wines and brnndic of Frnncc, grn
tuitously i1tbe c:ont'CSsion is gratuitous, or with the a:une com
pensation if the eonecs ion i conditionnl. 

A RT. 1 • The inhnbitn.nts of the l'rcn::h colonies, their pro
perty and ships, hall enjoy in Tcxa , nnd rcciproc:nlly tl1c citizens 
of Texa...;, their property and sl1ips, shnll enjoy in the I'rcnc:h 
colonies all the ll(h·antngcs " hich nr~ or shnll he granted to the 
mo:.t fn,·ourcd nation. 

ART. 19. The stipulations of the present treaty almll he 
perpetual, with the exception fo Articles the 1 lth, 1 ."ith, 1 uth, 
17th, and I lith, the duration of "hich is fixed to eight ) t'nr , 
counting from the day of the exchange of the ratifications . 

A aT. 20. The present trc-.1ty &hull be rntificd by the contmcting 
parties, and the ratifications &hull bt• cxchnng~d nt Pari or 
Austin, within the period of eight months, or sooner if possi 
ble. 

I n witnes whereof, the respective plenipotentiaries hnvc i~ncd 
the pre>enl tn-aty, and have allixctl thereto their cnls. Done 
at Pari~, the twenty- fifih dny of 'cptcmber, in year of our l.ord 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine. 

J . Pa:-'rK:-ot\· l hsna:nso!f. 
)I "'· Ul'c 01: D \LltlATI '· 

ADDITIO:"Af, AIITICJ, I.S. 

Arcr. 1. As the laws of F rance require, as conditions of the 
nationality of n \·esscl : 

That it should ha\·e been buill in France; thnt the owner, 
the captain, ami three-four ths of the crew shall be citizens of 
France. 
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,\ntl Tcxn , hy rcnson of the particular circumstances in which 
ahc is plnccd, being unable to comply with the same conditions, 
tho 1\\o contrncting Jl:lrties hnve agreed to consider ns Texan 
'c Is tlao c "hich h.all be bona fide the uclu h•e and real pro
pert) of ft citiacu or cltizt·ns of Texas, rc idrnts of the country 
lor nt len t l\\o years, and of ''hich the c.1ptain and two-thirds of 
the crew hall nl o b bonafide citiun.1 of Texas. 

An.!.!. It i understood thnt if the republic ofTcxns thinks 
proper hereafter to diminish the duties now in force on silk goods, 
th y \\ill maintAin between the silk gout!~, the produce of coun
tri beyond the C'npe of Good H ope and similar !J'Odl o{ other 
countries, n difference of ten l'er unt. in f•n-our of the Iauer. 

AnT. 3. The present tulditionnl nrtidcs shall have the same 
force fur ci •ht years, ns if they had been, word for word, inserted 
in the trent\' oft hi dnv. 

They l.;ll be cquatiy rntificcl by the contracting parties, and 
the rnufic:~tions c changed at the snme time as those of the 
tre:lty. 

Done nl l'llris, the 2.ith dny of cplcmbcr, in the year of our 
Lord, I 3!1. 

J. PtscKNJ:Y lh.snERso:;, [ r •• ~.] 
.i\l.u. Dt c D£ lhuuru, [L. s.] 

.\nd "hercns, the s nntc uf the republic of Texas, by their 
resolution of the lith dny of JanU!lry, ttl 10, two-thirds of the 
senator pre! nt concurring, did ndvisc and con. ent to the ratifi
cntinn of the j,} trent\'. 

Xuw therefore, 1 :\lfrnbenu n. L nmar, Prc~itlcnt of the republic 
of 'l'cxa , hnvc Cl'lllllccl tht• sa.id treaty, with the additionnl , \ rticlcs, 
to be m.:~cle public, to thu end thnt the snmc, and cn•ry clause 
anti nrticle thereof, mny be obst•rvcd and fulfilled \\ ith good faith 
hy the republic of 'J'c n , nne! the citi1.cns ther\.oof. 

In witnc s whereof,! hnvc hcr.·unto srl my hnncl, and 
t'1\ll eel the grca~ r:tl of the rqmblic of Tt•xns to be 
nfllxcd. Done at the cil\· of Austin, this I 'th dnv of 
Jnnunrv, in the wnr of o~tr Lord, 18 1<1, and uf the i~do
pcndcn.ce of the ·republic th•· fourth. 

;\lrn,\111 \1 B. L:\\IAR, [L. ~.J 
By the President, 

1>,1\·icl ( i. Burnet, 
, \ cting ~ccrctary of tnlr. 

London, 15th ~rpt. , 18·10. 
,\Jy J.OIIIl, 

lmnwcliah'ly nn my nrrimlnt J.iYt:>rpool, from thc rt•puhlit• of 
'fcxns, I fof\\nrded to the goH•rnmcnt journnl an account of the 

K h. 2 
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latest mo\'ements of the Federalists in Tt•xns, which nppcnred in 
the J forning Clm1nit:le of the lith ,\ugust, sho\\ ing the l'<IUr o 
which the Texan ~o,·crnmcnt hns engn~ctl to pun;ue pending tho 
strug~le between the Centralists nntl l'cth•mlbts of ::'llexico; in 
addition to which, I bc::t to tlirl·ct your Lord hip's :mention to tl1e 
traffic in sln\'cs, ''hich is c:urit·d on nt this moment in tl1e mo-t 
barefaced manner, between the Southern tat('S of the ~orth 
American union nnd the republic ofTexns. The YC scls en).::l:,!l'tl 
in this branch of the .\mcrican sla\'c trade nrc stcnmn, of tho 
first clnss, of which there on• no less thnn three; the "~cptmu•,'' 
"Columbia," and" };cw York ." Thest• boats rcspccti\'d) make 
two \'oyng ... s a month, nntl the number of 11ln\'CS tl\11!1 tran JIOrll'<l 
ncross the Gulf of ::'llexico mny he cr.timntcd nt one humlrccl t~ch 
boat per month. ~othingwoultl be deemed more ju~t, my Lord. thnn 
the seizure of the bonts thus employed : considering that ::'llcxico 
wns the first ci,iliz<d notion that nbolishccllila\CT\', and th.tt thnt 
net was not only seized by the llriti•h go,·ernmcnt of I~~:; ns tho 
medium of opcnin~ a direct intercourse bct\\cen Great Briltlin 
and '::'IIexico, and w:u made the o tcnsihlc lxlsis on v.hic.h our rela
tionship with Mexico was to rest; nnd moreover, that the lt.>gis
lature ofT ex a , (if&hc mny for an in:.tnnt he deeml-d nn independent 
republic,) the country '\hence the sla,·es nrc takt·n, h~s ronde tho 
importation of '>loves by sea, except from the Unitctl Stnt• , pi mer, 
which exception i O\'errulcd by the treaties e tahJi,h.-,1 in ncconl
ance with intemationnllnw; nnd lastly,thnt the United "tnt ., tho 
country to "hich the boats in question belong, ns if to demonstrate 
to the world her repugnance to the sl,n·e tm•lt, cizctl six lltnall 
vessels in the month of April last, in tho port of Kcw York, on a 
mere suspicion that they were filling out for the sinH: tmdc. 

