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Surveyors Report | , ‘ Austin, Texas
, ' F ‘ ‘ April 3, 1956

‘A report as to office study and fleld work done in making
a retracement of ﬂurvuys in the vieinity of the Cooke “anch, |
LaBSalle County, ?axaag for the purpose of raloeating,ald lines
and anrnara‘and fixing, unon the ground, us nearly as rossi-
ble, their original position as established by previous auﬁ;
veyors from time to time, e

We find from the current Land Office map, dated September,
1923, that the draftsman aprears to be in some difficulty,
when he attwmpté to place the Jose Antonio Leal Survey upon
the map, and since the Leal 1s one of the surveys in the ime
mediate area in which we are definately interested, we feel that
a brief history of this and surrounding surveys would not be
amiss.

In March, 1848, R, A, Howard, Deputy Surveyor of Bexar
Land District, locates a group of aurvaya on both sides of the
Nueces River, beginning on the 8th day of March at the upper
(northwest) corner of Survey No., 109, now abandoned, and which
had been located by J. J. H, Gramsont, Surveyor of San Patrieio
County, on May 10, 1839, at the crossing of the San Antonio
and Laredo road, Howard then starting on the sald road cros-
sine at the Grammont corner, continues up the west side of the
Nueces with a series of surveys numbering from 261 to survey
No. 281, some ten or twelve miles up the river, where he crosses
to the east side and begins Survey No, 282, fifty varas east éf
northeast corner of Survey 281, He dates the survey of 281 and
282 as March 15th, He continues surveys down the river on the
east side, from Survey 282 éawn to Survey No, 304, Although
he builds his surveys down from ﬁd. 282, he calls for the date
of the survey to be the same as the opnosite survey across the
river, showing Survey 303 to have the same date as Survey noe.
265 across the river, This indicates that he made his run on
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one side of the river only, it taking him seven days to complete
his vork, from March 8th to the 15th, Thus, it appears that he
did not run any of the back lines of his surveys, although he
ecalls for stone mounds at a number of back corners, No witness
trees are called for however, except for corners on the river,
While it seems to he impossible to find witness trees for
the river corners of the surveys as laid down by Re A, Howard,
we find in the General Land affiaa, an old sketch made by the
Distriet Surveyor of Bexar District, August 11th, 1890, showing
the Howard grour c¢f surveys, from which we can prepare a tracing
on the same scale as an aerial map, which indicates that Howard's
work 1s checking the river so accurately that we can, by tying
in the Northwest corner of Survey 287 and Southeast corner of
261 on the ground determine the length of the vara as used by
Howard in his work of 1848, We find his vara to be thirty four
and a half inches as aamynrm& to one of thirty three and a third

as used today, By using the river as our base and the corners
h@tﬁﬁﬂf@?ﬂ mentioned, we are able to figure th@ mGuran ar.%«arw
Ang of Howard's lines, which we find to be some fifty four mie
nutes anti-clockwise to those of the H, & G, N, surveys farther

east,

The next survey of interest i1s the Jose Antonio Leal, sure
veyed by Jmhn,w;'ﬁarratamn on November 28th, 29th, 1874, some
twenty six years after Howard made his survey, Garretson begins
at the uprer corner of Survey No, 287, at a stake on the Rast
bank of the Nueces River, where he notes that «riginal'traaa-
are down, so he calls for an eleven inch Ash as W 163° W §
veras and a five inch Ash 8 58° & 2 1/5 varas.

