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PREFACE. 

BELIEVING that a book has long been needed which 

would enable the reader to estimate and com1Jare the 

resources and relative advantages of the various sections 

of the United States, I have undertaken to gather the 

desired information, and so vresent it, that, while useful 

to the citizen, it might be to the emigrant what the chart 

is to the mariner. The result of my efforts is now before 

the public. I have endeavored, without prejudice or 

partiality, to set forth reliable and practical information 

respecting the several States and Territories of the "\Vest 

and South, with such additional matter as seemed 

relevant to the work, to make it meet the significance of 

its title. "\Vhile copying extensively from various lafo 

official and other authentic publications, I have seldom 

done so without permission, and have intended invariably 

to fortify extracts thus made by duly citing the authori

ties from which they were taken. I have gratefully to 

acknowledge the receipt of valuable reports and docu

ments from the Departments at "\Y ashington, and from 

rnrious State authorities, and, also, especially and 
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heartily to thank the thousands throughout the land 

who have so promptly and fully responded to my letters 

of inquiry. Neither labor nor expense has been spared 

to make this work complete; and I hope it may be 

kindly received, that it will benefit those who seek 

new homes, and promote the good of our common 

country. 

NEW Yom;:, JJecember 22, 1S68. 
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WHERE TO EMIGRATE. AND WHY. 

CIIAPTER I. 

TrrE P-unua DoM.A.IN of the United States is almost bound
less. Its unsold acres, exclusive of Alaska, number nearly 
fifteen hundred millions, as yet covered only with the pri
meval forest, or the wild and wanton vegetation of the prairies, 
"wherewith the mower :filleth not his hand, nor he that bind
eth sheaves his bosom." 

The sUl'face of this vast area is infinitely diversified with 
rivers and lakes, verdant prairies and sandy plains, lofty 
mountains and extensive valleys, and equally varied in its 
plimate and soil, in its resources and range of production·s. 
It requires no prophetic inspiration to foretell that thronging 
mil,lions will soon people these broad and fertile acres, or that 
the future of our nation will be the most magnificent of any 
whose history is recorded. 

With long lines of sea-coast on either ocean, our territory 
lies between, upon parallels of latitude which have ever nur
tured the most vigorous nations-equally removed from the 
burning heats of the torrid and the rigors of the frigid zone
possessing a healthful climate, with mildly alternating seasons, 
which seem to compel exertion only to reward it. 

We have the longest river and the largest lake navigation in 
the world ; and from a single line three miles long in 1828, our 
railroad system has grown to a total length of more than forty 
thousand miles in 1868-nearly sufficient to twice engirdle the 
earth. Our people are unsurpassed in enterprise and intel-
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ligence, and our benignant Government, which is at once 

our pride and glory, has made our country the hope and ref

uge of the world. 
Ours is no land of "organized ignorance." Systems of 

schools, fi·ee alike to the children of the rich and the poor, 

pervade nearly every section of the country, and from every 

town, and village, and hamlet, churches point their "taper 

:fingers toward Heaven." Our Constitution guarantees us 

the two greatest rights of manhood: freedom to worship God 

as we please, and the right to elect our own rulers. And the 

flag we love and reve1•e. now equally protects all its children, 

native-born or adopted; our Government having, by recent 

le(Yislation declared to the nations of the earth that the old 
b ' 

fonda,l doctrine, "once a subject, always a subject," must be 

abandoned, and that she will maintain the rights of her nat~

ralized citizens here or in foreign lands, and accord to their 

persons and property the same protection as to her native-born 

citizens. 
· To the natural advantages of our country and to the excel-

lence of its institutions, we bwe the fact that within a few 

score years we have grown from an English colony to be one 

of the foremost nations of the earth, numbering thirty-five to 

forty millions of people, of whom it is estimated that the 

emigrants drnwn to our land of mingling nationalities since 

the year 1700, now comprise, with their descendants, over 

twenty millions. 
The Hon. Charles Sumner, a distinguished American states

man in an ar(Yument to sustain and extend the rights of the 
1 0 

foreign-born among us, thus eloquently referred to their claims 

upon our hospitality and affection:-
" The history of our country, in its humblest as well as 

most exalted spheres, testifies to the merits of foreigners. 

Their strong arms have helped furrow our broad territory 

with canals, and stretch in every direction the iron rail. 

They have filled our workshops, navigated our ships, and 

even tilled our fields. Go where you will, among the hardy 

sons of toil on land or sea, and there you will find industrious 

TIIE DOMAIN OF TIIE UNITED STATES. 11· 

and faithful foreigners bending their muscles to the work. 

At the bar and in the high places of commerce you will find 

them. Enter the retreats of learning, and there you will fiwl 

them, too, shedding upon our country the glory of science. 

Nor can any reflection be cast upon foreigners claiming hospi

tality now, which will not glance at once upon the distin

guished living and the illustrious dead-upon the Irish Mont

gomery, who perished for us at the gates of Quebec; upon 

Pulaski, the Pole, who perished for us at Savannah; upon 

De Kalb and Steuben, the generous Germans, who aided our 

weakness by their military experience ; upon Paul Jones, the 

Scotchman, who lent his unsurpassed courage to the infant 

thunders of our Navy ; also upon those great European liber

ators, Kosciusko, of Poland, and La Fayette, of France, each 

of whom pai<l his earliest vows to libertv in our cause. Nor 

should this list be confined to military ;haracters so lono- as 
' 0 

we gratefuUy cherish the name of Alexander Ilamilton, who 

was born in the West Indies, and the name of Albert Gal

latin, who was born in Switzerland, and never, to the close of 

his octogenarian career, lost the .Fremh accent of his boyhood 

-both of whom rendered civic services which may be com

memorated a,mong the victories of peace." 
And now that the unhappy strife which has torn our chast

rned country is ended, we can realize that it has been the seal 

of' our National greatness. In its peril we have felt its value, 

and in battling for its integrity we have inspired increased 

affection for its institutions. It has developed our sinews and 

shown us our strength ; and again a 

"-Land of happy Union! where the East 
Smiles on the West in love, and Northern snows 
Melt in the ardor of the genial South!"-

we are entering upon a career of prosperity to which even the 

annals of our own country present no parallel. 
It is stated,-upon the official authority ot Mr. D. A. WELLS, 

Special Commissioner of the Revenue that 
' "Since the termination of the war more iron furnaces have 
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been erected, more pig-iron smelted, more bars rolled, more 
steel made, more coal mined, more lumber sawed and hewed, 
more vessels built upon our inland waters, more houses con
structed more manufactories of different kinds started, more 

' cotton spun and woven, more petroleum collected, refined, 
and exported, than in any equal period in the history of the 

country." 
During the last two years more than six hundred thousand 

sturdy immigrants have landed upon om· shores, and there is 
no ebb to the flowing tide. Our land is ringing with the din 
of her internal improvements; cottages are springing up far 
away to the west upon sunny acres where, but yesterday, 
roamed the Indian and the buffalo. Grand lines of railroad 
are stretching out across the continent-iron monsters rest-· 
ing upon either ocean, swallowing the values of one hemi
sphere to void them upon the other-rernaling what our first 
Great Emigrant, Columbus, vainly sought to manifest in the 
gloom of earlier ages-that the shortest way to the Indies was 
via America. 

When the Pacific Railroad is completed-now almost an 
accomplished fact-New York and San Francisco will be 
united uy a continuous track thirty-four hundred miles in 
length, and the development of those portions of' our domain 
which lie upon the "sunset side" of the Mississippi River, 
must be accelerated under its mighty agency in proportion to 
their increased facilities of access. 

And a11 we have, and are, or may be, as a nation, we offer 
to share with the struggling millions of the earth. 

Our Ilomestead Law-one of the most beneficent enactments 
of any age, or country, and one which has done more than any 
other to honor the American name, and make it loved 
throughout the earth-provides that each male or female 
seitler, after five years' occupation, becomes the owner of one 
hundred and sixty acres, on payment of' ten dollars and the 
land officer's fees, providing such settler be a citizen of the 
United States, or has declared an intention to. become so; and 
it further provides that no land acquired under the provisions 
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of this act shall, in any event, be liable for the payment of any 
debts contracted prior to the issuance of the patent therefor. 

In March last, our House of Representatives passed, with
out division, the following resolution:-

" Resolved, That in order to carry into full and complete 
effect the spirit and policy of the Pre-emption and Homestead 
laws of the United States, the further sales of the agricultural 
public lands ought to be prohibited by law; and that all pro
posed grants of land to aid in the construction of railroads, 
or for other special objects, should be carefully scrutinized, 
and rigidly subordinated to the paramount pur_pose ef secur
ing homes for tlie landless poor, the actual settlement and 
tillage of the public domain, and the consequent increase of 
the national wealth ." 

[Both the Ilomestead and Pre-emption Laws may be found 
at length, further on in this book.] 

We want yet more people to wake our sleeping wealth; 
strong-armed men to press to the front in our march of civil
ization, and conquer easy victories with the plowshare-to 
'' tickle our prairies with a hoe that they may laugh with a 

harvest." We offer them the greatest boon on earth-Man
hood and Independence. As one of our most eminent states
men has nobly said:-

" There are our broad lands, stretching toward the setting 
sun; let them come and take them. Ourselves the children 
of the pilgrims of a former generation, let us not turn from 
the pilgrims of the present. Let the home founded by our 
emigrant fathers continue open in its many mansions to the 
emigrants of to-day." 

In our favored land the capitalist may find abundant scope 
for the profitable use of' all his resources. Says J. Ross 
BROWNE, in bis recent .Report upon the Mineral Resources of 
the Pacific States and Territories: "Explorations made by 
prominent parties during the past year in many parts of the 
mineral regions hitherto unknown, demonstrate the fact that 
the area of the mineral deposit is much larger than was ever 
before supposed. It is safe to asRume that of the claims 
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already recorded in settled parts of the country and known to 
be valuable, not more thau one in a hundred is being worked; 
and of those worked, perhaps not more than one iu fifty pays 
any thing over expenses, owing to mi management, inefficient 
systems of redueing the ores, want of capital, cost of trans
portation, and other causes susceptible of remedy. With 
such wealth of treasure lying dormant, it can not be doubted 
that by the increased facilities for transportation and ac.cess 
to the mines, soon to be furnished hy the Pacific Railroad 
and its proposed branches, and the experience in the treatment 
of ores, and the scientific knowlerlge to be acquired in a 
national sehool of mines, the yield must eventually increase." 
And yet, in spite of the drawbacks above alluded to, upon 
the authority of the Secretary of the Treasury at Washing 
ton, the bullion product of the United States for l 867, was 
seventy-five mil1ions of dollars. 

There are hundreds of railroads yet to be built; a quartz
mill or a :flouring-mill, a saw-mill, or a paper-mill, is or will 
be wanted in every valley fi·om sea to sea, from the Gulf of 
:Mexico to the Saskatchewan; and there fa no lack of water 
power to be made available. Let us refer to two prominent 
instances in a single State: "It is said by competent engineers 
that the Falls of St. Anthony alone have an available capacity 
more than sufficient to drive all the twenty-five million 
spindles, and four thousand mills of England and Scotland 
combined. * * * And this splendid cataract forms the 
terminus of continuous navigation on the Mississippi, and the 
same waters which lavish on the broken ledges of limestone a 
strength sufficient to weave the garments of the world, may 
receive the staples of its mills almost at their very doors, 
and distribute them to every part of the great Valley of the 
Mississippi." The Falls of the St. Louis River, upon the 
navigable waters of Lake Superior, are said to possess equal 
hydraulic power, and, situated at the head of navigation of 
the great lakes, where, near the mouth of the St. Louis, must 
soon be one of the greatest of our inland cities, and the terminus 
of the orthern Pacific Railroad, its advantages are apparent. 
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And throughout the South e,erywhere, are millions of acres 
of the :finest cotton, wheat, sugar, and rice lands in the world
many of them fenced and improved-that to-day await a pur
chaser at a price that, a few years hence, will be but the simple 
interest of their current value. 

If past experience be worth any thing-if we may judge from 
the rapid settlement and appreciation in value of the lands of 
Ohio, Illinois and Indiana-surely the lands of the newer 
States and Territories, with their genial climate, great fertility, 
and vast mineral wealth-under the added stimulus of the 
great raihoads opening up to their products the markets of the 
West as well as the East, and a larger national immigration 
than ever before-can not idly linger in their advancement. 
On the contrary, all reasonable inference tells us that they 
will as far outstrip tho older States of the West in rapidity of 
development, as the emigrant of to-day upon the iron horse 
outrides the pioneers of those States moving slowly on in the 
lumbering wagons of the past. 



CHAPTER II. 

THERE are seasons in the lives of all of us, when the clouds 
seem to close thickly in about us-when, for instance, some 
circumstance brings forcibly home the possible loss of health, 
or failure in business, or lack of employment; or we are worn 
and wearied with the bustle, and din, and vice of our great 
cities, and yearn for a more quiet and a purer life. 

At such times who has not felt himself inspired with what 
we may call the instinct of emigration, akin, perhaps, to that 
of the birds of passage, and turned his thoughts fondly and 
longingly toward some ideal spot among the broad fields and 
green pastures, the murmuring streams, and long valleys of the 
West or South, believing that a more vigorous health, or a. 
laro-er independence, or a happier home, awaits him there 1 

o . d 
And the gloomier our surroundings, the more attractive o 

these Arcadian homes appear to us, as we best appreciate the 
beauties of an illuminated picture from a darkened stand-point. 

,Vhile there are many to whom these thoughts are nothing 
but abstractions or pleasant day-dreams, there are also multi
tudes whose desire to emigrate is an ever present reality-who 
are eagerly awaiting the opportunity or the means to go forth, 
or for light to guide their willing feet; others still, lacking 
only resolution, who should remember that, "no great deed is 
done by falterers who ask for certainty." Tens of thousands 
of smiling cottages, and well-fenced and cultivated farms, and 
other evidences of thrift and happiness throughout the great 
West, bear eloquent testimony to the wisdom and the rewards 
of emigration. 

And there are other thousands who ought to catch the spirit 
of migration if they have it not, and strike out for new fields 
of enterprise. Farmers of the Atlantic States, who have 
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vainly toiled for years to get "forehanded," or to pay off" the 
little mortgage;" or their grown-up sons, to whose sturdy 
labor the rocky acres of the old home-farm offer no adequate 
reward. And that large class of aimless men, who are :floating 
where they should row-lingering around our large cities, 
waitino- for something to "turn up" which will enable them 
to liveb without labor and be "genteel," always disappointed 
and unsuccessful in the great battle of life! Is it not strange 
that these men elect to struggle with poverty all their days, 
when the good God of Nature has so bountifully blessed us 
with lands of beauty and fruitfulness, to be had for the taking; 
and remunerative fields for energy and mnscle in a thousand 
avocatious, at a tirne when the growing dignity of tilling the 
soil, and labor of all kinds, is acknowledged throughout the 
world; a.nd when the inventive genius of our people has ena
bled us to produce with the same labor more bread, and meat, 
and clothing than ever uefore 1 

He who transplants himself to a new country comes up out 
of the old routine of thought and action into new life and 
vigor. IIe gives a portion of the peculiarities of his earlier 
experience and knowledge to the general fund, and receives a 
multiplied experience in return. Every thing about him is 
suggestive. It calls him out-it stimulates his exertion. If he 
has been before unsuccessful, he may here begin life anew; and 
standing erect among his fellows, retrieve the errors or mis
fortunes of earlier years. A new range of ideas is given to 
every man who emigrates, be he farmer or gardener, fruit
grower, cattle-raiser, merchant, carpenter, bricklayer, lawyer, 
or physician. 

We can anticipate that a most important question with 
many will be-With how little money can I prudently under
take this great change ?-how much will it require to establish 
my family comfortably in a new home, anJ support them until 
my farm yields returns? 

So much depends upon what the emigrant may consider as 
the standard of comfort-upon his willingness to 'llndergo the 
greater or 1e.,s orivations incident to life in a new home--upon 

l* 
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his tastes and habits-upon his energy and resolution-upon 
the helpfog hands of his wife and children, and many other 
modifying circumstances-that what one may find an ample 
capital, another might consider totally inadequate. 

A distinguished journalist, who is regarded as authority 
upon subjects connected with emigration, says:-

., The pioneers who settled Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michi
gan, Wisconsin, Iowa, :Minnesota, and Kansas, averaged a 
good deal less than seven bun dred dollars each as their outfit. 
With seven hundred dollars, a man may take up a quarter
section of homestead land, buy a team and cow, build a cabin 
and cattle-shelter, get a few implements, break up and sow or 
plant twenty acres of prairie, and have a crop growing. * * * 
At the end of five years he should, with fair luck, have forty 
acres under good cultivation, as many more fenced in for hay 
and pasture, and a fair stock of young cattle. After that, he 
may pass an Eight-Ilonr law for himself and wifo, and live in 
substantial independence and comfort." 

While the emigrant would probably succeed with less, he can 
not have too much money. Men with means, possess in the 
newer portions of our country, as elsewhere, great advantages. 
It will be understood that free homesteads under the acts of 
Congress are not to be found near great cities or villages. 
They are only to be secured in thinly settled and more remote 
districts, back from lines of railroads and steamboat landings. 
As a rule, he who · settles under the homestead law must be 
content to wait a few months, or years, to hear the whistle of 
the locomotive from his own door-step. Others may select the 
spot where they wish to settle, and purchase improved lands 
nearer to market and educational advantages, at prices ranging 
lrom three dollars upward, or find abundant opportunities to 
engage in manufacturing or mercantile pursuits. 

There are railroad companies in the West, owning large 
quantities of desirable land along their lines, which they ofter 
at from five to twenty dollars per acre, requiring only a small 
portion of the amount in cash, and giving a long time upon 
the remainder, at low interest. 
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A few suggestions to those seeking new homes may not be 
a.miss. 

And first, as HEALTH is the greatest earthly blessing, so it 
should be first considered, especially by those with families. 
The healthfulness of any proposed point of settlement should 
be fully ascertained by the emigrant, as the preliminary step in 
bis investigations. While our country embraces a wide diver
sity of climate, it is, as a whole, remarkably healthy. There are 
localities which may, more or less, require seasons of acclima
tion; but there are few, if any, that are absolutely unhealthy. 
As a general rule, the avoidance oflow, swampy lands, may be 
recommended. 

Other important considerations are :-The quality and price 
of land at the point where you would go? Is it well-watered 1 
Is it cleared land, or timber, or prairie? What are its pros
pects in respect to an increased population, au<l the consequent 
advancement in the value of property 1 W11at arc the school 
and religious advantages? Can workmen be bad, and what 
are wages? .And in view of the influence such things have 
upon children, and upon the social happiness of yourself and 
family, can vines, and fruits, and flowers, be easily raised 1 
What is the general tone of society ? What the relative n um
ber of working days in the year? Will your stock need hous
ing in winter, and for how long? &c. 

Answers to these queries will be found further on, in the 
chapters devoted to each State. 

To the foreign emigrant we kindly suggest, that while we 
need his muscle more than his money, there may be incon
venience to himself and his family, in landing upon our shores 
entirely destitute. Let him, if possible, have enough for im
mediate wants, and to carry them away from the crowded 
cities of the coast. If, in addition, he brings with him a few 
hundred dollars with which to purchase his seed, and stock, 
and tools, he may feel sure that he has within his reach the 
new home, with its comforts and freedom, which he has crossed 
the ocean to find. 

Nearly all emigrants to the United States of America, land 
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in New York City. Upon the arrival of any emigrant vessel 
at quarantine station, six miles below the city, she is boarded 
by an officer who a.scertains the number of passengers, and 
their condition in respect to health, &c. He also hears all 
complaints, which he reports to the Commissioners of Emi
gration in New York. Proceeding, the vessel casts anchor 
in the stream convenient to tbe great landing depot called 
Castle Garden. After an examination of the luggage by the 
Inspector of Customs, it is checked and, with the passengers, 
transferred to barges and steam-tugs, and landed at the Castle 
Garden pier. Here, the emigrants are examined by a medical 
officer, the sick sent to the bospital, and all blind persons, crip
ples, lunatics, or others likely to become a public charge, are 
subject to special bonds. This examination being ended, the 
names, former place of residence and intended destination of 
the emigrants, with other particulars, are registered, and they 
are then at liberty to go their several ways. 

Castle Garden is under the management of Government 
officials, none of whom are allowed to charge or receive money 
for any services they may render. It has for twelve years been 
devoted exclusively to the reception of emigrants, and is con
veniently fitted up for the purpose. Connected with the de
partment is a" labor exchange" or intelligence office, designed 
to furnish employment for emigrants of both sexes, among 
farmers and others tbrougbout the country. In August of the 
present year, Mr. E1rnE, Superintendent of the Castle Garden 
Labor Exchange, stated that the demand for laborers had for 
several months been larger than the supply. 

Further on in this work the reader may find a table, show
ing the average rate of wages for agricultural labor per month, 
throughout the United States. The book also contains relia
ble maps of the several States and Territories, and a general 
map of the United States. Also a chapter explaining the dif
ferent routes by which to reach various parts of the country, 
&c. The price of lands, climate, productions, and general 
advantages of all the States and Territories, will be found in 
the chapters devoted respectively to them. 
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And now, before we pass to the consideration of each State 
by itself, we would grasp each emigrant by the hand and bid 
him God speed !-whether he be one of our own northeastern 
farmers, who has hopelessly wrestled with long and rigorous 
winters upon a scanty and barren soil; one of the fair-haire<l 
sons of Faderland-the wailing children of old Ireland
the sinewy men who live by the sounding shores of Nor
way-or any one of the down-trodden millions of the Old 
World who would earn a nobler manhood, and whose wistful 
eyes, following the setting sun, yearn to behold a happier 
home among the green meadows of our own land. 

May this volume help to guide many such timid and un
certain feet from poverty and hopeless toil, to happinees and 
independence. 
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CALIFORNIA. 

lN the month of February, 1848, gold was found m one of 

the streams of an a1most unknown region far away to the west, 

upon the shores of the great Pacific Ocean. Under .Almighty 

direetion, this discovery gave the impetus to an emigration 

thither, which has since sprung upon a wondering world that 

most marvelous monument to the genius of the age and the 

enterprise of the .American people, now known as the State 

of California. 
As no other age could have fostered, so no people but 

this could have compassed such amazing results in the short 

space of twenty years. Then, a strange, wild, solitary land; 

now, California sits enthroned in opulence and power, Queen 

of the Pacific and Pride of the T ation. Behind the " Golden 

Gate" her metropolis sits regnant, and the oldest nations of 

the earth pay her peacefu1 tribute. Vessels from every part 

of the eivilized world furl their sails in her beautiful harbor, 

mingling their masts and spars to the semblance of a leaflesa 

forest. 
Thousands of earnest men have crept up the slopes of her 

mighty mountains, and torn from canons and gorges their dor

mant wealth ; sent home for wives and families, and built 

towns and cities, with . churches and schools, and telegraphs, 

and railroads. Along her rivers and valleys, others have 

swept away the wild tule and the vegetation of nature, and 

touched the fertile acres to the kindlier issues of wheat and 

corn, until now, throughout her length and breadth, California 

glows and thrills with the spirit of Progress and the quicken

ing instincts of her splendid future. 
The Pacific Railroad-now rapidly approaching completion 

-will make San Francisco a commercial center of the world, 

the 1iletropo1is of a Hemisphere. It will enab1e her, whi1e 
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wth one arm she swoops up the commerce of the Indies and 
the myriad-peopled nations of the Orient, to stretch the other 
across the continent and grasp the traffic of the great marts 
of the Atlantic. California's border lines extend 750 miles in 
length by 230 in breadth, embracing every description of salu
brious climate, from tropical to northern temperate ; and her 
wonderfully fertile soil is equally versatile in its broad range 
of production. The fame of her mineral resources is world
wide, and her manufacturing facilities rival those of any other 
State in the Union. 

According to a late semi-official enumeration, the present 
total population of California is about 550,000, of which about 
two-thirds are males. Of the entire population one-fifth are 
children under eighteen years of age. There are in the State 
60,000 Chinese, 7,000 Indians, and 5,000 colored, included in 
the above-named total. According to the" TRIBUNE AL)fANAc," 

the total vote for Governor of the State in September, 1867, 
was 92,352; but the actual number of voters in the State is 
about 130,000, of which 55,000 are from the free States, 
30,000 from the former slave States, 20,000 Germans, Swedes, 
Danes, Russians, &c.; 15,000 Irish, 5,000 English, Scotch and 
Welsh, 5,000 French, Spanish-Americans, Italians, &c. 

As an illustration of California's capacity for wheat-raising, 
it is officially stated that, from January 1st to October 1st of 
last year (1867), 174 ships sailed from San Francisco with 
cargoes of wheat-113 of which went to Europe, 31 to 
Atlantic ports, and 20 to China; and, as showing the profits 
of stock-raising, it is also officially stated that the sheep-firm 
of Flint, Bixby & Co., Monterey County, own 75,000 sheep. 
which feed on a range of 200,000 acres. The firm commenced 
sheep-raising fifteen years ago, with a capital of $5,000. 

From the very able and interesting Report, for 1867, of' 
Hon. JosEPH S. WILsoN, Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, we extract the following respecting California :-

LAND. 

Its area is 188,881 square miles, or 120,947,840 acres, of 
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which not less than 89 000,000, including swamp and tnle lanrls, 

capable of rechmatidn, arc uited to some kinds of protitablc 

husbandry. Of these over 40,000,0?? _are fit for the_ plow, ar_id 

the remainder present excellent fac1ht1es fo~· stock-raism~, frm~

growiug, and all the other branches of_ a~nculture. Tlus af!rl

cultnral area exceeds that of Great Bntam and Ireland, or the 

entire pcuimiula of Italy. The tate also contain ab_out 

40 000 000 of acr~s of mineral land, unfl-nrpasscd for productl\'e

ne;s. About thirty milli?n of a?r?s haw .;>een sm:veye~l, _leaving a 

re idue un urveycd of mncty m1l110ns. JS early mnc millions ha Ye 

been granted to the ~tate by the General Governmen_t, under 

various acts of Congress, for Common chooh,, Agricultural 

Collc(l'es Public Buil<lin(l' , and Internal Improvements. 

Of't-h~ forty million a~rcs of arable land, fourteen millions are 

found in the basin of the Sacramento and ~an Joaquin river8, ix

teen mil lious in the coast valleys, and the residue in the region called 

the" Colorado Desert" in Owen's River valley, and the Klamath 

basin. \Vhen irrigation i practiced on an extensive scale, as ~t 

must be within a few years, and the valler of the Colora~o IS 

brought und r its influence, much of what 1s now charactenzed 

as "de ert" will become productive and valuable. The land not 

fit for the plow, but valuable for grazing, and in _a measure for 

horticultural purpo es, c pecially the grape culture, 1s to be found 

on the foot-hill and slope of the ierra Nevada and Coast Range 

mountains. 
CLlllIATE, PROD CTS, ETC. 

fhe soil and climate of California, are eminently adapted to the 

growth of wheat, barley, oats, potatoe , hops, tobacco, hay, anrl 

sorghum ; in certain localiti~ , to corn, cotton, the Routhern ~ugar

cane; to almost every variety of garden vegetables cultl\'atecl 

east c,f the Rocky Mountains; to the apple, pear, plum, cherry, 

apricot, nectarine, quince, fi~ and g~ape; and along the outhcrn 

coat, to the orange, lemon, citron, olive, pomegranate, a~oe, filbert, 

walnut hnrd and oft- hell almond, currantR, prunes, pme-apples, 

and th~ plantain, banana, coeo:i-nut and in<ligo. Strawberrie ·, 

raspberries, blackberries, gooseberries, figs, rrrnpcs, :i;ncl the 

hardier fruits, as the apple, peach and pear, succeecl well m every 

portion of the tate. There are very few parts of the worl<l 

where fruit-trees grow so rapidly, bear ~o early, so regularly, 

so abundantly, and produce fruit of such size1 and w?ere so gn'at 

a variety can be produced, and of such upenor quality, ~s on the 

southern coast of California. The pear is more especially the 

fruit-tree of California. It thrives in all parts of the State; 

neither tree nor fruit is subject to any form of disease, the fruit 

being everywhere of delicious flavor and large size. Some trees 

produce annually forty bu hels of pears. 
The varied climate on the Pacific, its freedom from frosts, 
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severe cold, and furious storms, giYe it special adYantages as a 

fruit-growing region; and altbourrh the trees grow more rapidl)' 

and bear much earlier than on the Atlantic, they are not Rnbject 

to early decay. The fruit-trees of the }Iission , many of them 

thirty and forty years olcl, are still in excellent ondition, and 

full bearing, not haying foiled at :rn7 sea on during the past twenty 

years to produce good crop . Experience has established thn 

fact, that the climate and soil of California are equal to any in 

the world in their adaptation to grape culture and the manufacture 

of wine. The yiel<l. of the grape has been larger, it freedom 

from di ease greater, than in the most celebrated European vine

yards. Three hundred varieties have been already suct'S!'fully

cultivatcd, including the choice foreign wine-producing grapes; 

and so diversifietl are the soil anJ climate that all wines can be 

produced here, and even superior in quality to the imported. 

The vine in California is not ubject to the oidium or grape 

disease, frequently so destructive in other countrie , nor is it 

liable to mildew. The vineyards of the State seldom, or never, 

yield les than one thousand pounds of grapes per acre, and even 

twenty thousand pounds have been produced. The crops arc 

re~ular every year, and as there are neither severe frosts, nor hail, 

ra.Ln, or thunder storms, from the budding of the vines until the 

grape is gathered, they are not liable to the accidents and draw

backs attending them in other places. In Europe, the vine i~ 

trained with a stock four feet high, and supported by a pole pnt 

up every year to which the vine is fastened. In California it 

stands alone, the labor thu far being nothing compared with 

that be towed upon the be t European vineyards. The number 

of vines already set, all of which will be in full bearing in three 

years, i. estimated at nearly thirty millions. 
In 1863, _the total number planted in vine7ards in the tat<:>, 

was nearly three and a half millions, showmg an increase of 

twenty-five millions in four years. Hock, champagne, port, and 

claret, constitute the varieties of wine already exported. No 

doubt is entertained that when the California wine-makers ha\'O 

had the necessary experience, and their wines have attained 

sufficient age, they will take rank with the very best, and that i tti 

manufacture on the Pacific coast i de tined to become of vait 

importance, while erie of vineyards, stretching from 8an Diego 

to Mount hasta, will within another quarter of a century acl:l 

not only beauty, but substantial wealth to the Sta,te. Among 

the fruit cultivatPd on the southern coast durino- the pre. cnt 

year, have been the orange, lemon, fig, lime, the E~glish walnut, 

almond, olive, apricot, and nectarine, numbering in the aggregate 

betwe~n 400,000 and 500,000 trees, in a greater or less state of 

matunty. The cultivation of these antl other fruits, is rapidly 

extenrling in California, with m:irked succc . . '~ * * 
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As both the mulberry and the silk-worm are so thrifty, there is 

no reason to clonbt that silk culture will succeed, and that it will 

become an important interest in the State. Eight hundred thou

sand cocoon. were brought into market in 1865, and ix time that 

number in 1 66. Two large silk factories have been established 

in the State, and silk of very excellent quality is being manu-

factured. 
The cultivation of the Chinese tea-plant has received attention, 

hut we have no reliable information as to how far successfully, 

during the la t few years. 
The wheat product is large and constantly increa ing. In 

favorable sea ons fifty and sixty bushels to the acre i no unusual 

yield. The wheat of crrtain localities is e pecially rich in gluten, 

commanding for its superior quality the highest price in ew 

York. It is also remarkable for its flintine s or dryness, being 

especially adapted for shipment to tropical countries where the 

moister tlour is soon subject to fermentation. 
The climate of California is favorable to stock-raising, and in 

many parts this is the leading branch of husbandry. llorses, 

mules, oxen, beef cattle, cows and sheep, are extensively raised. 

Sheep husbandry is rapidly becoming an important industry. 

The mild winter permit the sheep to graze throughout the year, 

it being claimed that sheep bred in California are at two years 

of age usually a large and heavy a those three year old on the 

Atlantic •oast. Improved breeds have been extensively imported. 

The slopes of the Coast Range and the i rra Nevada, form sheep 

walks hundreds of miles in extent, with abundance of excellent 

pasture throughout the year. \Voolen manufactures already take 

high rank, and much of the wool raised is manufactured within 

the State into cloths and blanket . 
TnmER.-California bas au abundance of timber of the finest 

varieties. The northern part of the coa t is well covered with 

spruce, pine, an<t rc<t-woo<l, and the valleys have beautiful groves 

of oak. The western flank of the ierra i a long, wide ·lope, 

timbered and gras y, with intervals of arable soil, copiously 

watered by numerous streams. Its length is 500 miles, with a 

width of 70, from the summit to the termination of the foot-hills 

in the ed{;e of the valleys of the Sacramento and 'an Joaquin. 

This wide slope of gentle ascent is covered with timber; fir~t, 

with the oak, the manzanita, and nut-pine, to half the elevation 

of the mountain, which is railed the oak region, that lJeing the 

predominating tree; then there are the pines, cypre es, and 

cedars, the pines being the most numerom;, and hence the upper 

benches of the mountain constitute the pine region. 
In the valleys of the Sacramento and the an Joaquin, and on 

the Coast Mountains south of 35° of latitune, the supply of timber 

is deficient. The red-wood is found only in Califomia an<t sonth-
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crn Oregon, growing within 30 miles of the ocean, from latitude 

37° north to the mo~th of ~he Umpqua River in the State of 

Oregon. The wood is strm<Tht-<Trained free-splittin<T durable 

fi d 1. I b . . o "' ' "'' ' 
so t an ig 1t, erng of nch, dark-red color. It is one of the 

most valuable of all varieties of timber. The trees <Trow in dense 

forests, often reaching in height 275 feet, with a dia~netcr of from 

18 to 19 feet. Many of these furnish 20 saw lo<TS to the tree 

ea_c~ 10 feet long, and an acre of them will frcq~1critly make ~ 
I01lhon feet of sawed lumber. The growth covers an area in the 

State of about ten thousan<t quare miles. * * * * 
. The sugar-pine, in the value o_f its timber and prolific growth, 

1s nex~ to the red-wood, sometimes even equaling it in length 

and diameter. * * * * Of firs, ~he D?uglas spruce, or red fir, is 

the most noted, often 300 feet h1gh, with a trunk 10 feet in diam

eter. * * * * The white oak is a characteristic tree of California 

havinO' much r~semblance to the oak of England. * * * * Othe; 

trees, both deciduous and evergreen, abound in the forests, as the 

evergreen oak, the evergreen chestnut oak, the buckeye ancl 

sycamore. 
The most remarkable tree in California and the lar<Test in the 

world, is th~ Sequoia Gigai~tea, or mam~oth tree, griwing with 

a cl_ear, straight stem, somet11?-es to the height of 400 feet, with 

a diameter from 30 to 40 feet m the larger specimens. It iR found 

only on the western slope of the 8iena Nevada in southern Cali

fornia, growing in scattered groves at vario~ points throu<Th 

hundreds ?f IJ?,il~s. Fifteen or twenty groves are now kno;n, 

one of which 1s m. Calaveras County, three in Mariposa, one in 

Tuolumne, and one m Tulare. * * * * 
'Fhe State of California, unequaled in the grandeur and extent, 

of1ts ~arvelous beauty_ a~d unlimited _resourc~s, has l_>ern rapidly 

occupied by an appreciating~ energetic, and rndustnous people. 

?-'he census of 1~60 shows an mcrea e of 150 per cent. in ten years 

m th~ acreage mclosed in farms, while the value of farms and 

farm 1mp_lements advanced at lea t fifteenfold. The live stock 

enlarged m number at rates ranging from fourfold to two hun

dredfold, and in value twelvefold. Cereal , beans, peas, and 

potatoes, e~p~nded from thousands to millions of bushels. The 

same mult1phed results are seen in the values of orchat·d and 

garden products. 
The progress of Californian agriculture durin<T this period so 

e_xtraordina_ry even in t~is age, _has been measifi•ably quicke~ed 

smce that time .. ~s an 1llustrat10n, the yield of wheat in 1860 

"':3s over five millions of bushels. Reliable estimates place the 

yield of the late harvest at twelve millions· of this a<TgreO'ate 
1?uhi· m~li?ns will be sufficient for home co~surnption ° lea~in<T 

e1ff t millions for export. ' 
0 

fhe manufacturing industry of the State has increased at rates 
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no less remarkable. The number of establishments iu 1860 was 

8,468, with a capital of $22,051,096, using raw material valued 

at 27,051,674, the cost of labor being ~28,402,287, and the prod

uct of the year's operations was valued at $68,253,228, leaving a 

profit of ·12,799,267, or 58 per cent. on the capital invested. 
No authoritative returns have been received showing the progress 

of manufactures since that time. Sufficient, howeyer, has been 

gathere<l. from various sources of public and private informat~on, 

to show that the advance in this branch of industry has been no 

less remarkable than the agricultural development. 

:MINERAL RESOURCES. 

The great and distinguishing feature of California is, however, 
its unexampled mineral wealth. The first discoveries of gold were 

made in 1848, when $10,000,000 were taken from the mines, in

creasing to '40,000,000 in 1849, and upward of $65,000,000 in 

1853. 
No returns are made of the quantity taken from the mines, and 

the mint records are the only official data existing upon the prod

uct for any portion of the Pacific coast. Various estimates 

have bnen made by mining engineer , bankers, and other intelli

~ent and practical bu iness men in San :Francisco, and elsewhere 

m California, as to the total product of that State since 1848. 

These estimates vary from eight hundred millions to one billion. 

From the commencement of 1849 to the close of 1866, upward 

of seven hundred and eighty-five millions have been manifested 

at San Francisco for exportation, all of which, with the exception 

of sixty-five millions, appear to have been the product of Cali

fornia. Ilow large a portion of gold found its way out of the 

State without being manifested for exportation, is, of course, a 

matter of conjecture, different authorities estimating it from one 

hundred to three hundred millions. But either estimate is suffi

cient to furni h an idea of the immensity of the mineral wealth 

of the State. 
. Silver mine in the State are comparatively inconsiderable, yet 

quantities of that metal are annually obtained by separating it 

from gold, with which it is, in small portion , generally united 

when taken from the mines. The quicksilver mines of California 

are among the most valuable, and have, since their discoYery, 

materially contributed to the prosperity of the mining interests, 

not only of California and the adjoining States, but also of 

Mexico and South America. All the useful metals, such as iron, 

lead, copper, tiu, and zinc, exist in this re~ion. Coal has been 

discovered in different localities, and marble, gypsum, and valu

able bi1ilding stone, are abundant. Some of the rarer and more 
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yaluable miner3:ls, as the agate, topaz, carnelian, and, in unfrequent 
mstances, t~e diamond, have been found. 

The foreign com;ffierce o~ California has been immensely en

larged by the opcmn~ of direct trade with Asia. This Oriental 
commerce has ~een_ stirn~lated by the establishment of a line of 

ste~m communication wit!! C~ina and Japan, the forerunner of 
an unmense system of navigation centering at San Francisco. 

From that excellent work by Tffus FEY CRONISE entitled 

"The Natural Wealth of California," lately published by Messrs. 

II. II. Bancroft & Co., of San Francisco, we extract the fol

lowing. Those of our readers who would know more of Cali

fornia and her resources, than we here present, are referred 

to that work for full and reliable information. 

California's . seven hundred miles of length, by about two 
hundred of width, embraces the same nine dec,recs of latitude 

~hich, on the Atlantic side of the Continent, in~lude the exten

sive and populous cou~try stre~ching from_ Charleston, S. C., to 

Plymouth, Mass., a region occupied by portions of ten or twelve 

States. * * * * * * * 
Although this St:ite reach~s to the latitude of Plymouth Bay 

on the nor~h, the climate for _its whole length is as mild as that 
of the regi_ons near the tropics; half the months are rainless , 

snow and rne are almost strangers, except in the high altitudes i 
there are fully two hundred cloudless days every year· roses 

bloom in the open a~r of the valleys through all season's• the 

gr:ipe grows at an altitude of 3,000 feet, with .lUediterranead lux

ur1~nce;. the orange, the fig, and the olive flourish as in their 

!1ative climes; yet, there is enough variety of climate and soil to 

rnclnde all the products of the northern temperate zone with 

th~se of_ a semi-tropical character. 'fhe great valleys of the in

tenor ~1eld an average of 20 to 35 bushels of wheat per acre• 

crops ot 60 bushels are_no~ uncommon, while as high as 80 bushel~ 

have been known on vu-gm soil, under the most favorable circum

stan?es. The fa1:mer loses less time here than in any other 

portio_n of _th~ U mtcd States, or in any country of Europe. * * 
. Cahforma 1_s an extremely rugged country, a large portion of 
1t_s surface bemg covered with mountains. * * The 

Sierra Nevada, or s!1owy mountain , which bound the Sacramento 

Valley on the cast, mclude a se1·ies of ranges which collectively 

are s_evcnty miles wide: '~he general name for the g~·oup is deriv: 

~d fro~ the sn~w, winch 1s rarely ab~ent from the higher peaks 
Ill the 1a~ge. The _Coas,t Range, wluch bounds it on the west 
aleo co!1s1st of a scnes of chains acrO'reo-ating fol'ty miles in width' 

bordenng the State from its no'rth~·n °to its southern bound;ry: 
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There is a most remarkable difference in the structure and con
formation of the two series. The Sierra Nevada ranges may be 
traced in consecutive order for an immense distance, while in the 
Coast Range all is in confusion and disorder. * * Those 
portions of this ran~e which skirt the coast in Marin, Sonoma, 
and Mendocino counties, between latitude 38° and 40° are tolerably 
well timbered; but south of Bodega Bay and north of l\Iendocino 
County, except about l\Ionterey Bay and Santa Cruz, the coast line 
presents a bleak and sterile appearance. All the valleys in the 
range which are open to the coast are narrow, ancl trend nearly 
east and west. The Salinas, the most extensive of these coast 
valleyR, is nearly ninety miles in length, by eight to fourteen 
miles in width, a large portion of which is adapted to agricultur
al purposes-being exceedingly fertile, producing abundance of 
wild oats and clover, where not under eultirntion. The Russian 
River valley, which also opens to the sea, is also very fertile. 
Further inland, sheltered from the cool sea breezes by the outer 
range of mountains, are many tolerably broad and very beautiful 
valleys, which produce the finest grain, fruit and vegetables raised 
in this part of the coast. * * The outer coast valleys 
are generally separated by steep, barren ridges, while those in
land, are divided by gently sloping hills, somewhat similar to the 
rolling prairie lands of Illinois, and are susceptible of cultivation 
over their entire surface. All the coa t valleys are tolerably 
well watered. * *· * * * * 

Owing to the peculiarly isolated position of Monte Diablo
standing aloof as it does, from the throng of peaks that rise from 
the Coast :1hnge,. like a patrician separated from plebeians, the 
heauty of its outline commands the attention of the traveler by 
land or_ sea-ma_kes it a landmark not possible to mistake, and 
causes its summit to be a center from whence may be viewed a 
wider range of country than can be seen from almost any other 
point in the State. On the north, east, and southea t, may be seen 
a large portion of the great valleys of the Sacramento and San 
Joaquin, with many thriving towns and villaO'eS, environed with 
gardens and farm , while sweeps and slopes ot· verdure mark the 
distant plains with hues inimitable by art. In the extreme dis
tance, as a border to this grand panorama, risincr ran(l'e upon 
range, is seen the Sierra Nevada mountains, stretchincr alono- the 
h . d f '"' '"' onzon upwar o three hllndred miles. In an opposite direction 
the beautiful valleys of the Coast Range come into view, with all 
the charming features of prosperous and skilled rural iudu try, 
and the broad bay of San Francisco, where are ridincr at anchor 
a fleet of ships, from the masts of which the ensicrns gf nearly all 

. b o 
nat10ns may e seen fluttering; while beyond, extending from 
the w~ter-li~e to the very summit of the highest liills, is San 
Francisco City, the home of nearly one-fourth the population of 
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the State. To the right is seen the forts and earth-works that 
guard the Golden Gate, while beyond, as far as the eye can 
reach, is the Pacific Ocean, bearing on its bosom nuniberless 
vessels, passing to 01· fro on the peacefol mission of com-

merce. * * * * * * * 
CouNTIES.-The semi-tropical heat, scant vegetation, and 

broad arid plains of San Diego and San Bernardino counties, on the 
south, are as much in contrast with the cold, pine-covered mountain 
regions of Del Norte County on the north, as the State of Maine is 
in contrast with Florida. The counties embracincr the crests of 
~he S~erra N evacla, which have a ~lim~te of almost polar severity, 
mhab1ted solely on account of thcu· mmeral wealth, can not, with 
propriety, be classed with those among the foot-hills, which are 
as important for their agriculture as for their mineral resources; 
nor can the, e be classed with those in the Coast Range, or with 
those in the great central valley. 

This extraordinary diversity of climate and soil, the dividincr 
lines of which are so difficult to define, enables California to pr; 
duce in perfection the grains, fruits ancl vegetables peculiar to all 
countries-the olive, orange, pomegranate, cotton, and tobacco 
tlourishing in close proximity to the potato, wheat, flax, and 
rye-and insures the growth of the finest wools in districts where 
the vegetation is of a tropical character. 

SouTirnm, CoUNTrns.-San Diecro, San Bernardino, Los 
Angel~s, Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, and Kern countie11, 
compnse what is generally considered Southern California. Al
tli?ugh only six _in number, these counties embrace nearly one
tlurd of the terntory of the State. They contain about 50 000 
square miles, or more than 30,000,000 acres of land, three-fou'rthfl 
of ,~hich_is adapted to agricultural or grazing purposes-much 
of 1t bemg the very garden of the State producincr the 
greatest variety of fruits, grain, and vegetables.' 

0 

CoAST CouNTrns.-1\Ionterey, Santa Cruz, Santa Clara San 
:Mateo, San Francisco, Alameda, Contra Costa, l\Iarin So~oma 
Napa, Lake, and Mendocino counties, located aloncr the Coast 
Ran~e, are classed ?nder this head. They embrace"only a small 
portion of the terntory of the State, but contain the <Treater 
portion of its wealth and population, and are the chief centers of 
its trade, commerce, and manufactures. 

N ORT~EI:N CouID'ms.-Humboldt, Trinity, Klamath, Del 
N 01:te, ~1sk1you, Shasta, and Lassen counties, comprise Northern 
Cahforma. They embrace a territory extending from the fortieth 
to the forty-second parallel of north latitude and from the one 
hundred and twentieth to tho one hundred and t,wenty-fifth 
degree of longitude west. 

l\foUNTAIN Co~Tms.-Plumas, Sierra, Nevada, Placer, El Do
rado, Amador, Alpme, Calaveras, Tuolumne, Mariposa, Mono, and 
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Inyo, embracin()' the main chain of the Sierra Nevada mountains, 

are considered the mountain counties. They are comparatively 

Rmall in size, and although containing nearly all the important 

gold and sih·er mines in the State, the whole territory of the ten 

principal mining counties is not as large as that of the pastoral 
county of San Bernardino. 

VALLEY Com,"Trns.-Tehama, Butte, Colusa, Sutter, Yuba, Yo

lo, Solano, Sacramento, San .Joaquin, Stanislaus, Merced, Fresno, 

and 'fulare counties, located in the great central valleys, between 

the Sierra Nevada and the coast ranges, are classed as valley 
counties. 

CLUIATE. 

The climate of California is too much varied to be considered 

as a whole. It might be regard,ed almost as a heterogeneous mix

ture of the tropical and the arctic. From the Capital city (Sacra
mento), under the noonday sun of the summer solstice, with a 

temperature of from 90° to 100°, exceeding the extreme summer 

heat of the Atlantic States, you will see the snows glistcnin()' on 

the Sierras at no great distance. And by taking the cars o; the 

trans-continental railroad, a few hours of travel will transport you 

to an arctic landscape. On the other band, embarking on the 

steamer for San Francisco, at two o'clock in the after:iioon, and 

traveling in the opposite direction, before night you are shivering 

in the cold sea-breeze which sweeps up the bay. 
It is not neces ary to journey so far in order to experience the 

same transition. You have only to cross any of the mountain 

walls which separate the ocean and bay from the interior, and 

which dam out the cold ocean atmosphere. 
There are essentially two climates in California, the land cli

mate and the sea climate. The latter derives its low temperature 

from the ocean, the water of which, along the coast, stands at 

from 52° to 54° all the year round. The evenne s of the ocean 

temperature is owing to a steady current from the north, which 

is accompanied also by winds in the same direction during the en

tire summer season, or rather from April to October, inclusive. 

Almost daily, during this period, a deluge of cold, damp air, of 

the same temperature as the ocean over which it has passed, is 

poured upon the land. It is mostly laden with mist, in dense 

clouds, which it deposits at the foot-hills and on the slopes of 

the highlands, or carries a short distance into the interior, where
ever there is a break in the lancl wall. 

The land climate is as nearly as possible the opposite in every 

re pect. In summer and autumn it is hot and dry. It undero-oes 

various modifications from the configuration of the surface ol' the 

earth. Even the mountain ·, which retain the snow to a late 
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period, present a high temperature in the middle of the day; and 
the pre. ence of snow on their summits in .June is owing to the 

great mass which has aeoumulated on them, rather than to cold 

weat11cr. 
A large district of territory lies between the jurisdiction of the 

two climates, and subject to their joint influence. It is composed 

chiefly of valleys surrounding the bay of San Francisco, and pene

trating into the interior in every direction. There is no climate 

in the world more delightful than the e valleys enjoy, and no ter
ritory more prodnctivc. 1-Vhilst the ocean pre,·ents the contigu

ous land from being scorehecl in summer, it al o prevents it from 

being frozen in winter. Hence, ice and snow are not common in 

the ocean climate. The difforence in temperature is comparative-

ly slight between snmmer and winter. * * * 
The absence of warm weather in the summer months is char

acteristic of the coast climate, and strikes a str!l.nger forcibly. 

The most onlinary programme of this climate for the year is as fol

lows, b~$inning with the rainy season :-The first decided rains 

arc in .Novemb~r or December, when the country, after having 
been parched with drought, puts on the garb of spring. In Jan

uary the rains abate and vegetation advances slowly, with occa

sional slight frosts. February is sprinO'-like, with but little rain. 

March and April arc pleasant and show~ry, with an occasional hot 

day. In l\Iay the sea-breeze begins, but does not girn much annoy

ance. In .June, just as warm weather is about to set in, the sea
breeze comes daily, and keeps clown the temperature. It continues 

through .July and Angu. t, occasionally holding up for a clay or 

two, and permitting the sun to heat the air to the sweating point. 

In September the sea-wind moderates, and there is a sliO"ht taste 

of Stlmmer, which is prolonged into the next month. The"' pleasant 

weather often lingers in the lap of winter, and is interrupted only 

by the rains of N OYember or December. * * * 
Thougl: the nig-_h~s in the _interior arc not so uniformly cool, yet 

t_hcre are_ !ew localtt1e::;, even m the valleys, where they arc too warm 

for ~leep1,n~, ~Yen thou()'h the day temperatu~·e may have reacl!ed 
100 . 1 his 1s a rcmakable feature of the climate of the Pacrfic 
States, ancl it has an important beari110" on the health vi()'or and 

• .::, ' 0 ' 

eharacter of the populat10n. * * * 
~n _speaking of the "rainy season," strangers will not infer that 

ram 1s perpetual, or nearly so, clurinO" that time. The term is em

ploy_e~ ?nly in contrast with the dty season, and it implies the 
poss1b11Ity rather than the actual occurrence of rain. In more 

than ~alf the winters th~re is not a drop beyond the necessities 
of agr1cu_lt1~re, ancl even m the seasons of most rain much pleasant 

~eathcr 1s mterspersed. If the winter be not extraordinary, it 

1s g~nerally ref\"ar~ed_ a~ the _most pleasant season of the year. In 
the mtervals of ram 1t 1s bnght, sunny, and calm. It is spring 

3 
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rather than winter. The grass starts as soon as the soil is wet. 
At Christmas, nature wears her green unifor~ a~most th~·oughout 
the entire State, and in February and l\Iareh it is ~et with floral 
jewels. The blos oms increase i~1 variety and profusion un~il 
April when they are so abundant 111 many places as to show dis
tinctly the yellow carpeting on hills five miles clibtant. * * 

In the Atlantic tates, the storms of approaching winter put a 
stop to the labors of the farm, ancl force both man and beast into 
winter quarters. In California it is just the reverse. The lms
bandman watches the skies with impatient hope, and as soon as 
the rains of November or December ha softened the soil, every 
piow is put in requisition. Nothing short of exce~s or deficiency 
of rain intetferes with winter farming. The planting eason con
tinues late, extendinrr from November to April, giving an avcr
a<Ye of nearly six m;nths for plowing ancl sowing, during which 
the weather is not likely to interfere with out-door work more 
than in the six sprin<Y and summer months of the Eastern tate . 

Owinrr to the ab ence of r:tin, harve ting is conducted on a plan 
which ,;ould confuse the ideas of an Atlantic farmer. There arc 
no showers or thunder gusts to throw down the grain, or wet the 
hay, or impede the reaper. The hay dries in the swath without 
turning. The grain remains standing in the field awaiting the 
reaping-machine, it may be, for a month after it is ready to cnt. 
And o it remains when cut, awaiting- the thrasher. When 
thra. hed and sacked, the acki, are sometimes piled up in the field 
a lonrr time before rcmoYal. In eptember or October, the great 
grain':'growing ,alleys may often be seen dotted over ,v:ith cords 
of grain in sacks, as secure from clanger by weather as if closely 
housed. 

OwinO' to the absence of severe frosts, the gardens around San 
Franci ;o supply fresh vegetab]eg all through the winter. cw 
potatoes often make thrir appearance in 1\1arch. In fay the pota
toes are foll-grown, and the largest weig-h a pound or more. * * 

l\Iany of the intei-ior valleys are subject to malarious feven:, 
but not generally of a severe type. The various forms of disease 
which prevail elsewhere are found here, but they pregent no pecu
liaritie worthy of comment. Insanity, ancl diseases of the heart 
and blood-vessels, are frequent, but this is due rather to moral and 
physical causes than to climatic influence. 

The relation of the climate to pulmonary affections presents its 
most important aspect. :Many persons threatened with lung dis
ease, or but slighty affected by it, have regained their health com
pletely by immigration. But the benefit is to be :iscribed to the 
sea-voyage, and to circumstances incident to change of residence, 
more than to the curative effect of the climate of the Pacific coast. 
To individuals in other countries suffering with tubercular disease 
in its established stages, this country offers no valid prospect of 

• 
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benefit. Consnmpt10n is drveloped in C,aliforni~ as it_ is in most 
other portions of the tempcr~te zone. _Th~ chilly wrncls of the 
ocean climate in summer, while they w~l, m m~ny cas~s, br~ce 
the system arrainst debility, and enable it to resist the mva ion 
of disease, dtpre s the vital forces in other ca es beneath the 

ower of resistance. On the other hand, the ~xtreme he:it of the 
tnterior leads to the same injurious re ults by its exhaustrng oper
ation. But there is a wide range of climate betwe~n the two 
extremes, more favorable than any other on th_e Pacific slope to 
pulmonary_patients, and muc~ more fav?rable_, it may b~ a~d~d, 
than the climate of the Atlantic States, either m summer 01 wm
ter. The same may be said of the southern section o~ t):ie State 

· in general. The winter of California eyery~here ex_lnb1ts_ great 
uniformity in its relation to pulmonary mvahds, and is decidedly 
superior to the corresponding season on the Atlantic slope. 

LAND, LAilOR, .AND TR.A VEL. 

In general terms, land is very rich and ,ery cheap. Improved 
farms can always be bought of per~ons ready fo:· a chan_ge, at 
moderate prices. It may, 3:lso, be ~aid that the toil~ and discom
forts of the fir t year of errugrant hfe are less by sixty per cent. 
than in the Western Atlantic States. * * * * * 

Ili:NTS TO TIIE hrnIGRAXT. -The immigrant will meet with 
some difficulty in seeking a l?cation for a settlement in Cali~ornia, 
of which he should be ach1sed. We h:we only two navigable 
rivers and but two railroads completed as yet. SeYeral new 
railro~cls are projected, however, _ancl will probably soon b~ con
structed throu<Yh a number of fertile valleys. The cost of railway 
travelinrr is tei cents a mile, and steamboat fare is generally five 
cents pe~ mile. On all the stage _lines twen~)'." cents per 1;0ile is 
the usual fare, except when an occas10nal opposition reduces it for a 
short time. Distances arc great between settlements, and the c?st 
of living is tolerably high. To get suitable l~nd at a low p1:ice 
requires considerable travel by stage. On this account the un
m.io-rant to save his purse, shoulcl take coun el of some trusted 
fri;nd, ;nd confine hi examination to a few localities. 

Farmers in the Atlantic States naturally prefer the neighbor
hood of a river, or at least of a running brook. We have but two 
streams worthy the name of rivers, prope'.·ly so called-the Sacr~
mento and its confluent, the San J oaqnm. The lands on theu 
border are almoRt entirely swamp, or subject to overflow. They 
breed fevers and mo quitoes, ancl have few tributaries that are 
not dry, or nearly so, in summer, and also are subject to wide 
overflow in winter. As a general rule, the immigrant will find 
it safer to seek other localities than those near the water-conrses. 
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Almost everywhere in the valleys w_ater is obtained a,t _mode:ate 
depths and wind-mills can be readily employed. 'Ilns suflic~s 
for th~ family, the cattle, and the gardens of _the ~arme1·. His 
grain crop. do not need summer water, nor do lus fnut-trees when 

once well rooted. 
FARM LABOR.-ln no other part of the world do [arm l~bor~rs 

receive such liberal wageR, or fare so. well,. as_ m Cal1forma. 
Wherever practicable, labor-saving machmery is. u~troduced, m_a
terially lightening, in many cases,_ tl}e burd~n o~ his manual to1~. 
In driying the gan~ plow, now com mg rap1dl~ ~nto use, be ler
forms what was before one of the hardest services of the fa1m, 
with very little physical exertion, being comfor~ably seat~d an_d 
ridinO' alonO" with no other labor than that required to gmde Ins 
team"' and g~uge the easily managed mac)1ine. Th~. wa~es of a 
<TOOd farm hand are from twenty-five to tlurty dol_la1 s pe1 month, 
the year round, or fro1~ fi'.ty to sixty dollars ~unng the harvest 
season board and lodO"JIICT mcluded-the former always good, and 
the latter considerin<T"' th~ mildness of the climate, generally com
fortable. ' In the pri;cipal agricultn_ral districts he _is rarely ever 
pinched with cold, thou~h . there _is ~uch suffering from . the 
excessive beat that prevails m the mter_10r and_ southern portions 
of the State during summer. In_ the r~g10ns adJacent to the ?oast, 
however, there is li_ttle to comp lam of from t~e extremes of climate 
either way, while the whole country may JUStly be pronounced 
extremely healthy. . . . 

RAILROADS.-During the session of the Legislature, e~rhng 
March 30th, 1868, a large number of franchises for laying down 
railway tracks in different parts of the tate, were g1:anted to _t~e 
various companies applying for ~he same, the most_ of whom, ~t 1s 
supposed, will at once proceed with the ,~•ork of tl~e1r constrnct10n. 
There are now about three hundred miles of r:11lroad completed 
and in operation in the State, a very small ex~~n~, consideri~g the 
urgent necessities as well a unexampled facilities that exist for 
makinO' the e improvement!<. 

STEflc mP LL Es.-From the port of San Francisco, there 
issue three ocean steamship routes to foreign countries, there being 
more than double that number of important coastwise routes. 
The Pacific :;\fail Steamship Company dispatch steai:ners regular!)'.", 
four time. a month to Pauama, and monthly to Ch111a. The Cali
fornia OreO'on and :Mexican Steamship Company, di,ipatch aves
sel m~nthly to' the followinO' ports on the coa t of .Mexico, viz. : 
Cape St. Lucas, .i\Iazatlan, G~aymas, and La Paz; also, tri-monthly 
to Portland, Oregon ; bi-monthly to Trinidad, Crescent City, 3:nd 
Umpqna River; monthly to Victoria, Alaska, and Sand:v1ch 
Islands; tri-monthly to Santa Barbara, San Pedro, and San Diego, 
and weekly to Santa Crnz, l\fonterey, and San Luis Obispo. The 
North American Steamship Company sends a steamer bi-monthly 
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to San J nan del Snr, Nicaragua, touching at l\Ianzanillo, the steam
ers of this company sometimes sailing alternately to San Juan 
and Panama. 

lMllIGRA.TIOX.-Every indu trial interest is at this time ex
ceedingly prosperous. Farming ~n all its b_ranche~, of grain, 
fruit, grape, wool, and cattle-growmg, has pat!l mumficently for 
several yea1·s past, having, to all appearance, an equally prosper
ous fotnre before it. Lands of good quality, unless sought after 
in the immediate vicinity of San Francisco, are cheap and procur
able on easy conditions; the opportunities for making money in 
the mines are Rtill excellent, while labor of nearly every kind is 
in demand at liberal prices, which the prospective requirements 
for railroad con truction promise to sustain for a long time to 
come. The various overland routes are also in better condition 
for travel than ever before, the more central being settled up for 
ri. long stretch at each end, with numerous towns and stations at 
intervals alo1w it, enabling the emigrant to obtain supplies with
out carrying them, a formerly, all the way through. There will, 
moreover, be but little to fear from Indian molestations on this 
route hereafter. To snch, then, abroad, as may entertain the idea 
of an early change of locality, or who may ever have contem
plated a removal to California, it may be said that the present is 
every way an opportune moment for emigration to this State. 

The following we take from the June (1868) Report of the 
Agricultural Bureau; lion. IloRACE CAPRON, Commissioner : 

The average value of wild or unimproved land in Yuba County 
is $4 per acre; this land is productive, and will produce, according 
to our reporter, if fallowed, 60 bushels of wheat to the acre, and 
40 to 45 bushels if not fallowed, and other cereals in proportion. 
In Monterey the price ranges from 50 cents to 2.50 per acre. 
In Del Norte, $1.25 per acre; chiefly mountainous, and all heavily 
timbered, mostly with red-wood. In Amador our reporter says 
the wild lands are worthless. In Tuolumne these lands belonO' 
to the United States, and may be taken up by settlers; the va°l
leys have a rich deep alluvial soil, capable of raising almost any 
crop with irrigation. The hills are volcanic, calcareous, granitic, 
and slaty, and fur1;1is~ the best of sites for vineyards, and yield 
goocl crops of grnm 1f sown early in the season. Our San Fran
cisco correspondent, speaking for the State, says:-

,v e have so sparse a population, however, that there are vast 
quantities of good arable land which can be purchased of Govern
ment at from $1.25 to 2.50 per acre, while some of the larO'e o-rant 
owners are willing to sell good lands, but not very eligibly situat
ed ~o r ma1:ket, at the same prices. 'l'he Central and ,v estern 
Pacific Railroad Companies also sell land within a few miles of 
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the lines of their roads at from $2.50 to $10 pet· acre. Almost all 
of the valley lands of the State may be terme_d wheat lands, the 
great majority, with proper plowing, producmg from 15 to 40 
bushels per acre. Almost any product ~f the !wrtl_i tempe!·ate 
zone can be raised on the ordinary lands m C~l~forma. Besides 
the parties namecl th_e State has larie quanttt1es of swamp or 
overflowed lands (whtch can be reclmme~ at moderate expense), 
and chool l::i.nd in di:fterent sections whtch can be purcha-cd at 

from 1 to '2.50 per acre. • . . . 
The oil of the valley ~and , is umvcrsally p~·orlucttve, wlule 

the mountain ra1io-es form -h an abundance of tunber. A large 
lumberino- bu ine~ is done in Tuolumne, a ready market being 
found in "'the valley of that county, Stanislau , and J o~quin, 1!-t 
from '25 to ·50 per thou ~nd feet. In .Ama_dor the tunber is 
mostly cut, except in the higher ea tern porttor:i of the co1;1nty 
borderino- ou the Sierra N evadas, where remarns i-omc of the 
finest tin~her in the world while in Del Norte and other countie1, 
the red-wood timber is al~ost inexhaustible. The mineral wC'alth 
of this country is too well known to require detaileJ mention 

here. 
Wheat and barley are the staple products of all the valley 

counties except Los Angeles, El Dorado, and Sonoma. In Los 
An<Telc and El Dorado wine-growing is the great interest; a 
large quantity of grain, however, is raised in the former county. 
In Sonoma the wine-<Trowino- intcre t predominates, although 
o-rain of all kind is ra~ed in ~onsidcrablc quantities, that county 
being the second wheat-growing county.. \,Vheat and wine are 
considered the most profitable crops to raise. 

The products of the leatlino- crops of the tate for 1866 were 
as follows, in round numbers: \Vheat, 14,000,000 bushels; barley, 
11,600,000 bushels; oats, 1,860,000 btIBhels; hay, 360,000 tons; 

potatoes, 2,000,000 bt1shels; peanuts, 182,000 bush.els; beans, 
240 000 bu 'hels; butter, 4,500,000 pounds; chee e, 2,100,000 
pou;1ds; wine, 1,800,000 gallon ; wool, 5,230,000 pound . Total 
value about 2 ,000,000, being several millions in excess of the 
gold products of the tate. . 

Santa Clara, olano, and Yolo are the largest wheat-growmg 
counties, aO'gregating more than half the crop of the whole ta~e 
in 1866. In •barley, Santa Clara, Monterey and San J oaqum 
take the lead, producing more than one-third of the entire crop. 
Santa Clara also leads in hay, cheese and silk; Mendocino in oats; 
Sonoma in potatoe ; acramento in hops ; fari.n in butter ; San~a 
Barbara anrl Los Angele~ in wool, and the latter county 111 

orange. , lemons, grapes, wme, ancl brandy. 
A yariety of wheats are sown in California, but the white 

Au tralian appears to be the favorite, as it makes better flour, is 
productive, and rarely has any drawbacks in bad seasons; white 
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Chili Sonora ancl Club wheat are also sown in the interior countie~. 
In D~I :r ort~ a white winter wheat is _grown and preferred by 
many farmers bccau e it is a winter vanc~y, and also _on account 
of the superior quality of its flour. In this county, wm~er whe_at 
is own from cptember 1 to N" ovembcr 1, and the sprmg vane
tic from February 1 to April 15, harve ting about the ~0th of 
Au<Tnst • all grnin own by hand. In :Monterey wheat 1s so,yn 
from T~vember to larch, according to the amount of ram. 

Our Tuolumne reporter says" thel~nd sll~uld ~e ummer-fallowed, 
and tile o-rain sowed before the fir ·t ram · ; 1t may be sowed as 
late a 111:.u-ch, bnt is liable to injury hy the drought; har~est 
last of :\fay or June." In Yuba they 0 1v from October to ~ eb
ruary, and harvest from 1 t of J nne to 15th of July. None 

drilled. 
Our San Franci co corrci-pon<knt writC's :-
" Secclin<T on mnmer fallow and dry-plowed land has been 

done in September and. October, b~1t the experience of our fa1:mers 
is that wheat sown prior to :\larch 111 good sea~ons_ produces favor
ablc crops. lfaryc ting of barley conu;1cnccs m the southern 
part of the State early in ::\lay; whe_at t generally two we~ks 
later, most of the crop being gathcre\\m ~ une,_ new wheat commg 
to market about the I t of July. l lowmg 1s, ?n an ave!·ag_e, 
not over four inches deep, some being only th!·ee mches, w:h1lc rn 
exceptional cases the soil is disturb d from 1x to twelve mchcs, 
l>nt such instances are very rare. A practice called 'volunt~er
ino-' prevail amon<T farmer which consists of imply harrowrng 
byimplcmcut, or, i~ many c~seR, brnsh-harrowin~, viz.: dragging 
limbs of trees over stubble, so that the waste gram of one harvest 
is made the seed for the next." 

The average yield of wheat is reported at twenty bushels to the 

acre. 
\,Vild oats, when cut at the proper time, arc said to make the 

richest hay. \Vhcn there is sufficient range, hor'es, cattle, and 
sheep pasture the entire year, the rainy ea on not excepted. In 
the greater portion of the 'tate the natural gra,;ses _arc tur~ed 
into hay while standin<T, the extreme clryne of the climate bcmg 
the can c. Cattle foe<l on this driecl gra s, which i. very nutri
tious until the rains come, which de troy all the nourishment. 
When the miu come early, in October or in November, the 
new gra, e. pring up in a few days, ancl if they get three or four 
inche high, fro, t does not top their growi1w, ~ncl stoc~ have 
excellent foed the sea. on through. "\Vhen the rams come m De
cember, followed immediately by frost, cattle suffer greatly, and 
large numbers of hor"e , sheep, and cattle are lo. t. The crop of 
natural gra. sc , when not fed down too much, eeds itself and 
yields from one to two tons of hay per acre. 

Our Tuolumne reporter says that pasture is good from March 
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to October but stock will subsist the entire year. Usually the 
, d . 

only expense is cost of herdsmen. Several correspon ents esti-
mate the co t of pasturing stock at from 50 cents to 2 per head 
per month-the average 1 per head. . . 

The fame of California as a fruit-o-rowin" State 1s too widely 
extended to need lengthy notice in this ch~ptcr. The capab_ili
tics of the entire valley lands .of the State, and also the foot-hills 
of the mountain ran"e to produce fruit, are perhaps unsurpassed, 
if equaled, in any p~rt of the world. _All t_he frui~s of the tem
perate zone flourish well, and such se1m-trop1cal fruits as oranges, 
figs limes citron olive almonds, and pomegranates are produced 
in great ~bundadce. It i difficult to say which kind of fruit is 
most profitable, as all pay well until the supply exceeds t?e local 
demand. At present it is said that almonds and ~Iadeira nuts 
pay best, thouo-h figs and oranges are quite profi~able. 

Our Tuolumne correspon<l.ent sa1s that ~rape-vrnes bear a ~ood 
crop the third year from the cuttm<T. Vmeyards produce from 
four to five ton of grapes per acre, ~r from 500 to 700 gallons of 
wine. Grapes for wine-making sold last season at ~30 per ton. 
The price of wine one year ol<l. varies from 40 cents to $1.25 per 
gallon, according to quality. Appl~, pear, reach, plu~, cherry, 
fig, orange and pomegranate come_mto beanng the tlurd year, 
and produce good crops. The price the pa. t season for best 
apple , pears, and peaches, was 40 per ton, plums 5 _cts. per pound. 
Our Yuba correspondent ays: "N cai-ly all the fruits are adap_ted 
to our soil and climate. The apple, peach, plum, necta~·me, 
apricot, cherry, quince, pear, fig, pomegranate, ora_nge, lime, 
lemon currant &c. not only do well but excel any tlnng I ever 
saw. 'The grape f~r wine and raisins. is perhal) des~incd_ to. be 
one of the fruits mo t extensively cultivated. fhe yield is un
mense and the profit very great. A vineyard of 10 acres will 
yield a clear profit of $5,000 per annum, and orchards from 250 
to $1,000 per acre, according to the kinds of fruit." 

A correspondent in Amador County says that he gathered three 
crops of apples from the same tree, last year. 

Los Angeles had, in 1866, nearly 2,000 lemon-trees, 9,000 ora~ge
trees, 3,000,000 grape-vines, and made 600,000 gallons _of wme, 
and 20 000 of brandy. Sonoma had over 2, 00,000 vrncs, and 
made n~arly 200,000 gallons of wine and nearly 7,000 gallons of 
brandy. Santa Clara had 2,000,000 vines. In the State, accord
ing to the asse sors' reports, there were in 1 66, nearly 1,700,000 
apple-trees, 480,000 pear-trees, 1,090,000 pca?h-trees, 234,000 
plum-trees, 28,000 almond-trees, 1 7 ,ooo English walnut-trees, 
1:3 000 olive-trees, 3,000 lemon-trees, 11,000 orange-trees, and 
ne~rly 20,000,000 grape-vines. The numbers of each growing 
rapidly. 

On the 25th of September, 1867, a letter was addressed to 
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the Mayor of San Francisco by certain citizens of Louisiana, 

makinO' inquiry respecting the advantages California offered 

to im:i"rants with a view of migrating thither. 
b ' h b .. d 

The State Board of Immigration returned t e su ~ome 

reply:-
Query.-" Are the public lands entirely absorbe~ ?" . 
Answer.-N o. There are millions of acres yet m the keepmg 

of the Fccleral Go,·crnrnent officers, which can be had for $1 an 
acre in gold. Only in the neighborhood of the freat thorough
fares, the navigable river , the frap;ments of railways yet con
structed, the mining camps and the like, has ever the Go_vernment 
surveyor yet erected his theodolite. The whole population of the 
States of California, Oregon, Nevada, an<l. the Territory of Wash
ington, docs not come to 3: million of so_uls1 and ther _have n~ore land 
to li,·e npon than the entire German family of thuty nations a!1d 
60,000,000. There are plenty of good spots where_ small colomes 
of immio-rants may squat upon and await the comrng (for years) 
of the F~deral Government surveyor, and wh_en he shall come, the 
$1 an acre demanded by the Government will have long before 
been realized out of the land. 

In the Eiun Joaquin valley, 60 miles back from Stockton (a city 
of about 5,000 inhabitants, and one night's jonrncy ~y steamer 
from San Franci ·co) plenty of land can be got for 'l m gold per 
acre f1·om the Gover:1111cnt office in Stockton. This v~llcy is about 
100 miles long, a width Yarying from 10 to 30 miles, through 
which streams navi<Table for flatboats, flow down to the Sacra
mento River. 'The ~oil is deep and rich, and the bottoms near the 
water arc exceedingly fertile, and able to st~pport abundance of 
kine. This valley woul<l absorb 100,000 settlers. . 

\Ve have recei vcd from ;\Ir. )lerry, of Red J3luff ( a grow mg 
town of about 2,000 inba.bitant , at the head of navigation on 
the Sacramento River, and to be reached in two days by i,teamer 
from San :Francisco at an expense of from $10 to $12), an elabo
rate report of the a'gricultural and bu iness facilities in that sec
tion. Ile says:-

" The slopes of the Sierra hills and Coast Range, being well 
watered, afford good pasturage for sheep and l~orned cattle 
llurin" the year. The arable land of the country lymg along the 
'botttrn 'of the Sacrameuto River and its tributaries bear grain 
crops of from 16 to 40 bu hels of wheat to the acre. The ?est 
lands in the county (Tehama County) are covered by l\fox~can 
grants, to which patent titles from the President of the Umted 
State have been obtained. Thei-e land can be purchased from 
pre ent hohlers for $1 O to 15 per acre. They a.re adapted to 
the growth of grain, potatoe. and beets. All kinds of Ycgetablcs 
and fruit grow in the greatest luxuriance. Sheep-breeding pays 

2* 
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we11. The flocks in this county number about 100,000 sheep. 
The quality of wool has a very good name in the_ San Fran
ci co market, and brings 20 cents a pound. Butter will pay well 
for skillful dairymen, and cheese also. 

"For wine there is no better county in the State. Over 4,000 
head of o-rain-fed hogs have been sold out of the county during 
the pa t year. A pork and bacon-packing bonse in this place is 
doing an ex.tensiYe busines . The e tablishment of a woolen-mia 
here would be the best in ,·estment of capital extant. Lumbe1· is 
cheap, :firewood plenty, and wat r-power abundant, g~ing to 
waste. An iron foun<lery would pay well here. Money i dear, 
it brincrs two per cent., and two aud a half per cent. per month. 
Farm htborers aet ~30 per month anJ board. Blacksmiths and 
wagon-makers do well. Some haYe got rich. Gootl bo~nl can 
be o-ot for $20 to $25 a month. CottageA can be got for from $8 
to 'i'15 a month rent. Town lots for building can be entered at 
Government prices. Common necessaries from the farms are 
cheaper than in tlan Francisco. Imported articles are about ~O 
per cent. bio-hcr. As to vine-cultme it is the best locality for 
that indnstry in the State. Here is the celebrated Bo quejo vine
yard, where the 'Gerke' wine is made, which is a fair sample of 
our vine-lands. Thou ands of acres of equally good lands can 
be bad here for $1.25 an acre." 

The section of country referred to by l\Ir. l\Ierry woukl absorb 
and maintain 100,000 person . 

In the counties south of San Francisco-1\Ionterey, for instance 
-two days' journey by stage from Franci co\ lar~e tracts of the 
richest land, owned by easy-going people of Spamsh descent,, can 
be purchased or rented npon very advantageous terms; pur
chased for I or 2 an acre, or rented on hares for one-fourth 
of the annual product of the land. The chief and greatest cost 
is the cost of fencing. 

In many place the old Spanish settlers own tracts of 30,000 to 
50 000 acre , unfenced and undivided, over which numberless 
flo~ks of sheep and cattle roam, and breed, :ind die, without con
trol or much care from the proprietors, who live in rude ease, and 
almost secluded from the outside world. Their slumbers will 
soon be broken by the hum of bnsy immigrants, who will come 
crowding by sea and land into their fruitful territoriec. Farther 
south, toward Los Ano-eles, the best lands can be purchased from 
those old-fashioned settlers for $1 an acre, or even less. There is 
very little timber to be cleared from any of these lands. 

To go upon these lands, several families should form themselves 
into village or companies, and go out together on the land and 
help each other. This co-Opl'rative system is i-ure to make immi
grants happy and prosperous. Farming implements can be got 
here better and cheaper than in England, or in any of the Ameri-
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can cities of the Atlantic. Farm horses can be purchased for 
$20 to $40 apiece; milk cows, $2~ to. $30 each. The expense of 
transporting one person from tins city to the Go,·crnutent la_nd 
may be set down at $20. l\la~·kets ,can b~ fo~rnd for . an_y qmmt1ty 
of grain, butter, wool, and fruits. The vrne is ~low rn its retur~s, 
but quite certain to pay at the end_ of ±:onr or}ive y_ears, ll;nJ will 
yet be the great occupation of Ca_hfor~ians. The ?lrm3:te m most 
parts of California is moderate; m wmtcr there is neither frost 
nor snow. 

The population of California is about 500,000. 4"bout 9~,?00 
of these have votes and are entered on the great register. Bemg 
an American citize1; and residincr three months in. one locality, 
gives the privilege ~f voting fotau public officers. Tbe •?ting 
is done in one day, by ballot, all over the State, an~l there is ~o 
property qualification requirecl in the voter or rn the public 
officer. A per on born out of the United States must be two 
years resident in the United State_, have _worn fealty to the 
American Government, and bavt> registered his name on the great 
register before he can vote. 

7fhere are about 50,000 Chinese, and about 10,000 negrocs in 
the State. either of them Jrnye any political rights allowed 
them. They can not vote for any public officer, nor is it like] y that 
they ever will enjoy such privi!eges. The Chi1~e~e are looked upon 
with much jealousy by the white race. Oppos1t10n to them has as
sumed an organized shape, and there are numerous anti-coolie clubs 
existing in our city, whose object is to resist and discourage the 
importation and employment of Chinese labor. About S,000 
Chinamen are employed on the Pacitic Railway works; about 
20 000 are workin..,. in and around the mines, and the remain<ler 
ar~ scattered over"'the 8tate engaged in doing the lowest kind of 
work about the cities and towns; washing, gardening, dealing in 
fish and vegetables, &c. 

Question 2.-" Is there a demand for labor?" 
Answer.-"\Ve are anxiously and carefully gatherino- information 

from e,·ery side, from reliable sources, with the intention of form
ing a small hand-book for the intending immigrant. vVe are 
full of the great idea of inviting an ex.tensive immigration from 
Europe and from the Southern and Eastern States, to the Pacific 
slope, but we shudder at the thought of misleading any one. It 
is almo, t unnecessary to repeat that we haYe room and work for 
millions of people in our field and mine , but the great tronblc 
is to support people while they arc finding the work suited to 
their strength, their habits, and their experience. The idea that 
fills the minds of many persons in makin..,. toward California is, 
that they shall o-o a gold-hunting in the mines, make lncky hits, 
and return at some distant day to their old homes in Europe or 
the Atlantic States to enjoy their good fortunes. This i,lea has 
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been the unseen rock ihat wrecked many an emigrant to this golden 
laud. None should come io the Californian mines but miners. 

On the first discovery of gold in California, and for everal years 
afterward, every kind of laborer went into the mines, and many 
of them did very well; but of late years the Chinese got in, and 
swarmed over the "placer" or stream mines, and a they work in 
well-organized companies, live upon. little, they are a~le to scrape 
a li vino- from the oft-washed sands 111 the older washing-grounds 
of the "'earlier miners. The principal mining now carriell on in 
California is quartz mining, which is as like coal or iron mining 
as possible-penetrating the bowels of the earth several hundred 
feet-men working in gangs, in " w~tches" of eight hou1_-s e~ch 
shift so that the work never stops, night, or day. For this kind 
of ~ork miners get $-! a clay. Their board and lodging in 
the neighborhood of those quartz mines comes high, about ~8 or 

10 a week; as a general rule, two and a half days' wages 1s re
quired to pay for a miner's board and locl()'ing for a week. A 
O'rcat deal of the work on the Pacific Railroad on our sicle of the 
Rocky Mountains is performed hy Chinamen, under white over
seers. They get about 1 a clay for their labor. ,Vhite men 
could get that~ wages aud board, but they won't work for it. A 
dollar a day is the lowest notch which the strong man's labor 
has touched in any part of C:tlifornia. Common labor, according 
to skill, ranges up to '1.50 and 2 a day. We are not now talk
ing of ski1led mechanical labor, such as carpenters, bricklayers. 
plasterers, smiths, machinists, foundcry men, tailors, shoemakers, 
and the like. The labor of these sorts brings $3 to 5 a clay in 
all the citie. and in all the towns of the Pacific coast. As to 
clerk and li ()'ht porter!", and those who are always waiting for an 
easy berth o~ something to "tum up," there is little encourage
ment for them. The cities are full of them. Thi.' ort of help
less people are the production of an erroneous ptem of educa
tion, which has weaned the boy from labor, and left the man a 
helpless, pitiable mendicant. 

Yon are, doubtles , impatient to learn, then, what sort of people 
are likely to do well here, and we answer, any sort who are thor
oughly determined to work-men and women, young and old. 

The lowest wage for labor among us is about twice the ,vages 
of New York, and four times the wages obtained in Great Britain, 
Ireland, or Germany. The price of wheaten flour is about one
half what it is in Liverpool or New York- ·s a barrel of 196 

,eounds just now. Tea, sugar, and coffee about the same as in 
England or New York. Clothing and house-rent about double 
the English rates, and about t.he same as in New York. All the 
foregoing rates are in gold. 

Question 3.-" Is mining more profitable than farming?" 
Answer.-This question is one still morn difficult to answer. 
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Fai•ming has lately ac9uired _a, fix?cl c_haractcr. The fine q~~li,ties 
of wheat aud flour whwh California yields-the vast quaut1t1es of 
wool of butter of fruit and wine, and the high prices these prod
ucts 'realize in 'New York and Liverpool, haye latterly decided 
O'l'eat numbers of otu· population to go into farming. One only 
drawback which farming in California will ever experience, and 
that will occasionally ari ·e from long season of drought. 

The la t three years the seasons were very well m!xed with 
rains about the time they were wanted! and sunshmo ,~hen 
wanted; and our Lrmer have had splcncl1cl crops and obtamecl 
high prices. About four years ago there was a long drou~ht 
and a cattle famine was cxpcrien?ed. Flour ran up t? very ]ugh 
rates ancl there was much snfl'enno· among the workmg people. 

' V ....., . 

This has pa ·cd away, an<l is forgotten in our present prospenty, 
but it i~ well for all emigrants facing to this country, to be made 
aware of these things. 

We have, in general, ab?ut. seven months_ of _the ye~r when 
there does not fall a drop of rarn, yet vegetat10n lf! nourn,hcLl by 
copious dews. Then we have fonr or five months when it pours 
down plenteously, and this rain it is that bring us the means _to 
obtain the food that lies intact in the earth, and enables our nun
crs to wash the clay and sand that contains the gold du t. 

The total produce of our gold ancl silver mines may be set at 
850 000 000 to $60,000,000 a year. Our farming and general ag-

' ' 'f l f' ricultural products will very soon, 1 they to not now, oot np to 
~50,000,000 worth a year. The value of the wheat and flour ship
ped from California since last harvest comes up to $9,000,000 ; 

and as fast as O'QOU ships come into the harbor they arc engaged 
to take out wlieat and flonr, wool, hicles, &c. The general de
mand for all sorts of mechanics in this city, and throughout the 
State, was never better. The wages, as I have said, range: For 
Chinamen, ·1 a day; common laborers,, 2 a day; skilled mechan
ic , 8:J to $4 a day-some of superior skill, ~5 a day; female serv
ants, 815 to ~·25 a month, and board; farm laborers, '30 a month 
and board. All these prices arc gold, ancl all om· dealings here 
are managed on a gold basis. 

Question -!. "Are there any diseases peculiar to California?" 
Answer. The climate of California i • the most hcalthfol to be 

found in the world. It is equable all the y<'at· round. The ther
mometer ranges from 50° to 90° throughout the State. \Ve lay 
from 32° to 42° north latitude. \Ve haye neither frost nor snow, 
except on the high mountains of Sierra Nevada, and some of the 
mountains in the Coast Range. The only drawback to health is 
experienced in the neighborhood of the mines, where the water 
is over strongly impregnated with mineral matter, which gener
ates ague and peculiar fevers; but in the agricultural r0gions the 
people live on from year to year, their whole lives, without expe-
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riencing a day's sickness, and the chiltlrcn multiply in number~, 
ancl develop in symmetry and beauty beyond those of any race on 
the face of the globe. 

Next to the employments under the head of "ordinary agri
culture" is the vine culture, which is peculiar to California; its 
vines and wines arc now celebrated all over the world. But a 
few years ago, it was not supp?sed the vine would flourish any
where but in the southern region aml Los Angeles. Latterly, 
experiments have demonstrated that it will flourish in the accliv
ities around the minin" camp a well as amid the sheep-walks and 
pa~toml plains ancl valleys; that whether it is pressed into wine 
or distilleJ into brandy, it will reward. the labor bestowed upon 
its cultinition. The California wines begin to make their way in 
the New York market, and each new year will confer on their 
quality more richness and more reputation. 

The "rape-vines of California, when fi vc years old, yield plente
ously; 

0

onc has only to own a half:dozcn acres, well planted with 
vine. ,of that age, to realize a life-long ifldependence. In a few 
years from the present time, the wine and silk of California will 
form some of the le::idin1; articles of its export. 

The fruits of California are now so rich and plentiful that the 
farmers begin to dry, ::incl pres , and ship them to the Atlantic 
cities, from whence, but a very few years ago, we imported dried 
fruit , flonr, &c. 

The raising of the silk-worm has been commenced in California, 
and ha' succeeded. It is proven that the climate is quite as favor
able as that of France or Italy for this branch of industry. Ar
rangements are in progress to tart a silk factory. The success 
of this experiment will lead to national results by and by. We 
shall s0011 come to the raising of tobacco, beet-root, and the 
manufacture of beet and cane ugnr, cotton, fl.ax, linen, hemp, 
ancl hops, for all of whieh the soil and climate arc admirabl{ fit
ted. Some cotton has been rai cd in the southern parts u · the 
State in a desultory way, but the soil awaits the enterprising 
hands of toiling men, to bring about those great results from the 
vast and varied material that sleeps neglected in the soil, and 
hovers over us in the overhanging climate. 

"\Ve are building small coaHting schooners of 50 to 200 tons. 
All tho c craft arc well employed in carrying lumber, coal, and 
the produce of the fields into market, and latterly groups of those 
small craft have gone fishing for cod in the North Pacific with 
great succc s. The almon and other fish caught in our waters 
are certainly the best in the world. 

Our progress in manufacture is infantine and rude. Three or 
four woolen mills and one cotton factory are all that California 
can boast of, but these are doing well, and in good time others 
will start. Our tanneries are numerous in city and country, and 

CALIFORNIA. 47 

their manufactures well liked and in good demand. "\Ve should 
say the busines i~ heal_thy, with fair_ profitR, Soap and ca~cll~ 
factories are cxpcnmcntmg on the native tallow and bees-wax of 
the country-this is the land of bees and_ honey. 

They have begun one facto!·y for makrng boots ancl sho~s, ~11~ 

80 far it is prosperous, cmploymg two l~undred hands. '1 here 1s 
room here for many paper and flour-mills. vVe have two g:lass 
factoric., on a small . calc, doing well, and any number of Hon 
founderies, all at full work. There has been a glove factory lately 
started, and is doing well; al_so 3: rnd~ pottery-ware factory. We 
want half a dozen hat factonei-, 111 winch the hat from the founda
tion would be made trimmed and finished. "\Ve have plenty of 
printers and an abt;nclance o'f newspapers. The popul~tion of 
San Franci,co is about 120,000. "\Ve have 8 mormng and 
evenin" new papers ancl 12 or 15 weeklies. vVe haYe a score of 
banks,

0
15 in urance' companies, any number of ho~els, boardi_ng

houses, and public schools. Ab?ut half the population .3:re 1;a~JVC· 
born Americans from the Atlantic States; the other halt 1s cl 1v1clecl 
amon" the Germans Irish, French, Spanish, Chinese, and ne
groet The Jews bdYc two synagogues, the Roman Catholics 
eight churche and the Protestants a dozen or so. Take them as 
a whole, they ~re the mo. t hospitable ::incl generous crowd of citi
zens to be found in any seaport round the whole earth: No :i:nan 
nor woman will be suffered to want food here, ancl no rndnstr10ns 
man nor woman need be afrnid of casting their destiny in the fer
tile "razino- land of California. 

We hop~ the e few hints on our new and growing ~tatc_will ?e 
useful. The worst time for travelrng through our 111tenor dis
tricts are the winter and spring months, when the roads are 
softened by the rains. Rains usually begin in December and 
continue down to April. 

We remain, respectfully, 

H. A COBB, President. 
TIIOl\1AS :MOONEY, Vice-President. 

J. VI. l\1cKENZIE, Secreta1·y. 

SAN FRANCISCO, October 29, 1867. 
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The following letters will prove interesting:-
OFFIPE CALIFORNIA IMMIGRATION ASSOCIATION, l 

SAN FRANCISCO, September 9, 1868. f 
F. B. GoDDARD, Esq.:-

1\1 Y DEAR Sm: * * * There arc large bodies of Public Lands 
yet to be had in this State, in almost every county, for $1.25 per 
acre, legal tenders. l\lany Spanish grants are now being sub<li
vicl.cd and _sold at very low figures. Farmers, mcchauics, labor
erlii, are all m demand, and command as follows: Laborers, 860 to 
87 5 per month; good farmers, ·30 to ·50 per month in gold, and 
board; mechanics, according to trade, from $3 to $6 per day. 
Lands are to be had from the Spanish grant holders as low as 
$1.50 and .J2 per acre, up to ~·:'5. The central and southern coun
ties of the State offer superior inducements at present to a new 
population. 

Wheat-growing now is the chief occupation of the farmers. Our 
erops the last year were yery abundant, but wheat commands to
day, in our market, $2 per 100 lbs. 

Climate excellent; farmers plow and sow all winter. Coal, 
timber, silver, gol<l, quicksilver, aml every mineral, abouud. Every 
variety of crop raised, and every nationality of people here reside. 

I am, sir, very truly, your ob't servant, 
JOIIN l\IULLEN, 

Agent California Immigration Association. 

PLACERVILLE, August IO, 1868. 

FRED'K B. GODDARD, Esq., New York City:-

DEAR Sm: * * * About one-fourth of El Dorado County is 
embraced within the survey of the Central Pacific Railroad Com
pany, antl alternate sections belong to the railroad company, · 
who will sell for 82.50 per acre, which can be paid in installments. 
Government Janel is sold at $1.25 per acre. The land in question 
is probably the best in the State for the culture of the grape-vine, 
fruit-trees, &c., &c. These vineyards become productive in the 
course of three or four years, ancl orchard are matured quite as 
rapidly. There is a belt of country of about thirty miles in width, 
running cast ancl west, and for several hundred miles running 
north and outh, that is thoroughly adapted to the production of 
grapes, peach, apple, plum, pear, and fi~ trees, of all the different 
varieties. .l\Iuch of the land spoken of 1s unsurveyed, a small por
tion of which has been improved by settlers. In some portions of 
the country embraced within the boundaries above indicated, the 
settlers raise very good crops of hay, barley, oats, and wheat, ancl 
for about six months in the year it is well adapted to grazing pur-
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poses. These vineyards often yield two, three, and four tons to 
the acre. Of course, much tlcpcncls upon the care and attention 
bestowed by those in charge of these vineyards. The fruits 
produced upon these foot-hills arc superior in flavor to tho c 
raised in any other portion of the State. Grapes are worth from 
$20 to $60 per ton, depending upon the kind and quality. 

Price of labor from 25 to ·40 per month, and board. Chinese 
from '20 to '25 per month, 01· about 30, they boarding them
selves. "\Vagcs always paid in gold or silver coin (greenbacks not 
used as circulatino- medium). The labor supply is not good. 
German laborers ,~oulcl naturally be mo t in demand, as they 
usually are the most peaceable and industrious citizens. 

School facilities throughout El _Dorado County are good. \Ve 
have good teachers and a very fau· system. 

The climate is excellent, antl can not be surpassed anywhere on 
the globe. "\Vhcn the mercury in the thermometer stands at 90° and 
100° in the shade, the heat does not feel particularly uncomforta
ble. There have been in some localities in this county more or less 
miasmatic fevers, fever and ague, &c., although this is now disap
pearing. To market, Placerville is about twelve miles east of the 
:,acramento Valley lfailroad; length of road, about fifty miles. 
Religious advantages keep pace with population, like all new 
countries. People here arc not particularly distinguished for their 
religious enthusiasm; and, while the church edifices are large and 
commodious, the attendance is not proportionally large. There 
is room for a development of the religious sentiment throughout 
the whole of thi State. 

The people here arc cosmopolitan, and represent every nation
ality on the globe, but the preponderance is American. 

In conclusion I would say, that what is mo t needed here is, a 
class of industrious men and families who arc willing to adopt the
same system of domestic economy that is practiced in the older 
States. * * \V ood for fuel is abnndant, the soil is generous, and 
produces all that i necessary to supply every material want of 
the body, and all who arc sober and industrious can, in a very 
short time, realize and enjoy a home where they can, practically 
rest "under the shade of their own v-ine ancl fig-tree." * * * 

Respectfully, &c., 

GEORGE G. BLANCHARD. 

Los ANGELES, August 11, 1868. 

DEAR Sm:-* * * The valleys of Los Angeles and San Berna
dino are large and fertile, producing cereals equal to those of the 

4 
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northern counties. In this county, grapes, oranges, lemons, limes, 
and in fact all the semi-tropical fruits, grow to perfection. There 
is little or no government lancl sonth of l\Iontercy, all the Janel of 
any intrinsic value being covered by Spanish grants, which are 
now being subdi viclcd and thrown into market, upon easy terms, at 
prices varying from three dollars to one hundred dollars per acre, 
according to locality. Mo t lands require irrigation for the pro
duction of all crops except cereals, and rise or foll in value as 
they are affected by facilities for irrigation. The climate of Los 
.Angeles County is very mild, being free from extreme beat or 
cold. In this city it seklom frosts sufficient to do any injury. 
The soil is more fertile than even the valley of the l\Iississippi, as 
I know from gersonal observation. The valley of this county lies 
between the I acific and the Coast Range of mountains. The prin
cipal port is San Pedro, twenty miles from this city, to which a 
railroad is now being constructed. The port is an open roadsteacl, 
but storm are so rare upon this coast, that ve sels seklom experi
ence any difficulty in landing and receiving freight. The greater 
part of Arizona is impplied with merchandise through this city, 
and the trade with Utah and .Montana Territories is very large in 
the winter months. The population of this city is about 10,000, 
one-third of whom are of the Spanish race and Indians, the other 
two-thirds of mixed nationalities. 

The city i now improving more rapidly than any commercial 
city in the State, except San Francisco. The agricultural products 
of the county this year will amount to more than ·2,000,000. 
The population of the county is about 25,000, and the a sos, ment 
rolls show an increase of eight hundred tax-payers in the last 
twelve months. Of the amount received last year for agricultur
al products, over half a million dollars was for the orange crop 
alone. There is fine agricultural land in the county not now under 
cultivation, to support a population of 150,000 sonls. Farm labor 
is most needed, and bring;; '25 per month; mechanics are also 
in demand. Good schools, both public and private, are numeron, ; 
also one college and one female seminary of high grade. 

Thi city i five hundred miles south of San Francisco, with 
good ocean steamers and numerous sailing vessels for the accom
modation of travel and trade. 

The land is mostly untimberecl, the foot-hills giving a good sup
ply of fire-wood. Building lumber is shipped from Santa Cruz 
and Oregon, and sells at ·40 per thorn;and. 

I am, very respectfully, yours truly, 

A. J. KING. 



OREGON. 

RESTING upon the northern boundaries of California and 
Nevada, and l_ying along the Pacific Ocean for 275 miles, is the 
promising and prosperous State of Oregon. Its wonderful 
beauties, and its great natural advantages and resources, long 
since attracted the attention and inspired the pen of Washing
ton Irving, and the development and progress of later years 
bear pleasing testimony to the prophetic importance which 
that gifted writer attached to this then comparatively unknown 
region. 

To the emigrant whose inclinations tend to agricultural 
pursuits, and who seeks to found a home where he may soon 
become independent, in a State which possesses a fertile soil 
and a healthful climate, Oregon emphatically commends her
self as in all respects answering his requirements. Until late 
years, owing to its remoteness from the great channels of in
tercourse, the popular impression of Oregon has been that it 
was a va t and sparsely settled region, almost " out of the 
world." But the people of Oregon are as fully alive to all ad
vanced ideas and to the spirit of the age, as the people of any 
other State. They arc beating full time to the quickstep of 
Progress; thirty steamers navigate her rivers, and there are 
two railroads in process of construction at present, one on the 
eastern and one on the western side of the Willamette, start
ing from Portland and going south to meet a road from Ma
rysville, California. Another road is projected from the Dal
les down the north side of the Columbia, to cross at St. Helen 
-the probable crossing of the Puget Sound road. Also a road 
from Eugene City to the Humboldt River, to connect with 
the Union Pacific, going through a pass in the Cascade Range 
at the head-waters of the Willamette. Churches and school-
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houses are established, and society i;; rapidly becoming more 

cultivated aud refined. 
J. Ross BROWNE thus speaks of Oregon in his Report:-

Oregon i peculiarly a~ ag_ricultural an~l fruit-growing St;te, 
though by no mean de~c1ent 111 valu_able m111er:1;I re. ource . Io -
sessin" a climate of unrivaled salubnty, aboundmg m vast tracts 
of rich amble land , heavily timbered throughout its mountain 
rarJO'cs watered by innumerable Hprings and streams, and subject 
to ~on'c of the drawbacks arising from the chilling winds and 
sea. ons of aridity which prevail further south, it is justly cou
siucrcd the mo t favored region on the Pacific lope as a home 
for an agricultural, fruit-growing, and manufacturing popula
tion. As yet it is but thinly scttle<l, a fact owing in part to 
the inju<licious system pursued under the d?riation act of 1852, 
by which large tracts of land (320 acres to smgle settler , 640 to 
married couples) were held by pcrRons who were unable to culti
vate them; and in part to the insuflicicncy of communication with 
the markets of the world. These drawbacks, however, will soon 
be remedied by the establishment of railroads, the increase of 
steam na\'igation, and the consequent accession of population. 
The wonderful richness of the valleys, the extraordinary induce
ments to ettlemcnt by familic., the beauty of the scenery, and 
healthfulness of the climate, must oon attract large immigration. 
The writer has tm,·crsed this 'tatc from the Columbia Hiver to 
the southern boundary, and can safely assert that there is no equal 
extent of country on the Pacific slope abounding in such a variety 
of attractions to those who seek pleasant homes. The Willamette, 
the Umpqua, Rogue River, and many others, are rco-ions unrivaled 
for fanning and stock raising. 

0 

In the last Report of the General Land Office, Commis
sioner ,v1L ON gives the following .interesting and compre
hensive description of Oregon, its agricultural resources, 
climate, fisheries, unsold lands, &c., &c. :-

Oregon ha. Califo'.·nia on the south,. and Washington Territory 
on the north, cxtend111g from the Pacific Ocean to Snake RiYer 
th_c lnttcr constituting a part of its eastern boundary. It is 350 
miles long from cast to west, and 275 wide from north to south 
containing 95,274 s9-,uarc mile. , or GO 975 360 acres bein" about 
half a large as the tate of Californid. ' ' 

0 

The Coast Mountains and the Sierra X crnda traYersino- Cali
fornia, continue northward through Oreo-on· 'the latter° after 
leaving California, are named the ~Cascad~s. 'Near the so:1thern 
boundary the chain throws off a branch called the Blue l\Iount-
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ains, which extend northeastwardly through the State passing 
into Washington and Idaho. ' 

The course of the Cascades through the State is generally par
allel with the shore of the Pacific, and distant therefrom an 
average of 110 miles. In California the direction of the Coast 
]\fountains and coast valleys is that of general parallelism with 
the sea-shore; the mountains sometime approachin"' clo. e to the 
shore ancl then receding miles from it, leaving bclts of arable 
land between them and the ocean. In Oreo-on the Coast Range 
consists ?fa series of hi~h land running at ~ight angle with the 
shore, with yalleys and nvers between the numerous purs having 
the same general direction as the highlands. 

In reference to climate and a"'ricultural capacitieR Oreo-on 
m~y be divi<l_ed into two distinct ]~arts, the ea tern and' west~rn, 
lymg respectively on the east and west sides of the Cascades. 

WESTERN. OREGO~. 

Wes tern Oregon, the portion of the State first settled and con
ta!nin~ the great preponderance of _its present popul:i.ti~n, is 275 
m~les m. length, with an average w_1dth of 110, being nearly one
thml of the whole State, and conta~us ~bout 31,000 square miles, 
or near I y 20,000,000 acre,, all of w h1ch 1s valuable for a<Triculturc 
for grazi_ng, or for tim?er-grow:ing, excepting the ere ts of som~ 
of the highest mountams. I~ 1s more than four times as large as 
l\Ia sach_usetts, nearly three ~1mes as large as faryland, and is 
greater m extent than the ulllted areas of J\Iarylancl New Jersey 
Massachusetts, and Rhode Island. ' ' 

PRODUCTIONS. 

The valleys of the Willamette, the mpqua and Roo-ue rivers 
are embraced within this portion of the State.' The soil of thes~ 
valley~ is very rich and deep, resting upon a foundation of clay 
retentive of the el~rJ?ent~ of forti\ity. Larger portion of the val~ 
Icy~ are open pramc , JUSt r~lhng enough for the purposes of 
agnculture. All the pl'Ocluct10ns common to temperate regions, 
w~ether o~ the field, orchard, or garden, can be cultivated here 
with the highest degree of success. The chief prorlucts of the 
field are wheat, oats, barley, rve hay maize buckwheat flax 
h 

J , ' ' , , 

cmp, sorghum, peas, beans, 1;1illet, bl'Oom-corn, pumpkins, and 
po~atoes; of the garden, turlllps, squashc , cabbage , tomatoc , 
0lllons, cucumber , gourds, beets, carrots, and parsnips; and of 
the orchard, apples, pears, plum , cherrie , apricot , quinces, 
peaches, and grapes. Many of these productions are of mam
moth gr~wth, and super~or quality and flavor. 

The yield of wheat 1s frequently forty and fifty bushels per 
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acre aml when the land is properly cultivated, the crop ne~er 
fails' an<l iu no State or Territory can an equally remunerative 
crop', year after year, be cultivated with less lab?r or ~rouble. A~ 
to fruiti:;, no country coultl produce ?ner apple , pears, pl_ums, 01 
cherrie . The trees come into bearmg eY~ral years ear.her thaH 
u ual in the Atlantic States, and a failure Ill the crop 1s rarely 
known. 

The ,villamette Valley is more expo cl to the sea-br~ezes than 
the more ~heltercd ones of the rmpqua antl Rogue nver., and 
the nights are too cool ~or corn and the peach to succeed well. 
Rorrue Uiver vallev bernrr more sheltered than the valleys to the 

"' J> "' I d. I north of it, appears admirabl)'. adap_ted to t 1e grape, an 1_t cu -
ture is becoming a more prommcnt_rn~ere ' t every year, while the 
peach, Indian corn, and sorghum, 1t 1s reported, succeed better 
here than in any other portions of western Oregon._ . 

Skirting the prairie land of these valley~,_and 11_1tervemng_bc
tweeu them and the mountain ranges on cither side, there 1s a 
succession of hills and ridgei:;, freqnently of rounded cone-shaped 
form ri,-in" sometimes to the height of a thousand feet, and half 
a mile ren~ovcd from each other at thci1· bases, covered to their 
summit~ with thick gra ses, and numerous springs gushing from 
their slopinrr 'iclmi, with scattered tree of oak, maple, and alder, 
not so thick"' as to retard the rrrowth of the native grasses, nor too 
spari;o to shade the grazing Hocks antl herd . Tliis is called the 
hill country, and is a regio~ of mixed prairie and woodland, hill 
and valley, a large portion of it being excellent farming lalll1, 
and i11 horticulture and gardening i equal to t.hc plains; but it8 
chief characteristic is grazing, and no country, by its configuration, 
the quality of its soil, and the temperature of its climate, could be 
better adapt.eel t.o sheep, and wool-growing is already a leading 
intere t, and is constantly increasing, from the success that has 
attended this branch of industry. 

CLIMATE, ETC. 

The climate of this part of the tate i · mild and equable. The 
winters are usually short, with but little fall of now. The pa t.ures 
arc generally green throuo-hout the year and a winter so cold as 
to require dry food for sto~k is of rare oc~urrcnce. The nio-hts arc 
al ~va ys cool, oven i_n midsummer. From November to Aj>ril the 
ramy , eason p_rcv_ails. A clear season u ually occur,_ in February 
or March, contmum~ seyeral weeks 01· a month, and followed again 
by a n:ionth more o! ramy weather. Between April and ovcm
ber ram falls sufficient to prevent clrourrht but eldom to injmc 
the harve. t or produce freshet . The ~m:Uer i dry, yet seldom 
to the destruction of crops. The Oregon farmer realize the nc-
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cessity of irrigating fields by a1tificial means, much le s than those 
of southern Califot'nia. 

Back of the hill country, on each side of tho ·wmamette valley, 
are the Coa t l\lountain · on the west, and the Ca cade :Mountains 
on the ca t. Between the head of the ,villamett.e and the Ump
qua valleys a mountain spur called the Calapooia illountain, 
runs aero s from the Coa t to the Cascade ltangc. A imilar spm, 
called the Umpqua .Mountain, separate the Umpqua. and the 
Rogue Hiver valley , and another, having the ame tran verse 
direction, called the i kiyou lllountain, on the boundary between 
Oregon and California, separates the valleys of Rogue and Kla
math rivers. 

TIMREil. 

All these mountain, , together with the Cascade and Coast rano-es, 
are covered with immense quantities of the sugar pine, the white 
and yellow pine, the nut pine, the red fir or Dourrla. s spruce 
black fir, yellow fir, western balsam fir, the noble fir, the Oreo-01~ 
cedar, and the fragrant white cedar; all tree of cxtraordin~ry 
size and symmetrical form, standing in den c fore t , and some 
of them ri ing to the height of two hundred and fifty, and even 
three hundred feet, with trunks from four to fifteen and some
times twenty feet in diameter. Less strikincr and important arc 
the western yew, the western juniper, the Oregon oak, the Oregon 
alder, the Oregon a h, the hemlock, myrtle, and other trees. 

The Coast l\lountain,, from San Franci oo to the mouth of the 
901umbia River, arc hc3:vily timbered with tlie red-wood, pines, 
firs, and cedars. Imruod1ately north of San Francisco, the fore t 
is composed almost exclusively of red-wood. Going northward 
the trees become numerous, and with the r <.I-wood are found the 
sugar, and the yellow pine, forming about the Oreo-on boundary 
one of tho most magnificent forest in the world; the red-wood 
and . ugar _pine attaining nearly equal dimcn ion , tree, of both 
specie bcmrr not tmcommon twelve to fifteen f, et in diameter 
and three hundred feet hicrh. 

After crossing the Or~gon boundary the red-wood becomes 
c:u-cer, and ceases entirely in the vicinity of the U mpqua. River. 

It is succeeded by the arbor-Yitm or Oregon cedar, and the red 
and black _fir~, an~1 these form the almost impenetrable coating 
of vegetation wluch covers the Coast .Mountains from Port Or
ford to the Columbia; the red-fir here attainino- its :,.reatest dimen
sions, fully equaling those ~f the red-wood and sugar pine. 

The forests of Oregon, ltke those of California contain many 
of the mo t_ valuab!c tirn_bcr trees in the world, :nany of which 
would fum,~h straight timber !1 yard square and a hundred feet 
long, valuable for furniture, for dome tic architecture. for ships' 
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spars, for the powerful frame work of heaYy ma~hiner_y, for bridg~ 
building, for railroad purposes, a!1d t?e gene1 al pm poses of the 
farmer,~the millwright and the sh1pwnght.. . . 

The soil upon which these forests grow 1s genernlly good, the 
under,,.rowth over the <Treater extent of it being hazel, often three 
inchct in diameter and twenty feet high, ?Ider, alder, dogwood, 

tl mal)le ash and willow to,,.ethcr with such other shrubs 
1nyr e, , . .' • . , . ~ . . ·1 U h' 
and <Trasses as rndicate nch, moist, and fit t-1ate sot. pon t e 
Coos~ aml Coquille rivers, in the Coast 1:{ange, the la:1d has ~cen 
cleared and its fertility found cxtraordmary, producrng all kinds 
of grains and vegetables in ~bundancc. . . . . . . 

Throughout these extensive mount~m fo1 ~sts,. thc1 c me im
mense trn.cts lying sufficiently even tor_ ~ult1 vat1?n; but lands 

rocltICin"' timber of such valuable qnn.ltt1es and rn such extra
~rdinary ~quantities should be pre en·ed as timber lands through 
all time. As the larger trees are felled, the forest should be al
lowed to reproduce itself again from the_ yonn&'er and _smaller 
trees and the shoots and ;,prouts that ,v.ill rapidly spnng np. 
Nor ~an the land be clcvoted to any more profitable pu_rpo~e than 
the production of these monarchs of theforcst, ma!1y of wlu~h are 
of rapid growth, and ~ttain a gr_eat height and 1ze even 111 the 
lifetime of a human bemg. A 1111lho11 feet of lumber at the mod
erate price of tc!1 dollars per tho~1sand feet, arc worth ten thou
sand dollars, which would be cqmvalent to one h~ndred ~ollars 
per acre for one hundred years, and from all tl~e rnforrnat10~ r~
ceived touchin"' the character of these amazrng forests, 1t 1s 
believed to be ~o exaggeration to . upposc them capable of pro
ducing one milliou feet_ of lumber to the acre. Although mucl~ 
of it may be comparatively worthless at pr~sent? for want . of 
means of transportation to market, yet the time 1s approach1_11g 
when that inconvenience must in a great measure cease to exist. 
The demand for lumber is annually increasing in all parts of our 
own and other countries, and upon the extensive plains west of 
the Mississippi but little timuer exists, and the fir · t settlers must 
of cour c have supplies. A railroaJ from the head of navigation 
on the Columbia or Snake River, to inter cct the Union Pacific at 
Salt Lake City or other points cast of that, woula open up a mar
ket for the lumber of Orc<Ton ancl "\V ushington Territory that 
would annually increase for ~any years to come, and over which 
it would be sent, not only to supply demands east of the Rocky 
Mountains, but in Nevada, and down the Colorado to southern 
Utah and Arizona. 

EASTER:N" OREGON. 

Eastern Oregon, extending from the Cascade to Snake River, is 
an elevated. rough, broken country of hills and mountains, 
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benches, table-land~, deep gorges, almost !I~hpenetrable cafio_us, 
with numerous fertile and arable valleys. e greater port1011 
is incapable of tillage, bnt furnishes an extensive scope for graz
ing. The climate is drier than on the west of the Cascade Range ; 
is subject to <Treater extremes of heat and cold and to sudden 
chaiwes of tcfinperature, but generally milder tha_n the same lati
tude ~ast of the Rocky Mountains. 

The tillable lands in this portion of the State are along the 
Columbia River and in the valleys of the Umatilla and- \Valla 
Wall a ri vcrs, in the valleys of Klamath Lake, Lost River, Goose 
Lake Harney and other lakes :ind Alvord and Jordan Creek 
valleys, in the southern part of the State, and in the valleys of 
Grande Ronde, Snake, Powder, Burnt, Malheur, and Owyhee 
rivers in the eastern part. 

NH:nerons thrivin<T settlements, with extensive improvements 
in aoTiculture and m~nufactures, exist in the valleys of the Colum
bia the Umatilla and "\Valla \Valla rivers, and grazing is exten
siv~ly carried on'. The soil of the vallers is highly fertile, and 
its a<Tricultnral capacity, so far as tested, is found excellent, pro
duci~<T small <Yrains, fruits, and, vegetables in great abundance 
and of very cx~ellcnt, qualitf, The locality enjoy-s adva1;1ta~es in 
reference to market and busmcss, on account of its cont1gmty to 
the navigable waters of the Columbia, and the mining districts 
lyin<T to the cast ancl south. 

The country bordering on the Des Chutes and John Day riv
ers and the declivities of the Blue Mountains, is fit only for 
grazin<Y land and for this purpose much of it is excellent. Much 
good l~nd e~ists in the southern part of the State for agriculture 
and for grazing, but being comparati yely unsettled, little of it 
has been subjected to the test of expenence. 

In the easte111 part of the State, in the valleys of Snake River 
and its tributaries, many settlements exist; the soil is generally 
rich, and agriculture flourishes. Indian corn, melons, an~ many 
varieties of garden vegetables, are said to succeed better m _some 
of these valleys than on the ,Villamette, on account of the higher 
temperature of the summer. Timber is less abundant in eastern 
Oregon than west of the Cascades, and the oak is wanting in the 
eastern, which is found upon the lower hills and in the valleys of 
western Oregon in small groups or in solitary trees, and with its 
low and i;,preading form, imparting such a picturesque beauty to 
the landscape; but on the sides and summits of the Blue l\loun
tains, and the various spurs and ridges which traverse this part of 
the State in different directions, are found the fir, cedar, hemlock, 
pine, and other varieties of forcRt trees, which will furnish an 
abundant supply. The Blue l\lountains are noted for the best 
quality of timber and natural O'rasses, which cover their sides 
from base to summit. "' 

5* 
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The SALlION FI IIERIES of Orecron form an important item, and 
may be indefinitely increased to 

0

meet al~ost any imaginable de
mand. The e fi ·h make a fall and sprrng run from the ocean, 
J?enetrating mo t of the Oregon riYer to the smaller branches 
from which they flow, and stem the_ powerful curren~ . of the 
Columbia for more than a thousand miles. Vast quantities arc 
annually caught, ancl the business of putting them up for com-
merce is prosecuted with great uc_ce~s. . . 

CoLmIBIA RIYER.-The Columbia JS the chief nver of Oregon, 
the largest on the Pacific coast, and _one of th~ large t i~1 the 
United tatcs. For thirty or forty nul_es fro_m its ~outh,. 1t ex
pands into a bay from three to even imle wide. It 1s navigable 
to the Ca cade ~fountains one hundred and forty miles from its 
mouth when naviaation i~ interrupted by rapids for a distance of 
five miles, over which a railroad portage is constructed. On the 
east side of the Cascade it is again navigable for forty-five miles to 
the Dalle , and again becoming unnaviaable 01~ account of rapids, 
another railroad fifteen miles long ha been built from the Dalles 
to Cebillo. From the latter point the river is navigaule, and 
daily or tri-weekly steamers are running to Umatilla, eighty-five 
miles; W allula, one hundred and ten miles; and to \ Vhite 
Bluffs, one hundred and sixty miles farther up the stream. 

The Oregon Steam Navigation Company had, in 1866, eighteen 
or twenty first-class steamboats on the river, and warehou es at 
all the principal town , and had transported to the Upper Colum
bia, in the four years ending in 1865, 60,320 ton of freight, and 
carried up and down the river nearlf 100,000 pa sengers. 

By coustructing a portage from White Bluff.-;, one hundred and 
fifty miles north, and cutting off an impassable angle in the 1frer, 
the stream is again struck at a navigable point clo' e to the forty
ninth parallel, from which teamers can run from one hundred 
and fifty to two hundred miles farther north to near the fifty
third parallel, in the Cariboo country, the famous gold reo-ion of 
British Columbia. The Ore~on Steam Navigation Comp~ny ex
pected to have steamers runnrng upon these upper waters in 1867. 
The Snake or Lewis River, one of the principal affluents of the 
Columbia, is navigable from the mouth of Powder River, one h un
dred and ten miles from Wallnla, a distance of one hundred and 
fifty to two hundred miles, into southern Idaho, and within two hun
dred miles of Salt Lake City; and the placing of several steamboats 
upon this part of nake River during the present season was 
anothe1: object of that enterprising corporation. \Vhether these 
enterpnses have been realized, and the na\'icration of the Colum
bia and its tributary thus extended, this office is not informed. 
If they ham been, steam navigation from Salt Lake City to the 
mouth of the Columbia i practically ecured with the aid of 
about three hundred miles of wagon road. ' 
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Oreaon enterprise already contemplates the construction of a 
railroad from vVallula to Salt Lake City, through th~ gold re-

ions of Idaho, a distance of five hunched and fifty miles, cross
fng the Blue ~lountains by a veryfrwora°?le l?ass. From ,vallu)a 
the Pacific Ocean is reached by the navigation of the Columbia 
at the distance of three hundred and twenty nules ~arther, or 
eight hundred and seventy miles from Salt Lake City to the 
mouth of the Columbia, making the shortest route from ~alt 
Lake to the Pacific, and avoiding the great labor of surmountmg 

the Sierra N evadas. . . 
In all parts of this State, vast tracts of agricultural, grazmg, 

and timber lands, both surveyed and un urveyed, are open ~o 
settlement under the homestead and pre-empt1?n laws, an_d 111 

western Oregon large quantities may be obtamed by pnvate 

entry. · h · hb h d 
Farming and grazing are very profitable m t e nmg or oo_ 

of mining settlements, and not only compete~c~ but wealth JS 
within the reach of the industrious and ente~·pns1?g, w~o, select
incr a farm and a home in a favoraule locality, mther _m east~rn 
o/ western Oregon, devote themselves faithfully to 1mprovmg 
and cleyeloping its resources. . . . . 

The population of the State, which at ~be present time 1s estJ
mated at over 100,000, is steadily incr~asmg, and when th~ means 
of communication, now in contemplat10n, are open, the rncrease 
will be till further stimulated. 

The undisposed-of public lands in the State amount to about 
fifty-two million seven hundred thousand acres. 

We take the following extracts from a premium essay 
written for the Oregon State Agricultural Society, by Mr. W • 

LA.IR HILL :-

CLUIATE.-Ea tern Oregon possesses a climate much resell?-• 
blincr that of the Upper :Mississippi Valley, ~ut not so cold. It 1s 
dry ~ncl open; usually somewhat bl~ak, owmg to the large pro
por~ion ot prairie ln:nd, but seldom b1ttei: col~, the mer~ury. rarely 
fallmcr below zero m the extreme of w111te1. Last wmter, how
ever, 

0
it was exceedingly cold in this re~ion; but _that was a 

winter unexampled in severity everywhere m the Pacific States._ 
Sprin(T in eastern Orc<TOn is fine early, and open. ummer 1s 

hot aml
0
generally dry, ,~th cool nights. V3:riations of tempera

ture correspondincr with differences of altitude, are observed, 
som~times amounting to several degrees at_ pla~es only a few 
leacrues apart. Autumn frosts becrin some time m October, but 
it does not become wintry till very late. Little rain or snow falls 
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except in the mountains. Eastern Oregon is exposed to an almost 
continuous breezo which sometimes swells into quite a gale, but 
storms never occur. The wind in summer is from the southwest. 

W estem Oregon bas a moist, mild, and peculiarly uniform 
climate. Except in rare cases the winter is not cold nor the 
summer hot more than two or three days in succession, and ex
treme heat 01· cold never occurs. 

It is rarely necessary to fc~<l scock for more than a fortnight, 
and frequently not at all dunng the whole year. 

OIL ,urn ExTEXT OF AcmcuLTlJRAL L.ums.-The two natural 
divisions of Oregon differ in respect to the quality of their soil 
a well as in climate. The plateaux of eastern Oregon have a 
moderately rich soil whose chief component is silicia, and con
taining but a small amount of wgctable matter. Little effort 
has been made to test its capabilities for agricultural purposes 
until very recently. The experiment, so far as tried, has proved 
exceedingly gratifying, and many person maintain that these 
uplands are destined to be the first grain lands in the State. But 
the natural adaptation of these immense tracts is to O'razi1w cattle 
herding, and bucolic pursuits. Hollin<Y prairies and lever' plains 
of almost illimitable extent , trctch out from the foot of the Cas
cade }fountains almost to the eastem borde1· of the State and are
cover?d with luxuriant bunch-grass (t'estuca), affording' an inex
haustible pasture for any amouut of stock. This <Yrows in laro-e 
tufts not joined together by their fibrous roots, as ~ the case with 
11;1-ost oth?r grasses. I~ grows to different heights, from six to 
c1ghtec? rn_ch_es, acconlmg to the quality of the oil. In nutritirn 
J?roperties 1t 1s not exccll_ed by any grass known. Attaining its 
~nil growth about the time the dry season commences it cures 
m~o a fi1~c, fl_avorous hay, which, owing to the absence of' dew in 
th_1 region 111 the summer, remains excellent until the autumn 
rams come, when the whole country is again covel'ed with green 
gra s. 
. Mountain streams, having their sources in the mountain chains, 
mt~rseet t_hese ~able-lands, flowing through valleys anrl 1·011cles of 
vanous dunens1~ns ~nd a1:1azing fertility. The valleys of the 
Des Chu~_cs and _,ts tnbutane are all th~t have been extensively 

te ~ed. 111th ce1eals, and th~y _have_ yielded very large crops. 
Ve,,et,tble of nearly all. vanet1cs yield almost fabulous crops. 
Ind_ian corn c'.oes as well 111 eastern Oregon as in any State in the 
Un10n, a~d_w!ll soon become a staple prod uction. Fruit promises 
finely. 'Ihi 1s thonght_to be ~s good a fruit country as that west 
of the Casca~e l\lountams, so Justly denominated the "fruit <Yar-
dcn of Amenca." "' 

Its _hot summers _admirably adapt eastern Oregon to the culture 
of s01ghum or Clunese sugar-cane; and sufficient trial has been 

made to wanant tile a sertiol;l that this plant can be pro"duced 
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here as successfully as in any of the N ortlrn-estcrn States. J uclge 
Lano·hlin, of \Yasco County, who has paid some attention to the 
cult~,ation of this plant, in a published letter of hi , elated January 
12 1861, says: "l have cultivated some (sorghum) the past two 
ye~rs and find it grows remarkably well. * '~ It will produce 
doubie as much food as any thing (else) I can raise on the same 
amount of Janel. * * 1\Ir. Phelps, of this county, has made 
some very nice sirnp, and intends cultivating a crop for that pur

pose next scaso11." 
The cost of making this sirnp will not exceed fifty cents per 

gallon. Its market value can not be less than one dollar per gal
lon throughout the country, and t\Y0 or three times as great in 
the mines. Planted in April, the sugar-cane matures well, and 
yields a large per cent. of saccharine juice. A farmer, who would 
<Yivc his entire attention to cultiYating sorghum and manufactur
fiw sirnp in ea~teru Oregon, could not foil of amassing a large 
a:ount of money in a very short space of time. The extent of 
these valley lands is not definitely known, as no official survey 
has ever been made of the region in which they lie, excepting 
comparatively small bodies in the vicinity of the Des Chutes. 
This stream, the large t affluent of the Columbia in Oregon cast 
of the Cascade Mouutainf:, flows through a valley large enough to 
maintain a population of many thousand per~ons. It has already 
some considerable settlements, mostly composed of stock raisers. 

John Day River waters a valley much larger than that of the 
Des Chutes, and of equal fertility. It is unsettled, and offers 
great inducements to formers desiring homes near the mines, 
where a market will always be ready, and produce will command 
high prices. It is about thirty miles east of the Des Chutes, and 
has the same gcner'.1.l trend, both running north into the Columbia. 

Powder River runs through the lars-cst valley in eastern Ore
gon, and probably cqnal to any other m the excellent quality of 
its soil. Emigrants from the East are fast settling np this valley, 
and the prospect is that it will soon contain a large population. 
No settlements were made on Powder River previous to the dis
covery of the gold mine on its head-water;:, but it is stated that 
a large number of the emigrants of this season have already se
lected their future homes there, and expect soon to be surrounded 
by an industrious ancl thriving community, and enjoying all the 
amenities of civilization. 
. Burnt RiYcr has its course through a broken region , very fer

tile, but_ better adapted to grazing than to agriculture. This 
stream 1s southeast from Powder River, and, havin<T the same 
general direction, flows northeast into nakc River. 

0 

East of Burnt River the country is exceedingly uninviting. 
What val leys there arc, arc small and frequently unproductive. 
The Janel, impregnated with alkalies, bas scarcely any vegetation 
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growing upon it except artem1s1a, or sage. Gra~s is scai:ce am1 
of poor quality, even along _th~ stre~ms. Of lns . ent~1:mg t_he 
Burnt River country from tlus rnbosp1table waste,. m ~~s official 
exploration~,·General Frem_o~t says be n?w ~a~~e mto, ~ moun
tainou recr1011 where the s011 1s goocl, and m \\ h1ch the face of the 
country is"covered ,~itl~ nutritive grass~s ~nd dense for~sts; land 
embracin" many var1et1es of trees peculiar to the count1 y, and on 
which th; timber exhibits a luxuriance of growtl~ 1;1nknown t? the 
ea •tern part of the continent an~ to ~urope. 1h1s mountamous 
region " he continues "connect itself m the southward and west
ward \,·ith the elev;ted country bclongin~ to the Cas~ade or 
California Rano-e and forms the eastern limit of the fertile and 
ti~bercd lands"'aiong the desert and mountainous region included 
within the great (Utah) ba in." 

The Grande Ronde, lying a few lea~ucs north of the Po~der 
River valley, is a beautiful circular valley, so!11e twenty or thirty 
mile in diameter, watered by a stream bearmg the s~me. name. 
Surrounded by high hills or spurs of the lllue l\Iounta~ns, 1t am
phitheatrical form, relieving its_ smooth, g1~ssy _surface, mtersected 
by a bold stream fringed_ on either mar~m ,nth small_t!·ees, r~u
ders it sufficieutly charm mg, to my nothmg of ~he fert1lit3: of I!s 
soil, which i unsurpassed. Settlements are bemg made _m this 
vallcv also bv the emigrants who have come over the plams, but 

J' ' J • 
it will not all be occupied this season. 

The Klamath ba in it is said, contains a large tract of good 
ao-ricnltural lands but thi may be que tionable, as no experi
nfents have y~t been made to test its qualities for farming 
purposes. It is a fine grazing district; even in the rniust of 
December it has been found covered with fresh and luxuriant 
o-ra s. The Klamath is a magnificent lake, possessing one feature 
in particular, which lakes do not ordinarily have, viE. : it lias n_o 
water in it. It is a fact, though not gcnC'rally known, that this 
lake is nothing more than a broac1 ~arnnnah, sometimes covered 
in places with a thin sheet of water for a brief period, but uever 
entirely inundated, and capable of being easily drained and 
reduced to cultivation. 

Goo e Lake, Lake Albert, and some others of considerable size, 
lie in the northern part of the "Utah basin, and are said to be 
surrounded by large tracts of as fine agricultural land as can be 
found in the State. That there is some good country around 
these lakes, is certainly true; but enough is not known of this 
region to warraut a positive statement that they are very 
extensive. 

Rogne River valley, occupying the extreme southern portion 
of we tern Oregon, and extending into California, is a broken 
country, or serie of valleys, separated by rollincr highlands, 
covered in ome places with dense forest of fir and ~edar, and in 
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others thinly timbered with oa~, and finely set ~ith grass. It is 
a very good coun~ry f?r farmmg? and a supenor one_for stock 
raising. Rogue River 1s not navigable on_ account of its nume!·
ous cascades. Like all the western port1?n of tl1e Sta!e, tl11s 
valley is well watered by numerous mountam streams, which are 
sufficiently large to afford motive-power for running an_y amount 
of machinery. It is thinlrpop1;1latell, and would ~·urn~ h ho_mc_s 
for an indefinite number of im1mgrants. Jacksonville, its prmc1-
pal town is a place of some importance as a mining town. 

The U~1pqua Valley is a beautiful C?tmtry, draine~ by the 
Umpqua River, a tream of . ome magm~ucle, '.1-nd nay1gable _25 
miles from its mouth for ocean ,essels. Tlus fertile valley contains 
1 ooo ooo of acres. It is principally rolling or hilly land, the face 
of thd country in many places forcibly r~mindin~ one of the rug
o-ecl districts of Vermont, or the charmmg stones he read when 
but a chilcl of the mountain home of the Swiss. 

Numerous tributaries of the U mpq ua, some of them quite large, 
flow through the valley, affording excellent '"."ater P!·ivilcges. 
Perhaps no country is more conycnientJy provided with good 
soil crood timber and <TOOcl water, than the Umpqua Valley. Its 

, 0 , ::, • 1 f' population is about 4,500, lea\'ln~ amp e room or 20,000 more, 
allowincr 160 acres to en.ch family of four persons. Roseburg 
and ·winchester, the mo t important places in this valley, are 
pleasant villages. . . . . 

But the mos_t important a&ncul~ural d1st1:ict m western Oregoi:i, 
and probably m the whole 8tate, 1s the ,V1llamette Valley. It1s 
separated from the Umpqua by the Culapooya Mountains, a 
densely timbered belt, having an altitude of about 5~00? feet, an_d 
extendincr from the Cascade to the Coast Ran~e. rlus valley 1s 
drained by the ,Villamette River, flowing north mto the Columb~a, 
and which is naYigable to the distance of 130 miles from its 
mouth, direct measure, with only a single obstruction. the falls 
at Oregon City. . . . 

No person can survey the Willamette Valley, with its alter_na
tions of rich meadow-like prairies, undulations, ancl beautiful 
streams, without feeling that he beholds the most delightful spot 
in America. The agricultural country lying along the banks of 
the ,villamette, inclnclcs an area nearly equal to that of the en
tire State of Connecticut, with a combination of ad vantages inferior 
to no other section of the United States. l\Ir. ,Villiam IL Knight 
describes this valley as " possessing a soil of unsurpassed fertility, 
a mild and genial climate, an abundant growth of timber, large 
natural pastures, where stock may range unsheltered the year 
round, an excellent commercial position, superior facilities for 
transportation, and a rapidly increasing population." This is 
tating the case in rather too strong a light, and requires some 

qualification in two of its particulars. The population of the 
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,Villamettc nlley has not increa eel very rapidly .~or so1fc ye~rs 
a t' owin<Y to causes which will become mani est w.1~n ~ ic 

p, •' f "' · d'isciissod And the other rno<l1ficat10n "llbJeCt o commerce 1s " · " ,, f . 
' . . 1 j~ that we omctimes have a cold snap ? two ?r 
p1oposet k· ,, d . t' ·n tl1c ,rintcr an<l the last wmter still three wee ·s urn 1011 1 , . . . 1 ,, 
I . ,.0 that stock may not "ran<YC unsheltered they ea1 1 ounc 
ongei,, · r l a a1y year a the ever . year :rncl should not be ,orcec to o o i. . . ' • 1 ' · of tlic ,~·inter month arc very JnJUl'I0US to all contmuons rams · 1· 1 · 

kinds of dome tic animals. A~i<)e from tlus 1g 1t maccuracy, 
l\lr Knio-ht's description i~ certmnly a nry_ correct on,e, and ~he 
· · I "' · . t tie Stntc by the recent th covcry of cxten 1vc uupn se gn en o 1 ... f: ·1 k 

11 f, 11· ti c enster·n border of the State, can not a1 to ma e o-o c 1e c s on 1 .. • f I · it become speedily true in respect t? ~he mcrea c o popu at101.1. 
This ralley is mostly smooth prame l~nd, large boches of 1t 

undulating, but not hilly, intersperse~! at rnterYals, nev~r gre~~er 
than a few mile:-, often much less, with strea1;1s of va~·10us s!zes 
flowin in across the valley from th~ mountams on either side. 
Range~ of'low hills, covered with oak timber, are common through-
out the valley. . 

1 
~ . 

Some of the largest affluents of the Wtlhmctte, as t 10 o.ant1am, 
Yamhill, and Tualatin, are nav~gable to con idero:?le d1 tances 
into the interior; while there J' sca!·ccly one ,~h1ch doe no~ 
afford an ample volume of water to clr!vc any de ired amount of 
machinery for milling and manuf~icturmg .purp~ses. . 

Th ·willamettc, in common with all this reg10n ?f the Pac1fi? 
coa t, belongs to the tertiary period. 'h~lls and ligneous pct1:1-
factions arc numerous, and mammal fo. s1ls h~ve been found 111 

various places in<licatino- a very recent formation. 
The, oil of ~vestcrn O~·egon may be divided into four general 

clm;se~, viz.:- . . . . 
1st. A brown clay loam, of goo<l quality, thmly timbered w1~h 

On k l)ro<lucino- o-ood rrra>ls and affording fine stock range. It 1 
.. , b o b ' , , l f 

found chieli v along the i;:purs of mountam or extendec ranges o 
hill., never 111 the ~level prairie. . 

2d. A dark or black porous soil fo1:med by tl~e adnuxtt~rc ot 
vegetable mold with the clay loam Just de cnbed. This ~011 
occurs only in the valley clo e by or between the mountams, 
and is unrirnlecl in productive power. Both of th.ese classes arc 
thirsty, and suffer whenever the summer rlrought 1s of very long 
duration. 

!3d. A grayi,;h calcareous sandy loam of exceedingly fine quality, 
co,·ercd with a thick turf of grass, and admirably adapted to tl~e 
cultivation of cereals, especially wheat, oats, and b~rley. Thi~ 
class embrace · five-sixths of the entire valley, includmg most of 
the prairie and much of the oak-timbered land. It is little affected 
by drough't, and though not naturally porous, is pulverized with 
great facility, and is exceedingly mellow. 
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4th. A strictly alluvial soil, lying along tho immediate b~nks 
of the river, and composed of sand, vegetable matter, and vanom, 
decompos cl earths, washed by tho current from above. :Most. of 
this class of soil is overflowed in extraordinary fre hets, which, 
however never occur in the growing sea on of tho year, and it is 
unexccll;cl in fertility. 

:Many mall and very rich valley lie along the sea-coast1 :i,ncl 
will doubtle yet become valuable. Among them are the Tilla
mook situatecl on a bay of the ame name, the Celets, the Ya
quina' on Yaquina ~ay ancl river, the Coqi~ille on Coquille River. 
The Coquille and Tillamook already coutam settlements of some 
magnitude. 

IIARBORS.-Therc arc already opened four ports of entry in 
this State. The most important harbor is that of the Colum?ia 
River but it is not the only one likely ever to assume much 1m
porta~ce. Umpqua Rh·er, Port Orfonl, and the Coquille want 
nothino- but the settlement of the rich districts tll'l'Otrndin~ them 
to brin~ them into consideration as commercial points, wlule ves
sel ha,':'e entered everal others and found good harborR. Yaqnina. 
Bay fir t brotwht to notice only a year ngo, is aid to be an ex
cell;nt harbor, ~xtendinrr thirty miles into the coa t, and easy of 
access from the heart of the Willamette valley. 

1-IEALTn.-It would seem invidious to discriminate in favor of 
any portion of the tatc of Oregon in regpect to its salubrity. 
Every thino- that nature could do to render a country perfectly 
healthful h~s been clone for this Statr. Tho mountain air, not 
less than the mountain water, has a vivifying influence; and the 
gentle breezes of summer, coming fresh from the sea, are a pleas
ant and effectual preventive against all the Yiolent diseases or
dinarily to be feared in dry and sultry region . 

The climate of Oregon is thought to be unfavomble to the 
health of persons who are predisposed to pulmonary affections . 
This is probably true. J otwithRtanding thi general opinion, 
however, it i found that fewer persons die here of consumption, 
in proportion to the population, than in any one of the N cw Eng
land State . And it is certainly beyond question, that in m-ery 
other respect, thcr i no other State in the Union worthy to be 
compared with this for salubrity of climate. 

Per ons arc frequently met with here who had been unable to 
perform any labor for years before leaving the Ea t, on accom1t 
of ill health, but have become rugged and trong in this country, 
and are now regularly engaged in their calling without any 
physical inconvenience whatever. 

M1sCELL,L..,.EOus.- ome peculiarities and pecial adaptations 
of this • tatc desen·e to be more particularly noticed, though 
space will not allow this to be done at length. 

SuEEP.-A very intelligent writer of New England calls Ore-
5 
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" th sJ1eep pnstnrc" From what has been exhibited "'On a mammo "' · · l h · J "t· · ·1 1· te nnd mines it will be perce1vec t at, wit 1 
0 its so1 , c 1ma , ... , b l · · l 

l · ty nnd no gr•cnter allowance of hyper o e, 1t m1g rt equa propne ... " ' bl d 
b d · nte'l nlso a mammoth rrrain field and vegeta e gar en, e enomm... , , ... , " · 1 fi d b 
and a mammoth gold placer. In a country emment y. tt~ . y 
nature for so many branche of bu i_nc s as Oregon, d1 crmuna• 
tion in fa,·or of any one particularly, will eem unwa.rrant~d, ;1ot to 
say unjust. But certainly if Oregon has a sp~cialty, rt 1s her 
)re-emlnence aR a wool-growing country. ntrl very. r~cently, 

little attention ha been paid to the _matter of sheep-rarsm~, but 
it is now becoming one of the taplc mtercst. o~ the State. heep 
thri vc better here than in any other tate. Dr ease ~mong t!1em 
is exceedingly rare. They incrcas~ here fa tcr than m the ~ast? 
and the wool is of excellent qnalrt_y. 0;11)'.' ~ne manufaetory ot 
woolen goods is yet in active oper~t101,1. r111s IS located ;1t Salem. 
Another is in conr ·e of construction m Lmn County. f~e wo?l 
clip of the State, in 1861, amounted to 444,000 pounds. fhat 111 

1862 (e timateJ by :Mr. L. E. Pratt of the W;llame~t~ Woolen 
Manufacturing Company), is 344,000 p~H1ncls.. fhe difference of 
amount is owing chiefly to the lo. sc of la t wm~er. Th~ average 
price of wool, in 1861, was 1_ centR a pound; m 1862 rt wa 20 
cents. In respect to the quality of Ore~on wool, ~Ir. Pratt says: 
"There i no inferior wool grown in the State." "\Yhcn the Ea tern 
papers quote the pr!ce of" Orerron wool," they m_islead dealers to 
the prejudice of tl11s State, as ther~ are n_o bu.rs 111 the c~nmtry; 
they probably refer to wool grown Ill ahforma, and are unposed 
upon by dealers of that State. . 

The \,Villamctte 'Woolen Mannfacturmg Company turn out, an
nually, 4,000 pairs of blankets, 10,000 yard~ flannels, 60,000 yards 
cloths and tweeds, and 4,000 pounds stockmg yarn. The cloths 
are worth, on an average, ,·1.12t per yard; the blanket, $8. 

The expense of the factory are ~·56,000. 
LummR.-Every thing has been do)1e ,~•hich nature cou~d do to 

make Oregon to the Pacific what Mame I to the Atlantic coast. 
The be t of timber, with unexampled water privileges convenient 
of acce.s for ea-goin<T ve sels, leaves nothing to be desired in 
this re pcet but cnterp~ising men who will engage in the bu iness 
of supplying foreign markets. . 

F1s11ERIE .-All along the sea-coast oyster and salmon fisheries 
might be made highly profitable. The salmon on this coast arc 
not only more abundant, bnt acknowledged to be of much better 
quality than those of the Atlantic. Clam and cod fisheries might 
also be e tablished along the coast. 

BEES.-The introduction of bee into Oregon is of very recent 
elate. They prosper well, and produce a large amount of honey. 
T,ll'ee years since a hive was worth 150; now it is worth $25. 

FRUIT.-Reference has already been made to this, but some-
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thirw a little more specific is required. For apples and pears 
Oreion is ul1l'ivaled. Cherries thrive passably well. Peaches 
do ~ot generally succeed well, except some very hardy varieties. 
Plums are in great abundance, and finely flavored. Quinces and 
apricots flourish. Grapes are good, e pccially early varieties. 
Shrub fruits generally pr~duce exceedingly well. All in all, 
Orerron is the fruit-garden of America, if not of the world 

P~LSE of all kinds, like cereal , yield largely. 
COlIM.ERCE.-From the geographical po. ition and internal re

source already shown, it does not require that much should be 
said of its commerce. Certain circumstances, however, have pre
vented the development of the strength of the State in this respect, 
the principal of which is the law under which the land of Oregon 
is held. At an early period of the settlement of the country, a 
law was passed by Congress donating 640 acres of land to each 
man having a wife-or rather 320 acres each to the man and wife 
-and 320 acres each to single men settling in the Territory. The 
result of this larrre donation has been to r oder the population of 
the State so . parse that all intere ts of the body social, all the 
nerves of ci,·ihzation ancl progress have been completely paralyzed. 
This effect ha been vi ible more in connection with the commer
cial than with any other branch of the social economy of the State, 
unless it he the educational. It is ho1wd, however, that the e 
detrimental conc,equcnces of the nation' ' liberality will not longer 
continue to operate as they harn done hitherto; since the large
ness of the gift has reduced a great m3:jority of the clonees to 
such 11 condition as compels them to divide their large tracts of 
land. When this is done, and not before, Oregon will begiu to 
exhibit that degree of prosperity for which God has given her 
such ample capabilitief-. 

ScuooLs.-Oregon, though a new country, is not without its 
school sy tern, and the people of the State manifest an interest in 
the subject of education which can not fail of mi ing the intelli
gence and refinement of the count1·y to a hi"'h standard as soon 
as the population i . ufficient. Common school are kept in al
mo t every neighborhood, and grade schools ancl academie arc 
located in several places. Limits of space forbid more specific 
statements. 

Cu 'RCIIBS.-Also the religions statistics of the tate will evi
dence that the immigrant to Oregon need not fear that he is 
coming to a barbarous or half-civilized land. 

TnE QuESTION.-It may now be a ked, where and on what 
terms can land be obtained in Oregon. In the western portion 
of the State, that is in the Rogue River, Umpqua, and ,vma
mette_ rnlleys, the best land is occupied. Farm can be had, how
ever, 111 these valleys, for from $5 to $10 per acre accordin<T to 
I . Tl . ' " ocatron. 1ere rs ample room, and settlement is invited. As 
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c,·ood ao-ricultural land as there is in the world can be bought for 
"' " f I a· . '· per acre in any o t 1esc 1stnc_ts. . . 

The land iu eastern Oregon 1s, for the_ most part, , acant. 
Homes may be obtained by imply o?cupym¥ them under t~1e 
provisions of the homestead law, wh1~h. took effect o~ t,hc £_1st, 
clay of January, 1863, or by the prons10ns of ~h: pie-emption 
la\V. These land' are not yet smTeyecl,_but no difficulty need be 
apprehended on ~his account._ . The in11mgra~t has notlung to d_o 
but to comply with the cond1t1ons _umler_ wlucl~ he takes, and his 
title will be secure to a home for !11s family wl11~h even the. rap:1-
city of pitiless credit?rs can no~ wre t fro~ lum, and which m 
return for moderate mdustry will enable 1nm always to have 
enough and to spare of the good things of this world. 

The followino- additional extracts are from a government 
b 

Report:-
MINERALS. 

By far the most impor~ant 1:1incral resource y~t discovered in 
Oreo-on is the vast deposit of iron known to exist between the 
,¥illamctte River above Portland and the Columbia, at St. 
Helen. Of the entire extent of this valuable deposit there is as 
yet but little knowledge, but it has b?en trace~ a distance of at 
least 25 miles, and is, beyond doubt, mexhaust1blc. 

The mineral resources of Oreo-on, though not so thoroughly 
prospected as those of adjacent "states and Territories, arc b_oth 
extensive and valuable and will no doubt at some future time 
form a prominent sour~e of wealth._ Placer ruining has ~ccn _car
ried on cxtcnsi\·ely and profitably m the southern counties since 
1852, and the mine of John Day and Powder River have yielded 
several millions of dollars since their discovery in 1860. The an
nual product of these mines, until the last two years, has boen 
from 81,500,000 to - 2,000,000. In common with the surface de
posits of elsewhere, there is a gradual diminution as the placer 
become exhausted. New discoveries, however, are being con
tinually made. 

COUNTIES. 

Oregon is divided into 22 counties; the general characteristics, 
boundary lines, population, &c., &c., of each county, are thus 
given in McCormick's Directory:-

BAKER CouNTY is situated ea. t of the Cascade :Mountains, em
braci.110' within its boundaries large tracts of excellent agricultural 
land, together with numerous valuable mining claims which arc 
annually being developed. County seat, Auburn. 

BE~TOX COUNTY contains an area of about 1,556 square miles, 
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and is bounded on the north by Polk County, on the south by Lane 
oil the east by the Willamette RiYcr, and on the west by the Pa: 
cific Ocean. Number of legal voters, 950. County scat, CorYallis. 

Cou;uBJA CouNTY is bounded on the north and cast by the 
Columbia Ri\·er, Oil the south by ,v ashington ancl l\Iultuomah 
counties, and on the west by Clatsop County. According to the 
late census, it contains a population of 449, viz. : males 297 · 
females, 152. ~ umber of voters, 173. Acres of land und;r ml 
tirntion, 745. The total ya] uc of assessable property in the county 
is $159,970. County cat, St. Helens. 

CLACKAMAS COUNTY is bounded on the north by l\Iultnomab 
on the east by the Cascade_ :Mountains, on the south by })farion: 
and on the west by ,v aslungton and ::'IIultnomah. Population 
4,144. County scat, Oregon City. ' 

The establishment of a woolen-factory and a paper-mill at Ore
gon City has. proYNl beneficial to its progress. ~ umber of lcO'al 
voters in the county, 1,242. :N" umber of male~, 2,-!48 · females 
1,696. Acres of bnd under cul ti \"ation, 6,092. Yaluc 'of assc s: 
able property, t·il,605,594. 

CLATSOP CouxTY contains a population of 689, viz.: males, 388; 
female , 301. Voters, 179. Acres of land under cultivation, 760. 
Value of assc sabl~ pr?perty, ~280,000. County scat, .Astoria. 

Cu1rnY Com,TY 1s situated m the extreme southwestern portion 
of the State, and contains a population of 389, Yiz.: males 224 • 
females, 165. Number of Yoters, 105. Number of acres of land 
under cultiva_ti_on, 4-00. Value of 3:sscssable prop~rty, ~ 100,600. 
Largo quant1t1cs of good land, smtable for cultivation remain 
unoccupied in this county. .A new mining district has ~-cccntly 
been opened near the mouth of Rogue River, where hundreds of 
men can fincl employment during eight months of the year. 
County seat, Ellen burg. 

Coos Cou.N'TY is Rituate in the southern portion of the State, on 
the co~st, between Douglas an~l Curry co.unties. The population, 
accordmg to the late census, 1s 1,024, nz.: males, 637; female., 
387. Number of voters, 313. .Acres of land under cultivation 
950. Value of assessable property, in the county $200 ooo'. 
County scat, Empire City. ' ' 

DouGLAS Co ' XTY contains a population of about 4,000, yiz. : 
males, 2,250; female, , 1,750. Number of voters 1 139. :N" umber 
of acres of Janel under cultiYation, 21,404. V ~lu~ of assessable 
property, $1,331,208. County scat, Roseburg. 

GRAXT Coux-ry contains a population of 2,250, viz. : males, 
2,000; foD?alc~, 250. X un:bcr of voters, 1,300. .Acres of land 
nmler cultn-at1on, 5,000. v aluc of assessable property, $295,000 
County scat, Canyon City. 

JACK.SOX Co~XTY _is. si~uate in the southern portion of the 
State, and contams w1thm its boundaries rich O'Old mine which 

" ' 
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o-ive employment to a large number of its citizens. The popula

tion of the county is 2,055, viz.: males, 1,755; _fcm_alcs, 1,200. 

Nnmbcr of voters, 1,253. Acres of bud under cultivation, 13,001. 

Y alue of as essable property, $1,20 ,4G5. County scat, Jackson-

villc. 
J OSEP1m,E CouNTY is situate in the southern portion of Ore-

aon between Jackson antl Curry counties, and contain a popu

Jati~n of about 2 000. The as essable property in the county is 

estimated at •300'.ooo. County scat, Kerbyville. 
L.\XE CouN"TY is situate in the central portion of the State, 

extending from the Pacific Ocean to the Cascade Range. The 

population of this county is 5,527, viz.: males, 3,077; females, 

2,450. X nmbcr of lc~al voters, 1,318. Acres of land under 
cultivation, 30,G 3. Value of a sessable property, $3,000,000. 

County seat, Eugene City. 
L1xx CousTY is itnate north of Lane, and contains a popula-

tion of 7,70ll, being an increase of 937 since 1 6G. In 1850 the 
population of this county was only 994. Linn County contains an 

area of 877 square miles, or 561,200 acres. Number of males in 

the county, 4,:2;35; females, 3,474. Voters, 2,250. Acres of land 

umkr cultinition, 49,405. Yaluc ofassessable property, $2,500,000. 

During 18u5 a splendid brick court-house was rected at Albany, 

the county seat, at a cost of 31,000. The post-offices in this 

county are ~\.lbany, Peoria, Lebanon, Scio, Brownsville, Pine, and 

llarribburg. 
~!.\mo:-. Com,TY contains a population of about 9,000. County 

seat, alcm. 
Mi:LTXO)L\11 Cot:XTY is situate on the bank of the "\Villamette 

IliYCr, in the northern portion of the State, and is the wealthiest 

county in Oregon. It contains a population of 7,000, viz. : males, 

4,0:!0; female , 2,980. .._ T umber of voter:., 1,723. :Male under 

21, 1,540. Acres of laud uncler cultivation, 4,051. The total 

value of assessable property is 84,517,291. Since 1865 the popu

la~io1~ ha _inc~·cascd 1,0 G. Por_tlantl, the county scat, is the 
prmc1pal city m the State. Dnnng the past yt>ar a new court

hou. e ha been erected at a cost of 100 000. Numerous brick 

buildings and d ,veiling-houses ha Ye ~!so' been constructccl, and 

the city wear an a·pe~t of general prosperity. 
PoLK Cot:XTY contams a population of 4-,993, viz. : males, 2,788; 

female", 2,205. umber of voters, 1,125. Acre of land under 

cultivation, 90,127. Value of assessable property in the county 

$1,033,170. County scat, Dallas. • ' 
Tn,L.nIOOK Cou:-.TY contains a popnlation of about 300. 

Uxrnx Cou~---rY is situate east of the Cascade Ranae of moun

tain , antl contains a population of about 2,000. N"umber of 

voters, 705. County seat, Le Grande. 
U lL\TILLA CouNTY contains a population of 1,805, viz. : males, 
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1,049; females, 750. Number of voters, 79'7. Acres of land 

under eultiYation, 5,770 .. Value of asse_ssable property, '887,148. 

WASCO CouxTY contams a population of 1,898, viz.: male, , 

1,092; females, 806. r umber of voter., 604. Value of assessable 

property, $1,771,420. County seat, Daile . 
1,V ASIIIN"GTON' CouNTY contains a population of 3,491, viz. : 

~ales, 1,903; fem~les, 1,578. Number of voters, 824, being an 
mcrea e of 120 smce 1 65. Acres of land under cultivation 

14,224. County scat, Hillsborough. ' 
YAMIIILL CoUN'l.'Y contains a population of 4-,018, viz.: males, 

2,200; females, 1, 1 . Number of voters, 1,082. Acres of land 

under cultivation, 26,343. Yalue of assessable property, 1,000,000. 

County seat, Lafayette. 

The subjoined is from the J nue Report (186 ) of the De

partment of Agriculture:-

Lane County returns $2 per acre as the averaae value of unim

provetl l~nds in that C<;mnty; a_ portio_n prairie, but mostly adja

cent to l:11l_ls_ or mountams; quality various-some quite good, but 

the decltv1t1es and barren hills detract from the immediate value 

of many tracts. In olnmbia, ,·3.50 is the average per acre; 

mo tly timber and brush land; such timber as yellow and white 

fir, hemlock, spruce, cedar, soft maple, ash, and alder. In the 

castern_part of t)rn county it is bl~ck mold underlaid with clay; 

ad,•ancm9 we t 1t changes to a light sandy loam; will protluce 

good gram, grass, and vegetables. The averao-e in Multnomah is 

1.50 per acre, including GoYernment lan<lt chiefly dry tim

bered lands o[ _fine qua)ity, cedar, _ash, oak, m~ple, and hem'lock; 

capable of raismg all krnds of grarn and fruits suited to the lati

tude. Much of the_ surfr~ce of Dougla County is mountainous, 
and mo t of that ,~ Inch will serve for pasture i m private hanclR; 

but as there arc still Government lands vacant, unimproved lands 

can no~ rate much above the minimum for public lands. Probably 

two-tlmds of the land of the 'tate are for sale at Government 

pri~es; settlements n~w being principally confined to a strip bor

dcrmg upon the Pacific, and embracing about one-third of the 

ar a of the State. 
Columbia and Multnomah report iron ore in <Treat abundance 

and the for~er r.ilso coal and salt, with but little"'development be~ 

yond suffic1~~t to demon~trate tl~c pre,encc of the minerals in 

large qua~titic , of upen~r quality, and ca·ily worked. Both 

gold ~n_d silver are found m Douglas County, but not in large 

quaut1t~es, and few . of t!1e mines ~re worked at present. The 
mountams are heav ily timbered with fir cedar and pine· tho 

hills with oak and other deciduous tree$. ' ' ' 

V cgetablcs, fruit, and hay are the principal crops in Columbia, 
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and are cultivated ,~ith success in lll,rge quanti~ies and wi~h profit. 
Vegetables and fruit are ~l o largely and pi?fit~bly g1own, to
<Yether with general crops, m Multnomah; wlulst m Lane, wheat 

-r; the staple, but oats and potatoes are successfully grown. ,v~eat 
yields from twenty to thirty bush ls to the acre, and often we1_ghs 
sixty-two to sixty-four pounds per bus_hel: Oa~s. are_ supen~r; 
twenty-five to forty bushels per acre, weigbmg thuty-six t<? forty 
pounds to the bushel. Peas grow well, but arc troubled with the 
bu<Y or fly. Corn yields a fair crop, not very large but of good 
quflit . Barley <loes very well. Our J?ougl_as reporter says:-

" ,Vool is the crop and sheep the specialty ~n thi valley. Fme 
wool sheep have been. mostly . ought; _but owmg, as farmers ~~p
po e, to the long-contmued rams of ~nuter, sheep of'. tl?e mei ~no 
grades are not so healthy as the tra1ght-wooled vanetics, winch 
now seem to be favorites." 

\Vhite winter wheat an<l common red-chaff spring wheat are 
<Yrown in Columbia· but the white is preferred, as making the 
best flour. It is ali~ost impossible to sow spring wheat, on ac
count of the rain so a to ripen in season to harve t before the 
fall rains set in. ',V11ite wheat is also preferred in l\lultnomah 
for the same reasons. The Rio Grande, Club, and Mediterranean 
arc grown in Lane, but the winter varieties are mostly raised. 
The winter wheat is sown in August and September, and the 
spring seed in 1\I~rch ancl April, ~s most practicable. Harvest 
commences the middle of July with the fall-sown crop, and ex
tends into September for the spring grain. The seed is chiefly 
sowed hroadca t; much being sowed after the plow and har
rowed in. 

Apples, peaches, pears, plums, cherries, qninces,_berries ~n ya
riety, grow abundantly, and our correspondents claim supcr~onty 
for their State in the culture of fruits adapted to that latitnde. 
Our Lane reporter writes as follows:-

" For most kind of fruit this country is very good indeed. 
Apples and pears do the be t; peachc. tolerably; cherries, though 
uncertain, are a good crop. The small fruits do exceedingly well 
-gooseberries, currants, Lawton blackberries, and black and red 
Antwerp raspberries yield profusely. Strawberries are a very 
singular crop; when they fruit, they yield remarkably and of 
fine quality, but some seasons they blossom and do not bear, and 
yet not killed by the frost. Apples yield from one hundred to 
three hundred bushels per acre, the trees being yet small, thongh 
the crop is sure every year." 

fo. Douglas, all kinds of fruit suited to the temperate zone suc
ceed well; apple , pears, and plums better than in the l\lissi ·sippi 
Valley; peaches and cherries not so well; the yield is abundant, 
and the fruit fine, but as yet there is no market, and the surplus 
is fed to the hog . 
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CORRE PONDENCE. 

JACKSO.'.'l'VILLE, OREGO~, August 3, 1868. 

nIR. F. B. GoDDARD :-
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DEAR Sm: * * * I have 1~sided in t_his valley since 1853, so 
that the following statements may be relied upon as correct. . 

The general character of this par~ of southern Oregon 1s 
mountainous; Rogue l{iver valley_ 1s nearly s:m:ounded by 
mountain · the outlets southwardly 1s over the Siskiyou foun
tain into ;,orthern Califomia, and northwa!·dly, partly along 
Rogue River, through the famous fourteen mile canon, on to the 
Willamette valley. 

The lands in Ro,...ue River valley are mostly taken up, and ar_e 
in a high state of ~ultivation with good improvement ; t~e s<?il 
is exceedingly fertile. Ot~tsicle of the v3:lley proper there 1s_still 
a lar<YC amount of unclauned land snbJCCt to entry, specially 
adapU)cl to oTazinrr. The prices of improved lands vary_ accord
ing to the "'quality of the soil, improvemeuts, and locat10n, and 
rano-e from fiyc to twenty dollars per acre. 

Farm hand commaml from thirty to forty dollars per mo~th 
and boanl. During the present harvest, there has be~n a scarcity 
of hands. Day laborers receive two dollars and fifty e~nts per 
day, and mechanics from three to four dollars per day, com. 

Our climate is mild; winters never severe; snow eldom falls 
in the valley ten inches de<'p, and remains _on the ground but. a 
short time. The summer are pleaf'ant, savmg a fe~v hot dars rn 
midsummer when the thermometer ranges as l11gh as mnety 
degrees, F~lll'. The nights, however, arc alwap cool. Rain 
seldom fall in the months of July, August, and September; the 
"rainy sea on" us1!ally c?m~ences in ~ ovemb~r. 

The health of this reg10n 1s proverbial, and 1s unsurpassed by 
any portion of the Pacific coa. t . 

The immediate Yicinity of this town, the county scat ?f Jack
son County is a minin<Y re<Yion and in former year, an immense 
amount of gold has be~n ~taincd by placer mining; the mines 
arc still remuneratiYe. Coal is found in the valley, but has not 
been sufficiently developed to determine its ~xt_ent 01· quality. 

Quartz rnininrr has been conducted to a hm1tccl e;,.:tcnt; good 
paying lodes are known to exist, and only need capital _to invest 
m this kind of' enterprise, to make it profitable. Of timber ,~·e 
have abundance of pitch and sugar pine, fir, white aml black-oak, 
a. h, maple, alder, laurel, &c. The pine and fir make excellent 
lumber, worth from twenty to twenty-five dollai:s pe'.' l\I. . 

Wheat an l oats arc the principal crops of gram raised_; Indian 
corn or maize is cultivated to a limited extent, the cool mghts are 



74 WIIERE ·ro Ell1IGRATE, AND WIIY. 

not favorable to its cultivation. No part of our country can 
produce better fmit than we have here, as apples, peaches, pears, 
cherric , plums, grapes, berries, and melons; garden vegetables 
of all kinds are excellent. 

The price of wheat previous to the present harvest was one 
dollar per bushel, and oats seventy-five cents. The incoming 
crop is abundant, and will not command exceeding one-half the 
above prices. 

We are so distant from the ocean, without the facilities of river 
navi"'ation or railroad, that we have no reliable market for our 
surplus produce; the surrounding mineral regions furnish our 
principal markets. 

Our nearest point to the ocean, from whence we receive our 
merchandise, is distant one hundred and twenty miles by land car
riage, over high mountains; the cost of transportation being from 
sixty to seventy dollars per ton. 

Our valley is well supplied with schools, and Sabbath services 
are held in J acksonvillc and in different sections of the valley, 
by ministers of the Methodist (Northern and Southern) and 
Presbyterian churches; and by Roman Catholic in Jackson
ville. 

The inhabitants of this region are from every section of the 
Union, and also from different countries of the Old "\V orld. 

WILLIAM HOFFMAN, 
Notary Public. 

The postmaster at the DALLES writes:-

Therc is plenty of vacant land hereabouts. Improved lands 
command, say ·· 10 per acre. Laborers get :i;-10 per month coin. 
The climate is much milder than same latitude east. There is 
some gold, plenty of timber, &c. Price of wheat and barley, 
$1 per bnJ1el, oat 75 cents. Ample market at home. School 
and religion adrnntages of Dalles City are good. County 
thinly settled. Nationality of the people is mostly American 
and German. 
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WASHINGTON TERRITORY. 

UNTIL the late purchase of Alaska, Washington Territory 
was the extreme northwestern possession of the United States. 
It has a frontage on the Pacific, and is flanked on the south 
by Oregon, and on the west by Idaho. Its area in square 
miles is about 70,000, embracing the " Cascade Mountains," 
and the mighty Columbia, which drains a large portion of the 
Territory and forms its southern boundary. 

The" Cascade Mountains" are a continuation of the same 
range kno\\·n as the Sierra Nevada, and derive their name 
from the many beautiful waterfalls and cascades which flash 
and sparkle in the sunlight from numerous crags and crevices, 
flecking the gorges and mountain sides with silvery foam, and 
breaking the solitudes with their murmuring music. The 
crests of these mountains are not so high as those of the ranges 
farther south, with the exception of a few solitary peaks, the 
altitude of the chain rarely exceeding 5,000 feet above the 
snow line. 

The whole Territory is highly favored with navigable wa
ters. The Columbia, rising in the Rocky Mountains, is navi
gable throughout nearly its whole length, and furnishes a 
main artery of communication with the interior. Its head 
waters almost interlace with those of the Missouri, and the 
navigable waters of these two vast rivers are but 450 miles 
apart. Other rivers intersecting the mountains, afford passes 
for the easy construction of roads. 

The climate of the Territory is similar to that of Oregon, 
and also much resembles that of England in temperature 
and amount of rain-fall. It may be described as exceedingly 
beautiful, and agreea1le. For convenience of description, 
three divisions are generally made of Washington Territory, 
viz. : Western, Eastern, and Middle Washington. 
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"W ESTER"N ,v ASIII"NGTON includes the Puget Sound basin, the 
valley of the Chehalis, the ba in of Shoal water Bay, and the coun
try drained by the Lower Columbia and its northern tributaries, 
the principal of which is the Cowlitz. Ridges, spurs of the Cas
cade and Coast ranges of monntaing, clearly demarcate the c sev
eral ,mbclivisions, and a divcr-ity of soil, products, and geological 
conformation ascribe distinctive features to each. 

"PoGET Sou. n.-This is the general cognomen of that vast 
ramification of waters to which have been given, by illustrious 
navi~ators, the name. of Straits of Juan de Fuca, Admiralty Inlet, 
Hood's Canal, and Puget Sound, together with the almost innu
nierable bays, harbors, and inlets, each enjoying a separate name, 
and many of which would afford commodious and adequate har
bor for the combined navies of the world." 

Commissioner '\V1LSON says:-

In respect to its interior water system, and its immense forests 
of tine timber, this Territory stands unrivaled. It posses cs more 
excellent harborR than any other State or country of equal extent 
on the face of the globe. 

Admiml '\,V1LKEs, in 1 4:1, thus spoke of these waters:-

N othing can exceed the beauty of these waters and their safety. 
Not a shoal exists within the traits of Juan de Fuca, Admiralty 
Inlet, or Hood's Canal, that can in any way interrupt their navig-a
tion by a 74 gun-ship. I venture nothing in saying there is ~no 
country in the world that pos es es waters equal to these. They 
coyer an area of about 2,000 square miles. The shores of ail 
these inlet and bays are remarkably bold; so much so that in 
many places a ship's side would strike the shore before the keel 
would touch the ground. The country by which these waters are 
surroundecl is remarkably salubrious, and offers every advanta<TC 
fo~· the acco~unodation of a vast commercial and military mari1fe, 
':1~h conveme~1cc for docks, and a great many sites for towns and 
c1t1e~; at a~l times well_ impplicd with water, and capable of being 
provided with every thm(T by the surrounding country which is 
well adapted for agricult~re. ' 

The Straits of Juan de 1-i'nca are 95 miles in len<Tth and have 
an average wiclth of 11 miles. At the entrance ( ci<Th't miles in 
width) no\langerexists,aml it may_ be safclynavigated'throughout. 
No part of the world affords finer mland sounds, or a <Treater 1rnm
bcr of harbors, ~h~n are found within the Straits of J~an de Fuca, 
capable of rece1nng the largest class of vessel and without a 
danger in them which is noCvisiblr. From the 'rise and fall of 
the tides (18 feet) every facility is offered for the erection of works 
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for a great maritime nation. The country also affords as many 
sites for water power as any other. 

According to JAs. S. LAWSON, of the United States Coast 

Survey, the shore line of these waters is 1,594 miles in length. 

Around this " :Mediterranean of the orth Pacific" are nu

merous flcurishing towns, among which are Port Discovery, 

Port Townsend, Port Madison, Port Gamble, Bellingham 

Bay, &c., &c. 
R1v1ms EMPTYING INTO PUGET SouNn.-Firat, upon the north, 

is the Lummi, a large and rapid river, with much excellent 

grazing and agricultural land upon its borders, upon which, 

however, few settlements have as yet been made. 
Next, south, is the Skagit River, naturally navigable for 

some 50 miles, and noted for its heavy timber and rich agri

cultural lands. The Stit-a-quamisb, with valuable timber, 

and evidences of coal upon its banks. The Snoqualmie and 

Snohomish, navigab1e, well timbered, and with much first

rate agricultural land. The Dwamish, scene of the terrib1c 

Indian massacre in 1855, in which eleven men, women, and 

children were killed and shockingly mutilated. · 

The Puyallup Ri,·cr is a fine stream. There is much good 

agricu1tural land in the valleys of' the Puyallup and the Stuck. 

The soil is good and the bottoms are well settled. " These 

lauds yield heavy crops of wheat, barley, oats, and some corn 

has succeeded well. Vegetables attain an enormous size. 
The high lands are generally rolling aud well adapted to cul

tivation." 
Mr. BROWNE says:-

The Snohomish valley rnries from one to three miles in width 
with a soil equal to · the best bottom Janel in the "\V c. tern States'. 
Th~ gro?·th in the bottoms consi ts of alder and vine maple. 
Umon City has been started near the mouth, nncl several claims 
ha Ye been taken. A great quantity of Ycry desirable l::mtl is still 
Yacant. Information derived from surveying parties justifies the 
s~atcment that the land upon the forks is similar to that npon the 
nYe1-. The anrap;e yield to the acre in this valley is as follows: 
Potatoes, 000 bushels; wheat, 40 bushels; peas, 60 bushels; tim
othy hay, 5 tons; oats, 70 bushels. 
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And of the Valley of the Chehalis:-

This valley is the richest and most extensive body of agricul
tural land west of the ascade Mountains. Indeed, _Chehalis and 

Lewis counties, and the portion of Thurston drarne? b)'. these 

streams, may be pronounc?d t_hc garden spot of W a, hm~ton 
Territory. The valley Yanes m breadth fro~1 1-5 to 50 m1l~s. 
From the mouth of the Satsop through to Hood _s Canal, ~lo eel m 
by the Black Hill!, and the Coast Range, there 1 · a beautiful open 
valley some 14 or J 5 miles wiclc. In fact, the whole country, 
from the Chehalis to the bead of the sound and the head of !food's 

Canal, i well adapted to farming puq~o cs.. P_rairie la_n~ ~o th~ 
extent of 50,000 acre , sn!ted for grazm_g, _bes 111 the v1c1111ty of 
Gray's harbor and the rich bottom sk1rt111g all these streams, 
covered with ~n unclergrowth of alder, maple, &c., so easily 
cleared, would furnish fa- t-class farms for a vast number of 

settlers. 

Commissioner W1L ON says of this valley:-

Mo t of the land has been surveyed. The valley contains 

about 400,000 acres, part prairie, an<l part timber; about 

250,000 acres of which are yet unoccupied. The population 

of the valley consists of about two hundred settlers and their 

families. 
• Mr. BROWNE further says:-

The Chehalis is na,·igablc at all tides for vessels of light draught 
or small ri ,·er steamer , a far a the mouth of the ,v ynoche, and 
at hi<rh tillc to the month of the Satsop, where there i a ticlal 
rise a~1d fall of 18 inches. At the !owe. t water, for two or three 

months in the year, shoal places might obstrnct navigation, but 
for eicrht months no difficulty need prevent a cending as far as 
Claqu~to, where the territorial road between Olympia and Mon
ticello crosses the Chehalis lfo·er. The )Iessrs. Goff, of Claqnato, 

h:we just put on this river a good light-<lraught stern-wheel boat, 
and they expre, s the as~uranec that they can make trips most of 

the year to Boi. fort Pmirie, some miles above Claquato. All the 
streams abound with salmon, trout, and many varieties of edible 
fi h. Elk and other game, large and small, arc plentiful. Coal 
has been discovered on the north side of the riyer, and also upon 

several of the tributary streams. 
S110ALWATER BAY is full of :-hoals and flats, and at low ticlc 

about half it area i. bare; good but narrow channels run through
out its extent, worn by the several streams which empty into it. 

Thc~e flat arc coYel'ed with oy. ters, which constitute the chief 

article of export. Codfi. h, halibut, and sturgeon are abundant. 
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Several varieties of salmon arc al o found, and in SJ~ring large 
shoals of small berrino- enter the bay. The annual h1pments of 

oysters to San Francisco i about 35,000 basket ; abou~ 5,000 

ba~kets more arc sent to Portland, Oregon, and other pomts on 

the Columbia River. . 
CLIMATE OF ,VESTER:s-WASIIINGTOx.-The clunate of 'Yestern 

Wa!'hinoton is es entially different from that of_thc portion. cast 
of the C~scade Mountains. The fact that there IS cornvarat1v_ely 
no winter in so high a latitude may be a matter ot smpnse. 