The United tales nrc now pouring supplies into TcxOJ, in 
order thnt the latter country may ho nble to fulfil her en~:n"e
roents with the Federalists; nnd if Tc:cns can only gel suflicicnt 
slave labour to develope her rc~ourccs, tl1c Fcdcrali~u must 
succeed eventually, when \IC slHill sec sla,·cry revi\'ed ond per
petuated, and other institutions still more injuriou!l to our intcrc ta 
and repugnant to our national pn•judiccs, cstnbliished throo,hout 
Mexico, whose dismemberment nt thi~ or any future period must 
prove most ruinous to Briti~h intt·resiR in that quarter. 

The rec~.:nt alterations \\hich hn\'c been made with rl'gnrd to 
the western boundary of Tcxa!l arc also worthy of your lord hip's 
attention. • p to the month of Mny, 1810, the republic of Tcxns 
claimed the whole territory lying between tlw Sabine river, \\hich 
divides Texas from the Unitc1l Stntcs on tl1c cn~t, to tlw Rio 
Grande, or Rio del Xorte, on the west; hut at the period abo\ o 
mentioned, the republic of Texas ceded the territory lyinJ.r hctwcen 
tbe Rio Grande and the Rio Nucccs (in W estern Tcx011) to 
tbc new republic of Rio Grande; the Nucccs being the cnstcrn 
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boundnn· of the at:uc of Conhui\n, which sep:u·atcd it from the 
pro' inca nf Tcxa , ns laid down by the council of the ea tem 
intcnml pro\ inl'eS or at.1tcs of \lexica, c tabli:~hed under the 
Mexic.'ln ft'tlcra\ eon~titution of 1821. Should the Federalists 
C:1il in tht·ir nttctnpt to l'slithltbh the indcpcndt·ncc of the republic 
r•f Ri? Granrl_e, 'l'cxu "ill doubtless lny claim a:,"ltin to the terri
tory 111 'lucstwn. 

• • • • 
hn,·c the honour to be, 

Your Lordship's very humble, obedient sl'rvant, 

N. !)on"~ )1.\lr.t.\RD. 

Tu the Right lion. Viscount Palrnerslon, M.P. 
Secretnry of St.\lc for Fordgn .\fiitirs. 

To nil whom it Jill)' concern in the kingdom ol Ur~.1t Britain, 
Uuitccl ::.tntc , republic of Tcx·t~, and t'l c' 1 r.., bl! it kuo\\ n, 
thnt from inform ttion just rccein~d, I Stewart ~ewell hnvc good 
Tl'l on tn opprchctul th tt n certain pl·rson, n.unctl ---, now 
nr I tc n r idcnt of the city of Lnmlcln, in the kingdom of 
<ircat Uritnin. hIS been using my n.nn" in r..ft•rencc to the 
r.nlidil!l of lillc in ccrt tin dncumcnts c.tllc•tl • c··ip, of the Gnl
\'t.'Stnn thy ami 'l'cx.1~ Lnnd Comp'lll)' of '\ w York, purporting 
tu he tilles tn ltnrl in Tt•'W'l. And I nm further infnrmcd thal 
1mitl --- rcpre ents hi~ hwing u Cl•rtilic.ttt• or allirl;\\'it, with 
my rumc uttuchctl thereto, :uul S\\-.lrll to bcfnrc n mn~istr.lle 
or nthcr public otlict·r, wherein 1 have dcpo~etl to the truth arul 
\',tlirlit\' nf s:-tirl titles. 

Thc.rcfure l rio nnw nl.lke known that all scrip for titles to land 
in T cxn , uch 11 r('ferrl'<l to, nr nny scrip purportin~ tn conVl')' 
the right of ahl Ctmlpany, or uny nther of simil.tr clnractcr, to 
he, in my upininn, n b.t'C fr.m I, anti unauthorized hy any law of 
:.tc:o..icn or Tt•xns; and that no l.uul c:tn be obtained upon <~uch 
scrip being prcscnhd at any of the land-otliccs in the republic of 
'l'cxns, ns t•xp •rienC<' hns proved to me :md uthl'Ts who purchased 
scrip of •innl1r char.lctcr, anti :ts "ill fully appear by refcn•ncc 
tu the t."'s of Cu.thnilll anti Tcxa~, and thr republic of Texas, 
tho lnttcr ha\'in r made provision li1r the settlcnll'nl of daims of 
any nntl .ttl cmprt' arin~, hul not of those '' ho claim under them. 
\ ntl 1 du further det·lnre thnl said---, nor has any other per-

bon ever rcrdvctl frnlll me nnv Idler, document, or writing, or 
nssurnncc \\ haten•r, of thl• ntlitiity uf ~udt titles; bul if nny-such 
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are in his, or other pc~'<ons' po sesJ<ion, th('y nrl.' forged, nnd 
should be treated acconlingly. 

I n witness wherrof I hnviJ IH•reunto ~et my hnntl nntl prhnte 
seal, this 30th day of Mav, \ . o . 1 ~10. nt the citv ofGahe ton, 
republic of Texa.-.*. • . 

" .itnesses pre cot. ·n w .\1\T XtwEI.L. 

I , A. A . ~L Jackson, Collector of the port of G.,h·cston, re
public of Tcxn.,, do o rtif) that the nhuvc-numctl !;tl·\\nrt. 'I!\\ ell, 
Esq., consul for the Unit£l.l St.1tc., to YciD co, c1'11 ign onu 
ackno\\ledge the nbon! wriltt.n instnunent tu be his net nnd 
deed, before ffil', this :.ltlth tiny of Mny, A.ll. 1 10, at the cit) or 
(hhe!>tOn nforcsaid. 

A1.nns A.~!. JACK os, 
Collector, District nn1l Port of Gnh ton. 

Extracted from tl 1/ 'ng CJ,roniclc of '2jth l~chnsory, lS Ill, 
token from the Unit 1 t t4.! papers. 