He then runs East 421Y varas for the Southeast corner
of the Leal Survey, and from this corner he runs N 18° 24 w
4966 varas for the North corner gn&,then South 450 West 6640
varas where he sets a stake an'zhu'high bank of the river
because the original corner of Svrvuy 285 is under water, ‘kﬁ
this point, Garretson sets a;stskayanﬁ‘gives~%wu $1ma as wite
ness trees, one a seven inch, bearing N 23} W 3 vﬁras, the
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other five inches in dtamatﬁr,,baaringfs 234 E 1 3/5 varas, GCarret-
son explains in his field notes that this is merely a reference
corner and that the original cormer of 285 1s then under watabg
From this reference corner, Garretson msanﬁara'ﬁh&mugh the
survey to the bagiuainﬁ‘aornar.
The next survayﬁr in the area we find to be L., H. Luckett,
who in May of 1875 laid down a block of H & G N Railroad Surveys,
and on Septlember 25, 1875, Luckett runs a connecting line from the
Southwest corner of Survey No. 238, South 338 varas and then West

3658 varas to the Southwest corner of fiver Survey No. 288, ulaﬁﬁiﬂg

that he found sald corner on the ground,

At the Northeast corner of Survey 157, Luckett calls for a
Live Oak in a clump to bear N 40° W 475 varas, At this point we
find a clump of Live Oaks, which arpear to be the only nnu# in
the immediate vicinity.

In April of 1878, Lafayette Caldwell builds two square sece
tions, Nos. 319 and 320, off of Luckett's H & G N surveys, and in
March of 1879, he makes a bunch of fillein surveys, numbering from
761 through 766, 1~ which he att@&mtﬁ to take up the space between
tha river surveys as located by Haward, the Leal by Carretson and
wﬁar@ he presumed the H & G N surveys were located by Luckett,
Caldwell has made several surveys at different times, making ene
tirely different constructions, and on October 10, 1879 he wrote
the Land Commissioner a letter in which he states that it is ime
possible to find any of the witness trees of the early survmya'
along the river, Then in 1881 he laid dawn‘the Jo G. Alexander,
Survey No. 577 and the Pablo Salinas, both of which are in confliect
with his former work and also in confliet @ith other surway#a

In 1888, Thos. Prandy in trying to make Caldwell's work of
1879 and 1871 conform to the H & G N surveys as located by Luckett,
laid out Survey No, 7644, in between Surveys 764, 765, and 766,
originally located by Caldwell in 1879, and in doing so entirely
disregarded thelir calls for adjoinder,

In making a re-survey of tha‘araa, I have used the Nueces

3e

s e




River for control in that group of surveys 1aid down by Howard,
and we £ind that in order to use the river as a base, that as near
as we c¢an ﬁatarminm, Howard was using a vara nf‘thirty four and a
half inches. :

I have placed the Leal Survey between river surveys 285 and
287 as 1its f1e1d notes call, and for a retracement of the H&GN
surveys as located by Luckett, I have used the clump of Live ﬂaké
at the Northeast corner of ﬂﬁrvmykl5? as save is fenced and occupled,
Funning North from this ebﬁn@f, Luckett calls for numerous marked
corners, none of which I could find, however I find on running
South from Southwest corner of ﬁurvéy 233 a distance of 338 varas
and then West to the river that our distance of 3740 varas comnares
with 3656 as called by Luckett, except we atrika the river at the
Northwest corner of Survey Fo. 292, whereas Luckett calls to be at
NW corner of Survey 289¢ 4Thia would indicate thatlhuak&tt, ir
he did find a corner of one of the river surveys, failed to idenw
tify it properly, or else his system of surveys are either three
quarters of a mile to far south or the River Surveys are too far
north, neither of which is probable.

To support the construction I have placed on the surveys in
the area of the Jose Antonio Leal, I would like to call attention
to & sketch filed in the Land Office by Lafayette Caldwell, Septe
ember 24, 1879, and found in Bexar Serip 27909, and as am;argumen% '
agaﬁnnt his location of the J. G. Alexander and Pablo Salinas Sure i
veys, I would like to point out that Caldwell owned the Certificate
for the Salinas at the time the Survey was m&d«@ January 1@* &&31, :
which s@ama to indicate that ﬁm might have had a rersonal reason
for moving the Lé31 aaat to make room for the Salinas and Alexanders
feh by J. C. Caldwell found in Bexar

And the explanation and ske
Donation 1900, seems to be a rather poor argument for moving the
Leal from its original position. '

%aéy truly #vura,

J, D, Freeman,
Licensed State Land Surveyor
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