Properly speaking, however, there arc but two seasons, the dry 
ancl the rainy. The grades <;>f temperature an~1 the acco_mpam
ments which in other countne of the same latitude ascribe the 

features and title to the four seasons, spring, summer, autumn, and 
winter are here in great mea urc obliterated, or at lea, t so dimly 
marked that the sea on imperceptibly run into each other, and 

lose their distinctive line of c.livis10n. It is not unrnmal for the 
three winter months to be mild, without snow or ice, the gr~ss 
<rrowin<r meanwhile. In February, the weather may occur ID1ld 

~ncl gc~ial as l\Iay, to" be succeeded in 1\larcl~ or April w_ith our 
coltle t weather. In July and August, days m some portion. of 
which the maximum temperature will reach 90° or I 00°, arc 

Rometimes followed by cold nights, occasio1?ally ac~ompanied by 

heavy frost. The rainy season pr~per bcgn~s late_ 111 Octobe1: or 
early in ovembcr, and may be said to contmt~c till the cnsum~ 
April. It frequently happens after the first r:u_ns_ tlrnt weeks ot 
weather similar to India.n summer occur, and 1t 1s seldom that 

one or other of the months of January, February, or March do~i, 
not prove continuously mild and clear. Th~ summers of this 
Territory arc unsurpassed in the world. \Vh1le man_y da;ys arc 
excceclinaly warm the ni<rhts arc always cool and refrcshmg, as 

if specially intended for wholes<;>me slee1~ing. _In the winter 
months, six in number, rams 1n·eya1l. No cltsappomtrnent should 
be felt if fallin<r weather occurred some part of each 24 hourR, 
and yet many bright sunshiny clays rclieYe the long-continued 

· f ,v I. to 'f ·t * * * * ramy eason o a 11ng n e1:n ory. . . . 
EA TERN ,v ASIIINGTON.-Th1s port10n of the Territory IR 

bounded on the we t by the Columbia R.inr. It may be CO;l· 

sidercd as the aggregation of the \Valla_ Walla valley, the ba~m 
of the Lower nakc RiYcr the Great Pl:1111 ea t of the Columb1n, 

circumscribed by the big bend o'. that river, and diyided by the 
Grand Cowlec, the Spokane R1Yer valley and plams, and the 
valley of the Pen d'Oreille, under the general name of Col

ville. 
The valleys of all these rivers and their numerous branches 

afford ahunclancc of excellent farming lands, yielding heavy 

crops. The table-lands and surrounding hills are possessed of 

soil of like character. In consequence of the absence of water, 
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or difficulty of irrigation, which was deemed a sine quct non to 
their successful cultivation, until very recently no attempts w~re 
mac1c to convert these lands into farmd; but as settlement 111-

crca es, they are being occupied aml_ vcrY: successfully cultivated. 
For grazing, these table-lands ~ml . 1dc lulls can ~ot be excelletl 
They are con•red with a luxnr1~nt growt)1 of nat1ye b_unch-gruss 
of most nutrition quality. Durmg the rams of spm!g 1t seems ~o 
attain its growth, and throngh the c1ry season :vluc_h follows 1t 
stands to be curc<l. into the be~t of hay, preservrng its strength 
aml e culent properties all winter. 

Colville valley has much rich land which is unoccupied 
and open to the immigrant. JuooE ·wycrrE, of the upremc 
Court of Washington Territory, thus speaks of it:-

On the rich lands now unoccupied in the valley and on Muc1 
Lake :mcl alone, 011 different point on the Columbia River, there 
arc ~ow the fificst opportunities for settlement anc1 happy and 
pro pcrons homes of any part of this upper coas~. From ~00 to 
300 familie may find as rich l~nd a th? su!l lnn~s on, with no 
timber to be cleared, a.ml with splendid timber Just at hand, 
and-the finest streams, and needing only the touch of the hu -
bandman's hand to yield abundant harvests. 

Respecting Colville, Mr. BROWNE says :-

This vicinity has attracted mnch attention as a gold mining 
rec,ion since 1854; indeed the name of" Col ville" has at,tachecl to 
th~ whole mining region of the pper Colu_mbia and its tribu
taries, south of the 4Dth parallel. Gold I found on all the 
streams and bars from tho Spokane River to the northern bound
ary, and up the Pen d'Oreillc to tho Catholic Mission. The richer 
fields of British olum bia have attracted thither white miners, 
but a largo number of Chinamen have founc1 successful employ
ment on these various bars for the pa!>t se,·eral years. 

* * * * * 0 * * * * * 
There is no hazarcl in the statement that, for health ancl salu

brity, there is no climate in the world which snrpa ses that of ,v ashington Territory in the t\vo portions ea t of tho Cascade 
Mountains. 

MrnDLE WAsmNGTON.-This division of tl1e Territory lies 
between the main Columbia and the Cascade }fountains; 
branches of the Columbia ramify through it in every direc
tion, with many beautiful valleys and much arable land well 
grassed and wooded. 
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Mr. BROWNE continues:-

South of the Yakima is a low divide separating its waters 
from the waters flowing into the main Columbia, in that portion 
of the river where, after leaving Fort \Yalla ,Valla, it proceeds 
westward. This divide has a general parallel course to the 
Columbia, is nearly cast and west some 30 miles from the main 
river, and between it and the Columbia is a large body of arable 
land, nearly every acre of it adapted to cereals. This country 
has not come under the ob e1Tation of a scientific party with 
instruments in hanc1, but has been much traveled over by intelli
c,ent officers of the Indian service ancl by the practical agricul
turist of the country. Little stream flowing from the southern 
side of thi di,·ide, which is well wooded all through, pa s clown 
to the main Columbia, wat ring the country and furnishing tho 
means of supplying the farm and animals with water. * * * The 
fore t c,rowth of the upper waters of the Clearwater, and of the 
main olumbia from above the month of the W enachee, fur
nishes inexhaustible supplies, which, after being rafted down the 
streams-that is, the Snake and Columbia rivers-will furni8h 
settlements m the vicinity of tho. c rivers with firewood and 
lumber at moderate rate . So great arc the facilities for raning 
that it almost amounts to a continnou fore talon"' the stream . 

,vhcn this interior becomes settled there wi.11°:he a chain of 
agricultural settlements all the way from \Valla Walla to the 
Dalles, south of the Columbia, along the streams just mentioned 
ancl north of the Columbia, on the beautiful table-land which 
border11 it from the Walla W a.Ila westward. The Dalles is a 
narrow place in the Columbia River where the channel has been 
worn out of the rocks, below which, about IO miles, is the mouth 
of the Klikitat River, who c general valley furnishes the route 
of communication with the main Yakima ancl the several inter
mediate streams, the trails pursuing a generally northerly direc
tion. In thi Klikitat valley is much good farming land. It is 
also worthy of observation that gold was found to exist, in the 
exploratwns of 1853, thronghout the whole rec,ion between the 
Cascades and the main Colnmbia, to the north 

0
of the boundary, 

and paying localities have ince been found at several points, par
ticular) y on the southern tributary of the W enachee. The gold 
quar~z also is fonnc~ in the r ac~1c s River. The gold-bearing 
cros m_g th_e Columbia ~ncl stretchmg along Clark's Fork and the 
Kutame River unqucstwnahly extends to the Rocky fountains. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
All the cro1)s of the Middle States, includinc, corn can be cul-. ~ ' llvatccl successfully in the Yakima valley. This statement is 

based upon reliable information from settlers who have resided 
there, and farmed for several years past. 

6 
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MINERAL RESOURCES. 

CoAL.-The appearance of yc~ns and outcroppings of coal in 
almost every section of the Ter~·1to;-y ,~est of t~e C,ascad~ ~foun
tains indicate its very general distnbut1on and mexhaust1v e s~p
ply. It is found on the Columbia, as also upon stream~ ~mptyii:g 
Jirectly into the Pacific; it appears at C~allam Bay, JUSt w1~h~n 
the Straits of Fuca; following round our mland sea, we find 1t m 
exhanstlcss fields back of Seattle, then upon the Sto-ln-aua-mah, 
and at Bellino-ham Bay, in the extreme north. Its presence _at 
intermediate ~ections, within an area bounded by the above des1_g· 
nated point upon the Cowlitz and Skoo~um Chuck, ~he Chehalis, 
ancl on the Dw:11nish,Black, ancl Green nvers, attest 1ts thoroug!1 
and universal diffusion-the continuity of the strata through this 
whole region. 

FJSilERIES. 

PuGET SouND AND TrrE N ORTITERN F1srrERI~s.-Pro11~.in~nt 
among the resources of the Puget Sound country 1s the bmld~ng 
of fishing schooners and using them in the north_ern cod fishenes. 

The cod and halibut banks in the North Pacific, both on the 
Asiatic and American coasts, and also around the intervening 
islands, are known to be nume~·ot!s, and fish_ abundant. . 

The market for cured fish w1ll mcrcase with the supply. Five 
hundred schooners averao-in" 100 tons burden each, and employ-

' "' 
0 

• b . . l th in" 5 000 men cn"a"ed in the fislung nsmess, wit 1 more an 
"' ' ' "' "' ~ l P 'fi ordinary fisherman's luck, would not over supply t 10 aCI c mar-

ket. San Francisco would, of course, be the whole ale c~nter of 
trade and supply for California and other mining_ c?untnes, the 
Pacific islands and fleet Ilon<T-Kono- and other Asiatic ports, and 
all ports south to VaJpa;·aiso. "'pec:iyed cod,fish, ~ia the}Iorn, will 
no longer be a marketable article 111 San Francisco. Ihe Atlan
tic cod fleet, American, English, and French, numb~r some 3,000 
vessels, manned with about 30,000 men; yet the price of dry and 
pickled fish has been gradually rising for the last 15 ye~rs, a_nd 
this, too, under the bounty act of Congress ancl the reciprocity 
treaty with Great Britain. 

* * * * * * * * 
With no rivalry from the East or elsewhere; with abundanc~ 

of fish, unfrequent storms during the fishing season, the bes~ cli
mate to cure fish, safe harbors, salt by the cargo at a co~p~rat1vely 
low price, and all the requisite provisions fo~· an 0~1tfit, 1t 1s scarce
ly possible to overate the advantages of th1s reg1011 as the great 
fishery of the North Pacific. The Sound waters are full of clams 
a11cl small fish for bait, and good ship-timber can be had near the 
i;hores for the mere cost of cutting. 
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.AGRICULTURAL l?ESOURCES. 

We subjoin a portion of the June Report (1868) of the De
partment of .Agriculture, respecting the agricultural resources, 
&c., &c., of Washington Territory :-

The average value of wild or unimproved lands in Clallam 
County is $1.25 per acre, covered with a dense growth of heavy 
timber. When cleared, the high land is capable of producing 
good crops of wheat, oats, barley, &c., and the low lands will 
yield, in addition to the cereals, abundant crops of hardy vege
tables. The same average price rules in Pacific; land saiu to ~be 
of little value except for timber. Lands entered, but unimproved, 
in Wahkiacum have advanced 50 per cent. since 1860. There is 
still much Government land in this county; but it is generally 
hilly and covered with fir timber, which will not pay for cle:nin". 
The settled land is chiefly valley-heavy, rich alluvial soil, suitcfd 
to the cereals and vegetables. Clarke County averages $1.25 
per acre and lV alla ,Valla $2, the former mostly uneven and 
heavily timbered with fir; soil about second quality; no vacant 
prairie land. In ~he latter C?unty the laud is prairie, good for 
wheat and splendid for grazmg. There is a Yast quantity of 
Government land remaining for sale or subject to entry under the 
homestead laws or soldiers' warrants in this Territory. 

In the counties named no mineral resources of consequence, 
except coal, have been developed as yet. Coal is saicl to exist in 
lar?'C quantities in some localities. 1'imber is abundant. 

fn speaking of resow·ces of the soil, our W ahkiacum reporter 
says:-

" The valley land is almost inexhaustible. I have examined it 
down 10 feet, and found it about as rich as it is at the surface. In 
the valley the principal timber is soft maple, alder, with scatter
ing spruce, very thick underbrush. It costs from $25 to $50 per 
acre to clear it." 

Beef and wheat are the staple productions of Walla Walla 
County, its extended prairies furnishing a rich grazing region. 
Our Clarke reporter writes as follows:-

" Wheat, hay, and apples are our chief crops. Wheat is cul
tivated by nearly all the farmers; average yield about 25 bushels 
per acre; yield of the county this year (1867), 75,000, of which 
55,000 was winter wheat. No rust, no weevil, very little smut, 
sound and healthy; average price, $1 in coin ; cost, 80 cents per 
bushel; net profit, 20 cents per bushel, $5 per acre in coin. Hay, 
mostly herds-grass, averages two tons to the acre; about 3,500 
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acres cultivated; 7,000 tons of hay, worth $8 per ton. In~ clover, 
300 acres, two crops a year; two tons per ~ere; wo~·th_ $12 per 
ton. Apples by far the most profitable ; winter var1et1es worth 
60 to 70 cents per bushel." . . 

Potatoes are the staple crop in W ahkiacum, the y1elcl bcm~ 
about 300 bushels, of 60 pounds, to tbe acre under the ?est cu~~1-
vation. Onr correspondent made last year a net profit of $15 
per acre. . 

From Pacific our correspondent wntes as follows:-
" The business wbicb employs the most men here, anc\ the 

greatest amount of capital, is the cultivation of ?ysters. Fro~ 
60 to 70 men are employed, with a corrcspondrng number of 
Bloops boats scows &c. in transportin"' them from the natural 

, ' ' ' t=>. • • • to private beds. By an act of the legislature every c1t1zen 1s 
"'raatec1 10 acres where there are no natural beds of oysters. 
This ground is covered with young oysters at a cos~ of about $180 
per acre, 3,000 bnskets being about what one acre w~ll grow. These 
are fit for market in from three to five years, and brrng $1 per b_as
kct. The cost of gathering is about 25 cents per basket, aside 
from the first cost of planting. The amount of oysters annually 
shipped from this shoal ,~ater is about 40,000 baskets, the greater 
part goin"' to San Francisco. About 5,000 baskets arc sent to 
OreO'OU. "'The past winter bas been very hard on the oystermen, 
man"'y thousand bushels of oysters having been killed by the se
vere cold weather." 

Red clover and timothy are successfolly cultivated.. Our ~·e
porters m Pacific and '-!Valla "\Valla state that stock will subsist 
upon pastures and do we_ll all the y~a1:; in ~lallam. and \Vahkia
cum, ei""ht months are given as a lnmt durmg winch cattle can 
subsist ~xclusiyely upon pastures; and in Clarke, seven ll'l:onths, 
at a cost of $3 per head. The estimated cost in Clallam 1s $12 
per head for the season: . 

All our conesponclents report favorably upon the capabilities 
of the Territory for fruit culture. Our Clarke reporter answers 
the questions as follows:-

" Apples, pears, plums, cherries, gooseberries, raspberries, straw
berries currants, and blackberries, are well adapted to our s01l 
and cli:nate. Peaches and grapes not so well suited. Of apples, 
the Roxbury Russet, Rhode Island Greenmg, Pcannain, Spitzen
bcrg, and Jersey Sweeting, bear at the age of four years from 
grafting, if set out at one year old." 

Our \Vahkiacum reporter says apples grow so abundantly that 
they will not pay to market; hence he turns them to profit by 
feeding them to his hogs, for which purpose he thinks them bet
ter than potatoes. 

Capt. CrrAs. G. PETTYs, a worthy citizen of Seattle, now 
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upon a visit to New York, makes us personally the following 
interesting statement:-

W e have little snow in winter, but much rain. The climate is 
very healthy. I have lived there with my family for many years, 
and we all like it so much that we would not leave under any 
consideration. Society is first-rate; people all cordial, and every
body jolly. We have the best of schools, and churches of all 
denominations. Our school-house at Seattle cost $40,000 in gold; 
it has a play-ground of forty acres. 

The Indians are all peaceable and useful. Some of the younger 
squaws are quite good looking, and make excellent nurses and 
domestics. 

You can buy of the lnflians a bushel of clams, or a salmon that 
will weigh twenty-fl ve or thirty pounds, fo1· a clime; or two hind 
quarters of venison for fifty cents. There is an abundance of 
game, millions of partridges, grouse, and pheasants; plenty of 
deer, bears, and panthers. Good improved lands near the towns 
will command BIO to tl5 per acre, but millions of acres of good 
lands are open to settlement everywhere. Little except bottom 
land is cultirnted, as the uplands are so heavily timbered tliat it 
is expensive to clear them. 

Lumbering is a leading interest in the Territory, and very pro
fitable with capital. This is a mo t inviting county for Eastern 
lumbermen. Common hands get $40 per month, with board: 
head sawyers $100, an<l always wanted. Board averages about 
$5, coin, per week. 

The best flour sells at $7, coin, per barrel. Raising hogs and 
sheep pays well; but the best business on the coast, better than 
any gold mine, is, or would be, the curing of salmon for the New 
York market. The quantity that may be had is illimitable; the 
Indians will catch all that can be used; they can be packed for 
$4 per barrel (say salmon $2, salt $1, Larrel $1), freighted to New 
York City at $8 per barrel, and sold for $35 to $40, 

From Olympia, Mr. ELwooo Ev ANS writes us, under date 
of August 15th, 1868, that the residents at the lumbering 
settlements around Puget Sound are mostly from Maine. In 
the farming settlements the population is made up of immi
grants, who have crossed the plains, from various sections of 
the United States, with a sprinkling of Germans and Irish. 

From the Olympia Standard we copy the following in 
reference to the rate of wages in that region :-

A farming band, by the year, will receive from twenty to forty 
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dollar per month, and board, while a laborer? through.harvest, 
will get two and three. dollars per day. l\1111 operatives and 
loggers, from forty to sixty dollars per month, and board; car
penters and mechanics, f1:orn three to fi\'C dollars per <lay; do
me tic help, twenty to thirty-five dollars per month .. Peopl? and 
capital arc needed to develop th resources of this Te~·nt?ry. 
Farmers mechanics lumbermen, fishermen, as well as cap1tah ts, 
all will find a wide field and plenty of chance for enterprise and 
indu try. Thei·e is plenty of room for t_alent, energy, and c3:pital. 
The chances have not all been taken, rndeed the country 1s yet 
in its infancy. 

J onN S. II1TTELL, Esq., of California, a reliable writer, thus 
sums up his views of the climate of Washington Territory:-

Washin<Tton Territory, as well as the other portions of the 
Pacific lui's a mildness ann equability of climate unknown in 
like latitudes on the Atlantic side of the continent. This place 
has a , ummer cooler than that of Quebec, ancl a winter as warm 
as -that of X orfolk; and while it average temperature for the 
year is about the ame as that of Tew York, which is six degrees 
farther outh, it has neither the bitter frosts nor the burning heat 
of the latter place. 

ALASKA. 

DumNG the year 186'7, the United States Government ac
quired, by purchase from Russia, all that portion of the :r orth 
American continent occupying its extreme northwestern lim
its, and known as Russian America, or Alaska. 

The territory thus acquired has an estimated area of 5'70,000 
square miles. It is separated from Asia by Behring Straits, 
only thirty-six miles wide at their narrowest point, and four 
hundred miles long, with bluff and indented shores. Situated 
so far to the north, with a long shore line upon the Frozen 
Ocean, the popular belief respecting Ala ka had hitherto been 
that, in its long and rigorous winters, it had received from 
the Almighty hand the seal of perpetual de olation, and could 
never become of any value to the American people. 

This belief, and the fact of its ownership by a foreign power, 
had prevented any general interest in Alaska, and it was only 
when the world was startled by the announcement of its pur
chase by the American Government that inquiry was stimu
lated respecting the resources of this vast and interesting 
region. 

In Senator SuMNER's speech upon the ce sion of Russian 
America to the United States, we find the most reliable and 
comprehensi rn summary of all that is known re pecting Alaska. 
By permission, we avail ourselves of his scholarly researches, 
and present the following extracts from that speech:-

PIIYSICAL FEATURES, 

Including the Sitkan archipelago at the south, it takes a margin 
of the mainland, fronting on the ocean, thirty miles broad and 
three hundred miles long, to Mount t. Elias, the highest peak of 
the continent, when it turns with an elbow to the ,vest, and then 
along Behring Straits northerly, when it rounds to the east along 
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the Frozen Ocean. Here are upward of four thousand statute 
miles of coast, indented by capacious bays and commodious 
harbors without number, embracing the penmsula of Alaska, one 
of the most remarkable in the world, fifty miles in breadth and 
three hundred miles in length; piled with mountains, many vol
canic and some still smoking; penetrated by navigable !·iv~r , one 
of which is among the largest in the world ; studded with islands 
which stand like sentinels on the coast, and flanked by that nar
row Aleutian range which, starting from Alaska, stretches far 
away to Japan, as if America we!·e extending a fri~ndl~ ban~ to 
Asia. According to accumte estimates the coast line, mcludmg 
bays and islands, is not less than _eleven thou a_nd t~o hundred 
and seventy miles. In the Aleutian range, be ides rnnumerable 
islets and rocks, there are not le s than fifty-five islands exceeding 
three miles in length ; there arc seven exceeding forty miles, with 
Ounimak, which is the largest, exceeding seventy-three miles. In 
our part of Behring Sea there are five considerable i lands, the 
largest of which is t:it. Lawrence, being more than ninety-Rix miles 
long. Add to all these the group south of the peninsula of Alaska, 
including the Shumagins aml the magnificent island of Kodiak, 
and then the Sitkan group, being archipelago added to archipelago, 
and the whole together constituting the geographica~ complement 
to the "\Vest Indies, so that the northwest of the contment answers 
archipelago for archipelago to the southeast. 

CLilI.ATE. 

Climate is a universal master. But nowhere, perhaps, does it 
appear more eccentric than in the southern portion of Russi.an 
America. "\Vithout a knowledge of climatic laws the weather 
here would seem like a freak of nature. But a brief explanation 
shows how all its peculiarities are the result of natural causes, 
which operate with a force as unerring as gravitation. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
Early navigators record the prevailing moisture. All arc en-

veloped in fog. Behring names an island Foggy. Another gives 
the same designation to a cape at the southern extremity of Rus
sian America. Cook records fog. La Pcrou e speaks of con
tinued rain and fog in the month of August. And now vi itors, 
whether for science or business, make the same report. The 
forests testify also. According to Physical Geography it could 
not be otherwise. The warm air from the ocean encountering the 
snow-capped mountains would naturally produce this result. 

The wintei· of Sitka is milder than that of many European 
capitals. It i much milder than that of St. Peter burg, Moscow, 
Stockholm, Copenhagen, Berne, or Berlin. It is milder even than 
that of Manheim, Stuttgard, Vienna, Sebastopol in the Crimea, 
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or Turin. It is not much colcler than that of Padua. According 
to observations at Sitka in 1831 it froze for only two days in 
December and seven clay:; in January. In February the longest 
frost lasted five days; in )larch it did not freeze cluring the clay 
at all and rarely in the night. During the next winter the ther
mom~tcr dicl not fall below 21 ° Fahrenheit; in January, 1834, 
it reached 11 °. On the other hancl a temperature of 50° has been 
11otecl in January. The roaclstead is open throughout the year, 
and only a few lnnd-lockcd bays nre frozen. 

It will he seen by thiti description that the winters of itka are 
relatively warm, not differing much from those of "\Yashington, 
all(l several degrees warmer than those of New York; but the 
summer are colder. The mean temperature of winter is 32° 30', 
while that of summer is 53° 37'. The "\Vashington winter is 
38° 57'; the '\Vashington summer is 73° O'i'. These points ex
hibit the peculiarities of this coast-warm winters ancl cool 
summers. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
The prcrniling clampnc s of Sitka makes a resi_d:nc? there far from 

acrreeabk, although it docs not appear to be lllJlll'Jous to health. 
E~glantl is a,l;;o ~lamp, but Englishmen boast that theirs is the 
best climate of the world. At Sitka the annual fall of rnin is 
eighty-nine inche~. The mean _annual _fall_ in all England is forty 
inche,, although m the mountamous chstncts of Cumberland and 
W estrnorcland the fall amounts to ninety and even one hundred 
and forty inches. In "\V ashington it is forty-one inches. The 
forests at itka arc so wet that they will not burn, although fre
quent attempts have been made to set them on fire. Tho houses, 
which are of wood, suffer from the constant moisture. In 1828, 
there were twenty days when it rained or snowed continuously; 
one hundred and twenty when it rained or snowed part of the 
day, ancl only ixty-six days of clear weather. Some years only 
forty bright days have been counted. Hinds, the naturalist, re
cords only thirty-seven "really clear and fine clays." 

The whole coast from itka to the penin ula of Alaska seems 
to have the same continuous climate, whether as regards temper
ature or moisture. The island of Kodiak and the recess of Cook's 
inlet are outside of this climatic curve, RO as to be comparatively 
dry. Langsdorf reports the winters "frequently so mild in the 
lower parts of Kodiak that the snow does not lie upon the ground 
for any length of time, nor is any thing like severe cold felt." 
The Aleutian Islands, farther west, are somewhat colder than 
Sitka, althoucrh the difference is not great. The summer temper
ature is seldo

0

m above 66°; the winter temperature is more seldom 
as low as 2° below zero. The snow falls a.bout the beginning of 
October, and is seen sometimes as late as the encl of April; bnt 
it docs not remain long on the surface. The mean temperature 



90 WHERE TO EMIGRATE, .AND WHY. 

of Ounalaska i about 40°. Chamisso found the temperature of 
spring water at the beginning of the year to be 38° 50'. There 
arc some ycn.1" when it raius on this island the whole winter. 
The fogs prevail from April till the middle of July, when they 
seem for the time to be driven farther north. The islands north
ward to\\·ard Behring Straits arc proportionately colder but you 
will not forget that the ..American con. t is milder than the oppo
site coa t of A in.. 

On Norton ouncl and the K wicl1pak River winter may be said 
to commence at the end of eptembcr, althouo-h the weather is 
not seYerc till the end of October. The first snbw falls about the 
20th or 25th of September. All the ·mall ponds and lakes were 
frozen early in October. The Kwichpak wa frozen solid about 
the 20th or 25th of this month. On the 1st N ovcmber the harbor 
at St. l\lichaels was still open, but on the morninO' of the 4th it 
was frozen solid enough for ·ledges to cross on the ~e. In Decem
ber there were two thaws, one of them accompanied by rain for 
a day. The snow was about two feet deep at the end of the 
month. ,January was uniformly cold, and it wa said that at one 
plare ixty-fhe miles northea t of t. JUichacls the thermometer 
de cendcd to 5 ° below zer?. February was unu ually mild all 
ovei: the country. In the nuddlc of the month there was an ex
tensive thaw, with showers of rain. About half of the snow 
di app~aretl, leaving much of the ground bare. l\larch was pleas
:int, ~v1~hout very cold weather. 1ts mean temperature was 20°; 
1ts mmmum was 3° below zero. 

Spring commences _on the Kwichpak the :ist of l\Iay, or a few 
~ays_ latei:, when th? b1rd~ return and vegetation begins to appear. 
The ice <ltd not entirely d1Rappear from the river till after the 20th 
Uay. The sea ice continued in the bay of t. ~Iichael as late a 
l_st of June. The summer temperature is much higher in the inte
rior. of the_ country than on the coast. Parties traveling on the 
Kw1chpa~ 111 J~nc complained sometimes from the heat. 

The Hl\·er -Y oukon, _which1 flowing into the K wichpak, helps 
to swell. that stream, 1s navigable for at least four, if not five, 
D?-onths rn the year. The thermometer at Fort Y oukon is some
times at ~5° b~low zero of Fahrenheit, and for three months of a 
recent w~nt~r it stood at 50° below zero without variation. In 
sum?1er 1 ~ n es aboYe 80° in the shade; but a hard frost occurs 
at _time~ 111 _.Augu~~- . The southwc t wind bring~ warmth ; the 
1101 th east w111d b11ngs. cold. Some years there 1s no rain for 
months, and then aga111 showers alternate with sunshine. The 
~no~ J?ack hard at an a_vera~e of two and a half feet deep. The 
IC~ is four or fi rn feet thick; 111 a cvere winter it is six feet thick . 
~if~ ~t F?rt Yo_ukon under these r igors of nature, although not 
mv1t10g, 1s not mtolerable. 
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VEGETABLE PRODUCTIONS. 

Since the e tabfo,hment of Europeans on this coa. t an attempt 
has been made to introduce the nutritious grains and vegetables 
known to the civilized world; but without very brilliant succe. s. 
A"ain~t wheat and rye and again t orchard fruits there are ob
st~cles of climate, perhaps insuperable. All the e require sum
mer heat; but here the ummer is comparatively cold. The 
northern limit of wheat is several degrees below the southern 
limit of the c posRessions, so that thi friendly grain is out of the 
question. Rye flonri h further north, as do oats ah;o. The sup
posed northern limit of these gr::ins embrace itka and grazes 
the Aleutian Islands. But there are other climatic conditions 
which are wanti11g at lea t for rye. One of 1he e is dry weather, 
which is required at the time of its hloom. Po sibly the clearing 
of the forest may produce some modification of the weather. For 
the pre ent barley $rows better, and there is reaRon to believe 
that it may he cultivated uccessfully very far to the north . It 
has ripened at Kodiak. There are many garden vegetables which 
have become domesticated. Lutke report.· that at ::,itb potatoes 
flouriRh; so that all have enough. Langsdorf repor~s the same of 
Kodiak. There arc also radishes, cabbao-cs, cauliflowers, peas, 
and carrot -makino- a very respectable Ii t. The same, perhaps, 
may be found at O~nalaRka. On N 01-ton Sound I h ar of rad
ishes beets, all(l cabbao-e.i. Even as far north as Port Youkon, 
on tl'ie parallel of 67°~ potatoes, 1)C'as, tumips, ancl even barley 
have been grown; but the turnips were unfit for the table, being 
rotten at the heart. A recent resident reports that there are no 
fruit-tree.i, and not even a raspberry bush, and that he lost all 
hi potatoc during one season by a fro t in the latter days of 
July; but do 11ot forget that these potatoes were the wall-flowers 
of the Arctic Circle. 

Thu it appears that the vegetable productions of the country 
are repre euted practically by tree. . The forests which over
shadow the co:ist from Sitka to Cook's Inlet arc all that we can 
show under this head out of which a revenue can be derived, un
less we add gin. eug, which is so much prized by the Chinese, and 
perhaps also nakeroot. Other things may contribute to the 
scanty support of a household; but timber will in all probability 
be an article of commerce. It has been so already. Ships from 
the Sandwich Islands have come for it, and there is rca on to be
lieve that thi trade may l1e extended indefinitely, so thatRus ian 
America may be on the Pacific like laine on the Atlantic, and 
the lumbermen of itka may vie with their hardy brethren of the 
East. 
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MINERAL PRODUCTS. 

lRoN.-It is not entirely certain that Iron has been found in 
this region, although frequently reported. * * * 

ILVEP. also ha beeu reported at Sitka by the same Russian 
engineer who reported iron there; and, like the iron, in " suffi
cient quantity to pay for the working." 

LEAD was reported by the Russian explorer, Lieutenant Zagoy
skin, on the lower part of the K wichpak; but it is not known to 
what extent it exists. 

COPPER is found on the Copper River in masses sometimes as 
large a forty pounds. * * * Traces of copper arc also found 
in other places on the coast; also in the mountains near the 
Youkon, where the Indians u e it for arrow-heads. 

Co.~L seems to exist all along the coast; according to Golowin, 
"CYerywhere in greater or less abundance." Traces of it are 
repo1tecl ou the islands of the Sitkan archipelago, and this is ex
trcmcl y probable, for it has been worked . ucccs fully on Yancou
vcr's Island below. It is al o found on the Kcnaian peninsula, 
Alaska, the island of Unga, belonging to the Shumagin grou.p, 
Onnalaska, and far to the north at Beaufort. At the latter ]?lace 
it is "f-laty, burning with a pure flame and rapid consumption" 
and it is supposed that there are extensive beds in the nein-hbo'r-
hood better in quality. * * * "' 

Gold has been found, but not in any sufficient quantities rea
sonablY. acce sible. ature for the present sets up ob tacles. 
But failure in one place will be no discourao-ement in another 
especially as there is reason to believe that the mountain' her~ 
contain a continuation of tho e amiferous deposits which have be
come so famous farther south. The Sierra Nevada chain of Cali
fornia reaches here. 

The same writer, who reports iron at itka also reports tLat 
during the la t year he saw a piece of gold ;, large as a' mar
ble, which was shown by an Indian. But the Russian engineer 
poroschin, furnisl~es testimon.x- _more precise. Ile reports gold 
m at least three different localtt1c , each of considerable extent 
The first is the mountain range on the north of Cook's Inlet 
a~d extendin~ into. Ala~ka,. consi. ting principally of clay slat~ 
with permeatmg vems of c11orite, the latter beino- known as a 
gold-bearing rock. He observed this in the sun~mcr of 1851. 

About the same time cert~in Indians from the Bay of Jakutat, 
not far_ from ~Ioun_t St. Elias, brong-ht him specimens of diorite 
found m their ne1ghborhoocl, makino- therefore a second de-

. I l "'' ' po 1t. n t 1C summer of 1855 the same eno-ineer found <TOid on 
the _southern si~e o~ Coo~'s Inlet, in the mot;ntains of the "'Kenay 
perunsula. Sat1sfyrng lumself, first, that the bank occupied by 

ALASKA. 93 

the redoubt of St. Nichola11, at the mouth of the Kaknu River, is 
gold-bearing, he was induced to_ follow the development of dio
rite in the upper valley of the nvcr, and, as be ascended, found 
a gold-bearing alluvion gradually increasin~, with scales of gold 
becoming coarser and coarser, instead of bemg scarcely visible as 

at first. 
FURS 

Furs have at times vied with minerals 111 value, although the 
supply is more limited and less permanent. Trappers are" miners 
of the forest," seeking furs as others gold. * * * 

Sir George Simpson, the ~overnor-in-chief of the lludson Bay 
Company, who was at Sitka m 1841, represents the returns of the 
company for that year as follows: 10,000 fur seals, 1,000 sea 
otters, 2,500 la.nd otter , and 20,000 walrus teeth, without includ
ing foxes and martens. There is . till one other report for the 
year 1852, as follows: 1,231 sea otters, 129 young sea otters, 2,948 

common otters, 14,486 fur seals, 107 bears, 13,300 beavers, 2 wolves, 
458 sable , 243 lynxes, 163 mole kins, 1,504 bags of castorenm, 
684 black foxes, l ,590 cross foxes, 5,174 red foxes, 2,359 blue arc
tic foxes, 355 wliite arctic foxes, and also 31 foxes called white, 
perhaps Albinos. 

Besides these reports for special year~, I am enabled to present 
from the Russian tables of Captain Golowin another, covering the 
period from 1842 to 1860, inclusive, being as follows; 25,602 sea 
otters, 63, 26 "otter~," probably river otters, 161,042 beavers, 
73,944 foxc~, 55,540 arctic foxes, 2,283 bears, G,445 lynxe~, 26,384 

sables, 19,076 muskrat~, 2,536 ursine seals, 338,604 marsh otters, 
712 "pairs of bare," 451 martens, 104 wolves, 46,274 castoreumR, 
7,309 beavers' tail~. Here is an inexplicable absence of seal skins. 
On the other hand, sables, which belong to A ia and not to Amer
ica, arc mentioned. The list is Russian, and perhaps embraces 
furs from the Asiatic islands of the company. 

From a competent source I learn that the value of skins at Sitka 
during the last year was substantially a follows: 'ea otter, ·so; 
marten, 84; beaver, '2.50; bear, 4.50; black fox, 850; sil \'Cr 
fox, ·40; cros fox, 825; red fox, ,2. A recent price-current in 
New York gives the prices thcrr, in currency, as follows: Silver 
fox, $10 to 850; cross fox, $3 to $5; reel fox, $1 to '1.50; otter, 
$3 to $6; mink, ~•3 to $6; beaver, $1 to ·4; muskrat, twenty to 
fifty cents; lynx, $2 to 4; black bear, ·6 to $12; dark marten, 
$5 to $20. These N cw York prices Yary from those of Sitka. The 
latt~r will be the better guide to a comprehension of the proceeds 
at Sttka, which of course must be subject to deduction for the ex
pense of the company. Of the latter I Ray notbinQ: now, a I haye 
considered them in speakino- of the existino- Gove;·nment. 

The skins, it appears, a~e obtained in °three different ways: 
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first, through the hunters employed by the company; secondly 
in payment of taxes impose<l by the company; and thirdly, by 
barter or purchase from independent natircs. But with all these 
sources it is certain that the Russian company has enjoyed no 
success comparable to that of its British rival; and still more 
there is reason to believe that latterly its profits have not bee~ 
large. 

FIS!JERIES. 

Herc, as elsewhere, in the endeavor to estimate the resources 
of this reo-ion, there is n1guene~s and uncertainty. Information 
at least is wanting; and yet we are not entirely ignornnt. oth
ing is clearer than that fo,h in great abundance are taken every
where on the coast, around the islands, in the bays, and through
out the adjacent seas. On this head the evidence is constant and 
complete. Here are oysters, clams,crabs, and a dainty little fish of 
the herring tribe c~lle~ tl:e o~lachan, contribnting to _the 1 uxury of 
the table, and so nch m Its 01ly nature that the natives are said 
to use it sometimes as a" candle." B~ides these which I uame 
no,~ only to put_ aside, ~re those great staples or'commerce and 
mainstays of daily snbS1stence, the salmon, the hening, the hali
but,. the cod, aml behind all the .'rhalc. Thi. short Ii tis enough, 
for It _offers a con, tant feast, with tlrn whale at hand for light. 
Here i_s the best that the sea afford for the poor or the rich ; 
for daily use or for the fa t days of the Church. Here also is a 
sure support, at least to the inhabitant of the coa t. 

Sul,_non cxi~ts in unequaled num hers, so th~t this fi h, so aris
to~rat1c cl~cwhcrc1 ~ecomes common enough. Not merely the 
pnze of epicures, It !s the food of all. Not merely the pastime 
of gcnt~e ~iature , !1ke Isaac ,, alton or Humphrey DaYy, who 
employ m Its pnrsmt an elegant lei me, its capture is the daily 
reward of the humble t. On YaucouYer's Island it is the con
~tant !·ation ,giYen out _by the. Hudson Bay Compauy to the men 
111 theu- sen-!cc. At 1tka, sl~1p ar~ suppl,ied with it gratuitously 
by the natives. By the side of the mcalculable multitudes 
swarming_ ont_of t!1e Arctic waters, h_aunting this extende<l. coast, 
and pcoplmg 1t iwer~, so that at a smgle haul Portlock took not 
less than two thou and, how small an allowance are the two hun
dred thousand which the salmon fisheries of EnO'land aunually 
supply. 0 

Derring seem to be not less multitudinous than the salmon. 
* * * * * * * 

The Oo~l is J.?erh~ps the most generally diffused and abundant 
of all, for It swims mall the waters of this coast from the Frozen 
Ocean to the ~outhern limit, and in some places it is in immense 
numbers. It 1s_a popular fish, and when cured or salted it is an 
excellent food m all parts of the world. Palatable, digestible, 
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and nutritious, the cod, as compared with other fi ·h, is as beef 
compared with other meats, so that its incalculable multitudes 
seem to be according to a wise economy of nature. 

* * * * * * * 
Behind all these is the TVlwle, who e corporal dimensions fitly 

represents the space which he occupies in the fisheries of the 
world hardly diminishe<l. by petroleum or gas. On this extend
eel co;st and in all these seas he is at home. Ilere is his retreat 
ancl pfay-ground. This is especially the case with the Right 
\\'hale or accordiug to whalers, the "right whale to catch," 
with its b~untiful supply of oil and bone, who i. everywhere 
throughout this region, appeariug at all points anrl swarming its 
waters. 

Mr. Su:MNER concludes his speech as follows:-

An object of immediate practical intere t will be the survey of 
the extended and indcI1ted coast by our own officers, bringing it 
all within the domain of science and a ~uring to 1iavio-ation mnc-h 
ncccled assistance, while the Republic is honored hy a continua
tion of national charts, where cxC<'ution Yies with science, anrl 
the art of eno-raving is the beautiful hand-maid. Associated 
with this surv~y, antl scarcely i_nfer~or in value, will be ~he ex
amination of the country by sCientific exploreri:;, so that its gco
locrical structure may become known with it various products, 
v:getable and mineral. But your best work and most important 
endowment will be the Republican Govemment, which, looking 
to a lono- future you will oro-anize, ·with schools free to all and 
with cq~1al law~ before wh~h every citizen will stand erect in 
the consciousne ~ of manhood. Here will be a motive-power, 
without which coal itself will be insufficieut. Herc will be a i"Onrce 
of wealth more inexhan tible than any fisheries. Bestow such ::i 

Gorernment, and you will bestow what is hetter th:.u~ all ~ou 
can receive, whether quintals of fish, eands of gold, choicest fur, 
or most beautiful ivory. · 



NEVADA. 

Trrrs State, famed throughout the civilized world for its 
mines of silver, lies directly east of California, the Sierra Ne
vada :Mountains forming a portion of it- western boundary. 

The general altitude of evada is about 4,000 feet above 
sea-level, and its general sUl'face characteristics are barren 
a. by-colored mountains, arid plains and valleys covered only 
with sand and sage-brush. The compiler of this book ha 
traversed a large portion of thi State on horseback, and can 
peak feelingly of its parched and treele- wastes, its magnifi

cent distance , its mirages, its sinking rivers and alkaline 
pools, and its wonderful wealth of precious metals. 

Agriculture in J evada has, as yet, received comparatively 
little attention; but sufficient has been done to demonstrate 
that where land can be irrigated it will generally produce 
bountifully; and here, as elsewhere throughout the mining 
regions of the United States, the farmer finds a ready mar
ket for his produce at remunerative prices. 

Commi -ioner WILSON say·:-

Inigation would further render valuable many acres of land in 
this State now regarded as worthless, and clrainaO'e and protec
tion from ovcdiow would reclaim hundreds of thotfsan l of acres 
more. ,v ere means adopted thus to render available for the pur
poses of Cllltivation, all the land susceptible of such improve
ment, and within convenient reach of the necessary supply of 
water for purposes of 1rri<Tation 1t is believed that the tillable 
lands would amount m th~ ao-o-r~o-ate to se,·eral million of acres, 
probably equal to the aggreg~e "'of the surfaces of Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, and Delaware. 

We are indebted to J. Ross BROWNE' Report for the fol
lowing:-

Much of the soil, both in the valleys and upon the mountains, 

NEVADA. 07 

is rich and friable, being easily tilled and abounding in the ele
ments of fruitfulness, but unavailable for agricultural purpo es 
because of its aridity and the lack of means for its inigation. Both 
the open plain an<l the more concentrated Yalleys are, for the most 
part destitute of timber and illy supplied with grass and water, 
the iatter, where it docs occur, being often ioo impregnated with 
mineral sub tances, or so warm, as to rcntler it unwholesome. To 
its system of mountains, valleys, and plains, the latter so spreatl 
out and often conncctcll together as to constitute a series of 
basins, each ha Ying a drainage of its own but no outlet to the sea, 
Xevada is indebted for its singular hydrogruphy, the common 
receptacle of its gathered waters becoming, according to circum
stance~, a lake, sink, meadow, alkali flat, or a alt b ,a. 

The only waters of N cvada that arc uppo cd to reach the 
ocean arc a few inconsitlcrable streams in the northern and south
ern portions of the State, tributaries respectively of the Owyhee 
and Colorado rivers. "'ith the, e exceptions, all the water$ of 
the tatc collect in lakes or sinks, , o named because they sinl
and disappear. During the dry season the water thu collected 
frequently cYaporates, leaving upon the surface of the ground a 
variety of alkaline salts which gli ten in the sun, whence the 
name " alkali tla ts." 

LAKES. 

The only lakes of any considerable size in the State are those 
formed by the Ilumboldt, ,v alkcr, Carson, and Truckee ri \'Crs, 
and bearing the names of those streams respectively, together 
with Pyramid Lake, the largest of the group, formed by the 
waters of Truckee River. 

Lake Tahoe, with one-third of its area only within the borders 
of N evacla, is a beautiful sheet of water, twenty-one miles long 
and ten miles wide, and though elevated more than six thousand 
feet above the leycl of the sea it never freezes over, nor does the 
temperature of its waters vary much from fifty- even degrees in 
summer or winter, owing probably to its being fed by springs. 
This lake, like Lake Pyramid, abounds in trout of large ize and 
fine flavor, and is smTountlcd on every side by lofty mountains, 
which, rising abruptly from its shore , arc coyered for nearly 
two-thirds of the year with snow, and are heaYily timbered "·ith 
forests of pine, spruce, and fir. Pyramid Lake, which has a depth 
of one thousand firn hundred feet, is twelYe miles wide by thirty 
in lcn<rth, and is situated in the western part of the tate; its 
scenery i extremely gran1l, being walled about with mountains 
two thousand to three thousand foct high. 

lllono I,ake is about fourteen miles lono- and nine wide; it is so 
acid and nauseating as to render it not"' only unfit for drinking, 
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but also for bathin"'. Leather immersed in it is soon destroye<l, 
and no animal not even a fi h or frog, can for more than a short 
time exi tin it. The only thing able to live in or upon Urn waters 
of this lake is a species of fly which, cpringing from a larva bred 
in its bo~om, hortly dies, and, collecting on the urface, drifts in 
<rreat quantitic to the shore, to be gatherc<l. and eaten by the 
Indians. None bnt the strongc t wintls can ripple the 8urface of 
this desolate lake; it may aptly be callecl a Dead ca, its bitter 
and fatal water rendering it literally such, ·while all its surround
ing , wilcl, gloomy, and foreboding, are highly sugge tive of 
sterility and death. 

There are many warm and cold springs in the State, some of 
which are much resorted to for the curative qualities of their 
waters. 

SALT BEDS. 

The extensive beds of thi mineral are an important item in 
the economical re ource of :Nevada. It may be obtained. in 
illimitable quantities of excellent quality in many parts of the 
State, and must eventually, when railroad facilities ~hall be ex
tended through the State, be exported in large quantities. 

TIMBER. 

The only timber in this State suite<l for making first-cla lum
ber i that found on or near the eastern slope of the Sierra cvada 
mountains. There are in the central and eastern parts of the 
State a few groves of spruce and white pine; but the tr es are 
comparatively email, and the wood for the most part ~oft and 
brittle. The prevailing tree, where there is aoy ea. t of the Sierra, 
is the scrubby pitch pine, having a low bni-ihy trunk, from ten lo 
fifteen inches in diameter, and from twelve to thirty feet high. 

MINERAL RESOURCES. 

SILVER. 

Our space will not permit us to give a detailed account of 
the various silver mines and mining distl'icts of Nevada. We 
can only refer particularly to the "Comstock" lode, upon 
which are the richest and mo t productive silver mines in the 
world. We again quote BROWNE:-

TuE COMSTOCK LonE runs along the eastern slope of the Washoe 
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mountains, at the foot of ::.\fount Davi<l on, its loftiest summit. 
Its outcrop is not by an~ means continuous, consisting of parallel 
belts of quartz, cxtendmg from t'ast to west, in some places 
nearly one thou ancl feet, which how themselves chiefly on the 
tops of the spur~, running clown from the main ri<lge. The west
ern of these quartz ~earns, being of a harcl crystalline texture, 
form the mo$t prommcnt outcrops, but experience has sho\\·11 
them to be of less ,·alnc than the ea~tern bodies which from their 
different composition, have been_ more easily ~isiutegratcd, and 
arc often covered up by the debns from the h1"'her and steeper 
portions of the mountain. 

0 

LENGTH OF Lo1>E.-Thc vein bas been more or le s thorou<Yhly 
explored, and its continuity e tablishcd by underground workings 
(or a len~th of about three and a half ~iles, though the product
ive portion forms but a small prnport10n of the 'whole, as bar
ren spots of great extent intervene between the bonanzas or ore 
bodies. 

STRIKE OF LonE.'._Its "strike" or course, as sh0wn by the ex
posure of the west wall, in numerous places is nearly ma<Ynctic 
north a!itl south (north six.teen degrees ea t by true mcridi~n ). 

But ltttlc doubt now cxtsts that the Comstock is a true fissure 
vein, with a. width of from 20 feet upward. 

The total produc~ of t_hc Comstock lode for the year ending 
December 31, 1867, 1 estimated by the most reliable authorities 
at ·17,500,000. It i estimated that other di tricts in Nevada. 
Jmvc yielded durinrr the same 1wriocl . 2 500 000 m·1kin<Y the 
total product of N c~acla for the calendar y~ar 186 / ·20 000 000 
'fh · · ' ' ' . . e :weragc percentage of gold and silver 1s about 66 per cent. 
silver, and 34 per cent gold. In the outsitle district the pro
portion of gold is con><iderably le s. 

;brnu.rr OF Orm .r. .usED l'Rmr THE :M:rNEs.-Thc amount of 
ore rai ed fro~ the mine on the Comstock lode may he put down 
at_the p1:e ent time at about l ,500 tons daily, and the total amount 
raised smce the commencement of operations at about 2,000,000 
tons. 

YI~LD OF OnE PER ToN.-From information furni heel by the 
supermtcndents of the following mines, the yield per ton appear 
to be-

Sava~c minc-30,250 tons produced in the last six months of 
l 866, yielded an average of 842.93 pc1· ton . 
. Hale_ and Norcross mine-16,836 tons proclncecl in the same 

ttme, ytelded an average of '50.33 per ton. 
Gould and Curry minc-62,425 tons produced in 1866, yielded 

an average of 2 .64 per ton. 
. The total yield of precious metals from the " Comstock" lo<le 
m five years, or from 1862 to 1866 inclusive was ,'63 000 ooo ' ' ' ' . 
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COAL. 

N
O 

heavy deposits of coal bave yet been fo~1!d in .the_ State. 
Some discoveries have been made of small , :ms, 01 trata, of 
lignite of inferior quality, but not~i!1<T yet. "'.luch seems to war
rai1t the hope of finding it in qnant1t1es sufficient to be of much 
value. 

COPPER. 

In many localities in different parts of the St~te, strong and 
well marked vein of copper ore occ~r,. but so little work ha~ 
yet been done· upon them that no op1111on can be expressed o( 
their value or permanency. . . 

The laws and cu toms of ~Tevada, wl~ich _arc rccogmzcd b_y the 
Government of the nited tatcs, pern11t mmers, 1~pon the d1sc?v
cry of metal-bearing lodes in an unoccupied locality, to orgamzc 
a minin<T di trict de i<T1rnte its bounds, pa s a code of law regu
latin"' the locati~n and tenure of mining property, and choo ea 
reco/uer of locations. These district arc u ually from 10 to 20 
miles square, though_ g~verned by t)rn physical features of the 
country anu the cont1gmty of otl!er ch ·tncts. . 

The laws of Con"'ress permit mlller to go upon the public lands 
aml take po. -e si~n of the mine,;, promising no rntcrfercncc. 
The ground is public aml op •n _to all the worl?, Any man can 
"'0 UJ)On it and by findin"' a vcm of gold, or . 1lvcr, or any other 
o ' o . ~ d 1· 1· ore can make it his own, and 1s assured an protectct rn 11s 
tit\~. In no other country is uch a privilege given. A country 
stored with wealth invites the people of all the earth to com~ and 
take po session, and become independent land-owners and millers. 

CLUfATl~, ETC. 

The climate of N eYada is not unplea ant, and is exceeclinglr 
healthful. This region, like California, has its wet and d1J 
seasons. The native plants and flowers arc few, nnd except m 
insects, the State is bar!·cn of animal life, bcy_oncl example .. "\Vith 
the exception of the pme-nut-thc staple diet of the Indians-a 
few wild currants and goosebcrrie'-, there is little in the vcgeta1?lt• 
world that civilized man considers eatable. There arc no w1ltl 
plnm>1, bbckbcrrie , strawbcrric,:, or grapes. 

There are no beasts of prey, save a few wolYes and eayotes, 
and game is exceedingly scarce. The 'talc has few reptile , aml 
none of them venomous except the rattlesnake. 
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SOCIAL, INDUSTRIAL, AND EDUCATIONAL PROGRESS, 

. In all these department 1 N ~va(~a. has _made rapid and gratify
mg progress. Iler popnlat10n 1s d1strn"'u1shed for industry order 
and a rea?-.Y obedience to lawful :iuthority. Already ne;rly 30 
~hurch. cdif1Ces ~~ave been erected 111 the ' tate, at a co t ranging 
from 2,000 to -l-0,000 each, and an ag"'regate expense of about 
, 300,000. The. c represent the Jcadin"' Chri tian denomination!< . . ~ ., 
and are m some case :;;pac10ns and handsome buildings. Ju-
merous well conducted schools have been established under 
3:11 enlighte!1~d educational sy tern, for the support of which 
liberal prov1s1011 has been made by the , late. There is also a 
nu_mber of acarlcmics, semi_naric,:, and higl:i-schools snstainecl by 
pnvate patronage. Capac10ns halls for literary, social, and be
nevolent pnrpo cs ha,·e been erected in all the larue towns 
several of which arc supplied with "'as ancl water-w~rks and 
~ommo~lious bui\dings for municipal ~se,:. Be ides many ~inor 
mdustnal estahh. hmcntR, several large founderies ancl machine 
shops have been erected in the vicinity of Vir"'inia and one al o 
of considerable capacity, at ~\u_tin near the ~entc~· of the State 
A sal~ mil~, an acid ~n.ctory, and a_' t:1nnery and pottery peak of 
the d1ver,:1fied punm1t · now obtam111"' a foothold and a well
patronized pre, s, is ·uin,.,. five daily ancl as many wc~kly journals 
indicate the intclligence

0 

and en~ightenment of the people. ' 
.J_ early eve_ry cereal grown 111 the most favored regions else

where can, ,y1th p~·o1?cr care, be s_ucce sfully grown here. EYcn 
the more delicate fnnts common 111 the temperate zones, such as 
pear$, peaches, and grapes, can be rai eel in 'cvada if the soil and 
sit~ be ,jucliciom,ly ,:elected and their culture properiy attended to, 
wlule m the matter of vegetables, except the more tender kind 
no c_oun!ry can pr?(~uee the~ with gr~ater facility or of bette1'. 
q_nahty, if the r qms1tc attention be paid to their culture. Be
side the vegetables and grain raised in thi tate, large quantities 
of butter ~ncl cheese are annually produced, and these commodities 
are very JU tly e teemed for their excellent flavor. Taken in the 
aggregate, the amount of stock kept in the State is quite large; 
the neat-cattle number between 11,000 and 12,000, and the horse. 
a_nd mules kept for farming pnrpo cs ancl draft about 6,000, be
sides _between 3,000 aml 4-,000 sheep and about the same number 
of swme. The ranges of mountain pa turao-e found in many parts 
of the State, with an almost universal absefice of weeds burs and 
wild animals to injure the wool and endanger the li'ves of the 
flock, should recommeml this country to wool growers :wcl sheep 
he1:ders abroad. The tulc lands furnish a o-ood field for raisin<T 
s,~mr. The e animals thrive well on the ro~t of that rush, eve~ 
without other food. It is e timated that there were 75,000 tons 
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of hay cut and 6 000 tons of ,,.rain raised in the State the present 
' "' . 'l'l year, besicles sufficient ~·cgctabl~s for home ~onsumpt10~1. _ierc 

arc three flour-mills, one m opcratwn and two Ill course of erection; 
24 gaw-mills, clriYing 35 saws, and having a capacity to cut claily 
from 5 000 to 20,000 feet of lumber each, or au aggregate of 
180,000 feet. The most of th c mills arc propelled by team. 
Their cost range from 5,000 to 815,000; total about 175,000. 
The number of quartz mills and reduction work in thi.- State, 
including uch as arc in course of erection, ha.Ying their maclun
ery and material on the ground, with the prospect of au early 
completion, may be set down at 160: The most of the c mills 
arc driven by ste:i.m, the whole carrymg an aggregate of about 
1,300 stam1,s. The inclividual cost of the e e tabfo,hmeut 
rnries from '3,000 to $050,000, the cost of the greater part rang
ing from 810,000 to $60,000 each, though quite a number have 
cost $100,000, and several much larger sums. At the present 
time nearly all of these est:ibfo;hmeuts are in constant and profit
able operation. Kone of tho c completed ancl in condition to do 
,,.ood work :i.rc idle. About 60 miles of ditchincr, the mo:-t of it 
~f large rapacit~·, has been constructed in the State for the pur
po,;c of comluctmg water to points where required for the u ·c of 
mills or for domestic wants, l>csides a large amount of work ex
pended 011 other projects of this kind l>ut partially completed, and 
a multitude of mallcr ditches ducr for irrigating purpose . O,·er 
1,000 mile of toll-road, some portion of it very co tly, has been 
built, either for sub erving local necessities and wholly within the 
State, or for the purpose of improving thoroughfares over the 
Siena, or connecting those with points in the interior. The sums 
expended on account of these improvements amount in the acr,,.rc-
gate to scarcely less than :i. million of dollars. "'"' 

PRINCIPAL CITIES AND TOWNS. 

Carson City, the capital of the 
with a population of about 3,500. 
an<l well-watered district. 

tate, is a flourishing town, 
It is situated in a fertile 

Virginia City, the large t in the State, has a population of 
more than 20,000. It owes its rise and continued prosperity 
to the "Comstock" lode, which lies partly within the city 
limits, and extends into the suburbs, Gold llill and American 
Flat. 

~usti~, in Lander County, with a population of 12,000, is a 
thrifty city, the center of the Reese River mining region. It 
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is well-built, is lighted with gas, and churches and schools are 
liberally supported. 

WAGES, BOARD, ETC. 

Miners and ordinary mill hands, receive from $3.50 to 
$4 per day, in coiu. Blacksmiths, carpenters, engineers, &c., 
from 5 upward, according to skill. Board averages from $8 
to $10 per week. Many Chinamen are employed as laborers, 
upon the railroad, servants, cooks, &c., who receive from 
$30 to 40 per month. 

COUNTIES. 

DouGLASS CouNTY, on the western border of the State, has a 
population of about 3,000. It contains more valuable timber 
than any other except \Va. hoe County. About one-third of 
Carson\' alley, in Douo·la s County, i · "ood far1Ui1w and meadow 
land, the remainllcr consi ts of gravelly allll andy sage barren~, 
the most of it incapable of producing good grain crops, even with 
the aid of careful culture and irrigation. This comprises all the 
tillable soil in the county, with the exception of 2,000 acres lying 
in Jack's Valley one mile northwest of Carson. Outside these 
the country posscS.'CS a rugge1l smface and a barren soil. There 
are~ nmnbcr of aw-mills on Carson River, which h:i.ve, together, 
cut .J0,000 feet of lumber per day. There are about 60,000 to 
70,000 acres of excellent timber lands in this county on the slopes 
of the icrras. 

As yet no productive mines have been developed within its 
boundaries. 

I_Iay~akin_g ancl stock-mi. ing constitute the principal pursuits 
of its mhab1tants. Much poultry is kept by the farmers, and 
considerable quantities of butter and chee. c are made annually. 

ORMSBY Coi.;NTY.-Though of small dimcn ions, devoid of 
productive mine., and containing but a small amount of arable 
land, its central and eligible position, ex ten i vc pineries, and 
ample _water-power, have built up within it important industries, 
r~ndermg_ th? populat_iou among the most thrifty in the State. 
Carson City 1s the capital of the State, and has been selected for 
the location of the U. S. Ilranch 1\lint. Present population about 
2,500, mo. tly C'ngage<l in teaming, lumbering, and cutting nre
wo?d· _Two-th_irds of the inhabitants reside in Carson City, and 
a 1xth m Empire, three miles east of Carson. Three-fourths of 
the country is coYcred with mountain,. A con iderablc amount 
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of lumber is made in this county. The forests of pine and fir 
with water-power in their miJst, and the proximity of the Com~ 
stock mines, insure a constant market, and supply many advan
tages for carrying on the bu iness. The average yield of barley 
was forty bushels per acre last year. The United States Branch 
:Mint is constructed of sandstone from quarries near by, as also 
the penitentiary and county buildings. 

There are eight qnartz mills in this county; fiye driven by 
water and three by steam and water, the whole carry 175 stamps 
and cost $450,000. They are all kept running on ores from the 
Comstock vein. 

WASHOE CouNTY.-This county has no productive mines. Its 
wealth consists largely of its agricultural re ources. It has about 
150,000 acres of farming, grass, and timber lands; the remainder 
is arid and barren waste, unfit for cultivation. Population abot1t 
3,000. 

Lumbering anJ quartz milling are extensively engacred in. 
The~·e are ten quartz mills within the limits of the county: carry
ing m the aggregate 281 stamps, and co ting nearly a million and 
a half of dollars. 

STOREY CouNTY.-This county i: uot only of limited extent 
but extremely barren. A.Lout 100 ton3 of hay are cut here 
yearly, but as yet no grain has been raised. The county contains 
63 quartz mills, carrying 665 stamps, nearly all driven by steam. 

LYON Cot:NTY has but little arnblc land. Some bay is cut and 
some vegetables raised. The only mining districts in the co~nty 
that continue to n:iaintain an or~an~zation :ire the Devil's Gate, 
Blue Sulphur Sprmgs, Brown's lnchan Spnncr, and Palmyra in 
none of which has much active mining been done the past tl{ree 
years. There are 41 quartz mills in the county. 

Roop Cot:NTY is in the northwestern part of the 'tate · it 
consists _mostly_ of rough, arid, timberless mounta~ns, ancl 'dry 
~nd stcn~e plams. All '.1-ccounts, however, agree rn represent
mg Surpnse Valley, 50 miles long, and from 10 to 15 miles wide 
~s one of the finest distri~ts for stock-raising and grain-growing 
m the State. The plantmg of 1866 yielded an avcracre of 50 
b~shel~ of wheat and_ 60 of barley to the acre. Vegetables grow 
with htilc care. Climate, mild and healthful. Little snow in 
winter, and sickness of rare occurrence. Stock requires neither 
she~tcr nor fodder in the winter, but are able to keep fat on the 
native grasses. Popnlation 250 and constantly increasin(Y as they 
feel secure against the Indians. "' 

Hu~rnOLDT CouNTY.-Tbis is one of the larger counties of the 
State. Its_ western half i~ covered.with sandy deserts, low ranges 
of mountains, and extensive alkalme flats converted in the wet 

. ' 
s~ason mto mu~ lakes. The northern and eastern portions con-
i,1st of lofty cbarns of mountains. Taken as a whole the region i, 
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dry desolate, and but illy supplied with grass, water, and timber. 
It i; estimated that there arn 200,000 acres of arable land in the 
county that can lie made available to the farmer, with irriga
tion. The shipment of bullion from Humboldt County for 1867, 
was nearly $-!00,000, with a prospect of a large increase here
after. 

C1rnRClllLL COUNTY-The entire western half of this county, 
except near the waters of the Carson, is a sandy, sage barren, the 
mo t of it an absolute desert. In proportion to its size the county 
contains but little good land, the :,,mount fit for hay-cutting or 
grain-r::ti~ing not being OYer 50,000 acres, in an area. of 6,000 
square miles. Sulphur and the chloride and carbonate of soda 
arc plentiful. Some ten or twelve minincr districts have been laid 
out within the limits of this county. Very little work has been 
done here for the past three years, and latterly there have been 
but few inhabitants in this district. 

LANDER, NYE,-AND LINCOLN COUNTIES constitute what is gen
erally called Eastern Nevada. They embrace, together, consid
erably more than half the territory of the State. * * * A peculiar 
feature of this section is, that it has no outlet to the sea, but its 
streams, which, though generally small, arc quite numerous, flow 
from the mountains to the valley , sometimes for a con iderable 
distance in the yalleys, and then arc lost in the sand. The moun
tains, which rise precipitously, are from a few hundred to 5,000 
feet aboye the snbjacent plain; and, as the general elevation of 
the plains is about 5,000 feet aborn the sea, the most lofty peaks 
attain an altituJc above tide-water of 10,000 feet. These hills 
and mountains are usually covered with scanty patches of pine, 
cedar, and mahogany trees, furnishing excellent fuel, but gener
ally ya]ueless for building material, although there are localities 
where there are groves of pine, from which a fair quality of lum
ber is manufactured. 'i'hese hills and Yalleys, if forbidding in 
their general a pcct, and apparently barren, produce a most ex
cellent and nutritious species of bunch-grass, and con°titute a 
wry superior grazing country; while, in the many caiions of the 
mountains, and in all the large valleys, are tracts of land of an 
exceedingly productive character. The lands susceptible of profit
able tillage amount in the aggregate to a considerable area, and 
arc capable of furnishing most of the products of the form grown 
in temperate climates. The grasses, grain, and vegetables arc of 
good quality. Agriculture and manufactures can be conducted on 
a limited scale, and will be great as istants to the chief resource of 
the country-mining. The mineral-bearing veins of Eastern c
Yada were first made known in 1862, at the time when attention 
was called to the subject by the developments made upon the 
"Comstock ledge," and from which near $75,000,000 of silver have 
been taken. * * "' * 
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In Lander and Nye counties a large numbe~· of mining cli:tricts 
have been organized, and ~uany excelle~t mmes ?evcl~pe<l, and 
costly mills built. The principal p11rsmt ?f the mhab1tants of 
both these counties is mining. Salt xi ts ~n abundance. 

In Lincoln County, many of th rnountam ran~es are found to 
contain metalliferous veins of greater or less magmtude and value, 
but the most valuable so far a <li co,·ered, an<l the only ones yet 
at all de\'elop d, are 'situate in the Pahranagat district, in the 
eastern part of the county. 

Pahranagat Valley, which is 35 miles long, north an<l ouih, 
and. 10 wide contains about 20,000 acres of natural meadow land, 
or of oil th~t can bo rendered arable by irrigation. 

The following is a portion of the Report of Commissioner 
0.APRON respecting Nevada:-

Our only reports from N evacla come from the counties ofWa hoc 
and Esmeralda. The agricultural portions of the formet· were 
sparsely settled prior to 1860, and but little at~ention hacl _been p_aid 
to rai ing cereals, or even vegetable~, the chtef product10n berng 
hay from the wil<l grasses bordering the poncl or streams of water; 
the opinion crenerally pre\'ailed that the soil beyond the c mar
crins named ,~as worthless, but from small experiences made, con
fidence in the pro<luctivenc:<s of the soil in the higher portion of 
the vall 'Y began to increase>, and at the pre cnt time it i · gener
ally conceded. that all of the cereals and more hardy vegeta
bles can be raised with profit. Many tracts of land have been 
taken up, therefore, and render •cl JH'OLluetini and Yalua1le, that 
have been considered worthlesg. The gra s lands of 18GO are 
probably worth no more now than then, excluding improvements. 
Of ERmeralda, also, very little was known prior to 1 GO, at which 
time the mines were di co,·cred, b~·in~ing in large number~, and 
as a consequence, most of the agncuitural lands were taken up, 
and. are now under a good state of cultivation, showing an 
increaRe in value of not les than 100 per cent. 

The average price of wil<l or unimproYctl lands in Wa hoc i 
2.50 per acre, being Government as well a railroad company 

price, there being none held out ·ide. The character of such land 
suited to agricultural purposes is upland valley, covered with 
sage brnsh; soil sanely, in many places a loam predominating, in 
others a kind of clay. In E meralda the soil on the margin of 
the rivers, and in the valleys where there is water, is rich and 
deep; four-fifths of the unimproved land of the county are cov
ered with sage brnsh, rocks, and a few scrub-trees, and is, con
sequently, worthles ; the wood pinyon pine, with a small 
portion of timber. 

,v a hoe County embraces no marked or peculiar resource· 
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excepting in minerals, which have not been thoroughly tested 
to an ext.cut sufficient to demonstrate their value. Peavine 
:Mountain, lying in the western portion of the coun_t.y, ~vidently 
contains larcrc bodies of ore, copper probably predommatmg, fused 
with gold a~d silnr, but from the pecuniary inability of the own
ers of lodes, together with other hindering influences, they have 
not been developed. 

Our E meralcla r porter writes a follows:-
" Our minerals are principally silYer and gold in most of the dis

tricts. The ledges are large and the rocks rich, they being the 
only productive minerals thus far; but we have coppe1:, ir?n, 
lead, cinnabar, gypsum, and some large salt beds, some_ of whwh 
are 20 acres in extent, and the salt two to four feet thick. For 
the great want of capital in this new county the mines are but 
paitially developed, and it is believed that no place offers greater 
mducements to capitalists than thi couuty." 

The hay crop is the specialty in ·w a~hoe; the gra s of the nat
ural varieties mainly, tho1wh considerable aitention i now being 
paid to timothy, an<l som~ to the clovers. But little clre ing 
has been put upon these lands as yet, but they would doubtless 
be improved thereby. In Esmeralda, wheat yields about 30 
bushels .to the acre; barley about 35 bushels; oat 40 ; corn 30 ; 
and potatoes 150 bushels-the culture and profit of which arc 
sati factory. 

Blue-joint, reel-top, clover, peavine, wire-o-rass, wild. rye, &e., 
arc the natural grasses, upon which farm animal. freque11tly graze 
the entire year, ancl perhaps 11 months on an average. Our 
W ashoc reporter estimates the co. t per head for keeping full
grown stock, '25 to $30 per year, whilst in Esmeralda it is given 
at 815 per head. 

Fruit has been but little tried as yet, but apples, peaches, &c., 
of the hardier varieties, hanci done well so far as experiments have 
been made. The question has not been so fully tested, however, 
as to warrant an opinion as to capabilities. 



IDAHO. 

TrrE Territory of Idaho, the ~ Gem of the Mountains," lies 
directly east of Oregon and Washington Territories, with 
Nevada and Utah forming its southern boundary. 

The 1enCTth of the Ten-itory from north to outh is 410 

miles; its !idth on the southern boundary i- 3 5 miles, while 
on tho northern it is only 50. It contains 58,196,480 acres, 
nearly all of which is open to settlement as public land. Its 
population is about 22,000. The Territory is best known for 
its mines of silver and gold. 

The CTeneral characteristic features of the surface of Idaho 
are loft; mountain ranges, abounding in rugged spurs; deep 
(Torcres and canons cut by furious torrents, with frequent 
b ~ 

beautiful agricultural valleys, va t areas of' desert waste covered 
with drifting sand or the "everlasting sage brush." 

MouNTAINs.-The principal mountains in Idaho, are the 
Rocky, Bitter Root, and the Bear mountains, on the east, 
with the Owyhee range on the south. The Boise range is a 

spur of the Bitter Root. 

R1vERs.-The Snake River and its branches drain the whole 
Territory except a portion, of about 120 miles long and 45 wide, 
in the extreme northern part, which is drained by Clark's Fork 
of the Columbia and it branche , and an irregularly-shaped por
tion in the southea tern corner, which is drained by Green and 
Bear rivers. Bear Ri,·er falls into , alt Lake, and Green River 
<'IIlpties into the Colorado. Thi p_ortion of t~e Territory h~s 
some farmincr and a large amount of good grazmg lands, and 1s 
very i::cantily upplicd _wi~h wood. No mines have be~n di. -
covered in 1t. The pr111c1pal branches of the Snake River m 
Idaho are the Clearwater, Salmon, Payette, Boise, and many 
small rivers and creeks, which, uniting, form a large river, with 
many falls and rapids and a current of great swiftness. 

VALLEY OF THE SNAKE.-Thc Valley of the Snake is a huge 
crcsccnt-shapccl basin, about 500 miles long, and 250 miles at its 
greatest breadth. The whole interior is a bed of Yolcanic rocks, 
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in which the ri,•ers haYO cut deep cafions. The surrounding foot
hills arc generally cover d with bunch-grass, afford inf{. excellent 
pasturage. Along the strc~ms arc many valleys contammg tracts 
of land well adapted to agnculturc. . . . 

Bor. :i,: B.\SIS.-ln some parts of the Borne Basm the sallll 1s 
loose, and the ,~·ind drif~ing_ it over th~ p~ains obliterate~ all 
traces of yegetat10n. "\Vh1rlwmds often r:11sc 1t to _a great height, 
and when one of these du t storms pas~cs ~ tram of mc_n. and 
animals, the ai1· is darkened, and brcathmg 1s rendered d1ffict_1lt 
until the storm is over. In the northeastern part of ~he basm, 
on the south side of Clark's Fork, arc three lone .moun~ams c~llcd 
the Three Titans; they ri se, ragged and sharp 111 then· ,outhnc:1, 
and form a notable landmark for traYclers. orth of Fort Hall 
are three similar peak called the Three But~cs, visible for a gr~~t 
distance. The highest, called Ccd~r Butt~, 1s near whc1·? Lewiss 
Fork empties into the Snake. It 1s scantily covered w_1th s~r~b 
cedar , and like the others, is undoubtedly of volcamc on~m. 
When the whole country is densely popu~at_ed the ?nak~ River 
will be turned out of its bed and used to 1rr1gatc this ba. m. In 
that way it can be rcndcrc;l producti~e . . If this riYer a~d its 
tributanes should thu be chrected, nav1gat10n woultl su tam but 
little lo s while acrriculturc would be f!reatly benefit cl. All the 

' "' ., SJ 1 streams emptying into the nakc ~omc distancc_bclow the 10s 10110 
Falls sink before they reach the nvcr, and pa smg under the strata 
of lava come out on the cidc of the ·nakc canon. Several of them 
shoot dut at such a heicrht as to form beautiful cascades; some a.t 
perpendicular leaps, otl~cr in a succc. ion of smal~ falls; some com
bine' falls and rapids, and a sume the mo t bcant1ful form. _o'. fall
iorr water imacrinablc. The white spray and foam stnkmgly 
co~trast with the black prccipiton walls down which the_ rushing 
torrent plunges into _th~ river bclo\\:, In one case a. :·1vcr ran 
over the surface until 1t had worn mto the rock a ca.non about 
a half mile loner. A beautiful ba in or small la.kc still remains 
where the wat~r formerly passed over. In procc of time it 
formc<l an undcrcrround channel, and now comes out at the foot 
of the rock whcrc"'the falls once exi ted. It is 1rnrfcctl y clear, an<l 
althouO'h the de1)th is err •at the trout with which it is crowded 

o o , h 
can be distinctly seen at the bottom. Along the stre:111_1 on eac 
side of the canon is a narrow belt of fine grass an<l willows, en
tirely hidden from view until the spectator stands on its banks. 
The contrast between the beautiful verdure here and the awful 
desolation of the smTounding plain is very striking. . 

The Boise Ilasin diYidcs the mining portions of the Tcrntory 
into two parts; one son tit and one north. The southern or Owy
hee mines arc in the Owyhee }\fountains, and do not cover 11~ar 
the extent of the northern portion, which embraces the BoISe, 
Lemhi, Salmon River, aml Oro Fino mines. 
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TowNs.-Boise City is situated on the east side of the Boise 
River, at the head of the fertile Yalley of the same _name. It has 
a beautiful location is well laid out, and coutarns many fine 
build in O's. Nearly all the passengers and supplies for Boi ·c Basin 
have to

0

pass through it; hence it is a great staging center. Situ
ated between the Owyhee and Boise mines, it will long be the 
commercial center of the southern part of the Territory. The 
climate is milder than in the mines, and resembles that of Utah. 
Boise Basini about thirty miles northeast from Boise City. Its 
length is from ~ftecn to eighteen miles, and bread~h. from_ si~ to 
eight. It contams a number of towns and many mmmg d1stnct1', 
and is the moRt populous part of the Territory. The present 
population is estimated to be about 10,000. Idaho City, the 
larO'est town, was recently burnt, but has been partially rebuilt. 
It iontains probably 4,000 inhabitants. Central City, Placerville, 
and Pioneer are well-built mining towns, containing about 1,000 
inhabitants each. Salmon River has been the scene of two wil<l 
mining excitements. One in 1862, at Florence, on l\Ieadow Creek, 
where 8,000 or 9,000 miners collected-to leave in us short time 
as they assemble<l. The town contains at present about 200 per
sons. The other excitement was at Lemhi, this summer, where 
7,000 to 8,000 miners collected-to scatter as suddenly, except 
some 800 or 900 who had claims, or who could not get away. 
The valley of the Clearwater i a large and fertile agricultural 
valley, the home of the Nez Perces Indians. Lewistown, Oro 
Fino, ancl Elk City were once flourishing places, but now contain 
only a small population. Lewi ton, from its situation at the con
fluence of the Clearwater and Snake rivers, the head of naviga
tion, must in time become a place of importance. \Varren's Dig
gings have a conRiQ.erable mining population. 

The portion of the Territory drained by Clark's Fork of the 
Columbia has a milder climate than is found farther south, and 
corresponds to the Y ocko and Bitter Hoot valleys in l\Iontana. 

There are three lakes of considerable size in Idaho, the Cceur 
d'Aline, about twenty-four miles long, and two or three wide, 
very inegular in form; the Pen d'Oreille, a crescent-shaped lake, 
about thirty miles long, and five broad; and the Boatman, about 
the same length, and six miles wide. The Pen d'Orerlle and 
Clark's Fork arc nayigable for steamers for eighty miles. 

The discovery of the Owyhee mines led to the building of 
Boonville, Ruby, and Sih·cr cities. Boonville was built first, and 
depended on placer mines; it is now nearly deserted. Ruby City 
was both a placer and vein mining town; at present it is sup
ported by a few placer and quartz mill , neither increasing nor 
diminishing perceptibly in population. Silver City is the largest 
town in Owyhee. It is a }Jicturesque Yillage, neatly packed away 
among the mountairn,, in Jordan's Canon, with mines, quartz 
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'll hotels stores clwellino·s school-houses, which serve for 
ID! s, , ' 0 ' • • • l . d . 11 
churches on Sundays, and an active minmg popu atron, an w1 
long be a mining town of importance.-Browne's Report. 

Governor D. W. BALLARD, in his annual message to the 
territorial legislature of 1866-'67, says :-

For th~ first two years after the settlement of ot~r Territory, 
Idaho was looked upon only as a theater for spe?ulat10n, and as a 
place for a_tem_porary r~sidence, wher:, by endunn_~ the necessary 
toil and p1'l\'at1ons, rapid fortunes might b~ acquued. The ~er
ritory was first peopled by those_ who~e obJCCt was the acq_u1re
mcnt of a speedy fortune, and, this bem,g do~e, t~ retu~·n either 
to the Pacific or Atlantic States; but tins feelmg 1s rapidly sub
siclincr and the abundant success attendin(l' both mining and 
agric~ltnral purRuits during the. past ye~r i~ fast removing ~he 
prejudices that have formerly existed agamst Idaho as a locat10n 
for permanent residence. . 

The most reliable information on the snhject establishes the 
fact, that the yield of precious metal~, in the agp,r~ga~e, for the 
past year exceeds that of an:y pre~eclmg year. . I his, 111 connec
tion with the fact, that opcrat10ns 111 gold and s1lve_r quartz, Ot~r 
principal somce of mineral wealth, are as yet only .m embr70, 1s 
a source of gratification to every one concerned rn the future 
prosperity of the Territorr. . Tl~c le<lge_s alr~dy o_pened a~cl 
worked unif?rmly present mchcat10ns_ of_ mc_reasm& nchne~s ;_ m 
not a si1wle mstance have the1·e been 111d1cat10ns of deprccrat10n 
in the de

0

po its of mineral wealth. Only a small :i:iroportion of 
the golcl and . ilver-bearing quartz ledges already discovered and 
known to be rich some of them almost fabulously so, arc as yet 
beinO' worked. J<--.'rom observations made during the past summer 
by i~telligent and scientific ge~tlemen, the conclusion is_ drawn 
that these led(l'es which have yielded so abundantly clunng the 
present year, ~Yill next year prodLtCe still grea~er profits, while 
many more ·will be s1iccessfolly opened, and then· yrnld be found 
equally abundant. 

Agricultural pursuit::,, ±:or two yea.rs almo?t totally ncglec~ed, 
have been prosecuted cltlnug the past ye_ar with th~ most gratify
ing results. l\Iany hundreds of acres 111 the ~01s_e Valley _an_d 
other localities have been brought under cult1 vat10n, ancl it 1s 
cheerin(l' to learn that the yield per acre, of both cereals and 
vegetables, will compare favorably with the yield of any other 
locality on the Pacific coast. The day is not far distant when 
but little, if any, of the productions rai eel on the Pacific c:oa, t 
will be brought over the Blue Mountains for the support of the 
people of Ida~10 Territory. Arrangements for more extended 
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operations in both mining and agricultural pur~uits are a~ready 
in progl'e s for the ensuing year. The amount ot land ct~lt~vatcd 
this year will doubtless be more _than doubled n~x.t, m:d it. is ~afc 
to estimate that equal success will attend_ the 1111m!1g mtme ts of 
the country. In connection wi_th the agncultural mterests o_f ~he 
Terl'itory, it is not uninterestmg to know that an m~terpnsmg 
fal'mer of Boi c ,~alley, during the pa t summer, cultivated sor-
rr]rnm with the most successful re ult~. . .. 0 "'hile the two principal pursuits of om: Tcrr~t<?ry, mmmg and 
aO'ricultul'e have thus been pro ecuted with efficient energy ancl 
s~ccess, all' other indu trial purR~tit con ~q~1ent "?pon them ha rn 
been corrc ponclingly remunerative, and 1t 1s hcl_ievcd that there 
arc mol'C settled familie , more competent b~1smess men, more 
actiYe and worthy working m_en, snch ~s constitute tho bone ancl 
sinew of every country, now m om mid t, who look upon Ic~aho 
as their future home than there ever have been at any prcv10ns 
period. . . . . . 

The idea of extravaO'ant speculation 1s givmg way to patient 
toil and well-regulated

0

economy, and, judging the future_ by the 
past, thi healthier sentiment ?n the part ?f the people will grad
ually increase until Idaho will abound 111 all ~he fixtures ~nd 
clements of a well-established and properly orgamzed commumty. 
As the resources of the country arc more and more developed, 
other branches of industry, hitherto dormant, will doubtle s be 
thrown open for the active and C'ncrgetic labor of the country. 
All thi1ws considered the future of Idaho may now be looked 
upon with more confidence than at any former period of her 
history. 

:Merns.-The mines of Idaho occur in isolated groups separa
ted by long tracts apparently barren in the precious met~ls. 
They may be diviued into four district . On the n_orth, Oro F1_no 
and Elk City; then east and west, the almon River, the ~01se 
Ba in, and Rocky Bar, and in the south, the Owyhee mmes. 
Gold. was di covered in this Territory on the banks of the Pen 
d'Oreille River, in 1852, by a French ana<lian, but no~ in pay
ing quantities. In 1 60, a company of prospectors d1scov?rcd 
the Oro Fino mines and durinrr that winter 25 men remamed 
there. The mines at Elk City ~ere soon after di covered. In 
the spring of 1861, 1,500 or 2,000 men came to work them. Oro 
Fino Creek ha paid in spots fo1· a cfo,tancc of 20 miles; Rhodes 
Creek and Canal Gulch also proved to be good localities, antl 
although no remarkably rich placers were found in 1 61-'62 the 
mines paid yery fairly. Since then the discovery of Boise Basin, 
Owyhee, and Montana h:wo drawn the miners from this district. 
Except at ,v as en's diggings, Yery little is done in this part of 
the country at pre ent. ,vhen wages become cheaper, miners 
may rework these mines to advantage. 
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The PooRMA.N Mu·u:.-In regard to this rich and celebrated 
mine, Mr. BROWNE remarks :-

The net yiehl of the ores from thi mine is wonderful, and is 
due mainly to their richnes . A large amount is left in the tail
inrr . The managers arc perfectly aware of this, for at the com
pa":iy's mill, by a well arranged system of reservoirs, all the tail
ings are sa,·ecl, so that when the water leaves the la t reservoir 
it 'is clear and can be m1ed over again. This mill is well construct
ed and conveniently arranged. The ore is crushed. wet and is amal
gamated in parn,. This collect the free gold, the i-il ver from 
the chloride of silver, and a portion from the silver glance; but 
the gold from the sulphnrct~, and nearly all the i,ilver in combi
nation with sulphur, remain in the tailings. The average yield 
of the ore is '229.41 per ton. 

A correspondent writes to the Cincinnati Enquirer from 
Boise City, under date of December 20 :-

The first settlement commenced in the spring of 1863; the 
first ~hanty went up in Boi ·e in July of that year. ~Tow there 
are twenty re pcctablc tore~, with stocks ranging from 20,000 
to $50,000. There are three hotels, seven livery stable , SL'C 
blackl-mith shops, one tin 8hop, two silversmith's shop , three shoe 
and boot shops, two saddle shop , two churches (small), three 
butcher shops, several restaurants, tailor ', gum,miths', and a 
variety of other shops. Al,;o two fine flouring mills. Flour is 
now 7 cent per pound; pork, by the hog, 20 cents; retail, 25 to 
30 cents; beef about the same; good nnlch cows, ·50 to $100 ; 
butter, 75 cents to $1 per pouml; milk, 75 cents per gallon; 
chicken, , 75 cent to 1 per head; eggs, 75 cents to 'l per dozen 
-now '1.50; sugar, 25 cents IJer pound; coffee, 40 cents; dried. 
fruit, 28 to 33 cent ; lard, 35 cents per pound; potatoes, 2 cents; 
other vegetables in proportion; onions, 4 cent ; cabbage, 3 cent!', 
and so on. To out-of-the-way country ever improved faster than 
thi . ,v e have good farming tools-reapers, mower , and thrash
ers. Orchards arc beginning to bear. It is a ~ood stock coun
try. I am not yet feeding my milch cows. 1'ly younrr cattle 
are good beef runnillg in the hills. There is a very small° propor
tion of tillable land in the Territory, but what there is i O"eneral
ly exe~llent, being altogether very level. If ever you co1~e here 
you w1_ll be sm:c not to like th_e appearance at first sight, for it 
looks like all lulls and mountarns ; but I plucked wild flowers on 
the foot of the hills to-day, and herewith inclo c one or two. We 
have daily mails from the East, California, and Oregon. 

From the Report, for 1 6'7, of LAFAYETIE 0.A.RTER, Surveyor
General of Idaho, we extract the following :-

8 
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CLrnATE.-The altitude of Idaho Territory, with its mo_untains 
and tabl •-lands, renders the winters cold compared with the 
country lying west, but dry an1 )iealthy. 

The Boise, Payette, and W e1ser valleys arc sheltered and 

mil~~r.-The soil of the valleys is highly favorable to t_he growth 
of cereals and vecrctation. Extcn. ~ve crop are rat ed wh~re 
irrigation is practicable. The alkah land, mostl_y_ covered w1_th 
sage-brush, ha proved well ad~pted to the ra1srncr _of g~·am. 
The soil, reported secoml rate, bemg decompo eel gramte, yields 
the heaviest crops. . 

TABLE-LAxns.-Thc extensive table-lands are c?vercd with 
wild gra · cs and wild rye, and are valuabl~ for. graz111g. . 

TrnBER.-The mountains are clothctl with prne ~ml fir tnnber. 
The valleys arc destitute of timber exce_pt a s1~ccies of cotton
wood growincr aloncr the banks of the nvcr;;. fhc valleys arc 
depending up~n the

0 
mountains at a heavy co t for lumbm· and 

fuel. f 11 . :MrnERALS.-Gold is found on the head-waters o a the rJVers. 
Rich placer mines h::wc be~n profitably W?rked for years on the 
Clearwater and Salmon nvers. Exten 1ve placer and quartz 
mines arc fonntl on the Boi e River and its brancbc , embracing 
cveral districts. ~!any rich quartz lodes of golcl and ilrnr h:n-e 

been di~covere<l. and partially worked; their fu.t_urc development 
depending upon the reduced cost of transportation and other ~x
penses, which thus far have retarded the gi-owth and prospcnty 
of the country. , . . 

The quartz and placer mines of Owyhee County, s1tn~ted m 
the southwest part of the Territor~, have proved to b~ emmently 
rich so far as developed. Some ot the ledges are bcrng worked 
with valuable machinery, repaying the capital in".estecl, though 
at an enormous outlay. The qua~tit,y a~d quahty o~ the ore 
already abstracted arc fayorable 111tlwat10ns of then· future 
wealth. 

cveral thou ands of gold and silver quartz claims have been 
taken up and reco1:ded, mor? or less l?roslJcc~ed, but the heavy 
expen, cs under winch the mmcrs of tlus 'Ierntory have labored, 
has, in general, prevented their f:ucce sful development. The 
near approach of the Pacific Tiailroad to the outhern borders of 
the Territory will materially reduce the cost of working the 
mines, when the resources of the country will be more favorably 
brought into notice. 

PoPULATION.-From the mo t reliable sources of information 
the population i estimated at twenty thousand. This docs not 
include the floating portion of miner', which this year has been 
comparatively small. 

!lCPROVE:\!El\"TS, &c.-The farmers in general have erected 
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ubstantial dwellings, barn , and fences, and are extensively en
craged in planting fruit-trees. l\lany thousands of apple, plum, 
pear, peach, and cherry trees have been planted, some of which 
arc already bearing. The e were obtained at a distance, under 
the customary disadvantages, but will, in another year, repay the 
risk and outlay. 

The following description of the "shrub of the desert," 
which covers so large a portion of the great Plains of the 
We t, may not prove uninteresting:-

" SAGE-BRusrr.-This shrub in general appearance resembles the 
cultiYatecl .age, having the same form ancl color, flower, leaf, and 
branch; its aroma being similar, but stronger and not so agreea
ble. Its average height is about three feet; sometimes it attains 
the height of five feet, with a diameter of foui- or five inches. 
The sage is strictly the shrnb of the de crt. From the eastern 
foot-hills of the Rocky l\fountains to the Pacific Ocean, and from 
Mexico to the British possession~, it occupies nearly all lands too 
poor and dry to support any other vegetation. It burn , even 
when green, with a quick bright flame, and in many extensive 
cli trict is the sole fu('} of emigrant. , mincrR, ancl prospectors. In 
the late Range di. trict, in the southern part of 'alifornia, it was 
used successfully as fuel in generating steam for a quartz mill. 
The cost of gathering and using it is about the ·ame as that of 
wood in a moderately wooded di trict. '\Vherc Indian labor is 
available it i much cheaper. A smaller variety, called t,he white 
sage, is valuable for grazing in the winter. Cattle thrive on it, but it 
imparts a peculiar though not disagreeable flavor to beef." 
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IN the year 1803, Thomas Jefferson, the immortal author of 
the Declaration of Independence, proposed to Congress " the 
sending an exploring party to trace the Missouri to its 
source to cross the hi(l'hlands and follow the best water com-

' b 'fl munication which offered itself from thence to the Paci c 
Ocean." Congress approved the proposition, and appropriated 
the requisite funds. 

The command of the party was intrusted to Captain M. 
Lewis a brave and reliable man, and Captain William Clark 
was a~pointed second in command. Their little army con
sisted of nine young Kentuckians, fourteen United States 
soldiers, an interpreter, and two French voyageu1·s. 

The expedition, well armed and equipped, embarked on 
board of three frail boats, and with "stars and stripes" 
flung free to the breeze, this vanguard of the coming Yankee 
nation sailed away from St. Louis on the 14th of May, 1 04, 
to penetrate a region as little known as the Polar Sea. Rest
ing from the fatigues of their romantic and perilous journey, 
they spent the winter at the mouth of Big Knife River, among 
the Mandan Indians, and upon the 13th day of June, 1805, 
reached the now celebrated Falls of the Missouri, in the heart 
of the present Territory of Montana, about 75 miles from the 
city of Ilelena. 

Lewis and Clark's description of these Falls is interesting. 
Of the Lower Falls their report says:-

For ninety or a hundred yards from t~E; left cliff, the ~ater 
falls in one smooth even sheet over a precipice of at least eiihty 
feet. The rernainidg part of the r~ver pr(;cipitates itse~f with a 
more rapid current, but, being received as 1t falls by t~e irregular 
and somewhat projecting rocks below, form~ a splendid pro. pect 
of perfectly- white foa~ two !1m;1dred ya:ds ~n ~ength,_ and eighty 
in perpendicular elevation. This spray is dissipated mto a thou-
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sand shapes, sometimes flying up in columns of ~fteen o: twenty 
feet which are then oppressed by larger masses ot the white foam, 
on ;u which the sun impresses the brightest colors of the rainbow. 

And of the Upper Falls :-
Captain Lewi heard a loud roar about him., and crossing the 

point of a h)ll for. a few hundred yards, he_ ~aw 0I,le _of the most 
beautiful objects 111 nature: the whole J\hs oun is suddenly 
stopped by one shelving rock, which, without a single niche, 
and with an edge as straight and regular as if formed by art, 
stretches itself from one side of the river to the other for at least 
a quarter of a mile. Over this it precipitates into an even uninter
rupted sheet to the perpendicular depth of fifty feet, whence, 
<lashing against the rocky bottom, it rushes rapidly down, leav
ing behind it a spray of the purest foam across the river. The 
scene which it presented was indeed singularly beautiful, com
bining all the regular elegances which the fancy of a painter 
would scfoct to form a beautiful water-fall. 

On the 12th of August they reached the " remotest waters 
of the :Missouri." Soon after they drank from the Columbia, 
rolling its floods away to the west-sublime in its lonely 
majesty and grandeur-and on the 7th of ovember they 
looked for the first time upon the blue waters of the Pacific, 
feeling, perhaps, as much emotion as did Balboa, when he 
threw himself upon his knees an<l thanked God for permitting 
him to be the discoverer of this great ocean. 

After many perils and privations, the returning party 
reached St. Louis . on the 23d of September, 1806, after an 
absence of nearly three years. They had been mourned as 
dead, and their safe return was the signal for wide-spread joy. 
It was the great event of the day, and the whole land was 
swift to do them honor. 

All the objects of the enterprise, as detailed in President 
Jefferson's instructions had been accomplished: the boundaries of 
science were greately extended, and to our fathers was pre
sented a knowledge of this empire of natural wealth and wonders 
-lands of matchless fertility, and exhaustless mines of silver, 
gold, :-ind copper-which their posterity was destined so soon to 
fill with all the arts and embellishments of civilization with 
wealth, with freedom. and happiness. ' 

The Territory of Montana lies between Dakota on the east 
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and Idaho on the west. It has an area of 143,7'76 square 
miles, or about 92,000,000 of acres, all of which is open to 
settlement as public land. Its present population is variously 
estimated at from 40,000 to 65,000. Although one of our most 
recently organized Territories, :Montana ranks next to Cali
fornia and evada in its yield of precious metals, the first 
discoveries of which were made in 1862. 

Em bracing within its limits the range of the Rocky 
Mountains, and the heads of two of the greatest rivers that 
wind their long and devious courses through the lower coun
tries to the Pacific and Atlantic oceans, this Territory may 
justly claim the appellation of the '' Golden Summit." 

OuMATE.-The climate of Montana in the valleys is less 
col<l than that of the Eastern States. It is colder in the 
mountains, and much snow falls. The Territory is everywhere 
remarkably healthy. 

1\Ir. MAGUIRE, of Helena, M. T., in a little work upon the 
resources of Montana, says :-

Wild flowers spangle our hills in l\Iarcb, and hill and dale 
:ire robed in gr~en in the month of April. Can that be aid of 
any ea tern_ ect10n north of t. Louis?. Excepting a few intensely 
cold days m January, and hot ones m August the climate of 
Montana. is rema~·kable for its equability-gcn~rally open anc1 
plea ant m the \;'mtcr months, and mild and salubrious in the 
summer .. And o~vi~g to the purity of the atmosphere-refreshccl 
and modified, a 1t 1s, by the breezes of both oceans and free of 
all malarious influences- he is one of the most healthful regions 
on the fac~ of ~he glo~e: ~rue, he is not an Italy or California; 
bu_t h~r ch1:llat1c _cond!t10_n is no more objectionable than that of 

S
llhno1s,AW1dc?n~111, l\I1cl11gan, Minne ota, or any other rorthern 

tate. n is it not true tb'.1-t man, since Civilization began her 
nort~warcl march from _the bn~ht suns and flowery plains of the 
~I~d1terrancan, has ~clue\'ecl lus greatest triumphs in all the cnno
blmg art where skies were the angrie t, and phy ical effort the 
mo t ncces ary? ,v e are on the latitudinal lines which cro s the 
mos~ populous, prospcrow,, and wealthy lands of the globe, in either 
hem1_ ph~re, and nature ha~ no~ bcc1:i m~re lavish in h_er gifts at any 
othe1 pomt_ of the w?rld-g1:dh~g circmt. If you w1, h to breathe 
the cncrvatmg and mia ~atic air of the tropics, follow tbc 1\li ouri 
d?wn to where she sl~1gg1!lhly pours her tribute to the sea; but if 
v1go_r of body a~d mmd ye seek, come up to the beautiful valleys, 
sublime mountams, and stupenclou cataract , which give her birth. 
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The following, respecting tho agricultural and mineral re
sources of Montana, is taken from the Report of the Surveyor
General of the Territory :-

AomcuLTURE.-1 find the land in the valleys, suitable for cul
tivation to be fi rRt-rate ancl unusually fertile, almost every variety 
of the c~rcals yielding abundantly. A mountain stream of good 
size generally courses rapidly through the valley, increasing in 
vol~me from r:iany springs and clear sparkling brooks from the 
adjacent hills and mountains. A sufficient supply of water for 
in:igation is generally afforded, and the table-_lands, _situated below 
the ources of the streams, can be watered with fac1lity, thus add
ing a large percentage of fertile lands, ·which, until recently, were 
supposed to be confined to the bottoms alone. The soil of the c 
table-lands is of fine quality, and it has been ascertained that the 
crop in such localities are more certain and quite as abundant 
as those produced on_ the low l:,,nds of the yallcy~. I belie~e full~ 
one-third of the entire area of the Terntory is su cept1ble ot 
profitable cultivation. 

The more important valleys, requiring immediate survey, are 
the Bitter Root, Deer Lodge, Hell Gate, Round, Big Hole, Beaver 
Head Stinkincr Water, J effer on, Madi on, Gallatin, Boulder, 
Prick'ly Pear, i1cluding Helena and thc_:Mi, souri, fr~m the Three 
Forks to Car.on Ferry, cast of Helena, m all of wlnch there are 
settlements. 

The arable land· in these valleys, from a careful estimate, 
amount to 9,000 square miles, and contract will be let as soon 
as possible to experienced deputies for the survey of portions 
amountincr to the present appropriation. .r atural roads lead 
from the different valleys to the cities, towns, ~nd mining cam~s, 
many of which arc equaled only by the best 1mprove<l roads m 
the States. 

A ready home market is found fo1: the pro~uce of the _rm:iches 
and dairie , and the supply of the different ku1;ds of g_ram 1 , no 
doubt, sufficient for the wants of the population, until another 
crop is prouuced. Potatoes :nc sellin~ at two cents per pound, 
anc1, together with other root crops, are rn grea~ abundance. T~c 
yield of potatoes has been so gr at, that I bc_ltevc fully one nul
lion bu hels could have l,een exported, and still leave enough for 
home consumption. 

The wheat raised in Gallatin Valley is carefully estimated at 
8,000 acre ; an<l other small grains, such as oats, barley, rye, 
&c., are placed at 6,000 acres. From that already thrashed, the 
yicltl will be at lea t an ayeragc of thirty bushel to the acre, 
making, as a low calculation of all the grain in that valley, 
420,000 bushels. Several of the other valleys have large crops 
thi season, but I have no data of them. 



120 WIIERE TO EMIGRATE, .AND WHY. 

The list shows 166,140 acres of lancl under cultivation, and the 
total valuation of propel'ty assessc<l, $5,708,118. Although the 
returns arc not full, some idea can be bad of the immense re
sources of Montana. 

There are a number of flouring mill:,; in the agricultural por
tions of the country all doino- a gooll bu ·iness. There arc three 
laro-e one in the G;llatin valley, and more are being erected in 
otl~r places. From this time, no profitable shipments of flour 
can be expected into }Iontana. 

GRAZIXG LAXDS.-The grazing lands are of great extent, and 
of the be t quality; there can be none finer in the world. The 
most nutritious o-ra ses cover all the valleys, bills, and mountains, 
except on the v~y highest ranges. Cattle and stock of all kinds 
can be kept in good condition all winter on these lands, generally 
without even hay. 

Beeves are taken from among the different herds at all seasons 
of the year, and found to be of the fattest and sweete t, making 
delicious food. The nutritious grasses make them more tender 
and of finer quality than the grain-fed stock of the States. Many 
large herds of cattle are now being grazed in the Territory, their 
number being estimated at 40,000. Thcl'e are also numerous 
bands of hol'ses and mules herded throughout the country, which, 
together with the oxen, are largely used for the transportation of 
good between the different commercial points. 

hr:llIGRATIOx.-Owing to the Indian tl'oubles on the plains this 
season, the great thoroughfares to this Tcrritol'y were I artially 
cut off, except the Missouri River, which was the only route free 
from molestation. Many availed themselves of this route, and a 
lar~e number of boats landed at Fort Benton, loaded with freight 
an<.l many pas engers. The OYerland coach carl'icd qnite a num
ber of immigl'ants through, but the clangel's were so great that 
bnt few emigrant trains would encounter them. The northern 
overland route from .Minnesota has been traversed, with inter
ruptions by the Indians in some cases, and the mails are some
times ob tructcd. The class of citizens who are generally coming 
into the Territory arc those who intend making their homes here. 
Hence many families are coming and settling up the different 
valleys. The farming population is fast increa ino- and a o-reat 
number of miners find it profitable to devote thcit time to "'agri
culture. 

TnrnER.-Timber is generally found on the mountains and 
foot-hills, and alon~ the water-coul'ses. Pine fir and cedar pre
dominate. Pine differs in size, according to its locality; on the 
slopes of the mountains, especially on the Pacific side it is laro-c · 
on the hi~hcst points it is short and scant. Firs (the'balsam ;nd 
spruce) aoound on the northern slopes and colder reo-ions of the 
mountains, often attaining great size. Cedar is usu~lly stunted 
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and scrubby growing on rocky, sterile soil, and used only for fire
wood. Timber for building, fencing, and fuel, as well as for 
minino- purposes, is found in abundance to supply the wants of 
the set.tiers and there is but little land that may be said to be 
without the~e necessary materials close at hancl. 

Numerous saw-mills arc running constantly, to supply the de
mand for lumber, which sells readily at from $30 to $50 per 
thousanll feet. 

BurLDISG ~liTERIALs.-Building- tone of granite, limestone, 
and sln.te is found in ail portions of the country, together with 
the materials for brick, slate for roofing, &c. Superior fire-clay 
has also recently been di. covered in great abundance, the want 
of which has been felt heretofore in building furnaces. :Many 
fire-proof bu ine s buildings have been erected in Virginia City, 
Helena, and Sterling. 

1'\lousTAIN PAssEs--Therc are several passes over the mount
ains, some of which are doubtless fea ible for the construction of 
railroads. The lowest of those now known arc the Deer Lodge 
and Mullan's passes, requiring no tunnels, the former 5,000 feet 
and the latter 6,000 feet above the level of the sea. 

COAL has been found on the Big Hole River, about sixty 
miles from Bannock City; in Jackass Gulch, on the east side of 
the Madison River; and at Summit district, near Vil"ginia City. 
These arc all bituminous, and the seams do not exceed three or 
four feet in width, as far as known. Coal al o exi ts on the head 
of the Yellowstone River. Brown coal, or lignite, is found in 
great quantities on the banks of the Mi ouri and Yellowstone 
rivers, valuable as common fuel, bnt of uo great value for manu
factnring purposes. It is also found on the head-waters of the 
Teton and l\Iarias rivers, branches of the Missouri. 

fooN.-A deposit of iron ore has been di covel'cd on Jackass 
Creek, a tributary of the l\Iadison River, but its extent is unknown. 
It is supposed to be valnable. 

CorPER.-Thcrc is a group of copper lodes along the J\Iusclc
shell River, believed to be valuable. The lodes generally run 
cast and west, and assayers have detected gold, in small quantities, 
in specimens examined. The width of vein i from three to four 
feet. As yet no arrangements have been made for working these 
mines, nor have any shipments of ore been made to any place for 
that purpose, so far as known. Some l'Ccent di covcries of placer 
copper have been made on Beaver Creek, near Jefferson City, 
which show some splendid specimens. But freights arc so high 
that nothing can be made at copper mining until the rates arc 
reduced. 

SILVER MrNEs.-The first discovery of silver mines in the Ter
ritol'y was made by Professor Eaton, of New York, on Rattle
snake Creek, opposite the town of Argenta. The mineral was 
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argentiferous galena. About the same time silver was discovered 
on the heacl of Prickly Pear Creek, above Beavertown. Subse
quently lodes containing both gold and silver were discovered at 
and near Virginia City, in the Madison range of mountains, on 
the J cffcrson, Prickly Pear, Ten Mile, and Boulder creeks, and 
also in the vicinity of Helena. The most recent discovery is on 
Flint Creek, a branch of Hell Gate River. On the head of this 
stream a district has been fow1d abounding in silver lodes, the 
assays of which have been of astonishing richness. Great activ
ity is exhibited there at present in prospecting, developing the 
lodes and building mills and furnaces. Many furnaces are being 
put up in different parts of the Territory. The best results ob
tained have been at Argenta, where, under the superintendence 
of gentlemen of skill and experience, the smelting works have 
been very successful, and several shipments of silver have been 
made this season. 

PLACER MINEs.-The :first placer mines worked in this Terri
tory were found on the Hell Gate River, in 1862. In the fall the 
mines at Bannock were discovered. In May, 1863, the mines on 
Alder Gulch, where Virginia City now stands, were discover
ed, and an immense impetus given to prospecting, and about 
$20,000,000 have been taken from there since that time. About a 
year aftenrard mines were discovered on Priddy Pear, where 
Helena now stands. 

Valuable mines were discovered on the eastern side of the Mis
souri, and immense sums have been taken from Confederate Gulch 
and Montana Bar. Diggings were struck on the Big Blackfoot 
in 1865, which have proc1ncec1 largely. 

All the gulches are on the head-waters of the :Missouri, Colum-. 
bia, and Yellowstone rivers, and are generally contained within 
the parallels of 45° and 47° 30' and the meridians ll0° and ll4° 
west longitude. The number amounts to hundreds, and almost 
every day increases it. 

At the present ti.me there is great excitement in the western 
portion of the Territory about mines said to exist on the Big 
Bend of the Kootenay, which are probably within the limits of 
the Territory. 

Gulch mining is attended with many difficulties in this country. 
The season is short, ancl the gold generally found on the bed 
rock, often fifty or sixty feet from the surface. vVhen provisions 
and labor become cheaper, many gulches will be worked that at 
present are untouched. They are known to contain gold, but 
prices at present are too high to yield a profit on them. 

Large amounts of money have been expended this season in 
ditches and preparations for gulch mining next year, and fully 
fifty per centum more gold will be taken out than has been 
the present season. I estrmate this year's work at $20,000,000. 
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To conclude, not a tenth part of the Territory has been pros-
pected. . . 

GoLD-BEARrnG LonEs.-The :first gold-bearmg lode of this Ter-
ritory was discovered at Bannock in 1862, and called the Dakota. 
The surface indications were extraordinarily good, and gave a 
stimulus to prospecting which resulted in the discovery of many 
valuable lodes in that part of the country. The results from 
these lodes proving satisfactory, several mills were erected, and 
are now at work upon rock taken from them. Some of the largest 
and finest lodes of this section have been discovered this season, 
and the hope is entertained that quartz mining may prove suc
cessful in this the pioneer mining camp of Montana. 

Several thousand lodes have been discovered in Madison County, 
many of which are in the vicinity of Virginia City. 

There are a large number of mills in this county, either in suc
cessful operation or in process of erection, and the results thus far 
have been generally satisfactory. Much capital has been em
barked in mining enterprises, and the work has been prosecuted 
with an energy that attests the confid~nce. of t~e opei:ators and 
gives assurance of success. At Summit City, eight miles a.b?ve 
Virginia City, near the head of Alder Gulch, gold quartz m11:1mg 
is extensively carried on. The lodes are_ nume~·ous and ncl:; 
several mills are in operation and others bemg bmlt. From tins 
point there is a succession of auriferou~ lodes ~o the foot of Alder 
Gulch a distance of ten or twelve miles. Fme ledges are also 
found 'on the west side of the Madison range, in Ramshorn, Cali
fornia, and Beran's gulches, while Mill Creek and "\Yisconsin 
o-ulches afford o-ood prospects. Some of the gold-bearrng lodes 
gf this region o~ntain large quantities of argentiferous ,galena. 

There is a valuable quartz district between Hot Sprmgs Creek 
and Meadow Creek on the east side of the Madison range, and 
still another to th; north of it, on Norwegian Gulch. At the 
Sterling mining district, in this section, there are many valuable 
lodes and five mills in operation. In some other of these places 
mills 'are at work, generally with fine success. 

There are also mining districts on the waters of the J effers<?u 
River, known as the ~ilver Star, Highland, and Rochest_er, ~n 
which lodes have been found of imm011se value, some of wluch, m 
their present undeveloped state, have solJ. for large sums. One, the 
Green Campbell, was bought by a New York comp_any for $80,000. 

There are several districts on the Boulder, Prickly Pear, and 
Flint creeks and Deer Lodo-e River, which have shown :fine in
dications ai{d are bein<r wo~ked to a considerable extent. One 
lode the'Atlantic Cabl: situated on Little ~oose Creek, a tribu
tary of the Deer Lodg~, gives extraordinary promise. Though 
little work has been done upon it, the sum of $180,000 has been 
offered for it and refused. 
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The Bailey lode, in the Dead Wood district, on the head
waters of the Little Blackfoot, also deserves particular mention. 
Pa~·ties who harn been prospecting_ for it for _the two past years 
claun to have recently struck the vcm or crencc, and are takino
out rock of remarkable richness. "' 

To the cast of the :Missouri River, near Diamond City, is a larcrc 
and promising quartz region, which is attracting much attentio;. 
Two mills are already in operation, and several companies have 
been organizc>d, one of them with a capital of , 1 000 000 and a 

k . . l f ' ' ' ' wor mg capita o :S300,000, for the purpose of developincr and 
working some of the leading mines. Large quantities of ma~hine
ry, and all the necessary appliances for the sucees ful workino
of the lodes and extracting the precious metals, have been ordered 
from the East, and large results are expected next season. 

The district of gold mining now receivincr a considerable por
tion of publi_c att~ntion is that aroun~ Ilel~na, a great many of 
the lodes bemg situated on the Oro Fmo and Grizzly gulches to 
the southwest of the city, stretchino- along to the northw~rd 
toward Ten .l\Iile, connecting with that district and Blue Cloud. 

The Union lode, No. 2, is situated near Grizzly Gulch. Re
cent crushings of ore have yielded seventy-two dollars to the 
toi_:i. A~other, the Park lode, is also doing well, while on the 
ne1ghbormg g?lches there are many fine lodes, which only need 
labor :i,n_d capital to make them rival any thing yet found in 
any mrnrng country. 

On Ten .l\Iilc Creek, a stream that flows from a source near the 
summ~t of the Rocky .l\Iountains, in a northea terly direction, 
there 1s a fine lot of lodes, some of which have assayed a large 
percentage of gold, while there is an intermingling of silver. 
Careful ag ays prove the e lodes to contain from $25 to $300 per 
ton of ore, and by th~ " working test" made in St. Louis, $240 

per ton has been obtamed from rock taken from within seven feet 
of the surface. The veins are generally firm and solid within a 
few feet of the surface; the ledges from five to thirty feet hicrh. 

Blue Cloud, a new district, about ten miles from Ilelcn~ on 
Ten :Mile, is opening out well. l\fachinery is being erected ~nd 
development rapidly made. ' 

In addition to the many mills, there are scattered over the dif
ferent portions of the country, wherever there are any promising 
lodes, a large number of arastras. They are a rude mill con
structed for the purpose of working quartz, and generally driven 
by water-po:ver. l\fost of them do well, and yield hand ome 
wage~ to th?H' owners. Some a1:e erected for the purpose of dc
veloprng mmes, rather than gom"' to the expen e of brin<Ting 

h. h . b "' 

mac mery on to t e prerruses too early, deeming it best to prove 
the value o( o_ne $O~d lode rather than own many with no knowl
edge of their mtrms1c we:i.lth. The owners of lodes are generally 

MONTANA. 125 

anxious to procure Government patents for their claims, and 
already there have been several applications filed. ext season 
I have no doubt but a large proportion of the owners of quartz 
will take advantage of the mineral law to get titles to their 
mines. 

There have been more valuable discoveries of lodes this season 
than eyer before, and capital is being carefully used in developing 
them. By the use of an arastra, and a small amount of money, 
each lode can be tested economically and sufficiently. Five hun
dred thousand dollars judiciously expended this season would 
open out enough mines to insure the success of one thousand 
mills next year. This seems to be the general theory on which 
miners are working, and can consequently offer inducements to 
capitalists in another season. 

The lodes in Montana are generally better defined than in any 
other mining country in the world, and the singular freaks some
times taken by them in other regions arc less frequent here. The 
simplicity of the ores is a theme of general remark, and although 
sulphurcts are often found, they arc taken as an indication of 
richne s, and their appearance looked upon as a promise of ulti
mate succcs . 

On the whole, the gold lodes of Montana look in every way 
encouraging; in every quarter the highest hopes arc expressed, 
and all look forward to great wealth for the Territory from this 
source. 

MrscELLANEOus.-The principal shipments of merchandise to 
this Territory arc made by steamboats, via the :Mis ouri River, 
from St. Louis to Fort Benton, at a cost of about eight cents per 
pound. From this place tran portation is had by means of ox, 
mtue, and horse trains, to the towns ancl mining camps, at from 
three to five cents per pound. Fifty boats landed at Fort Benton 
during the last season, with freight to the amount of from one 
hundred to three hundred tons each, and were it not for the 
rapids above the mouth of the .l\Iu. cleshell, many boats of larger 
capacity would engage in this service. Ilence, a wagon road 
built by the Government from llclcna to the most feasible point 
below those rapids would be of immense benefit to the Territory. 
Quite an amount of" freight is also brought from California and 
Oregon through \Vashington Territory, over the mountains, on 
pack animals. Large trains of them arc arriving now, but the 
mode of tra11sportation is primitive and expensive, and a wagou 
road is much needed in that direction. The people here arc 
looking with great solicitude for the action of Congress on thi,; 
subject. 

Our productions are such as to make us self-sustaining. Butter 
can be had at seventy-five cents, and potatoes and other vegr·
tables at from two to five cents per pound ; flour is worth ten 
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cents ; grain, such as rye, oats, and barley, seven cents; beef and 
wild game fifteen to twenty-five cents pel' pound. In a wol'd all 
the _neccs arics ~f life a!·e ·within the reach of any one, and, in pro
portion to the pnccs pa1<l for labor, cheaper than in the :::ltates 
offering to the industrious laborer inducements furnished by n~ 
other portion of the Union. 

The climate i healthful, and, with an atmosphere devoid of 
humidity, i admirably calculated for tho e afflicted with diseases 
of the lungs, or any manner of rheumatic affections. The purity 
of the water, and the entire absence of all malarious influences 
al o render it well adapted to the invaliJ, suffering from any cans~ 
whatever. 

But not alone in a practical view doc Montana offer superior 
inducements to the people of the over-crowded tates. Here 
side by side, they find the grandest of the Creator's handiwork 
and the magnificent enterprises of man. Above tower the lofty 
peaks of the Rocky ~Iountai~1s, covered :with a luxurious growth 
of evergreens and capped with eYerlastinO' snow while below is 
the sturdy mine1· with pick and shovel e~tracti;(J' the precious 
metal that i to s_u tain the national CL"edit and honor, and the 
valleys covered with herds of cattle, stacks of <Train and all the 
evidences of increa ing wealth. 

0 
' 

With such advantage who can doubt the brilliant future of 
l\Iontana Territory, and the important po ition she mu t one day 
take in the great sisterhood of ' tate . 

In conclusion I beg leave to present a letter from Professor G. 
C. Swallow, a gentl~man _of ~cience and talent, who has given 
several months to mvest1gat10ns of the various resources of 
~Iontana:-

" IlELENA, J\foNTANA, October 4, 1867. 

. "l\Iy DEAR Sm: In compliance with your request I can only 
give yo!-1 a very gener~l statement of my imprc ions of Iontana 
as a mmeral and agncultural rc(J'ion as previous mwao-ements 
will occupy nearly all of the five days' between this and the time 
when Y?ur report must be completed. I have spent the last four 
month ma complete and careful an examination of the minin"' and 
~gricultlll'al capacities o~ the _Territ?ry ~s the time would pe~·mit. 
The results already obtamed m cultivatrng tho oils of our valleys 
are such that there can be no reasonable doubt of the entire suc
cess of agricultural pursu_its in the Terri_tory. It certainly is one 
of the finest stock countnes on the contrncut. All the more im
portant dome tic animals and fowls do remarkably well; horses, 
~u.le , and neat ~attle are more hardy, and keep in better con
dition o_n the native gras e than they do in the States on hay 
and gram. As a general rule they winter well on the o-rass of 
the valleys and foot-hills without hay or grain. The valleys fur-

MONTANA. 127 

nish a lar<Te area of natural meadows, whose products are equal 
to those of' the cultivated meaclows of the l\Iidc1lo tates. Beef 
fattened on the native pastures is equal to tho best produced in 
the country. 

"Tho small grain , wheat, rye, barley, and oats, produce as 
large an average yield as in the mo ·t favored grain-produ_cing 
8tates · fifty and ixty bushels to the acre are not uncommon yields 
for M~ntana. Of the native fruits we have strawberries, rasp
berrie blneberrie , service-berries, choke-cherries, haws, currants, 
and go~scbcrrics, anc1 there i every rea on to believe that apples, 
pears, cherries, plums, quinces~ blackberries,. ra pbe_rrie , straw
berries, currant , and goo. obernes can be cultivated m our broad 
valleys as succes fully as m any of the mother tates. 

"All the more important root crops, such as potatoes, ruta
bagas, beets, carrots, turnips, radishes, and onions, and all tho 
more important garden vegetable ·, are cultivated with great 
success. 

"Timber is abundant on the mountain slopes and in some of 
the valley . Fi vc varieties of pine, two of fir, one of spruce, two 
of cedar, grow on the mountains and in the mountain valleys anc1 
canons; balsam, poplars, a pew,, alder , and willows on the 
stream. . The pine, , fir;;, spruce, and cedars furnish an abund
ance of good timber for building, mining, anc1 farming purpo es. 

"Tho purest waters abound everywhere, in rool , pringi::, moun
tain stream , meadow brooks, and clear, rapid rivers. Ilot and 
mineral springs al o occur. Beautiful lakes anc1 magnificent 
waterfalls and cascades are numerous in the mountains. 

"V cins of gold, silver copper, lead, and iron arc found in great 
numbers in nearly all the mountainou portions of the Territory. 
So far a discovered, they usually come to tho surface on the 
foot-hill and sides of tho valleys and canons. A large portion 
of theHe lodes arc true veins, cutting through granite, syenitic, 
porphyry, trap, gnci ·s, mica late, hornblende slate, talcosc 
slate, argillaccous slates, and tone, and limestone. These veins 
vary in thickncs~, from a few inches to fifty or sixty feet. The 
gangue or vein rock, called qttartz by the miners here, is very 
variable in character. In the gol<1-bearing veins it is usually a 
whitish quartz, more or le s ferruginous-often nearly all iro11. 
In some veins it resembles a stratitied quartzite; in others it is 
syenitic; pyrites, hornblende, calc- par, ar enic, antimony, copper, 
and tellurium arc found in these veins. In the silver veins the 
iron, so abundant in the gold veins, is usually replaced by oxide 
of mangane c. Thi mineral is sometimes so abundant as to con
stitute the larger portion of the gangue. The gangue in many 
of the copper mine is usually quartz, heavy spar, calc-spar, and 
brown spar, more or less commingled. 

"Many thousand lodes of gold, silver, and copper have already 
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been discovered and recorded, and a large number of them some
what developed. It i true, as well as in all other mining regions 
that a large part of the lodes discoverecl can not be worked wit!{ 
profit by the method usually adopted in new mininrr countrie • 
but many of tho c which can not now be profitably~rorked wiii 
become valuable when experience ha shown the be t method • 
and when labor and materials can be had at ordinary prices: 
B~1t there is a very large number of larrre and rich lodes, which 
will yield large profits even at the present price of labor and 
material; and there is quite a number of lodes of both rrold and 
silver already cfo,covered which will rank among the l:u~e t and 
riche t in the annals of mining. t:> 

"This, like all new mining tlistricts, presents serious ob tacles 
and difficultie in the way of immediate succcs . The e are ob
vious to all experienced men, and are expected in all such under
takings. But all this and other hindcranccs to the foll succes of 
ou~· qna~tz-mi!1ino- operations will ·oon be removed. They are 
evils which will naturally cure themselYe . Better millR arc now 
going into operation, better lode are bought in larger quantities, 
good men are ~mployetl to m.3!1~gc, and owner~ of quartz prop
erty are offering better fac1ht1es for devclopmg their lodes· 
capital is turnctl toward this source of wealth and our best 
fi . ' 

nanc1ers are operating in Montana minino- property. 
"Tl 1 . l I 

0
• d · · 1c p acer mmes, t 10ug 1 very cxtcns1Ye, an m some m-

stances vastly rich, have not yielded o much as in former years. 
But many new and rich_ di coverie. have been made, and large 
s~ms of money pent m conductmg water to favorite locali
t1_es, and we h:w~ ?very rc_ason to believe that the placers will 
yield as many m1lhons a m former years to those hardy toilers 
who have labored so faithfully and succes fully in sccurino- this 
'golden harvest.' t:> 

"In conclusion, it may be stated with safety that )Iontana has 
th_e agricultu~·al cap_acity for sustaining any population which her 
~ncs, salubrious ?hmate, and glorious scenery may attract to her 
fair land. Iler mmes are more numerous and more diffused than 
any o~her equal area on the globe, and they will pro,'c as rich 
and yield a large urofits as the most productive in this or any 
other country. 

"V cry truly yours, 
"G. C. SW ALLOW. 

" General SoL. ~lEREDITn. " 

In a pamphlet containing the Governor's Messa()'e to the 

Legislature, ovember, 1 67, we find the Report of the Super

intendent of Public Instruction for the Ten-itory, from which 

we take the following:-
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EnucATIOx.-W e all believe aml know that there i hiLlden in the 
rock-ribbed hills of our Territory, uch countless treasmes as shall 
draw thousand::; upon thousands of settlers within our borders, to 
build up our future State; and it depends in a very great measure 
on the lcgi lation of the present, what the preponderating cla . of 
those accessions to our numbers shall be. Let it be known that 
we ban: now, in our infancy, provi<lcd amply for the education 
of the young in our Territory, and hundreds of families will an
nually swell the list of tho:-e who come to :\Iontana for a perma
nent home; and very many of tho ·c men who arc now among 
us for a temporary sojourn, only to acquire a fortune from ou~r 
golden mountains, will bring hither their wives and little one~, 
now remaining at homo nn<ler the oltl roof-tree, ancl will people 
our beautiful valleys and build np our towns all(l village~. 

,v1iat every lover of :Montana wants to-clay is, that a tla;;s of 
emirrrnnts who desire above all things that their children shall l,c 
edu~atccl, may be ind.need to settle among us. Those men who 
never inquire, "Can my children have there the advantages of 
good school ?" when fletcrmining where they shall find a home, 
are not the men who build up great States. It is the part of wi;;u 
men, looking only to personal interests even, that we now take 
such action as shall immre a rapid and healthy growth for our 
Territory; and no one thing, not even a positive a . urance tl1:1t 

our mountains were soli,l gold, can so effectually secure this mueh 
to be de ired end as the establishing a thorough, far-reaching, awl 
complete ystem of free schools. 

A correspondent of the New York T ,ribune, writing from 

Montana, says:~ 

As far a the eye can sec, the Gallatin, faclison, ancl Jefferson 
valleys present their green bottoms, luxuriant fields, and countlt·s~ 
herds of the finest cattle, while the lines of the rivers and their 
numerous tributaries arc distinctly markell hy the dense growth 
of timber on their banks. I wa'l charmecl with this beautiful 
prospect, and lingered more than an hour to enjoy its delightful 
contra t with the parched waste of the prairie' distant from 
water. A ~ittlc more than three core years ago Lewis and 
Clark stood 111 the same place, and made the first record of the 
source of the great river of the 1V est, l111(l the three rivers above 
were then first named in honor of tho eminent state men then 
Pre idcnt and Cabinet officers of the nation. Then the source of 
the .Mi souri was in what were regarded as inaccessible wilds 
anrl wastes, where the home of the pale-faces would never he 
reared. To-clay the most bountiful crops of the world are being 
gathered in the valleys of the U ppcr l\lissouri ancl its tributaries, 

9 
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and the vast plains are clotted with the ranches of the successful 
husbandmen. But, rapid as has been the march of progr<'!;S here 
in the past, it is bL1t in its infancy. It was not a mere feverish 
Rpeculation that planted a city, with 64 cabin , at the head of 
the l\li ouri, a fow years aero. True, it was a step in advance of 
progre? itself, and the cabin . h:we clis_appearccl, with a solitary 
except10n, to grace the farm 111 the ncicrhborhoocl · but I doubt 
no_t that_ they will ret~rn in a few years, and come to st:iy. The 
)I1s oun has been nangatecl and carefully explored from Gallatin 
to the falls al?ovc Fort Benton-a distance ~f 200 miles by the 
couri,c of the nver-and there are no ob, tmct10ns whatever. An 
intelligent_ g_cntleman, who ]~ad been with th~ exploring party 
la. t year, mtormctl me that lier ht boats can n:wicrate the )li,;souri 
in the dryc t ,caRon, antl one or two year at m~ t will cc a line 
of steamers plying from the Falls into the heart of the acrricultmal 
wealth of 1~o~~an~. A~d while the_ stc~1110rs will c01~c up from 
the N_orth, c1v1~1zat10n will be cxtenclmg from Bozeman City east
w:i,rd mto the} cllo": tone, and the rich placer. oftbc Y ellowsto110, 
Big Horn, "; md RIYcr, and )Iu,cl0"hcll will make a continuc1l 
l~nc of white supr?macy from tl~e )fo,si. ~ippi to Puget 'ouncl. 
'Ihc womforf~1l Jnntful nll_eys will fully supply the miner,;, anrl 
the i-avagc w1~l recede or die before this "manifest de tiny." 

_Of the a~ncultural settlements of )Iontana, the Gallatin and 
Missoula valleys are the most favorecl in climate-the eastern 
and western extreme of the Territory. I learn that the )Ii soula 
grows th~ c'.1'rliest and finest : 'egetablc. raised in the mountains, 
although It 1~ the least accessible of all the agricultural di tricts 
as yet. It IS the northwestern county of the Territory ancl i::l 
flauke~ by the Bitter Hoot range. ::,o favorable has the ~limatc 
been smee the settlers have !Jeen t~Iere, that the more hanly fruits 
are about to be planted, w1th entire confidence that they can be 
grown ~uccessfully. The whole territory is m:ide up of :i.ltcrnate 
mountarns and vall~ys-t~ie one studded with the precious metal,,, 
and the other tccmmg witl~ the most bountiful crops I h:iyc ev0r 
seen. In four year , with trackless mountains and hostile 
s:wages to confront the pioneer, this Territory has been settled 
f?r nearly ~00 miles in every <.lircction from Ifelcna, the central 
<:ity~ ai_i<l mt h le,;s t~an 30,000 people, it is ccond on I y to Cali
!orma 111 the product10n of gold and silver, and rh·als that State 
111 the growth of wheat to the acre. It has heen cursed with 
adventurers in bot~ bu_siness an!l politics, a,; has been the experi
ence of all ne~ terntoncs; but its fnture will make romance pale 
before the swift march of progrcs . 

The following extracts from letters recsiveJ from citizens 

of Montana, will be read with interest:-
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FORT BENTOX, August 12, 1868. 

F. B. GODDARD, Esq. : The lands for farming in this neicrhbor
hood are not the best nor the worst. The Territory abot~ds in 
good farming lands, and farmers arc growing wealthy. As an 
instance, I have sold this sea on to the farmers and ranchmen 
about $15,000 worth of agricultural implement , compri ing 
mostly reaper and mowers, and am now receiYing order for next 
year. For grazing, this Territory can not be beat. Butter o-cncr
ally brings $1 per pound, and milk sells readily at 75 cents per 
gallon. 

Working men get no less than $60 per month and in fact are 
the only kind that can do any thing. Fancy folk; are not needed 
unless they have plenty of money. 

Climate beautiful and healthy, alihouo-h we arc some distance 
north. The seasons are mild and delightful. 

Fine coal beds abound within twenty miles of this place· our 
timber i mostly pine, but plentiful. ' 

Ernry thing can be raised here you raise in your State except 
corn, which can be rai 'ed, but not to good advantao-e.' Flour 
made here is selling for 10 per 100 lb . ; potatoes 4 cents per 
pound; hay from '30 to 70 per ton, according to the locality. 
Any thing in the edible line will find a market in any part of 
the Territory, and facilities for transportation are good and 
abundant. 
. Commencing to educate some, but seemingly no time to spend 
m church. 

All kinds of people can be fountl here, from the native Ameri
can-the Indian-to the Chinaman ; all looking after o-old mines 
but all don't find them. b ' 

Iloping the e few lines will be of some benefit to you, 
I am, respectfully, TOM C. POWER. 

VmG:CTIA CITY, Mo:NTA.NA., Aug. 24, '68. 

D~A.R Sm: * * * The farms in our valleys are exceedingly pro
ductive. More wheat will be rai ed this year than is required by 
the people of the Territory. The prices of land arc merely nom1-
nal, because !hey arc generally pre-empted under the laws of Con
gre~s. The improvements necessarily cause an outlay according 
to circumstances. The supply of water by means of rain is inade
quate ½1 many sea ons. Ditches conyey the water from the 
mountain streams, which are abundant. The gra s is nutritious 
and cattl~ rapidly fatten upon it. Viewed simply as an agricul~ 
tur~l rcg!on, I entertain a sanguine opinion re pccting l\Iontana. 

'Ihe wmters are longer than they would average in most of the 
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States, but the degree of cold does not range so ~ow as that, of 
JHinneRota. Om mild sea 011 extends from Apnl to October, 
generally. 

In the ummer or workio(l' season in the mines, the usual pric 
of labor is '5 per' day, coin."' The supply is fair at present. ,v e 
need more farmers than any ot,her class of laborers. Next year 
labor will not command so much-probably 4 per day in mines. 
The completion of the Pacific lhilroad will achicv~ won_<l?rs f?r 
this section of the country. Labor and the ncces ancs ot hfo will 
be diminished in co t. Upon Ja1mary 1 t, 1869, this gren.t road 
will be completed to Ogden, about_ 400 miles from this point. The 
coache , in two and a half days, will then convey pa sengers from 
the terminus of the road to )Iontana. 

The climate is 1:emarkably healt,hy. Phy ic!ans are contim~3:lly 
complaining of tins fact, which may be stated m the mo t, pos1t1ve 
manner. * * * 

·with the exception of Helena, Virginia Cit.y, and perhaps one 
or two other important town , there can be no regular market . 

There arc many Irishmen and Canadian French in Iontana. 
The Germans are fairly repre ented; I tru t there will be more 
of them. Many inhabitants of Missouri, who left that State 
dnrin(l' the war, reside in Iontana. 

I h~vc thus diffusely talked of this Territory. Its future seems 
to me to be brilliant with promise. end all the intelligent 
miners, whether native or alien, to our mines of gold, silver, and 
copper, and they will succeed. 

I am, very respectfully, 
HENRY N. BLAKE. 

HELEN.A, August 25, 1868. 
FRED'K B. GODDARD, Esq. :-

DEAR IR: Your favor was duly received, and in reply to your 
inquirie as to Montana we would say:-

lst.-The character of ou1· farming laml is similar to that of 
Minne ota-sandy soil, well adapt.eel to the raising of cereals and 
the hardier vegetables. Every portion of the arable land is cul
tivated by irrigation; water abundant. 

2d.-Labor ranges from 2 to $5 per day in gold. Good farm 
hands can be had at $;60 per month and board. l\Iiners get from 
$50 to 1 75 per month, and board. Th re is more labor needed 
for the mines than for any other purpose. 

3d.-Climate dry and equable; splendid in summer and antnmn, 
oold in winter. There never was a more healthy climate. 
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4th.-Our mineral re~ourcc~ arc varied, embracing gold in pla
cer and quartz formations, silver, copper, lead, and iron. Coal 
has recently been found in several portions of the Territory. 
1'im1Jcr iR abundant, principally pine and fir. 

5th.-"\Vheat, barley, and oats arc the principal grains rai, ed 
here. Corn does not grow, the ea~on being too short for it to 
mature. Potatoes, cabbage, beet·, onion , &c., grow splendidly 
here. Wheat is worth about $3 per bushel; oats, 1; barley, 

1.20; vegetable from 3 cents to 7 cents per pound, according 
to supply and demand. 

Gth.-W c are 140 miles from Fort Benton, which is the head 
ofnaviO'ation on the 1\Ii ouri River, and 600 mile from Salt Lake 
City, the nearest point to the Pacific Railroad; but we will very 
soon have railway communication through the center of our Ter
ritory, either by the railroad from Lake Superior to Puget Sound, 
or by a branch from the Central Pacific Railroad, or both. 

7th.-,vc have three good schools and two churches at this 
point-the latter T orthern Methodist and Pre byterian. An 
Epi copal society will oon be organized. 

Sth.-A very large proportion of our population are Americans, 
hailing from all ections of the nion, a majority being from l\Iis
sonri, Illinoi , Indiana, Ohio, and .Minnesota. Foreign population 
principally Irish and German. 

Yours truly, 
T. E. & D. G. TUTI. 

FRED'K B. GODDARD, Esq. :-
IlELEN.A, July 30, 1868. 

DEAR m: * * * Thousands of acres of as good agricultural 
land as are found in any of our Territorie, , are here unclaimed. 
The value of improved lands depend upon their distance from a 
market- ay from 2.50 to 15 an acre. 'urvey of our Territory 
not yet completed; consequently none of the lands are as yet 
paid for. 

None of our Territorie offer the inducements to the industri
ous emigrant that this docs. \Ve are especially favored of Provi
dence, po essing a healthy climate, rich lands, that with but little 
labor can be made to blossom like a rose. Being principally 
a mining community, the farmer has a home market for his pro
ductions. 

Very respectfully, 

L. II. IIERSIIFIELD, Banker. 



ARIZONA. 

ABoUT two hundred years ago a Jesuit m1ss10nary from 
Sonora, in Me1dco, penetrated the wilds of this vast region, 
and e tablished churches and schools at various points, for 
the instruction of the Indians. Returning, he spread such 
reports of its mineral treasure , a produced a rapid emigra
tion thither, and more than a hundred gold and silver mines 
were soon in successful operation, the labor upon which was 
mostly performed by Indians, who were soon reduced to 
slavery by the Spaniards, and most barbarously treated. 

It is said that in the Mission of St. Xavier, in Tucson, and 
at other missions in the Spani h towns along the Gulf of 
California, records and maps were pre erved, showing that at 
this period, forty or :fifty :flouri hing towns and villages were 
in existence in the present Territory of Arizona, and that 
considerable progress had been made in the cultivation of the 
soil. The ruins of towns, cathedrals, and irrigating canals, 
are still frequently to be found in the valleys of the Colorado, 
Gila, and other rivers-relics of the busy industry of those 
early days. 

After many years of endurance the Indians finally revolted, 
mas acred or drove out their oppress~·s, and the country soon 
relapsed into a wilderness, roamed over by that most terrible 
of all the savage tribes upon the face of the earth-the 
Apache. 

Arizona formed a portion of the Territory of New Mexico, 
until more recently it received a separate Territorial organi
zation. Its present boundaries are, Utah on the north, New 
Mexico on the east, Mexico on the south, and California and 
Nevada on the west, the Colorado River separating it from 
those States. 

The surface features of the Territory may be described as 
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consisting of elevated table-lands, broken by rugged moun
tain ranges, interspersed with sandy wastes and fertile valleys. 
Some of these valleys are of extraordinary beauty and fertility, 
producing bountiful crops of wheat and other grains, tobacco, 
fruits, and vegetables. In the southern portion of the Terri
tory, cotton and sugar may l>e profitably raised, and on the 
hills and mountain sides are some of the :flue t grazing lands 
in the world, covered with a rich and abundant pa turage. 

It may l>e safely stated that wl1ercver land can be well 
irrigated in Arizona, it will produce double the crops per acre 
of land in the Atlantic States. It il:l estimated that at least 
:five million acres may be thus brought under agricultural 
subjection. In addition, there are fifty-fi.\·e million acres of 
gr~ing land in the Territory. Even the celebrated Colorado 
Desert, bordering fol' 150 miles the river of the same name, 
has a rich soil: composed of alluvial earths, marl and shells, 
needing only moisture to awaken its fertility; and it may 
ea ily be irrigated, as it lays below the heel of the river. It is 
claimed that the system of irrigation which once transformed 
the barren valley of the Kile into the granary of the Enst, 
supporting a population of twenty millions, besides exporti11g 
corn to all the surrounding nations, applied to the Colorado 
will fertilize a wider expanse of country than that reached by 
the waters of the Nile, with a finer climate and an equally 
productive ~oil. 

There is much land in Arizona which does not require irri
gation, especially that portion occupied by the Pimas Indians, 
who were first schooled in agriculture by the Jesuit :Fathers, 
and who have ever since continued to gather two crop per 
annum. 

TIMBER.-Though not so abundant as in many other portions 
of the United States, there is sufficient timber for lwme 
necessities. The river bottoms and valleys furnish mesquite, 
cottonwood, walnut, oak, elm, ash, &c. The mountains which 
give rise to the Rio Verde, the Gila, the Colorado Chiquita, 
and other rivers, are covered with thick forests of pine and 
cedar. The Black Forest, upon the head-waters of William's 
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Fork of the Colorado, is said to equal in extent and density 
the celebrated Schwartzwald, or Black Forest of Baden. 

CLrnATE.-Tbe rainy season lasts from June to December, 
and snow seldom falls. Excepting upon the Lower Gila and 
Colorado, the climate of the entire Territory is represented as 
delightful. The days are not excessively warm, and the nights 
are refreshingly cool. Fruit-trees are in full blossom in 
February and March, and a great variety of temperate and 
semi-tropical fruits are raised in abundance. 

RrrnRs.-Tbe valley of the Colorado, "the Mis issippi of 
the Pacific," was one of the earliest seats of Spanish settle
ment and civilization. The Indians along its whole length 
are now said to be friendly and peaceable. .Many of them are 
farmer , who, by taking advantarre of the annual overflow of 
the rive1·, are enabled to raise crops sufficient for their subsist
ence with their rude husbandry and with little labor. The 
river ha been navigated as high np a. Calh-ille by light
draught steamers, and by some is believed to be navigable for 
several hundred miles above; while others, professing to have 
examined the river's course, pronounce the Big Canon impass
able. The average widtl1 of the river as far up as Uardyville, 
is about half a mile, with a channel from one-eighth to one
third of a mile wide. The depth of water i8 from four and a 
half to eight feet. 

:M1xERAL REsou&eEs.-J. Ro s BROWNE says :-

The pre ent report indicate tho di covcry and location of 
lodes in all parts of the Territory rather than their development. 
The reader may wonder why lodes offering such rich uifaco 
indication', and so generally promi ing, have not been ex ten ively 
workl•d. In explanation, the comparative inaccessibility of tho 
Territory, being off the grand overlancl lines of travel, ancl with
out seaports, nurnt be first offered. Next tho fiendish Apache, the 
most diftlcnlt Indian upon the continent to overcome, and next 
the limited extent of the placer clin-gings, or the lack of water for 
thei r working. It will he remembered that it was the placers 
that brought the large population to alifornia, Idaho, and 
.'\Iontana. Had those countries been without such inducement , 
th<.'ir growth would probably have been as slow as that of 
Arizona. 
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After some years residence here the writer is more than ever 
confirmed in tho belief that while there is much to contend with 
in Arizona, there is mnch to contend for, and that despite 
all the drawbacks and discouragements the Territory will yet 
comm:.u1cl a lar<rc and pro porous population, and abundantly 
repay the GoYernmcnt for the outlay required to rescue it from 
the aYnge. 

Be. ides tho minerals already referred to, there are indications 
of the existence of many other in different part of the Territory. 
Iron in carbonates and oxide i abundant. Traces of nickel 
ha,·c been founcl near the Big Bug Creek. Platinum (metallic) 
is shown in the placers of the Black Canon or Brad haw district, 
on the A(Tua Frio. Traces of tin cxi ·t at several points. The 
acolo<Tist "'of Lieutenant Parks's United States exploring expedi
tion 1~ports the di. covcry of la rge beds of gypsum upon tho San 
Pe<lro. A lode of cinnabar was located several years since 10 
miles outheast of La Paz, and named the Eugenia; copper, ilver, 
ancl quicksih·er arc found together in a rare combination, but the 
Ioele i not lnrge. Rich cinnabar float has been found upon the 
Mohave and l'reRcott roa<l, about 50 miles from the Colorado. 
Lime of a superior quality exists in large quantities near Pre -
cott au<l Tuci-on, and is found at other points. It is now exten
sively u~cd in bnikling. Limo coral exists in the Adelphi mine, 
Mineral Ilill, "\Villiam ' Fork. It is found in immediate connection 
with tho richest carbonates and oxides of copper. The alt 
mountains near 'allvillc, and a few miles east of the Colorado, 
are amonrr the most remarkable formations in Arizona. Tho 
deposits tr pure, tran , parent, and beautifully crystallized salt 
arc very extcnf\ivc, and no salt i superior for table or general 
use. In the vicinity traces of coal have been discovered, an<l 
parties engaged in exploration are quite confident that large 
quantities will be found. There is a report of the discoYcry of 
coal upon tho an Pedro. * * * 

Thus far it may be truthfully asserted that there have been 
more failures in , upcrintending than in the mines in Arizona; 
indeed, it is a common remark that no loclo properly opened an<l 
economically and sy tematically worked, ha failed to pay. This 
is true in the main. 

Governor McCORMICK says of Arizona:-

The locality of this broad area pre-suppo, cs great metallic wealth. 
The mountain ranges are the prolongation of tho~e whic~ south
war<l in Sonora, Chihuahua and Durango, have yielded silver by 
millions for centnrics pa t, and which northward in N eyada.. ar<' 
now amazing the worlcl by their massive rct_nrns of the pr~c101~,; 
ore . The general direction of the mountams and the vem 1s 
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northwest aud southeast, and there are numerous parallel ranges 
which form long valleys in the same direction. These ancl the 
broad and level bottoms of the rivers, which may be easily and 
cheaply irrigated by acequias or artesian well , under which treat
ment the soils return an immense yiel<l, and arc independent of the 
seasons, produce, so far as tested, eyery variety of grain, grass, 
vegetables, fruits and flowers. \Vhile it has some barren and 
desolate country, no mineral region belonging to the United 
States, not excepting California, has, in proportion to its extent, 
more arable, pasture and timber lauds. 

* * * * * * * 
The climate, considered either in its relations to health and 

longevity, or to agricultural and mining labor, is unrivaled in 
the world. Disease is unknown, and the warmest suns of the 
Gila and Colorado River bottoms are less oppressive and ener
vating thau tho ·c of the Middle States. The proportion of fine 
weather is greater than in auy other part of the world I have 
Yisited or read of. 

* * * * * * * 
Prescott, the capital, is in the heart of a mining district, second, 

iu my judgment, to none upon the Pacific coast. The surface 
ores of thirty mines of gold, silver and copper, which I had as
sayed in San Francisco, were pronounced equal to any surface 
ores ever tested by the metallurgists, who are among the most 
skillful and experienced in the city, ancl, so far as ore has been 
had from a depth, it fully sustains its reputation. The veins arc 
large and boldly defined, antl the ores are of varied classes, 11 ual
ly such as to be readily anll inexpensively worked, while the 
facilities for working them arc of a superior order. At the 
ledges is an abundant supply of wood and water; near at hand 
are grazing and forming lands, and roads may be opened in 
every direction without great cost. 

Some of the most promising districts in the Territory have 
not yet been prospected at all, aud others only in a most snper
ficial manner. It is the opinion of many that the richest mines 
are yet unfound, and lie eastward from Tucson an<l Prescott; 
but if one in ten of those ah'ea<ly known yiclus such a return, 
upon the introduction of proper machinery, as is promised by 
the indications and tests had to this time, Arizona will far excel 
all other Territories of the Union in its metallic revenue. 

* * * * * * 
INDIANS, &c.-The Indians of Yuma and Mojave counties are 

all peaceable and well-clispo eel to the whites. The Papagoes of 
Pima County, and the Pima,, l\Iaricopas, Yavapais, IIualapais, 
and M:oquis, of Yavapai County, are equally friendly. Those 
not already upon reservations will be so placed at an early day, and 
become a producing people. A reservation for the Colorado tribes 
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was de icrnated by the last Congress. It is up_on the r~ver be
twccn LtPaz and \Villiams's Fork, ~1~d~n exceedmgly [ertile trac~. 

'fhc Apaches alone refuse rec?nciliat10n to the whites. Thmr 
dept·edations have been the serious drawback to the settlement 
and Jevelopment of the Territor)'.". Far more _than ~ny lack of 
agricultural lands, of water, or of tim:i>er, has the_1r hostile presence 
delayed the incoming of a large wl~1.te populati~n._ By fre_q!lcnt 
and vicrorous onslaughts from military and 01vil exped1t10ns, 
their ,~arriors have, it is believed, been reduced to less thai~ a 
thousctnd. These have their retreats in the rugged mouuta~ns 
eastward of the Verde and the Salina, and on the Upper G~la .. 
Their subjugation or extermination, while a matte~· of so~e. d1_ffi
culty, owing to their agile movements and entire ~arm~ianty 
with the country, can not be a_ rem?te consummation !f the 
present mi_lit~ry force ~n the Territory is allowed to remam un-
disturbed m its campaign. . . . 

The Territori::i.l Government is now fully orgamzecl m all its 
departments. Law and orcle1· everywhere prevai(. The co~rts 
arc in operation. Schools have been established rn the l~admg 
settlements and the printing press is do~ng its part to bmld up 
society and promote substantial prosperity. A code of l:i,ws un
usually thorough and complete ,~as adopted. by the Legislature. 
The chapte1· rco·ulatincr the location, ownership, and development 
of mining land~, is I rinounccd .the :t>cst ever devised upon th? 
subject, and is urged for adoption m some _of th_e _old~r Tern
tories. It is a gnaranty to those who acqture i:n1m~g mte_rests 
that their ricrhts will be carefully guarded, and it will be likely 
to save much of the annoying and expensive litigation hitherto 
common in mining countries. . . 

In conclusion 1 recommend Anzon:1 to om discharged volun
teers, and to all' unemployed persons who s~ek. a wholesome cli
mate and a new and broad field for energetic mclnstry. To all 
who ~re ready to labor, and to wait even a little tim_c for large 
succes , it is full of promise. The day can uot be distant when 
it will occupy a first rank among th_e wc:ilth)'." :i,ncl populous 
St::i.tes. Its mountains and valleys tcemmg with cities a~d towns, 
musical with implements of m_ining and a~riculture, its great 
river burdened with traffic, and its people thrifty and happy, the 
wonder will be that it was ever neglected by the Go_v~rnment, 
and by capitalists, as an insignificant anll uuprormsmg pos
session. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

PosT-OFFICE, PRESCOTT, A. T., September 5, 1868. 
F. B. GODDARD, Esq., New York:-

Srn: In reply to your favo1· of July 14, just received, I have 
briefly to remark:-
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The Territory of Arizona is not yet surveyed, nor can it be 
until the Indian difficulties are settled; consequently no lands are 
yet for sale. Pre-emptions to a large extent are being made by 
emigrants from all points-principally Germans. The lands arc 
rich beyond precedent, and easily tilled. Larger portions of the 
tillable lands in different localities, especially near the rivers 
Colorado, Gila, and Salinas, yield two crops a year. 

LABOR.-Farm hands, $50 to $75 per month, and board. Ger
mans the best workers, and always in demand. 

CLnrATE.-Country mountainous. Portions of the river bot
toms unhealthy-chills ancl fever common. Prescott a very sa
lubrious ancl delightful place-surrounded by hills and valleys
much of the latter cul ti vatecl to great profit. Small grain 8-½ to 
15 cents. Timber and water in abundance. 

J'llineral resources unlimited. Thousands of gold mines only 
wait development, to pay well. Half the population of Yavapai 
County are practical miners, anJ. but for the Indian ri~ks, large 
profits woultl be realized. The expense of guarding against the 
red murderers is very great. 

The principal crop is corn, but all the small grains, including 
wheat, barley, oats, rye, and buckwheat, do well almost invaria
bly. Potatoes in abundance this year, but regarded as uncertain 
in many locations. Price of potatoes 20 to 30 cents. 

The country is new, and roads in wet season very bad. Most 
of the transportation is by pack animals. \Vagon roads are 
scarce, and will be until the survey is made-when the counties 
will locate roads and build bridges. 

Sc1100Ls arc hardly known in the Territory. Excepting in , 
Prescott and Tucson, none have been kept. Not a church, and 
bnt one preacher (Chaplain BLAKE, U. S. A.) in the country. 
No Church and State. 

The people are generally industrious, hardy frontier-men, always 
ready for an Indian fight. There are many Germans, Irisb, Eng
lish, French ancl Mexicans-altogether probably outnumbering 
Americans. 

The Territory of Arizona embraces an extent equal to any 
three of the largest Eastern States, and with the exception of 
some of the Southern Statc!'l, has an amount of tillable Janel equal 
if not superior to any. ·will be the richest portion of the United 
States at no very distant day. 

The building of the railroad, eastern division, 35th parallel, is 
looked upon as a fixed fact. The road, as located, passes some 
1ifty miles north of Prescott, but General Palmer has recommended 
a branch to our beautiful and hopeful town, which will make it a 
large and splendid city in a few short years. 

Respectfully, R. MEACHAM. 

NEW MEXICO. 

NEW MEXICO is bounded north by the Territory of Colorado, 
east by Texas, south by Texas and Mexico, west by Arizona. 
It is divided into ten counties, viz. :-Bernalillo, Donna Anna, 
Mora, Rio Arriba, San Miguel, Santa Anna, Santa Fe, Socorro, 
Taos, and Valencia. 

An approximate idea of the number of its present population, 
may be inferred from the total vote for delegate to Congress 
in 1867, which was 17,685. 

The greater portion of the Territory is mountainous, em
bracing some of the largest mountain ranges in North America. 
There is comparatively little agricultural land as, owing to 
the dryness of the seasons, artificial irrigation must be re
sorted to, to produce crops. 

This can only be accomplished by damming streams, and 
leading the water over the bottom lands in ditches. Where 
this can be successfully done, the soil is marvelously product
ive, especially along the valley of the Rio Grande, the largest 
river of the Territory. New Mexico is better adapted to 
stock-raising than agriculture, but will probably eventually 
rank higher as a mining region than for either. 

The fiendish Apache roams at will over the vast arid plains 
and among the lonely mountain gorges of a large portion of 
the Territory, ever on the watch for booty and blood. 

The whole Territory is healthy. Both hot and cold mineral 
springs abound, some of which are known to possess rare heal
ing virtues. The Territory was ceded to the U nite<l States, 
by Mexico, in 1848. 

We copy from Mr . .A. D. RrcHiIBDSoN's interesting work, 
"Beyond the Mississippi," the following respecting New 
Mexico:-

Leaving the trans-continental route, I turned northward from 
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El Pa o, taking the weekly mail-coach for Santa Fe, 350 miles, 
fare '40, exclu i vc of meals. * * Soon entering .. r cw 
Mexico, we saw no habitation for 20 miles until we r ached our 
adobe dinner station. A little .Mexican village hard by had just 
been_ ravaged by the Apache , who entered in broad daylight, 
stealing _c,·cry h~t·se and mule they coul<l find, a~1d unrcsi~tecl by 
the ternfi~d n::tttvci-. * * .All day, without meeting a 
human bemg, we rode among dreary wat-\tcs, with clump of 
Spanish bayonet, grca c-wood, faint tuft. of grass, and solitary 
dclic3:tc f:lowc!· yariegating the ashen landscape, and the wonder-
ful m1r~gc pa111t111g the far horizon. * * * * 

Lcanng the "De ert," day broke upon fleecy clouds drifting 
up fro,!1 the valleys aml half hiding the rugged peaks in floating 
drapcr~cs. * * * Each town, with it plaza, old 
Catholic church, narrow streets, and naked children is like every 
other. At every ranch . hccp and goats graze the hills. * ;i, 

On the road beyond, farmers were treading ont their wheat with 
horse and oxen, precisely as did the children of Israel three 
thousand years ~go. Others were cutting corn with long, clumsy 
poles, a~d mowmg grass with sickles. * * After spend
mg a mght at ,\lgondes, a lonely mountain journey of a few 
hours brought ns to Santa Fe, * * the hiO'hc, t town 
of any importance in the United States, ne tlino- amono- the 
mountains seven thou and feet above sea-level. Th~ overlo~kinO' 
peaks are white with suow. * * It is the political and 
busine s mctropofoi, boai-ting four thousand inhabitants, of whom 
three 01· four hundred were Americans. * * The old 
men o'. :;\icxican towns look older than any other in the world; 
accord mg to a local proverb, N cw Mexico is so healthy that its 
aged inhabitants dry up an<l arc blown away. * * 

New Mexico abound.- in mineral trea urcs and before it \Yas 
Americanize<l the ~Iexicans d110' rrold from it:; mountains to the 

f 
~ = 

amount_ o 3_00,000 per year. Now, mo. t Americans arc en-
~agE:d m traclmg, b'.1t ere long a mining excitement will cau e 
11nm1grants to pour rn and revolutionize the country socially and 
politically. * * * * * * * '* * 

The few white re idents of the Territory find a stranO'C fa cin
:ttion in i~s isolation, law le. snes , and danger. \Vheneve~- I a kcd 
1f they _did not fi~d it lonely, they indignantly replied that no 
temptat10n could mduec them to return to their former homes. 
* * * * Here a in Arizona and Idaho, the Indians 
are always troublesome. * * The whole De ·crt and 
mountain region, from the Briti. h posses ions to N cw l\Iexieo, 
and westward to the Pacific, is one of the healthiest in the world. 
* * * * In such an air, lung and throat complaints 
have no c}rnnce. I have known persons ~upposed to be hopelessly 
consumptive, and only able to travel lymg upon feather beds in 
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ox wagons, who, after cros ing the plains and sleeping in the open 
air, enjoyed for years a comfortable degree of health. 

Commissioner T.a.YLOR's Report (May 2, 1868) thus refers to 

New Mexico:-

1\lrnERALs.-Thc results of exploration have c tablished that 
golcl, silver, and copper mines arc as numerous and valuable as in 
Colorado; and al o that beds of lignite coal occur around the 
western end of Haton l\Iountain, and the ncighborinrr foot-hills of 
the Rocky :\fountainR, while a formation of early cretaceous coal 
has been di , covered in the valley of the Rio Grande. The first 
coal basin consists of an immense thicknes of coar,c Randstonc,, 
first manifesting them elves in some of the ravines of the Raton, 
about 20 miles east of Raton Pas., but Roon bccomi,w Yi!'sihlc 
on the flanks of the mountain, continuing through the p~'lss, and 
to an unknown distance west of it. This formation lies nearly hori
zontally ag:iin t the b:isc of the Raton antl Rocky ~fountain., ex
tell(]inrr at the latter from the rkansa River at Canon City to the 
valley ~f the Little Cimarron on the south. In the Raton Pass 
the coal beds, which arc quite thin in the Manco del Barro Paf-s, 
bccrin to assume importance. Abont six mile from Trinidad, a 
loc~lity exhibit a total thickncs, of abont fiyc feet of good coal, 
separated into four beds, placed near together. N ar the top of 
the pa~s arc al o beds of the same thirkncs , but at the outhern 
exit of the pass, in canons connected with the upper waters of the 
Canadian, there called Rell Rive,·, the. c bed occur in still greater 
magnitnclc, being eight feet thick. All these are, however, of tri
fling nature compared with the great be<ls found in the caiion of 
the \T ermejo Yalley, which show in one locality 10 feet of coal in 
two beds, separated by 10 inches of slate. The . amc ;:trata wa 
found on the other side of the cafion, one-half mile cli .tant, and in 
other cafions several miles westward. Farther south, other thin
ner beds were seen near V crmejo of the thickness of three and 
four feet of good coal. Beyond the Pcrnego the high table-lands 
containing the coal beds disappear entirely, and the only ;:c<li
mcntary rock in view i. the early cretaceous limestone. _\s the 
high table-land of tertiary sandstone ext~nd north of the Haton, 
it is probable that similar bed cxi tin that direction. Coal bas 
also been di covered on the Rio Grande in yariou places aboYc 
Piedras r egras, as well as below in the vicinity of Laredo, Gur-
rero, and Roma. * * * * * * * * 

Twenty miles south of the boundary line of Colorado arc the 
)Ioreno mine , which attracted much attention during 1867. 
They are situated near, but we t of, the Raton mountains, about, 
thirty miles north of Taos, fora County, N cw Mexico. Four 
pounds of the ore, from a well-defined quartz Yein recently 
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opened, are said to have yielded seveu~y-eight cen_ts of gold, 
or at the rate of '390 to the tou. An important Cir?umstaucc 
is added, that the quartz contains only fr_e~ ~old, without sul
phurets. In a specimen taken from the v1cm1ty of the surface, 
and forwarded to Colorado, thread gold could be trac~d. through 
the mass of quartz. The opportunities for gulch m1~1mg haYe 
already attracted a con i<lcrable American popu]at10_u. . The 
Placer Mountain, about thirty miles fro~ ~anta Fe, _w1t?m the 
past year has been worked under an cffi~1ent orgamzat1?n and 
with satisfaetory results. The average yield of the aunferous 
rock is $30 to the ton. The veins are numerous, well-defined, 
and accessible within a district of ten miles square. Another 
locality of much interest is Pinos Altos, under la~itude 33°, longi
tude 108°. The enterprise of working these mmes seems to be 
under efficient direction. Upon one of the lodes a tuur~cl has 
already been drifted 713 feet, and when complete~ to the <lrsta~ce 
of 1,600 feet, will ha Ye passed_ from _the Atlantw to the Pacific 
slopes of the Sierra l\ladre. :Mid way 1t passes under the crest o_f 
the mountain from which a shaft of 121 feet connects the summit 
with the tum~el. The ore contains gold, silver, and a small pro
portion of copper. The village of P~n_o~ Altos is at an elevation 
of 5 000 feet above the sea. The v1c1111ty presents unusual ad
vantao-es of wood water and surface for mining operations, and 

0 

' ' • l b l with the fullest allowance for exaggeration as to t 1e num _er anc 
richness of the lodes there seems but little doubt that, with the 
pacification of the h1dian t~·ibcs and fu~-t~er facilities of tran, -
por·tation, it will become an important mmmg_center. . 

The foregoing seem to be the most prom1~~nt gold-bc:1rmg 
districts of N cw Mexico; but some twenty local~t1es are mentr~n~cl 
by mini no- J. ournals amono- which are quartz vems at San J osc, 111 

"' ' 
0 

• 11 d. . " the Sierra l\Iadre interscctino- each other 111 a rrect10ns 1or a 
mile in width ana' three miles°in length; a similar formation near 
Fort Davis, Texas, and extensive placer mines on the San Fran
cisco and l\Iimlircs rivers. 

SilYcr however with its many combinations, is the most 
' ' . l t·" abundant mineral of the Territory. The prommcnt y argen ller-

ous districts are the Placer mountain , near Santa Fe; the Organ 
mountains near the l\Iesilla Yalley; and the Sierra :Madre, at 
Pinos Alt~s. The first and la ·t of these localities arc, as we have 
seen, gold-producing also.. In the Organ mou!1tains over fifty 
silver mines have been discovered, the ore ~crng genera_lly ar
gentiferous galena. The district near .Mestlla Valley,. u~ the 
Oro-an :Mountain has a mean altitude of 4,400 feet, and rs mter
sected with ravin~s affordino- favorable opportnnites for horizon-

' 
0 d . 1 tal d 1·ifts in opening the "?ins .. Th? coun_try_ bor enng ~n t re 

north portion of Chihuahua 1s a nch silver d_1::;tnct. Imm~d1ately 
aclJ. oinino- the l\lexican bonndarv are the mmes of Corrahtos, the "' . 
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most successful silver mines in the State of Chihuahua, having 
been mined for forty years in a region most exposed to Indian 
hostility. ~ear the ?ld tow_n of El_Paso tradition pla~es t~e lo
cality of one of the nc~est srl ver 1?-lll<:s known. to the Spamards, 
but its site was lost during the lndrau msurrect1on of 1680. 

Copper is found ~!1 abundance th~·ou1shout the ~ountry, but 
principally at Los T1Jeras, J emas, Abrqum, Guadelup1ta de M~ra. 
Iron is equally abundant. Gypsum, both common and selemte, 
is found in large quantities, extensive layers of it exi, ting in the 
mountains near Alo-odoncs, on the Rio Grande, and in the neigh
borhood of the celebrated Salinas. It is used as common lime 
and the crystalline or selenite is a substitute for window glass 
About one hundred miles southeast of Santa Fe, on the high 
table-land between the Rio Grande and Pecos, are some extensive 
salt lakes or salinas, from which the inhabitants of New Mexico 
are supplied. 

The leading copper mines of New Mexico may be thus enumer
ated and described: 1. Hanover, discovered in 1860; situated 
on the head-waters of the Mimbres River, about six miles east of 
Fort Bayard; ore a virgin copper, found in extensive pockets in 
the bed rock, varying in quantities from one hundred to three 
hundred pounds, and combined with sufficient gold to defray the 
expenses of working. 2. Santa Rita, in the same vicinity, worked 
by the Spaniards nearly a century and a half ago; ore a rich 
oxide, and found in veins of varying thickness, the low~r being 
virgin copper, which can be drawn under the hammer as 1t comes 
from the mine; supposed to be an extension of the Hanover. 3. 
Pinos Altos, assomated with the extensive gold and silver forma
tion preYiously mentioned; a very extensive copper deposit, and 
favorably situated in respect to wood and water. 4. Arroyo 
Honda situated north of Taos and close to the Colorado line, from 
which 'specimens of copper have been exhibited at the United 
States Mint, and pronounced equal to the amygdaloid of Lake 
Superior. 5. N acicmento, situated about forty miles south-south
west from Santa Fe, in the Los Valles mountains, in the same 
range as the Placer JHonutain; vein from thirty to forty feet 
wide, and occasionally intersected by deposits of white sandstone; 
assay of ore: copper, 71; silver, 4; iron, 12; unexamined sco_ria, 
13. 6. Ocate, near Santa Fe; Yein twelve to twenty feet wide, 
and assays sixty-four per cent. of pure copper. 7. Tijera, situated 
in the Tijera Caiion, near the line of the 35th parallel; su~ace 
ore alloyed with silnr, but in descending the copper combmes 
with gold. 8. N cw :Mexico, a formation of the Placer l\Iountain, 
very extensi\·e, and under the same administration as the gold 
mines in that locality. For many years much of the copper ore 
of N cw Mexico has been transported to Indianola, Texas, a dis
tance of one thousand miles, and the amount of the gold asso-

10 
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ciatcd with the copper has always been sufficient to defray the 
expenses of transportation. 

From Commissioner 0ArRON Report, June, 1868 :-

1. Our returns from the Territory of New Mexico embrace the 
counties of Mora and Valencia. Mora County reports twenty
fi rn per cent. advance in the price of farm land ince 1860. In 
Valencia there appears to be no settled price. If a person wants 
to purchase, he is a ked an exo_rbilant price, and whoever wants 
to sell must sell for almost nothmg. . 

2. The ·wilu lands in Mora are of no value except where timber 
is plenty; they are chiefly mountain and prairie, good for bay 
and pasture only. . . . 

In Valencia, lands held by p1wate parties fluctuate m accord-
ance with the necessities of the holder or the wants of the pur
chaser. There are large tracts of land, however, subject to entry 
under the homestead laws, or purchase at Govemment prices. 
They arc at some distance fro~n settlements, _and arc visited _by 
hostile Indians. The country 1s yery mountamous, but bas nch 
valleys in which almost any 1;hiu~ will grow to advantage, when 
water can be procured for 1rngat1on. 

3. Gold siher, copper, iron, lead, cinnabar, gypsum, quicksilver, 
and coal ~bound in the districts reporting. The Moreno mines 
(gold) are in the northern part of Mora County, about fifty miles 
from the town of Mora. A company has been organized, with a 
capital of $100,000, to work these mines. Coal is foun~ in weat 
quantities in Valencia County, in addition to gold, silver, Hon, 
1rat1 copper and quicksilver, all of which may be worked. to ad
vantage as ;oo_n as the Go~·ernment gives rcli_able and _peri:nan?nt 
protection agamst the Indians. The mountams are nch m tim
ber, mo tly pine and ash, with some oak1 and in the valley of the 
Rio Grande a o-reat deal of cottonwood 1s encountered. 

4. The special crops in Valencia are corn and wheat; and in 
~fora corn wheat, oats, beans, and peas, the profits in the latter 
county bei;1g about fifty per cent., with very little labor. ~he 
farming im\)lements used are, for the most part, a century bebmd. 
the a<TC. 'lhe plow in general use consists of a wooden pole, with 
a sba~p iron point, and with a wooden handle to it. The thrash
ino- of wheat is done by horses, mules, sheep, or goats, kept run
ni~<T over it until the wheat is thrashed out, by which process the 
str:fw <Tets chopped up and is left to decay. 

5. Sprin<T wheat is chiefly grown in New Mexico, because they 
have no f~1ees to protect winter wheat, and the winter being 
very oft, the snow is very light, and remains on the ground b~t 
a short time. There are two kinds of wheat reported; one 1s 
called the ew :.M:exico wheat, which is a dark, small grain ; and 
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the other of lighter_ color, called the Sonora wheat. Some prefer 
the former, as heavier and more substantial· while others p •e"e 
h S b 

. . . , I l< r 
t e on?rn, . ecause 1t np~ns earlier and yields a whiter flour. 
'.fhe. sowrng 1s mostly done m ~ alencia in l\Iarch, and the harvest
mg 111 July an<l. August; and 111 l\Iora County it is sown from 
15th of March to 1st of l\Iay, an~ harvested from 25th of Au ust 
to 10th of November. None drilled. g 

6. The grasses in th~ Rio Grande valley are not of so much 
accou~t as upon th? lulls and elevated plains, where there are 
f?nr kinds of very nch g1:amma grass. There are also different 
k111ds of herbs, upon wluch heep thrive well during the dif
ferent seasons of the year. On the pasture lands off from the 
se~tlements, stock ~an feed and remain fat all the year round, 
without shelter. 'lhe cost is only the wao-es of the h •d 

1 
· f: 6 o er smen, 

w 10 re~eive rom ;;,10 to $20 per month and rations. Indians 
often kill_ the 11erdcrs, however, and drive off the stock. 

7. Fnuts have not received much attention in Mora County 
b~t apples, peaches, plums, and apricots arc best adapted to th~ 
climate. 

GEO. w. MARTIN, Esq., Postmaster at Santa Fe, writes:

In the vicinity of Santa Fe, the capital of New l\fo;,._'ico land is 
very good, and can be had at low pnces. The climate i; health
ful, and the sea _ons mild_ and delightful. Labor commands from 
$1 to $5, accorclm~ to skill. All the useful as well as the precious 
metals arc found 111 N cw Mexico. Gold silver c'innaba · 

l & G 
. f ll . , , , r, iron, 

coa, c. rams o a kmds yield liberally, and there is a 
ready ma~·ket for all products. The prevailing relio-ion of the 
Ternt?ry 1s Ra,man C~t~olic, but Protestant churches°have been 
esta1:>l1shed. 'lhe rnaJonty of the population of th T ·t . · Mexican. e e1T1 01 y 1s 



UTAH. 

THE history of Utah, compared with that of every other 
territorial organization of our Government, is strange and 
anomalous. More than twenty years have passed since its 
first settlement, and yet Utah remains a Territory, while other 
younger Territories have rapidly advanced in wealth and popu
lation, and assumed the rank and responsibility of State sov
ereignty. The peculiar religion of the original settlers of 
Utah-their self-imposed isolation from the outer world, and 
their frequent efforts to prevent social or business intercourse 
with those "not of the household of faith "-account for the 
comparatively tardy growth of Utah. 

Iu the summer of 1846, Brigham Young, accompanied by 
less than two hundred Mormon pioneers, settled in the valley 
of Great Salt Lake. They had been driven from Illinois in 
the spring preceding, by the people of Nauvoo, who claimed 
that numerous outrages against the peace and good order of 
the community had been traced directly to the Mormons. 
These facts are mentioned as preliminary to the founding of 
the new settlement in Great Salt Lake Valley, the writer dis
claiming any expression of opinion concerning the merits of 
the Nauvoo controversy. 

The site of Great Salt Lake City was peculiarly adapted to 
the tastes and purposes of the Mormon band. It overlooked 
a broad and fertile valley, beyond the limits of which, on all 
sides, towered gigantic mountain barriers, shutting out the curi
ous gaze of the outside world, and frowning defiance upon 
those who might seek to disturb the peace and quiet of these 
religious pilgrims. Ilere a new colony was founded, and for 
several years the Mormons were left to the enjoyment of their 
own peculiar faith. By patient industry, and the accession of 
new proselytes to their faith from abroad, the followers of 
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Brigham Young steadily increased and prospered. But the 
discovery of gold on the Pacific coast, and the consequent 
large emigration across the continent, brought Utah in con
tact with "gentile" prospecters and adventurers from all parts 
of the Uniou, and gradually the outer world came to under
stand and know something of the peculiarities of the " Latter 
Day Saints." The in titntion of Polygamy-a cardinal princi
ple of Mormonism-has been condemned by the enlighteued 
judgment of all Christendom. It seems strange that a system 
so repugnant to the moral and social sense of the refined and 
cultivated, should find so much favor with a people pro
verbial for their industry, their frugality, thefr temperance, 
and their general freedom from other excesses; and we doubt 
not the Mormons themselves will sooner or later abandon 
Polygamy, and yield to the irresistible influences of a worthier 
and purer domestic relation. 

But it is not our purpose to discuss the religions or social 
status of the Mormons. Our only apology for referring to the 
matter at all, is, that we desire to present to the emigrant as 
full information as pos ible respecting the early history and 
peculiarities of a people whose remarkable industry and per
severance have made the solitudes of" Deseret" to glisten with 
golden fields, and filled her granaries with the fruits of mul
tiplied harvests. 

Utah for many years has depended almost entirely upon its 
agriculture. Its soil, where irrigated, is well adapted to the 
cultivation of the cereals, to fine fruits, and in its southern dis
tricts cotton and tobacco experiments have been quite success
ful. The surplus products of Utah have, until within a few 
years, sought a ready market in vain. Scattered over the 
Territory are large granaries, or warehouses, where vast 
quantities of produce had been collected and stored, in accord
ance with a church regulation of the Mormons. Bnt the 
settlement of Montana, Colorado, and other mining regions 
within convenient distances of Salt Lake, and the rapid pro
gress toward Utah of the Great Pacific Railroad, have created 
a demand for the surplusage of the "Saints," and this has to 
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a great extent stimulated and strengthened the industries of 
the Territory. . 

The cc gentile," or anti-Mormon population of "£!tab, ~ay be 
put down as less than five thonsand. .As the Pacrfic Railroad 
penetrate the Territory from its e~ tern and western borders, 
this number will doubtless be rncrea ed; but at present 
the principal immigration of Uta~1 ~onsi ts ?f pro elytes to 
the Mormon faith, the larger maJonty comrng from Great 
Britain and Ireland. Missionaries and earnest advocates of 
the faith are continually laboring in foreign field , and as 
a result 'or these efforts large bands of Mormon emigrants 
annually cross the ocean, traverse the great Plains, and settle 
in the basin of "Gtah. Most of these emigrants are from the 
lnunbler walks of life, but many are well educated and refi?-ed 
people who find an irresistible fascination in the mysterious 
influe;ces of the religion of the" Latter Day Saints." 

The local authorities of Utah have hitherto discouraged 
all attempts to develop the mineral resources of that Territory, 
and gold prospecters have received neith~r aid nor encourag_e
mcnt at their bands. The Mormons des1red to be left undis
turbed in the enjoyment of their peculiar views, and dreaded 
more than all thincrs else the influx of a population such as 
had overrun California and other gold-producing regions. 
But latterly they have exhibited a more liberal spirit, ~nd 
exploring parties have been treated with courtesy and kmd-
nesL . 

Rich quartz lodes have been discovered in the immediate 
vicinity of Great Salt Lake City, and in other p~rts o~ the 
Territory gold is known to exist. The co1:11p~e!1011 of t~c 
Pacific Railroad wil1 undoubtedly open an mv1tmg field m 
Utah for mining enterprises; and as her mountain system car
ries the same general features as those of California, ~ evad~, 
and Montana, it is reasonable to hope that explorations will 
result in the discovery of rich and profitable lodes and placers. 

From a Government Report we extract the following con-
cerning Utah:-

UT.A.H. 

GENER.AL FEATURES. 