A Yery important en·nt to Engli h cmigmnts to 'l'c..us hn 
rec ntly Ulken J•lnoc. .My nuthority for nnmin,. it i th<· Mobile 
CJ,ronicle. It nppenrs th.Lt the 1l9nc1, 11 British \CSSCI, nrrhcd 
at Galveston, Texas, o few \\ccks iucc. John Wooclwanl, the 
Texan consul nt Xcw York, had old ton :\Jr. Jkin, nn En,.lish
mnn, large q 'lUI! of Texan lnncls, to which he "hnrl not,'' 
says the ,lfob I (,J ronicle, "the shado\\ of title." The emif,'Tnnts 
in que ·tion h d 1 srchu cd their lnnds of I kin, \\ho is not to 
b l.unc; and the bitterness of their disappointment mny he ima
gined on finding, when they arrived nl Tc. n.'l, that the) h:ul not 
a single ncre of lnnd, nnd that their titk'll wt!rC IJlnnk p:~pcrs. 
T his is (assuming tl1c accounts to bt! correct in ~·n:ry pnrticulnr) 
one of the mo t cruel nnd infomou en e'l 1 C\ er hcnrd of. The 
people of Gnln:ston nctcd in n ,·cry pruJ~ r pirit on the occnsion. 
T hey convened n public meeting, \\Jth C.. 11 rnl II unh•r, as pre
sident, to express thdr opinion of \\'ooth nl's conduct. 'I hey 
recommended his immediate disch.1rgc ; and it is said thnt the 
T c..xan conJrTCSS \\ill J,'Tnnt donations of land to the unfortunnte 
emi~:.rrants, in arlclition to their head right . Persons in I:uropc 
cannot be too cautious in IJu) ing scrip on so . called titles tu 
Texas lands. 
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'I'ADLC OF 'IE,\ St:ltE 

~Jeslraa. 

1 foot 
1 )Dnl or um 

HIS ' 1r11 

1000 \urns 

lUOll \nms sqnnrc, } 
or 1 million qunrc 
\'nms i one I bor, 

.5000 ,·nr s squ ' , 2 
i unc lcllguc, S 

league sqWlre. or 
:.!:i million square 
'nros i I si tio, 

cquollo .. 
It 

.. 

.. 

.. 

.. 

l~gllil.. 

II ~ inch~ 
33 1 do . 
I 00 yards. 

{IJ21~ or !i2:i yard , 
or 2 r~cl !J~ inchl'S. 

{ 

177 11//~r ncrca, or nbout 
177 1 ncrcs, NJUnl It> 
nhoul I i, 725 ~ rods 

{ 

1020 )Ords, I foot, 101 
inchl>s, or2 1

4ll""iflfmile5, 
or 2 miles, 20 I rods 
12 feet, 11 inchc- . 

112:\ f'uYu acre 

. \ town hip of I sitios i I i. i 13)Wlf ncre english . 
• \n Amcri n town hip of i. miles squnrc, is :!2,0 10 ncrcs. 
'l'o hring Me ic:~n mcnsurc into Engli h. deduct i-fulr per cent . 
To hring J:ngli h men nrc into -'lcxicnn. :uhl per cent. 
I, Ill )Drd mnkc nn ncrc English; .i,7l1 1Yh \ilmJ m.ake nn 

ncrc English. • 

Sl .. \\'mtr 1:-1 TJ:X.\S. 

To tHStl'l. o'co:>:o;£1,1., Cl\Q., )l.r . 

San,-Being fully impressld with the \'n t importnncc of the 
1111 tiun \\ hich you pro()O. e to bring befurc P.arlinmcnl on thl.l 
lhth in t., 'h:. sla\"cry in 1\•xn~, permit me to ndtlre s yon on 
thnt auhjcct, nnd tu tlr.tw your nllt•ntion to some of the most 
imp<lftnnt points "hich nrc immedintcly nnd d~cply ill\ oln:tl in 
thnt cpae tion. 

' l'hc hi ton·, Sir, of the vnrious rc\'olutions th:lt have occurreal 
in \lcxict• wfthin the lnst thirty )'<':trtl, nrc, like the nnn01b uf all 
chil \\1\r , \Hittcn in letters of hluod; but 111 the tX>nclu iuu uf 
CHry Me ic:m rc\nlntinu we find sonwthin~ to crllll(wnsate the 
lonors of freedom, humnnity, nntl justice, for the clfu;;ion of human 
bloocl on tho l' nrc,a,inns. 

The ltc\ olution ul I~ 10 unch·r II idolgn, cnakll in the total 
de truction of the l nl(ni itinu. The suh~l'll'lcnt l' tnhli,hmcnt uf 
tht• indcpcnclence nf Me"icn, hy the slwrt-li\calt•mpl'rnr lturhidt•, 
plnccd the p nplt• ufcolnnr, communi) cullctl "c~astt•s," on 11 levd 
with th~ir fcllo\\ -men; and the dc!-(radation of Ul·ing n mnhttn, 
"hida i t<> bl' nttaibutt·d, \\ hl·reYcr thnt cast\• is Sl'l'll, to lht• gro~s 

• Tho alon" ~t.lu II AI I'"'Jtnn•l I•) .luaq•h F. llri<I~N, lllt\\')llr, I ;:1, Cll'('(fl· 
llrul, :-icw \'uri;; ~nolll n r·oorrc l ruiiiJ'"'il<lll of Enghoh noul )tc,it·unmc ... urc. 
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depravity of the .\frican's oppressor, was buried in oblivion. The 
introduction of republican institutions by the illustrious champion 
of true Republic:mism, anta Anna, on the abdication of the 
emperor Iturbidc, was speedily followed by the total abolition 
of slavery ; and all trn.ffic in African blood wns for ever pro
hibited in ~[cxico ( l 2 I.) Hence it is dillicult, ir, to imn~ine 
the magnitude of the domestic impor tance of tll(·se rc,·olutions to 
~[ex.ieo, while to illust:r:lte the profound impres ion which their 
glorious termination made on foreign powers, I have mcrcly to 
add that the Brithh government of 1825 seized the abolition of 
slavery (an net which bespoke an honest determination of purvosc 
worthy of the lender of a republican people) by ~Iexico ns the 
medium of openin~ our intercourse, nnd mndc it the o tcnsible 
basis on which our future relationship should exi~t, and on that 
ba ·is our relationship with Mexico rests at this moment. 

