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Avalon Bay is located on the eastern shore of Santa Catalina Island, which is reached from Wilmington (Los Angeles harbor) by a two hours’ steamer trip. Itisa
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5 DOUBLE TRACK

typical southern California resort, and is famous for its natural aquarium and marine gardens which are viewed from glass-bottomed boats.

VER since May 10, 1869, when Leland
Stanford of California and Thomas C.
Durant of New York drove the Golden

Spike which completed the ““Pacific Railroad,”
the Overland Route has been the main high-
way across the continent.

Forming a continuous line from Omabha,
Nebraska, to San Francisco, California, it ful-
filled the chief purpose of its builders—the
creation of a physical bond between east and
west strong enough to remove the danger of
political disruption. The Civil War was
raging in 1864, when construction began, and
the security of the Pacific Coast states seemed
uncertain, unless quick communication across
the continent was established without delay.
It was necessary, therefore, to choose the
shortest route.

The crisis out of which the railroad grew
was in several ways an advantage to its

3

builders. They began work with the active
support of President Lincoln and with the
backing of several men who were eminent
enough in commerce or in public life to give
the project a fair chance of success, and clear-
sighted enough to recognize the urgent need
of its fulfilment. And having the pioneer’s
privilege of choosing from among all possible
routes, they selected one of the world’s finest
natural highways—the Overland Trail, fol-
lowed originally by herds of buffalo and later
developed into a trappers’ pathway, an emi-
grant road, and eventually into a trade route.

With the exception of the portion between
North Platte and Green River the trail was
followed by the railroad builders almost with-
out deviation. It follows the same route to-
day, and its northwestern arm takes the
course of the Oregon Trail up to the mouth
of the Columbia.

(48
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 UNION PACIFIC SYSTEM

Mission San Gabriel, ten miles east of Los Angeles, is one of the nineteen Fran-
ciscan establishments which grew up along El Camino Real from San Diego
to San Francisco following Junipero Serra’s crusade in the Indian mission
field, started in 1759.

This route is alive with historic memories.
It was followed in succession by the fur
traders, the Mormon pioneers, the fortune
hunters of ’49, the Overland stage coach and
the Pony Express, so that a journey over it
to-day is like a visit to the scenes of a min-
strel’s legend. The perils faced by the track-
layers of the 6os have added their share to
the volume of romantic tales of which it is
the theme. Westward through Nebraska (or
Kansas and Colorado) and Wyoming, every

Typical orange groves at Riverside, in the heart of southern
California’s orange belt.

5

Chinatown, San Francisco’s famous Oriental quarter. In this extraordinary
city the lure of the East is combined with the luxury of the most modern
metropolis.

new stretch of line was viciously opposed by
warriors of the Sioux and Cheyenne tribes,
and to-day the entire route through the
prairies is rich in memories of savage battles
between the redskins and the construction
crews.

It is hardly possible to prepare a map of
the System’s lines without also showing most
of America’s western summer and winter re-
sorts. The territory served is so vast that
almost all varieties are included—from the
pine-clad summits of the Rockies to the orange
groves and luxuriant, semi-tropical foliage of
southern California. There is hardly any part
of the Pacific coastline—north or south—
which has not some appeal to the eye that

6
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| UNION PACIFIC SYSTEM |

Yosemite Falls, which plunge a distance of 2,600 feet, form one of the many
wonderful features of Yosemite National Park, California.

can read the changing moods of forest, shore
and mountain. Southern California’s palm-
lined motorways and sunlit beaches welcome
the tourist at all seasons of the year; San
Francisco unites the mysterious lure of the
Orient with the luxury of the most modern
metropolis; and in the Northwest the rich
commercial centers of Portland, Tacoma and
Seattle and the lovely Puget Sound region are
approached by the two hundred mile ride along
the shore of the Columbia River, where the
tracks parallel the famous Columbia River
Highway, acknowledged by all who have
traveled it to command a greater variety of
spectacular scenery than any other of the
nation’s trails.
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ELEVEN NATIONAL PARKS

The stupendous precipice on the eastern front of Longs Peak is one of the famous
spectacles of Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado. The mountain is
14,255 feet high.

-

A few miles east of Ogden, Utah, the Union Pacific tracks pass through Weber
Canyon’s impressive series of gorges in the Wasatch Range.