The boundaries of this Territory haYe been changed a number 
of timeR until its form approaches a rectangle. Its length from 
north to south is about 345 miles, an<l. its breadth about 320 miles, 
with an area of about 110,000 sqnare miles. Its population is 
~·ariou~ly estimated at from 80,000 to l 00,000, and is rapidly 
mcreasmg. 

l\fouNTAINS.-The \Va!>atch range of mountains divides the Ter
ritory diagonally northeast ap,l southwest into two part , the 
northwestern being much larger than that lying to the south
ward. The \Va atch Range is high ancl rugged. Its lofty sum
mit , covered with perpetual snow, probably have an altitude of 
11,000 or 12,000 feet above the level of the sea. In a broad and 
elevated range surrounded by countries rich in gold and silver, 
we should expect to find those mctalR. But, so far as is known, 
no range of mountains on the westcm coast ha been found rich 
in precious metals that ha, a treucl to the northeast and south
west, and it may be con iclered problematical whether any mines 
of those metals will be found of great richness in the \Va<.atch 
mountains. On the western side of the Territory are a number 
of small ranges, on the Go boat an<l. a number of others, that con
tain mines of gold and silver. 

RrvERs.-The largest river is the Colorado, one of the longest 
in the nited tates. Of its capabilities for navigation compara
tively little is known, though, so far as explored, the reports are 
unfavorable. Its principal branches are the Green, Grand, San 
Juan, and Virgin rivers. These drain the southeastern portion 
of the Territory. On the north, Goose and Ilolmes's creeks run 
into Snake River, but all the interior streams empty into lakes 
that have no outlet to the sea. Bear Uiver and the Jordan 
empty into ah Lake, beside many large creeks and numerous 
smaller ones. 

SALT LAKE, &c.-Salt Lake is about 120 miles long, north and 
south, and 40 miles wide, and contains several islandi of consid
erable size, some of which are partially covered with timber. A 
steamer is now being built for the purpose of shippinrr the timber 
from the c islands for the use of, alt Lake City. c, 

The lake is subject to sudden storms, and boat navigation is 
sometimes dangerous. Until the present time, no serious effort 
has been made to test its capabilities for navigation, but there is 
no doubt that the trade on this lake will, at some future period, 
be of considerable magnitude. The water is extremely salt. An 
analysi shows that it contains OYer 22 per cent of solid matter. 
It is probable the lake once had an outlet to the ocean; and from 
the fresh-water tertiary fossils found at Bear River, ancl at other 



• 

152 WIIERE TO EMIGRATE, AND WIIY. 

points, it is almost certain tl~at it then co~ta~ned fresh water. 
Then also, it doubtless contamed many vanet1es of fish, but as 
the ,;ater grew salt, they gradually perished; and, so far as has 
been ob e1Ted, it has no animal life iu it at present. 

The cause of the extreme aridity of this country lies in the fact 
that it is surrounded by high mountain . The Sierra Nevada on 
the we t, the "\Vasatch Range on the south and ea t, and the 
Rocky Mountains on the north, completely encircle it. The 
wind coming from any quarter has its moi turc absorbed in pass
ing over the mountains. The absence of vegetation, the effect 
of this extreme aridity, also aggravates the droughts. The cul
tivation of these valleys by covering them with crops and trees, 
may cause ome change in the amount of rain-fall, and it is not 
unlikely that in the course of years the water in Salt Lake will 
be permanently higher th_an it is now. As tl!e small_ rain-fall _at 
present is due to the environment of mountarns, the rnference 1s, 
that in former times they did not exist, and that this lake is 
older than the mountains; this conclusion appears to be warrant
ed by our present knowledge of the fact~. 

Utah Lake, the source of the Jordan, is almost the shape of a 
right-angled triangle, about 30 miles long and 20 wide. The 
water is fresh. 

There are several other lake , as Little Salt Lake, SeYier Lake, 
and Goshoat. 

Trade in the Territory is more depressed than since 1850. 
This may cause the people to turn their attention to mining, a 
pursuit hitherto neglected, owing to the greater profits deriYe<l 
from ao-riculture. The favorable notice taken of the recent dis
coverie~ of the mines on the east side of Green River is evidence 
in point. The most potent cause of the incrc~se of the popu
lation is the encouragement extended to emigrat10n from foreign 
countries. Nearly nine-tenths of the adult population are of for
eign birth. 

SALT Lum CrTY.-Salt Lake City has a population of about 
19,000 inhabitants. It is a beautifully laid-out town. The 
streets are wide, with streams of clear water running on each 
side. The earria~e-ways are epfaraht?cl from the sid~walks by 
rows of trees, which present a re res mg appearance 111 summer 
to the way-worn traveler who bas crossed the deserts. The pri
vate houses, built chiefly of wood, are perishable, but the public 
edifices are con tructed of stone and wood, and are durable and 
highly creditable to the skill antl enterpri e of the inhabitants. 
The tabernacle, the principal place of worship, is capable of seat
ing 10,000 people. The width of the trcets, the umbrageous 
rows of trees, the great number of orchards and gardens in the 
heart of the city, and the incombustible nature of the houses, 
give a country appearance to the city, and render fires almost 
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unknown. The small size of the farms is favorable to high culti
vation. As a consequence, the greater part of Salt Lake Valley 
is under better cultivation than any other region west of the 
Rocky .Mountains, except, perhaps, around the bay of San Fran
cisco. 

lRRIGATION.-The system of irrigation is excellent and exten
sive. Farmers in the Ea tem tates might learn much here that 
would be valuable to them. From a report of the Deseret Ao-ri
cultural Society of January 11, 18GG, it appears that "there b~ve 
b~en constructed 277 main c~nals, in length amounting to 1,043 
miles, 102 rods, at a mean width of 5 feet 6 inches, and a mean 
depth of 2 feet 2 inches, which water 153,949 acres of land at a cost 
of $1,766,939, and that there is in course of construction canals at 
an estimated cost of $900,000." 

Ogden is a flouri bing town on the cast side of the lake, and 
ranks next to Salt Lake City in population and importance. 

MrnEs AND .Mr ING.-In the spur of the "\-V asatch, on the east 
side of Salt Lake, gold bas been found in very minute quantities. 
Some of the quartz assayed about $2 per ton. The mountains at 
this point trend west of north and east of south. The country 
rock is granite, and quartz is abundant. 

The thermal springs in this vicinity show the presence of sul
phate of iron, and possibly mines of value may be found in this 
spur of the mountain. 

MrNERSVILLE.-The western part of the Territory, adjoining 
Nevada, so far as known, is the richest in metals. At Miners
ville are mines of lead and copper, which contain some gold and 
silver. The percentage of silver contained in the lead and cop
per ores of this district is sufficient to ju tify the conclusion that 
the working of these mines will be a source of profit at some 
foture day. 

Rusu V ALLEY.-Tbis district abounds in veins containing ar
gentiferous galena and copper. When transportation is cheaper, 
fuel more abundant, and labor cheaper, these mines will doubtless 
be valuable. At present no profit is likely to be derived from 
working them. 

CoAL.-The eastern part of the Territory contains large seams 
of coal. As it has been found as far south as Pahranagat and at 
San Pete, it is not improbable it abounds in many parts of the 
Green River valley. That aid to be from San Pete is a firm 
bituminous coal, considered by many superior to any found west 
of the Rocky :Mountains, but its quality must be thoroughly 
proved in large amounts before it can be pronounced equal to 
the bituminous coal of Pennsylvania. 

* * * * * * 
Owing to the scarcity of fuel in the minino- regions of the 

eastern part of evada and the western part of Utah, where most 
7* 
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of the silver , copper, and lead ores must be smelted, coal will in 
time be in great demand. . . . 

Anthracite.-The most interesting discovery m this conn_ect1~n 
is anthracite coal. Scientific men have long been. seekmg m 
vain to find anthracite west of the Rocky Mountam . It has 
recently been found on Green River. . An old iron-wo~-k~r 
from tlie anthracite regions of Penn ylvama sa}'S the depos1~ 1s 
identically the same. . The coal is !1e~vy, and _will_ not bm:n with 
a flame. \Vhen used ma black 1ruth s forge it gives an intense 
heat. Thi article has been tried, and found to answer all the 
purpo cs required of it. . 

PACIFIC H,AILROAD.-The advantages to be derived from _the 
construction of the Pacific Railroad will be beyond computation. 
Branch railroads will follow ancl these coal fields will eventually 
be opened up. The number ~f coal scams visible alon<Y the caii_ons 
in eastern Utah is remarkable. Many of them are of large size; 
some are said to be 15 feet thick. Occa ionally the¥ can he 
traced four or five miles. They arc so numerous and ea _1lf found 
that the inhabitants do not locate them. It would be d1flicult to 
ima<Yine such an abundance of valuable coal deposits in ..l evada 
or CJalifornia as to preclude location. Utah_ appears to be ne:1-rly 
in its normal condition. The recent elcvat10ns and depre s1ons 
arc sli<Yht · consequently in minin<Y for coal, it is probable few 

o ' ' o . I f: fault will be found. The great number of v~rns near t 1c s~r.ace 
will furnish that article for years to com~ 'Yithout deep. mmmg, 
or the use of expensive machinery for hoist.mg or pui:npm<Y. If 
the coal fields on Green River should prove as extensive and of 
as good quality as there is reason to expect, it will be a great ad
vantaO'c to the miners on the Colorado and Pahranagat, as well 
as u eful in the navi<Tation of the Colorado River. A thorough 
exploration of the ~oal fields of Utah, Dakota, Co_lorado, and 
:Montana is much needed_ It would probably e tabh h the fact 
that we tern coal fields thou<Th inferior iu quality, rival in ex
tent the va t deposits e;st of the l\Iis issippi River. 

lRox.-Iron ore is abundant in Utah. ttempts ~ave b~en 
made to smelt it but so far without success. There 1s notlung 
refractory in thi; ore to rencler smelting_ difl:ic~lt with skill and 
the proper appliances. The demand for u·on will a!ways be large 
in Utah, :rnd the cost of freight from any other pomt of pr~duc
tion renders it an important resource f~r clcYelopment. ,\Tith a 
large agricultural population, labor will be _c)1~ap. In ev011· 
point of view, Utah appears to hav? ~~ttcr fac1ht1c for tl~e ~ro
duction of iron than any of the adJommg tates or Terntone~. 
The profit on aO"ricultnral pur. uit will become less eyery year, 
for many years"'to co~e. A!l the adjacent mini1_1g tat.es and 
Territories will soon raise their own tock and gram. "\Vith the 
exception of e"' Mexico anrl Arizona, they are now doing it to 
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a great extent, so that there will be only a home market for the 
produce of Utah. This will have a tendency to turn the at
tention of the inhabitants to mining and manufactures. In the 
latter branch of industry they are already actively en<Tarred. 

SALT.-Salt can be produced in unlimited quantiti;s,
0
both for 

home consumption and export. "\Vhen the railroad is completed 
it will probably pay to transport this article to the markets of 
the Atlantic. In the State of • evada alt is so cheap an<l abund
ant that it will not pay to send it west from Utah. 

ODA exi ts in vast beds in many parts of the Territory. 
When labor and freight are cheaper, this will probably be an 
article of export. 

Corro-YwooD CANON is about 27 miles southeast from Salt 
Lake City, in the Wasatch mountains. It contains several ilvcr 
mine . The veins occur in limestone, and ore exists at the sur
face in abundance. Thi is a valuable lead-mining district. The 
ore is remarkably free from antimony. 

GENERAL Co. CLUSIOX, .-The Territory of Utah will un<loubt
edly become in time an important and prosperous State. It 
pos esses a great variety of resources. WhateYer may be the 
opinion entertained as to the peculiar in titutions ex:i tinO' there 
at pre ent, none can deny that its population is industrio

0

us and 
enterpri ing. A people who have redeemed the deserts by a va t 
sy tern of irrigation, built up cities, inaugurated an excellent 
school system, established manufactures of nearly all the articles 
neces'ary for the use of man, openc<l up road in every direction, 
and supplied the miners of the adjacent Territories for evel'al 
years with their products, can not fail to achieve a condition of 
high pl'osperity in the future. Contact with their neighbors, 
who entertain Yiews anta~onistic to their social institutions, will 
remedy the evil under wiiich they now labor. As they become 
more intellirrcnt, the impolicy of isolating themseh-es from the 
moral sympathies of the world will become apparent, and their 
patience, inclu try, and self-reliance will be turned to good 
account. 

CORRESPO~DENCE. 

We are indebted to Judge CARTER, of Fort Bridger, for the 
following information respecting that portion of Utah. Our 
informant has for many years occupied prominent official 
positions on the frontier, and is well known to every trapper 
and mountaineer throughout the entire Rocky Mountam 
region:-

FORT BRIDGER, August 2, 1868. 

We have no surveyed lands. The valleys are fertile, but not 
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extensive, and require irrigation, which, owing to the peculiarity 
of the t,reams, is no great labo1·. Usual wages are $40 per month 
for farm hands and general labor. Among the Mormons of l!ta_h 
I am unacquainted with the price of labor, but sup1~ose 1t 1s 
much lcs . Coal and wood are abundant. We have fnll crops 
and good prices. The U!1i?n Pacific Railroad traverses the Ter
ritory. Of school and rehg10us advantages we have none. Popu
lation here is mostly native American, of the Ut6 and hoshone 
tribes. 

Fort Bridger Js situated in the northeast part of the Terri
tory. It was formerly a great rendezvous for trappers _and 
traders. It i ,000 feet above the sea. Rrcrr.ARosoN descnbes 
the scenery of this vicinity as follows: " Coming from a desert 
dreary as Sahara, we began to view mountains that rival 
Switzerland, and skies of Italian beauty. The air was soft 
and warm, flo,vers abounded, and mosquitoes buzzed about u , 
thouah patches of now were on all sides. From the ridges 
we l~okecl over an immense area of green valleys, gay with 
flowers, bright with silver streams, and mountains of every 
hue, dotted with dark cedars, streaked with snow, and lost in 
dim fleecy clouds. ' 

The following letter is from a leading and influential official 
of the Mormon church :-

AT.T LAKE CITY, • T., July 30, 1 68. 
FREDERICK R GODDARD, E q., cw York City:-

Sm: By reque t of President Brigham Young, in reply to 
your fav?r of Jul-y: 11, I send yon the following laconic answers 
to your rntcrrogat10ns :- . . 

1st. The farmin<T lands of the Terntory are uch tracts as he 
contiouous to stre~ms and can be irrigated by conducting water 
upon °them by the aid' of dams and canal. , which is done at ~ ~ost 
varyino from five to one hundred dollars an acre. The ongmal 
title to

0

Iancls is vested in the Government; and the value of the 
land is governed by the expense of the irrigatin<T canals, a_nd ~he 
amount expended in building upon, fencing, and otherwise im-
proving it. . . 

2d. For aoricultural and ordmary day-laborers about thirty 
dollar per i:onth, with board, is paid. Hands most needed are 
the class named. 

3d. The climate is dry in summer; temperature variable ; fre-
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~,uently ~r~at cha~ge of tem_per~ture between night and day. 
I he prox1m1ty of high mountams 1s the cause of the difference of 
temperature. 

4th. _ Iron ore, le:i,d, copper, zinc, sulphur, salt, and coal, have 
been discovered, with some prospects of silver and aold. Timber 
is carce, at~d only fou_n~ in the caiions and high on°the lopes of 
the mount:uns, where 1t 1s watered by the snows, and is generally 
of inferior quality, and very difficult of acccs . 

5th. '\Vheat, barley, oats, mai~e, sorghum, pea , and garden 
vegetables arc succc_ssfully cult1vatcr~, except in gra hopper 
years, when every tlung uffers matcl'lally; and at the time of 
writing it looks as though the trees and other vegetation in this 
city wonlcl be almost entirely destroyed by the locu ts. Wheat 
is 2 per bushel; potatoes l. 

6th. The market has been the mines north, west and cast five 
hundred mile di tant ; transportation by ox and ~ule train'. 

7th. There are common chools in every ward in this city, and 
in all the set~lcmcnts in the Territ~ry. In this city there arc also 
two acadcm1e · and two commercial colleoc . Liberal rcli<Yious . . . . ,::, .::, o~gamzat1ons exist 111 every cttlcment, under the au piccs of 
b1 hops, coun elors, and teacher, of the Church of J csu Christ 
of Latter-tlay aints; connected with these are Sunday- chools. 

8th . .Majority native Americans. 

V cry respectfully, 

GEO. A S ilTII. 

Pnovo CITY, UTAII Co., U. T., August 11, 1868. 
FREDERICK B. GODDARD, ESQ: 

DEAR m: In reply to the queries of your circular, I will briefly 
furnish an. wer so far as the valley of Utah and edar compos-
ing Utah County, arc concerned. ' 

1st. The principn.I farming Janel are along the Utah Lake 
banks on the ca t, and on the ri vcr bottoms that make into the 
l~kc from the canons. Bottom land in pait rich, much of it in
Jured by. alkali; 

1
and a crops are rai ed by irrigation, canals 

arc sometimes usec to convey streams of water on the dry benches 
at very heavy co~t, ran<Yin<T from ~ 5 to 100 per acre on the 
land_ improved. Farming land may be bou<Tht here; but settlers 
seeking good land, and having accc s to the broad lands ca t, 
we t, and north, woulcl look upon the broken patcbe of land in 
Utah County as not worth the labor expended to improve them, 
as mo t of our farmers have, in order to accm·c the amount of 
land they can farm, to buy, take up, or improve in several fields 
or companic, ; hence the land claim of Utah County do not offer 
any great inducements to the settler for farming. 
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2d. Common labor $2 to $3 per day; mechanics from 3 to $5 
per day. Price of board per week from $5 to $12. As with 
every new country, the demand for labor is ample, provided the 
products or staples of the country will be received as pay, the 
circulation of currency being frequently very limited. 

3d. The climate is quite healthful, and has its extremes as with 
mountainous regions generally. "\Vinters severe. This summer 
has been very warm, and of late years we have had more rain. 

4th. The mineral resources of the country are said to be ex ten• 
sive. As yet we have not discovered any thing that pays. Coal 
is found in Weber and San Pete counties, north and south 
of us, but none here. Our saw-timber grows on the mountain 
tops (watered by the melting snow), which can be got only by 
very hard labor. Some firewood is obtained in the canons on the 
banks of the streams and gorges of the mountains. No timber 
grow in the valleys, except shrub cedar and grease-wood. Tim
ber planting has not been commenced yet. Lumber ranges from 
$5 to $8 per hundred. Lime and limestone abundant, and and
stone found in the caiions; granite rock from north end of the 
county. 

5th. Wheat is the principal crop raised. Corn, barley, and 
oats grow well; also potatoes. ·wheat, $2 per bu hel; oats, $1; 
barley, $1.50; potatoes, 1; butter and cheese, 30c.; beef, 7c. to 
12c. per lb. Prices vary from these occasionally, with the demand 
and supply. 

6th. Salt Lake City, a distance of fifty miles, is the nearest 
and only market for the Territo1·y. The farmers have to haul 
their produce with their ox and horse teams, as we have no rail
road or water conveyance, but the near approach of the Union 
Pacific Railroad will, it is hoped, be of much benefit to the 
country. 

7th. Each ward or precinct has a common school, and high 
schools and colleg-es are rising in different places. Our Sunday
schools are of a high order, and much importance is attached to 
them, with a growing interest. The prevailing religion is the faith 
of the "Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints," although 
many in the community entertain different creeds, and the highest 
standard of religious freedom exists here. 

8th. The majority of the people are of British descent, although 
the community is made up of persons from almost every nation, 
and, as you are no doubt aware, there is an annual immigration 
from Europe. For a virtuous, intelligent community, Utah can 
not be surpassed. So far as agricultural and mineral resources 
are concerned, inducements do not present themselves here; but 
for stock-growers there are sections of country where men locating 
with the most improved kinds of stock might, I believe, do well; 
and where persons might locate and afterward conclude to move, 
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th~ ?hange of location could be _more easily effected, as it is our 
opinion th:,tt the person who desires the accumulation of wealth 
and est_abhshm~nt of an easy home, can find many places more 
~ongemal to this end, u_nle s local affinities, social and reliO'ious 
mduce the settler or emigrant to halt and ojourn in these v:tlleys' 
and labor among the rugged mountains for a quiet re ting-place' 
away- fro~ the tr?nbl?us scenes which will more than likely 
assail and rncrease m this and among other nations, as the )Oliti-
cal world now so clearly foreshadows. 1 

Please e>:cuse this hasty scribble, and accept the will to do 
better. With success to your enterprise, I am yours very re-
spectfully, ' 

A. F. MACDONALD. 

.Another correspondent, writing from SALT LAKE Orry under 
date of .August 3, 1868, says:-

* * *. _The character of Ian~ here, as in other places, varies 
from th~ \Cly _poo_rest ~o that which can not be excelled; but the 
c_ost of irngat10n m this country is a serious tax, and many loca
t1~ns have had to be ab~ndoned on account of it. * * * The 
pnce of common labor 1s $1.50 per day· mechanical ranoes from 
$2 to_ $4. * * * St. Louis, N cw Y'ork, and Califor~ia have 
supplied our mn:rk~t mostly, but in a few months we will be in 
such close _proximity to these places as to reduce the tariff on 
transportat1?n so much as to bring the price of merchandi e to a 
n~~r level ,~1th t~ose there. * * * ',,Ve incu_l~ate and practice 
vntne, sob11~ty, mdustry, and other moral quaht1es, to a greater 
extent t_han is to be found among any other people• hence our 
prosperity. ' 



COLOR.A.DO. 

THE region now embraced in the territorial limits of Colo
rado, first attracted public attention in 1 5 , and was known 

originally as the" Pike's Peak country." The first settlers of 
this region were from Kansas and Hssouri. Gold was found 
in the sands of Cherry Creek in the winter of 1858- 59, but 

not in sufficient quantities to exempt the pioneers from many 
privations and sufferings during the discouraging and gloomy 

months of that early period. 
During the summer of l 859, however, rich quartz veins 

were di covered in what is now known as the Gregory Dis
trict, and soon after thou ands of emigrants were wending 
their way across the Plains to the new Eldorado. As in all 
other gold regions, the early efforts of the miners of "Pike's 

Peak" were checkered with alternations of success and dis
appointment ; but the gold yield was sufficient to encourage 

increased exertion, and justify the hopes of the most sanguine. 
Prospecting parties were diligent and untiring in their search 

after "lodes," and the spring of 1 60 found more than a 
score of stamp-mills pounding away in the gulches and ravines 

of the Gregory District. 
Explorations in other parts of the mountain range devel

oped the existence of gold-bearing quartz veins for many miles 
north and south of the Gregory mines, and at several points 

rich placer diggings were discovered. On the head-waters 

of the Platte and Arkansas, over in the South Park, and 
throughout the entire mountain course of Clear Creek, "gulch 

gold" was found liberally scattered. In not a few instances 

handsome fortunes were realized as the result of a single sum

mer's operations. 
The early years of Colorado, were years of stormy trial and 

severe discipline. Outlaws and desperadoes gathered in all 
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the lea~ing settlements and mining camps of the Territory, 

?verawrng,the p_ea?eful ~nd ~rder-~o~ingcitizens, and in many 
mstances co~m1ttmg with impunity the most revolting out
rages and crimes. In Denver, during 1860, lawlessness and 
violence prevailed to such an alarming extent that the people 
were compelled to organize a Vigilance Committee for self~ 
protection. A few instances of prompt anu retributive justice. 
at the hands of these self-constituted guardians of the ·public. 
peace, struck terror to the "rough" element drivin()' many 

beyond th~ ~imits of the Territory, and sudde
1

nly cheiking in 
others aspmt of turbulence and insubordination which was fa t. 

degenerat ing into open disregard of all moral or legal restraint. 
Colorado was hardly rid of these disturbing influences when 

the Reb~llion broke out, seriously affecting the prosperity of 
the Terntory, because of the nearly equally divided views of 
the people upon the political questions which led to secession 
and furnishing a new element of perplexity and trouble to th; 
people of that region. Rebel sympathizers were active and 
influential, and for a short time it was a matter of serious 
douut whether Colorado would remain true to the Government 
or dri? away into the folds of the Confederacy. But th~ 
trembling balance soon settled firmly on the side of the Union 

and all throu?h the war Colorado was· intensely loyal, he; 
brave mountarneers :flocking to the Federal standard, and 
fig~ting gallantly in New Mexico, in Missouri, and at various 
pornts throughout the Union. 

But de:;pite all these discouragements and difficulties, Colo

r~do ha~ steadily advanced in population and wealth, her people 
displaying all those characteristics of' intelligence, of indomi
table perseverance, and of sectional pride, which are always 

followed by successful and profitable territorial development. 
We copy from a pamphlet publication recently issued by the 

Board of Trade of the City of Denver, the following interesting 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF COLOR.ADO. 

Colorado, lying within the central belt throuO'h which the emi
gration of the American people is flowing wtstward, half-way 

11 
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between St. Louis ancl San :Francisco, has an area of over one 
hundred thou,;anJ square miles, nearly equally divided into plains 
and mountaius. 

The plains imperceptibly slope from t~e bas? o~ the mounta~ns, 
which ri!<e abruptly from them, to the Mis oun River; in·esentmg 
a smooth undulating surface, destitute of timber, save m the val
leys of the water-courses, and upon the high land, which,_ near 
the mountains, divides the waters of the Platte and Arkansas rivers. 

The climate of this plateau, within the Territory of Colora~o, 
is peculiar. Owing to its altitude, remoteness from large bodies 
of water, and the proximity of the great mountain range, t~e 
fall of moi ture is small as compared with that of the Atlantic 
and 1\Iissis::-ippi Valley States, and almost wholly confined to the 
winter and spring months. The summer days are hot, the 
thermometer often rising to 90°, tlie nights always cool and dew
less. The winters are, as a rule, delightfully mild, interrupted 
with occasional light falls of snow, followed, by a few days only, 
of severe cold. The great climatic characteriotic is intense sun
shine and absence of moisture. 

The soil of the river bottoms is identical in fertility and depth 
with that of the :Missouri, and yielt1s, generally without irrigation, 
immense crops of small grain, hay, and such vegetables as are 
pro<lnced in the same latitude at the East. The npl:mds have a 
rich, warm, sandy loam, which 1Jroduces, wherever irrigation is 
possible, eyen more abundantly than the bottoms, and are every
where covered with buffalo and gramma grasses, affording nutri
tious feed for stock, which mu at large, and grow fat without 
foclcler throHghout the entire year. 

The innumerable herds of buffalo, elk, antelope and deer, 
which have from time immemorial subsisted by pasturage alone, 
on these plains, suggest that they will not only be capable of 
furnishing the stock and wool needed for a dense population 
within the Territory, but also for a large portion of the people 
of the Continent. 

Spring opens one month earlier here than in the same latitude 
at the East. Seed is sown in February and l\Iarch. Teams, sub
sisting on grass alone, are able to leave the base of the mountains 
for the east-and carrying, as it were the grass with them, reach 
the l\lissouri River at the earliest period at which it is po sible to 
travel westward. In short, ve~etatiou germinates earlier on tho 
Great Plains, measurably in ratio to the increase oflongitnde. 

Fruit-trees, when planted upon the uplands and irrigated, livt, 
and grow finely. The soil and climate are identical with those 
of the Salt Lake basin, which is-with the exception, perhaps, of 
certain portions of California-the best fruit-producing reg10n in 
America, and there is every reason to believe that in time Colo
rado will in this particular rival her sister Territory. 
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Black walnut, chestnut, and other American forest-trees grow 
readily from the seed. 

Colorado has richer and more extensive mineral deposits than 
California, and grazin~ lands as valuable as those of Texas. She 
has the peculiar excellencies of both these favored States, with 
the advantages of easier access and a nearer market. 

The climatic conditions are exceedingly favorable to consump
tives, who are not in the confirmed stage of the disease; to all 
asthmatic suffererfl, and to those having chronic bronchitis. To 
the latter two it affords instantaneous relief, and rapid and perma
nent cure. 

There is 1itera1Iy no disease peculiar to any portion of the 
Territory, and invalids from abroad rarely fail to rapidly improve 
under the tonic influences of the climate. 

Both to the invalid and voluptuary, the contour of surface 
affords great facility for choice of temperature and den ity of at
mosphere. A ride of two hours over the plains, always hard and 
smooth, and six hours of mountain travel, either by private con
veyance or the six-horse coach, over roads pronounced the best of 
the kind in the world, and through the grandest of scenery, 
carries one from the summer heat of the valley, through the in
termediate grades of climate to an altitude where an overcoat is 
a comfort by day, and a blazing fire a nece sity by night. Good 
inns are found on all the roads, and settlements with public and 
private homes, having the refinements as well as the comforts of 
life, hang upon the mountains ten thousand feet above the level 
of the sea. 

Within convenient distance of the mountain settlements, cool 
~treams fresh from the snow, half-hidden by flowering shrubs ar:d 
filled with trout, ripple and foam, and silvery lakes reflect the 
snow-capped mountains overhanging them. 

CuAL.-The coal fields of Colorado, north of the Arkansas 
River, have an area of five thousand square miles. The veins vary 
from five to thirteen feet in thickness, and in places, as on the 
South Boulder Creek, twenty-three miles from Denver, eleven, 
overlying each other, are exposed to view, aggregating from 
thirty to fifty feet of solid coal. Professor F. V. Hayden, U. S. 
Geologist, in his report to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, writes of this locality, as follows: "I spent two evenings 
at l\Ir. l\Iarshall's house burning this fuel in a furnace, and it 
seemed to me that it would prove to be supei·ior to ordinary 
western bituminous coal, and ranks next to anthracrite for do
mestic purposes. It is as neat as anthracite, leaving no stain on 
the fingers. It produces no offensive gas or odor, and is thus 
superior in a sanitary point of view, and when brought into 
general use will be a great favorite for culinary purposes. It 
contains no destructive elements, leaves very little ashes, no 
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clinker , and produces no more erosive effect on stoves, grates, or 
steam-boilers than dry wood." 

IRox.-Iron ore (Brown Hemalite), which yields seventy per 
cent. of metallic iron, is in close po ition to the coal fields above 
mentioned, and the area over which it seems to abound, can not 
be less than fifty square miles. Indications of large deposits 
have been found along the line of the nion Pacilic Railroad, and 
the beds appearing on the Divido--so called-forty miles south
eastward from Denver, are only less remarkable in quantity and 
richnes than the celebrated " Iron l\Iountain" of l\li~souri. 

Recent experiments show that the mineral fuel can be made 
useful for smelting pnrpoRes, and it is impossible to doubt that 
Colorado will exert the same influences over the development of 
the Great Central Region that Pennsylvania does over the con
tiguous States. 

:M:ouNTAIN REGIONs.-The mountains stretch from north to 
south across tho Territory, a distance of two hundred and forty 
mile . The average height is twelve thou and feet, though many 
of the peak.;; rise from two thousand to five thou and feet higher. 
The foot-hills flank the ran<Ye on either hand to a distance of 
fifty miles; to the eastward subsiding into tho plains; to tho 
westward sloping to the l,a e of other and continuous ranges of 
lesser height which fill the space thence to tho Pacific. This 
majestic range holds within its folds the North, South, Middle 
and i::ian Luis Parks, immense areas of level land-surrnunded by 
snowy mountains--eacb havin~ a soil, climate, and geological 
formation peculiar and distinctive. 

Tho Plattc,Arkansas and Rio Grando rivers, flowing we tward 
to the Atlantic, and tho Colorado of the 'I/Vest, which pours its 
flood into the Pacific, take their rise in this range, and from oppo
site sides of one of its lofty peaks. The climate varie~, of cour e, 
with tho altitude, and is cooler both in summer and winter than 
that of the pbin:', yet the mines above the town of l\lontgomery, 
at the head of the South Park, at an altitude of twelve thou and 
feet above the level of the sea, are worked in winter without 
serious inconvenience. 

Tho feature which first attracts attention is the extreme fertility 
of the valleys and slopes of tho mountain . ·where not shaded 
by pine forests, luxuriant gra sos enameled with flowers, cover the 
grnund as with a carpet, and the entire region affords summer 
pastura<Yc1 especially for sheep, superior in quality and equal in 
quantity to any other similar extent of wild land in the world. 

On the wei;tcrn slope the timber is more dense and ,,igorou , 
and wild timothy and clover are added to the other gra se . In 
tho liJdle Park, hot sulphur springs of great capacity, posse ing 
valuable medicinal qualities, abound; also thick veins of coal 
resembling Albertine. 
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Grain and vegetables arc raised without irrio-ation at an altitude 
of eight thous~nd feet, the rains pro~uced by tho ;vaporation of 
the snow, which usually expend their force before reachin<Y the 
plain~, affording sufficient moisture. ::, 

Tho timber lino is a~ou~ eleven thousan_d feet high, much hi<Yher 
th_an on other m_ountams m t~e ~amc lat~tude; an apparent a'evi
at1on from phy~ical laws, w!uch IS explamed by the great extent 
and general altitude of tho rnland plate:i.u, of which this rano-e is 
tho crest, and which also accounts for tho mildness of the winters 
which, from the :i.ltitudc of tho country, would else be of mor; 
than Alpine severity. 

This mountain r egion contains mines of gold silver copper 
and lead, which a1:c destined, under_ the influence' of capital and 
cheap labor, to give to the American people for all time the 
monetary supremacy of the commercial world. ' 

Tho mineral belt extends tho whole lcnath of tho ran<Ye and 
includes thirty miles of e:i.ch ~f its fl:i.n~s,"' making an aggr~gate 
of fourteen thousand square miles of mineral land. In the two 
counties of Gilpin :i.nd Clear Creek alone not le s than twelve 
~h?u!Sand distinct lodes have been discove:·ed and recorded, and 
It 1s safe to say that of this number there arc not le than one 
hundred capable of annually yielding-, under favorable circum
stances, such as the completion of projected railroads will secure 
$500,000 e:i.ch, a total of $50,000,000. ' 

COUNTIES. 

ARAPAHOE Cou~~ contains the city of Denver the commercial 
and political capital of the Ten-itory. The South Platte River 
runs a.cross its western froJ?t, _a d~ tance of thirty miles, afforclin..,. 
an abunJanc? of ~vater fo1· 1rrigatmg and manufacturing purposes. 
Tho population 1s about seven thous:i.nd and the valuation of 
t:i.xablc property in 185-7 was 4,630,693. ' 

Tho Platte "\Vatcr Comp:i.ny's canal, twenty-four miles long, 
lately com~lctcd at a cost of $100,000, supplies Denver with water 
for dome tic purpo es, and will irri..,.ate thousands of acres of 
land i~ this and a<ljoinin~ counties, "~th a capacity for indefinite 
extension and measure of uscfulnes . The area. of land within the 
county actually under culti,·ation is estimated at 10 000 acres 
Tho lo"' c:ibin_ of ~he pioneer s~ttler has given place to the moden; 
farm-hou e, with its surroundmgs, and <Yreat attention is bein<Y 
paid to all kinds of fruit. "' "' 

F~i- want of an !rrigating panal, farming has to this time been 
:e tneted to the nver bottomi;, bnt the completion of the irri..,.at
mg _wor~ above mentioned, opens an almost unlimited area"' for 
cult1Yat10n. 
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To demonstrate the fertility of the soil, it only remains to 
state, that sixty bushels of wheat, sixty-six bushels of barley, 
sixty-five bushels of oats, and four tons of hay to the acre have 
been raised. 

DENVER is beautifully situated, on a plain, at the junction of 
Cherry Creek with the South Platte, twelve miles from the foot 
of the mountains, with an altitude of five thousand feet above 
tide level. The population is about six thousand. Men from the 
East gaze with astonishment on this compactly built, l)Usy settle
ment, with the peculiarities to the full of a large city, standing 
in the " Great American JJesert," seven hundred miles from what 
has hitherto been supposed the ultima thule of inhabitable land 
on the Atlantic slope of the United States. 

Among the public buildings there arc six churches, several of 
them imposing brick structures, belonging to the Episcopal, 
:Methodist, Baptist, Presbyterian, Congregational, and Catholic 
societies respectively; two free, and several select, schools. It is 
connected with the East, with Central City and Georgetown by 
telegraph lines, and is shortly to have the same· communication 
with Santa Fe, N cw Mexico. 

There arc two first-class flouring mill , run by water, capable 
of making several hundreu sacks of flour per day; two planing 
mills, sash and door factories, gunsmiths' and jewelry shopg, cabi
net manufactmers, upholsterers, &c. 

There arc three daily papers, havin~ also weekly editions, and 
one weekly paper; three fir t-class and many second-cla s hotels; 
three bridges spanning the Platte, co tly and permanent struc
tures, and two over Cherry Creek, erected at a cost of ~16,000; 
two theaters, two public halls, and the United States Branch 
Mint buildings. 

Six lines of coaches lc::we every day for the termini of the rail
roads for Santa Fe and the various mining towns in the moun
tains. The view from Denver and vicinity is grand. Pike's and 
Long's peaks, with OYer two hundred miles of the Snowy Range, 
are plainly visible, and seen through the clear mountain air, the 
passing clouds shading in rapid succession aud infinite variety 
their seamed and broken surfaces, pre cnt a panorama which beg
gars cle. cription, anu is pronounced by all traYclcrs unequaled 
elsewhere in the world. 

DouGLAS Coum'Y adjoins Arapahoe on the south. The remarks 
on the charaoteristics of the great Plains apply to all of this county, 
except the extreme western border, which is described in the pre
ceding paragraph. The population i:; about fifteen hundred, who 
are principally employed in the manufacture of lumber. The 
proposed line of the extension of the Union Pacific R.R., E. D. to 
Denver, bisects this county its entire length, and the road, when 
built, will open an extensive market for its lumber and coal. 

COLORADO. 167 

GILPIN COUNTY is the most famous, as it is the best dernlopc<l, 
of the mountain counties. Black Hawk and Central City have a 
population of about seven thousand souls, dwelling upon the nar
row banks of an aflluent of Clear Creek. 

The two towns may be classed as one, for the line of separation 
is only imaginary. There arc two lianks, two newspapers, several 
fine churches, and many fine brick and stone buildincrs. 

One hundred mining companies have been formed ifi the eastern 
cities on lodes within a radius oft wo miles of Central City. Their 
improvements sum up as follows: Sixty-five stamp mills, contain
ing twelve hundred and ten stamps in running order; eight mills 
containing three hundred and ninety stamps on the ground; and 
at Atchison, Kansas, not erected, twenty-six mills, with rcducmg 
works other than stamps, most of them magnificent structures; 
one hundred. and eighty-one engines, with an aggregate of forty
five hundred horse power; fourteen mine pumps, ranrrinO' in size 
from four to ten inches; engine, shaft, and whim hou~es 7 whims 
and windlasses without number; and on five of the principal 
lodes, shafts aggregating in depth twenty thousand feet, with 
levels and inclines amounting to as much more. These lodes 
have been opened lineally on an aggregate of twelve thousand 
seven hunc1red feet, and dm-ing the past year the banks of Central 
have shipped east $1,200,000 worth of gold. 

Cr..EAI! CnEEK CouNTY is only less famous than Gilpin bccauso 
less developed. It has numerous and rich gold mines, and the 
silver lodes discovered upon the main range within the last two 
years, antl only now partially explored, are so rich, numerous, and 
extensiYe, that alone they would make Colorado a great mining 
country. 

These ores are so rich that they haYe been transported to tho 
Atlantic shore, and there reduced at a profit. Under practical 
treatment the yield has been $1,000 to the ton, and it is impossi
ble to doubt that Clear Creek will give Colorado a greater prom
inence as a silver than a gold-producing region. 

Georgetown, the principal settlement, having a population of 
two thousand is situated upon the stream from which the county is 
named, directly at the base of the range. It has been built within 
the last two years, is a brisk, thriving place, and promises to be 
the main depot in the mountains for distribution of supplies. Tho 
water-power which can be obtained from the creek is great, and 
there is a sufficient area of level ground to comfortably accommo
date a. large resident population. The town supports one news
paper and several hotels. 

PA.RK Com.TY lies north of Fremont, and east of Douglas and 
El Paso counties, and contains within its limits the South Park, a 
wonderful plateau, entirely surrounded by mountains, abont ninety 
miles in length, ·with an average width of thirty miles. The Park 
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is traversed its entire length by the South Platte River and its nu
merous tl'ibutaries, which rises in the Snowy Range at the head 
of the Park. 

It contains the mining towns of Montgomery, Buckskin, Ster
lin<T (Mosquito District), Fail'play, Tarryall, and Hamilton. Large 
am~unts of gold bayc been taken from the gulch or placer mines 
of Fairplay, Tarryall, and Hamilton, and they are being success
fully worked the present season. The quartz lodes of Mosquito, 
Buckskin, and Montgomery, equal in richness those of Gilpin and 
Clear Creek, but haYe not been as extensively worked. 

-LAKE CouNTY is situated west of the counties of Park and Fre
mont, and extends to the line of tah, on the west. California 
and Colorado gulches and Cash Creek in this county, contain 
some of the richest gulch or placer mines in the Tenitory, and 
con tin uc to yield liberal returns for labor, and in largely increased 
amounts. 

The lodes of gold-bearing quartz discoYered in this county are 
of unsurpa~sed richness, and remarkable in extent and variety. 
The ores generally contain free gold which can be saved without 
difficulty by the simplest process, thus relieving the miner from 
all the difficulties encountered in working the rich but refractory 
ores of other po1tions of the Territory. The difficulty of access, 
together with the attractions of other parts of the Territory, bas 
heretofore retarded the development of this county, but the means 
of access :1rc no longer difficult, and a large immigration is now 
pouring in, and developing its resources. 

SmmnT CouNTY constitutJs about one-fifth of the Territory of 
Colorado, and is larger than the State of Massachusetts. It lies 
west of the Snowy Range and north of Lake County, and con
tains the celebl'ateJ Middle Park. 

The gulch mines in the vicinity of Breckinridge and upon the 
tributaries of the Blue River, have been successfully worked since 
l 859, and in 1867 yielded as much gold as in any previous year. 
Expcriencecl miners assert that as a gulch or placer mining country, 
Colora<lo will successful] y riva.1 California and Montana. Gold and 
silYer lodes have been discovered, and worked, of great richness, 
and ha \'C yielded liberal returns.. This is especially true of silver 
mining, to which capital and labor are now directed, with promises 
of satisfactory results. The silver lodes of Summit County prom-
ise to place her among the first of silver-mining regions. -

JEFFERSON COUNTY adjoins Arapahoe, and includes within its 
limits agricultural and mineral lands, the mountains and the 
plains, and the fortile valley of Clear Creek, one of the richest in 
the Territory. Golden City is the county seat, and is located upon 
Clear Creek, where that stream leaves the mountains. The imme
diate vicinity of Golden City is rich in deposits of coal and iron. 
There are six f:)oal mines opened and worked. The deposits of 
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fire-clay are of great value, and an extensive manufactory of pot
tery, ~iles, fire-brick, &c., is in successful operation. Golden City 
con tams three flourin~ mills, and other evidences of prosperity. 

BouLDER C?UNTY JS diYided ~nto two equal parts; the western 
half commcncrng at the foot-hills and extending to the Snowy 
Range, and contains some of the richest gold and silver-bcarin<T 
)odes in the Territory. The discovery of the richest of these lode~ 
1s of recent date, and the work of development has just com
menced. 
. Mills a1:d re~ucing works are being erected, and every indica

tion promises rich results. The abundance of wood timber and 
l h. . ' ' water, renc ers t 1s reg10n very attractive and desirable. The 

eastern half of Boulder County extends from the foot-hills easterly 
fifteen miles along the valleys of North and South Boulder, Left 
Hand, and Saint Vrain, with their tributai·ics, forming the most 
dens0_ly populate~ and well cultivated farming region in Colorado. 

This whole rcgwn, along the base of the mountains is filled with 
extensive veins of coal and iron. Some of these vei'ns have been 
exten~ively worked, _and supply the city of Denver and the snr
roundrng country with coal of an excellent quality. 

LA.P.DIIE CouNTY adjoins Boulder on the north and is divided 
into agricultural and mining lands; the latter have not lieeu 
developed to any extent. Its agricultural lands are similar to 
those of Boulder County, and arc traversed by the Cacho a la 
Poudre, Big and Little Thompson creeks. Its population is esti
mated at eight hundred. 

SOUTHERN COLOR.A.DO 

Embraces.all t~at portion of termory lying south of the "Divide" 
or separatmg ndge between the waters of the Platte and Arkan
sas rivel's, and includes the counties of El Paso Fremont Pueblo 
Huerfano, Las Animas, Co ·tilla, Conejos, and Saguache' the first 
five named lying in the valley of the Arkansas, and the iast three 
in the valley of the Rio Grande Del Norte. 

All that portion lying south of the Arkans:l'.s River is what ori<T
inally belonged to Mexico, and in t)1e or~a~ization of Colorad~ 
Terntory was taken from N cw Mexico. lt JS mostly covered by 
Spanish gr?-nt~, an_d a portio~ of which bas. been settled many 
years. lrr1gat10n JS an es~ent1al part of farmmg, and the labor is 
mostly performed by l\Icx1cans. Very few farms al'e fenced the 
neces ity being obviated by the laws requirin<T stock to be he~·dcd 
during the growing season. "' 

EL PA ·o CouNTY.-This county extends from the timber lands 
on th~ "Divide," southward about fifty miles, and includes the 
beautiful valley of the Fountain Qui Bouille and its tributaries. 
The eastern po1tion of the county is on the" plains," and the west-

s 
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ern portion inelndes the far-famed "Pike's Peak" and the moun
tains flanking its base. 

Colorado City, the county seat, is situated at the foot of Pike's 
Peak, almost under the _shadow of its gigantic dome, like a villa 
at the foot of the Swiss Alps. Here arc the famous "Soda 
Springs," boiling springs, from which the stream takes its name. 
Here also arc the wonderful porphyritic rocks called the" Garden 
of the Gods." Fossils and petrifications of great size, beauty1 and 
interest1 are found in immense quantities. Colorado City contains 
two flouring mills, a good school, and churches. 

FREMONT CouNTY.-This county lies southwest of Pike's Peak, 
and the larger part is mountainous. It is bisected, east and west, 
by the Arkansas River, the valley of which is here narrow, and 
the arable lands are somewhat limited. The county is well tim
bered, contains inexhaustible beds of coal, and quarries of lime
stone, freestone, granite, marble, gypsum, and other minerals. 

Canon City is the county seat, and is located on the Arkansaf! 
River, at the point where that river emerges from the mountains 
through a stupendous rocky canon. The Territorial penitentiary 
is located here. 

PUEBLO CouNTY.-This county is situated in the heart of the 
Arkansas Valley, and contains the largest amount of farming land 
of any county in the Territory. It extends from the cast line of 
Fremont County to the eastern boundary line of the Territory, 
beinO' about one hundred miles in length and fifty in width. It is 
biseited longitudinally by the Arkansas River, and includes all 
the Lower 1-Iuerfano, from Captain Craig's ranche to the mouth, 
all of the Rio San Carlos and Greenhorn valleys, and about 
twenty-five miles in lenO"th of the Lower Fountain Qui Bouille. 
Forts Reynolds and Ly~n, two permanent military posts, are in 
this county. 

In a distance of twenty miles on the Lower Huerfano are only 
seven ranches, each ranche being from three to five miles square, 
and each having a population of from fifty to two hundred, mostly 
Mexican laborers and tenants. 

Pueblo is the county scat, and contains a population of about 
five hundred, and is the center of business and trade for Southern 
Colorado, this trade amonnting to ove1· $300,000 during the last 
year. There are good schools. The Methodist, Episcopalians, 
and Baptists have churches. 

HuERFANO CouNTY.-This county includes the Upper Huerfano 
and its branches, the Apache an<l the Cucharas. It is a fine agri
cultural and pastoral region, well timbered, extending into the 
mountains, and abounding with stone ancl coal. Gold, silver, and 
copper have also been found. The famous W a-ha-to-yas, or Span
ish Peaks, are in the southwest corner of this county; at the foot 
of them is the beautiful valley of the Cucharas. Colonel Francisco 
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has the largest ranche in the Territory, it being thirteen miles in 
length along the valley, and five miles in width. 

LAs ANBIAS CouNTY.-This county, with the counties of Cone
jos and Saguache, form the Sau Luis Park, a vast elevated basin 
in the mountains, formed by the valley of the Rio Grande del 
Norte. This county is bounded on the south by the line of New 
Mexico, west by the Rio Grande, and east and north by the 
mountains. 

Fort Garland, near the site of the old Fort Massachusetts, is a 
military post in the northern part of the county, late commanded 
by the famous Colonel Kit Carson. The county is finely adapted 
to agriculture and stock-raising. Wheat, oats, and potatoes arc 
the principal products. Gold, silver, copper, iron, and other min
erals are found in the mountains, cast and north, and in many 
places there are indications of these mines having been worked 
years ago by the Spanish. Population nearly two thousand, 
mostly Spanish. 

CONEJOS CouNTY.-This county lies on the west side of the 
Rio Grande, and is watered by the Rio de los Conejos and the 
Rio San Antoine. The population is about fifteen hundred, 
mostly Spanish. The county seat is Gaudaloupe, and also the 
location of the Ute agency, and one of a dozen or more small 
towns or Mexican plazas along the Conejos. 

SAGUACHE COUNTY is in the upper and northwestern end of 
the San Luis Valley, and on both sides of the Rio Grande. Tho 
r,opulation is about two hundred and fifty, mostly American. 
The principal settlement is a German colony under the lead of 
Captain Kerber. The county contains fine tracts of land, and is 
mostly public domain, and open for pre-emption and settlement. 
Recent discoveries of gold in this county are attracting much 
attention. 

All the three last-named counties are perhaps better watered 
than other arable-portions of the Territory, and offer great induce
ments to immigration. The climate is rather too cold for corn, 
but wheat, oats, barley, potatoes and other veO'etables, are raised 
to perfection. Sheep ancl cattle are raised a~d herded in vast 
numbers, the streams are filled with brook and salmon trout, and 
the mountains furnish game in great plenty, while a o-reater num
ber and variety of water-fowl are to be found algng the Rio 
Grande than in any other part of the Territory. The scenery of 
this valley is as beautiful as can be found in America, and tho 
region is of historic interest, having furnished the scenes of many 
a border romance, and is the theater of the classic aO'e of tho trap
per life of Kit Carson and his compeers, most of whom now sleep 
beside their hatchets, beneath the turf of this once " happy hunt
ing-ground." 
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GENERAL REMARKS, 

The Pacific Railroad, Ea tern Division, has surveyed a branch 

road deflecting at a point about one hundred miles east of Denver, 

so as to strike the Arkansas River at the mouth of the Las Ani

ma , or Huerfano, and thence direct through Southern Cplorado to 

Santa Fe and Arizona., to the Pacific. The time is not distant when 

a railroad will run parallel with the mountains, at their base, from 

Denver, via Santa Fe, to Mexico. Coal fields skirt the base of 

the mountains from the northern border of Colorado to Trinidad. 

Few efforts have as yet been ma.de to cultivate fruit, but of the 

adaptation of the climate to fruit culture there can be no doubt. 

Currants, plums, raspbetTies, and grapes, grow spontaneously in 

immense quantities. A superior quality of native wine is ma.de 

from th e wild grape, and the dryne s of the atmosphere prevents 

the liability to mildew. Pueblo County alone manufactured last 

year from the wild grape, over one hundred barrels of native 

wine. 
The followincr summary of the products of the southern coun-

ties exhibits th~ resources of that portion of the Territory, and is 

as near correct a can be obtaine<l. The data for the product of 

the northern counties wa not attainable except by rough esti

mate, and it is not therefore presented, but will probably nearly 

equal that of the southern counties:-

SUlillARY OF PRODUCTIONS. 

Counties. Corn, bu•h. Wheat, buoh. Cattle, hd. Sheep, hd. llogs. 

El PllSO .. . .. .. .. .. . .... . ... .. . .. .... .. . 15,000 10.000 2,000 1,000 l500 

Premont... ..... . . ..... ... ...... .. .... 10,000 11,900 1,000 000 250 

Pueblo .... . .. . .. ... . .. . .... ...... .. ... 15()(),000 100,000 10,000 20,000 1,000 

Ilucrfano..... .. . .... .. ...... ... ... . . . . 100,000 50,000 6,000 5,000 500 
Las Animas . ... .. .. ..... ... . .... .. .. .. 50,000 100.000 000 15,000 000 

Costilla .... . . ..... . . . .. .. . •. • . .. . .. . 20,000 5,000 20.000 

Conejos.. .. ........ . .. . .. ... .. . . .... .. 15,000 2,000 10, 000 

&guacbe...... . ...... . ......... . . .. .. 11,000 000 1,000 

Total... . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. 675,000 811,900 34,000 72,500 2,750 

The United State• Land Ofllce, located at Denver. furnishes the following os the amount of 

land entered at that otllco during the year 1867, viz.:-

M. B. Land Warrants, Acts ofl847, 1850, 1855 .. ...... .. .......... . .. .46,806 acres. 

Cnsh Serles .. .. . .. . .. .. .. .. .. .. ... . ....... .... ... .. ........ .. . .. .... 9,1i45 " 

H omestend Entries, Act Mny 20, 1862 ... .. ....... . ... .. .... ...... .. .. 11 ,603 " 
Filings mad• and setUed upon, about .......................... ... ... 70,000 " 

Total. .. . ................................. . .... .. . . .. .. , 187,454 ncreo. 

(Signed) E. C. IIOL'1ES, Register. 

There are two other land offices in the Territory, from which 

no report has been received. 
Pm ES OF Paov1sroNs AND L1vrNG.-Bacon, ham , and sides, 

25c.; lard, 25c.; butter, 65c.; coffee, 35c.; corn, 4c.; meal, 5c.; 
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flour, $6 to $9 per 100 pounds; potatoes, ~c.; sugar, 25c.; sirup 

molasses, 82 to $2. 7 5 per gallon; teas, $2 to $2.50; beef, 1 n 
to 20c.; board, per week, from $5 to . 10. • 

P!nCES OF LABOR.-Ordina.ry farm hands obtain from thirty 

to sixty do~lars per 1:1-onth. Mechanics from five to eight dollarl'! 

per day. Servant girls from seven to ten dollars per week and 

all classes of labor is in good demand. ' 
RouTES OF_ TRAVEL.-Thc Chicago and Northwestern Rail

roa_d from Cluca.go t_o Oma.ha, connects with the Union Pacific 

Ra.1~roacl at that pomt. A daily line of packets runs from St. 

Loms to St. Joseph. . The nion Pacific Railroad is completed 

to the ~locky l\Iountam . The Denver Pacific Railway will con

nect with that road at Cheyenne. Daily stages now run from 

C~1ey~nnc_ to Denver. The Union Pacific Raill'Oa.d, Ea tern 

Divi~10n,.1s completed to Antelope-200 miles ea t of Denver 

and 1 bemg rapidly constructed toward Denver. This road con~ 

n~cts at Kan as City wi~h the ifi omi Pacific Railroad, the IIan
mbal and St. Joseph Railroad, and the North Mi souri Railroad 

and :he pa~l<ets upon the :Missouri River, affording prompt con~ 

nect1011s with Cluca~o and St. Louis. The United States Ex
press Company run regular daily coaches from the end of tho 

road to Denver. The ye Forwarding Company advertise that 

they have ?:er t,yo hundred teams, and connect with the great 

U:mon Pacific_ Railroad, Eastern Division, at its western terminus 

via Smoky _Hill route, thus forming a direct and reliable line of 

tra.nsporta.t1on ~ro1?- S~. Lo_uis, Philadelphia., Pittsburg, New 

York, Bo ton, Cmcmnat1, Chicago anu. all points east throucrh 

to Denver City, Colorado. ' ' "' 

_The Dcn~er and Santa Fe Stage and Express Company run a 

tn-wc~klf lme of coach~s from Denver to Santa Fe, through all 

the prmc_1pa.l towns of Southern Colorado, and to the new mines 

on the Cimarron. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

PuEBLo, CoLORADo, August 25, 1868. 

F. B. GODDARD, Esq. :-

DEAR Sm : Yours of July 1 7 to Dr. W acrcroner has been 

l d d . h , "'"' , 
1an e me, w1t request to answer. 

1st. In Colorado, all a.crriculture is produced by irrigation.

True, we hav? rains-sometimes sufficient to grow the crops. 

But no one will attempt to farm without fir t beincr assured of 

water in the ditch. "' 
Farm_ing lands can be had, and arc cheap in this county, in 

proportion to what they yield, and compared with lands East. 
2d. Labor.-W orkmen are not plenty. Farm hands get from 
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$35 to $50 per month and board. We are well supplied with 
mechanics. Their wages range from $4 to $6 per day. 

3d. Climate and healthfulness, excellent. The Arkansas Val
ley is unsurpassed. ,v e have the cool, pure, mountain atmoM
phere. Winters are mild. 

4th. All kinds of grains and vegetables are produced, easily 
and abundantly. Wheat, oats, corn, &c., are fine. 

5th. :Market. No established market. Home consumption, 
supplying mines, military, &c., &c. 'fransportation all done by 
different kinds of teams, and cheap. 

6th. Schools and churches have been scarce, but are becoming 
fairly started. 

7th. Our people come mostly from the Northern States: 
:Missouri, Iowa, Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, and so on east. vV e 
have a fair share of foreigners. 

This text which I have hastily given you, is substantially cor
rect. '\Ve have a good county-unsurpassed for cattle and stock
growing. All kinds of stock are higher than East. Cattle foed 
well the year round on the prairies, and do well. 

Yours respectfully, U. B. HOLLOWAY. 

DENVER, July 29, 1868. 

FRED. B. GODDARD : In compliance with your request, I seml 
you the information you seek, in a report of the Board of Trade, 
prepared from statistics obtained from various sources. It con
tains the answers to all the questions propounded-with a few 
exceptions. I would state that the rains of the present summer 
have been as seasonable as in the States, and very good crops 
could have been made from the bottom lands of Platte, Cherry 
Creek, Clear Creek, Bear Creek, Ralston, and Boulder creeks, 
without irrigation 

The present growing crops of Spring lVheat (which is the 
only kind of wheat raised in Colorado), oats, barley, potatoes, 
cabbages, and vegetables of every description can not be stu
passed in any country (having resided twenty-one years in 
Western l\Iissouri, I know what I am saying). 

Young potatoes can be bought for 1 ½ to 2 cents per pound at 
the present time, and wheat can not bring more than 2 cents 
per pound, which is lower than at any time since the Territory 
was settled. 

The farming lands near Denver arc owned by those who are 
occupying them, and a great deal of land on the elevated pa1ts, 
between Denver, thirteen miles from the base of the mountains, 
and Golden City, the first mining town as you enter the moun
tains, bas been pre-empted, and a considerable portion is now in 
cultivation-irrigated from Clear Creek, a mountain stream pass-
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ing by Golden City, and emptying into the Platte four miles north
west of Denver. As to the value of lands, I am unable to rrivc 
you much information-the value depending, to a great de;;_·ee 
upon the facility for irrigation and the improvements thereo;. ' 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

R. G. BUCKINGHAM. 

GOLDEN CrTY, COLORADO, August 9, 1868. 

Mr. F. B. GODDARD:-

Sm: I have been ~equested ?Y Mr. Danforth, our postmaster, 
to answer your questions. I will do so to the best of my ability. 

1st. Farming land varies in price in consequence of the im
provements upon them, of fencing, irrigating ditches, facilities 
for water, and the buildings. The price of unimproved land is 
from '1.25 to $2.50 per acre; improved, from $5 to $50 per acre. 

2d. Labor is rather scarce, especially farm laborers. Wages 
:u:e, for farms, from $40 per month to $2 per day; for miners, from 
$3 to $4.50 per clay. 

~,1. Climat? is dry, wholesome, and temperate; our great 
altitude deprives us of dew and fogs in summer, but gives us 
open, dry winters; snow-fall is but light all winter until March 
and April, then heavy snows, occasionally three feet deep, are of 
common occurrence, and although of short duration yet no 
damage of frost is apparent to crops or grass from the s~ow. 

4th. Corn is ~ot a general staple--wheat, rye, oats, barley, and 
pot:1toes are raised everywhere, from 7,700 feet above the sea to 
the lowest valleys-vegetables are excellent. Wheat is worth 
from 4 to 8 cents per pound; oats, 5 cents; rye is worth 4 to 
7 cents; potatoes, 3 cents; barley, 5 to 8 cents. 

5th. Our best market is the mining rcrrion · the next best is 
Dakota and Wyo ming Territories. "' ' 

6th. Schools are excellent; churches everywhere. 
7th. Nationality, mostly, New York, Ohio Pennsylvania 

Indiana, Minnesota, Illinois, Iowa, Missouri, an<l Kansas-many 
foreigners. 

Yours, 
E. W. BERTHOUD, A. M., 

Acting Supt. Public Instruction, Col Ter. 



WYOMING. 

THE new Territory of Wyoming was organized in the sum
mer of the present year (1868). It is bounded as follows: on 
the north by Montana; on the south by Colorado; on the east 
by Dakota and Nebraska; and on the west by !dab~ and 
Utah. It lies between the 41st and 45th para.llels oflatitude, 
and embraces about one-third of what formerly constituted the 
Territory of Colorado. The Black Ilills pierce the center 
of the Territory from its southern limits, and the Rocky, 
Medicine Bow and Uintah mountains form a part of its south-

- ' ern and western boundaries. Portions of ebraska and Dakota 
were appropriated in the construction of Wyoming. 

The name of "Lincoln " was first proposed for this new 
Territory, in honor of our martyred President, but "Wyo
ming" (from the Indian Haugliwauwame, signifying "largo 
plains,'') was finally adopted. It is a euphonious name, and 
appropriate to the Territory in its significance. 

'Ihe rapid advancement of the Pacific Railroad, and the 
mao-ical growth of towns and cities along its route, were the 
chi;f impulses to this new territorial organization. The city 
of Cheyenne, situated near the foot of the Blac~ Ili~ls, boasts 
a population of 4,000. Eighteen months a?~ its site wa~ a 
wilderness, the home of the coyote and prame-dog-now 1ts 
thronged streets and crowded warehouses exhibit all the 
characteristics of rapid commercial advancement and pros
perity. Numerous banking houses, several large hot~1s, 
two or three daily newspapers, and every trade and profess1on 
here find a profitable field for enterprise. 

The topography of Wyoming may be described as an exte~
sive rolling plain, broken at intervals by lofty mountam 
ranO'es which stretch across the Territory in several direco ' 
tions. The Wind River chain starts from the western bound-
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ary, and penetrates nearly half the distance to its eastern 
limits. These ranges are flanked on either side by vast tables 
and plains, some of them well watered, and nearly all covered 
with a luxuriant growth of the most nutritious grasses. The 
vicinity of Bridger's Pass, and the valley of Bitter Creek, are 
exceptio11s to the general fertility of the Territory. Ilere 
dearth and desolation reign supreme. The hills and moun
tains are covered with ashes and scorire, and all around are the 
grand aud gloomy evidences of the volcanic disturbances 
which at some former period devastated and wasted this 
region. Even the sage hru h, capable of a thrifty growth in 
the sands of the "Desert," here struggles for a sick] y existence. 

S01L.-A very large portion of Wyoming must be suscepti
ble of profitable cultivation and development. The Laramie 
Plains, immediately west of the Black Hills arc as ready to-day 
for the plow and the spade as the fertile prau·ies of Illinois. 
The soil is excellent, consisting of a sandy loam, and grass 
grows most luxuriantly. In some districts there are numerous 
streams, while in others there is at times a scarcity of water. 
But the rains are frequent and opportune, and as a grazing 
region this Territory present' most favorable advantages. 

MrNERALs.-In the Sweetwater Valley, and along the 
sources of Wind River, importa11t discoveries of gold have 
been made, and rumors are current of immense yields ob
tained by a party of miners who carefully sought to conceal 
from the public the large product of a single winter's oper
ations. It is well known, however, that rich ledges of the 
precious metals exist iu the vicinity of the South Pass; and 
without doubt, another t\\elvemonth will develop sufficient 
to establish the claim of Wyoming to rank among the great 
gold-producing regions of the Rocky Mountain range. 

The districts where gold has been found are within twenty
five miles of the Pacific Railroad, and are easily acce sible at 
all sea ons. 

Immense coal and iron beds have been discovered in close 
proximity to the Pacific Railroad, and lime and gypsum are 
abundant. Lead and copper also exist, and certain portions 
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of the Territory are rich in oil springs. umerous salt springs 
have been discovered, some of which have been worked 
profitably. 

TIMBER.-The supply of timber in Wyoming, especially 
along its southern boundary, is inexhaustible. The Black 
Ilills-so called from the density of their foliage of ever
greens, which at a di tance present almost an inky appearance 
-are covered with pine, spruce, and hemlock, while the :Medi
cine Bow, Elk, and Uintah monutains, are feathered almost to 
their summits with the pine, the spruc;e, and the c;edar. The 
Big and Little Lar:rn1ie, and the 1\Icdic;inc Bow and T orth 
Platte river,,, at high stages of water, afford excellent facili
ties for rafting lumber to the interior and sparsely timbered 
portions of the Territory. 

'l'he climate of Wyoming is almost un urpassed for salu
brity and healthfulnes;;. The winters are mild and open, 
and in many parts stock feed and fatten upon the standing 
grasse, requiring no shelter from ovember to April. In 
Colorado, where the climate is like that of Wyoming, cattle 
have been driven in mi<lwiuter direct from the plains where 
they were feeding, to the shambles, producing beef of the 
sweetest and juiciest quality. 

The rapid and prosperous growth and development of 
Wyoming Territory is already placed beyond a doubt. The 
people have effected a territorial organization unde1· a liberal 
constitution, guaranteeing to every mun the rights of citizen
ship. Wyoming offers superior and rapidly increasing attrac
tions to tho farmer and stoek-raiser. Although her lands are 
yet unsurveyed, and undisturbed by wilJ speculation, there is 
no bar to settlement upon her broad plains ancl beautiful 
savanna , and all the advantages inYolved in the IIome,,tea<l and 
Pre-emption laws can be secured without difficnlt,r. Violenee 
and disorder, which have so often characterized the early set
tlement of our mineral regions, are fast giving place in \Vyo
ming to the irresistible inflnences of lawful and peaceful 
industry. Already the germs of a splendid State have taken 
root around the Black Hills, and the young tendrils ara nour-
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ished by rm,ources and natural advantages which promise to 
rival those of any other region of the far West. Ere long the 
westward tending engine, freighted with thousands of eager 
emigrants, will pause at Wyoming to discharge its precious 
bmden. Before the advancing footsteps of civilization the 
Indian must retire. Ilis hunting-grounds will be turned into 
cornfields, and the smoke of his wigwam superseded by the 
rising incense of a thousand hearth-fires. 



DAKOTA. 

MANY Indian traditions assert that the sacred birthplace 
of the primal ancestors of all the red men who now inhabit 
the earth was at the Red Pipe-stone Quarry, about a hundred 
miles northward from Yankton, the. capital of Dakota. The 
wandering Sioux of the plains held that the Great Spirit first 
formed man from a piece of this pipe-stone. Other tribes 
believed that the" great freshet" left alive but one person, a 
virgin. Upon the sacred quarry she was delivered of twins, 
whose father was a war-eagle, and thus the earth was peo
pled. 

Ilence it is, perhaps, that the Indian's symbol of peace is 
the pipe-stone calumet-the flesh of their ancestors-and that 
the quills of the war-eagle decorate the heads of their braves. 

Many historians and travelers tell us that the tribes who 
roamed and warred from the Ohio northward to the great 
lakes, and westward to the mountains, all sprang from the 
race of Dakotas, or "friendly people," whose largest villages 
and choicest hunting-grounds were within the limits of the 
present Territory. 

The first white men ever known to have penetrated these 
regions were two young Canadians, who made a trip thither in 
the year 1654, to obtain furs. 

. The first newspaper in the Mississippi Valley was published 
iu the year 1 35, at Dubuque, in what was then Wisconsin 
Territory. From this vast region have since been created, 
Iowa in 1838, Minnesota iu 1849, Nebraska in 1854, Dakota 
in 1861, Idaho in 1863, and Montana in 1864. 

In 1858, about 16,000,000 acres of land lying in the southern 
part of the Territory, and watered by the Big Sioux, James, 
Missouri, and Niobrara rivers, were purchased from the In-
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dians, on condition that they would remove to their reserva
tion near Fort Randall. According to :Mr. M. K. ARMSTRONG, 
of Yankton, in his excellent little "History of Dakota, Mon
tana, and Idaho,"-

Here be~ins the date of permanent settlement in Dakota, when 
the retreatmg red race looked back upon the advancing sentinels 
of civilization who had come to subdue the wilds, and adorn our 
rivers with thriving villages. And here we commence the written 
history of Dakota's white race, established in a land where "wild 
tribes of men liave marched their armies over our towns and 
fields, and fierce battles have been fought where, ere long, churches 
may rear their spires, and our plowshares turn furrows amidst 
the graves of buried races, and our children play, perhaps, where 
generations of children have played before." 

Scarcely had the Indians removed from their olcl hnnting
grounds when settlers began to enter the Territory and erect 
their western cabins. 

In 1859, the first white families settled in the counties of Union, 
Clay, and Yankton. 

* * * * * * * 
On the 2d of March, 1861, President Buchanan approved the 

bill giving to Dakota a territorial government. The news did 
not reach Yankton until the 13th of the month, and on that day 
hats, hnrrahs, and town lots "went up" to greet the dawning 
future of the great Northwest. Under its new boundaries the 
Territory comprised all of the present Territory of :Montana and 
the eastern slope of Idaho, and contained about 350,000 square 
miles. It was bounded on the north by the British line, east by 
Minnesota and Iowa, and sonth by the Iowa line and the Mis
souri, Niobrara, ancl Turtle Hill rivers up to and along the forty
third parallel of latitude to the Rocky Mountains thence along 
the Snowy Range to British America. 

Dakota, thus established, constituted the largest Territory in 
the United States, and afforded a river navigation of more than 
2,000 miles. The population of the Territory, by a census taken 
at that time, was 2,402 . 

During the summer of 1862 the first discovery of gold had been 
made in western Dakota, within the present Territories of Idaho 
and l\Iontana. 

Idaho was erected into a Territory on the 3d of l\Iarch, 1863, 
and in 1864 l\lontana was created out of eastern Idaho. 

Through the midst of our entire border the Almighty has 
traced the water-course of one of the mightiest ri,·ers on the con
tinent, rising among cliffs of eternal frost, and bearing upon its 
bosom the wealth of mountains, the commerce of the valleys, and 
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hane t of the plain , southward to the seas. Not iiYe years of 
its organized existence harn yet clap eel, and 110Lwithstall~li11g the 
terrors of a three years' relentless Indian war in onr midst the 
people of our J\Ii~sonri Yalley hnve steadily n.chanc-ed to a'per
mn.nent degree of prosperity, with churd1e · :m<l. schools an<l. all 
the attendant of an enlightened community. 

We e}..i;ract the following from a recent Report of a Com
mittee of the Legislature of Dakota, appointed to collect infor
mation respecting the mineral, agricultural, and manufacturing 
re omces of the Territory :-

Dakota Tcnito~·y occupies the mo, t elc,•atecl ~cction of country 
between the Arctte Ocean and the Gulf of l\I x1co · forming to a 
great extent, the water-shed of the two great b~sins of -... 'T orth 
America-the l\Ii . ouri and l\li sissippi rin!1\, and the tributaries 
of Hudson Day. Thu, within the limits of Dakota are found the 
onrces of riYerR ntnning diametrically opposite; tho.e flowin« 

northward reach a region of eternal ice, while those flowing i,ontf 
w~nl pass from the haunt. of the grizzly hen.r and the n•gion of 
wild nce through the cotton-fichl;; and the sugar plantations of 
the ontherner, until their waters are mingled with the blue wavc-s 
of the Gui£ 

The general. urface of the ronntrv ea. t and north of the )Iis
E<ouri is a beautiful, rich, t111(lulati1;g prairic-, free from mar h, 
swamp, or slough; tra,·er eel by ma11y streamR and dotted over 
with innumerable lakes of variou ia:izes, who,-c wooded margim,, 
and rocky shore~ and gr:welly bottom afford the ~ettler the purest 
of water, and give to the sc nerv of the Territory much of it, 
intere t a_ncl fa c-ination. '\Vest of the l\Ii. ouri the country i 
more r~llrng, and gradually hecomcs broken, hilly, and finally 
mountamous, as the western limits arc reached and terminated by 
the Rocky Mountains . 
. The mighty l\fo,somi runs through the very heart of our Ter

ntory, and gn-es us more than one thousand mile of navi«ablc 
water-~our e, thu giving_ us the facility of cheap water tt·an -
portat1on, b)'. means of winch we C'an bear away the surplu prod
~cts of our nch, luxunant lands to outhem markets, and receive 
m exchange the trade and commerce of all clime. aml lands. 

'\Ve have, located on the MiR,ouri, Big ioux, Reel River of the 
North, Vermillion, Dakota, Niobrara, million and millions of 
acres of the richeRt and most productive of lands to be found any
where within the bounds of the T ational Government. 

_'\Ve have, combined, the pleasant ,alubrious climate of southern 
l\1rnnesota, and the fertility of central Illinois. 

DAKOTA. 183 

MINERALS. 

Co L.-On the IiRsotiri River n.t Fort Rice, coal has been dis
cover ,a in «n•at abundance, t-ome vein from ten to fifteen feet 
thick. ,:, '·

0 
,!: Good cannel coal, or hituminom, coal, has been 

<lis<·overetl very recently on the Dakota River, about forty miles 
north of the city of Yankton, near Fort de Roche; also some 
Rpccimc-n on th~ Big ~io~1x Hiver. . . 

1RoN.-The1·c 1s no limit to the amount of iron ore 111 Dakota 
Territory. * * * It crops out on the Mi, souri River from 
Bijou hiils ~o aborn Fort Si~lly, a diR~ance of_ one hunc~red mile 
-the bed!'I 111 some places fifty feet tl11ck and 111exha.usttble. 

CLAYS, &e.-Thcrc is abundance of clay that will make the best 
of brick; on the Big Sioux, extending to the noted Re~ Pipc-Rtone 
Quarry, abunclancc of white marl, th?-t would m~lrn bnck of great 
beantv res<•mblinO' the celcbratetl Milwaukee bnck, only of more 
variabl~ colors. At Sioux Falls, on the Big ioux River, and at 
Fort de TToche on the Dakota River, there i' abundance of red 
sa1Hhtone that' makes an exc·ellcnt building tone. There is 
more or less limc-stone on all of the streams of Dakota, an<l very 
fair builclino- ti mbcr on most of the streams. 

n.1vEr:s /;1, DAKOTA.-Thc )lissonri Ilivcr extend a thommml 
miles through the Territory, and i,; _navigable for te~mbo:i-ts the 
entire di tanc , and hun<lre<ls of nules above; the river 1s from 
one-half to onc-thinl of a mile wi<le, and D1·. J. V. Hayden, 
Geolo<Tist i;ays thus of it in his report of the l\Ii ouri country: 
"The l>ro~d bottom prairies of the )Iissouri, arc of incxlrnu~tible 
fertility sustainin« a ye«etation Yariable in it character ancl of 
enormo~is «rowth '." the U\)land pmiries pos e s a oil composed of 
yellow m;'rl wed adapted to agriculture and grazing." This 
strc-am i, well timbered almost it~ entire len«th. 

The Bio- Sioux River is two hundred miles long, a clear run
nin« stre~u of clear water, and quite well timbered; this beauti
ful ~-alley can not be surpas~cd for fertility of soil and th_e variety 
an<l luxuriance of its vegetatwn; the bottom Janel on tlus stream 
are from a half to three miles wi<le, and bears an enormou growth 
of blue-joint gra s, which make ' h_a.y o[ m1 excellent qu_ality. 

\Vhat has been said of the Big wux, may be saul of the 
Dakota and Vermillion rivers, except that there i not f-\O much 
timber as on the Sioux, and Lhe soil not quite as good on _the 
Dakota River as on the Sioux, although of a very good quality, 
an<l well adapted to stock-growing. As to the character and de
scription of the other treams, we shall quote from Lieut. \\T arre_n: 

"The Bi« Cheyenne i;;; a most important river, and has its 
extreme sot~·ce west of the Dlack Hills, which it two main branch
es inclose. These forks arc supplied by numerous streams 
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from the mountains, and they unite in about longitude 102° 20', 
the river flowing into the :Missomi in latitude 44° 48'. In its 
lower course I am informe<l. there is fertile lam! on its banks, and 
there arc considerable areas in and around the Black Hills. The 
Cheyenne River can be rnftecl, and the stream that comes from the 
hills could be u ed to drive the logs down the river," and thus 
a way is opened to this fine supply of timber. 

"·white Earth Rirnr bas generally an open well-wooded valley, 
with fine soil and luxuriant grass. Any one who travels in .1. c
braska will always feel rejoiced when he reaches the banks of this 
beautiful stream. It is much resorted to by the Brules. It has 
numerous branches, the largest of which is called the South Fork. 
The pine on ,vhite River aud its tributaries is nearly equal in 
extent to that on the Niobrara. This tream has been used by 
traders to boat down their furs. I believe it can also be use<l to 
raft down the pine timber on its banks and branches." Lieut. 
Warren speaks very favorably of the Niobrara River, which i,; 
partly in our Territory, that there is considerable pine timber 011 

its banks anll branches, and much good land and excellent water. 
The Red RiYer of the North ri c in Lake Travers, and flows 

north 380 miles to the British posse sion , is a navigable stream 
it entire di tance, well-wooded, and a soil unsurpassed in fertility. 
There are a number of other small streams, some of which harn 
abundance of timber, and a good soil, and clear running water. 
There arc quite a m1mbe1· of lakes in Ea t Dakota remarkable for 
their beauty, and with their sylvan associations form the promi
nent charm of its rural landscape. There is an abundance of 
timber on some of these lakes surrounded with a good oil, water, 
and plenty of fish in the waters of the same. All the streams
of Dakota abound in delicious fish of many varieties. 

SoIL.-The prevailing soil of Dakota i~ a dark, calcareom1, sandy 
loam, containing a various intcrmixture of clay, abounding in 
mineral salts, and an organic ingredient derived from the accu
mulation of decomposed vegetable matter, for long ages of growth 
and decay. The earthy materials of our soil arc minutely pul
verized, and the soil is everywhere light, mellow, ancl spongy; 
while its sandy predominance makes our soil very early. The 
upland soil of East Dakota can not be smpassed for fertility and 
the variety an<l. luxuriance of its Yegctation. 

CRors.-Your committee have been unable to get any accurn.te 
information in relation to the amount of the crops per acre, but 
from their own personal observation, they a1·e of the opinion that 
no State or Territory surpasses Dakota in the yield of their crops 
per acre, and they are of the opinion the averacre yield of wheat 
per acre is twenty-fl ve bushels; oat , forty-fi,':'e; corn, between 
fifty and sixty; potatoes, two hundred and twenty-five. All 
vines and garden yegctaulcs yield bountifully. 
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But for raising wheat, Dakota, we believe is not equaled by 
any State or Territory in the Union. Our dry, pure atmosphere 
is what is required for the perfection of this grain; the best wheat 
grown in the world is the wheat grown on the Red River, with
in the limits of Dakota. The inhabitants of that section claim 
sixty bushels as an average yield per acre, and the wheat weighs 
from sixty-five to seventy pounds per bushel. Every one that 
has ever seen any of the Red RiYer wheat pronounced it the finest 
they ever saw. And we are of the opinion that a large portion 
of our Territory will yield equally a well: some farmers have told 
your committee of a yield of one hundred and four bushels of 
potatoe from one and one-fourth bushels of seed, and corn at 
one hundred bushels per acre. 

TITE STOCK-GROWING BUSINESS. 

Dakota is the finest field in the world for stock-growing. It 
stands prominent above all other countries as the best for the 
production of grass. "The grasse ," 11ays Farrey, "are proYerbi
ally in perfection only in northem and cold regions. It i. in the 
north alone that we raise animal ' from meadows, a1Hl arc cn:ihled 
to keep them fat and in good condition without grain." In none 
of the prairie districts of North America are the native gra,;ses :o 
abundant and nutritious as on the plain, and in the Yalleys of 
Dakota. This is sufficiently proved by the countless herds of 
buffalo that pasture throughout the year, upon its plains, CH'll 

north of the 49th parallel of latitude; a fact which suggc. ts an 
equivalent capacity for the herding of domestic cattle. Horses 
and cattle roam durincr summer and winter over the prairies and 
through the woods, a~d keep fat without housing or bay. The 
wild gra cs of Dakota, are of many varieties. The blue-joint of 
the valleys makes the best of hay, and generally yields about 
three tons per acre. The gramma or buffalo crrass of the upland 
prairies is so nutritious that hor es will work all the time, that 
are fed on it, without any grain, and keep fat. All of the wild 
gras es of Dakota are more nutritious than any of the tame 
grasses· cattle become fatter by pasturing on it. ,vhen cut it 
shrinks 'much le s in curin(J' for hay. It seldom heats. There is 
no du t in the hay. Ho1~es that cat it never have the heaves. 
The hay in appearance is green, and it smells much sweeter than 
tame hay. On the whole, it is superior either for pasturage or 
hay for horses, cattle, or sheep. Owing to the healthiness :rn<l 
the dryness of the climate of Dakota, sheep must do extremely 
well in Dakota. We have no cold sleet-storms here, that are 1<0 

fatal to sheep in many countries. The Indians have always kept 
thousands of horses in this country, but never feed them bay in 
winter. 
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:iLu:KETS.-.\.n,l here "·c quote from Lici1t. 1Varrcn, who 
speaking of the frontier t-cttlcmcnts on the pr::tiricR, says: "The 
western frontier has al ways bc•en looking to the East for a market, 
but as soon a' the wnsc of emigration has pa'-'Sl'll over the desert 
portion of the Plain., to which the discovcres of~ohl have already 
~iYcn nn impetus that will propel it to the Ho<'ky .\fountain::,, then 
will the present frontier of 1' <·braska :rntl Dakota become the 
starting-point of all the products of the ..'.\[issi~,-ippi Valley which 
the popul:i.tion of the mountain will n•quire." There is at the 
present time at least a population of fifty thou. and person. in the 
mountains directly we t of Dakota, that dcpcnn on the rountry 
cast of their borders to 1111pply tlwm with all the pro<1nl'ts that 
they uccd for consumption, and such i:-1 the deman<l that all kimls 
of products raised by the farmers in Dakota, including cattle and 
horscR, nrc worth t1Venty-fi,·c per ccut. more in Dakota than on 
the ::'lli~8i~sippi ni ,·er. Some of the farmer of Dakota, the prmient 
sc:rnon, although we haYc no large farms opened, hnse rai ed 
from fifteen hunllretl to three thou1'an<l dollar ' worth of crops. 
The rieh di~covcries of gold recently made in all the mountain 
regions on the weRtcrn boun<hry of Dakota, will furnish a better 
market for years to come, than the farmer;; of the valley of tbt• 
..'.\Ii,-~isi-ippi ha\'e at present. 

CLnr.\.TE.-In our dry atmo. pherc the coltl i~ not cO intensely 
folL as in more moi,;t climates. It is impossible to estimate the 
importance of the manifol1l .cn·iecs which this characteristic 
clement of the climate of Dakota, the <lryne,;s of its atmosphere, 
rcn1lers in the dc,·clopment of all organic lifo. 

The same de<>Tcc of col<l in Dakota is felt much le s than in the 
Atlantic StateR. Colds, chill:-i, con~hs, and all of the pulmonary 
diRca'\e~, arc ~carcely known in Dakota. 

RArLIWAns, &e.-1V c ha,·c no railroad. yet in Dakota, but a 
number of lines in lllinncHota and Iowa pointing to Dakota. The 
land-gr:rnt, railroa,1.' in ..'.\1inncsota that strike the ca. tern honnclary 
of Dakota arc a~ follow : "Routes one and two, from Stillwater 
by way of ~t. Paul, to a point between the foot of Bi~ Stone 
Lake antl the mouth of the Sioux and \Vood Ri\'cr, and branch 
down the Hc<l H,i vcr of the North." '· Route1> th rec aud fo1u, 
from St. P:,nl to the . outhern boun,hry of the State, in the 
<l;rl'et ion of the Big- Sioux Hiver. "-" H.outc fh-e, from \Vinona, viu 
:-,t. Pctl'r, to a point on the Big Sioux I i,·er 8outh of the forty
fifth parallel of north latitude."-" This o-mnt was tmnsforrcd to 
the Tr::tnsit Railroad Company." The western terminus of thi 
road wa once located temporarily at Sioux Falls, now in Dakota. 
The company now intend to cxteml it through our Territory to 
the i\1i,;sonri River, near latitude 40°. 

Land-grant railroads in Iowa that point toward Dakota :-The 
Dubuque and Pacific, ha its western terminus at Sioux City, 
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Iowa. :McGre,,.or Railroad has its western terminus at a point 
ne:1r the north~rn boundary of nion County, Dakota Territory. 
IL will be seen by the foregoing that there arc fi~·e railroads, nrn
nino- cast :1.11<l ,,·est, that haYc their west<>rn termmus on the ca t
crnbonn1lary of our Territory, giYing us in a few yc:1rs several 
lines of (•0111n11111ication with the Ea.~t. 

The · ortlwrn branch of the Central Pa<'ific Railroad starts from 
ioux City, and it~" e~1:>ectcd that it will ! aRs ~p the ~Iis ouri 

River, through our ferntory, to the mouth of the N 10brara, thence 
up said ri vcr to the South Pa. s. This is by far the best route for 
that branch. The orthcrn Central Pacific Railroad will pass 
directly through our Territory, more I han probably up the valley 
of the Bi" heyennc River. 

The rapacity of our Territory for raising immcn. c herds of cat
tle and for the production of large crop of corn, wheat, oats, rye, 
ba:·lcy, buckwheat, potatoes, sorghum, melons, fruits, ~nd vege
tables, demonstrate the ability of our country to sustam a dense 
population. . 

'hall we not judge of the future by the past? As regard' s01l, 
climate bcautithl uplandR, rich prairies, luxuriant bottoms, pro
ductive' mountain valleys, mineral wealth, mwigab)c rive1· upon 
which to float our cereal products and commcrcrn.l exchange , 
what section of the country within the broad confines of our Re
public, is faire1:, or. love_lier, or ri~hcr, or_ mor~ jnviting, as the 
home of the :1.ct1ve, mtelhgent and mduRtr1ou~ c_1t1ze11? Before_ a 
generation_ shall have passed mo1:e tha~ a m1lhon of people ,y1ll 
be Ii ving Ill the valley of the ~Itssonn alo1?e, and the Pacific 
Railroad will have been completed, connectmg the two oceans 
wit,h its iron bands. 

Dakota pos esscs within itself all the clements which are ne
ce ary to con titutc a great, prosperous and powerful tate. 
Our rich alluvial l:i.ntls will produce the com, and the broad 
prairies the nutritiouH gras cs, which arc ample to feed and sup· 
port cattle to uppl y every market in the Union. . . 

The alt lakes in the northcm part of the Terntory can furm'h 
inexhaustible supplie of the be t of nit. . . 

The hi<>'h rolliu<>' prairies south and west of the M1ssonn Reem 
especially intemled for the herdsmen of 1-heep and the growth of 
wool. 

RESOURCES OF DAKOTA. 

The falls on the Big Sioux furnish a motivc•p?wer sufficient to 
drive all the machinery of the cw England mills. 

The Bin.ck Hills and the mountain ranges at tbc i;:ources of the 
Wind River Yellowstone and Mi souri are rich beyontl concep
tion in mine;al resources-of coal, copper, iron, and gold. 
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, vith all the elements of power snrroundinO' us-we need but 
numbers, combined with indnstry intelli"'en~e and virtne to 
make Dakota one of the most desir~ble and potdnt States of'thc 
Government. 

TO ENCOURAGE UANUFACT0RIES, 

Our legislature has wisely exempted :tll property invested in 
,~oolcn mauufactories for a period of ten years, cotton manufacto
nes, twenty years, and_ one-half of all others, five years; sheep 
are also exempt a certam number of years from t:ixation. 

In the cour~e of ~wo_ or thr~e ~earR, sever~! towns arc to spring 
up on the l\I1ssoun River, witl11n the Territory of Dakota, and 
between the mouth of the Bi<T Sioux River and the mouth of the 
Big Cheyenne River, that "~11 vie with Omaha, K cbrnska City, 
and Leavemvorth? for the overland trade to Iontana, Idaho, aml 
the northern Pacific States. These new towns will have the ad
vantage of some several hnndrcd miles distance over Omaha 
Nebraska City, a!1d Lea yen worth. The thousand ~ilcs of country 
b~twe~n St. Loms and Fort Sully, Dakota, must soon be supplic,1 
with pmc lumber from the several millions of acres of pine land 
of the "Bla,ck Hills of Dakota," vitt the "Thitc Earth and Bi,, 
Cheyenne rivers; anc~ we lo?k to sec the prediction of .T. ,v. Tay...,_ 
lor, folfil)ed the _comu~g i;.pnng, who says: Even if there were no 
p1:oofs of gold, Ril vcr, iron and copper in the gnlches of the Black 
II~lls, t~e ~emand for pine h1mbcr in the valleys of the lower 
M1ssour1, will send armed partie into the forests which darken 
t)lC flanks of the mountains. Girn Dakota the supply of pine 
timber to the towns and 1,lains below anrl a o-rcatcr accnmnla-
. f ' "' t10n o wealth, a greater , timulant of a<Triculturc and commerce 

ar~ a sured to the pioneers of this Territory, than if the Black 
Hills proved as auriforons as California. 

REo HrVER VALLEY.-This valley in Dakota is about two 
h~ndred miles l01~g, and from forty to sixty mile; in width, cov
cr!n~ an area of eight thonsand square miles, or more than five 
m1ll10n ac~·es _of land, and possesses greater natural athantagcs 
than any d1stnct of country 111 the West now open to settlement. 

Tim RrvERs.-Therc arc eight rivers, varying in lc11<Tth from 
forty to one hundred mile , that run aero s this valley f1~m west 
~o east, emptying into Red River, within this Territory, each hav
mg numerons creeks and small tributaries that water the country 
upon each side. 

Trrn TnrnER.-Thc timber which is oak ah elm pOJ)lar lynn 
d . . . ' ' ' ' ' ' ' an maple, 1s that ~vh_wh will be used for the various purposes of 

the farmer for bmldm"' and fenci1w and the various kincls of 
11 . b . "' . "'' sma t1m er grown m a timbered country arc interspersed with 

the above. 
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Like all prairie countries, the timber is chiefly confined to the 
water-courses, or in groves, and there is hanlly a creek without 
its belt of timber, in and near which are found the various kinds 
of w_il<l fruits, sueh as rasp~crries, strawberries, blueberries, goose
berries, currants, cranberries, grapes, plums, &c. in large quanti-
ties and of excellent quality. ' 

T1rn So1L.-:-The soil is a black san~y loam, of alluvial and veg
etable deposit, from two and a half to four feet deep, resting 
upon a stratum of yellow clay four to ten feet in thickness. This 
soil is exceedingly rich, and easily worked, ancl in a state of na
ture. yields a luxuriant growth of bl_ue-joint grass, which makes a 
quality of hay almost equal to the timothy and herdsgrass of the 
:Middle States. 

,vuAT "\\'ILL GRow.-Thc grains now raised and to which the . . . .... ' 
country 1s especially atlapte<l, are wheat, rye, barley, and oats. 
The yield per ~ere being in excess of any thing known cast of the 
Rocky Mountams, but to say fully equal to ~linnesota will be 
quite modest, and will fall below rather than above the truth. 
1£very thing in the line of garden vegetables is raised in the 
g!·eatest a~undanc~ and of_ the very best quality, with a heavier 
yield tban 1s usual m the l\I1ddlc States, and with far le s labor. 
. 0 R_W1xTERS.-The great dread of deep snow and cold winters 
111 so l11gh a northern latitude is altogether imaginary. The aver
age depth of snow for the last ten years has not exceeded sixteen 
inches, which usually remains upon the ground from about the 
15th of November t? the 1st of l\1arch, ancl while the mercury 
may fall to _even _tlurty-fivc degrees below zero, owing to the 
absence of lngh wmds the weather does not seem rigorous nor 
does it seem as cold as it does in l\Iichirran or Ohio when the ~er• 
cury i at, or cyen from five to ten dcg~ees above, zero. 

The s1_10,v_ docs not drift as in open prairie countries; and as 
good sle1glung can be relied upon, no trouble is experienced in 
winter traveling. Cattle and hor. es that arc allowed to run at 
larg~ in _the timber, g~ther their own living, and but little if any 
hay 1 given them during the winter months. 

OuR MARKETS.-There are but few sections in the United 
States that have a better home market for their surplus products 
than has the Red River valley at the present time. The Red 
River being navi<Table from lower Fort Garry in British America 
. h fi ·1 ° ' ' e1g ty~ v_e mi_ es no~·th of our northern ~oundary, to Fort Aber-

crombie, m this Territory, two hundred miles south of said bound
ar_y, making a total distanc_c of two hundred and eighty-five 
miles, the steamer "Internat10nal" affords cheap transportation 
for our surplus products which are purchased by the Hudson's 
~ay Com1?any for the supply of their army of employees and t rad
mg posts 111 the interior of their territory; and in addition to this, 
the various military posts in northeastern Dakotah, and the mining 
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country of the Sa katchawan, in British America, will look to this 
valley for supplies. 

With an eye to this future granary of the "\Yest, capitalists arc 
pushing a railroad from St. Paul, north and west, to tap thi val
ley at or near the head of navigation on the Red River, in order 
to carry to eastern markets our grain, beef, pork, butter, chce r, 
wool, furs, &c., :rnu to do the already gigantic carrying trade of 
the Jluc1.on's Bay Company and the Briti!'-h settlement. Eio-htv 
miles of thi road are already in running order, and within a ~-cry 
fow years it will be extended to the Hed River, placino- us in direct 
communication, by water aml rail, with St. Paul, Chi:ago, ant! the 
Eat. 

Punuc LANDs.-Thc $Uncy of public lands in the Red Hivcr 
valley was commenced by the Government late la t summer aIHl 
with ·the execption of a few townships subdivided on the Pen~hin::\ 
Rfrer, only boundary and meridian lines were run. But durino
the coming summer the surveys will be extended. 

0 

And it is confi<lently expected that, in complianee with the 
memorial of the present se. sion of our legiJatnre Congie:,.s will 
p,rovi<l? for the establii,hment of_a 1:-nited 8tates la~tl ~ftice in tl~e 
l,ed River valley, thereby cnablmg settlers to secure title to then· 
Janel. by home tcads or pre-emption . 

Ot' It 11L ERALs.-Except coal and salt, we have as yet cliscov
cred no minerals in thi valley. It is, however, bclie,·rd that 
various valuable metals will be discovered in the Pembi1m and 
Turtle mom1tain$. But of s:1lt there is an incxhau. tible i-upply. 
Coal ha but recently been discovered near the ea t base of Pem
bina Mountain, and accessible to the settlements; and while it is 
known to be very exten ive, its quality ha not as yet been te ted. 

·O1m ESl'OX DE. -cE. 

We are indebted to the writer of the foregoing respecting 

the Red River ,·alley, for the following letter :-

TERRITORY OF DAKOTA, CouxTY OF PE'IIBINA,} 

PKlrmx,, , July 28, 186 . 
F. B. Gom>ARD, Esq. :-

Sm: * * * .As there i plenty of excellent prairie and 
timber land vacant ancl subject to pre-emption al1ll homeRteacl 
there is no price fixed on unimproved lamL. The u ual lauoi 
required in a n~w country i ~ in demand, at from 81 to ,;!3 per day, 
and of mech:uucs, hlackRm1thR arc mo,-,t needed at good pricei:,. 

As yet we are badly provided with good school;1,~"1.nd manv of 
o~r settlers send their children to Fort Gany, in the Briti~h J{etl 
River settlement, where they have very good schools of all kinds. 
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There are but two church buil<lings iu this county, both Catholic. 
In population, French extraction predominate:,. 

Pembina County embraces the whole HcJ IEvcr valley in 
Dakota from the Briti~h Ameriean line south to the river 
Cheyen~e, a distance of about_ 150 mi)es, and ext~ndi1~g w~ t 
from the ltecl Hivcr about 35 nules. This whole scct10n JS a fine 
farming country. Yours truly, 

E. STUT MAK. 

Mr. ARMSTRONG, to whose work we have referred in the 

earlier page of thi article upon Dakota, sends us the follow

ing communieation :-

Yankton, the capital of Dakota, 1,; i:;itnatctl on the l\lis,;ouri 
River, GO miles aho, e Sionx City, prc,:ent terminus of Chieago 
and ,. orthwe, tern Railro::ul; eontaiu,; 1,000 people, two churehes, 
two schooli:;, one $emm:11·y. Land is worth .·10 per acre withm 
three miles of town. Business lots worth ,:200 to ,'500. Goo<l 
residence lots, .· 100. Timber land is worth from :·10 to ,:40 per 
acre. Pine ltunber is worth ~·35 per }I.; cottonwood, B20. The 

river fornishe;; an outlet to the eastern markets, but mo:t of the 
farmer ·' prollnce is sold to the Indian agencies and military posts 
up river, at high prices. 1\1. K. A. 

\Ve insert the following from a Dakota paper of July, 

186 , on Immigration:-

About 30,000 arres of land were taken by pre-emption and 
homesteads at the Y crmillion Lan<l Office last month, and prob 
ably a much or more will be taken <luring the month of Jnly. 
Our Territory is rapidly fillin~ up with the nry bc~t cla of 
population, con isti11~ of thrifty an~l indnstrio_us farmer· and 
mrchanies. Crop. , all o,·cr the Terntory, prom1!-c an abundant 
yield an l Dakota may now be considered on the high road to 
futur~ wraith an<l pro. perity. The land which is entered is 
ri. ing rapidly in vnlue, but st!ll there_ is enough !·emaining for 
all who desire to make homes m onr nml · t. Our nch and valua
ble lands arc not in the hanch of ea~tern speculators, but are 
rcsc1Te<l for actual settlers. \\' c trust that emigrants will gi rn 
no credence to the fol. ehoo<ls th.it are in circulation in omc parts 
of Iowa, conceming Dakota and it!-. agri_enltur~l resource:, .. Let 
them come an<l satisfy themseh·es of their falsity. There .1s no 
State or Territory in the United States that ean boast of finer 
soil, healthier dimatc, or more inducements for emigration th~n 
Dakota, and this is beginning to be known in the populou · dis

tricts of the East. 



NEBRASKA. 

NEBRASKA., the youngest of the "Union family," was ad

mitted as a State in February, 186'7. 

The grnwth and prosperity of Nebraska, as a Territory, 

were reasonably substantial and rapid, although the eastern 

counties, and more especially those lying along the :Missouri 

River, were the only portions where settlements to any extent 

had been made. But within the la t two years the great 

Pacific Railroad has been built entirely across Nebraska, from 

the eastern to the western boundary, along the fertile valley 

of the Platte River, and opening up to the settler some of the 

most productive bottom lands west of the Mississippi. 

The great Plains system is more extensively and more beau

tifu1ly illustrated in Nebraska than in any other State or Ter

ritory of the Union. From the margin of the magnificent 

timber belt along the banks of the Missouri, to the extreme 

western limits of the State, the conntry gradually rises in suc

cessive waves of vast grassy plains, which roll in primeval 

splendor to the very base of the Rocky Mountains. The 

natural vegetation of this reofon is strong aud thrifty, except

ing the timber growth, which is confined to the margins of 

the Rtreams. These in the summer are fringed with a dense 

foliage of green, but furnish only a limited supply of material 

for lumber and fuel. Vast stretches of upland intervene, 

upon which sofnetimes, for fifty miles in extent, not a tree is 

to be seen. 

Back from the broad bottom lands of the Upper Platte are 

occasional sandy bluffs, pierced by deep ravines and water

courses, upon which the stunted red cedar has in some places 

flouri bed extensively; but the supply 1s not adequate to the 

requirements of even a thinly populated district. 
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The scarcity of timber parks and o-rove throughout cen
tral an<l western Nebra ka is the only detect which mar;, the 

otherwise enchanting beauties of her landscape;,. But t11is 

deficiency can in time be supplied by a ju<licious system of 

forest planting, which, to a limited extent, has already received 

attention in ome parts of the State. For the present, the 

lumber indispensable for building and fencing must necessarily 

come from beyond the limits of the State; but the facilities 

furnished by the Missouri River and the Pacific Railroad, and 

its con. tructing and projected branches, will soon relieve set

tlers from any cmbarra meut in this respect. 
The reader will have already inferred that the soil ot' Ne

braska is remarkably rich and arable. Such fertility and 

luxuriance as we have described could only prevail where 

great strength and depth of soil existed. With the exception 

of a few patches of drin- and in the western part of the State, 

upon the borders of what has been erroneously styled the 

'' Great American Desert," the same thrifty features extend to 
the base of the Black Hills. 

The streams of rebra ka are generally shallow, and subject 

to sudden and extensive overflow. The Platte River, although 

in many places more than a mile wi<le, can be forded ea ily 

at ordinary sta(l'es of water, and when not swollen by freshets, 

the passage of small row-boat is frequently rendered difficult 

from numerous and constantly shifting sand-bars. The waters 

of the Platte, like those of the Missouri, are very turbid, hold
ing in suspension a very large percentage of the alluvial wash
ings from the mountains and foot-hills far up to,Yard the 

river's source. These are annually deposited in vast quanti
ties upon the extensive meadow bottoms on either bank, add
ing to the already deep soil, a11d quickening with new life the 
wonderful vegetation of the valley. 

The features of Nebraska, thu 0 briefly mentioned, are fa

miliar to hundreds of thousand of' emigrants who have traveled 
the great overland route to California and the interveniug 

mineral regions of the We t; and but for the irresi tible fas

cinations of gold-hunting, large numbers, charmed with the 
13 
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natural beauties and productiveness of the Platte Valley, woulcl 
have stopped by the way and settled permanently. Ilow 
many whose lives have been embittered by the perils, the 
privations, and disappointments which are incident to mining 
life, could have found prosperity and contentment along the 
banks of the Platte, we will not attempt to estimate, but 
doubtless their name is legion. 

The qualities of' the grasses which flourish on the plains of 
ebraska are almost unexampled for nutritiousness and deli

cate tenderness. For age" countless millions of buffaloes have 
fed and fattened upon them, and, even now, annually return 
in vast numbers to enjoy the sweet forage for whieh they seek 
elsewhere in vain. The immen e freight and emigrant trains 
annually traversing the plains find abundant food for cattle 
and other animals, which often arrive, at the end of long and 
toilsome journeys, improved in weight and condition. 

The Commissioner of the General Land Office, says:-

ebraska extends from the l\IiRRouri we. tward to the Rocky 
Mountains, with an extreme length of 412 miles, clecrea ing to 
310 miles on the southern borlcr, its extreme width being 208 
miles, diminishing to 138 miles on the west. 

Its area is 75,995 Rquarc miles, or 48,636,800 acres. 
The country through its entire length dip toward the l\Iissonr~ 

River, being upon the wes!ern slope of the great c~ntr:,11 ba m of 
the North American contment. The large1: port10~ 1s ~levated 
aml undulating prn.irie; there are no monntams or high lulls; tlw 
bottom lands of the river valleys are generally level. Above these, 
from forty to one hund1·ed feet, are Reconcl bottoms or table lands, 
sloping backward to the bluffs, which. range _with the general level 
of the country. The, e bluffr sometrmes l'I e hu_ndreds. ?f' feet 
above the river level· back of these 1s the undulatmg prame, well 
watered with spring' and rnnning streams, being covered with 
excellent grasses. This prairie resembles the waves of ocean 
suctdenly arrested in their swell and changed into soil and rock. 

In remarkable contra t wiLh the general appearance of the 
State is the tract known as l\fauvai es Terres, in the western 
part of the State, ninety miles long and thirty wide, pr?duced by 
some powerful agencie of denudation and degradation of the 
land. Viewed from a distance it seems like some deserted abode 
of civilization; the prismat\c and columnar. mas ~s. appear . as 
residences of modern architecture or puhhc bmldmgs, with 

... 
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towers columns, and walls. A near approach dispels the illusion, 
the imposing forms of architectural beauty resolve themselves in
to ma ses of rocks with labyrinthine defiles. These fir, t appear
ances however, are not correct exponents of geological character, 
as th~y are found upon examination to contain some excellent lands. 

The population of Nebraska in 1860 was 28,841; the inYiting 
features of the country have stimulated immigration to such an 
extent that in 1867 the State was admitted into the Union, hav
in"' attained the requisite number of inhabitants. Its location is 
su~h as to command especial attention of immigrants. 

SorL.-The soil of the eastern portion is exceedingly fertile; 
the prairies are covered with a heavy sod, the matted growth of 
ages of vegetation, several teams of oxen being required to break 
it· the subsequent tillage is comparatively easy, the ground be
ing rendered light and mellow. Along the rivers are groves of 
oak walnut, cottonwood, hickory, and willow; Yery den e fore ts 
of ~ottonwood grow along the lfissouri River above the mouth 
of the Platte. 

CLDLI.TE.-Tbe climate is milder than the Eastern States within 
the same parallels of latitude; the summer is of high temperature, 
but the sultriness is alleviated by cool, refreshing winds blowing 
over the prairies. The quantity of rain is les than falls on the 
Atlantic side. This drynes does not become appreciable east of 
the 98th meridian. ·west of that meridian the soil, so far as 
known, is arid and not so well suited to agriculture; that part of 
the State to the ea tward, however, is not deficient in moisture. 
The peculiar character of soil and climate indicates that stock
raising will become a very important and remunerative branch 
of it agricultural enterprise. The dryness of the climate and the 
copious Yegetation, especially of nutritious grasses, will attract 
capital, with a view to the establishment of wool-rai ing interests. 

The trade of Nebraska is in its infancy. Its facilities, natural 
and artificial, mnst soon develop an immense volume of domestic 
commerce, iu addition to the aggregate of the carrying trade that 
will pass through the t:1te upon the completion of the Union 
Pacific Railroad. Five hundred miles of that route are com
pleted, and a wonderful pro~ress is announced in the prosecution 
of the remaining portions. Within a score of miles farther lies 
the foot of the Rocky Mountains. The massive grades and 
excavations of that portion of the route will, of course, not admit 
of the rapid daily progress that has been shown in the extraordi
nary operations of the past year. 

TOWNS.- ebraska City, on the l\iissouri, is a well built 
town in the center of an extensive domestic commerce, requiring 
transportation amounting to 13,337,734 pounds in 1864, and 
employing 1,792 men, 1,410 mules, 13,808 oxen, and 1,587 wag
ons, the total expense of which was $2,134,037. The population 
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of the town is estimated at 8,000. Omaha City, the capital, is 
located upon high, un<lnlatiug ground between the same river 
an<l the posterior bluffs, commanding a very fine view. Lime
stone for building is found in great q uantitics in the neighbor
hood of the city. This city is the eastern terminus of the north
ern branch of the Pacific Railroad, which gives it an immense 
importance as a commercial point, and is enlarging its wealth 
ancl population at a very remarkable rate. Its population in 
1865 was 4,500, and is now estimated at 12,000. 

In the State the public lands remaining undisposcd of are 
equal to about forty-two and a third millions of acres. 

United States Geologist, F. V. ll.A.YDEN, made ]ast year a 

very careful examination of the eastern portions of N ebraska1 

and from his interesting report thereon we extract:-

The best building stone yet ob erved in the State occurs in 
the southern portion of Lanca ter County. The quarries have 
been opened, and several fine houses built of the stone. The 
roc~s are usually called magnesian lime tones; are very durable, 
ea"ily wrought, and make most beautiful building material. 
There is al!sO plenty of potter ' cby, and, and all the materials 
for the manufactme of brick without limit. 

T1rn CuLTIVATIO~ OF F1wr.r A~D FOREST TREES.-! think a 
sufficient nnmbcr of experimcntR have already been made in thi 
we~tern country to how clearly that the fore~ts may be restored 
to tJ~ese almost treelecs prairies in a comparatively short period 
of time. There are certain trees which are indi«enons to the 
com:try! and grow with great rapi<lity under th~ influence of 
cult1 ,·at ton. 

* * * * * * 
I <lo not believe that the prairies proper will ever become 

coveret1 with timber except by artificial means. Since tho sur
face of the country received its preRent gcolo.,ica1 confio-nration 
no trees have grown there, but, durino- the tei:'tiary J)eritd when 
l l. . b o ' 

t 1e 1g111te or " rown coal" beds were deposited, all these tree-
l~<is plain were covered with a luxuriant growth of forest trees 
like tho e of the Gulf 'tatcs or South America. \Ve are daily 
obtaining more and more evidence that the e forest may be 
restored again to a certain extent, at least, and thus a belt or 
zone of country about five hundred miles in width e:Lt of the 
base of the mountains be redeemed. It is belieYed al o that 
the planti_ng of ten or fifteen acres of forest trees on e;ch q~arter 
~ectwn ,~,111 ha".e a most important effect on the climate, cqualiz
lI_l~ and mcrea~mg the moisture and adding greatly to the fer
t1hty of ~be soil. The settlement of the country and the in ·reasc 
of the timber has already changed for the better the climate 
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of that portion of Nebraska 1 ying along the Mis ouri, so that 
within the last twelve or fourteen years the rain has o-radually 
increased in quantity, and is more equally distributed° throuo-h 
the year. I am confident this change will continue to exte~d 
across the dry belt to the foot of the Rocky Mountains as the 
settle1:n~nts extend and the forest trees are planted in proper 
quantities. 

* * * * * * 
Much might also be said in regard to the influence of woods in 

protecting the soil and promoting the increa. e in number and the 
flow of springs, hut all I wish is to show the possibility of the 
power of man to re tore to these now treeless and almost rainless 
prairie the I rimitive forests and the humidity which accom
panies them. 

The counties of Otoe, Nemaha, and Richardson, contain more 
timber bncl than any other portion of the State, ancl the ao-o-ress
ive character of the patches of woodland can be seen °~·ery
where. IIundrodR of acres have been covered over with a fine 
healthy growth o~ h_ickory, walnut, oak, soft maple, coffee, bean, 
basswood, &c., w1th111 the past ten or tweh·e years, since the 
fires have been kept away, and protection afforded the young 
trees by the settlements. 

In the more southern counties the succe s in plantino- trees and 
in raising fruits, especially the smaller kinds, is even m~re marked 
than north of the Platte. All kinds of ganlen veo·etables o-row 
better in N ebra ka than in any region with which I ~m acquaif1ted. 

* * * * * * 
I baye said enough to show already that most of the hardy 

northern trees may be cultfrated on these western plains with 
ent~re success. The cultiYated fore ts will prove much more 
desirable than those of natural growth, and their arrangement 
may be made as beautiful as the taste of the proprietor may dic
tate. The greater portion of the more intellio-ent and thrifty 
farmers are planting forests to greater or less extent. 

R1cnARDSON CouNTY.-Richardson County is in some respects 
the fim,f;t county in the State. It lies in the southeastern corner 
of the State and borders on the Missomi River, and forms the 
type of fertility of soil ancl climate. Being located near the 40th 
parallel, the climate seems to fayor the cultivation of all the 
hardy fruits and cereals. 

The stuface is more rugged than many of the interior counties, 
par~ly on account of the extreme thickness of the superficial dc
pos_1t of soft yellow marl ancl the numerous layers of limestone 
wlueh crop out along the river banks. The county is fully 
watered with ever-flowing streams and innumerable springs of 
the purest "·ater. 

There is more woodland in this county than m any other I 
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have examined, and on this account the farmers have necrlected 
the pJanting of tr~cs too much. I did not find the farms quite as 
well_ 1mpr~ved a· m Nemaha County, but the county is now be
commg tluckly ettlcd by actual settlers, who are devotincr them
selves to the improvement of their farms and the raisinrr tr larcre ::, ::, 

crops. 
It is not an uncommon thinl>' for a farmer to have growin"' 40 

f. d o o 
or 50 acres o corn, an about the same number of acres of wheat 
and oats, and not unfrequently a high as 100 or 200 of each. 

There is a ready market for all kinds of produce at, the hicrhest 
price. Althous-h nearly all the settlers came into the ciunty 
poor-many _without any money ~t a~l-nearly all arc becoming 
modcrat~ly nch, and ~very man, with i,nd~1 try and prndence, may 
become md pendent m ,a few y~ar . fh1s C?tmtry may certainly 
be called the poor mans parach ·e. There 1 scarcely a foot of 
land in the whole county that, i not susceptible of cultivation. I 
have never known a r gion where there i o little wa ·te land. 

* * * * * * 
~he grc~t pest of this country appears to he the "'r:t. shopper. 

This year it cems to be restricted in its distribution~ I did not 
oI?serve any north of the Platte, and very fow north of Nebraska 
City. But at the latter place and for four 01· five mile around 
it, the g-ras hopper is very ab~nclant and destructive. 

Mr. Gilmore, one of the wcalthie. t farmers in the Rtate, has 
l?st seyenty acres of wheat and ·ixty-fi vc acres of clover ancl 
timothy grasR. .Many other crops have been injured-others 
have suffered in this vicinity. 

* * * * * * 
The great fertility of the soil in the river countic of Nebraska 

is ma!nly due to the bed of siliciou. m:ul which co,·cr those 
counties. to. a greater ?r less _depth. Thi ir, usually called loe . , 
from a similar fornrnt10n winch occurs along the Rhine in Ger
m~n:y. fn on_tcrop of coal at Nebraska City has been wr~ng-ht by 
dnftnJO' m a distance of three hundred yard , and . everal thou-
and bushels of pretty good coal harn been taken therefrom. 

The scam was about eight inches in thiekne s. On account of 
the scarcity of fuel in this region thi thin scam has been 
s~mewhat _profita?le. At Otoe City, eight mile below ebrai;ka 
Ctty, the htholog1cal character of the beds eems to chancre, so 
that we have _red shales a~d clay~ passing up into soft y~llow 
sandstonm-,,with ~omparat1vely little rock useful for buil<ling 
purposes. fhere 1s here also a bed of late and coal about ci"'ht 
rnches in thickne s. " 

* * * * * * 
It is evident that the greater portion of the western half of the 

State of N ebra ka mu, t remain un ettled, or be inhabited sparsely 
by a people devoted to pastoral pursuits. It is a well known fact 
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that the ame hills of other portions of the west, that appear 
the most sterile aml mo t deficient in wood and water, are the 
favorite resorts of the wild game, and that they become excced
in15ly fat.. The. short grassc :vhich grow upon these sup po eel 
and, stenlc plams, seem to smt the palates of the wild animals 
:incl they fim~ sufficient w:iter at all seasons of the year. I would 
mfer from tin f:ict, that 1(, may y~t. become a fine st~ck-growing 
country, and, aided by the fac1ht1es to market which will be 
furnished by the Union P,H'ific Railroad, I can not but believe 
that some of the fine ·t wool in America will one day reach the 
market from we tern Nebraska. 

I should judge that peat beds will be found in crreat numbers 
along the ~Ii ·souri, north of the Platte, all(l in th~ valley of the 
Elkhorn and along the Platte. No effort has yet been made to 
search for them, and yet the indications are excellent. 

On the south side of the riobrara the ~aml Hills commence at 
Rapid Tii,·er and extend westward about 100 miles. Along Loup 
Fork they commence near the fork:; 01· the junction of Calamus 
Branch with Loup Fork. 

The whole surface is clotted over with conical hills of movincr 
sand. The e hills often look like craters or small ba in th~ 
wind whirling and, as it were, scooping- out the sand, lcavin~ in
numerable depressions with a wcll-detined circular rim. Th~:e is 
a great deal of vegetation scattcretl through this portion, grass 
and plant peculiar to andy district~. 

~fan,1 of the hills arc so covered with a species of yucca, that 
~heir s1<lcs ~re well protectet~ from the wind by their roots. It 
1s the favonte range for lmffo,lo ancl antelope, and these animals 
b~comc very fat, and fr m thi~ fact we may infer that this dis
tnct may be adapted for grazmg ourpose . It can never be useu 
for purt>ly agricultural purposes. 
. Travclin_g i also very difficult among these hills; the wheels 

smk deep mto the loose sand, rendering it impossible to tran -
port _loaded teams through them. The water, though not abund
ant, H! usually quite good, mostly in small lake . 
. Th~re are also many alkaline lakes, which may be r •adily dis

trngun,l~ed from the fre~h water by the ab 'ence or presence of 
vegetation around their borders. ,v c may therefore conclude 
that_an area of 20,000 quare miles, forming the northwestern 
portion of the tate, is totally unfit for cultivation and is even 
doubtfully uitable for grazing. There is Hcarcely :{ny timber ou 
the wh~le area. Along the Platte, and south of that river, the 
surface 1s Jes andy and the oil more fixed, so that there is at 
least _a mode~ate ~cgree of fertility, but the ab cnce of timber 
and tnuely rams will render the whole quite undesirable foi· the 
farmer. 

As I have before remarked, the cultirntion of crops and the 
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planting of forest-trees by the settlers farther to the eastwal'<l 
may so modify the climate as to produce a more equable distri
bution of moisture throughout the year. But at present I do not 
ee how it can be settled except by a pastoral people. 

Statement of the Department of Agriculture, respecting 

the price and quality of lands, crops, grasses fruits. &c.,

April, 1 68 :-

1. Our returns from Nebraska are chiefly from counties bor
dering upon or adjacent to the n!isgouri River, or upon the Kansas 
border, with a few of the i11terio1· counties, and basin<T an estimate 
upon the figure from these localities, the settled p~rtions of the 
State show an incrca c in the value of fa11n lands of from 150 to 
17 5 per cent. since 1860. Dodge Conn ty reports an advance of 
400 per cent.; Burt an<l Gage, 200 per cent.; Dixon, Dakota, Otoe 
100 per cent.; Cass, Richardson, Pawnee, 50 per cent.; l\Jerrick' 
33 per cent. In a number of counties the settlement have bee~ 
made since 1860, when the farms were bought at ·1,25 per acre, 
or entered under the home tcad law. Such is the case with J ef
ferson, where the~·e are 1_1ow '.arm~ held a. high as , 15 per acre. 
In Hall County, m the rntenor, farms of 160 acres whic:h could 
have heen purchased in 1860 for from 300 to $400, now command 
from $1,500 to ·.Jc,000 aceoriling to improvements and distance 
from railroad stations. 

2. The value of wild or unimproyed land:; ran<Tes from the 
Government minimum price of ·1.25 up to ,·IO per aet~. In Dixon 
choice locations on prairie, ,:3 per acre, very fertile, well watered' 
capabilities gootl; Dakota, 3 to ·7 per acre; Burt, ,,. 5 to ·6 pc;. 
acre, excellent farming land; Docl<re, 4 per acre· Ca'ls $;J to 10 

per acre, for lands lying five to fifteen miles f/om the liissonri 
Rive~·, gently rolling, well ~vatered, and unsurpassed in fertility; 
but little Government land m the county; Otoe, '5 per acre on the 
av~rage, _mostly prairie, ex_cept ~long the streams, gently nndu
latmg, with no abrupt hlufts or lulls, except when it takPs its first 
rise from t~e ~is ouri_ River, and with this exception is all capa
ble of cult1vat1011; Richardson, l per acre, deep, ricl1, sandy 
loam; Pawnee, $:2 to · 10 per acre soil black muck or loam with 
clay subsoil, very rich, procluc:in!! whe11.t, corn antl oat · Ga(Te 
.,,, h. fl . · · '- ~ ' ' "' ' 

:,, per acre, c ie y prame, t1muer lands generally being taken up 
by settler.s; Jones, ·z to $5, mo tly prairie, good timber as high 
as ,.•5 per acre; Merrick, ·a per acre, leYel prairie quality O'OOd 
will prnduce all kinds of grain and mots; Buffalo, '· 1.50 per ~ere i 
I_fall, ,'2.50 per acre, nearly all level prairie, rather sanely, but 
nch, and produces well all the crops suited to the latitude. 
There are millions of acres of the best prairie land. in the tall' 
to be purcha eel at Government prices, or subject to entry under 
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the proviRions of the homestead acts, but a small proportion of 
the ~tatc haYing been taken up by settlers or speculators. In 
1860 there were over forty-eight million acres of wild or waste 
areas in N ebrm1ka, against less than seven hundred thousand acres 
included in farm~. 

3. l\h~ERALs.-The great re omces of Nebraska are to be found 
in her deep rich soil and agricultural capabilities; timber being 
comparatively scarce, anu minerals not generally abundant, so 
far as yet developecl The timb r is mostly confined to the banks 
of the streams, and commands high price·, and farmers arc wisely 
engaging in the culture of forest-trees for the want of the future. 
Our correspondent reportR a Yast deposit of iron ore in Gage 
County, of good quality, the vein commencing near the surface 
of the ground and running very deep. Iron ore is also reported 
in Dixon and other counties. Coal is found in various sections, 
but has been but slightly developed. It is found in Richardson 
at a depth of 20 feet, while in Pawnee it cr0ps out of the bluffs 
along the ravines. Deposits exist also in Jones, Dixon, Cass, and 
other countie!> along the Missouri, worthy of attention. H.ock 
anu sandstone, for building purpo es, abound in various localities, 
supplying, to some extent, the want of timber. Limestone i aLo 
found in several counties. 

4. CRoPs.-\Vheat, corn, oats and potatoes are the principal 
crops grown in cbraska, though yarious others are successfully 
cultivated to more limited extent. Our Hall reporter write that 
wheat, oats, barley, corn, potatoes and peas, are produced in that 
county, with an average yield as follows: wheat 25 bu hels to 
the acre, worth $2 per bushel; oats, 50 bushels, at 80 cents; bar
ley, 40 bushels, at 81.25; corn, 40 bushels, at ·1 ; potatoes, 100 

bushels, at ·2 ; pea , 30 bushels, at $:3 per bushel. As an extra
orrliuary crop, he names 45 bushels of wheat, 70 bushel of oats, 
45 bushels of barley, 80 bushels of corn, anll 250 bushels of pota
toes, In Pawnee, Rtcbardson, Otoe, and several other counties, 
Indian corn is made a specialty; in the first named, yielding 50 

busheli; to the acre; and lll Richardson, from 50 to 7,5 bushels, 
never failing, and largely fed to hogs. --wheat is the chief crop 
i11 Dakota and Dixon, in the latter, yielding about 25 busheh~ 
per acre, wortl1 82 per bushel; profit, 100 per cent. In Dodge 
County, last season, the crops averaged as follows: corn, 35 

bushels, worth 00 cents ; oats, .so to 60 bushels, 35 cents ; wheat, 
18 bushel,-, ·1.25 to $1.40. In Jefferson, they raise as hi<Th as 35 

bushels of wheat to the acre; corn, from 25 to GO-the
0 

former 
worth $1.25, the latter GO cents per bushel. Our Cas reporter 
writes:-

Corn, wheat and oats, are the staple crops of this county. .A. 
man and team, with the improved farm machinery, c:au easily 
cul ti \·ate seventy acres of corn, wheat and oats, and do it well, 

!)~ 
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with the addition of a little help in harvest time. orghum has 
been succc. sfo lly grown in ome sections. 

Winter wheat, is sown in September antl the sprino- seeding 
is done from the middle of .March to tl1e middle of April; the 
harvest commences the. e~rly part of July ancl continues up to 
the fin,t of Aug~ t. ~nllmg ha b en ~carcely introduced as yet, 
but the system 1s meetrng favor, ancl will soon be more generally 
adopted. The rnocle o~ culture i ' very simple, and promi es to 
exhau t the land a rapidly a settlers of other new States have 
been able to accomplish the work, even though the rich soil of 
N ebr:1sk~ may now appear al~o. t, inexhau tible. The general 
practice 1s_ to plow the ground m the fall, and harrow in the seed 
ill the 1:1pnng, though better culture is given in many instances. 
Our Hall reporter writes:-

All l~nds intended for wheat, ~r~ plowed in the autumn, as early 
as po1:;~1ble, and well. manured, if 11, can be done. Iu the !spring, 
as early a the fro t IS out of the ground we ow harrow twice 
or three time~, according to the condition' of t,he l~nd and if not 
too wet, roll it once. If the spring is favorable, ,~e sow one 
and one-quarter bushels to the acre; if a very clry season, one 
and one-half bu hels. 

5. ~om~on wild p~·airic gra s, ?Inc-joint, buffalo grai-s, red-top 
ancl wild t1motl~y, with some wlutc clo,·er, supply the pastures 
of N cbraska. l\.cntucky blue gras and clover do well whcreYer 
c~1ltiYated, but the P!'airies are chiefly relied upon for the sub-
1 tencc of tock durmg the pastm:ing season, which is reported 

to ra1wc from five to nmc mon~hs m length. Otoe reports fi,·c 
month ' as ~he season upon wluch stock can feed exclusively in 
pastures ; Dixon, Docl00-e, Hall, and Burt six months· Cas Gao-c 

l J 
,., , , , •o , 

anc eue1 on, seven months·, Richardson Pawnee and Jone 
. h . ' ' , 

e1g t to nmc mon~h~; :111<1 Merrick runs up to ten months, our 
correspo1~dent cla1111111g that stock will live the whole year on 
pastur_ s 111 c:isc not !lrnch ~now falls in winter. The expense of 
pastunn~ stock du~·mg tins _sea on is generally the co't of salt, 
and herdmg-thc lnghe,· t estunatc being ·2.50 per head for the 
season, and the lowest" nothing." 

G. There is an abull(lance of wild small fruits uch as J)lums 
,. . b . ' ' 

grape:-, raspucrne , straw CITIC , goo cherries, &c., but little has 
yet been d~nc to te t the capabilities for large fruit . Our Dixon 
reporter wntes :-

This county is not suited_ to th~ growth of apples, peaches, or 
pear~, as they get badly wmte_r-killcd, and do not grow natural 
or wild; but plum , 00-oosebcrnes, currant cherries mulberries 

b . 1 ' ' ' 
rasr Cl'l'l;S, wa nut ' grape ' &c., grow wild and profusely. A 
family will frequently make one hundred gallons of pure wine in 
a sea on. ~ have made twenty s-allons for my own u e, gathering 
the grapes m two days. The Wille sells at from fifty cents to $2 
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per gallon. There i~ no grafted f~·uit cultivated here; those who 

have tried the experiment have failed. . . 
Hardy apple may generally be cultivated Wiih proper se~cc

tions of yarietics and care of trees. In Otoe County, acconlmg 
to our correspondent, fruits that ;;ucceetl i1~ the north do well. 
The hardier apples o-row _and _bear well, w~1le pears are a com
plete ucce s. Peaches ,v1ll yield an occas10nal crop, when the 
Lrec arc grown in the sod, so a to ch?ck the growth of the tree 
and render it hardy. The small fru~t all _do well, except, the 
Lawton blackberry and the raspberncs wluch propagate from 
suckers, as they badly winter-kill unl~ s thor?ughly protected. 

Our Dodge reporter ays _the harcl1~~t fruits mu~t be sc;ected 
to prove successful, and ach1ses the ra1smg of scedlmgs, which he 

finds pedcctly hardy. . . . . . . 
ILi.LL CouNTY.-Capab1hties for rm mg frm~ not very ,,.ood. 

Apples ancl pears will not do well; ! have tned 1t fo~· the la,;t, ten 
years without succe s, although I c)a1m to undcn;tand_ 1t. Of twel~e 
Yarieties of cherries, only one krnd (t~e Early Richmond) did 
well. Plums do well; al 'O grapes, that 1s, the Concord and Dela

ware, but no tender varieties. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

FonT KEAR:S-EY, EBRA KA, August 15, 186 

FREDERICK B. GODDARD, E 'q. :-
DEAR Sm: I take much pleasure in replying to all of your 

inquiries. 
ebraska is as fine a garden spot as can be found on cart!!. 

But a very small portion of it is poor soil, and th~rc tbc_grass IS 

of such a nature that horses cattle, and sheep th1we on 1t finely. 
There is snch nutriment i1; it that stock will live well on it all 
winter, providing .nows do 11ot bmy it too long. But I will 
reply to your inquiric in regular order as you have put them to 

me. 
1st. The land in the section of country around Fort Kearney 

i. a rich sandy loam, capable of producing wheat, o;:its, barley, 
corn, potatoe , and all kinds of yegetables (that grow 111 the Ramo 
latitude elsewhere), in fine perfection. . Wheat, oats, and barley 
arc always a sure ~cneral crop. Sometimes drought, bug;;, ancl 
grasshoppers have mjnrcd the potato, corn, and vegetable c1?ps; 
but early yegetables arc always sure, and early crop. of any km?. 
We arc not troubled with such drawbacks any more than m 
States cast of us. \Vhen the grasshopper do not ~ome, our co_rn 
crops arc excellent, the finest, of vegetables arc raised, aml fnut 
flouri h well. I have lived here twelve years and a half, and can 
fully judge of the average seasons and crop. The Platte Yalley, 



204 WHERE TO EMIGR.A.TE, .A.ND WIIY. 

for a hnndred miles and more cast and west of Fort Kearney• 
tl~e. v~l~:Y of the Big and Lit~ie Bh~e rivers, an~ the Rcpublica~ 
Rt, er T, alley,_ not more th~n fift): nulcs south of Fort Kearney; 
the \\ ~?J :{1ver valley, e1ghJ llllle;<,; north of Fort Kearney; the 
Loup h1ver vall~y north o~ I◄ ort h.carney, and other smaller val
leys, _together with all the mt_ervcnin~ l::Lnd , are all open to pre
empt1~n and ho1~estead_ locations. 'lhe cost of settlement is but 
small m compan o_n with ome States, and advantages ju t as 
g,ood. Good locat10ns can be taken now within three miles of 
1◄· ort Kearney, and wit~iu one mile of Kearney City. Tho e who 
come· and settle soon will ~ave the first an_d best opportunities, as 
th_ey can _select _the best soil and the be. t sttuations in accordance 
with their destres and ta tes. Railroad interests will very soon 
ad van?c the_ value of lal"!d · in the vicinity of Fort Kearney. The 
foll~wmg r:ulroad arc m course of con truction and in contem
t~t10n to Joi_1~ the ~nion Pacific Railroad at Fort Kearney: The 
follr~~d ! am_fic Railroad, fr~m ebras½a City to Fort Kearney; 

the Bio" 11sYille ~ml Fort I\.earncy Rmlroad; the Atchi on and 
Fort Kearney R::uh:oad, or Central Branch of the Union Pacific 
roa~, a1~d- prospect\Ye ro~d from F?rt Ril~y to Fort Kearney. 
Tl_1e ~tcluson and E ort K arney Ratlroad 1s already fini -heel to 
~v1th111 one hu1;1drecl and ~fty mil_cs of I<~ort Kearney. The grad
mg of the :\l1clland ~amfic Rmlroad 1s already goino- on with 
west of N ebra. ka City. These fact I mention as ~1courao-e
men~ to those who C?ntemplate locating in the vicinity of Fort 
Kearney, and as bearing on the pre ·ent and prospective price of 
la11ds. 
. 2d. Laborers receive ~ere from $30 to $40 per month. Supply 
1s s~arce~ ~ntl Jemand is not great at present. On the Union 
Pac~fic hatlroad laborers generally fiu l work to do; those are 
retamed who_ are most valuable. Tradesmen of all kinds get 
go_od _,~a~es 111 Nebraska, but there is no den)and for them in 
tl11s _v1c1111~y at present. As settlers come in and locate so their 
services will be needed. ' 

~d. Om: climat~ is unsurpas ed. ~ome seasons it is rather dry, 
bemg a cli aw back_ to late crops, but 1s favorable otherwi c. It i 
a v_ery healthy climate. To chills and fever, no summer com~ 
tamts trouble u . Those who have been sickly in the Eastern 

tatcs co~~ out here au?- ~oon recruit in health and strength. 
Th~ water 1s pn~e, the an· 1s pure, and people who do not abuse 
their stomach~ will never complain of sickness. 

4th. N ~ mmerals have yet been developed in this section 
although s1~ns of coal are found on the Republican River about 
fifty miles from Fort Kearney. Timber can be o-ot by ~cttle. 
for fir~wood. There is plenty of timber on the R~publican a:~ 
Blue nvers, outh of Platte, ancl on Loup and W oocl river north 
of the P latte. East of Fort Kearney there is plenty of timber on 
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the islands of the Platte, which islands are mostly accessible by 
wao·ons, as the Platte River is generally very shallow, omctimcs 
bei~cr almost dry for months in the year. All wise people, how
ever: plant timber as they do corn, and then they have no further 
trouble. l\lost all kinds of trees suitable to latitude will grow 
here from cutt.ings and seeds. 

5th. The crops are mo tly wheat, oat , barley, corn, and pota
toes. At first hand the farmer gets for wheat about 1 per bui-hcl; 
oats, 75 cents per bushel, ··1 deliYerccl at the railroad; potatoes, 
$2.50 per bushel; corn, l:;1.25 per bushel; onion , ·3 per bu hcl. 
Butter, 50 cents per pound; eggs, 50 cents per dozen. 

Gth. At present there is a market for all kinds of produce at 
almo t any railroad station. The railroad runs on the north side 
of the Platte Hi ver, and at Fort Kearney i' three miles from the 
river and six miles from the fort. The facilities for tranE-porta
tion are good. Teams have to be used to transport to and from 
the railroad. Other facilitic are: Daily mail, telegraph, and 
express office . 

7th. As in all new countries, school and religion ac1 vantages 
have to grow up with settlements. "\Ve hope to haYe the be t of 
such ad vantages before very long. The friends of education in 
the State are moving energetically in the matter of public i-chool , 
and from all appearances, N ehraska will be ahead of all other 
States in her school advantage . Churches grow up with the 
people according as they arc religiously inclined. I trnst that 
the temples of the Lord Jehovah may be many, ancl ornament 
the beautiful plains of N ebra ka as he goes forward in her pro
grcssi ve career. 

8th. The population is of a mixed character. Some arc Ameri
can born, some are English, some Irish, some from Germany, 
Denmark, and Sweden. To the land of N cbraska all people, of 
whateYer clime or nationality, are invited, and all try to get along 
a harmoniou ly as possible. \Vith good Republican institutions 
and form of government, wherein all people have equal right , 
the tatc of rcbraska can truly welcome all people, of whatever 
land, and bid them here make their home in peace, and find re t, 
happiness, and joy. 

The whole of your questions being now answered, I will bring 
my letter to a close, hoping your work may prove procluctive of 
much good, as well as a source of profit to those who haYe been 
en~crprising enoll:gh to take the matter in hand. 
With my best wishes, 

I remain, dear ir, 
Yours very truly, 

MOSES H. SYD ENITAM. 
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PERU, NEBRASKA, Jllly 24, 1868. 
:Mr. FREDERICK B. GODDARD, N cw York:-

Sm: Your favor of the 17th inst. has been received. Our 
lands are mostly rolling prairie, all of which is of the very best 
quality for farming. Unlike almo t all other prairie countries, 
we have no wet or marshy lands. Good improved farms sell for 
from 15 to '25 per acre; raw lands, from 3 to IO. 

Farm hands get from ·1 to $1.50 per day; mechanics, $2.50 to 
'4; either of which can usually find ready employment. 

Our climate is as good, to say the least, as any in the West; 
winters very dry, springs seldom muddy, and summers cool ancl 
pleasant, and can not be surpassed in the ,vest for health. Our 
crops are principally corn, wheat, and oats, with an abundance 
of potatoes and other vegetables generally. Wheat, new, $1 per 
bushel; corn, old, 50 cent ; oats, 40 cents. Horses are from 
$100 to $150; cows, $25 to 40. vVe have but little coal as yet, 
but timber sufficient for our purposes. 

We are immediately on the great l\fissouri River, with railroad 
on the ea t bank. ,v e have a good common school system, with 
good schools generally. 

In our village we have the tate normal school, which is prov
ing a great success. 

\Ve have a number of flourishing church organizations in the 
country, with houses of worship, such as Episcopalian, :Methodist, 
Baptist, Presbyterian, &c. 

Our country is the best watered country I ever saw, especially 
for tock; also good mill treams. vVe have in our county nine 
grist mill , four steam, ancl five water-power. 

Yours truly, 
D. C. SANDERS. 



KANSAS. 

TuE early history of Kansas is so closely identified with the 
grave and important issues which culminated in the late Re
bellion, that this chapter would be incomplete without a brief 
reference to the stirring events which signalized its birth as a 
Territory. The passage of the Kansas-N ebra ka bill, and 
the repeal of the Missouri Compromise, attracted attention to 
the country lying immediately west of the Missouri River, 
and opposite the State of the same name. Emigrant Aid So
cieties were organized in :Massachusetts and other New Eng
land States, and early in 1854 crowds of emigrants were hast
ening to the new Territory of Kansas. These were mostly 
representatives from the free States. The people along the 
Missouri State border, rega1:ding this influx of Free-State 
settlers as inimical to the institution of slavery, determined 
to occupy the Territory themselves, and so soon as the first 
effort was made to organize under the laws of Congress and 
elect officials, trouble was engendered between these two 
rival factions. Voters came over from Missouri in crowds, 
controlling the polls in many places, and setting at naught 
the attempts of the people to elect their own representatives; 
and in frequent instances sanguinary and de1:1perate conflicts 
occurred, resulting in the killing and wounding of many, and 
in the wanton destruction of dwellings and other property. 

This condition of things continued for several years, each 
party struggling desperately for supremacy, until finally the 
Free-State men triumphed, an<l a Constitution was adopted 
forever prohibiting la very from the limits of Kansas. 

This political struggle had been watched by the people of 
the North and South, with thrilling interest and divided 
sympathies, and the result, doubtless, served to aggravate and 
intensity the feeling of sectional prejudice which had already, 
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to some extent, embittered the relations between those who 

approve<l and those who condcmne<l lavcry. It was the first 

positi,·e advantage obtained by the anti- lavery element over 

the "peculiar institution," revealing the strength of the 

party organization, and fore hadowing the perils and dan

gers with which slavery was threatened. Like the low 

sough in rr win cl which precede the coming tornado, the local dis~ 

turbances of Kansa were only premonitions of the terrible 

conflict which followed. 
These facts are ~rnntioncd partly because they properly 

belong to the e_arly history of the State under consideration, 

but more particularly to illustrate the indomitable will and 

~ourage_ of the first settlers of Kansa , many of whom are now 

its leadmg and mo t influeutial citizens. 

~ansas is. one of the yonnge t and largest States of the 

U mon. It hes upon the we tern slope of the Missouri Val

ley, _ancl is bounded on the north by ebraska, ea t by fis

soun, south by Indian TeiTitory, and wrn,t by Colorado. It 

was a_dmitted ~s a _State January 1, 1861, with a population 

of 10, ,000, wlnch 1s now estimated at between 300 000 ancl 

400,000,_ and rapidly increa ing. The State ha ; varying 

length from ea't to west of from 344 to 408 miles, with a 

breadth of 2?~ miles, c~bracing an area of nearly 5'7,000,000 

acres, of which accordmg to the authoritic' ot' the General 

Land Office, 43,140,000 are yet unsold and open to settle

ment. 
Kansas posse ses the same sm·face characteristics as e-

braska, except that it is more extensively and more abund

antly supp.lied_ with running tream . Its mo t thickly set

tled counties lie along the Mi ouri River front but ·1 d 
f: T • , ra1 roa 
ac1 1t1es have already extended far into the interior making 

easily acces ible vast tracts of land, excellent for aO'/icultural 

and pastoral pur uits. 
0 

Mr. A. D. RICHARDSON, inspired by the natural beauties of 

Kansas scenery, thus writes of it:-

I wonder if the Almighty ever made a more beautiful countr 
than Kansas. Those green prairies, rolling like gentle swells of 
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the ocean, starred and gemmed with flowers, and threaded with 
dark belts of timber which mark the winding treams, arc a joy 

forever. 
* * * * * * 

Glancino- over thousand of acres covered with long grass and 
dotted witl1 o-roYc~, it appears the perfect counterpart of cultivat
ed field ana"'orchard. One ean hardly per 'uade him elf that he 
is not scourino- a Jong settlc<l. country who e inhabitants have 
uddenly disappeared, taking with them house and barns, and 

leaving only their rich pasture and hay fields. 

* * * * * * 
Wagon roacls, revealing the jet black soil, intersect tho deep 

green of O"raceful slope , where waves tall prairie O'rass with wild 
flowers of blue, purple, and yellow. * * * * The ky i of 
wonderful clearness. T arrow belts and fringes of fore. t mark 
the windin(l' stream.. In the di tanco ri,-e conical isolated 
mounds wrapt in the softest of veils, a dim and dreamy haze. 

CLI~IATE.-The climate of Kansa is healthful and temper

ate, comparing favorably with that of any other State in the 

Union. A correspondent says :-

Consumption is ne,·er kno,vn unles brought here from other 
States. The summer heat is temperecl with a breeze from the 
, outhwe t. The night are cool. ·winters hort and mild, 
with only a few sharp cold days. Ice in the treams sufficient 
for , ummer use. now seldom last more than a day or two. 
Sprin(l' opens about the firf;t of March u ually, not with rain and 
mud, but with a dry breeze from the outh, ri. ing sometimes to a 
gale. In 35 years there bas been but one general drought. 

The eason are u ually mild, and free from great extremes 

either of eold or heat, the weather changing gradually as one 

sea on follo\\"S the other. The winters arc short, and snow 

seldom falls in great quantities. 
TIMBER.-As a general thing, the State is not well timbered. 

The growth of timber has been checked, it is believed, by the 

Indian fires which have so often swept over the prairies. 

Along the streams, chiefly, may be found the black walnut, 

the different oaks, soft and sugar maple, sycamore, white ash, 

pecan, locust, mulberry, hackberry, coffee bean, cherry, elm, 

and hickory. A good hedge fence can be rai ed in four years. 

Rails usually had at from S2 to $5 per hundred. Stone suita-

14 
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blc for building and fencing are convenient to nearly every 

quarter section. 
Kansas lumber costs 25 to 40 per thousand feet at the 

mills. Shingles, about $6. Pine shingles, 8 to $11. Clay 

and sand for brick abound, and the best varieties of stone and 

marble. 
We subjoin a portion of the late Report of II. S. SLEEPER, 

Surveyor-General of Kansas:-

SuRFACE FEATUREs.-The general surface of Kansas is a gently 

undulating prairie, havino- no marked feature like those of other 

pra~rie States, except, p~01~ps, the div~r 'ity present ,d by a more 

rolling surface. The chv1 10n of land 1s of two classes. First to 

mention is the timber and rich alluvial bottom lands border

ing riYers and creeks, the c timated area of which is te~ million 

acres, being fully five ti~es the amount of all improved lands in 

the St~te at th_e_prc ent t_une. T? the second belongs the upbn<l 
or rolling prame, the soil of wluch averacres from two to three 

feet in dept~, "'.ith a sub ~il of ferti!izing q~1_nJitie;; which will, by 

careful cult1vat10n, prove mexhaust1ble. This cla s of land is con

sidered, by far, preferable for the rai ing of grains and fruit;;, 

while the bottom la_nd i sel~<'ted for corn, hemp, vegetables, arnl 

grasses. But such 1s the umform character of the creneral surface 

of Kansa , that nearly every quarter section within its limits is 

capable of cultivation. 
Ti?1ber is confined mainly to the borders of rivers ancl creeks 

an<l is not superabundant; yet its scarcity is compensated for i1~ 

a great mea. ure by the very general distribution of rock thro1wh

out the tate, which is ea y of ::wees. and furni hes the best 
0
of 

building and fencing material. ' 
STREAW,. -:N" o mountain ran"'es swam1)s slouo-hs or Jnkes . . . .:::, ' ' .:::, ' '-' . 

exist m the State, except m some instance where rivers have · 

c~an~e<l their beds, leaving small lakes. Water-courses are well 

cltstnbuted over the State. Their u ual course i south of east. 

Among the most important stream may be mentioned the Arkan

~as and .i: eosho on the outh, the Kan as River an<l its tributaries 

m the northern part, and the :Missouri River forming the eastern 

boun~lary. The_ cl~ cent of the Kansa River may be regarded as 

showmg the rap1cl1ty of the water-course of the i::itate. From its 

mout~, west one hundred mile , the fall i a little over two feet to 

the rmle ! for the second aml third hundred miles, about six feet 

to the mile; and for the la t one hundred miles about seven feet 

to the mile ; making a total fall of over two tho~sand feet in four 

hundred miles. Water-powers are not abundant but everal are 

being improved on the Neosho and other smalle1'. streams. 
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Such streams as rise in the mountains we t have quic~ an<l bot

tom~, but local treams, that rise within the b.ounclanes ~f the 

tate have clear water, and gravel beds, but are not emlurmg as 

the 1~ountain streams. Unfailing spring of pure, col cl water, are 

found in nearly every locality, and good wells of water can be 

obtained by digging to the depth of from.twenty to forty feet. 

MnrnRALS.-The coal measures underlie fully seventeen thou

sand square miles of the eastern portion of the tate, extemlin"' 

to an irregular line cros ing the ~tate fro1;11 north to south, near 

Fort Riley. The upper stratu~ crops out m nearly every county 

in the ea tern and middle port10ns of the State. At pre ent, tl~e 

coal veins have not been worked to any _great exte_nt1 except ~11 

Leavenworth O. aO'e and Bourbon count1e , where it is found m 
' "' ' · 1· * * F t 

inexhaustible quantity and of superior qua tty. rom r cen 

reports of urveys in the vicinitY: of Fort Hays a_ncl the we t, I ~m 
of the opinion that from that pomt west, coal ,y1ll be fouml _to_ 111-

crea e in quantity and quality. and-rock, smtable for bmld1~g 

pm·po·es, underlies the whole State of Kai! as, ancl crops ?u~ m 

many localities. Lime-rock al o i found m numerou vanetie , 

an<l appears in nearly every' ravi~e. and hill '}de. On ~he Kan a 

River, near Fort Riley, ar~ found rnexl:aus~1ble quarr!es of ma~

ne ian lime tone, of beautiful color, which 1s now bem~ u eel m 

the erection of public buildings. * * A_ quarry of_ black mar

ble, full of light yellow veins, has been cl~ coveret~ m Bo_urbon 

County. This marble receives a fine. polish, and 1s ~onsider?d 

valuable for ornamental purposes. Wlnte ;Ilarb~e of vanous yane

ties is found south of the Cottonwood R1ver, m the counties of 

Butle1· and edgwick. 
SALT.-Under the act admitting Kansas into the Union as a 

State, twelve salt .prings were grant~d, which have been loc~ted 

upon the tributaries of the Kan as River. Four of the e sp~·mgs 

are 1>ituated on i::ialt Creek, in the valley of the Solom~n River; 

four, in an extensive 1>alt-marsh of three thousand a~re , m the val

ley of the Republican River; two, ~n a small tnbutary ·of the 

Republican River, till farther ea t, m a. small marsh_ of three 

hundred acre which like the first-mentioned marsh, 1s wholly 

void of veo-etation. Of the exact location of the remaining two 

this office 0 is not aclvi ed. The e springs are all lea ed by the 

i::itate and will soon be in operation. The brine arising from _these 

springs has been scientifically investiO'ate 1, and found to yield a 

large percentage of salt. . . . 
Many other spring have been d1 covered on the Salme River, 

• and, doubtless, when smveys are extended westward along that 

stream, very exten ive salines will be found. 1:he water of the 

"alino River durino- a great portion of the year 1s found to be so 
,::, 1· 

brackish a to be unfit for cu mary purpo cs. 
·whenever the Pacific Railroad and the southwestern bmnch 
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toward Santa Fe shall have been completed, thus opening up a 
ready market antl furnishing speedy means of transportation, it is 
fair to presume that Kansas will become one of the great salt-pro
ducing States of the Union. 

MANUFACTURES.-Consiuerable attention has been paid during 
the last few years to the development of our manufacturing in
terc. ts. Of the diffierent branches that are now in operation, or 
nearly so, the following arc the mo t prominent:-

Two woolen factories arc located at Lawi·ence, one at Fort 
Scott, and one at Burlington. A paper-mill is about completed 
at Manhattan, for the manufactnring of all kinds of paper. Nu
merous floming and saw-mills are conveniently located through
out the State. In this city a large foundery has been in successful 
operation for a number of years, manufacturin<T stoves, quartz 
mills, and castings for all kinds of machinery. Also, mills for the 
manufacturing of farm, ganlen, and household implements, woolen 
<TOods, flour, carriages, and wagons, and all kinds of building 
~atcrial, are extensively carried on. 

RAILHOAns.-Dming the past year rapid advancement has been 
ma<lc toward completing the already c tablished roads, and also 
in forming and surveying routes for proposed roads. The liberal 
grants of lands that the several roads possess, together with the 
material aid offered by counties through which the lines pass, and 
the well-known ability of parties interested in them, arc favorable 
to their completion at an early day. And with the completion of 
the roads established and proposed, Kansas will have as complete 
a system of railways as most of the Western States. 

UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD, EASTERN D1v1s10N.*-Tho year 
1863, dates the commencement of the main line of this road, 
beginning at the State line at the junction of the Kansas River 
with the Missouri RiYer. In the year 1864, forty miles were 
completed; in the year 1805, the war prevented further progress, 
but in July of the same year a new company was organized, and 
during the year following completed seventy-nine miles of the 
main line, together with the branch road from Leavenworth 
to Lawrence, a di tance of thirty-one miles. The main line is 
now completed, a distance of. about 350 miles west of the ~Ii. souri 
Ri,·er. 

The PACIFIC RAILROAD, central branch, starting from Atchison 
and running west, has completed and iu operation sixty miles. 

The J\lrssoum RrvER RAILROAD, commencing at Leaycnworth 
and connecting with the Union Pacific Railroad, eastern division, 
an<l the Pacific Railroad of M:is:;:ouri at ""\Vyandotte, has thirty
three miles completed and in operation. 

• Since the above official report from the General Land Office was published. work on these 
different ruads has rapidly pro,:re sed. nnd many miles of track have been added. Tho con• 
strnctlng nn<l p•n,ieete!l rnilwnys of Kansns, when completed, will wonderfully facilitate tho 
settlement nod growth of tho entire State. 
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The LEAVE. woRnr, LA,VRENCE A D GALVESTON RAILROAD, 
commencing at Lawrence, i graded to the south line of Douglas 
County, with iron arriving for the laying of the track to that 
point; distance twenty miles. 

The ST. J osEPU AND DENVER RAILROAD, running through the 
northern tier of countie , has fifteen miles about reacly for the 
cars. 

A contract for building and equipping the Union Pacific (south
ern branch) Railroad, wa entered into on the twenty-thin.I of 
Auo-ust la t. The contracting parties to build the line from its 
j111~ction with the Union Pacific Railroad, eastern division, at 
Junction City, to the northern boundary of the Osap;c (Indian) 
rescn·ation, near Humboldt, Kan ·as. "\York on the line to com
mence on the 15th of October next, and the road completed and 
equipped 011 or before the first clay of January, 1870, with a pro
viso extending the time of completion to 1872, in case the State 
fails to guarantee interest on certain bond,;, From the terms of 
the contmct, and the known ability of the capitalists who have 
undertaken the work, there is little doubt that the nommcncc
mcnt and eompletion of this line will be in conformity with the 
time a expressed in the contract. 

The ::\I1ssoun1 Rn-En, FoRT ScoIT AXD GALYESTox RAILROA1>, 
from ,v yandotte, sonth, has about twenty miles graded. The 
franchises of this road arc of a local nature. 

The LA WREXCE and EltPORIA, and ATcmsox, TOPEKA AND 
Sounnn,sTER. RAILROADS h:wc each liberal franchises of land. 

The ST. Louis AND SANTA FE RAILROAD, from Holden, J\Iis
somi, through the counties of .Miami, Franklin, Osage an<l Lyon, 
Kansas, to Emporia, thence to Santa Fe, has been much discussed 
by people along said line, with a view of commencing operations 
at an early day. This road has no franchises as yet. 

A preliminary !"urvcy of a road commencing at a point in the 
vicinity of Pond Creek, near western boundary of Kan"as, and 
running south to Santa Fe, is being m::ulP. 

The extending of the Pacific Railroad through the country 
heretofore occupied as their unclistmbcd hunting-ground has 
been, no 11onht, the primary can1,c or the hostile attitu,lc of the 
different Intliau tribes on the Plains, and it undoubtedly will be 
the last effort of barbarism to heat back the advancing tide of 
civilization. But notwithstanding these difficulties, settlements 
have kept pace with the progress of the road, and points where 
hardly six month ago not a hon. c marked the spot, arc now 
occupied by flomi hing town~. It is impossible to overe timatc 
the ad ,·antagc that the completion of this roacl will afford to the 
people of this di trict. Already thou and. of heads of cattle are 
being hipped oYer this road to ea~tern markets,. which were 
driven up from Texas in the early summer months, and fatted on 
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the nutritious grasses peculiar to western Kansas. Whenever 
the pre ent Indian difficulties shall terminate, an<l. a false and 
pernicious philanthropy cea e to encourage idleness and vagrancy 
in the wandering nomads of the plains, then, within an incredibly 
short space of time, what was the " Great American Desert," will 
become the home of hardy, enterprising settlers, with their rail
ways, cities, and towns, and countless herds of stock grazing upon 
the finest pasturage of the world. 

The General Land Office Commissioner says of Kansas :

The eastern half is undulating prairie, alternating with timber. 
The latter is generally found skirting the streams, which flow 
through beautiful valleys. The western part of the State i more 
leYel, the depressions more gradual, and timber less abundant. 
The extreme western portion forms part of a sterile belt running 
from the 47th parallel to New Iexico. The State is drained by 
a number of large rivers, affluents of the Missouri. No moun
tains, swamps, or mar hes have been discovere<l.. The timber 
consists of cottonwood, sycamore, oak, ash, hickory, walnut, 
hackberry, sugar-maple, sumac, and willow. The growth of tim
ber is probably adequate to home demand, but not sufficiently 
abundant to form the basis of an export lumber trade. 

* * * * * * * 
The soil of the eastern part is excellent, there being two classes 

of land, the first embracing the alluvions of the river and the 
strips of timber. Of this class there are at least ten million acres 
in the State, or fully five times the amount of improved land. 
For the production of the heavier kinds of cereals this land is 
surpassed in richness by ~one of the neighboring States. For 
wheat and other small grams, the second-class lands, embracin"' 
the upland or rolling prairies, are preferred. The e are covered 
by a soil averaging from two to three feet in depth with a sub
soil of fertilizing qualities sufficient to furnish inexhaustible fer
tility, if skillfully man:J.O'cd. 

The sc~rci~y or building timber_is amply compensated by the 
general d1stnbut10n of rocks admirable for the construction of 
dwellings and fences. ·w atcr-courses arc well distributed. Un
faili~g _springs_ of pure cold water arc very abundant, and wells, 
furmshrng copious supply, need not be sunk over twenty to forty 
feet. 

Facts collected from old settlers show that the soil of Kansas 
!1as a remarkable power of compensating the ab ence of rain by 
1ts subterranean stores of m01sture. The recor<l.s of meteorolo"'i• 
c~l_ob~ervation.s at m_ilitary posts indicate that the average p~e
c1p1tat1on of ram durmg the months of June, July, and August, is 
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about one-fourth of an inch iu favor of Kausa as compared ·with 
the neighboring States. 

* * * * * * * 
LEAVENWORTu, the largest city, is situated on the right bank 

of the Missouri, about a mile below Fort Leavenworth. It is 
sunouncled by a fine agricultural country, well watered, and fur
nished with excellent building materials. Its churches, schools, 
literary publications, manufacturing and commercial institutions, 
are on a scale to meet the wants of a large and intelligent popu
lation, which is now 30,000 or 40,000. 

LAWRENCE is a beautiful and thriving town in Douglas County, 
on the Kansas River, forty-five miles from its mouth. Its popu
lation is over 2,000. 

ATcmsoN, WYANDOTTE, and TOPEKA are promising towns. The 
latter is now the capital of the State. It is well located on the 
right bank of the Kansas RiYer, about twenty-five miles above 
Lawrence, with a population of 1,500. 

We find the following in a pamvhlet, briefly setting forth 

the resources of Kansa , published by State authority :-

CuuATE.-The climate of Kansas i,;, without exception, the 
most desirable in the nite<l. State -it is better than that, even 
of the ame latitude, east of the l\lis issippi River. 

The winters are short, dry, and pleasant, with but little rain or 
snow. 

The grass is green in the forests and on the prairies until mid
winter. And very often herds of hor es, mules, and cattle roam 
at large during the entire winter, without any a<l.<l.itional feed or 
care. 

At the close of February we are reminded by a soft gentle 
breeze from the outh, that winter is gone ; and the grand prai
ries, interspersed with every variety of flower , autl dotted by 
numerous herds of fine stock, or perhaps a train of emigrants 
wending their way in search of new homes, assume their usual 
green robe of carpet, aucl present a scene of uperb grandeur. 

During the summer there is alway a cool, refreshing breeze, 
which makes even the hottest days and nights plea ant and de-
lightful. * * * * * * 

Since the year 1860 the State has been blessed with an abund
ance of rain, and the average yieltl of crops has been equally as 
great as that of other States. The oldest inhabitants universally 
agree that the drought of lSGO was the only one of any conse
quence that ever visited Kansas. 

SoIL.-The soil is deep, rich, and fertile; in the valleys ex
tending to the depth of four feet, and resting 011 a clay subsoil ; 
and upon the table-1::mtls and broad prairiefl, to the depth of from 
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one to three feet, resting on a subsoil composed of clay and sand. 
The richness of the soil iR demonstrated by the luxuriant growth 
of prairie grass which is yearly produced. 

Scuoou;.-N o new State affords better facilities for educating 
her children than the State of Kan a . By act of Congress, sec
tion sixteen and thirty- ix in each township were clonatccl to the 
State for the use of common schools; seventy-two sections for the 
use and support of a State university, and seventy-two sections 
for other e<lucational J)nrposes. Through the energy and efficiency 
o_f the State Superintendent, a thorough and complete organiza
tion of common schools has been perfected throughout the State, 
so that at pre ent the chiltlrcn of no district are deprived of edu
cational privileges. 

RIVERS. 

KANSAS RrvEn.-The Kansas RiYer is the lar~est in the State, 
and one of the most beautiful streams of water m the West. It 
is for~ed b_y th? junction of the Republican and Smoky Hill, near 
J unct1011 City, rn the central part of the State, and flows in an 
ea terly direction for a di lance of one hundred and fifty miles 
through a rich, fertile valley, from three to Reven miles in width, 
and empties into the Missouri Ri,·er at Wyandotte City, the 
eastern terminus of the Union Pacific Railroad. 

REPrBLICAX.-The Republican River comes down from Colo
rado, tlll'ough the northwest em portion of the State, coursing in a 
southeasterly direction through a rich, wild region of country, for 
a distance of over three hundred miles. 

S)COKY IlrLL.-The Smoky Hill derives its source from the 
confluence of several smaller streams in the eastern part of Colo
rado, and flows to the east through the central part of the State, 
to its Junction with the Republican. Along the rich Yalley of 
thi 1·iyer, a daily line of stage-coaches pass from the western ter
minus of the Union Pacific Hailroad to Denver City. 

N Eos110.-Th e N eo ho River rises near the center of the State, 
and flows to the southeast through a rich agricultural and tock
growing country, emptying into GranJ River, near the outh
east corner of Kansas. The N" cosho Valley is from three to 
seven miles in width, and contains some of the mo t beautiful, 
rich, anll de iraule lands in the State. 

ARKA:'<SAs,-Tbe Arkan~as Ri,·er, collecting the snows of the 
Rocky :Mountains, flows in an easterly direction through the south
western pa1·t of the State, for a distance of three hundred miles. 

GREAT E1IAIIA.-The Great Nemaha rises in the north-cen
tral part of the State, and flows ea, t, emptying into the Missouri 
Ri ,·m· at the northeast corner of the State. There is a sufficien
cy of timber on its banks for all practical purposes in the coun
try through which it passes. 
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OsAGE.-The Osage courses _through a fine region of country 
in southern Kansas about mulway between the valleys of the 
Kansas and N eosh'o. The Pottawattomio and o~her small~r 
streams flow into the Osage. The valleys of these nvers contam 
some of the most valuable farms in the State. . 

BIG BLUE.-The Big Blue, from Nebra ka Territory, flows_ to 
the south throurrh the north-central part of the State, emptymg 
into the Kansas lUver at the city of .Manhattan. 

SoLmIO.N".-The Solomon rises in the northwestern_rar~ of the 
State, flows in a sou_theast~rly direction, and ~mpt1_es mto the 
Smoky Hill, about thirty nules :vest from Junc_t10!1 City. 

The source and general dircct10n of the V eru1grts, _Cottonwood, 
Grasshopper, Grand, aline, and all other Kansas n ~e_rs, may be 
seen by reforri~g to ~{e~m's map of Kan,_as. I1~ ~dc~t10n t~ the 
above is the Missouri River, wluch washes the ~astm ~, s_~o1_~ _ o~ 
the State for a distance of over one hunureu miles. I \ns 11ve1, 
navigable at all times, is a ource _of great value to the ~t~te, and 
especia1ly to Lcavem:~rth, Atch1son, \Vya_n:lotte'."\Vhtto Cloud, 
Doniphan, and other cities th:it stand_ upon _it:-s banks. . . 

It is impo ' ible to draw a lme of d1;;t111ct1on between cl1ffment 
localities the whole State being supplied with ~n abundance of 
pure, cle;r ~old w3:ter .. Be, ide. :he clea.r !·1~nn111rr str~'ams a_nd 
cool refrc ,Jung pnnis 111 the ~1ft~rent locaht1es, th? best. q l~_ahty 
of water is also obtarned by d1gg111g wells on the high pia111es-
ranrrinrr from ten to thirty feet in depth. . 

FoR~sTs.-Kan as, although a prairie State, is ·wel~ supplied 
with almost every variety of timber. Along the entire vall~ys 
of the rivers and smaller streams, may be found the ?est _quality 
of timber in sufficient abunclance. The timber contamed JU these 
valleys, is from three tc:> ten miles in _width? aml from one t? three 
hundred miles in length, and com,1sts of oak, walnut, hickory, 
ash, gum, elm, cottonwood, h:1ckberry, ycamore, and every other 
variety that is usually founcl m the \_Vestcrn State~. 

The Osage Or:11we is used extensively for fen?mg purposes
its growth is o rapid that during th~ thml year it makes _a f~nce 
of the most permanent and ubstantial character, at a ve1 y light 
expense to the farmer. 

PRoouc-rs.-The following table shows the average yield of 
produce per acre :-

Corn, from 50 to 70 bushels. 
Wheat, 20 " 40 " 
Barley, 40 " 70 " 
Oals, 40 II 80 " 
Rye, " 30 " 60 

,, 
Potatoes, " 100 300 
Sorghum, 100 " 300 gallons. 
Hungarian Hay, " 3 " 5 tons. 
Prairie Hay, 

,, 2 II 4 " 
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Tobacco, hemp, flax, cotton, &c., are also raised 111 large 
quantities. 

The strictest attention is being paid to the culture of fruit. Al
most every farmer has a fine growing orchard, consisting of apple, 
peach, pear, plum, and cherry trees, together with every variety 
of grapes and other fruit usually grown in the South and West. 

The prairies and forests abound in wild fruits, such as grapes, 
plums, strawberries, blackberries, raspberries, gooseberries, cur
rants, paw-paws, crab-apples, &c. 

STOCK.-Kansas is destined to become one of the greatest 
stock-growing States in the West. Her rich soil, broad prairies 
covered with fine heavy grass, which during the fall months is 
cured by the sun into hay, the abundant supply of pure water, the 
easy and cheap facilities for procuring hay and other forage, the 
dry, mild, short ·winter seasons; and the gentle refreshing show
ers of summer, are only a few of the aclv::mtages afforded those 
engaged in this important enterprise. 

The plague and other contagious diseases so prevalent amono
stock in other States, are never known in Kansas, except whe; 
occasionally brought with herds from abroad. • 

Wool-growing is rapidly becoming one of the most extensive 
and profitable branche of industry. During the present year 
large hercls of sheep have been driven to the State from Ohio, 
J\Iichigan, Indiana, Illinois and Iowa, while arrangements have 
been made for bringing many more during the ensuing year. 
The facilities for raising cattle arc equally great, and the busi
ness almost as profitable as that of growing wool. The fine 
herds of cattle and horses owned by the Indians in southern 
Kansas and the Indian Territory, feeding on the prairie during 
the entire winter, prove conclusively that Kansas, as a stock
raising State, is unsurpassed. 

In the central and western portions of the State millions of 
buffalo, deer and antelope roam upon the boundless prairies; sup
ported during the winter by a fine delicate grass cured into hay. 
vVhere these wild animals subsist, there can be no difficulty in 
raising domestic stock, since :fifty sheep, or five English cattle 
can be supported on what would be necessary for the sustenance 
of one buffalo. 

The State also abounds in a great variety of other wild game 
such as bears, wolves, wilcl-cats, raccoons, rabbits, otter, minks, 
beaver, muskrats, prairie chickens, turkeys, geese, ducks, pigeons, 
quails, &c. 

PRICE OF UNIMPROVED LANDS IN KANSAS, SOIL, CROPS, ETC. 

From the returns at hand we may fairly estimate the advance 
in price of farm lands in the settled counties of Kansas, at not 
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less than 150 per cent., as compared with the census values of 
1860 The lowest estimate bein o- 25 per cent. for Nemaha, ancl. 
the b.i<Yhest 500 per cent. for Ma~·shall, Yv ashington, ancl. Saline 
countiis. Pottawattomie and Butler report 300 per cent. ad
vance; Marion, 200 per cent.; Linn, Johnson, Doniphan, Clay, 
Osao-e Chase ,v oodson 100 per cent. ; Jackson an(l Franklm, 
80 t~ 85 p~r ~ent.; Alle~, Miami, Wyandotte, and Leavenworth, 
40 to 50 per cent. . . . 

In Linn County, the location of the ma1!1 tru1;1k hue railroad 
from the northern lakes to the Gulf of J\Icx1co, our correspond~mt 
says the price of bnds has advanced generally 20 per cent. with
in the last few months. In Marshall, farm lands purchased_ at 
Government prices in 1860, now sell at $5 to 20 per acre, accordmg 
to the quantity under cultivation, an~ the real estate value of the 
county i claimed to be at least five times that o~ 1860; and ~he 
same facts are true of Washington County and Salme. The U mon 
Pacific Railroad, E. D., running through the county. Bourbon 
reports an increase of from $2 to $10 per acre. . 

Unimproved, or wild lands, are helcl. at figures rangmg from 
the Govemment price for public la~ds up to $10 per acre. 

In Bourbon County the average 1s reported at "3 .50 per acre; 
soil rich black loam, averaging 2½ feet deep, adapted to the 
o-ro~th of all kincls of grain raised in the N orthcrn States. Allen 
(Jounty $5 per acre entirely prairie, the timber being all located, 
and wdrth 25 doll~rs per acre. Linn Cowity, $4 to $8 for 
prairie; $8 to 20 for timber, principally in the western part 
of the county and quality up to the average of the country. 
JJfiami County, $3 to $15 per acre. Th~ prairi?~ are undulating, 
and classed as bottom second bottom, high pra1ne, and mounds, 
and are generally susc~pti?l~ of the highest cultivation_. Franklfn 
County, $3 per acre; prame, some of excellent quality, but dis
tant from timber ancl water; other lands stony and bluff, a~d 
only fit for pasture. Johnson County, about ·6 per acre; s01l, 
mostly black loam, 15 to 24 inches deep, resting on a yellow clay 
subsoil. 

,VYANDOTTE CouNTY, $10 per acre .. Our. correspondent ~ays: 
This county is located between the Missouri and ~ans3:s nv~rs, 
and is the best timbered in the State. The M1ssour1 Pacific 
Railroad and the Union Pacific Railroad, E. D., }lass through 
the county in such a manner that no part of the county is m?re 
than ten miles from railroad o-ivino- a good market for everythmg 

'"' 
0 

• bl f . k our farmers may raise, whether gram, vegeta es, ru1t or stoc :· 
The land is unsurpassed for fertility; about 0nc half the cou~ty ~s 
heavily timbered, the remainder prairie. The prairie portion 1s 
in the Delaware Reserve, and has recently been purchased from 
the Indians, ancl is now in the market. . .. 

LEAVE.NWORTII CouNTY, $6 per acre; generally rollmg prames, 
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belted at regular intervals of one to one and a half mile with oak, 
walnut, hickory, elm, cottonwood, and pine timber. Soil, a deep, 
rich, sandy, vegetable mold, capable of yielding enormous crops 
of corn, pasturage, all the cereal , grass, fruits, &c., suited to the 
latitude. 

Jackson County. About $5 per acre. Very productive; un
dulated prairie, and alluvial creek bottoms. Streams skirted with 
timber. .Doniphan County, 3 to '15 per acre. Soil superior; 
adapted to all . mall grainR, eRpecially for hemp and corn, also for 
root crops. Nemalict Gowity, high rolling prairie, capable of 
producing all kinds of grains ancl fruits suited to that locality. 
Pottawattamie County, $5 per acre; sandy loam, adapted to all 
kinds of grain. Mw·shall County, mostly rolling prairie, 
splendid wheat land. Washington County, 81.25 to $5 per acre; 
black loam, suited to cultivation of corn, wheat, oats, barley, &c. 
Glay County, 3 l er acre; bottom land principally suitecl to cul
tivation; uplands ha Ye a rich soil, a.ml in wet seasons arc preferable 
to the bottoms for small grains, but are chiefly used for grazing, 
affording an abundance of grasis, aml unlimited range, well fitted 
for stock-rai~ing. Saline Cowity, $2,50 per acre; common prairie, 
bottom ancl upland. JI.Iarion County, $3 per acre; good bottom 
or table-lands, with plenty of water; timber rather scarce, but 
plenty of good rock, both lime and bt1ilding stone; lands of best 
quality. 

Butler County. Bottom lands ,.55 ; mostly in the bands of 
settlers; the high or ridge lands are owned by speculators, the 
olcl settlers thinking them almost worthless. Chase, $3; valley 
an l upland prairie, clay, intermixed with sand .and vegetable 
matter, producing the cereals and root-crops without artificial 
manure. Osa,qe, from ·1 up to $20; average 3.50, consisting 
of timber lands with running water, second bottom or middle 
lands, second bottom prairie with running or standing water, 
upland prairie with ravines and buffalo wallow or thin clay lands. 
lVoodson, $2 to $6; mimimnm price of school lands '3 per acre; 
rich, sandy, rolling prairie, capable ofprodncing two tons of wild 
grass to the acre, 37½ bu hels of oats, and 22 bushels of wheat. 
There is still a vast area of public land in Kansas held at Gov
ernment prices, the amount in 1860 reaching 50,265,130 acres, 
against less than 2,000,000 acres taken up in farms. 

Coal is found in Bourbon, Allen, Linn, l\liami, Franklin, 
Leavenworth, Jackson, Doniphan, emaha, Pottawattomie, Wash
ington, Clay, Osage, \Voodson, and other countie , ancl in some 
districts in great abundance, though as yet, has been but slightly 
developed. In Bourbon, coal underlie the whole extent of the 
county, the veins varying in thickness from 18 inches to 4 feet, 
cropping out on the surface in many places, and said to be of the 
best quality. In Allen and Linn counties, the veins are from 2 
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to 6 feet thick, awaiting development. Our Osage reporter 
says:-

A seam of coal averaging about 20 inches in thicknes extends 
from the northeast to the southwest corner of om· county, about 
30 miles, and from 2 to 4 miles in breadth. It crops out in a 
thousand points, and i worked in at lea t one hundred places. 
It is worth $5 per ton dcli\·ercd at Burlingame. 

A similar vein crops out at various points acros. the county of 
vV oodson. Limestone and several Yaricties of building Rtone 
abound in many countieR, supplying a cheap and Yalual1le sub
stitute for timber in fencing and building purposes. In this con
nection our Miami corre pomlent writes as follows:-

W e have excellent stones for fencing and building, and they 
are so placed in the mounds that they occupy but little Rpace, yet 
they are upon or near every quarter section, aml can be seen at 
a distance as they project from the top of the mound. These 
stones are of about the right size aml thickncsR to make a Yery 
nice and durable wall or fence, an<l are easily hauled down hill 
over the smooth smfacc of the prairie. The. c fence,, when built 
of the white and gray limestone and brown sandstone, arc in 
beautiful contrast to the rich dark green verdure of these lnn<lR. 
I have on my Stonewall farm 1,700 rods of fence, mostly of lime
stone, built within the past seven years with my own hands. 