But vast as the:;e revolutions were, they appear nothing ''hen 
we consider the great political revolutions going fan' .ud in 
1\Icxico at the present day-the dismemberment of an old, and 
the creation of a new country. I n the former, \\C nrc neces nrily 
led to look for the destruction of nll that is good and grcat, and 
here we ha,·c the climax of a nation's ealnmitie ; \\bile the ad
vantages to be derived from the latter by n Christian nnd humnnc 
community, nrc nothing more thnn speculative nnd pmblemnticnl; 
yet how unem;nblc is the situation of the statesman, whose pro
vince it is to wci~h the importance of this subject. But in the 
discharge of this duty I would not have any man led by nny 
political fcelin~. as the qucstion is one of humanity between mnn 
and man, in which the feelings of a brother, n hu~band, n father, 
and an Englishman, may be allowed to take their full scope ; anu 
in the absence of these feelings justice cannot be done in this cau<~c. 

The sulferings of the s1aves in T t>xns, Sir, nrc only cqunllcu 
in the annals of human mi. l'ry by the suffcrin~a of the children 
of the wilderncs -the Indians of thnt country. These people 
were invited into Texas by General Madero, a commissioner sent 
expressly by the council of the eastern intl·rnal provinces of 
Mexico to get the Indians to accept lands in Texns; and thcro 
arc persons now in London who were prc~ent at the " talks" "hich 
took place between this commisMioner and the Indian chiefs at 
Kacogdoches in the year 18;31. The lands occupied pre,·iou51y 
by, and offered at this time to the I ndians, without distinction, 
were secured to them by the general colonization law passed by 
the Mexican congress, tempus 182 1, and every Indian now in 
Texas is entitled to a league and labor ofland ( 1,605 acres En~
lish) under that law; and now, forsooth, we nrc told by the prctii
dent of Texas that these Indians are driven from their lauds
that their land. arc available, nnd can now be ~uld, to support 

• \'iolc the .lftmutty !'fJ< 1 ~o( the 17th Dctcml>cr, I fl iO, coutnlning the l 'rcaiolcnt'• 
Mcuago w CollgtC14. 
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n (tOVcrnmcnt '' ltich tmmplcs in the dust one rnce of men, the 
African~, \\ hilu their arms nrc employed butcbcrin" another, a 
br:\\'C nnd hospitable race, the Indians. 

0 

l're,·ious to the recognition of the independence of Texas, the 
C:\tcmtinution of the Indians, and the cstabllilhmcnt of perpetual 
!!In very in Texns \\ere looked upon by )lcx.ico, and, indeed, the 
Tcxnns themselves, nc; n work which they could nc,•er hope to 
nccompli~h. 1'he Indians have nn indisputable right to their 
l.tnd~, and till' nl.'grocs in T exns to their freedom, under the fun
dnmentnl laws of ~texico, which were in existence when their 
indcpenclt·ncc wns recognised by Englnnd, and those laws nrc 
still in force; but the rl!cognition of Texns by England approves, 
nnd ~o ~ri\'(.'1 n mom! forct• to the laws passed by the Texan con
gt'Cj 1 both to <li~inhcrit the Indians, nnd to pcrpcLUale the slavery 
of the llt'{,rr'O; hence the gross injustice, incon.,istcncy, and iniquity 
of thnt mcnsun•. 

The ndmcates of our treaty with T exas stole that our com
mercial operations '' ith i:\frxico ore so insignificant, that they 
ought not for u moment to be wdghed in the scnlc with the im
mcn c n~lvnntngc~ to be derived from the commcrci:ll treaty \\ith 
'1'1!:-.:ns. That our commercial operation• with )lexico nrc small, 
1 will ndrnit. But docs not that fact alone speak volumes in 
fnvour nf the commercinl enterprise ofthl' ~[cxicans, whose shores 
might be blocknclcd for twenty years without their feeling the 
lc-L~t irwon \'Croicnce; and it will scarcely he believed, thnt among 
the e peoplt.•, \\ ho have arri\·cd nl this hnppy state of perfection, 
i. t:. pos cssing e\·ery thin~ \\ithin themselves, scarcely n trace of 
pure EuroJlellll bloocl i!l to be fonnd-two-thinls of the population 
of ~ll·xico hcing of pure Indian blood, and the remainder cnstcs 
11r umlnttor.s. 

;\! though small our commerci.ll operations with 'lcxico, yet 
the 'a t amount, the millions of British enpitnl employed nlthis 
mnmcnt in the mine of ;\lexieo, nnd invested in )lexican bonds, 
hould be duly antl seriously considered. Tlu.•se our national 

intcre l , crc:tkd in a lrgitirnatc way, nn• immediately nnd inju
riou lv nll'tcte!l h,· the internal commotion of the country whence 
they ,;ccur; but l;ow much more must the British capitalist suflcr 
when the act of hill government sanctions n daring and unjusti
fiable n~·rrc,sion of a foreign powl'r on n tl•rritory, the soil of 
\\ hich is pledged or mortgagl'<l to tho capitalist for the principal 
of his money, \\ hile the interest i · charged on the ex tcrnnl revenue 
of the country, whose fiscal arrangements nrc nbout to be com
plett•ly ovcrthrnwn by our entering into n commen·ial trenty with n 
people ju!<t mergingfrmn n miscrableoblivion, nnd whose e\·cry com
nh·rchl or rather peddling transaction is confined to the nrtof fraud. 

I dn not here presume, Hir, for a moml•nt to suppose thnt her 
\lujt•sty's Scerl!tary of State for Fort•ign All'uir~ hus wilfully 
aimed lllll'lt n destructive blow nt the interests of British cnpi-
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t:Uists in :\[exico; on the eontrnry, I think his Lordship, in his 
anxiety to do justice to all parties, hns lent nn nttenti\'C enr to, 
nnd bas been gros,.Jy deceived by, the paid advocates of Tcxns 
in this country. The )Icxicnns, ''hose chnrncter has, ns it were, 
resoh·ed itself into that of one indi\"idual, ntune)y, "ant~ .\nnn, 
n mnn who committed but one mi~tnke in the course of n long 
anti brilliant can.'er, and thnt was in the choice of the form of 
government be~t suited to the people nt the p<'riod 1 ~\:! I, nt which 
he was called upon to make the choice. W hether he ~ave this 
subject or not the mature eon!liderntion it requirld is tliflicult to 
say; hO\\ever, in the nbo\"e year he introduced into ~fcxico n 
federal democratic rcpublic:m constitution, \\ hich be towed on 
each of the many States into which ~ t exico is dhidcd, and which 
formed the ::\Iexie.•n Confl·deration, the entire control of its own 
internal nlfairs. 1:11,·h 'tall' had its own lcgi latiHJ body, "hich 
which was held responsible by a genernl congress of the nntion 
for the nrlministmlion of ju. Lice nnd maintenance of the con ti
tutional rights of the citizen. under this form of gt>\ernment 
the position of )[c.xico soon b•·came critic:~! nnd c:xtrnordinnry, 
nnd, indeed, almost indescribable. The la\\ of no l\\0 of the 
States' legislature were alikr, conflictin~ on nil points &!l (;.•scn
tially that e\·erything which emanated from the luw of one must 
needs differ in form and tenor from that of another. Thus the 
entire juri prudence of the country fell to pieces. J n one Stntc 
n simple as;,ault wa_ punished by death ; while in tho 111 t mur
ders were committed daily with impunity. Ju lice wn lo t ight 
of. Peculation anrl fraud in e\"ery department of the Stntc ' 
government was the order of the clay. 