Our Leavenworth correspondent Rays :-
W e have a oft sand rock which hardens on exposure to the 

air, very light, porous, and strong enough for building purposes, 
and makes the drycst hon. e eyer built, consequently the warmest 
in winter, ancl pre-eminently the healthiest cl welling known. I 
haYe tested this rock, and speak of what I know. Very little is 
yet known of it valuable qualitieR, hut in time they will be ap
preciated. Fences can be made of rare excellence, ancl at rca on
able prices, that will endure and harden for aO'es. 

Building stone is abundant in Chase, l\Iarsl.;:;111, Pottawattomic, 
Osage, vV oodson, and various other counties, the varieties found 
in vV oodson, being of a beautiful white texture, capable of a fine, 
smooth polish, ancl is suitable for table , mantels, tombstones, &e., 
an_d so pcr[ectly stratified as not to vary one-fourth of an ineh in 
th1ckncs m blocks 10 by 12 feet square, and these i;trata range 
from 2 to 18 inche. in thicknes . The supply is said to be almost 
unlimited. In Bourbon a species of black marble ahouncl,1, easy 
of access, and claimccl to be equal to the be t Italian marble. 
Lea~ is found in Linn aml Bourbon; 1<alt in Pottawattomie, ::\Iimni, 
Dompban, ~line, &c. ; f?ldspar in ,y a..,hington; gypsum in ::\far
. hall and Salme. Gold 1s reported 111 Pottawattomic, hut extent 
not developed. 

There i much superior ha.rel-wood timber in Kansa~, but 
generally there is little more than is required for local u-,cs, while 
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in some counties there is a positive dearth of wood thon()'h in 
such localities forest trees may be rapidly O'rown an~l the~· cul
ture is being encouraged by the legislatm~ of the State. Our 
Allen County _correspondent reports the finest quality of black 
walnut, oak,. hickory, hackberry, &c., many of which will make 
4,000 feet of mch lumber. Wyandotte claims to be the best tim
bered county in the State, and under the demand for wood land 
selling for 40 per acre i paid for by the wood alone. Th~ bot
t?ms of the l\ii ouri and Kansas valley produce immense quanti
ties of the yellow cottonwood timber for fencin()' and common 
building purpose , selling at ·15 to 20 per thons~nd. 

C?rn,_ wheat, oats, potatoes, ~nd hay, are the crops of general 
cultivation, the _first-n~mcd berng the great staple product-the 
crops of 1866 ~mog estimated as follows: Corn, 6,527,368 bushels; 
wheat, 260,46.:> bushels; oats, 200,316 bushels; potatoes, 243,514 
bushels; buckwheat, 20,402 bushels; barley, 7,255 bushels; rye, 
4,548 ~ms~els; _hay, _123,082 tons; tobacco, 22,263 pounds. l\Iorc 
att~ntion is bemg given to wheat, and as the soil and climate are 
entirely favorable to this culture there will not lonO' exist so O'l'•'at 

d
. . ' ::, ::, ~, 

a ~spanty between the total am?unts of the_ two leading crops. 
Com has been more largely grown m some sections because rea<lil v 
!urned to money by selling at Government posts, &c. Our Do1;-
1phan reporter say :-

Corn, hemp, and potatoes, are the principal crops in this county, 
but wheat, oats, and barley, do well. An average corn crop is 
from ~0 to 50 bush.els pe1;· aci:e, but frequently 75 to 80 bushels 
are raised under fair cultivation. Om corn 1s mostly pnt into 
beef and pork, and thus made profitable at present prices. 

Another con:espondcnt in this county says :-
Corn ha this year averaged 60 bushels per acre, and this is 

about an average year for the crop. A few years since 1 raised 
83f bushels to the acre, and sold the crop for 50 cents per bush
el, but thi was an extra yield. 

In Jackson,. stock-rais_ing is consid?red the most profitable 
branch <!f farmrn_g ~pcrat10ns. Our almj reporter writes :

~orn 1s the prmcipal crop as yet, because most profitable, there 
bemg no good mills for making flour. Our country is better for 
wheat, rye, oats, ancl barley. 

In .Marshall "it is not uncommon for persons here to take wilcl 
land and pay for breakinO' and fencing and the price of the land 
fi h fl " 0 ' ' rom t c rst crop._ Hops, castor-beans, ancl flaxseed have been 
succe~sfully _cultivated in Johnson_ County, and our reporter ~hinks 
the c1 ops w~ll be trebled the commg season. From Franklin our 
reporter wntes :-

Corn, wheat, potatoes, and Hungarian ~rass, are the principal 
croes. Cotton, of fine texture, was cultivated to some extent 
dmrng the year. The great detriment to the productiveness of 
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of our county i~ skimming the surface. Deep plowing is the 
only remedy agamst drought. In 18G0, the "dry year," I raised 
300 bushels of corn. I plowed my corn as in ordinary years; 
some per ons thought this labor lo t. ·winter came, and this 
class of persons had no corn, but received" aid" which the charity 
of other States sent to Kansas. 

Sorghum is a valuable an<l sure crop, but is not largely culti
vated. In ,Vyandotte and Leavenworth, vegetables and fruits 
are largely grown, ancl find a ready market. 

,Vintcr wheat is generally sown from the middle of September 
to the first week in October; spring varieties dmino- the month 
of l\Iarch; while the harvest commences the latter part of June 
and extends to the middle of July for the spring-sown crop. A 
very small proportion of the acreage is drilled, in many counties 
none at all, though our reporters anticipate the early adoption of 
the drillin~ sy tern. As in all the new States, the culture of 
wl1eat in l\.an. ~s is upon the principle that the soil is inexhausti
ble and requires little assistance from the farmer for the produc
tion of a full crop. In Marshall, they often harrow in wheat 
without plowing upon ground that has been used for corn, and 
our corrc pondcnt says:- . 

If land has been broken in the fall, we harrow in the wheat in 
March, and get a good crop. If farmers would take more pain 
this county would excel in wheat production. ' 

In Clay County, the ground is plowed, sown broadcast, and 
ha~rowcd, and the harvest awaited. Our Miami reporter 
wntes:-

The crop, when sown broadcast, and harrowed in, is 15 to 25 
bushels to the acre, but we have raised from 20 to 45 bushel by 
sowing one ancl a half bushels, and putting it in with double 
shovel, or with a drill. 

In most of the counties the co t of pasturing stock docs not ex
ceed the cost of salt ancl herd. men, cattle generally subsistino
upon the wild grasses of the prairie from seven to ten months and 
in some localities little feeding is necessary durino- the whole year· 
but where foddered during the winter, the e ti~ated cost range~ 
from 3 to ·8 only per head. 

In Allen County, thousands of horses and cattle live on the 
prairies the year round without feed. 

Our reporters in all sections of the State speak favorably and 
confidently of the capabilities of Kansas in frnit production 
though in many counties the orchai·ds are too younO' to retur~ 
pr?fits as yet, but ~re rapidly coming into bearing. A~l the fruits 
smted to the latitude are succe sfully grown. -April, 1868, 

Report of the Department of Agricultu1'e. 

The following are copies of, and extracts from, some of the 
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many 1etters we have received from Kansas, in response to 
our inquiries:-

STATE OF KANSAS, OFFICE OF ADJUTANT-GENERAL, } 
TOPEKA, July 31, 18G8. 

DEAR rn: l\Ir. Giles referred your letter to this office. I end 
you the incloscd. Plenty of good land under homestead and pre
emption. Beef cattle 2 to 3 cents per lb., gross. Sheep, $2 to 5. 
Corn, 40 cts. Wheat, ~1.50. 

LABOR.-~IechanicR, '3 to '5; common, .·2 to 2.50. 
An abundance of good bottom land can be obtained at from 82 

to $15, according to locality. 
Very truly yours, J.B. McAFFEE, Adj't-GeneraL 

F. B. GODDARD, E q. 

(Frorn Leavenworth, July 27, 1868.) 

* * * Lands have found more takers, and have raiseo. in price 
more since January, than for many years pr<'vious. The lands open 
to purchase, or pre-emption, in Kansas are o. 1, but very distant 
from the river. Good lands can be bought near No. 1 markets, 
on fine roads, well watered and timbered, at five dollars per acre, 
and from that on to twenty. Labor commands ·2 per day now, 
and good mechanics receive '5 per day. A healthier climate does 
not exist. Lime tone and sandstone are found everywhere. Coal 
is abundant, wood plenty and increasing. The crop are better 
this year than I have seen them in my eleven years' re·idence. 
Our wheat and oats are harvested oYer a month since. Corn is 
abundant. Hedge fence do splenclil1ly. Our school system is 
magnificent. There ar schools in every section of the State, and 
the same may be said of churches. The roads (natural) are very 
fine, and the farmer can find a good market. Two railroads trav
erse the State from east to west, and the farmer can get good 
lands on their line. The majority of the farmers are Americans 
from Ohio, Illinois, Indiana, Pennsylvania, and X ew York. There 
are a great many German also, and many Irish. * * * 

Truly yours, A. F. CALLAHAN. 

(From Leavenworth, Jitly 23, 1868.) 

* * * Coal underlies the whole State; inferior qualities near 
the surface, but strata 600 feet deep. Marble abundant in south 
part of State. * * Population all nationalities-a Babel of 
tongues. * * Leavenworth City contains 32,000 inhabitants, 
is the metropolis of the State, in a flourishing condition, and bids 
fair to become a large city. Mechanics' wages, $3 to ·5 per day. 
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(From Fo1·t Scott, Bourbon County, July 23, 1868.) 

Yours of 16th received, &c., &c. ,:, * * * The soil of Bourbon 
Countr and southern Kansas generally, is rich, rolling prairie; 
good timber along the stream ; corn averages 40 bushel to the 
acre; wheat, 25 _bushel ; oats, 50 to GO; potatoes, 100 to 150. 
Improved lands _111 Bonrbo~ Cot~nty, _'10 to 825; unimproved, 
$2 to $10, acconlmg to locality. "' * '' Carpenters and masons 
get $3 to $5 per day, and are m demand. Day laborers, $1.50 to 
$2; farm hands, i18 to 30 per month, and this class of help can 
get employment at any time. * * '\Ve have the finest coal beds 
in the Union; also iron ore in great abundance. A few miles 
sontheast of here is a vein of coal 16 feet below the smface 8 feet 
th~ck, equal to the canncl coal of Penn, ylvania. None of these 
vems arc workell, as the surface coal is much more convenient for 
farmers who snpply the market. Two years a"'0 at Kansas City 
and Leavenworth, coal brought 25 cents per b~shcl while ours 
readily brought 80 cents to ."I. Wheatt'is now worth' per bushel 
$1.25 to ~'1.50. Cho_icc flonr retails at $4.50 per 100 lbs. W~ 
ar_c ~O miles from railroad, but will have three lines completed 
w1tl11n two years. At present the immigration absorbs all onr 
surplus produce. * * vVe have excellent school and rcli"'ions 
advantages. '~ * Majority of our people native born· ~any 
Germans and a few Irish. ' 

We want settlers and workers, not speculators. 
Very respectfully, 

VAN FOSSEN & BRITTON, Bankers. 
FREDERICK B. GODDARD, Esq. 

(From Paoli, Miami County, July 24, 1868.) 

~ * ~n~· county is rapi~ly set~ling with an enterprising popu
lat10n, pnnc1pally from 01110, Indiana Iowa Illinois ·wisconsin 
&c., &c: Pl~nty ?f unoccupied land r/om $3' to $6 p~r acre. Th~ 
few: Indians m this rart of Ka_nsas are_ preparing to remove to 
their new purchas_e m the Indian Terntory. The Kansas Cit 
and Galveston Railroad runs through our county, and will reach 
ou1· town by January next. All that we can raise is wanted by 
the new-comers amongst us. 

(From Burlington, Cojj'ey County, August I, 1868.) 

Limestone soil. * * Lands from $5 upward. Good climate; 
very healthy. We have to kill a man to start a graveyard. 
Population mixed; social; not much aristocracy. 

15 



MIN ESOTA. 

MINNESOTA derives its name from two Indian words signify

ing "sky-tinted water," referring to the numerous crystal 

streams and lakes which mirror the soft blue of its skies. 

These lakes are a peculiar feature, and form one of the char
acteristic charms of the State. They vary from one to thirty 

miles in diameter, the smaller class being most numerous. 
They are "generally distinguished, also, for their clear, white, 
sandy shores, set in gentle grassy slopes, or rimmed with walls 

of rock, their pebbly beaches sparkling with carnelians and 
agates, while the oak grove, or the denser wood which skirts 

the margin, completes the graceful and picturesque outline.'' 
GEOGRAPHICAL FEATUREs.-Minnesota is one of the North

western States, lying between British America on the north 

and Iowa on the south, Lake Superior and Wisconsin on the 
east, and on the west the Territory of Dakota. Its estimated 
area is about 84,000 square miles, or nearly 54,000,000 acres, 
giving it a front rank among the States in point of size. 

The State lies nearly in the center of the continent, and 
occupies the summit of a vast con vex plateau, if we may use 
the expression, elevated a thousand feet or more above the 

level of the sea. IIere rise three of the largest river systems 
of North America-the Mississippi; the Red River, flowing 
into Lake Winnipeg; and the St. Lawrence, which forms an 

outlet to the sea for the surplus waters of the great lakes, the 

largest and most westerly of which, Lake Superior, washes a 
portion of the eastern boundary of Minnesota. 

IlISTORIC.A.L Ou'fLINE.-There is little of special interest in 
the early history of Minnesota. The larger portion of its 

present area was ceded to the United States by France in the 

year 1803, and soon after explored by General Pike; subse-
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quently by Fremont, Long, and other milita~·y . officers. 
Fort Snelling, five miles above St. Paul, was bmlt m 1820. 

Comparatively little was known, however, in these ear1y days, 
of the vast regions of the Northwest. Other than military 
men the few whites who had penetrated them were trappers 
and 'traders, who, for the sake of gain or adventure, were will
ing to undergo privation , and brave the perils of torture and 
death at the hands of the red barbarians of the forest. 

On the 3d of March, 1 49, the Territory of Minnesota was 
organized, including within its limits the present Territory 
of Dnkota. The total popubtion at this time was but 4,6 0. 
St. Paul, then containing l,ut 840 inhabitants, was designated 
as the capital. It had received its evangelical name from a 
little log chapel built by a worthy Catholic missionary, and 
dedicated to St. Paul. Prior to this time it had flourished 

under the name of "Pig's Eye! ' 
Before the new organization was fairly proc1aimed, a news

paper was i sued at St. Paul, and steamboat lines were soon 
in operation. With a devution to the interests of education 
which has ever since characterized the peop1e of Minnesota, 
the" solid men., of the embryo tate took in hand the sub
ject of Common Schools. From this time to 1857, Minne
sota advanced rapidly in population and development; immi
gration poured in, villages and towns sprang up, and land 
speculation was rampant. In the foll tide of this apparent 
prosperity came the financial revulsion of 1 57. The im
mediate result was a general depreciation of values, with con
sequent busine s stagnation and <li tress. Immigration ceased, 
and the rapi<l growth of the Territory was arrested. The 
later con equences of the crisis have, however, shown that it 
was a "bles ing in disguise." Inflated ideas of sudden wealth 
without labor, were dispelled. The speculator's occupation 
was gone, and the energies of the people were directed to 

those pursuits which arn the sources of real prosperity to 
every commonwealth-agriculture and manufactures. Pre

vious to this era, Minnesota bad imported breadstuffs, but 
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she now laid the foundations of her later development as one 
of the great grain-producing States of the Union. 

In May, 1858, Minnesota was admitted as a State. From 
this time her growth was vigorous and reasonably rapid until 
the breaking out of the Rebellion. \Vith a population of only 
175,000 at this period, her record shows that she sent forth 
from her grain-fields, workshop , and pineries, 24,000 brave 
men to battle for the preservation of the Union. 

In the summer of 1862, one of the most terrible Indian 
massacres upon record occurred on the western frontiers of 
the State. More than a thousand men, women, and children, 
were barbarously butchered and mutilated by these inhu
man sayages. The whole land was thrilled with horror and 
a large military force wa at once sent out, the Indians were 
routed, their country laid waste, and thirty-eight of their 
leaders were hung. The remainder of the tribe were re
moved to a reservation beyond the Missouri River. o fur
ther app1·ehension need be felt in Minnesota from Indians. 
As perfect security now reigns throughout the State as in New 
England. 

The present population of Minnesota is estimated at be
tween 400,000 and 500,000. Iler increase during 1867, was 
90,000, and one of her prominent statesmen predicts that in 
1870 she will haYe attained a population of 700,000. Minne
sota is now in the full tide of pro perity. Her progress is 
substantial as well as rapid. Iler towns and cities are full 
of life and enterprise-her farmers are contented and pro per
ous. Manufactories are multiplying, and railroads are being 
rapidly built to every portion of the State. With a climate 
unsmpassed for healthfulness; a soil unparalleled in this 
country in its yield of the staple cereals; vast forests of' tim
ber, and immense water-power-it will be strange indeed if 
Minne ota does not soon fulfill her prophecy to become, in 
population, wealth, and influence, among the very foremost 
States of the American Union. 

We are indebted to Gov. WM. R. MARSITALL, of Minnesota, 



230 WIIERE TO EMIGRATE, AND WIIY. 

for an admirably prepared pamphlet recently published by 
the State, entitled, "Minnesota; Its advantages to Settlers." 
It is from the pen of Col. Gm.A.RT HEWITT, of St. Paul. The 
following are extracts :-

PIIYSICAL CUA.RACTERISTICS OF TIIE STATE. 

Although Minnesota is not a mountaiuous country by any 
means, its general elevation gives it all the advantages of one, 
without its objectionable features. Being equidistant from the 
Atlantic and Pacific oceans, situated on an elevated plateau, and 
with a system of lakes and rivers ample for an empire, it has a 
peculiar climate of its own, pos essed by no other State. 

The general surface of the greater part of the State is even and 
undulating, and pleasantly diversified with rolling prairies, vast 
belts of timber, oak openings, numerous lakes and streams, with 
their accompanying meadows, waterfalls, wooded ravines, and 
lofty bluffs, which impart variety, grandeur and picturesque 
beauty to its scenery. 

The State may be divided into three principal districts. In 
the northern and western part of the State an exception to its 
general evenness of smface occurs in an elevated district, which 
may be termed the highlands of Minnesota. This di trict, rest
ing on primary rocks, is of comparatively small extent-16,000 
square miles-and covered with a dense growth of pine, fir, 
spruce, &c.; it has an elevation of about 450 feet above the 
general level of the country, and is covered with hills of diluvial 
sand and drift, from 85 to 100 feet in height, among which the 
three great rivers of the American Continent-the Mi sissippi, 
St. Lawrence, and Red River-take their rise. The temperature 
of this di trict is from five to eight degrees lower than that of the 
rest of the State. Although possessing some good land, its principal 
value consists in its immense forests, and its rich miueral deposits 
of copper, iron, and precious metals. 

The valley of the Red River forms another di trict, larger than 
the highlands, containing- 18,000 square miles, with a deep, black 
soil composed of alluvial mold, and rich in organic depo its. 
This district produces the heaviest crops of grain, e pecially 
wheat, of any section in the United tates. It has a subsoil of 
clay, is but sparsely timbered, with but few rivers or lakes, and 
is not therefore so well drained as other parts of the State. 

The :[ississippi valley comprises the third district ; it contains 
about 50,000 square miles, or about three-fifths of the whole 
State. It is the " garden spot" of the Northwest, and comprises 
one of the fine t agricultural districts in the world. Its general 
characteristics are those of a rolling prairie region, resting on 
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secondary rocks ; it is unusually well drained, both by the nature 
of the soil which is a warm, dark, calcareous and sandy loam, 
and the in~umerable lakes and streams which cover its surface 
with a perfect network. _It is dotted by n.ume:ou~ and exten
sive ~roves and belts of timber. These mam districts are also 
subdivided into smaller ones by the valleys of the _numerous 
streams which intersect them; but space does not admit of a de-
tailed description. . 

RIVERS Mn> STREAMs.-The Mississippi River, 2,400 nnles 
long, which drn.ins a large!· region of country ~ban. any stream on 
the globe, with the exception of the Amazon, nses m Lake Itasca, 
in the northern part of :Miuncsota, n.nd flows southea tcrly through 
the State 797 miles, 134 of which forms its eastern boundary. It 
is navi.gn.ble for l::trge boats to St. Paul, and ab?ve the Falls of 
St. Anthony for smn.ller boats for about 150 miles farther. The 
seasou of navign.tion has opened as en.rly as ~he 25th of ~larch, 
but usually opens from the first to the middle of April, and 
closes between the middle of November and the first of Decem
ber. In 1865 and 1866 steamboat excursions took place on the 
first of December, fro~ St. Paul, and the river remn.ined open 
scveml days longer; in 186~ 1;1-ntil Deccm~ei: 1 ~t. . . . 

The princip:11 towns and cities OJ?- the Miss1ss~ppi m ~nnesot:1, 
are Winona "\Vabn.shaw, Ln.kc City, Red Wmg, Uastmgs, St. 
Pn.~l, l\linne;polis, 8t. Anthony, Anoka, Dayton, Monticello, St. 
Cloud, Sauk Rapids, Little Falls, Watab.. . 

The Minnesota River the source of which is among the Coteau 
des Prairies, in Dakota' Territory, flows from Big Stone Lake, 
on the western boundn.ry of the State, a distance of nearly 500 
miles, through the heart of the southwe tern part of ~he State, 
and empties into the Mississippi at Fort Snellmg, 5 mil_e~ above 
St. Paul. It is navigable as high up as the Yellow Medicu~c, _238 
miles above its mouth during aood stages of water. Its pnncipal 
places are Shn.kopee,' Ch:1 ka~ Carver, Belle Plaine, Henderson, 
Le Sueur Traverse des Sioux, St. Peter, 1\fonkato, n.nd N cw U~IIL 

The St. Croix Rivei-, rising iu Wisconsin, near Lake nperior, 
forms about 130 miles of the ea tern boundary of the State. It 
empties into the Mi sissippi nearly opposite Ila tings, n.nd i~ na:vi
gable to Taylor's Fall, about 50 miles. It _penetrates the pm~ne_s 
and furnishes immense water-power along its course. The prmci
pal place on it are Stillwater and Tn.ylor's Fall . 

Tlie Red River rises in Ln.ke Traverse, and flows northward, 
formiug the wcstc;·u boundary of the State from_ Big Sto~e Lak_c 
to the British possession , a distance of 380 nnles .. It is ~av1-
gable from Breckenridge, at the mouth of the ;Bois d_!) Sioux 
River to Ilud on's Bay; the Sa katchewan, a tnbutary o~ ~he 
Red River is al o said to be a naviaable stream, thus prom1smg 
an active dommercial trade from this vast region when it shall 
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have become settled up, via the St. Paul and Pacific Railroad, 
which connects the navigable waters of the Red River with those 
of the :Mississippi. 

Among the more important of the numerous small streams are 
Rum ~iver, valuable for lumbering; Vermilion River, furnishing 
extensive water-power and possessing some of the finest cascades 
in the United States; the Crow, ]3!ue Earth Root, Sauk, Le 
Sueur, Zumbro, Cottonwood, Long Prairie, Red ,;v-ood, Waraju, 
Pejuta Ziza, l\fauja, ,Vakan, Buffalo, \Vild Rice, Plum, Sand Hill, 
Clear \Yater, Red Lake, Thief, Black, Red Cedar, and Des Moines 
rivers; the St. Louis River, a large stream flowing into Lake 
Superior, navigable for twenty--one miles from its lake outlet, and 
furni bing a water-power at its falls said to be equal to that of 
the Falls of the MissisRippi at St. Anthony, and many others, 
besides all the innumerable hosts of first and secondary tributaries 
to all the larger streams. 

* * * * * * 
LAKES.-Lake Superior, the largest body of fresh water on the 

globe, forms a portion of the eastern boundary of l\Iinnesota, giv
ing it 167 miles oflake coast, with one of the best natural harbors 
and breakwaters, at Du Luth, Minnesota, to be found on any 
coast. When the Superior and .Mississippi Railroad is completed, 
connecting the commercial center of the State with Lake Supe
rior, a large lake commerce will spring into existence. 

Besides, the whole surface of the State is literally begemmed 
with innumerable lakes, estimated by Schoolcraft at 10,000. 
They arc of all sizes, from 500 yards in diameter to 1 0 miles. Their 
picturesque beauty ancl loveliness, with their pebbly bottoms, 
transparent waters, wooded shores and sylvan associations, must 
be seen to be fully appreciated. They all abound in fish, black 
and rock bass, pickerel, pike, perch, cat, sunfish, &c., of superior 
quality ancl flavor; and in the spring and fall they are the haunts 
of innumerable duck, geese, and other wild fowl. In some places 
they are solitary, at others found in groups or chains. Many are 
without outlets, others give rise to meandering and meadow
bordered brooks. These lakes act as reservoirs for water, pene
trating the soil, and by their exhalations giving rise to summer 
showers during dry weather. Prof. l\faury says of .l\Iinnesota, 
that although far from the sea, it may be considered the best 
watered State in the Union, and it doubtleas owes its abundance 
of summer rains measurably to this lake system. 

* * * * * * 
FoRESTS.-ln the northern part of the State is an immense 

forest region estimated to cover upwar<l. of 21,000 square miles, 
constituting one of the great sources of health and industry of the 
State. The prevailing wood of this region is pine, with a consid
erable portion of ash, birch, maple, elm, poplar, &c. West of the 
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Mississippi, lying bet:weeu it. and tho l\Iinnesota, an_d e'.'tending 
south of that stream, is the Big \V oods, about 100 IDiles m length 

, and 40 miles wide. This district is full of lakes, and broken by 
small openings. The prevailing woods are oak, maple, elm, ash, 
basswood butternut black walnut, and hickory. Besides these 
two large 'forests, nedrly a~l the streams are fringed with woodland, 
and dense forests of considerable extent cover the valleys. The 
extensiYe bottoms of the 1\-ii sis ippi, 1\Iinnesota, ancl Blue Earth, 
are covered with a heavy growth of white and black walnut, 
maple, boxwood, hickory, linden, and cottonwood. The valleys 
of the Zumbro and Root rivers support large tracts of forest 
growth. They are fonnd more or less in vVaba~haw, Dodge? Steel, 
Fillmore 1\Iower, Freeborn, Olmsted, ancl contiguous counties. 

But the oak openings, distribute~ in groves and large parks 
through the uplands along the m_a~·gms of t~e numerous st!·eam;,, 
form a large resource of the prame population for domestic and 
mechanical purposes. Toward the weste~·n boundary of the 
State the timber becomes more scanty, and 1t assumes more ~he 
character of a v~st prairie region, dotted here anu there ~1th 
groves and belts of timber, fringing the Red River an~ the ~mor 
streams. The choice timbered Jana and oak opemngs will be 
first . elected by the settler, and the treeless prairies of the west
ern frontier will be covered with timber in a few years, as soon 
as the annual scourge of the prairie fire is checked. Wherever 
these fires are arrested the land is soon covered by a dense 
growth of timber. . . . . . 

SorLs.-The preva1lmg soil of 1\Imnesota 1s a dark, calcaro~us, 
sandy loam, containing a variol~S i~1terrui~ture of c~ay, abonndmg 
in mineral salts and in orgamc mgrechonts, clenved from th~ 
accumulation of decomposed ve~eta~le ~3:tter_ for long ages ot 
growth and decay. The sand, of which s1hc~ 1s the base, fo1:ms 
a larcre proportion of this, as of all good so~ls. It play~ an im
portant part in the economy of growth, and is an. essentrnl con
stituent in the orcranism of all cereals. About sixty-seven per 
cent. of the ash ol'the stems of wheat, corn, rye, barley, oats and 
sugar-cane, is plll'e silica, or flint: It is this which gives tho 
<Ylazed coatincr to the plants, and gives strength to the stalk. 0 

PRODUCTS OF TUE SorL.-The following table shows the st~plc 
agricultural products of l\Iinnesota, and about the average yielcl 
per acre:-

Crops. Av. No. bushels per ncrc. 
Wheat ...... .. ............. 22.05 
Rye .......... ... .. ........ 21.56 
Barley. . . . . . . . • ........ ... 33.23 
Oats ........... ............. 42.39 
Buckwheat ................. 20.00 
Corn ........... . .... . . ... .. 35.67 
Potatoes.. . . . . ............. 208. 00 

Crops. .Av. No. bushels per ncrc. 
Sweet potatoes.............. 150.00 
Beans . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 15,00 
Ile mp lint, (pounds) .•....... 1, 140.00 
Flax lint.............. .. . . . 750.00 
Sorghum, (uallons ~irup)..... . 100.00 
Ray, (tons)......... ..... .. 2. I 2 
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The above table is compiled from the census of 1860, and vari
ous other sources, and gives only the average yield of the crops 
mentioned, and may be taken as a fair sample of the averao-e for 
the State at large, one year with another. It must be und r~tood, 
however, that on the prevailing soil of Minnesota, with manuring 
and careful cultivation, the actual yield is often nearly double the 
above figures. Potatoe , for instance, set down at 208, on good 
soil, and ordinary cultivation, will ea ily yield 300 bushels per 
acre; wheat 35, corn 40, and other crops in proportion. In 1865, 
from 400,000 acres of wheat in Minnesota there was harvested 
the ·enormous crop of 10,000,000 bu hel , being an average yield 
of 25 bushels to the acre. Nor was that year's crop considered 
any thing extraordinary for our soil. 

WIIEAT is one of the chief staples of agriculture in Minnesota, 
and is comparatively exempt from the dan~ers to which it is ex
posed in other States-drought, ru t, smut, msects, &c. 

I!A Y.-* * * The luxuriant growth of the native grasses, which 
cover the "immense surface of natural meadow-land formed by 
the alluvial bottoms of the intricate network of streams which 
everr:vhere intersect the country," and which "are as rich and 
nutntious in this latitude as the best exotic varieties," render cul
tivation unneces ary. The average yield of these grasses is 2.12 
tons per acre, 60 per cent. greater than that of the great hay State 
of Ohio, which, according to the Commissioner of Statistics of that 
State, is It tons per acre. 

* * . * * * * * * 
Perhaps in no State in the Union does the soil so surely and 

amply reward labor, or yield larger products for the amount of 
labor bestowed on it. It is easily cleared of weeds, and once 
clean, its warm, forcing nature enables the crop to speedily out
strip all noxious growths. Two good thorough workmgs usually 
insures a good growth of almost any cultivated crop. 

* * * * * * * * 
_F_RUITS.-Our climate is evidently not so well adapted to fruit

ra1smg as that of some other States south of us. Still sufficient 
of most kind may be raised to supply the home demau'd. 

* * * * * * * * 
Trrn G_ROWING SEASON rn MlNNESOTA.-ln Minnesota, during 

the growmg sea on, we find all those conditions mo t favorable to 
agricult~·e present in a m~rk~d degree. Its mean spring tem
perature 1s 45.6 degrees, which 1s the same as that of central Wis
consin, northern Illinois, northern Ohio, central and southern 
Penn ylvania, and New Jersey, 2½ degrees south of it. Its sum
m~r temp~ra~ure is 70.~ degrees, corresponding with that of 
middle llhno1s and Oh10, southern Pennsylvania, Long Island, 
and N cw Jersey, 5 degrees south of it. 

The season of vegetation in :Minnesota, in common with that of 
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the upper belt of the temperate zone, is embraced between the 
first of April and tho first of October. 

* * * ' * * * * * 
FRO T.-The period of total exemption from frost in Minnesota, 

varies from four to five and a half months, which allows ample 
time for the perfection of all the annual crops. The frost is ~en
erally entirely out of the ground, which is then ready for plantrng, 
the last of April and first of May. The first fall of frost takes place 
with great regularity about the middle of September, though some
times delayed till tho middle of October. Minnesota is not exposed 
to late and early frosts more than the l\fiddle and vVestern States. 
The peculiar clryness of tlie air also enables vegetation to resist 
light frosts, which in other localities would prove disastrous. This 
fact is exemplified by the frost of June 41 1859, which was gen
eral nearly all over the United States. In Ohio, Indiana, and Illi
nois, it was universally destructive; ice formed one-third inch 
thick in Ohio; but in Minne ota no damage whatever was done 
to field crops. On account of this dryness, the temperature may 
fall considerably below the freezing point at times, without produ
cing frost. The dryness of the atmosphere, notwithstanding the 
abundance of the summer rains, is also very important on account 
of the protection it gives wheat and oats from rust, smut, and 
insects, which often seriously injure the wheat fields of moister 
climates. 

* * * * * * * * 
LAND.-ln Minnesota, rea,l estate is low, land iii' extremely cheap 

(owing to the large surplus yet unoccupied), while its products 
command the first prices. Wheat, oats, corn, potatoes, and in 
fact all that the farme1· raises, find a ready market for cash at 
home. 

* * * * * * * * 
A man with a small, but high-priced farm in the old States can 

dispose of it for sufficient to set himself up well in Minnesota, and 
procure a farm for each of his children besides ; and these farms, 
m a few years, will be as valuable as the one in the old State is 
now. The fortunes made by farmers here within a few years, 
would scarcely be credited in the older States. 

* * * * * * * * 
• STocK-RAISING.-For raising cattle and horses, Minnesota is 

fully equal to Illinois; and for sheep-growino- it is far superior. 
According to established laws of nature, cold climates require a 
larger quantity and finer quality of wool or fur than warm ones, 
hence the fur and wool-bearing animals are found in perfection 
only in northern regions. The thick coat of the sheep especially 
identifies it with a cold country; the excessive heat to which their 
wool subjects them in a warm climate generates disease. The 
fleece of Minnesota sheep is remarkably fine and heavy, and 
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they are not subject t~ the rot and other diseases so disastrous 
to sheep in warm and moist localities. It is asserted by stock
growers, that sheep brouo-ht here while sufferino- with the rot 
speedily become healthy;"' and the same has beer~ said of horses 
with heaves and shortness of breath. The sleek and velvety 
appearance of horse here in summer time, gives them the appear
ance of highly kept stallions. The cattle raised here are also 
remarkably healthy, the unanimous testimony of butchers being 
that they seldom meet with a diseased liver. 

Hogs also do extremely well here, and the abundance and 
certainty of the grain crop enables farmers to raise them as 
cheaply as el ewhere. 

All stoc~ re9-uires shelter during the winter in this climate, but 
the neccs 1ty 1s no greater than in Indiana, Ohio, and Illinois. 
The washing, chilling, and debilitating winter rains of those 
States arc far more injurious to out stock than our severest cold. 
All the_shelter which st~ck req~ires here is that readily furnished 
bf the immense s_traw piles wluch accumulate_ from the thrashing 
of the annual gram crop. A framework of rails or poles is made, 
and the straw thrown over it, leaving the south side open. Under 
this cattle stand, feed on the straw in perfect security from the 
inclemencies of the severest winter. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
11fINNESOTA SCENERY, &c.-The scenery of Minnesota has at-

tr~~ted the a~ten~ion of many writers, painters, anJ poets, and 
elicited eulogies m pro e and verse, ever since the first white 
man stood on the brink of St. Anthony's Falls, or listened to 
the gleeful splashing of Minnehaha. The brilliant purity, dry
ness, and elasticity of the air, bringing every object out with 
bold, distinct outlines, lends a peculiar charm to the lovely 
scenery which everywhere abounds. The nights, particularly, 
are serene and beautiful beyond description. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
Pro£ Maury says:-" There is in this territory a greater num- · 

ber of these lovely sheets of laughing water than in all the 
country beside . They give variety and beauty to the land cape; 
they soften the air, and lend all their thousand charms and attrac
tions to make this goodly land a lovely place of resiclencc." 

* * * * * * * * * .j: 

These lakes all abound in fi h, superior in flavor and quality to 
~ho e of the sluggish stre_ams of the w· estern States. Many leap
mg brooks, fed by springs, arc pure and cold as mountain 
streams, and abound in speckled trout. To the disciples of Izak 
Wal ton, Minne ota i a perfect paradi e. To one fond of the 
sport, nothing could be more delightful than to drive out to one of 
these lovely sheets of water, spending the heat of the day on then· 
shady shores, and the morning and evening in a small boat, with 
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ro(l and tackle. In the spring and fall, these lakes are all covered 
with ducks and other water-fowl, affording rare amusement for 
the sportsman. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
From the first of ]\fay until the first of August, fishing is the 

principal sport. Sometimes wild pigeou , which often breed in 
our woods, may be shot in great numbers in June. After the 
first of August, till frost, fowling commences, and the gun and 
<log take the place of hook and tackle. The first of August in 
Minnesota is what the first of September is in England, when the 
game law permits the shooting of prairie chickens, phea ants, 
grouse, &c., which abound everywhere. The larger game, such 
as deer, elk, ancl occasionally a bear or buffalo, come in with cold 
weather, and continue till spring. In the fall and spring, ducks 
and geese are found plentifully in every little lake. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
When clothed in the sylvan garments of summer, decked with 

the floral gems of a thousand fragrant prairies, and lighted by 
the gorgeous tints of its sun hine, or mellowed and softened by 
the dreamy haze of the "Indian summer" of the autumn months, 
nothing could surpass the scenery of Minnesota, diversified as it 
is with rock-ribbed hills and slumbering valleys, woodland and 
prairie, lofty and rugged bluffs, ravines, gorges, cataracts, cas
cades, eternal springs of limpid purity, and leaping streams 
which never dry. 

CLIMATE AND SaLUBRITY.-Minnesota, owing to the large lakes 
east and n01-th of it, and the va t arid plains, extending from 
latitude 35° to latitude 47° west of it, enjoys a mean spring 
temperature of 45°, warmer than Chicago 2½0 south of it, and 
equal to southern Michigan, central New York, and l\Iassa
chusetts; a summer mean of 70°, equal to central New York, 
central \Visconsin, northern Pennsylvania, and northern Ohio, 
four degrees south of us; an autumnal mean of 45°, equal to 
New Hampshire, central Wisconsin, and central Michigan, 21-0 

south of us; a winter mean of 16°, similar to northern \Visconsi'i-i 
northern l\Iichigan, central V crmont, and ew Hampshire, o~ 
the same line of latitude, but nearer the ocean ; while its climate, 
for the entire year, beino- a mean of 45° is similar to that of 
central Wi consin? New Ilampshire, and ~entral New York, two 
degrees south of 1t. \Ve thus have an annual range of temper
ature from the summer of southern Ohio to the winter of Mon
treal. 

* * * * * * * * * * 
The assertion that the climate of Minnesota is one of the 

he~lthiest !n the world, may be broadly and confidently made. 
It 1s sust~rned_ by the almost unanimous te timony of the thou
sands of mrnhds who have sought its pure and bracing air, and 
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recovPred from consumption and other diseases after they had 
been given up as hopeless by their home physicians; it is sustained 
by the experience of its inhabitants fo1· twenty years; and it is 
sustained by the published statistics of mortality in the different 
States. 

Minnesota is entirely exempt from malaria, and consequently 
the numerous diseases known to arise from it, such as chills and 
fever, autumnal fever , ague cake or enlarged spleen, enlaraement 
of the liver, &c., dropsy, disea es of the kidueys, affection; of the 
eye, and various bilious diseases, and derangements of the stomach 
and bowels, although so~etimes arising from other causes, are 
often due wholly to malanous agency, and are only temporarily 
relieved by medicine, becau e the patient is constantly exposed 
to the malarious influence which generates them. Enlargement 
of the liver and spleen is very common in Southern and South
western State . vVe are not only free from those ailments, but 
by coming to Minnesota, often without any medical treatment at 
all, patients speedily recover from this cla s of disea es· the mias
matic poison being soon eliminated from the syste~, and not 
being exposed to its further inception, the functions of health are 
gradually resumed. 

Diarrhea and dysentery are not so preYalent as in warmer 
latitudes, and are of a milder type. Pneumonia and typhoid 
fever are very seldom met with, and then merely as sporadic 
cases. 

Diseases of an epidemic character never have been known to 
prevail here. "Even that dreadful scourge, diphtheria, which 
like a destroying angel, swept through portions of the country'. 
leaving desolation in its train, passed us by with scarce a grave 
to mark its course. The diseases common to infancy and child
hood partake of the same mild character, and seldom prove fatal." 
This is the language of l\Irs. Colburn, an authoress, and the ex
perience of physicians corroborates this opinion. 

That dreadful sco~rgc of the human family, the cholera, is alike 
unknown here. Dunn~ the summer of 1866, while hundreds were 
daily- cut down by this visitation in New York, Cincinnati, St. 
Louis, and other places, and it prevailed to an alarming extent 
in Chicago, not a single ca e made its appearance in Minnesota. 

Another, and a very large clas of invalids, which derive great 
benefit from the climate of Minnesota, arc those whose systems 
have become relaxed, debilitated, and broken down by over
taxation of the mental and physical energies, dyspepsia, &c. 

* * * * * * * 
Dr. Chas. A. Leas, United States Consul at Madeira, who has 

resided in Russia, Sweden, Central America, and Madeira, in the 
service of the Government, under date of September IO, 1866, 
writes: "I have made the subject of climate, as a curative agent 
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in consumption, a special study, and in connection with my an
nual report to the State Department at vVashington-just now 
sent on-I have entered somewhat into detail upon that subject, 
and have endeavored to show, from observation, that consump
tion, in its earlier stages, is best relieved by a visit to, and resi
dence of greater or less extent in, high northern latitudes, instead 
of warm climates, as is the usnal custom. I have further sug
gested l\linnesota as one of the finest climates for that purpose." 

* * * * * * * 
Without asserting that all persons afflicted with pulmonary 

disease will invariably recover in Minnesota, it may be safely 
claimed that no climate under heaven offers equal advantages to 
this class of invalids. While it is undoubtedly true that a larger 
percentage of those in the early stages of the disease will recover, 

' there can be no doubt but that those in the second and third 
stages often get well here. No physician can foretell the result 
of a trial. The only method of deciding the question is by actual 
residence. There are those here, whom no one would take to be 
consumptives, who have had but one lung for ove1· ten years. 
Many come too bte, or coming in time, continue here the over
taxation of mind or body, or other unhealthy habits, which first 
broke them down. Their friend blame the climate, if they fail 
to recover; but the fact is well establi bed that any case within 
the reach of climatic influence will get well here, if anywhere. 
Another fact, equally well established, is, that a pe1·manent 1·esi
dence here is better, in order to render the cure permanent. :Many 
instances might be cited where invalids, after spending a year or 
so here, and apparently got well, have gone East and died of the 
disea e; of others, experiencing a return of the old symptoms, 
and making a second recovery after returning to Minnesota. 
Many cases, however, are cured, or greatly benefited by a sojourn 
of a few months. 

W .A.TER-POWER.-1'.fr. J. A. WHEELOCK, State Commissioner of 
Statistics, says:-

:Minne ota possesses a more ample and effective water-power 
than New En&land. The falls and rapids of St. Anthony alone, 
with _a total 9-esccnt of ~ixty-four feet, ,affords an available hy
draulic capacity, accordmg to an experienced and competent 
engineer, of 120,000 horse power. This is considerably greater 
than the whole motive-power-steam and water-employed in 
textile manufactures in England in 1 50, and nearly seven tim<'s 
as great as the water-power so employed. 

The St. Crob:: Falls, which are only second to St. Anthony 
Falls in hydraulic power, are similarly, though somewhat less 
advantageously situated at the head of navigation upon a tribu
tary of the Mississippi. · Except the Minnesota, nearly every 
t£ibutary of the Mississippi, in its rapid and broken descent to 
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the main stream, affords valuable mill sites. The Mississippi 
itself, in its descent from its Itasca summit to Fort Snelling, in 
which it falls eight hundred and thirty-six feet, or over sixteen 
inches per mile, is characterized by long steps of slack water, 
broken at long intervals by abrupt transitions in the character 
of the rocks which forms its bed, and forming a fine series of fall 
and rapids available for hydraulic work. Pokegoma Falls, Little 
Falls, ::lauk Rapids, aml St. Anthony Falls, are the chief of these. 
But the Elk, Rum, St. Croix, and numuerless smaller streams one 
the east slope of the lississippi, the Sauk, Crow, Vermilion, 
Cannon, Zurn bro, Minneiska, Root, and their branches, nearly all 
the tributaries of the :Minnesota, and a multitude of streams be
sides, in their abrupt descent over broken beds of limestone or 
sandstone, through long and winding valleys or ravines, with a 
fall of from three to eight feet per mile, afford an unlimited 
abundance of available water-power to nearly every county in 
the State. This diffusion of hydraulic power throughout the 
whole State is a feature whose value as an element of develop
ment can scarcely be overestimated, as it gives to every neigh
borhood the means of manufacturing its own flour and lumber, 
and affords the basis of all those numerous local manufactures 
which enter into the industrial economy of every northern com
munity. 

:MINERAL REsouRcEs.-Go1d quartz has lately been found in 
Carlton County, and gold and silver at Lake Vermilion, about 
eighty miles northwest of the head of Lake Superior. In 
reference to the latter, we quote from the official Report of the 
U. S. Commissioner, TAYLOR, Washington, May 2, 1868 :-

" These quartz veins were ascertained in 1865-6 to be aurifer
ous; a specimen weighing three pounds, containing copper pvrites, 
was forwarded by the Governor of. l\Iinnesota to the Mint in 
Philadelphia, and, upon assay, was found to contain $2.63 of gold, 
and $4.4-2 of silver, per ton of 2,000 lbs. The State Geologist, Mr. 
II. II. EAMES, reported an abundant supply of quartz and equal 
in richness. Other a, says iu New York, in one instance by officers 
of the U nitcd States Assay office, exhibited results from $10 to 
$35 per ton. Profe sor BLANEY, of Chicago, described a vein 10 
feet in width, at the foot of a shaft of 50 feet, which was 
'indubitably gold-bearing,' and added, that specimens taken 
from its central portion, a proven by a say, would be sufficient 
in California, Colorado, and other succe sfol mining regions, to 
warrant further exploration. Washings of the drift, near the 
veins opened, have produced gold, but in limited quantities." 

A ton of quartz from the Vermilion mines, recently reduced at 
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St. Paul, is said to have yielded eight pounds of bullion, valued 
at between 400 and $500. The question of the general product
i vcness remains to be determined. 

Copper and iron ores arc found in the northern part of the 
State. Coal, copper, and iron in Nicollet County. Iron of good 
quality, also large beds of excellent potter's clay, are found. 

We extract the following from the last Report of Surveyor
General N unrno, of Minnesota:-

.FACILITIES FOR EXTERNAL AND INTER AL COMMUNICATION.
The steam boat bu iness of Minnesota is, as yet, confined to the 
Mississippi, the l\Iinne ota, and St. Croix rivers. The North
western Union Packet Company own eleven first-class packets, 
twenty stern-wheel steamers, an<l. from one hundred and thirty to 
one hundred and forty barges, ancl employ over two thousand 
men. Their boats ply between Dubuque and St. Paul, and be
tween La Crosse and St. Paul This company has also regular 
lines on the St. Croix and l\Iinnesota rivers for passengers and 
freight. The Northern Linc, plying between St. Louis and St. 
Paul, consists of nine or ten first-class side-wheel packets, eight 
stern-wheel steamers, and sixty or more barges. A boat leaves 
St. Louis and St. Paul daily. 

RAILROAD SYSTEllr.-In 1857, Congress made a land grant of 
four and a half million acres to l\Iinnesota for railroad purposes. 
In 1864, an additonal grant was made. These acts grant ten 
sections (6,400 acres) of land for each mile of road to be built in 
compliance therewith. These lines are as follows :-

Fm T DrvISION OF ST. PAUL AND PACIFIC RAILROAD-from 
Stillwater, via St. Paul and St. Anthony, to the western bound
ary of the State, near Big Stone Lake, 220 miles. This road is 
completed and in operation from St. Paul to Lake Minnetonka 
(fifteen miles west of Minneapolis), twenty-five miles. A branch 
line of this road is completed, and cars running thereon to St. 
Cloud, seyenty miles from St. Anthony, and eighty miles from St. 
Paul. 

MINNESOTA VALLEY RAILROAD-from St. Paul up the valley 
of the Minnesota River to l\Iankato; thence in a southwesterly 
direction to the Iowa line, in range 42 west; distance to State 
line, 170 miles. Completed and in operation from St. Paul, 60 
miles, and is being rapidly pushed forward. 

Tim MINNESOTA CENTRAL RAILROAD-a line from St. Paul 
and Minneapoli Qunction at Mendota) running nearly due south, 
via Faribault and Owatonna, to the Iowa line; completed and in 
operation to Austin, 105 miles, where a junction is formed with 
the l\IcGregor Western RaihYay, giving all rail connection with the 
east and south, viet Prairie du Chien. 

1(j 
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T1rn WINONA AND ST. PETER RAILROAD-a line from Winona, 
via St. Peter, to the western boundary of the State; completed, 
and cars running from ,vinona, west, 100 miles or more. Th e 
line when completed, will be 250 miles long. It intersect the 
Minnesota Central at Owatonna. 

Trrn SOUTHERN MINNESOTA R ,uLROAD-a line from La Cres
cent, through the southern tier of counties of the State, to the 
western boundary, completed and operated to Rushford, 30 miles; 
whole length of line, 250 miles. 

LAKE SUPERIOR L"'{D MISSISSIPPI RAILROAD-a line from St. 
Paul to the head of Lake Superior, in l\Iinnesota. The di tance 
is about 150 miles. Thirty miles have been graded, starting at 
St. Paul, and work is now being vigorously prosecuted on the line. 

r onTIIERN PACIFIC RAILROAD-a line crossing the State from 
Lake Superior to the Red RiYcr. Engineers are now making a 
survey of the two trial lines for this road. 

Il.\.STINGS AND RED RIVER RAILROAD-a line from Ilastings 
tlfrough the counties of Dakota, cott, Carver, :1\IcLeod, &c., to 
the we tern boundary of the tate. Twenty miles are graded. 

WrxONA BRANCH OF ST. PAUL AND PACIFIC RAILROAD--from 
St. Paul to Winona, along the valley of the Mississippi RiYcr. ThiR 
line has been surveyed, ten miles of the grading completed, and 
the company propose to build and equip the road at an early day. 

From the Report of the Department of Argriculture, April, 
186 :-

PRICES OF UNIMPROVED LAND.-Returns from about 25 coun
ties of the more thickly settled portions of this hio-hly prosperous 
and rapidly advancing State, indicate au averag; increa ·c of at 
least 100 per cent. in the value of farm lands in the snrveyecl diA
tricts, as compared with the censns of 1860. The lands embra
cing nearly the whole upper half and a portion of the south
we tern counties of the State have not yet uccn surveyecl and pnt 
in market by the Government; arc uninhabited or settled only by 
Indians ::m<l. traders, and are not, of course, con. idered in making 
up the average increase. No conn t y reports an active decrea e in 
Yalu0 of farm lanils, though ~Iorrison, sparsely settled, and Ca~s, 
just coming into market, report no change in price since 1860; 
and TI.am, ey, in which the capital is located, aml where land!-\ 
were held very high at that date, reports little if any athance. 
Brown, Nicollet, and "\Yatonwan claim an increase of 30-0 per 
cent., the first-named somewhat, higher; \Vabashaw, 250 per 
cent.; Carlton and Carver, 125 to 150 per cent.; J\lower, Free
born, and Faribault, 100 p r cent.; Dodge, 70 per cent.; H.ice 
and ,v a. hington, 50 per cent.; Ilouston, vVinona, Le Suenr, and 
Scott, 25 to 33 per cent., and several others ranging from 5 to 
25 per cent. 
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Vast quantities of Government lands are yet unsold, an<l. may 
be purchasc<l. at the minimum price of 1.25 per acre, or entered 
as homesteads nnder acts of Congress making provision therefor. 
In the counties which have been taken up, however, the wild or 
unimproved lands are held at higher figures, running from 2 per 
acre upward. In Carlton such lands command '3 per acre, 
loamy, but in small tracts light and sandy; in general fertile, an<l. 
well adapted to winter wheat, root , all kinds of grain (except 
Indian corn), also timothy and clover. In Crow Wing, 2.50 per 
acre; Morrison, containing public land , 1.25 per acre; a portion 
first-class, others light; generally well timbered; presents rare 
advantages for settlement under the homestead laws. Monon
galia and Wright, ·5 per acre; prairie and timber, clay sub oil, 
soil dark, deep, and rich, capable of producing excellent wheat 
and small grain. Washington,. 8 per acre; the sonthern half of 
the county mostly prairie of the best quality; with good cultiva
tion it, will produce 40 bushels of wheat to the acre; in the north
ern part the land is more broken ancl covered with bur oak; the 
soil is stiff; produces good crops of wheat and oats, graRs, &c. 
CarYer, 88 per acre; timber and meadow; oil goorl, capable of 
producing all crops uitecl to the latitude; eYeral beautiful lake 
in the county, affording an abundance of good fish and pure 
water. Scott; nearly all the unimproved land in this county i 
either mar,;h or woodland; the former at this time has but little 
market value, but its prospective value is great for forage pur
po es, it being susoeptiblc of easy and cheap drainage, and thus 
improved and sown to timothy ancl red-Lop gras es would become 
enduring and first-rate meadows, an important item when stock i. 
kept up half the year; woodlands now command $15, and in the 
course of a decade of years will a,·eragc not less than $50 per acre. 
Rice, "·7 per acre, with land c;imilar to that just de cribed, timber 
a.nu low laud. Le Sueur, G to ·10 per acre; land rolling, deep, 
sandy soil, capable of producing large crops of wheat, oats, corn, 
potatoes, &c., for a long series of years without manure. icollct, 

2.50 to 10 per acre; rolling prairie, friable, black loam, with 
clay ubsoil, will produce wheat and other cereals, &c. In Brown 
County a portion of the "Sionx resen·e" is in the market at 81.25 
per acre; rolling prairie, soil a rich, black humus, about two feet 
thick. Watonwan, '7.50 per acre; black, sandy loam, on clay 
~11bsoil. Faribault, $3 to $6; rolling prairie; good soil. Mower, 
$0; level prairie; good rich :-;oil. Freeborn, $3.50 per acre; suit
able for farming or grazing. Dodge, $12 per acre; mostly good, 
dry, tillable prairie; balance ( except a small percentage of wet 
peat land) timber, worth $20 per acre. ,vabashaw, 12.50 per 
acre; rich prairie. Winona, 5 per acre; good for wheat, corn, 
oats, potatoes, &c. Houston, $7 per acre; soil fertile and pro
d nctive, cRpecially for wheat. There is a vast area or territory 
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yet unsurveyed within the limits of this State, perhaps one-half 
of _the "'.hole State, embracing a Yaricty of soil, resources, &c., 
which will be open to settlers as speedily as the demand shall 
require the Government survey. 

CosT OF OPENING A FARM.-" To break prairie land costs from 
$2.50 to $4 per acre; timber land, of course, much higher. 
Lumber costs from $14 to $17 per thou and feet for fencinrr 
according to the distance from the mills. Posts are made of c~~ 
dar, tamarack, oak, pine, and locust. Machinery does a large part 
of the farm work. We have gang-plows, seed-sower , cultiva
tors, reapers and harvesters, mowers, thrashel'S by horse power 
and steam. Men engage exclusively in these branches-have 
their own machinery, and, going from farm to farm, gathcrin<T a 
man's crop and putting it in market in a few days. Hired ~en 
are procured with but little trouble for farm work, and at prices 
ranging from $16 to 30 per month; hired girls at from 7 to $10. 
The expense of building houses must be gathered by the reader 
from the price of lumber and mechanics' wages. Lumber for 
dwellings costs from '15 to $22 per thousand, and carpenters 
get from $2 to 3.50 per day; brick and stone masons, 
from $2 to 4 per day. Large barns are not required-or, 
at lea t, are seldom found. When the thrashing is done in the 
fall, the straw is thrown upon the timbers constructcu with 
' crotch and rider,' which affords a warm and secure shelter for 
stock in all weather. Farm horses here are worth from $80 to 
to_ 1 0; cow from ~•30 to $45. Ab~ndance of good hay grows 
wild on our marshes ancl meadows, 1s considered equal to the 
Kentucky blue-grass, and by many superior to clover and timo
thy. The expense of living here can be estimated by the prices 
charged for board at hotels and private boarding-houses. The 
prices range from .'·l to ~3. per clay at hotels, and from $1 
to $2 a_t . private boarding-houses. These are the prices in the 
)arger_ c1t1es of the tate, but good accommodations are procured 
m thnfty to~ns and on the shores of attractive lakes, at more 
moderate pnces." 

l\lrscELLANEous.-Among the many curious laws of mirrration 
is one which seems to have prevailed in the settlement of ~,Iinne
sota-it is, that people usually migrate nearly due west. The 
inhabitants arc mainly from the Northern and Eastern States. 
K cw England, especially, is well represented. There are, of 
course? people of all nationalities-many Norwegians, Germans, 
and Insh. "Most of the settlers are plain, hone t, industrious 
farmer , attracted to our State by the salubrity of its climate, 
and the productiveness and cheapnc s of its lands. A h1rrre pro
portion of the population is made up of the best classes fr~m the 
ol~er States, '"."ho have ?ome to r~ap the advantages of our fine 
climate, or to rnvest then· means m property in our fine agricul-
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tural districts and in our rapidly growing towns, where immeni-c 
fortunes have been realized by their rapid and solid growth. 

"vVc rarely see here any of that ruffiani m and lawlessnf'ss 
which in most new States render them unpleasant as a permanent 
residence. It would be as difficult to find a township without its 
'meeting-house' and school-house as in Ohio or Pennsylvania. 
The various relirrious denominations are proportioned among the 
population in about the same ratio as in the older tates." 

In respect to her provision for education, Minnesota is the 

peer of any State in the Union. Two sections of land in every 

township, or about three million acres in all, are devoted to 

the aid of her common schools ; also a tax of one-fourth of one 

per cent. on all taxable property. 

Governor MARSHALL, in his message to the Legislature, Jan

uary 10, 186 , says upon this subject:-

" The additions to the permanent school fund last year were 
$253,871.44. The fund now amounts to $1,587,210.78; 246,126 
acres of land bad been sold up to the clo c of the la t fiscal yC'ar. 
The school lands of the State, when all the public lands are su r
veyed, will amount to about 3,000,000 acre . The fund ultimate
ly to be deri vecl from the e lands will, with a continuance of the 
present pruuent and successful management, amount to fifteen 
million dollars-exceeding the united school funds of Massa
chusetts, New York, and Ohio. There is nothing in the past his
tory or future prospects of the State for which we have so much 
reason to rejoice and be thankful, as for this unequaled endow
ment of common schools-this munificent provision to endure 
through all coming time for the free education of every child of 
the State." 

INTERESTING CORRESPONDENCE. 

We give below extracts from a few of the many letters re

ceived:-
ST. CLOUD, MINN., July 23, 1868. 

DEAR Sm:-* * * Farming lands here are good; soil, a rich 
black loam ; greatest portion prairie land, yet an abundance of 
timber. o mineral or coal, and crops yield largely. Prices : 
Wheat, $1.50; corn, 60c; potatoes, $1. per bushel. Farm labor 
scarce. Trades and professions arc well filled. * * * Reli
gious advantages are good, all sects being represented. Schools 
tolerably fair, and improving. 

The inhabitants are Americans, Germans, Norwegians, Swedes, 
and French, the majority being Germans and Norwegians. 
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Domestic fruit can not be successfully cultivated. Wild small 
fruits in great abundance. Respectfully yours, 

C. W. RICHARDSON. 
To F. B. GODDARD, Esq., New York. 

KASSON Co., MLTI<., July 18, 1868. 

Character of lands in this county-prairie, timber, and oak 
openings, with rivers and creeks. \V ages, 81 to 3 per day
all kinds needed. Clear, pure air, and no sickness. Good 
timber, ~ood limestone. Principal crop, wheat; price, to-day, 
$1.75. uood schools, good churches. Population, Americans, 
Germans, and Scandinavians. * * * * vV e have one of the 
best farming countries in the world, are directly on the railroad, 
and there are great inuucements for capital ancl labor. Arc 
rapidly goi11g ahead. Price of land, from '-! to $50 per acre. 
Lands sold cheap near this point four or five years ago; now com
mand 830 to $50. * * * Land can be bought two to fifteen 
mile from town, wild, from ··3 to $15 per acre. Wheat will 
yield the farmer from 25 to 40 bushels per acre. 

Yours truly, S. G. NELSON. 

~lAPLETON, BLUE EARTH Co., MINN., July 25, 1868. 

l\Ir. F. B. GODDARD :-
Sm :-In reply to your circular, I would say that we live in 

the garden of Minnesota. \Ve have fine, rich land, well watered; 
plenty of grass land; all the timber we want, along the streams, 
for fencing. * * * \Vild land, '5 to 7 per acre; improved 
land, 88 to ·10 per acre, according to nearness to timber. !lands 
to work on farms get ·19 to $20 per month; harvest hands, $3 
per day. I have been 15 years in J\Iinnesota, and believe it is the 
healthiest country I ever lived in or read about. I moved here 
from Brooklyn, N. Y. 

Wheat, oats, corn, barley, and grass are abundant. Crop
wheat, 40 cents below Chicago markets. Five to six schools in 
every township, and meeting every- Sabbath. Population, Amer
icans, and some Scotch and English. People mostly from New 
England, &c. Yours, &c., 

ROBERT TAYLOR. 

JACKSON COUNTY, August 8, 1868. 

* * * This is one of the southern counties, and contains 
twenty townships, each six miles square. It is comparatively 
new, the Indian massacres of 1856 and 1862 having almost entire
ly depopulated the county; hence the population it now contains 
has been gained since 1862. It is one ofthevery best pro~ucing 
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counties in the State. * * * * The Des Moines River runs 
through tbe county, anu a large _ext~nt of_co~ntry ~ill alway· be 
tributary to it. There is no nsk m buildmg nnlls along the 
river. * * * * It is in flouring mills that the greate t pecu
niary profit has been realized in J\Iinnesota for the past ten years. 
* * * ,;, :Men with a thousand or two dollars soon become 

wealthy. 
The class of citizens most needed now are those to open up 

our rich prairie land into farms, though many other branches of 
business can be carried on to advantage. * * * Our com:~ty 
is rapidly filling up with immigrants, who s~e t~at, for location 
&c. &c. tbi sur1)asses almost any other section m the West. 

' ' l 1· . d d * * * Our school anc re 1g1ous a vantages are unsurpa ~e . 
The nationality of the people of Jack on Coun_ty is almost en• 
ti.rely American, save one town, settled exclu 1Yely by Norwe
gians. "N" o better immigrants come to om: 11hores than t_hese same 
Norwegians. They open their farm qt~1cker and raise better 
stock than almost any other class, and qmckly become wealthy. 

Re pectfully, &c., 
G. C. CIIAMBERLIN. 

F. B. GODDARD, Esq., New York. 



IOWA. 

IF in all the broad domain of the United States there is any 

region pre-eminent for its combined advantages of admirable 

territorial position, salubrious climate, the number and size 

of its water-courses, fertility of soil, and sunny beauty of un

dulating scenery, surely it must be the noble State of Iowa. 

Iowa occupies nearly a central position between the two 

oceans, on parallels of latitude which run through the lower 

New England States, portions of New York and Pennsylvania, 

and the northern halves of Ohio, Illinois, and Indiana. Min

nesota bounds it upon the north and :.Missouri upon the south. 

The 1Iissis -ippi and Mfasouri rivers form its eastern and west

ern boundaries, and their innumerable tributaries, many of 

them navigable, traverse the State in every direction. 

The most distinguishing features of Iowa, are its admirably 

diveraified prairies, which cover at least three-fourths of the 

State. These natural meadows, covered with nutritious 

grasses, stretch out in a series of graceful undulations, like the 

swell of the sea, and in the season of flowers are clothed with 

a brilliant vesture of honeysuckles, jessamines, and violets. 

Frequent fringes of hazel or willow indicate the course of clear, 

winding brooks, hastening to swell the tide of larger streams, 

whose grove-belted margins can be traced until the green 

foliage seems to mingle with land and sky, and soften into 

hazy blue. It has been said of Iowa, that the monotony of 

its very beauty and fertility becomes tiresome. 

While there are no mountains in Iowa, portions of its north

ern surface are hilly and rugged, abounding in lakes, and 

rapid rivers tumbling over rocky ledges. This section of Iowa 

is not so well timbered as farther south, and is better adapted 

to grazing than tillage, although possessing frequent valleys 

and stretches of
0

rolling prairie, unsurpassed for beauty and 
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fertility by any portion of the State. Along the Mississippi 
and 11:ii;souri river.;, and others of the larger streams, are nu
merous limestone bluffs, often rising to the height of more tbau 
a hundred feet. Frequently the water-courses have worn 
deep ravines in these bluffs, and carved them into fantastic • 
resemblance of old feudal castles, with turrets, and bastions, and 
battlements. These elevations are generally covered with ver
dure, and slope back into the prairie in successive undulations. 

Io,rn has a length from east to west of 300 miles, and a 
breadth of 208. Its area embraces 55,045 square miles, equal 
to 35,228,800 acres. There are yet to be disposed of in this 
State, more than three million acres of public land. 

Iowa owes its prosperity mainly to its agricultural resources 
and advantages. Prairie farms are easily and cheaply open
ed, and arc more quiekly made profitable than forest lands, 
which must first be cleared. " Compared to the lifetime of 
labor it takes to open a farm in the woods, the facility with 
which one can be established on the prairie is most triking 
and gratifying to the settler; and as sufficient timber for all 
ordinary purposes is generally within rnasonable distance, 
the comparative absenee of forests is not so important as it 
otherwise would be, and artificial groves of that useful ar1d 
ornamental tree, the locust, can be easily and quickly raised. 
Nothing can exceed the beauty of a prairie cottage, surround
ed by its grove of locust, and wherever met with, it marks the 
abode of taste and comfort." 

Emigrants are quick to pereeive these advantages; and the 
vast area of high rolling and easily tilled prairies of Iowa has 
already attracted thither more than a million inhabitants, who 
are noted for intelligence, industry, and patriotism. In other 
respects also, Iowa is unfolding herself, and revealing her 
bounties to those who have the energy to secure them. The 
raising of live stock is an important interest, and has received 
much attention. 

It is estimated that the area of the coal fields of Iowa can 
not be less than 20,000 square miles. These large deposits, in 
conjunction with the abundant water-power afforded by her 
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numerous and unfailing streams, must, under the necessities 
of an a<lvancing civilization, make Iowa prominent as a manu
facturing State. Already this branch of industry has at
tracted a large amount of capital and skilled labor. 

Iowa bas also <lemonstrated her claim to be numbered 
among the great mineral-pro<ludng States of the Union. In 
addition to her coal fields already mentioned, is a large tract 
of te1Titory in the northeastern portion of the State, of which 
Dubuque is the center, which furni hes a considerable propor
tion of the 1ead produced in thi country. These mines are 
very productive, and furnish profitable employment to many 
people. Mines of zinc, copper, and iron, also are known to 
exist in the State, but have not been much developed. 

" The railroatl system of Iowa, in common with all the orth
wcstern State , has rapiJly ex paneled durin<T the la t ten year . In 
1860 the State had six hundred ancl seventy-nine miles of roaJ in 
full operation, representing a capital of '19,494,633. 

"On the 1st of January, 1862, the number of miles completed 
and in progress of construction wa two thousand and eighty
seven; of the e, eight hunclreJ ancl nincty-t"-o had been finished, at 
a cost of '21,382,557. Since that time these lines have been steadily 
prosecute<l ancl others projected. The completion of this system 
will make Council Bluffs, on the l\lissouri River, opposite Omaha, 
the eastern terminus of the Pacific Railroad-the point of inter
section of four extensive lines connecting with the railways of all 
the N orthwe tern tates. The nature of the country renders the 
construction of such lines easy and economical; advantages which 
are fully appreciated and energetically acted upon. The facilities 
of low:;. for domestic trade are very great. The e have been ex
ten ively realized. A very large export and import trade ha 
grown up, which, through the advantages afforded by the rivers 
and railroads of the tate, is enlarging at an acceleratm<T ratio." 

The future of Iowa was never so full of promise as at 
present. All parts of the State are rapidly advancing in pop
ulation, in wealth, and in all that can contribute to the 
fulfillment of its brilliant destiny. 

In reference to the supply of timber in Iowa, PARKER, in 
his ''Iland-Book of Iowa," says:-

Along the streams there are thou ands of acres covered with an 
excellent growth of oak, walnut, ash, lime, maple, hickory, elm, and 
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cottonwood. These varieties differ in different localities. Along
the Iowa and Cedar rivers there is a large amount of oak of all 
yarieties and the Yalley of the Def! Moines is abundantly supplied 
wilh wainut and othcrYaluable timber. I have seen on the banks 
of the :Mh,si sippi a fine a growth of oak as could be desired; 
trees three or four feet in t1iameter, standing in a body, miles in 
leno-th and three miles in width. The l\Ii ,ouri has heavy timber 
all 

0
a]o
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n<T its banks. Hickory and walnut arc abundant on the 
Iowa , kunk, Cedar, and other rivc1~. Besides the full-grown 
timb~r there arc thousands of acres of a vigorous young growth, 
that h;s at last conquered the prairie fires, aml is now rapidly 
comin<T to maturity. In adt1ition to thrse, there i a ya t amount 
of loe1tst bein<T cultivated. This grows here with a rapidity that 
is seldom equaled elsewhere. I luwe ecn trees at the age of ten 
years that would make eight posts of i-nAicient size for fencing. 
'l'hns there is an abundance of timber for present purposes, and 
it i' believed by those best informe(l, that, notwithstanding the 
('Onstant dcm'and, the supply is every day increasing, both from 
natural anJ. cultivated sourceR. 

Ile also thus describes that portion of the tate lying west 
of the Des Moines River, <lesignated as ",V estern Iowa":-

The face of the country, throu<Th this region, is quite different 
from that of all the prairie rcgio1~s east, being more rolling, hilly, 
aml rough; there being le s lough , mire-hol~s, an~ swamps; 
streams of water bcino- more pure, clear, and sw1ft, bemg formeJ 
from thousands of spC::·ino-s, everywhere bursting from the hill
siJes, glens and ravinet The altituJe is con iJerabiy greater 
at thi 'plac~ than at the )fo; issippi, on a line due e~st. Near t½c 
1\lis ouri anJ all the large streamfl, high and precipitous mountam 
bluffs range up and down the ~tre::.m. , while the region contiguous 
i· generally very rough and hilly; bn~ graduallyt as it e~tcnds 
back becomes more even, :ind finally, JUSt beautifully rolling as 
it as~encls to higher grounds toward the divid0g ridges. ~l'he 
valleys formetl by this roughness of smface are immensely rich, 
of very easy cultivation, and cap:1.ble of producing to an enormous 
extent; and, what i a strange peculiarity, the m:ops are ~ot ma
terially affected by either flood or drought, the soil possessmg the 
peculiarity of sustaining aml maturing crops through sever and 
prolongecl drought. The river bottoms arc sometimes. extremely 
wide, beautifu1, and level; in some places the :Missouri hot tom 1s 
fifteen or twenty miles wid , with an occasional fine, clear lake, 
well tored with excellent fish. 

The hi<Thest hills are covered with verdure, grass, or timber, 
and, if cultivated, would produce good crops of various kinds of 
grain or vegetables. .Although the soil is light, and to appear-
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ancc poor, it is loose and sandy, and very easy to cultivate. The 
soil on the bottoms and in the valleys is a black, rich, sanely loam, 
and often from five to ten feet in depth. 

Throughout the whole region, fiuc rivers, creeks, and smaller 
streams of water occur, which afford an abundance of power for 
mills and machinery; and the enclleRs number of springs and 
small rivulets fnrni~h an abundant upply for farming uses and 
stock. Every lake and stream of any size is alive with excellent 
fish. 

Cu.,rATE, IlEALTu, &c.-Onr climate is one of the most delight
ful in nature. Our spring usually commences in l\larch, and by 
the mid<lJe of April the prairies are green, with mild, beautiful 
weather. In l\lay, all the face of nature is covered with flowers, 
and the foliage of the prairies bends before the breeze like the 
waves of an enchanted lake, whilst the whole atmosphere is 
scented with the breath of flowers. At all seasons of the year, a 
gentle breeze is fanning the prairie", and a day is never so sultry 
but that a cooling breath comes to moderate the melting temper
ature. The evening twilights are beautiful, in most seasons of 
the year, continuing nearly two hours after sun et. Ten months 
in the year our road are hard, smooth, and dry. In autumn, the 
weather, with little exception, is usually pleasant and fine until 
near December. \Vinter brings us very little snow, some years 
not amounting to more than six or eight inches altogether; the 
weather through the winter being mo tly macle up of cool, sun
shiny days and clear frosty night . High, dry, salubrious, and 
rolling, with most excellent water and a bracing atmosphere, 
consumption was never known to seize a victim here. On the 
streams the ague and fever sometimes intrudes, with fevers, occa
sionally, of other types; but, a the country becomes settled and 
cultivated, these disappear and are unknown. 

In order that the emigrant may more clearly comprehend 
the surface features, productions, and general resources of' 
Iowa, we propose to give, somewhat in detail, a description 
of several characteristic or representative counties of the 
State, which, in a general way, will apply to all. With va
rious inconsiderable local modifications, the same climate, 
fertility of soil, and natural advantages, extend throughout the 
State. 

We find in the Iowa State Register, a leading and influen
tial journal, a series of interesting articles upon Iowa counties, 
which we are assured have been carefully prepared, and may 
be received as reliable. Beginning with a county lying on 
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the Missouri, opposite the mouth of the Platte River, in the 

western border of the State, we extract:-

.MrLLs CouNTY.-Thi. is gene1·ally conceded to he one of the 
best counties in the State, in the character of its soil, ancl its gen
rral advantages, for agricultural purposes. It is making rapid 
progress in population ancl wealth. A larger area of the land 
has this year been brought into cultivation than in any four 
years heretofore. Farm arc being opened, buildings erected, 
and orchards planted, in all part of the county. It contains 
alt·eady many independent farmer , who have amassed fortunes 
from the products of its generous soil. * * * 

SURF.ACE FE.ATUREs.-The bottom along the Missouri River is 
from three to seven miles in width, and comprise nearly one
fourth of the territory. This bottom is a deep, sandy loam, of 
extraordinary fertility, producing as fine crops of corn as may be 
found in any part of the world. Adjacent to these bottom lands, 
and stretching irregularly with the general course of the river, 
rise the bold bluffs of the Missouri. In many places they rise so 
abruptly as to seem almost perpendicular, and present to the be
holder a grand appearance, when seen at a di ta.nee. They pre
sent toward the river a continueJ succession of projecting spurs, 
with small, deep, intervening valleys, generally lined with a small 
growth of timber. Occasionally larger valleys break through the 
bluffs, discharging small rivulets, having their source in springs 
a few miles back. Tlle general elevation of the bluffs is remark
ably uniform. The bluffs, and the narrow strip of broken land 
adjacent, form a division, or belt, of perhaps a mile wide, between 
the bottoms and the available prairie land. The general surface 
of the prairie is high and rolling. But little of it is &o broken as 
to be undesirable for cultivation. The soil is a light loam, with 
no clay subsoil. The valleys along the several streams which 
pass thro"ugh the county are large, and as fertile as any to be 
found elsewhere. * * * * * 

TnrnEn.-Mills County, as a whole, is well supplied with tim
ber. It is estimated that over one-tenth of the surface is covered 
with timber. The principal varieties are bur-oak, pin-oak, black 
walnut, hickory, white-ash, reel elm, white elm, hackbeny, mul
berry, maple, linn, and cottonwood. The groves of stately cotton
wood along the l\Iissouri bottom, furnish a large -portion of the 
fencing aml building material to the county. There are many 
steam saw-mills engaged along the river, sawing lumber, almost 
e:clusivcly from the cottonwood. The bluffs contiguous to the 
nvcr bottom afford a large quantity of hard wood, while on Keg 
Creek, aboYe and below Glenwood, arc mn.ny fine groveR. The 
extensive and beautiful valley of the Nifllrnabotna i~ not so well 
supplied with timber. It will be seen that while the west half 
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of the county is abundantly blessed with timber, the cast half i-; 
not so fortunate in this respect. The deficic>ncy of timber, how
ever, is amply overbalanced by the wonderful beauty ancl fertility 
of the great .-alley of the Nishnabotna and its tributaries. The 
streams in the easL part of the county afford an abundance of goocl 
w?od for t:uel, and it is annually increasing by the rapid growth 
ot young timber. 

,Vild grapes abound in the ~reatcst profusion along the great 
valley of the :Missouri. The vrnes, wluch cling to the trees in 
all the groves along the creeks and rivers, rarely fail to yield 
abundantly e.-ery year. Other wild fruits, ineludino- strawber
ries, gom-ieberries, raspberries, plums, and crab-appl~1s, are a11so 
quite common. 

Limestone, suitable for walls, and for building purposes, is found 
in abundance at the base of the bluffs, near the southwest part of 
the county. There arc also several good quarries on Siln?r Creek 
and the Ni hnabotna River. Sandstone is found in the northeast 
part of the county, which is used for building pnrpo1:1e,;, 

Excellent brick are manufactured at Glenwood, Paeific City 
and at several other places in tlJC county. Goocl lime is matl~ 
from the limestone of the county, and, sand being :ibundant, then' 
is no lack of good building material. In addition to the lmil,ling: 
material which the county itself affonl~, the Council Dluffs :111<1 ~t. 
Joseph Railroad is now supplying large quantities of pine lnmher. 

:MODEL FARMS, &c.-Somc of the finest farms in the 1Y est are 
to be founcl in }!ills County. Eight miles from Glemrootl, on 
Silver Creek, is that of Judge L. W. Tuhbs. It cont:iins 1,:260 
acre -800 fenced and in cultivation. It is so situated that ]iYin<Y 
water pa. seR through each hun<lretl acres, ancl nhout the mitlclle of 
the farm arc fine springs of pnrc, living water. The farm inclu<les 
120 acres of fine native timber; be ide, which, Juclge Tubbs has 
planted 40 acres of artificial groYc, chiefly black walnut, maple 
antl cottonwood. Ile raised this year 200 acres of wheat, and 
300 acres of corn, besides gras , oats, &c. Ile pnt out this year 
four and a h:ilf miles of hedge, which is doing well. Ile ha 300 
growing apple-trees, Concord grapes, small fruits, &c., in abund
:ince. His fences, buildings, &c., are all new, and in o-ood con-
tlition. 

0 

II. "r· Summers & Bros., near 1Vl1ite Cloud, ten miles east of 
Glenwood, arc the owner of a farm of 2,500 acres-1,750 of which 
arc in cultivation. They have this year 1,200 acres in com, 30 
acres in artificial timber, and the rest in wbe:it, oat , &c. TwclYc 
hundred acres in one cornfield on the Jishnabotna thi year is 
worth traveling some distance to see. ' 

Ju t south of the Summers farm is that of Isaac L . :McCoy, the 
prince of cattle merchants in l\Iills County. Ile has 500 acres of 
com, aml intends to feed 400 head of cattle this year. Ile deals 
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more extensively in hogs ancl cattle than any other man in outh
wcstern Iowa. 

,Vi thin a few rears, D. 1\1. Solomon, Esq., of Glcnwooc1, purchased, 
at an aYcrage of_ 1 per acre, an cyen quare section of Janel, being 
6!0 acres. Durmg the last spring he planted thirteen miles of 
hetlge, inclosing the entire_ section, and diYiding it into twenty
three separate lotR, embr:icrng fields, meadow , orehal'(h, feeding 
lots, Rtock yards, house lot, garden, grove lots, &c. Sixty acres 
arc set apart for artificial timber for wind-breaks ancl shade. Two 
lanes, each sixty feet wide, le:i<.l from the sides to the center. The 
ontsidc fences are ct in thirty-three feet from the section lines 
lt>aving room for roads. All the plants ·were set five inches apart'. 
This improvement is made without building any fences, or makincr 
any preparatory cultivation of any portion of the land, except t~ 
pnt the hedge lines in suitable con<lition. o grain has been 
ra.i1scc1, or gronncl broken therefor, nor is it the intention to raise 
any until the hedge i gro"'n ancl complete. 

R~AJ. _Es:rATE.-The prices of unimproved prairie land range 
at tlus time from ,'5 to 12 per acre-the avcra(J'c Rcllino- price 
)Jeing about $_6 per acre. _The prices arc graJually rising. 

0

There 
is not much timber land m the market, hut when it can be had, 
the prices range from :·25 to $45 per acre. Heavy eottonwoocl 
on the l\Iis ouri is worth from ·75 to 100 per acre. This, of 
course, is the most valuable timber land in the county, aml 
affords immcn 'e quantiLics of lnmber. 

The prices of improved land, of course, depend upon the loca
tion, quality, state of iinprovcment, and other circumstances. 
During the present season a number ofimprove<l farms have . old 
at from .,25 to $30 per acre. There arc not many farms in the 
market. 

EnuCATIOXAL.-Thc Inst annual report of the County Superin
tendent, Rev. L. . " ' illiamR, for the year beginning October 4, 
I 66, and ending October 4, 18G7, gives the followino- statistics 
in reganl to educational maLters in .Mills County :- "' 

Number of sub-di tricts ... . ............. . . . ..... . 
Number of male pupils ....... ....... . ........... . 
Number of female pupils . .. . . ................. . . . 
Number of pupils in attendance . ...... . .......... . 
Average attendance ...... .. ................... . . 

umber male teachers . ... ... . .... . ........ . .... . 
Number female teachers. . ............. . ........ . 

40 
1/234 
1,108 
1,022 
1,084 

33 
34 

Average compensation of male teachers per week . $10. 73 
Avcmgc compensation of female teachers per week 4.87 
Aggregate paid teachers during the year . ...... . . 88,160.29 

Indian Creek is the only township that paid female teachers 
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more than males. In that township the average weekly compen
sation of female teachers was $12.58, while that of male was $7.50. 

LUCAS COUNTY is in the mic.ldlc of the second tier of southern 
counties there beino- five on the east, and fiye on the west. 

The 1;rincipal st~eams are Chariton River, Wbitebreast, ~t
ter Creek, North and South Cedar, Wolf Creek, and Enghsh 
Creek. 

There are also numerous smaller treams, affonling an abund-
ance of stock water. Tone of the streams are reliable for mill 
purposes. . . 

Along all the principal streams ~re heavy bodies of tim~cr7 
affonlino- a bountiful supply convement to nearly every_ port10n 
of the cfounty. Timber is most abundant on Grand lt11·e~· and 
"\Vhitebreast but Wolf Creek and the other streams ment10ned 
ha.Ye many fi~e groves. The timber is chiefly oak, walnut, hickory, 
soft maple, and cottonwood. · 

This county bas not yet proved itself to be equal to some others 
in Iowa as a coal-bearino- county, but there is an abundance for 
all practical purposes. 1fost of the bank_s wh~ch hav~ been ~pe~
ed are on \Vhitebreast. A good article IS obtarned w1thm 
4½ miles of the c:ounty seat. Coal is also f?m~d on. ~ ortb 
Cedar, and there 1s no reason to doubt that It 1s sufhc1ently 
abundant to meet the future demands of a populous county. The 
veins are o-enerally from 2½ to 3 feet in thickness, and so far, 
have only bbeen worked by drifting from the sides of the bai?ks 
aloncr the streams where there were exposures from the action 
or tl1e water. "\Vhen the dcmaml renders it necessary to 
adopt a more thorough system of m_ining1 there ~s no doubt_ that 
thicker deposits and a better quality of coal will be obtamed. 
Such has been the experience of miners in other portions of the 
State. 

Good buildincr stone is obtained within a mile and a half of 
Chariton on a branch of Whitcbrcast. It is abundant in other 
parts of the county. _A g~od q~ality of 9.~icklime. is manufac
tured from stone obtamcd m vanous locaht1es. Bnck of excel
lent quality is made in the immediate vicinity of the county scat, 
and there is no difficulty in obta\ni~g sand in abundance for 
building purposes along all the prmc1pal streams.. The quality 
of building material has been tested by the ercct10n of a large 
number of substantial brick buildings within a few year~. 

The well-water obtained in all parts of this county is of the 
very best quality, and is found in great abundance at a depth of 
from 20 to 30 feet, except along the bluffs of the streams, where, 
as usual in other parts of the State, it is not so easily obtained. 
Along the streams mentioned, there arc many excellent springs, 
which flow abundantly at all seasons of the year. The water 
generally flows oYcr :i. lime tone formation, and is therefore what 
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is termed "hard," but is clear anc.l cold. In this most essential 
element for life, health and comfort, Lucas County is not behind 
any other. 

The finest farming lands m the county are the rolling prairies, 
•the soil of which is a rich, deep, black ve,,.ctable loam, formed by 
the accumulations of ages. Dnt a ~mall proportion of the prairie 
land of this county is what may be termed "flat," and but little 
of it wh:1t is usually called "broken." It is nearly all su, ccptible 
of easy cultinition. The soil partakes somewhat more of a sandy 
character than in the counties cast of the Des 1\Ioincs River. 
After hra,·y showers, the water i soon absorbed, which gives 
to tho i::oil its moist character so favorable to the growth of vegc• 
tation. 

As an agricultural county, Lucas ranks among the best, though 
as yet new ancl undeveloped. As a grain-growing county, it has 
already proved eminently uccessful, but within the last few years 
very grr:it all vances have been made in the manner of cultivation 
and the character of stock. Fine farms are rapidly appearing 
nearly all over the county. One farm in '\Varrcn towm:hip con
tains onr 1,000 acres. A few years ao-o it ~old for (uo,ooo, but 
could not now be purchased for $:J0,000. The proprietor has 500 
acres in tame grnsses. His neighbor has a farm of about 300 acres 
fenced in 'i ltls of 40 acres each with hedge of tho Ol>age Orange. 
Ile has :t1;ouL five miles of hedge, much of which has attained a 
growth ~id irient for prot ction, and has proved mtirrly Ratisfac
tory. Around Chariton are several Yinryards, all of which arc 
cloing well. The Concord is the grape generally cultivated, and 
lms iJ1Yariably proved a success. 

Three of the best townships of this county-Pleasant, '\Vash
ington, antl l,;11ion-are as yet but sparsely E1ettlecl, owing to tho 
fact that mo;.t of the lands in them are owned by non-residents. 
A brgc prnportion of it is owned by the heirs of one who, at an 
early day, entered whole townships of land in this part of Iowa, 
embracing many thousand of acres. He lived in tho East, and on 
his way home from Iowa, after having entered this Janel, he died. 
Much of it, i-itills belongs to his heirs. A ln.rgc portion of the 
land entr,·r<l was timber, and it is saicl the settler' have gratuitously 
bestowrd mnch labor upon it in tho way of clearing off the tim
ber. '\Vithin three miles of the county scat, good improved lands 
sell at from dO to $12 per acre, :11Hl in parts of the county moro 
distant, at from $5 to $8. The cost of oak and hickory wood in 
winter is from 8-1 to $5 per cord, and coal from 15 to 10 cents 
per bushel. Drick sell at about ~7 prr 1,000. 

DALL.\S ComrrY.-Dallas is one of the countie of central 
Iowa. It i well watered by several laro-e streams, with their 
tri~utarir~ coursing through nearly every portion of it. The D?fl 
nfomes Rl\'er crosses the northeast corner township, rnnmng 111 

17 
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a southC'asterly direction, and affo]"(ls to that portion of the 
county :1 ht'avy body of excellent timber. 

In tincoln town -hip there arc several clear, cold water lakes. 
One called ~ilot Lake, is two miles aero s, aml is a beautiful body 
of water, with the dry, rich prairie land apJ)roachin<T nr) to its 

. 11 . 1 'l'h · 
0 

marg111 on a. ~H cs. c gc1wral chamcter of the snrfa.ce around 
the c la~es 1s not marshy or swampy, but dry, undulating, and 
very fertile. Some two or three miles ~outh of Pilot Lake in the 
same towni,;hip, is another, known as Goo c Lake, which p~ssesses 
the same general characteristics. There arc several smaller lakes 
in this part of tho county. Sprincr arc numerous aloncr all the 
streams. In the vicinitv of Rcdfi~ld arc some of the fin~st that I 
have sc n in the \Vest. They are also abundant alon<T North 'Coon 
and in the vicinity of AdC'l may be seen breaking 

0
out in variou~ 

plac~s. ::tlon<T the banks of_ the river. There is 110 difficulty in 
obtammg ~ood well-water 111 nearly every portion of the county. 
The wclh; arc u. ually from twenty to twenty-fixe feet deep. 

The 'Coon river~, as they flow through this county afford many 
of the finest mill-sites to be found in Iowa, or the \yest. North 
'Coon, rnuning the entire extent of the county from northwest to 
southeast, p~sse~ through ab~nt fifty sections of land, on nearly 
every one ot which a head of six feet could be obtained-the head 
waters of this stream arc about 150 miles north. Althou<Th thi8 
s~ream ?,fi"onh n:n immense power for machinery, but co~para
t1v<'ly little of 1t has yet been brought into u c. South and 
Middle •qoon also afford many splendid mill-sites, Rome of which 
arc occup1ccl. The supply of water is constant an<l reliable the 
year ronnd. Of the mills and factories in operation on these 
streams I shall speak hereafter. 
. The surface or the county is generally undulating, the dcprcs

s10ns along the streams being deep, with tho timber in many 
places extending up on the high land. The timber in the bottoms 
immediately along the Rtrcams, is black walnut, bur-oak, cotton'. 
wood, sugar, or hard maple, soft maple, elm, Jinn and some other 
varie~ics; , ·hilc the various kinds of oak and l~ickory grow on 
the high ridges. One-tenth of the county is timber land. 

Mrn1m.u, RESOURCES.-.\ number of coal banks have been 
opened in different parts of the county, and there is no reason to 
doubt that coal abounds in at least fourteen of the sixteen con
g_rcssional townships. ~ndications arc YiRiblc :.long all the prin
cipal streams of the existence of worlrnblc beds of coal. So far 
as the hanks have been opened, the veins arc found to be from 
three to fh-c feet in thickness, ancl the product equal in quality 
to the average coal of the State. 

PmcB OF LAND.-Unimprovcd prairie lands sell at from $5 to 
810 per acre, except in the immediate vicinity of important 
towns, where it is held at higher prices. 
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One of our correspondents thus describes Floyd County:

It is ituatcd seventy miles west of the Mi ·sissippi River· 
the counties of Clayton, Fayette, and Chickasaw !yin?" bctwcc~ 
it and the river; and Mitchell County between it and ifinne ota 
upon the north. The Cedar River is the principal stream, aver~ 
aging about sixty yards in width, and running in a southeasterly 
direction through the co•mty. It ri, es nearly one hundred miles 
distant, in l\Iinncsota, is rapid in its cour e, affords abundant 
water-power, and is rcmi:rkable for the purity of its waters, ancl 
the abuntlancc of hcayy timber and excellent stone quarries along 
its cour, c. There arc also several other stream of considerable 
size in the county, the principal of which arc the Little Cedar 
River, Flood Creek, Shell Rock and Limo rivers. The <Teneral 
course of all these streams is southeast, and evcral of the~ afford 
good water-power. 

Tl~c sur_facc of the c0t~nty i~ gently nndulating or rolling, with 
no ]ugh hills, and very little flat or perfectly level land, which so 
often causes malarial di cases. 

The oil of the prairie lands is deep and exceedingly fertile. 
It is well suited to growing the grains and fruits of tho Iiddle 
and cw England States. The silica, alumina, and other com
ponent parts of the soil, arc in such proportion as to render it 
sufficiently dry for tillage, and yet not liable to suffer from 
drought. A good crop is almost certain. ~Iost of the subsoil is 
clayey, which woulcl be retentive of fertilizers, should they ever 
be required; while on the margin of the , trcams limestone or 

gravel is frequently found beneath the surface. 
The latitude is that of Central N cw York and Massachusetts . 

The climate is milder and the atmosphere more inYi<Toratin<T than 
in tho e regions. The .pring is remarkably early; the sky"' much 
like that of N cw England; the atmosphere less humid; the cold 
less severely felt; the wc:i.ther less changeable; while the steady 
heczc :tnd a plentiful supply of excellent water render this 
section ot country comparatively free from tho scourge of pul
monary consumption, and more congenial to health than most of 
the Atlantic tatcs. 

A corre pondent of tho Iowa IIome.steacl, writes:-

The fact that there arc over two million acres of GO'Vernmcnt 
land in northwcstem Iowa, waiting for Rettlcr to accept as a gift, 
looks strange, when so many arc going so much farther to fare 
so much worse. People will follow navigable treams, railroad1:1, 
or old emigrant routes. The Mi i sippi River leads to Wiseon in 
and Minnesota, the .l\Ii souri to Dakota and Montana, and the old 
California route passes to the south of this region. Railroads have 
been chartered and endowed with land grants, but have not yet 
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been built, but the rapid increase of wealt~ and population in 
Iowa and Minnesota, has brought us to the time when three great 
line arc oon to be built through this part of the State, viz. the 
Dubuque and Sioux City )IcGregor ancl Sioux City, and ioux City 
and 't. P,iul roads. By the time the last-named road can be built, 
a road will be built from St. Paul to Lnkc Superior, the heacl of 
the Laro-est lake naYi()'ation in the world, as at i'ioux City it con
nects ,~th the longest river navigation on the globe. ,Vithin two 
months three hundred miles of railroa<l will be completed from 
Sioux City outh to Kansas City; ancl from Kanflas City a road is 
b ino- built south to meet a railroad coming north from Galveston 
lhy "'on the Gulf of Mexico. This road will connect the iron, 
cop1;er, and lumber regions of the North, with th~ cotton an_d 
SU<Tllr regions of the outb, through the gra , gram, ancl fruit 
region of the center. 

The following extracts relate to leading towns of Iowa :

DEs foINES, the capital of Iowa, is now a magnificent city of 
fifteen thousand inhabitants, and it has all the attributes and the 
bu iucss and energy of an eastern city of four time its population. 
It has it. high way-side retreats, its suburban villas, large and 
costly churches and school-houses, first-class hotels, street rail
wap1 ()'as-works, public libraries, the court-house, the State 
ar cn'al"' the United States Post-office building, large ancl com
modim;s busiue s houses, free bridges, water-power, diamond 
coal banks, steam printing-pres cs, several live railroad lines, 
telegraph lines,. and many oth~r essentin;l elements-too nu
merous to mention-that count 111 the makrng up of a first-class 
city. 

IowA CrTY, the former capital, is situated 0)1 Iowa R_i,·er, eighty 
miles from its mouth. It is embowered rn beautiful groves, 
and surrounded by very fertile prairies. The State University 
ancl other institution of learning located here, afford excellent 
educational advantageR. Its population is six thommnd. Its 
manufactnring facilities, though undeveloped, arc promising. 

D.\ VEXPOr..T, on the l\lissi~sippi, is one of the largest cities !n 
the State, having a popubtion of seventeen thousand. The rail
roncl connection arc extensive, and the manufactures, though 
yet in their infancy, are important and growing. Its religious 
and literary institution arc of high on1er. The scenery around 
DaYenport is unsurpa , eel, even in that beautiful country. 

Dum"(lUE, settled by a French trader in_ 1788, is the largest 
city in Iowa and the <l<'pot of the lea<l rcg10nR, a place of very 
active trade, having a population of nc•arly twenty thousand. It 
is well built, and furnished with all the institutions of an ad,·anced 
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civilization. It railroad and river commerce have a large capital 
and numerous employees. 

PRICE OF LAND, ETC. 

The following is extracted from the April (1868) Report of 
the Department of Agriculture:-

AnvaNCE 01,' LANDS SINCE 1860.-Returns to our circular from 
a majority of the counties of Iowa, embracing all sections of the 
State and furnishino- a fair basis for an estimate, show au average 
incre; e of about sc~enty-fi ve per cent. in the value of fann lands 
since the cen us of 18Ci0. Dubuque, Story, Calhoun, l\Iarion, 
Delaware, Sac, ~Iontgomery, helby, Chickasaw, Fayette, and 
Lucas, report an ad vnnce of from ten to twcnty-fi vc per cent. 
Clarke, Jackson, Des l\Ioines, Decatur, Adams, twenty-fiye to 
thirty-three per cent. J effer ·on, Black Hawk, }Iuscatine, Cedar, 
Linn, Clayton, Cherokee, ancl \Vayne, forty-1-iYc to fifty per ce~t. 
Louisa and Jasper, seventy-five per ceut. ,v al'l'en, Pottawattoru1c, 
Allamakee, Appanoose, Benton, Clinton, Palo Alto, ancl Marshall, 
one hundred per cent. Crawfo1'tl, Audubon, Jones, Emmett, an<l 
Winnebao-o, one hundred and fifty per cent. Fremont two hun
dred and fifty, and ::\Ionona as high as three hundretl per cent. 
Harri ·on, Kos nth, Sioux, and other counties report lands "rap-
idly advancing," without fixing the percentage of increase. . 

PnrcE OF LAxu.-,Vild or unimproved lands range in price 
from '1.25 to 825 per acre, the former being the minimum price 
for public lands remaining unsold. The average value of the~e 
land~, now in private hands or the property of speculators, 1s 
probably ,. (l to ,"'8 per acre. To indicate the general character 
oft,l1e 'c unimproved lands, we give extracts from Jetter of cor
re pondents in different qnarters of the State. In .::\Iuscatiuc there 
arc unimproveLl lands contiguous to the county seat held at $150 
to 8200 per acre, while in the valley of Cedar River lands can be 
bought at prime cost, ~1.25 p •r acre. The former is bluff 
land, covered with n dense growth of young oak and hickory 
timber, the soil a black loam for about six inches, lying on a sub
soil of tough yellow clay, thought to be peculiarly suited to the 
culture of the grape in particular, and nearly all fruits in general. 
The soil of the bottom land is a black sand, and, when it does not 
overflow, will produce excellent crops of corn. In Clinton the 
avemgc i 0 fixed at $12 per acre, a large proportion being as good 
farming land as any in the State, mostly owned by non-residents. 
Linn County, $1 O, prairie, all good, mostly first-rate wheat and com 
land. Dubuque, 810 per ac1~, qnite rolling, mostly covered with 
hazel brush, and n yoim()' "TOwth of red and white-oak timber; 
soil a black loam, with "'c1~y subsoil. ~\.llamakee, $7 to $10 per 
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a~re, well adapte~ to th~ cere!ll ancl _root crops; the portions too 
h1l~y for cult1vat1?n bmng fitted for pastures and vineyards. 
Clnc_kasaw and :Mitchell, $5 per acre, mo tly prairie of the best 
qual~ty for general farming. \Vinnebago, 83, prairie land of good 
quality, but not convenient to timber that can be purcba cd at a 
reasonable price; w~ll produce goocl crops of wheat, oats, barley, 
and potatoes, and fair crops of corn. Kossuth is sparsely settled, 
and much of the land can be ccured under the homestead laws 
though_ in favorable locations land is worth $3 to '5, and rapidly 
advancmg; the greater portion of the county is pl'ail'ie with 
belts of timber along the rivers and creeks. In Emmett and 
Pal? _Alto_ these lai~ds arc )mid at $2.5~ to $.J. per acre, pl'incipally 
prame, with scarcity of t11nbcl'; considerable Government lanJ 
·till nwant. In Sioux antl Cherokee, ~•1.25 to $5 prail'ie with 
little timbel'. Sac, $6 per acre, three-fourths of the' county 'unim
proved, but as good as any taken up. Calhoun and Crawfon1 
$3 per acre, land of best quality; the former contains 300,000 
acre~ of tlwse lands. Audubon, ~·5, prairie, with about ten acres 
of t11nbcr to the quarter section; a rich alluvial soil. 1Ia1Tison, 
$5 to ~il0, varying from level bottom to bio-h rollino- J)rairic · soil 
fi bl f . "' ' "' ' . rst-rate, capa e o producrng orty to eighty bushels of corn, 
fifteen to forty bu hels of wheat, and other crops in proportion. 
Cass, '2.50 to !iil0 per acre, pr,iirie, good soil. Adams and Union 
84; l\I?ntgomery, ~2.50 to $5; Fremont, 82 to $8; Clarke, 84.50; 
goocl tillable land, some of it of the very best quality; timber 
scare~. Decat~r, $5, northern half mostly prairie, the i;outhern 
half timber; 011 !JOod, two or three feet deep, no better land for 
com, oats, vegetables, &c. vVayne, $3, quality good. Lucas, ~•5; 
Appanoose, $8; rough lands $4 to $5; timber 86 to ,20; soil equal 
to that of lands nncler cultivation. J effer on $1 O chiefly 1m1irie · 

. b , ' ' ' some tim er; the former consi ·tino- ot' as fine farmin<T lands as 
can be found in the State. Keok~1k, :o, good prairie~ )farion, 
$7.50 per acre, embracing all qualities of land, from best to 
poorest. vYarren, -:s, light alln vial soil, adapted to o-rowth of 
cereal.. Ja per, $8, capable of producing sixty to ;{ hundred 
bu. hels of corn, or twenty to forty bushels of wheat to the acre. 
l\farshall, $8, good prairie. Story, $5, capable of producino· sixty 
bushels of corn, eighteen bushels of wheat, or forty busl~cls of 
oats _per acre. Hamilton, $4, prairie, ;:uited to grain or stock
growmg .. Blac~ Hawk, $10 per acre. Benton, ·5 to 815, prairie, 
b~st quality, said to be capable of producing seventy-five bushels 
of oats, forty bushels of wheat, and one hundred bushels of corn 
when propel'ly cultirnted. Des l\Ioines, $12 and Louisa $15 '. 
quality of oil good. ' ' ' 

MrnERALs.-Of the mineral resources of Iowa, coal 1s the most 
valuable and abundant, and is saia. to underlie an area of not less 
than 20,000 square miles, in all embracing a country equal to 
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two-fifths of the whole State. The Iowa River rum, near the 
eastern boundary of the c deposits, which extend southwest into 
Mi ·souri. It is upward of 200 miles in the direction of tho 
valley of the Des :Moines across the great coal-field while west
wardly it extends nc:11'1y to tlw l\Iissonri ]liver. 'i'he beds are 
of immcn c thickness, in some places said to be one hundred foot 
or ~1orc, ancl lying near the surf~ce arc capable of being worked 
eas1lr and at small expense. This vast bed of mineral wealth has 
as yet been very slightly developed, though there arc induce
ments for workiug iL to far greater extent than at present. Our 
Marion County reporter writes:-

" "\Ye probably have more timber land than any other county 
in Lhe State, and of coal unquestiouably more. There i:,; n. seven
foot vein of coal underlying nearly the whole of the county· 
aml in the northeastern corner we have veins ten foct thiek'. 
The coal in this township will :weragc 350,000 cubic foet to 
the acre." 

The lead mines of the northeast, of which Dubuque is tho 
cent_er, arc continuous of tho e of "\Visconsin, and are being ex
ten~n·ely and profitably worked. Zinc occurs in the fi:.;sures 
along with the lead, a.nd copper is also found in this reo·ion and 
along the Cedar River. Iron ore exists iu considerabh) quanti
ties, but i not much worked. Many portions of the State aro 
Ul1(1erlaid with limestone, antl building stone of seYcral Yarieties 
exists, the Ann::unosa quarries, of Jones County, raukino· amono
the best in the State. Gypsum also appears in limited q~antitie.~ 
auJ peat abounlls in a number of counties, one bed in Sac County 
containing over 300 acres, from three to nine feet in thickness. 

AamcuJ.TURAL PnoDUCTs.-C_orn, wheat, oats, and hay, arc 
the great staples of Iowa, bemg grown to a greater or le ·s 
extent in every county in the State, with the addition of rye, 
barley, buckwheat, tobacco, &c., in limitNl quantities. The corn 
crop of 1866 reached over 52,000,000 of bushels, with an acreao-e of 
upward of 1,600,000, the crop being Yalued at about $2:3,0oo:ooo, 
or an average of bet\\·een SU and $15 per acre gross. The wheat 
crop of the same year reached nearly 16,000,000 bushels upon 
something le than 1,000,000 acres, the crop being esLirnated at 
about 822,000,000, or an aYeragc of ab.out 822 to the acre, gross 
product. The wheat crop is the principal market product, other 
crop being largely worketl up at home aud sent abroad in moro 
condensed form, as beef, pork, wool, &c. Our Cherokee cor• 
respondent says:-

" Rye is not much raised, but is a profitable crop. Potatoes 
arc ~!so productive and much depended upon, and sugar-cane ia 
cultivated to some extent." 

Hop-rai ing is attractinn- considerable attention in some coun
ties, and in Jackson and Jones they arc reported as successfully 
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and profitably grown; in Sioux they gro-~v wild in abundance, 
and as large and good as any that are cultivated. 

In Jones County several cheese factories have been established 
the past year, and dairying is becoming a prominent branch. 

Our correspondents estimate the net profits of wheat culture at 
an average of $7 to $10 per acre. Our Sioux reporter says:-

" We ha vc raised as high as fifty bushels of wheat to the acre; 
a field of ten acres yielding five hundred bushels of clean mer
chantable wheat." 

Our :Monona reporter writes:-
" Our main clcpcndcnce is our immense crop of wild grass for 

pasture and hay used iu rearing cattle, horses, and sheep. Corn 
and oats not unfrequcntly yield seventy-five bu hels per acre, and 
in 1866 many fields of wheat all over our county yielded from 
forty to forty-five bushels per acre. Cattle, horses, and sheep, and 
all our crops have, for years in succession, command.cu high prices." 

From 1\1:uion our reporter writes as follows:-
" vVith many in this county wheat culture is a specialty, while 

others give mnch attention to grazing; but corn i' king here, and 
is generally fo<l to hogs and cattle, and, indeed, to auy thing that 
will cat it. This crop is easily produced at the rate of 40 to 
50 bushels per acre, and is often so managed as to produce 80 
to 120 bushels per acre. I have repeatedly, in this county and 
in Polk County, had a yield of 110 to 113 bushels to the acre at a 
cost of 10 cents per bushel; and I have produced 4l;t bushels of 
nlay wheat (fall) per acre, at a cost in the bin of 34 cents per 
bushel, sold at ii;l.25 per bushel. I have also produced of spring 
wheat 37-} hnshcls at 40 cents per bushel, sold at 1 per bushel; 
of white rye, 35 bushels at 30 cents, sold at 75 cents; oats, 77½ 
bushels at 9 cents, sold at 25 to 30 cents; beef, at a cost of 
2¾ cents per pound, sold at 6 cents gross; pork, at 4 cents, sold 
at 8 cents; wool, at 20 cents, sold at 50 cents per pound; hay, at 
$2.50 per ton, sold at '•5 to $10. I have raised horses at $50, 
when 3½ years old sold at :iH50. Such is not the rnle, however, 
for the reason that farming is generally done very loosely and 
unskillfully, and consequently with much less profit than if well 
and thoroughly doue." 

Our Jefferson reporter says:-
" Corn is made a specialty in this county. One man, with a good 

pair of horses and proper implements, can cultivate, in a motlcr
ately good season, 40 acres, occupying his time from the 1st of 
l\Iarch until the 1st of December, which, at an average of 40 bush
els per acre, woultl yield 1,600 bushels; which, at 60 cents per 
bushel, would yield 960. Rent of land, ·100; ·wages of man, at 
$20 per month, $180; board of man, at · 1.50 per week, $54; board 
of team, at ~·7 per month, '6:3; total, ·397; lea dug a balance iu 
favor of the crop of $563." 
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But a small proportion of winter wheat grown, the spring 
varieties generally succeeding be~ter upon the prai1:ics, while th? 
former is chiefly confined to the tunber lands, and m most locah
ties not cultivated to any considerable extent. 

Drillin<T wheat appears to be in little favor in Iowa, and is not 
practiced" at all in most counties, the crop being generally sown 
broadcast from the mitlcllc of March to the middle of April, though 
a small proportion i put in earlier, and some a late as the fir t 
of May. "Winter. wheat it-J o,~n. the ~atter hal~ of S~p~ember, and 
early in October m some locaht1e~. The crop is pnn_c1pally gath
ered clnri1w the last two weeks m July, extenclrng mto the first 
week of Aifgust, depending much upon the time of sowing. 

A correspondent on the western border ays :- . 
"1Yheat is nearly always sown on corn stubble without remov

ing the stalks, t~c gro~mtl som~times receiving a shallow plow
ing; hut more 1 cultivated with a double h?vel or common 
cultivator· other sow the seed and harrow rn. The largest 
crops of ,;heat ever rai eel in Monona County have bren culti
vated upon the btter plan, many of them yielding 45 bus~els to 
the acre. "With all of these plans of sccdmg the ground is well 
rolled." 

Our Lucas reporter says:-
" 1V c plow for wheat four or firn inches deep, sow broadcast, 

hanow twice, and then let alone till harvest." 
In J ciferson County, "the best mode of cultur_c foi: sprin~ wheat 

is to plow the previous fall, and shallow plowrng 1s preterablc; 
for fall wheat the grouml should be plowetl deep in June, and 
replowcd before sowing, that the wheat may take deep root, thus 
securing it against the drying winds o~ winter_ and the fro t~ of 
iJareh." Plowing is generally clone m the fal), and . omet1mes 
rcportc<l in the spring. In 1866, the ayerage y1cld of wheat per 
acre in Iowa, was 16 bushels. 

1Vilcl prairie <Tra1-,1scs, blue-joint, white clover, wild reel-top, 
marsh and Rlough gra, s, edge, wikl pea or vct~h, a~1d buffalo grasR, 
arc the principal natural gra ses of Iowa, while tunothy, reel clo
ver, red-top, and other tame varieties arc cultivated with success. 
Our Jefferson correspondent says:-

" After pr:i.irie grass, the varieties mo t natural to our pa turcs 
arc blue-grass and white clover; they seem indigcnou to our 
soil and climate, and wherever the prairie grass is eaten out, they 
appear without sowing." 

In Monona Connty they have a. variety of wild grass call_ed ~as
sel or broad-top gra_ , covering ~housands of acrcR, an~ y1elclmg 
five tons of hay to the acre, claimed to b? equal t_o timothy o: 
clover for wintering cattle. In many counties the w~ld gras es ?t · 
the prairies fornish the pastmes for Rtock, and ammals sub 1st 
upon the range duriug five or i:x months of the year, at the ex-
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pcn~e only of herding and salting. Cultivated grasses will gen
erally extcml the season during which stock may sub,-ist entirely 

upon pa~tures, one to two months, at an expense of from $1 to !:,2 
per head. Our Decatur reporter ays :-

" This county excels in timothy an<l clover; pastun·s fifteen to 
twenty years old yield from two to two an<l. a half tons of hay to 
the acre, without manure. Cattle can feed on pastures eight 
months of the year." 

In Linn ounty stock suh i. t on the prairie grass exelnsively 
six months, and timothy seven months, the cost of the former 
nothing but herding and salt, the latter 81 to ··2 per month. In 
the northwestem part tlwy ha,·c no cultivated gras:,;e~, but an 
abundance of wild grasses of the uest quality, upon whieh farm 
animals feed even months of the year, at an expense of about $3 
per head for tho sea,-on. 

Fruit culture is yet in its infancy in Iowa, and, owing to 
want of judgment in tho selection of varietie of the large fruits 
an<l the proper care of the young trees, experiments h::we not been 
universally successfol, yet results hav satisfaetorily dcmon~trated 
that hardy fruits may uc grown successfully and profitably in 
every section of the State. 

Jeffor on County reports that locality well adapted to frnit eul
tnre, seYeral varieties of apples doing well and making a profitable 
crop, the trees being planted much clo er than in the East or South. 

Pears abo do well; and grapes are a sure antl highly remunera
tive crop; as per tho following statement of om· reporter: "On 
one acre, 1,300 roots, at 10 cents, '130; subsoiling with plow, 825; 
planting, 815; trellising, ·100; total cost, 8270; average yield of 
each vine, 5 pounds; 6,500 pounds at 10 cents, ·650; leaving a 

profit of 8380 for the first crop." 
In J:u,per, many farmers, with orchards plantetl ten years ago, 

have plenty of fruit, and are selling their apples at ,2 pct· bushel; 
grapes scll at 20 to 25 cents per pound. In Mitchell, on the north

ern border, hardy apples, pears, cherries, and plums do well; a 
few grapes flourish; orchanls arc yet young; one garden of 30 
apple-trees, yielded as many bushels as trees; strawberries, rasp
berries, currants, &c., grow nicely. Keokuk County, one apple 
orcha1·<l of 300 trees, la t year produced 1,200 bushels, whieh sold, 
in the orchard, at ,·1,25 per bu he!. Marshall, some varieties of 

apples and pears do well ; most orchards not yet in bearing; 
small fruits and berries yield immensely; one acre of Concord 
grapes, three years old, yielded · 1,000 worth of fruit, at 20 cents 

per pound; five an<l. one-half rod of Wilsou strawberries yielded 

135 quarts, at 30 cents, '40.50. In linton County, an orchard 
of 300 apple-tree , ten years set, in 1806, produced 900 bushel of 
fruit, sold in tho orchard, at '1.50 l er bushel; in 1867, produced 
500 bushels, sold at $1.25 per bushel. 
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SYNOPSIS OF IOWA TAX LAW. 

"Taxes are due in November of each year, and beco_me dclln-

t if not paiu on the tir't day of February followmg, when 
queu , ' 1 ,. ti fi "t 
interest accrues at the rate of l per cent. a mout 1 _ior tc I:; 

three mouths, 2 per cent. a month ~or sec?nd per10<1 of three 
months, 3 per cent. a month for the tlurd penod of three months, 

an<l 4 per cent for each month thereafter. . . 
"The first Monday in Oetober, after <lelmquencY:, all lands ate 

offered for sale for the tax, interest, and costs, all(l tf n?t all sold, 
they arc aa-ain offorc<l tho first :\Iomhy in each succccdmg month. 
The purcl~ser has tho right to pay subsequent tax s whenever tho 

same become delinquent; an<l. to red em the lanu, the owner must 

pay all taxes, interest, costs of sale, ancl _a penalty of 30 ~er cent., 

with interest on the whole at the rate ot 10 per cent. pm 3:nnum. 
" After three years fr?m the. date of ale, th~. ngl~,t to 

redeem expires, except as to mmor hens and msanc pcr:;ons. 

CORRESPONDENCE, 

INDEPENDENCE, BucnANAN CouNTY, IowA, l 
July 28, 1868. f 

DEAR Sm: Yours of the 21st inst, came to hand a tlay or two 

since. I can only give hastily written an~wers to y_our ques~ 

twns at present, but in future sh?uld you wish to c?nt1nuo _your 
researches I may be able to wnte you more fully m rega1d to 

I }' 
the beautiful prairies upon which we 1ve .. 

* * Onr soil is mostly the u!ack, rangmg from bl_ack s~nd to 
the muck. Along onr ri,·ers a i-ancly soil may be had 1f prel~tTod: 

Our county is well timbered and watere<l. lt _has a populat10n of 
thirteen thou and souls. "\Vo ha ,·c about nmct y school-houses 
aml various churches. A railroad runs <lirectly through the cen
ter of our county, making all portions easily acce ible to market; 
there beino- two hc·tlthv vi<Torons towns one at tho castom and 
the other ~t the w~stci·n border of the'county, with this vlaco 

(Inucpendence) very near the cent.er. . 
The price of the lancls rancres from ,.·5 to '25 per acre, owmg 

entirely to the location. ' Gotd homes can be aecurcd within one 

mile of church and school privileges, for from ·5 to ,10 per acre. 

I say homes-I mean laml to be conYerted into homes. 
The climate is one of the healthiest in tho world-at lea t we 

think so. Tho winters are very colrl, but spring, su*mme~ and 

autumn, are perfectly delightful. * * * 
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·wheat brings from 'l to 82 per bushel; oats from 30 to 
80 cent:; corn ditto, often reaching 'l. Barley, from i:i2 to '3. 
T~ere were manr th~rnsan~ a~res of wheat raised in this county 
this year, mo t ot wlnch will yield 2.':i or 30 bu hels per acre. 

The pri_cc of Ja_bor is from .'l to '·2 per day, or ~·1_8 to 20 per 
month. Supply 1s not equal to the demand, cspecw.lly at this 
season of the year. 

A to the cla s most needed. W c nee<l or invite all cla ses, all 
races, regardless of their se·x, tate, color, or relio-ion. All who 
have a disposition to work, who desire to make co~fortable homes 
by e1~igratin~ ~o the \Vest, ca1t,fincl a multitude of opportunities on 
the nch prames of Iowa. There are cvera.l thousand acres 
yet uncultin1.ted in this reo-ion, that a.re only waitino· for the 
powerful hand of industry 

0

to tum over the od when °they will 
yield an abundant harvest. ' 

The majority of our population is American. 

F. B. GODDARD, Esq. 

Respectfully, 
E. C. LITILE. P. l\f. 

WINTERSET, MADISON CouNTY, IowA,} 
August 13, 1868. 

* * * First-class prairie land throu~hout the county. Im
proved farms worth from 815 to $40 per acre. Raw prairie is 
worth from ·5 to '12. 

Labor is worth from $1.50 to '2; mechanics' labor from $2.50 to 
85 per day. Supply good in some of the branches. .Masons, 
bricklayers, and stone-cutters arc most needed. 

Climate plC'a, ant in summer, and cold in winter with a great 
deal of snow/ very healthful. ' · 

umber one building stone; the best there is in the State. 
Aiso_ good _ii~e to~e. B?ilding; and limestone in any quantity 
w1tlun the limits of our city. Good timber within one and two 
miles of_town. Coal is not very plenty near us. Mines within 
seTen m1!C's. * * * There arc six streams running across this 
county; four of the stream are well timbered. 

_The crops ~OR i t principally of com and wheat. The soil and 
climate of this county are well adapted. to the raisino- of wheat 
and corn. Wheat is worth '1.20 per bu he!; com; 55 cents. 
Crop never have been better than thC'y are this sea. on. 

~ast _ummer we comme~ced t~ h1~ild our public school-hom,e, 
which will be completed tins fall m time for the winter term of 
school. It is built of stone, two stories high, and will cost 
$30,000. 

N ATIONALITY.-This question would be hard to answer, from 
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the fact that our people are made up from so many different 
nations. I believe that the majority of our people of foreign 
birth are Germans, and they make the best of citizens. 

Tmly yours, 
F. l\f. OAS ID.AY. 

FRED. B. GonDARD, Esq., N cw York City. 

JEFFERSON, GREENE CouNTY, low A, l 
July 31, 1868. f 

In reply to the inquiries contained in your circular, I would 

say that- . 
1st. The farming lands of Greene County, Im~a., ummproved, 

are worth from '3 to ·s per acre. Improved Jarms arc worth 
from 25 to $40 pet· acre. The Roil i · a dark v getablc mold, 

varying in depth from two to four ~eet: . 
2<l. \Y c need farm laborers prmc1pally m Greene County. 

Such laborers receive '1.50 per day. Employment can always 
he found on the railroa<l. and in the coal mi11cs a fow miles east 

of here. 
3d. Climate mild and healthy. . 
4th. Timber enouo-h to supply fuel and fence matC'nal. 
5th. Wheat and ~orn, principal crops ; ,~heat worth 1.5? per 

bushel ; corn, 75 cents. No better county 111 the west for ra1smg 

stock 
6th. Chicago & Northwestern Railroad nms through tho 

center of Greene County from cast to west. 
7th. The best of school and church ad vantnges. 
8th. Population, with very few exceptiorn,, American. 

Respectfully yonn1, 
0. J. l\IcDUFFIE. 

F. B. GODDARD, Esq. 

:MANCilESTER, DELAWARE CouNTY, IowA, l 
July 30, 1868. f 

F. B. GonDARO E q :-
* * * The quality of lands in this county is generally very 

goocl, principally prairie. \Yil<l. lands can be bought from $6 to 
15 per acre; improved lands from $15 to $!30 per acre. * * * 

A man can, with two crops, pay for 80 or 160 acres of lanil nnd 
fence it· breakin<T cost '3.50 to 4 per acre; fence 81 per r?d, 
post and board· ~r 60 cents, post and wire. "\Yilll Janel~ are licmg 
taken up very fast, and have increased in value from 25 to 50 per 

cent. during the last six months. 
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The soil varies, mosily black loam; in places sandy. Excel
lent uuilding stone in this county, and lands are lower here than in 
some counties west. People seeking homes in this county will 
have the same advantages they do in Eastern States. Principal 
fruit, plums, currants, strawberries, apples in small qnautities,
and increa ing; all of the small fruits adapted to a northern cli
mate. Country healthy; have been a re iclent for twelve yearR. 
Summers have been hot, but not dry. Iowa has never suffered 
with drought. Iler broad prairies are fruitful every yt•ar. 

Yours truly, 
V. CIIILDS. 

FROllI FLOYD COUNTY. 

Dr. J. W. SMITII writes us a most interesting letter, from 

which we can only make a few extracts :-

* ,:, * I am a physician, a grad natc of Yale; have practiced 
my profession for twenty years in this place. 1'/iis is a very 
healthy region j water plenty; excellent land near this town is 
held pretty high, but some miles distant, in this and adjoining 
counties, there 1s plenty of unimproved land-price from 83, up
ward. Good quality from 84 to $10. * * * Common labor, 
$1.50 to $2 per day; in harvest, 83 per day, with board. 
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MISSOURI. 

Mrssoum is endowed with n. felicitous combination of a11 the 
natural advantage8, apparently, that can contrilmte to the 
grandeur of a State, or the happiness and afll.nence of a 
people. 

The latitudinal position of l\Ifasonri is within what has been 
called the "golden mean of the temperate zone;" summer is 
long and warm, and winter, while sometimes severe, early 
gives way to spring and its blossoming vegetation. The 
concurrent testimony of our many correspondents in different 
parts of the State, is, that the climate is generally mild, sa
lubrious and delightful. The Mississippi River flows along 
its entire eastern border, and the Missouri traverses the Stato 
from west to east, dividing it into nearly equal sections. In
numerable tributaries of these great rivers permeate nearly all 
portions of the State, agreeably diversifying its wide extent 
of fertile soil, and furnishing abundant water-power for man
ufacturing purposes. 

Missouri is the center of the water-system of the great 
Mississippi valley or basin, extending from the Alleghanies 
to the Rocky Mountains. Its position in this respect gives it 
unrivaled advantages for securing the commercial control of 
a vast region. The State has, in addition. an exteusi vc und 
rapidly expanding system of railroads. 

Missouri is also wonderfully rich in minerals. Moro than 
a hundred and fifty years ago, the mineral region of the pres
ent State-estimated to contain nearly 20,000,000 acres-was 
described in a French chart as a "country full of mines" and 
it fully realizes the description.. This region also po sesses, 
in addition to its mineral wealth, a considerable degree of 
fertility, and is capable of sustaining a large population. ThL• 
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greate t length of the State is, from east to west, 318 miles, 

w~th a width of 280. It would be a journey of about 1,400 

miles to travel around its border lines, which inclose 65,330 

square miles, or 41,824.000 acre~, of which there arc :yet in 

the hands of the General Government 1,800,000 acres· to be 

di posed of as public land. The populatioi1 is now estimated 

at upward of 1,500,000, and rapidly increasing under the in

flux of an excellent class of immigrants, who bring with them 

both capital and energy. 
The surface configuration of Missouri varies much in the 

several divisions of the State. Especially is this the case in 

the two portions separated by the Missouri River, which are 

characterized by widely different geographical and geological 

features. 
The northern part is nowhere mountainous, but is either 

flat, or rolling prairie, not unfrequently relieved by bluff:; and 

hilly undulatio11s. This portion is generally fertile and beau

tiful, is better adapted to agricultural pursuits, and under a 

better state of cultivation than the southern division. 

South of the Missouri River, from Cape Girardeau, alono

the Missi sippi to Arkansas-with the exception of a fe,; 
bluffs upon the river's border-is an extensive reofon of allu-o 

vial or bottom lands, including many almost impenetrable 

cypress swamps and marshes. Portions uf tl:.is tract have been 

reclaimed, and possess a very fertile soil, and it is believed 

that it may nearly all be drained and brought under cultiva

tion. 
From Cape Girardeau to the mouth of the Missouri, and 

westward to the dividing ridge between the Ga conade and 

the Osage rivers, the country is represented as generally 

quite undulating or hilly, with fertile bottoms alono- the 
• 0 

streams. The region about the head-waters of the Gasconade 

and Big ma~k rivers, is frequently ru...,.o-ed and rocky but 
Ob • I 

abonnding in mineral wealth. Here are to be found iron lead 
' ' 

zinc, tin. manganese, antimony, cobalt, nickel, gypsnm, plum-

bago, salt, lmhrstone, marble, &c., &c. 
The Ozark mountains, with the broken and elevated region 
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of their spurs and foot-hills, coYer at least half that portion 

of the State south of the :Missouri River. Fr m the Ozark 

range westward, rolling prairies sweep away to the Kansas 

line. 
We are indebted to Prof. SYLVESTER \VATERrrousE, of St. 

Louis, for his pamphlet upon the "Resources of Mi ouri," 

from which we make the following extracts:-

The ad van cc in the price of real estate already requites :Mis
souri for the enfranchisement of her laves. The Ordinance of 
Emancipation lia inaugunitcd a better era. The tatc already 
begins to foci the generous impnlses of freedom. A new life i 
invigorating the body politic. Enterprise, commerce, antl manu
factnres arc Rtimulatcd. Capital is flowing into the tate. Corpo
rations arc formin~ for the development of our internal resonrccA, 
an<l factories are n ing for the fabrication of dome tic material . 
The unsunnccl wealth of our mines is coming to the light in larger 
quantities. The plea eel earth is yielding to the hands of free 
labor a richer store of golden grain. Procc, ions of emigrant 
wagons arc moving along all onr highways. It is estimated that 
there was, during last August and September, an -accession of 
25,000 people to the population of the State. There is a fresh 
vitality in the very air of l\Ii souri. * * * Semi-tropic fruits 
mature in southern )Iissouri, while the production of a higher 
latit1Hle flourish in the northern portions of the State. The soil of 
the 1-iYcr bottoms and rolling prairie i inexhau tibly fertile, and 
cyen the mining regions arc capable of supporting a large agri
cultural population. The surface of Missouri is varied ancl undu
lating. Hill - aml mountains di ver , ify and intersect the tatc. 
The copious streams which flow from these elevations fertilize 
the valleys, and afford a motive-power which the level prairie can 
never supply. l\Iissouri invite manufacturers to her borders 
with the offer of rich facilities. If natural adaptation is any in
dex of de. tiny, then this State will ultimately become the work
shop of the l\Ii i ippi Valley. 

l\Ii souri is heavily wooded. Iler fore ts contain fuel and 
timber amply sufficient to meet the wants of a popnlation of 
10,000,000. 

The mine1·al wealth of the State is illimitable. Probably no 
equal area on the face of the globe surpasses l\Iis. omi in the rich
ness and variety of her mineral . Iler vaults arc stored with 
almost every kind of ore which the arts of man require. The key 
to all this wealth is a pade. The lock which secures this treas
ure i earth-any man can pick it. 
. During the rebellion, l\lissomi was cruelly vexed with evil pir-
1ts. But these have at length been cast out, and now the State, 

18 
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though rent and scarred by convulsions, is restored to sanity and 
health. It is now ready to commence an unobstructed career of 
development. Tho motfrcs of frecclom, fertility of soil, salubrity 
of climate, wealth o!' mincn.lR, facilities for commerce and manu
factures, aml ease of rail road and river transportation, are the 
material arlYantages which invite the capitalist, the tradesman, 
and the artisan of every clime an<l nn.tionality to n. home in :\Iis
souri, to n. co-operation in the development of its measureless 
resource,-, and to n.n enriching participation in its prosperity. 

AGmci;r.1.TnE OF l\11ssoum.-;Uissouri presents to the farmer 
those conditions of climate which arc most favorable to hus
bandry. The cold of the Northern latitudes restrit:ts variety of 
production, and blockades communication with icy barrier;,. The 
hcn.t of the :outh enervates energy, and i1wites to indolence. 
:Missouri enjoys the genial mean which permits the widest range 
of product", and the foll exercise of physical powers. 

The ri chne:--s of tho soil is practicably incxhn.ustible. In bot
toms, the mol<l is sometimes six feet deep; some farms, after 
bearing, without artificial fertilization, tweuty-tivc succestsi,·c 
crops, have yet failed to show any great decrease in product
i vcness. The strength of the land, and tho length of the season, 
permit two han·ests to be gathered from tho same field every 
year. ,vintc1· wheat can alwn.ys be succeeded by n. crop of corn
fo<ldcr, or Hungarian grass, from the same ground. * " * The 
water of :l\Iis,;ouri is abundant and healthful. Perennial springs 
and copious streams arc found in every part of the State. The 
ailuvium which the i\Iississippi hol<ls in solution does not impair 
tho salutary quality of its waters. The undulating surface of 
:Missouri affords advantages of clrainn.ge and water-power, which 
arc denied to level prairies. This is an important consideration. 
The uece.-sity of thorough drainage to highly successful husband
ry has been established, antl the emigrant who would prefer the 
plains of other Stated to the gentle inequalities of :\lis. ouri, would 
betray n. costly ignorance of his own interest . 

Tho products which thrive in :;.\lis,-ouri are too numerous for 
sepamte enumeration. -The list would be an inventory of the 
productions of the temperate zone. All the cereals grow with 
rank luxuriance. The soil is rich in the chemical clements of 
which the dift'crent grains arc composed. * '~ * Hemp and 
tobacco arc two of tho mn.in staples of l\lissomi. Equal to the 
best growth of Kentucky and Virginia., they are a vast sonrcc of 
wealth to the State. Few crops yiclu a larger profit. Missouri 
produces more than forty-five per cent. of the hemp of the United 
States. 

Missonri is admirably adapted to the cultivation of fruit. Ap
ples, pears, peaches, plums, cherries, currants, strawberries, black
berrie,, quinces, apricots, and nectarines, reach a rare size and 
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delicacy of flavor. Trees and vines grow rapidly ancl bear large
ly. In :.;outhern l\lissouri, the winters arc .o mild that fruit-trees 
arc seltlom injured by inclemency of the weather. The season, 
which eyen iu northern JUissomi permits plowing by the micldlc 
of l\larch, can not be very seYero or protracted. In open winters, 
farmc-1:s h::we not infrequently done their plowing in December 
and J n.nuary. In the genial climate of ~fo,souri, the farme1:s may 
enjoy from ;\fay to N oYembcr, an munterruptccl f\uccess1011 of 
fresh 'fruits. Apples can be produced in illimitable quantitici;;, 
The trees mature at least fi,·c years earlier than they clo in K cw 
En"'land. Peach-trees continue to uen.r from fifteen to twenty 

"' f i' l . 'I' years and apple-trees rom twenty-1,·o to t nrty yen.rs. wo 
thous~nd bushels of peaches have been gathered from n. Ringle 
acre. Fruit cultme is one of the most lucrative bmnchcs of lrns-
bam1ry in l\lis ouri. . . . . 

Unlcs:; the prophecies of sctent1fic men arc false, and the obvious 
intentions of nature arc thwarted, l\lissomi is destined to be the 
vineyard of America. * * '1' Tho physical structure of south
ern l\lii-souri is n. prophecy of rich and delicious vintages, which 
the sa<racious enterprise of our citizens should speedily fulfill. 

c"' * * * * * * * 
Our soil and climate arc favorable to every staple of the tem

perate zone. In every direction, there arc unopened avenues 
lcadin"' to wealth. Rich lands and certain competeney n.ro the 
prizes "'which the intelligc'nt immigrant will dr:tw. For ~he prn• 
dent and industrious settler there arc no blanks. In tlns State, 
agricnltnro will as,mrcdly bless its skillful follower with inde
pcnrlenee and worldly store. 

St. Louis, ea,;ily accessible by ri \'Cr or mil, furnishes n. ready 
and unfailing market for every production of tho hnshan<lman. 
The exuberant ""\V cRt invites the farmers of tho Ohl "\Vorld and 
of N cw England to forsake their ungmtefnl wastes for n. soil 
which will show a richer appreciation oftheit· tillage. 

l\k,Er.ALS OF )lrssoum.-Missouri may safely challcnO'C the 
world to produce its superior in the number, extent, anc~ Yalue of 
its minerals. The immen ity of its mineral wealth sub,1ccts even 
a truthful exposition to n. sugpicion of exaggeration. T!rn sober 
calculations of geology geem to be mere figmcs of rhetonc. The 
imperfect explorations which have been made have d~sclo. eel the 
superiority, but not the full magnitude of the metn.lhe reRonrccs 
of l\Iissouri. Somo of tho vaults of nature's bank have been 
opened, hut the treasure is too va t to be counted. The earth 
has hoarded in its coffers an unmintccl ancl incalculable wealth. 
The inventory of the mineral resources of. l\Ii souri en11me~·ates 
sprin"'s-whose waters arc impregnated with Falt, sulpl'.111·, iron, 
and petroleum-jasper, agate, chalcedony, lithograpl11c RtoTJe, 
vitreous sand, granite, marble, limestone, pla tic and fire-clays, 
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metallic paints, hydraulic cements, mill ancl grindstones, firc

rock, kaolin, emory, plumbago, nickel, cobalt, zinc, copper, silver, 

gol<l, lead, coal, and iron. l\Iost of these minerals occur in quan

tities that arc literally inexhaustible. In case of many of the. e 

articles, the mines and quarries of Missouri could easily supply 

the market of the world. If an incomplete geologic survey and 

the rude efforts of unscientific miners, who have as yet scarcely 

touched the vast deposits of the tate, have disclosed uch re nits 

we may justly expect far richer developments when an exhaust: 

ive investigation has been made, and systematic minin<Y been 
extensively prosecuted. "' 

Of silver and gold, traces only have been di covered. Cobalt 
an<l nickel exist in profusion. 

Zinc is very abundant. Its masses have often retardetl the 

mining of more valuable ores. Thousands of tons of this metal 

thrown away by the lead miners as a vexation and worthies~ 

impediment to their progres~, might be, with a profitable cheap

nes , reclaimed to the uses of commerce. The ore is very pure. 

Copper has been found in fifteen counties. * * * 
Lead has been discovered in more than 500 localities. Its 

pm·ple veins nm through twenty counties, and intersect an area 
of more than 6,000 square miles. 

* * * * * * * * 
CoAL.-Coal underlies a large portion of l\Iissouri. It has al

ready been discovered in thirty countie'. Beds of canncl coal 

45 fret thick, have been found. There are 160 square miles of 

coal in St. Louis County. The amount of coal in Cooper County 

has been estimated at 60,000,000 tons. U ncler every acre of 

Boone County, there i supposed to be at least $1 000 worth of 

coal. The deposits in the vicinity of Booneville co;er an area of 

2,000 square miles. The strata have a mean thickness of three 

feet, and are calculated to contain 60,000,000 tons of coal. 
Inox abounds in different portions of l\Iis ouri, but the stupen

dous masse of ~lmost solid iron, found in St. Francois, Iron, and 

Reynolds counties, dwarf the discoveries of other localities into 

insignific:mcc. Before the blonrnries of Ironton the furnaces in 

other sections of the State mu~t pale their incffedtual fires. The 

results of Dr. L1rrox's investigations have been often published, 

but perhaps the use for which this article is desi<Yned will justify 
their reproduction. "' 

Shepherd Iountai_n is 660 feet high. The ore, which is magnetic 

and specular, conta111s a large perccntao-e of pure iron. The 

MJight of Pilot Knob above the l\Iississippi River is 1,118 feet. 

Its base, 581 feet from the summit, is 360 acres. The iron is known 

to extend 4-!0 feet below the urfacc. The upper section of 141 

feet is jrnlge<l to contain 14,000,000 tons of ore. 
The elevation of Iron Mountain is 228 feet, and the area of its 
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base 500 acres. The solid contents of the cone are 230,0oo;ooo 

tons. It is thought that every foot beneath the surface will yield 

3,000,000 ton of ore. At the depth of 180 feet, an arte ian au<Yer 

is still penetrating solid ore. "' 

Dr. Lrrrox thinks that these mountains contain enouo-h iron 

above the surface to afford for 200 years an annual supply of 

l,000,000 tons. Thf' orei almost exclusively pecular. lt yields 

56 per cent. of pure iron. The iron is strong, tough, and fibrous. 
These ores underlie some of the richest land in the tatc. The 

owner posse ses at once a fertile farm and a valuable mine. In 

some cases, it is difficult to determine whether the agricultural or 

mineral resources arc most productive. Full coffers arc the re

ward of either industry. A poor man can earn enough in a few 

months to purchase a mineral farm. Under prescribed condition , 

Jes than 20 wi 11 secure a homestead of 160 acres. The workman 

who, with a full knowledge of the fact, woul<l. prefer delving for a 

mere pittance in the mines of Europe to the indcpemlcnt owner

ship of a mine in l\Iissouri, must be a miner who has not yet reach

ed the years of discretion. Ile must be too young to have a mine 

of his own. 
The mines of Missouri present a favorable contrast to the col

lieries of Britain. They arc shallow, cool, and healthful. 'rlie 

thickncs of the seam generally permits work in an erect po ition. 

Never, in a single in tance, have the galleries of our coal mines 

been the scene of a fatal explo ion. If the unembellished facts of 

our mineral resources and mining facilities could be diffused 

throughout the coal di tricts of England, thousands of British 

miners would no longer submit to their present hard hips, but 

hasten to the favored State where higher wages and lighter labors 

would soon procure them a happy competency. The inducements 

which l\Iis ouri present to the miner arc great and substantial. 

Liberal wages will reward his service, ancl enable him to satisfy 

his love of indepcn<l.cnce and home by the early acquisition of a 

freehold. Political equality, social respect, antl material ncce s, 

await the myriads whom a knowledge of our mineral re ources 

will soon make citizens of l\Iissouri. 
liIAXUFACTURES OF M1ssoum.-There is no branch of general 

industry to which l\Ii ·souri has paid less attention than to manu

factures. The rare advantages of the State ha,·e not been im

proved. The amount of our domestic products is by no means 

common uratc with our facilities for manufacture. But an era of 

greater activity ha already begun. In St. Louis, for the year 

ending October, 1 65, the United States Assessor reports an aver

age of ten licenses a day for the opening of new establishments. 

During the same period, there was an increase of 5 per cent. in 

the manufacture of clothing, cotton fabric , boots, shoes, iron and 

wooden ware. 
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It is ob,·iously unnecessary to enumerate the article that ought 
to be manufactured in Missouri. There is scarcely a want or a 

luxury of human life which this State is not able to satisfy by 
products of domestic manufacture. 

Acccs ible fore t of various and valnable lumber cover whole 
counties, antl yet we import annually 150,000,000 feet of lumber, 
at a cost of $6,000,000. 

Admirable water-power aboumls in almo t every part of tho 
State. It shoultl be taught to drive the wheel of saw-mills, and 
to whirl the spi1H1lcs of woolen and cotton mills. Ro sound 
reason can be offered why this State should not produce its own 
textile fabrics. The only cotton mill in St. Louis has met with a 
succe ·s tlrn.t ought to lead to the erection of other factories. 

ST. Loc:1 .-St. Louis is ordained by the decrees of phy<>ical 
nature to become the great inland metropolis of thi,; continent. 
It can not escape the magnificence of its destiny. Greatness is 
the nccc~sity of its position. N cw York may be the head, but 
St. Louis will be the hC'art, of .America. The stream of traffic 
which must flow through this mart will emich it with alluvial 
deposits of gold. Its central location and facilities of communi
cation unmi takably indicate the Leading part which this city 
will take in the exchange and distribution of the products of the 
.:\Iississippi Valley. St. Louis is situatetl upon the west bank of 
the )Iis i sippi, at an altitude of 400 feet above the lcYcl of the 
sea. It is far above the highc8t floods that ever swell the Father 
of water:-. Its latitude is 38 deg. 37 min. 28 sec. north, and its 
longitude 90 deg. 15 min. 16 sec. west. It is 20 miles below the 
month of the l\Iissouri, and 200 above the confluence of the Ohio. 

This metropolis, though in the infancy of its grcatnes~, is al
ready a large city. It length is about eight miles, ::t.11(1 its width 
three. .'uburb::m residence, , the outposts of the gran<l advance, 
are now stationcll six or seven miles from the river. The prc~ent 
population of St. Louis is 204,300. In 1865, the real aud pc1·Hon
al property of the city was a sc sed at 8100,000,000, antl in 18GG, 
at $126,877,000. 

R .HLP.OADS OF }lr·soum.-Thc railroad system of :Missomi is. 
exhibited in the following tabular statement:-

Ruil,.oada. 

Cairo and Fulton ............. . ....... _. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 
l\Ii souri Valley.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 
.Atlantic ancl Pacific.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 88 
Iron :\Iountain.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 87 
North l\Iissouri ..................................... 1 68 
Hannibal and t. Joseph ............................. 233 
l\Ii. sonri Pacific ..................................... 283 
Total length of railroads in operation within the State .. 948 
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A yast enlar"'ement of onr railro::ul facilities is contcmplatecl. 
l\Iorc than 10,000 miles of new lineti have been projcet ctl on the 
west side of the l\Ii sissippi. A quarter of a centmy may lapse 
before the completion of the c exten ions; yet the very co11cept1on 
of them shows that the public mill(l is alive to thl'ir importance? 

Eo1:CATIOx.-}li~somi encourages immi~rants by a just and 
generous care fo r the etlneation of their children. Immigrants 
will fiml here not only r:we opportunities for material success, 
but excellent faeilitics for the cultivation of those i;:piritual forces 
which determine the tlcstinies of men and the grcatne s of 
nations. * * * * * ~' * 

The public schools of S~. L_ouis were organized in 1833, and 
went into practical operation 111 1839. They arc now an ~1onor 
to "\V c;;tern culture. Improved by the best results of t'X }ll'r1cncc, 
taught by au accomplis!lC'tl. cor1!s o~· in:s~rnctor;;, arnl, aide, \ with 
the resources of valuable public 1Lbnw1es, they allor,l to tho 
youth of this mctrol?olis the ~cans of a thorough popular educa
tion. The grade. ot our public schools arc basL• d upon a ~ystcm 
of ri"'itl. cLi,-sifi<::ition. They culminate in the lliµ;h School. 
Stud~1ts enter 'this institution only through the onkal of a <'Om

petiti,·c examination. ..Admittance, therefore, implil'~ C'-.:cmplary 
deportment, and succ ssfol ~cholarship. The di.'cipli'.1c of tho 
Ili"'h School embraces the h1cThcr branches of an Engh,;h C'duca
tio~ and the aca<lemic com t of classic cnltnre. Ti,c Rcholarly 
trainin"' of thi:,; in. titution qualifies it graduates for the duties 
of life, or the pursuit of polite learning. . . . . 

* ~, There is no reason why St. Lom., with Jt" ac1nnrablc 
system of puuli0 bchools and hi"'hcr in titution:- ol'leamin~, shonltl 
not become the center of \V ~,;;tern cnltm~. The mctrnpolis of 
the "\Vest should diffuse throu«hont this valley tho:e principles 
of mental aml moral enlightinment on which Olll' republican 
civilization rests. 

PuBLIC L~~n,;.-Any public lands in l\lissomi, contC'mplated 
by the terms of the act, can be entered u11<lcr tho home toad 
law. Th Government, accepts in payment for public lanrls cash, 
laml warrant, and agricultural scrip. By act of Con~rc:s pas ed 
July 2, 1 G2, ~, this crip, when llnly a· igned and atte~tccl by two 
witncs. e~, unllcr such authority of said State as the :.et of tho 
Legislature thereof may designate, may b snrrcnrlcrccl at any 
lanJ office in sati-faction of a location of 'one quarter of a sec
tion,' or for any quantity in one legal subdivision less than one 
quarter section, where such location is taken in full for one quarter 
section-the location to be re. tricted to vacant pnblie lands sub
ject to entry at priYato ~ale at $1.25. per aere, minl:ra.l Jan& 
exclutlc<1 anti whibt the afT<Tre«atc locat10n of all the dauns under 
tho ;;ai<l ~ct may he takc1t?n ;ny of the tenitorics "·itho11t limit
ation as to tlio quantity located ·in any one of them, yet, in virtue 
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of express limitation in the statute, not more than 1,000,000 acres 
of the total aggregate scrip-issue under said act can be located 
within the limits of any of the Sto,tcs." Agricultural scrip is now 
,·m·y cheap. It can be bought at sixty cents an acre; in other 
word , lG0 acres of land, which the Go1·ernment values at 200. 
can be purcha eel by mC"an of thi · crip for '96. But one diffi
culty attends the location of Janel with College scrip. Under a 
IGO-acre la.1Hl warrant, the ole requi ·ition is that the forty-acre 
subdivisions shall lie in contiguous tracts. But a location with 
1:crip demand that the land hall constitute a "quarter section" 
in the technical sense of the law. Divide a" section" into four 
equilateral parts-IGO acre , if entered with scrip, mu t compri c 
one of these square~; no other form will satisfy the requirements 
of the law. 

Professor W ATERrrousE thus closes his interesting descrip

tion:-

Free Missouri, instinct with the spirit of progre s, and loyal to 
the genius of Republican liberty, will welcome the immigrant to 
the enjoyment of her boundless advantages, and enrich his industry 
with generous recompense. :Millions may accept the proffered 
hospitality without exhau ting the ample board which Missouri 
spread upon her "table " lands. 

From the last Report of the General Land Office:

S01L.-The soil of Missonri ic, remarkable for its variety and 
excel lcnce. The most producti 1·c portions are the alluvions of the 
river-courses, which, though often mixed with sam1, are rich in 
the clements of fertilization. Even in the mountain regions, there 
are rich valleys, and tho e tract reported as inarablc are covered 
with valuable growths of white pine. The marshes of the south
ea t, when properly drained, will constitute the best farming 
lands of the State. The river bottoms are covered with luxuri
ant ~rowths of oak, elm, ash, hickory, cottonwood, linden, and 
white antl black walnnt. Thinner soils abound in white an<l pin 
oak; and, occa ionally, arc covered with heavy forests of yellow 
pine, crab-apples, pawpaws, hazel, and wild grapes of a spontanc
ou luxuriance. 

Cu~IATE.-Thc climate is notc<l for extremes of temperature. 
In the winter, the river arc often frozen so as to admit the cross
ing of heavily-loaded vehicles, while in summer it is extremely 
warm, its enervating effects being prevented by a very dry, pure 
atmo phcre, generally favorable to health and longevity. 

AGRICULTURE.-The plcndi<l agricultural capacities of thi 
State arc attracting increa eel attention. In 1 GO, returns ex
hibited an advance of from fifty to five hundred per cent. ove1· 
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the a"'o-reo-ate of 1850, in the production o[ Ii ve stock, cereal 
oo o . l b f . . b crops tobacco, nee, my, peas, cans, potatoes, nnts, wrnes, ut-

ter dhccsc, molasses of all kinds, honey and wax, wool, slaugh
ter~cl. animals, and of the orchard and garden products. The great 
staple i · Indian corn, to the prouuction of which the rich prairies, 
and hot summers of l\Iis onri arc particularly a,lapte<l. ~lore 
hemp i produced in this State than in any other, except Ken
tucky. The increase of cultivated lantl in ten years wa. three
fold. Durinrr the subsequent years of uomestic strife, the agri
cultural inte~e ts of the 'tatc ,,,e1·e in a languishing condition ; 
but the return of peace is rapidly restoring the element. of pros
perity to all intlustrial intcre ts. 

1\lr::rnRALs.-:.'.\li souri is richly endowed with mineral wealth. 
The iron region around Iron :.'.\fountain and Pil?t Kn~b, is un _ur
pa sccl in the work! for the abundance a11d punty of its deposits. 
On the l\laramcc River, and in some other localities, are found 
small quantities of leacl. 

opper is found extcn. ively deposited, being most abundant 
near the La !IIotte mines. It is also found with nickel, manga
nese iron cobalt and lead, in combination , yielding from thirty 
to rdrty p~r cent.' All these metals, except nickel, exist in consid
erable qu:i.ntitic ; al o silver, in combination with lead ore and 
tin. Lime tone, marble, and other eligible building material, are 
abundant, especially north ofthe :.'.\lissouri. The geological form
ations of the ...tatc are principally those between the upper coal 
measure antl the lower ilmian roclrn. The drift is spread over a 
b.ro-c surface· in the north, vast beth; of bituminous coal, inclucl
in crb cannel co;l exist on both sides of the l\lissouri River. \Vhcn 
th~sc mineral ;.esources shall receive their proper c1cvelopmcnt, 
they will immensely enlaro·e the scope of industrial c11terpri c. 

l\L\:lffFAC"I'URES.-The ~1anufacturing eRtablishment;;, in l GO, 
numbered three thou,-and, one hundreu and fifty-seven, with a 
capital of 20,034,220, employing a large la?oring force. The 
expense of production, inclnding raw 111?-tcnal :11<l labor,. ,yas 
$30,519,657, the value of the product bcrng $41,,81,G51, g1v111g 
a profit of ··11,261,994, or fifty-five per cent. on the capital. The 
articles produced were generally uitcd to home demand~, and 
restricteJ. to the simpler proces cs. Jlacilitics for the higher 
branches of the useful, and for the fine arts, ho,Yevcr, arc known 
to exist, aud will soon be cle1·elopcd, their aggregate showing a 
very marked advance over the previous dcccn11ial re ·ults. 

HAILROADS.-ln 1860, there were eight hundred and sevent~cn 
miles of railroad in operation. Late hostilities were destructive 
to uch interests and property; but the injuries are being rapidly 
repaired by the renewing force of peaceful industry: Tl~c posi
tion of ::\Iissouri in reo-arcl to continental railway lines, 1s emrnently 
favoral.,le, one of tht direct routes from N cw York to an Fran-
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cisco, passing through the State, which is destined to accommo
date a constantly accumulating ancl extensive tra<1e. 

Jm•FE1:soN CrrY, the capital of the State, on the right bank of 
the ~lissouri, one hundred and twenty-eight miles from :::it. Louis, 
occupies an elevated site, with a commanding view of the river, 
and of the oppo1-itc cedar-crownctl cliffs. It contains the capitol 
lmilJing, other :::itatc edifice,;, an,1 is well upplic,1 with churches, 
schools, ancl new papers. Its present population is about four 
thou. and. 

ST. Louis is a great commercial ancl industrial emporium, 
commanding a large portion of the trade of the ~fo;sis1,;ippi River 
system. Its railroad connections have cxpancle\l its i111luence, 
increasing its commercial tmn actions. The acc,uunlntions of 
capital, the Rplendid in(lu,;trial enterprise, the imcial refinement, 
and intellectual advantages, render it one of the mo~t attractive 
c·itics on the continent, its present population being considerably 
in cxce~s of two hundred thousand. 

The State finances arc comparatively easy, the atlministration 
economical, and the revenue amply aclequate to the rcr1uii·cments 
of the l,tate. 

From the Report of the Department of Agriculture, May 

and June, 18G8 :-

PRE.'EXT Y.\LL"E OF LAXD AS CO)rPARED WITH 1800.-.\ nnmher 
of the western connties of )lissouri, including Holt, Jack-on, ,'t. 
Clair, McDonahl, and Green, Tcx:1s, near the 'Ottthern bonier, and 
IIowal"ll, Shelby, and Linn, in the northeastern portion of the State, 
report 110 material change in the average valne of farm lands since 
1860; whibt }lontgomcry reports an active decline of 20 ll"r cent.; 
1\Iadison, 33 per cent., all(\ Stod<hnl a, till higher rate of <lccrea e. 
Cooper, Ray, Osa<Ye, DeKalb, Calloway, Vernon, .Au(lrnin, Seot• 
land, Lewis, Canton, Buchanan, Lincoln, and Scott, rep,>rt a,hances 
ranging from 4 to 15 per cent.; Gentry, 20 per cent.; Christian, 
Cedar, .,. ewton, aml Dallas, 25 to 30 per cent.; Cas", St. Gene• 
YicYe, ::\forcer, 33 to 40 per crnt.; Pike, }lissis'ippi, Harrison, Liv• 
iugston, Iron, Chariton, Boone, Datlc, Lawrence, X 011.rn·:iy, 40 to 
50 per cent.; Cole, 05; Miller aml Bate;:, SO per cent.; ::.\loniteau, 
St. Louis, Phelps, Hickory, Johnson, anJ Henry, 10 to 130 per 
cent.; and ,Jefferson report an advance of 400 per cent. From 
the several cstim:ttcs of our reporters, there appears to he an aver
age of 30 to 35 per cent. for the farm land of the whole StaLe 
since the date named. Our J effcrson reporter accounts for the 
large increase of price in that county as followR :-

" Our county i quite broken ancl hilly, and wa consitle1·cd al
most worthless for farmin(T, avera(Ting: abont ,3 1wr acre; but in 

0 0 ~ ff . 
1863-6-i the hill began to attract the attention o nut-growers, 
since which time prices have been rapidly ad·rnncing." 
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In many counties lands depreciated largely during the war, bnt 
have been increasing in value since 1SG5 ; from that <late they 
have o-cnernlly recovered the decline, and made the :1<lva11ces 
note<! ~tbovc the values of 1860. In this regard our Shcll,y corre
spondent Rays :-

" Farm la11ds are now about the same as in 1860; they were 25 

per cent. lower in 1 63-6-!, but haYe a1h·anced at the rate i11{li• 
catctl Rince the latter date. Good farms can be bought here for 
about ~-20 per acre." 

Another correspondent, in Livingston County, writes as 
follows:-

" The price of farm lands in this connty has increase,1 n hout 50 

per cent. since 1860. Farms selling in 1860 at from 810 to '40, 

accorcling- to locality, improvement, &c., arc now scllrng- at from 
815 to .·ao. For some time during the war real estate <1irnini~hed 
in value very much below the prices of l 8GO, but townnl the elosc 
of the war it increased rapidly, and has :i,h:inc~d steadily ever 
i,;ince, until it has reachccl tho present rates, at which it seems to be 
on the staml." 

PmcE OF ,vrLo LA:rns, &c.-Thc wilr1 and unimproYe\1 l:tnds of 
:Missouri rann-c in price from 81 to '70 per acre, cmhracing in 
character amf soil as great a Yariety as in price. In Carter County 
this tlcscription of land is a,;scs ctl at '1.:30 per acre. In Sto,l1hrd 
it j, worth 2.50 per acre on an average; of excellent quality; 
one-half called" s,v:unp," but most of it mnrnlly !lry and vny for
tilc. ~lississippi, $1.50 to $5 pct· ac1·e, quality good. 8C'ott, 83 

per acre; northern part of the connty !iilly, and produce,; wheat, 
lrnli:m corn, rye, barley, tobacco, fnHts, &c.; the e:i~tern and 
westcl"II part:-, rich bottom html (which Rometimes overflows); the 
central and southern parts sandy and differs in pro1lucti, enc s. 
Cape Gimrdcan, $1 and upwanl; four-fifths of the ar<•:1, of the 
county susceptible of cultivation ; one-fifth snitahlc for p:1-.t1~re~; 
some portions suited to the vine antl other fruit culture. ::\f:u\tf;on, 
3; rolling, heavily timbered with o~k; Roil thin. Iron, •fl:25 ~o 

$10; various qualitie . t. Ge11c,·1c,·e, average , 1 ; Y:w1cs in 

quality from good, gently undulating, t_o thin 1;1-ncl rocky bntls. 
J effer,;on, $20 to $25 ; nearly all the lull or nclges ht~ve b?en 
tc ted in fruit-r:iisin<T, and proved successful. St. Lom~, umm• 
proved form lands a~eragc about 870 per acre; hilly land about 
$30 · bluffs alonr-, the river. ~ 10; the hills tolerably goo<l farming 
lanu's but "OOd Rir fruit; the bluff l:.rntls rocky and oflittlc value 
exce,;t for~vood, though, as far as tried, grapes do well. Lin~oln, 
$7.50; some of the be t laml unimproved fot· want o~ popubt10n; 
422,945 acres in the county; population, 13,000. Pike, 8l0, and 
~lontg-omery, $8; adapte<l to wheat, Indian corn, tol,:1~e?, &c. 
Aud min, $G; good prairie land~; LewiR, $6.50 to•. 15 for pramc, and 

15 to 25 for timber ; three-fifths of the connty timbered, the other 
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two-fifths rolling prairie; Clark, $5 ~o $10; Sco~l~nd, _$6.50; good 
upland prairie antl ric~i bottom ; L111n, ·'5, prame, high and dry, 
soil generally good, slightly sandy; will produce all the crops of 
the latitude-corn about 40 bushels, and wheat 20 bushels to the 
acre; Li,·ingston, average, '13; prairie and timber; black, loamy 
soil; rolling prairie and ri~·cr antl creek bottoms. :Mercc1:, ~--1 t~ 
$7, la1·gcly held by non-resident speculato:·s; about two-tlm:<ls of 
the county unimproved, about equally dinded ~etwecn timber 
0 nd I)rairic · hi"h and rollin" nine-tenth susceptible ofrcmuner-
" ) V b) , 

alive cultivation. Harrison, $1.25 to $5; black loan~, qual_ity 
"OOcl · GenttT 1m1irie :3 timber '12; the country 1s rolling 
0 

' ·' ' • · 1 · 1 d l I 20 prairie, with a;1 abundance _of timber; so,_ ~-1c 1, ar < oa_m, 
mches deep, with clay sub 011. _odaway, 4, capable of p1o~luc
ing the crops of the latitude, part1cularly corn and grass; medium 
for wheat. Holt, $5, for lands lying near settlement ; much not 
worth over $3 or $4; large tracts arc held_ ?Y speculators at _87 
to 10 per acre.· DeKalb, '10, uplan~ prau:ie; La Fay •ttc, ~_20 
for prairie, claimed to be of fo?est 9-uahty, s01l four feet deep; rn
fcrior quality 10 per acre will yield good crops of wheat, corn, 
oats, &c. B~chanan and Jack on, $20; Ray, ,·s; will produce 
wheat corn tobacco &c. John. on, ·12; character good tor farm
ing pu'rpose~. Cass,' '10 to :~o for timber and '.4 to :·1~ fo_r pr~i
rie; all good, tillable land, with from 12 to ~O mche_s v1_rg111 s01l. 
Henry, prairie SG to 81 o, timber 820 to ~·25_; soil, alluvial _hmPsto_n~, 
black and rich. Dates, 'G, limestone, with clay ubsoil ; prame 
rollin" and on the ridge there i a "Ood supply of lime and sand-

"' b f stone for building purpo es. V crnon, about 350,000 acres o raw 
prairie in the market, at from $2 to $5 per acre; sandy lo~m and 
coarse black limestone soils, adapted to all the s~all g1:m11s an<l 
grasses. St. Clair 4, and Cedar '3; ch~ractcr d1v~nnficcl, from 
land · fitted only for pa turao-c to the nchest of 1wer bottom, 
which will produce 50 to 75 bu. hels of con~ per acre. ~ade, '2 
to $5 for such a may he cultivated; considerable port1011s ren
dered unfit for cultivation by reason of mixture of rocks, sandstone, 
lime,tone, &c. Lawrence, ·5; timber and prairie; thr c-fourth 
of the prairie susceptible of cultivation, all good gra s land ; half 
the timber can be cultivated. cwton, bottom lands antl best 
prairie, '10; inferior, . 5 per acre. McJ??nald, 82 to ,G; t_be 
county is broken and h1ll_y; non_e bt~t pra1r~e 01: valley ~and till
able. Green lands fit for cult.1vat1011 or 111 tunber, • 7; about 
300,000 acre; wild hncl in the county, 75,000 of whi_c~1 is ow1;ed 
by the Southwcster1; Pacific Rail_ro~l Company; pramc,aml tim: 
ber, four-fifths cultivable. Chnst1an, 3, and 1 exas, 1 to ~5, 
partially timbered; soil grayclly, adapted to the cult~1re of frmts, 
tobacco and the cereals. Hickory, 4; lands productive. D~lla~, 
·2 to s'10; a portion usceptible of cultivation, the rem:11ntle1: 

yaluablc only for timber and pasturage. Phelp , 81 to $10, 
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mostly broken, with some little prairie, but chiefly timbered; 
the valleys arc very rich, and good for corn, the uplands for ·mall 
grains and fruit. 1\Iiller, $1.25 to $5 ; variety of soils, from dark 
limestone loam to light 01· chocolate-colored, and clay sub oil. 
Os::we 6 · rollino- with a top loam from G to 10 inches in depth; 

t:,' ' .::,) • 

Cole Bl to ·10; much of 1t excellent wheat, grass, and orchard 
Janel'; a port\on of ~he cheap lands will be useful 01;ly for sh~cp 
pasture., havmg a flmty, gravelly surface, covered with oak, lnek
ory ancl some grass. .Moniteau, to 12; capable of producing 
40 to 50 bushels to the acre. Cooper, $10; suited to fruit culture. 
Boone, ,10; fit for general farming. Calloway, _$8;. will grow 
tobacco wheat, ancl grass. Uoward, $5 to $10; soil tlun but pro
ductive.' Chariton, 7.50 for prairie, $20 for timber; oil equal 
to any in the country. _ . . 

There is still a great deal of Government land 111 1\I1ssour1 sub
ject to entry under the homestead laws, or purchasable at the 
established prices for public land·. In 1 60 the tota_l area not 
incl u<lecl in farms exceeded 21,000,000 of acres, agamst about 
20 000 000 taken up in farm,, only about 6,000,000 of which was 

' ' . . actually under cult1vat10n. 
l\IrnERALS.-)lissouri is rich in oil, minerals, and timber, an<l 

f'rom its favorable location and great natural resources mus~ at 
an early day take high rank among the great State of the Umo!1· 
The Missouri River divide the tatc into two parts, having dd: 
fcrent phy ical charactcri tics. South of the river, a far west a 
the o~age, the surface is rolliug, gra(!ually rising into a hilly 
country. Beyond the O·age, at some distance, com~enccs a ,:ast 
expanse of prairie, stretching westward. The chief geological 
formations in these re<Tion. arc soli<l strata of carboniforous ancl 
ilurian limestone ancf sandstone, repo ing on or around the un

stratified primary rocks. In the hilly and brok~n reg_ions, inc_luc_l
ing a large portion of the late outh of the l\_ltssoun, the s01l_ 1s 
formed of disinte"ratecl sandstone, and sycmte and magncs1an 
lime tone. The siil compo eel of the latter materials arc fertile, 
but in omc parts of the mineral regions their productiveness i 
impaired by the admixture of iron oxides. That part of the , ta~c 
lying north of the l\lissouri i ~ither rollin" or quite fla~, and m 
no place mountainous. The soils are equal to the be t mtcnale 
lands, and cultivation is probably in a ~10rc advanced , t:1te ~han 
to the outh of the river. Its gcolop;1cal substratum 1s clucfly 
carboniferous limestone, and the di t,:ict is distinguished !or its 
vast measures of bituminous coal. In the southeastern section of 
the , tate, from Cape Girardeau to th~ northern part of Arkansas, 
there are large tracts of marshy and rnundatcd lands. 

The principal minerals of the tatc arc iron, lead, coal, coppc:1·, 
tin, limestone sandstone freestone, &c., &c. Iron is reported 111 

greater or le' s abunda1;ee in ·cott, Cape Girardeau, Iron, St. 
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GencvieYc, Mercer, Cedar, Green, Texas, La Fayette, Newton, 

Phelp~, Osage, Cole, a11Ll other counties; coal in Lim:oln, Mont

gomery, Audrain, Shelby, Lewis, Scotland, Linn, Living. ton, 

.Mercer, Ifarriso11, Gentry, La Fayette, Nodaway, Cass, IIcmy, 

'Bates, ~t. Clair, Vernon, Dade, Cole, :;\Ioniteau, Boone, Calloway, 

Ilow::ml, Chariton, &c. ; lead in Madison, Iron, St. GcncvieYe, 

J effcrson, :\forcer, Vernon, Cedar, N cwton, La Fayette, Green, 

Tcxa~, Dallm;, O:::age, Cole, &c.; copper in V crnon, Cedar, Green, 
Texas, aml Cole; tin in Iron; slight traces of golJ in :;\forcer, but 

not in paying quantities; sih·er in Cedar; nickel ancl cobalt in 

:Madison; limestone anll sanJstonc in Scott, Lewis, Livingston, 

De Kalb, Buchanan, Phelps, Cole, &c.; salt in Fayette and ad

joining- counties; chalk and potters' clay in Scott and La Fayette; 

fire and potter·' clay in Audrain and Cole; superior white sand 

in St. Gcncyicvc; antimony in Cedar; and glass saml in Cole. 

Our Lincoln reporter :;says that a bed of coal, ten miles long, one 

to three miles i11 width, ancl of unknown thickness, underlies that 

county; shaft' having been sunk in the bed to the depth of 

eighteen feet without getting through. In Calloway there i,; a 

bed of canncl coal twenty-five to seventy-five feet in thickness, 

extending for miles, it is claimed, and lyiug within four miles of 

the Mis~omi River. A Ycin of coal in Cole County, on the Pacific 

Railro::ul, has been bored one hundred feet without exhausting 

the coal measure. In particular localities these several minerals 

have been largely worked, bnt generally the mineral resources 

of the ~tate have been bnt slightly developed, want of capital 
being the chief drawback 

Trnmm.-,v alnut, hickory, elm, ash, oak, l1ackbcrry, linn, dog

wood, maple, cotton, pecan, sassafra:,;, and other Yaricties of tim

ber ahouucl in many sections of the State, and in fow, if any, 

countie,; is there a lack of timber for home uses. In some coun

ties lumbering i extensively engaged in. Our Texas reporter 

says they h:we thousands of acre:; of pine timber, ·with four steam 

and ten water powe1· mills now sawing lumber. In Mississippi 

County the timber is said to be very fine: "oaks, fi vc feet 111 

diameter; poplars, eight feet; cypre s, fourteen feet (exceptions, 

but plenty fonr to eight feet in diameter) ; but few mills, yet fifty 

mills could make fortunes here, as there is plenty of timber and 

gooll shipping facilities." Oak wooll brings from four to tivc 

dollars per cord in J effcr 011 City, Cole County. The Pacific 

Railroad is here supplied with fuel for the distance west of this 

county, where the line nms more than one hundred miles through 
a prairie country; much is also sold to steamboats alono- the 

Missouri River. Railroad ties for the Pacific Railroad ar~ al o 

furnished from this point. 
CRors.-Corn, wheat, oats, potatoeg, tobacco, and hay, arc the 

leading crops, but neither can be classed a specialty in any couuty, 
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though Indian corn is by far the heaviest product of the State, 
r;;aching nearly 47,000,000 bushel,; in 18liu, aml over 50,000,000 

busheb in 1807. The wheat crop of 1867 reached nearly 5,000,000 . 

bushels; oats, 4,:300,000 bushels; potatoes, 1,100,000 bnsh<'ls; 

tobacco, 11,600,000 pounds; hay, 680,000 ton . The avcrno-e 

gro~s receipt:, from the scYeral crop;; per acre were about as 1~1-

lows: Corn, 818; wheat, $25; oatR, 815; potatoes, '71; hay, 
$1!); tobacco, 892. The corn and hay crop:;, particularly back 

from railro:-icl faeilitie., arc largely consumed upon the farms 

where grown, hy cattle, horses, mules, and hogR, stock-raising 
having been largely engaged in within the pai:;t fow years as the 

mo::t profitable branch of farming operations for the interior, 

distant from markets and railroads. Our Chariton reporter ·writes 
as follow:,:-

" PreYions to the war, tobacco and hemp were specialties in this 
county, bnt since the cha11ge in onr :;system of labor our farmers 

arc rapic11y adapting them~elvC's to the change, anll arc turning 

their attention to Rtoek-rai::ing-, for which our county is eminently 

adapted. Corn, wh<'at, rye, oats, potatoes, grass, aml orchards 

are rapic1ly taking the place of the former crop", and our prairies 
being fill ed with cattle and mules, which will be more profitable." 

Our Cole County correspondent says :-
" The old RCttlcrR grow mostly corn, which must he fed on the 

farm if made profitable, for only such as arc within five miles 

of a i:;hippiug point can net 50 cents p<'r lmshcl when the price in 

St. Louis is 81 per bushel. Eastern people and the Germans 

pursue a more varied husbandry, raising small grain for market, 

which finds ready sale at remunerative pric :=1. The large merchant 

milL along the line of the Pacific Hai lrnad arc eagerly bnying up 

all the wheat and rye to supply tbei r milling capacitic . Peaches, 
appl<'f', and small fruits are becoming articles of freight west 

into Kansas, where all that can be sl1ippe<l, finLl a reacly market. 

Much attention is also bt•ing giYcn to grapes, whid1 will in a few 

years form a con~itlerablc item of our prod nee and trnclc westwanl. 

Hemp is a profitable crop in the rich bottoms, but labor for its 
cul ti ,·ation is scarce." 

Shelby County:-
Onr principal crop is corn, timothy, and Ilungarian grass. \y c 

rai~e and feed stock to get onr money back. Our lamls will 

yield 35 bushels of corn, and from one to one aucl a half tons of 

hay per acre, the corn selling at 30 to 60 cents per bushel, the hay 

$6 to 88 per ton. 
Scotland County:-
Our farmers arc giving the most attention to the hay crop, 

rai ing only sufficient grain for their stock. Taking the priees 

of the pa~t few years as a stanclarcl, the profits of stock-raising 

far cxce~d those of any other branch of farming. 
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Cooper County:- . . . 
·wheat is the great staple of tl11s county. ~e soil 1?eing_ of a 

~orous nature, prevents the wheat from freezing out m wmtcr. 
l'hc a vcragc is about 20 bushel I er acre. It co ts about 75 cents 
to raise a bushel of wheat, worth 2.50 per bushC'l; profit per acre 
$30 to '40. Goocl wheat Janel i worth ~40 to $50 per acre. So 
you sec wheat is the mo t profitable crop. 

De Kalb County:-
"\Vheat i the snre~t and mo. t profitable crop. Avcraae of 

wheat about 25 bushels per acre; corn, 40 bushels; oats, 35 
bm,hels. 

Phelp County:- . . . 
Until within a few years the prmc1pal crops were corn and. its 

concentration, pork; Lut lately th_ere. has 1?een more attcnt~on 
paid to the culture of ~vheat? and 1t bids f3:ir_ to be of much 11~1-

portance, as we ~re havmg n~11ls !O convert .,1t rnto flour, and ra~l
roacls to export it. Corn will yield 25 to vO bushels per acre !n 
:m ordinary season, worth 50 cents to 81 per bu he!. \Vheat m 
one in tance, the past season, yielded 27 bushels pet· acre, but the 
average is not abo\'C one-half that amount, worth the present 
season ·2 to $2.30 per bu hel. 

La Fayette County:-
Hemp is the special product, averaging ~bout 6_00 tons ann~ml

ly. It is baled m the rough, and old at nver pomts to hackicrs 
and shippers, at from ,'100 to :i\20_0 per t?n·. Flax: does well, ~)llt 
is not raised extensiYcly. Corn 1s next m importance, rcturmng 
with yery little labor, from 40 to 80 bushels per acre. The hoc 
is never used. \nth Eastern cultivation, 100 bushels and upward 
has been the yield. It is always a sure crop, and sells at from 30 
to 60 cents per bushel. \Vhe~t has bee_n heretofore. considered _a 
doubtful crop, owing to the light quality of the soil allowmg 1t 
to freeze out; this is obviate l by owing on rough ground or by 
clrillino-. But on newly ur ken ground the first three crops arc 
certai;. the second and third, generally the best. This sea on, 
on bot!~ old ancl new land, the crop is very abundant, and has 
been o-ood for the la t three years. 

In Lawrence, profit arc estimated as follow' : Corn, 88.50 per 
acre; wheat, $10; oat , ,;l 2 ; l\Iouiteau, wheat, $15 to :20 per acre. 
The averarre yield in t. Louis County, is given as follows: 15 
Lnshcls of~vheat, 50 bushels of corn, 60 bushels of potatoes, 1 ton 
of hay. 

Cotton is cultivated to some extent in some of the outbern 
counties but is not a certain crop, nor upon the whole as profit
able as ~ther branche of farming. Ilop culture is receiving some 
attention in Gentry and a few other counties, the soil and climate 
being thought farnrablc. 

But a small proportion of the crop is sp1·ing wheat, though in 
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a few of the northern conntie it is given the preference, winter 
varieties being liable to freezing out in cold winters. 