To remedy thi state of things wns n task imposed by n lnrs:u 
majority of the t .• tes on Santa .. \ nnn (I !l31) , who, h;\\ ing hac! 
ten years' prnctica.l experience of the working ofthc f~tlcral )S

tem, did not shrink from the nrduuus undertaking, but \\ ith his 
usual and peculiar tact nnd extraordinary talent, he soon hrought 
about a total rcfonnation, abolishing ut once the fcclcrnl, anti 
e~tnblishing in it~ place a central furrn of government, \\ hich \\1\J! 

done without diliturbing or depriving the people of nny one nf thl' 
great principles of republienni~m, nnd \~ ith little or no hloorlshcd. 

nder the central ystcm, the legislali\'c bodies of the States 
was abolished, and nil the lehrislntivc and executive pDI\er vestc1l 
in one constitutional congress, of which each Stutc formed a pnrt; 
and thus the congress became resFonsible to it constittH'ncy li1r 
the due exercise of the legislative and exccuth·e p011er, instead 
of its fonncr constituency (the lcf,ri~lative bodies of the Strltes) 
being responsible to that body which under tlH' federal system 
enjoyed so\·crcign power. H ence, Sir, the simplicity of the 
central, and the complexity of the federal &ystcm, may he readily 
seen. The former easily defined and to be underolood by nny 
people of common under:.tanding, which is precisely what ~lcxico 
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' rotcd ; the lnttcr, n ponderous mass of complicntecl state ma
chinery, diflicult to put in motion, nnd requiring ( to ket>p up the 
lcgilimntc action of nll its parts) unh·ersal intelligence and energy 
or character, \\hich the Mexicans do not possess. 

,\ll the pelt) f:tctions which existed at one time in ~[exico 
h:nc nl o rcsoh cd themselves into two parties-Centralists and 
Fcdernli t . '111(~ first (now in power) consists of nil the patriotic, 
honl.' t, und intelligent men of the country. Thest• mny justly 
be tyll·tl the p ace Jlarly. The Federalists nrc but few in num
ber, consisting chidl) of renegade Mexicans, let! by Anglo
J\ mcricnn refugci.'l front justice. These nrc now in arms in the 
north( m nnd cnstcm provinces of l\lcxico, and, therefor<>, may 
he cnllccl the wnr pnrty; and 1 nm of opinion that if they get 
intu po\\ cr, lnHry will be cstablbhcd again in that eountr) . 
Tlmt the Ccntmli 1.& possess . uflidcnt strength and encr~:y to put 
clown the Fcderali t nnd to dri\'e the Texan sl.lnrv banner ofl 
their &<lil , no one cnn doubt, nnd that this bus n~t bctn done 
bcfor , 1 nttrihutll cntireh· to the anxious de ire of the Central 
p:nty to prcscn c pence: 'but, how difllcult is the task to de' i~e 
n plnn thnt cnn at once ndmnce the t•au e of humanity nnd ju -
lice, nnd purge the An~lo-Amcrican Tcxnn system of ci \ ilizntion 
of it inhuman depra,·ity \\it bout blood heel! If the Texnns 
nrc left unmolested, ~11,0110 souls nrc nt once given up as a sacri
fil~ to he offered up on the shrine of Texan liberty, nnd the bare 
lmck& of I 11,01111 ,\lricnns "ill be kept under the mercill·ss ln~h of 
thdr s:antruiunry oppr•·,sor.~, in a lnncl where every Afric:m wns 
once frlc, but \\hen! u British subject of . \ frican descent dare nut 
now set his foot "ithout bcin_r taken and . old a· a slave for life. 

11~ Sir, this stutt• of things \Und I tntsl that the historical facts 
'' hicla 1 haH' hcrl in brought hefore you will cnahlc you to take 
11 correct 'icw of them) i to be l'Xtcnclcd from the Sabine to the 
ltio del ~orte, permit me most respectfully to ask, if it is to ho 
&uficr.!il to e.'. tend \\est of thnt ri,•er I This, 'ir, i~ n question of 
vu~l IIlli ortnnct Jndc<"<l, nncl it would be well to know from the 
Nohk S rctnr) of 'tate for Foreign Allnir!!, whcthl·r our Govern
Jill' It i 10011t tot kl· stepM to pn•\·ent it, to secure the indcp•mcl
cncc of Mexico-to clll'ck till' pollution of the in~titutions of her 
free people-to l'cure their territory from further piratieal aggre~
sion-to define tho boundarv within ' ' hich sl:l\'erv is henceforth 
to be looked fi,r, nnd tole;att•d b) this countr):-nnd, lastly, 
to r.top the outm.;cnus efl'usion of the innocent blood of the I ndians 
of Tcxa . 

This, Sir, c:~n only he done ( here I sprnk from pcr~onnl obser
vation, nnd '' ith a perfect kilO\\ lt>dge of the ehnrncter of the 
Tt•xun pcopl1•,) by England's entering into n treaty with ~ texico, 
Hunrnntct·ing the 11:-.istcm•c of the present form of govcrnnwnt 
L t•eutml] l'Btablislwd in \kxico, for a definite period, allowing I imc 
for its laws nnd in-titutiuns to become consolidotcd and lmbitunl to 
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the people, nnd defining the ca tern boundary of the ~texicnn 
republir. By entering also into a st•p:u11tc treaty, in \orhich th~ 
government of En~land shall pledge itsdf to co-opcrntl' with the 
government of ~lcxico, in the supprcs~ion of fordgn and domes
tic sin very,• nod also to co-opemte " itb .Mexico in the \."atablioh
ment of n commission, to be composed of one commi~sioncr on 
the part of England, another on the part of Mexico, nnd one on 
the part of Texas [ when her indcpcntlcncc is recognized,) tu 
adjust the clnim!;, nnd to protect the lj,·cs nnd property of the 
Indian tribes ofTcxns. 