]<'all wheat is aencrally put in the ground during the months 
of September a_nd"'Octoher, and the sprino- v~ricties )n Marc_h and 
April· harvestmo- commences about the middle ot June m the 
lowc.-'part of thc"'State, extending to the milldle of July, some of 
the, prino--, own grain not ripeniug until Augu t. In a m:\jority 
of counti~ there is very little drilling, in many non~ ~tall, and 
no county reports more than one-half: In most locaht1cs, whero 
tried, the drilling system i considered. superior to the old mode, 
and is g-radnally being adopted. ~\. correspondent says:-

" \Vheat is larrrely cultivated, but generally badly managed; 
some however, !~ave used the drill to good purpose, and. pro
ducecl from 20 to 25 bushels to the acre." 

Mi:souri wheat culture is no exception to the general sy tom 
of the \Vest-the largest possible crnps upon the least amount of 
labor-almost every thing left ~o nature beyond the dropping of 
the seed. A correspondent wntes :-

" The c:nefnl and scientific cultt1re of wheat is not practiced in 
thi county; no drill , and but few rollers. \V~1c~t generally 
sown amon"' the rrrowinO' corn and 'scratched 111 with lmll-

b b b • f' 
tono-nc plow. The only wonder,, , that we harve t any crop rom 
such cultur ; yet from 10 to 25 bushels arc generally realized." 

Another reporter says:-
" The mode of culture is rather primitive in most cases, the seed 

beino- sown broadcast and covered with a shoYel or triangular 
"' d di . h . " plow; a f w plow the groun an . 1:-uTow m t e gram. 
ome plow stubble ground twice, sow broadcast, and har~·ow· 

twice. Fallow ground is usually plowed hut once. Our l\1achson 
reporter sa1s :-

" The soil is generally broken about four inches in August or 
Scptcm bcr." 

In Iron County the general culture is breaking the soil, sowing, 
and harrowing or brushing in ; in dry seasons sown among t~c 
corn and plowed in. The average yield of_ wheat per acre 111 

l\lissouri in 1866 was 16½ bushels; and m 1867 about 12¼ 
bushel . 

IIA Y A~D P ASTURE.-The wild prairie gra ses, blue-joint! J t~ne 
grasR, rye grass, white clover, sage, and. swamp_ ~rasseR, fnrn_1sh 
the natural pastures of l\Ii ouri, the natl\"e pramc grass bemg 
generally superseded by blue ~rass, which appears in all ~ections 
of the 'tate where the praines arc pastured freely. Timothy, 
orchard grass, red-top, and red clo:er ar~ the principal cul~ivated 
graR R, but the prairies arc the chief reliance for the snb,ui-tcnce 
of tock during the pa tm·ing sea on, which is reporte<l as ra~g
ino- from six to eleven months in I nrrth in the several counties, 
th~ ayerage in the State being about ~igbt months, during which 

19 
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stock can do well npon pa!,ture alone, though a number of counties 
name nine months, and Pike runs up to elenm months. Our 
Chariton reporter writes upon this subject as fo llows :-

" Blue "'r:tss mixed with white clover in our pastures and com• 
mons, anS on our prairies a luxuriant growth of prairie gra~s 
mixed with blue gra'-S :ironncl farms. In omc Reaf:ons stock will 
keep fat on the pasture until De~erober. Pastur:ige on our 
prairies :i.re free. The co~t of herdmg large herds 1s about 20 
cents per month per head; 111 pastures about ,;1 per head per month 
for cattle, horses, and mules, and about 15 cents per head for sheep. 
For wintcrincr stock (about five month~), about Bl2 per head for 
cattle, ,.20 p~r head for horses and mules, and $1 per bead for 

sheep." 
Our Green reporter, in the southwest, says that stock can feed 

exclusively on pastures nine months in that_ section, ~ncl _he h:tR 

8een stoc:k pastnred all winter a,ncl come out m the sprmg m go~d • 
concli tion the mode beincr to take the stock off blue g rass m 
Aucrust a:ul turn on agai~ in December. In many cases stock 
sub~ist throu~h the winter in the woods, and in the marshes and 
wet lancls a11d the hoers cret fat upon the ma t in winter without 
corn. Tl{e cost of p~st~ring cattle is but trifling in most locali
tie" the mncre beincr free and the only expense that of salt m,cl 

' b .:, ' . . 
herdsmen, and frequently the se_rnces of the latter 3:re d1spen . c<l 
with. Our reporters return var10us figures under tins heacl, from 
"no expense" up to $1 per head per month. 

Fr.nT.-"\Vith but two or three exceptions our correspondent~ 
speak farnrably of the capabilities of their respectiYe counties for 
fruit cultnre-apples, peaches, pearR, plums, p;rapcs, an.cl the 
various small fruits being "'encrallv successful, though m the 
northern part of th; State p~aches :ir~ uncertain, in ome locali• 
ties avera"'incr not more tlrnn one crop 111 three or four yearR. .\ 
few cxtra~ts from report of correspondents in different sections 
of the tale will serve to illustrate the general character of conn· 
tics adjacent. 

St. Louis:-
Thi county is well adapted !o frui~ culture. Peaches _are fine, 

and crop enormous, but are w111tcr-k1lled at least once 111 three 
years, and pa1tially so three times in fi v~. Sp_ring frosts hardly 
ever a.ffect them. The Concord grape 1s entirely healthy here, 
never fails and will yield under good treatment 10,000 to 12,000 
pound · pc~· acre; average about 8,000 pounds; never selling less 
than fifteen cents per pound. 

Shelby County:-
N early every farm has an orchard, ancl the trees do well. Ap· 

ple, pear, and plum trees bear nearly every year. Peach-tree~ 
grow thrifty, but do not bea1: more than one re~r _out of t,~o; 
but when they do bear they yield well, and the fruit 1s of supcr10r 
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quality. l\Iany of our older orchards yield fifteen to twenty 
bushels to the tree, ·worth seventy-five cents per bushel. 

Howard County:-
This being one of the first counties settled has more fruit than 

any county except t. Loni . "\Vintcr apples are chiefly c-ulti
vatcd, ancl three-fourths of the trees nre Raw !e's J cnm·ting, 
though mo t varietie of summer and winter apples <lo well. I 
have in my grounds, now nine years okl; of summer a.pplcs: 
Strawberry, Harvest, .Astraehan, Early Joe, Early June, t:lnm• 
mer Pearmain; and of wi11te1· and fall kinds: Rambo, 'waar, 

pitzenbnrg, Rhocle Island Greening, Northern 'py, X ewtown 
Pippin, Fall Pippin, Golden Pippin, Lady Apple, &c., which a!'e 
bearing freely and promise well. Peaches are very uncertain, 
except on the bluffs near the l\Iis ·ouri Rinr. Standard and 
dwarf pears do well if properly trained and cared for. Nectarines 
and apricots uncertain, though I have had ome fine crops. A bout 
1,600 barrels of winter apples were shipped from our village 
(Glasgow) last fall by river, at 50 cents JJCr bushel, though on 
the North Missouri Railroad, pasRing through the next tier of 
counties, the same varieties brought $1 per bushel. 

Linn County:-
Our capabilities for fruit are Ycry fine. 1\-~ e procluee apples, 

pears, plums, peaches (about half the seasons), grapef!, quinces, 
and all the small fruits. Apples, pears, and plums have not faile<l 
in ten years. Apple trees five years from the nursery last fall 
yielded $10 each in fruit. l\Iany trees have been set dnring 
the war. Grapes are doing well; no mildew or rot for three 
years past, nor previous to that, except on Isabella. V arietics 
grown here: Concord, Clinton, Hartford Prolific, Delaware, 
Roger's Hybrid, No. 15, I sabella, Catawba, &c. 

Chariton County:-
Apples are very profitable, aud peaches do well when not 

killed by frost, and are very fine. Grapes ucceed well. The 
pa t sea. on peache old at from $1 to -1 per bu"hcl; appl s, 
75 cents to ~l per bushel; grape , 20 cents per ponnd. One 
farmer in this vicinity sold •'2,500 worth from his orchard, the 
frnit being gathered by the purchasers. Another, from an 
orchanl of about lf acre, realized about 8600. 

Ca,s County:-
Splcncfal fruit country; apples most plentiful. Last season 

(1866) was an average crop. E. P. West, from twenty fifteen• 
year-old trees, gathered 300 bushels. Several orchards of from 
120 to 150 trees, of about the same age, produced upward of 
$1,000 each at home. The Union Pacific Railroad will give us 
an unlimited market. Peaches bear three years in five. 

In Livingston, one gentleman gathered from 100 trees 1,000 
bnshels of apples, worth 75 cents to $1 per bushel; peaches do 
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not succeed so well; pears grow large and delicious; many per
sons arc putting out vineyards, but the business ii'! yet new. In 
De Kalb, one small orchard of twenty-seven trees, set nine years, 
yielded 117 bushels of apples, worth 75 cents per bushel; peaches 
yield abont once in three or fonr years; vears, cherries, &c., do 
·well. Our Pike reporter says that 50,000 bushels of apples are 
annually shipped from that county. In Lincoln, an orchar<l of 
1,200 trees, fourteen years old, yielded $1,500 worth of apples 
last year, at $3 per bane!. Our l\Iillcr County reporter says:-

" I have never known any place to exceed this for fruit. Apples 
and pears receive most attention, but pears, grapes, and all the 
small fruits do well. I have one apple-tree ("Winesap) only six 
years ol<l from the seed, which last season yielded one bushel of 
goorl, well-grown fruit; the tree is three inches in diameter. A 
<lwarr' 1)Ca1:::tree, only four years from the bud, ripened scYcnty 
pears of the Seckcl variety. Beat that anywhere else, ancl let us 
bear of it." 

In Cooper County, apples rarely fail, and our correspondent 
says that ten acres, set out in good winter varietie , will be a 
fortune to a young man; he can set forty trees to the acre, which 
will bear in about five years, when he can get $5 per tree for his 
fruit standing, $200 per acre, $2,000 for bis orchard. Our Cole 
reporter says:-

" All onr uplands, ridges, and hills are specially adapted to the 
gro\\·ing of peaches, apples, and grapes. \Ve have already Yarie
ties of :1pples which are a sure and profitable crop. Early peaches, 
except chance seedlings, arc still 011 trial; the Early Crawford 
bas failed for two years past on account of ice in March, or pcr
ha ps from nedect. Late peaches do well. Cherries, pears, plum., 
&c., grow well. One pear orchard of several thousand trees is a 
failure, either from an unlucky choice of varieties or from want 
of proper cultivation. Grape vines do excee<lingly well in soil 
whic:h was at first thought sterile. Strawberries grow lux
uriant! y." 

In the western and southwestern portions of the State, fruit 
culture promises to become a l)rofitable hranch of farmi11g opera
tion;,, a number of counties reporting the setting out of orchards 
of apples and p aches on an extended scale. Our La Fayette 
reporter writes as follows:-

" I think we can beat the world in fruit culture. \Ve export 
north of the river to Kansas, N cbraska, Iowa, and to all the Ter
ritories. Last year (1866) the crop was short, but still e11ormous. 
From all the data at hand, I shoul<l estimate the crop of 1867 at 
not less than $500,000, besides home consumption." 

The culture of the grape is encouragingly spoken of from vari
ous quarters. Our Dade reporter says:-

" As to fruit, our soil is wonderfully adapted to the growth of 
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all kinds of fruit, especially the grape, apple, &c. The grape 
grows here spontaneously in a tonishin~ quantities, and of quality 
almost equal to the importc<l varieties. your COITeRpondent 
could any day during the grape season fill his wagon-bell with 
grapes that grow spontaneously on the brush-land of his premises, 
and might repeat it for many days." 

J cfferson County:-
Fruit is our specialty, including grapes, apples, peaches, pears, 

and all the small fruits. The grape-vine grows wild all through 
the woolls, the fruit hanging from our largest forest-trees. The 
·vine "row from 10 to 20 feet the first year, and bear almost a full 
crop the second year. A peach bud will grow an inch in diame
ter and eight feet high the first year on a two-year-old root. Our 
soil, climate, and elevation combine to make Jeffcr on the great 
fruit and wine county of Missouri. Our grapes and strawberries 
arc 10 or 12 days in advance of any in t1ie market. The $rape 
and apple crops never fail; peaches have foiled but once m 33 
years, viz., in 1865. Peaches yielding $500 per acre, apples $300, 
pears $750, and «rapes $900 to $1,000, are considered average 
crops. There ar/'350,000 fruit-trees, and 250,000 grape-vines now 
planted in this county, with room for ten times the number. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

CmLLICOTIIE, LrvINGSTON CouNTY, Mo., July 27, 1868. 
Srn :-* * * W c are fully alive to the importance of bring" 

ing before the emigrant the advantages our State offers him. 
The special inducements offered now to the emigrant to our 

part of the State, arc the numerous railroads now opening up, our 
excellent soil, and healthy climate. Lands are at present low, 
but rapidly advancing in price, eRpecially upon the lines of railroad, 
where numerous towns are springing up, offering the emigrant im
mediate employment and remunerative wages, so that he may r-hort
ly buy land, and be independent. * * * I might adtl that t~e 
Grand River Valley is, by common consent, considered to con tam 
the richest and most productive land in this portion of the great 
Mississippi Valley. The river is navigable to this point, at mod
erately high water. 

Respectfully, etc., 
W11r. McILWRATII. 

F. B. Govv .. rnn, Esq., N cw York. 

Messrs. BEA.ZELL & BERRY write from Oliillicothe, July 28, 
1868:-

* * * Our beautiful little town of 5,000 inhabitants, i situ
ated in the heart of Grand River Valley, which contains the rich-
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est land in the t_ate. * . * * Emigrants arc ?oming in rapidly, 
and we are growmg fast 111 wealth and populat10n. * * * Im
prove<.! farms,. 2 or 3 miles from town, are worth from $30 to '50 
per acre; ummproved, $15 to $20. Ten miles from town, im
proved, $20 to 25; unimproved, $8 to 812. River and creek 
bottom lan_ds can be got for from $5 to $7. 'Wheat is worth per 
bushel, 81.v0_; oat!., 30 cts.; corn, 50 cts.; potatoes, ,:1; butter, 25 
cts.; beef, nhvc, 4½ to 5 cts.; pork, gro s, about the same; beans, 
(;6; rye, 80 cts.; apples and peaches 75 cts. to $1. Good work
horses and mules, 100 to~ 125. 

From WaT1·enton, Warren Co., July 28, 1868, Mr. P. P. 
STEWART writes:-

I have lived in this county 37 years, and have been a tiller of 
the soil. * * * Improved farms can be bad for from '·10 to 
30 per acre. * * * "\Ye raise all the grains tobacco fruit 

&c. * * * Farm handR, carpenters, black~miths, ,~agon: 
maker8, masons, cooper;;, &c., arc the kind of laborers most in 
demand here. * * * "\V c have coal in abundance. * * * 
There are no ~~vernment lands in this part of the State. Our 
school and religious advantages are excellent. "\Ve have a mixed 
population; many Germans. 

From Gentry County, July 30, 1868, Mr. J onNSTON writes:-

. * . * *. Raw lands, from $3 to $10 per acre, according to 
locality; improved, from Sl0 to $20. o Government lands. 
Wages of farruer , ,1 t~ ~·J.25 per clay, ~-20 per month. Twenty 
years' expenencc of this country, has proved to me that it is 
healthy. 

From Kansas City, Aug. 11, 1868, Messrs. TrrAcrrER & 

w EBSTEI? write:-

* ~- * ~:rn price ofland? imme~iately about the city, ranges 
fro~1 _$v0 to $v00 pe~· a?re, owmg to 1m1?rovements and eligibility. 
This mclucle land w1~b1n one and two nules. Unimproved land in 
!ackson Co.? :Mo. (tins County), and Johnson Co., Kansas (adjoin-
111~), r~nge from ~5 to 830 per acre. Good improved farms from 
$l:2_<> to iii?O pe!· acre. T~1ere arc no lands near thi point, in either 
~iis. oun or Kan~as, wlueh can be pre-empted. Southern Kansas 
1s the neare t pomt where any Government land of rrood quality 
can be 11·e-empted. Good bricklayers get from $5 to 85.50 per 
day; carpenters $3 to $4 per day; laborers $2 and $2.50 per day. 
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Corn sells at from 60 cts. to $1 per bushel; wheat, 82 to $2.10 for 
winter wheat. \ e ha,·e a good market, both cast and west of 
us. This region is Rplendi<lly adapted to fruit. \V c have good 
public chooL, and some fifteen churches. The inducement to 
emigrants is, the be t land in the world at a fair rate; the best 
climate in the world, and soil adapted to any thing. 

Very trnly, 
THACHER & WEBSTER 

Our correspondent at St. Charles says b.nds arc worth from 
20 to $200 per acre. St. Charles Co. is consi<lered the be~t wheat 

county in the State. Clinrn.te good. Plenty of coal arnl timber. 
Harvest lahor this year was $2.50 to 83.50 per day; last year as 

high as 84 per day. 

From Linn County, August 17, 1 6 , Mr. E. J. CRANDALL 

writes:-
* * * * The great rush of settlers to :r orth Mi souri this 

present season, so greatly in excess of that of any former year, 
is so m:ukecl and rapid, and characterized by o mlll:h intelligence, 
enterprise, and vigor, as to be a source of wonderment to many. 

* * * * * * * 
The general face of the country is high and gently rolling prai

rie, watered by numerous , treams that arc kirted with a variety 
of timber. The larger :-treams being generally bordered by moro 
or less bottom or grass lands. * * * * 

One man in this county has just fini heel thra<1hing a crop of 
two hundred and seventy acres, which averaged him nearly 
thirty-one bushels per acre and netted him here over two dollar:i 
per bushel. I han·e ted from 20 acres of new ground, from first 
plowing, twenty-eight bushels per acre, or over 560 bushels from 

20 acres, all winter wheat. 

Mr. J osEPH L. STEVENS writes from Columbia:-

* * Our soil is a good average of the State, abounds in fine 
farms and orchards, and may well be termed the Blue Grass 

region of the State. 

From Huntsville, Randolph County, July 30, 1868, Mr. 

W. R. SAMUEL writes:-

* * Country about equally divided into prairie and timber; 
soil, clayey loam, and very fertile. Price of improved farms $10 
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to '50 per acre. Farm laborers are much wanted '.lt n-ood prices. 
Good flouring mills are much needed. Plenty of coa{ "\Ve have 
much blue grass, which the farmers think as valuable as an average 
corn crop. 

Mr. JAMES W. OvERTON writes from Fulton, Calloway 
County:-

* * Soil varies in quality from the light oak ridge oil to the 
rich black loam of the l\li souri Rive1· bottom. Price varies from 
$2.50 to 50 per acre; from 10 to 20 miaht, I think, be con id
eretl an average for good improved farmt The supply of labor 
is nothing like equal to the demand. 

Mr. BRYAN writes from JJfoniteau Oownty :-

There is no Government land near here worth entering. We 
have good lands from $2 to $10 near railroad. Farms much im
proved range higher. 

Messrs. RoGERS & SnAw of Princeton, Mercer County, 
write:-

* * Both prairie and timber land; soil, black loam; unim
proved, worth $3 to 15; improved, $10 to $40. Are now fifty 
miles from railroad, but shall have one within two years. 

From Messrs. SMITII & KNIGIIT of the Immigrant Aid Asso
ciation, Kirksville, July 29, 1868 :-

County diversified by prairie and timber; abundance of running 
water. Improved land is worth 85 to $30 per acre. Unimproved, 
$2.50 to $15 

From our Shilby County correspondent, J uly 29, 1868 :

We have excellent farming lands: price for 20 miles ··ound. 
improved, 20 to $40; unimproved, $5 to 15. 

From Mr. Low, Caldwell County, July 28, 1868 :-

Our soil is a deep, rich, black loam, which is in itself exceedingly 
rich after a short exposure. Unimproved lands in this section 
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arc worth from $6 to $20 ; im1~roved, $20 to ~50: Labor is in 
good demand. The people in tins county are prmc1pally of Ea t
ern origin, and of course cbools and churches abound. 

Mr. KINKEAD writes as follows from Jacl~ on County:
The price of farming lands, impro_vements included, n~ar 

"\Vestport from $30 to 82.50 per acre i unm~proved lands from iill0 
to l;ll.25 per acre. Natural production of lan~, ?Jue g? s; sub
soil, red clay; timber and prairie, pretty well d1v1d d. [he s~me 
description extends throughout the county, except III yr1ce, 
which varic in cheapne ' as you go from "\V estport an<l ha'?sas 
City, the latter place being distant from the former 3} nules, 
with good macadamized road. to same. 

Fr~m I'acijic, Franklin County, Mr. E. KNonEL writes :

* * North of the Missouri Ri vcr, all St. Louis County, all 
aboYe Cole County, on the outh bank. of ~liss~uri River, nor~h of 
Town hip 44 and alono- the Kan a lme, 1 , with few exceptions, 
very ,rood la~tl; in so1~e parts, superior land, and can be take_u 
a •1 fine farmino- country in general. The other part of the State is 
chiefly hilly, with good '1ancls in the bot~oms, on the slopes, an_d 
sometimes fine table-land on the top of lull~. In the center of tlus 
part there 1s a great extent of prai~·ic, bu~ particularly along the 
Kansas line, and in North Missoun, and m the southwest. 

From Lancaster, Schuyler County, July 30, 1868, Mr. A. J. 
BaKER writes :-

Our farming land arc mostly prai_rie, black sandy l?am, and 
very fertile. .Farm labor scarce and IH~h. \V c need a ~rnuer and 
stove man, bricklayers, carpcnt<'r, cabmet-maker , carriage man
ufactory, and painters. Price of land from $5 to 25 per acre. 

Ironton, Iron County, A.ugnst 6," 1868. From this point 
Mr. FRANZ DrNGER writes:-

* * * Close to town, No. 1 land is worth from $25 to $1.25; two 
to t hrcc miles off n-ood land from ~ 10 to $25 per acre, and sccon<l. 
cla s land from •tto 25 per acre; wilcl land ~nter:ed from $1 to 
$10 per acre. There is not much good land m tlus county that 
is not already taken up. Corn, wheat, oats, rye, p~tato<'s, are the 
general products. It is the best country for fnut cultnrc and 
wine-raising; also the hilly lands are well adapted for sheep-

• 
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raLStng; in this county lie the celebrated Pilot Knob Hill iron 
banks; there arc fine prospects of lead in this county. ,._ car by 
arc the rich Iron l\lountain iron bn.nks, n.s also in JUadi:::ou County 
joining the celebrated lead mine , called ::\line La .l\Iottc. In th~ 
southern part of this county arc found rich iron banks, also, pros
pect of copper and tin. Near by, within twelve mile:::, arc the 
rich lately discovered tin mines. Climate mild and very healthy. 

Coal h:u, not as yet been discovered in this county or close 
vicinity. The tm·minus of the Iron l\lountain Hailroad is one 
mile north of us. Public schools in every clit<trict, and the county 
~s well supplied with fine churches. The price of common labor 
1s from '1.50 per day to $2.50 in the iron works; carpenters 
from ~-2.50 to $4.50 per day. "rages arc generally good. There 
is not very much rich land in this county, but the uplands are very 
good, and well adapted for fruit-~ro,~·ing._ The 11;rneral resources 
arc great. The country south ot us m tlns State IR not yery much 
populated, owing to the war, but is now rapidly filling up. It is 
m_y opinion that southeast l\lissouri has been much neglected, and 
will yet prove to be the richest part of the State. Of the older 
inhabitants, a small proportion arc emigrants from Tennessee, but 
the largest portion are Germans, and many from the Em,tern States. ,v ool-growing here will pay well. The contrmplated extension 
of the Iron Mountain Railroad will go through this county south. 

From St. Jvsepli, Buchanan County, July 28, 1868, Mr. 

Trro:r.us llARBINE writes:-

* * This is the second largest city in the State, and now 
contains 25,000 inhabitants. No city in the vV est has been more 
prosperou since the war, and none offer greater inducements to the 
emigrant. The laborer and mechanic are in great demand. ,v e 
also ef<pccially want paper mill , agricultural implements, wagon 
manufacturers, oil mills, and match factories. * * * "\Ve 
have among us the best public schools in the country, open ten 
months in the year. * * Potatoes bring at retail 70 to 80 cents 
per bushel; butter, 25 cents per lb.; cheese, 15 cents; eggR, 20 cents 
per dozen; fish, fresh, 15 cents per lb.; beef, 10 to 15 cents; mut
ton, 10 to 12 cents; pork and Yea!, 12 cents. * * Soil, n. deep 
black loam, and very fertile. Face of country diversifietl and 
rolling; unimproved land varies in price, from 815 to "40 per 
acre; 1mproyed ,.'20 to $50. * * No farmer, with two or three 
thousand dollars, can make a better investment than here m 
Buchanan County. * * * * * * "' * 

WISCO SIN. 

IT was the original intention of the compiler of this work 

to treat only of the Southern States, and the States and Ter

ritories lying beyond the Jtlissis ippi River; but tho large 

amount of public land that may yet be secured, and the many 

advanta<res offered the emigrant in some of the Northern States 

to the e:st of the great river, have induced the belief that a 

book of this kind would be incomplete unless its scope was 

enlaro-ed to include at least, the attractive States of "\Viacon-
o ' 

sin Michigan, and Illinois. The emigrant may couclude, upon 

in:estigation, that in crossing the Mississippi, he might "go 

farther and fare worse." 
Wisconsin was organized as a Territory in 1 3G, and admit

ted as a State in 184 . Its population, in 1860, was 775,8 1, 

which has increased to more than a million at the present time. 

The greatest proportion of the foreign-born inhabitants are 

from Germany and Scandinavia, or the kingdoms of Denmark, 

Sweden, and N onrny. The State lies between Lake Michiga~ 

and the :Mississippi Rirnr, and extends from the , tate of llh

nois on the south, to Lake Superior on the north. 
Wisconsin has an area of 53,92! square miles, or 34,511,360 

acres, of which about 10,000,000 acres are yet unsold, and open 

to the settler. 
There are no mountains, or even high hills in Wisconsin. 

Its whole surface is a vast rolling plain, elevated from 500 to 

1 500 feet above the ocean, sloping down to the lakes, or to the 

s:reams which drain it. At Portage City, the Wisconsin Riv

er, emptying into the Mississippi, and the Fox River, flowing 

into Green Bay, approach so nearly, that their waters com

mino-le. They are joined by a short canal. 
The surface of Lake Michigan is lower than any portion of 
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the State, being 578 feet above the sea; and the numerous 

streams which flow into it are so abrupt in their descent, and 

so full of rapids as to render them unnavigable; but they pre

sent admirable facilities for manufacturing. The descent of 

Fox River from Lake Winnebao-o to Green Bay is 170 feet 
!:> ' ' 

affording a succession of the most valuable water-powers in the 

West. The Mississippi River flows for 200 miles along the 

we tern border of the tate, and streams innumerable, both 

large and small, water nearly its whole surface, and beautifully 

diversify its scenery. The State possesses many characteris

tics in common with Minnesota, which forms the larger por

tion of its western boundary. 

Like Minnesota, Wisconsin abounds in lakes, especially in 

its central and northern portions. They are mo t numerous 

around the sources of the St. Croix and Chippewa river. In 
this region the surface is stud<led with them. They are from 

one to twenty miles in extent, and form, in their picturesque 

loveliness, one of the mo t charming and attractive features of 

the State. They also contribute to render portions of the State 

a paradise for tho fisherman and the hunter, their deep and pel

lucid waters being filled with trout, pickerel, perch, &c., and, 

at some seasons of the year, almost literally covered with geese 

and ducks of great variety, and other water-fowl, which 

subsist upon a kind of wild rice that grows abundantly in the 
shallow waters. 

Tl1e climate of Wisconsin is cold, but agreeable. The east

ern tier of counties is considerably moderated, both in the 

cold of winter and the heat of summer, by the waters of Lake 

Michigan. It is stated that the average temperature upon its 

shores is six and a half degrees Fahrenheit, warmer than at cor

responding points on the Missi sippi. The southern portion of 

Lake Michigan never freezes over in winter, but is filled with 

vast fields of drifting ice, which impede navigation. The har

bor of Milwaukee rarely remains closed more than about three 

months of the year. Frosts in the northern part of the State 

are always preceded bv snow which covers vegetation and 
J ' ' ' 

preserves it from injury. In the southern section, some ,;du-
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ters pass with very little snow, but it frequently covers the 

irround to the depth of 12 to 1 inches, especially in the inte

;ior in districts remote from the lake. 
There is a certain dryness about the air of Wisconsin, which 

also charucterizes :\finnesota. This fact contributes to render 

it in common with that tate, one of the healthiest portions 

of the United States. The winter are severe, and linger along 

well into spring. The summers arc short, but intensely warm, 

and the heat quickly accelerates the growth of vegetation. 

Autumn is the pleasantest season here, as it is in a large por

tion of the United States. This season is marked in Wiscon-

sin by a long succession of mild and delightful days. . . 

"Nearly all tlto northern half of the tate abounds m pme, 

halsam, hemlock, and other cone-bearing evergreen trees, of 

which the white· pine, usually towering far above the other 

trees of the forest, is the most common. The great prairies 

of Illinois extend into several of the southern counties of "\Vis

consin between which and the heavily timbered district·, there 

i a re~ion of or)enino-s in which the bur oak chiefly abounds. 
O b . 

A line drawn from Racine, on the eastern shore of Lake :Mich-

igan, in a northwe t direction, will mark the boundaries be

tween the openings and the heavily timbered lands. The red 

oak is the only specie,, of oak that extends as far north as the 

shores of Lake Superior." 
Pine lumber is annually exported in immense quantities from 

the northern part of Wiscon in. It ha been chiefly obtained 

from A hland County, whic:h borders on Lake Superior. This 

county ha the g1·eatest elevation of any portion of the tate, 

and is the least settled and improved. It is almost one dense 

pine forest, alternating with lakes. 
Wi·consin is also rich in minerals. Lead is the most im

portant product under this head. It is found chiefly in the 

southwestern part of the State, in Grant, Lafayette, an<l Towa 

c·o1mties; its ores in these localitic being very rich and abun

dant. Va-t quantities of iron ore are fomiu in Dodge ounty, 

Sank County, Jackson County, and in Ashland County, near 

Lake Superior. Copper, both native and in the ore, and 
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zinc, have been found in various parts of the State. Lime
stone also occurs, and beds of peat and marl are found in the 
marshes. 

Mr. J. W. lfoNT, in his Gazetteer of Wisconsin, published 
in 1 53, says :-

The nattlral feature peculiar to Wisconsin is the uniformity of 
its elevation, and shape of its surface, which is neither mountain
ous, hilly, nor flat, but gently undulati1Jg. The country wcf't of 
Sugar Rivet· and. outh of the \Vi~consin is somewhat broken, 
principally by the d.iYid.ino- ri<lg-e upon which the roall from ladi
son to Prniric du Chien pasi-es. In this ection, known M the 
:Mines, arc sev ral peculiar elevations called Mound.. \Vest of 
the \Visconsin River is a range of high hills, being the only eleva
tions in the State either deserving or assuming the dignity of 
mountains. The southeastern portion of the State is marke<l 1,v 
ravines at the streams, but little depressed below the surroundi11g 
Jeni. Its prominent features are the prairie, destitute of tree or 
shrub, covered only by a luxuriant growth of grai<s, intersp •rscd 
with flowers of every hue; the oak~opcning, the lake, the wood
land. on the border of streams, and the natural meadow. Pro
ceeding north, to the Fox and. \Visconsin rivers and. Green Bay 
the timber increases, and the . oil graduallv changes from th~ 
vegetable mold of the prairie to a sandy loa1n. The surface also 
h comes omcwhat dcpre. sed and. uneven, diveri,ifie<l with tim
ber, rolling prairie, large mar,;he. and exten. ive swamps, having 
an abundant growth of cranbrrrics and. wild ric . Still, north 
and we t the surface becomes more une,·en, and the streams rapid, 
affording an abundance of water-power for the manufacture of 
lumber from the immense forests of evergreen, scarcely surpassed on the Western Continent. 

The soil of the prairie comiists of a dark brown vegetable mold, 
from one to two feet in depth, very mellow, and entirely destitute 
of stone or gravel, and for fertility and agricultural properties 
can not be surpa sed.. The subsoil is a clayi h loam, sinula.r to 
the soil of the timbered landR, ancl is also suitable for cultivation. 
The soil of the timbered lan<l. is less rich than the prairie, not so 
deep, and contains less carbonate of lime, which enters into the 
composition of the latter in the proportion of from 20 to 40 per 
cent. The minin~ region, unlike that of any other mineral dis
trict, promises a liberal reward a well to the farmer as to the 
miner. The soil of the evergreen district is mostly sandy, and 
not so rich as in other portion of the tate. It is, neverthelesR, 
well adapted to agriculture and grazing. The prairies of Wis
consin are not so extensive as those of other States, and arc so 
skirted and belted by timber that they are well adapted to im-
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medi·ite and profitable occupation. The openings, which err~-
.· ·e· a l;rn-c• portion of tho finest laud of the State, o~,·c t 1e1r 

pill- 't 1<>1··1t1· 011 to tlie ac.:tion of the annual fires, which have presc11 e01 1 · • • f k kc ;t under all other forest. growth, exc-ept those van~~1~s o oa 
v~ich can withstand the i;weep of that clement. ll11s annual 

~urnin,Y. of an exuberant growth of grasses anc~ of underbrush 
has becfi1 n<ltling, perhaps for age", to the produ~.t1ye po,~cr o~ t?c 
soil and prepari11g it for the plowshare.. It JS the g1 eat act, 

' • J c; tlitto "cleared U[)" ,viscon m to tho band of the natme 1a. •' . J 1 t th settler an<l e>miched it by yearly burmngs, anct ms a . e sa1c 
time 1ift sufli<"icnt timber on the ground for fcnc~ and fir c~w_oo , 
that explainR, in a great mcas~uc, the capacity 1t h~ exlub1~ed, 
and is now exhibiting, for rapid settlement a~1cl e~J ly matt~1_1ty. 
There is another fact important to be noted 111 this eonnect101;1-. 
The low level prairie or natural meadow, of moderate extent, 1s 
so generally distributed oYcr the face of the co~mtry, tl,1~t th~ 
settler on a fine section of arable land finds on his ow~ f:11 m,. ?I 
in hi innnecl"iatc nci(Yh borhood, abundant pasturag for Ills Rtoc½ m 
sumnwr 011 the opc17 range, and hay !'or the 'Yinte~· for th~ c~1ttm<Y 
-the bounty of nature supplying l11s need rn th1 beha!f. till th~ 
cultiyated. grasses may be introduced and. become sufficient fo1 
his u~c. 

Commissionor W1LsoN, in the last published Report of the 
General Land Office, says of Wisconsin:-

The soil in the southern part is remarka_bly- productive, and 
even in the mineral regions of the uorthwe~t 1t J_s well adapte>c~ to 
o-razing. In the country lying upon Lake Supenor, the overlymg 
depo its of drift. and. bowldcrs, and the prescnc~ of swamps and. 
marsh limit the aoricnltural character of the sOJI. 

* '* ,visco~sin is less liable than other new places to the 
dii,eases incident to new scttlcmenti<, and compares favorabl;, as 
to· s·alubrity, with other States, owing to the openness of thr 
country. · · f ti St te indi AGRICULTURAL.-The agricultural st_at1 tics o ~e , . a . · 
cate extraordinary wealth in production and quality m "heat, 
r e, maize, oat , barley, hay, clover, grasse , hops,_flax, an~l pota
tres. Tobacco is cultivated quite uece. full)'., while _the yteld of 
the dairie. in butter and cheese, and. of the vmtagr, JS abundant, 
as also of maple-sugar, molasses, sorghum, h?ney, and ~vax; the 
products of the orchard and market gardenmg returm~g large 
rewards to the agriculturist. 'l'hc aggregate r~sults .11: 1860 
reached in value upward ?f thirty:six ancl a tlmd._ millw~ of 
dollars, being an enormous mcrease rn percentage O\ er prenous 
decennial returns. 
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l\fANCFACTUREs.-The manufacturino- establishments m 1860 
numbered 3,064, with a capital inve ted of $15,831,581. 

The Yaluc of the raw material absorbed and cost of production 
eqn~lecl $21,406,042, the total product having reached 27,84!l,4G7, 
lea~mg _a profit of $6,403,425, or upward of 40 per cent. upon tho 
capital mvcsted. 

Th~ '.lCCCS!-ities of a new c~untrr sti_ll limit the range of these 
establi~hments t? !he procluctwn ot articles for common use, or in 
preparing the ongmal products for the more elaborate processes 
of art el~cwh~re; _yet the tendency to introduce higher branches 
of mam,1farturmg rndustry becomes more evident as the resources 
of the State arc d(!velopetl. 

The facilities for propelling machinery found in the various 
wat_er-c?urses of \Vi~consin, invite large investments of labor and 
capital 111 the extcns1011 of mannfactnrino- cnterpri e. 

l\lINERAL .-The mineral resonrces of
0
thc State are varied and 

valuab.le. The lead region of Illinois ancl Iowa extends over an 
area of 2,1_40 s9.narc miles in "Tisconsin, which compares with the 
other portion m the abundance an<l richness of the orei,. In 1863 
ther_e were 848,625 pounds of lead rec·ei ved at l\lil waukee. The com
plctwn of the Southern Wisc_ons\n Railro_ad will raise the aggre
ga,tc to_2,500,0~0 pounds. It 1s m_mgled with copper and zinc ore . 

_riw iron region of Lake Snpenor presents within the limits of 
tlus State abundant depositR ?f great richness. l\Iagnetic iron, 
plumlwgo, and the non-metallic earths abound. CoppP,r deposits 
l~av_e also been develo1~cd, but as yet h:wc only been worked to a 
~mutecl_ extent. Beautiful marbles, susceptible of ciaboratc WJrk
mg, exist. 

'.l'hc ~1_inc_ral prod_uctions arc rap~clly opc_ning a \'cry inviting 
field fo1 capital and mdu try, prom1smg an immense addition to 
the resom·cC's of this energ~tic yot~ng State. 

l\.frscELLANEous.-Its railroad interests arc assumin<Y ma<Ynifi-
cent proportions. 

0 0 

In 1S66 there were completed and in full operation 1,731 miles 
representinq a capital of ,14,000,400. ' 

_A canal 1s proposed, to conne~t the waters of the Mis i sippi 
w1tl~ the lakes, _through the medrnm of Hock River and Lakes 
lloncon and ,vmn~bago, which is to have the foll capacity of the 
New --r:ork :i:nd _Enc Canal, with another route by way of Fox 
and W1sconsrn_nYers, these canal routes having been surveyed by 
compe~cnt engmecr~, and pronounced entirely practicable. 
. l\fod1son, the cap1t:al of the tate, is handsomely located on an 
isthmus be~ween Lakes l\Iendot~ and l\Ionona, its situation being 
the m?st _p1cturcsq~1c and b~aut1ful of :iny of our western capitals. 
Thc_c1ty 1s well built, co~tams the tate buildings, the tate Uni
vers1t)11, ncf:wspaper csdtabhshmc~ts, banks, chmches, iron founderies, 
a woo en actory, an steam mills. 
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Its population in 1865 was 10,000. The charming scenery 
around, salubrious atmosphere, business advantagei-, and educa
tional interests will cause it to be a large and flourishing city. 

Milwaukee, at the mouth of the Milwaukee River, and seventy
five miles, by lake coast, above Chicago, is a fine, tl1riving city, 
and a prominent railroad center in the Northwest. ::\Iilwankcc's 
commercial and manufacturing importance arc annually incrcasino
with extraordinary rapidity. It 1s especially cclcbrrrted for th~ 
marrufacture of a superior article called l\Iilwaukce brick, which 
is largely exported to different parts of the Union. 

It is tho gl'eatest primary wheat market in the world. In 1862 
the i-eceipts of wheat, and of flour reduced to wheat, were nearly 
I s,000,000 of bushels. 

The other cereals were shipped in less quantities, hut showing 
astonishing aggregates. The elevators and warehouse of Mil
waukee have. a capacity to store about 5,000,000 bushels of grain. 
The tounage owned at this port in 1863 was 31,'i80. Lines of 
steamers cross the lake and communicate with the Detroit and 
l\1ilwa11kee Raih-oad. 

The extensive water-power of Milwaukee River affords splen
did facilities for manufacturing, and is in process of rapid de
velopment. 

There are in the city, churches of superior architecture, and 
public schools embracing a large number of departments, the 
1\1ilwaukee Female College, and several academies affording facili
ties for the higher elements of education. 

The city contains banks, daily and weekly newspapers, orphan 
asylums, and ho~pitals; its population in 1867 having reached 
75,000, with steady- rate ·of increase. 

Among the prominent towns of the State are Beloit, on Rock 
River, Columbus, Dodgeville, Fond du Lac, Green Bay, Portage, 
Prairie du Chien, Janesville, and La Crosf'e. 

The finances of Wisconsin are in fine condition, the govcmment 
economically administered, the burden of State taxation exceed
ingly light. 

The educational interests, amply endowed and prosecuted with 
e!1?rgy and in!-Olligcnce, must result in important benefits to the 
nsmg generation. 

The following, relative to the price of unimproved lands in 

Wisconsin, &c., was collated by J. R. DonoE, Esq., statistician 

of tho Department of Agriculture at Washington, and pub

lished in April of the present year, in the monthly report of 

that Department:-

lNcREABE IN THE VALUE OF LAND SINCE 1860.-On the basis 
of the cqunty returns received from Wisconsin, the average in-

20 
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crease of the value of farm lands in the State since 1860, may be 
estimated at from 45 to 50 per cent., but one county reporting 
"no advance" since that date. Sauk County, the great hop dis
trict, shows the largest increase, our reporter itating that lands 
averaging $6 per acre in 1860, are now held at $35 per acre, an 
advance of nearly 500 per cent. Calumet, on the eastern border 
of Winnebago Lake, reports an increase of 150 per cent.; Chippe
wa and Marathon, in the northern part of the State, La Crosse, in 
the western, and Green Lake in the central part, 100 per cent.; 
Pierce, Trempeleau, 60 per cent.; Clark, Buffalo, Jackson, Wash
ington, Brown, Outagamie, 50 per cent.; Ozaukee, 40 per cent.; 
Vernon, Lafayette, Rock, Walworth, Fond du Lac, 30 to 35 per 
cent. ; Monroe, Richland, Crawford, Green, Racine, Portaae, Co
lumbia, and Marquette, 20 to 25 per cent.; Kenosha, 15 pei? cent.; 
Winnebago, 10 per cent., ancl St. Croix, 5 per cent.; Douglas 
alone reporting "no change." • 

PRICE OF UNIMPROVED LAND.-The value of the wild or unim
proved land in the State is variously returned from the several 
counties, running from 75 cents up to $50 per acre. In Sauk 
County the average is fixed at $4.50 per acre; mostly broken, 
stony, and barren, covered with stunted jack oak , but capable of 
growing light crops of hop11, corn, wheat, potatoes, &c., and in 
choice selections, some of the hardy fruits. Columbia, $8 per 
acre; b~t little in th_e county, quality fair; mostly openings, 
sandy, with clay subs01l. Marquette, $2.50; chiefly good for pas
ture. Green Lake, $10; mostly timber-land and marsh. Portage, 
$2 to $10; embracing all grades, from rioh alluvial bottom to high 
mountain range. Outagamie, $15 ; soil, mostly black loam, with 
a substrat_um ?f stiff red_ clay, capable of producing all farm crops 
usually raised rn that latitude. Calumet, $20 to $25; forest, hilly; 
soil very fertile. Door, $3; limestone land. Brown, $1.25 to 
$50; two general qualities-red clay and black muck; the former 
retentive of manure, but inclined to bake; the latter, when well
drained, very productive for ten years without manure. Fond du 
Lac, $10 to $50, according to capacity for natural bay, or burden 
of timbel'. Washington, $30 ; all timber, good soil. Ozaukee, 
t50; timber. Racine, $16; about 30 per cent. timber, 10 per 
cent. prairie, and 60 per cent. marsh; the latter containing large 
quantities of peat. Green, $15; prairie, second-rate quality. La
fayette, $10 to $20; the former for barrens, oak openinas, or 
brush lands; much injured by drought, and soil soon exha~sted. 
Crawford, $5 ; rough and b.roken, good for grazing, wheat, oats, 
potatoes, &c. Richland, $3.50; rich, black muck, founded on 
clay and hard-pan; deep soil, timber land. Vernon, $3 ; soil very 
rich. Monroe, $3 ; bluff land, good soil, well timbered; valley 
land, sandy soil; oak and pine timber. Jackson, $2 to $10; on 
:the .east side of Black River the soil is sand, sand-loam, and ex-
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tensive pine, tamarack, and cranberry swamps; on the west side, 
mostly oak land ancl openings, and small prairies and valleys. 
Trempeleau, $7; suited to grazing, wheat and corn. Buffalo, $4, 
Pierce, prairie and oak openings in ,goocl locations, $8; hard wood 
timber, t4; pine, $10 . . St. Croix, $7; mostly prairie; three-fourths 
first quality soil; one-twentieth timber. Clark, $3 to $5; hard wood 
timber; soil good for all small grains. Marathon, $4 for prairie; 
$10 to $20 for pine land. Chippewa, light prairie, $3; heavy soil 
$5 to $8 ; timber, hard wood, $3 ; pine, $5 ; the county about 
equally divided between prairie and timber. Douglas, $1.25; 
within limits of land~grant railroads, $2.50 ; Wisconsin State lands, 
75 cents to $1.25. A number of counties report no lands under 
this head, except those included in farms, and not in the market 
as wild lands. 

TIMBER.-Wisconsin possesses abundant timber resources, and 
an immense lumbering business is carried on in many of the 
northern and western counties, the pineries of Marathon, Chippewa, 
Clark, Wood, St. Croix, and other counties, furnishing many mil
lions of feet of logs and lumber annually. Our Clark correspond
ent claims that 100,000,000 feet of pine timber is cut each year 
in that county alone; while in Monroe, 30,000,000 feet is annually 
cut into lumber by about twenty mills. Hard wood timber also 
abounds in all parts of the State, and there are few counties with
out sufficient wood for local uses. The lumbering business is a 
source of great profit to those engaged in it, and in Brown County, 
parties boast of cutting enough white pine logs from eighty acres 
to net $1,200 to $1,500. 

MINERALS, &c.-Of minerals, copper is found in Douglas, 
Chippewa, Richland, Lafayette, Outagamie, and other counties; 
iron in Chippewa, Jackson, Richland, Fond du Lac, Sauk, &c.; 
limestone in Richland, Rock, Fond du Lac, Brown; lead :md zinc, 
in Grant, Iowa, and Lafayette; marl and peat, in Walworth, 
Racine, and several other localities; Marble in Richland, and 
granite in Fond du Lac. In Douglas there are two veins of 
copper, as far as known, running through the county, evidently 
the same description of rock as is found in the upper peninsula of 
Michigan. There are two mines in operation near Superior. In 
Outagamie, not much has been done in developing the minerals, 
bnt some few specimens of pure copper, weighing from one to 
five pounds, have been found. Our Lafayette correspondent 
writes:-

" Our county is rich in minerals. Lead, copper, and zinc abound. 
The great lead mines of the State are principally within this 
county, and their development is constant and highly remunera
tive in most instances. Many individuals engaged in the devel
opment of our mineral resources have realized as high as $100,000 
in a season." 
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Peat has been worked to considerable extent in . e,eral counties. 
In Racine efforts have been making the past season to utilize 
these peat beds for fuel, and with success, as in that locality wood 
is . carce anJ corrc. pondingly high. About 5-00 tons of the 
former have been manufactured and solJ at *5 per ton, wood 
selling at $7 per cord. There is an abundance of peat in the 
county. 

The a<Tricultural resources of 1Vi consin arc too well known to 
require ~ent,ion he.re, her rich and generous soil being suited to 
all the crops of the latitude, and yielding abundantly under the 
generally indifferent culture to which it has been subject. 

CRors.-Whcat, corn, oats, potatocR, and hay, are the staple 
crops of Wisc.on in, the fir t•named being the mo t extcn ivcly 
crrown and by far the heaviest money crop, b ing made a special
ty in a large majority of the conn tic., though it is not grown to 
the exclusion of other crops in any locality-as in all the North
ern tater-, a variety of crops being cultivated. In La Crosse, 
Monroe, Richland, Racine, Sauk, an<l other counties, hops are 
becomincr an important interest, and h:we thus far proved highly 
remunerftive. The almost uni \·ersal complaint in reference to 
tho wheat crop is that the yield is grailually decreasing, antl as 
gen rally attributable to incliffcrent culture and continuous crop
ping. 6ur Walworth corre pondent writes:-

'' I know of but one rnarkeJ ancl general peculiarity in the cul
tivation of crop in this connty, and that is the general effort to 
cheat the soil into producing the greate t po sible amount of 
crop for the least po. ,;ible amount oflabor. Tho exceptions to this 
rule arc increasing in number, however, as the ncce. sity becomes 
more apparent. 'l'fhe average yiel<l per acre for the la t decade 
may be 1-afoly set down at 14 bushels of wheat; oats, 35; corn, 
35 · rye, 20; buckwheat, 10; potatoes, 75 bnshcl-. In 1860, wheat 
av~raged over 30 bushels per acre in this county. The greatest 
amount of profit during the term named, has been from wheat, 
anJ from corn, oats, rye, and buckwheat in the or!lcr nam d. 
Beans arnl potatoes have not been cultivated to any great extent 
as a market crop, though for the Ja..;t three years the latter crop 
has paid well, an<l its cultivation is increasing." 

In Fond <lu Lac, wheat anu wool arc the chief crops, our cor
respondent cstimatin<T the profit on the former at 50 per cent., 
and !35 per cent. on the latter ; while in Brow11, wheat and hay 
rank first, the latter, in the spring of 1867, bringmg 825 to $35 
per ton. Oar Door reporter say~:-

" The mo. t profitable crop are wheat, 25 bu. hels to the acre r 
oat~, 4.0 bm,hels; peas, 40 lins.111::ls; potatoes, 130 bushels." 

In Calumet, wheat a.nil rape-secu arc grown as follows:-
" \Vintcr wheat, 25 bushels per acre; pring wheat, 18 bu hels 

per acre ; rape-seed, 17 bushels per acre; the cost of sowing aml 
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harvesting the wheat being about the value of five bushels, and 
of the rape-seed, four bushds." 

In Outagamie "the largest yield of winter wheat on new 
ground is from 45 to 50 bushels-average, 35 to 40; on old ground, 
30 to 35 bushels· pring wheat, when well cultivated, 35 bushels; 

' . 1 din d" expenses of crop do not exceed 9 per acre, me u g see . 
In auk, "hop are made a spec~alty, growing luxuriantly and 

yielding most abundantly, averagmg three-fourths of a ton p~r 
acre and sellin<T at from 50 to 60 cents per pound. This 
cou~ty alone la;t sea on received for the article of hops about 

' ' d" 0 $3,000,000-cost of raising, about 22 CeI\tS per p~un . ur 
l\lonroc corre. pondent e timates the profits upon this crop to bii 
350 per cent. on outlay of capital an~ labor. In Richland. the 
profit is <Tiven at 150 per cent. Sauk IS at :present the great hop 
county, but the vines are bcin~ largely c~1ltivated in ?ther locah~ 
tics, and the great success wluch bas a.ttended experiments t~us 
far must stimulate still greater attention to the crop, to which 
the region seems especially adapted. 

The wheat crop of 1866 reached 20,307,920 bushels, or an 
average of 14½ bushels per acre; corn, 9,414,583 bushels, average 
per acre, 28.3; oats, 17,174,086 bu hels, average 33.3; potatoes, 
3,940,27:3 bushel ' , average, 01 bushels; hay, 1,151,477 tons, aver-
age, 1.3 ton per acre. . . 

Comparatively little winter wheat has been grown m Wiscon
sin but its success has been so repeatedly demonstrated in 
va;.ious parts of the State that the quantity raised is rapidly 
increa ' ing. 

From l\Iarathou our correspondent write ·-
" The only rea on why farmers do not raise 1:1ore win~r wheat 

is becau c they do not know how well our soil and climate are 

adapted to it." . . . 
'fhe usual time for sowmg sprmg wheat 1s f~om the la.st _week 

in l\Iarch to the middle or latter part of April; and for wmter, 
the first of cptembcr. Ilarvesting commences the first o: ecoud 
week in July with winter wheat, and extends to the middle of 
Auo-ust with the sprin<T grain. The <Yeneral mode of culture for 

"' "' o . l . 
spring wheat is to plow in the fall, and early m ~ 10 spnng u.~e 
the cultivator then sow the wheat and harrow until the wheat IS 

covered. A few farmers roll their who.at soon after sowiog, but 
the cu tom is dyin<T out as the land becomes older. Our cone
spondent says that the first, second, an~ sometimes the third 
crops on new ground are generally sprmg wheat ; afterward, 
each alternate year following, oats or corn. 
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TnE State of Michigan consists of two disconnected penin

sulas, between which are the upper ends of Lakes Michigan 

and Huron. It extends from the States of Ohio and Indiana 

on the south, to Lake Superior on the north, which divides it 

from the British Possessions. The northern division, lying 

between Lakes Superior and MichiO'an is 316 miles lonO' and o l b' 

from 36 to 120 wide, comprising about one-third of the area 

of the State. The southern peninsula, included between 

Lakes Michigan, Huron, and Erie, is 416 miles long, and from 
50 to 300 wide. The State has a lake shore line of 1 400 

. ' 
miles, and an area of 36,12 ,640 acres, of which more than 

5,000,000 acres are yet unsold, and in the hands of tl1e Gen
eral Government. 

The population of the tate is not far from 1,000,000. 
The surface of the northern peninsula is rugged and pictur

esque, diversified with mountains, valleys, and undulating 

plains. The Porcupine Mountains form the dividing ridge 

between Lakes Superior and Michigan, and are upward of 

2,000 feet high. "The greater portion of the peninsula, tbe 
sand plains excepted, is covered with immense forest , princi

pally of white and yellow pine, a portion of spruce, hemlock, 

birch, oak, and aspen, with a mixture of maple, ash, and elm, 

especially upon the rivers. Of tho pine lands, there are mil
lions of acres stretching between the Sault Ste. Marie, the 

Ontonagon, and Montreal rivers. To convert this material 

into lumber, there are discharging into the lakes forty large 

and sixty smaller streams, which will furnish a hydraulic 

power sufficient for all purposes. These streams, the largest 

of which d_oes not exceed 150 miles, irrigate the country 

abundantly, and by their facilities for navigation furnish easy 

access to the interior. The head branches of the opposite 
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lake streams often interlock, and when they do not communi

cate, furnish an easy portage from one to the other, by which 

navigation between the lakes is easily effected with the lighter 

craft. The lake coast of this section of the State has been 

estimated at between 700 and 800 miles in length, and that 

five-sevenths of the entire peninsula may be reached by the 

common lake vessels. This peninsula (tho northern part of 

which has sometimes been called the Siberia of Michigan), it 

is probable, will never be noted for its agricultural productions, 

or immediately for the density of its population. With the 

exception of the fertile intervals on the rivers, the soil of the 

northern portion has all the e'l"idences of sterility, as is ex
hibited in its mountains and barren sand plains. The southern 

part is more congenial in climate and oil. This is the lime
stone region, which extends to an undetermined line, separat

ing the primary and secondary formations. Throughout this 

region the sugar-maple tree is abundant, inter persed with 

the white and red oak, the beech, and occasionally tracts of 

spruce and other forest-trees. It is here that the more even 

and fertile tracts ofland are found, and where, at some future 

day, will cluster the agricultural population of the peninsula. 

The soil is admirably fitted for grasses and all esculent roots; 

the potato also finds here a congenial locality, and the ordi

nary garden vegetables grow luxuriantly. Wheat and 0ther 

small grains may be cultivated, but for corn the country and 

climate appears to be uncongenial. The lake fisheries, on 

both sides of the peninsula, are destined to be of no mean 

importance to the welfare of the settlers. In variety numer
ous, and in the greatest abundance, the fisheries in these 

waters have long attracted the attention of those counting the 

resources of the section. The Indians formerly derived a con

siderable portion of their subsistence from this source, and 

from the first settlements of the French to the present day 

their value has always been asserted. But thi:; peninsula is 

also a great mineral region-not only of the State, but of the 

Union, and on that interest will its future prosperity mainly 

depend. Iron and copper are found iu all the western and 
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northern parts, from the Pictured Rocks and the Keweenaw 

Point to the Montreal River, the iron being chiefly a mag

netic ore, equal in purity and quality to that of Missouri, and 

the copper, often in native bowlders, more plentiful than else
where occurring." 

The southern _penvnsitla presents, in most respects a strik-. ~ 

mg contrast to the northern. Its surface is generally level 

or rolling, and its soil is characterized by e,xtreme fertility. 

Along the shore of Lake Iluron is a strip or belt of territory, 

extending inland from ten to twenty miles, which may be 

called flat. This plain gradually becomes undulating, until 

it culminates in a low dividing ridge, or water-shed, which 

passes through the eastem portion of the peninsula from north 

to south, whence there is a gradual and unbroken slope towa-rd 

Lake Michigan, furnishing excellent drafnage. "To the 

traveler the country presents an appearance eminently pictur

esque and delightful. Through a considerable portion the 

surface is so even and free from brush as to admit of carriao-es 

being driven through it with the same facility as over the 

prairie or common road. The lowering forest and grove, the 

luxuriant prairie, the crystal lake and limpid rivulet, are so 

frequently and happily blended together, especially in the 

southern section of the peninsula, as to conier additional 

charms upon the high finishing of a landscape, the beauty of 

which is not excelled by that of any other part of the Union." 

" ot only is this State surrounded by lakes, but the in

terior is interspersed with them from one border to the other. 

The country indeed is literally maculated with small lakes of 

every form and size, from an area of 1 to 1,000 acres, though, 

as a general rule, they do not perhaps average 500 acres in 

e1..-tent. They are sometimes so frequent that several of them 

may be seen from the same position. They are usually very 

deep, with gravelly bottoms, waters transparent, and of a cool 

temperature at all seasons. This latter fact is supposed to be 

in consequence of springs which furnish them constant sup

plies. Water-fowl of various sorts inhabit their shores and their 
' depths are the domain of abundance of fish such as trout bass 

' ' ' 
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pike, pickerel, dace, perch, cat-fish, sucker, bull-head, &c., 

which often grow to an extraordinary size. It is usual to find 

some creek or rivulet originating in these; but what is a sin

gular fact, and not easily accounted for, many of these bodies 

of living water have no perceptible outlet, and yet are stored 

with fish. A lake of this description, with its rich stores of 

fish and game, forms no unenviable appendage to a farm, and 

is properly appreciated. Bnt, with all its length of lake coast, 

Michigan can boast of but few good harbors, yet there are 

several that afford excellent shelter from the storms that fre

quently sweep over these great inland seas, and lash them 

into turmoil." 
The copper and iron mines of the northern peninsula of 

Michigan are known throughout the world. The existence 

of native copper in this region was noticed more than two 

hundred years ago, and referred to in books published at this 

period. In the year 1771, an English trader, named Alexan

der llenry, spent considerable money in the effort to obtain 

copper near the forks of the Ontonagon River; but it was 

not until about the year 1 44-after the Lake Superior min

eral regions were ceded by the Indians to the United States, 

and surveys and geological explorations had thoroughly de

monstrated the existence of this mineral in large quantities

that private enterprise was stimulated to such efforts as resulted 

in the profitable working of the Lake Superior copper mines. 

The region containing copper was limited to a range of 

bills, about two miles wide, and from 500 to 1,000 feet high, 

commencing at the coast on Keweenaw Point, running down 

the promontory in a southwesterly direction, and extending 

at least forty miles to the westward of the Ontonagon River. 

These hill's are formed of strata of trap, alternating with sand

stone and conglomerate rock, which dip and disappear to the 

north, to again become visible upon Isle Royale, forty-five 

miles distant in a northwesterly direction. There are other 

similar formations in the peninsula which are known to con

tain copper, but all the mines at present profitably worked 

are within the area above indicated. 
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Throughout this region the copper is only found in a me

tallic state, copper ore being found so rarely as to be consid

ered as a. cabinet specimen. Lumps of all sizes a.ncl shapes are 

found in the veins mincrled with quartz. These masses are 

never alloyed, but are frequently as;,ociated with native silver. 

The writer has in his posses1,ion a specimen weighing three 

pounds, nearly one-half of which is pnre silver. During the 

summer of 1 5 : a. mass of native copper was exposed, 48 feet 

in length, 20 in thickness, and weighing more than 150 tons. 

The management of these immense masses is very difficult. 

They must be reduced to lumps of five or six tons before they 

can be hoisted up the shafts; and as they can not be separated 

with powder, they are cut with long steel chisels, upon which 

two workmen strike alternately, while the chisel is held by a 

third. Sometimes a month i required to complete a. single cut. 

The Lake Superior mines yielded from the commencement 

of mining in 1 4:4---45, to January 1, 1 5 , a. total of 24,525 

tons, which, reduced to ingot copper at 67 per cent., is 16,432 

tons, valued at S ,216,000. The copper interests are iu a. very 

depressed state at present, owing to the low price of copper, 

and various other ca.uses. 
Iron mining has assumed immense importance in northern 

Michigan. The principal deposits are found in Marquette 

County, from twelve to fifty miles back from Lake Superior. 

The ore is obtained by open qna1Tyiug, and is very pure, much 

of it yielding 68 per cent. of iron, without a trace of sulphur, 

phosphorus, or manganese. The ore forms ridges raising to 

the height of forty or fifty feet, so_metimes 1,000 or more feet 

wide, and extending for miles. A.t one point is a mountain 

or hill 1 0 feet in height, consisting entirely of alternate 

bands of pure, fine-grained, steel-gray peroxide of iron, and 

deep red jasper ore. The layers are generally less than one

fourth of an inch thick, and curiously contorted. This deposit 

is estimated to be 1,000 feet wide and more than a mile long. 

A railroad runs through this district connecting Marquette 

on Lake Superior with Escona.ba on the waters of Lake 

Michigan. 
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This region offers many inducements to the summer tourist, 

and is annually visited by health and pleasure-seekers, ·who 

return invicrorated with the pure air and charmed with the 
0 • 

grand and pic.:turesque scenery around Lake Superior. Tho 

Commissioner of the General Land Office says:-

The shores of Lake Superior a~ound ~n striking ai!d r?mantic 
views, the "pictured rocks" bemg obJects of pecial mterest. 
They are cqmpo ed ?f party-?olore<l sandstones wo~·n by the at
trition of the waves mto fancied resemblances ofrnmed t?mples 
and ca tle1:<. They are sixty miles from the Sault , te. l\lan~. 

So1L.-The soil in the middle and south of the lower pl.'nmsnla 
is very rich, g nerally free _from tones, of a dee1;, dark, rich, 
sandy loam, often mingled with grav?l and clay. 1hc northern 
part is well timbered, arable, and fertile. . 

The a<Yricnltural character of the northern pemnsuh has not 
been det~rmineu. Portions of it arc densely timbered, furnishing 
immense quantities of lumber, for domestic use and for_ exporta
tion the trees bein<Y the white pine, spruce, hemlock, birch, and 
oak.' In the lower peninsula are heavily timbered tracts of black 
and white walnut, sugar-maple, oak, hickory, ash, basswood, 
locust, and poplar. 

CLnrATE AND PRODUCTION .-The climate of l\lichigan is less 
severe than that of other portions of the country between the 
same parallels of latitude, being oftened by the immense fre h
watcr surface on the borders of the State. 

The colder and lesR genial climate of tho northern peninsula, 
though admitting good _crops of winter grain, is not favorable to 
maize. The lower port10n of the State, bowcYcr, produces large 
aggregates of all kincl_s of cereals. , . . . 

The n,<Yricultmal yielu of tho State IS Immense 111 wheat, rye, 
maize, o:fts, barley, buckwheat, potatoes, beans, an,l hay, also the 
products of the orchard (apples, peaches, pears, and plum:), and 
of the dairy. Tho yield of maple-sugar, sorghum-molasses, and 
honey, is abundant and incr asin". . . 

Tobacco is cultiYated to ome extent, and large quant1t1es are 
imported for manufacture. 

Wool raising is an important branch of hu banchf. The clip 
of 1866 was estimated at 9,750,000 pounds, an mcrea e of 
2,500,000 pounds over the clip of 1864, notwith tancling an 
immen c exportation of sheep to Iowa. 

The lumber trade of l\lichigan is of great valnc and extent; 
the cxten~ive pincrics, after sati fying the ho~e dem:1ml, supply 
a large nrplus for exportation. The quantity cut m 1860 was 
largely in exec s of the product of the previou year-at least 30 

per cent.; the total amounted to 1,125,000,000 feet. 
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MINE:RA.LS.-The upper peninsula, rich in minerals, prominent 
among which is copper, is mostly of primitive geological char
acter; the lower excluRively seconJary. The copper deposits 
among the primary rocks of the northern peninsula are the rich
est in the world, the copper belt being one hundred and twenty 
miles long and from two to six miles wide. A block of several 
tons of almost pure copper, taken from the mouth of Ontonao-on 
River, has been built into the wall of the W a biugton monum~nt 
at the national capital A mass weighing one hundred and fifty 
tons was uncovered in 1854 in the North American mine. 

Isle Roya.le abounds in this mineral; one house in that flistrict 
during five and a half months of 1854, shipped over two million~ 
of pounds, and in the nine years preYious there were ,r,roduced 
four thous3:nd eight hundred. and twenty-four tons. l'hc yield 
of copper m the State bas n en to an annual avcrao-e of ci"'ht 
thousand tons, with promise of steady increase. The ~penino-"' of 
the St. Ma.ry's Canal and the clearing of the entrance into Portage 
La~e h_ave giY~n fresh impetus to this 1:>rancl_1 of mining industry. 
w luch 1s becomin~ one of the most cherished mterests of the tate. 
Silv~· has been found in connection with the copper in the pro
port10n of from twenty-five to fifty per cent. of the precious 
metal. Iron of supc)·ior quality ha been discovered in a bed of 
slate from six to twenty-five miles wide, and one hundred and 
fif:ty Ion~, extending iu_to "Wisconsin. In the production of this 
1mneral m 1863, l\fich1gan was only second to Pennsylvania 
having produced two hundred and seventy-three thori_and ton~ 
of ore. Bituminous coal is mined on an enlarging scale to meet 
the demand of manufactures. Salt also exists in quantities repay
ing the investment of capital. 

The high prices lately prevailing have caused a rapid aevelop
ment of the salt fields around aginaw, a basin some forty or 
fifty miles square, in which by boring some eight hundred feet an 
i~exhaustible s11pply of brine is obtained, yielding eighty' or 
mnety per cent. of salt. 

lliNUFAC'TURES.-The manufacturing interests in the year 1860 
were represented by three thou and four hundred and forty-eio-ht 
establishments, with a capital of '23,808,226. The cost oflabor ~nd 
tho raw material amounted to $24,370,658, the total value of the 
products having _been $32,658,356, giving a surplus oYer cost of 
lab?r ~d mate11:als of '8,287,~98, or nearly 35 per cent. on the 
capital m_vested. These establishments were ?'lostly eugag0d in 
~he workmg of the heavy products of the mmes and the forest 
mto for°!s fot the more elaborate proccs, es in the older States. 
Yet the mcrease of labor and capital is such that the intelliO'ent 
industries of the people are finding occupation in the hi;;her 
branches of manufactures. "' 

MxscELLANEOUs.-The lakes around the State abound in fish, 
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consisting of white fish, pickerel, siskiwit, trout, bass, herring, and 
muskallonge. They ield of 1865, was 35,200 barrels, averaging 
sixteen dollars each, amounting to $563,200, the legislature 
having forbidden seine-fishing in order to prevent inju.ry to this 
branch of inclu try. 

Upward of eight hundred miles of railroad ha-ve been complet
ed at a cost of about thirty-five millions of dollars, and six 
hundred more arc in course of construction or projected, the 
completion of which will add l'argcly to the prosperity of all the 
industrial interests of the State. 

Lansing, the capital, on Grand River, one hundrell aud ten 
miles northwest from Detroit, was, when selected as the seat of 
government in 1847, an unbroken wilderness. It is now a city of 
nearly five thousand inhabitants, containing churches, banks, news
paper establishments, and institutions oflearning, male and female. 

Detroit, settled by the French in 1670, situated on the strait 
connecting Lakes Erie and St. Clair, is a splendid city, with a 
population in 1865 of sixty thousand, now rapidly increasing. It 
1s well built, gas lit, and provided with ample street rail ways, 
possesses a Yery efficient system of public schools, accommodated 
m neat and commodious edifices, while its churches embrace 
several specimens of elaborate and tasteful architecture. 

Its position is admirable for commerce, of which it bas a con
siderable share, having lines of trade with Liverpool. Monroe, 
S:iginaw, Port Huron, Ste. Marie, and New Buffalo, are also 
important places. 

The finances of the State are in a healthy condition, the debt 
small and in rapid liquidation. Educational endowments are 
liberal and well administered. 

The resources of the State when fully developed will doubtless 
be sufficient to support comfortably a population of ten millions. 

The Report of tbe Department of Agriculture for the month 

of April, 1868, contains the following:--

RELATIVE VALUE OF \V ILD LANDS AS COMPARED WITH 1860. -Of 
the counties making returns to our circular, but one, Ontonagon, 
reports a tleclinc in the value offimn lands, depreciation in thi case 
being attributed to the l>reat dcpressio:p_ of the copper mining in
terest. Bay County claims an increase of 300 per cent; Io co, Al
pena, and Gratiot from 200 to 250; Delta, Leelenaw, Cass, Clinton, 
and Jackson, 100; I{ent, 66; Lapeer, ln$ham, Barry, Brauch, Otta
wa, and l\Iuskegon, 50; Berrien, Van 15uren, Macomb, St. J osepb, 
30 to 40; Alcona, Living ton, Ilillsdale, and Kalamazoo, 15 to 25 
per cent.; showing an average increase of about 70 per cent. for 
the State since the estimates of 1860. Mason County has been 
mostly settled under the homestead laws since 1862, and farm 
lands have increased from $1.25 to $10 pet acre. 
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PnESE~"T PmcE OF . XIMPUOVED LA ·v.-Wild or unimproved 
lands arc reported at vanous figures from the Government minimum 
price up to '50 per acre, accordin~ to location and condition. In 
Ontonagon, in the north we. t, on fake Superior the a,·eraO'e value 
is G per acre, heavily timbered with hemlock: maple bi~ch and 
pine, imit <l to wheat culture, fruits, and vegetables. Delta Co~mty, 
$1.25 to ,:2.50; about one-tenth in hard wood, good soil· the re
mainder pine, sandy, ancl poor. Lcelcnaw Gon•rnme~t lands 
$1 .25; held by individuals, $5 per acre; soil a' sandy loam. l'liason: 
Government land, $1.25 to is2.50; State swamp, $1.25 ; railroad, 
about '2.50; the swamp is in cedar, a,-h, and hemlock timber; 
when c~eared makes ~ood gra~s land; one-half the county in pine 
now bcrng cut off, s01l poor, light. Mu. keO'on ·s per acre· soil 
partly clay loam, remainder catHly. Ottaw~ 8.50 on an ave~·aO'e 
though some fruit lands are selling as high as $50 to ·75 per ac~·c'. 
Kent, average value, $15 ; soil variou~, some superior wheat land. 
Van Buren, ·10 per a<Te. Ca,-~, $25, if dry enouO'h for cultiva
tion withou~ di·aining; w~t lan<l~ not worth so mt~ch; dry lands 
generally timbered hcanly; will produce O'ra,s wheat corn 

& , i' • • b l > > 
potatoes, c., 111 pcnectwn, also frmts suitctl to the latitude. 
Branch, 10 to $40 per acre, mostly timber. Hill dal0 $10 per 
acre, generally broken by hills and swamps. Jackson, but small 
parcels left, worth $25 to '30 per acre. Calhoun $15 per acre· 
thrc<>-fourths good farming lands when cleared · on~-fourth wamp' 
mostly without timber. Kalamazoo, mostly' oak openinO's and 
beach and maple lands; ::;oil fertile, de!-irablc for wheat ancl O'ra s. 
Barry, 810 per ac~·c. Clinton, unimproved farming lands arc ~'orth 
S9 per acre; quality excellent, gently rolling, half timber antl half 
oak openings; s~il varying from light sand to heavy clay; 
swamp lands of little market value, thouo-h they contain inex
h~ustible s~ores of peat ancl marl. Ingha~, greater part of the 
w1l~ land 1s wet, mostly black _muck, highly productive when 
~ramecl; there arc a_lso dry farmrng tracts, ,vell timbered. Gra
t10t, 6 per _acre, clucfly farm land, very fertile, producing large 
crops of gram an~ grass .. Iacom1?, ~·2:5 per acre, various qualities, 
nearly all susceptible of lngh cult1vat10n. Lapeer, $5 to $20; in 
the south, oak openings, northern portion, heavily timbered ; 
near~y all go~d farm land. 1\Iackinaw, 1.25 per acre; little 
farmmg done m the county. Bay, $7 per acre, well timbered. 
Jose?, '4 to 815 per ~ere. Alcoi:a, '1.25 per acre, though holders 
of pme l~nd reserve 1t at that pnce. Alpena, a large portion of 
the farmmg lands belong to the Government and can be purchased 
at $1.25 per acre, while land in second hands commands from 3 
to 20, according to quality ancl location. In several counties all 
the unimproved antl timber lands belong to farms, and are not in 
the market separately. 

MINERALS, &c.-The mineral resources of Michigan are chiefly 
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confined to the northern peninsula, the copper and iron regions 
of which are too widely known to need detailed description 
here. The great copper deposits arc principally located in the 
Keweenaw peninsula, but the beds extend along the lake from 
OntonaO'Oll to Schoolcraft in greater or less quarttitics. The ex
treme 1;.1gth of the copper beds is said to lie 135 miles, with a. 
width varying from one to six miles, though the mineral doc not 
exist in every portion of this extent, miles sometimes intervening 
with no tmces of the ore. The rich deposits of iron ore are found 
chiefly in Marquette County, where there are literally mountains 
of this metal. Iron ore i aLo found in Delta, and to some extent 
in Berri011 and Branch counties. Coal abounds in Jackson, and 
is found in limited quantity in Ingham, Bay, and other counties, 
but as yet has been but slightly dcvelope(\. Gyp um is reported in 
Van vV crt, Iosco, &c. ; salt wells in Ingham and Van "\Vert; clay 
and lime in ,Jackson, Alpena, &c. 1\farl is also abundant in some 
localities. There is an abundance of timber in great variety in 
all ections of the tatc, and in ~cveral countie. lumbering i an 
extensive bu incss. In Gratiot County large forces of men are 
emploved every winter in lumbering off the pine, and <luring the 
past year s,ooo to 10,000 acres have been cleared up all(l put in 
crops or in readiness for seeding in the spring. Large forests of 
sugar-maple exist in this county, and many thousands of pounds 
of maple-i;ugar are made annually. Our Alcona cone pondent 
says that county "is almo t a i;olid body of pine timber, inter
spcr eel with small tracts of farming lands of the best quality, 
covered with a heavy growth of birch ancl sugar-maple." 

CRoPs.-,vhcat, corn, oats, hay, potatoes, hop., &c., are grown 
generally throughout the tate, no county or section being en
tirely dernted to any particular crop, though wheat i the lead
inO' product in many counties, potatoes and hay in others, while 
corn, hops, pork, and wool arc the money crop in some sections. 
vVheat and corn are largely grown in l\Iu kegon, Berrien, Kala
mazoo, Cas , Barry, Hillsdale, St. Joseph, Living ton, Van Buren, 
Calhoun, Kent, Gratiot, Macomb, Lapeer, Ingham, Clinton, and 
other counties; potatoes have been a leading crop in l'liason, 
St. Joseph, l\Iackmaw, Ontonagon, Delta, Alcona, Alpena, Io co; 
hay in Bay, Ontonagon, Delta, Alcona, &c. ; hops in Calhoun, 
Van Buren, Macomb; wool in Livingston, Kent, antl Clinton. 
Our Calhoun reporter write : 

'' In 1863 this county produced about 860,000 bushels of wheat, 
averaging neady 15 bushels per acre, worth in round numbers 
$1,500,000. D. F. Curtis, living near thi city (l\Iarshall), har
vested 40 acres of Treadwell wheat this year, which yielded 30 
bushels to the acre, sold in September at $2 per bushel. It was 
sown on a clover sod, plowed early with a three-horse team, 
thoroughly dragged and cultivated, drilled in. (This is more 
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than <louble the a,·eragc of our county.) Another gentleman 
has several acres in hopR; his crop last year was _abo_nt 1,100 
pounds per acre, which so'l<l at 60 cents per i:ounu., y1~lcl111g a_net 
profit or $;JOO, in addition to the roots sold m the sprmi:r, wh~ch, 
at $3 p r bushel produced nearly half as much more. The pnces 

' . 1 . " of both the hops and root were hwh, rather specu at1ve. 
In Clinton last sea on our reporter says he harnstcd 168 

bu hels of w'bcat on seY~n acre of clover socl, from which tho 
stump had not been removed, and that a neighbor raised 500 
bushels upon 18 acres; and add that those who take pains get 
from 18 to 30 bushels per acre. Ingham averages 12 to 15 
bushels of wheat to the acre, netting about 10 per acre. In 
Gratiot winter ,vhcat on well-worked summer fallow, not mo
le tccl by the midge, yields 30 to 40 bushel to_ the acre; spring 
wheat docs as well in favorable sea ons. In II1ll dale, wheat has 
become a precarious crop, from b_all fan~ng, an_d more attention 
is given to corn, which i,el<lom fails, and 1s cons:dered more p~·of
itablc when feel out on the farm. Farmer m the lumbcrrng 
regions and conutic a<ljacmt fincl the prod_uction of potatocR, 
hay, and oats the most profitable, ~lways havrng_ a ready market 
for their surplus, and the crops bcm"' pretty reliable. In loRco, 
our reporter say , they grow 300 bushels of potatoes to the acre, 
and make a profit of $225 per acre. Our Alpena correRpondcnt 
says:-

" Hay is worth 830 per ton; oats, 81 per bushel; potatoef;, 1.50 
per bu hcl. This county purchased and brought here last year, 
at a cost of 4 per ton, not lcs than 600 ton of hay, 15,000 
bushels of oats, and 5,000 to G,000 bushels of potato~8. The 
price paid for clearing lands is 820 to $25 per acre, wluch land 
will yield from one to two and a half tons of hay to the acre1 
from 20 to 50 bu~hels of oats, and from 100 to 200 bushels of 
potatoc. with "'OOd market at ca. h prices. Last sea. on I had 15 
acre of grass, ~ncl was offered $20 per acre fo~ it as it stood, ~nd 
I think this amount can be netted from any fair acre of farmmg 
land in this county." 

From St. Joseph County we have: "Potatoes and peppermint 
oil arc specialties in this county. Of the former not less than 
200,000 bushels were shipped from the county la. t season, at an 
average of 65 cents per bu hel to the producer, ancl of the_ latter 
about 7,000 pounds, at -!.75 per 1~ound. _Those engaged m tho 
culture of the e crops arc well satisfied with the profit~, potatoes 
bcin"' well calculated to subdue the land and lca,·e 1t m goo(l 
condition for laying down to grass, while p~pper_mint lea.Yes_ ~be 
land (after yielding three crops to one plantmg) m fine cond1t10n 
for wheat, our staple crop." 

Hop culture i~ prov_ing largely ~emune!ati".'e wherever engaged 
in, and the busmess 1s annually mcrcasmg m the State. Wool 
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bas been a prominent production in some sections, but the low 
prices of the past season Jrnyc discouraged many farmer:-, and le ·s 
attention is being paicl to this branch, the returns of the number 
of sheep in the 'tate, January 1, 1868, showing a decline of B0,000 
from the year prccedin~. 

Unlike other States lying in the same latitude, :Michigan rai es 
winter wheat principally, the peculiar location of the State, almo1-t 
entirely surrounded by water, ha.Ying much to do with the general 
exemption of ·winter grains from the freezing-out to which the 
cror, m other orthcrn States is so frequently subjected. 

'Urn sowi11"' season extends from the l~t to the 30th of Septem
ber, though tlrn greater portion is pnt in from the 5th to the 20th, 
and harvc ting i generally done from the 5th to tlie 20th of July, 
though it is sometinie commenced in some counties aR early as 
the 1st of the month, all(l in others extends into Augm,t. Not 
more than 20 per cent. of the acreage of the State is (lrillcd, and 
in some counties drillin"' has not been introduced. In Van Buren, 
Lapeer )facomb, St. J~st•ph, Barry, Livingston, Ca s, Jackson, 
Calhon~, Oakland, Kalamazoo, and a few other countil•S, the l)ro
portion sown broadcast i,; about one-half on an average. Livrng
ston reports nine-tenths drilled an<l Ca· thrce-fonrths. Summer 
fallowing for wheat appears to be general. In Branch County, 
om reporter ays, they usually summer-fallo11·, plow twice, :mil 
dra(T imfficicntly to make the ground mellow. In Calhoun "three
fomt.hs of the crop is grown on fallow, of which two-thirds is 
sown on clover sod, plowed once; after cultivation with harrow 
anu. cultivator or gang-plow, the rest of the fallow being plowed 
twice; one-fourth of the whole crop comes after corn or other 
spring crop, a moiety bci11g sown in corn without cutting up. 
This corn is planted five feet apart in squares, cultivated thor• 
oughly and put in with horse cultivator, the corn bcin~ husked 
off the hills about the 1st of 8cptembcr, and the cattle .tlowed to 
winter in the field when covered with snow." 

Our St. J oscph reporter says that the mode of culture varies 
among the best farmers, but they generally plow clover sod in 
June; some then let it lie without plowing again, but till thor
oughly with cultivator aml harrow, while others plow again in 
August. Our Berrien correspondent writes :-

" The manner of cultivation varic according to means and cir
cumstances. My method is to plow twice, from nine to eleven 
inches deep, with three 01· four heavy horses, harrow thoroughly, 
sow from one and one-fourth to two bushels, according to size of 
grain, cultivate with a nine-tooth cultivator, cros -harrow with a 
light harrow, then roll with a heavy roller. \Vith this treatment 
I usuallv rai e heavy crops." 

The lcn"'th of sea on dnrin"' which farm stock can feed exclu
sively upo~ pastures is rcporte~l from four to seven months. 
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ILLINOIS. 

Trrn great State of Illinois, second only i~ ~gric1:1tnral ~m

portance to New York State, presents a brilliant 1lln trabon 

of the wonderful proO'ress and development of the prairie 
0 1 . 

reO'ion which occupy that divi ion of our country ymg west 

or°the O'J'Cat lakes. In some respects Illinois pos,ei,ses advan

tages promotive of rapid growth and prosperity e~joyed by 

no other Western State. A. glance at the map will confil"m 

this a ertion. Iler northeastern borders are washed hy the 

waves of Lake Michigan, affording a water outlet to the At

lantic· her entire western and southwe tem borders rest on 

the Missi ippi River for more than five hundred miles, while 

the southern and parts of the ea tern boundary are flanked by 

the Ohio and Waba h rivers-affording a river and lake com

munication with the sea unequaled by any other tate of the 

Union. In round number , it may be stated that the internal 

and border river navigation of Illinois has an extent of over 

1,200 miles. . 
uch s11perior facilities for floating to market the bountiful 

· nroduction of a reO'ion of almost universal fertility, furnish 
I:' 0 • 

easy explanation for the rapid growth and enduring pro penty 

which have combined to make Illinois a leading State of the 

Union. 
Illinois occupies a geographical position peculiarly favorable 

to the cultirntion of a great variety of agricultural products. 

The latitudinal extremes of the State are 37 t O and 42°, in

volving climatic differences rarely found in other States. 

The northern portions arc well adapted tu the cereals, pro

ducing bountiful yields of wheat, oat , corn, and e cnlcnt 

roots; the central favors a more prolific growth of the same 
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varieties; while the southern portion, with its softened tem

perature, not only nourishes a1l these, but in some sections is 

,rell adapted to the cultivation of tobacco, c tton, and a variety 

of delicate fruits, which in higher latitudes are subject to 

earlier fro,,ts and hortcr growing seasons. The ca tor bean 

has been successfully cultivated in the southern counties, and 

sweet potatoes are a reliable crop. Tobacco is extensively 

grown, the crop of la t year selling for $1,260,000, and cotton 

also con. titutea an important product of the State. 

:rot alone in agricultural resources is Illinois specially 

favored. The northern part abounds in mineral products of 

great commercial value, and scattered through almost the 

entire State are inexhau tible deposit of coal, comprising a 

field six times as large as all the coal fields of Great Britain. 

The lead district of Illinois covers an extent of over 160.000 

acres. The annual product of this mineral from the district 

mentioneu is very great, but as the records of shipments from 

Galena include the yield from the mines of southwestern "\Vis

consin, no special figures for Illinois can be given. Iron is 

also found in considerable quantities in the southern portions 

of the State. 
The timber supply of Illinois is greater than that of any 

other prairie State, but i not equally distributed. Some 

counties posse s a superabundance, "·hile others arc almost 

destitute even of the limited requirements for fuel. The most 

abundant varieties of timber are the oaks, ash, hickory, elm, 

maple, locust, cottonwood, walnut, and linden. In some of 

the rich river bottoms the cottonwood and sycamore attain an 

enormous size. 
While this State, in common with Indiana and Ohio, does 

not ofter the young and vigorous emigrant farmer, whose 

principal possessions are his strong arms and willingness to 

work equal advantaO'es with newer and less thickly settled 
' 0 • 

regions in respect to cheap lands and growing opportum-

ties, the chances are by no means all taken. Patient industry 

is sure to be rewarded by success and independence, and there 

are always openings in the enterprising towns and cities of 
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these States for the skilled artisan, the merchant, or the pro
fes~ional man, to which the cities of the old worl<l can offer no 
comparison. The foreign population of Illinois already num
bers seYeral hundred thousands, who find on its broad prairies 
an<l extensive bottoms a more genial climate, a prolific soil, 
and more numerous opportunities for successful industry, 
than were afforded in their native lands; and better still, 
they here enjoy rights and privileges as citizens which are 

unattainable in the old world. 
The rivers which rise within the limits of the State are 

Rock, Illinois, Kaska kia, and Big Muddy, affluents of the 
Missisi>ippi; the Embarras and Little Wabash, tributaries of 
the "\Vabash; and the Saline and Cash rivers, which empty 
into the Ohio. The Illinois is much the largest of these; it 
is formed by the union of the Kankakee and Des Plaine , and 
in its course of 500 mile toward the Mississippi receives Fox 
and Spoon rivers, Crooked Creek, and several other streams 
from the north, and the Vermilion, Mackinaw, Sangamon, 
and others from the south. The current of the Illinois is in 
general gentle, with a wide, deep bed-in some places opening 
into broad and lake-like expanses. Rock River rises in Wis
consin, and has a course of 300 miles; it is navigable for some 
distance, lint in its upper course is impeded by several rapids. 
The Kaskaskia rises in the eastern part of the State, and 
pursues a direction nearly parallel to that of the Illinois and 
Rock rivers, and after a course of 300 miles reaches the :Mis
sissippi in latitude 38° north. The Big Muddy is also a 
con iderable stream. The rivers flowing to the Ohio and 
Wabash are generally of less volume than the smaller class of 
rivers flowing toward the Mississippi, but several are naviga
ble, and all contribute much to the wealth of the country by 
the abundance of water-power they supply for mechanical 
purposes. 

"The soils of Illinois, though of such various character, are 
all highly fertile and productive. In the bottoms, or alluvial 
borders of the rivers, the soil is chiefly formed from the de

posits of the waters during flood. In some cases the mold so 
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formed is twenty-five feet and upward in depth, and of inex
haustible fertility. A tract called the "American Bottom," 
extending along the Mississippi for ninety miles, and about 
five miles in average width, is of this formation. About the 
French towns it has been cultivated, and produced Indian 
corn every year, without manuring, for a century and a half. 
The prairie lands, although not so productive, are yet not 
inferior for many agricultural purposes, and are preferred, 
where wood is to be had, on account of their supeiior sa
lubrity. The barrens, or oak openings, have frequently a 
thin soil." 

From the Monthly Report of the Department of Agricul
ture for June, 1868, we copy the following :...:... 

PmcE OF UNDIPROVED LA~Ds.-Thc average increase in the 
value of farm lands in the several counties of Illinois, as 
compared with the estimate under the census of 1860 is vari
ouf:, ranging from a low a six per cent., up to one '1rnndrcd 
per cent. Of wild or unimproved lands a number of coun
ties report "little or none,' <'XCept uch as may be con
n<'cteu with cultivated farms, and not to be purch:isetl separ
ately. The prices for this dC'scriptiou of lands vary greatly 
acconling to quality and location, ranging from S2 upward to the 
full ntlnc of improved laud . In tephen on County the c lands 
arc held at from .·10 to ·15 per acre, much of them broken and 
hilly, with small second growth timber, adapted to grazing. 
,Vinncbago, very little unimproved prairie land in the ton11ty ; 
it is held at $30 per acre; unimpro-,..cd timber laud, with timber 
cut off, is worth 86 to $15; part of the latter has a rich, product
ive oil. lcllenry and Lake haYc very little of such lands <lis
conncctc<l from cultivated farm-. Kane, no wild lands except 
swamps ownctl by the county, held n.t 81 to '10 per acre. Cook, 

35 per acre, mo tly low bottom land, too wet for cultivation, yet 
capable of producing good pa tu rage and meadow. ·will County, 
$20 per acre, quantity small. Grnndy, $16, deep loam, with clay 
subsoil, capable of producing heavy crops of corn, gras., small 
grains, fruits, &c. Lee, ·4 to 12; a portion will produce 30 
bushels of com, the babncc fit for pasture. Bureau, a\'Cragc $15 
per acre, mostly good prairie. Putnam, chiefly Illinois River 
bottom and bluff land , the former rich and well adapted to the 
culture of corn and potatoc~, the latter suited to fruit culture. 
Henry, aycragc $18.50, quality about ~ o. 2. Rock Island, 82 to 
$12 per acre, mostly low bottom lands. Mercer, ·s per acre; 
three-fourths broken or sharply rolling, bordering the streams, 
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and generally co-,ercd with young tirn ber; excellent for wheat ana 
other small grain , and good for corn and grass ; one-fourth is 
overflowed and not cultivable without leveeing, but fui;ni ·he· 
subsi tencc to large herds of cattle. In Henderson nearly all 
cultivable land i now worked, and the timber land is being fonced 
for pasture. McDonough, a large amount of the best lands held 
by speculators, worth $25 per acre; secondary tracts and creek 
blufts, from $3 to 20 per acre. Fulton, $5 to $10 per acre, mostly 
"barrens." ,varren, ·15 per acre, prairie and timber; the soil 
of the former a deep rich loam, 12 to 18 inches deep; the latter 
not generally good, the timber constituting the chief value, hilly 
and uneven. Brown, 7.50 per acre; some No. I soil, remainder 
very thin; timber, coal, and potters' clay, upon some portions. 
Knox, 10 to 25 per acre, chiefly bru h lands, generally under
laid with coal; these lands mostly good for fruits, e pecially 
grapes. Stark, $20 per acre, rich soil. '\Y ooclfon1, raw prairie, 
·14 per acre; timber, when suitable for lumber, '100 to ~·200 per 

acre; barrens (clay land from which the timber ha been cleared), 
$10 per acre. tivingston, 15 per acre, suited for all farming pur
poses. Iroquois, $7 per acre, quality inferior to goo<1, light sand, 
black sandy loam, black clay loam,aml muck; good for grazing aud 
general farming. Ford, $12 per acre, rich prairie. De \Vitt, ~·8 to 

25, chiefly belonging to Central Railroad Company, mostly low 
and flat, but equal to the best uplam1s when properly clrainccl. 
Douglass, $15 per acre, mostly rich prairie. Edgar, $12 per acre, 
first-class land. Moultrie, 812.50, embracing about oue-thirt1 of the 
county, hel<l by speculator and the Central Railroad Company; 
quality excellent, ~!aimed to be capable of producing corn, wh<'at, 
and hay for many year , without manure. Christian, $10; one
third bard timber, remainder fair prairie. l\Iacon, ·•3 to 815, 
generally hclcl by speculators and Centrnl Railroad Company; 
quality good, capable of hi~h cultivation. Logan, 22.50, chiefly 
prairie of goocl quality. angamon, $24; mostly along water
courses, and belonging to farms; held for timber growing, and, 
where fenced, used as woods pastures. Adams, ,5 ; timber land 
minus the timber. l\Iacoupin, '10; good wheat and corn land. 
J ersey, $3 to 50, average about $12 per acre, mostly broken 
or kept for timber. Fayette, $10 per acre; good land. Effiucr
ham, pmiric '15, timber $10 per acre; one-third of the county 
timber; soil, clay loam, adapted to grain, grass ancl fruit. Cum
berland, prairie land $11, good timber $12, glade or brnsh 84 to 
$5 per acre. Crawford, $10 per acre, timber and prairie; atlaptetl 
to grain, grass, tobacco, &c. Richland, {il5 to '20 per acre for 
wilcl land free from timber, :md-'4 to $8 for timbered prairie Janel; 
the latter being lower, owing to the labor ancl time required to 
brin~ it under cultivation, the timber being thick but of poor 
quality. ,v abash, $20 per acre; good for grass antl for corn when 
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drained. Marion 18; prairie and timber, atlapted to culture of 
grain ancl fruit,-, ~specially grapes. Clinton, ;·10 to ,'36; the :u:p
lanl1 i:; first-rate for wheat, and the bottoms for corn; the praine 
adapted to crcncral farming. '\Vashington, 820 per acre, mo tly 
timber or b~, ken; quality inferior. Ra1!dolph, average $15 per 
acre; a portion Yer,¥ ri_ch, cov~rcd with hic_kory aml oak. F~·an\ 
lin, $5 per acre, prn~c1pally t11nbcr; one-sixth botto1_n land , _the 
rcmainc.lcr ayerage tillable bud, some of the be t quality: Umou, 

15 per acre. Alexander,. '9 pc~- acre; bl~ck sand~ s~_1l, ?rokc1: 
and bottom land. , good for gram anu g1ass. _Pulaski,. 10 pc, 
acre. ;\fassac, 83 per acre; , wampy, but the dncs_t port1_ons arc 
fine for gras. . Pope, '3.50; mostly broke:1 o:·_ lnlly, with any 
amount of santl:;tone on the surface. Ilanlm, · ':> per acre ; good 
ridcrc hm1s suited to crrain and potatoes. ,villiam~on, '9 per 
acr~; ~uality tolcrably

0

goo(1 for general farmi~g. In 1860 th~ 
improved land numbered 13,090,374 acres ag~m t upward of 
22,000,000 acre (inc_luding water surfaces) u111mproveu, but at 
this ,late the proportions are greatly changed. 

* * * * * * * * 
The acrricultural resources of Illinois constitute her chief source 

of wealth an<l material prosperity, the State 110w ran_king1 next to 
T cw York, the highc t in the n.crgrq:pte value of ,agncultural 

products, reaching over $160,000,000 m 1806,_and, 184,000,000 
in 1 67. The character of the soil of the State 1s too well known 
to require detailed mention here. . 

\Yheat, Indian corn, oats, hay, and potatoc., arc the_ lcadmg 
crops of the 'tatc, being extensively grown m all sect1?11s, but 
the fir t two named arc the great staple , the crop of Inchan corn 
of 18GG aggregatin~ nearly 156,000,000 bu hel~, or more than 
one-sixth of the entire crop of the country; and of wheat about 
28,500,000 bu, hcls, anu about the same_ proportion of the to~al 
yield. As in all the orthcrn State , a rruxcd. husbandry preva1~s 
throucrhout the State the full li t of products suited to the lat1-

o ' · h t tucle being grown to a greater or less ~xtcnt m cac ?Oun y. 
The money values of the several promment crops durmg ~he 
past year, foot up, in round numbers, a f?llows: Indian 
corn, $74,000,000; wheat, $60,000,000; hay, $2:>,000,000; oats, 

15 000 ooo · potatoes '.Jc 400,000 ·, tobacco, '1,260,000; barley, 
' ' ' ' ' Tl I . 1 270 ooo • rye 760 000 · buckwheat, 273,000. rn w 1cat 1s 

' ' ' ' ' ' · f I d the chief money crop, however, a large portion o t 1e corn, an 
grass crops being fed out upon the farm to cattle and hogs. 

The General Land Office Report for 1 67, furnishes the 

fo1lowing interesting statistics:-

In 1850, Illinois had 76,208 farms, valued at $~6,133,290; ~n 
18G0, 144,338, valuecl at $+0 ,9+4,033. The quantity of land m 
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farms increased a.bout 77 per cent. during the decade, the im
proved land 165 per cent., the ca h value of farms about 325, a.nd 
the va.lue of farming implements and ma.chinery neady 200 per 
cent. 

The value of 1ive stock in 1850 wa 24,209,258; in 1860, 
872,501,225; and in 1865, according to the Sta.to return , it had 
advanced to, l 23,770,554, showing an increase, during the ten years 
following 1850, of 200 per cent., or 20 per cent. per annum, and 
70 per cent. for the five years following 1860, or 14 per cent. per 
annum. 

cw York, Penn ylvania, and Ohio, are the only tates making 
larger quantities of butter; a.ncl, in the value of slaughtered ani
mal , Illinoi is exceeded only by N cw York. 

In 1860, Tilinoi. produced 23, 37,023 bu hel of wheat, a.nd 
115,174,777 bushels of Indian corn, being 14 bushels of wheat 
and 67 bushels of Indian com to ovory man, woman, and child. 

The tato surpaR ed all others in wheat and corn products, 
there luwing been cultivated upon its . oil nearly one- e,·cnth of 
the entire wheat and corn crop of the United State~. In 1865, 
177,095,852 bushels of Indian corn wore produced, and 25,266,745 
bushels of wheat. The entire grain crop in 1865, including Indian 
corn, wheat, rye, oat , barley, and buckwheat, amounted to 
232,620,l 7:l bushels. The crop of potatoes was 5,864,408 bu hels, 
tobacco, l , 67,722 poundR, and hay, 2,600,000 tons, tho whole 
amounting in value to $116,274,322. Besides tbi. , there wore pro
duced in 1865, 5,000,000 pounds of cotton, a branch of industry 
just beginning to receive attention, yet alrea<ly pronounced ono 
of the most profitable crops in tho southern part of tho State; 
a.lso large quantities of grass-seedR, ma.pie a.nd sorghum-sugar and 
mola se R, flax, flax eed, hemp, hopR, . ilk cocoon , bees-wax, 
honey, wine, butte1· and cheese, peas ::md beans. The wool clip 
in 1865, was over 6,000,000 pounds; orchard products of the 
value of ,'2,000,000, and market ,'500,000 

The year 1865 was unfavorable for wheat in Ohio, Indiana, and 
Illinois, the yield in each being less than either 1862, 1863, or 
1864. Illino1 then produced 32,213,500 bu hcls. 

In every year since l 60, the ' tate has maintained a. po ition 
as the leading wheat and corn-growing region, while the product 
of other staples is annually increasing. 

Although one of the richest agricultural tates, a l::irge pa.rt i 
mineral, the coal fiel<ls being c timatecl at 44,000 squa.re miles, 
and the lead mines as among the most valuable in the world. 

Tho Illinois coal-field stretches from the l\Iis i 0 sippi, near Rock 
Island, ea. tward toward Fox River, thence outheast through 
Indiana, and southward into Kentucky, occupying the greatci· 
part of Illinois, the Routhwestern portion of Indiana, and tlw 
northwestern part of Kentucky, measuring 375 miles in length 
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from northwest to southeast, and 200 in width from St. Louis 
eastward-estimated to contain 1,277,500,000,000 tons of coal, 
sufficient to furnish an annual supply of 13,000,000 tons for nearly 
a hundred thousand years, bein$ more than si~ times as. large as 
all the coal fields of Great Brita.111, and embracmg one-third of all 
the coal measures of orth America. 

The present annual product of the tate is 11500,000 tons, ~ho 
amount increa ing every year, a.nd, as the coa.l 1s of good quality 
and ca ·ily mined, it is destined to become one of the most prom
inent interests of the tate. 

The <Treat lead district of the Missi sippi River occupies a por
tion of~10rthwestcrn Illiuoi , southwestern "\Vi cousin, and no_rth
ea tern Iowa coverin<T an area of about 1,000,000 acreR, one-sixth 
of which lies

1

in lllinoi, in Jo Da.viess County, which has furnish
ed the entire lead product of the country for t:venty years. A 
few mines in \Visconsin and Illinois ha.ve supphed anu smelted 
15,000,000 pounds a year. . 

Iron ore has been mined in Ifordin County, on the Ohio, everal 
furnaces being in operation: Valuable _be_ds_ of_ the or? arc _re
ported bet ween the Ka ka km and the ~liss1ss1pp1; also m U mon 
County, and in the northern part of the , tate. Co_pper has been 
fouml in several counties; a.lso ma.rble, erystal\1zed gn)st~m, 
quartz crystal, and si}ex for_glass manufae~u.re; salt also e:rn:t1?~ 
in the outhern count10s, while mall q11ant1t1es of gold and s1he1 
have been obtained in the lead district in the northwest corner 
of the State. P •trolenm is found in the northeast part, zinc. ore 
in the lead district in Jo Davie s, sulphur and chalybeatc spnngs 
in Jefferson aud other localities. 

Although the leading intere t of Illin~is continu?s to be agri
culture its manufactures have been tcau1ly aclvancm~. 

In 1850, it had 3,162 e tablishment , with a. ca.pita\ invested 
of $6,217,765, producing an anr~ual product_ of $16,5~4,27~. 

In 1860, it had 4,26 establishment , with a capital mves~cd 
of 2754 563 producincranan11ual1)roductof857,5 0,887,bemg 

' ' , an increase in value clurin<T the decade of 2-!8 per cent. 
·while Illinoi was fiftee~1th among the States in general indus

try in 1 50, it advance was S? r:1'pid durin~ th~ dccacle that1 in 
1860 it stood eventh · and wlulc its population rncrca ed clunng 
the ten years at the r~te of 101 per cent., the incrca e in manu
factures was still grea.ter, equaling, as before stated,_ 248 per 
cent. A similar increase during the ten years fol\owrng 18~0 
will make the va.lue of this branch of indn try $200,000,000 111 

1870 and advance it in rank to be fifth. 
A~corcling to the tate census, the value of manufactured pro

ducts for 1 65 was ·63 356 013. The value of real esta.te a.ncl 
personal prope:·ty for 1850 is'i·eporte<l in the Unite_tl f;tate~ census 
a.t $156,205,006, and for 1860, at $871,860,282, bemg an mcrease 
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in the kn years of $715,595,276, or 458 per cent. In l 866, the 
Governor estimated the real wealth of the State at not less than 
81,200,000,000. 

The population in 1850 was 851,470, in 1860, l,7ll,981, and in 
1867, 2,151,00'i. A density of population equal to that of :Massa
chusetts would give Illinois a population of 8,754,780; a density 
equal to that of the French empirn would increa e it to 9,641,340. 

The Illinois coal-field covers an area of H,ooo square miles, or 
three-fourths of the whole surface, and if its soil were cultiva
ted with the laborious care bestowetl upon the Belgian fields, 
scarcely an acre could be de:-:ignated as waste l:l!ltl. 

The railroad system is on a scale commensurate with its 
advantageous position in respect to agriculture and internal 
commerce; 3,l 60 miles are completed and now iu operation, 812 
miles more are in course of construction, making in the aggregate 
3,97!) mile , or one mile of railroad to 14 square miles of territory. 

Eight lines cross the ca tern boundary of the State, antl the 
l\1is issippi RiYer is approachctl within the State by thirteen, 
connecting with the ea t and we t through routes across the 
Sates of Mis ouri and Iowa, and northern routes through ,vis
consin antl Minne ota, westward to the Pacific, and eastward to 
the great trade marts of the Atlantic coast. 

In addition to the facilities thus afforded to commerce, a canal 
has been constructed from Lake )Iichigan, at Chieago, tu La 
Salle, on the Illinois Tiiver, 100 miles in lenoth, afforJing eomrnn
nication by water bet\\·eeH the lake and the )lississippi. The canal 
is now being enlarged Ly det'pening its chann I to accommodate 
large class wssels, so that the waters of Lake l\Iiehigan "·ill tlow· 
through to the Illinois River, the becl of which is improved so as 
to establish uninterrupted steam na,·igation at all seasons from 
the l\Iississippi, by way of the lakes antl the St. Lawrence, to the 
Atlantic. 

The leading city in the State is Chicago, on the west shore nnd 
near the southern extremity of Lake Michigan. In 1837 its pop
ulation was 4,170; in 1850, 20,963; in 1860, 110,!l73; its popula
tion being now over 200,000 

TIIE SOUTIIERN STATES. 

NoT all those who are seeking new homes will desire to 

emigrate to the West. There is a nu~erous class ~ho .woul~ 

gladly exchange the long and se,·ere wmters of _north~rn lati

tudes for a more kindly climate, where labor is unlundered 

by snow and ice, and soft sunshine and balmy air mark 

every season. And there are some ,~ho are reluctant to leave 

lands of hills and valleys, and leaprng waters, for _the more 

monotonous beauties of the far inland ,vest, with its flower-

clad prairie levels and more sluggish stream~. . . 
There are others a"'ain whose tastes and mclmations would 

' 0 ' 1. 
lead them where the pioneer's privations and hards 11ps may 

be avoided where social institutions and advantages are 

already cst~blished and the surroundings are in keeping 

with their early h~bits and experience. To all with whom 

these influences may prevail, and to many others, the South

ern States of the American Union, glowing with genial 

warmth, and possessing all the natural elements for a far 

higher degree of growth and development than they _hav~ yet 

attained now offer extraordinary inducements for immigra-, 
tion. 

The South presents a wide diversity of surface features and 

resources. Its long line of sea-coast affords ample harbor 

facilities its numerous broad and navigable rivers mean

der thro'iwh extensive valleys, unrivaled for beauty and fer

tility, and its climate and soil, while favorable to all th_e 

productions of the temperate zone and many of ~he tropi

cal are specially adapted to the cultivation of certa~n stap:es, 

su;h as cotton, rice, tobacco, and sugar, some of wluch thr1~7e 

elsewhere lmt indifferently, if at all. It would seem that m 
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the bestowal of her bounties upon the South, ature had denied 

it nothing. 
We shall endeavor to outline briefly the causes whieh, while 

disorganizing some of the institutions of the South, have con

tribute<l. to render it in many respects, at the present more 

than at any previous time, such an especially inviting field for 

the emigrant. 
But a few years ago the South was in the full tide of pros

perity and advancement. Its population was rapidly increas

ing, railroads and telegraphs were being constructed wherever 

the growing interest of the country required them, and edu

cation, science, and art were receiving their dues of nouri h

ment and aid. :Millions of acres of bursting cotton-bolls lay 

like vast snow-fields in the sun, and scattered everywhere 

were refined and luxurious homes, supported by the varied 

and almndant crops of a generous soi]. The South was the 

abode of luxury and plenty. 
But upon this blossoming tree of progress was also growing 

an apple of discord. Heeding too much the counsels of men 

who were smarting under disappointed ambition, and alleged 

grieYances at the hands of the Korth, the people of the South, 

underrating the depth and strength of that patriotism which 

had so long upheld the integrity of our common conntry, per

mitted themselves in an unfortunate moment to be dragged 

into a conflict, the avowed aim of which was to sever the 

Union-that Union which all the potent traditions of child

hood, and the life-devotion and in pired utterances of our 

wisest and best-loved statesmen, had taught us to hold sacred. 

The institution of African slaYery had for many years been 

the principal cause of that sectional bitterness which resulted 

in this unhappy rupture. On the one side it was upheld as a 

divine ordinance, patriarchal in its nature and benignant in 

its effects; on the other it was regarded as contrary to the 

precepts of the Christian religion, and subversive of the great 
principles of the Declaration of Independence. 

The institution was fastened upon this country during its 

colonial dependence upon England, despite the remonstrances 
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of many of the colonies. Prior to 177G it is estimated that 

300 000 slaves were imported into the co1onies which then 

declared their independence as the United States of America. 

In the early days of the Republic there was a very general 

desire expressed for the abolishment of slavery, some of the 

Southern tates being prominently active to this end. Ver

mont led the way in 1777, before its admi,; ion into the Union. 

Other r orthern States followed, generally passing what were 

called gradual emancipation acts. New York State passed an 

act of this kind in 1799, at which time it had upward of 

20,000 slave , and in 1 19 adopted another act, declaring that 

all her slaves should be free in ten years, or by the 4th of 

July, J 827. Undoubtedly the Southern States would have 

pursued the same policy but for several circumstances ·whic~ 

conspired to fix the institntion more firmly upon them. Promi

nent among these was the invention of the cotton-gin, ,,...hich 

at once advanced the culture of cotton to the front rank ns a 

lucrative occupation, and thus rcnclered slavery mo~·e profit

able to the Sou:hern farmers. And so slavery continued to 

flourish, and take deeper root, notwithstanding the warnings of 

W ashin"'ton Jefferson and many others of the most illustri-
o ' ' ous statesmen of both "orthern and Southern 1Jirth, until it 

had thoroughly incorporated itself with the Southern portion 

of the IJ'reat body politic. The slave population had increased 

from 803,04:1 in the year 1 00, to nearly 4,000,000 in 1860. 

Numerous anti-slavery societies had meantime been estab

lished throughout the North, pledged to agitate the important 

question to a satisfactory issue, ancl a great political party, 

organized in opposition to its extension, whose power first 

culminated in 1 60 in the election of Abraham Lincoln for 

President of the United States. 
At this juncture most of the slave-holding States seceded 

from the Union, and combining as the "Southern Confed

eracy," took the initiative in the most fearful strifo of modern 

times. For four long and bloody years the whole land trem

bled with the shock of war. Marchin"' armies swe1,t over the 
• 0 

fruitful fields of the South, leaving in their train nothing but 
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ruin an<l desolation. Flying .quadrons thun<lered alono- beau

tiful southern valleys, and towns and cities crumblell beneath 

the storm of shot and Rhell, or vanished in a fiery floo<l. Every 

branch of industry wa. paralyzed, and few portions of the 

once pro perous South were exempt from the rava"'es of this 
terrible contest. 

0 

The armies of the South fought desperately. But destiny 

had decreed that the equally brave and gallant patriots, who 

had so nobly and swiftly rallied to defend our fl.a"' should 
, Ol 

finally march to lasting Yictory. The Union was restore<l-

every bondman "·as now and forever freed, and the vast 

armies were disbanded, to forget the arts of war in cultivat
ing those of peace. 

Unharmed beneath the havoc which had thus swept away 

the results of many years' industry, lay the fertile fields of 

the South, patiently awaiting their accustomed care, ready to 

smile again with bountiful harvests at the a king of peaceful 

labor. But laborer. were few. Four millions of slaves who 

had been chiefly held to farm ln.bor had suddenly found their 

freedom, and freedom to their untaught simplicity too often 

meant the privilege of i<llcness. The relations existing be

tween former masters and the freedmen were strano-e an<l 
0 

anomalous. The whole labor system of the South was com-

pletely revolutionized, and it is found no easy matter to evoke 
order from the confusion. 

During the last year, it was officially stated that the effect

ive labor of the South had been reduced by the war, to one

third its former amount, and manv careful and intellicrent men 
~ b 

placed the estimate at one-fourth. As a consequence, thousand 

of fenced and cleared fields are to be found throu"'hout the ::, 

South, untilled for the lack of laborer ; and large areas of the 

most productive land, once thoroughly under cultivation, are 

now fast growing up with brush and briers. Before the war, 

large tracts of land were owned by individuals, and cultivated 

by slave-labor, which, under the present altered state of thincr;,, 
• • 0' 

remam uproducbve, and are offered to emigrants in farms of 

any required size, at very low prices. 
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The tenor of not less than two thonsan<l letters received by 

the writer within the past four months, from all parts of the 

Sontli, has led him to believe that at no time since the first 

settlement of this country, has it offered to the toiling mil

lions of the oid world such an immense scope of fertile and 

improved land upon such advanta"'eous terms. 
More than three years have now pa sed away since the war, 

and the people of the South ha,·e unceasingly invited-almost 

implored-the emigrant to come and see with his own eyes, 

the opportunities everywhere offered to him. But a yet, 

compared with the many who have sought homes in the West 

during this time, few haYe turned their faces toward the 

South. There is an obvious reason for this:-
In this country soldiers must feel before theywill fight, and 

it was harJly to be expecte<l that vast numbers of plodding 

men, banded into a living force and frenzied with the in

creasing rancor and bitternes of a four years' deadly strife, 

could be suddenly discharged to the farm or the workshop 

without, for a time, holding on to the individual feeling of 

which their armies were the consolidated sum. The Southern 

soldier<', however, went to their homes proclaiming that they 

accepted the results of the war as final, and would cordially 

unite with the North in the re-establishment of harmony and 

concord. :Many at the North believe that the words and 

deeds of the Southern people are far from showing that they 

have really intended to ratify and keep this compact: others 

claim that history record~ 110 instance where eight millions 

of high- piritc<l people 11ave more quietly accepted such 

altered eircum tances and changed relations, and where such 

a complete revolution of their hopes, an<l of matters affeding 

their material prosperity, has been followed by less general 

Yiolence and disorder. 
But if the latter view be the trne one in the main, it can not 

be denied that in various parts of the South, ignorant and tur

bulent men, fu-ed with partisan malignity, have committed 

numerous cruel acts of' intimidation and bloodshed, in t1·ying 

to suppress the great constitutional right of free opiuion and 
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discussion. There is no doubt that these excesses and brutali

ties have been most earnestly and heartily deplored by the 

intelligent and order-loving citizens of the South, and that 

efforts have been made to check and suppress them; but 

such efforts have not been so far successful as to prevent 

a wide-spread impression that a reign of terror has existed 

throughout the Southern States, and that life and property 

were insecure. This is the only reason why the thousands of 

eager emigrants who are longing to occupy a land of so much 
fertility and loveliness, still linger and hesitate. 

The future of the South is in the hands of her own people, 

and 'now that the heated canvass of a Presidential election is 

ended, we firmly believe that they are entering upon a new 
and most au picious era-that disorder and violence will be 

restrained-that the recollection of conflicts will soon fade 

before the resistless march of events-that the same political 

and social toleration prevailing in other portions of our land, 

will be here recognized and respected ; and that while falling 

peacefully into line, to meet the living issues of the hour, the 

Southern people will extend to the immigrant of every laind 

and condition, their far-famed hospitality and welcome. 



VIRGINIA. 

Trns noble State is conspicuous, not only for its great re
sources, delightful climate, and the generous hospitality of 
its people, unt also for the number of patriots aud states
men who have sprung from its soil, chief among whom 
was Washington, whose name wil1 be revered through all 
time, and whose hallowed ashes stil] repose at }fount Vernon, 
in the bosom of his native State. Virginia suffered much 
throughout the late war as a prominent theater of action for 
the contending armies, and as the scene of some of its most 
memorable and <leeisive battles; and no Southern State now 
affords greater indueements for immigration, or more ur
gently invites it. 

If the emigrant prefers to remain near the blue waters 
which perhaps floated him to our shore:;, he may find lands 
at reasonable prices near Chesapeake Bay, or the sea-coast. 
Would he penetrate the interior, Virginia invites him to the 
fertile banks of the Potomac or the James, or other of her 
magnific·ent rivers, or, still farther inland, among the Dlue 
Ridge .Mountains, or to the far-famed valley of the Shenan
doah. 

In its exce11ent harbors and navigable rivers, Virginia is en
dowed with pre-eminent facilities for both fi.>reign and inland 
commerce. ,v ater-power is abundant for manufacturing pur
poses, an<l, in addition to a soil of great natural fo,tility, the 
State possesses an almost illimitable wealth of mineral trea
sures. Gold, copper, lead, iron, vast fields of both anthracite 
and bituminous coal, salt, lime, marl, gypsum, soapstone, 
marble, a11d slate, may be enumerated as among her resources 
under tbis head, which for the most part have remained com
paratively unsought for. Virginia also abounds in mineral 
springs, many of which have long been noted for their cura-

15 
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tive qualities; and possesses many natural curiosities of great 

interest, one of the most remarkable of which is the N atnral 

Bridge, in Rockbridge ounty, in the midst of the wild scenery 

of the D1ue Ridge region. .According to Thomas Jefferson, this 

is" the most sublime of nature's works. It is an arch reaching 

across a narrow ravine, which extends for some distance aborn 

and below, at the height of 215 feet above the stream which 

flows under it, 80 feet wide, and 93 feet long-so beautiful. 

and arch, so elevated, so light, and springing, as it were, up to 

heaven-the rapture of the spectator is really indescribable.'' 

:Madison's and "\Veir's ca\·es, near Staunton, are also weil 

known as points of interest to the tourist an<l lover of nature. 

The latter is the most extensive, heing 2,500 feet in length ; it 

consists of a succession of f'-pacious apartments, one of the 

largest of which is 260 feet in length, 33 feet high, and 20 

feet "·ide. These large halls are hung with stalactites of rare 

beauty, formed by the trickling lime-water. These are fre

quently of the most fantastic shapes, sometimes resembling 

stiffened waterfalls, columns, thrones, towers, and statues. 

A1l around the mountain borders of the great valley of 

Virginia arc to be found many natural wonders and much 

grand and sublime scenery. 
There are now no Government lands in Virginia subject to 

settlement under the pre-emption or homesteaJ laws. Farms, 

however, which were forrnerly dependent upon slave labor, 

for their cultivation, and whose owners harn no longer the 

means to work tl1em, may be bought in almost every pal't of 

the State at very low prices. The people of Virginia urgently 

desire immigration, and will cordially welcome among them 

all worthy settlers. The State is distant from New York only 

a few hours by rail or steamship, and may be visited with 

little expenditure of time or money. 
From a pamphlet upon the resources of Virginia, prepared 

last December, for the "information of Europeans desiring to 

emigrate to the new world," antl sent us by J. D. hrnoni::--,. 

Domestie State Agent of Immigration for Virginia, we extraC't 

tbe following:-

VIRGINIA. 33() 

No State in the Union present a greater variety of surface and 
climate than Virginia-from the mountains of the interior and 
the rugged hills cast and west of them, to the rich alluYions of 
the riven:, and the !:'amly flats on the sea-coa t. The o-rcate>-t ex
tent of mountains, and the greatest variety of tim bcrs arc found 
in this , tate. \Vhite Top )lonntain, in Gray on County, attains 
an elevation of six thons:mJ foct. 

The State is by nature di,·ided into fi,·c di tricts or regions, 
viz.: the Lower or Tide-water, the Piedmont, the Valley, the 
Allcghanies, and the Trans-Alleghanies. \Ve will glance at them 
in their natural order. 

Lowmi OR Tum-WATER DrSTJUCT.-Thirty-scven conntie, , most
ly bonh•ring on the Atlantic Oeean an<l Che~apeake Bay, com
pose this district. It is generally Jen)!, not more than sixty feet 
above tide, even in the highest plaees. Great navigable streams 
traverse it in a southeastern direction, sueh as the Potomac, 
Rappahannock, York, and J amcfl, with a multitude of ismaller 
streams. The great slope whieh forms thi district i · "<lirided 
by nalnrnl boundarie into no lc!'s than twelve princ-ipal pminsu
Ja ," ays General \Yise, of Yirgiuia, in a recent addr<'!'R, replete 
with valuable information, "the eastern shore of the Chef<a
pcakc, that between the Potomac and Rappabannoek; between 
the Happahannock and Piankatank; between the Piank:1tank 
and York; the York and Jame'; the Mattapouy and Pamunkey; 
the Chickahominy and the JameR; the Nan emond and Dismal 

wamp and the Ocean; the Namwmon<l and Jame. a1l(1 tlw 
l31ackwater; the Blackwater and the N otto,,·ay; the Nottoway 
and .l\Iehcrrin; the :Mchcrrin and the lloanokc." 

Thi farnred region contains every variety of soil. The delta 
of thcRe river "in the borders ot Virginia is richer and rarer in 
every production than the o-arden of the 'ile." There i::; no
where near it any "arida m1triJ· leo11um," says Gen. \\'i Re, "ancl 
its only quags of swamp, even in th<' Big Dragon of the Piauka
tank, and on the Chiekahominy, and around the fire-fly camp o.f 
Drummond Lake, arc capal)le of being converted into a X cw 
Ilolland, by dyke and ditch of ea y spit an<l drain, or horticulture 
of every fruit and vegetable, where drought can not parch, and of 
a temperature milder than that much farther south. \ ' cgl'tat io11 
is confined to no one class of plants and trees, and flo,,·er, and 
fruit, and cereal, and staple crops of eyery variety flourish with a 
beauty and a fullness and a flavor to cheer indnstry and art with 
lu cious plenty at home anu a paying profit at tlrn markets of 
every Ea tcm city. There i a navigable stream at almost erery 
door. There are eligible sites on every creek and ri,·er in this 
region, not only for all the more common fruits, such a applefl, 
peaches, pears, cherries, berries, plums, and melon , but for the 
rarer and more delicate fruits-such as grape , figs, pomegranates, 
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apricots, nectarines, Persian cantelopes, strawberries, and cran
berries. According to Prince, there arc 110 sites on the continent 
so Italy-like for fruits, as some of these peninsulas of lowland 
Virginia. 

The crops of grain and vegetables are still more various, and 
the lands the easie, t tilled in the world, with mines of marl and 
shell, :rnd fossils and muck for manure in every part. It is a o-rcat 
mistake to suppmm that this ection is not equally good for stock
raisin« of its kind, and for clothing as well as for food. It has 
the finest ranges in its savannas and Aalt marsh s, for mall cat
tle of the Devon hrerd, and the be:,;t for hogs all(l shrep-arnl the 
hardiest hloodecl horse.. The ponie. of the Chincoteague hland, 
will sell for a higher price than any hor~e in America, proportion
ed to his girth; and the be t ratl•rs of the two last centuries w re 
foaled from the bloo<l the ,outh side of the J amrs. Flax and 
hemp may be grown to any extent, and cotton has been _grnwn 
profitably. Its forests furni,-;h the choieest i;hip-timhcr from its 
salt sra atmosplH're in thirty milrs of the coast. Its Hampton 
Roads is the largest harbor of the continrnt, to which the eastern 
river converge from very point of the comp:u,s for commerce. 
And, everywhere, on land and water, nature has provided a meat
l1ouse of fislwrics and game, yeni~on, wilcl turkeys, quails a1Hl 
woodcock, rah bits, sc1uirrcls, robins, sora, reed-hi rd, , shell-fhh, 
scale-fish, terrapins, turtles, swa111:1, wil<l geese, brant, wi!tl ducks, 
and plon•r innumrrablc, and iudestrnctible. 

The l"alubrity "of its climate," f.ayt, (-l:rnrral "\\'i,-;r, "will com
pare with that of any region ~incc tlrainagc an<l limin_g of the 
lanc1s began to remO\'C the cam, •s of malarial fevers chirfly at 
the point where the tides of P.alt water meet the cuncnts of the 
fresh water at the rin•rt1." 

The rntirc region is favorable to the growth of the finer kinds 
of tobacco, offering great inllnccments for the ettkment of grow
ers from the Yarious portions of European tobacco regions. 
There iR no rea on why the fineAt Cuban tobaccos should not 
gi·ow here, and with the now spreading cultivation of the Latakict 
tobacco plant, brought by Bayard Taylor from Palrstine, and 
suecessfully introducecl alrea<ly by him in P nn:ylvania, a gr 'at 
future is open for this Ataplc in Yirginia. )Ir. Taylor, thinks this 
variety incomparably better than the .finest Yara or Cuba c,·cr 
grown, and Rtates that it docs 11ot deteriorate by being tran -
planted, but retains perfectly all its delicious characteristics. 

l\larkct garclenrrs near Norfolk cultivate early ve«ctahlrs for 
the markets of :Maryland, Penn~ylvania, and New York, haying 
their produce ripening from three to fonr weeks earlier than in 
those more northern latitudes. Tlwy have been known, on from 
five to ten acres in cultivation, to make per annum from ~•2,500 
to $5,000 clear profit. By the Anamessic line of railroad, which 
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now in thirteen hours' tr:.rrcl connects the city of K orfolk with 
the metropolis of .,. cw York, market gardeners and farmers on the 
lower Chesapeake Bay, especially those who live in .Accomac ancl 
-orthampton counties, may directly, and those of Priner::-s 1\nne, 

K orfolk, York, Gloucester, Mathews, Mi<ldlcsex, Lanca:-trr, and 
K orthumberlancl may, 1.,y means of their own little schoo11ers, in 
one uio-ht's travel aero ' S the bay, offer their produce for sale 
within "'twenty-four hours, in the best market on the American 
continent. The fisheries on these coasts arc world-renownecl. 
On the whole line of the countic aho,·c mentioned, fish manure 
can be abundantly obtained for the labor of canying it away. 
·wheat and other cereals flourish. During the war in this section, 
the inhabitants felt no apprehension on the score of li\'iug; they 
could find fi ·h and oyster~, antl wild duck , everywhere, and in 
plenty. In Tansemoncl County, in the celebrated Dismal Swamp, 
peat has been diRCOYercd. It is now being cut, molded, and ship
ped to the 1 orthcrn cities, and found to be extremely profitable. 

l3y allowing one hunclrrd inhabitants to the square mile, and 
giving ti:-tY acre _as ?' homestead_ to each fa1~il_y, the lo~~·lands 
of Virp;mia can mamtam a populat10u of one m1lhon and six hun
clrecl thousand souls. 

PrnrnIOXT DrnTRICT.-At the foot of the mountains, stretching 
away to where the navigation of the riYcrs which traverse the 
lowlands cease ,a region embracing thirty-two counties, lies, more 
diver:ifiecl in surface than the lowlands-and, of com·sc, more 
elm·ated with a rreuial, healthful climate. Here arc found the 
greate t 'induccme~1ts for the erection of manufacturing e tahfo:h
ments -natural water-power being everywhere abundantly at 
comm~nd. This lancl is the Piedmont of Virginia-like the Yi nous 
land of Italy, though not so naked. As General ,vise sap : 
"For hill and dale, ancl grove and meadow, for lawns and 
orchards, and mountain spires and undulating _surface of waY~ng 
wheat-fields and green wards, and buoyant pnngs and sparklmg . 
fountains and bracino- aiL"-it surpasses all classic lands of Arca
dia." It'is divided by the James into T orth and South Piedmont, 
from the Point of Rocks to Lynchhmg, and from Lynchbur~ to 
the Korth Carolina line. The diffeL"encc in these two divis10ns 
of the Piedmont is attributable more to the difference in the past 
habits of cnltivatincr the two than to any great variation of soil 
or climate. Thouo-1~ one i farther north, yet the climate of each 
is much the same ~s that of the other, both being nearly atlccted 
by a mountain atmosphere. The north~r11, ha the stiffest cl_ay, 
and cultivates wheat and corn and art1ficml grasses, and nu s 
live tock· the southern cultirnte mo tly tobacco and corn, 
t~ough wh~at also lar\?cly, an~ grazes but little. poth arc beau--.. 
t1fnl and fertile and fit for farnung-capable of the highest culture; 
arc cool and bracing in temperature and blessed with health. 
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This district has an area of ten thousand square miles, and is 
capable of maintaining a population of one million soul . It is 
not generally a lime laud, but })Ortions of it are very rich, viz.: 
Loudoun, Fauquier, Albemarl.c, ::11xl Bedford counties. The 
tobacco which is raised in the southern section of Piedmont, south 
of 38°, is known as shipping tobacco. The fine tobacco counties 
in this section arc Albemarle, Henry, Pittsylvania, Halifax, 
Campbell, &c. 

Before we reach the third principal region of Viro-inia we must 
cross the Dlue Ridge, where we find still some of the fuost beautiful 
fore ts of America, and an atmosphere of surpaH ing salubrity. 
The productions of this maguificent mountain-belt arc similar to 
those regions on its sides. "T aYing wheat-fields and pai-tures 
and charming Yallcys, with grazing cattle and hardy husband
mc~1, !llay every":hcrc be n~ct. Vincyarc~s ar_c cv01ywhcrc 
spnngmg up, and its honey frnds now, and its wmes will soon 
find, a market in the world. 

To the sturdy emigrant this ridge offers still thousands of 
acres of virgin land ·, anu nowhere in America will he have 
na~ure_'s assurance of _a long life so plainly in<licatccl as here. 
This ndgc alone contams at least two thousand square milef' or 
one million two hundred and eighty thousand acrcs-enourrl{ to 
divide into six thousand four hundre'cl farms of two hundred ~cres 
each, and to support a population of fifty thousand more than it 
has now. 

VAL1.,EY DISTRICT.-Crossing the rnuc Ridge mountains we 
come to the celebrated Yallcy of Virginia. (Shenandoah and 
S_outh Branch), not oniy. ren?,vned for the fertility of its soil
c~ght thousand square miles 111 area and capable of supporting 
CJght hundred thousanJ people-but for the splendid character
istics of its inhabitants-oricrinally Encrlisb Germans cotch and 
I . h . . . "' "' , ' ' 
ns , now 111term1xcd m one brave race. A continuation of the 

fruitful Cu1!1bcrland Valley of Pennsylvania, it stretches between 
th_c ~h~e R1ds-c and Alleghany Mountains the entire length of 
Virguua, o_bhquely rrom northeast to southwest, nearly three 
hundre~ nulcs, a11cl is fr~m twenty-fi:·c to thirty miks wide. 
Posscssmg- the finest grazmo- countr'/ m the world and havincr 

~ ,":> ) l .:) 

throughout a limestone .foundation, 1ts lands yiek1 from twenty 
to (orty bu~hels of wheat, and from forty to fifty bushels of 
Indian corn 18 by no means an extraordinary crop. 

To ~how the remarkable _permanency of its fertility we cite the 
followmg fro_m a traveler_ 1'.1 the last century. Burnaby, in his 
travels, describes the cond1t10n of the Germans on the Shenandoah 
as follows: "I could not but reflect with pleasure on the siLUation 

; of these people, and think if there is such a thiner as happiness in 
t_his _life they enjoy !t. Far from the hustle or"' the world, they 
h ,·e rn the most delightful climate and richest soil imao-inable · 

~ ::, , 
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they are. eYery~1herc surr_ounded with beautiful p_rospe~ts and 
1:-ih·an scenes, lofty mountams, transparent stream, , falls of '.vater, 
rich valleys, and majestic woods; the whole inters per ·c(l with an 
infinite variety of flowcrin« shrubs, constitute the landscape sur
roundino- them; they are ~-;ubject to few di ea cs; arc generally 
robu t ~1d live in perfect liberty; they are ignorant of want antl 
acquainted with but few vices; their inexperience of the clcgan
cies of lifq precludes any regret that they possess no~ the meanR 
of enjoying them; but they possess what many pnncc_s _woul~ 
o-iye their dominions for-health, content, and tranqmlhty of 
~ind." Seventy years later, Bernhard, dnkc of Saxe-"~ eimcr, 
says of this valley: "The country was pretty well cul~1vatcd, 
and by the exterior of many country houses, we were mduced 
to believe th"'ir inhabitants enjoyed plenty." Daniel '\Vebster, 
twenty years after this, in a J_mblic or~tion in ~he ~hc,nandoah 
Valley, said " he bad seen no finer farmmg land m lns European 
travel· than in that valley." Still twenty years later, and the 
K orthcrn troops when they entered it victoriously, after its great 
defender Sto11cwall J ackso11, had fallen, exclain1ed: "Herc is a 

' "Wl . second Canaan, let us rest here and pitch our tents. 1at gives 
particular interest to this valley and to the Blnc Ridge to the 
European aml N orthcrn emigrant is the fact that there have never 
been mauy negrocs within them-at this day the land is culti
vated almost entirely by white laborers. 

T11E ALLEGJIANIEs.-Beyond this valley wcstwarc1 r:i8e the_ Al
leghnnics. Their range rnns north~ast and south_west 250 miles, 
by 50 miles of arnrage width-makmg of ruountams, Yallcy~, and 
dales 12 500 quarc miles. Besides their a pect of rocks, rids-es, 
cave; Ydlleys slopes hcalino- springs, streams, and fountarns, 

' ' ' "' . . 1· d f they present to the eye a most luxuriant ~n( 1g;~nons Y_er urc _o 
blue-gra s spread over forests and fields, wluch o_fler grazrng- to )ivo 
stock on nature's pasture· without cost of clcanng or cultivat1on. 
North of the Ili<Yh Knob a.ml Haystack there are no negrocs. 
The whole rco-ion ~f these mountains abounds in minerals of every 
q.escription, ,~hich wait for capital to develop them. _Wheat, rye, 
oats, and other grains, and the fruits of northern latitudes grow 
luxuriantly everywhere in the _valleys, dales, plateai~s, ~•1~cl on tho 
slopes of these rugged mountams+ and o!fcr a mos~ rnv1t11~g home 
to a Swiss, a Scot, a Swede, a N onveg1an, &c. There 1s room 
enou"h in these mountains for one million two hundred thousand 
immj';,.rants of every kind of occupation. 

FA~tMs-IIow DIVIDED, &c., 1N VmGINIA.-The cultivated land 
is divided into farms, as follows:-

2,351 farms of 3 and under 10 acres. 
5,565 farms of 10 and under 20 acres. 

19,584 farms of 20 and under 50 acres. 
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21,145 farms of 50 an<l. under 100 acres. 
34,300 farms of 100 and under 500 acres. 

2,882 farms of 500 and under 1,000 acres. 
641 farms of 1,000 acres and over. 

86,468 farms in all. 

The 3,500 large tracts being under cultivation, parts oi which 
are now in the market, lie cattcrcd over the entire tate. Thero 
are still ome public lands in Virginia; but the local land offices 
have long since been closed, and there ar at thi time none fot· 
sale. "\Ve have seen, however, that barely one-fourth of the State 
is cultivated, the remainder still being virgin soil. The residents 
are now working but one-half, in many instances le s than one
h~lf, of wbat they did in 1860. Good lancls lying idle, together 
with those that have never been cleared, can now be purchased 
at from two to twenty clollars per acre, on part payment and 
credit, or rented, or lc:rcd for a term of years on the mo~t ad van
tao-eous terms and for low prices, or on shares. 

irginia can, with confillence, repose npon her generous soil 
and salubrious climate. Iler present political troubles arc but 
temporary, ancl need in no way affect the immirrrant; they are 
being mpiclly disper ed by the snnshine of a brightly dawning 
future. \V c have all'eady welcomed people from the orthern 
and Southern sections of our Union, who have made here perma
nent home , and we have received the Northerner in the same 
spirit of kindness with which we provided a home for the cxilccl 
Poles, in pottsylvania County, la ·t year. l\Iuch remains to be 
said of her mineral resources, of her growing and exteudin« 
manufactorics, all inviting alike the energy and capital of th~ 
world. Of the advantages she offers over the other t,tatcs of the 
Union, north, south, we t, &c., only a few additional remarks can 
?e made. The list of mineral trea urcs includes gold, copper, 
iron, lead, plumbago, coal, salt, gypsum (iu va t beds), porcelain, 
clay, fine granite, slate, marble, soapstone, linie, water-lime, um
ber, and tire-clay. The ore of' fanas as Gap Mine, Fauquier 
County, seventy miles from Alexandria, yields seventy per cent. 
of pure copper. But the greatest sources of' wealth in this tatc 
are_ her homelier minerals, coal and iron; they are foun<l. in tho 
entire extent of the Blue Rid" , Alleghanies, and in Piedmont. 
In Southwestern Virginia, in the county of Montgomery, coal and 
iron are found in such juxtaposition-and such is tho ca e alonrr 
the lme of the Jame Ri,·er and Kanawha Canal-as to make th~ 
manufacturing of iron excceclingly profitable. Here is a vast 
field for Northern and European cnterpri e and capital. In Ches
terfield and Goochlan<l are the most valuable coal mines exten<l-. ' mg over almost the entire counties, which have been for yeai·s 
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worked most successfully, and supply Richmond, Petersbmg, and 
the entire surrounding counties, and millions of bushels are ship
ped north every year. In \Vythe County, in Southwestern Vir
o-inia arc lead mines apparently inexhaustible, which, for the la. t 
two )'ears of' the war, alone, supplied the Confederate armies, 
yicldin" 150,000 pounds per month, as is stated by Col "\V. Leroy 
Hroun,~'l. clistino-uished ordnance officer of the Confederate service. 
The mines of '"'c!son County arc also very rich. 

The mineral sprino-s of this noble, tate are among the wonders 
of the world. Settlements all round th m are practicable, ancl 
would he quite remunerative, numbers of visitors from all parts 
of the "Gnited States congregating there _annually. Petroleum 
spring arc also found; but this branch of rndustry, as all o~hers 
in the ~tate, is yet imdeveloped. There are vast marl deposits
very valuable in the restoration of land-in the counties of King 
William, King & Queen, New Kent, Hanover, James City, &c. 
It is a fact that these deposits exi. t in many places in these coun
ties, within a few inches of the surface. 

As r<'o-ards the 1·eal advantao-os of Virginia over the other 
States of the Union, tliey have "'been stated i_mpartially in ~n 
address of the Colony of New Poland to then· . countrymen 111 
Europe dated August 25, 1867. In the re;,olut10ns a<lopted by 
these dolonists occurs the followino-: "The congeniality of its 
climate with our constitution; the a"' certain eel productivene s of 
its lands and it adaptation to a greater variety of crops than is 
the land' of the -orthwestern States and Territories; the hospi
tality of its people, and the con idcration that its local laws ?X
tencl the same political right and equal protection to the nat~ve 
and 11aturalizecl citizen, and to all religious creeds, in connection 
with the man's natural dispo ition to go there in searcl~ of th~ 
means of li\·ing and competency for his family, where th~1r acqm
sition is easier and more probabl<', were our only guide:1 m select
inrr Viro·inia as our adopted State. "\Ve assert now upon tho 
evidenct of our own personal <'Xperience, acquired since we set
tled here, that the denial of the exi ·tcncc of these advantages, 
and better chances of success in \-irginia, which can mak_c an 
agriculturist independent and contenteLl, mu t be attr~butcd e1thc_r 
to "r08S i<rnorance of the letter-writers, or to some 111 and mah
ciofis dcsi;;n." "That the quality of our cleared lan<l. it> inferior 
to the nc,~ly-clearccl land at tho orth west is admit t~d; ~nt i~s 
inferiority is on! y its exhaustion, caused by bad cult1 rnt1on; _it 
can, therefore, be improved at less labor and expense, an~ 111 

short<'r time than the clearin<Y of Northwe tern land rcqmres. 
As to om woodland soil it is ~ot inferior to the N orthwestem." 
"Herc in Viro-inia the ,~inters being shorter and milder, we have 

"' ' " "A d·1 · in the year four months' lono-cr working season. n 111 t 11s 
State the typhoid and typhus"' fevers attach to no section, and are 
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almost unknown, whil tin the nc,y ;,;-orthwestcm ia;cttlements they 
destroy prematurely thousands ot hvcs every year." "\Ve desire 
to inform ou1· countrymen iu Europe that in the selection of Vir
ginia for our adopted State, we were influenced only by the fore
going considerations of advantages." 

l:-,"T1mxAL hrPJW\"EJHEXTS.-lntcrnal communications in Viro-i
nia and facilities for seuding off produce to the great m:nket at h"'er 
very door~, are not inferior to those in the Atlantic States; supe
rior to all of the more recent "\Yestcrn t-:itatcs, aml not eq naled by 
any of the States south. From Yirginia the traveler may proceed 
to all parts of the Union by railro:uls; aud direct lin<:::; to the 
"\Vest to connect the harbor of Norfolk with Cincinuati are in 
contemplation and progre s of execution at this time. The rail
road, known as the Virginia Central, pcnctratino- the entire breadth 
of the State, is to be extended from Covino-ton, Va., thr0twh \Yest 
Virginia, thence to the mouths of the Big Sandy a1Hl ]Canawha 
rivers, on the Ohio, to the cities of Cincinnati, Louisville, &c., the 
w)iole _route to Cin<;innati being about six hundred and 1iincty 
miles m le11gth. 'Ilie establi ·hment of this great thoroughfare 
appears no longer to be a, matter of doubt and its importance to 
all Virginia can 11ot be ove1· c. timatecl. ' Another ro:-u1, to go 
through Kentucky (an extension of the Virginia and Tennessee 
Railroad) is in contemplation, to connect Norfolk with Cairo and 
Louis\'illc, Kentucky, and Hickman and Ka hville, Te1111essee. 
Of tl~e harbor of Norfolk, l\fr. ltobcrt ,v. Ilughc•s, the President 
of this proposed road, speak pointedly that "it possesses over all 
Northern Rea ports the ad rnntage of being 1iean'r by overland 
route to the centers of "\V es tern trade; aml over all Southern 
seaports the aclvanta~c of being nearer by the ocea11 route to all 
European ports." Lieutenant .i\Iamy, the greatest authority in 
such matter , i quoted by l\Ir. Ifo,...hes in rc,...ard to Norfolk 
as follows:.". ~s to natural advantage~ of positio~, depth of water: 
and access1b1hty by land and ea, Norfolk has no competitor 
among the seaport towns of tho Atlantic. Its climate is dcliaht
ful, and it is exactly of that happy middle temperature where 
the frost~ of the North bite not, and where the pestilence of the 
South walkcth not." 'l'herc were in Viro-inia in 18GO 1 771 
miles of railroad, constrnctetl at a co t of 8G4,9o'8 807. ) or'lias 
Virginia been behindhand in the conHtruction of ~anals aml rirnr 
improYcmcnts. The Chesapeake and Ohio the .Alexandria the 
James River and Kanawha, the Dismal ' wan;p and the Alben;arle 
and Chesapeake canals constitute a length of line of 38H miles. 
The Potomac is ml.\'igablc for the larO'etJt ships to Alexandifa oue 
hu1~ hcd miles from the C_he apeak~ Bay, which latter i1, daily 
whitened by hundreds of atl ; the Rappahannock to Frcderieks
burg for vessels of 140 tons; the York and its branches to 
Yorktown, and thence to its head, for the largest ships; the James 
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to Richmond for vessels of 1,200 tons, anJ the Appomattox to 
Petersburg for ves els of 100 tons. In many parts of the State 
are "turnpikes;" innnmcrabl_c smaller roads t~·a:erse evc1:y 
county, ancl if they arc not qmte as passable as smular roads 111 

Europe and the orthcrn State~, tl~crc arc none worse than some 
we may sec at the present <lay 111 France and Germany .. 

lNIIABITANTs.-Viro·inia i amono- the seven States winch were 
migra.ti ve in 1850, and luwc. since cl~ang:d to be rccci ving States; 
since the war, as already said, people, from both north and south 
of her, a.re immigrating. The population in 1860 was composed 
of 1 047 209 white, 58,042 free colored, 490,805 sla,·c~, and 112 

' ' . 'rh Indians toaethcr amountmg to 1,590,318. ere were a.mong 
the wh'ite population 35,058 foreigners, of which, 5,490 were 
Scotch and Enali h, 10,512 German, 10,501 Irish, 571 French, 
&c. Among the eities of ove1· 5,000 inhabitants in 1800 are:-

Richmond, with 37,910 inhabitants, iucluding 0,358 foreigners. 
Petersburg, '' 18,200 " " 741 " 
Norfolk, " 14,020 " " 1,971 " 
Alexandria, " 12,654 " " 1,246 " 
Lynch huri:r, " 6,853 " " 057 " 
Fredericksburg, " 5,023 " " 2;.i4 " 

Emigrants coming to Virginia will, !he!·et'ore, not be as isol~ted 
a in other Southern Statci, south of Vll'gmm, and representatives 
from nearly every nationality on the globe· may be found here." 

V mGINTA CROPS FOR 1866.-F'rom the Report of the Depart
ment of Agriculture:-

Alll(IUllt Of ~ V('til!.!~ .1 Numbc•r ncres Vnltll~ per Totnl bushe l or V1RGISJA. crops in JSGO, yict~~rt'-'' in each cwp. pound. I vnluation. 

---------------------
Indian corn .. bushels .. 24,3GD,908 20 l,218,4n5 S?.7? $17 790,033 

Wheat ..... " .. 4,331,364 G.7 GJG,472 2.," 12,344,387 

Rye ..... ... " .. G9 ,453 9 77,G0G l.0G 740,:lG0 

Oats ........ . " .. 10,245, 15G 20 512,258 45 4,610,320 

.Barley ...... " .. ····· ..... ....... ···· ······ . ... .. .......... 
Buckwheat . . " .. J G2,68G !G.o 9,860 85 13S,278 

Potatoes ..... " 1,592, 1 G6 83 J 9, 1 3 GG 1,050,830 

Tobacco .. ... pounds .. 114,480,5 16 718 159. 14-4 13.7 15,(;83,830 

Hay ......... tons .... 20~,698 1.3 15G, G91 14.27 2,908,807 

Total. ......... ..... .... . . ..... 2,800.009 ······ $55,266,845 

In 1867, Mr. PETF.RS was appointed by the Commissio11er of 

Agriculture to travel through the South, and distribute seeds 
to the destitute : we extract from Lis Report the following :-
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' "But a small part of the Cotton Belt is found in Vir"'inia. A 
few counties in the southeastern corner, south of tl~c ,Tames 
River, and along the North Carolina line, embrace all the available 
cotton lands in the State. * * * As compared with la~t year 
the breadth seeded is nearly douLle, but as compared with th~ 
year before tho war, it is not one-half: The want of means both 
for paying hands and supporting tho working force of the 1;lanta-

. tion in food and forage, has been the great draw Lack. 
"Tobacco is the great commercial staple of the State. * * The 

price of the product makes it profitable to culti\'ate. * * Its 
succes. ful cultivation is practically better understood than in 
any other State, except perhaps Kentucky, and there the Virginia 
method is more or less followed." 

TUE SIIENA;.'<DOAil VALLEY. 

The ~re~t Va]ley of Virginia i~ aLont ~20 D?iles long _by 
about 2o m_1l~s wide, and ~mbraces mno counties, with somrthrng 
over one mdl10n acres of unproved farms, besides farm woodland. 
In 18(]0, the aver~go cash value o_f these farms was i20.00 per 
acre. The population of the valley m 1860 was ] 30 3.~6 of which 
26,?96 were colored. The climate of the valley is s~lubrious and 
deltght~n(. The heats of sumn~er are. tempered by it elevation 
and pos1t10n among tho mountains, wlueh also shelter it from the 
intense cold of winter. 

The prod_uction of tho four great cereals-wheat, corn, rye, and 
oats-was m 1860 more than 48 bushels to each inhabitant or 
between six and seven millions of bushels. It is slated that' for 
years flour made from :vheat grown in this valley ha commanded 
m the mar~ets of Braz1\ 83.60 more per barrel than that from any 
other portion of the mted States. Barley, buckwheat Irish and 
sweet potatoes are raised in abundance. l\lany hor es cattle sheep 

d . . d cl ' ' ' an sw:me are raise , an much butter and cheese are made. Thero 
are 291 churches in the Valley, of denominations as follow, viz.:-

No. or Churches. 
METHODIST.......... . ... 108 
PRESBYTERIAN. • • • • • • • . . 35 
LUTHERAN.. . • . . • • . • • • . • 36 
BAPTIST (Tunker) . . . . . . . 1 7 
BAPTIST................ 32 
EPISCOPAL.............. 16 
GEmuN REFOR\IED. . . . . 11 
UNION................. 14 
FRIEND::;................ 9 
CATUOLIC............... 4 
BAPTIST (~Iennonitc) 5 

Accommodations. 
34,325 
13,705 
12,950 
10,650 
10,475 

6,025 
3,'700 
3,450 
3,425 
2,150 
2,150 

Vnlue. 
$139,580 

107,800 
84,050 
19,200 
36,125 
83,900 
20,400 
l 1,250 

6,700 
27,000 

4,400 
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It is claimed that there is no portion of the country with_ the 
same area and population, that bas yielded as much fro_m agncul
ture with tho same amount of labor, and where there 1s as much 
exei~ption from sickness of all kinds, as the Shenandoah Valley 
of Virgiuia. 

Mr. DonGE, of the .Agricultural Bureau, says of this 

Valley:-
For the variety and fertility of its soils, fine water-power, 

salubrious ancl dcli"'htful climate, beauty and gran~eur of s~eucry 
in phiin and on i:ountain, it ca~1 literally ~ncl with _scven:y o~ 
truth be said to be unsurpassed, 1f equaled, m tho Umted tatcs, 
or as~ farming region in which to make homes of comfort, opulence, 
and refinement. 

The following is from the Report of the Agricultural 

Department :-

PnEs E:-.'T VALUATION OF LANDS AS CO,[PARED WITil 1860.
Two-tliir<ls of tho counties report a. decrease in tho value of 
bud since 1800, ranging from ten ~o 1xty per cent., and av~rag
in"' thirty-five; the remainder, with two or throe except10_11s, 
m~ke the prescut price in cnrrcncy no grc=:i-tcr than the Y::tluat10n 
in 1800. An :.werago clecrca,:c for the entire State ;ru1:y be_ placed 
at twenty-scvc~ per cent. This makes the clcprcciat1011, m com· 
parison with the ~at? of th~ last cen u , aboi~t tho san~c ~l_ercent
agc as the apprcc1:1t10n_ winch '~'as reported m N ?w ~ or ½~~h_at 
is, property worth iiil00 m 1860, m_ now yah~ed 3:t $73 ~n Vu "'1~1a, 
and '128 in N cw York. Yet tlus reductH~n 1s morn :ipparnnt 
than real; at least it is not permanent, and 1s far less marked t_o
day than it was a year ago. V cry few sales were made at }He
vailing prices; yet such has been the dearth of money, and aln~ost 
every thing except bncl, that more frequent salcs-appa1 cnt 
sacrifices-would have been better for the people. Those who 
arc able to hold their land, and many who arc not, ref~1)10 to sell 
at less than former prices; still there arc thonsands of farms or 
uncnltiYatcd tracts of Janel that can now he bought for less than 
their intrinsic worth· and there arc opportunitie", at forced sales 
or under stress of i~mcdiatc want, to obtain Yaluablc prop_crty 
for a trifling con idcration. In a portion of Loudon, e~pe~1~lly 
the Potomac aml LotUlon valley, and Clarke Count_y, ac~Jom~ng, 
prices arc already higher, in _consequence of N orthcrn 1mm1gra~wn, 
than in 1860; and such will be tho. res nit thro1who~1~ tho tit,atc 
when farms arc snbdivided and occup1ccl by an enterpnsmg people. 

. Tho causes of depreciation assigned arc num_erous: fir:st of all 
is the want of labor which i universally not1cecl; tho lack of 
capital; tho large amount of land offered for sale to reduce the 
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izc of farms; State enactments forbidding a higher rate of interest 
than six per cent., tending to <1ri\'C capital to cities aml out of 
the State; the stay law; neglect of agriculture; and, finally, re
con truction not in aecor<lanec with the judgment 01· prej u<lices 
of reporters. In many i-ections, there is a prevalent disposition 
to sell all urplus area of farm above 100 to 200 acres . 

.Advance in price is noticc<l. in many conntie . In .Middlesex 
on the Happabannock, laml that could have been purcha ed tw~ 
years ago for ,'10, will now command ~·30. In Pulaski, in the 
southwe~t part of the tate, while the decline, as shown by the 
few sal s made, is sixty per cent., holders generally arc not dis
posed to Rell at le s than former rates. This is the fact to a 
great extent throughout the ~late, and it gives a wide ranrrc to 
prices, and makes an estimate of an average a very difficult un
dertaking. 'l'he prices arc made by the neces itics of the sellers. 

In 1860, a portion of the 'hen:mdoah Valley, a part of the 
eastern lope of the lHuc Ridrre, the Jame River rc"ion and omc 
other sections, were cultinrtecl, imnrovcd hi<>'hly vdlued au<1 
proR_rerous. Jefforson County avcr~~ed 52 per acre, by the 
official assessment, and prohabl_y ~ 80 by real valuation, while the 
averag" a scssed value of Olno farms was hut '26. Loudon 
with 220,266 acres improved, and 75,876 unimproved, was val~ 
ncd at '10,50 ,211. i\Iountainous ection , the upper portion of 
the valley of Virginia, the tide-water region, an<l the western 
slopes of the Alle"hanie~, w re lcs valuable rano-in" from '5 to 
$30, ~nd much higher wi_th val_nahlc improv~ments, ";ccording to 
lo~at10n and all th_e vanous circumstances which usually affect 
pnccs. Farms at $100 per acre, ancl even . 150, were often pur
chased, and the same priers will soon be reached when losses of 
popnlation and property have been repairc<l. 

PmcE OF U xnIPROVED LA. o.- uch has been the waste of 
war, that "unimproved" lands have encroached upon cultiva
ted areas until nearly all the t:itatc is "wild" Janel. The tracts 
in original forest, or thrown out of cultivation and covered 
witl_1 new forest growths, will be included in this branch of the 
subject. In ~atrick and other south:ve tern counties the price is 
9-uoted at ·1; m Carrnll, fifty cent ; m clson, twenty-five cents; 
m Botetourt, 1 to ~ 3; in Tazewell, $2.50; in Ilio-hland $2. 75; 

in Clar\e, :~ to '6; in Washingt0n, 2 to i'3; in B~ckingl;am, 2 
to 85; m Kmo- George, '-! to '10; in tafford, King William 
Norfolk, a~d CJi·aig, 5 ; in York and ::llicldlesex, $6; in Lancaster: 
$5 to •2~; rn Smyth, •10. to • 2?· This shows the range ofreports. 
In the tide-water counties, pnccs rano-e from 5 to d5 for wild 
lands, except on navigable water, whet~ the value depends on the 
amount of wood and timber, sometimes reaching 50. 

Land. at •'l per acre i11 Patrick, are reported "mountainous, 
heavily timbered, and highly productive." Coall::mds, four miles 
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from the railroacl, in Montgomery, can be bought from ~3 to 8.j 
per acre, and for 81 to $2, ten miles from the railroad. Mines of 
O'reat intrinsic value in several counties in this part of the t:itatc, 
~re unworkc<l aml unopened for want of capital, enterprise, and 
knowled"c of the bu inc ·s of mining. In ,V ythc, wiltl l:rn<ls arc 
"almost ~-alueless except in the neirrh borhood of iron work$," one 
of a clac;s of facts everywhere appearing in Virginia, which illu • 
tratc the creation of values in all of a group of prollncts by utiliz
inrr one of them. In Tazewell arc tract of thonsarnls of acres, 
so~c of them at lower prices than GoYernment lands. On 
these mountain slopes and in yalleys the pasturage is 11nsnr
passc<l. in the country, an\l much of it is excellent lan<l for tobac
co gr:tpcs, :rnd fruit. Among the mountain are abo rough and 
ro~1~y areas, of little valtrn, except for minerals, in which this 
county is peculiarly rich. The reporter Rays of its soil and timber 
growth: "The greatest source of wealth in this county ii, from 
bluc-gra,:s. Large portions arc used entirely for grazing purposes, 
as after the timber is dcadcnecl and clearc<l. of the undergrowth, 
the blue-grass springs up at once without Rowing or breaking the 
surface of the soil. It becomes better by use, and if not too 
closely pastured soon forms a od that nothing but the stoute, t 
team arnl most improved plow can break Formerly a. large 
quantity of sncrar wa manufactured from the sugar-maple. This 
from variou-.; ~'l.uscs has declined, the two principal rea. ons being 
the destruction of the trees, and the labor devoted to its manu
facture ha\·inrr to be performed in the early portion of the spring, 
that should h~ devoted to preparing for the , ummer crops. The 
surrar-maplc is fast disappearing. Formerly it predominated. It 
is the best indication of bluc-gra;.s, to which it is rapi<lly gi\·ing 
way, and i-; now only fonncl, to any extent, on steep mountain 
sides, or in groves specially reserved a~1d ~ailed 'sngar_orcl!ard, .' 
,V c have the usual variety of the oaks 111cl1gcnous to this ch mate. 
"\Vhitc aud blackwalnut, che ·tnut, buckeye, beech, &e., in their 
proper locationi-. Timber i only valuable for buil<ling and 
foncing purpo es, as there is no tranc;portation for sen<ling it to 
market." In King "\Villiam, on the Pamunkey and Matta.pony, 
arc la1Hls subject to overflow, obtainable at 85 per acre, "consist
ino- of both fore ts heavily timbered, and high woody flats, lia\·ing 
th~ most luxuriant vegetation, and fornishing the finest pastnrag-<' 
for cattle and hogs. As the gr<>ater portion of this laucl i-; alln
vial, rich, loamy soil, its capabilities would be very great if mack 
available by dikes and canals, which would be easily practicable." 

The wild lands of the Blue Ri<l.ge are exceedingly dcc;irable, 
from their climate, soil, and loC'ation, with reference to marketR. 
They C'an now he obtained for one-fourth to one-half the price of 
improYed farmR. The growth are oaks of several rnrietics, 

chestnut, hickory, dogwood, poplar, &c. 

• 
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A fair indication of the quality of the tide-water lands may be 
obtained from the following concerning King GC'orge County : 
"A large proportion is of good quality, covered with a goocl 
growth of oak, hickory, locust, cedar, pine, &c. ffi1ere under
laid with marl, as in the western ection, though hilly, it is fertile 
ea ily tilled, and produces finely natural and cultivateL1 grasse/ 
The same, to a less degree, may be said of the unimproved lands 
in other parts of the county. All are. usceptible of high improve
ment l,y the use of marl, lime, clover, plaster," &c. Of wild 
lands in Amelia, held at a nominal price, it is said: '' Their 
eapabilitie. for improvement are excellent, ancl at small co~t 
they might be made to produce corn, wheat, oats, and tobacco. 
To get them in the road to self:improvement, requires the capital 
to purcha e grass-seed, all(l 250 ponncls of guano to the acre, to 
start this vegetation, to make them self-sustaining, and improve 
the laud, by green manuring, to a high degree of produetiYeness." 
In Buckingham: "There are large bodies of wild or uncultivated 
lands, varying in price from two to five dollars per acre, accord
ing to their proximity to market facilities. These lands lie well 
and abo1111d in oak ancl pine timber, and are well watere<l by 
small streams. The soil is generally gray, soft, and lively, and, 
when cleared and brought into cultivation, is susceptible of the 
highest improvement, producing all the crops common to this 
latitude." 
. Trn::ER.-The wood and timber of Virginia. cover a large por

tion ot her area. l\Iuch of the eastern ancl central forests have 
been culled, and large areas of arable Janel have grown up in pine 
an<l other growths; yet there still remains, even on the naviO'able 
waters, which arc estimated to have a coast line of fifteen ln11fdrecl 
mile!'., a large_ amount of timb~r suitable for ship-building, cooper
age, am1 vanous mmrnfacturmg purpo:;;es. On the Blue Ri<1g-e, 
within a few miles of the Orange and Alexandria Railroad, are 
some forests of origina.l growth, which are nm·er utilized, but 
deadened, and left to decay, when the oil is wanted for the pur
pose of agriculture. They are too far from the roar] to pay for 
hauling; but for maimfacture upon the spot, into a thousand 
useful form. of domestIC or farm utensils, they wouhl prove a 
s~urce of '.veal th. In Midcllesex: "Th_c Dragon Swamp, which 
chv1de:;; this from Gloucester County, 1s a vast belt of cvpress 
timber, exten<ling nearly thirty miles, with an average wijth of 
one-half mile. Very little effort has been m::ule for the clevelop
ment of this Yast source of wealth. At the heacl of na,·igable 
water, no enterpri e offers a better invc tment, for capital." 

~lr:rnP.ALS.-lt is scarcely nece sary to refer to the mineral 
wealth of Virginia. To mention even the names of the counties, 
in connection with the several minerals discovered within their 
boundaries, would occupy the allotted space. The whole valley 
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of Virginia, for instance, is full of iron ; various ores of which are 
so common that they have been used for making walls instead 
of fencing-. From Botetourt, through Roanoke, Montgomery, 
Pulaski, 1Vythe, Smyth, Carroll, and 1Vashington, to the south
west corner of the State, iron, of fine quality, is found in great 
abundance. It has been practically and successfully tested, for 
many years, at a few points. Several furnaces are now in opera
tion in Wythe and other counties, and more are in contempla
tion. In Pulaski, is found " iron-ore in great abundance of the 
finest quality. There has been until recently, no effort to develop 
it. A company from Pennsylvania have purchased several tracts, 
and are now building hou es, with a view to commencing opera
tions in the spring. They have purcha ed very low, and I have 
understood the property, if located in Pennsylvania, would com
mand several millions." Since the war, a company from Connec
ticut has purchased property in Carroll, and have erected a 
smelting furnace, costing some $100,000, and will shortly com
mence working it. They have raised a large amount of ore, said 
to be very rich. 

The Dath furnace property, in the Shenandoah Valley, with 
several thonsand acres of woodlands in the vicinity, is offered, 
under compulsory circumstances, for a short time, at a price 
nearly nominal; and there are other iron-bearing tracts of, per
haps, equal cheapness. Bnt this condition of things is now rapidly 
disappearing, and prices arc advancing as the pressure of adverse 
circumstances is removed. 

Golcl is found in Stafford and other counties, and has been 
worked to ad vantage at various points. Copper is seen in the 
mountains of the Illne Ridge, and is abundant in the upper por
tion of the valley of Virginia, and is mentioned particularly in 
Louisa and myth. Coal i found in all the southwestern counties. 
In Pula ki, as is claimed, the coal beds underlie 100,000 acres. 
Lead has been clisco,ered in ,Vythe, Smyth, and other counties; 
zinc in the same counties; and plumbago in Smyth. Salt is 
abundant in Washington, Smyth, and other southwestern counties. 
Daryte is reported in Smyth ancl }Iontgomery. Gypsum, slate, 
marls, ochers, kaolin, pipe and fine clay, limestone, and serpen
tine, are very abundant in many sections. The minerals of Vir
ginia will soon be a source of wealth to indivitlual and tho 
nation. 

CROPS, &c.-There are few specialties in Virginia agriculture, 
except tobacco and wheat, and stock-growing in mountainous 
regions. The scarcity of money, and despondency, caused either 
by defeat in the late war, or from losses sustained in it, haYc 
operated to depre s enterprise. A correspondent expresses tho 
general feeling thus: "There is not energy enough among ou~· 
farmers or laboring classes to make a i;pecialty of any thing, ex-

2:J 
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cept to get bacon and corn-dodgers enough to drive starvation 
from their doors. Stock is about the only resource upon which 
we dcpcml for what little money we require. Farms arc large, 
averaging from 500 to 3,000 acres, and we hold on to them with a 
death-grip, as if our interest in heaven depended upon our broad 
acres, and will not cultivate it ourseh·es, nor allow others to do 
so." This is the case, to some extent; yet the evidence is abund
ant of a growing di. position to sell, to invite immigration, to 
welcome business men and farmers, and even to take hold with 
energy, and push new enterpri es to succe s. \Vheat, dry and 
heavy, yiel1ling superior :flou~·, may be considered a specialty in 
the Shenandoah Valley, aml m many of the central and ca tern 
counties. Corn, for cattle feeding, has been produced largely on 
the north branch of the Potomac, in the valley of Virginia, and it 
has been a prominent crop in ~ ~ orfolk, Gloucester, York, and 
Lancaster, on tide-water. Our correspondent on York River 
illustrates the capabilities of this coast-region as follow,;;: "One 
hundred and ten bushels of corn, forty of wheat, and sixty-four 
of oats, have been made to the acre. The oats were grown and 
harvested by myself, on light black land, never manurecl, and was 
the second crop of small grain, and the sixth of it. cultivation. 
The other two parcels of land, on which the corn and wheat 
grew, were heavily manured. The profit was large in each 
case." 

The time of sowinl? has a wide range; generally through Sep
tember, and a part of the whole of Oetober, and on the sea-coast 
to December first. In Pulaski County, the range is through Octo
ber and ovembcr; in Carroll, from August 15th to .r oYcmber 
1st. The commencement of sowing, in most of the counties, is 
during the latter half of eptember; and the close, upon an 
average, i from October 15th to 20th. The average for the 
date of commencing the harve t is J unc 21st, for the tidc-"ater 
region, and Jnne 25th for the whole State. The harvest, in most 
localities, i continued to July, but rarely extends beyond the 
first week, though sometimes continuing to July 10th, and, in 
some case., to July 15th. Late sowing is often practiced to suit 
the time of corn-ripening, the corn being cut, and the wheat har
rowed in. In ,v ythe, the first half of September is preferred for 
sowing, "as the wheat gets a better root, is not so liable to be 
winter-killed, or to rust the next year." In Clarke, "either the 
Lancaster or Mediterranean sown upon a dry soil, ancl drought 
prevailing, with warm weather, are liable to destruction by the 
tly; but if sown upon a damp soil, in moist weather, escapes the 
ravages of the fly." The modes of culture are various, and, like 
those of other parts of the country, generally careless and im
perfect. In most of the counties a very small portion is drilled. 
In a few " valley counties" the drill is considerably used. In 
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Craig it is common to torn over sod-land with a two-horse plow, 
then put in wheat with a hovel-plow, or harrow, and sometimes 
both; and, in corn laud, to sow while tlie com, is standiug. In 
Lancaster County, "many farmers cut off the corn, and sow upon 
the !-amc lancl, but the greater number, and the best farmers, sow 
upon fallow." In Greene it i put in w_ith the single and double
shovel plow, the harrow, or double-cultivator. 

Bluc-gra s, white clover, crab-gras,:, and reel-top, everywhere 
abound for the pasturage of cattle. The average length of the 
season for exclusive feeding, is nearly eight monthi;, and in mild 
seasons, in some localities, cattle obtain a subsistence without 
feeding throughout the year. Provision should be made, how
ever, a it will be by good farmers, for a 11artial supply for fonr 
month or more. Far less hay or other foedincr material is re
quired, during this period, than for the same 1~onths in more 
northern latitudes, The price of pastnragc varies greatly, rang
ing from ,·3 to 16 for the Reason, according to location and other 
circumstances. The average is less than a dollar per month. It 
is high in the neighborhood of,Vinchestcr, where lands are hicrh, 
and grazing i not the principal business; and low on the mo~n
tain slopes of the Blue H.idge and the Alleghanies. The winter 
grazing i often good where the summer gra s is not pa tnred till 
late in the fall. The following statement of the n1lue of Virginia 
for grazing is entirely rdiable: "The ad \'antagcs of the valley 
and mountain glades of Virginia for stock-rearing arc remarkable. 
The census proves that many ~ county, with ~large herd", has 
averaged less than a lrnnclred-we1ght ofliay to each heacl of cattle! 
\Vinter fcecling is required but for half the period necessary in 
.r cw Endancl and N cw York, and less food suffices durincr that 
time, by ~reason of the milclnes of the climate. Beef or nfntton 
can be produced at le than half the cost of northern-grown 
meat, and chersc made at a 10aving which would more than 
double northern profits. Already have cheese factories been 
started with flattering succe s. In a recent adclre. s before the 
Border Agricultural Society of Virginia and R orth Carolina, 
F. G. Ruffin says he has made, the present year, 180 per cent. 
profit on a Hoek of 200 sheep. Fortunes await enterprises in 
every branch of stock production." 

FRuITs.-Reports from every county, without exception, are 
extremely favorable as to capabilities for fruit of nearly all kinds 
known in the temperate zone. Apples, pears, peaches, plnms, apri
cots, and small fruits of all sorts, grow well in nearly all parts of 
the 8tate. The only general exception, a to profitable yieltl, is the 
plum, whieh is destroyed by the curculio, as elsewhere. In a few 
localities in the upper part of" the valley," frost is mentioned as 
an ~ccasional drawback in peach cultivation. Pears are generally 
of vigorous growth and productive habit. With few exceptions, 
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in localities near W a hington, Richmond, and Norfolk, fruit
growing has never been c11gagccl in as a business; an<l the fruit
trees upon farms, which have in many cases been numerous and 
in great variety, haYe rarely been cultivated or cared fo1·, and 
seldom has the fruit been marketed, except when dried or di till
ed. There is a general dispo ition now prevalent to utilize and 
extend the production, as one of the sure t and most speedy 
means of increasing the wealth and pro. perity of the State. A 
corre. pomlent in Ularke County says: "The soil of tbe valley 
of Yiro-inia, throughout its whole extent, is admirably adapted 
to the"' growth of the apple and pear, but more especially 
the apple; the tree grows large antl bears abundantly. The 
apple has not been cultiYated heretofore with a view to market, 
but I think will be hereafter. The truth is that apple-orchards 
have not been considered property. The peach is a ycry uncer
tain fruit, rarely producing remnnerative crops oftener than once 
in three or four years, the trees not liYing more than seven or 
eight year~. When the season is favorable, they grow abundant
ly. Improncl plums are largely cultivated, but scarcely ever 
produce a crop. herries are grown considerably, an<l arc a very 
certain crop. The strawberry, m~pberry, ana blackberry are 
produced in great abundance, the latter t,rn growing wild in eYery 
uncnltintted piece of o-ronnd. Grapes are only grown a o-:trden 
frnit, and not in regular vineyards; they are very certain to hear. 
The apple crop in this county was very large this year, an<l was 
sol<l for fifty cents per bushel, and sent to Baltimore." The 
average yield of a well-cultivated, foll-grown apple-tree, in Lou
don County, is placed at eight bushels. Large 9uantitie,s of 
apple-butter and apple-brandy arc reported from Crmg. In Scott, 
"peaches and apples have almost been the staple of the county." 
Botetourt "is capable of producing, and docs produce, vast 
quantities of fruit, in great perfection, and can be made, with 
proper culture, one of the finest fruit-growing counties on the 
continent." In Montgomery, the reporter says, arc lands at very 
low price, that would yield great profits in grape culture, or any 
variety of frnit production. There arc similar land . in almost 
every county in the State. Tl1c lopes of the Blue Ridge afford 
not only a suitable aspect, in a , •ery favorable climate, for devel
opment of rich grape juices, but soils admirably adapted, in 
geological composition, texture, and drainage facilitie , for vine
yards, especially with reference to the production of wine. 

We invite attention to the following communications and 

extracts from some of the many scores of letters we have 

recefred from Virginia, commencing with that of General 

I11rnooEN, Domestic State Agent of Immigration for Virginia. 

VIRGINIA. 357 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

RwuMOND, VIRGINIA, July 31, 1868. 

FREDERICK B. GODDARD, Esq., New York :-

DEAR Sm :-I am the regularly appointed Domestic State 
Agent of Immigration for Virginia. 1\lr. harp, the postmaster 
of this city, a brother-in-law of General Grant, has placed in my 
hands your letter to him of yesterJay's date. 

I will forward to your add1·ess with this letter some documents, 
prepared unde1· official sanction, that contain muc·h of the infor
mation you desire of a general nature, and that I need not repeat 
in this letter. I will, therefore, only reply to some of your in
quiries not sufficiently answered by these documents. 

1st. The price of farms in Virginia. They range from $5 
per acre up to $150. The high-priced lands being in the 
celebrated Shenandoah valley. The region of this State best 
suited to European Emigrants' wants, is the country lying 
on the south side of James River, extending from this city 
to the Atlantic coast, and thence westward along the northern 
boundary of North Carolina to the 'l'ennessee line. There 
is room in this part of the State for 100,000 immigrant fam
ilies. The lands are good, water excellent and abundant, tim
ber in great variety ancl abundance, rnilroad facilities ample, 
and the general healthfulness of the country equal to any 
part of this continent. The crops are of great variety, inclu
ding cotton (in some }JOrtions), tobacco, wheat, corn, rye, oats, 
barley, grasses, sweet and Irish potatoes, garden vegetables 
of all kinds, flax, hemp, beans, ancl peas. The fruits are apples, 
peaches, pears, plums, cherries, fig , apricots, nectarines, straw
berries, cranhernes, currants, goo eberries, and grapes of several 
of the best wine-producing varieties. * * * It is the opinion 
of intelligent Swiss and German , who, since the war, have 
traveled here, that at no distant day, this "Southside Virginia" 
will be tlie great grape-region of America. 

uts that are abundant are, the walnut, English and American, 
pecan, shell-bark hickory-mtt, hazel-nut, and filbert. Ielons 
of all kinds abound. The domestic animals all thrive and reach 
great perfection with but little care or attention. Wool grow
ing is particularly profitable. The hop grows wild along many 
of the streams, and when cultivated yields mo t abundant crops. 
The excessive cultivation of tobacco for nearly 200 years with 
negro laho1· in nearly all this region exhau ted a great deal of 
the original fertility of the soil under cultivation, bnt it is very 
easily and rapidly reclaimed, and more than half the entire 
country is still in original forest growth, and when cleared will 
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be found very productive. The lands arc generally held in 
laro-c tracts of from 500 to 5,000 acres. This fact is very favora
ble° to immio-ration, as the planters all desire to sell off their sur
plus lands, a~d thus large bodies in compact form can be obtained 
for the settlement of colonies of 100 families, or more, together. 
Farms can be purchased all through this section at from 5 to 
$20 per acre. The average would be under ·10, for lands partly 
cleared and part in woods, an l with some buildings and very 
fair fences. The present inhabitants do not wish to quit the 
country, and of course will retain their mansion-houses and 
principal buildings with that portion of land they expect to 
cultivate themselves. 