If this cour5e, 'ir, is pursued by her ;,\l .1jesty's ~wrnmt'nt, 
it " ill give stability to the goHnunent of )texico. ll "ill unit.., 
the people, nnd ~o retarcl the di,mcmbem1ent of that country, 
and thus Briti~h intcrc ts ami influence ''ill be sec:un:tl nnd pro
moted, the progress of shl,·ery cfll•c:tually checked, con i•tcnC) 
prcsened tl! far n exi tin~ circumstances "ill t~dmit, nnd, by 
stopping the inhuman butchery uf the l ndinn , the cnu of 
humanity and ju..tice will be ndHmccd; nml to Him "ho "orb 
out these laudable objects, honour and credit mu t nod will re
dound; nnd that these objects, nt least, may pecdily be ccurcd, 
) ou mny re~t nssund, must be the constant prll) er of n juat, 
merciful, and Chri,tinn people. 

I ba\·e the honour to bl', Sir, 
Your very humble obcdic nt • ennnt, 

L ondon, Feb. 8, 1 11. ~- DuR.\~ :\lAILI.AJCD. 

SIA.rerg L • • "./ Mtxico. ~ 
n ... \rucl ,,I of the law of tho 'kt

ican'to•cmmtnt,of the hb of Janua1y, 
18:!:1, al\cr the pobhcsuon of Aid law , 
there be no WC OT partba~ uf tiUl", 

,. blch may be lattoduc:cd lnt<> the em· 
1~ re.; T be childnn of tbn ea, born 1 n 
the c:mpire, aball be frn: at fuurtceu 
,c:an of a:t-. ny the b ... of C..hutlll 
and Tc:xu, .,.wed tbc ~hb of )Iorch, 
18:!t, (.\r.lcle .iG,) new .eltlen, u ro
garda the in1rodocllou of ab•n, aLall 
~t~bject tbcmsd.-ca to tho rxistloa !aWl', 
and thOle 11hich may berl-:rta be CIIA
blithed. And by a law of tl.e conp•~ 
of Coahuila and Tcx:u, J"''S"'l tl•• '.!:lrd 
of :llllnh, 11J31, tbc:ro aball be r ........ t 
in e:Kh town a r'!foi< r u( lho lara, 
wi<h a alat.nnc:tlt of tbdr age~, name•, 
and teJ~. 

From the Co,. titution of 1'e.rar. 

• • !1 .• \II 1 num of colour, •hu 
wuo ola•cs fur hfc 1 rc-'l'loua to tb r 
tm>gullou '" 'rcxu, and "ho arc no,. 
l•chl In l.oncbJc, ahall ~main in tho 
hka a \Ale c-f acn-iiUde: l'ruYI•ltd lbo 

'•I .U•a a hall be tbc lJoml fo.le properly 
of tbc J>Uic>ll 10 bold•DJ ~d alua &s 

afon,p~<J. Cungrn. a!WI r:w no lan 
lo torohlblt cmlgrant.t frOm l.tl 11111 
ll1clr olavC~ into the r~bllc whb thMU, 
and hold•ngthool b1 tbc we \<!nu•c by 
•hid• auch ala•cs ""' held In lho 
lu11<.-.l '-ltaln; 110r dall ~eu ..,_,t'l! 

J HIII r to ~mUIIl'1J>1U ti.Jr~; aur JoaU ua,¥ 
J" lw/J r be allm«J to t'.IIIUDOJ•114 IIi• 
ur /ur alut'fl ur tl•ru lt'll.ltJI>l 1M CVIl<dil 

•1' n-n::1ra1, Jttl.u 114 or .M ,Jwll ,w/ Au 
"' lur tl•liY! ''' tlurtl rriJlwol 1/oiJ lull 11 
•:/ tu ,...,,uu~. So J~ 1 rwn •:/ 

• \\l,cn 1 MY "down tic alncry," l mc:~u the alncry iotrU<Iur.d 111\o Tu:u by 
U.e Anglo-.A mcric:ans. 

t See po;• 29!1. t \'1dc K\uutd)'a ,\woulir, ,uJ. il I'· 1111. 
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A liT. 2. .\ rtgiii.Y ollAII Le L:rrt of 
the Llrtb of r.blldN'n c.r olau partnta, 
a•nat the pubheatlon of tbn (Jotutclll· 
1 on, chilli! an uroont tbtreof to the 
£tl'ft71lmtul urry tbrre month•. .\ncl 
In Jil;.a manotr an account of tbc death 
oltlu11 

,\ar. -'· lmporttn of •IA~M, after 
tbe upl"'tlon of the time mt!ntlonNI in 
tho l!ltb .\rtlt!lc of the C'ou•titutlon, 
( lltb L( • ptr:mber, I 02i ,) will he 
111bjctt to the pr=ltltt rttabll lee<! by 
th :enenl law of the 13th of Jul), 
18~1. 

.\aT. ,\, Slun are fm! on th«' dl"&th 
of tbdr O'lmtT, wbo 110 llaaal htin, 
(nttpl o•ntn are po nM or a 1-
nutd by OM ol the lun) Anello 
nue dattnt III I!Dol hcln, ono-lnltb 
are (lTC; to be dclrmllntd by lot 

.\RT. ll. Tho frre rh0df'l'n ol tla~ 
I b:lll reed 'I"C a ~ cdllaltlon, llD•I ho 
bound out ta tnd by the apantnmkn· 
1o1: and by .\rtltlc 10, a line of bOO 
dolbn b lmJIC'H'! ou the D) nntamknto 
nkb ne:I«:.O ta IIC'C! the bw tnfolffol, 

,\aT. I u. llf the rentnl law uf tbll 
fr~lcu rqmblle, of the Gth of ,\l'nl 

111!11_1, no chao C&D loa rasclc with 
rop«l to teiODtn alrcsdy tttalllbhrcl, 
nor 1laft!l they contain, but the J'f~" n· 
tlon of I furt!Kr admlwon of ala\et 
tlull bel exactnd uodC'T the tlric~t ro
apolllll.lhtl 

.tfri.Mn .U1«111, tiiArr ;,. rciok or in 
Jdrl, .Aall k J«'rotillolln rrai./c J'"lfW• 
no.tr, ;,. tu rqnJAit-, without the coo
tent uf con~: ancl tlcc ilnJo<>rtatlon 
or oclntiulon of ,\frinan• or nq:roo inta 
tbi• rcpuLllc, rxcqoting from the l nitro 
Staltl c.f .<\mmca, It for ~Hr l'rohlbltru, 
lln•l clcclaf\•l t" be J'i"'<Y. 