The de. ire is uniYer;;al for immio-ration. Nineteen-twentieths 
of the inhabitants are native Virginians, generally of Engli h 
or French extraction, or African. The latter arc mere laborer~, 
who own no land, and arc rapidly going to the town , an<l <lying 
off from <li. eases engendered by idle, vicious habit . Now here 
will n. more cordial welcome meet the immigrant. The farmers 
ancl plant.er in the several countie are formiug companies to 
offer lands at low prices to actual ·ettlers. They will wait four 
or fiYC years for a large part of the purchase-money, an<l help 
the new-comer to get started in the world by all the means in 
their power. In one of these countic -.Amelia-about 30 miles 
from this city, a Holland colony is about to settle. They h:we 
had three delegations to visit the county since la!st March, and 
arc so much pleased that they ha.Ye commenced purcha ing lauds 
preparatory to moving in Augu·t and September. I would 
advise all colonists to do as these Hollanders did, end two or 
three of their friends here in advance to examine the lands, see 
the people, and judge for them cl ves. There is a German ociety 
formed in this city to protect and ad vise their countrymen. I 
know the gentlemen connectc<l with it, ancl would advi e a 
correspondence with them, if a personal visit is impracticable. 

The class of immigrants mo t de:,;irerl are small farmers, who 
can purchase 50 or 100 acres of land and set up for themseh·es. 
The tlemand for mere laborers is not large, for the reason that a 
few old faithful negroes stick by their former masters, and work 
for about ~12 l er month and their fool and houses for their fam
ilies. Our farmer ancl planters will not turn these faithfnl 
people adrift in the world, n.nd as their fortunes suffered greatly 
b;v the war, they arc generally not prepared to employ many 
hired laborers-a few could get employment, and from 12 to ,'15 

per month wages and their boar<l. 
There :ire no free schools, but in every neighborhoo<l arc 

school and churches supported by voluntary action of the people. 
I have confined my remarks mainly to one portion of the State, 

because in other sections the population is more dense and land 
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too expensive for immigrants. There arc no public lands in Vir
crinia. In the mountain counties there are large bodies of land, in 
~ome instances over 100,000 acres in a tract owned by individuals, 
which can be purcha cd at from $1 to $5 per acre. 

The great mineral region of the State i in the mountain dis
tricts, and there arc magnificent openings there for capitalists 
who wi h to engage in mining, erection of furnaces, &c. 

I need not give you the price of agricultural products, in
asmuch as they do not yary far from the New York markets. 
There are large steamers plying regularly between this city and 
New York, and even garden vegetables are hipped there in large 
quantities and at yery low rates. \Ve are a.bout to establish a 
direct steam line between Norfolk, Virginia, and Liverpool, so 
that all the district of country I have described will be in easy 
communication with Europe. In view of all the facts I have 
stated I believe that at this time Vir~inia is the most inviting 
fielcl on this continent for the industrious immigrant either of 
large or small mean~. 

This too will alway be a white man's State. The white male 
population of voting age exceeds the negroes more than 40,000 
111 the State, and th.c majority will rapidly increa e as white 
population flows in, and the negroes move outhward, as is now 
their tendency. They will be harmless here. r o immio-rant 
neecl fear any trouble from them, and the whites will welcome 
all you can send with open arms. 

It will afford me pleasure at any time to furnish you any more 
specific information if desired. I am a native of the State, of 
German-Swiss ancestry. I know the whole tatc well. 

Very respectfully, 
J. D. DIBODEN. 

Mr. I!ENDERSON writes from Loudon County, which lies at 

the foot of the Blue Ridge Mountains, thirty or forty miles 

only from Vv ashington City, that lands vary in price from ten 

to one hundred dollars per acre, the latter well improved. 

Mr. BuwoRo, of Bedford County, writes:-

I do not hesitate to say that this is one of the most pictur
esque and beautiful portions of the world, is rolling and bounti
folly supplied with springs and streams, &c., * * * but we 
have no labor and no money. * * * A great deal of our land is 
being sold under decrees of the courts. * * * It sells very 
low, for we have no money here with which to purchase. The 
Virginia and Tennessee Railroad runs through the center of 
our county. \Ve are only about 22 hours' ride from New York 
City. 
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From Liberty, Bedford County, Mr. J . P. IluRLEY writes, 
under date of August 1, 1868 :-

* * The price of land in this State is nominnJ, ranging from 
$3 to $50 per acre; fine lands can be had at from 1 0 to 820 per 
acre. * * "\Ve have now no organized system of labor * * 
The colored population has become trifling and useless, and will 
not work. * * ature has done eYery thing for Virginia, art 
nothing. * * I am a Northern man, and can attest that well
ordered and well-di po eel citizens, from the North or anywhere 
else, are as safe here, or throughout the South, as at home. 

From Staunton, Va., July 31, 1868, Messrs. EcrroLLS & Co. 
write:-

That labor in the valley is scarce ; good farm hands, gardeners, 
carpenters, and good girls for housework would command the very 
best prices. "\Ve pay good laborers from $1 to 1.50 per clay, 
&c., &c. * * \Ve have any quantity of iron, and are only about 
J 00 miles from the great coal fields of Virginia. * * Schools are 
abundant and tuition low. * * A railroad is now building 
throughout the length of our valley. * * 

Mr. R. M. KENT writes us from Louisa Court-Ilouse :-

* * Some of our land is very fine, some poor, but susceptible of 
improvement; price ranges from $5 to $30 per acre. "\Ve have but 
little labor now except black; price '8 to ·12 per month, and not 
reliable. Northern men will be gladly received. * * 

Mr. G. "\V. READ writes us, under date of August 1, 1868, 
from Danville, as follows:-

* * l\Iost of the lands hereabouts very improvable; reel clay 
subsoil; well timbered and watered; prices from $2 to $10 per 
acre. l\lost of our agricultural products are still raised by the 
negroes. Before the war the cultivation of tobacco was more 
profitable than cotton, and nearly all its producers became rich. 
The tax and other causes have made it now less profitable. "}Ian
ufacturing" tobacco now sells here from $15 to $100 per 100 lbs. in 
the crucle leaf state. * * I consider the country between this 
place and the Blue Ridge the most eligible for immigrants in 
the United States. * * .Men from the North, who are entirely 
neutral, without deeitled political preferences, are treated socially 
as other citizens; and a decitled "radical," who is known to 
be a gentleman, meets with no asperity of treatment from any 
one. * '~ The South earnestly desires an increase of respect• 
able white population from e,·cry quarter of the globe. * * 
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From Prince Edwards County, under date August 1 1868, 

M.r. F. N. WATKINS writes :-

* * Within ~wenty- ~iles, circun:iference of Farmville may ~e 
found e,·ery vanety of soil from fertile to barren ... * * There is 
no fixed price for lands. * * Recently propos1t10ns were made 
to some of our planters by the agent of an English company to 
purcha~e 15,000 acres contiguous; a j~dieiary committee made a 
valuation, and fixed the average at $7 rn gold, 



WEST VIRGINIA. 

A FEW months after tbe ordinance of secession was adopted 
by the convention at Richmond, Virginia, in May, 1861, the 
people of the western portion of the State, dissenting from this 
measure, applied to Congress for the admission into the Union 
of a new State, to be called West Virginia, consistin(J' now of 
some fifty counties of old Virginia, with a total area 

0

of about 
24,000 square mile~. The bill was passed by Congress, and ap
pro,·ed by the President on the 31st of December 1 62. In the 
?onstitution of the new State a clause had been i~serted provid
mg for the gradual emancipation of all its slaves, which were 
mu_ch less nnmer~us, proportionately, than in Eastern Virginia. 
This clause contrnued in effect until the third day of Febru
ary: 1~65, when the State en ate passed a bill, by the decisive 
maJ~nty of seve_nt:e~ to ~ne, at once abolishing slavery, and 
makmg ·west V 1rgmrn a free State. According to the census 
returns of 1860, the total population of the counties comprised 
within the limits of the new State was 376,688, of whom 18,371 
were slaves. 

West Virginia is generally a rug(J'ed country full of diver-
.fl d b ' s1 e scenery, and pure and sparkling streams. Its hills are 

covered with the thriftiest growth of valuable timber such as 
the different ki~ds of oak, hickory, sugar-maple, bl;ck wal
nut, &c., for which the Great and Little Kanawha and other 
rivers, furnish easy transportation to the Ohio, and thus to all 
the markets of the West. Coal underlies almost the entire sur
face of the State; seams ten ortwelvefeet thick abound throuO'h• 
out the Cheat River region, the head-waters of the Potom~c 
and even to the sources of the Monongahela and its numerou~ 
tributaries, while it is said that the coal fields of the Great 

Kanawha valley are scarcely equaled in variety and extent 
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upon the continent. Cannel, splint, bituminous, and, in short, 
all varieties except anthracite, exist upon this rivet· :,ind its 
branches, the Elk and Coal rivers, in almost incredible quan
titie~. It would seem, in view of the ease with which they 
may be worked, their adm1rable position in ref"pect to accessi
bility, the facility with which their products may be carried 
to market, and the increasiug demand and remunerative prices 
which coal commands throughout the country, that no more 
reliable and speedy way of realizing a fortune may be found 
in any portion of the United States than in the development of 
these coal mines. If it be true, as has been stated. that the 
consumption of coal in the United States has doubled every 
si.--.: years since it came into general use, the time must soon 
come when "\Vest Virginia will pos ess, in its vast coal fields, an 
element of ,Yealth before which the richest mines of gold and 
sih·er ruust sink into comparative insignificance. Extensive 
purchases of We. t Virginia coal lands have been made since 
the war, by both Americau anJ. foreign capitalists, whose fore
sight anticipates their rapidly increasing value. 

Other minerals of this State arc iron, lead, antimony, cop
per, silver, nickel, borax, soda, petroleum, salt, lime, fire-clay, 
and slate. Iron is said to' be equally abundant with coal 
throughout the State, and the saline formation is very exten
sive, although the production of salt has been hitherto chiefly 
confined to Kanawha and Mason counties. The total manu
facture in the latter county, in 1863, w3:5 nearly 500,000 

bushels. 
In the -production of petroleum, West Virginia is second 

only to Pennsylvania. This comparatively new article has 
become of vast economical and commercial importance. It 
makes the best and cheapest light of any illuminator yet dis
covered, and is found to be adapted to a surprising variety of 
uses, which science is rapidly multiplying. Its most vola
tile portion, naphtha or benzine, is used as a substitute for spir
it of turpentine in paints and varnish. The heavier oil is 
used extensively as a lubricator for machinery, and a substi
tute for whale oil in currying leather. It makes excellent 
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in·inting ink of all colors, many kinds of soap, and is variou ly 

used as a medicine. It is also proposed to use it as a fuel for 

sea-going steamers, for which purpose it is claimed to be safer 

and cheaper than coal, and requiring but abont one-third its 

bulk, an<l fewer men to manage it. From its residuum may 

be made some of the most beautiful colors in the world, pitch 

for calking ships, a substitute for sealing-wax, &c., &c. 

Flowing wells were first discovered in 1859, and during the 

following year about 600,000 barrels of crude oil were pro

duced in the United States, which increa ed to more than 

2,000,000 barrels in 1 6-!. The total value of all pretroleum 

products during that year have been popularly estimated at 

$56,000,000. The daily production of West Virginia, at the 

clo e of 1 G4, was about 1.000 barrels. 
There are few Americans lmt will remember the intense 

"oil excitement" which pervaded the whole land at this time. 

" Oil territory" was sold at almost fabulous prices, and uc

cessful operators rapidly realized immen e fortunes. The 

business of producing oil has now outgrown the feverish 

speculation which formerly surrounded it, but is still one of 

the most profitable branches of indu try in the United States. 

,vest Virginia has a large area of productive oil land, and 

a still more extensive region, with sufficient surface indi

cations to warrant exploration, but yet undeveloped as '' oil 

territory." 
Mr. J. R. DoooE, of the United States Department of Agri

culture, is the author of a recent work upon ,vest Virginia, 

which is highly interesting to the general reader, as well as 

almost invaluable to the emigrant who intends to settle in this 

attractive young State. Mr. DooGE says that the farm lands 

em brace four-fifth of the entire area of the State, and that, "in 

view of their centrnl location, access to eastern markets, and 

connection with all parts of the Mississippi valley, hy river 

navigation, munificence of forest and field, and greater wealth 

of mineral beneath," the lands of 'lv est Virginia are cheaper 

than any lands of similar position and value in the country. 

Ile further says:-

WEST VIRGINIA. 365 

The mountain regions of West Virginia, in the imagination
1 of stran"ers conversant with the rocks and crags a11J genera 

harrenne~s so often associated with mountains, may seem un
worthy of the attention even of farmers. It is?- fallacious idea. In 
many ·localities, in which a_fi?lJ oflevel )and is_ unkn?wn, and al~ 
is abrnpt and almost prcc1p1tous, there 1s no sign ot a gully, 01 
evidence of washinrr visible, or a swamp, or pool of stagnant 

0 
f h " · I " "d 'l' h b J," water even the bottom o t e s111 c, or cv1 s punc - ow s, 

whicl{ arc hopper-like <l pressions, sometimes fifty to n. huntl~·ed 
feet in depth. :::\uch a region is that of Monroe. ancl Greeubner, 
green with luxuriant herbage or _umbrarreous with heavy fo~-e~t, 
with a natural drainage scarcely 1mprova?le by art, and_ exh1h~t
ing in a powerful light the great value ot thorough dr~mage,_ 111 

promotion _of hc:i,lth of ~1an and bea t, and enhancement m quality 
and quantity of natures proc!ucts. . . 

The absence of unproductive or waste areas !s no~1ccd ~y the 
most casual traveler through this region; _ancl 111 tins pa,iyc_ul_ar 
there i~ little difference in the several sect10ns o_f \Vest \ 1rg1111a. 
Steep hillside~, abruptly falling from a ~idcly height, :we smooth 
as a lawn, and :is green. Rocks may d1~·crs1fy the landscape, as 
a rare exception, but, as an alma t um~·e1· al rule, tl~ey re!JO!'-C 
1m cen beneath the surface, aml never d1sfi~m·c the view, 01 do 
yiolence to the economy of nature, or arouse the spleen of the 
plowman. 

After speaking of the unsurpassed salubrity of 'r'! est Vir

ginia, and of it· climate, which is "neither suggestive of hy

pcrborean blasts in winter nor a torrid temperature in summer," 

po se sing "neither the saturated and le~ky c~nop~ that O\'er

hanrrs old England, nor the rainle s sky of a Cahforma summer, 

hut ba pleasant medium, giving a coveri~g of s~ow in_ winter 

just sufficient to protect the grass and gram, a ram-fall m seed

time ample for the proper preparation of the soil, and a di_min

ished supply in gentle showers during the later growth and npen

ing of vegetation," .Mr. Doom; thus speaks of the scenery:-

The scenery of ,Vest Virginia is wortl~y of a volume, ratl_1cr tha!1 
the frarrmcnt of a chapter. Under the 111flucnce of o ge1:1al a <:11-
matc tlfat semi-tropical forms of ycgctation are ~lmo't nat1~•c ~~ 1_ts 
soil, its flora may safe I y be presumed to equal, 1_f not to sm p-~~s, m 
rnricty and magnifi?cnce, the _w~alth of natn~·e !n a~! othc1 ,_t_ate 
or Continent. In its fauna 1t 1s equally d1stm"'U1,;hctl. Buds, 
beautiful in plumage and sweet in ,song, give li[e _an_d _grace -~n~ 
chheerfulnes to field and forc~t. fhe surface 1s m~rnte van~)• 
Rills meet in rivulets, and rivulets swiftly swell into n vers, wluch 
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lc~p their 1~1ountain barriers :ind quietly subsiJe into the p1acil1iLy 
of l he pla111~ below. ?!fountain» ri-;c li kc li ttlc Alps on , \Ip~·. 
glades, those meadows of the mountain frc~hcn the summc1'. 
atmo~ph~re with dcliciou coolne~s; cuiti\'atcd slppcs, as in 
Greenbner and other of the older counties, move the imagination 
as by a wan<~ of er~chantment; cleep, winding, fertile Yallcys lie 
at the foot o{ ~e_et111_1g bluffs, fol~ of th? fotnei;s of fertility. Ev
l'rywhcrc the nswn 1~ ~reetcd with Yancty and beauty. N aturc 
has not onlr been partial, bnt prodigal; yet the hand of man 1s 
needed to tltrect anJ. to use this beneficence of benefaction. 

The same author says :-

The people of ,vest Virginia arc departing- from the wisdom 
of the fathers of the early day , when Sir ,villiam Berkeley the 
proprietor of a large tract in Shenandoah Valley, eighty ·):ear.,; 
ago, wrote of the new country as follows: "I thank God there 
arc no free f'Chools, nor printing, and I hope we F-hall not h:wc 
these hundred ye~r , for leaming ha;, brought di~obedicncc a111l 
heres_y and s~cts mto the world, and printing has divulged them 
and hb~ls agauu,t the best government. Goel keep us from both .. , 
13ut this dcpartme leads i11 the direction of a superior wis<lom, 
ancl a school sy;;;tem has been adopted since the organization of 
the State, modelccl upon the best State ,;y;;;tcms in the eonntry 
the results of which 11·ill soon be manifested in general educ;: 
tional improvement. 

. chool,, of_a higher grade arc beginning to be organizecl-acad
em1e_s and !ugh i::cho~],., and seminaries for young lallies-ao<l 
th_e impetus alr~ady gl\·en to popnlar progrc;,s in mental culture 
will soon occas10n a further <lemand for superior educational 
faci Ii tics. 

T~1ere is awakenec~ throughout the State ?' spirit of liYely inter
c,:t _m t_he ~onstruct10n of_ roads anil the 1mpr0Yemcnt of river 
navigation, m new Pnterpnses that develop it· varied rcsonrecR 
in ~IL m~asures c1-scntial to i~s security, and the happinei: ancl 
thrrft of its people, ancl to theu· mental and moral adYanccment. 

From the March Report of the Department of Agricul
ture:-

Unlike Yirginia, and the other States in the South in which 
the in voluntary labor system existed 'IV est Vir<Tinia sho,vs an 
. • , 0 

mcrease 111 the value of lands since 1860 amountin" to an avera"e 
o'. 32 per cent. There is some difference in this ~ppreciation 

1

in 
different parts of the State, the Pan Handle anrl Ohio River coun
ties being generally above the :weragc. Hancock, Tyler, W cb
ster, and "Ir ood, arc placed at 50 per cent. Nicholas Grant 
Cabell, ancl :'.\lineral, are the only counties returned at r~tes Jes; 
than those of 1860. During the oil excitement in \V ood and 
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adjacent cou~tief', prices o'. farm lands were at lea~t _100 per ce1_1t. 
l!io·her than m 1860. \Vhtlc the actual product ot 011 has been 111-

cr~ased siucc 1865, wild speculation has subsided, arnl lan<ls in this 
vicinity except those known to be oil-bearing, now :1\"crage about 
5 per c;nt. increase over prices of the period fir,-t mentioned. 

LAND.-ln the Pan Handle counties wild lancl is unknown. 
All is inclnclccl in farms, ancl timber reservations arc generally 
occupied as sheep pa~tnrcs, the underbrush being kept clear. 
These "wood pastures" arc often quite valuable adjuncts to the 
arable portion of the farm . The uuimprovc~ land, or_ wo~dl:1;ucl, 
of Harrison is held at $20 per acre. 'Ihe soil, abound111g 111 lune 
ancl clay," ;vill produce any thing." The location of th_is county 
is central with a railroad passin<T through it. Ummprovcd 

' 

0 
'Th tracts in \Vood County arc placed at 86 per acre. e asseF-s-

ment of 1860 made the average over $9. In :Marshall, on the 
Ohio, below \Vheeling, unimproved lands are worth from 6 t? 
'25 per acre· the crrowth is various and valuable, an<l tl1c s01l 

productive. Iron o~e and coal also aboull(l here. The average 
price of unimproved lands in Kana\,~h:i, is 85 per acre. . T)rn s_ur
face is generally uneven, often dccltv1tous, b~1t the sorl 1s r!eh 
and imitable for all farm products, and particularly for fnnts. 
In Jl,fason, hill lands arc worth from, 8 to 810 per acre; soil, ~lay, 
sli<Thtly iruprc<Tnatcd with lime, productive in grassc;;, cR1wmally 
bl~e-<Trass wlfich sprin<TS up spontaneously when the lanrl iB 
clear~Ll. in Jefferson, the quantity of unimproved hnd in 1 SCIO 
was 24 38-! acres, and it may now be put down in round numbers 
at 20,000, worth $6 per acre. It consi"\~ principally_ of land 
lying along the western slope of tl~e B~uc I ~11lge mount3:111s, valu
able for its timber, much of whrch is chestnut. Ummprovcd 
lands in Tyler arn valnc<l at $6 per acre, i_n B_n,rb~~u $2 to $~; 
in Randolph 83, adapted to grass and gram; 111 N 1cholas $2, m 
Cabell $2 imitable for "l'!lzi1w and fruit-growing-; in Grant Bl, 
good for ~hecp pasture and ti~1bcr; in \Vebster 75 cents, ancl in 
W yomin" 50 ct-nts, ya\uahle for grape culture and wool-growmg. 

l\11x1m~Ls.-The minerals of \Yest Virginia are too well known 
for particular comment. T early all of the counties in the Statr 
contain coal iron, and other minerals; coal, in Ycins i-nitablc for 
workincr is found in <Trcatcst abundance alon 0" the banks of the 

"'' y Upper Ohio in the hills alon" the course of the l\1onongahcla and 
it branche;, in the central c~untics of the State, in the Pieclmont 
region cast of the summit, in the Kanawha Yalley, and in all !Im 
counties south of that ri vcr. The coal lands of Guyanclotte, bcrng 
bituminous, canncl, and splint varietie!s, cover nine-tenths of the 
Guyandottc valley, in horizontal strata in the hills, from three 
to eleven feet thick, aggregating in some hill., twenty-five_ or 
thirty feet. Coal mining in Kanawha is represented as pay_mg
well. The inducements for employing capital under practical 
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supervision is claimed to be very flattering, while complaint is 
made of the visionary character of recent coal and oil operations. 
Of Brooke, our correspondent says:-

" The most valuable mineral, however, is bituminous coal, ac
cessible by level adits over the greater part of the county. The 
stratum is four to five feet thick. In the hills fronting on the 
Ohio Hiver it is about 200 feet above the ri,·er level, and the 
coal is let down by railways to boats for shipment. Off from the 
river it is mined merely for home consumption. As soon as rail
ways are m::ule up the valleys, an immen ·e supply can be obtain
ed. About 300 feet beneath the ri vcr level, there is another 
stratum, some six or seven feet in thickness, of superior coal, 
which has been mined by shafts or galleries at Steubenville, and 
at Ru t Run, on the opposite side of the river. A company was 
formed a short time ago to mine this coal at W ellsbmg, our 
county scat, but they have as yet failed to commence. Th!scoal 
is almost wholly free from sulphur, and on that account adnurably 
titted for working iron." 

Iron ore of ,·arious descriptions, and of superior quality, abounds 
in many of the counties. It is worked in a few localities on the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, but development of the iron of 
the State can scarcely be said to have commenced. Other 
mineral are reported in every section of the State. Some of the 
best tim bcr of the country is to be found here, of all the different 
kinds of oah, black walnut, hickory, poplar, cherry, &c. A con
siclerable trade in timber is already in progress in the river 
counties, and boat-building is engaged in to some extent. The 
soil is generally productive, yielding well all farm products. 

CRors.-Few specialties in agricultural prorluction are noted; 
the cereals are everywhere cultivated upon farms, and do well. 
The soil is generally well suited to wheat :rnd corn ; the itTeO'u
larity of surface is the principal drawback to tillage. Forty 
bushels of wheat to the acre, with good culture, have been obtain
ed in \V cbstcr. In the interior counties, the principal market 
products are wool, sheep, and cattle. In Hancock, BrooJ-e, and 
Ohio, where nearly as many sheep as culti,·atccl acres are found, 
hay is worth 816 to $20 per ton, and is a principal crop, yielding, 
in many cases, three tons per acre. Fruit is a Rpccialty on the 
Ohio River, to some extent; and tobacco is made a prominent 
crop on some farm . The following statistics of Ohio County 
will girn an excellent idea of the capabilities of \Vest Virginia 
soils, and of the ameliorating effect of sheep husbandry:-

" Ohio County has 37,487 acres of improved land; on this there 
are 40,050 sheep, 3,244 hogs, 1,441 hor es, 1,408 cow,:, 246 oxen, 
1,380 other cattle. The production was 20,048 bushels of wheat, 
5,639 of rye, 138,430 of corn, 82,101 of oats, 22,072 of barley, 
4,372 of bi1ckwheat, 21,440 of Irish potatoes, 823 of sweet pota-
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toes, 128,448 pounds of butter, 102,032 pounds of wool, 6,479 tons 
of hay, be~ides $54,420 of other vroducts, excludin()' grapes and 
wines, which may perhaps reach $100,000 more."' On 110 490 
acres of land in Ohio, Brooke, and Hancock, there are 102:072 
sheep, nearly a sheep to each acre." 

The period of sowing is generally illcluded in the latter half of 
September. In Mineral and Handolph, northern mountain counties 
September l st is the beginning of the planting season, and in th; 
central and southern counties, the season is often prolonged to 
October 15, and sometimes to the 20th. The harvesting is com
menced in the Kanawha valley, June 20; in the central and 
northern countic , from June 25 to July 1. 

The pasture grasses of \Vest Virginia are blue-grass, reel-top, 
white clover, and crab-grass. The length of the season for ex
clusive feeding in pastures is seven months; in a few mountain 
counties it is returned as six months; in a few others, eight or 
nine months; at the same time it is true that cattle are wintered 
in pastures or forests with very little extra feed, and sheep often 
with none at all. On the 1st of April, sheep may be seen in ex
cellent condition, which have received little if any attention or 
fodder durin~ the winter. The price of pasturage yarics; increas
ing in accessible and improving localities. 

FRUITS.- T early all kinds of fruit do well. It is essentially a 
fruit-growing State. Apple-growing for the New Orleans market 
has long been a :-pceialty of the river counties. Vineyards in the 
vicinity of the Ohio have proved exceedingly productive, and far 
more reliable than in the vicinity of Cincinnati. On tlw Yanawha, 
the soil, elevation, and climate, seem peculiarly adapted to grape
growing, aml the hills of the southern part of the State arc already 
songht for vine-culture by Europeans, who contemplate colonizing 
this region with vine-dressers from Europe. In the i11terior, in 
absence of transportation facilities, much fruit is dried for the 
market. In Braxton, the central county, tile price obtained for 
dried peaches, is $2 per bushel-if pared, $3; apples, 75 cents
if pared, $1 per bushel. Apples and pears are claimed to be best 
adapted to the soil and climate of Hancock County, the crops 
yielding a greater revenue than any thing el. e raised from the 
grouucl. The Kanawha correspondent says:-

" A neighbor told me yesterday he had an apple-tree which fre
quently produced 4-0 bushels, but only every econd year. Peaches 
will yielu from four to eight bushels, but can not be relied upon 
every year, as much as one year in three will miss." 

The bell-flo,vcr, golden russet, J\lilam, and Rambo apples, are 
general favorites, well suited to the river region, very productive 
and reliable. Peaches in Mineral County, are reported at 50 
cents per bushel. Of all frnits in \Vood County, apples are the 
most certain and most profitable, and approach nearer to a staple; 

24 . 
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a good orchard of five or ix acres sometimes yielding as much 
money as the remainder of a good farm. In Tyler, 250 apple
trees averaged 4-it barrels, or 1,200 barrel , ·worth $2,500. In Jef
ferson, an :werage of 200 gallons of wine can be made from an 
acre of grapes, with motlerate cultivation, and with a profit of 
90 cents per gallon, equal to 8180 per acre. There are some 
drawbacks, of course, as elsewhere.'. Early frosts occasionally 
change prospects of peaches and other fruits. It is noticeable 
that no correspond nt complains of depredations of insects, with 
the single exception of the curculio upon JJlums in Harrison. 
Apples in this county will average a net profit of $GOO per acre. 

CORRESPOXDENCE. 

OFFICE OF THE CO"I.DIISSIONER OF hlllrIGRATION1 t 
PARKERSBURG, ,v. VA., Auoust 5, 18G8. f 

DEAR Srn: * * * * There is an abundant supply of labor 
here for present wants. We tand mo t in nectl of capital to es
tablish saw-mills, and factories of various kinds, and that class of 
farmers who with a moderate capital possess a home-force where
with to clear our forests and increase the production of the tate. 
"\Vool-growers and graziers from the Jorth will find here numer
ous opportunities to bny improved farms, and a climate and soil 
much more favorable to their business than in their v1·esent loca-
tion.. Very respectfnlly 

J. K. DISS DEBAR, Commissioner. 
FRED. D. Gonn,um, Esq., N cw York. 

CuARLESTON, KANAWHA CouxTY, W. VA., t 
August 18, 1868. f 

F. B. GODDARD, Esq.:-
Sm: Your circubr is received, and there is so much that might 

be said about "\V c:,t, Yirginia, 01· even this portion of it-incluLling 
the valley of the K:ma\\"ha a11cl its tributaries-I hardly know 
how to begi1L I am not an old re ident here, but it seems to me 
this is by capitalists overlooked, not to their advantage, and the 
same by emigrants who wish to settle in a timbered country. But 
the que;:;tions you propound:-

1st. The character of the land of the Yalley is much the same 
as that of the Ohio valley, loam and sandy loam, and sells high
from 840 to $100 per acre, that is, improved land-and all the 
valley is improved. In mountain and smaller valleys the land, 
may be, is not so thick, and but little, comparatively, improved, 
and sells from~l.50to BIO or ~-12 per acre. This land is well atlapted 
to the raising of stock and sheep. There is now much attention 
paid, on the waters of Elk River, in this and Clay County, to the 
raising of tobacco, and so far, with fine success. Last year tobacco 
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from this neirrhborhood took premiums at the fair in Cincinnati. 
There are no~v many thousands of acres of land on the waters of 
the Elk which could be bought for from Bl.50 to :i;4 per acre. 
There i:; already quite a settlement of Germans in that portion of 
the State, and I am told there is to be quite an addition this fall. 
The land i heavily timbered with oak and poplar. The country 
ia hilly, ancl in many of the hills are fine veins of coal.. It is gen
erally well watered .. 

2d. Labor is in demand. Good farm hands would demand from 
$12 to 818 p r month, and now white hands would be preferred. 
:Mechanic~, e~pecially carpenters, are now in good demand at this 
place. Female servants arc, and will be, I am afraid, scarce. 

3d. For thi latitude, om· climate is fine. Our winters are not 
cold lmt usually rather wet. The summers are warm-this one 
has bcrn hot-but in the mountains the night are al ways cool.. As 
for health, there are none superior to this. Being an l\I. D., I speak 
from carc,fnl personal observation. The one fear of ague, which 
troubles the "\Yest so much, would not annoy the emigrant here. 

4th. "\Ye have minerals to any amount. The salt i: developed, 
antl brings to us a large revenue. Iron ore a?ounds in l .. ar~e 
quantitieil, but has not been developed. Coal fills every lnll m 
the la111l, both canncl and bituminous, and is extensively worked 
-both kind . Timber is compoRC'd of oak (black and white), 
poplar, hickory, chestnut, walnut (black), and a little pine. 

5th. Corn is the Rtaple, which, until this year, for some time 
hn foiled, but farmers feel encouraged again. Oats are a good 
crop, and tobacco is among the staples. Corn, 80 cents to , I; 
oati-, 30 to GO cents; wheat, )c;l. 70 to $1.00. 

Gth. Cincinnati, about 300 miles by river, is our chief market .. 
Steamboat lines furnish transportation, though what is raised in 
the country always find a ready market in this town. 

'7th. In olden times-before the war, I mean-school advantages 
were ba(l, but the State of.We t Virginia has adopte~ the school ~ys
tcm of Ohio and the Eastern States, and now, by bemg a new thmg, 
work a little roughly, lrnt thi will impro,·e. I would co~sider 
the school ad,·antage good. As for church advantages m the 
country, they are not much, but the school-houses are U!-cd as 
churches, and home mi. sionaries antl circuit preachers generally 
give everybody an opportunity of going to church if they chooRe. 

8th. The people here are generally natives, with some Ger
mans, though few of any other 11ation-unl .. ess it be African .. 
There is no Government land for prc-cmpt10n. About water
power, I don't believe there is a place in America that would fur
nish better, e pecially about the falls of the Kanawha, ancl there 
is an abundance of it .. 

Fruit does well here; grapes did a few years ago, but from 
some reason, recently have failed, though now those trailed np 
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about a house never fail, and produce well, and I see no reason 
why they would not in the vineyard; and I am not alone in 
thinking they would, if we knew how to cultivate them. They 
are generally cultivated by Germans-and they foro-et that this 
is not Germany. N orthcrn men are tolerably "~ell received, 
though there is some little prejudice existing against them
thongh none against men of position and influence. I am a North
ern man, came here with the army, and am succeeding as well as 
any man in my profession, but they did not give me auy office. 
A man not a wild fanatic would not find any difficulty. 

"Te have a hope, and one, I think, not without foundation, of 
the com pl et.ion of the Chesapeake and Ohio Railroad. 'Ne hope 
work will be commenced generally, soon. It is now progressino
slowly; and in case it i · completed, it would add to preser~ 
inducements, and would not be surpassed uy any other State. 
The State is not developed, and a railroad would bring ns out 
into the world, and people out of the State would sec the vast 
mineral wealth of the State. Even now, iron-masters have become 
interested, and I think will invest, and develop the land. The 
coal is applicable to the manufacture of iron-it has been tried, 
and not found wanting. Any thing further needed I will furnish 
if asked for. Yours, &c., 

L. L. CO)ISTOCK. 

CLARKSBURG, WEST Vmcrnu, August 10, 1868. 

DEAR Srn :-This approaches somewhat the geographical center 
of the State and is within what we call the'' )Iononp:ahela Valley,'' 
embracing a country about 100 miles long and 50 broad, and is 
regarded as the best grazinp: country that can be found any
where. It is well watered, aud aboull(ls in the finest timber and 
coal (bituminous). It is not mountainous, but is what we call 
hilly, and rniture has so arranged it, that each farmer may ha\·e 
his owu coal minr. The stJ"((twn of coal aYerages about 8 feet in 
thickness, lying horizontal, with a slight inelination to the west, 
lying about half way np from the foot of the hills. Limestone 
abounc1R in many portions, but not universal but the i,oil in gen• 
eral is highly impregnated with lime almost to any depth, and on 
that account, if vrop<>rly favored, is inexhaustible, ·without tho 
aid of any fertilizer. The soil and climate is well adapted to 
raising wheat, rye, Indi:.m corn, oats, every variety of grass for 
meadow or grazing, blue-grass being indigenous. The timothy 
meadows might be made l'qnal to any in the world. Potatoes 
and all the root crops are excellent,, and it is snited to almost all 
fruits that abouncl in temperate latitudes; apples particularly 
fine. 
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Timber consists of almost every variety of oak poplar ash 
beech, sugar, hickory, walnut, cherry maple sycam~re. ' ' 

The B~ltimo~·e and Ohio, a~d W~st Virginia railroads l)ass 
through 1t, wluch together with the rivers afford convement 
means of sending to market the surplus produce of the country 
timber and minerals. ' 

Good farming lands in the woods range from $2 to $10 per 
a.ere-improved lands from $10 to 860 per acre. 

Planks about $10 per thousand and other timber at the same 
proportionate rates, large quantities of which are sent off to the 
East on the railroad. Wheat about 81 per bushel; corn 50 cents; 
oa~s 25 cts.; P?tatoes 33 cts.; labor ~bout $10 per month. These 
pnces _haYe r<'fere?ce to 1861, and prior thereto. Since then they 
h:we 1~creased from 50 to 100 per cent. Field haucls and 
mecha111cs are the labor most needed. Climate is mild and 
hcalth_ful, requiring but_ little stabling of animals, the stronger 
ones ln-e mostly by grazmg out during the winter, but no doubt 
many of them would be benefited by bcino- better cared for. 

This point is 84 miles from Parkersb~rn- on the Ohio River 
and 380 miles from Baltimore. 

0 
' 

Timber and other products are floated down the .Monongahela 
to Pittsburg, where they find a ready and good market. 

There is a well-regulated free school system throuo-hout the 
St~~e, with t:~o com_fo_rtable scho_ol-h?uses in each town~hip. 

lhe pre_Ya1hn~ 1:ehg10u_s denommat10ns are l\Iethodists, Baptists, 
Presbytenans, Episcopalians, and Catholics all of whom are toler
ably well suppl!ed with churches. A very'la~ge majority of the 
people are native born, but there are a considerable number of 
Irish and Germans, mostly Catholics. 

Out of this valley, east, west, and south lands very much of the 
same quality may be had much lower. ' 

Yours truly, 
GIDEON D. CAMDEN. 

F. B. GODDARD, Esq., New York. 
P. S .. The coal is said to be, for gas purposes, equal to any in 

the Umted States, about 300 tons of which are daily sent off on 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad from this point and find a market 
in Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York. ' 

GRAFTON, WEST VmGINIA, August 10, 1868. 

F. B. GODDARD, Esq. :-
Dun Sm :-This country is healthy, but sparsely settled in 

the interior, or counties off from the line of railroad. Emigration 
would be kindly received in all cases. The most of this State is 
heavily timbered with oak, sugar, and yellow poplar, and in most 
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counties stone coal is abundant and easily got. Lands can be 
got from ·5 to ·10 remote from villages and railroads, and near to 
them for $15 to $25 improved. This State is rapidly settling up. 

Yours truly, 
J. J. LOVE. 

MARTINSBURG, BERKELEY Cou.'ffY, WEST VmGINIA, t 
August G, 18GB. f 

DEAR Srn: * * * Of this valley it may safely be Raid that 
no section of the globe can produce its equal in the same extent 
of co~ntry, in healthfulness, proclucti vcncsR, scenery, and tlimatc 
combm~d. Says .a <leYotcd son of the valley: "It is a curious fact, 
that wh1l t the p10neers of the valley were ruRhino- with avidity 
attracted by the advantages of timber to the com1)aratively bar'. 
ren and st~rile country west _o_f the North ~fountain, they paRsed 
by, as of little value, the pr::urrn-lancls between that mountain ancl 
the Shenandoah Rivei·, then termed, from the absence of timber, 
the Bai-ren. And thus we have the fact before us that the 
fairest and most umivaled inheritance of man-this cou:1try, lying 
between the two mountains, $0 unequaled in the kindness of its 
soil_, aQd the l~>Vel}ness. of its landscape, _the elysium of the agricul
tunst, of which 1t might truly be s:ud, as Byron has said of 
Italy:-

' Thou art. the garden of the world, the home 
Of all art yields, or nature can decree; 

Thy very weeds are beautiful; thy wastes 
More rich than other climes' fertility.' 

This country, thus blessed, and thus blessino-, was amono
the last appropriated in the prog1·ess of the early settlement 
o~ the_ valley." Thus we ee this great valley, extending 200 
miles m length, one va t and almost unbroken field of wonder
f~l richne. s and. char~ing verdure. The soil is mostly of the 
limestone formatwn, with some slate bordering alono- its lar<Te 
streams. Its chief productions are wheat, corn, oat;, and ry~; 
and more or less of other cereals usually rai 0 ed in the same 
latitude in ot~er l~nds; and eve.ry variety of fruit, in perfection, 
that can be raised 111 the same latitude anywhere. Good limestone 
farms produce from 20 to 35 bus!iels of wheat per acre; from 40 
to 80 bushels of corn, and hay m abundance. The country is 
well watered with large springs and runnino- streams. Our 
winters are short and mild. No country can be better adapted 
for _sh~ep, which arc univer ally heal~hy, and can most always get 
then· l1 vrng the year through. The limestone farms sell accordin<T 
to location, &c., at from $50 to $80 per acre; slate farms, from $10 
to ~30 per acre. Common laborers, such as farm hands, &c., get 
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from $12 to $18 per month. l\Iechanics are most needecl, and can 
command $3 per day. Climate delightful, blue skies and pure 
air, clear cold water from living springs; many of them being 
chalybeate and sulphur, and never a mo ·quito to disturb your 
equilibrium or make you ejaculate unrefined interjections. The 
timber is abundant; large quantities of iron ore, but no coal. 
Martinsburg is 100 miles from Baltimore, on the Baltimore and 
Ohio Railroad, which road has a branch running np the valley 
from Harper's Ferry, so that hardly any farm can be more than 
15 miles from railroad transportation. 

The majority of our inhabitants are the native Virginian. 
This (northern) section of the valley is mostly inhabited by Union 
men, by whom the Northern farmer, mechanic, or capitalist is 
welcomed with a heartiness that makes him feel at home, and 
realize the meaning of Old Virginia hospitality. And this feeling, 
I may say, exists among the p<'ople of every political opinion. 
Now, as to inducements for Northern men to settle here, I will 
leave it to yourself to deduce from what has already been 
written. V cry respectfully, 

L.A. LUCE. 
F. B. GODDARD, Esq., New York. 



NORTII CAROLINA. 

NoRTII CAROLIN.A. was one of the original thirteen States of 
the American Union, participating in the early struggles 
which secured our independence, and actively co-operating 
with the original founders and leaders of our young Republic. 
Iler territory was a battle-ground on numerous occasions, 
and her people displayed a courage and patriotism worthy of 
the renowned and chivalrous ancestry from which they claim 
descent. 

The area of the State is about 45,000 square miles, or 
28,800,000 a<Ji'es. The country near the sea is level, and cov
ered with extensive swamps and marshes. The rivers of the 
State are not generally navigable, owing to shifting sand-bars 
at their mouths, and frequent rapids in their descent from the 
interior. 

The soil of North Carolina is remarkably fertile, and the 
climate favorable to the growth of cotton, rice, tobacco, fruits, 
&c. Labor and capital are at present much needed through
out the State, and earnest efforts are being made to secure 
these agencies for a rapid and liberal development of her 
resources. 

We are indebted to ex-Governor JoN.A.TIIAN WoRTrr, of 
North Carolina, for documents containing valuable informa
tion respecting the resources of the State, and an interesting 
letter, from which we extract the following:-

DEAR Sm : * * ,-+ In every locality in the State 
we receive with hospitable cordiality every worthy immigrant 
who comes to settle among us. * * -::- The bona
.fide settler coming here to improve his condition, and thus 
benefit the State, is everywhere received with cordiality . . 

] 
TT 
niDJ1 

~ .. , 
Qiut 

; 
~ 
. 'ii i . ' 
~f . 
~~ 

~ 

~ ' 

~ 

i -~ 
~ 
~ .. 
~ 

~ 
~ 
I 
isl 

~ 



Am.Photo-Uthographic Co. N.Y. ( Osbo,ne's !'roe• •~-) 



NORTH CAROLIN A. 3i7 

Our delightful and healthy climate, the fertility and cheapness 

of Olli' lands, Olll' inviting mineral resources, and the universal 

anxiety of our people to have immigrants come among us to 

improve and develop our resources, are thus far inoperative. 

Few immigrants come here, because partisan representations 

have mn.de the false impression that we are a set of savages. 

North Carolina may proudly challenge comparison of her 

statistics of crime, and the purity of her judiciary and other 

civil institutions, with any State of America, or any other 
country. .,. ·X- if The two printed documents I 
send yon, both prepared under my auspices, may be relied on 

as entirely authentic. Any amount of land in the sandy 

portion of the State, which is particularly suitable for the 

culture of the Scuppernong grape, and genera1ly very salu

brious, may be bought at from $1 to $2 per acre. 
I have the honor to be, 

Yours very respectfully, 
JONATIIAN WORTH. 

The following is taken from one of the printed documents 

referred to by the ex-Governor:-

RESOURCES OF NORTH CAROLIN A. 

The United States Commissioner of Immigration having re
cently addressed a letter to Governor Worth as to the resources 
and capabilities of the State, the Governor prepared and trans
mitted the information contained in the subjomed communication. 

STATE OF NORTH CAROLINA, EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, } 

RALEIGH, June 13, 1866. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
Geographically, North Carolina is situated half way between 

New York and the Gulf of Mexico, being included between the 
parallels of 34-½ degrees and 36½ degrees. It extends from the 
Atlantic coast five hundred miles westward, stretching more than 
one hundred miles beyond the Blue Ridge mountains, and con-
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tains an area of 50,000 square miles, having therefore the same 
extent as t_he State of N cw York. This territory divides itself 
natural~y rnto three well-marked sections: On the west the 
mountamous plateau, havino- an elevation of 2 500 feet abov~ the 

l b
. b , 

sea, anc erng traY~r eel by sc~'eral chains of mountains, many 
of wh?se peaks atta111 an cleYat10n of nearly 7,000 feet. On the 
cast lies a lo~ plain, nearly lcYcl, partly alluvial and J)artly 
sandy, cxtendmg about 150 miles from the coast; and bet"·cen 
these two spreads the hill country, whose elevation rises gradually 
from 20_0 or 300 feet, on the cast, to 1,200 feet at the base of the 
mountams. 

The eastem _section is mostly covered with pines, tlic middle 
and wcst~rn with Yast f~rcsts of oaks (of many species) inter
spersed with the poplar, hwkory walnut maJJlc &c. Seven laro-e 
. . h I . · ' ' ' c.. 

nycrs, wit t 1c11· numerom, tnbutaries traverse the State furni~h-
ing unlimited water-power as they flo,~ down from the m~untains 
through the middle cction; and as they move with a moderate 
current aero s the charnpaicrn country on the e:ist into the chain 
of sou1:ds whic)1 kirt _the c~a. t, they f'1;rnish, with these, an aggre
gate of 000 miles of rnl:ind na,-i,,.ation which min-ht be doubled 
b . "' ' "' y carrymg westward tl!e system of slack-water improYcmcnts 
already commenced. With these navicrable waters is interlaced 
the railroad system of the State amo~ntin<T to 098 miles com
pleted, and 400 ~ore in_ progrc,s, 'whicl1, with 350 miles of plank
r?ads ~tHl turnpikes, bnngs the sea-coast into ready communica
t10n with every part of the State. 

T1rn SorL is very various; allt1Yial and peaty accumulations 
abound near the coast and alo11CT the rivers while in the rnillale 

d t . h ·1. 0 
' an wcs ern rcg10ns t e soi 1s mainly of granitic origin, and rep-

resents ~very grade of sandy_ or clayey lo~m of v:irious fortility. 
Tim CLDIATE has also a \\'Hie rano·e bern<T tcmpcrctl on the sea

board to something like the mildne"' s' of tl~at of the Gulf States 
while in t)ie mountll:in regi~n it approaches the rigor of :N cw York~ 
In the nmldlc section, which constitutes the larger p:irt of the 
State, an~l represents the ::tYeragc cl imate, the mean annual tem
pe~·at~~c 1s 00 degrees (Fah!·enheit)-thc mean summer tcmpera
tu(e ,., degrees; mean wmtcr, 43 degrees; extreme summer 
(dmmal), 89 degrees; averacre absolute maximum 90 dco-reos • 

t , ( J' c, > b > 
ex rcmc w111te1· c mrnal), 20 degrees; average absolute mini-
mum, 12 degrees. The annual fall of rain is 45 inches. The 
numb:r ~f cloudy <lap in the year is 130; rainy days, 00. 

TuE ' EGETABLE I RODUCTroxs are numerous. The most im
p_ortant arc wheat, corn, oats, rye, potatocfl, sweet potatoe , peas, 
nee, cotton, tobacco, ~urpcntine, grapes, and fruits. \\'heat and 
corn arc prod uccd with_ faci_lity and ~bun dance in all parts; rye, 
oats, and potatoes flounsh m tho middle and western re(l'ions · 
. . ~ ' 

rice, sweet potatoes, and peas 111 the eastern; tobacco in the mid-

NORTH C.AROLIN.A. 379 

die; cotton in the southern counties of the middle, aml in the 
eastern section; turpentine and pine lumber arc peculiar to the 
east. The fruits most extensively and largely cultivatell are tho 
apple, peach, pear, and cherry, repre. cnted by numerous varieties. 
No part of the continent is better aclaptetl to these than the mid
dle and western regions. The principal grasses arc the orchard, 
herd's, timothy, and blue, to which must be added clover and 
lucernc. All these flourish in the middle and western regions, and 
some of them grow wild; hence, stock-raising is easy all(l profita
ble. The tock chiefly raLcu are horses, mules, cows, sheep, and 
hoo-s. The grapes usually cultiv:ited, besillcs foreign Yarieties, 
ar; the Scuppernong, Catawba, Lincoln, and Isabella, all natives 
of the State, the first three being cxecllcnt wine _grape~. The 
Scuppcrnung is peculiar to the eastern section. The following 
abstract from the United States Cen us Report for 1860, will best 
show the productions and capabilities of the State:-

Live stock ........ 3,320,000 annual product. 
·wheat ............ 4,700,000 bushels annual product. 
Corn .............. 30,000,000 " " " 
Oats ......... . .... 2,800,000 " " " 
Rye ............... 437,000 " " " 
Pea 1,900,000 " " " ...... ......... 
Potatoe . ........... 830,000 " " " 
Sweet potatoes .... 6,140,000 " " " 
Cotton ............ 58,000,000 pounds per annum. 
Tobacco .. . ... .... . 32,900,000 " " " 
Rice .... .......... 7,600,000 " " " 
"\Vool . . ...... . ... 883,000 " " " 
Honey ............ 2,055,000 " " " 
Turpentine ......... 1,000,000 ba1Tcls " " 

TuE l\L\NUFACTURES are chiefly cotton, ·wool, spirits of turpen-
tine, lumber, iron, aud paper. . 

The amount invested in the manufacture of cotton is $2,250,000; 
lumber, ~1,000,000; turpentine, $2,000,000; irnn, $500,000; wool, 
$350,000. 

F1srrnRIES abound in the sounds and rivers of the eastern coun
ties. The species of fish mostly taken arc the herring, shad, blue
fish, mullet, and rock. The number of barrels annually packed 
for market i about 100,000 on the waters of Albemarle Sound. 
Considcrnblc quantities are packed at other points. 

l\IrnEnA Ls.-Thc most important of these are coal, iron, gold, cop
per, silver, lead, plumbago, limestone, marble, agolmatolitc, soap
stone, manganc>sc, whetstones, grindstones, roofing-slates, poreclain 
clay, and fire-clay. The coal is bituminous, and exists in two bed~, 
situated respectively one hundred and two hundred miles from 
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the coast, on Cape Fear River and on Dan River. It is abundant, 
acce sible, and of good quality. Iron ore, of excellent quality, 
abounds in all parts of the State; the principal seat of its manu• 
facture being on the Cape Fear, Catawba, and Yadkin rivers. 
Gold is found in almo t all parts of the State, especially in the 
middle region; the annual product, for many years, has been 
$250,000. Copper mines abound in the middle, northC>rn, and 
western counties. Plumbago is found in great abundance nea1· 
the capital, and again in the western region; marble in the mid
dle and western; and marl everywhere in the eastern section. 

A chain of silver and lC>ad mines (containing gold also) trav
erses the central portion of the State. 

Trrn POPULATION, in 1860, was 992,622, of which one-third are 
coloreJ; 3,298 are of foreign birth. One-tenth of the population 
live in towns and cities. 

LA~n.-According to the census of 1860, there were 6,500,000 
acres of improved land, being about one-fifth of the area of the 
State. The price at which these lands arc held range from about 
$3 to ~100 pC>r acre; the a\·erage would be about ~7.50. 

The only qualification necessary to enable a foreigner to own 
land i!'<, that he take the oath of allegiance to the State, or have 
become a citizen of the United States. 

Pusuc SCHOOLS were maintained in the State by the means of 
the income derivecl from the Literary Fund, which amounted to 
two million fi\·c hundred thou antl dollars in 1860. About half of 
this fund lias been swept a way by the war; and the ystern of dis
trict schools, which had brought a rudimentary education within 
the reach of all, free of cost, has been entirely prostrated for the 
present, but will doubtless be revived in a few years. 

The State may be reached directly from Europe through any 
of her ports-Wilmington, Beaufort, or Norfolk, from which rail
roads penetrate every part of the State. From New York the 
di tance by railroad or ;:teamer is about 20 hours. The number 
of new papers published in the State is about 70; all in the English 
language. 

The above statistics haYe been prepared, with much care, by 
the State Geologist, Profe. or ·w. C. Ken-, whose information and 
research will vouch for their entire reliability. 

* * * * * * * 
Citizens of foreign birth ha\'e the ame protection of perf!on and 

property under the laws of North Carolina as her native citizens; 
ancl where they are industrious and honest, they are as thrifty and 
as highly esteemed-many such occupying positions the most hon
orable and influential. To foreign settlers, of honest, <.>nergctic 
character, the State extends a cordial welcome; and I can assure 
you, when such come they will be offered the rights and privi-
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d th Sul)l)ort and countenance, enjoyed by our leges, a?. e same 
native c1t1zens. 

Very respectful! y, 
Your obedient servant, 

JON ATHAN WORTH, 
Governor of North Carolina. 

The second document transmitted by his Excellency, and 

from which we present some extracts, treats of the 

SwAirP LANDS OF NoRTII CAROLINA.-?-'he Board of Litera• 
ture of the :,tate of North Carolina owns, m trust for tl)e benefit 
of Common Schools, all the public swamp lands of the State. d 

Accm-atc smTeys haYe not been made of all these l::mJs, an. 
the exact amount can not, therefore, be state~;. but enougii. ;~ 
known to warrant an estimate of ~t leas~ one m1lhon fi_ve hunc I e 
thou~ancl acres. The lands arc 111 boches ?f from _fi, e thousa?d 
to uinety thousand acres; and they are situated _m the alluvial 
or coaRt rC>gion of the Stat<.>, an~ between the thirty-fourth an 
thirty· ixth parallels of north latitude. . 

They lie chiefly in the counties of Beaufort, Hyde, :Vashmg• 
ton, Tyrrell, Craven, Carteret, On low, Jones, Brnnsw1ck, ~ ew 
Hanover Columbus Cumberland, Bla~en, Robeson, antl h1ch• 
mond; ;nd all these' counties arc accessible to market by water 
or railroad carriage. . 

These l:i.nds are offered for sale on the most. liberal terms, 
· II t actiial settlers• aml they 1wesent mducements to espcc1a y o , , • 

1 immigrants anc1 capitalists rarc~y to _be met wit 1. • . 

The Boarcl of Literature will give altC>rna_tc sec~10ns ?f six 
hundrc<l and forty acres each, to parties who w1l~ dram botl1es of 
these lands . and when a whole swamp can be chsposec1 of ~t one_ 
sale, they ";ill take a price less than the cash value of the tnnbcr 
with which sorne of the lands are clothed. _ 

* * * * * * * ¥ * * * 
Th.c better class of the. c lan<ls arc generally covered with a 

heayy and dense growth of timber, Yines, re~ds, antl grass; the 
soil is from five to fifteen feet deep, and cons1s~s of decomposed 
vco-etablc matter fine sand, arnl finely commmu~cd clay. It 
pr~duccs exubera;1tly all the grains, grass, cotton, nee, peas, p~ta• 
toes, turnips, pumpkins, melons, the garde~ . Ye~e~ablef', apf et 
peaches, and g1·apcs; but the test of it~ fe~-t1hty 1s 1_ts $r?wt 1 .~ 

Indian com, an exhausting crop, which it will -y:1eld m lai"'c 
amounts, from year to year, without mannres or st1rnulants, and 

for nn indefinite l)eriod. ·1 · 
It will not produce as much per acre as the hcaYy clay soi s tn 
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th_e highe!-t state of impro~·ement; but considering the diflcrencc 
of the expen e of product10n, the crops of the former arc vastly 
the more profitable. 
. The aY~r.ag-e yield o~ Indian c?r~ per a~rc, without the applica

t10n of fc1 t1hze~·s or i;:t1mula11t,:, 1s from filty to scvcnty-fiyc bush
els; and expenencc has proved that this will continue, from year 
to year? for more than a century, while science infers, from the 
f'.1cts of the past ~nd _from careful analyses, that even two centu
nes o~ clo c _c~1ltn·at10n will not exhaust the natural and eyer 
rencwmg fertility of these soil . 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
. ;he s~va~ps of eastern N or:th Carolina do not generate the ma

la1 Ia which, m the ma~ hy regions further· south, causes malignant 
fevers; and the exp~nence ?fa large population dcYoted for over 
a century to 0J?en-:ur pur~u1ts, will con firm the statement that the 
laborers here, m the woods, in the fields, and on the waters are 
generally as healthy as in any part of the country. ' 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
In this State, ~nd in thi~ alon<', enn be profitably produced 

~very st~ple-agncultural, nnneral, and mechanical-of the Amer
ican mon; and there i~ th_e. best auth.ori_ty for a!-- erting that the 
world presents no more rnvrtmg field for mdustrious immigrants. 

* * * * * * * * * * * 
. Order reigns suprem~, ancl life and property are a. safe here as 
m an 3: part of the contmcnt; the people arc quietly and arnestly 
devotmg themselves to the art of peace and a worthy immirrrant 
:who comes to . orth <:arolin:1 from any' part of the globe, tg join 
1~ these avocations, w1ll rcce1 ve a cordial welcome and oon find 
him elf at home, and among hi friend~. ' 

GA~rn, F1su, &c.-The ~hores of orth Carolina must be a 
par:1d1se to the spo~tsman and the epicure. Oysters, a great 
vanety of fi h, tcnapm, &c., &c., abom1d. 

A an illustratio'.1 of the abundance of ~ame in orth Carolina, 
we offer the follow111g from the pen of an immigrant Vir..,inian :
. "There are ducks of various kind!<, of which the ca~ rns-back 
1s the most e teemed. The~·c are also wild geese ancl ,;wans. 
Altogc;ther'. they congregate m nm~hers exceeding all conception 
of an) pc1son '.vho has not been rnformed. They are often so 
numerou as entirely to co,·er acres of the surface of the water, 
so that obserYers from the beach would only see ducks and no 
,'~ater betw_een them. These great collections are termed 'rafts.' 
lhe shootrng season commences in autumn and continues 
through the winter. The return!'l in <Tame killed and secured 
through any certain time, to a skillful :fi1<1 p'atient and en<lurin; 
gunner, arc as sure as the profits of any ordinary labor of a()'rirut 
ture and trade, and far larger profits for the capital aud

0
Iabor 
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employed. The following particular facts I learned from the 
personal knowledge of a highly respectable gentleman and a 
proprietor on the sound (Uurrituck), in Princess ~\11n. The 
shooting (as a business) on his shores is done only by gunners 
hired by himself, and for his own profit, anJ. who are pai<l a fixed 
price for every fowl delivered to him, according to its kind, from 
the smallest or least prized spec-ies of ducks, to the rare and 
bi..,hly Yaluecl swan. He has employed thirty gunners through a 
w~1ter. Ile proYides and charges for all the ammunition they 
require, which they pay for out of their wages. In this manner, 
he is oblio·ed to know accurately how much ammunition he gives 
out; ancl°it may be presumed that the gunners do not waste it 
unnecessarily at their· own expense. In this manner, and for his 
own <Tnnners and his own premises only, in one winter, he used 
more 

0
th:m a ton of gunpowder, and shot in proportion, which was 

more than four tons, and forty-six thousand percussion caps.'' 

Agricultural Department Report, 1 'GS:·-

YALliE OF LAND .AS C0]l[PARED wrru 1860.-Reports from 
forty-one counties represent a very general decrease in values of 
rC'al estate. Madi on and McDowell report no decrea. e from 
price of 1860, while the latter show an actual increa,;e on those 
of 1866. Onslow reports no dccren. e on well-improved farms, 
but all others estimate a decline varying from five to seventy-five 
per cent., and even more, especially at forc-cc1 sales. As a general 
rule, sm ,II aml improvml farms have decreased less than large 
and neglected ones. The general average may be fairly rated at 
about fifty per cent. The caui-es are variously stated, as war, 
change in i;ystem of labor, scarc-ity of money, unsettled state of 
public affairE<, and the unrest of doubts regarding the future. 

PmcE OF U. rnPit0VED LAxo.--Wild or unimproved lands 
arc reported in three general classes: fir t, lands exhausted, 
abandoned, and grown up to bu!<hes; second, Yirgin uplands, 
generally well timbered; and third, low or swamp lands (" po
cogon"), often well timbered. The first, once fertile, ran ao-ain be 
reRtored in time, ancl by good management; the second, generally 
requires only clearing and tillage; ancl the third needs drainage 
in addition. The second and thiru can be had at prices varying 
from fifty cents to ten dollars per acre; the first at even low rates. 
Pitch and turpentine lands abound in Duplin, Lincoln, Cabarrus, 
Hertford, Samp!<on, On ·low, ancl l\[oorc countie , and can be had 
for from two dollars to fiyc dollars, according to quality a11cl 
facilities for working and marketing. 

"Pocoson" or swamp-lands are reported in quantities in Du
plin, Onslow, and a few other conn tics; in the latter, one body of 
"white-oak pocoson" of sixty thousand acres, extending into 
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several adjacent counties, and other tracts nearly as large, re
quit-ing combined capital to drain. Another says of these, "~he 
prices arc from two dollars to three dollars per acre, an<l d0anng 
and draininrr will cost as much more. They arc among the most 
fertile lands°whcn bronn-ht into cultivation." l\Iacon County has 
thousands of acres at State price (twelve anc1 a hal~ cents per 
acre) lar<Tc tracts of which arc held by speculators at l11ghcr rates. 
,vilf,~ r~port ridge or rolling land with b)·anch b~ttoms, one 
hundred acre farms, one-fourth ck:ncd, cabm, rumnng water, 
plenty of wood, at two dollars per acre; mountain lands well 
wooded <TCnerally fertile and water-power too abnn<lant to be 

>b , C d C .. p 
appreciated, at one _do~lar per acre; am en onnty, nrgm 1orest 
five dollars, and vll'gm swamp one _dollar. per acre ; ,Jackson 
C◊tmty mountain lands rich and loose 111 quality, much o.: it. stony, 
avcragds fifty cents p~r acre; Caldwell County, alt timbcre~l, 
and water-power abum1::u~t, level la?ds one dollar, a1~d mounlam 
fifty cent per acre; Bert1s County 1s threc-fomths_ tnnb~red ~1p
land, formerly held at five cl?llars-bottom lane~ h1~her 111 pnce. 
Lands generally of good quality and capable of h1g-h_ 1mproY;_mcnt 
in Duplin, Bertis, Halifax, Hertford, On low, "\V1lkl•s, \\ Iison, 
l\Iacon and Davie counties offered low; greater 1x1.rt of these 
suitabl

1

e for cereals and veo-etables, fruits of various ki11ds-somo 
for cotton and tobacco, and a small part for rice. 

Arnone, the re ·ourccs that could easily be made availahlc and 
profitabl~ in prospcrou_s tim~s, a?d with a few facilities in m~rket
rng, arc yel~ow and pitch p1~1c m a~unc1ance, fon;ierly profitable 
for tnrpentme aml lumber, rn Duph_n, Onslow,,~ a~c, and ?ther 
counties; timber of various kinds suitable for bu1lclrn~, formtnre, 
&c., in Bcrtis, Anson, Hertford, Onslow, Sampson, Iredell, l\~ad
ison IIen<lerson l\Ionto-omery, l\Ioore, 'tokes, and Burke counties; 

' , o . 1 . I a 
ancl ao-ricultural resources 111 marketable proL nets, wit 1 a gooc. 
systen~ of farmino- in all, except, perhaps N" orth::nnpton and Cum
berland. Besid ~• these, iron is manufactured in hatham, Lin
coln ancl Gaston counties and found in Randolph, l\Iccklenbmg, 
Alleghany, Maaison, l\Ioo;·e, J?aYic, a_nd Guilfor<l ~·ot1_,11tics. Gold, 
silver and copper are found 111 Davidson; gold 111 Stanley, Ran
dolpl~ Cabarras (~he ?cn~er of the_ gol~l region), Lincoln, Anson, 
l\1ecklenburg (winch 1s nch also, m_zmc, sulphur, coppcraH, ancl 
blue Yitriol), Iredell, Rowan, Franklm, Gaston, Calclw~ll, :Moore, 
foDowell ltutherford, Guilford, ancl Burke; copper 111 Iredell, 

Rowan Alleo-hany Jackson, and Guilford·, bituminous coal in 
, o ' . h 

Chatham and l\Ioorc, and plumbago 111 Wake. In most of t. e 
counties, howeycr, railroad or other facilities for marketing will 
be required to make the resources profitable, and at present, even 
in the best locations, capital, skill, and enterprise are needed. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

WILMINGTON, N. C., August 12, 1868. 

FREDERICK B. GODDARD, Esq.:-
DEAr~ Sm: The State of North Carolina, to a close obse1Tcr 

of nature pre cuts many ino-ular and r:u-o featur 'S, which arc 
veiled in ~bscurity to the caus~l obsen:er. It oc_cupi?s the highc!'t 
land and contains the highe. t watertall. All its nver~ (those I 
mean which take their rise within her border ), empty mto other 
State,i except two (Roanoke, on the northern line, and Cai e Fear 
on th~ ,outhern). Its territory occupies a ri<lge, jutting in~o the 
ocean, almost to the very edge of the Gn!f Stream. It_ 1~ ~he 
Ycry center of the United States ; and here 1~ the exact d1 v1d111g 
line between the northern and southern ect1ons of our country, 
o-eographically, as evidenced by th_c urrnyor's co_mpa!- and other 
~cientitic observations, and geolog1cally, by the discovery here, 011 

the Cape Fear River, of the fossil-remains of all northern and 
>1outhern animals of a former age, which are to be found nowhc~·e 
cbc. The c are si,1gular_ fa~t., _but none the Jess _facts; an?- will 
iml-'ress you at once, as 111chcatmg a greater van_ety of climate, 
water, soil, and production, both of vegetable and IJ?,llleral, than _any 
other spot of earth of the same size to be found 111 these Umted 
t:itate~, or perhaps on 1,he continent. . . . 

Our native population may be classed (v;,th except10ns of 
l'Olll'Se)-

Politically,--As conservative, loyal, law-abiding, and brave. 
Relio-iously,-Tolerant, and pure. 
Soci~ll y ,-Hospitable,. frank, sincere. . 
Commercially -lntell1<Tent, hone t, reliable. 
The character' and pric~ of forming land . vary from 50 c~nts to 

6 50 accordino- to quality conc1ition, locat10n, and other c1rcnm
~ ' 

0 
' d' b 1- . l Rtances. Any quality, 01· quantity, may rea Liy e 04ta111e(. 

Labor of every description is much needed; farm labor ranges 
between extremes of. and 820-generally -·10 to -'15. l\lccha11-
ics obtain from $30 to . 80. All classes are needecl. 

Climate is salubrious, refreshing breezes from the ocean in 
summer-thermometer rarely above 80 or below 60. Ile~lth 
good to the natives or acclimated. Tot subject to any contag~on, 
or epidemic. W c consider tho health as good as any other reg1011. 
"\Vinter mild, now rare 

The resources of coals, mineral of e,ery variety, timber, &c., 
are unbounded-having no limit as to variety, quantity, or 
quality. • 

Character of crops are likewise in varieties : cotton, nee, 
tobacco, flax, hemp, wheat, rye, oats, barley, buckwheat, clover, 

25 
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lucerne grasses in vm·iety ; corn, peas in Yariety; African ground 
pea (dr peanuts), potatoes, castor ?can , rape, hops,. g'.·apes in 
variety ; garden vegetable~, and frmts of every descnpt10n that 
can be grown anywhere el~e. 

Facilities for transportation to market, gencra~ly good and 
easy. School and rclirriou advantage ', good to farr. 

Our State was origi~ally settled by English and French. Sub
sequently a considerable colony of Scotch refugees, after the battle 
of Culloden settled in our ' tate; since which, many Germans, 
Pru Rians, a;d people of the Rhine country,_ have settled in our 
State, to ay nothing of orthern people, Insh, &c. 

From the foregoing statements, you will perceive that our 
State pre ent rare attractio11s in its natural advantages to foreign 
laborinrr settlers. Our labor system being entirely destroyed by 
the ab1~rration of the institution of slavery, and all the available 
means of the country bcinrr destroyed by the operation of the 
war, a rare and advantageous opening is ofterecl to foreign 
laborers, of indu trious and thrifty habits, anu of honest, temperate, 
law-abiding ettlers. All such will be received with open arm , 
cherished and protected in all their ln.wful rights and privileges, 
no matter where they come from. "\V c have already buried the 
war-hatchet, and hope it may have a long and quiet rest. And we 
are trying hard, and will use our be t efforts, to obliterate from 
our hearts forever, all bitter animosities and the remembrance of 
them growing out of the l::i.te disastrous, suicidal, and fratricidal 
war, between the two eetion of our much-loved country. 

I will take pleasure in answering any further questions or 
inquiries, for the furtherance of the object you have in view, or 
of advancing the interests of my much-loved country-my own, 
my native land, made doubly dear, by its present crushed and 
sorely aftiicted condition. 

Respectfully, your obedient servant, 
. II. NUTT. 

OFFICE ATLANTIC AND N . C. RAILROAD COMPANY, l 
NEWBERN, August 12, 1868. f 

DEAR Sm: * * * The lauds in this section are Yery product
ive, and can, owing to the impoveri hed condition of our people, 
be purchased very low. They produce cotton, corn, wheat, oats, 
rye, potatoes, and, in fact, almost any thing you may desire to 
plant. There is a large amount of surplu labor, and only money 
1s neee ary to put it in operation. Although there is a large 
amount of unemployed labor now here, capital could employ all, 
and still more, at remunerative rate . There i. no part of the 
Southern country that offers g reater inducements than ours for 
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fm:mcrs who are eouversai:t. with Yegeta?le farming, for early 
sl11pment to the N orthem c1t1e . If a busmcss of that kind were 
commenced on the line of o_ur roacl, from Goldsboro' to Moreheatl 
City, I b::we no doubt at an early day it would be carried on to 
an extent that would not ?nly_ pay those engaged, but would en
hance the lanus on the entire !me of our road, say ninety-6 ve miles 
in length. V cgctablcs of all kinds can be ready for market sev
eral weeks earlier here than at J orfolk, thereby givinrr the advan
tage of the highe t price· for early supplic in your 1~arket . It 
ha already been engaged in to a limited extent; but to make it 
work well needs capital and a greater number, which would in
duce a line of steamers from l\forchead City, and thus enable all 
to make prompt hipmcnts and early returns. 

Two crop of most kinds of ycgctables can be rai cd in one sea
son. The early Irish potato would be a very remunerati,·e crop, 
and the outlay would be very light, as the co t of cultivation would 
b merely nominal. Excuse my rambling way of communicating 
my ideas; but allow me to express the hope that they may be 
sufficiently untlerstoocl to attra. ·t attention to this ection of 
country, ~s I am satisfic~ a_ll that is required to develop its 
resources 1s peace and qmet m the country, and a share of the 
capital that can not b profitably employed in your section. 

There are quite a number of .1:' orthcrn gentlemen here-some 
farming, some merchandising, some milling, and quite a number 
holding permanent local and tate po itions. No one is inter
fered with in person or property more than they are liable to be 
in {our city. 

am a Southerner, born and raised here, and am associated 
with both Northern and Southern gentlemen in the position I 
occupy as Pre. ident of the above road; and I know no distinction 
except that of honesty and capacity. I hall be pica eel to confe; 
with you at any time on any matter relating to om section, and 
the welfare of our people. Very rcspectfu 11 y, 

F. B. GODDARD, Esq., cw York. 

E. P. STANLEY, 
Pres't A . &; N. 0. R. R. Oo. 

Mr. J . W. STOCKTON, writing from Statesville, says :-

The lands in this county are generally pretty good, particularly 
on the rivers and creeks. * * 

I do not know of any good, faithful working hand who can not 
get employment, and get the pay accordin~ to contract. "\V c <lid 
not Jiaye a large number of slaves here, as 1t is not a cotton-grow
ing region. Corn, wheat, oats, and barley-, are principal crops. 
Red clover grows well But a kind Providence 1s carpeting the 
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whole face of our country-woodlands, old fields, roadsides, and 
alleys-with Japan clonir, for hundreds of miles. It i supposed 
to have been introduced by some trading vessel into one of our 
southern ports. 

\V c have a very de irable climate, and a healthy one; on the 
creeks and lower land some chills and fevers. Timber plenty: 
pine, oak (the different varietici;;), hickory, ash, walnut, &c. 

\Ve have, also, in this county, fine water-power, ufficient to 
run any amount of machinery, and already driving fifteen wheat 
and corn mills, with a number of aw-mills attached; three cotton 
factorie , five wool-carding machine , three oil mill·, &c. 

Our citizens generally are of a good class, and we have ample 
religious and school ad vantages. 

Mr. CHARLES F. HARRIS writes, August 2, 1868, from Con
cord, Cabarras County:-

* * * We want actual, bona-fide settlers-men who will have 
an interest in the soil, and who will devote their energies to the 
development of om vn.Rt resource . To all uch, n.n inviting field 
is open, and a helping hand will l,c extendc,l. They will be hos
pitably received and warmly welcomed, and every ach·antage 
otfored them to make a good living, and to feel comfortable. 

Mr. F. S. WIATT writes from Monroe County, Augu t 11, 
1868:-

* * * I will add, that with an enterprising, indn trious popu
lation, this whole section of country, pos es ing, a it docs, uch 
excellent advantao-cs of climat<', oil, and healthfulnes , is des
tined to become, if it is not , o already, one of the most desirable 
portions of the nited 'tate . Thi~ i. my deliberate and candiu 
opinion, and I ha,·e li,·cd ten years in lhiouri, and am familiar 
with a large portion of the 1\Iissis ippi valley-have crossed the 
contiuent and resided two years in California. 

SOUTH CAROLI A. 

SoUTn CAROLINA, in the form of an irregular triangle, with 
its base upon the Atlantic, lies between North Carolina upon 
the north, and Georgia upon the south and west. Its area 
contains 34,000 square miles, equal to 21,760,000 acres. The 
total population in 1860 was 703,708, of which but 291,300 
were white. 

South Carolina is well watered, and possesses a very fertile 
soil, with but little waste or barren land. The numerous fine 
rivers which traverse the tate afford excellent facilities for 
communication and traffic, and abundant motive-power for 
manufacturing purposes. Alono- the sea-coast is a belt ofter
ritory, abont 100 miles in width, which is flat and frequently 
swampy. It is traversed by sluggish streams, and covered with 
fore ts of pitch pine. Adjoining this region upon the west is an 
unattractive strip of country called the" Middle Region," con
sisting principally of low sand-hills. West of the middle 
country is a belt called the "Ridge," where the conn try 
suddenly rises, and continues gradually to ascend, exhibiting 
beautiful alternations of hill and dale, interspersed with exten
sive forests, and watered by plea ant stream , until it termi
nates in the we t in the Blue Ridge mountains, of which the 
highest peak-Table l\Iountain-rises to the height of 4,000 
feet above the ocean level. A range of low, flat islands skirt 
the more southerly portion of the coast, covered with forests 
of live-oak, palmetto, and pine, whose density of perennial 
verdure rivals that of the tropics. These islands, and those 
along the coast of Georgia, are devoted almost exclusively to 
the cultivation of the long taplc sea-island rotton, the be t 
known to commerce, an<l which is here grown more success
fully than in any other part of the world. 
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Governor SEABROOKE says:-

South Carolina is most favorably situated, not only with 
regard to the tate of the nion, but to the other portions of the 
globe. Mid way between the frozen region of the North, and the 
burning heat of the tropics, in her climate, ea on , and produc
tions, it has been fully represented that she enjoys most of the 
advanta<YCS of all. If we except tropical fruits, to which fro tis 
fatal, her capacity successfully to rear all the grains, fruits, and 
csculent roots, which enrich more southern countries, is nearly cer
tain. Iler latitude for cotton enjoy an extraordinary advanta<Ye, 
Mnch farther south, the forcing nature of a vertical sun develops 
the plant too rapidly, thereby running it into weed and foliage; 
it is from the same cause most expo ed to the ravage!'I of the cat
erpillar an<l other in, ects. Farther north, the cason is too , hort 
to mature an abundant crop of bolls, while the staple degenerates, 
and becomes le · valuable. 

The same authority states that there are six varieties of soil, 

viz :-1st, tide wamp, appropriated to the culture of rice; 

2d, inland swamp, to rice, cotton, corn, pea , &c.; 3d, salt 

marsh, to long cotton ; 4th, oak and pine, to long cotton, corn, 

and potatoes; 5th, oak and hickory, to short cotton, and corn; 

6th, pine barrens, to vegetables, fruits, &c. We quote 

further: 

urprising to many as may be the declaration, South Carolina, 
in reference to her whole population, i, a very healthy country, 
and by no means a ickly one with regard to her white inhabit
ant . If the alluvial region, and a few of the middle di8tricts 
ar<' subject to fevers in summer, the whole State in winter i com
paratively exempt from the disea!'es to which more northern 
climates are peculiarly liable. The a ertion, too, is with eutire 
confidence made, that even during the hot months, in perhaps 
one-half of her limit., foreigners may re ide, not only with impu• 
nity, but with renovated constitutionR. In the neighborhood of 
every locality in which mephitic exhalations show the fatality of 
their power, there are sites for ettlements, where vigorou health, 
under the ordinary safeguard , i always secured. The entire 
sand-hill country, ancl pine lands generally, as well as our towns 
and villages, furni h the most signal evidence of the salubrity of 
their atmoRpheric influence. It may here be appropriately ob
served, that while from cause , evcral of which are among the 
arcana of nature, the lower divi ion is becoming gradually but 
stead ii y healthier, a portion of the midclle zone is decidedly more 
liable to maladies of a fatal character. If a better system of 
drainage and other improvements in the cultivation of the ground 
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do not satisfactorily account for the one, certain agricultural 
features are perhaps sufficient to explain the other. For the dis
eas;e which occasionally clothe in the habiliments of mourning, the 
people of Abbeville, Union, Che ter, and York, it is supposed 
that the planters of those districts are competent to the diminu
tion of the sources whence they spring. 

Governor ScoTI, says in his recent message, July 6, 1868 :

German and French zrape-growers will find in our upper tier 
of countie a oil and climate a genial to the grape a th_cit· own 
vine-clad hills, being preci ely on tho same parallel of la.tttude as 
the great wine-making districts of pain ancl Portugal. The 
Swede and the Dane will find ample seopc and verge fot· their 
talents for mining in our gold, iron, and lead regions, while even 
the Hollander, may exercise his cmming, in draining the mar Ii
lands of our low country, which he may get almo~t for the asking. 
Our rivers, abounding with noble fall , arc running to waste, 
when they should resound with the hum of thousand of busy 
spindle!'I. The e invite the manufacturer of the North, who will 
find lal.Jor among us abundant and cheap, and may look from his 
own door upon fields white with the cotton that supplies his mill. 

We have been favored with the following communication 

from the State Commissioner of Immigration:-

Sounr CAROLINA BUREAU OF I~nnGRATION,} 

CuARLE TON, August 8, 1868. 

DEAR Sm: * * * I beg leave to tran mit to you some of 
my official publication , containing most of the information you 
seek, in such a form that there can l.Je no doubt. * * * \Ve 
are now auout having a homestead law to ~·1,500 value, and other 
favorable developments may be expected. In our mountain re
gions, valuable and plentiful minerals have recently been found, 
and the whole region of our low country contain inexhau tiblc 
beds of the mo t rnluable pho phates, which are already shipped 
to Northern and foreign markets. We desire immigrants, and 
will heartily welcome them. 

Yours truly, 
JOHN A. WAGENER. 

The following are extracts from the late publications referred 

to in the Commiss10ner's letter:-

RrvERs.-The principal ri\'ers of the State are, tlrn Savannah, 
which bounds it on tLe south, and for nearly 300 miles marks its 
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line; tl1e Broad River and Pocotaligo, which empty into the Bay 
of Port Royal, and, by their depth and bold indentations, promise 
~itcs for large and important mercantile communities; the Com
bahcc ::mu Ashcpoo and Edisto, which empty into the Bay of St. 
Ilclena-infcrior -0nly to Port Royal-and which arc bordered 
with rich rice and cotton plantations; the Stono, which is in the 
immediate Yicinity of Charleston, and the A hlcy an<l Cooper, on 
which old Charle. ton, the noble, hospitable, and heroic old city, is 
i;ituatcd; the Santee, which, through its connection with the Conga
ree ancl \Vatcrec, rnns through the heart of the tate up to the 
mountains; and the Pc<lee, whid1 receives the \Vaccamaw of 
North Carolina into its bosom, and empties into the Bay of \Vin
yah, on which the liourishing town aml >-eaport of Georgetown is 
situatC'cl. 

FoRmns.-Of the 19,000,000 acres of ·area in South Carolina, 
there arc hut about 4,500,000 acres in use, arnl all the rest arc in 
forest, ori;6nal as the Lord in his infinite goodness an<l wisdom 
ha. created it. The hu~bandman will look for the open and 
cleared field, and he will fintl enough, and to his heart's content; 
for of the 4,500,000 acre cleared and in cultivation, at lea tone
half arc now for lease or sale, at very reasonable prices. But the 
forest of South Carolina-the beautiful, grand, aml useful decora
tion of God's blessed workl-where will be found another like it? 
From the Carolina sea-board, where the tough Palmetto o-rows, 
the emblem of the tate, to the monntain ridge, where the stately 
ba\. am-pine tower. beside the fruitful chestnnt, the valuable black 
walnut, and the useful maple, thcl'e is hardly a tree on the face of 
tbe earth which does not find a congenial home within her bor
der,;. The yellow pine, which affords the excellent lumber, rosin, 
ancl turpentine of commerce, is liberally intermixed with the oak 
of every kind. Hickory, walnut, maple, cedar, poplar, cyprcs., 
<logwoo<l, locust, ash, aspen, birch, spruce, hemlock, and ba swood 
abound everywhere, and many other wood , for useful aml orna
mental purpose , provide the most ample supply for the Yarious 
mechanical trades. 

Gx~rn AN'D F1sH.-The forests of outh Carolina abouml in 
deer, bear, , foxes, wil 1-cat , opo:-sums, raccoons, quirrels, arnl 
rabbits. Otter, mink, and sometimes beaver, are found on the 
water-cour cs. Pigeon~, clove~, partrillgcs, woodcock, sni1 c, wild 
turkey", and sometimes g-rom,e, arc found in most parts of the 
::,tate, whilst innumcral>lc wild duck;;, plover, marsh fowls, 
:rntl curlews abide in the tide regions. Fresh-water fish are 
caught in all the streams of the interior, whilst every Yaluablc 
fish, from the largest to the smalle t, i ' daily broug-ht in regular 
supply from the rivers and banks near the sea. The luxurious 
oy. tcr is an article of daily consumption of the people residing in 
the tide regions, ancl may be had at any hour for the gathering. 
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CLmATE.-The careful emigrant, in seeking a new home for 
himself and his children and clcscenclants, naturally inquires into 
its climate, temperature, adaptation to the cnltnre of the great 
staples of food and commerce, antl ef'pccially of it. healthfulness 
or alubrity. * * * The climate of outh Carolina corre
sponch; with that of the south of France, ancl of Italy. It has 
often been the subject of disparagement; but a sober inYc tiga
tion will not only remove every prejudice, but will . how its com
parati rn superiority over many other favorite sections of the 
l'nion antl a. decided superiority over mo t countries of Europe. 
It ma'y not be ami , here to mention, that the late war has 
demonstrntetl fully and satisfactorily, that even in our low country 
tidal rc~ioM, where strangers formerly were totally averse. to 
cl,rcll, the most perfect state of health may be enjoyed with 
proper care for personal cleanliness, comfort, obriety, and regular 
living-which are the conditions of health in CYery portion of the 
world. 

Such a climate must nccc sarily be very beneficial to agricul
ture, allll we therefore not only have a continued and unintcr
rnpted rncccssion of crops, but the produce of almo t CYery sec
tion ancl clime of the earth will here thriYc. In this State there 
is h:mlly neccl to house the live stock, excepting, perhap , for a 
fc", inelcmcnt day to give them a night _sh elter. In Octob?r 
allll XoYembcr, our grain seeds are put mto the ground; m 
l\Iarch aml April, com aml cotton arc planted; in }Jay an<l June, 
our grain harvest is o-atherccl; an<l in eptemhcr, our cotton 
picki'ncr commences auf the corn i ripe. There is here a happy 
lli 'tri l~1tion of the seasons, aml not one day in the year the far
mer is prevented from some useful employment legitimately con
~equent upon his calling. How Y~ry different in the cold ~ orth 
arnl \V e.-t where winter covers the earth with an icy mantle for 
mouth~, a;1d compels man and bea!'.t to remain in shelter, and to 
rely only on the stores which summer and autumn ha Ye permitted 
them to gather! The cost alone of a supply of fuel, is an item 
of crrcat consideration. It lias been asserted that the North and 
\V ~t will produce a richer harvest of cereals and grains, per 
acre than the outb. Even if that were so, the reason would bl• 
very Rimple and easily found . outhcrn cultivation of the food 
plant · has heretofore been very careless, on account of the very 
rith return of their more yaluable taples. Indeed, lave labor 
has been a careless and sloYenly labor in every respect. But 
where the :-ame attention has been paid to the cultivation of the 
cereals and o-ruins as at the North :rnd W c t, the re nit l1as been 
not only cq~al but very often much superior. . Over 1 oo, bu l;elR 
of corn from an acre have frequently been macle m South Carolma, 
and GO bushels of wheat; and there is an in,,tance rc?ordcd when, 
with special care and a combination of favorable circumstances, 

• 
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somewhat over 300 bushels of corn have been gathered from one 
acre in this State. The average harvest, however, nuder our 
present system of cultivation, according to official reports, is 
about 25 bushels of com per acre, 15 bushels of wheat, 20 bushels 
of oats, 15 bushels of rye, 40 bushels of barley, 100 bu hels of Irish 
potatoes, 150 to 400 bushels of sweet potatoes, 40 bu hels of rice, 
cotton about 600 pounds, &c. 

PRoDucrroxs.-The u ual productions of this tate are cotton 
the long and short staple, rice, both swamp and upland, tobacco: 
indigo, sugar, wheat, rye, corn, oat , millet, barley, buckwheat, 
peas, beans, sorghum, broom-corn, sunflower, guinea corn, sweet 
potatoes, and lri h potatoel'l. Hemp, flax, and hops grow luxu
riantly. Of fruits, out· orchards will how apple , pears, quinces, 
pl rnns, peaches, apricots, nectarines, cherries, oranges, lemons, 
olives, figs, pomegranates, and the American date, the persimmons 
of many kinds. Of berries, we have the mulberry, ra pbcrry'. 
strawberry, blackberry, huckleberry, sparkleberry, and elder
berry. Of nuts, we have the walnut, pecan nut, chestnut, hick
ory, hazel-nut, and chincapin. The grape grows luxuriantly in 
every portion of the State. In our woods and swamps enormous 
vines are found, extending to the topmost branches of the tallest 
forest-tree . Around Aiken, about 500 acres are now planted in 
grapes, and the quantity increases annually. The Yines are 
healthy and Yigorous. The silkworm thrives well with us, and 
the morus multicaulis flouri hes without any more care or a"ttcn
tion than any of our forest-trees, and the growth i so rapid that 
the leaves can be used the second year after plantin"'. The tea
plant is successfully cultivated. Of garden products we have 
turnips, carrots, parsnips, artichokes, mustard, bennc; rhubarb, 
arrow-root, water-melons, musk-melons, cucumbers, cabbage", kale, 
salads, peppers, squashes, tomatoes, pumpkin , onions, leek , okra, 
cauliflower, beau , peas, radi bes, celery, &c., &c.-in short, 
almost whatever can be rai ed in any garden in the world. Of 
flowers, we have in our gardens whatever the earth will yield in 
beauty and fragrance. The rose is a hcd"'e-plant the japonica 
blossoms in the open air throu"'hout the wi~ter thd jasmine per
fumes our thickets, and the vi;let borders our r~ad . 

LrvE STOCK.-IIorses and fliules may be purchased here at 
ordinary rates. They are raised without any greater trouble 
than anywhere else. They are stall-fed when they arc working, 
wh1l. t they are mostly allowed to roam the forest a11d provide 
their own support when they arc youno-. 

Cattle are very rarely provided ~vith food or provender, 
excepting the _m~lch cows, ~o. induce them to come home of 
evenrngs for m1lkrng. Nutnt10us grasses fatten them rapidly in 
the summer, whil t in the winter they grow poor from the cant
ness of the herbage. They arc no expense whatcyer; but of 
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greater advantage would it un<loubtcdly be to house and keep 
them properly, as in the colder sections of the Union, for their 
manure and steadier increase would surely pay the farmer band 
somely for his trouble. 

Sheep do well, and are as little expense to the farmer as his 
other stock, being rarely attended to, excepting to learn them to 
know their home. They arc sheared twice in the year. What 
has been said of cattle applic. to them with equal force. 

Swine arc very thriving and prnlific, on account of the supera
bundance of food, which our fields, swamps, and forests furnish 
them. They arc suffered to roam at large, simply bearing the 
mark of the owner, being fed only occasionally, and driven to the 
pen only when wanted for slaughter. 

CosT OF A F Amr.-A good farm may be had in South Caro
lina as cheap as anywhere in the nion, perhaps cheaper. The 
Bureau of Immigration has lands registered at from one dollar to 
five dollars per acre. Farms may be obtained, having buil<lings, 
and fences, and cleared lands enough for a family to work, for 
five hundred dollars and upward, according to the situation and 
improYements. The payments can in all cases be made to suit 
the mean of the purcha er. This being one of the oldest settled 
State , there arc no public lands remaining, but the immigrant 
finds an c tabli heel society, churches, schools, good roads, 
bridge , and an orderly and well-regulated neighborhood where
soever he goes. He will have to expect difficulties and embar
rassments at first; for whoever leaves his old home for the land 
of the stranger, must find things different from what he has been 
11 cd to. But industry, careful management, and patient forti
tude will succeed here as speedily, at least, as anywhere else, in 
acquiring comfort and a competency . 

l\1A:NUFACTURING AND CoM~LERCE.-With the raw material on 
the spot, and water-po,ver and fuel everywhere in abundance, no 
better opening for the establishment of factories can anywhere be 
found than in South Carolina. This must be obvious to all 
reflecting minds. \Ve have the cotton, the most valuable manu
facturino- material in the world, growing in fields on the borders 
of which the stream passes by, where the mill would find an 
effective site; we have the iron ore in abundance, and the fuel 
near at hand, to make our own metal and build our own machin
ery; we have the clay for stoneware and pottery, the fine lrno
lin for porcelain, and the silica for glass, in many portions of the 
State; we have the fine-~raincd and hard woods in our forests for 
all the branches of caburnt-making; and we have an excellent 
and eyer-ready market for all om produce. The port of Charles
ton is connected by a system of railroads with all parts of the 
State and the whole country, the harbor is safe and capacious, 
and is visited by ve sels from all parts of the world. In addition, 
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,,,e have the port of Georgetown, and the magnificent Port 
Royal, situated in a rich and fertile region, enjoying a JJleasant 
antl salubrious climate, deep and capacious enough for the maneu
vers of the largest war-vc sels in the world. 

RAILROADS.-A glance at the map will show that a railroad 
station is within ea y reach of every corner of the State. The 
Charleston and Savannah Railroad connects us with all the prin
cipal Southern cities. The South Carolina Railroad nrns up to 
Columbia the capital of the State, and by a branch to Augusta, 
from then~e fornung a chain of connections with the \Vestern 
States. The Greenville and Columbia Railroad, by its main line 
and several branches, reaches every western and northwestern 
section of the State, and by its connection with the Blue Ridge 
Railroad (which for the present terminates at the German town 
and settlement of"Walhalla, in Pickens District), will in a few 
years unite us with Cincinnati, in Ohio. The Columbia and 
Charlotte Railroad traverses the northern sections of the State, 
and uy the Danville Railroad, terminates in Richmond, Virginia. 
Thd :Northeastern Railroad connects with the \Vilmington and 
l\Ianchester Railroad, and is one of the lines of travel from 
Charle ton to New York. Thus it will be seen, that this State 
has a complete net-work of intercommunication, whilst con_nectin~ 
with every main avenue of the business and travel of this conti
nent by direct lines. 

CITrn AND TowNs.-Charleston and Columbia arc the princi
pal citie. in South Carolina, ~he f~rmer with about _50,_D00, and 
the latter with about 20 000 111hab1tants. In each d1str1ct there 
is a principal town, with 'a court-house and public offices. 

* * * * * * * * 
Town of importance be ides the above, are Summerville, 

Afken, Hamburg, Pendleto1~, \Valhalla (the ?en:nan tow'.~ in 
. Pickens), Statebur~, Blackv1lle, Branchnlle, llluflto~1, _Ila1dee
ville Adams' Run \Villtown, l\Iount Pleasant, l\Ioultr1ev1llc, and 
seve:·al others. A great number of village , with stores and post
oflices, dot the tate in every direction, and every railroad sta
tion i a point of trade. 

C11unc1rns ScuooLs &c.-Every Christian denomination is 
folly represe~ted in tl;e communities of Sou~h Carolina, and tl~c 
Jews have several synagogues. The Catholic Church have thc~r 
houses of worship for their nati,·e congregation,, and also for then· 
Irish French and German congregations. The Protestants are 
mostly Baptist, Presbyterians, Episcopalian , l\lethodists, and 
Lutherans. The latter arc very numerous, have a large numb~r 
of chnrcheR, and are mostly Rupported by the Germans and the1r 
descendants. * * * Every district is entitled to a portion 
of the State appropriation for the support of free school!':, accor<l
ing to its population and taxes. In the city of Charle ton there 
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is a normal school for the education of teachers. An agricultu
ral college is now being established, but the location ha~ no

1
t yet 

been determined upon. In t!ie city of Cl~arle_ ton thei:e 1~ a so a 
German school, and another m \Valhalla, m Pwkens District. 

* * • * * * * * 
On the Savannah there is a monument for the Polish hero, 

Pulaski· on the Santee there is a monument for the German hero, 
De Kalb · and never is the o-reat day of Carolina's glory, the an
niYer, arv' of Moultrie comm~moratecl, without a grateful allu ion 
to the It7ish hero, Jasper. 

As a religions community, Soutl: Carol)na c_an proudly refer to 
her hundreds of churches, that pomt their sp~res to h~a~en from 
her hills and dales everywhere. And not m Phansaical self
rio-hteousness bnt with the truly Christian liberality that knows 
11 ;{ difterencc ;vhatever in sect or creed, uut appreciates the good 
in all. 

Iler system of African slavery enabled her opulent pla1~tcrs_ to 
do without e,·ery other branch of industry but that of cult1vatmg 
the soil. . 

It has been reported that manual labor was not honorable rn 
the South. If this ever was a truth, hard work and steady en:i
ploy have now become fa hionable ;_ and "'.l10ev?r cultivates !us 
fields best, and is personally mo. t mdu tnous, 1s. the. mo t suc
cessful and the o-reatest o-entleman. And the ummgrant, as 
a brother workingman, will be heartily welcomed, and will 1!1~et 
with encoma<rement and friendly offices whereyer he exl11b1ts 
habits of ind u~try, frugality, honesty, and thrift .. And the Caro
linian, furthermore, in teacl, as formerly, prefernng goods from 
abroad, will now prefer an article made at home, an~ feel proucl 
of his choice. \Vhat an opening for the mecha111c of every 
tracle ! Every town, every village in the State, has need of such, 
and will afford them a competency. Let them come ! 

From the February, 1868, Report of the Department of 

Agriculture :-

REAL EsTATE.-Returns represent the decrease in real estate 
to be from 25 to 80 per cent., making t~1e average for the St~te 
about 60 per cent. The cau es are var10_usly stated: general rn
dcbtcdness, scarcity of money, want of reliable laborm:s, great loss 
of capital in slaves, want of capital, unsettled cond1t101~ of the 
country, o-eneral poverty of the people, fear of confiscat1on, and 
negro domination. . 

Union District reports none but worn-out lands, worth little; 
Chester the same, but on trap formation, and can therefore be 
easily /eclaimed by deep plowing, while t~1e wooded lands are 
well timbered. In Spartanburg, woodland 1s seldom sold, except 
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as part of cultivated farms, anu then at fom· to fh·c dollar per 
acre. The upland. ar thin in oil; the gmy-stantlino- drouo-ht 
-i' best fo1· cotton, ancl the reddish for wheat. Georo·~town has 
pine lands, for poor, coar~c pasture, at 50 cents to $1;,:, nch as lie 
near water-carriage arc worth 1.50 to, ·2 for turpentine an cl I umber. 
Few sales are reported in Pickens; asking price from 10 cents to 
$5 for lands that will yiclcl from ten to twenty bushels of corn 
and four to ten of oats, rye, 01· wheat. Abbeville unimproved 
lands arc generally poor ridge and abandonetl lands, at ·2 per 
acre; nmter, light sanely, with clay sub. oil, at 50 cents per acre 
which, if coYcred with piue, are valuable for turpentine; Rich~ 
land, from ,.:1 to '5; much i rnluable only for timber; the oak 
and hickory lands will yield 500 to 1,000 pound cotton, 10 to 20 
bu hels corn, aml 8 to 12 bushels wheat; in York ountv, Kin"''S 
Mountain l:rnds, fit only for coaling and iron workin"', ·are niw 
being operated by two iron companies. l\Iarion has ~uch virgin 
land, Yaluablc for farming, adapted to cotton, corn, rice, &c.; 
heavy pine fore. t~, c:ucely touched, Yalnable for naval store ; 
and swamp lands for oak and cypre,s lumbcr-avcrn"'c price ·2. 
Barnwell report rich alltn-ial swamp lands on w~tcr-courscs, 
cxpcn ive to clear ancl drain, heavily timbered with sycamore, 
cypre,s, poplar, , hort-leaf pine, &c., anu cane-brakes, affording 
rich pa. turage the year round. The oak and hickory lands arc 
less rich, but ea. icr cleared. Pinc lands and banens, kept for 
"range.," are too poor to cultiYate; :wcragc price, 2 per acre. 
Lands rated at O bu. hels corn per acre can ea ily be made to pro
duce much more by a good cultivator, as 000 bushel. E'!weet potatoes 
have been produced on such lantls 1)y rnannring and good tillage. 
Barnwell District, it is claimed, is p<'culiarly adapted to produce 
silks, wines, and fruiti,, and ha railroad and water communication 
to all part of the 'tatc. 

l\11sEnALS.-fron of upcrior quality, in great abundance, is 
found in partanburg, but ouly used for plantation purposes; ore 
is reported in Abbeville. Gold i:;; found in partanburg, in Pick
ens ( where a company is successfully at work, near \Valhalla), in 
Abbeville (where "Horn's gold mine,'' discovered in 1834, has 
already yielded 'l,000,000, and is still worked with profit) ; and 
in York some mines have lately been old to Northern capitalists, 
including ome California miner . Lead, al o, i found in 'partan
burg, copper and silve1· in Pickens, very pure ocher in Abbeville, 
and immense beds of kaolin and superior buhrstonc. Marl in Barn
well contains a large percentage of lime. This district has hat1 
several manufactories of cotton, paper, &c., in profitable opera
tion, and ome arc ~•ct running succc sfully. 

CRoPs.-Cotton I the only special or market crop in Spartan
burg, Union, Abbeville, Sumter, Richland, York (southern part), 
Chester, and :Marion, and raised also, as one among others, in 
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Bamwell. ..1.\.ll testify that at present it is profitlm,s, and in most 
cases a lo. ing crop. Rice has uccu the special crop in Geor"'e
town, but ouly about one-tenth (5,000 tierces) of the foru;'cr 
amount i now raised. Com and wheat arc rrrown in Spartan
burg as a principal crop; also, rye, oats, and c~mmon and sweet 
potatoes for home consumption; the same is true of Abbeville 
and Che ter. In Barnwell, the Irish potato ha. been grown, 
with no m:muring, and little cultivation except mulching, at the 
rate of 400 bushels per acre. In the same o-arden, out of 700 cab-

. bagcs, 500 bore large heads, some of the Early York 42 inches in 
diameter, and other Yegctablcs of proportionate size, all howinrr 
that the soil only needs better culture to produce abundantly. A~ 
the sea on i from four to six weeks earlier than in N cw J crsey 
ma~·kct-ga~·dcn!ng for orthern markets would be profitable a~ 
fnut-growmg m the latter State. The only implement for cul
tivation in Union District is the common one-hor. c plow, and 
there is no machinery for harvesting crops. The yield of farm 
land is generally 300 to 1,000 pounds seed cotton, 8 to 50 bush
els corn, 20 to 40 bu, hcls rice, 4 to 15 of rye, and 10 to 20 of oats. 
Of course, better implements, thorough tillage, and good use of 
marl and otltcr materials and manure, would greatly increase these 
products. 

CORRESPONDENCE, 

The following interesting letter will repay special attention. 

Fairfield District is situated centrally in the State:-

\V1xxsB0Ro', FAIRFIELD D1sTmcr, S. C.,} 
.,-iitgust 12, 1868. 

Sm: * * * The lands in Fairfield District before the war 
averaged $12 per acre; at this tin:e they average about one dollar 
per acre. In most cases plantat10ns now sell for le s than the 
1mprovcmcnts upon them cost. 

A plantation of 750 acres, the buildings upon which cost over 
$5,000, sold lately for $1,050. A farm one mile from ,vinnsboro', 
containing 100 acre , half in woods ancl half in cultivation, with 
orchard, grapcry, fine residence, with ice-house, stablei,, ancl other 
large out-house , besides another farm ettlement, costing certain
ly more than $10,000, ,old for $3,000 ;-payments in one, two, ancl 
three years. 

A large brick hotel, containing stores and office , which cost 
830,000, sold for 8,000, gold-payable in eight annual install· 
mcnts; the rent of which property, exclusive of hotel and stable,; 
for which there is now no demand, amounted to 82,500 yearly. 
Property has often sold at lower prices than the above, which 
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alone occur to the writer at present, and lands often sell as low as 
fifty cents per acre. 

A large portion of the landed property of South Carolina will 
ch:1-nge o,~n~rs ,~ithin_ the next fe,"." years, and will sell at very low 
pnces until 1mm1grat10n causes pnces to ad Yance. 

The land,; <_>f _ this district have be~n v?ry fertile, but they haye 
been greatly ll1Jurcd by careless cultn-at10n and s]aye labor. The 
old fielth-, howcyer, are rapitlly growing up in ]Jines, and in many 
pl~c~s th? land I nearly as prodnctiYc as when fir t cleared. The 
soil 1s chiefly clay, or a gray loam which is the best cotton land. 
Th~ surface is hilly or undulatin"', and is well watered with 
springs and streams runnin..,. into Little River a tributary of 
Broad Hivcr on the west, and into \Vateree Cre~k, a tributary of 
\V ateree River on the ca t. 

Al!no~t any thing which will grow in the temperate zone may 
be ra1secl here. \Vhatever will grow in.Maine or Ore..,.on and nearly 
~very thing ~hat will grow in Texas, may be raised° su~cessfully in 
South Carolma. The fact that the cultivation of the oil bas 
produced wealth more rapidly in this State since its first settlc
m~nt, than.has been the case in any other State of the Union, is 
evidence of the great natural fertility of its soil and the beniO'nity 
of its climate. "' 

Probabl.): a million acres of land, on the banks of the Santee and 
the other nvers and creeks of the State as fertile as the hanks of 
the Nil~, remain utterly valueless for' the want of capital and 
entcrpnse to embank 01· drain them. 

Fairfield District, befo_re the war, produced, annually, about 
20,000 bales of cott~nl :v1th corn and wheat enough to supply its 
people. 13_y a subd1v1 _1011 of plantations, improved cultivation, 
a~d atten_t1011 to a vanety of crops, the value of our products 
might be rncreasecl tenfold . 

vVe need mechanics of all kind and farmers ancl intelli..,.ent 
h• > l C 

w 1te n~en _of any occupation. In the negro we have an abundance 
of unthmkrng an~ unski~led labo~· to last for a long time. Nearly 
every sober and mdu tnous forewner whether shoemaker hlack-

. b "' ' , 
sm1t., carpenter, or farmer, who has come to this district, has 
acqmr_e~l property; and many of them have acquired wealth. Our 
own citizen , too, who have in former years moved to Illinois and 
ot_her N orthwestcrn States, after years of toil in a severe 
?lunate, have had t~eir circumstances improved only by increase 
~n the value of then· lands. If the value of our lands hacl been 
mcrcased by immigration, as was the case there, what a difference 
there would have been in the comparative wealth of the two 
sections! 

The cli~ate is agreeable and healthful. Upon some of the water
courses chills and fever prevail but this disease miO"ht be pre,·ented 
,. d . , "' 
,.,y proper ramage and cultivation. Fairfield, with some other 
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districts in the State, has been noted for the number of large men 
it produces. 

The mineral resources of Fairfield are undeveloped. There arc 
indications of gold and iron-none of coal. The country has been 
much clear~d, but there is still an abundance of timber, as oak, 
hickory, ash, walnut, pine, &c., &c. 

There is, upon some of the strc4ms in this district, water-power 
for mills or factories rarely surpassed. 

The Charlotte and South Carolina, and the Greenville and Co
lumbia railroad, , pa s through the di trict. There are churches 
and schools in every neighborhood. The descendants of settlers 
from Pennsylvania an<l. Virginia constitute about half of our pop
ulation; Scotch, Irish, and their de cenclantR, forming the other 
half, with a few Germaus ancl people from other States. 

Northern men who come to settle among us will be kindly 
received. In this particular, the South has been much misrep
resented. Because unprincipled political adYentnrcrs have been 
here treated with contempt, our feelings have been construed 
falsely into hostility to N orthcrn men. vVe earnestly invite 
laboring men, business men, and professional men, from the North 
as well as from Europe, to come and live among us. 

We believe that by coming here they can benefit them>'elves as 
well as ns and our country. Nothing would more gratify me 
personally, than to learn that a large colony of Northern farmers 
had e~tabfo,hed themselves in South Carolina. Their industry, 
skill, and good sen e would soon place them in the very front 
rank of Soutliemers in every sense of the word. 

Respectfully, 
G. II. .Mc11ASTER. 

F. B. GODDARD, Esq., New York. 

Our correspondent at Aiken writes, under date of August 
10, 1868:-

I would c pecially call your attention to the fact of the remark
able salubrity of this climate (of Aiken and vicinity), in connection 
with the length of the growing-season, and the opportunity for 
preparing farms during the entire winter. The pro pects of a 
rapid increase in population and wealth, as soon as the excitement 
incident to the presidential election is over, is most flattering. 

Mr. J onN A. RAMILTON writes from 

ORANGEBURG, s. c., Auuust 10, 1808. 

* * * The lands of this district are adapted to the most suc
cessful culture of upland cotton, rice, wheat, rye, oats, barley, iu-

26 
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tligo, corn, potatoe , and fruits of every variety, such as peaches 
pears, apples, apricots, quinces, &c. The soil is fertile; and pre: 
vious to the late war, this district afforded wealth equal to any 
in the State. 

The price of labor is regulated by the yield of crops; laborers 
getting in most cases one-third of the crop. 

Climate unsurpassed. Summer extreme heat averaged 85°; 
winter mild and pleasant. 

Timber of every variety-oak, pine, poplar, ash, cypress, cedar, 
walnut, and maple. 

School and religious privileges good. 
The principal settlers of this district are Germans; they are in 

circumstance of comparative affluence, despite the loss of thou
sands of dollars by the war; but there is an admixture of Irish, 
English, and French. 

Mr. C. W. DUDLEY writes us from Bennettsville, Marlboro' 

County, in the northern part of the State, under date of 

August 24, 1868, that -

* * * The county contains a great variety of soil. Where 
it leaves the North Carolina line, the country is hilly, and as you 
pursue it to its southern boundary, you descend, as it were, a suc
cession of steps, until you reach a perfect level. Three-fourths of 
this land is productive, under skillful cultivation. Fertilizers must 
be used all over it, for this whole country has been long under cul
tivation, and its natural strength has been very much impaired. 
* * * Previous to the war, 830 per acre was not considered a 
very high price for lands which harl once been exhausted. Prices 
would now range at from $5 to 810-thouo-h there is not much 
selling going on. The small farmers could not easily be prevailed 
upon to sell their lands-those who never owned slaYes, or who 
worked on their own plantations, do not feel the change that the 
war has brought about, like those whose possessions were much 
larger, and did not work at all. With them, the fall has been 
from a precipice-and they are completely mined-their lands 
can be bought, ancl they are anxious to sell them. * * * The 
negrocs know bow to cultivate cotton, and arc willing to put up 
with very plain accommodations-a piece of fat meat, and a piece 
of com-bread, is all they care for-and as to sleeping, they ask 
for nothing but a cabin and a fire. On the other hand, the work 
is not the best in the world-Cuffee loves to talk with every one 
he sees going along the road-and he is not a very early riser; but 
even with all that, he is a great in titution. The South could not 
do without him, and if the ernploye1· will lay off his coat and go to 
work in the same field, Cuffee will keep up with him. 
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GEORGIA. 

IN all the elements of wealth and prosperity, few States of 
the Union are more abundantly b1essed by nature than Georgia. 
Iler long line of sea-coast, her extensive system of internal 
river navigation, and her numerous deep and capacious har
bors, afford rare advantages for commercial pursuits, and make 
nearly every county in the State accessible by water-craft. 
With such facilities, and with a soil of varied and prolific 
qualities, it is not surprising that the State of Georgia should 
have advanced rapidly in growth and development, and as
sumed a leading position among the Southern States. The 
climate of Georgia, especially of the interior and southern 
portions, is balmy and delightful, and her clear sunny skies 
rival those of Ita1y in beauty and 1oveliness. 

The islands of the coast, stretching from the Savannah River 
to the Florida border, afford an excellent natural breakwater, 
inside of which are smooth and navigable waters, forming a 
safe and delightful coast route for steamers. These islands 
are covered with a light sandy soi1, which produces fine crops 
of cotton of the very best grade. Back from the coast are 
what are called the "tide and swamp lands," suited to the 
culture of rice. The pine lands commence about seventy 
miles from the sea, and these yield immense quantities of 
timber annually. The interior portions of the State contain 
large tracts of a red loam, favorable to the growth of tobacco 
cotton, wheat, corn, &c. Much of this land has been impover
ished by the exhausting system of cultivation formerly pursued 
by the planter; but it can easily be reclaimed by careful fertili
zation and judicious rotation of crops. The northern parts of 
the State are better adapted to the growth of the cereals than 
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for tobacco and cotton, although in some counties, the latter is 
a good crop. 

Georgia presents a rich and attractive field fo1· the geologist. 
Her gold mines have for many years been profitably worked, 
and doubtless will be still more productive as experience and 
science overcome the difficulties which miners have everywhere 
encountered in the treatment of' pyritical and sulphuretical 
ores. The northern counties of the State comprise what fa 
called the mineral belt. A branch mint was located at Dah
lonega m;iny years ago, and was kept in operation until the 
breaking out of the war of rebellion. Capitalists are turning 
their attention to the mineral resources of this region, and 
little doubt is entertained of futnre satisfactory development. 
Iron is also found in considerable quantities, and at various 
points. Already furnaces have been successfully operated, 
and increased enterprise in this direction mnst make the 
manufacture of iron an important interest. 

The water resources of Georgia--for intcrn1tl commerce, for 
motive-power, and for natural irrigation--c:ould hardly be 
more conveniently or more favorably distributed. More than 

fifty rivers water her soil, of which one-fourth are navigable. 
With such facilities for transportation, the products of every 
portion of the State can be floated to the sea-board, and thence 
to most desirable markets. It is estimated that the water
power of Georgia is sufficient to manufacture all the cotton 
grown in the world, and grind all the wheat and corn pro
duced in the Union. 

Before the war, Georgia had become the leading cotton
producing State of the South, and was making rapid strides m 
internal improvements, in educational progres,, and in all that 
contributes to the highest order of civilization. Extensive 
railroad lines connected the interior with the coast; colleges 
and schools were multiplying throughout the State, numerous 

cotton factories were in successful operation, forges and foun
deries lifted their illuminated chimneys in many a valley, and 

the hum of' happy and thrifty industry resounded from mil
lions of broad and sunny acres. 
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The war interrupted all this progress, laid waste many of 
the principal towns and cities of the State, and left the people 
generally in an impoverished condition. Bnt the smiling 
fields, the beautiful streams, the mineral resources, and the 
same sunny skies, are still left as a basis for renewed prosperi
ty aud increased development. Inducements which did not 
exist when Georgia was in her glory, now present themselves to 
the emigrant and settler. Lands are cheap-some of them 
even attainable at mere nominal prices-and the people who 
own them urgently invite industrious men to come and occupy 

them. 
We copy the following from an article respecting the .. Con

dition and Resources of Georgia," prepared by Rev. C. W. 
How.A.RD, of that State, and published in the Report of the 
Department of Agriculture:-

The State of Georo-ia covers an area of fifty-eight thousand 
square miles. It is the_ la:g_e t of the_ old States east of the Mis
sissippi River, except V1rgm1a, extendmg throu~h more ~ha1~ four 
degrees of latitude, and five of longitude. It 1s ~qual m size to 
England and \Vales, and larger than Ilolland, Belgrnm, Denmark, 
and Switzerland united. 

The following statistics are condensed from the census of 1860, 
and the Comptroller-General's repor~ for 1866. The population 
of Georgia in 1860, was 591,588 ~bites, 3,500 free colored, aml 
462,198 slaves; total, 1,057,286, bemg 18.2:3 to the square mile. 

Of farms of more than 1,000 acres there _we1:e, m 186?, 902, 
being a much greater number of farms of tlus size t}ian rn a~1y 
other State. The average number of acres to the farm 11_1 Georgia, 
is 430. The numbe1· of farms is 62,000; acres of land improved, 
8 062 758 · of land unimproved, 18,587,732. 
'Th~ pr~ducts of the State in 1860 were: tobncco, 910,318 

pounds; sugar, 1,167 hogsheads; hemp, 31 tons; pcas
1 

an~ beans, 
1,765,21-! bushels; cotton, 701,840_ bales of 40b0 p

1
ouuc sf. t 

Affected by the terrible casualties of war_, y o so proper y, 
by the almost entire loss of two consecutive crOJ?S, the peo_ple 
of Georgia have still not "despaired of the republic." Leavm~ 
public affairs to the management of th?sc wh~ have control of 
them, they have addressed themselves with sublime e~lClJsY t_o the 
work of reconstructing their lost fortunes.. If they fail, it w1~l _be 
from the operationof causes beyond their reach. Bnrned c_1t1es 
and villages have been rebuilt, every railroad bas _been repaired! 
and is again in running order, new railroads are m progress of 
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construction, factories have been rebuilt and new ones on a 
larger scale will soon be completed, the ~Id mines are worked 
n,n~ everywhere in the mining reg:ion new shafts are being sunk'. 
F ~ulnre from ca ons and defective labor have but served to 
stimulate the farmer and planter to greater exertion . There ha 
been no whining, no ~loom, no p~·o tration. The people ee that 
they made a great mistake, and m tead of merely deploring the 
past, they are determined to make the best of the future. It is 
an exhibition of elasticity under misfortune which can be present
ed only by the Anglo-Saxon race. 

Climate,. geological formation, and products, naturally divide 
the tate mto northeastern, northwe tern, middle, southeastern 
and outhwestern Ge?rgia. Each ~c!ion differ 1;llaterially fron{ 
the other. In fact, it _woul~ be difficult to pomt out another 
country of equal extent 111 whic~ so ~reat a variety of soil, climate, 
and prouucts can be found as m the State of Georgia. In one 
extr~me arE: produced oran~c , lemons, banana , olives, and other 
tropical frmts; the other yields all the products of the orthern 
States. O~e cause of this variety is the different elevation of the 
severa~ ect~ons. The ~own of Marietta, in Cobb County, about 
300 miles distant by railroad from the coast, i twelve hundred 
feet above the level of the ocean, the country descending from it 
north, west, and ?nth. There is scarcely a plant of value to man, 
except_ coffee, which can no~ be grown succes fully in Georgia. 
'l;'here 1s n?t a_ metal of material use in the arts, except tin and pla
tmum, which 1~ not t:ou1;1d ~n workable quantity in thi tate. It 
therefore contam withm itself all the essential elements of inde
pen~e1;1ce in _a remarkable degree, i~ capable of producing all the 
reqms1te articles of food and clothmg, and most of the luxuries 
for a very large populatio!1, and po scsses abunuant water-power 
to r~n all nece ~ary machmery: -~Vith sufficient capital and pop
ulat10n, and with a proper d1vis1on of labor nothin<T need be 
bi:ought from abroad but c?ffe~, while the cottod, rice, hfmber, and 
mmeral products would give 1t a large export trade. 
~ orthcastern G?orgia i primitive in its formation, limestone 

bemg found only m a few scattered localities. This section is 
strictly mountainous, ome of the mountain peaks bein<T of <Treat 
elevation. The summer climate i delightful in tempe1~ture~ and 
perf~ctly h~althy. The scenery well repay the attention of the 
tour1 t, as m no part of the United States i it finer. The creek 
and river lands arc rich, I)roducin<T fine cro1)s of grass and <Train 

h·1 0 0' , 
W 1 c the uplands. arc &cnerally rollin<T and comparatively thin. 
The markets for this ect10n arc Athens and Atlanta. o railroad 
pa. through it, though several are in contemplation and will be 
built. The farm ~re generally small, and the lands cheap. 
N orthcastern ~eorgia has felt the effects of the war less than 
any other port10n of the State. 
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Northwestern Georgia, touching both Tennes ee and Alabama, 
is one of the most a<huirable portions of the United States. It is 
a blue limestone region, bounued by the Chattahoochee River on 
the south, the primitive mountains on the ea t, and Lookout 
Mountain on the we t, touching the Tenne ec River on the north. 
It is the connecting link between the Great ,V c t and the At
lantic. The Etowah, Coo awattee, Connas:J.Uga, Chickamauga, 
Oostai:aula, Chattanooga, ancl Coosa pass through it. Th~ Coo a 
is navigable from Rome to the falls above Wetumpka, rn Ala
bama. The attention of capitalists is being turned to these 
obstruction,-, and when they are removed, which must ere long 
be the ca. e, navi<Tation will be uninterrupted from Rome to 
Selma and lobile~ The Oostanaula is navigable from Home to 
Callio~n for small steamboats. The hcacl-waters of this rirnr 
can be connected by a canal with the Tennessee !liver, and a 
<Tlance at the map will show the national importance of this grand 
~·orkof internal improvement. The want of this canal, anu these 
ob trnctions on the Coo a arc all that now prevent watci· commu
nication between East Tenne sec and l\-1obilc, and the three tatcs 
are deeply interested in opening this communication with the 
least possible delay. 

The great railroad trunk, the Western and Atlantic road, built 
by the 8tatc, passc through the heart of this section from Chat
tanoo<Ta to Atlanta. Besides thi the Dalton and Selma Railroad 
will sion be completed. A short railroad connects Rome with 
the We tern and Atlantic road at ICingRton. The products of 
northwe tern Georgia can be transported by direct lines of rail
roau to Charleston, Savannah, and Mobile toward the south, 
and a hville and Knoxville towanl the north. 

Before the war, there were several flourishing town. , but Cass
ville, formerly having a population of t_wo to three t)1ousand, ,~,a~ 
burned during the war, not a hon e bcmg left standm~. !lfa~·1ct
ta was greatly injured. Rome escaped with co1,11parat1vely little 
loss, and ha regained its former prosperity. This place (lfomc), 
situated at the confluence of the Etowah and Oo tanaula rivers, 
and remarkable for the beauty of its situation, mu t, from it con
nections and the great Jertility of the surrounding country, become 
a town of considerable importance. 

The river and valley land of northwc tern Georgia are very 
fertile and comparatively fresh, as the Inuians were rcmoYed in 
1839. ' The valleys vary in width, from one-fourth of a mile to 
two miles. In 1860, the e river and valley lands readily com
mandcu from ten to seventy-five dollar per acre; now they can 
be bou<Tht much cheaper, as this section suffered more from the · 
war th~n any other portion of Georgia. \Vheat yields from seven 
to thirty bushels per acre, and i usually sowed on stoc~ land, 
without plowing. The ground is not manured, except m rare 
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instances, and then on small lots. A large amount of wheat was 
annually shipped from this section to .r ew York, where it com
manded the highest prices, not only from its excellence, but from 
its being so much in advance of the orthern crops. Corn ranges 
from twenty to fifty bushels per acre, the land being broken up 
with a one-horse plow, and noL manured. With manure and deep 
plowing, as much corn per acre can be macle in this section as 
from any similar lands in the United State . Clover and the 
grape grow well. Ou the Etowah River, and in those Yalleys 
in which the oil contains sand, cotton yields as much per acre as 
in any part. of the State. 

The climate i· agreeable, being bracing in winter, and cool in 
summer, though not so cool as in the mountainous J>Ortion of 
northea tern Georgia. It is perfectly healthy, except in the 
vicinity of sluggish creeks, where there is a liability to chills and 
fever. The water-power is abundant, and is frequently found on 
the line of the railroads. Bituminous coal of excellent quality is 
extracted near the Tennessee line, and iron ore, lime, cement, slate, 
and white marble abound. But of these more will be said here
after. 

The writer i familiar with the Middle and X orthern tates, and 
bas trayclcd extensively in Europe, and doe not hesitate to say 
that he has not een a section of country in which ProYidence bas 
heaped together so large a number of thinO'S desirable for the 
comfort and prosperity of man, as in northwe tern Georgia. 
Reference is made to natural adYantages, as oil, climate, variety 
ofproducti-, and access to markets, with the qualifications of dis
comfort which mu t ncces,::nily exist inn, new country. Mi<ldlc 
Georgia extends north and south from the Chattahoochee RiYer 
to the flat pine woods which reach from the coast about one hun
dred miles inland. There are no mountain range , the surface 
being gently and pleasantly undulat.ing. Large portions of this 
section were originally very rich, being covered with wild pea
vines and nutritious grapes; but they have been scourged by bad 
cultivation, and are worn and gullied to a deplorable degree. 
The average product, without. manure, is now about 500 JlOunds 
of seed-cotton, seven to ten bushels of corn, and five to seven 
bushels of wheat per acre. Manure acts well upon them, and it 
is easier to restore an acre of these lands to their original fertility 
than to clear an acre of new ground. • 

Before the war, lands in middle Georgia averngecl, perhaps, ten 
<lollars per acre, but they would not now command half of that 
price. A large amount of these lands will be left this year un
cultivated, from the impos ibility of obtaining reliable labor. Most 
of middle Georgia is quite healthy, the winter being mild, and the 
summer warm, though not so bot a, to interfere with white labor, 
which can be used to advantage. The climate is incomparably 
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better · winter and summer, than that of the Northwestern tates, 
toward which the stream of emigration is so larg ly tume?. 

The principal rivers arc the Savannah and it: tributanes, the 
Oconee, Ockmulgee, Flint, anJ <:Jhattahoochee. The _avannah i · 
n::wi.,ablc to Auo-usta. The nvcrs are bordered with bottom 
land~ of great fertilit.y, covered with the most valuable kinds of 
timber · but these arc O'enerally liable to OYei-flow, and have not 
been r~claimed, though protection against. overflow i pcrfe~tly 
practicable. These bottom lands arc some tunes four or five miles 
wide with a soil of great depth, and there arc probably more 
acres' of rich unreclaimecl swamp-lands in micldlc and southern 
Georgia than the whole of the kingt~om of I~ollar~d. They require 
capital and labor, but when reclaimed, will yield more than a 
bale of cotton to the acre, or may be converted into beautiful 
meadows of herdsgrass or timot.hy. This de. cription of land 
would probably not now command more than one Llollar per acre. 
The ri,·er arc navigable during the winter by mall teamers, 
and durin(T all the summer, timber can be floated to the coa t . 
In conseq~cnce of the increasing scarcity of mahogany, European 
attention ha already been turned to the c lands as a ource o~ 
supply of white-oak, ash, gum, walnut, &c., to be used for furm
ture and one Bel()'ian company ha now an agent procuring these 
kinds of wood. The timber on this vast extent of bottom land 
would more than pay the purcha e, ~rainage, emb~nkment, and 
clearin()' and leave the purchaser a pnncely farm without cost. 

The '%·incipal to\r-ns of mi<ldlc Georgia are Au~usta, .J_\tl::tnta, 
Macon, Columbus, and Athen . All of the town of Georgia hav~, 
to a great ~legree, rccovere~ from t)1e effect.s of the war, and busi
ness is active and rents high. City property suffered compara
tively little, ex'cept in.Atlanta, which was almost ent~rely de troye~. 
The rapidity with w)1ich thi_s city has been rebui_lt 1s almo t ma~1-
cal · two years a<To 1t. was literally a heap of rums, now scarcely 
thc'scars of the ~ar are left. Both its bu incss and population 
(now 20,000) are greater than before. 

There are four male colleges ancl a large number of female colle
ofate institutions in middle Georgia, and most of them have able 
faculties and arc in a prosperous condition. . 

This part of Georgia ~s a 1;1ctwork of railroads, ot: which there 
are upward of 1,400 miles 111 the State, Atlanta. bemg the great 
center. There are now four lines of railroads from Atlanta, and 
two others in process of construct.ion; three from Augusta, Macon, 
and Columbus, ancl two from avannah. The road from .l\Iacon 
to Brun wick, soon to be completed, mu t be the great thorough
fare by which the trade of Chicago will find its way to the outh 
American markets. 

Southeastern Georgia comprises the flat pine region, and the 
rice and sea-islands on the coast. The pine land i:; very poor, 
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and is valuable only for range and timber. The rice and sea
island lands were, before the war, extremely valuable, but have 
since depreciated greatly, as they can be worked only by negroes. 
These lands, especially the rice land , are too sickly to he the 
permanent home of the white man, and the farmers formerly spent 
their summers in traveling, or on occasional healthy spots in the 
pine woods, within reach of their plantations. They can be con
verted into meadows of the finest quality, and will yield heavy 
crop of clover, timothy, lucerne, and herdsgrass. The \Vest 
India market is near, and the product of an acre of good hay will 
sell for more money, after deducting expenses, than that of an 
acre of rice. 'l'he grasses require no labor after sowing, until after 
hay harvest, and the whole crop can be saved before the sickly 
sea on commences. This work could be done by white men. 
These lands are as rich as the delta of the Nile. 

Savannah is the chief' seaport of the State. Bn inc s in that 
city is very active, and property has adntnced in price. The vot
ing population is con iderably larger than before the war. Bruns
wick, perhaps, now offers the most promising results to enterprise 
of any southern town. Its harbor is one of the finest on the At
lantic coast, and the railroad from Macon, the early completion 
of which is now secure, must give it much importance. The lum
ber trade alone would make it a city of considerable size. 

Southwestern Georgia is in the tertiary formation, resting on 
what is called the bottom limestone. This is the great cotton 
region of the State, and, perhaps, the best in the whole South. 
The product per acre is not equal to that of the bottom lands of 
the South we t; but the crop is so certain, the climate so suited to 
the cotton plant , the soil so ea ·ily cultivated, the liability to dis
ca es of the plant is so small, and it products can so readily 
be sent to market, that it may be safely said to be the best cot
ton region of the whole South. Some of the plantin~ interests 
are very large; one gentleman, during the war, 1s said to 
have cnltiYated twelve thousand acres in corn, cotton being pro
hibited. 

Southwestern Georgia is comparatively a new country, and was 
but recently the home of the Creek Indian. The great value of 
the Janel secured at once a den e population, and towns ancl rail
roads were built, and an immense extent of land opened for culti
vation. Besides being fresh, the land is quite level, and is easily 
worked, the usual allowance for cultivation being sixty acres in 
cotton and corn to the hand. So entirely has this region been 
devoted to cotton, that but little attention has been given to grain; 
corn, however makes a good return, and the occasional experi
ments with wheat have been sati. factory a to quantity and qual
ity. It is certain that the farther south we go, where wheat will 
grow, the heavier is the grain, and sixty-four pounds to the bushel 
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is not an unusual weight for wheat in lower Georgia. It is cut 
early in l\Iay. Sugar-cane (not sorghum) grows well, each planter 
usually making his own sirup and sugar. A really thrifty farmer 
in southwestern Georgia need buy very little to eat or wear, as he 
can raise his own meat, corn, wheat, cotton, wool, sugar, sweet 
potatoes, rice, and tea, besides every variety of vegetables grown 
at the N ortlJ. 

Prior to 1861, good plantations commanded 20 to ~0 per 
acre, but it is doubtful whether the average woulcl now be higher 
than 5 per acre. 

Some J)Ortions of southwestern Georgia are healthful, while oth
ers are quite malarious, and white men especially are liable to 
disease. The water is generally bad, and in the sickly J)Ortions 
white labor of unacclirnatecl persons during the summer would 
not be safe. 

The rivers are the Flint, navigable to Albany, and the Chatta
hoochee, navigable to Columbus. Tlu·ee railroads pass through 
this region, connecting it with the Gulf, the ocean, and middle 
Georgia. Columbus is a growing city, of 10,000 inhabitants, ·with 
an immense water-power, but partially in use. It is estimated 
that the water-power of Columbu is much greater than that at 
Lowell. Albany, Americus, ancl Cuthbert, are thriving towns. 

After this general survey of the State, the following pa1ticulars 
will be of interest:-
. AoRICULTURE.-The agriculture of Georgia has been in some 

respects bad as it could be. There has been no deficiency in in
telli1J._ence, but it has been wrongly directed; nor of energy, for 
the Georgia cotton planter, as a general rule, was among the most 
energetic of men; nor of income, so far as immediate returns were 
concerned; but there was a great deficiency as to comfort and 
the permanent prosperity botli of the planter and the State. Land 
was hardly regarded as capital, to be increa eel, but rather as part 
of current expenses, and the negro was the capital. But the land 
was something to be used until it was worn out, then sold for a 
trifle, and abandoned, and the former owner moved to new land 
in the west, there to repeat the same proces . The course of cul
tivation has been generally cotton and corn until the land refusell 
to bring remunerative returns of either, when it was rested with 
small grain. In a rolling country, of which sand forms a large 
constituent, and therefore very liable to wash, the life of the soil 
was very brief, and a few years of this cultivation rendered it use
less, and it was then turned out to be grown up with briars, 
broom-sedge, and old field pines. Two-horse plows were rarely 
used, and manure was seldom applied to any crop, except cotton
seed, on corn and wheat. Hancock County and some of the adja
cent counties should be an exception to the above general remarks. 
There a course of improvement had commenced, in the ad Yance 
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of which was _Mr. David Di~kson, of Sparta, who planted nine 
hundred acres m cotton and eight hundred in corn besides small 
grains, the whole of the 1,700 a~res being manured: the com with 
cotton-seed, ~nd the cotton with guano, at an annual cost of 
$10,000. This gen~leman made _money in the right way, his crops 
were heavy, and }us land was improved both in condition and 
salable value. Throughout the State there were similar isolated 
examples. The remarks made on the system of ao-riculturc in 
Georgia are of general and not universal application.

0 

vV c may thank God that our generous mother-earth, oblivious 
of_ the wrongs clone her hr her children, will richly repay every 
:filial effort. The losses of the planters have been terrible but 
with a climate so ~eni~l, a soil ~o impro_vable and yielding' pro
ducts so valuable, it will be thcll" fault 1f under a new organiza
tion of labor, and a new system of ao-ricnlture they do not attain 
more than their former pro perity. 

0 

' 

THE F1rnEDHE:N.-ln many respects the conduct of this race of 
people, since the war commenced to the present time has been 
most remarkable. Their behavior durinCY the war was ;dmirable. 
The wives and children of the confcder~te soldiers were at their 
mercy; they knew perfectly well that their freedom would be the 
result of the success of the Federal arms · no white men were left 
at home, out of tlic cities, but infirm men' and exempts, neither of 
w)1om were to be feared, yet never were the plantations more 
faithfully worked, never were the negroes more industrious or 
more deferential to their mistresses and the children of their mas
ters. The South owes them _a debt o1: gratit~d~, and all reflecting 
and good men acknowledge it, and will pay it if left free to act. 

After the abolition of slavery it was feared that the ne"'roes in
toxicated with their new found liberty would rush inU> ex~ess 
and riot. Th~ fear was unfounded, and ;v~th few exceptions, they 
have been qmet and respectful; but then' freedom has develop
ed the inherent defects of the race,-indolencc, and want of 
thought _fo_r the morrow. Hence, in many parts of tho State, they 
are umv1lhng to mak~ co~tracts_ for farming labor, to be paid at 
t~e end of the year, m k_m~ or m money, their food being pro
vided. They are more willmg to wo~kwhen they can be paid by 
the week or month, as they thus obtam ready money. This diffi
culty in making contracts occurs to tho greatest extent on the sea
coast. In one instance, on a rice plantation on which 1 000 acres 
of rice was planted last year, :fifty acres wer~ cultivated 'and when 
the rice was ready for harvest every negro left the pla~e, the rice 
was not harvested, and both the planter and the neCYroes lost the 
entire crop. For that very large interest the ownerthis year has 
been able to contract_ f~r but twenty hands. In many other in
stances, they are unwillm(7 to contract to labor for more than two 
days in the week. In v~ry many cases planters have failed to 
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obtain any hands at all, and thus large plantations are left wholly 
uncultivated. 

This kind of labor, defective as it is, is rapidly diminishing in 
Georgia; comparatively few negro infants will be hereafter raised. 
Infanticide was often preYented on large plantations with extreme 
difficulty by the most vigilant care of the mistress. Now, relieved 
from the control, and unwilling to be burdened with the expense 
and care of children, when they can hardly support. themselves, 
this crime has become more frequent. Thousands, both of chil
dren and adults, ha,'e died from disease and exposure, it being 
their delight to collect about the towns and cities, where they 
contract vices and diseases; besides, every railroad train during 
this wint~r, ha~ been loaded with negroes going to the ,Vest, un
der pronuse of mcreascd wages, and the unfortunate people have, 
in many cases, been made the subjects of infamous speculation. 
It is estimated that 25,000 negroes have left South Carolina this 
winter for Florida and the We. t, and the number which have left 
Georgia is mnch greater, as, for some time, the average number 
pa sing through Atlanta has been 1,000 daily. This depletion of 
labor stilt actively continues, and it is a matter of increasing im
portance to the planters. They offer ten to twelve dollars per 
month, besides food, house, :firewood, and land for a garden, but 
the negroes arc promised more in the ,Vest, and accordingly emi
grate. 'fherc must be a cc ation of this emigration, ancl au 
increased disposition on the part of the negrocs to labor for rea
sonable prices, or the introduction of new and reliable labor must 
follow. If neither of these alternatives occur, a very larCYe pro
portion of the be t cotton and rice lands in the older cotto; States 
must be wholly unproductive. 

Corro T.-The cotton crop of Georgia in 1860, was 701,840 
bales; that of 1866, is estimated at 200,000 bales, a decrea~e of 
501,84'0 bales. A considerable portion of this decrease is owing to 
an unpropitions sea:;,on, but much more to the diminished quantity 
of land planted, and tho defective labor employed in its cul ti ,·ation. 
Large cotton plantations will cease to exist in Georo-ia, except in 
rare instances. During the last year, in a few cases, l~rge planters 
have made a little money OYer expenses. In most ca es, however, 
there has been a positive and heavy logi:1. As an illustration, one of 
our most skillful planters borrowed '40,000 to enable him to con
duct his two plantations-one of rice, the other of cotton. Ilis 
whole crop solcl for '20,000, a lo s of .20,000 on the year•~ work. 

The experiment of conducting large rice and cotton plantations 
with the present system of labor has proved a failure, and few 
planters will again venture the experiment. 

A plantation working 100 hands, and 60 to 70 mules, requires 
a very large outlay in advance, ancl such is the insecurity of labor, 
so little do the negroes observe the obligations of contracts, that 
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after all his outlay in the way of mules, tools, provisions, &c., the 
planter may be left in the midst of the crop without a hand to 
work it. Under the most favorable circumstances the cotton crop 
of Georofa the comin<T year must be yery small. The decrease of 
hands (between 12 a;d 65 year of age) employed since 1863, has 
been 139 988. Is cotton, then, to cease to be a staple crop of 
Georgia ?

1 

Certainly not. It. must, however, be ~rea~ly (~i~in
isbed for a term of years, until the system of cultivation 1s im-
proved, and a Dl:ore rel~able form oflabor introduced. . 

Having experienced its value, the human race can not chspense 
with the cotton plant. The writer quotes from an acl<lress deliv
ered by himself some y~ars since:-_" I_n the variety of it~ uses, in 
its employment of multiform labor, m 1ts general economical rela
tions to the State, in its capacity for the support of a dense popu
lation, this plant is certainly, of its kind, the most bountiful boon 
of a kind Providence." 

In despite of the o-loomy present, cotton must be made, but for 
a term of years, at 

0

least, on small farms and with a mixed hus
bandry. One idea is as hurtful to the soil as the brain. 

It is true that cotton is the least exhausting of all plowed or 
hoed crops. How can it be otherwise when every thing is return
ed to the soil except the mere lint and cotton? The leaves and 
stalks arc of course returned. The source of nutriment of the 
plants is largely atmospheric. The seeds arc an excellent manure 
for wheat and corn after cotton thrives remarkably, almost as if 
it were directly manured. There is not a cotton-seed oil mill in 
Goorgia, but the seecl in its crude state is heaped up for manure, 
while a portion of it is sent to England and to the orth to be 
manufacturcll into an oil equal to olive for the table, and admirable 
for lubrication in its clarified state, and the manure of animals fed 
from the oil-cake is superior, accon'ling to English experiments, 
to that of animals fed even upon our Indian corn, which ranks 
next in value. In a rolling country with a decided element of sand 
in its composition, land cultivated in cotton and com fo!· a 
succession of years will wash and become exhausted and gullied. 
But this is the fault of tlie farmer, and not of the plant ; any hoecl 
or plowed crops, steadily repeated, would produce the same 
results. 

Two-thirds of the strictly cotton lands of Georgia can be culti
vated by white labor. Iii some sections it might be necessary to 
be careful about workin<T in the midday's summer sun. But what 
is this loss compared with the loss of a winter, when the soil is 
covered with snow or locked up with ice? Nothing in Georgia 
interferes with agricultural labor in winter but rain, of which it 
has no unusual share as compared with other portions of the 

United States. 
The rainy days of winter are scarcely sufficient to get every 
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thing ready in the way offencin<T mendin<T &c for snrin<T Bk 
• o, o> •, F o• 

manure and deep plo"'.'rng, an acre of the e uplands rn IIancoc 
County, worth, accordmg to average Yalue, five dollars in 1860, 

has been made to produce 3,000 pounds of seed cotton or 1 000 

pounds of clean cotton, at present prices worth three' hundred 
~ollars. Any tolerable hand can cultivate ten acres, equal, accord
mg to the above product, to three thousand dollars. This is 
an extreme result, both of prices and products but is now within 
reach of the skillful and in<lustrious laborer_ ' 

In ~he older and healthier portions of the cotton region of 
Georgia a farm of one to two hundred acres can be bou<Tht now 
at from one to fiv_e dollars per acre, including comfort~ble im
proyements-a p_nc_e, perhaps, not one-tenth of the original cost 
of fences and bmklmgs. Suppose a laboring man, with money 
enough to buy such a farm, a1~d also w~th money enough to buy 
guano or superphospbate of lime sufficient to manure ten acres 
for_ cotton, say a capital of twelye to fifteen hundred dollars. 
This ten acres he can easily cultivate, besides raising his own 
meat, corn, wheat, &c.; when the cotton is matured his wife and 
children can pick it ~or him. II_e is .at no expense' but his own 
!abor, and that .of bis own family. By degrees, as his means 
~ncrease, anc'. as he can procure reliable labor, his operations are 
mcreased, with nearly equal profits. Is there any other mode of 
farming in which he can earn so much? 
. vVe 11;1ust hav~ whit~ labor, ~nd there are three ways by which 
its atta111ment IS possible. Fu t to try foreirrn immi<Tration 
TJ f h . . ' 0 "' • 

1e e:\'.penses o t .e rmm1grants, for the present at least, must be 
prepaid. Where IS ~he money to .come from? The planters 
can not ad ,·.ance sufficient money to secure household wants from 
abroad. 

N o~thern companies m~y buy up large bodies of land, divide 
them mto small lots, and either sell or rent to tenants-an invest
ment, at present prices of 1'lnd, of the most profitable nature but 
requiring heavy capital ' 

~eorgia land-owners may divide their own tracts, and put up 
cab~ns an~l lease for a t~rm ofyearR, say from ten to twenty, with 
a st11~ulat10n ~s to rotation of crops and manure, according to the 
English practLCe. If a planter is willing to sell his land for ten 
dollars per acre, he .can afford to lease at one dollar per acre 
annual rent, which would be ten per cent. on the price of his lanl 
The latter would be the bes~ arra1~gement for him, if practicable. 
The second, as soon as public affairs arc settled will probably be 
th? m~st fe_a ible. . But in either event we must 'go back (pos. ibly 
fo~ wai cl) fi om la1ge farms to small; our pre ent labor demands 
this. Afterward, und~r a ne_w s;rstem of labor, there may be a 
return to large plantat10ns, with mcreascd results. 

GRAIN.-The product of corn in Georgia is in proportion to the 
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labor bestowed upon it. The highest known yield of corn was 
that produced by Dr. Parker, of Columbia, South Carolina, who 
made two hundred and twelve bushels and some qua1-ts from an 
acre of b.ncl. The ground from which this immcns~ re~urn was 
receh·ccl was scarcely an average sample of. the. soils m _South 
Carolina :wcl Georgia. It shows what 1s poss1bl~ m our climate, 
under high culture. The danger to the crops 1 from drought, 
the effect of which can be measurably ob,·iated by deep plow
ing, early planting, an,l early varieties of seed. Fair crops even 
last ycanvcre made by those persons who planted early and used 
N orthcrn seed corn. The pre ent product ranges from scycn 
to fifty or sixty bushels per acre, according to soil, seasons, and 
culture. \Vith the cultivation and manuring common to good 
farmers at the T orth, an average of fifty bushels of corn to the 
acre can be produced one year with another. Heretofore the land 
has been rarely manured. The ground is broken generally with 
a one-horse coulter-plow (both plow and stock genera11y made on 
the farm), to an average depth of three to four inches. Is it a 
wonder that lands so treated shoult1 suffer from drought, and pro
duce mall crops? The pea crop planted in between the rows of 
corn, it is estimated, will, of a fair year, cover the expense of 
cultirntion of both cropi::. . 

"\Vhcat i. u ually sowed on stalk land after the corn is gather
ed, and without pr~vious plowing. Alrr.im,~ the 0!1ly manure 
applied to tl~is crop 1s cotton-seed, ai~d tlns 1. ~one m comp;:i~·a
tin)l y rare 1nstanceR, but always with beneficial effect~. I~e 
only in ta.nee in the tatc, iu_ the knowledge of the ~\'nter, m 
wluch wheat was sowed on an 11wertcd clovc1· sod, was m Harton 
County. The yield was forty bu~hels to the '.1-c.:re. In another in
stance in Hancock County, m nuddle Georgia, wheat gowccl on a 
well tttrnecl Bermuda gra s sod produced thirty bushels to the acre. 
The chief casualties to which wheat is ubjcct arc i::mut ancl ru t. 
The former can be effectually prevented by soaking the sce_d in a so
lution of blnci::tone; the latter, to a good degree, by, owmg early 
varieties of bcarllcc1 wheat, as it is only late wheat which is effect
ed by ru t. Good bottom land in m~<ldle and upper Georgia 
bas frequently produced twenty to thirty bu;;hels to the acre. 
But at prc;;ent, from imperfect culture, the absence. of n:anure, 
and the prominence given to cotton, the average y1ckl 1s very 
small not more than six or seven bushel:, per acre. The earliness 
at wl;ich the wheat crops mature in Georgia always secures the 
best prices. .rT cw flour can be shipped from this State some time 
before the K orthcm wheat harvest begins. 

T,rn GRASSEs.-On all lands iri Georgia,·with a good ~r)'." subs?il, 
clover will grow well, if the soil be naturally or art1fic1ally nc)1 
enough. In northwestern Georgia,. on fresh l:tnd, cl?vc1: does a<lm1-
rably. In middle and lower Georgia a heavy manurmg is generally 
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nece sarf, the ?ost of "·hich !Ilay be repaid by its application to 
wh~at ,nth which the clover 1s sowed. It must be lightly grazed 
dun~g. the heat o~ summer, but grazing may be commenced in 
Apnl, m~crr_upted 1~1 July and August, and resumed in 'cptem
ber, contmumg_ until J a_nuary. '.fhe stuhhle-fields will carry the 
sto?k well clm1~g the mtcrrupt10n. IIercbgrass and timothr 
thnve well on nch bottom lands of a close texture throuo-hout 
the. tate. The mo.st valua?le or all forage plants is lu~erne. 
Tlns grn:YS as wcll m Georgia as m France, and in the quantity 
and qnality of the hay produced i, unrivaled. On lann made 
very rich it may be cut iiYc times during the summer yiel<lino- a 
ton at .ca?h cutting, commencing in April. The pric~ of hay o-in 
Georgia 1s nc:vcr less than twenty dollars per ton ; now it is 
more than twice that amount. 

On manured uplands, blu~-grass, m?adow, oat-grass, orchard 
grass, vernal grass, gr~nv durmg the wmter .. If the e arc kept 
shut up from J nne until December, and stock 1s then turned upon 
th_cm, hor cs, mules, cattle, and hecp will need no other foocl, and 
will keep fat. They thus do their own mowino- and hay rai i1w. 
:what a diminution of cxp~n e in tock-raisint "\Vhat a savi,~ 
m costly hams. "\Vhat a srngnlar aclvantao-c of climate . 
. If it will 1?ay to rr:anurc 3: meadow on which the expense of cut

tmg and curmg hay 1 to be rncmTcd, anc1 also of barn to Rtorc it in 
much more will it pay to manure Janel for winter pa, ture on whicl: 
an cq.nal amou:nt of stock is kept, without after cxpcns~. ,\'hen 
l~ncl 1 m3:<lc rich and so,,etl clown to winter gra 1-, it is quite po -
s1blc to rmse. good cattle, colts, aml sheep, without any other ex
pen e than mterc t on laud, salt, and ocea ional attention. If 
these winter pastures arc laid down in thinned woodland the addi
tional ad rnntage is derived of doino- away with dead' capital in 
woodland, beside _fe?cling_ a numhifr of hogs, as the acorn and 
che, tnut rarely fin! m tlnnnecl and pastured woodland . Ber
muda gra. s will be spoken of in conncetion with Rheep-raisi1w. 

FRnT.-The peach-tree in Georo-ia is lono--livecl and subiect, to 
f, 1. '"' 0 J 

ve~·y _cw c 1scascs, and the fruit}s largely used in fattening llO!!S. 
Sluppmg early peaches to the Northern markets must become an 
important business near the lines of railroads on the coa,;t. 

It is to be regretted that the experiments in vineyards have not 
been more ucces ful. The e experiment were cxten, ivc i::pir
ited, and cxpen ivc, but they lrnve generally been abancloned. 
The Catawba has been almo t cxelusivcly used, and pos ibly some 
other grape may be found better suited to the soil and climate. 

It was at one time suppo eel thaL goocl winter apples and penrs 
could ~1ot be gr?wn in Georgia, bnt since attention has been pai1l 
to natJYC cccllmg , fine and good keepiiio- varieties of the fruits 
h b "d'. M ave cen raise . fhc writer has seen together upon the tahle, 
pears and apples of different year's growth. ltis a surprising result, 

27 
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that the best region for producing good winter apples is the poor 
and sandy belt just above the fall of the rivers iu middle Georgia, a 
section so poor that, in the vernacubr, it "will not sprout peas." 

The fruit business in melons, apples, pear~, peaches, and market 
veo-eta b !es in Georgia, offers an in vi ting field for enterprise. Atlanta 
beii1g the railroad center, and therefore most distant in point of 
time from N cw York by the two diverging lines, i fifty-six hours 
distant from that city. The freight on a bale of cotton from Atlanta 
to New York is seven dollars per bale, a fraction over one cent per 
pound. Both freight and time are small, but the difference in 
season and price, according to season, is great. Let the market 
gardeners, who understand the importance of extra early fruits 
and vegetables, consider well the sugge tion. 

LrvE TOCK.-In 1860 there were in Georgia 130,771 horses, 
and 101,069 asses and mules. The number was greatly dimin
ished by the war. If there was any money in Georgia to pay 
for them they would rule high. Prices, except in the cities, are 
almost nominal. Great attention was formerly bestowed upon 
blooded horses for the saddle and turf. Of late years the Morgan 
horse ha been introduced, and found great fayor as a horse " of 
all work." It must be many years before the stock of fine horses 
is replaced. Mules for the plow are in chief demand, and are 
mo ti y brought from the West, although, with a proper attention 
to winter grass pastures, a mule can be raised at less expense in 
Georgia than in Kentucky. In southem and southwestern Geor
gia all that is necessary is to inclose a cane-brake, the young mule 
desiring no better food during the winter, and the range feeding 
him in summer. 

In 1860 there were in Georgia 299,688 milch cows, 74,487 oxen, 
and 631,707 other cattle-in all, 1,005,882. This was a large pro
portion to the 99,000 white polls in the State, being somewhat 
more than ten to the poll. The Dmham, Devon, .Ayrshire, and 
Bremen cattle have all been introduced. The pure Durham are 
too large. for our climate and pastures; the others thrive as well 
as elsewhere under similar treatment. 

In lower Georgia, in what is called the wire-grass region, cattle 
are raised largely, herds ranging from 100 to 5,000. These are 
neither fed nor even s:-ilted, no care being bestowed except mark
ing and occasional penning. 

With all the facilities for cattle-raising in Georgia, there is not a 
dairy farm in the State, except some small milch dairies near the 
cities. All the butter and cheese bought is from the North. 
There was one cheese dairy in the full tide of successful experi
ment, which was terminated by the death of the adventurous 
experimenter; yet the manufactnre of a pound of butter or cheese 
does not cost more than one-half as much in Geor~Ja as in Ohio 
or New York. In 1860 the butter crop of New r ork sold for 
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twice as much as the cotton crop of Georo-ia althouo-h that year 
the latter was more than 700,000 bales. 0 

' "' 

Tl~ere were in Georgia, in 1860, 2,036,116 bogs, within a small 
f!·action of as many a there were in Kentucky, and about four 
time~ as m~ny as there were sheep iu the State yet the one 
reqmres gram, _and ~be other does not. The one ;.equires labor, 
and th~ other lives 111 the range. There were 33,512,867 ho sin 
th~ Un_ited Stat~s; about one-fifteenth of the whole number ~ere 
rais~d 111 Georgi~. According to the present system, which does 
not mclude grazrng upon clover a?d grass, the bog is the most 
co~tly and least profitable stock raised in the State. 

Th? census returns for 1860 show 512,618 sheep in Georo-ia. 
Of tlus number, 25,432 were killed by dogs in 1866 yet the O 

_ 

ber of sheep is but little diminished since 1860 ' num 

Real:y good sheep, p1:operly cared_ for and· protected, are the 
mo~t profitable stock which can be raised in Georgia. Under the 
o_rdmary system t~ey ai:e the least profitable, except in those por
t10ns of the St~te m which wool-growing is a business. 

The three differe1;1t, belts in Georgia require, in each, a different 
system of shee~-raismg. In northwestern Georgia the summer 
a~d fall range is ample. W ethers will live in the rano-e all 
wmter,. but ewes and _lambs require food for two or three m~nth~. 
The wmter grasses, if sown, are amply sufficient for them and 
rye pasture also answers well. ' 

_In middle Georiia, Bermuda. grass makes the best pasture. 
P~ obably no grass m the world gwes an equal amount of o-razing 
wm_ter and summer, as the Bermuda on o-ood land and if~hnt up 
d1;1rmg the s_ummer, it will keep sheep ~nd cattl~ fat durinO' the 
~1~te_r. I~ is th_e d~·ead of the cotton-planter, however, fro~ the 
1:1p1d1ty with whi?h it spreads, and the difficulty of extirpating it 
~nd there are entire plantations in middle Georgia overrun with 
it. These have been abandoned by the cotton-planters, and can 
be bought a~ low as one dollar per acre in some cases. Man of 
these plantat10ns have comfortable dwellings and outbuildings iipon 
them, are healthy, and _wit~in easy reach of railroads. On land 
well manured or otherwise nch, Bermuda grass grows tall enouO'h 
to mow, ~D:cl. ma~es an abundant and_ nutritious hay. 0 

She~p-1_aismg 1.s conducted on qmte a large scale in southern 
Georgia, 1~ the pme woods range. The flocks, in some instances, 
re_ac~ as hi~h.as 5,0~0 he~d. These sheep are never fed, summer 
01 wmter, hvm~ entirely m the range. They receive no attention 
except at markmg and shearing times. Sheep can be bouo-ht at 
$1.50 per head. T~ey are very inferior, but can be rapidly im
proved by a cross with the Merino. 

_It ~vill be seen that Geo:gia affords great facilities for wool 
gio~mg. In 8: large port10n of the State, sheep require uo 
housrng or feedmg, and there are no "northers," as in Texas." 
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The m, rket for wool and mutton is within easy reach. Why, 
t~en, should ~he wool-g~·ow~rs _sce~_the "\Vest? ?Tith the subject. 
o_t wool-growmg the wnter is familiar, from practice and observa
tion at home and abroad. It is hi conviction that considerin<T 
the climate, price of land, markets, and facilities for 'summer aud 
winter g~·azing, mil~dlc and low~r Georgia affonl a pro pect of 
~ore rapid fortune m wool-growmg than any other region within 
lus knowledge. Cotton has heretofore blinded the eyes of plant
er8 to the value of their land for this purpose. There is no reason 
why the wool crop of Georgia should not be larger than its cotton 

crop ever was. 
l\lETAI AND l\IINER,\Ls.-It was the desi..,.n of the writer to 

treat fully upon this branch of the subject, but the limits assi..,.necl. 
him render thi impossible, and it mu,;t he Jismisscd with ; few 
general remarks. The whi~e marble quanie . of Cherokee County 
arc of great extent, a portion of them affordmg statuary marble. 
~he 1:tt,e quarric . of Pol~ County arc now attracting much atten
tion. '!he slate is considered equal to tho Welsh and is now 
heiug shipped to T cw York. The quarry is of eno;·mous extent. 
~Iyclraulic ceme_nt, nearly white in color, and of excellent quality, 
is ma<lc near Kmgstou, Bartow County. The indications of petro
leum in Floyd County are strong. That i-cction has been thrown 
up in the wildest confu::-ion. The formation i. the lower silurian 
a?onn:ling in fossils, and both_ the limestone and shale are highly 
bitun11nou . Iron ore abounds m Bartow and other counties. Larcre 
investment of :Northern car)ital are now bein<T made in di..,.<Ti~<T 

. . ;::, oo b 

gold, and with fine results. If these mmes were on tbe other side 
of the Hocky Mountains; if there were hostile Indians between 
them and civilization; if it were necessary to tran port provisions 
and tools on pack mules, there would probably be a <Treat rush of 
adventurers to them. But they arc in the" white ~ettlements" 
fifty-six hour dii,;tant from N" cw York, and arc therefore not co~-
sidered worthy of attention. ' ' 

II°',- N 0RTnEnN l\lEN" ARE TREATED.-This depends very much 
upo~1 themsl'l ve;'>; rude people will find rude people everywhere, 
a like beget like. There are two cla cs of Northern men who 
can not expect to be rccei vcd with much courte. y. One i the 
class of correspondents of ..LT orthcrn newspaper , who pa s throuo·h 
~he South misrcpre,-l'nting the co.rn~ition of thin..,. , thereby ke:p
mg open the wounds of our suftcrmg country. The other is a 
class of men who lrovoke ill-tr atmeut by irritatin<T and insultin<T 
remarks; but a Northern man who comes here to live and mind~ 
his own bui:,ine"s, and identifies himself with the inte;·cst of the 
section which he has i;elcete<l a his home will he met and treated 
i~ )1is busin~ss relations with a much cot;rte. y a any other gootl 
cttizcn. It Is, however, proper to remark that familie of refine
ment settling among u alone, would hardly find their re idencc 
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p!ca ant, however profitable it might be. They would not be 
d1Rturbed, but they ·would be_ let alone. Thi is to be expected. 
"\V c have p~sscd ~10ugh a ternblc war. The superior numbers and 
resource ot the North have overpowered u-. It is human nature 
to be sore under such a re ult. It will be a work of time the 
gr~at healer, to rcmo,:e thi sorencs . Our women, perhaps,' feel 
tin~ result more hcanly tha_n the men. While they would be 
gmlty of no rudeness, for which they are generally too well bred 
they. would_ be a,·crse, for the JJresent, at lea t, to intimate sociai 
rch!t'?ns with_ those who have been indirectly connected with the 
suftcnngs winch they have endured. The e sufterin..,.s have in 

c~u'.1tle~s in~tanecs, be~n terribl~ . ~e_yond_ ex pre sio~. Ev~ry 
N 01 them 1:ei son of dch?~te scnstbthtws will readily understand 
and appreciate the cond1t10n of things refcncd to. It i due to 
t)1?m to ~xpress fr~nkly ~he real state of facts, to prevent a repe
tition of rnstances m which rorthern ladies have suffored keenly 
from a sense of i olation. 

From the Report of the Agricultural Department, Feb

ruary, 186 :-

RE:\L E. TA:E.-Rcturns to our circulars from about fifty 
c?~mt1cs. of tlu~ tatc show an average decline of from fifty to 
Rtx~y per cent. 111 the value of farm lands, as compared with the 
? tunates under th? census of 1860. No county reports an actual 
mcrca ~; but U111on, Fulton, aml Charlton show no change in 
valu_c smce the ~ate namcJ. A few counties report a very large 
~eclme-from eighty t_o ninety per cent., but the major portion 
iange. from forty to _sixty per cent. The depreciation of these 
)and i of course attnbutable to the same causes which have sim
ilarly affected_ all the Southern States, and the estimated values 
are but nommal, sales being few at any price excerJt when 
forced. ' 

In l 860, the lands clas ed under the head of wild or unimproved 
Ip,nds embraced ~bout one-fourth the area of the whole State, the 
figures of _that time being: improved lands in farms 8 062 758 

acres; . ummerovcd, in farms, 18,5 7,732 acres; wilcl dr w~ste 
~reas (mcluclmg water, &c.), not in farms, 10,461,510 acres. It 
IS pro_bable that the proportion of culth·atecl. lands is muller now 
than rn 1860; and the estimated values given by our correspond
ents _range froll"1; twenty-five cents to fifteen dollars per acre, ac
cord mg to location and resources. In nion l\Iurray Chattoo..,.a 
Gordon, Polk, Campbell, Cherokee, J effersdn, J obn;on, 'Grcc~c: 
Mor~a1~, Carroll, Heard, Taylor, Charlton, Schley, and Church, 
emb1acmg all th~ range of temperature and varietic of oil in 
the State, these w1lcl lands may be purchased at from twenty-five 
cents to one dollar per acre; while in Floyd, Cobb, l\Iilton, For-
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syth, Columbia, Warren, Hancock~ Newton, Butler, Houston, 
Crawford Stewart and other counties, the average value ranges 
from one 'dollar add seventy-five cents to five dollars, generally 
avcr:.winrr somethinO" over two dollars. In fact, throughout the 
State,

0

in °every cou~ty, such la?ds are to be found at merely 
nominal figures, and of such variety and extent as to s~pply any 
character of soil that may be desired._ In many sections th;se 
lands are mountainous, and covered wi~h a heavy growth _of t~m
bcr and the soil when cleared and cultivated, capable of yieldmg 
O'odd crops of c~rn the small grains, potatoes, &c., and are well 
~cl::i.pted to fruit-gr~wing; while in ot~ers, the lands are _flat a~d 
swampy, of little value but ~or th~ ~1mber;. but_ the l:11ger pro
})Ortion comprise land~ susceptible of high cultivation, and capable 
of growing remunerative crops. 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

A correspondent writing from Macon, Aug. 6, 1868, says:

y ours of the 28th ultimo is re~eived. ~ c have cverf kind 
and character of soil and climate m Georgia that th_e em1grant 
may desire. Northern, mountainous; middle_, undnl_atmg; south
ern very level. The middle is the finest clnnate 1? the worl?, 
neither extremes of heat or cold. N orthero, excl1;1sively_ a gra1.n 
country-too cold for cotton, and crops uncertam. . Middle is 

ood for average crops of grain or cotton. ~o~thern is good for 
~otton, rice, and cane. Southwestern Georgia 1s the be~t for ?ot
ton in the State, and none better in the w~ole South. 'I he writer 
is a large planter in southwestern Georgi~? and befo:e the war, 
made five bales of cotton to the hand, besides supplt~s of ?orn, 
sirup, potatoes, peas, hogs, &c. This year, cotton °?ids fair to 
yield as well, with free labor. Near my place the:e ltvecl a poor 
white man who always made, by his own labor, six bales of co!r 
ton besides what is enumerated above, and_some to sell above his 
ow;1 want~. This shows you what tho emigrant can do; and, to 
tho man of capital with good laborers, a fortune could soon be re
alized. ,vild lands, heavily timber~d with pine, can be purchased 
for from $1 to $2.50 per acre; gram farms, from $5 to $50 per 
acre; cotton farms, or plantations,. from ~3 _to 8_10 pe: acre, ac
cordin<Y to improvements and locat10n. L1vmg is as cheap here 
( except bacon) as in any part of the States. W ~ges, fr~m $5 to 
$12 per month. Able-bodied hands of white skin are m great 

demand. d . l h 
To the emi<Yrant or the man of capital, who cs1res to sett ~ ere, 

our people will rrive a O'OOd old Georgia welcome, and msure 
0 

k
0 

f 1· b t th " et baO'ger " him protection at the ris o our 1ves; u e carp - o , 
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who comes to contro1 the elections through the YOtes of irrnorant 
uegroes, we "heartily despise," and hope he may come to ~rief as 
soon as possible. ,v e claim to be a law-abiding people, ~nd all 
the trouble you hear of in the South, occurs amon<T the irrnorant 
negroes and ditto whites. This you have to conte;d with at the 
North, as much so as we here. There is a fine field open in 
Georgia for the industrious farmer, or the capitalist, in whatever 
business he may wish to embark. The cotton factory here has 
always paid its regular dividends, and its profits will compare fa
vorably with any New England concern. Our railroads have all 
been rebuilt since the war; now paying good dividend , and stock 
worth from par to l 30. The only persons who have failed to re
cuperate are the large planters, who have tried to run their laro-e 
plantations without capital. One of my neighbors, who hfd 
plenty of capital, and held his crop for better prices, cleared 
$10,000 net; working 35 hands. 

CLERK'S OFFICE, SUPERIOR CouRT. } 
M.A.RIETIA, GA., August 3, 1868. 

Srn :-In reply to your circular:-

1 st. The lands are generally good farming lands, and ranrre in 
price from $5 to 820 per acre, according to quality. 0 

2d. Labor demands a good price; supply inadequate since the 
freedom of the negroes-farm hands and housekeepers. 

3d. Climate as good as any place in the United States. And • 
this part of Georgia ( orth Georgia) is as healthy as any. 

4th. Mineral plenty; gold, copper, iron, &c. Land heavily 
timbered ; some coal higher up. 

5th. Character of crops-corn, wheat, oats, rye, barley, peas, 
cotton, potatoes (Irish and sweet), turnips, cabbages, and most 
any thing else that you wish to plant; fruits of all kinds. Corn 
is generally from 40 cts. to 60 cts.; but it has been higher since 
the war-80 cts. to $1 now. 

6th. Railroad facilities at ·our door; market convenient. This 
place has about 3,000 inhabitants, and is 20 miles from Atlanta, 
by railroad, which has a population of about 25,000. 

7th. School and religious advantages adequate. 
8th. Nationality-mostly Georgians ; some few Irish ; soma 

Germans, and a few English; not a great many negroes in this 
part of Georgia. 

There is a good deal of cotton raised in this part of Georgia; 
but it, is not as good for cotton as the lower and middle parts. 
We have one larg11 cotton factory in our immediate vicinity; sev
eral large flouring mills ; a paper mill; a bone mill, and several 
other manufacturing establishments. I consider this part of 
Georgia the place to emigrate to, if a man wants good water, 
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fine climate, and a healthy country to live in; and any man that 
is industrious, can make money. We want, and invite, immigra
tion. By the devastations of Sherman's army, we are unable, so 
far as means are concerned, to offer inducements, further than to 
sell our lands cheap, and give emigrants a hearty welcome. Our 
water-power is ample for all kinds of machinery. 

Yours very truly, &c., 
H. M. HAMMETT, 

F. B. GODDARD, New York. C. S. C. 

The following interesting communication is from Hon. 
J osrru.A. HILL, one of the United States Senators elect from 
the State of Georgia to the Congress of the United States:-

Man1so~, Ga., August 6, 1868. 
DEAR Sm : * * I will give you a brief sketch of Madison and 

vicinity. This pretty town, inc_orpor~ted as a. city, is _situated 
in l\Ioro-an County, on t½e Georgia Railroad, thu:teen miles w~st 
of the 5conee River, which separates for some miles the counties 
of l\Ioraan and Greene, below the mouth of the Appalachee, a 
small rit,er formina the northeastern boundary of Morgan. Madi
son is 104 miles w~st of Augusta, and 67 miles east of Atlanta. 
There are day and nigh·t passen~er trains every ~wenty-fom hom:s 
over this road. It is a great freight road for this count1:Y· l\fadi
son is the principal cotton depot on the road. It contams about 
two thousand inhabitants. 

* * * * * * * * 
The surroundino- country was originally a fertile soil, well 

watered and abou~dino- in fine freestone springs and wells. The 
climate is mild, and th~ atmosphere at this time remarkably free 
from miasma. Bilious complaints are almost unknown. Forty 
years ago they prevailed generally: It woul~ be diffi~ult to ~ncl 
a healthier region. T½e. country is undulatmg, an~ is suppl~ed 
with small but never-failmg streams. There are still some. fine 
forests, containing a variety of timber, and every farm contams a 
portion, though some have been left too bar~. 

These lands, in the days of slavery, fell mto the hands of the 
large planters, and were cruelly abu~ed by a system ?f bad _cul
ture-continuous crops of cotton, with shallow plowmg. Smee 
the close of the war there have settled among us a few Northern 
farmers, bringing with ~hem improveGd fa

1
rming himpGlemc~ts, par

ticularly the large turnmg plows. . rac ually t e. eorgrnns arc 
adopting deep plowing and manunng, both of whi?h hav~ here
tofore been san.ly neglected. These farms are still cultivated 
mainly by colored labor, especially the large tracts. There arc 
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many small proprietors who use white or mixed labor, and some 
who confine their work to the immediate family. 

The general crops con ist of corn and cotton, wheat, oats, peas, 
and potatoes (Irish ancl sweet). These lancle:i grow wheat well 
when manured and well prepared. Fruits are abundant and 
good, considering how little care is taken of the trees. We have 
peaches, apples, plums, cherries, pears, quinces, apricots, grapes, 
antl a great variety of wild fruits. 

The value of the best field labor is from seven to nine dollars a 
month. Ditching is done by the day or job, and is worth more 
than ordinary labor. 1\Iost planters contract with their laborers, 
giving them a part of the crops produced. 

Lands within fifteen miles of the railroad only vary in price 
according to procluctiveness. Too little importance is attached 
to improvements. Barns, stables, and outbuildings, arc generally 
inferior. The average value of these lands may be set clown at 
from ti ve to ten dollars an acre. Some choice places a little 
higher. The Northern men who have bought lands in this vicin
ity appear well satisfied with the community. There is no appre
hension of violence from any source. vVe enjoy a state of quiet 
ancl peace. 

Though this section has suffered from drought, there will 
probably be an average yield of cotton, and perhaps enough corn 
macle for its consumption. ,vhat I have said of 1\Iorgan may be 
saicl of much of the State bordering the Georgia Railroad. 

vVhat is most needed with us is well-skilled labor, with a little 
capital. Small communities of good agriculturists, men who will 
properly enrich and prepare land for cultivation, would do well in 
this great miclclle belt of Georgia; and their system of cultivation 
woulcl soon be adopted by the old laborers ancl proprietors. This 
is not a mineral region, 1t is too far from the mountains, in which 
the metals are deposited. 

Others of your correspondents will sketch northern, western, 
and southern Georgia, with greater accuracy and fidelity than I 
can pretend to. It is a vast and Yaried field, that invites the atten
tion of the agriculturist, the manufacturer, miner, mechanic, mer
chant, and the valetudinarian. As a country to live in, to live well, 
to liYe comfortably, to enjoy, summer and winter, uninterrupted 
health, I know of no spot of earth superior to middle Georgia. 

I ought not to omit to state, that experiments in growing clo
ver have been made in this county for the past two years, to a 
considerable extent, with most satisfactory results. l\fr. Reuben 
lUiller, a farmer from Columbia Connty, N cw York, l\Ir. Ilcnnancc, 
and the Messrs. True, all New York farmers, and some others 
residing in this vicinity, are fully satisfied that it is profitable to 
grow clovei· here. They have tried it for two years pa t. 

The cattle ancl sheep are kept fat during the summer and au-
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tumn on the pastures of Bermuda grass, and a new variety of the 
trifolium which has suddenly spread itself all over this country. 
Up to December, and often later, it is unnecessary to feed dry cat
tle or sheep. The Bermuda grass is perennial, and forms good 
grazing in April, and on good lands it makes fine hay. It is with
out seed, but grows from tbe bud, and if neglected, becomes 
troublesome to the farmer and gardener. 

So much, then, for this particular portion of Georgia. Be 
assured that the picture is not overdrawn. The French mulberry 
and the morus-multicaulis are found growing in the hedges and 
fence comers, as if indigenous; and it is the natural abode of the 
silk-worm. 

I might extend this sketch, but I forbear. Immigrants from 
any clime will find in Georgia a soil and climate to please them, 
and an intelligen,t, hospitable people to welcome them to new 
homes. 

I am, very respectully, your obedient servant, 
JOSI-IU A HILL. 

FRED'K B. GODDARD, Esq., New York. 
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FLORIDA. 

IT was on Easter Sunday, of the year 1512, more than 350 
years ago, that a brave and romantic old Spaniard named 
Pouce de Leon, while hunting for a marvelous fountain whose 
waters could restore youth and beauty, discovered Florida. It 
was then thought to be an island, and received its name on 
account of the flowery beauty of its vegetation and from the 
day of its discovery. 

It is the most southern State in the Union, occupying the 
position of a vast peninsula between the Atlantic Ocean 
and the Gulf of Mexico. The State is 385 miles long, with an 
average width of about 175 miles, and contains 37,931,520 
acres. 

SURFACE CrrARACTER1sncs.-Florida is generally a flat 
country; in the southern portion of the State is an extensive 
marsh or swamp called the "Everglades/' with occasional 
tracts of firm ground, which, during the rainy season, between 
June and October, appear like islands in a lake. North of 
this region the surface is, in the main, a dead level, inter
spersed with undulating tracts. West of the neck of the penin
sula, near the Georgia borders, the surface is more or less 
broken and hilly, but nowhere attaining considerable elevations. 

LANns.-The lands of Florida are classified as high hom
mock, low hommock, swamp, savanna, and pine land. The 
soil is generally sandy except in the hommocks, which are a 
mixture of clay and sand. The high hommock lands are the 
best. They are mostly covered with a growth of live and 
other oaks, pine, and magnolia, and vary in extent from a few 
acres to many thousands. Low hommock is liable to overflow, 
but is fertile when drained, and well adapted to sugar-cane. 

The savannas are the river bottoms and prairie lands. 
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The pine lands are covered with a heavy growth of pine and 
cypress. 

The central portion of the State is the most productive. 
Farther west the lands are mostly inferior. The best lands of 
the State are unavailable for cultivation owing to a lack of 
drainage, but a large area is well adapted to grazing and stock
ra1smg. Cattle may here be raised with little care and with
out winter housing. In most parts of the State hogs may 
be profitably kept. They will grow and fatten without other 
food than such as they derive from the roots and mast of the 
forest. 

P1woucTIONS.--The natural and agricultural productions of 
Florida are of a tropical character ;-oranges, lemons, pine
apples, &c., flourish luxuriantly; and all varieties of cotton, 
sugar-cane, rice, and many crops belonging to higher lati
tudes, are produced in great abundance. 

CLrnATE.-The climate of Florida is warm, but in many 
parts of the State is so tempered by the sea-breezes as to have 
given it the reputation of being one of the most delightful and 
salubrious places of residence upon the face of the earth, 
especially for invalids who are threatened with pulmonary 
diseases. In the southern portion of the State the tempera
ture varies but little the year round. 

The winters of the Gulf are warmer than upon the Atlantic 
coast, and the interior of the State, unreached by the sea
breezes, is warmer than either. The average mean temperature 
of the State is about 73°, and the difference between summer 
and winter seldom exceeds 25°. The average rain-fall is 33 
inches. St. Augustine and other points are much resorted to 
during the winter by invalids from the Northern States. 

Florida has a thousand miles of sea-coast and a number 
of navigable rivers. She had, in 1860, 401 miles of raih-oad 
completed and in full operation. Iler population is now 
about 160,000. This State is a paradise to the hunter and 
fisherman; deer, wild turkeys, ducks, and geese abound. 

A great variety of the finest fish are found along both the 
eastern and northern coasts, and in the lakes and streams of 
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the interior; the Florida oysters are especially delicious in 
flavor. 

TALLAIIASSEE, the capital, is pleasantly situated on an eleva
ted plain. It is well laid out and built, with public squares; 
it has a salubrious climate, and is a place of considerable 
resort. 

SAINT A uousTINE is the oldest town in the United States. 
It is built on a plain, but a few feet above the sea; it is a 
place of great resort for invalids. Other prominent towns are 
Apalachicola, Pensacola, Key West, Jacksonville, and Fernan
dina. There are yet to be disposed of in this State about 
17,500,000 acres of public land. 

A correspondent of the "New York Tribune," a journal 
known throughout the civilized world as prominent in its devo
tion to the interests of the cause of emigration, and the wel
fare of the emigrant, writing from Jacksonville, thus answers 
some of the many letters he had received making inquiry as 
to the advantages Florida offers to the intending emigrant. 
Ile says:-

For convenience and brevity, I will number the questions, 
leaving out names and localities, which extend from l\Iaine to 
:Minnesota, showing a wide-11pread desire of many people to get 
into a warmer climate. The visitors in East Florida this winter, 
represent every Northern and 1V cstern State, and a good many 
of them will return to spend their lives here in cultivating the 
soil, or in some way lmproving the country, or else to have a 
home in this delicious climate. 

1. "'\Vbat are the promises of Florida to Northern settlers ?" 
Every thing that an industrious man can ask of a wilderness, 

the soil of which is good, the climate healthy, where he can work 
more days without being driven in by storms, cold, or heat, than 
in any other State in America. 

2. " Can a young man who is obliged to seek a warmer climate 
for his health, improYe it there?" 

Y cs, if not too far gone, as half are who come here. Don't 
come here to die-come to live. 

3. "Should persons of moderate means be justified in going 
from Western N cw York to Florida, to live an agricultural lifo ?" 

Y cs; why not? Land is cheap, productive, easily tilled, though 
millions of acres are yet wilderness, because there never has been a 
sufficient population here. If you read history you will know why. 
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4. " What part of the State would be the best for me?" 
The part you like best when you see it. In previous letters I 

have partially described different ections. I prefer the t. Johns 
region, both on account of climate, productions, and people, and 
convenience of accrss. 

5. " What arc the best articles of produce ?" 
Orange are the most profitable. But you mu t wait five years 

for the tir;;;t crop. o you mu t for a profitable crop of ar.ples, or 
grape , in your own State. Orange-tree~, full grown, will yield 
from 1,000 to 10,000 fruit prr annum, and as certain as any other 
crop. r o part of the world produces brtter oranges, lemom:;, 
limes, citron!', than Ea t and South Florida. Peache and figs 
grow here to perfection. Two hundred bushels of sweet potatoc 
per acre may be fairly counted upon, or a ton of sugar upon land 
that you would probably consider barren sand, if you saw it for 
the first time, when bare of vegetation. 

6. " What is the distance, time, and expense from New York 
to Jacksonville?" 

By steamer from New York, to Charleston or Savannah, $15 to 
25; time, three days. By rail: leave ew York at 7½ P. M., on 

sleeping-car; wake up at Cri field at 6 next morning and take the 
steamer aero s Che apeake Bay-eight hours; then, car from 
Portsmouth, Va., to \V cldon, N. C.-four hours ; then, sleeping• 
car to ,vilmington-eight hours; cro$s the ferry and take cars, 
and arrive in Charleston, . C. at 2½ P. M.; 43 hours, $26, from 

ew York, besides meals an<l berths ; about 800 mile . If you 
are not a politician, yon can go through ·w ashington, in the same 
time and co t. Two fir t-cla s boats from Charleston-the Dicta• 
tor, Tue,;(l:ty night, and the City Point, Friday night-arriving 
next morning in Savannah, and next morning in Jacksonville; 
fare, $15, distance about 250 miles. From Savannah, by rail, 
260 miles; time, 16 hours. The Lizzie Baker runs weekly from 
Savannah, by the "in i<le route." All these boat!r go up to 
Pilatka; the Darlington ancl Hattie make weekly trips between 
here and EnterpriRC\ leaving Sundays and Wednesdays, fare $9. 

7. " What is land worth, within four or six miles of Jackson
ville?" 

From 50 cents to $50 an acre. The first is State lands, in the 
woods; the second, improYed places. There are also ome tracts 
of United States land near here, and much of it in the State. 

8. " What is the condition of wild land?" 
Mostly thinly coverc<l with hard-pine trees, under which is a 

tough sod of wild gras~. Some land grows "saw palmettos," 
which have large, troublesome roots OJ:\ the surface, rich in pot• 
ash and tannin. The soil is sand ea-shells, in a pulverulcnt 
condition. 

9. "Will the land produce wheat, rye, oats?" 

No. 
"Corn?" 
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Yes, 15 or 20 bushels per acre, lightly manured. 
10. "Is it goocl for grapes and peaches?" 
Y cs, but the birds will cat the grapes, and you will eat a few 

of the pca~hcs, and probably feed _the res~ to ~he pigs, and import 
canned frmt from Tew York, paym(J' for 1t with cotton. 

11. '' I it good for pears and apples?'' 
No. 
12. "Will potatoes, beet , onions, cabba(J'e &c O'row there?" 
""\T h ·11 . N "' ' ., "' . 
.1. es, so t cy w1 m ew J crscy, and be eaten in Florida. 
13. "Are there any flats on the St. John?" 
Y cs, a great many at this_ sc1:son, but they arc O'enerally too 

sharp to undertake the cult1vatwn of swamp lan2! while dry 
upland is abundant. ' 

14. "Do you have goocl water?" 
Yes. 
15. "Wells, or springs?" 
Both. 
16. " How deep ? " 
Variou., four to forty feet. Wells arc slio-htly limy· sprino-s 

. fi . .::, , .::, 
are sometimes so t, sometimes too sulphury and warm for use. 

17. ",vhat are your building material ?" 
Pine lumber, brick, coquina rock, or shell concrete. 
18. "Are saw mills near?" 
Yes, very near Jacksonville. It is stuTOtmded. This is a great 

lumber mart; price from $10 to ~·35 per thousand. 
19. "\Vhat shingle timber?" 
Pitch pine, cypre. s, and ceclar. Timber do. and live oak 
20 "II . bl . ' . 

. . ave y~u '.1-cksllllths and wagon-makers?" 
Y c , s11·, a.!1~ tmsm1ths, and team-engine builders, plow-makers, 

carpenters, JOmcrs, masons, &c., but plenty of room for more. 
21. "Any Rchools ?" 
Y cs; do you think we are heathen? But there mio-ht be more 

and better ones, if we had more helping hands. "' ' 
22. " What are the diseases ?" 
Malarious. 
23. "Any yellow fever?'' 
Y cs; once, imported from Havana. So has New York. 
24. " Any ague or chill-fever in Florida?" 
Y cs; and also in every other State. It is no more prevalent 

than in Illinois, Iowa, Kan a and other ,v estern tates and 
is generally of a milder type. ' ' 

25. "D? _steamers come from New_ York to your city?" 
No ; smlrng vessels do, every week, and freight is cheap. 
26. "Have you any stao-es ?" 
Yes; a daily line, forty "'miles, to St. Augu tine. The principal 
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modes of traYcl from this town are by railroad, stcamboa~s, 
mule-carts, and a more primitive way, rather slow but q111te 
iu<lependcnt. 

27. "In short, do you like Florida, for a home?" 
"In short," if 1 did not, I would use some of the above modes 

of locomotion, an<l get out of it. T 

28. "How much money shoukl one ha Ye, to start from ew 
York, pay expenses, and get a farm of 100 to 300 acres?" 

I as urc you, that you can not have too much. How mu~h, 
you may judge from what I have told you about expense . Li:
ing here is le ' S expcnsi ve ~han at N cw _Y or~, because food 1s 
generally plainer, and clothrng and beddmg lighter, fuel much 
less and bonse-furnishinO' not so extrayagant. A tract of land, 
call~<l a farm of 100 acr~s can be bought for $300 to ·1,000, ac
conlinrr to "improvements'" which arc in new country style. 

0 , 1 ? , 
33 ",Y-hat are farm wages of hanc s ' 
F1:om 7 to 20 a month. The blacks are faithful, but slow, and 