• '<'. 10. ,\11 ptnona, (.\friCUlt, tlco 
dcKt·ndant• uf . \frlrano, ancl l nclianr e:r
crptru,) wh•• ,. • ..., rc !Jiog in 'J'n.u on 
t!JI' dl)' t>f tl.4: drc:Ja"'tioll of iodtJ'fOd• 
co•·• , alcall be eon1iJrrcd clti%.1 01 uf lice 
rtf.ul•lir, and entitlccl w all tlcc J•ri
Yi t':!t'& or IUC h. 

An act to authoriJ.C Wiley )Iattin 
to enmndro.tc bll al&\0 l'ctcr. Ap
prn•td tbc !lnl of JAnuary, I C~O. 

,\n "'' "' aathorhe ~h a frtel 
Ulan eo( ClOiour, 14 rnnain wlthln tbo 
seyuLhc cl 'fr.xu. ,\rt•ro"cd Jaou:~ry 
tbr ::!Stl•, 18~0. 

.\n onliiWice oo<l dec~ to l'"''mt 
the imrortatioo and CIX~IUoft or (reo 

n=vcs DDd mulattoes into Tuu. 

E trncl from the City nrticlt• of the ,lfurni119 J!rrald of the 
Oth of .\ ugu t, I~ II :-

T! ~All p:tpcrs rccrntly received to the end of ;\lny gi"e some 
t·urious detnil nf the working of rqmblic:m slnnry principles. 
In ju ticc, lumcwr, it mny hl' n·markt·d, that n pt·n•mptory de
n in! is gi\'cn to ccrtuin n11t•gations rnndt· in this country rcspcctin~ 
11ln\'C imporllltion fnun the coast of Africa. Thr Galt•c.\ltlll Ga
:tllc ob cnc~, on this head, that "Sir Fcl\lell Buxton, tlw 
Engli h nholitioni t, llt;th·s, in one of his puhlicntions, that he 
h.t it from high authority, "hich he cannot doubt, tlmt l.'i,OOO 
wt•n imported into T exas from ,\frica durin~ the yt•nr, 1 ~;J;.$ . 
" "'', tlw '' hnlc numht•r of sla"e' in the country hst yt•nr, as ap
P' .u·, from returns of the n~scs!lors, is only I I ,a2a, nntl of this 
numht·r 1n• do not helie\'e 11 single one was C\'Cr imported dir<'ctly 
from Africa." Thc~e n•mnrks would seem to e\'itlt•ncc n laudnblt• 
(h•airl' on till' pnrl uf T exns to blt•nch herself '' hi til nf the reproach 
of Kin very'' ith timl', if not prrscntly, but tlwy contra:;t btrnngl'ly 
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with the tenour of legislntive ennctmcnt in the nme pnpcr, en
titled, an ".\ ct conccmin~Free Persons of Colour." llv tlw first 
section of thi, • \ ct, it b ordained .. that it shall not be .l.l\\ ful for 
:my free pen.on of colour to emit!mte to this republic."-By cc
tion :?, it i:> orderecl that the ~herin: or anY constnblc of the 
county in which such free person of colour sh~ll be found to hnve 
emigrated, to arrest him, nfll•r ten dn yt. • pre' ious notice, nnd tnkc 
him before the chief justice of the county, or jnd"c ot the district, 
whose duty it hnll be to rccei,·e the bond of the pri. oncr in 1000 
dollnrs, \\ith the nppro,·cd security of 11 citi1.cn, for his instant 
departure from the territories of the rCJIUhlic.-~ cction :1 pro
,·itlcs, t~nt if the person 1>f colour ahn11 not be nble to gt\'c tl1e 
bond of ecurity pro,·ided, he hall then be committed to the 
public gaol, \\;th nn order to the sheriff' to expo e him for public 
s.1lc to the highest bidder, 'nth four weeks' prc,;ous notice in the 
journals, and sale him into ln\'cry for the apace of one ycnr. If 
at the expirntion of the tern\ he be able to gh·e the hond ccurity, 
he may be disebnrged; but if unable, he must he re-delh·erecl to 
the sheriff, who bnll n~n nd\'crti c him for snlc into slnH~ry for 
life.-Two years nrc nllo11cd for the emigration of all frC' persons 
of colour actually in the republic nt the p ing of the Act. Ilut 
if any master of n ,·es cl, or other person or pcrsm.,, 'Ct:uary 
to the introduction of an!/ free pcr&un of colour i! t • 1, .r :1, tbc:J 
81wll be d~mcd guiii!J of a misdemeanor, and, on c oil\ iction, 
finnble, for not Jc, tbnn one, nor more than ten thous:uul dollars; 
cooks or other hand on board vessels not being con iciC'rcd tn 
come within the prol'isions of the Act.-lt is quite clear, from 
this specimen of Texan lcgislnlion, that there is nt lcnst no im
mediate intention to pro,·ide for the b'Tndu:Ll extinction of sln\'cry, 
or to mitigate the sc,·crity of the acn·ilc condition. 

'Note on tJ.e Indian popultllio11 of '1 c.ra1. Sec page 22 t. 
Valdes report the Indian popuhtion ofTc:x.1, in I~:Jl, to b • 

77, 7!J:J, to "hich mu t be added the Chcrukces, nnd other trilx-s 
that ruwe enten:d Texas subsequent to the census of 1831 . 

INJ>I \r\S. 

Note to page 233. 

By Art. 19, of the Law of Coahuiln and Texlli, of the 21th of 
March, 182.}, h•dlaTU of all nntiona, bordering rm the atntc, as well 
as wandering tribe within its limits, shnll be n·ecivt·d in the market, 
without paying any duties on the product• of the country; nnd if 
they declare in favour of our religion nnd institutions, they shall he 
entitled to the aame quantity of lnnd ns spoken of in the I lth and 
15th Articles, alway prefrrring native l nclions to alr.mgcrs. 
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London, S~t. 21, 1811. 

h· I.onP,- Pcm1it me with C\'cry sentiment of respect to 
nclclrc your Lord hip hridly un n highly importnntsuhjcct, which 
ha tlonbtl been ur~etl on ynur con idl·rntion before thi:., \'iZ., 
the 'l'l'Cllt)' hct\\een Orcnl llritnin nnrl th(' Jtcpublic of Texas. 
'l11i , my J..onl, i n IJUC tion on "hich the intcrcata of a cbss of 
her ~lnje!ty's ubjt'Ct , ns numerous (commeTcinl nnd monetary) 

the prt'sent Anglo-.\merictlll population of'l'cxa, arc deeply 
in\ oh·cd; in which the right nncl la\\'1 of nation nrc thrcatcn('d 
with immediate eul)\cnion, in order that n boundary suited to the 
cquisithc.:tiewaofth Anglo-,\mcricnn mnybcll3ti factorilylaid 

dou n. But \\ithout looking tn '' hntmny he deem('d points un:Uter
nhlt>, how &tnnd th fncta! \\'hy, that J :n~:land hns suhscrilx-d to n 
treaty of unity nnd comml•n·e 'with thll He public of Texas, dated 
the l:Jth of ~o,emlX'r, 1K Ill; nnd this lJ'(':lly wns forw:trdcd 
from England to Tc ns for ratillcntion in the S.'lmc month. 
\\'hrrca )OUr I.onlship will find in the nrd•i\·cs of tl1e l~orei~ 
Office 1 dt' (!.'Itch from the 'l'exnn l'n\ oy, d:ttcd the 5th of Xo
\'cmbcr, 1 S411, eight dn) prl·vious to the signing of tltc treaty by 
the accredited ministers of the t\\O contracting [Kmcrs, in which 
<•enernl I I milton (•' slaw-holding and a l-ana fitlc citizt·n of the 
United dotes) crnH·s till' nwdhtion of (in'llt Britnin "it11 )Jcx
ic:o, for the uspcn ion of ho tilities bcl\\ccn the latter country nnd 
her r bclliou A ngln-A nwril"lln colonies in 'l'exo~. "hose inde
pendence, de facto, dcp nels on the issue of the pending ho tili
tics. These f~U:ts, my Lord, nrc fully c tnblislll'd in the Texnn 
cn\'O) 'a cl pntch, \\Inch, however, iL \\oultl nppcur, hnd bl'l'll 
tol41ly O\' rlooked h fnre the trl'aty was &igncd, but suhscqurntJy 
nettptcrl by I.onl Palnwrston, n the hasi" of n "Con\ cntion " 
hctwt.'Cll Englnnd nnd '1\·xas, datccltht• 1 lth of :'\ovl·mbcr, IS 10, 
on dny nftcr the l'lCOJ-'Illtion of the indl'[><:ndcncc of Tl''\nS by 
Engkmd; nnd this " ('on\'cntion" ~oimply confirm!> "h:ll the 
Tt•xnn envoy n\'ows, nnmt•ly, tlw l'Xistcnct• of hostilities between 
tho colony of Tcxna nntl the mother country. l ll·rc, my Lord, 
I \lould have her :'>lnjt'.llly's Go\'crrtmt•nt pnusc. 

Tlw tlnngt·rs nod injuril·S thaL ha\'C lll'cn and mny be felt by a 
motlwr cnuntr) fmm the intcrfl•renct' of a forcit-tn power, in dis
JIIltcs hct wct·n n parent 21tntc nncl her colonica, i~ no" here more 
distinctly exhibited than in the colonial history of Grcnt Britain; 
nnd whiic we nt nll times n·pndintc ~on<'h int~rfl•n·ncc, nnd stig
mntizc it :IS nnpardonnhlc, nnd therefor<' nrc till' fir~t to demand 
till' must ample ntmll'nll'nt, ll'l it not lw :mid thnt En~lnml h.1s 
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prematurely and unjustly intrrfered in this case, "hich may be 
speedily citt.-d by the Anglo-Americans ns n cnsc in point. l n n 
word, my Lord, the rt·public of ) fexico in thc \\C tis to linglancl 
what Turkey is in the cast; while the t:nited States in the Gulf 
of:\Iexico is to the Xorth and 'outh Americal;, what Ru~. ia is to 
E urope in the Blnck 'ca. 

But the late government, throughout the discus!ion of the 
Texan question, were led to dmw erroneous infercnccs from the 
gross misrepresentations of the paid ad,·ocntes of Tc. as; and 
these, my Lord, have been substantially confirn1ed by an nnti
Anglo work, recently is ·urd from the press, tho obvious tendency 
of which is to delude the Driti!!h government still further, and to 
get peoplt: to tmigrate from tM.f rou11tr!l to the Stellmp.t of Texas, 
where they are to be arrayed in nrms against )[cxico. To t·otan
ternct this awful tendency, I bnvo reluctantly taken upon 111) If 
the task of writing n work on Tcxn , from personal ob en·ntiun, 
baring spent fh·e months in exploring the interior of the country, 
and eollectin" e\"ery informntion o.s to the social condition nud 
general rc,;ourccs of the people. I therefore en trent your I.onl
ship to suspend your opinion of the Texan question until further 
facts are m:ufe known, both to the go\'crnment nncl people of 
this country, who may be speedily called upon to exercise the 
utmost vigilance, and thereby involved in n considerable eX!)Cn&c, 
for the supprcs~ion of n wholesale trnllic in slavCll bcl\HCn the 
F rench colonies in the West Indies and Texn . The French 
go\'cmment have secured to the coloninl subjects of l'r.mc<', in 
t he 18th article of the treaty between Frnncc nnd Te. ns, all the 
rights nnd prh·ileges enjoyed by the most fn\'oured nation, namely, 
the U nited StatCll, whose citizens, under the constitution of 
T exas, ha,·e . t.-curcd to themselves the right of introducing a Inn'S 
i nto the )'Oung republic. 

T he atrocities alluded to, my Lorcl, in the Texnn envoy's 
despatch of the 5th of Xonmbcr, 1810, I nm prepared to prow 
from historical rccordR, are the unprovoked mas!lllcre of ~lcxicnn 
prisoners of wnr-Xati\"C I ndian tribe!!, (men, women, and chil
dren,) and negroes, by the TexnnR. T he Texan rcprc cntativo 
\Vas nc\'ertheless perfectly correct in stating, thnt. the violations 
of certain contracts between ~ [e,.ico and the Texans were ac
companied by "atrocities, which rather belonged to the dark 
ages than the era in which we live." 

I have tl1e honottr to be, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient o.ntl very humble servant, 

N. D onAN .M\ JLLARll. 

W. Tyler. !'rioter, Uult·court, l'lcet·atrccl. 
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