want constant superintendence, unless the work is straight for-

~~~ . . ?" 
34. "How about churches, or preachmg out m the country 
Generally pretty hard. Y ?n must depend upon h?me ser

Yice mostly, with an occasional sermon from a wmc-grass 

preacher." . . ,, 
35. " ·what is wood worth per cord, and what 1s the quality? 
The co, t of cuttinrr aml haulino·. The quality is excellent, 

being pitch pine (kno,~n as "light ~ood ") and solid oak. Coal 
can be got here at a low freight. 

36. " \Vhat fencinO' mater1al i used in the country?" 
Pitch pine rails, atnost exclusively; sawed stuff about towns; 

no hedg0. 
37. '' Is there much swamp land?" . 
Not in thi part of the State, as it ~s all drainablc, aml muck 1s 

the best manure, and generally attamable for use upon sandy 
soil. 

38. "Are swampy districts unhealthy?''. . 
Yes, gcncrall y, here or elsewhere; but 1t 1s more so here than 

in any other State. 
55. "I haYe a wife, two small children, an<l a thousand d~llars. 

Can I go to Florida under the e circumstances, commence life on 
f: ·1 '?" a farm, and by industry support my anu y. . 

Yes, sir, you can; and you can labor here a we}l as m any oth~r 
climate Indeed you can do more clays' work m a year than 111 

~ny other State? ancl I do not know of any part of the United 
States where a :nan can support a family with less labor than 
here. 

56. "What are the prices of lots in J acksonyi~le ?" . 
Without buildings, from $200 to $2,000. A foll lot 1s 105 feet 
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sq,uare; six i~ a block. The streets are broad, sandy in the middle, 
with plank sidewalks. Such houses as white folks live in here 
cost from '300 to . 3,000. A very comfortable house with to~ 
rooms, together with the lot, can be purchased for $2 000 to 
$2,500. There are a few lots with buildings which would' sell for 
$5,000 or ~6,000. There is a great need of more houses here for 
rents are high, and generally pay 25 per cent. profit. 

57. "What are day wages?" 
Common laborers, ·1 to $1.50; carpenters and masons $3 to 

$3.50. Common laborers are abundant; skilled workmen 'scarce 
and clear. 

58. "Above all other considerations, is a loyal man safe in 
person and property in your State?" 

Y cs, sir; as safe as in yours (Illinois) particularly in your 
"~gyl_)t._" In J acksonv~le, h~ is not only 'safe, but may express 
his op1111ons as freely as m ChwaO'o, Indeed there is quite a sim-
ilarity in the population. 

0 

59. '' ~s the climate congenial for a rheumatic person?" 
Yes, su, or for any other person. The thermometer has been 

~own to freezing point only twice this winter. Upon two morn
mgs we have seen a little ice. And since November there has 
not be~n a si~gle day t~at you could not have done a fair day's 
W?rk m ordmary clothmg wit~out getting wet through. The 
wmtcrs _arc rcm~rkable for thmr dryness. The latter part of 
summe~· 1s the ramy season. ~ esterday was a mild, sunny clay. 
Last mght a thunder-storm, with heavy winds, which continued 
to-day; but so warm that only moderate sprinO' clothincr is needed 
Yet do not imagine that people arc not aifec~cl by cold here. i 
assure you that flannels and warm winter clothing arn not only 
comfor~able, but n?cessary more than half the days of winter. 
You ,~111_ also find 1t pleasant and healthy to have a little fire in 
your s1ttmg-room nearly every morninO' and evening of the winter 
days. rhc air is often so charged with moisture that people feel 
chilly with the thermometer at 50° or 60°. It is so seldom at 30° 

that whenever it falls to that point people quit work out-doors' 
" b . . ld " N · ' ' ~cause 1t _1s so co . otw1thstanding what is said aboYe of 
moisture, this can not be considered a clamp climate as foO's arc 
rare, and clothing and other articles in the house nc~cr molcl ex
cept during the rainy season, and then no more in this climate 
than yours. 

. We have been favored by Governor REED with a copy of 
his message to the Leg-islature of Florida July 8 1868 from 

I . h ~ ' ' ' 
w nc we extract the following:-

N? State in the Union presents superior inducements for immi
gration, and the profitable investment of capital, than Florida. 

28 
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·with an unrivaled climate for salubrity, health, and comfort; an 
area of territory larger than the State of New York; a sea-coast 
equal in extent nearly to the whole of the Atlantic States, abound
ing with harbors and inlets; with navigable waters susceptible of 
extension, with little expense, to fifteen hundred miles in length; 
with a r:i,ilroad system projected of a thousand miles in extent, 
near four hundred miles of which is completed; with millions of 
acres of unoccupied but fertile lands, which can be had for the 
occupation and payment of the veriest trifle; with forests of pine, 
live-oak, and cedar, without limit; with lakes and streams abound
ing in fish, and forests abounding in game; with a free govern
ment, that respects alike the rights of all; a free school and a 
homestead system which welcomes alike the poor as well as the 
rich ;-if only we will appreciate and improve the ad vantages we 
poss<'ss, Florida may speedily become one of the wealthiest and 
most thriving States of the Union. 

The subjoined is from the February, 1868, Report of the 
Department of Agriculture:-

REAL Esr.A.TE.-Our returns from Florida are rather meager, 
only about one-fomth of the counties furnishing responses to the 
circular sent out. From the northern tier of counties Jackson au<l 
Leon report an average decline of seventy-five per cent. in the 
value of farm lands since 1860, and Liberty fifty per cent. de
crease; while in Duval, interior lands have declined twenty per 
cent., but on the St. John River have advanced one-third in 
value since the date named; and in Baker the estimated increase 
is fifty per cent. Alachua County shows a decline of fifty per 
cent. The next county south reports no change since 1860, our 
corrcsponilent remarking that but few persons there own the 
land they live upon, the custom being to " settle in the woods, 
put up a log-house, clear a small tract and plant it for a few years, 
and when it begins to get poor, move into the woods again, or 
move about where the range is good for cattle. There are, how
ever, some fine farms near the county seat, where good corn and 
some cotton is raised. The value of improved lands is incrcaseil 
by cow-penning. The land is worth from five dollars to twenty 
dollars per acre. Good pine land can be bought at five dollars 
per acre, with houses, fences," &c. Still farther south, in Mana
tee County, bordering on the cypress swamp regions, lands are 
rated at one-half the estimated value in 1860. In fact, through
out the State the prices now given for farming lands are merely 
nominal, consequent upon the unsettled state of affairs, and com
paratively few sales are made. The average decrease for the 
State, on the basis of these returns, is 55 per cent. 

PRICE OF UNIMPROVED LANLs.-There is a large area of wild 
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or unimproved lands in the State held at figures varying from ten 
cents to eight dollarl', a n ~raging from 011c dollar to two dollars 
p<'r acre. ln Jackson the unimproved lands are claimed to be bet
ter than the nominally improved-will yield from ten to twenty 
bushel of corn, or from six hundred to one thousand vounds of 
seed-cotton to the acre, and may be purchased at from one dollar 
to two dollers per acre. In Liberty the average value is given as 
low as ten cents-land low, andy hommock, capable of produc
ing oranges, sugar-cane, corn, potatoes, rice, and long cotton; 
Leon, one dollar and fifty cents per acre-quality medium, fair 
while fresh, easily cleared and cultivated, and will produce twenty 
bushels of corn or half a bale of cotton per acre, and, by a little 
manuring, can be kept up to this; Baker County, one dollar and 
fifty cents per acre-very productive for cotton, sugar-cane, pota
to<'s, vegetables, &c.; Duval County, average, fifty cents per acre. 
In Alachua nearly all the wild lands are owned by the State, the 
General Government, or railroad companies. State lands are 
held at from fifty cents to eight dollars, mostly at the former 
United tates lands arc only in the market as homesteads, and 
railroad lands vary in price from one dollar to two dollars and 
fifty cents. The land is principally "pine barren;" considerable 
heavy pitch pine interspersed with cypress swamps, and in sec
tions hommocks, the latter being very rich. The greater part of 
the land, however, is valuable only for timber and turpentine. In 
LeYy the wild land is chiefly timber, and valued according to its 
location. A portion of this land is comparatiYely worthless, con
sistin"' of sand-hills and scrub lands, covered with brush and filled 
with~ variety of wild animals; and people livinR adjacent a1·e 
compelled to keep gangs of dogs for protection. 'Ihcre is pknty 
of Government land upon which to settle, some of it the b<'st horn
mock land, capable of yielding an average crop of forty bnshels 
of corn; prices from one dollar to five dollars. Manatee County 
also has considerable hommock lands of first-rate quality, under
laid with marl ; worth from five dollars to ten dollar per acre. 
The timber of the hommocks conf';ists of live-oak, hickory, red 
cedar, bog, &c., while the pine is the turpentine or long pine. 

RESOURCE ·.-The resources of Florida are to be found in her 
timber and soil, there existing ( o far as yet developed) little of 
mineral wealth within the limits of the State. In Alachua a 
small deposit of bog iron is reported, and our Levy County cor
respondent states that there is a good iron mine in that county 
which ha been worked, but not properly developed. The ore is 
said to contain seventy-five per cent. of pure iron.. The ;1lline i_s 
not now worked, and could be purchased cheap. Timber m ".an
ety abounds in almost unlimited quantity, but in some sections 
the lumber business has been overdone, and the mills may be pur
chased at half cost. The climate and soil are exceedingly favora-
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ble to the culture of fruits and to successful general agriculturP. 
Our Levy County cone. ponclcnt writes: "The resources of this 
county are the best I ever saw at any riacc. The soil is not as 
good as at the "\-Vest, but the climate 1s fine, and less work is 
required to make a good living; and with the same spirit of en
terprise here as is seen in the West, would develop a land not 
now known in the United States." 

C&oPs.-Cotton, corn, sugar-cane, rice, potatoes, ancl fruits are 
the principal crops, but under the present system of culture yields 
are small ancl agriculture not profitable. In a number of counties 
cotton has been the specialty, but under present prices its pro<luc
tion will doubtless decline in favor of other crops. Sugar-cane is 
considered a good crop, and is getting more in fayor; it is easily 
cultivated, and, as our Leon correspondent says, "woulcl be a 
good crop for white labor." In Baker County, sea-island cotton 
and su"'ar-cane are the chief productions. DuYal County, sweet 
potatoc~, corn, and sugar-cane; corn yielding twenty bushels per 
acre, sweet potatoes one hundred to two hundred bushels, sugar
cane two hundred gallons sirup and t,rn hundred pounds of sugar; 
the latter is the most profitable crop. In Alachua, sea-island cot
ton is the specialty, of which our reporter sayR: "The price of 
this cotton last year ranged from 40 cents to 1.60 per pound; 
this year, from 35 to 90 cents. The average yield is about eighty
five pounds of lint per acre, but a high as four hundred pounds 
have beeri raised. At 50 cents, with the present labor, it is a 
paying crop. Cotton is a har_d crop to raise, _takes the_whole year, 
and, for the labor expended, 1s the least paymg crop m the coun
try. Durin"' the past season ninety-nine out of every hundred 
have lo,;t m~ney. Corn produces an average of eight bushels on 
pine lands, and fifteen bushels on hommocks. Sugar-cane does 
well, but is raised for home consumption only." 

"\-Vheat is not gro"·n as a crop in Florida, though a correspond
ent writes from Levy County, that he thinks it would do well 
on their hommock lands, and our 1\Ianatce reporter says he has 
sown a package sent from this department, and it now looks as 
well as he has ever seen wheat in 1\Iaryland or elsewhere. 

There are a variety of natural grasses growing thrnnghout 
the State, and, as a general rule, cattle are pastured on the wild 
lands and without expense, frequently the whole year round. 
Among the grasses named by our correspondents arc, Bermuda 
grass, crab-grass, crow-foot, joint-grass, carpet-grass, wire-grass, 
&c. Our Levy County correspondent writes :-" The grnc;scs are 
all wild; stock runs ont all the year in the woods. They are 
gathered in the spring, and penned every night until about An
gu t, when they are again turned out to run during the fall and 
winter. While kept up they are branded, and the cows are milk
ed,' though they are generally small, and give but little milk, from 
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one to three quarts per clay. The calves, during the summer, are 
kept from the cows, except morning and night; during the fall 
and winter they run together." 

The capabilities of Florida for raising tropical ancl se:ni
tropical fruits are well known, and must soon attract the attention 
of fruit-growers. In Jackson Co1;mty gr~pe culture is bccomin~ 
prominent, the Scuppernong variety bemg most popular, as 1t 
succeeds finely, and is free from disease; the soil and tempera
ture of the county is said to be adapted to the production of grapes, 
which grow naturally, and in abundance. Our Liberty correspond
ent says:-" We have a small orange orchard of twenty-five trees, 
which yields at the rate of $25 per tree. The trees cost but l 
each annually, for pruning and keeping clear of insects." In 
Baker County, oranges and peaches, vegetables, &c., do well, and 
pay largely. Our correspondent writes :-" Send us some of your 
gardeners who understand the business. Last yeat· a gardener 
planted fifteen acres in ~omatoes, ~elons, cucumbers, &c., which 
were ready for market etght weeks m ad v:ance of ~ orthern vege
tables. Ile shipped to New York, and his net gam was $22,000. 
I think he is from 1\Iainc. An orange and peach orchard of about 
100 trees yields to the owner 1,200 annually. We need enter
prising men to improve our lands." Large orange groves :ire 
bein<Y planted in Levy County, and Northern men are setthng 
alon;; the coast plantin<Y fruit-groves and improving the islands, 

"' ' "' . 1 b ~ where peaches, oran"'es, lemons, pme-app es, ananas, g~·ap~, 
grape-fruit, &c., may be raised in abundance. Tropical fnuts do 
well in Alachua County, especially the more hardy ones, fi~s, 
(>Omegranates, &c., while in Manatee, farther .south, the c3:pac_1ty 
for such fruits is unsurpassed, and only reqmres commumcat1011 
with Northern markets to develop capabilities in this regard, and 
to attract industry and enterprise from other States. 

The Rev. C. 0 . REYNOLDS, pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church, St. Augustine, writing to the New York Observer, 
November 4, 1868, says:-

As to the most desirable localities for invalids, the most 
accessible are on the St. John River and St. Augustine. The 
interior or central portion of the peninsula may present a climate 
even better for pulmonary invalids; but those parts of the country 
are not supplied with suitable accommodations, and are not mu.ch 
visited. St. Augustine, on the sea-coast, has long been a favonte 
resort, and has advantages, social and religious, not possessed by 
any other place, and physicians of t~e first ab~litf, The pla?es 
on the St. John River are: J acksonv1lle, a flounshmg town, with 
hotels and many boardin~-houses, se~eral churches, an~ good 
physicians; Hibernia, a smgle boardmg-housc; l\Iagnolia, not 
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now open for visitors ; Green Cove Spring has several boarding
houses; Pilatka, a small town, with hotel and boarding-houses; 
and Enterprise, with a single boarding-house, at the head of 
navigation. 

There are no first-class hotels. This want will soon be 
supplied. The hotels and boarding-houses are of various grades ; 
most invalids prefer the latter, and find comfortable rooms and 
fare, and all the attention and kindness needful. Many return to 
the same house for many successive winters. It is becoming a 
frequent thing for those who find they can not live at the N ortb 
in winter to purcha e or rent a house or rooms and keep house. 
This can be done much more economically than boarding. The 
accommodations for visitors have been very largely increased 
during the past summer. The prices of board vary from 8 IO to 
$20 per week-average about 815. Rents are low in all places 
except Jacksonville. Prices of beef · and £Lb are very low, 
e pecially at St. Augustine. There is much game-venison, wild 
turkeys and smaller birds-brought into all these places and sold 
at reasonable prices. Sweet potatoes are abundant at $1 per 
bushel. But it is well to state that there is not as great a variety 
of food here as at the North. 

Range of the thermometer and the weather. The Army 
Jlfeteorological Register gives the monthly mean temperature for 
twenty years at St. Augustine, and for thiry-one years at West 
Point, N. Y., as follows: -

Jan. Feb. l\Iar. Apr. May. Oct. Nov. Dec. 
St. Augustine, 57.03 59.94 63.34 68.78 73.50 71.88 64.12 57.26 
West Point, 28.28 28.83 37.63 48. 70 59.82 53.04 42.23 31.98 

Most of the common ..,.arden vegetables flourish all winter, 
oranges ripen on the trees~ roses bloo_m, and mo?king-birds . sing. 
A few times we have frost-three times, I believe, last winter. 
Do not suppose there are no changes of temperature, though 
there are fewer than in any other State. There are many, and, 
at times, they are sudden ; b~1t the thermometer _rarely goe~ do~vn 
to frcezin..,. ancl the shock 1s far less to a deltcate const1tnt1011 
than whe~~ it ~oes far below. During the grea!er part of t!ie 
time the sun sbmes bri<Thtlv and invalids can be m the open air. 

b • ' k This is the greatest benefit of the climate. I have nown rn_any 
who clared not set foot on the ground from November.to A.l?n.l at 
the North, who have spe?t part of e".ery day walkmg, _r1dmg, 
Playincr croquet or huntmcr and fi hmg. Often, parties are '"' ' "' ~ · a h formed who go down the peninsula, campmg out, an , as t ey 
get beyond the reach of frost within 100 miles south of St. 
Augustine, such life is most ~njoyabl~ for those_ who hav:e 
strength for it. Much of the time durmg every wmter we sit 
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with open doors and windows. Above all things, it is important 
for those who come here for health to keep as much as possible 
in the open air. 

It may not be amiss to state, in conclusion, that in all East 
Florida there is, politically, peifect quiet, and not the slightest 
reason to fear annoyance. vV e possess and enjoy freedom of the 
press and freedom of speech. 

ST. AUGUSTINE, Nov. 4, 1868. 



ALABAMA. 

Tms State lies between latitudes 31 ° and 35° north, with a 
portion of its southern border resting on the Gulf of Mexico. 
Its climate is similar to that of Georgia, Several ridges of the 
Alleghany Mountains enter the northeastern part of the State 
terminating in high hills, which gradually decline into an 
undulating country, succeeded by a vast plain with a southern 
slope stretching away to the Gulf. The northern and central 
parts of the State are more productive than the southern, the 
latter consisting of extensive prairies and pine barrens, the 
soil of which is sandy. The river bottoms, however, are rich 
:md fertile, and the barrens, under an improved system of 
tillage, could doubtless be made to yield abundant crops. 

"The soil, climate, and vegetation of Alabama vary with the 
position and elevation of its several parts. In the north, where 
mountain is the prevaling feature, the soil is but moderately 
fertile, but in the intervales there is much that can not be 
excelled. The climate is here moderate, and the vegetation 
hardy: it is the region of the cereals, and a fine grazing 
country. The central parts of this State, less elevated and 
undulating, are well watered, and in the river-bottoms the 
land is extremely rich and productive. The valley of the 
Alabama is one of the most fertile regions of the Union. In 
the south the climate is very warm, the soils rich, but with 
great exceptions, and the principal growths of a tropical char
acter. The sugar-cane has been found to succeed well in the 
extreme southern strip between Florida and Mississippi, and 
indigo was formerly raised in considerable quantities; rice, 
also, grows well in the alluvial bottoms near the Gulf; but 
cotton, which thrives throughout the State, is the great 
agricultural staple. The natural growths and animals are in 
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no way diffe.rent from those of the neighboring States on the 
Gulf of Mexico. The most common of animals is the deer, 
and the country abounds in turkeys, partridges, geese, ducks, 
and various other species of smaller game; and fish in abund
ance may be taken in the rivers an<l bays." 

.All the rivers of .Alabama, except the Tennessee, fl.ow into 
the Gulf of Mexico. Most of these are navigable nearly their 
entire length for light draught steamers, with occasional 
interruptions during the season of low water. The coast
line of the State is limited to an extent of about sixty miles, 
but in this is embraced .Mobile Bay, a broad and deep land
locked basin, some thirty miles in length, into which empty 
nearly all the navigable rivers of the State. This bay forms 
the best and most extensive harbor on the entire southern 
coast. 

Before the war .Alabama was increasing rapidly in popula
tion and wealth. In common with other Southern States, she 
has suffered severely from the ravages of war, but is slowly 
recovering her former thriftiness and prosperity. The de
rangement of labor, growing out of the new order of things, 
bas sensibly diminished the annual production of corn and 
cotton, and prompted encouragement to immigration. Great 
inducements are now offered to those who wish to become 
permanent settlers. 

Ne:nly 7,000,000 acres of public land yet remain unsold in 
Alabama, and besides, there are thousands of well improved 
plantations which can be bought or leased on favorable terms. 

The climate of the more elevated portions of the State is 
more agreeable and salubrious than in the lower, which 
frequently lack good water, and are more or le s subject to 
congestive and bilious fevers, and fever and ague. But little 
snow falls, ice seldom forms in the southern portion, and fruit
trees blossom in February. Cotton, and corn are the prin
cipal productions of Alabama; Mobile, the largest city in the 
State, being second only to New Orleans in its shipments of 
cotton. Mobile had in 1860, a population of 30,000. It is 
situated on :Mobile River, near its entrance to the bay of the 
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same name. Its site is a sandy plain, which slopes gradually 

down to the river. It is well built, and contains many fine 

public and private buildings, and is not only the metropolis of 

Alabama, but the second commercial city of the Gulf. The 

Alabama and Tombigbee rivers, and the Mobile and Great 

Northern, and Mobile and Ohio railroads, connect it with the 

interior, and a daily line of steamers run to New Orleans, 

making the passage in about thirteen hom-s, through Lake 

Borgne. 
Other important cities of Alabama are, Montgomery, the 

capital, and second city in size, Tuscaloosa, Wetumpka, Marion, 

Talladega, Florence, Athens, Jacksonville, &c. 
The following is extracted from the last Report of the Gen

eral Land Office :-

Alabama dm-iYes its name from the aboriginal language, signi
fyin<T "here we rest." Its extreme length from north to south is 
336 "'and the breadth ranaes from 148 to 200 miles. Its area is 

' "' 50,722 square miles, or 32,462,080 acres. 
The population in 1820 was 122,901; in 1840, 590,756; in 1850, 

771,623; in 1860, 964,201. Even after the desolations of war the 
pre cut population can not be less than 1,250,000. 

The first white men that set foot upon the soil of this State 
were the adventurers under De Soto, in their famous march to the 
l\lissi ippi. They found the aborigines a_ formida~Jle obsta?le, 
evincing a more intelligent manhood and higher social orgamza
tion than their compatriots farther uorth. 

The first settlement was made by the French, under Bienville, 
who built a fort on l\Iobile Bay in 1702. Nine years afterward 
the present site of Mobile was occupied. 

The peace of 1763 transferred to the Br_iti~h _cr~wn all the. ter
ritory north of the Gulf n.nd east of the h s1ss1pp1. Its agricul
tural value soon attracted an Anglo-American immigr:1tion, in the 
mass of which the original French element was absorbed. Ala
bama, in point of population, now ranks as fourth among the 
Southern States. 

The· soil varies with the geographical locality and elevation. 
The mountain region of the north is well suited to grazing a1;d 
stock-raisin" and is interspersed with valleys of excellent s01l. 
The unduh~in~ surface of the cent~·al portion is ,~ell w3:t~r.ed, 
and, especially m the river bottoms, highly charged with fert1lizmg 
elements. 

The valley of the Alabama is one of the richest on the continent. 
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The r~moval of ~be canebrakes of l\larengo and Greene counties 
has d1s?lose<l soil of s~rpassing quality. Toward the coast th~ 
Yegetat1011 beco!'Iles d~c1dedly tropical. Cotton is the great staple, 
~ut ~ugar-ca1~e i~ cultirnted on the neck between l\Iis, i sippi and 
] lon~a, and rncli1so has been prod need in considerable quantities. 
Oaks m great vanety, poplars, hickories, chestnuts, and mulberrief: 
cover the northern and central parts, while in the south the pine' 
cy,rres,;, :-ind loblo)ly ar_e the prevailing species. ' 

r~e clmrntc van~s with the latitude, app~·oaching within seven 
degrees of_thc tro~ic~. The southern coast 1s strongly as imilated 
to th~ torrid zon~ m its temperature. The nights, however, arc 
alle:rnted, even m the hottest weather, by the Gulf breezes. 
Durmg the coldest seasons the rivers, even in the north are 
sel~01n_froze~1~ and the general wintc1: temperature of the St~te is 
ve1y m1ld. lhe_ low lands near the nvers are malarious, but the 
State gen~rally is rema!-k'.1'ble for salubrity. 

The a~ncultural stat1st1cs of 1860 disclose an atlvancc in ten 
rear~, of fifty p~r cent. in the amount of land brought un!ler cul
t1vat10n, and o~ nearly two hunclred per cent. in the value of 
farms and farm implements. 

Live stock presents some enlaro-ement of a<T<Tre<Tate numbers 
d th d bl . 1 b . "'"' "' ' an more an ou cs m va uc. Ammal products, such as but- , 

tcr, cheese, wool honey, and slaughtered animals, have increased 
~fty _per cent. Cereals, tobacco, cotton, potatoes, and bay show 
hk~ mcrcmcnt. l\Iarket garden products nearly double in value 
w½1le orchard P.r~ducts increase nearly fifteen fold. Like th~ 
nc1ghbormg Gulf States, an injudicious cultivation of cotton to
~a_cco, and o~he1· heavy staples, has somewhat exhausted the' for 
t1lity of port10_ns ~f the land. Tillage and rotation of crops will 
remedy _the nuschief and restore the elements of productiveness. 
The agricultural development of Alabama awaits the final adjust
~-cnt of tl?e system of labor, the State possessing elements prom-
1S1ng a bright future. 
. 1:'he min~ral resources of Ala?ama are sufficiently known to 
rnd1c'.1'te their abundance a!1d vanety. The central region is un
derlaid by va t beds of iron ore, alternating with thick coal 
measure~ ~f great ex_tent. The juxtaposition of these minerals 
favors mmmg operations and the processes of preparin(T ii-on for 
n:~arket. Lea~,. manganese, ochers, and marbles, are"' found in 
different local~ties, and even gold is reported. Sulphur and 
chaly ueate sprrngs are of freq neut occurrence. 

_The r~turns of 1860 show 1,459 manufacturino- establishments 
with capital of80,098,181, producing articles valu~d at $10,588,571; 
at an outlay for labor and raw material of $7,622,903 ; the margin 
?f profits wa 2,96?,668, or nea~·ly 30 per cent. on the capital 
~nvested. A ne,! er~ m m~nufactunng enterprise may be expected 
In the reorgamzation ot labor now in progress in this and other 
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-St.ates, iu which this great industrial interest will find its true posi-
tion and influence in the social system. . 

The natural advantages possessed by Alabam:i, arc v~ry ~m
portant. The magnificent Bay of l\Iob1le and a nver nay1gat10n 
of 1 500 miles form an outlet not only to her own productions, but 
also' to those of the neio-hborinO' States. A very consiclcrablc 
foreirrn and domestic com~crce h~s its i;:eat at Mobile, which will 
incre~se with the development of the State._ The natural :tel nin
tagcs arc being supplemented by an extensive syst~m of railroads 
yet iu its infancy. In 1860 Alabama had 743 m1!es completed 
and in full operation, with several l~tmdred more 11~ pro~ess of 
construction or projected. These will connect Mobile with the 
prominent railroad centers of the country and permeate the whole 
State with their beneficial influence. 

Montgomery, the capital, with_ a population o_f 10_,000, ~n the 
left bank of the Alabama, 340 miles above l\Iob1~e, 1s admirably 
located for a domestic commercial depot. Its railroad commum
cations are extensive and increasing, while the f\labam~, which 
never freezes and is seldom affected by drought, is one of the best 
steamboat rivers in the country. The city is well built, with 
numerous literary institutions and periodicals circulating exten
siYely through the State. Its' commercial transactions are on an 
important scale. 

From a recent Report of the Department of Agriculture, 
we copy the following:-

PRESENT VALUE OF LAND AS Col:IPARED WITTI 1860.-The 
county reports show an average decrease in th_e price . of farm 
lands of about sixty per cent.; no county reportrn9 an wcrea~e. 
The decline is not uniform throughout the State, berng affecte<l m 
many cases by local causes and varying according to the size of 
the tracts or farms offered for sale. Coosa County exhibits a de
crease of at least fifty per cent. in large phntatio1~s, whi_le small 
and well-improved farms sell at about the same pncc as rn 1860. 
The maximum decrease reported is in the counties of Conecuh and 
Montgomery, where it re~ches ninety per cent. A decline of fifty 
per cent. i:i observable 111 Macon County. Our correspondent 
writes as follows: "In l 8GO the lands of Macon ranged m value 
from three to fift,y dollars per acre. As th<: county is penetra~ed 
by two leading !ines of railway, co~nectmg on the east with 
Columbus, Georgia, ancl on the ,~est with Montgome1:y,_Alabama, 
access to market is ready and reliable. The county 1s m general 
remarkable for the salubrity of its atmosphere, and in man_y parts 
for the fertility of its soil. Toward the northern extremity the 
geological formation _is metamorphic, presenting l_imestoncs ofve17 
considerable economic value. The southern port10n of the count1y 
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lies in the upper margin of that wicle belt of the cretaceous form
ation which stretches entirely through the State, and which fur
nishes some of the richest lands in the cotton grnwing State . " In 
Marengo County, near the western border of the State, the de
crease is 66 per cent., though some of the best lands in the State, 
worth, in 1860, $20 to $75 per acre, are included within its limits. 
The reporter says: "In the section known as the Canebrakes, 
plantations rarely change hands during the lifetime of the owners. 
A gently undulating surface, a, soil of great fertility, and a pure 
air, characterize this portion of the country. Cedars of large size 
originally covered most of the land, and constituted the foncinO' 
material. The soil, being largely impregnated with lime, i~ 
admirably adapted to the cereal crops, while cotton, in favorable 
seasons, yield large returns. Corn, cultivated on the same land for 
thirty years without man me, frequently yields 50 bushels per acre. 
These lands are intrinsically as valuable as any in the U nitecl 
States. In other parts of the country are larO'e :treas of improv
ed fertile 'post oak' and river lands, that "~re worth, in 1860, 
$20 to $30 per acre. All these advantages must, m time, make 
the country exceedingly attractive to immigration. Cnt up into 
small farms, and cultivated by an intelligent population, these 
lands will rapidly attain their former value, :md probably exceed 
it." There is a class of canebrake lands in many counties of cen
tral Alabama, of a similar character. 

PRESE T PmcE OP UNIMPROVED LANDS.-The average price of 
unimproved lands maybe stated at$1.75,the range being from 12 
cents to 85, including a variety in quality and natural capabilities. 
In Macon, Conecuh, Butler, Clrnmbers, Morgan, Tuscaloosa, ancl 
some other counties, the general character of such lands is poor; 
pine forests, with a thin soil, coveringla rge areas. The timber con
stitutes the chief value of such lands, though, in some cases, when 
cleared, especially upon the banks of the small stream , they pro
d nee well. In some other sections of the State, the uncultintted 
land' are heavily timbered with pine, oak, hickory, poplar, 'falnut, 
mulberry, &c. They are generally attached. to plantn.tions, and 
are used as summer ranges for cattle and hogs. · '\Vith a proper 
system of culture, and an industrious, energetic population, a large 
portion of the now unimproved lands will be reclaimed, and prove 
of crreat value. 

'fhe inducements presented for the investment of capital, and 
the immigration of intelligent labor in the agricultural :ind min
eral resources of the State must, at some future time, make it one 
of the mo. t desirable portions of the country. 

TmBER.-Immense forests of the finest qualities, and most val
un.ble kinds of timber cover large tracts of land in the counties of 
Marengo, Clark, St. Clair, Clay, Marshall, Randolph, Lee, Baine, 
Hale, Chambers, Montgomery, and mauy others; while in Tusca-



446 WIIERE TO EMIGRATE, A:ND W'IIY. 

loosa, Perry, Butler, Conecuh, Coosa, Calhoun, and Macon, pine, 
in seemingly inexhaustible quantities, awaits the introtlnction of' 
steam saw-mills. As yet, but little lumber is sawe<l beyond the 
wants of the resident population, in part, owing to the want of 
cheap tran portation. 

:MrnERAI.s.-Minerals have been lavishly distributed. Coal, 
iron, goll1, silver, copper, lime, granite, and serpentine, are found 
in many localities; and, in some instances, were succc fully 
mincu before the commencement of the war. In Randolph 
County, gold was discovered in 183G, and fortunes were made by 
mininrr. In Baine County, the indications of copper and lead in the 
mountains have been sufficient to induce efforts, on a small scale, to 
develop them. Lee County produces granite of an inferior quali
ty; and also a coarse serpentine, which ·was worked, by the abo
rigines, into water-vessels, and is now used for backing fireplaceR, 
&c., &c. 

CROPs.-Previous to 1860, cotton received by far the greatest 
share of attention, and constituted almost the only article of ex
port. Other crops were raised for home consumption, and made 
subsidiary to it. For many years pa t the yield, per acre, of the 
great staple has been steadily diminishing under the careless sys
tem of culture it obtains, no return being made to the soil for the 
continued and exhaustive demands made upon it. An almost 
universal complaint is made of the unprofitableness of cotton 
culture at present prices and in the unsettled condition of labor, 
and a determination expressed to devote more attention to the 
cereals ancl root-crop , some of which are well suited to the soil 
anu climate. 

Red May, purple-straw, blue-stem, Orleans, white l\Iay, red 
Mediterranean, common white, and other varieties of wheat are 
sown. Winter wheat is almost exclusively grown, but the crop 
is a very uncertain one, and but little care taken in its culture; 
drilling is almo t unknown, the "brush drag" being frequently 
U!'-ed to cover the grain sown npon roughly-plowed land. Re<l 
May, Orleans 1\Iay, blue-stem, and purple-straw, are e pecially men
tion('d as being earlier, more hardy, and less liable to rust, the 
great enemy of the wheat crop in that region. ceding is done 
during October and November, and harvesting from May 20 to 
June 20. 

No special attention has been given to the cultivation of 
grasses. Crab-grass is the most common of the indigenous kinds, 
springing up in oat-fields, and taking complete possession of the 
corn lands as soon as the cultivation of the crop ceases, thus fur
nishing good summer pasture. On worn-out lands broom sedge 
springs up, affording good early pasture, but becoming too dry 
and harsh by midsummer. In many places the Bermuda grass 
bas taken firm foothold, and withiu a few years the Lespedeza has 
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mauc its appearance, displacing all other varieties, and provinrr a 
very valuable acquisition to the pastures. In Marengo anu II~le 
counties, red clover has been found to do well on the richer soils, 
but it is not generally cultivated. 8ome other varieties, such as 
flag grass, "nimble will," &c., have good local reputation. 

FRUITS, in great variety, flourish. Apples, peaches, pears, 
plums, figs, apricots, pomegranates, grapes, melons, berries, &c., 
are grown, or grow spontaneously; but little attention, how
ever, is paid to fruit culture, except for home consumption. 
The Scuppernong grape is reported by a correspondent in 1\Ia
rengo County to be entirely free from rot, and to yield certainly 
and largely. In Perry County 3,000 to 4,000 quarts of strawber
ries per acre, valued at 20 cents to 50 cents per quart, is not con
sidered an unusual yield. A farmer in l\Iacon County realized 
$87.50 from the melons grown upon one-eighth of an acre. 

CORRESPONDENCE, 

TALLADEGA, Au., .1Vovernber 5, 1868. 
Mr. F. B. GODDARD:-

DEAR Sm: * * * I will briefly notice, seriatim, the points to 
which you call attention in your letter. 

1st. Talladega County has been long distinguished for the fer
tility of its soil, but after a constant cultivation for twenty-five 
years, and that, too, in the most unskillful manner, it is, of course, 
somewhat worn; but being composed of chocolate-colored clay, 
mixed with some sand and iron ore, it is susceptible of easy 
improYement. No system of manuring has ever been known here. 
The soil ha yielded so freely that such a thing bas rarely ever 
been thought 0£ vVherc it has been done, however, the product
iveness has been increased from twenty-five to fifty per cent. Of 
its own native strength, abused as it has been, it now yields-of 
corn from ten to thirty-five bushels per acre, of wheat from ten to 
twenty bushels per acre, and other grain in proportion; of cotton, 
from eight hundred to two thousand pounds per acre; fruits aml 
vegetables grow abundantly. The price ranges'from six to fifteen 
dollars per acre. 

2ll The labor consists mostly of freedmen, at ten dollars per 
month, or a portion of the crop-one-half or one-third, according 
to what is furnished by the parties for making the crop. What 
we need is intelligent laborers, with the latest and most approved 
labor-saving machinery-, which we hope to sec soon. 

3d. We have but little very warm weather here. The ther
mometer rises sometimes to 98°, for a period of ten or twenty days, 
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but we haye, throughout the summer, a J?lcasant breeze from the 
Gul£ Sometimes we have one snow durm~ the winter, and that 
only two or three inches deep, disappearing m a clay or two. ,v e 
have had two light frosts up to this time, and they occurred 
within the last week. I have spent most of my life in the .i: orth, 
and am prepared to appreciate the mildness and delightfulness of 
this climate, and especially-that which is above all-the health
fulness of the country. 

4th. Timber abounds; oak (clitferent species), hickory, ash, pop
lar, pine, &c., &c. There is a formation of marble thirty miles in 
length in this county. Iron ore abounds. Limestone everywhere, 
convertible into lime at a very small cost. 

5th. The Selma, Rome & Dalton Railroad runs through this 
county, thus affording communication with any portion of the 
Union. It is about 100 miles to Selma, and the same to Rome, 
Georgia, either of which is a good market for every thing raised. 
The town of Talladega, which is immediately on this road, has 
about two thousand inhabitants, ancl is growing. 

6th. Good school and religious advantages. There are three 
churches, Baptist, Presbyterian, and Methodist, and four or five 
schools. 

7th. The ~reat majority of the people are native Americans
the older citizens from different States. 

I am very truly, 
PAUL STEVENS. 

MONTGOMERY, ALA., July 31, 1868. 
DEAR Sm: Your letter of the 29th inst., asking for informa

tion in regard to this State, has been received. 
This part of the State is usually called the cotton belt-a tract 

of country varying in width from fifty to one hundred mile,-, ancl 
running across the State in a direction nearly ca t and west. 
It is a very fertile region. The soil is generally nearly black, 
containing a large per cent. of lime. The growth, oak, hickory, 
white-oak, and post-oak. There are, however, within this scope 
of country, tracts of land, varying in extent, where the soil is 
sandy. The growth, long-leaf pine. Thi was the great planting 
region of the State. The lands are generally owned in large 
bodies, and deyotcd almost exclusively to the growth of corn and 
cotton. The large proportion of the black population is found 
here, and the tendency of those fonnd in other parts of the State 
is to the cotton belt. Lying north of this cotton belt is a section 
of the State differing widely from it. The climate, soil, variety, 
value of the productions, and salubrious climate, all make it one 
of the most delightful parts of the United States. The Alleghany 
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)fountains, as you know, enter the State on the northeast, and 
while they diminish in height, incrcas€ in wiJ.th, forming a coun
try of parallel riclcres and intervening valleys more than one hun
dred miles across. ,:\Vhilc much of this country is unfit for farming, 
many of its valleys are exceedingly fertile, and the hills abound in 
mineral. Springs of the purest water are abundant-the streams 
affortl a great variety of fish, and the finest of water-power. 

As to the productions, cotton grows well; careful cultivation 
has been known to produce over 500 pounds of clean cotton to the 
acre thoucrh with the proce,-ses usually employed not half that 
amo;mt is })rod ucecl. Corn grows well, better than in the North
ern States, though not so abundant in its yield as in the Vv est. 
Wheat is a valuable crop, as it comes into market before the 
N orthcrn crop, and al ways commands the highest price. As fine 
fruit as the continent affords-apples, peachell, pear,-, plums, grapes, 
ficrs pomegranates, trawberrics, in fact all the fruits of the nited 
States (except the oranges of Florida), of the finest quality and 
the greatest quantity, may be produced. The hop-vine grows 
well and I am confident the yield will exceed that of the North 
and 'west. Every variety of vegetables can be grown. The hil_ly 
portions furniRh endless pastures for sheep and cattle, while 
the hickory, oak, and pine, in the fall and winter, afford abundant 
food for hogs. 

:Minerals of great value are cxcedingly abundant. The coal 
fields of the State embracincr an area of six thousand square miles, 
afford fuel equal to that of Pennsylvania. The Red Mountain, so 
calle<l because of its beds of red iron ore, nms for more than one 
hundred milC's across the State, with a strata, of solid ore, varying 
from two to ci<Yht feet thick. Beds of brown iron ore of most 
marvelous ext~nt and of the finest quality, are found in the 
counties of Bibb Shelby, J effcrson, Talladega, St. Clair and Clai
borne. IIerc ~re · found also beds of the purest limestone; 
marble, white, gray and varigated; hydraulic limestone; litho: 
graphic stone, manganese, sulphate of Baryta, slate, firc-proof
stone, flag-stone, sancl-stone, equal to the brown ston~ of New 
York, porcelain clay, and reel ochre. In shor~, all t_he nunerals to 
be found anywhere in the Alleghany 1\lountam region, from New 
York southward, are here in Alabama. 

This recrion is populated almost exclusively by white people. 
Before th~ war, when the wealth of the State was engaged in the 
culture of cotton its vast and diversified mineral resources were 
in a crrcat mca u~·e overlooked. It is one of the most beautiful 
regitns on the globe. Freed from the rigor of Northern winters 
by its latitude, and also from the great heat of the Sout~10rn 
summers by its elevation, it is certainly one of the mo t delight
fol countries to be found. 

As to its facilities for transportation, the Selma, Rome and 
29 
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Dalton Railroad runs alono- its southeastern border for its whole 
length; the South and ortb Alabama Railroad, now in proc :;sol' 
coustruction, from :Montzomery to Decator, on the Tonnes ee 
l{iver, will cross it in a direction nearly uorth a11d south. 

The Mobile and hattanooga Railroad will run through it from 
northeast to southwest. The Opelika ancl Elyton Railroad 
will pa ·s through it from southeast to north we t, so that it 
promi e at no distant day abundant facilities for transportation. 

The farming lands can Le purchased for from five to ten dollars 
per acre. 

What this country needs is population accustomed to improved 
modes of agriculture, to the raising of stock, to mining and 
manufacturiug. It can furnish happy and thriving home. to hun
dreds and thousands of such. In every neighborhood will be found 
a school-house ancl a church, althouo-h the educational facilities 
arc confined to the rudiments of learning, and worship to the 
simplest form$. 

In conclusion, permit us to say that we think no State in the 
Union pro mi ·es such an inviting field for labor, capital and enter
prise as Alabama. 

Respectfully, 
NEWMAN & IIUGIIES. 

Mr. F. B. GODDARD, ew York. 

FLORENCE, LAUDERDALE COUNTY, ALA., l 
July 30, 1868. f 

Sm; Land can be bought here, in any sized body wished for, 
from 5 to 10 an acre, which will produce from 400 to 1,000 lbs. 
per acre of cotton, and from five to ten bu hels of corn; wheat, 
from six to fifteen bushels. Our county is as healthy as any in 
the United States. The Tennessee Hfrer passes along the whole 
border; it is well watered with springs, creeks, &c. \Ve desire 
emigrants above all things. 

Yours, &c., 
J. W. STEWART. 

F. B. GODDARD, Esq. :-
Tuscu11rnrA, ALA., August 5, 1868. 

DEAR Sm; * * * Our soil may be considered old, having 
been in cultivation some forty years, but produce exceedingly 
well, c pecially if manured a little. It produces from five to 
eight barrels of corn per acre, witbgood seasons; and from 500 to 
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800 lb . of seed-cotton. In other worclf;, three acres will make a 
good-s~ze<l bale of J)icked cotton. It produces wheat, on an aver

age, of ~rom 12 to 20 ~)Ush~ls per acre; sweet, and Irish potatoes, 
and fnuts of every kiml, 111 abundance. Our country is rather 
scarce of water and wood; but coal is convenient in East Tennes
see, and on the railroad running from Charleston S. C. to l\Iem-
phis, Tennessee, on the l\lissi-,sippi River. ' , ' 

The landed estates arc generally laro-c but tho owners are now 
willing to cnt them up i~to small t1;dts, to accommodate pur
chasers, at from 88 to 812 per acre. The negro, or black labor, is 
J?referable, as they are better able to stand the hot sun ; it is worth 
trom 88 to 812 per month, and rations found. ,vhitc laborers 
would be preferred if they could stand the sun thouo-h a crrcat 

1. ' "' "' 
~any poo1· w 11te people arc leaving our mountains, and coming 
mto the valley on the larg_e plantations, and cultiYating the oil 
on share,, or some are rentmg land at 2.50 to 83 per :1cre. \Ve 
have se,·cral N orthcrn families near our town from .:.\Iichio-an and 

' "' other Northern States, who arc much pleased with the climate 
and !:'oil. The majority of our people are .Americans from North 
Carolina and Virginia. 

\V c arc convenient to the :Mem1)his market 160 miles and can 
d. f' ' ' 1spose o c,·ery thing we can produce in twenty-four hours' time. 
Our _people ar? anxious for emigrants to settle here, and they will 
be kmdly received and welcomed among us. Our mountain lands 
can be enterec~ at 12½ cts. per acre, suitable for the culture of 
grapes and frmts. Yours, &c., 

GEO. W. CREAMER. 

• 



MISSISSIPPl 

TnIS State possesses many characteristics in common with 
Alabama, which forms its eastern boundary. Its length from 
north to south is 334 miles, and its average breadth, 150. It 
contains 30,1 '79,840 acres, of which nearly 5,000,000 acres are 
unsold public lands, open to the settler under the homestead 
and pre-emption laws, although probably the best lands are 
claimed by individuals, as in other long settled States. The 
population in 1860 was '791,395, ot' which more than one
half was colored. The total population is now estimated at 
900,000. 

The surface of Mississippi is generally undulating, with a pre
vailing slope to the south and southwest, as is apparent from 
the general course of its numerous streams. It possesses no 
mountains; but along the Mississippi are numerous hills, 
called bluffiS, which rise to the height of from 50 to 100 feet 
above the bottom lands, which lie between them and the river. 
This bluff region forms, with some exceptions, a belt of terri
tory from ten to twenty-five miles in width, bordered upon the 
east by extensive plains, and extending north as far as the 
mouth of the Yazoo River. The bluff region is fertile, 
and covered naturally with thick forests of ash, oak, gnm, ma
ple, poplar, &c. From the Yazoo northward, for 1 '70 miles, 
embracing the valley of the Yazoo, is a vast swampy region, 
from 20 to 50 miles in width, annually overflowed by the Mis
s1ss1ppi. Portions of this section are sufficiently elevated for 
cultivation, and are of astonishing fertility, producing almost 
unequaled crops of cotton and corn. The eastern and central 
parts of the State are generally elevated table-lands, filled 
~ith clear running streams, very healthy, with much very rich 
land, adapted to cotton and corn. In some 11ortions the soil 
is fertile, but thin; and the loam is often washed away by the 
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rains so as to expose the sandy subsoil. The bottomn are uni
Ycrsally productive and desirable. 

In the northeast is the "Tombigbee," or prairie country, 

extending for a considerable distance down the Alabama line. 

This region is level, and the streams are sluggish. The soil is 

an inexhaustible black adhesiYe loam, of great fertility, and 

yields immense crops of cotton and other products. 
From the prairie region south, along the line of the Mobile 

and Ohio Railroad, the surface i· more uneven and hilly, with 

frequent beautiful and fel"tile valleys. The soil is sometimes 

sandy, and is not, ·as a whole, characterized by the extreme fer

tility of some other portions of the State. Some of the coun

ties, as in Lauderdafo, abound in lime~tone and iron ore. This 

section of the tate is extremely healthy, and while not produc

ing, comparatively, a large yield of cotton, is well adapted to 

grain, and is famous for i ts cattle. 
The southern counties, for 100 miles from the Gulf, are 

generally low and sandy. They are covered with pine forest , 

interspersed with wamps, and are not remarkable for their 

agricultural capacity. The bottoms of the 1Iississippi are 

probably the best lands of the State, and where embankments 

are established to protert them from the annual destructive 

inundations of the river, they will equal in productivene s any 

lands upon the continent; and their "iuexhanstible richness 

bids defiance even to the appetite of the devouring cotton

plant." Commi sioner \V1L oN, of the Land Office, says:

" The agricultural capacity of Iississippi is incalculable. In 
the amount of land reduced to cultivation, the returns of 1 60 

show an increase in the number of acres of sixty per cent. in 

ten ycara, and in the Yalue of farms and agricultural imple

ments of ove1· 200 per cent. The liYe stock ba,Te, on the 

whole, enlarged their numbers, and more than doubled in 

value. 'J'he animal products, of butter, cheese, won), slaugh

tered animals, and honey, have increased their volume, in 

some cases, fifty per cent. The.cereal crops, with tobacco, cot

ton, peas, beans, potatoes, and hay, have had a still greater 
increment. 
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"The products of orchards and market gardens ha,·e tripled 
and quadrupled. 

"The reorganization of labor will requi1 e time after the 
struggles of the late civil war. With an entire revolution 
in the theory of the industrial system of the State, it is beyond 
doubt that the agricultural interests of Mississippi will yet be 
one of the great productive powers of American civilization." 

A writer in the American Oyclopm-dia says:-" The fer
tility of the soil, and a favorable climate, give to Mississippi 
eminent advantages as an agricultural State. There is, per
haps, no other country in the world that has such alluvial 
lands as the Mississippi bottom contains. An alluvial plain, 
in a mild climate, level as the surface of the ocean, aml of' 
inexhaustible fertility. And this plain is only a small part of 
the fertile lands of the State. The table-lands of the north, 
the loams along the bluffs and banks of the :Mississippi, the 
dark and heavy prairie lands, and the inland bottoms, are of 
scarcely less fertility. The prairies, especially in the Tombig
bee district, furni::-h excellent pasturage. The climate is re
markably equable; sugar is produced in the south, and cotton 
forms the great staple of a large part of the State. Wheat 
and other grains occupy the northern districts. All the 
fruits of temperate climates gl'Ow here in perfection . Plums, 
peaches, and figs, are abundant, and in the south, the orange. 
Most of the streams abound in fislt. Paroquets are seen as far 
north as "atchez, and wild turkeys and pigeons abound ." 

The climate of Mississippi is mild and generally healthful. 
The winters average colder by a few degrees than points in 
the same latitude upon the coast. 

There were 872 miles of railroad completed and in operation 
in the State in 1860, and there is no doubt that the railroad 
system will continue rapidly to expand. 

Jackson, the capital, is situated on Pearl River, 45 miles 
from the Mississippi, from which point it is connected by the 
Vicksburg and Meridan Railway, and with New Orleans, 
distant 183 miles, by the New Orleans, Jackson and Great 
Northern Railway. It is regularly built, on level ground, 
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has a population of about fonr thousand and is a prominellt 
depot. 

' Natchez is also the center of a large cotton trade. It is 
situated on a high bluff overlooking the Missis,ippi River. 
2 0 miles above New Orleans. Its population in 1860 was 
nearly 7,000. Vicksburg, 408 miles above New Orleans, on 
the river, is also an important commercial point. This city 
will long live in history as one of the principal objecti.e 
points in the late war of secession. It was fortified by the 
Confode1·ates at an early period of the war, and controlled the 
navigation of the river until its final capitulation to the North
ern army under General Grant. Its population in 1860 was 
about 5,000, and before the war it was a great cotton mart. 

The tenor of all our letters from Mississippi is, that im
migrants are earnestly desired, and many inducements are 
ofl:erecl to industrious tillers of the soil. 

We copy the following from the monthly Report of the 
Department of Agriculture for March, 1868 :-

VALUE OF LAJI.TDS AS CmIPARED w1Trr 1860.-Returns from 
)lississippi indicate a large decrea c in value of farm lands as 
compared with the valuation of 1860. De Soto and Tippah, in 
the extreme northern part of the State, show a decrea c of 75 
and 50 per cent., respectively, attributed almost entirely to the 
unsettled condition of political and financial affairs, and the dis
astrous results of the cotton culture of the past. In De Soto, one 
year ago, farming lands wonld sell for about three-fourths their 
value in 1860, but the financial di~tres , consequent upon the fall 
of cotton prices, has thrown a great deal of land on the market, 
ancl reduced the price to ...-cry low figures, more than threc-fonrtl1s 
of all the lan<l. in the county being for sale, and much of it must 
be c1i posed of at forced sale, it having been mortgaged for sup
plies, &e. The same may be said of many other counties, largely 
engao-ed in cotton culture. Alono- the central tier of counties, 
Kemper reports a decrease of 75 p~· cent.; Lauc1erclale, 70 to 80; 
Winston, (Hl to 75 ; Attala, 66; Leake, 50; Washington, 75; 
Yazoo, 66 ; l\fadison, 60 to 70; Hinds, 75-with few sales at any 
price. In Pike County, in the south, bordering on Louisiana, 
farming lancls have fallen in Yalue 50 per cent., except those ad
jaeent to railroads, while in the adjoining county of 1\forion the 
decrease is f;et down at 75 per cent. The average depreciation 
throughout the State is 65 per cent. 
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PRICE OF L~'l)s.-Ifolf of the lancl of Mississippi is not includ
ed in far'ms, and only a third of the area in farms has ever been 
at one time under improvement. In the best cotton districts, 
cultivated lands have been comparatively high, but few were 
ever held at their intrinsic value, on account of the extent of the 
unoccupied area in the southwest. In the southeastern portion 
of the ~tate, between the capital, Jackson, ancl :Mobile, iu Ala
bama, the population is .parse, the land mostly is unentered, the 
soil sandy, with a small extent of rich creek bottoms, the price 
of unimpi·o,,ed tracts Yarying from twelrn cents to one dollar per 
aere. The growth is composed of oaks, hickory, gum, cypress, 
ana long-leafed pine, the latt<>r predominating, of great height 
and size, of inclu trial importance in connection with tnrp('ntinc
making and lumbering. The soil, like other sandy loams, is 
ea~ily worked, and productive for a few years, becoming exhaust
eel with constai1t cropping and no fertilizing. A bale of cotton 
per acre has been obtained upon such soil; sweet potatoes in un
limited quantities are easily produced, and might prove a source 
of laro-e revenue under the new mode of slicing and drying for 
distant markets; the castor-oil bean grows finely here, and might 
be made a source of profit and improvement to the soil; peaches 
are a sure and abundant crop, beginning to beat· in th1·ec years 
from the seed; and wool-growing will prove remunerative and a 
valuable am.-iliary to tillage farming, wild grasses everywhere 
abounding, succulent and rank in growth by the mic1:ile of 
February. 

The water is excellent, anrl the climate healthy. All that is 
nccdccl to start this region upon a career of prosperity is a rail
road to the Gulf coast from Rome point on the .Mississippi Central. 
\Vith such a road, land now a drug at 12i cents per aerc, woulu 
be greedly taken at ·1, and eventually, with improvements, would 
be cheap at ·20. Similar lands, though gcnemlly b('tter, on the 
line of the New Orleans, Jackson and Great Northern road, west 
of Pearl River, are now attainable at $5 to d0, or 20, near 
stations, and are bargains at those prices. In the northern part 
of the State, unimproved tracts average abont ~·1 per acre; in 
Hinds County, $2.50; in Madison, ·2; in \V ashington, on the 
ri Yer, fine l\Ii~sissippi bottoms, perhaps nnsnrpa>1>1<'<l in the world, 
·5 per acre. On the line of the .i\Iobile and Ohio Uailroad, 2.50 

is a common price. The Hinds and J'.lfoclif-on County unimproved 
lands will yielcl 300 pounds ginned cotton, 25 bushels of eom 
or 200 bushels of sweet potato<>s per acre without manure. Pro
dncti ve tracts in Yazoo can be purchased for 50 cents per acre, 
In De Soto arc some sixty sections of "Mississippi bottom" at 
$4 or less, per acre. 

The following statement concerning wild lanrls in Pike County. 
is made by ,vm. H. Garland, correspondent for that county:-
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"The aYerage value of wilu or unimproYcd lands, within a cir
cuit of three or four miles of a railroad depot, is about $5 per 
acre, but taking the ·whole county it is about 50 cents per acre. 
The general surface of the county is undulating, marked by 
long leading ridges, which divide the water-c?urscs. The bot
tom lancl are bommock, and arc very productive, except where 
there is too much sand." 

The southern portion of the State, west of Pearl Ri,·er, is very 
similar in character of soil to western Tennessee. The surf:!ce is 
a loam, enriched with humus, underlaiu with a stiff clay inter
mixed with loam, beneath which is a stratum of sand and gravel. 
Numerous water-courses drained bottom land , varying from a 
few rods to a mile in width, still richer in plant food, and cndur
ino-ly prodnctiYe. This region, like that cast of Pearl River, is 
win wooded with several species of oak, hickory, beech, poplar, 
cypre,s, magnolia, &c., from which com,ic1erablc lumber has been 
profitably manufactured. The soil in Hinds, ,Yancn, anu :Mad
ison contains limestone and marls, and i;;: exceedingly productive. 
l\Iuch of the soil in the northern counties is very productive, and 
from Vickshnrg to Memphis its fertility iR unsurpassed, and its 
timber of enormous growth. Some of these counties report no 
minerals, "not even a grain of sand," the soil being an unmixed 
alluvial deposit of unknown depth. 

Our correspondent in Pike County says:-
" The altitude of this place an~ some of the adjoining hills being 

500 feet above the gulf, gives the pine a closeness of texture that 
makes it Ycry valuable. The c forests will afford an average of 
10,000 feet of lumber to the acre. Saw-mills in the range of 
transportation were doino- w·cll until the prostration of the country. 
Now, as the lumber can ~1ot be sold for ca b, there is not enough 
capital in the country to run the mills, and mo t of them are 
idle." 

Corro-:..-Cotton is the only Rpec-ialty of agricultural produc
tion. .Mississippi has taken the lead as a cotton-growing State, 
and at one time prodLtced one-fourth of the cotton of the United 
States. Our correspondent in De Soto County, in giving the 
local 1n·odnction of cotton for the years subsequent to and pre
ceding the war, illustrates very fairly the proportionate product 
of the whole cotton-growing belt in those year . Ile Rays:-

" The yield in 1860 was 40,000 bales; in 1866, 16,000; and in 
1867, about 20,000. In 1866, the culture of cotton yielded a fair 
profit; in 1867, not one pound ha paid the co t of production." 

He further says:-
" Wheat :-rows well here, and can be produced in quantities to 

yield a good profit-the average yield being about ten bushels 
per acre. Our best lands yield from fifteen to twenty bushels, 
and by manuring, a greater yield may be realized from average 
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lands. Bnt wheat ancl cotton can not he grown by the same i;ct 
of hands because the so wino- season of wheat co11flicts with the 

' ;::, . . 
picking of cotton, and the_harvestms- o( wheat comrs at the most 
important season for workrng and t_hmmng the c~tton plant, a few 
d:ws in the early part of J nnc bcrng the most important of any 
in the whole cultivating season." 

In the rich alluvial soils of "\Va!,hington County," wheat was 
o-rown durino- the war, and its yield was thirty bn~hels per acre." 
o b . . 

\Vhitc and red varieties have been grown to ~omc extent 111 

Yazoo· white preferred, as less liable to rm,t. In Leake, a prcfrr
ence is' o-iYen to the har1lier retl wheat. Re(l wheat is pn•ferrcd 
in \Yin~ton. In Pike, little attention is paid to wheat, "though 
the grain is plump and the bran is thinner than in more northern 
latitmlcs." In De Soto, "wheat ha. ne,·cr been to any extent an 
article made for market, though the county has two or three 
times before 1 SG0 sent the fir . t to the St. Louis market. In 1860, 
fully half the flour con urned was grown.here; in !866 and_l867, 
ven' little wa n-rown thouo-h the land m " ·heat m 18G7 yielded 

., ::, ' "' 1· . h " 
a o-ood crop. A very large breadth of l:irn 1s now m w cat. 
Tlfc u ual time of sowing is between the 15th of October and 
fir t of r ovembcr, though many f'OW in the early part of October, 
and. ome in the latter portion o_f September. Th~ ti~11c of_harvest
ino- is o-enerally the last week m )lny; early vanet1es, with good 
se~son::, arc cut somewhat earlier. The length of the sea on is 
variou;ly stated, from six to tweh·e montl18. '.]'he fact i1', t~rnt 
stock are never feel to any appreciable extent, with the cxcept1011 
of horses and mulcf'. hecp an<l cattle pick up their Ii ,·ing in tlw 
winter months as in ummcr. It i8 true that sheep and horned 
stock as wen' as horses, are sometime treated to occa.ional 

wintdr pastnragc upon rye 01· barley sown in ~eptcmbP1:. vyith 
this help it is po,;sible to keep large flocks of sheep, with little 
cxpcn e; and other kinds of farm animaL may be brought th~·ougl1 
the winter in o-ood condition without other feed. The pncc of 
paRtnrage is e, timatcd at very low rates; in so!°e counties a. low 
as $2 or 3 per season, while others range higher, up to $1 per 

month. 
Figs and peaches everywhere ~bound, growin~ rapidly _and 

bearino- profusely ancl Rnrcly. Until lately no profit was de1wecl 
from them, and 110w only ou the line of railroad running le!1g~h
wise thro1wh the tate. Formerly peaches were pccumanly 
profitable ~1ly in pork-making. The crop is \Cl'}:' sure in_ the 
southcm part of the tatc; in the northern, it 1s sometimes 

injured by frosts. 
Apples do pretty w ll, jf. kinds are Fclectcd which suit tl~c cli

mate. Small fruits produce in ~Teat ~bundance. 1:h_c pear 1s apt 
to blight, but is favorably mentioned 111 some l~caht1es. Grapr>' 
clo well in the poorest soils, and are free from disease; the Hart-
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for,1, Prolific, Lenoir, Diana, ConcorJ, and Catawba, arc mentioned 
with approval in the southern part of the State. Our correspond
ent in W a hington say · :-

" The peach succeeds remarkably well; the trees are often from 
a foot to fifteen inehes in diameter, and I know some 1 years 
old. One tree will yield more fruit than four in ..i: cw Jersey." 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

The following comprehensive and interesting communica

tion is from a prominent gentleman of Vicksburg, and will 

repay a careful reading:-

VICKSBURG, )11 s., July 30, 1868. 

DEAR Sm: Before the war I was a cott.on-plantcr, and hatl been 
for twenty-seYen years, li\'ing on one of my plantations, where I 
made from 500 to 600 bales of cotton, managed the general affairs 
of the plantation up to the year 1861, and thus became familiar 
with all the details of planting. I planted on the alluvial land. 

1st. The character of the alluvial land for productivcncs is not 
surpassed by the prairies of Illinois. Cotton was our staple pro
duction. I have raised two bales of 400 pounds to the acre, and 
bclie,,c that as much as three bales have been proclnced, and 100 
bushels of corn. Our average crop, however, was about one 500 
pound bale to the acre, and 40 bushels corn to acre. The most 
favorably located alluvial land, perfectly free from overflow, with 
fine improvement~, i.e., with good dwelling and quarters, steam 
o_r horse power gm, and about half the Janel cleared for cultiva
tion, can be bought for from .·10 to $20 per acre. Land equally 
goocl, but subject to OYerflow in the present condition of the 
levees, ituated back a short distance from the river, can be 
bought at from ·3 to '5 per acre. Our hill lands can be bou~ht 
at from '5 to $10 per acre, and some even at 82 and 3, owmg 
to locality and convenience to river or railroad. They will yield 
half a bale of cott.on and about 25 bushels of corn to the acre. 

Big Black bottom lands of best quality, which arc second only 
to alluvial lands of l\Iis issippi Rivci;, can be bought for from $5 
to ~ 10 per acre, with fine improvements .. They yield from¾ to 
I¼balc to the acre, and as much corn as the best aJluvial lands, 
which is about 40 bn hcls averao-e, but sometimes 75 and 80. 

Irish potatoes can be raised o
0

n any of these lands, at the rate 
of 400 bushels to the acre, but will not keep throun-h the summer. 

Sweet potatoes are raised at the rate of 500 to i~ooo bushels to 
the acre. Poor, sandy land produces them as weJJ or better than 
the richer lands. 
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Turnips, if the ground is properly prepared and the season 
favorable, generally make at lea t 600 bushel:; to the acre. 

The rnta-baga is the best variety for this climate, both for the 
table and. tock. They ought to be planted by the first of .July, 
and cultivated, but will make a good crop planted the first of 
September. Tomatoe , cucumbers, cabbage,:, lettuce, beets, 
watermelons, and cantaloupes, arc perfect. 

·wheat, oats, barley, and all the cereals do well in this climate. 
The peach grows to great per~cction; and any man of industry 

can have peaches from the seed m two years. Pears and J.)lums, 
figs, strawberries, raspberries, blackberries, all grow here m the 
greatest perfection. 

Grapes, apples, &c., do well, but not as well as the other fruits. 
The fig is the most delicious and healthy fruit, and bears nearly 
all the summer. 

2<1. Price of labor this year has ruled low, and the supply has 
been abunllant, but the two pre\'iou years it averaged at least 
~12 per month and found. The Rupply is limited when compared 
with our open land-nut more than half of which could be culti
vated by the present population, even if all were disposed to work. 
Field hands are most needed. 

3d. Our climate is the mo. t genial and delightful in the nited 
States· onr summers more pleasant than winter. "\Ye ncYer have 
the extreme heat found in the '\Vest. Sunstroke is of rare occur
rence. vV c have a breeze, generally, clay and night. Persons 
coming here have to undergo an acclimating, ·which is generally 
mild, especially if they are temperate in eating and drinking. The 
writer raised a family of eight children on the alluvial land, and 
owned a plantation where there were 100 negrocs, ancl out of that 
number at one period in three years there was but one death. 
,vhite people are equally healthy. ·white men can rai e cotton, as I 
will attempt to prove, with bnt little exposure or risk of sickness. 
Chills and fevers, of a milder type than they have in Illinois, is 
the principal disea e; in fact, almost the only one peculiar to the 
climate. Yellow fever is never found in the country, even a mile 
from a city where it prevails. 

4th. Mis ·i,: ippi and Louisiana abound in the finest oak timber 
in the world. Laro-e bodies of white-oak may be found through
out the country, btrt; our cypres , which only grows in low or flat 
lands, is the great timber of the country. It makes the hel'.t fence 
rails, shingles, pickets, "posts, and rails, split boards 6_ feet Ion&, or 
eYcn 8 and 10, and saws into the fineRt plank, stndd111g, floormg, 
weather-boarding, &c. There is no kind of building that can not 
be done with cypress, and it last!', expo!'led as shingles, fence rails, 
&c., for 30 years, while under shelter it would probably last 300 
years; and it has been dug up out of the gronncl where it proba
bly had kept sound 1,000 years. Pine is not found in East Louisi-
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ana or West Mississippi. A laro-e lumber trade is now o-oino- on be-
y .kb S o. ::, o 

tween 1c ·s urg and t. Louis, every packet taking from our 
wharf thousands of feet of cypress lumber, sawed here and pine 
brought from East Iississippi on railroad. ' 

6th. Along the_ banks of the lissi sippi the planter or farmer 
can send any of his products to market with convenience. 

One man, living fifty miles above Vicksburg, made $3 000 this 
year, shipping roa ting-ears to St. Louis in June and J uiy. An
oth~r 1;nade $1,500 from five acres of fri h potatoes shipped to St. 
Louis 111 May and June. Our whole country is so well supplied 
with navigable streams and railroads, that no one has to haul to 
market over 25 miles; and on the alluvial lands we have thou
sands of miles of natural canals that only require clearino- of trees 
:incl brush to make them navigable six months of the y°ear. No 
improvements were made on them before the war. 

7th. Schools arc to be found in most neio-hborhoods and coun
try and village churches arc found in manylocalities. ' There are 
but few people so situated that they can not reach a church or 
school-house, though the country is not settled-so as to make 
these things as common as in the \Vest or North. 

I~ the river . counties, ~he lar$e r_najority of the people are 
Afncans:---a docile peopl?, moffens1 ve 1flet alone, and not improp
erly ad vised; naturally mdolent, but small planters have worked 
them profitably, especially planters who will work with them. 

IMMIGRANTS' CorroN PLANTATION. 

We will suppose that three persons, able to work, compose the 
family, and the location on good upland-arrival on the plantation 
1st January:-

Outfit.-Onc mule worth .. . ............... $150 00 
One plow and gear . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 00 
One harrow, iron tooth. . . . . . . . . . . . 4 00 
One ax and three hoes . . . • • . . . . . . 2 50 
One light wagon for one horse ....... 50 00 

$214 50 

We will give them 30 acres for cultivation, which would be 
divided as follows:-

9 acres in cotton. 
15 acres in corn. 
3 acres in oats. 
1 acre in sweet potatoes. 
1 acre in early field peas. 
l acre in Irish potatoes, cabbage and other vegetables. 
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If cotton or corn had been planted on the Janel the previous 
vear, the two hands could clear off the ground for the plow as 
fast as the one could plow it. Giving the month of January for 
repairing fences and fixing the place up, plowing might be com• 
menced on the 1st of February. 

1st. The three acres for oats should be plowed well, and the 
oats sowed and harrowed in, which would take about three days. 
Then the o-arden spot plowed deep and put in good order for 
planting, fitst, garden peas, Irish potatoes, sow cabbage seed, let• 
tuce and radishes, all of which could be done in one day. 

F~b. 5th. Commence plowing the ground for corn, which should 
be done by throwing up ridges from 3 to 5 feet apart, according 
to the streno-th of the soil; say, the preparation of the corn land 
would be co~pleted by the 1st ofl\larch. Then ridge up the cot
ton land in same way, plowing deep and thoroughly, which could 
be completed by the 12th of l\Iarch, allowing for some rainy 
days. 

Mar. 12th. Plant corn, dropping from 2 to 3 feet apart in the 
drill, covering it with the plow, and harrow off; all of which could 
be done in about five days. 

1\Iar. 15th. Lay down five bushels of sweet potatoes in a long 
bed, say three feet wide, each potato being put down so as not to 
touch the others; cover them over with light earth, all of which can 
be done in half a day by one hand. 

From 15th l\Iarch to 10th .April might be devoted mostly to 
gardening and preparing potato ground. 

April 10th. Plant cotton, which would take about two days. 
April l 2th. Commence working in corn, and all of April and to 

10th l\lay may be devoted to culture of corn and garden, not 
forgetting about 10th to 15th to plant the :.ere of speckled peas. 

l\fay 10th. The cultivation of the cotton crop would commence; 
one hand, running a side scraper on each si<le of the cotton, 
could go oYer the nine acres in two clays, and the plow could be laid 
aside, and the three hands could scrape the nine acres of cotton with 
the hoe in about three days, and the plow conkl then be used to 
mold the cotton; whilst the two hoe hands followed, drawing 
the dirt around the stalks and thinning the cotton to a more per
fect stand. Plow and hoe work taking about five more days. 
After this work was completed the corn would require plowing 
again, and the oats could be cut and stacked or housed. The plow
in~ of fifteen acres of corn would take about ten days, all of 
which work could be completed by 1st June. After 1st 1\-Iay, in 
all wet weather, the sweet potato ground being prepared, the 
plants should be drawn from the bed and set on the ridges; this 
could be kept up till 1st July, and even the oats patch could be 
planted after the crop was taken off, in sweet potatoes, corn, or 
field peas, and there would be plenty of leisure to do it. About 
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10th of June the cotton would require a plowing, and the hoes 
should follow and take out what weeds were left in the drill · all 
of which work could be completed in six clays. ' 

J ~me 15th. Plow the corn agai11, and plant, either in drills or by 
so~vmg broadcast, the yeilow field pea, all of which would not re• 
qmre ornr 8 or 10 <lap, and the corn conl<l then be laid by. 

Ab~ut 1st J u~y, run the sweep through the cotton to clean 
the nll(ldles, wl~1c~ could be don? in three days, ancl the hoes 
could _Pass over 1t m about s:.me time. If it required any more 
work 1t would not exceed three days, about the miJ.dle or last of 
July, to run the sweep once or twice in the middle. Thus the 
work of cultiYation would_ be completed early in July, after which 
all tl~c crops could stand rn the field till October or Kovcmbcr. 
Turnips ought to be _planted, if :ru~a ~ag:.s (which arc the best), 
about 1. t J ~1 ly, and 1f other_ vanct1cs, rn August or 1st September. 

Cotton w1_!1 stand l~ngcr 111 the field witliout injury than any 
crop grown rn the Umted States. Before the war half the cotton 
crop was gathered after the 1st of N ovcmber, in the healthy sea-· 
son of the year, and planters were picking cotton, when from 12 
to 15 acres were planted to the band, till 1st March. The con
tr~cto1:s, for sa~ing abandoned cotton in 1863, picked the crop 
r:used m 1862, m ~larch and April. An immigrant raisino- one 
quarter of a crop, could put off gathering it till January if he ~hose, 
and could gather w~1en all the cotton was open, the product of 
duct of three acres m one month, even if it was three hales. 

TLe results of the foregoing plan of plantino- would be on 
uplands, say- "' • 

5 bales of cotton, worth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . . . . $500 
15 acres corn, 25 bushels per acre............. . ..... 375 

Gross crop .......... . . . .. . ... . . , ...•..... . .... $875 

or double that on alluvial land. Sweet potatoes, oa.ts and other 
cro~s, would go far tow~rd s~1pporting the family. ' 

1he second year the 1mn_11gra!1t could plant 3 acres of wheat, 
and enlarge otl~m· crops, raise_ lns own pork, and make the place 
~upport the _family; still plantmg the same corn and cotton. Or, 
if he was disposed to enlarge his planting, he might hire one or 
two ncgroei,, and plant double the quantity of cotton, lettino- the 
1~c1s1:oes ~ather cotton from 1st September and the irmnig~ants 
J01mng them 1st October, or as soon as the weather was cool aud 
plea ant. The th~rd rca_r, the immigrant could put in six acres 
to the hand for lus family, and work through the season with 
safety, as he would then be fully acclimated. 

Very res_pcctfully, 
J. IT. D. BOWM..<\.N. 

F. B. Govv,rnv, Esq., New York. 
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The postmaster at Brookhaven, Lawrence County, writes, 
July 30, 1868 :-

* * The lands in this county consist of bottom 1::tnd, at 75 
cents per acre (average })rice); table-land, at 50 cents per acre; 
rolling land, at 25 cents per acre; and pine woods at 12½ cents 
per acre. Good w:.itrr throughout the county, and vrry healthy. 
Crops-cotton, corn, wines, all kind of fruit, pine lumber, rice and 
tobacco. The people are intelligent and law-abiding, and rowdy
ism is scarce. 

A correspondent. writes from-

BROOKYILLE, N oxunEE CouNTY, :Miss., l 
August 5, 1868. f 

By reference to the map yon will find this place situated on the 
:Mobile and Ohio Hailroad. The country is rich in prairie and 
" post oak" lands, that sold before the war from ·25 to ~-40 per 
acre. Thi· belt of prairie land is about 40 miles long, and Eay 20 
miles wide, extending to the Tombigbee River. * * Now 
worth ·7 to '15 per acre. 

1st. Summers warm, but not oppressive; nights cool, good 
breezes; winters mild, seldom cold enough to freeze water; vm·y 
healthy. 

2d. To mineral or coal; timber plenty. 
3d. Cotton and corn the chief staples, 250 pounds of lint cotton 

to the acre, and 30 bushels of corn, the average crop. Com 
generally sells at 50 to 75 cents per bushel. Good for 12 to 15 
bushels wheat to the acre, and all small grain. Every de crip
tion of vegetable and fruit. 

4th. 1 O miles from J\Iobilc, accessible by rnilroad or river 
navigation. 

5th. chools and churches abnndant. 
6th. The people native born '011therners. Thi county contains 

about 12,000 whites and 14,000 blacks, formerly oll slaves, now 
worthle s as members of ociety, anJ not goocl labore1,. They 
work yery well in the field, but will not keep up the farm repairs 
and care for stock. 

The people are polite and courteous, and would ]mil new white 
settlers or immigrants among them, rent them landf', work on 
shares, or hire by the month. 

Ha vino- answereJ your questions, I will state that I am a planter, 
ownino- 3,000 acres of land, 2,300 tillable, which was worth 
$4-0 before the war, and sold for that (a part of it) in l 858. It is 
2½ miles from Brookville, a thrifty railroad town, ten mite from 
:Macon, the county eat, and twenty miles from Colilmbns, a town 
of 6,000 inhabitants. I raise corn and cotton, ancl worked 147 
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black laborers last year. This year some less. Give them one
fourt~ of all th.at is made, furnishing food aml lodging. 

This labor will not do. ~hey work well ( i. e., some of them) 
~mt neglect t1:e stock and kill off the hogs. This is done by th; 
idlers, who will not take permanent work. 

PORT GIBSON, Miss., August 3, 1868. 
FRED. B. Gooo..um, E q. :-

Sm: Having resided i°: this and on_e of the adjoining counties 
for many years, engage_d m the practice of law, my acquaintance 
1s. very general, _both with the people and the lands, and in fact 
with all the _su~Jects upon which you solicit information. 

Just at this time lands have no market and no sales arc being 
made, alth~u&"h all the lands in the State are "for sale." One 
cause _of tlns 1s the almost entire absence of capital and industry 
resultrng from the war. ' 

* * * . The lands are excellent. Cotton and corn, peas and 
p~tatoes (Insh and sweet), are the chief products; but the soil and 
chmat~ are well adapted to a great diversity of crops. Labor is 
exceeclmg low, and can be had by paying employees 85 or 86 
per m~nth: Cotton culture, by . orth~rn or Southern men, pay a 
splendid p1 ofit _when conducted :vit_h skill, and energy, and sufficient 
mea°:s. Very little means or sk1_ll is necessary ; the main desidera
tum_ 1s energy. The negroes will work well, if well paicl. 

Timber excellent and abundant. Health first-rate. :Markets 
New Orleans, Cincinnati, l\Iomphis Louisville &c. accessible by 
Mississippi River and railroad. ' ' ' 

Respectfully yours, 
J. S. MORRIS. 

Mr. P. R. LEATHERMAN writes from Woodville Wilkinson 
County, in the southwestern part of the State, August, 1 68 : 

Cotton has hitherto been the chief export from this country. It 
was deemed the most valuable product we could raise because 
th<: soil, climate, and kind of labor we had, were all wen' adapted 
to it culture. And 01:r labor was not well suited for any otbcr 
employ1;11cnt; fo~·, be 1t known to all men, that the culture of 
cotton, 1s a very simple process; for which reason alone the neo-ro 
w:is better ~uited to th:it occ°:pation than any employ~ent which 
might rcqmre the least mgenu1ty and skill. This 1s the reason we 
devoted all our energies to the culture of cotton. 

Let no one, therefore, imagine that the culture of cotton is not 
a<lapted to the labor of white men from the North and from 
Europe. "\Vith their industry and intellio-ence they would very 
soon be able to produce two or three times as ~uch cotton to the 

30 
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hand as the negro can, and would easily improve the quality of the 
article produced. It is well known that the cotton plant is 
susceptible of great improvement, both as to the quantity which 
each stalk will yield, and the quality of the lint. 

* * * * Away with the foolish belief that negroes only can 
raise cotton profitably; it is the only tlung they are capable of 
rai ing successfully, because its culture i. simple and adapted to 
the labor of auy per on either male or female. Little boys and 
girls can assi t in it cultivation. 

* * * * Thousands aud tens of thousands of acres of our 
best lands are lying· unculth·ated now, and we are ready to sell 
them at low rates to those who wish to purcha e, or farm them 
out to those who are not able to buy, and furnish them with every 
facility for waking crops. 

Mr. FLEMING IlonoEs, a well known and respected citizen 
of Mis issippi, who, before the war paid taxes on more than 
half a million of dollars which he had accumulated as a tiller 
of the soil, thus writes us from Okalona, Chickasaw County, 
August 4, 1868 :-

* * * * I have about 5,000 acres of fine improved land; 
3,000 acres are the finest upland in this vicinity, fertile, convenient 
to railroa<l, and the most healthy country I was ever in. ow 
for my object; I want 100 families of good laborers to locate on 
my lands. 

I will furnish their outfit for the first year, and lease them my 
lands as long as they wish them. I know tbe value of this kind 
of proposition from most men, but I refer you to, &c., &c., who 
know me well by character, and can tell you, &c. 

Mr. T. A. Il.A.zEs, of Okalona, writes on the 31st of July:
* * * * After reading carefully your circular and letter, 

my neicrhbors said to me, "Colonel, write to Mr. Goddard, and 
say for ~1s all, that Ii i ippians would dispose of two-thirds o!' 
their lands to English, German, or any other good ch1.,s of erm
grants, at nominal prices, arnl do all in their power to crive them 
kindly aid-and God bless his work."-August 6th. I suspended 
this letter, commenced on the 31st of July, at the request of D_r. 
Bretney and Mayor B. II. Shephard, who were delegate to a Rail
road Convention called at Selma,Ala., in orderthat I might hand 
you the prospectus of a ~ew railroad, to wit, rnn1;i11g from l\Iem_Phis 
to Selma, via Holly Spnngs and Okalona. It is now determm~d 
upon, and the survey of said road will commence next week. It will 
be chartered as the " Memphis, Holly Springs, Okalona and 

elma Railroad," connecting at Selma with the Charleston and 
Savannah Railroad. 
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They propose to enter all lands contiguous to this road as 
stock, at ~l to ~3 per acre; to give to emio-rant':l twenty acres 
per family anywhere on the line of this road;~md to sell them as 
much, in addition to this twenty acres, as they wish to buy at the 
rates at which it is entered. 

It is our duty to say, frankly, that among the numerous let
ters we have received from the Southern States are some, writ
ten apparently in a candid and impartial spirit, which indicate 
that in some sections a strong prejudice exists against orth
ern men who come there to settle. We do not believe that 
the hotter portion of the Southern people encourage violence 
or discourtesy toward respectable and industrious :Northern 
immigrants; but where this adverse feeling prevails, it has 
been, in effect, a license to the lawless element to commit 
rough deeds with impunity. We l'Cfrain from publi bing 
these communications, believing that, as we have before stated, 
a new era is about to dawn upon the South, and that the good 
sense of the Southern people will, at any hazard, suppress 
lawlessness, in view of the disastrous effect it must have upon 
their interests and prosperity. 



TENNESSEE. 

T ENNESSEE is one of the southern middle States, bounded 
by Kentucky and Virginia on the north ; by North Carolina 
on the east; Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi on the south; 
and the Mississippi River on the west separates it from Mis
souri and Arkansas. It has an area of 29,184,000 acres. Its 
total population in 1860 was 1,109,801, of whom 283,019 were 
colored. 

The surface of Tennessee presents a more widely diversified 
appearance than that of any other of the middle States. The 
eastern portion is mountainous, gradually diminishing into a 
hilly region, full of beautifo.l and healthful valleys; then soft
ening away into a gently-rolling country of exquisite loveli
ness and fertility, amply watered by a thousand streams, affin
ents of the Tennessee and Cumberland, and :finally becoming 
almost level in the western portion of the State. 

Eastern Tennessee is too rugged and mountainous to be well 
adapted to general agriculture, but is rich in mineral resources, 
such as coal, iron, copper, zinc, lead, &c., together with a great 
variety of excellent timber. It is, in some portions, well 
suited to stock-raising, and is noted throughout the United 
States for its mild but pure and bracing air. 

The rich and fertile soil, mild winters, and prevailing 
healthfulness of Middle Tennessee, with its cordial and hos
pitable people, its well organized system of schools and 
churches, and other attractions, offer the emigrant great in
ducements to come and participate in these advantages, while 
the level prairie lands of the western portion of the State, with 
their great depth of rich, black, and fertile soil, yielding cot
ton, tobacco, &c., in great abundance, also daim his attention. 

The State is pre-eminently favored with facilities for water 
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communication in her noble river system. The Mississippi 
washes her western border, and the Tennessee and Cumber
land, with their large navigable tributaries, afford a general 
outlet for the productions of nearly every portion of the State. 

"T1rn cu~IBERLA:N'D TABLE-LANDS OF TEN:N"E SEE.-The a~ri

cultural abundance of this region is indicated by the prevailmo
prices of farm produce. At Tullahoma, mid way between Na h
ville and Chattanooga, on the railroad, wheat was sold last fall 
for $1.50, when it was selling in the interior of Minnesota, where 
little else but wheat is grown, for $1.60 per bushel. At the same 
time corn was 50 to 60 cents, potatoes 50 cents per bushel, but
ter 20 cents per pound, eggs 15 cents per dozen, beef 6 to 8 cents 
per pound at retail, and cows $18 to $40 each. It is reported that 
the ground was covered with snow but eight days last winter, 
and that at no time did the snow remain on the ground more than 
48 hours, the frost penetrating not more than two or three inches. 
Farmers can labor out of doors nearly all winter, and plowing is 
interrupted only a small portion of the time. Coal, iron, and tim
ber abound, with limestone, sandstone, and hydraulic lime; most 
of the land is comparatively level and moderately fertile; the 
grasses flourish; all ordinary farm crops are grown; and fruits, 
particularly peaches, arc a sure crop. Good farms in this county 
can be bought at $5 to $10 per acre. Wild lands can be had as 
low as one dollar per acre." 

A writer at Memphis, referring to the advantages Tennes
see offers to the immigrant, says:-

" Bring them acquainted with the quantity, cheapness, and pro
ducti,,eness of our lands, and that in our mountains lie imbedded 
va t trea ures of mineral and inexhaustible quarries of stone and 
beds of coal; that our hills and valleys are abounding with the 
mo t magnificen~ and valuable forests; that the number and ex
tent of our navigable streams arc scarcely to be excelled; that 
mill and manufacturing sites, and the requisite raw material is in 
such close juxtaposition as to afford the greatest convenience and 
economy, togethet· with that entire freedom from the incon
veniences, hardships, privations, and perils incident to the pio
neer and border lite of the far \V c t aud other new countries, and 
that there awaits them a cordial welcome and generous hospital
ity which the people of the Southern States know so well liow 
and will extend to men of every clime and tongue, wl10 come with 
the honest purpose of co-operating and aiding them to the 
extent of their means and influence, in the restoration and main-
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tenancc of good government; in relrnil<ling the waste places; in 
casting aside the mantle of blight and desolation that covers this 
fair land, which once bloomed as a rose; by the cleYclopmcnt of 
her agricultural aml other re ources; anu by the encouragement, 
patronage, ancl practice of whatever i most promotive of the 
mntual welfare and prosperity of him Plf and the community in 
which he may have cast his lot and sought hi citizenship." 

NAsnvJLLE, situated on the navigable waters of the Cumber
land River, 200 miles above its junction with the Ohio, is the 

capital of Tennessee. Five railroads radiate from the city, 

connecting it with various important points; it is, generally, 

a well-built city, and pos esses a number of excellent educa
tional and scientific institutions. Its population in 1860 was 
23,715. 

M1n,1rms, the port of entry of western Tennessee, is situated 

on the Mississippi River, in Shelby County. The city is a 

very actirn business point. and a great cotton mart. Its popu
lation in 1860 was 22,625; and its shipments of cotton during 

that year, were more than 400,000 bales. It is a great rail

road center, and rapidly increasing in population. 
KNOXVILLE is the principal commercial center of East Ten

nes~ee; it is situated on a hill upon the north bank of llolston 

River. Its population in 1860 was about 8,000. 
,v e give below, portions of the Report of the Department 

of Agriculture, prepared by Mr. J. R. DonoE, and submitted 

to lion. IIoRAcE 0APRox, Commissioner, March 31, 1868, for 

publication:-

PmcE OF LANDS AS COMPARED WITn VALUE IN 1860.-Our re
turn from Tennci; ce indicate a general decline of 15 to 20 per 
cent. in the Yalue of farm lands as compared with the census esti
mates of 1860, though ernral counties report no appreciable 
change, while others report an active advance of from 2 to 15 per 
cent. The beaYicst decrease is reported from Davidson and 
Henry counties, being about 50 per cent., though the former re
ports few sales at reduced rates, unless under compul ion, while 
m theJatter, the decline is attributed to "the dilapidated condi
tion of hou es and fencing, and the wild growths consequent upon 
the war, together with high taxe~," &c. ,v eakley and l\feigs re
port 40 per cent. decline; Rhea and Lincoln, 33 ; Haywood, 30; 
Hawkins, Monroe, Polk, Coffee, Perry, 20; Hickman, 16; Bled-
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soe and Gile 1 O • Greene, 3 to 5 ; while Williamson, Union, and 
' ' · M t Mc airy remain at about the same figure as m 1860. on gom-

ery reports 2 per cent. increa e; evicr and Campbell, 10 per 
cent. · and l\fa,rion from 10 to 15 per cent. Om· Rhea corre poud
ent s~ys :-" The great bt1lk of laud in this county_foI: the Ia.st ~O 

years, bas been in_ th~ hands of a few ~wncrs, and It mcreases rn 
price when there 1s little tax to be paid, and decrca. cs when the 
taxes are greater; hence the pre ent decline." The same general 
cause however which have tended to depreciate real estate, and 

, ' d. 
particularly farm lands, in the outbcrn 'tate ,. h~ve operate m 
Tennessee thourrh not to the same extent, nor 1s It probable that 
a return t~ form~r values will be so lonrr delaye<l, there being less 
nece sity to sacrifice, and not so strong ~ di position to sell at any 
price. 

p RESENT VALUE 0°F LANDS.-,vild or unimproved lands are 
variously quoted, from six _c_e1;1ts per acre up,~ard, according ~o 
location, quality, ~nd ~apabihtie~. Much ~f this _class of lands_ m 
the eastern counties IS mountamous or lully, with coves of nch 
lands upon which sheep and cattle grow fat from May until ep
temb;r. On these mountain la.ml there is con illeral>lc valuable 
timber and when cleared, much of the land is very productive of 
corn a~d other crops, and suited to grazing purposes. In Greci;c 
County such lands are worth from 6 cents to 'l per acre; m 
Ilawki1{s the average is given at '3 per acre; Sevier, :50 cents to $1. 
In Union, riclge land, thin-soiled, capable of proclucmg 20 bushels 
of corn or 8 lrnshels of wheat, 82.50 per acre; amp bell, 1.50-
mountdinous variety of soil, a good portion susceptible of im
provement dJapted to the growth of clover, timothy, &e. Lands 
of the sam~ general character in )Ionroe and Polk, 50 cents to 1 
per acre· l\lcirrs $2 per acre-broken, rrravelly, and generally 

bOOl" Rhea 1 to M-varyinrr much i1f quality, being second ' ' .::, . . 
ottom upland, riJo-c, and mountam lands, generally well t1m-

' "' f d . bercd with good water, and healthy, and capable o pro ucmg 
corn 'wheat barley, &e., and excellent for fruits and tobacco. 
Bledsoe ah~ut 50 cents per acre-soil thin, but good for grazing, 
and for ;·aisin(J' vco-etables when cultivated ; l\larion 1 per acre, 
in great quantity...':.red, sanely loam, rich ancl strong-:-_will pro<lnce 
grain and fruit. Coffee County, $1 to 3, compnsmg half the 
county-table-lands-will produce corn, wheat, rye, oats,. pota
toes, vegetables, &c. ; well managed valley ancl hill lanus, without 
manure will yield 50 to 60 bushel of corn, and 20 to 25 bushels 
of whe;t to the acre. Lincoln, 1 per acre, embracing an area of 
100 square miles-soil thin, needing lime; fruits, especially the 
1rnach, grow to perfection; the ~ land l}e 200 to 300 feet above 
the bed of the Elk River, on which arc 1tuatecl the best lands of 
t.he county. Giles-large tracts in timber at from $1 to $5 per 
acre. In Montgomery, Stewart, and Dickson, there are large 
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tracts of what are called "furnace lands," said by our correspond
ent to be comparatively valueless, except for coaling and sheep
raising; they are high and well timbered, however. Hickman 
reports as low as 25 cents per acre-soil generally thin, but tim
bered and capable of improvement. Perry, $1 per acre-bottoms 
level and exceedingly fertile, upland rolling, and tolerably pro
ductive; ':5 per cent. of the whole susceptible of improvement. 
McNairy, $5 per acre-one-third good bottom, two-thirds for 
grazing and timber. Haywood, $3 to $8; the greater portion in 
the IIatchic and Forked Deer river bottoms subject to overflow, 
and thus rendered unfit for farming purposes, yet they abound in 
the finest white-oak and cypress timber; if the rivers could be 
leveed and the overflow regulated, these bottoms would make the 
finest farms, the soil being very rich and fertile. Weakley County, 
$4 to $15 per acre-capable of producing from 30 to 50 bushels 
of corn per acre, 600 to 1,000 pounds of tobacco, 15 to 20 bushels 
of oats, 10 to 20 bushels of wheat, 600 to 1,000 pounds of seed 
cotton, and vegetables in abundance. In Henry County our 
correspondent reports little land under this head, the county 
being well settled up; the prico for such as may be found, he 
averages at $7 per acre. 

MrnERALS.-Thc mineral resources of Tennessee are developed 
to but a limited extent, though her hills and mountains contain 
stores of iron, of coal, and of copper, of zinc, of sandstone, and of 
the finest marble, awaiting the capital, enterprise, and labor, that 
shall dig out an l utilize these dormant mines of wealth. Iron 
ore is found in great abundance in nearly all the counties of 
eastern and middle Tennessee; copper, in Greene, Seder, Polk, 
Perry, and other counties; coal, in the mountains of Campbell, 
Rhea, Marion, &c. ; some gold is reported in Polk; salts, in Greene 
and Hawkins; lead, in Perry; fine marble and building stones, in 
Hawkins, Campbell, :'!Ionroe, Meigs, Giles, ancl .. Williamson; thick 
stratum of shale, in Coffee, &c., &c. The timber resources are also 
extensive, embracing a great variety, ancl many of the finest quality 
of forest-trees-hickory, the various oaks, poplar, walnut, ash, beech, 
chestnut, locust, cedar, sugar, pine, &c., which cover a large portion 
of the Yast tracts classed "wild or unimproved bncls," and to be 
purchased at the figures named aboYe for such. The soil ranges 
from that of the deep rich bottoms, of exhaustless fertility, to light 
and hilly uplands, which require high culture to become productive. 

IRox, &c.-In a number of counties the iron interest has been 
partially developed. In Greene one furnace is in operation, and 
a Northern company have purchased several thousand acres of ore 
lands, and will soon have extensive works completed. Near the 
town of Greeneville there is a bed of sulphate of iron, from which 
copperas was made during the war, and where even the clay is 
impregnated with the mineral Our Montgomery correspondent 
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says "that within twenty-five miles of Clarksville there are from 
ten to twenty furnaces lying ic11e for want of capital; most of them 
were burned during the war, and the proprietors being unable to 
rebuild and run them, would sell out very low." 

The zinc of Greene County is said to be very rich ; during the 
war Epsom salts were also made to some exte~t in the mountains. 
In Ilawkins, our correspondent states, "there 1s an underground 
stream of salt water traversing the valley, which has been tapped 
at several points, at one of which the manufacture of salt has been 
successfully prosecuted for a number of years, though not upon a 
large scale ; but it i~ thought that, with. capital and ente~·p1:is~, ~t 
might he m:1-de to nyal the salt wells of Ro.uthwestern V1rgm1a m 
the prod uct10n of t}us :1al1;1able produ~t. * .* *. A J?OSt beau
tiful quality of marble 1s found at vanous pomts m this county, 
one quarry of which was ,vorked to a considerable extent before 
the war. l\Iuch capital might be profitably invested and many 
laborers usefully employed in the manufacture and preparation 
for market of the two articles named-salt and marble-as well 
as iron the ore of which is present in the mountains." Our 
l\Iarion' correspondent says "the quantity of bituminous and semi
bituminous coal and iron ore in this county is unlimited, with but 
little development of the former and none of the latter, though 
the inducements are great, produce being abundant and trans
portation good and improving." 

A number of our reporters speak of the many eligible water
power sites to be found upon the innumerable rivers and mountain 
streams of the State. 

Very few counties of this State can be said to make a specialty 
of any one crop, a mixed husbandry generally prevailing. Wheat, 
corn, oats, potatoes, sorghum, &c., are grown suc?essfully- in all 
sections, while cotton and tobacco are largely cult1vatecl m some 
localities. In a majority of counties corn and wheat are the 
leadino- crops, the former being fed largely to stock. In l\Ionroe 
"corn°and wheat are the staples; the best hammock ancl intervale 
lands produce, with good cultivation, 40 to 50 bushels of corn to 
the acre at an averao-e cost of 20 cents per bushel; nnd when 
well put in on a crood clover socl, whent yields 15 to 30 bushels, 
at a cost of $4 pe~· acre, including seed." Corn is made the chief 
crop, because the surest. Corn is also the specialty in Rhea 
County · "it requires a man and a horse, on an average, about four 
days' labor per acre to make corn, and the usual yield is 30 to 35 
bushels per acre." Our correspondent says of the profits:-

" This year a man's work four days with horse, &c., wou~d be 
$6 · one acre of corn, say 35 bushels, at 60 cents, $21; makmg a 
net profit of $15 per acre. A l?an can eas~ly til_l 20 acres iJ?- corn, 
giving a net profit of $300, besides harvestmg lus small gram and 
bay." 
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Bled oe reports 25 bushels corn and six bushels of wheat as the 
average per acre. Marion "bottom lands yield about :30 bushel:, 
of corn, upland 10 bushel , but can be made to produce three times 
as much by proper cultini.tion, the mode of culture being of the 
lowest grade; except in a fow instances the soil is not broken up or 
disturbed below two arnl a half to three inches, and not two-thirds 
of the . urface." Our Coffoe correspondent saye :-

" Corn for the rearing and fattening of stock has for some time 
been our principal crop, and hogs the largest item of profit from 
it. "\Vheat, as an article for export, is receiving more attention 
than formerly." 

Stock-rai$ing is also a profitable branrb in Williamson County. 
In Union, "corn pays $10 per acre, wheat $10, oats $3, potatoes 
$15, aml $Orghum ·.'30." In Giles County, "cotton has been a 

specialty for the last three years. "\Vith imperfect cultnre, 1,000 

to 1,200 pound. of seed-cotton per acre arc prodnced, but those 
engaged in the culture for the past two years have found the 
debtor side of the balancc-sh0et again t them. * ,:, Corn, 

wheat, rye, oats, barley, hemp, flax, tobacco, sorghum, potatoes, 
&c., grow to perfection; 40 to 50 bushels of corn ancl 15 to 25 

bushels of wheat per aero being rai eel" l\Ic:N"airy: "Cotton is 
the special crop, though our soil is well adapted to corn, bnt not so 
well for wheat; average yield per acre, 1,000 ponuds seed-cotton, 
40 bnshels corn, 10 bu hels wheat; the profit on cotton is small, 
and more could be cleri ved from grain and stock, if attention were 
turnc<l to them." Lincoln County: "Cotton, corn, small grains 
ancl blue-gm s arc the chief crops. Cotton has been grown at a 

loss the present year. The crop of the county reached 6,000 bales 
in 1S67, but for 1868 it is thou<Tht there will not be. ufficicnt lancl 
pla.ntcd to raise 1,000 bales. O~u· farmers have not recovered their 
hog crop. since the war, in consequence ofwhich,in connection with 
the_ clo~ing np of_ distilleries, we have a la.rgo surplus of corn, 
winch 1s now scllrng at 2-5 to 35 cents per hu hel, there being no 
means of cheap tran portation. Of forty distilleries in the county 
not one is now in operation, owing to tho heavy expen es under 
the law." Our l\fontgomcry corre pondcnt writes:-

" Tobacco has been, but stock-raisin" probably will be our 
specialty, as the opinion is now general that there is no ~oney 
in the former." 

In Henry County, tobacco, wheat, and corn, were the chief 
crops before the war, bnt cotton has since taken the place of 
tobacco, but for the future our correspondent thinks the latter 
will resume its old position. 

"One good hand can cultivate two and a half acres of tobacco, 15 

acres of corn, 10 acres of wheat, three acres of herds-grass, and 
one in late potatoes, with the following result :-
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2½ acres tobacco, at 1,000 lbs. per acre, 2,500 lbs. at 8 cents. :·200 

15 acres corn, at 40 bushels per acre, GOO bu hels, at 40 cents. 240 

10 acres wheat, at 8 bushels per acre, 80 bu~hels, at .·1,50.... 120 

3 acres grass, 3,000 lb . per acre, 9,000 lbs., at-} cent. . . . . 45 

l acre potatoes, GO bushels per acre, at 7 5 cents. . . . . . . . . . 45 

'650 

Estimated expenses not more than. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 150 

$500 

"The labor to rai c the two and a half acres of tobacco is not 
more than is usually required to raise that amount of corn, but the 
labor in suckering and worming is much greater. The great 
ad vantage in rai ing this crop lies in the fact that the corn crop is 
harvested before there is much to do with the tobacco, except 
planting. You house it about the first of September, at which 
time you arc ready to sow your wheat; by the fir t of October all 
farmers ought to have their wheat in, and be rea<ly to gather the 
corn; this <lone, your tobacco is ready for stripping and preparing 
for market, so that an industrious farmer can all the time be 
busily cnCTaCTed with his crops, except a fowwceks in the winter." 

P anuts arc extcn ivcly grown in Peny County, yielding from 
50 to 100 lmshcls per acre, worth from 'l to . 3 per bu ·Itel, 
while the haulm is preferred by horse and cattle to any other 
kind of fodder. One hand can cultivate, gather, &c., from fir t of 
Maytofirst ofDeccmber, 10 acres of thee nuts. Our IIcnrycor
respondcnt writes as follows:-

" There is no finer fruit rc~ion than that embraced by 
the State of Tennes ee. Our w111ters arc cold enough to put a 

stop to vegetation sufficiently long to enable the tree to recuper
ate, and yet not so severe as to endanger the life of a11y but the 
tcnclerc t species. Apples, peaches, pears, quinces, plums, cher
ries, apricots, nectarines, figs, grapes, berries, melons, &c., may be 
raised with the greate t case in abundance. Wikl grapes are 
found in vast quantities in the ridge and mountain lands, and 
also upon the table-land , upon which in some countie~, they grow 
better than upon the hills. Cultivated varieties have been suc
cessfully grown in omc localities, while in others the results have 
been indifferent, and in some cases, discouraging." 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

From Oovin,r7ton, Tipton County, Mr. PEYTON J. SMITH 
writes us as follows:-

W e have a very rich, warm soil, very productive. Corn, 
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wheat, oats, rye, barley, grasses, clover, peas, P.nmpkins, 1;1e1ons, 
vegetables, and roots generally, grow to perfection. _Tobacco 
does well. Cotton grows finely, and has been the m~m staple 
with us. Our county is mo. tly ridge land, very nch. Our 
Ilatchee and :Mi sissippi River bottom lands are unsurpassed f~r 
fertility, and are very healthy. Best improved farms near thu1 
place, '20 to ·30 per acre, but good farms can be bouo-ht for from 
$8 to ·15 per acre farther out. Woodlands can be bought at 
from $2.50 to 8, all excellent, tillable land. * * * We a~·e 
exceedingly anxious to have more white lab~r; we are sa~ly m 
need of skilled labor. Farm laborers can reachly get from 15 to 
$20 per month the year round. * * * The general health of 
our country is as good as that of any other I know of. * * * 
'\Ve have no coal or minerals, but we have the finest and largest 
timber in our forests I know of thi side of California. * * * 
We have fine schools in every neighborhood. A majority of our 
county population are natives of Tennessee, Virginia, Korth and 
South Carolina; a goodly number of_Northem ~en have settled 
here since the war, and are well received and domg well. We, 
as a people, are exceedingly anxious to have our forests cleared 
up and settled by industrious white people, and every advantage 
is shown them by onr citizens. '\Ve have homes, and food, and 
labor, for 5,000 immigrants, and a welcome for them. * * * 

Mr. JoHN P. LoNG, of Chattanooga, in a letter of August 

8th, 1868,says:-

* * * * Laborers are in demand for farm labor, skilled 
mechanics, and house servants. * * * * Mountain lands, 
well wooded and fertile, can be had for $1 per acre; valley lands 
from ,'3 to ·20. There are no public lands in this country sub
ject to entry. * * * * In her mineral resources this section 
is unrivaled. The principal feature is coal and iron. * * * * 
The price of corn has ruled this year from 80 cents to 1, and 
wheat from $1.75 to $2. Religious and school advantages good. 
* * * * Capital and industry well directed can not fail to 
meet its just reward, and I have the testimony of hundreds of 
Northern men that, in regard to climate, this region is unri
valed. * * * * 

Mr. J. T. MrLLS writes from Gallatin, August 7th, 1868 :

* * * * The averao-c value of land in this State i :il7 per 
acre, and of this county (Sumner) $10. * * * * There is a 
constantly increasino- demand for intelligent white labor. .i, * * 
Fl1lly nine-tenths of the population of Tennessee arc natives of 
the United States. The foreigners are nearly all Germans and 
Irish, who generally live in the cities and large towns. 
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Mr. J . C. MINKLER writes from .Madisonville, August 6th, 

1868:-

* * * * We have some very fine river bottom lands at 
from $15 to $50 per acre, and the mountain lands can be had from 
$3 to $10 per acre. The climate and soil is the best I eve1· saw 
for the culture of grapes. * * * * The Georgia and East 
Tennessee Railroad runs across the county for 15 miles. * * 

Mr. JAMES PYBAss, of Bolivar, says, August 5th, 1868 :

* * * * Lands, very good, price about $10 per acre. 
We need people of small capital that work. * * School and 
religious advantages as good as any in America. Population 
nearly all American. 

Mr. C. II. JONES thus writes, August 7th, 1868, from 

Clarksville, 'Montgomery County:-

* * * * Price of lands range from 50 cents to $6 per acre, 
suitable for sheep-raising, situated in remote parts of this and 
Stewart County. Farming lands are worth from $10 to '60 per 
acre, according to soil, location, &c. * * * * Farm labor 
is n~ede?, and commands from $8 to $25 per month, board and 
lod$111g mcluded. Gardeners and other help is wanted such as 
cooks, &c., and liberal wages will be paid for same. Cli~ate and 
healthfulness unsurpassed by any of the States. Iron and timber 
abound, and plenty_ ?f coal contiguous. Tobacco, wheat, and 
corn, are th~ pr~vailmg crops, and _c?i:nmand good prices and 
re~dy sal~ m this market. Our fac1lit1es of transportation are 
railroad, nver, and wagon. Schools and churches convenient in 
almost all neighborhoods. The population consists mostly of 
natives, interspersed with Irish and Germans. 

The Postmaster at BeW s Depot, Haywood County, writes, 

August 1st, 1868 :-

Our county is diversified, mostly rich, level land, producing, on 
an average, 6 bbls. corn, or 800 lbs. seed-cotton, or 15 bushels 
wheat._ Price from 820 to $30 per acre. * * All kinds of 
labor :n demand; farm hands get $25 per month, carpenters 
from ·2 to $3.50 per day. * * The greatest· demand of this 
county is for manufactories. * * * * 

From Shelbyville, Mr. CHARLES W. CHURCHILL writes, 

August 10th, 1868 :-

Our county (Sh~lby) is the fourth richest county in the State, 
and affords peculiar advantages to emigrants, as every post-
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office in the county is on good roads, and easily accessible to 
railroads. Good farm hands get from '1.50 to $2 per day; the 
supply is rather limited at present. I think, throughout the 
country, that general laborers will be more acceptab_le than any 
other class, as there are a good many roads now m progress. 
* * * * Its schools and religious ad vantages are better than 
.a great many other cities of much larger population. 

A letter from the Treasurer's office of the Cincinnati, Cum

berland Gap, and Charleston Railroad Company, says:-

* * * * "\Ve are makin<Y every effort we can to form and 
get up an Emigration Society

0

in East Tennessee, and think we 
shall be able to accomplish the end in view. 

Messrs. ARRL"<GTox, FARRAR & \iVEAKLEY, of .Nashville, 
say:-

* * * * l\.fr. Weakley, of our firm, has been in nearly all 
the Southern States, and thinks he has seen in none, soil or cli
mate that will compare with Tennessee. * * * * We want 
white labor; send them to us; they will get good wages, and if 
they wish lands, can buy them cheap. * * * * 

Mr. ,v. B. DoNAHo, of Mempliis (August 24th, 1868), 

writes:-

* * * * Let me say to yon that never did such fields 
present for the readiest and largest remuneration to capital and 
enterpri. e as now in Tennessee, Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, 
and Georgia, in farming lands, manufacturing, or mineral prop

erty. * * * * 
Mr. W. H. STILWELL, Postmaster at Humboldt, says, 

August 8th, 1868 :-

* * * * Labor is needed. White men should come to 
buy homes ancl to cultivate them; though any class, even the 
poorest, will find constant employment; wages $15 to 820 per 
month, or , 1 per day, with board. But we need men who can 
buy small farms and work them. Only about one-eighth of our 
land is in cultivation, and every acre is capable of tillage. Land 
-wild-is worth from ·10 to $20 per acre in the western division 
of the 8tate. Cultivated and improved, ,20 to $30. Many second 
class lands can be had much lower. * * * * Our people 
need immigration ; the vast tracts of unclaimed and fertile lands 

need opening and cultivation. * * * * No more inviting 
field can be found. 
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Mr. IL II. INGERSOLL, writing from Greenville, Greene 

County, August 5th, 1868, says:-

• The air is pure, free from any miasmatic vapors; chills and 
tev_er almost unknown. The heat and cold are neither so extreme 
a~ m the N ort.hern States. There_ is a cool mountain breeze, and 
mghts neve1· too hot for refreslnncr sleep. Cool sprincrs are 
numerous, &c. * * •·· ,:, 0 0 

I am a Northern man; born and reared in Ohio: have settled 
here since the war, and I take pleasure in assurin<Y you that East 
Tennesse~ is favorable to Northern immigration. 

0 
We are cheer

fully received, am~ w_elcome~. The." Southern feelin,q," is gone 
from here, except it lingers m the mmds of a fow fossils who are 

" longing for the .f!esh-pots of ~gypt." Further: In all ~y life, I 
have never been 111 a more qmet, peaceable law-abidin<Y commu-

. I h I . ' b 
mty t 1an w _ere . now live, l\Ia sachnsetts not excepted. l\lind, 
I speak now m this letter of East Tennessee. Affairs in the other 
parts of the State, I know, are not what one could desire but even 
there, a little time will make all right. ' 



KENTUCKY. 

TnE first emigrant to Kentucky was the renowned pioneer, 

D.aNIEL BooNE. Attracted by glowing accounts of the 

loveliness of this region, then almost untrodden by the 

foot of civilized man, and abounding in such game as the 

buffalo, the bear, and the beaver, he determined to brave the 

Indian perils and gratify his love of adventure by exploring 

its vast solitudes. "It was," he says, "on the first of May, in 

the year 1769, that I resigned my dome tic happiness for a 

time, and left my family and peaceable habitation on the Y ad

kin River, to wander through the wilderness of .America in 

quest of the country of Kentucky." After two years of roman

tic and perilous adventm·e, Boone revisited his home in North 

Carolina, to return again to Kentucky in 1775, accompanied 

by bis family. Ile says: "We arrived safe, without any other 

difficulties than such as are common to this passage, my wife 

and daughter being the first white women that ever stood on 

the banks of Kentucky River." 
Nothing in Indian history surpasses in thrilling interest the 

experiences of the Boone family in their struggles with the sav

ages, their repeated capture, hair-breadth escapes, &c., &c. 

Roone was of much service to the growing settlements, from 

his bravery, his intelligence, and his cousummate knowledge 

of the Indian character. Kentucky was now made a county 

of Virginia, and the first court was held at Ilarrodsburg in 

1777. In 1792 it was admitted into the Union as a sovereign 

State, embracing an area of 37,680 square miles, equal to 

24,115,200 acres. In 1860 its population was 1,155,684, of 

which 236,167 were colored. 
The surface-features of Kentucky may be thus generally 

described: The Ohio River winds along its northerly bounda-
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ries for nearly 600 miles, to empty into the Mississippi at the 

northwestern corner of the State, and <livides it from Ohio, 

Indiana, and Illinois. Upon the west the Mississippi bounds 

it for about 80 miles, separating it from Missouri. 

In the southeast, the Cumberland Mountains and their 

spurs give to that part of the State a broken and rugged ap

pearance, without any very lofty elevations. This region is 
extremely healthy and is we1l wooded. 

Farther westward and northerly, a large portion of the 

State may be characterized as an undulating upland, more or 

less abounding in bold features, with frequent streams, and 

possessing a healthful climate and an excellent soil. 

Still farther to the west, and southerly, occupying much of 

the tract between the Cumberland and Green rivers, are the 

'· Barrens," so named by the early settlers, generally spoken 

of as "poor land," and scantily timbered. Thence, westward 

and northerly, the diversified features are gradually merged 
into the low plains whieh skirt the large rivers. 

"The most productive soil of Kentueky is that of the blue 

limestone formation; and in the neighborl1ood of Lexington 

and towar<l the Ohio, the country based on that route is said 

to be the garden of the State. The line <lemarking this region 

pas es from the Ohio round the l1eads of Licking and Kentucky 

rivers, Dick's River, and down Great Green River to the Ohio; 

and in this great compass of above 100 miles square, is found 

one of the most fertile and extraordinary countries on which 

the sun has ever shone. The soil is of a loose, deep, and black 

mold, without sand-on first-rate lands, from two to three foet 

deep, and exceedingly luxuriant in all its productions. It is 

well watered by fine springs and streams, and its beautiful 

climate and the salubrity of the country are unequaled, tbe 

winter, even, being seldom so inclem'ent as to render the hous
ing of cattle necessary." 

Kentucky is most bountifully supplied with noble rivers an<l 

useful streams, affording remarkable facilities for intercourse 

and commerce, and much valuable water-power for manufac
turing purposes. 

81 
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"The coal-beds of Kentucky are continuous of those of Illi
noi ancl Ohio; they cover 10,000 or 12,00_0 square mile!", a!1cl an• 
very acces,ible. Iron is equally abun~lant 111 tl~e St3:te, and _it, ~oo, 
is comparatively neglected, but frolf.l 1ts_depos1ts being mmnl~ on 
or near naYiga.ble stream~, it must rnev_1t:1bly become a SO\ll'CC of 
foture wealth to the conntr,. An estimate of the quantity em
braced has been fixed at 31\000,000 tons. mall quantities o!' lcacl 
are also traced in Kentucky, :ind silver ore ha_s lately been c~1 coY
ered near the Cumberlaml Falls. alt springs ab_ound 111 the 
sandstone formation, and haYe become very producti_ve. Saltpe
ter-earth, or nitrate of lime, gyp um, or plaster of Par.is, arc found 
in the caves. l\Iineral spring:- are nu1;1erous, ei:nbrac111g sulphur, 
1,aline, chalybrnte, &c. The salt sprmgs received ~he n:i,mc of 
"licks" from the early settlers, on ace~nmt of their bern_g ~he 
favorite resorts of the wild animalR, which were fond of l_1ckmg 
the efflorescence so aburnlant around them. The name 1s also 
applied to the snlphurcted fountains whicl~ occur in variou~ places." 

"The country in O'Cneral may be con 1dcred as well tunbercd, 

producing large treis of many kinds, ~nd to be exceeded by n_o 
country in variety. Perhaps among 1t forest growtl~s none is 

more valuable to the settler than the i-ugar-trce, which grows 
in all parts, and furni hes every famil_y with a plenty of excellent 
sugar; and the honey-locust, ~o cunou. ly smTotmJc~ by large' 
thorny spike , bear _long pods 1_n the fo~·m of peas~ havmg ~ sweet 
flayor and from wb1cb domestic beer 1s macle. The coftce-tree, 

greati'y resembling the black-oak, grows large, and also bears _a 
pod in which is i!1closcd cotfC'e.. The pawpaw bears a fi,ne fnnt 
like a cucumber 111 shape and size, ancl of a sweet ta te. 'Ihe cane, 

on ·which cattle fcecl and grow fat, in gen~ra\ ~rows fr~m three to 
twelve feet high, is of a hard substance, ,~,1th JOmts at eight or ten 
inches distance along the stalk, from winch proce cl 1e:1ves re em
blincr the willow. There arc many canc-brakeR, so tlnck and tall 

that°it is difficult to pass through th m. "\Vhcrc no cane gr~ws 
there is an abundance ofwil<l rye, cloycr, and buffalo-grass, cover mg 
vast tracts, and affording excellent pa ture for cattle; and the fie!dR 
are covered with wild herbarrc not common to other counti:ies. 
Here is seen the finest crow1~impcrial in the worhl, the e!trclmal 
flower so much extolled for its scarlet color; and all the year, 

except the short winter months, the plains ~nd yalleys are ador~e_d 
with a variety of flowers of the most admirable ~cautY:_. ~Icie is 
al. 0 found the tulip-bearing laurel-tree, or magnolia, wlnch 1s very 
fracrrant and continues to blo som and seed for everal months 

togethe/" - U. S. Gazetteer. 

RAILWAYS .AND CITIEs.-Among the most important are the 

Lexington and Covington or Kentucky Central Railroad. 
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Covington, the northern terminus, is situated on the Ohio, 

opposite Cincinnati ; it is a flourishing city. Pafr, on the 

line of the road, is a fine, active town; it is the capital of 

Bourbon County. Lexington is a beautiful city, of 20,000 

people, distinguished for its literary and scientific institu

tions and the culture and refinement of its inhabitants. .r eai· 

this city is .Ashland, former home of the Statesman IbNRY 

CL.A.Y. 
The Louisville, Cincinnati and Lexington Railway extends 

from Louisville to Lagrange, 27 miles; thence, branching, one 

division extends 67 miles to Lexington; the other, now about 

completed, to Cincinnati. This road, passing as it does through 

a most desirable portion of the State, has done much to de

velop its resources. Louisville, its western terminus, is the 

commercial and manufacturing metropolis of the State ; it has 

a population of about 100,000, is a splendid city, and has a 

front rank among the great eities of the West. 

The Louisville and Memphis Railroad extends from Louis

ville in a southwesterly direction to the borders of the Statt', 

forming connections, at or near Bowling Green, with the 

large cities of the South and West. 
The New Orleans and Ohio Railroad extends from Paducah, 

near the confluence of the Ohio and Tennessee rivers, to 

Union City. 
The .Mobile and Ohio Railroad is complete<l from Columbus, 

Kentucky, upon the ::Mississippi River, to Mobile, Alabama, 

a distance of 472 miles. 
A number of other roads are in operation or projected. 

"The natural resources of EASTERN KENTUCKY,'' says a 

writer to the Agricultural Bureau, " have never been develop

ed. .A small portion of the lands are under cultivation, being 

very mountainous, and most of that which is brought under 

the plow is depleted by a wasteful system of culture, and 

either left to broom-sage or undergrowth, or cropped still 

at great expenditure of labor for small returns. .A small 

portion of river bottom lands is too rich to be exhausted by 

surface-culture, and is still very productive. Even that which 
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has been abandoned is not exhausted, the culture received 

never penetrating the soil deep enough for that. The almost 
inexhaustible mineral resources of this country are compara
tively unknown. This whole region, back to the Cumberland 
range, and even farther, abounds in the richest miu~rals, con
sisting of' iron, coal (both stone and cannel), gold, silver, lead, 
and an immense quantity of lithoo-raphic stone, reported to be 
the purest in the world, an<l said to exist nowhere else in 

America." 
From the March, 1 68, Report of the Department of Agri

culture, we extra ·t the following respecting the character, 

price, &c., of Kentucky lands :-

PRESE~T LA::--7) VALUES COMPARED WITH THOSE OF 1860.
Rcturn from Kentucky show an average incr~asc of about 10 
per ccut. in the value of farm lands over the estimates :u_ntler the 
censu of 1 60, though the atlvance i by no _means un~torm,, nor 
is the decline or increase confined to any part1cula: sect10n of the 

tate; a;,, while in Kenton, Pendleton, and ~oon~, 111 the ~~rth:1.·n 
portion lands have advanced from 40 to oO p01 cent., I 1aoklm 
County: clo:::e at hand, report a decline of 25 per cm~t., an<~ Owen 
and Oldham "no change." In the we tern sect101~, :\ eb}er 
reports 10 per cent. decline; Ohio, Butler, and Ch_n~tlan, no 
change." Todd and GraYef\t a small advance, and L1:m7ston_ a'.1 
adnrncc of 10 per cent. Of the _central and southern co~~n~;cs, 
Clinton report. 10 per cent. <leclme; Russell and Pula k1, no 
change;" l\Ictcalfe, .. Whitley, and Laurel, 10 per cent. ackancc; 
Edmon on, 25 per cent. advance; an~ Rockca tle, 30 per cent. 
advance. Thence farther north, Ilardm reports a dcclme of 25 

er cent.; Spencer, 15 per cent. decline; and Fay tte," no ch:rn~e ;" 
cott and Gallatin, a light advance; Henry, 10 per cent.,Jiar11son 

20 per cent., and Ander on 33 p_er _cent., advance; Jc_fferson re
norts lands in the vicinity of Lomsv1lle, 100 per cent. higher than 
fn 1860 but not so larcre an increa e for lands more remote from 
the cit/ In the northeast, Lewis County report 30 per cent. 
advance, while the adjoining county of Greenup reports "no 

change." . 
PmcE OF Wrr,D LA"N"D .-'l'he estimated value of w1ltl or 

unimproved lands in the_ State varies from . 1 per acre up to the 
price of improved lands m the several counties. Rockca tle and 
Pnla ki arc the only counties reporting as low as ··1,per ac!·e, the 
land in the former being "voor, hilly, and heayy, and 111 the 
latter "varying from poor free tone ~lateaus to rich, n_orth. lope 
and hollows in limestone, suited to frwt culture." Lewis, Lmcoln, 
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Butler, Christian, and Graves report from $2 per acre upward, 
most of those at 2 being mountainous and poor, though omc 
are coverc<l with heavy fore t and are susceptible ofimprm·ement 
and will produce good crops. Rus. ell, Edmon on, ,v ebster, 
Livingston, Ohio, Hardin, Laurel, Greenup, an<l otherR, vary from 
'2.50 to '5 per acre; Ander. on, Owen, Franklin, Trimble, and 

Metcalfe, $5 to ·10 per aere; while Todd and Pendleton estimate 
at 20, Kenton, ·25, Oldham, '30, and Bourbon as l1igh a $75 
to '80 per acre; the higher figures representing lands in clo e 
proximity to citie , upon lines of railroad, or with valu:ible tim
ber accessible to market. In Kenton ounty, the timber is good 
-oak, ash, black walnut, and hickory, worth much more tban the 
price of the land, and the soil i fertile, as i generally the case in 
surrounding counties. In Uourbon County, the lands reported 
are not properly under this head, being in grass, without building 
improvements, valued at ·75 per acre. Along the Kentucky 
RiYer, the e unimproved lands arc generally rocky and hilly and 
in timber, suited to gra s ancl fruit . A portion of tbe soil is clay, 
on limestone, thin and rolling. In Anti.er on, mo t of this class 
is rough and hilly, of average richnesR, protlucing blue-g-rass in 
abundance, and when first cleared will yield 50 to 60 bu:;hels of 
corn to the acre. In Lincoln, about half the county comes under 
this head.; high, sanely, with hcayy forests of oak, poplar, :111J. 
chestnut, capable of producing wheat, corn, tobacco, sorghum, &c. 
In '\Vhitlcy, the creek and 1-iYer bottoms are ri<'h, the uplam1s 
thin. In Russell, the soil of such lands is genemlly poor and thin, 
but susceptible of improvement, a portion heavily timbered. In 
Ohio County, the hill land abound in coal :ind iron, and the 
swamps make good meadow, while tho whole county is well tim
bered. In Graves, about one-tenth is bottom land, one-fourth 
broken, timbered, and the remainder level, light-timbcrctl, callet1 
barrens. 'l'he general character of these lands is good, an<l much 
of that which i not already fertile may be reaclily improved. and 
1·endered highly productive in general farming, or well suited to 
grazing purposes. 

l\1rnERALs.-l{cntucky is rich in mineral rewurccs, and her 
bed of coal and mountain of iron and stone are almost inex
haustible. Coal i found in abundance in Greenup, Rockcastle, 
Laurel, Pulaski, "'hitley, Clinton, Edmon on, Hardin, Ohio, 
Butler, Christian, ,v ebster, and other counties. In most of these 
counties this coal is of excellent quality, but u eel only for home 
consumption, there being no means of transportation. In Laurel 
County the coal bed are from three to five feet in thickne,;g_ A 
railroad i now in progres of construction through the eentral 
part of the county, connecting with LonisYillc, which ,rill open 
up a market for thi coal, now undc,·eloped for want of mean of 
carriage to market. In Pulaski they claim to haYe "the best 
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bituminous coal on the continent." Our Clinton correspondent 
i-;ays:-

" A range of hills in the eastern part of this county, extending 
north and soutl1, contain an immense amount of coal in strata of 
four feet in thickness." 

This coal is now being worked to some extent by a company 
who ship to Nashville. In several counties roads are being built 
that will encourage the more extensive development of thiR in
terest, but as yet little has been done in that direction. 

Iron is found in greater or less quantity in Greenup, Trimble, 
Rockcastle, Pulaski, "\Vhitley, R.ussell, Clinton, Edmonson, Ohio, 
Butler, &c., but, like the coal deposits, has been but feebly de
veloped. In Greenup, the furnaces are closed up, ore within 
reach of present facilities being pretty well exhausted. Iron oro 
is found all through Russell County. "About 35 years since a 
~very superior iron was manufactmed here, from which some of 
the blacksmiths made good edged tools without steel. The iron 
was hard and tough. There has been no development since, and 
it is doubted whether the ore is in sufficient quantity to pay for 
working." This ore also abounds in Clinton County, and David 
Dale Owen, in his Geological Survey of Kentucky, in speaking 
of this and counties east of it, says :-

" There is every reason for belieYing that their resources in coal 
and iron-staple commodities of those nations of greatest pros
perity-will, when folly developed, compare favorably with those 
of any civilized country on the face of the earth." 

In Butler County there is much irnn ore, but it is said to be 
of the honeycomb variety, which is considered comparatively 
·valueless. A large amount of capital could be profitably invest
ed in utilizing the iron interest of this State. 

Lead is fom1d in Trimble, Owen, Bourbon, Scott, Franklin, 
Ander on, Livingston, and counties contiguous. In Anderson 
there is a mine saicl to yield 80 per cent. of lead, but the chemiRt 
making the test reported that it would not pay to work it. In 
Livingston, lead has been found upon the surface, but has not 
been worked to any extent. Salt wells exist in several cow1ties, 
bnt are not worked. In Clinton, says our correspondent, " a fine 
stream of salt water has been struck on .. Willis Creek, in the north
we t, and a company are now at work producing salt, and the 
prospect is considered good. There is a fine opening for men ex
perienced in salt ma1..7.ng, there being an abundance of water, and 
timber and labor is cheap. Salt for the Nashville market and 
for the Cumberland River country comes from Ohio and "\V cstcrn 
Yirginia. The cost of shipping salt down the Ohio and up the 
Cumberland, is certainly much greater than down the Cumber
land to Nash ville." Salt water also abounds in Metcalfe, Ander
son, "\Vhitley, Russell, &c. There has recently been discovered 
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a gold mine in Anderson Connty, ll:nd its v~lue is being now 
testccl by a company. Saltpet~r 1s fo_un~ ~n Rock~astle, and 
limestone and freestone abound m Lewis, rnmble, Clarke, and 
other counties. Our Lewis County correspondent cla.ims for his 
county "the finest ledge of free~tone f~·o1:1 Pit~sburg to Cinc.in
nati, from which nearly all the fine bml~mgs m tl:e ;atter_ city 
are now bein<T built and the rock of wluch the Cmcmnat1 and 

0 
' h . f h' Covino-ton bridge was built was taken from t e quarries o t 1s 

county; not extensively worked, there being but one quarry 
in operation, employing 200 men. 

T.IllrnER.-The timber resonrces of this State are well known, 
the finest quality abounding in all ~ec~i?ns, and cmbrac~n~ a 
great variety of fore~t ti·ees of pnm1t1v~ growth, funuslung 
unlimited lumber supplies, as yet but partially developed. The 
soil of the State, however, supplies her chief source of wea~tb, 
rendering Kentucky peculiarly an agricultural ancl grazmg 
country, in which latter branch she has long mnkccl among the 
first in the land. 

CRoPs.-Few farmers in Kenlucky confine themselves to the 
culture of any one crnp, and a mixed husbandry generally prevails, 
embracing the production of wheat, corn, oats, rye, potatoes, 
tobacco the raisin<T of stock, &c. "\Vheat, corn, and tobacco are 
the chi~f crops, tl~e latter being the principal one for export,. the 
corn grown bein<T lar<Tely used upon the farms-converted mto 

t> t> <l . stock. Our Trimble correspon ent wntes :-
" The tobacco crop in this county is the most valuable. In 1866 

the product was 1,016,100 pounds, but, owing to the drought, 
the crop of 1867 did not reach more than half as much. The 
product of hay in 1866 was 826 tons; corn, 276,235 bushels 
wheat 11 824 bushels; barley, 1,052 bushels." 

Tobacc~ is also extensively grown in Owen, Franklin, Edmon
son, Ohio, Christian, vVebster, Pendleto_n, Todd1 Graves? a1~d 
other counties, while wheat and corn receive especial atte11t10n 111 

Greenup, Lewis, Bourbon, Scott, Hardin, &c., and coru alone, the 
leading grain product, in Laurel, Oldham, Anderson, Boyle, &c. In 
Edmonson tobacco yields an averac,e of about 800 pouucls to the 

"' 0. C "0 acre, with a profit of about $30 per acre. h10 ounty : ur 
principal and most reliabl.e crop~ are tobacco and corn, upon 
which our farmers have mamly relied for profit; first, by the sale 
of their tobacco direct; second, by the sale of stock fod and 
fattened by their corn and hay." Todd County: "In favorable 
sensons the average yield of toba~co is 900 pounds. A good 
hand will make 3,000 pounds, wluch bas been sold here, for 
several years past, at $12 to $15 per hundred-weight.. Ow~ng, 
however, to the change in the labor syst~m, the quant1t_y raised 
is annually declining." In Graves the yield and profit 1s about 
the same as in Todd County. 
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In Lewis County "the best 1ottom lands yield from 60 to 100 
bushels of corn t~ the acre, and wheat averages 15 bushels." 
Scott County: "We rai 'e an avera<re of 40 bushels of corn, 30 
bushels of oats, and 10 to 15 bt~sheltof wheat; this bein~ one of 
the noted 'blue-<rrass' counties, is largely devoted to grazmg, and 

"' ~ d . h . " our surplns grain is c?nsumed ?Y stock urrng t e wmter. 
Laurel County : "Corn 1s the special crop, average 25 bushels. I 
last year raised on two acre , well manured, 120 lJnshcls of good 
corn." Whitley County: "Corn and wh_eat, crops eaten and fed 
to horses cattle and ho<rs which are dnven on foot to foreign 

' '' :::, ' . . 
markets." Oldham County: "Indian corn the clucf crop; 40 
bushels to the acre; net profit, 812 to 15 per acre." Hem y 
County: "The greatest profit is derived from the C?rn crop, 
which is fed to stock mules steers, and bogs, atfordrng good 
profits.'' Fayette Cot;nty : "If we have a~y specialty it is in the 
fine quality of our tock; probably no se?tIOn o~ our country can 
boast of finer stock than we have, and, m my Judgment, mul~s, 
horses and cattle attain a hi a her de<rree of peifection here than m 

' 
0 

"' C "Th. . k any other section of t_he Unio!1.': Boyle ounty: 1s is a stoc ·-
raising county; but little gram 1s sent out of th,e ~m_1ty, most of 
the corn and grass raised being fed to stock. This 1s one of the 
principal mule-raising counties in the State." Harrison County: 
"A lar"C portion of the corn crop, nearly all the rye, ~nd a small 
portio1~ of the wheat is distilled into_whiskr, there bemg seve~·al 
l::tr<re distilleries in the county, makrng a fine market for gram, 
they paying this sea on 1 for corn and 81.15 for _rye." 

Wheat is ~enerally sown broadcas_t fro1_11 the m1~1c1lc of Septem
ber to the nuddle of October the dnll bPm" practically unknown 
in most of the counties, an(l where nseLl ptitting in a small p~r
centa"c of the seed. Ilarvcstin" commences as early as the mid
dle of'June, and is usually over tlie first week in July. But little 
attention is given to cultivation. In Russell and many other 
counties they "sow in corn land, sc_ratchin_g in amon~ the corn 
stalks with a shovel plow, the yield berng from four to ten 
bushels." 

Bluc-gra sis the almost universal grass of Ken~ucky, and the 
"blue-o-rass reo-ion" is too well known as a grazrng country to 
reqnir~lengtby notice at our hands. This g_rass_ is very hardy, aml 
if not grazed after the first of August unt!l wmter, makes excel
lent winter pasture· stock doino- well upon 1t, except for the short 
period it may be co~'crecl bf sn~w. \Vhitc cl~vc1-, crab-grass, fox 
tail, &c., arc al o fonnc1, while among the cult1va~ed grasses snr
ces fully and profitably gro,y1: arc herds-grass, t!mothy, 1:ed-to~, 
orchard grass, clover, llnnganan grass~ &c. vVh1le under favo1 -
able circumstances tock may be sustamed nearly the whole year 
upon pastures alone, the average pasture season, when cat.tie 
will do well without other feed, ranges from seven to nme 
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months; sheep sub isting longer, and frequently the entire year. 
The average cost of pastmc per head is given at from $1 to $:2 

per month, and for foddering during the winter from $2 to "2.50 
per month. 

Fnurrs.-Fruit culture has not received much attention in Ken
tucky, there having been no market for the crop, while in some 
counties our correspondents think results have been indifferent, 
and sometimes failures, when the experiment has been tried. Most 
of our reporters, however, claim that all fruits suited to the 
latitude, such as apples, peaches, pears, plumbs, quinces, small 
fruits, and berries, &c., will do well under prnper care and culti
vation, and prove highly remunerative. In some sections the 
worm and bug have been very destructiYe to orchards, and 
discouraged attempts at fruit-growing. One correspondent 
writes:-

" All the principal northern fruits grow well here, particularly 
the apple, peach, plum, &c. But little attention has been paid to 
fruit until within the last few years, but farmers are now planting 
good orchards of choice fruits." 

CORRESPONDENCE. 

From Louisville, Kentucky, August 6, 1868, Mr. Jo11N J. 

SPEED, Postmaster, writes as follows :-

Farming lands Ycry fine, and prices high in this vicinity. In 
adjoining counties prices arc much lower; soil good. 

All sorts of labor high. Plenty of laborers (black), but great 
unwillingne, s to work. Want good German workers, of both 
sexes. 

Climate very variable-extreme heat and cold. City regarded 
as healthy. 

No minerals near. Timber in the county-walnut, poplar, 
oak, ash, &c., plenty. 

Crop good this season; corn, wheat, potatoes, and oats; pr~ces 
good. The city is the country's market. 

Common school system in successful operation. P.rivatc schools 
abundant. All denominations represented. 

The population is compo ed largely of Americans, some Ger-
mans, Jews, and Irish. . 

From Boy<l County, Mr. E. L. SHEPIIARD writes:-

Bottom lands sell from $50 to $100 per acre. Back, and hill, 
and small creek valley lands, from 50 cts. to 810 per acre. "\V c 
have plenty of coal, limestone, and timber. Of our crops we ex
port very little. Our people are mostly immigrants from Southern 
::itates. 



490 WIIERE TO El\1IGRATE1 AND WIIY. 

From Hardin County, August 10, 1868, Mr. S. W. D. STONE 

writes:-

Farm lands in this county vary, from the best to the thin 

and poor, in price, from $10 to '60. "\Ve need farm laborers and 

mechanics. Abundance of coal within fifty miles. vVe have good 

Rchools, and Prote tant and Catholic churches. The majority of 

our people are natives of Kentucky. ,Ve have a good many 
Germans. 

We raise any quantity of fine fruit. We have the be. t fruit 

lands in thi or any other State. Peaches are sellino- at from $2 

to , 6 per bushel. Fruit land, from $10 to ,25 per ac~·e. 

From Rus ellville, Logan County, August 20, 1868, Mr. J. 

W. Wrnwcrr, County Clerk, writes:-

The outh, ca t, and western portions of Logan County arc beau

tiful lc\'cl far!uing lands, well timbered, finely watered, and fertile, 

black soil, with a red cby subcoil, adapted to growth of corn, 

tobacco, wheat, oats, rye, potatoe , &c. Pretty thickly settled 

an l well improved. Land worth from 15 to B60 per acre. Th~ 

country north of the railroad, and lying in the northern part of 

the county, i rather monntainou -abounding in the finest beds 

of undeveloped coal and minerals. Land not very rich except 

along the water-course , and in valley ; Yalue oflan<l, fro:U Sl to 

$30. There are good common chools in every ucio-hborhood of 

the county, and a , plendid male college, a11d a No. 1 female 

college located at Russellville, the county cat, a plea~ant town 

of some 3,000 inhabitants, with Methodist, Baptist Presbyterian 
and Catholic churches. ' ' 

Farm labor is much needed; good opening for mechanics; pro

fe ions overrun. Relations existing between SoLtthern and 

Northern men, the most harmonious; and the war is considered 
over. 

From Bourbon County, Mr. W. 11. PoLK, Postmaster at 

Paris, the county seat, writes as follows:-

Lands in thi vicinity are worth from 8 0 to 8150 per acre. A 

number of counties in thiR, the central part of the State, embraciao

those of Bourbon, Fayette, Harri on, 8cott, Woodford :.\Iadiso; 

J . d ' ' 
csRarnme an others, arc very fine counties, ancl the land all rates 

high. Since the breakino- up of the system of slavery labor is very 

unreliable, ancl it is hara"'to get good bands, as the negrocs are all 

too idle and lazy to work. !f good work-hands could 'be sent into 

thi part of the country, I think it would be a o-reat help to us 

Our la~ds raise corn, hemp, wheat, oats, barley, rye, ancl all 

cereals, 111 great abundance ; most of the com is use<l in distilling. 
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This is a great beef county, as the fine t cattle that go to your 

market are from this county-Bourbon. There is plenty of 

good water-power. 

Mr. J . F. STEWARD, Postmaster at Paintsville, Johnson 

County, thus writes:-

The general character of this section of the State is mountain

ous ; valleys fe1·tile, worth from $25 to 840 per acre, creek lands 

much cheaper. Price oflauor about 75 cents per day or less, and 

the supply exceeds the demand. Climate good and healthy. The 

population is composed chiefly of native mountaineers. 
Coal is very abundant, varies from 2 to 7 feet. Iron ore plenty. 

The kiclney iron contains some lead in the center. urface oil in 

this county about 16 miles west of Paintsville, ancl the show is 

greater than in any other known place; many springs produce it 

-two in abundance. The coal is often neat· to the ri,·er, Big 

Sandy, and of excellent quality. Our ri•·cr is not large, and is 

navigable for about half the year. Coal has been marketed to 

inci11nati often, by seyeral cornpanief', but not with success, 

though I believe it could be profitably worked if managed prop

erly. 
The coal of this valley, esp cially in Floyd and Pike counties, 

a well as in this, John on, will be Yery valuable when the market 

demands it, for it is inexhau tible. 
The timber of this valley, oak and poplar, has hardly any su

perior, but near the river 1t is nearly all taken out. The timber 

busine s has long been carried on here, and it is the main ource 

for money-bark and tave , also logs. 
Corn is the principal crop, and is u ed for bread here; 50 cents 

is the usual price. 
\Y c are 65 miles from Catlettsburg Ky., the mouth of Big 

Sandy RiYer; it is 150 mile from Cinc1nnati, Ohio. Our river is 

our only means of transportation, we have no road. Our schools 

are bare excuses, religioui, adYantages limited. 
Sorghum is raised here successfully and profitably; will produce 

5 barrels molasses to acre. 
The land here are all taken up, but being mountainous are not 

settled, and are not capable of culture for steepne s. l\lountain 

lands can be bought for ·1 to 1.50 per acre, out from the river, 

and will have some farming lands on the branches and hill-sides. 

orthern men here are treated re pectfully, but if they arc 

radicals they will be treated more coolly than if they- are confed

erate democrats. There are no inducements for migration into 

this section ; many are going ,vest. 



TEXAS. 

TEXAS fa by far the largest State in the Union. Its greatest 

length is, from northeast to southwest, more than 800 miles, 

with an extreme width of 750. It has an area of 274,356 

square miles, or upward of 175,000,000 acres. A better idea 

of its magnitude may be formed when it is known that more 

than two hundred States of the size of Rhode Island could be 

carved out of its territory. Texas was admitted into the 

Union in 1845. Its population in 1850 was 212,592; in 1860, 

604,215. 
The settled portions of the State may be generally divided 

into three physical districts or sections, each with distinctive 

characteristics, and inviting the immigrant to essentially dif

ferent systems of agricultlll'e and employment, as follows: 

First, the crescent-shaped zone or belt of country, lying low, 

along the Gulf of Mexico, varying from thirty to one hundred 

miles in width, bountifully timbered, and producing cotton, 

sugar, &c. Next, the flower-embroidered prairie, the home 

of the grain-raising farmer, ro]Jing away northward and west

ward, to lose itself in the grass-covered uplands and plains of 

the stock-raiser, that skirt the elevated and treeless table-lands 

of the "Llano Estocado," or other uninhabited regions of the 

West. 
This is not an arbitrary division. There are many products 

of general consumption and necessity, such as corn, potatoes, 

&c., whieh are common to all parts of the State; but certain 

sections are specially adapted ·to the raising of live stock; as 

others to grain, and others, again, to cotton i.>,nd sugar. Nor 

is this adaptedness confineu entirely within the boundaries in

dicated; as for instance, while the coast region produces more 

bountiful crops of cotton, and is naturally best suited to its 
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culture in many respects, it may be successfully and profitably 
raised in nearly all the counties eastward of the San Antonio 
River, and east of"a line drawn from the town of Sau Antonio, 
in Bexar County, north, to Red River. It is said there is a 
larger area of rich virgin soil, adapted to the cnlti vation of 
cotton, in the State of Texas alone, than in all the cotton 

. States east of the Mississippi River, and that in those counties 
lying upon the Guadah1pe, Colorado, Brazos, Trinity, Sabine, 
and Red rivers, the best, pa1' excellence, of the Texas cotton 
region, not one acre in a hundred has yet been culti,,ated. 

The "wheat region" of Texas is in the northern part of the 
State, and embraces some thirty counties, of which Da11as is 
the center. The average yield in these counties is stated to be 
about twenty-one bushels per acre. In 1866, the wheat pro
duct of this region alone was estimated at nearly two million 
bushels, while in 1850 the total product of the State was less 
than fifty thousand bushels. This cereal is grown to a limited 
ext~nt in most of the cotton counties nearly down to the coast, 
but the region above indicated combines in a superior degree 
those advantages of climate and soil which adapt it to the per
fect development of wheat. A great variety of other products 
flourish in this section. Barley, rye, and oats do equally well 
with wheat and corn. Sweet potatoes and the tame grasses 
are much cultivated, and yield well. Cotton, which also pro
duces well, is neglected, owing to remoteness from market and 
cost of transportation. 

There is no part of the continent, and perhaps no region in 
the world, more admirably suited to sheep husb,andry or gep.
eral stock raising than portions of Texas. Reqniring no food 
to be gathered for their winter consumption, animals may here 
be raised upon vast grazing ranges, covered with the r;nost 
nutritious grasses, almost without cost. Large fortunes have 
often been quickly realized in these pursuits from very small 
beginnings, particnlarly in the southern and western portions 
of the State, which are mainly devoted to these branches of 
industry, some localities being better adapted to horses and 
cattle, and others to sheep and swine. 
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That portion of the tate lying between the Rio Grande 

and San Antonio rivers, and southeast of the road from San 
Antonio to Eagle Pass, on the Rio Grande, is occupied by a 
hardy and active race of stock-raisers, who depend almost en
tirely upon their :flocks and herds. The climate of this section, 
though hot, is exceedingly healthy, but decidedly unfavorable 
for agriculture, owing to the prolonged seasons of drought. 
When Gen. Taylor marched from Corpus Christi to the Rio 
Grande, in 1846, it is said there was not an inhabitant to be 
found between that river and the "ueces, but the whole region 
was roamed over by countless numbers of wild cattle and 

mustangs, which have since been killed, or caught and tamed. 
Judge Davis, of Brownsville, says these animals are now even 
more numerous than when in their original wild condition, 

and thinks southwe::;tern Texas will one day export a half 

million beeves annually. 
This latter region is remarkable for its capacity for the pro

duction of salt, the soil for hundreds of miles from the coast 

being so impregnated with it that it is difficult in many local
ities to find water fresh enough to drink, eYen by digging. 

That portion of Texas best ndapted to sheep husbandry lies 

between the Colorado and Nueces rivers, Kendall County 
being the present <:enter of the sheep-raising interest. The 
southeastern portion of Texas, lying on the rivers Angelina, 
Neches, and Sabine, contains the finest pinery in the United 
States. It extends from Rush County through Nacogdoches, 
Angelina, Tyler, llardin, and J a per counties, to near the 
coast, occupying the most of southeastern Texas. The long
leafed pine is the principal species throughout the southern 
portion of the pine country. This species yields about one
third more sap than any other which has in this country been 

tested for obtaining turpentine. 
In regard to the tran portation facilities of Texas, it may be 

stated that owing to the very limited river navigation of the 
State, railroads must be the main reliance of the people for 
internal commercial purposes. Several lines have already 

been constructed, starting from the Gulf coast, and extending 
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toward the interior. These lines and their connections are 
being rapidly lengthened, while several others are in progress 

and projected. As the country becomes more populous, addi
tional railway facilities will follow, and as the surface of the 

entire State is peculiarly favorable for their construction, the 
day is not distant when Texas will be traversed in every 

direction by these great iron highways. 
Some months ago a comprehensive and interesting descrip

tion of the climate, soil, and resources of Texas appeared in 
the Rural New Yorker, a leading and influential agricultural 

journal. It is from the pen of HENRY S. RANDALL, LL.D. 

of Cortland Village, N. Y., an eminent author, with an es
tablished reputation as such both in the agricultural and 

literary world. Mr. RANDALL is President of the National 
and also of the New York State Wool-Growers' Associations, 

and few men have done more to give an intelligent direction 
to agriculture and husbandry. The following is the article 
referred to :-

We have within the last few months received a number of 
inquiries in regard to Texas, which we have not had time to 
answer; and recen~ly, an as ociation, comprising several per ons 
who propose to emigrate to that State, have addressed us inter
rogatories, full answers to which would embrace a description 
of the physical features and agriculture of the entire country. 

It would r<>quire a volume to give the information thus asked 
for. Texas stretches through ten degrees of latitude is consider
ably more than five times a laro-e as the State of e~ York and 
more than three and a half tim~s as large as all ew Engiand. 
Most of the noted kingdoms of Europe, like Great Britai11 France 
Spain, &c., do not approach it in extent. Vast regions 

1

of it ar~ 
yet ~n a state of nature, t~e rest ~s thinly populated, and but mall 
portions have beer~ described, with any clegree of minuteness, by 
competent. and reliable ~bset-Yers. At be t, then, we could give 
but a partial and superficial sketch; and our narrow limits compel 
us to confine ourselves to the most meager outlines. Tho. e who 
ha".e addrc sed us on the subject will find the best description 
which we have seen, of all the different counties collectively in 
Tim TEXAS ALMANAC for 1867 (Svo, 360 pa(Tes) publi hcd 'by 
an_d O?tainable from W. Richardson & Co., Gal~,eston, Texas. On 
this highly Yaluable work, on Olm ted's JoiirnelJ through Texas 
and some similar publicatione, and on letters received from a laro-~ 
number of intelligent private correspondents in different parts ~f 
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the State, we mainly rely for the accuracy of the statements which 
follow. 

GEOGRAPTIY.-The southeastern side of Texas fronts on the Gulf 
of l\Iexico ·which opens its commerce to the world. !t has a suf

ficiency of' good har~JOr . _Noble ri:ers leave few of its more -~e: 
tile portions unprovided with accessible ~utlet to t~e Rea dmm"" 
periods of the year. It level surface will allow railroads to be 
con tructed over a <Yreat part of it by the ea~ie t grades. _A low 
plain, from fifty to ~ig-hty mile. wide, very slightly ascendm~ to
ward the interior, belts the entire coa t. !rom th_e~ce the sm face 
rises and becomes fir t rolling-, and then J~1lly, until 1t reaches the 
hi<Yh table-land of the Llano Estacado. 'I he seaport towns of Gal

ve~ton and Lavaca are respectively ~0an~ 24 fe~t abo~e the level of 
the ocean. Hou ton, about 50 miles m a direct lme from the 
con. ·t, has an elevation of 60 feet; Columbus, betw~en 80 and 90 

miles from the coast, 250 feet; Gonzal~s, somethmg ~ver 100 

miles from the coast, 270 feet; San Antoma, about 140 miles from 
the coast, 635 feet.* The table-lands and the desert Llano Es
tacado (Staked Plain), u ually rise from 2,000 to 2,500 feet. Some 
elevations in the northwest reach 5,000 feet. . . 

GEOLOGY.-The lower and rolling lands are alluvial. The h~lly 
re<Yion is cretaceous, and abounds in 0xcelle~1t limestone for bmlcl
in~. Beyond thi , primitfre rocks appear 111 many places. The 
<Yi~at pJn,'ins consist of stratified c!a.y and cretaceous ma~·ls. On 
the verge of the e plains are deposit of gypsum e:".te~1cl11:g over 
an area of thousands of square miles. Coal beds exist !1~ t1iffercnt 
locatitie,:. Iron ores are found in incxhausti_ble q?ant1tics _on t~e 
Llano !liver, and they abound on tribut~ncs of R~cl R~vcr m 
northeastern Texa . Copper has bec_n d1scoverell ,m d1~erc~t 
placei-, and also specimens of the prcc10us metals. The mme1al 
re<Yions of the State h:we been so little cxpl?re~1, that the extent 
ol'its resources in thi re pect are but begmnm~ to be kno:Vn. 
Various ~alt springs ]Jaye been found, and s~lt of_ g?ocl quality, 
produced by natural eval?~ration, can be obtamed m 1mmem,~, if 
not inexhaustible quantities at the salt lagunes below: Co1 pus 
Christi, and at the salt lake in Hidalgo County, forty miles from 
the Rio Grande. . . 

OILS AND PRonuars.-In the north, the ric~1, b~aek _soil 1s _espe
cially adapted to the production of wheat! yic_lclm~ m o~·dmary 
seasons, and under the very imperfect cult1vat_10n 1t rec.?1':e , a~ 
averao-e of twenty-one bnshcls to the acre. It 1s ~f supeuor qua! 
ity, ai~d very heavy-in occasional inst~nces reachmg seventy-two 

pounds to t~e bu hel.. The whc~t region p1:oper embraces about 
thirty counties, of which Dallas 1s the cente1. 

* We g-ive the distances from the coast, not by roads or river cour~es, b~t 
direct, as measured by the ~cale of miles on tho new map of Texas, published m 
TUE TEXAS ALlfANAO for 1867. 
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The eastern counties, unlike the rest of the State, were covered 
by forests. The most northerly of the e are highly adapted to a. 

clirnrsified husbandry, including all the productions of more 
northern regions; and they have been favorite places of settlement 
by an industrious class offarmera from Kentucky, Tennessee, and 
the northern parts of l\Iississippi and Alabama. 

The southea tern and central-southern counties are the most 
fertile in Texas, and include the best cotton-growing region, of 
any thing like an equal area, in the world. The cotton counties 
proper constitute about one-third of the State. A very large por
tion of the choice t lands have not yet been cultivated. This 
region also includes several millions of acres of sugar lands, 
often quite equal to those of Louisiana. Sugar has been pro
duced to considerable extent near the mouths of the Brazos and 
Colorado. 

The soil of western Texas, exclusive of the barren region 
between the N neces and Rio Grande, consists generally of black, 
calcareous loam, and its pasturages arc probably unequaled by 
any other natural ones in the world. They afford feed for a 
boundless number of horses, cattle and sheep throughout the 
year. 

,ve have thus far only alluded to staple commodities. Corn, 
wheat, oats, rye,' barley, buckwheat, millet, sorgum, lrii;;h pota
toc , sweet potatoes, peas, beans, turnips, pumpkins, and garden 
vegetables of every kind produce remunerative, and some of 
them abundant, crops on all the good soils of the State,* and 
from many of them two crops might be taken in a season. Fruits 
can be grown in bouuclle s profusion. Apples in northern Texas 
arc thought to be as good as those of the N ort})Crn States. 
Peaches, ~rnctarincs,. ap1:icots, plums, quinces, figs, raspberries, 
strawbernes, &c., of choice quality, can be grown throughout the 
State. ,Vild grapes are found everywhere, and the cultivated 
Yarieties are easily acclimated. Their production may be in

creased to any extent. Horses, neat-cattle, sheep, and hogs 
require so little artificial feed that they can be rai eel at the most 
trifling expense. Tobacco anc1 rice have been but little intro
duced, but there is no doubt that they can and will be cultivated 
in extensive regions, and will become most profitable crops. All 
in all, there is not, perhaps, an equal area of land on the globe 
which possesses greater natural fertility and a better adaptation 
to the procluction of the necessaries, comforts, and luxuries of 
life, and the profitable staples of commerce. 

* The barren lnnds bordering on the lower Rio Grande and the Staked Plains 
in tho northwest will not be taken into view in our account of the soils and 

products of Texas, or in any other parts of our description, unless they are 
especially mentionecl. 

32 
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CLDIATE.-As a sample of the climate, we give the mean 
temperature of every month in the year 1850, as observed by 
Profossor C. G. Forshey in Fayette County, on the Colorado, 
in latitude 30°: January, 50° 57'; February, 62° 44'; :March, 
01° 50'; April, 65° 31'; May, 75° 61'; June, 81° 56'; July, 
84° 76 ' · Atwnst 84° 90' · September, 79° 42'; October, 66° 29'; 

' 0 ' ' o , November, 63° 92'; December, 43°; annual mean, 68 04: 
"In point of climate," says Olmsted, "Texas cl::ums, with at 

least as much justice as any other State, to be called the Italy of 
America. The general average of t~mperature corr~sp?r_icls, and 
the skies arc equally clear and glowm~ .. The pccuh:1nt1es over 
other climates of latitude are founcl m its unw:wermg summer 
sea-breeze and its winter northers. The first is a delightful alle
viation of its summer heats, flowing in each day from the Gulf, as 
the sun's rays become oppressive, and extending remotely inland 
to the farthest settlements, with the same trust,rnrthy steadiness. 
It continues thronO'h the eyeninO', and is described as having so 

0 o. 
great effect that, however oppressive the day may have been,_the 
niO'hts are always cool enouO'h to demand a blanket and yield 

0 0 

invigorating rest." . 
The severe northers occur from December to Apnl, and usu

ally occupy not much over forty days. The rapid reduction of 
the temperature from 70 or 75 degree , to 30 or 40 degree_s, and 
the drivinO' wind are keenly felt. When most cold and v10lent, 

0 , • 

and accompanied with rain and sleet, they sometimes cause 
considerable destruction among domestic animals exposed to 
their fury. These instances, however, are rare, and the shelter of 
a grove or hill, or even a good farm wall, is sufficient to pre_vent 
such consequences. They are regarded as healthful and mv1gor
ating, and, notwithstanding the sudden change of temperature 
accompanying them, do not cause, or eyen exasperate, J?U!monai:y 
diseases. It is claimed that consumpt10n does not ongmate 111 

the region where they prevail. 
HEALTII.-As in all new, warm, and highly fertile countries, 

the low rich river bottoms-especially those of southern Texas, 
which ;re covere<l. with a boundle s profusion of semi-tropical 
vegetation-are not healthy to unacclimated person . The 
hirrher lands between those rivers are usually cons1<l.ere<l. healthy, 
where judicious dispositions are made by the emigrant; but the 
Northern emi(l'rant runs some risk of undergoing a "seasoning" 
course of chills and fever. The hilly region of the west are as 
free from malaria as any other new countrie_s we ever l_ieard_ of-;
far more so, we judge, than were large portions of Oh10, Illmois, 
and MichiO'an when first settled. We have known of hundreds 
of people i'rom the orthern, M~ddle, and Western States _who 
have emigrated to the sheep-reg10n presently to ?O described, 
and we scarcely remember of hearing of one who mcurred any 
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disea~c in the process of acclimation. Gi·eat numbers of invalids 
especially of consump~iYe invalids, from the oldei· Southeri: 
States, resoi:t to the reg1011 around San Antonio for the improve
!llent of theu: health. The native :Mexicans u. ed to tell a stor 
m ~·egar1 to it~ healthfulness which has a regular Yanl,ee smack 
to it. ~hey said some travelers approachinO' San Antonio met 
three d1sco_nsolate looking persons who w~·e hastening away 
from the city. They asked them what was the matter and 
,~hc~·e they were going. Th_e three disconsolate looking p~rsons 
replied that !hey had met with reverses, that they wished to die, 
and were &omg_to_ some pla?e where people coulcl die. 
. Yellow fever is nnport~d mto t_he coas~ towns, as it is imported 
mto ew York and Pluladelphia, but it does not oriO'inate in 
them.. Its ravages, as :vould be expectecl in such a cli~ate, arc 
sometm~es sever~; but it docs !lot pene~rate _into the hilly region 
any more t~an it penetrates mto the rntcnor of New York or 
Pennsyl,·ama. 
. Tnrns OF PLA~TI. G AND HARVESTING.-PlowinO' can be done 
m everY: mo11;th 111 the y~ar-an immense ad vantage over North
ern reg10ns m economizrng labor. It is carrietl on in January 
and Fe~ruary for the field crops. Early garden vegetables are 
planted m January. In February, the prairies are green ; corn 
1s mostly plant~d ; oats, peas, &c., are sown. In March, fresh 
pasturage 1s q~1te abundant, the lamb-drop takes place, about 
!1alf the cotton is planted. In April, the remainder of the cotton 
1s plan~cd, sheep are s_horn; pototoes, peas, and wild-berries 
appear 111 market e_arly 111_ the month. In l\fay, the small fruits 
ar~ h:,1rv_csted; a~ncots npen toward its. close. In June, early 
C~)IJl is rn3:dy for harvestmg; peaches npen. In July, cotton 
npens but. m the aYeraO'e of seasons the main crop does not open 
freely until t~e first of August. In the cotton di tricts, its pick
mg, prepar:1t1on for market, and hauling, consume the rest of the 
season, until about the close of N ovembcr. December is a plow
ing, clearing, and picking-up month 

'!'he above statements refer to average seasons in the central 
lati_tudes of the . State, and to ~he ordinary farm culture of the 
mam c1:ops. . Some of_ them might be grown earlier, and many 
would npen if not put mto the ground until months later. l\Iost 
garden vegetables can _b? planted throughout the season, so as to 
afford a constant repet1t10n of them for the table. 

~V ooL ~RODUCTION.-As all the inquiries we have received 
pomt part10ul~rly, and som~ _of them exclusively, to this husband
rr, we shall g_1ve ~ome ~dd1tional details in respect to the facili
t1e1:1 for carrymg it on m Texas. Sheep can be grown highly 
profitably, for domestic uses, on the moderately elevated, dry, 
sound lands of all parts of the State. But the sheep-region prop
er-that where the pasturage is best adapted to them, both i~_ 
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summer aud winter, where they can in respect to health, be most 
safely hcnled in great flocks, and where, accordingly, the land 
being equally cheap, wool can be most cheaply grown for export
ation-lies in western Texas. It is bounded on the east and 
west by the Guadalupe and the N ucces, and, so far as now known, 
on the north by the Colorado, say from Bastrop upward. 

South of San Antonio this region is ~cnerallr lcYcl, descending 
with a moderate slope to the coast. lt contams some excellent 
sheep pasturao-es as low down as the second tier of counties from 
the Gulf-and in one of these (Live Oak) is now located our 
friend John l\IcKenzie, one of the best flock-masters in Texas. 
· But' the hilly country, commencing five or six miles north of 
San Antonio, 1s regarded, par excellence, as tlie sheep region. 
The hills farther toward the north become more abrupt, with 
narrowei· valleys between, until large riYer bottoms arc reached. 
The present center of its sheep husbandry is Kendall County, 
appropriately named after Geor~e Wilkins Kendall, who first 
practically demonstrated the pecial adaptation of the country to 
that husbandry on a large scale, and who e racy and able writings 
on the subject have attracted thither emigrants from all parts of 
the United States and Europe. 1\1:r. Kendall has exhibited the rare 
merit of showing both sides of the medal-of stating drawbacks 
as well as ad ,•antages, failures as well as successes-and it is this 
candor which has given such a wide influence to his writings. 

We have not space, nor is it now necessary, to describe the 
whole area of the sheep region ai we have bounded it; and we 
shall confine our attention to a group of about a dozen counties 
lyino- around Kendall. The soil is generally good, dry, and sound. 
Stre~ms are quite abundant, and they arc generally as clear as 
crystal-the water pure ancl wholesome. Springs are frequent, 
and oftentimes of extraordinary volume. There is much valuable 
timber on the larger water-courses, and groves of post-oak a-fford
ino- mast for innumerable hogs, abound in the bottoms. The 
hills are u ually mostly bare of vegetation, except grass. The 
last consists of yarieties of the mesquite, probably the finest 
natural grass for sheep in the world, and quite equal to the white 
clover of the North. It is short, fine, exceedingly palatable and 
nutritious, withstands droughts well, and springs up like magic 
after every shower. It is not entirely killed down by the short 
winter, and with sufficient range (which is everywhere attainable), 
entirely subsists flocks throughout the year, so that no artificial 
food is provided for them. The billy regions are destitute of 
fencing timber, and the sheep arc herded by shepherds and dogs. 

ew lands, in the less thickly settled neighborhoods, can be ob
tained at from one to two dollars per acre. It is only necessary 
for the emigrant to secure a homestead, including enough land to 
raise his domestic supply of grain and vegetables. -His sheep, 
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h~rses, ca~tle, a~d hogs can be pastured on the outlying ranges 
Wl~hout his buyrng ~be l~md or paying rent to anybody. Indeed, 
a ~mgle man_ may lu~·e. lus board, and keep large flocks and herds 
without owmng or hmng an acre l This state ofthino-s will con
tinue in portio;1s of the sheep region beyond the lives of the 
present generat10n. 

Sheep as _a_ gencral thing arc uncommonly healthy, and are in 
better cond1t10n the rear roun~ than ordinarily kept flocks iu the 
North. Lambs obtam au earlier maturity. They arc subject to 
sca_b, as must alwa:rs be the ease in an unfenced country, where scat
terrn& sheep are liable to spread it from flock to flock. But in 
escap111g the foot-rot of the North the advantao-e still remains in 
their fa_vor, for the form~r is the most easily a"'nd cheaply extir
pated ~1se~ e of the tw? m large flocks. It requires but two or 
three. d1ppmgs, at short mterval_s, in a strong decoction of tobacco, 
to eftect a thorough cu~·e. With a proper dipping-vat, holding 
half~ dozen.sheep at a t1m_c, the process can be rapidly performed, 
and it reqmres no _expenen?e or skillful manipulation. Every 
flock-master can raise _su~cwnt tobacco as easily as an equal 
patch of corn. The prmc1pal cost of <rrowino- wool besi<lcs first 
purchase of flock, is resolved then into the ~ost of herdino- of 
salt, of shearing, and of getting it to market. "'' 

'.1-'hc cost of commenci_ng a flock is comparatively small. The 
pnce of _common sh~cp m Texas, several grades better than the 
ol~ .l\Ie~1can sheep, IS not now, as appears by the statements of 
wnters m TuE TEXAS AL\fAN.A.C for 1867 hio-her than the cost 
of the common l~eep in the orth. These' sh;ulcl he graded up 
by_ the use of .l\Ienno rams. To make the improvement rapid and 
umform, the rams should be of perfect purity of blood, and those 
every way good enough f~r the purpose, and having reliable pcdi
~rees, can be purchased m ew York and elsewhere, in lots of 
five or ten, for one hundred dollars apiece. Those wishino- to 
ta~c out a few pure bloo~ ewes of equal quality, as a nurse1'.y to 
raise rams from, ran. outam them at the same prices. 

Sheep husbandry m Texas has some drawbacks. The Indians 
are some,yhat_ tr~mblesome_ in the frontier counties, though they 
make theu· thwvmg excursions after horses and cattle rather than 
sheep, becau~e tl:~ latt~r _can not be driven off fast enough to 
escape pursuit. ~here is little donbt that these pests will he so 
far subdued_ or dnv~n back: before. the present Indian war closes, 
that they wtll occasion no further mconvcnicnce. 

We )1ave allu~ed t? the northers. They do not, at wor t, com
pare with the wild wmter storms of the orthern States in which 
the temperature o~ten sinks thi~·ty or forty degrees lo~ver. As 
already stated, ammals are easily protected from them. The 
shelter of a dense ~rove, or esca1·ped hill, ordinarily renders even 
young lambs safe from such of them as occur in the yeaning sea-
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son; though, as in the North, untimely storms of extraordinary 
severity sometimes occasion considerable loss. On the whole, we 
believe that the present percentage of increase in lambs is quite 
as great as in any part of the orth, with all the artificial and 
costly shelter 1n·ovided in the latter, and that with the rudest 
sheds the ad vantage would be in favor of the former. 

The droughts to which the sheep region of Texas is exposed con
stitute the greatest natural drawback on its advantages. These 
in occasional years are severe, but they have never in a single 
instance compared in intensity or duration with those which 
periodically visit the great sheep-growing countries of Australia 
and the Cape of Good Hope. W c know of no years in which they 
have destroyed the grass sufficiently to cause the actual starva
tion of sheep. In the severest Texas clrouo-ht within our recol
lection, Mr. Kendall carried through a number of thousand sheep 
without any material loss and without their becoming poor and 
weak. We watched the struggle with keen interest, for he kept 
us apprised of the state of things every week. There was alarm, 
additional trouble, and nothing more. The trouble consisted in 
driving the sheep farther out daily after feed; but this, if we re
member aright, in no case exceeded four or five miles from their 
daily starting-point, and we think they returned to their pens at 
night, making the greatest distance traversed in goinrr and 
coming eight or ten miles-not half the distance which she~p arc 
ordinarily driven every day in summer to procure their food in 
a great p_ortion of Australi_a, :m:1 not in the aggregate to be com
pared with the annual m1grat10ns of the sheep of Spain after 
pasturage. 

The only other drawback which we know of is distance from 
market. Boerne, the capital of Kendall County, is thirty miles 
north of San Antonio, and the latter is one hundred and fifty 
miles by the road from Port Lavaca, thirty of which are by rail
road. San Antonio, the principal city of western Texas, already 
contains fifteen thousand inhabitants, and is growing and increas
ing in business with great rapidity. It is impossible to suppo. e, 
therefore, that it will not soon be connected with the sea-coast by 
railroad, and this must at no distant clay be intercepted by rail
roads which will connect it with the other cities of Texas and 
with New Orleans. 

Were we disposed to wander from a cold profit and loss ac
count and paint an arcadian scene, we should add a good many 
other touches to our picture of this region-its beautiful scenery, 
its crystal rivers stocked with fish, its forest aboundinrr in deer 
wild turkeys, and other game, its abundance of wild fruits, and 
that coincidence of climate and soil which renders life most agree
able, and its necessaries and comforts most easily attainable. But 
we will close with a remark of our accomplished and widely trav-
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eled friend, l\Ir. Olmsted. Speakinrr of western Texas crenerally 
he says : "Of the genial portion (that is, exclusive of' the barre~ 
wastes bordering the Rio Grande') I have already spoken with 
u_nfcigned ~n~husiasm. 1!'or sunny beau~y of scenery and luxu
nai_ice of soil 1t_ stands qmtc unsurpassed m my experience, and I 
beheve no reg10n of equal extent in the world can show equal 
~ttractions. _It has certainly left. s_uch J?ictures in memory as bring 
1t first to mrncl as a field for_ cm1grat10n, when any motive sug
gests a change of my own res1dcncc."-.lL S. Randall, in" Rural 
New Yorkei·." 

Emigrants and others who seek information respecting 
Texas, will find in the "Texas Almanac," published by W. 
Rwrr.aRDSON & Co., of Gah-eston, detailed descriptions of all 
parts of the State, from the most reliable sources. The modest 
title of this creditable work conveys no idea of the mass of 
valuable information it contains. Each year from 800 to 400 
pages of new and original matter are presented, comprising 
precisely the information necessary to form a just estimate of 
the climate, resources, and general advantages of Texas. In 
the "Almanac" for 1867 we find a detailed description of all 
the counties in the State, from which we select a few that 
most faithfully represent the leadmg resources of their respect
i vo sections~ and by permission transfer them to these pages. 
We commence with a fair specimen of the coast counties :-

BRAZORIA COUNTY. 

_Cou??Y SEAT, BRAZORIA:-This county is tolerably well sup
plied with common schools m all the settlements. A hi<Yh school 
for females is soon to be established in Grazoria, havinO'"'becn en
dowed by the will of Mrs. Perry. In Gra.zoria there is 0~1e Metho
dist and one Catholic church; at Columbia, a :Methodist and 
Presbyterian church; also one at Sanely Point, and one at Liver
pool, and four others in the county. There are a few fine springs 
of excellent water in the eastern part of the county, but none 
elsewhere, nor are there known to be any minerals or mineral 
springs in Brazoria. Proclucts.-Cotton and sugar are the chief 
products for export. About four-fifths of all the surrar made in 
Texas is produced in this county. There are a good ~any expens
ive sucrar IJ?-ills and machin~ry. The other products are corn, 
oat~, rye, m1llet, the Ilunganan and other grasses, the native and 
California clover, all of which do well. Sweet and Irish potatoes 
peas, beans, and all varieties of vegetables are grown abundantly'. 
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.Fi·uits.-Peaches, pears, figs, quinces, plums, &c. Black and 
dewberries grow wild in the greatest abundance, and strawuerries 
are cultiYated. The climate is salubrious aml pleasant, beiu~ tem
pered with a sea-breeze day and night, often making covering 
necessary in the warmest season. The soil is of various kinds, 
and nearly all is the most productive in the worltl. The county 
is nearly twice the size of average counties, and nearly one-half 
of it is covered with the best timber. The prairie has here and 
there groves of post-oak, Ii ve-oak, and cedar, and affords the best 
kind of stock range, as the grass continues green nearly through 
the winter, while the contignous woodlands and bottoms afford 
excellent shelter for the stock in winter. The herds of cattle are 
very large, and it is believed that the stock of Brazoria is equal 
in value to its agricultural products. The seasons are generally 
quite uniform, though sn~ject to occasional execs cs of rain and 
drnught. The live-oak of Brazoria is the best in the country, and 
affords the best ship-timber in the world, nearly all of which is 
contiguous to navigable water. The average size of the trees is 
five foct diameter, and thirty feet high t,o the first limb. The 
ri vcrs arc tho Brazos, Oyster Creek, Bastrop Bayou, Chocolate 
Bayou, and tho Bernard, all of which are navigable for light
draught vc sols. Tho Houston Tap and Brazoria, Railroacl has 
been in operation to Columbia for seven or eight years, and passes 
nearly throngh tho middle of the county. The present crops are 
but about, half an average, owing entirely to the impossibility of 
getting tho negroes to work, for the season has been one of the 
best ever known. The ncgroes do not do more than about one
fourth as much as when slaves. The planters will not again con
tract with them, unless upon the distinct understanding that they 
may discharge them if they do not work better. The mortality 
among them, owing to dissipation and having no one to take care 
of them and their children, as formerly, ha increased 25 per cent. 
But one or two plantations ham as yet tried white labor. One 
of these, cultivated in cane, and worked by laborers jnst from the 
south of France, has produced better than it ever dicl when worked 
by the same number of slaves. These white laborers enjoy good 
health, and are well pleased with their change of country. The 
wood for fuel and firing is in great abundance. Live-oak and 
cedar furnish the material for building. Milk, butter, chickens, 
&c., are had in every family, at scarcely any cost. The range for 
hogs is excellent, as the mast is abundant. The cost of raising 
con ists in the trouble of marking them. Tho wmal markets are 
Houston and Galycston, each fifty miles distant from the county 
seat. The transportation i' by rail to Houston, at $1.50 per bale 
for cotton, and by water to Galve ton, by the canal, or on the 
Gulf, at 75c. to 'l per bale. The planters frequently ship their 
cotton from Galveston to Liverpool, and their sugar to New York. 
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The native wine grows luxuriantly, and nea_rly every family 
makes an excellent wine from the grapes for then· own l!So. Land 
is worth from $1 to '50 per acre. Tho average valu~ of good un
improved land is ·s to ·10 per acre .. The a,·erage yield per acre 
is in cotton one bale aud in corn thirty-five bushels. Ono hand 

' ' . l can cultivate on an averao-c, sixteen acres m cotton ant corn. 
But the ne"r~cs now do as"'little work as possible. They, how
ever beha,';'e yery well so lon" as they are not made to work and 
hav; enough to eat. 1'he tinfo of planting corn is about the 10th 
of February, and of cotton the 10th of l\larch. The corn usually 
matures about the 1st of July, and the planters common!}'." c~m
monoe picking cotton about the middle of July, a1~d the pickmg 
has to continue as the cotton continues to open, till Chnstmas; 
and oven then: when tho planter has to begin_ to rrepare his 
ground for another crop, tho fields ~re ?fton :'·h1te with c_otto~, 
which is lost for want of hands to pick 1t. Cistern-water 1s um
vcrsally used in Brazoria. The usual price of corn is 50 c~nt~ to 
$1 per bushel· potatoes 25 to 50 cents. A good beef, we1ghmg 
500 or 600 lb;, is worth about $10; pork is worth 3 to 4 cents 
per lb.; butter, 15 to 25 cents; bacon, 15 to 20 cents, though 
these articles are sold by but few.-Texas Almanac. 

COLLL.', COUNTY.-A FAill SPECillIEN OF TIIE BEST NORTHERN 

COUNTIES. 

COUNTY SEAT l\foKINNEY.-This is, perhaps, in point of soil, 
the richest county in the State. It i~ in the_ hc~rt of t,he wheat 
region, ancl susceptible of almost entire cult~vat1011. It i:uay. ap-
pear strancrc but it i true that all the land 1s fit for cult1vat10n, 

o ' ' ' . h'b' except the very bods of the streams. l'he recent registry ex 1 1~s 
over sixteen hundred ·voters. Tho western part of the county 1s 
hi"h rollino- prairie as rich as Texas afford . Quito a number of 

::. 
0 

' • 1· I h f streams ri e in this part of the o~rnnty, runmng a 1t_t e sout ,o 
east. This part of the county 1s rather scar?0 of tlllibcr. 'Ihe 
middle portion is equally rich in point _of ~oil, and muc~ m?re 
abundant in timber. The eastern part 1s still morn heavily tim
bered, and, except tho extreme east porti?n, is not. so susceptible 
of cultivation, on account of the heavy timbered ndges and bot
toms. Yet tho soil is very rich, with a dense growt~ of hack
berry, elm, pec?-n, ash, bois ~'arc, redbud, &c., on the nclg~s, and 
bur overcup pme and Spamsh oak, walnut, ash, elm, hackberry, 
pec;n, wild China,' &c., i1;1- the bottoms. Land i_s held at moderate 
prices; unimproved prane, at from $1 to $5; timbered land, from 
84 to O 10 ; improved lands from $5 to $15 per acre:, governed by 
locality and character of improyements, those nearest the county 
scat commanding best figures. Corn, barley, oats, and wheat are 
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the principal crops raised. Cotton grows well, but wheat and 
barley are leading products. Apples, pears, and peaches also 
succeed well. The spring and well-water is gen!lrally limestone. 
l\Iany ci terns are in use, and made underground in the rock, with 
little more labor and cost than the digging of wells. The grass 
is good, both on the eastern and we tern sides of the county, but 
the middle part not so good. Cattle do well, but the range is 
better adapted for horses and sheep. W c, ton and l\Iantna, two 
flourishing villages in the northern part of the county, are situated 
about six miles apart. These pbces arc located in the heart of 
populous neighborhoods, and npport good schools. Plano is a 
thriving village in the south part of the county, on the main stage 
line from Au tin to Clark ville. Farmersville is itnated near the 
Ilnnt County line, and is the nearest trading point for one of the 
finest neighborhoods of farmers in the tatc. A good school is 
su ·taincd there. The county eat, :McKinney, suftered much dur
ing the war, all the buildings on one side of the public square 
having been ?e troyed by fire. At present there arc eight dry
good e.·tahh hmcnts, three grocery stores, and one drug store. 
One excellent school is well sustained in the town; also one mile 
from the town there is a mo t excellent academy, e tablishcd since 
the war. There are scYcral good steam flouring mills in the 
county. I know of no county in the State that ofters superior ad
vantages to the immigrant. It is settled by a thrifty, industrious, 
and intelligent population-a people who have been accustomed 
to r ly upon their own exertions, and who are determined to over
come the difficulties produced by the change in the system of 
labor heretofore relied upon. A long residence satisfies the writer 
of the exceeding healthfulness of the county. McKinney is two 
hundred and forty miles north from the capital of the tatc. (To 
the above, from Governor Throckmorton, we subjoin the followmg 
additional information from enator Bumpass.) This county was 
first settled, some twenty year ago, by Collin :McKinney, from 
whom both the county and county scat have receiYed their name. 
The schools and churches of this county will compare favorably 
with tho e of any country in the world of the same age. The 
traveler is struck with the uniform moral deportment, quiet, in
dustrious habits, and Chri tian devotion of the plain farmers of 
Collin. Hogs are easily rai ed, and every farmer ha his own 
bacon the year round. The population is rapidly increasing, and 
soon the county will be den cly settled. Onr chief market now 
is Jeffer on, Iarion County, distant 140 mile , and reached by 
wagon at a co t of ·2 per hundred for freight. The soil of Collin 
is a black, waxy character, mingled with loam, making it easy of 
cultivation. It is from two to twenty feet deep, and the more it 
is culth·ated the better it produces. The olde. t farms rent the 
best. One hand can cultivate fifty acres of land in corn, wheat, 
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oats, Yegetables, and Hungarian grass. There are but few Afri
cans in Collin C<?unty, and ~vhat few are left .a~·c doing very well, 
but are clccreasmg by gomg back ~o Lomsiana, Missouri, and 
Arkansas, from whence they were d1wen by the war. Most of 
our labor is being performed by white men, who own their little 
t:arms, and by steady young white men who arc employed by our 
farmers, and are far preferable to black laborers. The followin<Y 
are the average prices since I have been in the tate: 'Wheat, $1; 
corn, 75 cents; oats, 66 cents; barley, 50 cents; rye, 50 cents; 
sweet potatoes, 1 ; pork, 6 cents l)er pound ; butter, from 5 to 
12½ cents per pound; beef, 2 J and 3 cents per pound; bacon, 12½ 
cents per pound; good average horses, ~100; oxen, per yoke 840 · 
cows and calves, ··12.50. The climate is deli<Yhtfol. 1Vc'hav~ 
some ice when a norther springs up in midwint~r but little snow. 
Collin is bounded on the north by Grayf:on Co11;1ty, on the east 
by Hunt, on the south by Kaufman and Dalla and on the west 
?Y Dent?n. It lies .mostly :1bove the 33cl parall~l of latitude, and 
111 one of the healthiest regions of country in Tcxas.-1ex. Al. 

SAN Al: GUSTJNE, ONE OF TIIE EASTERN COUNTIES. 

. (:ou1'1"TY SEAT, SAN AuGusn.:rn.-Thc county of an Augustine 
1s situated _between the bayou Apolygotch on the east an<l. the 
Al~oyac River on the west .. In the central part of this county is 
a ndge of r~d l~md~, ?xtenJmg the entire length of the county; 
the nature of _tlus s01l 1s very excellent for farming, a it con titutes 
,:,hat geolog1. ts tcm~ a tab!~-land of the richest upland in the 
, tatc. A great portion of t.1;s red land has been cultivated for 
~O yea1:s, and till yields an a1:rn.nclant harYest of produce to the 
u_l(lu t;'!Ous labore!'; ~he rema111111g lands are gray and very fer
tile. The_ county 1~ bisected by never-failing streams, every three 
01· four nnleR, runmng from the north to the south. The lands 
immediately on these streams arc bottom and arc similar to the 
delta land of Louisiana, bein<Y of the mo' t fertile character and 
c?ntaining the sa~c growth: namely, cypres , magnolia,' oak, 
h1?k?ry, walnut, w1_lcl-cherry, sumac, and cane-brakes, which were 
ongmally almo t 11npcnetrable, but are now much thinncll by 
the cattle. The bottoms yary in width from 100 yards to 1 000 

yards; adjace~t to the bottoms are generally to be found hom
mocks, w1~h timber of a smaller character to the bottoms, with 
the exception of the eyer-green , cyprcs~, cane,, and white-oaks; 
these hommocks con t1tute the finest upland farms in the State 
when the locality is free from liability to wa h. BetwcPn th~ 
bottom hommocks and the next bottom and hommock are found 
the finest pineries in the world, both the low, and short leaf· occa
sionally may be found flats, in these pineries ~,here may be -<'~n fino 
post-oaks. The geological period is part of the limestone and the 
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sandstone; in the latter arc to be found large deposits of shells, 
Jenotiug the previous existence of a vast amount of animalculro. 
The products are corn, cotton, wheat, rye, oats, potatoes, pumpkins, 
and peanuts. The yield of corn is from 10 to 40 bu hcls per acre; 
cotton, from 700 to 1,000 pounds per acre; potatoes, from 300 to 
500 bus11els per acre; wheat, rye barley, and oats yield from 7 to 
20 bushels per acre. The above includes the bottom as well as the 
upland yield. The seasons in this immediate portion of the State 
arc, and have been, better and surer for a fair yield than any por
tion of the State distant from the coast. Sugar-cane is success
fully grown, and would be raised for export if the machinery could 
be had for the manufacture of sugar in large quantitie~.-Tex. Al. 

WASUINGTON COUNTY.-A FAIR SPECIMEN OF THE BEST COUNTIES 

IN CE:NTRAL TEXAS. 

COUNTY SEAT, BRENTIA~r.-Schools and colleges were wonder
fully well maintained during the war; but now they fall short 
of the needs of the incrca. ing population. There are several 
very excellent schools; a boardin,& and day school for young 
ladies (LiYc Oak Seminary, near liay Hill), conducted by the 
pastor of the Pre ·byterian Chmch, is only one of several holdin~ 
a high position for many years. Of colleges, one for boys :mct 
another for girls at In<lcpendencc, under the auspices of the 
Baptist Church; and two of an equally high order, ancl similar, 
at Chapel Hill, under the care of the :Methodist Church. The 
former includes a law school, and the latter one of medicine and 
surgery, which are fast becoming celebrated. Churches of every 
denomination are numerous all over the county. Of minerals 
and mineral springs there arc few. Along the base of the hills 
ranging south and parallel to the ri,·er Yegua are salt and soda 
springs. Thick strata of lignite of excellent quality crop out, or 
have been cut through, in digging wells. Along the same range of 
hills arc springs impregnated with sulphur; and offering evi
dences of the presence of petroleum, in the frequent gaseous bub
bles and the oily scum on the surface. Not much probability of 
coal or iron. Abundance of lime-rock, yielding excellent lime. 
The county is unusually well watered; and good and permanent 
water-tanks can be anywhere made. In agricultural products 
this county is generally understood to be the richest in the State. 
The chief crops arc corn (or maize) and cotton, both produced 
abundantly; wheat, barley, oats, the various millets, sorghum, 
the sweet and Irish potato, garden vegetables, &c., are all 
largely grown and yield well. The natural prairie grasses, 
when inclosed and mowed a few times, afford heavy cuts of 
good hay. The growing crops, considering all the difficulties 
in the way of labor, and the delays in cultivating, from heavy 

TEXAS. 509 

and continued rains, are unusually promising. The small grain 
crops were harvested with difficulty, and were limited in extent. 
No fodder (corn or tops) has been saved, and little hay 
cut. Cotton will be a fair crop, even should the worm sweep 
over it by the last of the month, August, which is 110w doubt
ful at least so soon ; inasmuch as the same I clmemnon has 
appeared which saved the crop in 1848. This is a small insect, 
somewhat like a win"'ed ant; the female of which inserts her 
egg into the chrysalis of the cotto1:-wonn, producing a larva 
which preys upon the other. Corn 1s a full crop, though the 
usual breadth has not been planted. The castor-oil bean, and 
other oil-producing seeds, yield great returns. Tobacco has been 
"'rown pretty generally by the negroes, and giYes a large return 
~f goo<l leaf. But little rye, and ~10 ?u?kw ~eat or rice; although 
any and all grow well, the last with 1rngat10n, of course. Hops, 
hemp, flax, indigo, madder, and other dye-stuff can all be gro:rn, 
With the exception of rather too frequent cold northers, dunng 
the late autumn, ,yinter, and early sprin~, there is no more ple~s
ant climate, especially upon the open prames; though some claun 
tl10 same, or even more, for the sheltered woocllaucls. The great 
general elevation of the county, gradually rising from the coast, 
thus l>rin"'incr it within the reach of sea-breezes, modified and tem
perc<l, co~triliutes much to the agreeability of the climate and 
general good health. The black prairie soil is notoriously rich 
a,nd productive; many of the creek bottoms and timbered lands, 
have also excellent soil. The Brazos bottoms, at the cast end 
of the county, are unsurpassed in productive~iess. ThC' C'0nn~y 
is well timbered; not over two-fifths 1s prainc. The L:1 BahUI. 
prairie extends the entire length of tho county, and 1_1early 
alon(T its center. The timber is mamly oak, of seYeral ,;peeies, af
fordii1"' abundant fencing and fuel, with various elms, ashes, hack
berries hickories, pecans, cottonwoods, box-ciders, red-cedars, 
wilcl-p;ach, mulberry, &c., ,vith occasional valuable cane-brakes; 
one beautiful group of magnolias alld hollie ; no pines. The 
Mustan<T o-rape-vinc ( V. llli1stungensis) gro-ws in vast quantities, 
festooni~,,.bthe live-oak, &c., in the most beautiful and graceful man
ner, and bearing heavy and_ regular crops of grap~s, Ji·om which a 
<TOOd rc<l wine is made. Of n vers, there are none w1th111 the county. 
The Brazos is the boundary on the cast, the Yegna on the north. 
The valley of the bottom affords a ·va t range for cattle and hogs, 
and some o·ood lands for culfo·ation. N ew-Y car's, "T olf, :Mill, and 
many oth~r small streams, have their sonrces m, and traverse por
tious of, the county. A railroad, soon to be e_xtended sn:ty miles 
farther to Austin, taps the Texas Central Railroad at Ilemstead. 
Brenhdm, the county seat, i · the present terminus. This 1oad is of 
great value to Wa hingtor~ County, and to all the country north 
and west. The pasturage 1s unsurpasset.l by any part of the State 
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when the lands are incloscd, which is easily done hy hedo-in,.,. and 

for which the O age orange (11-:lacharct Aurantiaca) amt v~~·ious 

rosei;, &c., have been used; but the be t and surest is the white 

rnicrophylla rose, known as :Maria Leonida. tock of all kinds 

thrives well; but the county, until each farm is inclo eel is over

stocked. 'fhe best building material in much of the ~ounty is 

stone. Good bricks are made. Houses are chiefly framed of 

cedar, and of pine brought from the pineries of Grimes and Iont

gomery counties, di ·tant thirty or forty miles; excellent hon es 

of J1ewed logs are common.. The cheapne s of living depends 

entirely upon ourselves. A kmd and bounteous Providence ,.,.ives 

food of all kinds in abundance. The fruits, butter milk ch~e e 
. ' , ' 

poultry, and eggR, wme, game, &c., and their preparation and 

cooking depend upon individual etforL Grune, as Jeer turkeys 

grou e, quails, the great prairie hare, &c., arc abund;nt. Th~ 

most serious difficulty is, that the means of living arc too abund

ant and too easily procured. Hogs arc raised in great numberfl, 

and cheaply; and bacon cured ca ily, with rea onable care. Our 

population is fa t increa ing; can not ay at what rate· but the 

res~lt will_ be to mak~ thi beautiful c~unty a white man'~ counti:y. 

'Ihc ent1rc county JS capable of bcmg cut up into small farms· 

many owners are doing this, :1~d making sales or renting to new'. 

comer unable t~ buy; rece1vrng from 83 to ·5 per acre per an

num for the cultivated land, generally 30 to 50 acres in extent, 

and with very moderately comfortabl" cabins and but few other 

conven_ience .. Life and property arc secure, a~ much so as in any 

part of the Umted States. Our chief markets arc Galveston 130 

mile , and Hou ton, 75 miles distant; accessible by rail;.oad. 

Co t of fr~ightaiJ°, th~·ee-tourth~ of a cent (l½ farthing) per pound 

per 100 mile . The vme rs cultivated succe sfully, and good wine 

JS made. This will become a leading business in the county, as 

on all the calc~reous lands of the tate; and on the meanest sandy 

lands, cmploymg the scuppernono--a white variety of the Vitis 

~tlp~na. The pric<:5 of lands ra1fgc from $3 to $25 per acre. A 

fair yield of cotton 1s 1,000 pounds per acre in the seed or fully 

300 pound of lint; corn, 25 to 50 bu hcl ; wheat, 10 to '30; bar

ley, 25 to 50, as to sea ons and culti,·ation. 

The experie_nce of ~any years has proved that in this county 

at lea t, and, mdeed, m a great part of the State, the white man 

or woman finds no diffi<:ulty or serious inconvenience in farm 

labor. The ~ornings, until 10 or 11 o'clock, during mi<lsummer, 

and the evemn~i-, after 3_ o'clock,_ are pleasant enough out of 

doors; a.nd dunng that time a fair day's work can be readily 

done. 1.Iucl~ cott~n, m~cl that too, un~sually well handled, is 

grown an~ picked m this county by white labor. The prices of 

staple articles of produce vary so much, one season with another 

that it is impossible to particularize. But all such articles, as als~ 
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stock of all kinds, rate high in thi county, _being accessible to 

ready markets, and traversed by several of the most frequ~nt 

routes of travel in the State. The county scat, .~rcnha.m, be1_ng 

central, is a favorite s~arting-poi_nt for par.ties de mn~_ to ~xamme 

the tate • there leavm,.,. the railroad fo1 stage, hacl,, 01 saddle

horsc. 1.fins for cutting and dre sing_ timber, for grinding corn 

and wheat and ginnin,.,. cotton, are qmte numerou ; and a , hort 

time will ; ec several ~anufactories of cotton and wool at work. 

-Texas Almanac, 1867. 

COllIAL COU"NTY.-A WESTERN COUN'I'Y. 

CouNTY SEAT NEW BRAUNFEI.<,, which is located on the west 

side of the Com~l River near its junction with the Guadalupe. It 

is one of our lar"e t an'cl most flourishing inland towns, and con 

tains a populatio~1 of about 3,500 inhabitants. The New Braun

fels ac:aclcmy, which is located here, has now about 400 scholars, 

who arc instructed in Engli h and German, and t!1cre arc four 

other school in the county. The town also contams one Cath

olic church and two Lutheran. The population i mo tly German, 

but nearly all peak Engli h, and severa~ Americans_ ha.ve_latcly 

ettled among us, attracted by the fine climate, the nch soil, and 

the abundance of pure water to be found all over the county. 

There is about forty feet fall from the Comal_ prings _to i~s con

fluence with the Guaclalnpc, ancl there arc ehg1blc mill sites all 

alon" its banks for factories sufficient to supply the whole tate 

of 'Toxas. Its' watcr-power'has been pronounced, by tho c en

gaged in manufacturing, a. superior to any in the _Southern ~ta~es, 

an ·1 it will doubtless, ere long, attract the attention of c_ap1tahsts 

wishin" to inve t in such enterprises. Already th~rc 1 a large 

cotton "factory which has been in sncce ful operat10n for more 

than a year. There is a~so, on th_e same tream_, a large -~~h 

factory, with a wool-cardmg n:ac~nne, three fl.ourmg and g11st

mill , two breweries, ancl one d1, t1llery. The county al o, most 

of which is thickly settled, is w~ll watered by the Guadalupe, 

which rnns nearly throu"h the m1tlcllc, from northwest to south

ea t; also by the Cibol-0 ~nd Blanco rivers, and by Curry's, ,Yasp, 

Sister anc1 numerous other creeks. There are some eighteen or 

twenty water-mills in the county, some of which arc extensively 

en"a"cd in the manufacture of flour for export; there are also 

sc;c1~1 saw-mills. There i. plenty of timber, w~ich con i t mo tly 

of cedar live post and black oak, walnut, hickory, elm, pecan, 

mesquitd, &c.' Ro~k, howc,·cr, o_f whic~ there is a_ great abund

ance is the chief building material. Pme lumber is a;lso hauled 

fron; Bastrop for building-di tance, about fifty mrles. The 

agricultural products of the county arc, cotton, corn, ancl all the 

cereals. Corn generally sells from fifty cents to 1 per bushel, and 
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wheat from $1 to $1.50. Every thing is sold for specie, but 
currency is freely taken at its market value. Sulphur springs are 
quite common; but, of minerals, only plumbago has yet been 
found. The formation is limestone. All 1.inds of fruits are 
raised in abundance, such as peaches, apples, pears, quinces, 
plums, and cherries; and the grape-vine has been most success
folly cultivated, }Jroducing a fine quality of wine, while the trees 
in the river and creek bottoms are literally loaded down with the 
M11stang grape, from which also a very drinkable wine has been 
made. From the facilities for irrigation, this county will doubt
less be eventually tbe wine region of Texas. The labor is almost 
exclusively white, and can be had on reasonable terms. There 
are but few freedmen in the county. The entire population will 
reach about 6,000. The lands of the county, being mostly cover
ed with mesquite grass, are especially adapted for raising cattle 
and horses; but sheep have been found the most profitable invest
ment, as indeed they have proved to be in all this western section 
of the country. This year the pasturage has been unusually good. 
Game is very abundant. In the neighborhood of New Braunfels 
the cultivated lands are literally alive with quail, which afford 
excellent sport in winter. 'fhe mule-eared rabbits, which resem
ble the English bare, are also very numerous, and arc taken with 
greyhounds. There are plenty of deer, panther, and bear, also 
the silver fox, raccoon, opossum, and a variety of other wild 
animals. Fish is also found in great abundance in all the streams. 
Lavaca is the shipping port, distant about 150 miles.-1b: . .Al. 

RED RIVER COUNTY.-ONE OF THE NORTHEAST COUNTIES. 

COUNTY SEAT, CLARKSVILLE.-W e have a number of good 
schools and churches throughout the couuty. McKinzie's College, 
three miles southwest of Clarksvil1e, is a fine institution of learn
ing, and in successful operation. The agricultural products are 
corn, cotton, wheat, oats, barley, rye, potatoes, peas, and all 
kinds of vegetables. Climate, mild and pleasant. vVe have a 
variety of soil-prairie, river-bottom, and timbered land. The 
prairie lands are black, and of the richest quality; the river-lands 
are rich and productive, and have not been overflowed entirely since 
1842. They came nearer overflowing this last spring than they 
have since that time. The timbered uplands are sanely, and some 
portions are productive. It is a fine country for fruits, vegetables, 
and grapes. Some fine pineries are in the timbered lands, which 
keep some six or eight steam Raw-mills in active operation all the 
time. The lumber sent from this portion of the county is a con
siderable source of profit. The Memphis and El Paso road will 
run through the center of the county. We have })lenty of tim
ber for all purposes. Our best building material is pine lumber. 
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W O have plenty of butter, eggs, milk, cheese, poult17, &c. It 
does not cost much to raise hogs; they generally hve on the 
rano-e until they are two years old; they ar~ t~en put up ancl 
fatt~ned on corn a few weeks. We are secure m hfe and property, 
and our population is increasing rapidly. New Or~eans 3:nd J ef
ferson are our markets. We ship down Red River d1rec~ to 
New Orleans, when the river will permit. vVe make no wme, 
though I think it could be made. Lands are worth from $1 to 
$10 pet· acre. We make from 1,200 to 2,000 pounds of seed-cotton 
per acre• from 30 to 50 bushels of corn; wheat, fr~m 15 to 25 
bushels. ' A hand can cultivate from 15 to 20 acres m corn and 
cotton• in corn and wheat he can cultivate more. 1:he ;1egroes 
do abo;1t half work since their liberation; their 1?ehav10r 1s good. 
vVe have some white laborers, and they are considered better and 
more reliable. The customary price of corn is fifty cents to $1; 
·wheat, the same; potatoes, $1; pork, five·cents per pound; butter, 
ten cents per pound; bacon, twelve and a half cents per_pound; 
oxen, $40 to $50 per yoke; milch cows, $10 per head, with calf; 
sheep, from $1 to $2 per head.-Tex . .Almanac. 

DIRECTIONS J,'OR A S::IIALL FARllER IN TEXAS.-BY A TEXAS FARMER. 

Sow as much small grain as you can conveniently. If you do 
not live in the wheat region, sow rye, barleyi or 3:ny ~ram.that 
will grow. It will more than pay the cost of sowmg, m Winter 
pasture; and, if you are scarce. ot c?rn, it will make a _go~d sub
stitute if cut anc1 cured before 1t 1s npe. Prepare your com lanc1 
in widter, if you can do so. Stiff anc1 claye)'., lands should _be 
plowed with turning-plows, and deeply, too. Sandy lands, with 
sanely subsoil, should be plowed deep, but not tur1;ed ov~r d~ep,. 
with turning-plows. Plant ~arly as the weather will a~m1t of, or 
as soon as the spring opens, 1f_you can know w!10n t~at 1s. Plant 
in rows four feet each way, tlun to. two stall~s m a lnll; then you 
can cultivate with the plow, and dispense_ with one-half or .three
fourths of the hoc-work required in dril!ed corn. So_me prefer the 
bedding-up system; othe~·s, flat breakrng. For stiff aoc1 close 
soils, perhaps bedding up 1s best. For loose and sand_y land, t~e 
other answers very well. I have not space to enter mto details 
of planting and cultivating, as . I suppose all know, or should 
know how to cultivate com. Stll' the land, anc1 keep weeds and 
grass 'aown, and you are tolerably sure o~ ~ crop. Plan~ enou~h 
corn to be sure of plenty for home use, ra1smg and fattemng po1k 
included · and then if tbat does not take all your tune, plant and 
raise wh;t cotton you can, neve1· neglecting the improvement of 
your farm. 

Have a o-oocl o-arden spot, and plant all kinds of ve,getables. 
The wives ~nd d~ughters of small farmers (I mean no disparage-

83 
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mcnt to others) are generally industrious, and it will be a 
p!easant rccreat10n to them to_cul~ivate it, especially if you will 
give them a part for the cultivat1011 of flowers, an1l keep your 
hor~es and oth~r stock out of the door-yard, o that they can 
cultivate flowerrng hrubbcry. :Make preparation for a larcrc 
sweet-potato. patch, never omitting the Irish one , howcv;r. 
:Make_ large r~dges for sweet potat~es; then, in cultiYating, scrape 
th_e ndgc. wit!1 a hoc, and _t~e middles with a sweep, and they 
w~ll reqmre little or no h11lmg up; try it. Plant out till the 
~1ddle or la t of Aug:ust. Ifrou haYC a large potato patch, it will 
aid you very much m fattcmng your pork if your com should 
be short.. Potatoes haye a_ Ion~ time to grow in, and there is apt 
to be ram enough some time m the sea on to make them crrow. 
After your ?Orn is laid _by, or .ooncr, plow your stubble':iand, 
and plant with J)Cas ·, <lr1ll three feet a1mrt and cultivate once• 

l 1 
. , , 

you rnay a op ant rn your corn; they will produce from ten to 
twenty bushels to the acre, and besides havincr plenty for table 
use, if you like them,. you will, perhaps, have 

O 

euougli to fatten 
all your stock; that i~, farm _stock, hogs for pork, &c. Have 
~n acre or two for tu_rmps. Rich bottom-land will do very well, 
if not best, even without manure. About the fir t or mitldle 
of September sow them, after thoroughly plowing your land. 
They often produce hundred of bushels to the acre and cattle 
may be wintered on them. ' 

Endeavor to haye ham_ and sheds to house fodder aml hay as 
we~ as stock. . Ra1 c all kmd of stock needed upon the plantation. 
Raise every tl11~1g needed upon the farm, so far as you C'an do so. 

Theso _d_1rect10ns arc for tho c of limited capital. Those who 
prefer raismg cotton and buying every thing arc at liberty to do 
so.-Tex . .Almanac, 1 08. 

T1TLES TO LAND.-U nder this head we quoto further from 

the Texas Almanac for 1 6 . 

There arc at this day but two modes of acquirincr land in 
Texas-by purcha e from the party entitled or by fcttlcmcnt 
under the pre-emption laws of the State. ' 

Any one cle iring to acquire land in Texas, either with a view 
to future settlement or for purpose, of speculation if he should 
do so by the purchase of inchoate ri"'hts in the 'form of Janel 
certificates, sho_u!d con icl~r the followi1~g questions: Untlcr what 
s~atutory prov1 ·10n the nght had it inception? \Yhat condi
tion were attachc~l to t~e grant of the certificate? Have they 
been fully complied with? Has any other certificate been 
granted to _the same party; if so, for what con idcration and for 
what quantity? Has not another and a different certificate been 
issued, located, and returned to the General Land Office in the 
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name of the same party for the identical consideration mentioned 
in this'? Is the certificate an original or a duplicate"? If an 
ori"'inal, has not a duplicate been issued, located, and patcntc(l 
upin? The answer to the c, and other que tions that with 
propriety might be asked, being satisfactory, the matter might bo 
further co111,idered as uggcsted by the followincr: Is the chain 
of transfer from the original grantee to the present holder 
regular? Whether the intermediate owners, or either of them, 
hall sokl or transferred to another party? 

In case of purchase after the tiLle from the Government has 
issued, there are many things for con ideration, such as regularity 
of chain of title, priority of record, undivided intere~ts, locatiYo 
interests, statutes of limitation, &c., &c. To these and other 
quc tions connected with them, remotely or directly, it frcquc1_1tly 
requires diligent and patient investigation of the public archrves 
and the county record to ans\\-er sati faetorily; ancl cases have 
sometimes ari~cn where the most patient search, with all the 
necessary facilitie , ha proven frnitle s of satisfactory re ults. 
In some instances, defects of title arc cured "by limitation of time. 
To determine the e cases, and indeed many other questions 
connected with the lanJ system of Texas, requires at all times 
great care and consideration. 

\Vith the acquisition of lantl by settlement under the pre
emption laws of the State but little trouble is experienced. The 
right being 11irect from the GoYcrnmcnt to the settler, the }Jlain, 
uncomplicated statutory provisions apply. These arc so simple 
and so easily comprehended that "he who runs may read." 

It i. commonly umlcrstoocl that the most desirable part of the 
public domain of Texas has long since been appropriatell by 
location and survey. Thi~, a' a general pro po ition, is true. 
Instances, however, are frequently occurring where out landing, 
unsatisfied certificates are being locatetl upon some of tho most 
eli"'iblc tracts of land in the State, which were suppo ctl to haYc 
bein appropriated by location and survey years ago. Opportu
nities of the kind are seldom seen at this late clay, except by those 
who have made the location of certificates their peculiar business. 

The :March Report of the .Agricultural Department says :

The decline in the value of farm lands in Texas since tho cen
sus of l SGO appears not so great as in mo t of the Southern States, 
thoucrh the same can e. ,vhich haYe been actiYe in depreciating 
real ~-tatc in the latter have been seriously folt in many counties 
of Texa!>. Antler on and '\Tietoria. report an average <lecreasc of 
70 to 80 per cent.; Dallas, Falls, Nttcogcloches, Goliatl, Blanco, 
De Witt, Colorado, and Larnca, about 50 per cent. ; Col
lin, Cherokee, and Ifordin, 25 to 33 per cent. ; Ilouston 
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and Navarro, 25; Ellis, 20; Williamson 10 per cent. Bell, 

Gillespie, Lampasas, Burnet, Nueces, and Cameron report no 

material change since 1860, while Washington reports a general 

increase of 5 per cent., though in some localities it is over 100 

per cent., and Ifays and Coryelle about 10 per cent. From the 

estimates of reporters the average decline in values of farm lands 

in the entire State is from 25 to 30 per cent. l\Iany correspond

ents expre s the opinion that the depreciation is but temporary, 

and that lands generally will soon command the prices of 1860. 

PmcE OF "\VrLD LAND .-Wild or unimproved lands range in 

price from 12} cents to 10 per acre, and embrace a very large 

proportion of the total area of the State, less than two per cent. 

being under cultivation in 1860, the census :figures standin~: 

improved land in farms, 2,650,781 acres; unimproved land m 

farms, 22,693,247 acres; wild or waste areas (including water 

areas, &c.), 126,541,412 acres. These lauds, when owned by 

the State, may be had for the price of the certificate issued 

from the land office at Austin. "\Vhere lands are held by indi

viduals under Spanish or l\Iexican grants, they may be bought 

in large tracts as low as 12½ cents per acre, while small tracts 
held under patents from the State are held at from 50 cents 

to $1 per acre. As a matter of course much of this class of lands 

is equal to any under cultivation, and capable of producing as 

good crops as can be rai. eel in the State. Being found in almost 

if not all the counties in proportions greater than the improved 

lands, these tracts possess the peculiarities of soil and resources 

common to their respectiYc locations. In Hopkins County, in the 

northern part of the State, the average price 1s about M per acre, 

the southern and eastern portion being timbered, the northem 

and we tern prairie. Elli;;, Navarro, and Dallas, $1 to 85; soil 

black, waxy, capable of producing large crops of com, wheat, 

rye, oats, barley, cotton, tobacco, &c. Anderson, value nominal, 

not exceeding 50 cents per acre, and capable of producing 1,000 

pounds cotton to the acre, 40 bushels corn, 20 bushels wheat, 30 

bushels oats. Hardin and Cherokee, 81 to $2; either timber or 

prairie, much of it very fertile. Houston, Sl; will produce 25 

bushels corn or 900 pounds seed-cotton to the acre. Trinity, 

generally held at $2 to 84, some large tracts to be had at 50 cents; 

lands good for cotton, com, potatoes, tobacco, sugar, rice, &c. 

Falls, .·3 per acre, suited to corn and cotton. :McLennan, in 

tracts of 160 acre , $2; and ~·1.50 for larger tracts, one-third tim

ber, two-thirds prairie, rich in quality. Bell County, 83, rich 

bottoms with or without timber, black loam with or without 

Rand. ·Williamson County, 81 to ~5 per acre, claimed to be equal 

to the best in Illinois, the soil on the prairies ranging from 3 to 

15 feet in depth, underlaid with a species of potter's clay, 90 per 

cent. good tillable land. \Vashington, $5 for light sandy soil, 
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fitted for fruit culture, and $10 for good black land suitable for 

cotton. De Witt and Goliad, 50 cents to $5, embracing all varie

ties, from timber bottom and rich valley prairie, to light sandy 

post-oak and sandy upland prairie. Cameron has much back 

land that may be purchased at 12½ cents per acre, but generally in 

large tracts, :five leagues (4,428 acres), or else in undivided rights 

in tracts of that size or larger; and even though the right be not 

over an acre, the owner has the run of the whole tract, in some 
instances over 100 leagues. 



LOUISIANA. 

THE State of Louisiana has an area of 26,461,440 acres, of 
which, according to the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, 6,5 0,000 acres are yet to be disposed of as public 
land. About one-fifth of the total area of the State is em
braced within the delta of the Mississipri, and subject to 
annual overflow. The other portions consist principally of 
level prairie, with a few hilly ranges in the north and west, 
and numerous deprc sions, or basins, in some sections. The 
best lands in Louisiana, are the bottom lands of tlie rivers 
where the rich surface mold is sometimes a thousand feet in 
depth; the swamp lands of Union Parish in the northern 
part of the State, which yields as well to-day as when they 
were first cultivated a hundred years ago; and a body of land 
extending along the Gulf coast for about ninety miles, and 
running back about seventy-five miles, embracing the parishes 
of St. Landry, Lafayette, Vermilion, St. 1Iartin, and St. 
Mary. This tract contains about 3,000,000 acres of tiUable 
land, nearly all of which is of inexhaustible fertility and capable 
of producing large crops of sugar, rice, and cotton, such fruits, 
as oranges, :figs, grapes, &c., and garden vegetables, all the 
year round. 

Dense forests still cover portions of this region. It is stated 
that there is sufficient timber in St. Mary's Parish alone to 
yield 10,000,000 cords of sugar wood, and that there are fifty 
thousand acres of swamp land capable of reclamation and of 
being converted into the richest rice-fields. Portions of the 
region embraced by these parishes are also admirably adapted 
to grazing. Vast herds of cattle and large flocks of sheep 
may be pastured upon the extensive natural meadows of the 
Opelou as prairie, extending seventy-five miles southwest and 

Am Photo-L:tho~raph, c Co NY { Osbo r ne's i'l'oc e s~/ 
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northeast, wi.th a width of twenty-five miles. One man is 
sai<l to own 12,000 bead of cattle, and it is estimated that from 
75,000 to 100,000 head are now grazing upon these prem
ises. This "Opelousas prairie " contains upward of 1,200,000 
acres, and is covered with rich grass. It is said that there are 
half a miIJion acres of grass land not u11der fence in the parish 
of St. Landry alone. 

There is no more fertile land iu the United States than the 
bottoms along the Missis ippi. For 300 miles, they are fre
quently, if not generally, lower than the bed of the river, 
necessitating an extensive system of levees or embankments 
fol' protection from inundation. During the war these were 
destroyed at various points, and extensive tracts of fertile 
land will probably remain ubject to overflow until the levees 
are r·ecrmstMteted. 

"In the parish of Concordia are numerous mounds lmilt by 
a former race, of intelligence and capacity superior to the In
dians. They contain human bones, pottery, and arrow-heads. 
'l'hese elevations being beyond the reach of the annual over
flow, are much prized for gard011s and orchards." 

The prairie regions of Louisiana frequently possess a thin, 
sandy soil, and are not remarkable fo1· fertility. The uplands 
of the north and west, al o possestiing a scanty soil, contain 
large forests of pitch-pine, and afford oak, elms, cypress, and 
honey locust. 

The climate of Louisiana is very mild, and the summers 
somewhat enervating to northern people. The malaria that 
rises from the stagnant water of the overflowed districts is the 
occasion of more or less fever in the lowlands every year. 

ome portions of the State are quite healthy, and the winter 
climate of Louisiana is delightful and salubrious. 

Before the war, Louisiana was fast increasing in population 

and wealth. The population of the State in 1 50, was 
517,762; in 1860, 708,002. During the same ten years her 
acreage of cultivated land had double<l, and the value of farms 
and farm implements had trebled. Iler crops of rice, tobacco, 

sugar, molasses, and some other products, had doubled. Iler 
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cotton crop expanded fourfold, and orchard products fi\Te

fold. The Land Office Commissioner says:-
" The commerce of the State, both domestic and foreign, 

has been very extensive, and the admirable system of internal 

navigation, in which Louisiana excels highly favored neighbor , 

will yet place the State in the front rank of the world's com

mercial communities. To the direct navigation of the Missis

sippi, extending northward to the Falls of St. Anthony, some 

2,000 miles, its greatest tributary, the Missouri, adds 3,000 

miles, stretching up to the Rocky Mountains, the Ohio and its 

tributaries, 2,500 more, reaching the heart of the .A.lleghanies, 

and tapping the rim of the northern lake basin. To these 

aggregates, adding the numerous large affluents farther south, 

with their branches, we obtain a sum total approaching in 

round numbers 17,000 miles, pouring the products of fourteen 

States into the magazines of New Orleans for foreign exporta

tion. 
"This State, not realizing any special need of artificial routes 

in the face of such a system of internal communication, has 

not engaged extensively in railroad building. Yet in 1860, 

there were nearly 400 miles of road in operation, and soon 

the State will be in perfect communication with the great 

northern lakes by a continuous line of railroad." 
Baton Rouge is the capital of the State. It is situated on a 

high bluff, on the left bank of the :Mississippi, 130 miles above 

New Orleans. It is a well-built city, and surrounded by a 

rich agricultural region. 
New Orleans, the greatest cotton mart of the world, and the 

commercial center of the Southwest, is situated on the Missis

sippi, 105 miles from the Gulf. The city occupies a bend of 

the river on its east bank, the shape of which originated for 

New Orleans its well-known title of the "Crescent City." 

The streets are lower than the surface of the river, requiring 

to be protected from the annual floods by levees. The city 

and its surroundings bear witness to the good taste, the 

refinement, and wealth of its citizens. The public buildings, 

the churches, and hotels, are on a scale of magnificence and 
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extent unsurpassed in any .American city. The literary and 

benevolent institutions of New Orleans are of the highest 

grade, and are most liberally sustained. 
New Orleans not only enjoys an extensive inland commerce, 

but has a large foreign trade with Europe and other countries. 

Her wharves are often crowded with the products of various 

climes; and the flags of many nations flutter along her two 

miles of river front. The numerous railroads constructed 

within the past fifteen years, to connect the Upper Mi sissippi 

with the .Atlantic, have deflected a large proportion of the trade 

which formerly found its only outlet via New Orleans; but 

the "Crescent City" must always maintain a leading position 

among Southern cities. 
We find, in a Louisiana paper, the following statements 

respecting the soil, climate, productions, &c., of St. Mary's 
Parish. The description is applicable to several parishes in 

southern Louisiana. 

All of the lands of St. Mary's parish Juwe a nearly level surface, 
the highe t-except the i lands above noticed-not being ~freen 
feet above tide-water. There is not an acre of poor land m the 
parish. Fields that have been cultivated_ in corn and sugar-cane 
for nearly a century, without manure, st1ll produce good 01:ops. 
Sugar-cane is a sure crop in all lands that are properly clramed 
and cultivated. All of the land \Jroduces cotton, corn, s~veet and 
Irish potatoes, cow peas, pum:pkms, oats, grass, castor-oil beans, 
indigo plant, and most all kmds of gar~en ycg~tables. Our 
land produce tobacco of an exc<>ilcnt quality and 111 ab_undance, 
when properly managed. Our sw_am1~ lands produce nee equal 
to any lands in the world. Our hilly islands 1~roducc grapes as 
bountiful] y a the soil of the best grape countries, antl the scup
pernong and several other kind. yield a.bunda?tly on_ the bunks of 
all our bayous. Our isla.nds produce splendid sea-1sland cotton 
and the finest article of tobacco. 

GARDENS.-Garden vegetables grow in this parish the yc~r 
round. Nearly all kind of vegetables grow the ~ame ?ere as m 
the North and ,vest. The winter gardens co_ntam omons, s~1al
lots, leek , garlic, beets, ca.bbage, carrots, turmps, lettuce, ra.d1~h, 
cauliflowers, celery, &c., &c. Good ga.rdeners have an abundance 
of ve()'etables fre h from the O'arclen the year round. 

CLfMATE.-Our parish is fuvorcd with a comfortable climate. 
Strangers from mounta.inous and. billy region. can not under-
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stand how this can be, but ·we will submit a few facts on the 
subject. 

This parish borders on the Gulf coast. We ha Ye healthful and 
coolinrr sea-breezes during the summer and fall. Persous sleep
inrr in"' rooms that are well ventilated neve1· complain of hot or 
n~omfortable nirrhts, ,10t eYen in Jilly and Augllst. Last sum
mer, 185G, ~h~ the~mometer in }l e,y York, Philadelphia,, a11Cl ~th~r 

orthern c1t1es, went up to 103-m a drng store 111 I◄ ranklm it 
never went aboYe 90 degree , as indicated by a peifect in tru
ment h:mrri.nrr in the front room on :Main Street. In July ancl 
August it is ~sually pretty hot in the sun, but it is always pleas
ant in the shade. 

The first and lirrhte, t frosts seldom appear till in November. 
,Ve have not the"' tatistics of the weather in this locality, but 
those of the neio·hborinrr parish show that in the last Reventeen 
years the first f1':'a t app~ared three years in the latter part of 
Octobei·, eleven years in N OYember, three years in December. 
Onr winters here are merely Northern autumns. 

llEALTn.-Our •limate i deci\ledly healthful. Chills and fcve1· 
and diarrhea are the principal cli ·eases, and the~e are in numer
ous in tances brought on by imprudence or careles ness, an<l 
usually yield readily to remedies if applied promptly. Cong_est
ive chills are extremely rare. Common fevers and chills yield 
to the implest remedies, with which everybody is familiar. 
People seldom die either of fevers or diarrhea. Consumption is 
a rare compl::tint in this climate. Rheumatism and most other 
complaints of higher l::ttitmles arc rare in St. Mary. 

SuGAR CROP AND TRADE.-Beforn the war om- l::trgc. t crop 
amounted to about forty-fl ve thousand hogsheads of suga1·, and 
sixty thousand barrels of molasseR, marle on about one h11ndred 
and seventy plantations. Thirteen thousand slaves were owned 
in this parish, Yalne<l. at about six millions of dollar . Before the 
war, about fifteen steamers were engaged on these bayou!<, lakes, 
and bays in the busy sea on of the year, and as many as one 
hundred an<l. twenty-five vessels have been cleared at the port of 
Franklin, for N orthcrn and outhern ports, freighted with sugar, 
molassc ancl live oak, in one season. 

The yield per acre i , in an ordinary season, a hogshead of 
snn-ar and fifty or sixty gallons of molasses; in a good crop year, 
clo~1ble that amount. Tho sugar crop, is cultivated nearly the 
same as corn. In boiling the crop, it usually takes about th1·ee 
solid cords of wood to the hogshead. The crop, is laid by before 
July, and stwar making commences the latter part of October. 

PoPUL.A.THfN.-Before the war the white population of the 
parish numbered about four thousand, and the largest vote ever 
cast was short of one thousand. Our people have always been 
noted for their hospitality, and for their love of law and order. 
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The majority of our people were decidedly opposed to secession, 
and were in favor of Hell and Douglas; but when Louisiana wa 
declared out of the Union, nearly all sided strongly with the 
South, and as soon as the war was over they ardently desired 
peace, and intended to act in good faith toward the old Govern
ment and flag. 

Northern people who have settled among us since the war will 
testify that they have been treate<l. kindly by our people, and 
that they can live as securely here as anywhere in the \Vest or 
North. The stranger and the freedman will be as fairly dealt 
with by a St. l\lary judge and jury as the original citizens of the 
parish. 

The following is extracted from the Report of the Agricul
tural Department for 18G8 :-

REAL EsTATE.-ln the present unsettled condition of affairs in 
Louisiana, as in the other :::ltates of that section of the conn try, it is 
difficult to approximate the relative value of farm lands as com
pared with the census estimates of 1860. Our correspondents in 
no instance report the <lecrea,;e in price at less than tbirty-three 
per cent., and in some ca eR, gi,·e it as high as ninety per cent., 
the former figures being retn rned for Washington, and the lat tel' 
for Tensas ancl Concordia, with no demand and few sales other than 
forced, aml little money in the country to purchase. The aYer
age for the tate, on the basis of these retums, is seventy per 
cent. Our Tensas correspondent writes : "\Vithin a year two 
of the most valuable estates have been assessed by order of the 
court (the owner having c1eceaset1), and the value placed on l::tnd, 
with every necessary improvement, was $5 per acre for the cleared, 
and $10 per acre for the portion in timuer. In 1859 about 
400 acres of one of these places were solcl at '125 per acre, and 
$18,000 in cash pait1 upon it, bnt within the past twelve months 
the purchaser obtained a release of the purchase by forfci ting this 
payment. During 1860, when the levees were intact, these same 
l::tnds could not have been vnrchased for $130 per acre, and 
would readily h::we commanded that price at public sale. At 
this time the value of land is only nominal, and commands no 
stated price." Our Rapides corret"pondent says: "\V ell im
proved suga1· and cotton plantations have no fixed price; few 
sales; no persons here able to buy; nearly all desiring to sell 
Ilundreds of thousands of well improved acres are now lying idle, 
there being no labor for them. The richest lands (no levees 
needed) are growing up in weeds, trees, &c. On my own plan
tation, where I have matle over 1,000 hogsheads of sugar, 2,500 
barrels of rnolassei,i, 15,000 bushels of corn, with hay, &c., with 
pastures for 500 head of horned cattle, large flocks of sheep an<l. 
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hogs, mares and colts, I have this year less than 200 hogsheads 
of sugar, and but little corn; stock of cattle, sheep, hogs, man~s, 
and colts all gone, destroyed during the war." 

Under the heavy depreciation of plantations the market value 
of wild and unimproved lands must be but nominal, and our cor
respondents estimate them at from "but little value," to 83 per 
acre, according to location and resources. These lancls are varied 
in character and quality, from light sandy loam on upland to 
heavily timbered bottom and cypress swamps, the alluvial or 
red lands being of the riche t kind when protected from overflow, 
and the light soil susceptible of thorough cultivation, and capa
ble of producing good crops of corn and cotton. 

In the soil and timber are to be found the chief resources of 
this State, but few minerals, except salt, having as yet been de
veloped or discovered, though some coal, iron, and copper arc 
reported to exist in Union Parish. Timber is abundant in all 
parts of the State, embracing many varieties of oak, ash, cotton
wood, cypress, gum, elm, sycamore, pecan, hackberry, pine, &c., 
and presenting great inducements for development, some of the 
pine forests capable of producing quantities of turpentine. 

On one of the islands within the limits of St. :Mary's Parish
Petite Anse or Salt I sland-there exists an immense bed of salt. 
By boring, parties have proved that the bed is half a mile 
square, and 1t may extend a mile or more. They have gone 
thirty-eight feet into the solid salt, and find no signs of the bot
tom of the stratum. The surface is about on a level with tide
water, and the earth covers the salt from eleven to thirty feet. 
On the surface of the salt they found a soil like that of the sur
roundiug marshes, and above this sedge or marsh grass in a good 
state of preservation. Above the latter the soil appears to be 
the workmgs of the hill-sides above. 

Cotton, sugar, corn, and potatoes are the principal crops in 
Louisiana, and before the war the cultivation of the first two 
named was very profitable, but our correspondents uniformly 
represent the production of cotton as ruinous to the planter 
during the past year. Jack on Parish reports two hundred 
pounds of lint cotton to the acre, fifteen bushels of corn, one 
hundred and fifty bushels of sweet potatoes, and twenty bushels 
of peas. Tensas Parish, one to one and a half bales to the acre in 
good season, fifty to seventy-five bushels of corn; in cultivation, 
nine acres of cotton allotted to one laborer, and five acres of corn. 
In Union Parish about six bales of cotton to the hand was expect
ed before the war. In Carroll Parish cotton will produce six 
hundred pounds lint to the acre when newly cultivated, and a 
fair la.borer can make eight bales of cotton and one hundred 
bushels of corn, yielding about $500 to the hand; but under the 
present system the average is two and a half bales cotton and 
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twenty-five bushels corn to the hand. Prior to the war the 
parish of Rapides produced from 30,000 to 40,000 bales cotton, 
15,000 to 18,000 hogsheads sugar, and 30,000 barrels molasses, 
but the production bas much deteriorated, though with the 
labor and capital at command, the capabilities are still as great. 
In the southern tier of parishes sugar, rice and tobacco are made 
specialties, and fruits are extensively grown, with great induce
ments for the increase of the latter production. 

Louisiana possesses great capabilities for fruit culture, anrl the 
climate and soil present strong inducements to persons desirincr 
to engage in such production. In St. :Mary's Parish they hav~ 
fruits of various kinds from April to November: "The Japan 
plum g-rows all winter and ripens in April; dewberries also ripen 
in April, and grow in abundance; strawberries, blackberries, and 
mulberries ripen in May; plums in June; peaches, quinces, and 
figs in July, and grapes ancl apples in August. The muscadine. 
a species of scuppernong, grows wild, and ripens in Au crust; 
pears ripen in August, and grow in great perfection; or~nges 
ripen in October, and usually remain good en the trees till Decem
ber; bananas, limes, and lemons ripen in October." The yield of 
oranges per acre is enormous. Our corre pondent writes that "it 
is usual to plant about one hundred trees to the acre below ew 
Orleans on the river. Some orchards yield from $10,000 to 
$20,000 annually. A full-grown tree will bear 1,000 orano-es, and 
a single tree has been known to yield 5,000 oranges. Tr~es com
mence bearing when five years old, when properly managed." 
What we quote in regard to the capabilities of this parish may 
be said, with slight variation, of most of the lower counties of 
the State, while in the more northern regions many of the fruits 
named grow in perfection, and in some localities the apple 
succeeds well. Our Rapides reporter writes: "I have a second 
crop of apples this year. They are hard, small, and poor, though 
they a.re eaten." In "'Washington Parish a small orchard, chiefly 
peaches, in one season yielded a profit of '4,000, the fruit beino
early and within close proximity to New Orleans markets. Ot;;. 
East Feliciana correspondent writes: "This is one of the finest 
fruit regions in the world. Apples, peaches, pears, quinces, 
plums, figs, grapes, berries, &c., do well, and wild blackberries 
grow in great abundance, from which a superior wine is made. 
W c have, as yet, but few orchards. One man this season sold 
$600 worth of pears from fourteen trees." Thouo-h but little 
attention has heretofore been given to fruit culture, tl~e capabilities 
of the State are so evident, ancl the inducements so strono- in a 
pecuniary point of view, that the production must at at~arly 
clay, become a_leading interest of Louisiana. ' 

I ., 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

OPELOUSAS, p ARISU OF ST. LANDRY, LA., l 

FRED. B. GODDARD, Esq. :-
August 14, 186(3. f 

Sm: The character of the lands in this section of Louisiana 
is as follows: High prairie, gently undulating, forty feet above 
the highest overflow of the .Mississippi RiYer, inter persed with 
stream every five to seven miles, on whose banks arc good bodies 
of most excellent timber. The soil is very fertile, producing ~ngar
canc, cotton, corn, potatoes (both Irish and sweet), pea , beans, 
rice, tobacco, pumpkins, turnips, rye, oatR, barley, and some kinds 
of wheat; garden vegetables in the greatest profusion ; and, in 
the way of fruit, figs of several qualities, peaches, plums, nectarines, 
pears, and seedling apples, ra,:pberries, strawberries, and crab 
apples. The price of land ranges from ·25 to $1 per acre, owing 
to distance from town and the improvements. 

2d. The price of labor is from $10 to $15 per month; but we 
had rather not engage for planting purposes at these rates for 
money, but prefer giYing an interest in the crop. '\Ve desire 
earnestly to see small farmer come among us and bny lands, 
rather than to come as hirelingR. 

Farmer are giYing one-half of all the kinds of crops made, tho 
laborer finding himsel£ Teams, land, houses, and implements arc 
furnished. 

3d. The climate is most delightful. This summer the ther
mometer has reached 92° but one day. The average of our sum
mer heat is about 84°, and of our winter, 40°. In point of health, 
this region will compare with any portion of the continent. Onr 
diseases are very mild, and rearlily yield to treatment. .lHy early 
life was passed on the banks of the Hudson River, and I can 
truthfully say that I prefer this climate. 

4th. We have no coal, but have, in the way of minerals, lime
stone, and black marble. Our timber is oak ( everal species), 
hickory, maple, ash, beech, pine, cypress, hackbcrry, elm, bbck 
locust, ·walnut, gum, sassafras, magnolia, and sweet bay. }Je
chanics pronounce this timber equal iu quality to any in the whole 
country. 

5th. The yield per acre of sugar is 1,600 pounds; cotton, 450 
pounds; corn, well cultivated, 40 bushels; potatoes, from 250 to 
350 bushels, and other products in proportion. 

Hogs, cattle, horses, mules, and sheep arc raised in abundance, 
and with little cost. The pi·ices fluctuate with the demand. The 
grass of our prairies is most luxuriant and nutritious, and affords 
food for cattle nine months out of the twelve, and when cut and 
cured makes good hay. 
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6th. We arc thirty-six hour"' travel from -:-cw Orleari. by 
steam. Doats run weekly. Jn a short time rail will bring us 
near. All produce can be ea 1ly transported to market. 

7_th. '\Ye harn :'I- good female school, and also a boys' school, 
be ides several pnmary school,:. There are two churches in the 
town, one Episcopalian, the other l\Icthodist. Within the county 
are three or four others. 

8th. Nearly the ~ntirc P?l~ulation arc nati,·e-born. The majority 
are descendants of the ongmal French settlers. Society is very 
good, and th~rc is an average of intelligence. 

In conclns1011, I would say that God has made this the true 
poor man's land. He can labor the entire year, and, with much 
less than elRewhere, make more. 

'\V c haYc a large amount of public land yet vacant which can 
be had for ~20 per eighty acres. This includes the ldnd survey-
ing, and all incidental expenses. ' 

'\Vith a rich soil, an abundance of water timber and rrrass a 
!Ilil~ ~nd g:nia~ climate, healthfulness, and a good ma1½ct, ~e 
mv1tc mvest1gat10n. 

I am, with respect, 
Your obedient servant, 

THOMAS MULLETT 
Cor. Sec. St. Landry Immigration So~iety. 

.!i'rom Plaquemine, Iberville, August 10, 1868, Mr. O. A. 
£EIRCE writes:-

* * We have the richest lands in the country· price from 
5 to $50 per a?re. ,y c need white labo1·, at from ~i.2 to ,25 per 

mont~. Our chmate 1s very healthy. Population mostly French, 
Americans, and Germans. 

A good blacksmith and a wheelwright, a tinner and a plumber 
and a good physician, would find lucrative employment here. Ali 
pal'ties and persons arc at liberty to be what they please, but 
democrats arc welcomed above all others. 



ARKANSAS. 

THIS State lies between Missouri on the north and Louisiana 
on the south ; the :Mississippi forms the greater portion of its 
eastern boundary, separating it from Kentucky and Tennessee. 
Upon the west is Indian Territory, where many tribes of 
Indians from various portions of the United States have settled, 
holding separate reservations of' land which are secured to 
them by treaty, and guarnnteed against the intrusion of white 
settlers. The several Indian nations form entirely distinct 
communities, and each has its own government, subject only 
to the sovereignty of the United States. The Indian Territory 
is a country of vast undulating plains, well watered, with a 
great deal of inexhaustibly fertile land, and possessing, 
according to those familiar with it, a delightful and salubri
ous climate. The Territory abounds in buffalo and other game, 
which are hunted by the Indians. Fort Smith, in Arkansas, 
upon the border, is noted as a depot oflndian supplies. 

Arkansas is 242 miles in length from north to south, wi.th a 
varying breadth of from 170 to 229 miles. Its area contains 
33,406,720 acres, of which 11,700,000 are public land<', be
longing to the United States. The present population of this 
State is about half a million. Arkansas is blessed with a 
delightful climate, very favorable for agricultural pursuits, and 
a soil which may be genera1ly described as extremely fertile. 
In addition to the Mississippi River upon its eastern border, 
the Arkansas, one of the larger tributaries of the Mississippi, 
traverses the State in a southeasterly direction, dividiug it 
into two nearly equal sections, and is navigable far beyond 
the limits of the State. The Red River, the White, St. Fran
cis, and vVashita, are also lar!2:o and navigable streams, and 
all combine to render the State a highly favored one in respect 



ARKANSAS. 529 

to natural facilities for internal navigation. A portion of the 

Mississippi and Little Rock Railroad has been completed, and 

some hundreds of miles of additional railroad have been 

projected, and will probably soon he constructed. Arkansas 

presents a great diversity of surface features. 
The eastern portion of the State, included in a belt or strip 

of territory along the Mississippi River, from 30 to 100 miles 

in width, is low and marshy, annually overflowed by the 

waters of the "Mississippi, and covered with dense forests of 

cypress, gnrn, and sycamore, affording no sites suitable for 

large towns in its present condition. The country through 

which the St. Francis flows, in the northeast p:i,rt of the State, 

is also swampy, alternating in lakes, marshes, and cypress 

forests. vVestward from these swamp regions, the face of the 

conntry gradually rises and becomes hilly, interspersed with 

rolling prairies and extensive forests. Still further to the 

west it becomes more undulating and rugged, until it rises into 

the Ozark :Mountains, which consist of numerous irregular 

ridges, seldom attaining an elevation of more than 1,500 or 

2,000 feet. 
The principal crops of Arkansas are cotton, corn, tobacco, 

and wheat. The soil of the bottom lands is of unbounded 

productivenes~, and some of the upland., are very fertile, while 

others will hardly repay cultivation. In some portions of 

the State the smaller streams are dry in summer, and the 

land suffers from drought. Chills and fevers prevail in the 

low, swampy districts of Arkansas, as in other States where 

similar characteristics exist, but as a whole, the State is 

healthy. The uplands, ei:,pecia11y, equal in salubrity the most 

favored regions of the ·west. In the ten years from 1850 to 1 GO, 

the amount of land under cultivation was largely increased 

and the value of farms and farm implements increa ed 

sixfold. Com para ti vely little attention lias been given to 

manufactures in Arkansas. It is, however, stated that this 

branch of industry received considerable impetus during the 

civil war, but there are no statistics attainable to show its 

extent. Onr communications from various parts of the State 

3-! 
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near]y all refer to its mineral wealth, which consists chiefly of 
irt•n, coal, lead, zinc, manganese, gypsum, salt, and deposits 
of anthracite, cannel, and uitnminous coal. 

In regard to educational facilities, one of our correspondents 
says : " ,Ve have now the free school system just starting, 
under the supervision of the State authorities, and hope soon 
to equal our sister States of the ortheast in point of educa
tion. All religious societies are respected, but the people are 
mostl · Iethodists and Presbyterians." 

One of tl1e most remarkable features of Arkansas is its hot 
springs, which are situated sixty miles southwest of Little Rock, 

, the capital of the State. These s1,rings are much resorted to 
by invalids suffering from chro11ic diseases, such as rheumatism, 
&c., and many instances of remarkable cures are recorded in 
their favor. We have received from one of our correspond
ents, a copy of the Report of a Geological Reconnoissance of the 
counties of Arkansas, by David Dale Owen, in which we find 
that there are forty-two of the e springs in Hot Springs County. 
They are of different degrees of temperature, varying with the 
changing seasons, and differing in their chemical properties. 
Mr. Owen says :-

I have been repeatedly asked to what I attributed the med
ical Yirtues of these waters. I reply, inninly to tlieir high tem
pel'Ctture,~. Here, at the Hot Springs of , \rkansas, there is the 
most abundant supply of water at a scalding temperature; seyeral 
of the springs ranging, at the fountain-head, as high as 148° of 
Fahrenheit'::: thermometer, the waters of which, after being con
ducted in open troughs down the hill-side to the re ervoirs above 
the bath-houses, and standing i;;ome time, are just as hot a the 
skin can bear, and the waste water conducted mHler the adjoin
in!:{ Yapot· bath-houses, sends up a team, through the latticed floor, 
o( a temperature so hot that few can endure it. If, then, the 
\Varm Spring of Virginia, which have a temperature of only 90° 
to 98°, exercise, as experience has proved, a mo. t potent effect in 
the cure of many disea c , "mainly by their tempe,-atw·e," how 
much more positive must be the effect of waters of so much high
er temperatures; especially when a stream of it, i;i diameter as 
lar,qe as a man's arm, can be directed, at pleasure, with great 
fot'Ce, on any organ. 

In many forms of chronic diseases especially, its effects are 
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truly ~stonishing .. ~e copious diaphoresis which the hot-bath 
es~ab)1shes? ?P~ns m 1t elf, a main channel for the expulsion of 
pn!1c~pl<'s lllJUn~us to _he?-l~h, made manifest by its peculiar odor; 
~ 1m1lar effect, m a d1mm1shed. degree, is also effected by drink
mg the hot water,-a common, mdeed almost universal practice 
amon~. inYalid~ at the Hot prings. ' 

The nnpress10n produced by the hot douche as above de cribed 
i. indeed power~ul, :;ron ·in_g i~to action sluggish and torpid seer~ 
t10n ; the langmd c1rculat10n 1s thus pmified of morbific matters 
and thereby renewed vig<;>r and l1ealthful action are given both t~ 
the ab~orhents, lym1~hat1c , anc~ _to !he excretory apparatus,
a co_~brn <l effect, which n~ med1cme 1s capable of accompli hing. 

_Silica an<:1 carbonate ~f lime, the most abundant mineral con
st1t_uents of the_Ilot Spn1;1gs, can have comparatively little specific 
a~tton on the am111;al [unct10ns._ The ca~·bona~es of alkalies present, • 
p1oved bJ: the di tmrt alkalme reaction of the watery solution 
of ~he sohd c~ntents ev~porated to dryness, can not be without 
then- therapeutic effects, m common however with a great many 
of the well and spring waters of mi'ddle and' southern Arkansas 
which also contain some alkaline carbonates. ' 

The large quantity of free carbonic acid which the water con
tains, ancl which ri es in volumes throuO"h the water at the fount
ain of many of the sp~in~ , ha undoubtedly an exhilaratin()' effect 
on the system; and 1t 1 no doubt from the water of the Hot 
Springs coming t? th~ surface charged with this gas, that invalids 
are. enabled to drmk ~t freely at a temperature at which ordinary 
tepid water, from which all the gas has been expelled by ebullition, 
would act as an emetic. 

The small quantities of chlorides and sulphate of ma"'nesia 
may have a slight medicinal effect; but there are not mgre of 
the. e salt present than are to be found in many spring and well 
waters employed for domestic purpo es. 

We give Dr. W1LLI.A.M ELDERUORsT's analysis of 1,000 
grammes of water from the so-called "Arsenic Spring," 
to wit:-

Grammes. 
Lime ................................. 0.059024 
Silicates ............ ............. ..... 0.045600 
Sulphuric acid ..............•.......... 0.019400 
Magnesia . ........•.... .. .............. 0.007629 
Chlorine ......••..••.................. 0.002275 
Soda• ...... • • • ...•.................... 0.004650 
Pota,h ...........•.................... 0.001560 

. In this analysi~, the carbonic acid united with a portion of the 
hme and magnesia wa not estimated. 
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The silicates, which were left umlissolved on treat~ng the r~si
due obtained by evaporating the waters to clr~ness Ill _a platm~ 
capsule, with hydrochloric acid, were. fu~cd with a. nuxturc ot, 
carbonate of soda and potash, and quahta~1v~ly exanuncd. The) 
were found to contain silica, lime, magnesia, iron, and manganese. 

There are numerous hotels and boarding-houses at the Hot 
Springs for the accommodations of invalids. Hot Sp~ings 
County is a hilly or mountainous r~gion, one. of t~1e ridges 
containing a large deposit of novacuhte (Wacb1ta 01lstone or 
whetstone) which equals in whiteness, closeness of texture, and 
subdued .;axy luster, the best varieties of Carrara mar~le. 
Some of this is wrought by the neighboring whetstone mills, 
but the rrreater quantity is transported to mills located at New 
.A.lbany

0 
Indiana where it is sawed an<l fashioned into whet-

' ' d .. stone and razor honestones. The firmer and har er varieties 
' aTe used by the engraver. 

The foU~winrr relative to the price of lands, &c., of .A.rkan-o, . 1 sas, is from a Report of the Department of Agricu ture :--

1. Two counties, N" ewton and Benton, 1_-eport considerabl~ in
crease in prices oflands since 1860; others give a~ average dcc1eas: 
of 60 per cent. (varying from 20 to _90 per cent.) smce 1,860. J_effe~
son reports lands almost for nothmg; farms worth 8100 pe1 ac1e 
before the war, would now bring hardly $5 per a?re. Drmy re
ports force,l sales at what the creditor pleases to b1d-somet1mes 
only a few cents per acre; Clark, 80 to 90 per cent. decrease_ on 
best lands for cash, and no buyers at that; l\Iontgomery, pn~es 
much depressed for two year~ af~cr the war; but a good c10p 
this yc:ir, ancl emigra~ts ~omrng rn., hav~ br?ug~t the~ u1~ to 
25 or 30 per cent. of pr~ces m 1 S60 ; Sebastian 1 ep~rt~ d_ecreas~ at 
"ten-tenths," but ]ookmg up. The average dep1eciat10n fo1 the 
State is 55 per cent. . 2. Homesteads antl other GoYernmcnt lands ut us~rnl rates rn 
Johnson, Clark, arnl ~on:vay counties; ~omc Ycry fert~le, b1~t ~e": 
ent •ie:;:. Hilly, heanly tunbered lands m nlontgom~1 Y ~: ;;;;1.-~-' 
Madison at $3 · Benton table-lands of Ozark :Mountams, 3 to $0. 
These a/e fertile for cer~als, fruits, peas, beans, &c. Johnso~ re
ports Government lancls held l)y speculators at $5 to $8 for n ver 
lands, and $3 to $5 for uplands; and State lands, swamp and 
overflowed at 50 to '75 cents-the same held bJ: spe~ulators at 
81 to *a, a~d if good faTm lands, $3 to '5; Sebastian nver lands, 
$8 to $15, and uplands ,~.50 to ~5 ; pr?cluce cereals, potatoes, 
vegetables, and cotton; Umon, various s01ls, at '75 cents; uplands 
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produce 200 to 300 pounds cotton, and ten to twenty bushels 
corn; St. Francis, varied soils, $1.25; will produce 400 pounds 
of cotton, 3G bushels of corn, or 20 bushels of wheat, or oats ; 
Mississippi rice lands, annually OYcrflowed and requiring levees, 
at 50 cents. Monroe, good black loam, at 50 cents to $10; 
will produce 500 pounds cotton, 30 bushels corn, and 25 bushels 
wheat; Prairie, bill or upland for 75 cents, and bottom land for 
$1. The upland prairie or timber lands will produce 35 bushels 
corn and 20 bushels wheat; under good system of cultiYation, 
one-half more. In Drew, farms produce 200 to 300 pounds gin
ned cotton, 15 to 25 bushels corn, and 150 to 250 bushels sweet 
potatoes, without manuring; generally well timbered ; forced 
sales at two and three cents per acre. In Clark, at forcetl sale11, 
a section (640 acres) sold for $15, aud a quarter (160 acres) for 
$5. No voluntary sales; money scarce. 

3. Soils reported "rich" and "fertile," in Newton, Madison, 
Mississippi, Prairie, Conway, and Jefferson. Timber, of many 
varieties, reported in Newton, Madison, Sebastian, Union, Prairie, 
ancl 'iVhitc conutics ; pineries in Benton, Clark, and Prairie, and 
cypress forests in l\Ionroe (timber can be floated to the mills in 
overflows at little cost), and Prairie counties. In Newton County 
lead and silver arc found on the surface; in Madison, iron, coal, 
and lead; l\Iontgomery, lead, silver, gold, and copper; Sebastian 
and Uni.on, coal; 'iVhite, coal and salt by boring; but all unde
veloped except a little coal for smithing. Benton abounds in 
minerals undeveloped. Clark reports that since the demise of 
King Cotton they have no resources-" eycry thing lies arnuud 
loose;" sandy lands abound in magnificent timber, but nothing 
is dcYeloped. Prairie County reports soil unsurpassed for farmers, 
timber for lumberers, black-oak and hides for tanners, railroad 
and river facilities abundant, healthy climate, good water, and 
plenty of good schools. Drew is the center of the cotton region, 
and well supplied with water facilities for transportation. J effor
son has excellent soil, pleasn,nt climate, and healthy country, but 
all destitute. 

4. Union, Mississippi, St. Francis, Clark, Prairie, White, and 
Conway report that cotton was their specialty, but likely to be 
abandonccl Sebastian, Monroe, 'i-Vhite, and Drew report cotton 
and corn, the latter probably to supersede the former. Mont
gomery and Madison, corn for bread, and for feeding cattle and 
hoers for market. Newton, corn, wheat, and sorghum abundant, 
and with little labor. Johnson, wheat, corn, and potatoes for 
home market, and cotton for export. Sebastian, corn, cotton, 
und some wheat, but not cultivatccl in farmer-like manner. In 
Benton, apples arc becoming a specialty; trees bear fruit at five 
>·ears ol<l; five to ten bushehi at ten years old, the fruit selling at 
fifty cents, to be taken to Texas, where it commands high figures. 
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Prices reported in Montgomery: corn at 50 cents to $1, anrl 
raised at a profit of finy to one hundred per cent.; in Johnson, 
corn, 60 to 75 cents; wheat $2; sweet potatoes, 50 cents per 
bushel; Sebastian, wheat at $1.50 to $2. 

5. In l\Iontgomery, white and red nfay. Walker is best, not 
so early, and therefore subject to rust. ,vhite 1\Iay not so early 
as red, but a much prettier grain. In Newton, Mediterranean 
and Walker; Johnson, red May, Walker, and red and white Med
iterranean, the latter yielding most when they succeed, bnt eight 
or ten days later; Benton, fl.int or ~fay; Prairie, long bearded 
red, on account of the attacks of the small blackbird; .. White 
County, Iay wheat; Conway, little )fay; Drew, white and red 
winter. The earliest ripening always preferred on account of 
insects, birds, or disease. Usual sowing is in October aml No
vember; Newton ancl .Madison in September, some as late as 
December, and in Prairie County, from October 15 to February 
15. Harvest is in June, generally, bnt commences in some 
counties by the middle of May. In all cases they sow broadcast, 
generally on corn ground before the corn is removed, sometimes 
among the grass and weeds, and plow or harrow in. If the 
ground is first cultiYatcd or plowed, the grain is brushed in Re
porters generally state the yield at from five to thirty bushels, 
and agree that careful cnlti Yation would greatly increase it. 
In l\Ionroe and St. Francis little or no wheat is cultivated. 

6. Principal wild grasses arc crab-grass on the poor, aml nimble 
Will on the richer lands; along riye1·s the cane shoots furnish 
pastme the year round; besides these, blue smlge on elevated 
timber lands, and winter grass on river lands in some counties; 
wild pea vines in the woods of .Madison ; blue-grass, reel-top and 
timothy arc natives in Benton County, ancl only need renewing 
every three or four years in l\Iississippi County; banen grass on 
sandy lands and a perennial on the black lands of Clark County; 
clovers, timothy, rye, and oats grow wild in Prairie County, and 
prairie and other grasses are named by some. No special pas
tures at"C grown, but cattle are turned out on ranges till after har
vest, and grow fat. On cane lands they keep fat the whole year. 
In some counties from three to four months of fodderin~, with 
cotton seed and a little salt, is needed ; pine, cane, and other 
thickets are sufficient shelter. Two acres of cotton seed will 
keep a cow well with wild pasture. Hence cost of keeping is 
merely nominal, and in many counties stock raising could be 
made profitable. 

7. Ex:cept in Benton little or no attention is given to frnit
raising for profit, yet in all counties peaches and apples clo well, 
in some very well in abundance ancl quality, save that acclimated 
apples must be raised for winter keeping. Figs do wcl 1 in Clark, 
where peaches rarely fail, ancl apples not once in thirty years, 
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some tre:s yi~lcling. se:enty-five bushels each. Prairie County 
has sevmal la1gc nursencs, and peaches ancl pears are lar,,.cr and 
better flavored than. at the North. J efl:'erson reports the pear 
and pe:1-ch as succeedrn~ ?est? and the Ouachita grape (now culti
vated m France) ~s ~ngmatmg there, wild. Chickasaw plums, 
very fi~e,.grow wild m grcat_a~undance in Montgomery, ,vhite, 
and Die". An l several vanet10s of excellent wild oTapcs arc 
abundant. in Johnson, Union, Benton, Drew (whicli reports 
goos~bernes and currants as not succeeding well), and Jefferson. 
Cultivated sorts of grapes do not succeed well in Union ,vhite 
and D1:ew, as th~y arc apt to mildew and rot. The ~rnnt of 
enterpnse and_ slull to raise fruit for market, ancl open facilities 
?f tran~portat10n, alone prevent a number of counties from reap
mg profit from fruit cultivation. 

C0RRESP0~DENCE. 

FRED'K B. GonnARD, Esq. :

LITILE RocK, ARKANSAS, l 
September 11, 1868. f 

. Su~: * * * The mountainous portions of our State abound 
m ~1!1cral;'> of every variety. Take a State map for reference, 
beg111111g m the _northeastern part of the State. Greene County 
presents a eontmuecl Slll-face of excee<lingly rich Mississippi 
bottom lands. Randolph has. a lar~e proportion of rich bottom 
~an~ls, _the western pa~'t bemg lully (with rich Yallcys), and 
md1?at1ons of le?'cl and _1ron _ores. Lawrence has a large quantity 
of nch land, b~1.ng a n?h h_mestonc soil throughout the county. 
Immense quant1~10s of Zlllc, 1ron, aml lead ores arc in Lawrence; 
and ca~ be easLlJ: worked. Fulton presents a very broken sur
fac~, with many nch creel~ ,:alleys_,, and fine mineral prospects. 
Iza1d bears ~he sa'.11-e clescnp_t1011 as I• nlton, with more rich Yalley 
land on White River. :Manon alternates between mountainous 
and Y~lley_ lands, and some pmirie; mnch of the soil rich; and 
here zmc, Ir~m, anrl lead ores are abundant, and coal is said to 
have been _discovered recently _ii~ fino quantities. Carroll is part
ly mountamous and p3:rtly prame, ve1·y good soil ancl abundance 
of lead ore. Benton 1s mostly rich prairie lands. Washino-ton 
the same as Benton. l\Iadison very mountainous with ~-ich 
vall~ys, and abundantly supplied with lead ore. Se;rcy same as 
l\fad1son. Van Buren same. Independence hilly with rich 
vallets, an_cl abounds in lead, lime, mangan~se, n;arble ( very 
sup?nor), u·on? &c. Jackson, ycry rich bottom la.ids. dross 
Craighead, Cnttenden, :Mississippi, Philli1)s :Madison l\Ionroe' 

aw 1 ff · · ' ' ' an ooc I'll counties, are nch bottom lands, without minerals. 
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White is possessed of fine bottom and uplands, with some coal of 
<TOOCl quality. Conway same as White. Pope has fine bottom 
lands consi<lerable hills, and abounds with fine coal and lead. 
Johu~on, Franklin, and Crawford lrnYC fine soils and arc the coal 
fields of Arkansas north of the Arkansas River, and these coals 
are very fine and abundant; also lead. abounds in thcs? counties. 
Sebastian is mostly prairie lands and rich, and on? cont1m!ccl coal 
ficlJ. of fine quality. Yell and Perry arc mountarnous, with fine 
rich valleys. Pulaski has large b~dies of rich '.ands a~1d some 
mountains anc1 here we find the nch Kellogg s1lrnr mmes and 
iron in abt~ndancc. The State capitol is located at Little Rock. 
Prairie is nearly all prairie, ~nd. has some splcr~did lands, fine 
pasturage, a11d excellent nav1g:tt1on_. Arkan a~ 1s m_adc up of 
prairie aml bottom lanc1s of_finc qnaltty. pesh~ 1s all_nch bott~m, 
very fine. Jefferson, Y~ry nch hnc~-- Snlt~1e, lnlly, ,~1th Yery nch 
valleys and recently chscoYered silver m1!1es, fine 11:011 ore, &c. 
Montgomery, Scott, Polk, and Hot Spn!1g~ co~111t1cs are ".ery 
mountainous, with rich valleys and fine 11~(ltcations of vanous 
kinds of rich ores. Gold has been found m Montgomery, and 
sil vcr in Scott and Polk, but the distance from navigation retards 
their working as yet. The celcbrate<l ~lot Spring_s arc in II~t 
Springs Connty, and have . a world-wide re1?utat10n t:or the11· 
wonderfnl cures of rheumatism, ancl all chrome complamts and 
secret c1isenses. Dallas County presents a rolling surface, good 
lanrls, &c. Bradly, Drew, Ash_ley, Union, (?uachi_ta, Colum~ia, 
nml Hemp 'tead are gently _roll1:1g sa1;dy soils, with 1;1au_y r~ch 
valleys a,nd tine ridges. Clucot 1s all nch bott,om. Sevier 1s r~ch 
bottom mo. tly; and Pike is mostly rich bottom land, :with 
mountains in the northern part, where the great Bellah silver 
mines arc held by a company that neither works nor will allow 
any one else to work them. Clark County (I very near forgot) 
is rnost,ly mountainous, but has some very nch lands known as 
the "rich lands" of "old Clark." 

Thus I have o-iven a brief sketch of each county a,s to soil and 
ores aml woulcf'here atlcl that all the hilly aml mount,ainous por
tion~ of the State are finely watered with never-failing springs of all 
qualities of water, such as pure freestone, lime, chalybeate, sulp~ur, 
&c. Timber of nll varieties abound, except where prames 
arc mentioned above, such as onks (white, black, red, post, 
willow, overcup, wat?r,_ pine, Spanish, &c.), pine, cypress, ash, 
hickory (several yaneties), gum (sweet nnd black), walnut, 
poplar, chincapin, elm, maple (sugar and ~?mmon), ly!2n, &c. 

~= * * ~ ~ 

I have been over Arkansas a great deal, and speak what I 
know when I assert that this State presents more advantages 
than anv State in the Union, from the fact that we can grow 
abumlaricc of corn, cotton, wheat, oats, rye, barley, sorghum, 
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potatoes (Irish and sweet), peaches, apples, pears, cherries, 
plums, apricots, and in grapes she excels-many fine varieties 
growing native on the hill-sides, and needing but little culture to 
make them as fine as the best. 

I could say much more, but time presses anJ. I must close. 
V cry respcctfoll y, 

JAMES A. J\IARTIN. 

Mr. FRA1'TKLIN DoswELL writes from Jacksonport, in the White 
River Valley, August 8, 18GB, that cotton, corn, aml the castor 
bean, are the money cropi-, and that many farmers contend that 
stock-raising is the most profitable, ancl certain to bring money 
to the farmer. Ile continues:-

Goin()' eastward from White and Black rivers, the traveler 
will find a l vel surface (to Crowley's Ridge), a distance of fifty 
miles, where he first a cencls the high lands. He strikes a fine sand 
d1·ift, of motleratc fertility, thou6h inexhaustible, producing about 
35 bushels of corn, and 350 pounds of lint cotton to the acre. In 
favornblc seasons, larger crops may be anticipated. This soil is 
not adapted to wheat and the perennial grasses, though it pro
duces fair crops of oats, and abundant crops of rye. The timber 
is light, being scrubby oak, hickory, and dogwood. The lands 
are easily reclaimed, and considered the surest for cotton, and on 
these accounts arc preferrec1 hy many. 

Continuiug eastward, the traveler finds a rich chocolate allu
vium, with a heavy growth of reel-gum, black-oak, black wal
nut, and some a. h, ·with tear-blanket, pawpaw, anJ. buckeye as 
undergrowth. These arc fine lancls, producing a bale (500 pounds) 
of cotton, 40 to GO bushels of corn, ancl fair crops of wheat ancl 
<Trass. These lancls, though of fine quality, friable and easily culti
~ated, arc so heavily timbered as to render their reclamation 
difficult, b11t when reclaimed arc much sought after. 

Interspersed among these lands are tracts of tertiary blue clay, 
supporti1w a growth of post oak and water oak. These arc 
our poore~· lands, and until within a few years past, they were 
consiclcrec1 wort,liless, when it was discovered that they would 
produce fine crops of reel-top, and arc now regarclcJ. more 
favorably. 

ReturninO' to "\Vhite or Black River, and going westward, the 
traveler fin<ls an elcrntecl, rolling country, becoming broken and 
mountainous as he proceeds, ancl watered by numerous streams of 
limpid water. The soil is varied in quality, but generally adapt
ed to the cereals and grasses, as well as stock-raising. Vast 
quantities of om beef cattle find a market in St. Louis, New 
Orleans, and even California. Lands arc cheap, Jhe recent emanci-
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pation of the slaves rendering labor ,cry scarce. There is a 
universal disposition among owners of l:1!'ge tracts of land to 
realize. The mountain lands range from 12½ cents, the Govern
ment price, to $20 for fine improycd farms of small size and con
venient location. The mountain lands are appreciating in value 
more rapidly than any other, the recent fluctuation in the price 
of cotton, rendering the culture of that staple rather hazardom;, 
upon a large scale. The bottom, or overflowed lands, vary from 
75 cents to $10; the former the Govemment price, the btter for 
improved lands. The overflows confine the farmer on these lands 
to a more limited choice of crops. (Our OYcrflows afford the 
farmer ample time to prepare for them as the rise is slow, and 
rarely contmuc over the fields longer than a week.) The lands 
to the east of White and Black rivers are more valuable, Yarying 
in price from 50 to 75 cents, Go\·ernment price, to S30 for im
proved la.nds in the most favored localities. But lands arc 
abundant anu cheap. There is a disposition to sell, and a wel
come for every honest immigrant, come from whatever quarter he 
may, and remunerative employment for every industrious laborer. 

Agricultural labor is more in demand than any other. The 
supply is limited, aucl demand good. 

The mountainous regions are as healthy as any portion of the 
world. The immigrant for a season or two, opening a new farm 
on the cast of White or Black River, would be liable to malarious 
diseases, which however, are rarely fatal without great impru
dence and exposure. 

We have no coal, the geological formation being below the 
coal era. The Archimedes limestone caps the highest hills to the 
south and west of White River, but the strata clipping to the 
southwest, coal, as might be expected, is found on the Arkansas. 

Mr. JOHN R. McDANIEL, writes from Arkadelphia, Clark 
Comity, Arkansas, August 7, 1868 :-

The character of the farming lands in this section is various ; 
we have almost any kind. The lands cultivated for the most 
part are of the character known as black land and black sandy 
lanJ. in the upland regions, and the bottom land lying along 
the creeks and rivers; both and all of which are Ycry pro
ductive, generally. There are, besides, sandy hill lancl1,, not 
however of the kind found in the older anJ. more eastern States, 
but rather productive.. Immediately north, ::incl beginning in this 
county, are ranges of hills and mountains. The price of land here 
now, is almost any thing that can be got for it, owing to the unset
tled state of political aflairs, the want of a proper system of labor, 
and the scarcity of money. 

THE PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

(The following Interesting nrticlo upon the Pacific Rnilrood, was prepared for thi s " 'Ork by 
Mr. EDWARD Buss formerly c•ditor and proprietor or the Rocky .Mountain News, published 
at Denver, Colorado. Mr. Buss is familiar with the region traversed by the Railroad, nnd baa 
enjoyed unusual facilities for forming a correct estimate of the national value and importance of 
this great enterprise.] 

FoR nearly half a century after the organization of our 
Government, the vast plains stretching away to the west from 
the Missouri River, the grand old mountains forming the ver
tebral column of the continent, and the wilderness intervening 
between these last and the Pacific Ocean, remained almost a 
sealed book to the explorer and the historian. The former 
were in the undisputed possession of wild and savage tribes, 
who roamed over them at wi11, inflicting barbarous torture 
and death upon those of the white race who had the temerity 
to invade their hunting-grounds, or seek to occupy the soil; 
the mountains rose like a giant barrier, frowning upon every 
effort to penetrate their grand and gloomy solitudes, while 
beyond lay a terra incognitu, veiled in mystery and resting 
in the shadows of vague tradition. 

At long intervals during this period, a fow daring and in
trepid explorers had penetrated these regions, returning with 
meager and hurriedly collected information, which served only 
to sharpen public curiosity and increase the desire for further 
knowledge concerning them. ,Vith a national claim to all 
this vast heritage, our Government was only in nominal pos
session. The maps and school atlases from which many not 
yet past life's prime derived their early geographical knowl
edge, disposed of this portion of the United States possessions 
as "Indian Territory," and where descriptions were ventured, 
they were vague and unsatisfactory because of the conflicting 
authorities upon which they ,rnrc predicated. 

Lewis and Clark commanded the :first expedition sent across 
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'the continent for the express purpose of official exploration. 
But the course selected carried them far to the north, along 
the devious cliannel of the Missouri, and away from the routes 
which many years later were found more advantageous and 
more practicable, leaving all that region embraced within the 
36th and 46th parallels of latitude still en veluped in obscurity 
and mystery. For forty years after the Lewis and Clark ex
pedition, settlements between the Missomi River and Pacific 
Ocean were confined to a few scattered military posts along 
the frontiers; and not until the discovery of gold in Califor
nia did the world become familiar with the climatic and geo
graphical charaeteristics of the great central portions of the 
Continent. 

TIIE NECESSITY OF A CONTINENTAL RAILWAY. 

The inception of a grand trans-continental railway, to con
nect the Atlantic and Pacific, dates back for many years. 
The unsuccessful effort made by Whitney to enlist the General 
Government in a giant scheme for this purpose, is fresh in the 
recollection of the people. But his plans and projects were 
then far in advance of existing public necessities, and carried 
on their face such glaring speculative features, that the Gov
ernment, at that time unaccustomed to enormous public 
expenditures, shrank from any serious consideration of his 
propositions. With all the arguments advanced for the 
construction of a railway across the continent, the culminating 
and convincing one was not reached until the breaking out of 
the Rebellion. 

The :first flash of war revealed the dangerous position occu
pied by the Pacific States. Separated from the home Govern
ment by an interval of three thousand miles, two-thirds of 
this distance without water or rail communication; accessible 
only by the ocean routes, via the Isthmus, sul>ject at any 
time to serious interruption, and involving nearly a month's 
time, under most favoring circumstances, in the transmission 
of men and munitions,-the flourishing Pacific States were 
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practically cut off from all home protection and support, in 
the event of war with a foreign power. The general alarm 
prevailing throughout the Pacific coast when less than a half 
dozen " Confederate" cruisers were known to be afloat, and 
the temporary derangement of long-established agencies for 
the shipment of treasure, illustrated most forcibly the defense
less condition of that portion of our country, and doubtless 
stimulated the prompt and energetic means adopted by the 
Government to remedy this glaring and dangerous defect in 
her system of co-operative protection. The construction of a 
trans-continental railway to the Pacific became a military 
necessity, and a thorough discussion of the subject resulted in 
an organization, whose grand energies and herculean efforts 
have already astonished the world. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE UNION PACIFIO RAILROAD. 

The Union Pacific Railroad received its charter from Con
gress in July, 1862. From that time until 1865, during which 
interval several amendatory acts were passed, the company 
made little progress further than in perfecting the organi
zation and preparing the way for the grand work before them. 
During tlrn latter year, ground was first broken at Omaha, the 
eastern terminus of the road, and thereaftel' the work was 
pushed forward with a rapidity unexampled in the history of 
railroad engineering. The munificent subsidies and land 
grants made by the Government to the company, were gol<len 
incentives to the wonderfully rapid construction of the road. 
Twenty alternate sections of land (12,800 acres) per mile of 
the public domain through which the road runs, and a special 
loan of 6 per cent. bonds of the United States, were granted 
in aid of this line, the latter payable upon the completion of 
each consecutive forty miles of track, in installments at the 
rate of sixteen thousand dollars per mile; thus affor<ling the 
company unusual facilities for the rapid and '3Ubstantial build
iug of the line. 
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DIFFICULTtES FIRST ENCOUNTERED, 

And yet, the first labor upon the road was attended with 
1:,crious obstacles and enormous outlays. Omaha at that time 
had no railroad communication with the East, an<l every 
article and implement used in the construction of the road had 
to be tran ported nearly two hundred miles in wagon-trains. 
Even after a sufficient number of miles had been completed to 
warrant the issue of bond , capitalists were for a time reluct
ant to invest in these securities, fearing that insurmountable 
obstacles would prevent or delay the completion of the line to 
the Pacific. Time was required to dissipate these doubts and 
fospirc public confidence. But the men who were intrustcd 
with the general manao-ement of the affairs of' the company, 
exhibited an energy and perseverance equal to e,ery emerg
ency. They fully realized that " miles upon miles'' of road 
must be constructed, cq uippcd, and in actual commission, 
before the incredulity of moneyed men could be sufficiently over• 
come to induce them to im·est in the company's bonds. 

Fortunately, laborers coulJ be obtained in abundance, and 
as the first five hundred miles of the route extended along the 
level plain of the Platte River bottoms, rapid construction 
was rendered comparatively easy. But the working parties 
of the line often had to perform double duties. The Indians 
regarded this encroachment upon their former haunts with 
growing jealousy and suspicion, and frequently interrupted 
the pro"'res of the work by bold attacks along the line. On 
these occasions the piek and shovel were temporarily thrown 
aside, the rifle and pi tol substituted in their place, and peaceful 
laborers were transformed into little armies, ready to repel 
and punish the attempts of the savages to retard this great 
work of internal improvement. 

The incidental history connected with the construction of 
the Union Pacific Railroad-the thrilling and often perilous 
experience of the bra Ye and sinewy men who were the muscu
lar pioneers of the work-if faithfully written, would make a 
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volume of almost romantic interest. A large majority of the 
men employed were formerly in the army, and have engaged 
in this lab:>r with all that hardy confidence and eager love of 
adventure which camp life invariably inspires. The dangers 
and difficulties encountered have only served to give zest to 
the daily routine of duty and break its monotony. 

MAGICAL GROWTH OF TOWXS AND CITIES, 

The rapid progre s westward of the Union Pacific Railroad, 
was not without an accompanying birth and magical growth 
of towns and cities along its line. "\Vb.erevcr a temporary 
halt occnrred in the work of track-layin<Y, there quickly gather
ed crowds of" camp-followers,·, and al most in the twinkling of 
an eye, a11 the characteristics of' a bu y settlement flourished, 
where perhaps yesterday only prairie and meadow were to be 
seen. At Jnlesbnrg--a place familiar to all travelers by tho 
old overland route, a a stage station-a city numbering 
several thousand people rapidly arose v-:hen the railroad had 
reached that point. The frail and p·ortable materials of which 
it was built, gave it the appearance of a "paper city ;" but its 
thronged streets, its busy marts, and the exhaustless energy 
of those who dealt in corner lots and business sites, more than 
realized the miraculous creations of Aladdin with hi wonder
ful lamp. 

A few months later the railroad had left this mushroom 
city far in the rear, and halting to gain breath before it began 
the ascent of the Black Ilills, another city more thrifty and 
more promising than the first, leaped up from the wilder
ness and nestled arounq its path. Then a large majority 
of the population of Julesburg, folded their tents like the 
Arabs, and silently stole away; and following the magnetic 
highway laid down before them, soon enrolled themselves 
amono- the merchants, bankers, and professional men of the 
new city of CrrEYENNE. Ilerc the improvements have been of 
a more substantial character; and a this city will doubtless 
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be the point ot connection for the railroad from Denver, it 
has elements of permanence and prosperity to sustain it .. 

Farther west-at Sherman, Laramie, Benton, Green River, 
and Bear City-other :flourishing settlements ha:e 1:1arked 
the adrnnce of the Union Pacific; and doubtless tlus will be a 
characteristic feature of its progress. The durability and 
growth of these avant couriers of civilization and development, 
depend much upon the local advantages of s~il, climate: an<l 
mineral producti veness-snstaining forces without wl:wh a 
vio-orous and healthy existence can not long be enJoyed. 
D~ubtless, an occasional embryo city will bask for a brief sea
son in a delicious dream of municipal consequence, and relapse 
once more into that insio-nificance to which nature originally 
assigned it· but at nu:erous points along the line, thriving 
towns and' cities are destined to spring up and contribute 
bountifully to the way-traffic of the road. 

BUSINESS OF THE RO.AD. 

Already the business of the completed portion of th<: Union 
Pacific Road has assumed a magnitude vastly exceedmg the 
most sanguine hopes of the company. Without a single c?n
nectino- branch yet constructed-with several hundred imles 
still i;tervening between its farthest western point and the 
Central Pacific line-the earnings of the road for the year 
1868 will foot up the enormous sum of over five millions of 
dollars/ When it is borne in mind that the freight and pas
senger traflic of Utah, :Montana, Idaho, and N evad~, are not 
yet secured-that the flourishing P~~i~c States are stil~ unabl~ 
to avail themselves of overland fac1htles for commercial pm
poses-that no portion of the extensive travel and. traffic via 
Panama has yet been diverted from that long-establ_ished ro:1te 
-some faint idea can be gained of the immense busrness which 
will gather at both extremities, and at every connection, when 
an unbroken link of iron rail extend,; from New York to San 
Francisco. 

There are other auguries of a brilliant future for the Pacific 
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raihoad lines. The commerce of India, China, and Japan is 
expanding rapidly under the magical touch of an advancing 
civilization, and lines of steamers across the Pacific have 
already transformed the once distant Mongolians into near 
neighbors. The day is not remote when the long and perilous 
voyage around the "capes" will be exchanged for the securi
ties and delights of a pleasure trip around the world. Steam 
will literally "take the wind from the sails" of commerce, 
and triumph over the fitful breezes of every sea. The swarm
ing millions of eastern Asia, with increased intelligence and 
knowledge of the outer world, and improved facilities for 
escape from their overcrowded homes, will break away from 
old associations, and flock to a land where personal anJ 
conscientious liberty go hand in hand. Already the moun
tains and valleys of the Pacific coast have attracted thousands 
across the sea; but when the railroad is completed, ::i count
less throng of the "children of the sun" will gather on our 
shores, pass swiftly to the summit of the Sierras, and fill the 
great Basin with the fruits of patient industry and enterprise. 
Nor is the hope a baseless one, that the broad and fertile fields 
of the sunny South, now languishing for the want of appro
priate labor, may find important advantage in the introduc
tion of Chinese workmen. 

HOW TIIE ROAD WILL AID TIIE NEW TERRITORIES. 

General as will be the satisfaction and j oy experienced over 
the completion of the Pacific Railroad, there arc special com
munities which will celebrate this event with an enthusiasm 
inspired by peculiar advantages. The miners and settlers of 
Colorado, Wyoming, Montana, and Idaho- remembering the 
years of isolation and danger through which they have strug
gled to a territorial condition-will hail the inauguration of 
uninterrupted rail communication across the continent with 
wild demonstrations. Long and perilous journeys across the 
plains and over the mountains-sleepless vigilance on numer
ous occasions when Indian attacks were apprehended-scanty 
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supplies of provisions, and inadequate shelter from stormy 
weather-these were the common lot of the people of tboae 
remote regions who first sought to redeem the wilderness and 
develop its hidden wealth. The first shrill blast of the whis
tling engine will dissipate all these perplexities and dangers, 
and enable many a weary and worn exile from his friends 
once more to gladden their hearts with familiar greetings. 
Thousands who dared not ask their wives and children to 
share with them the privations and perils of pioneering, will 
soon summon them to the comforts and conveniences which 
the railroad will have made accessible; while other thousands, 
no longer timid and apprehensive, will join the swelling tide 
to these rich and attractive regions 

Extensive and inexhaustible as the mines ot these Territories 
are known to be, many of them have met with slow develop
ment because of their remoteness from routes of transporta
tion. The co t of opening and proving some of these mines, 
and providing them with proper machinery, has been almost 
fabulous. The enormous expense of transporting heavy en
gines and ponderous stamps for a distance of from 600 to 1,200 
miles, by slow wagon trains from the Missouri River, has 
often vastly exceeded the original co t of the machinery. 
These serious obstacle to the prosperity of the Territories 
above named will soon be entirely overcome. The cost of 
labor, too, will sensibly decrease as emigrants flock to the 
mineral districts; and, with increased yields and diminished 
outlays, the profits will well repay the miner for all past dis
appointments. 

PROSPECTS OF FUTURE MINER.AL DEVELOPMENT. 

The Union Pacific Railroad traver es for a long distance a 
section of country known to be rich in the precious metals, 
but which was not accessible and convenient before the 
approach of rail communication. The Black Ilills have been 
pro pected at different points with gratifying results. Farther 
west-along the Rocky, the Medicine Bow, and Wasatch 
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ranges-abundant indications exist of the presence of gold 
and silver. With cheap labor, cheap supplies, and the pro
tecting and encouraging influence. which are inseparable from 
the proximity of the railroad, these mountains will soon be 
pierced and searched thoroughly. The effects of new and 
important gold discoveries are well known. o other attrac
tion possesses such magnetic power over the mind of man as 
the well-founded prospect of securing a profitable gold mine. 
No other impulse will so rapidly and magically transform the 
solitude of a wilderne s into the dwellinO'-places of a thronging 
population. 'fhe history of California, of evada, and of all 
the other States and Territories where the precious metals 
abound, so abundantly proves the truth of this proposition, 
that it can neither be gainsayed nor questioned. 

It is reasonable, therefore, to predict that the development 
of the golden resources of the great central region thr01;igh 
which the Union Pacific Railroad pa ses, will be attended 
with a corresponding growth of prosperous towns and cities 
along its route, forming necessary bases of supplies for those 
who explore the country on either flank. 

The force necessary to maintain and operate the railroad 
after its completion will, of itself, constitute a small army of 
men ; and thousands who have assisted in the work of con
struction, charmed with the natural beauty and prolificness 
of the country through which they have toiled, will locate at 
favorable points, and soon become important contributors to 
the way-business of the line. As an auxiliary in the great 
work of peopling and developing the interior and western 
portions of our national domain, the Pacific Railroad must 
take precedence over all other agencies. The restlessness of 
the American people is almost a national characteristic; and 
there is no point so distant or remote where they will not 
venture, provided rapid and cheap transportation make that 
point conveniently accessible. The allurements of mining
the advantages offered for obtaining land at nominal prices
the superior climate and almo t ravishing beauties of the 
combined mountain and plains system, occupying the central 
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region-will all prove more attractive when the completion 
of the great railroad brings them within striking distance of 
the emigrant and the pioneer. 

CLIMATIC AND SA.NIT.A.RY ADVANTAGES. 

The Pacific Railroad maintains throughout its entire extel!t 
almost a due west course from the Missouri Ri.er, varying less 
than a single degree in deflection until it reache the center 
of the State of Nevada, going west. From this point it runs 
in a southwe terly direction across the Sierra Nevadas, ter
minating at Sacramento, about the 3 th parallel. With this 
exception, the road oc<'upies a position between the 41st and 
42d parallel of latitude, enjoying all the climatic advantages 
embraced within these limits. The healthfulness of this entire 
region ha been favorably determined by years of experience 
on the part of mountaineers, trappers, and others who have 
sojourne<l there from an early period, as well as by more recent 
and more exten ive opportunities "hich the numc1·ons settle
ment therein have afforded. The configuration of the country 
referred to effectually protects it from miasmatic influences. 
The atmosphere is dry, pure, and bracing, and often freshened 
by the cool mountain breezes which sweep over the plains. 
Invalids in the early stages of commmption, or uffering from 
bronchial or asthmatic complaints, speedily find relief in the 
elevated portions of these regions, and often entirely recover. 

There are numerous thermal and mineral springs scattered 
throughout Colorado, Utah, and Nevada, some of them pos
sessing extraordinary curati-ve properties for cutaneous and 
other di cases. These will in time become favorite places of 
resort for the invalid and plea ure-secker. Without doubt 
another season will find no inconsiderable proportion of the 
summer-re orting public turning their faces toward the Rocky· 
Mountain . The monotonous and barren frivolities of fa hion
able watering-place and sea-side haunts will dwindle into 
insignificance before the unrivaled grandeur and magnificence 
of the Great Mountains, and the dazzling beauties which clus
ter around their summits. 
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TDE ROAD EQUIPMENTS. 

Those who may have imagined that a railroad trip across 
the continent involved many perplexities and privations not 
common to railway lines throughout the East, will be pleased 
to know that on no other route in our country have more 
superior accommodations been furnished for the comfort and 
convenience of the traveler. The equipments of the Union 
Pacific Railroad are on a scale of ampleness and excellence 
possessed by few other roads in the world. The locomotives 
are of the very best class, and the pas enger cars combine all 
the modern appliance of comfort and luxury. PuLLMAN's 
magnificent line of palace cars daily pass over the road, afford
ing to the traveler all the accommodations of the best appointed 
hotel. Seated in one of these elegant carriages, the passenger 
may enjoy folly the enchanting scenery of the route, and if 
~e chooses may remain in his quarters throughout the entire 
Journey. 

Ample provision has been made for the accommodation of 
emigrants and their families, and as the business of the road 
increases, lower rates of fare will rule, which are at present 
far above the tariffs of other roads. 

The freight accommodations of the Union Pacific Railroad 
are on a scale commensurate with the immense prospective 
business of the road. Even while we write, forty car-loads of 
cattle pa s over the road daily, bound East. Who will venture 
to predict the ratio of increase for this branch of' business alone 

' when the millions of acres of excellent pasture land rolling 
away to the Pacific are covered with the countless herds they 
are capable of supporting? 

TTIO::'IUS C. DURANT. 

We can not more appropriately conclude this brief consid
eration of the progress of the Union Pacific Railroad, than 
with a passing tribute to the sleepless energy, the indomitable 
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perseverance, and never flagging industry of THOMAS C. Dc
RANT, Vice-President of the road. Giving his personal super
vision to the work of construction, he has stimulated the efforts 
of every subordinate employed on the line, and aroused a feel
ing of pride which has grown into individual enthusiasm. It 
is not too much to assert that from the first breaking of ground 
at Omaha, in 1865, Mr. DuRANT has been more active and 
useful in this gigantic enterprise than any other person. 
Difficulties and obstacles from which others would have shrunk 
despairingly, were grappled with and removed by the exer
cise of his consummate judgment and skill. Fully realizing 
the magnitude and importance of the work, he brought every 
energy and qualification he possessed to aid in its advance
ment, and the results attest the wisdom and ability with which 
he has discharged his trust. 

THE CENTRAL PACIFIC RAILROAD. 

WmLE the" Union Pacific Railroad," by reason of its im
mediate connection with the great railroad system of the 
United States, has attracted more general attention than any 
other constructing line in the world, tte " CENTRAL P .A.CITIC 
RAILROAD OF CALIFORNIA "-the western division of the great 
trans-continental road-has exhibited a corresponding wonder
ful progress. With the same liberal aid from Government, 
and prospectively enjoying the same business advantages as 
the "Union Pacific," the California line has been pushed for
ward from the Pacific coast, across the Sierra Nevada Moun
tains, and is advancing rapidly to meet the eastern division. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE COMPANY, ETC, 

The organization of the Central Pacific Company dates 
back to 1861, when a charter was granted by the Legislature 
of California. The State conferred important franchises in aid 
of the construction of the road, which, in addition to the sub-
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si<lies and grants from the General Government, furnished 
abundant resources for a vigorous prosecution of the work. 
The acts of Congress, authorizing the building of a railway from 
the MisS"Ouri River to the Pacific, offered the same encourage
ment and aid to the "Central Pacific" as to the "Union 
Pacific;" but the inauguration of work on the two roads 
was attended with widely different conditions and strongly 
contrasted experiences_ The eastern line had a level and un
broken country to traverse for several hundred miles, where 
engineers met with no perplexity, and workmen with no serious 
interruption. But the Central Pacific encountered at the 
outset the most formidable and most difficult obstacles. Less 
than twenty-five miles from the initial point, Sacramento, tho 
spurs of the Sierra Nevada range were reached, and thence, 
for a distance of one hundred aud fifty miles, the route ran 
through a region of lofty mountain ranges, frowning preci
pices, and almost fathomless ravines. It was literally up-hill 
work a1l the way. To· illustrate more forcibly the character 
of the work and the expense attending it, one item may be men
tioned: the blasting powder alone for the first one hundred 
and forty miles cost $900,000 in gold ! On some portions of 
the completed line, the cost of grading bas exceeded $300,000 
per mile. 

But with ample means to meet these enormous outlays, and 
an army of willing and industrious laborers, the ascent and 
passage of the Sierra N evadas was accomplished in a manner 
and with a rapidity highly creditable to the engineers in charge. 
Frequent tunnels occur along this portion of the route, one 
of which is about 1,700 feet in length. Deep rock cuttings 
are of course numerous, and long lines of trestle-work span the 
wide ravines. Probably no similar extent of road in the world 
presents so many grand and startling illustrations of railway 
engineering and skill as this. The best materials have been 
used in every department of the work. The culverts and 
bridge foundations are of solid masonry wherever such mate
rials were practicable, and the road-bed itself is necessarily as 
firm as the everlasting hills. 
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THE GREAT TRADE OF TJIE WORLD. 

The people of the Pacific coa t experience a just feeling of 
pride in the Central Pacific Road, and look forward to its 
completion as the dawn of a brilliant future for that entire 
region. Already every branch of commercial industry on the 
coast ha begun to glow with new life, in anticipation of the 
impulse which a finished railway communication across the 
continent will give to trade and enterprise. Eastern Asia and 
Japan, the innumerable islands of the Pacific, and farther 
India, will all contribute to the wonderful traffic which will 
mingle in a common current and fl.oat to the western terminus 
of the Pacific Railroad. The land and water systems of the 
world seem to have been specially a1Tanged to make this great 
route a highway for the nations of the earth. Over no same 
extent of territory on the globe could a railway be constructed, 
combining such important and multiplied advantages as this 
road will command. 

CONNECTIONS OF TITE CENTRAL PACIFIC. 

The present and i:n.-ospective connections of this road may 
be briefly stated as follows: at the western terminus, Sacra
mento, with a daily line of steamers for San Francisco, and 
also with the Western Pacific Railroad now building to 
San Francisco, via Stockton ; with the Sacramento Valley 
Railroad, for Placerville; the California Central and orthern 
railroads, for Oregon; and with the San Joaquin Valley and 
Southern Pacific railroads, projected to the southern bound
ary of California 

At Reno, 154 miles east of Sacramento, the Virginia and 
Truckee Railroad (17 miles) will extend to the Washoe mining 
regions, securing the already important business of that rich 
region. Farther east, at the north bend of the Humboldt, it 
will connect with the Oregon branch of the Pacific Railroad, 
for which a bill has already been introduced in Congress, and 
which contemplates a line of 350 miles, from Eugene City, 
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near Portland, via the Willamette Valley, to connect with 
the maiu trunk-line on the Central Pacific, as above. From 
this point also, the Ilurnboldt and Idaho Railroad _(125 ~i~es) 
is projecte<l, extending into the center of the nch mmrn_g 
reo-ions of Idaho and desiO'ned for ultimate connection with o , n 
the vroposed Northern Pacific Railroad. 

At or near Salt Lake the Central Pacific will link its duties 
and destinies with the Union Pacific Railroad, from which 
event will date the commencement of a railway traffic more 
extended and more immense than words and figures can 
adevnately describe. 

The same general reflections upon the iufluences which 
prompted the inauguration of the Union Pacific, and the ele
ments of prosperity it possesses, will apply equally to the 
Central Pacific Railroad. Both these roads enjoy a common 
heritage, and each will receive an equal meed of endorsement 
and support at the hand of the great business world. The 
interests of the two are identical, and can not fail to blend 
together in profitable harmony. ·whatever contributes to 
the pride and prosperity ot the one, will equally advance 
and promote the "·elfare of the other. To all intents and 
purposes the Union Pacific and Central Pacific organizations 
are one and without doubt a consolidation will be effected ' soon after the completion of the line, by which the entire road 
will be under one management. 

o fear need be entertained that the Pacific Railroad will 
become a giant monopoly, or adopt a business policy in any 
JeO'ree unjust or oppressive. The great aim of this road will 
b/to earn the good will as well as the business of the public, 
and command the confidence of commercial men. It will for 
a time be without a rival; but other and powerful organiza
tions arc already in the field, and not many years will pass 
away before a brisk competition for the increasing traffic 
across this continent, will spring np. The "Southern Pacific," 
the "Northern Pacific," and perhaps other through lines, 
will have to be built before the growing commerce of the 
next twenty.five years will be fully provided for. 
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LOW FARE AND FREIGHT RA.TES. 

The munificent land grants and subsidies which have been 
bestowed upon these roads, are equivalent to a withdrawal 

from the national resources of a vast portion of the public 

domain originally held for pre-emption. In fact, the people 

of our country are the real builders and proprietors of the 

Pacific Railroad, and for their benefit and prosperity should 
it be maintained and conducted. Liberal freight and passen

ger tariffs ought to be adopted at the earliest practicable 
moment. The quicker the wonderful advantages and vast 

wealth of the region through which the great railroad passes, 

can be examined and appreciated by the restless public, the 
more speedy will be its settlement and development. The 

policy of the Mormon leaders, who found an advantage to 

their colony in defraying the expenses of those who desired to 

emigrate to" Deseret "-may not prove an unprofitable study 

for the Pacific Railroad di.rectors. Iligh rates of fare can not 
be long maintained without serious damage to any transport

ation line. If it is to cost as much to cross the plains and 
mountains to California by rail, as it formerly did to make 

the same journey by stage-coach, thousands who have fondly 

hoped to make that trip will abandon their purpose altogether, 
or select a more economical route. 

It should, and no doubt will, be the policy of the companies 

owning so many millions of acres of wild land, to realize a 

rapid and profitable sale of this vast estate. The early occu

pancy and improvement of these lands will necessarily involve 

an immense increase of the business of the road; and cheap 

fares and low freights will attract an eager and anxious throng. 

CH.A.R.A.CTER OF LANDS ALONG TilE LINE. 

The character of soil for 400 miles west of the Missouri 

River, and lying near the route of the Union Pacific Road, 

may be described as of great fertility, and possessing superior 

productive qualities. Elsewhere in this book-in the chapters 
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devoted to Nebraska and Wyoming, the author has given a 

more detailed account of the geographical features of the 
Platte Valley and Laramie Plains, through which the railroad 

ex.tends. The lands ceded to the company, although not 

fully surveyed and platted, are now open to occupancy by the 
settler, whose claim and title will be confirmed when the 

offices of the land department of the road are established and 
ready for business. 

The Central Pacific Road, by reason of its more lenothy 
. h b 

mountam route, as not the same extent of a()'ricultural land 
b 

to offer to the settler as the Union Pacific, bnt it is by no 

means destitute. The valley of the Humboldt River for a 
distance of 300 miles, is traversed by the Central Pacific and 

this region contains some good la~d and an abundan~e of 

w~od and ,~ater. The close proximity of this va1ley to rich 
mmeral regions, and the ready and profitable market whieh 

sue~ regions furnish f~r a~ricultural prod nets, will make every 
available acre a flour1shmg garden or well eultivatcd farm. 

In th~ ~alley of the Sacramento River, the company has large 
quantities of bottom lauds, subject to annual overflow, and 

possessed of great fertility. In garden products these bottoms 

challenge the world, and many varieties of semi-tropical fruits 

are cultiva~ed successfully. The almond, olive, and pome
granate, thrive well. The season of grass-growino- commences 

immediately after the rains of December, and co~tinues until 

summer heat, when hay cures standing, affording abundant 

fo~·age for cattle, and other stock. Even far up in the moun

tam range, s~all valleys nestle among the hills, furnishing 
excellent farmmg lands, where numerous dairies and sheep 
ranges are maintained. 

CONCLUSION. 

In a general way we have thus briefly considered the char
acte~istics, _the advantages, and the prospects of the great 

Pacific Railroad. As a national work it stands without a 

rival in our grand system of internal improvement-a monu-
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fuent of the inexhaustible resources and indomitable enter

prise of the American people. The world has watched its 

progress with looks of amazement and awe, startled by the 

facility and rapidity with which the great mountain barriers 

have been crossed; and marveling how our young Republic

still staggering under the effects of a terrible civil war-could 

display such wonderful recuperative energy and strength. 

"\Ve can not resist the conviction that the future of this great 

road will have an important influence upon the whole civil

ized world. The people of every land and clime will cluster 

along its sides, giving and receiving the multiplied benefits 

which a peaceful mingling of nationalities can not fail to 

insure. It will give renewed security and confidence to our 

Government, concentrating and strengthening the great ele

ments of power possessed by the nation, and reducing the 

po sibilities of future international disturbances. A band of 

strength, a bond of union, a harbinger of prolonged peace and 

prosperity to our young and thriving Republic. 

• j 
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WAGES OF FARM LABOR IN TIIE UNITED STATES. 

MANY young men in the Atlantic States, who desire to go 

from home and strike out for themselves, as well as many 

foreign emigrants, have neither the means nor the dispo ition 

to settle down at once as farm owners, aud therefore seek for 

employment. Some skillful mechanics may act wisely in 

going to the large cities, but the young man who ]mows how 

to work a farm has, if he will only realize it, the most honor

able, healthful, and enviable calling in the world. Ile should 

resolutely turn his back upon the cooped-up city, and go out 

where he can breathe, and be respected and independent. 

A man who jg willing to work may find steady employment, 

at fair wages, as a farm hand, in almost any part of the United 

States, and can lay up as much or more money than he can 

in the city, where, if the pay be larger, the cost of living is 

higher, and the inducements to spend money greater. In 

addition, he is becoming familiar with the section of country, 

and getting new ideas of farming, which will be useful to him 

by and by. .And the foreigner who hires out upon a farm 

for the first few months or years, is acquiring not only the 

information above alluded to, but acquainting himself with 

t11e manners and customs, and perhaps learning the language, 

of the country. The demand for farm labor was never so 

great as now, and it is constantly increasing. Farm wages in 

America are much higher than in Europe, and the opportuni

ties for social and personal advancement are tenfold greater. 

Some of the mo t prominent men in this country came here 

poor and friendless, and began by working for wages. 

In 1866 the rate of wages paid for farm labor throughout 

the United States showed an increase in five years of about 

fi~y per cent. The following tables, compiled with great care 

from returns made by correspondents throughout the country 

to the Agricultural Department at. Washington, will be valu

able to emigrants :-
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Table showing the cverage ,,-ate of wages of agricultural labor per month, when employed 
for the yea'T". 

...... Cl Cl+> Cl ,.c::! 
A:, A· ~g -s-i .... 0 -~ .... ~ .... @ A ........ ...~ 
o ·- ¢!,8 c£f c2 '-=-!, 

ST.A.TES .AND TERRITORIES. ...,.- . ~-3 -£°~...-=.. ~ c..-:.. 
~ .:a' § ~ do"d d o"CI 
0 ..... 0 w@ 0 "' ~ El o1 o1 El ';:' 13 2 .8 El 2 o "'0 
.... J>-.,.Q "' .. "' ... VJ ,.Q .. "' "' ~ I>, "' "' p,. p,. p,. 

Maine ........................ $27 00 $n 44 $31 76 $23 07 
New Hampshire ..........•.... 32 74 22 48 39 12 28 4-3 
Vermont ...................... ;l2 84 2l 00 37 44 25 72 
Massachusetts ...•.........•... 38 94 22 36 41 61 27 83 
Rhode Island ···· ············· 34 40 20 50 40 00 26 33 
Connecticut ...•...•.......•... 34 25 21 54 39 66 28 30 
New York ..•................. 29 57 19 32 34 88 24 26 
New Jersey ................... 32 27 18 98 33 13 23 78 
Pennsylvania .................. 29 91 18 Bl 34 10 22 87 
Delaware ............. . .•..... 24 93 ]3 25 26 25 15 25 
Maryland ..•...........•...... 20 36 12 76 23 83 15 GS 
Virginia ...................... 14 82 9 36 17 21 12 09 
North Carolina ················ 13 46 8 15 15 18 10 00 
Sou th Carolina ................. 12 00 7 66 14 00 9 46 
Georgia ....................... 15 51 9 67 JS 45 12 07 
Florida ...•................... 18 00 12 12 20 55 14 46 
.Alabama ...................... 13 40 9 80 16 38 ll 00 
Mississippi .......•.......•.... 16 72 11 58 22 58 16 80 
Louisiana ..................... 20 50 12 42 22 25 18 34 
Texas ......•..•......•....... 19 00 12 72 23 73 16 76 
Arkansas .....•............... 2-! 21 15 80 29 fll ]9 46 
Tennessee .....•.......•...... 19 00 12 58 22 00 16 6l 
West Virginia ... . ............. 25 35 16 47 29 34 21 20 
K~ntuo~y ......••..•....... . . . 20 23 13 65 23 80 17 06 
Missouri ..............•••..... 26 75 18 OS 30 84 21 66 
Illinois ..•.................... 28 64 18 72 33 09 23 30 
Indiana ....................... 27 71 18 72 31 50 22 60 
Ohio ....••.......•. . ......... 28 46 18 96 32 45 23 15 
Michigan ..•.......•......... 31 26 20 48 31 95 24 Hi 
Wisconsin ..............•..... 30 84 19 87 35 65 2•1 GO 
Minnesota .•.....•..••........ 31 65 21 10 38 40 27 17 
Iowa .•.....•................. 28 34 18 87 33 24 23 82 
Kansas .......•.•....•........ 34 03 19 81 36 40 25 46 
Nebraska .......••.....•...... 38 37 24 64 46 42 31 36 
Utah Territory ...•..•.•.....•. 44 71 26 32 58 22 38 41 
Colorado Territory ..•••.•..•.... 67 50 42 ]2 79 16 50 00 
New Mexico ...•.•••.•••.•••.. 25 00 16 50 30 00 25 00 
California ......•...••. ....... 45 7l 30 35 60 00 34 39 
Nevada .........••..••..•..... 75 00 60 00 85 00 7o ~o 
Washington Territory .•..••.... 52 25 36 25 60 50 44 50 
Dakota ..•............•....... 30 20 20 00 32 00 22 00 
Oregon ...•..• .............. 35 75 22 53 41 GO 29 00 

• 

WAGES OF FAmr LABOR. 559 

Tal,le showing the rate of wages of agricultural labor per day, in transient service, 

December, 1866. 

ST.A.TES. 

Maine ................•..... 
New Hampshire ..•.•.....•.. 
Vermont .............•..•.. 
Massachusetts ..•............ 
Rhode Island ............... . 
Connecticut ................ . 
New York ................. . 
New Jersey ... ............. . 
Penn ylvania .....•.......... 
Delaware ................•.. 
Maryland .................. . 
Virginia ................... . 
North Carolina ........•...••. 
Sou th Carolina . . . . . . . . . ... . 
Georgia ........•.•..•.... 
Florida .................... . 
Alabama .............•.•.... 
Mis~i~sippi .......•.....•.••. 
Lomsiana ......•..•.•.....•. 
Texas ......•......•••...... 
Arkansas .......•.•••.•..... 
Tennessee ......•.•....•••.. 
Wost Virginia .....•••....... 
Kentucky ..........••..•.... 
Missouri .•...............•.. 
Illinois .......•.•..•.••..... 
Indiana . . .........•.••....•. 
Ohio . .........••....••..... 
Michigan .......•..••.•.•... 
'Wisconsin .....••.••••.•.... 
Minnesota ......••.••••.•... 
Iowa .........•............. 
Kansas .....••....•..••.... 
Nebraska ........••.••...... 
Utah Territory ...•...•....... 
Colorado Territory .......... . 
New Mexico Territory ....... . 
California ............•.•.... 
Nevada ....•..........•..•.. 
WaRhington Territory ........ . 
Dakota Territory ............ . 
Oregon .•.................•. 

$2 02 
l 98 
2 32 
2 41 
2 23 
2 43 
2 41 
2 GB 
2 32 
2 0!) 
2 00 
1 46 
1 53 
1 25 
1 48 
1 12 
l 27 
1 65 
1 66 
1 65 
2 07 
2 01 
1 78 
2 JO 
2 15 
2 41 
2 23 
2 20 
2 62 
2 68 
2 68 
2 38 
2 31 
2 65 
3 42 
4 17 
1 50 
2 56 
3 50 
3 00 
2 50 
2 40 

$1 56 
l 52 
1 85 
1 92 
1 71 
l 90 
1 92 
2 38 
1 80 
l 62 
l 68 
l 21 
1 17 

93 
1 06 

83 
1 04 
1 14 
1 20 
1 32 
l 52 
l 54 
1 31 
1 70 
1 72 
1 91 
1 76 
1 7g 
2 14 
2 15 
2 27 
l 88 
1 82 
2 16 
2 49 
2 87 
l 12 
2 06 
3 00 
2 25 
2 00 
1 80 

$1 49 
1 67 
1 76 
l 83 
1 83 
l 75 
l 75 
l 68 
1 59 
1 31 
l 31 

82 
72 
69 
99 

1 00 
78 

1 34 
l 08 
1 31 
1 34 
l 15 
l 31 
1 21 
1 4-! 
1 62 
1 45 
1 54 
l 78 
1 78 
1 75 
1 62 
1 65 
1 93 
2 27 
3 29 
1 00 
2 26 
3 00 
2 25 
2 00 
l 75 

$1 13 
1 26 
l 32 
1 38 
1 33 
1 29 
1 23 
1 20 
1 10 

94 
96 
57 
60 
45 
70 
74 
55 
89 
70 
98 
88 
83 
92 
86 

1 07 
1 21 
1 06 
1 13 
1 30 
1 28 
1 35 
1 19 
1 19 
1 43 
l 63 
l 93 

90 
1 72 
2 50 
l 75 
1 50 
1 40 
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In the Report of the Agricultural Department for 1867 we 
also find the following relating to the 

BOARD OF FARM LABORERS. 

The difference between wages without board and the rate 

allowed when board is furnished by the employer is natural1y 

found to vary quite regularly with the cost of food product , 

tl10 rate being higher in the East than in the West, and higher 

still in the Territories of the Rocky Mountains, but less in 

California than in Massachusetts. In the South the board of 

freedmen, consisting mainly of corn meal and bacon, is, of 

course, very low. Possibly in Alabama the difrerence between 

labor with and without board may be too small. The mode 

of hiring and supplying these laborers varies ~o much with 

circumstances that our correspondents found 1t difficult to 

reduce their information to the system required. The follow

in()' is a statement of these differences in monthly pay on 

ac~ount of board, averaging 86.26 in the Southern States, and 

812. 51 for the other States :-

:Maine ...............•... 
New IIampshire .......... . 
Vermont ...........•..... 
Uassachusetts ... . ....... . 
Rhode Island ........ .... . , 
Counecticut ... . .......... . 
New York .............. ,. 
New Jersey ............ ,. 
Pennsylvania ••••••....... 
Delaware .....•........... 
Maryland ................ • 
Virginia ................ •, 
North Carolina ...........• 
South Carolina .......•.... 
Georgia ........... •,•••·· 
Florida .................. . 
Alabama ....... •......... 
Mississippi .............. . 
Louisiana ...... , •. •••••·· 
Texas .....•..• . ••••••••·· 
.Arkansas ...•.••••••••••• 

$9 56 
10 76 
11 84 
16 58 
13 90 
12 71 
JO 25 
]3 29 
11 0'7 
11 GS 
7 60 
6 46 
5 31 
4, 34, 
5 84, 
5 88 
3 60 
5 14 
8 08 
6 28 
8 41 

Tennessee ............... . 
West Virginia ........... . 
Kentucky ........ . .... .. . 
Missouri ..•...........•.. 
Illinois .................. . 
Indiana ................ . 
Ohio .................... . 
Michig:m ................ . 
Wisconsin ......•......... 
Minnesota •.•......•...... 
Iowa .......•..•.•••..... 
Kansas ... ... ..•.••.....• 
Nebraska ................ . 
Utah Territory ........... . 
Colorado Territory ........ . 
New Mexico Territory .... . 
California ................ . 
Nevada .............•.... 
Washington Territory ..... . 
Dakota '.l.'erritory .......•.. 
Oregon: ................. . 

$6 42 
:l 88 
6 58 
8 6i 
9 82 
8 99 
9 50 

10 78 
10 97 
10 55 

9 47 
ll 22 
13 73 
18 39 
25 38 
8 50 

15 36 
15 00 
20 00 
10 20 
13 22 

THE MANNER OF PROCEED! G TO OBTAIN TITLE 

TO PUBLIC LANDS, BY PURCHASE, BY LOCATION, 

WITH ""\V ARRANTS OR AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE 

SCRIP, BY PRE-EMPTION AND HOMESTEAD. 

GENERAL LAND OFFICE, l 
WASIIINGTON, D. C., Sept. 17, 1867. f 

TnE following is communicated in reference to the manner of 
acquiring title to the public lands under different laws of 
Congi·ess :-

There arc two classes of public lands, the one class at $1.25 per 
acre, whie:h is designated as minimum, and the other at '2.50 per 
acre, or double minimum. 

Title may be acquired by purchase at public sale or by ordi
nary "pri rate entry," and in virtue of the pre-emption and 
homestead la,vs. 

1. At public sale where lands are "offered" at public auction 
to the highest bicltlcr, either pursuant to proclamation by the 
President, or public notice given in accordance with directions 
from the General Land Office. 

BY " PRIY ATE ENTRY " OR LOCATION. 

2. The lands of this class 1iable to disposal arc those which 
have been oftcrcd at public sale, and thereafter remain unsold, 
and which have not been subsequently reserved, or otherwise 
withdrawn from market. In this class of offered and unreserved 
public lands the following steps may be taken to acquire title:-

CASH PURCHASES. 

3. The applicant must present a written application to the 
Register for the District in which the land desired is situated, 
describing the tract he wishes to purchase, gh·ing its area. 
Thereupon the Register, if the tract is vacant, will so certify to 
the Receiver, stating the price, and the applicant must then pay 
the amount of the purchase money. 

The Receiver will then i sue to the purcha er a duplicate re
ceipt, and at the close of the month the Register and Receiver 

36 
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will make returns of the . ale to the General Land Office from 
whence, when the proceedings arc found reo-ular a I at~nt or 
complete title will be. issued ; ~nd on surrend~r o_f'° the duplicate 
receipt ~uch patent will be delivered, at the opt10n of the pat
entee, either by the Commissioner at W ashin<Tton or by the 
Register at the ·District Land Office. "' ' 

LOCATIONS WITH WARRANTS. 

4. App~ication must be made as in cash cases, but JllUSt be 
accompamed by a warrant duly assigned as the consideration for 
the _l~ncl; yet where the tract is '2.50 per acre, the party, in 
acld1t1on to the surr~n~erecl. warr~nt, must pay in cash $1.25 per 
acre, as the warrant 1s m sat1sfactwn of only so many acres as are 
mentioned on its face 

A duplicate certificate of location will then be furnished the 
party, to be held until the patent is delivered, as in cases of cash 
sales. 

The following foes arc chargeable by the land officers, and the 
several amounts must be paid at the time of location:-

For n 40-ncro warro11t, ~O cents each to the Re"ister nntl :P.ccc!ver-Totnl $1 00 
}'or a GO~ncre wnrrant, 15 cents II H '\. ·• •· .. ' 1 :-,o 
For an &0-acre warrant, $1.00 2 00 
For n 120-ncre wnrrnnt, $1.~ 8 00 
For a 160-ncre warrant, $2.00 4 00 

AGRICULTURAL COLLEGE SCRIP. 

5: This scri_p is applicable to lands not mineral, which may be 
subJect to private entry at '1.25 per acre, yet is restricted to a 
technical "<JUart;:r s~cti~n ;" that is, lands embraced by the 
9-uarter sectwn Imes md1catcd on the official plats of survey, or 
it m3:y be locate~ on a pai·t of a "quarter section," where such 
p:irt 1s taken 3:s .11_1 full for a quarter, but it can not be applied to 
drff~rent subd1v1s1ons to make an area equivalent to a quarter 
section. The manner of proceedino- to acquire title with this 
claF-s of paper is the same as in cash and warrant cases the fees 
to be paid being the same as on warrants. ' 

PRE-EMPTIONS TO TIIE EXTEXT OF ONE QUARTER SECTION, OR ONE 
HUNDRED AND SIXTY ACRES. 

6. These may be macle under the general p:e-emption laws of 
.(th September, 1841, U. S. Statutes, vol. 5, page 455, and 3d 
March, 1843, vol. 5, page 619, upon "offered" and "nnoffered" 
!and, ~nd in certain Stat~s and Territories we t of the 1\-fississippi, 
mcludrng that part of Mmnesota east of the river, may have legal 
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inception by actual settlement upon unsurveyed lancl althouo-h 
in such ca cs no definitive proceedings can be had as t~ the co~1-
pletion of title until after the surveys are officially returned to the 
District Land Office. 

7. The Act of 3d March, 1853, U. S. Statutes, vol. 10, page 
244, extends the pre-emption for one-quarter, or 160 acres, at $2.50 
per acre, to every " alternate" United States or reserved section 
along the line of railroads. 

8. The Act of 27th 1\larch, 1854, vol. 10, page 269, chap. XXV. 
protects the right of Rettlers on sections along the line of railroads' 
where settlements existed prior to withdrawal, and in such case~ 
allows the tract to be taken by pre-emptors at ,.;'l.25 per acre. 
Copies of these laws, marked A, B, C, and D, will be found 
herewith. 

_o. :W-here the trac~ is "offered," the party must file with the 
D1stnct Land Office his declaratory statement as to the fact of his 
settlement within thirty days from the date of said settlement 
and, within one year from that date, must appear before th; 
Register and Receiver and make proof of his actual residence on 
and cultivation of the tract, and secure the same by payino- cash 
or by filing warrant duly assigned to the pre-emptor. "' ' 

10. Where the tract bas been surveyed and not offered at pub
lic sale, the claimant must file within three months from date of 
settlement, and make proof and payment before the day designa
ted in Pre ident's proclamation for offering the lands at public 
sale. 

11. Should the settler in either of the aforesaid cases die before 
establishing his claim within the period limited by law the title 
may be perfected by the executor, administrator, or dne of the 
heirs, by making the requisite proof of settlement and paying 
for the land; the entry to be made in the name of "the heirs" 
of the deceased settler, and the patent will be issued accordingly. 

12. In those States and Territories in which settlements are 
authorized by law on unsurveyed land, the claimant must file 
notice of settlement within three months after the receipt of the 
township plat of survey at the District Lancl Office, and make 
proof and payment as required under 10th head in the foregoing. 

The Act of June 2, 1862, vol. 12, page 413, in relation to Col
orado, contains special provisions in this respect. 
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LAWS EXTENDING TUE HOMESTEAD PRIVILEGE. 

13 The orio-inal Homestead Act of l\fay 20, 1862, gives to 
every citizen ~nd to those who had declared their intentions to 
become such; the right to a homestead on su_rveyed lands. Thist 
is conceded to the extent of one-quarter section, or 160 acres, a 
$1.25 per acre, or 80 acres of d?uble minimum ~n any organized 

d-istrict embracing surveyed publ~c lands, except m ~he ~ve Sou:th
ern Land States hereinaner mentioned, where the nght is restnct
ed to 80 acres minimum, and 40 acres double minimum. 

14. To obtain homesteads the party must, in.connection 'Yith 
bis application, make an affidavit before the Register or H.ece~ver 
that he is over the age of twenty-one, or the head of a fa~1ly; 
that he i a citizen of the nited States, or has declared lus 111-

tention to become such and that the entry is made for exclusive 
use and benefit and for' actual settlement and cultivation. 

15. vVhere the applicant is prevented by reason of bodily in
firmity, distance, or other good c~nse,. from personal attendance 
at the District Land Office, the affidant may be made before the 
clerk of the court for the county within which the party is au 
actual resident. 

16. The amendatory Act of 21st :March, 1864, U. S. Statutes, 
vol. 13, page 35, relaxes the rcqu_ircments_ ~f per onal :1ttemla~1ce 
at the dititrict office to persons m the military or naval service, 
where the party's family,, or some membe~·, ·is 1·esicli11g on_ the land 

that it is desired to enter, and upon winch a bona fide improve
ment and cultivation h::ul been made. In such cases the said Act 
of 1864 allows the beneficiary to make the affi<lavit before the 
officer commandinO' in the branch of service in which he may be 
engaged, and the ~'lme may ?C filed, by ~he wife or other_ repre
sentative of the absentee, with the Register, together with the 
homestead application. 

His claim in that case will become effective from the date of 
filinO', proYidecl the required fee and commis ·ions accompany the 

sam~, but immediat?IY upon his discharge he ~ust enter up?n.the 
land and make it his bona ficle home, as reqmred by the ongmal 
Act of 20th ?lfay, 1862. 

17. Under said Act of l\Iay 20, 1862, and the Supplement of 
20th March, 1804, it is required that for homestead entries on 
surveyed lands in l\IrcmGAN, \VIsCONSIN, IowA, Mrssoum, MIN• 
NESOTA, KANSAS, NEBRASKA, and DAKOTA, fees arc to be paid 
according to the following table:-
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8 COYMISSIONS. FEES. 
0 

"' Total Fees and .... -
"' .,; p, Commissions. 

[:l "' Payable when Payable when Payable when 
() 

0 ·r::: entry is made. Patent issues. entry is made. 
<1 ii.. 

--
160 $1 25 $4 00 $4 00 $10 00 $18 00 

80 1 25 2 00 2 00 5 00 9 00 

40 l 25 1 00 1 00 5 00 7 00 

80 2 50 4 00 4 00 10 00 18 00 

4.0 2 50 2 00 2 00 5 00 9 00 

The above rates will apply to Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, if 
any vacant tracts can he found liable to homestead in those three 
States, where but very few isolated tracts of public land remain 
undisposed of. 

18. In the PACIFIC and other POLITICAL DIVISIONS, viz. : On 
surveyed lands in CALIFORNIA, NEVADA, OREGON, CoLORADO, 
Nmv MEXICO, and \VASllIXGTON, and in AmzoNA, In,u10, and 
MONTANA, where subdivisional surveys shall have been made in 
the three last-mentioned Territories, the commissions and foes are 
to be paid according to the following table:-

.; COMMISSIOXS. FEES . .... 
0 

" .... - Total Foeij and 
"' Co=issions. .,; p, 

r'1 ., Pnyable when Payable on Payable when 
~ 0 
0 ·r::: entry is made. issue of Patent. entry is made. 
<j p... 

-- ---
160 $1 25 $6 00 $6 00 $10 00 $22 00 

80 1 25 3 00 3 00 6 00 11 00 

40 1 25 l 50 1 50 5 00 8 00 

80 2 50 G 00 6 00 10 00 22 00 

40 2 50 3 00 3 00 5 00 11 00 
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19. The Act of 21st June, 1866, Statutes of 1866, page GG, 
provides for the disposal of public lands for homestead actual 
settlements in the States of Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, 
.Arkansas, and Florida. 

The law restricts homestead entries in these States to "half
quarter," or SO-acre tracts of ordinary minimum, or 40 acres of 
double minimum, the tariff prescribed for such entries in said 
Southern States being as follows:-

SOUTHERN LAND STATES. 

.,; ... Co:m,IISSIONS • FEES. 
0 

"' ... 
TOTAL • ., 

er. p. 
Payable when ~ ., Payable at Payable when i,:: -~ entry is con-0 date of entry. Patent issues. -< p':; summated. 

--
80 $1 25 $2 00 $2 00 $5 00 $9 00 

40 1 25 1 00 1 00 5 00 '1 00 

40 2 50 2 00 2 00 5 00 9 00 

20, The Receiver will issue bis receipt showing such payment 
either under the original Act of 1862, or those of 1864 and 18GG, 
copies of which (E, F, and G) arc annexed, and will furnish a 
duplicate to the claimant. 

The matter will then be entered on their records and reported 
to the General Land Office. 

21. An inceptive right is vested in the settler by such proceed
ings, and upon faithful observance of the law in regard to settle
ment and cultivation for the continuous term of five years, and at 
the expiration of that time, or within two years thereafter, upon 
proper proof to the satisfaction of the land officers, and payment 
to the Receiver, the Register will issue his certificate, and make 
proper returns to this office as the basis of a patent or complete 
title for the homestead. 

22. Where a homestead settler dies before the consummation 
of his claim, the heirs may continue the settlement and cultiYa• 
tion, and obtain title upon requisite proof at the proper time. 

Where both parents die leaving infant heirs, the homestead is 
required to be sold for cash for the benefit of snch heirs, and the 
purcha er will receive title from the United States. 

23. The sale of a homestead claim by the settler to another 
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party before completion of title is not recognized by this offic0, 
and not only vests no title or equities in the pur?haser, but would 
be z1riinct facie ev ideucc of abandonment, and g1 ve cause for can
cellation of the claim. 

24. As the law allows but one homestead privilege, a settler 
relinqui hino- or abandoning his claim can not thereafter make a 
second entry. Where an !ndiviclual !ms made ~ttlement on a 
surveyed tract and fil~d !us pre-emption declaration ther_efo_r, he 
may change his filing mto ~ome tea_cl, yet such cha_nge 1s mad
mis iblc where an adverse nght has mtervened, but m such ca-,es 
the settler has the privilege of perfecting his title under the pre, 
emption laws. 

25. If the homestead settler does not wish to remain five years 
ou his tract, the law p0r1nits him to pay for_it w_ith cash or warrants1 
upon making proof of settlement and cult1vat10n from the date of 
entry to the time of payment. . . 

This proof of actual settlement and cult1vat10n must be the 
affidaYit of the party made before the local officers, corroborated 
by the testimony of two credible witnesses. 

26. There is another class of homestead!-, designated as " ad
joinino- farm homesteads." In these cases the law allows an 
applic:nt, oioning and residing on a_n original farm, ~o enter: other 
land lying contiguous thereto, which shall not, w1th such farm, 
exceed in the aggregate 160 acres. Thus, for e~~mple, a party 
owning or occupying 80 acres, may enter 80 add1t10nal, of "1.25, 
or 40 acres of $2.50 land. Or, suppose the applicant to own 40 
acres, then he may enter 120 acres at 81.25, or 40 at $1.~5 and 40 
at -·2.50, if both classes of lands should be founcl contiguous to 
his original farm. In entries of "adjoining farms" tl~e settler 
must describe, in his affidavit, the tract he owns, and 1s settled 
upon as his original farm. Actual residence on the ~ract entered 
as an adjoining tra~t is not required, but bona fl.de 1mpr~vemeut 
and cultivation of 1t must be shown for the period required by 
statute. 

27. Lands obtained under the homestead laws are exempted 
from liability for debts contracted prior to the i suing of patent 
therefor. 

Forms of affidavits and applications required upon initiation of 
claim are hereto annexed, numbered from one to four. 

28. It is the duty of the Reo-isters and Receivers to be in 
attendance at their offices, and gi~e proper facilities and informa-
t,ion to persons applyincr for lands. . . . 

29. A list of all the land offices m the Umted States 1s hereto 
annexed. 

JOS. S. WILSON, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
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THE PRE-EMPTION LA. W. 

(A.) 

AN ACT to npproprbto the proceeds or the soles or the pubUc lands nnd to grant pre-emption rights. 

SEC. IO. And ~e it further enacted, That, from and after the passage of this act eve? po~son, bemg tl,e hea_d of a _f~mily, or widow, or single man over the a ~ ~f \~'cnt_y-one _years,_ and bemg a c1t1zcn of ti,e Unit~d tales, or having filed ~s ~c .ir~tion f mtent1011 to become a citizen as required by the naturalization Jaws w 10, smce t e first day of June, A. D. eighteen hundreJ anr! foi·ty Las made 0; ~hn(I he:cafter make, a settlement in person on the public land; to which 'the {ndi~n title had been, at tl,e time of rnch Eetllement, cxtinguisl;ed, and whicli . as een, or shall have been, surrnyod prior thereto, and who shall inhabit and improve tho sa_me, and who has or 8hall erect a dwelling thc~eon, shall be and is her_cby, authonzed to e_nter with tho register of the land office for tho dist · t · · ~vluch such land may l_1c, by legal subdivisions, any number of aci·es not c~~:e~~ 1}g on~ \mdred and sixty, ?r a quarter scc>tion of land, to include the residence f ~uc i- :umant, upon payrng to the United State's tho minimum price of sud-i ~n 11 ~u ~ec~, however, to the following limitations and exceptions: No person s a o ent~tlod to mor_o than one pre-emptive right by virtue of this act. no per~on who 1s the proprietor of three hundred and twenty acres of land in' an , f~ate ~~ Territory _of the United States, and no person who shall quit or abando~ 11s r_esi enco on lus_own Ia~d to reside on the public land in tho same State or '.l'emtory, shall ?cquire any right of pre-emption under thiR act; no lands included ~ ;n~ 8cservation, by any treaty, law, or proclnmat1on of the President of the • m e tatcs, or reserved for salines, or for other purposes· no lands reserved 1?r th~ support _of ~chools, n_or tho lands acquired by either ~f the two last treaties ~' 1th the Miami tribe o( Indians _in the State of Indiana, or which ma be acq111rc~ of the Wyandot tribe of Indiaus in tho State of Ohio or other Jn~ian i:,eservat1on to _which the title has been or may be extinguish~d by tho United fta~es at ~ny ti.me durmg the operation of this act: no sections of land reserved ~tic United_ 8tate3 altcrn1te to other sections granted to nnv of the States for t e construction of any canal, railroad, or other public 1mprovemer.t. no section
8 or f~act1ons of sections included withiu the hm,ts of any incorpor~t~tl town . n~ portions of the public landd which have been ~elected as the site for a city or to,~n; no parcel _or lot of land actually settled and occupied for the purposes of tra ~ and not agriculture; and no lands on which are situated any known salines or mmes, shall be liable to entry under and by virtue of the provisions of this act. And so m~ch or the proviso of the act of twenty-second of ,fnne, cJO'hteen ~~ndred and_ tlmty-e1g?t, or any order of the President of the United State~, a.~ rects C?rtam re _ervatJons to be made in favor of certain claims under the treaty 0 Dancmg Rabbit Creek, be, and the same is hereby, repealed: Provided, That such repeal shall not affect any title to any tract of land secured in virtue of said treaty. 

SEC. 11. .And be it further enacf.td, That when two or more persons shall have H~ttled on the same quarter section of land, the right of pre-emption hall be in him or her wh? _made the ~rst settlement, provided such persons ~hall conform to th? _other prov1s1o~s of tl11s act; and all questions as to tho right of pre-emption arisin_g b_etwe~n ?1ffere_nt settlers sh~II ?e settled by the register and receiver of t~~ d1str1ct w1thm which the land 1s situated, subject to an appeal to, and a rev1s1on b.1~ the Recr~tary of the Treasury [Interior J of the United States.* SEC. L. And be it further enacted, That prior to any entries being made undC'r 
• Appellntc power vesf.t>cl in Commissioner of the Gcneml Land Office Seo 10th sec. net 12th June, LS5 ('itatutcs, vol. II., JI· 326). · 
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an<l by virtue of the provisions of this act, proof of the settlement and improvement thereby required shall be mado to the satisfaction of the register and receiver of the land district in which such lands may lie, agreeably to such rules as hall be prescribed by the ccretary of the Treasury [Interior]. who shall each be entitled to receive fifty cents from each applicant for his serviceg, to be rendered as nforesaid; and all assignments and transfers of the right hereby secured, prior to the issuing of the patent, hall be null and void.. . SEC. 13. And be it.further enacted, That before any person claimmg tho benefit of this act shall be allowed to enter such lands, he or she shall make oath before the receiver or register of the land district in which the land is situated (who are hereby nuthorized to administer the same), that he or he has never had the benefit of any right of pre-emption under this act; that he or she is not the owner of three hundred and twenty acres of land in any State or Territory of the Uuited States, nor hath he or she settled upon and improved said land to sell the same on speculation, but in good faith t.o appropriate it to his or her own exclusive use or benefit; and that he or she has not, directly or indirectly, made any agreement or contract, in any way or manner, with any person or persons whatsoever, hy which the title which ho or she might acquire from the Government of tho United tates should inure in whole or in part to the benefit of any person except himself or herself; and if any person taking such oath shall swear fol ely in the prrmise , he or she shall be subject to all the pains and pennlties of perjury, and shall forfeit the mouey which he or ~he may have paid for said land, nod all right and title to the same; and any grant or conveyance which he or she may havo made, except in the hands of bona fide purchasers, for a valuble cons1dcralion shall be null and void. And it shall be the duty of the officer administering rn~h oath to file a certificate thereof in the public land office of such district, and to transmit a duplicate copy to the General Land Office; either of which shall be good and sufficient evidence that such oath was administered according to law. 

SEC. 14. And be itjurthe1· enacted, Thnt this act shall not delay the sale of any of the public lands of the United States beyond the time wbich has bC'en, or may be, appointed by the proclamation of the President; nor sh_all the provisions of this act bo available to any person or persons who shall fail to make the proof and payment, and file the aflidavit required, before the day appointed for the commencement of the sales ns aforegaid. 
SEC. J 5. And be it furllur enarlfd, Tlrnt whenever any person has settled or shall settle noel improve a tract or land subject at the time of settlement to private entry, nncl shall intend to purchase tho same under the provisions of this act, such person shall, in the first c~se, within three months after the passaie of the Mme and in the last within thirty days next after tho date of such settlement, file ,;ith ti10 register 'or the proper district a written statement describing the lauds settled upon, and cleC'laring tho intention of such person to claim_ the same under the prov1sio[js of this act; and shall, where such settlement ts already made, within twelve months after the passni;re of this act, and where it shall hereafter be made, within the same period afler the date of such settlement, make tho proof; atlidavit, and payment here_in required;. and if he or she sh~! fail to file such wntten statement as aforesrud, or shall fail to make such affidavit, proof, and payment within the twelve months aforesaid, the tract of land so settled and improved shall be subject to tho entry of any other purchaser. .Approved September 4, 1841. 

(B.) 
A:8 ACT to nulhorlze the lnvcstlgntlon of nlle<?cd frnu<ls under the pro-emption law", "'nd for other purposes. 

Be it enacted by the &nale and H()'IJ,Se of Representatives of the Uniled States of America in Conyress assembled, That the Commissioner of tho General Land Office 
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be and he hereby is, authorized to appoint a competent agent, whose duty it 

sh~ll be under direction of said Commissioner, to investigate, upon oath, the cases 

of fraud uuder the pre-emption laws alleged to exist iu tho Columbus land district, 

iu tho Stale of Mississippi, referred to in the late annual report of said Commb

sioner communicated to Congress by letter of the Secretary of tho Treasury, date<l 

DeceU:ber the fifteenth, one thousand eight hundred and forty-two; and that such 

agent shall examine all witnesses who may be brought before him by tlie indi

vidual or individuals alleging the fraud, as well as those witnesses who may be 

produced by the p~rties in interest _to_ sustain said daims; and that ho be, and is 

hereby invested with power to adm1mster to such witnesses an oath to speak the 

truth i~ regard to any question which may be deemed neces ary to the full ex

amination of the cases so alleged to be fraudulent; and such testimony shall be 

reduced to writing, and subscribed by each witness, and the same returned to the 

Commissioner, with the opinion of said agent on each claim; and any witness so 

examined before the said agent, who shall swear willfully and falsely in regard to 

any matter or thing tourhing such examination, shall be subject, on conviction, 

to all tho pains and penalties of perjury; and it shall be the duty of tho Commis

sioner to decide the cases thus returned, and finally to settle the matter in con

troversy, subject alone to an appeal to tho Secretary of tho Treasury : Provided, 

Tbat the power conferred by this section upon such agent is hereby limited to tl,o 

term of one year from nnd after the date of this act; and tho compensalion to be 

paid to said agent shall not exceed three dollars per day for each day ho may bo 

necessarily engaged in the performance of tho duties required by this section. 

SEO. 2. And be it further enacted, That in any case where a party en titled to 

claim the benefits of any of tho pre-emption laws, shall have died before consum

mating his claim by filing, in due time, all the papers essontial to the establish

ment of the same, it shall be competent for tho executor or administrator of tho 

estate of such party, or one of tho heirs, to file tho nccessnry papers to completo 

the same: Prov,"dcd, That tho entry in such cases shall be made in favor of" tho 

heirs" of tho deceased pre-emptor, and a patent thereon sh::ll cause tho title to 

inure to said heirs as if their names had been specially mentioned. 
SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That every settler on section sixteen, reserved 

for the use of schools, or on other reserves or land covered by private claims of 

others, which was not surveyed at the time of such settlement, and who shall 

otherwise come within tho provisions of the se\·eral pre-emption laws in force at 

the time of tho settlement, upon proof thereof before the register of the proper 

land office, shall be entitled to enter, at the minimum price, any other quarter 

section, or fractional section, or fractional quarter section, in the land district in 

which such school section or reserve or private claim may lie, so as not to oxceed 

one hundred and sixty acres, not reserved from sale or iu the occupancy of nny 

actual bona fide settler: Provided, Such settlement was mado before tho date of 

the act of fourth September, eighteen hundred and forty-one, and after tho extin

guisbment of the Indian title. 
SEc. 4. Ana be it further enacted, That where an individual has filed, under tho 

late pre-emption law, his declaration of intention to claim tho benefits of said 

law tor 0110 tract of laud, it shall not be lawful for tho same individual at any 

future Limo to file a second declaration for another tract. 
SEO. 5. And be it further enacted, That claimants under the lnte pre-emptiou 

law, for land not yet proclaimed for sale, are required to make known their claims, 

in writing, to tho register of the proper land office, within three months from the 

date of this act when tho settlement has bee:i already made, and within three 

months from tho time of the settlemeut when such settlements shall hereafter be 

made, giving the designation of tho tract and the time of settlement; otherwise 

his claim to be forfeited, and tho tract awarded to tho next settler, in tho order 

of time, on the same tract of land, who shall have given such notice, and other

wise complied with the conditions of the law. 
SEO. 6. And be it further enacted, That whenever the vacancy of the office, 
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either of register or receiver, or of both, shall render it impo~siblo for t~10 _claim

ant to comply with any requisition of any of the pre-empt1o_n laws mthm tho 

appointed time, such vacancy shall not o~eratc to tbe d_etnmcnt of t~o p~rt)'. 

clniming in any re;pect to any matter essential t? the ~st~bhshmont of th~s claim. 

Pro<-idtd, That such requisition is complied with w1t~m tho same _per1?~ after 

tho disability is removed as would have been alloweu lum had such d1sab1hty not 

existed. 1 1· l d 
SEC. 1. And be it further enacted, That where a se~tler on t 10 P1;1b 1c an s ~ay 

reside on a quarter section, a fraction:i.1 quarter _section, or a fracnon of a section 

less than one hundred and sixty acres, and cultivated land on any other an~ dif

ferent tract of either of the descriptions aforesai?, he or sh!) shall b? ent1_tled, 

under the act of June tweuty-two, one thousand eight h\1n_d:ed and th1rty-e1ght, 

to tho same privileges of a choice between two legal subdms1ons of e_ach, so as ~o 

include his or her house and farm, not to excoc,l oue hundred ~n_d sixty acres m 

all, as is granted by tho first section _of that net to settlers res1dmg on a quarter 

section and cultiTating another and different quarter. . . 

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That where two or more pe~sons are res1~mg 

on any of tho species of tracts specified in section seve~ of this act, as requ_1red 

by the acts of the twenty-second of June, one thousand e1ghthundred and th1rty

eight, and the fir t of June, one thous~ud eight hund:cd and for_ty, and a~y one 

or more of said settlers may have cultivated Jan~ durmg the period of rt>sid_ence 

required by either of said nets on another and d1ffe:ent tract, or o~her and d1U:er

ent tracts, tho latter-mentioned settlers shall bo entitled to the ?pt1on of ente_ring 

the tract lived on, jointly with the other or others, or of aba1;1donmg the tra~t lived 

on to those who have not cultivated land as above required, ~nd entermg tho 

tract or tracts cultivated, so as not to exceed one hundred and sixty acres to any 

one settler who, by virtue of this section, is en_ti~led to a separate entry; or such 

joint settlers may jointly enter the tract so Jomtly occupied ~J: . them, and, m 

addition, enter other contiguous unoccur~ied lands, by legal sub?1.v1s10ns, so ~snot 

to exceed one hnndrod aud sixty acres m all to each of such Jom_t settlers. PrfJ

vided, That the extended privileges granted to prc-e~ptors by tins act shall not 

be construed to deprive any other actual settler of Ins or her previous and para

mount right of pre-emption, or to extend to lands reserved for any purpose 

whatever. . • h. th t th 
SEO. 9 . .And be it further ena~ted, That all persons commg wit m o en 

section of the act of tho fourth of September, eighteen hundred an~ forty-one, 

entitled, •· An act to appropriate the proceeds of the sales of the pubhc _lands and 

to grant pre-emption rights," shall be entitled t? t~10 right of pro-~mpt1on und~r 

its provisions, notwithstanding such perso1;1s cla1mmg tho pre-emption shall ha\~ 

settled upon and impro:ved the lands claimed before the same were _surveyed• 

Pr01Jided Such settlements were mnde before the date of tho aforesaid act, and 

after the' extinguishment of tho Indian title. And saiJ act sh_ull no~ be s? con

strued as to preclude any person who may have filed a notic~ of mtent1on to 

claim any tract of land by pre-emption, unuer said act, from tho r1g?t 8:llowed by 

law to others to purchase the s,1me by private entry after the expiration or tho 

right of pre-emption. 
Approved .March 3, 1843. 

(C.) 

AN ACT to extend pre-emption rights to ccrtnln londs therein mentioned. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and Jiouse of Representatives of the Uni~ States of 

America in Congre..,s assembled, That tho pre-emption laws of tho Umted States, 

as they now exist, be, and they are hereby, extende~ over t~e alterna~o reserved 

sections of public lands aloug tho lines of all the railroads m tho Umted States, 



572 WIIERE TO EMIGRATE, .AND WllY. 

/wherever public lands have been, or may be, granted by acts of Congress; and 
that it shall be the privilege of the persous residing on any of' said reserved lands, 
to pay for the same iu soldiers' bounty land warrants, estimated at a dollar and 
twenty-five cents per acre, or in gold and silver, or both together, in preference 
to any other persou, and at any time before the same shall be offered for sale at 
auction: Provided, That no pcr$On shall be entitled to the benefit of this act who 
bas not settled and improved, or shall not settle and improve, such lands prior 
to tho final allotment of the altcmate section~ to such railroads by the General 
Land Office: And providerl further, 1'hat the price to be paid shall, in all cases, 
be two dollars antl fifty cents per acre, or such other minimum price as is now 
fixed by law, or may be fixed, upon lands hereafter granted; and no one perRon shall 
have the right of pre-emption to more than one hundred and sixty acres: And 
provided further, 1'bat any settler who bas settled, or may hereafter settle, on 
lands heretofore reserved on account of claims under French, Spanish, or other 
grants which have been. or sbnll be, hereafter declared by the Supreme Court 
of the United States to be invalid, shall \Je entitled to all the rights of pre-emp
tion granted bytl11s act and the act of fourth of September, eighteen hundred 
and forty-one, entitled ".A.n act to appropriate the proceeds of the public lands 
and to grant pre-emption rights," after the lands shall have been released from 
reservation, in the some manner as if no reservation existed. 

.A.pproved March 3, 1853. 

(D.) 

.AN .ACT for the relief of settlers on Jnnds reserved for rnilrond purposes. 

Be il enacted by the Senate and IIou•e of Representative~ of the ll'nited States of 
.America in Congress <I1!Sembeld, That every settler on public lands which have 
been, or ma_y b~, withdrawn from market in consequence of propose~ railroads, 
and who had settled thereon prior to such withdrawn!, shall be entitled to pre
emption, at tho ordinary minimum, to the lands settled on and cultivated by 
them: Provided, 1'hey shall prove up their rights according to such rules and 
reo-u]atior,s as may be prescribed by the Secretary of tho Interior, and pay for 
th~ same before the dny that may be fixed by the President's . proclama'tion for 
the restoration of ~aid lands to market. 

.Approved March 27, 1864. 

THE IIOMESTE.AD L.A.W. 

(E.) 

.AN ACT to secure homestends to nctunl settlers on the public domnln. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and ll=e of Representatfres of the United States of 
America in Congr<ss assembled, That any person who is the bead of a family, or 
who has arri,·ed at the age of twenty-one years, and is a citizen of the United 
States or who shall have filed his declaration of intention to become such, as 
reqnir~d by the naturalization laws of the l:'nited States, and who bas ne".er 
borne arms again$t the United States Government, o~ given atd and comfort ~o its 
enemies shall from and after the first J anuary, eighteen hundred and stxty
three, b~ entitled to enter one quarter section or a less quantity of un_approp_riated 
public lands, upon which said person may have filed_ a pre-emptwn_ claim, or 
which may, at the time the application is made, be sub.1ect to pro-emption at one 
dollar and twenty-five cents, or less, per acre· or eighty acres or less of such 
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unappropriated lands, at two dollars an_d_fifty cents per acre, to be located in a 
body, in conformity to tho legal subd1v1s10n,s of the public land_s, and alte~ the 
same shall have been surveyed: Provided, That any person owmag and r~s1dmg 
on land m 3y, under the pro~isions of this ac_t, enter other land lymg c~nt1guous 
to his or her said land, which shall not, w!lh the !and so alreaay owned and 
occupied, exceed in the aggregate ouo hundred and si.xty acres. 

SEC. 2 . .And be itfurther enacted, Th.i.t the person applymg for _the benefit of 
tbis act shall, upon application to the register ?f th~ lantl offico m which he or 
she is about to make such entry, make affidavit _boforo the said register or re
ceiver that he or she is the heat.I of a family, or 1s tw~uty-ono or mo1:e years of 
age or shall have performed ser\'ice in foe army or navy of the Umted States, 
and that he has never borne arms against tho Uovcrnmcnt of _the_ U°:1tetl tates, 
or given aid and comfort to its enemie~, and t~at such. apphcat1on 1s made for 
his or her exclusive use and benefit, and that sat~ entry_is made fc_r t~1c purpose 
of actual settlement and cultivation, and not, either directly or mdu-cctly, _for 
the use or benefit of any other person or persons whomsoever; and upon filmg 
the said all:idavit with the reo-istor or receiver, and on payment of ton dollars, he 
or she shall thereupon be petmitted to enter the quantity of !and specified: Pro
vided however That no certificate shall bo given or pa tent 1ssncd therefor until 
the o~piration' of five years from tho d.ito of such entry: and if, at tho e~piration 
of snch time, or at auy time within two years thercafler, the person makmg such 
entry-or if ho be dead, ltis_wido,v; or iu case of h~r death, h!s hei_rs or devisee; 
or in case of a widow makmg such entry, her heirs or de,·1seo, m case of her 
death-shall prove by two credible witnesses that he, she, or they have resided 
upon or cultivated the same for the term of five years immediately succeeding 
tho time of fi!ino- the affidavit aforesaid, and shall make affidavit that no part of 
said land has be~n alienated, and that he has borne true alleginnce to the Gov
ernment of the United States; then, in such case, be, Fite, or they, if at that time 
a citizen of the U uitod States, shall be entitled to a patent, as in other cases pro
vided for by law: .,fo,{ pro ·ided further, 1'hat in case of the death of both father 
and mother, leaving an infant child, or children under twenty-one years of age, 
the right and fee shall inure to the benefit of said infant child or children; and 
the executor, administrator, or guardian may. at any time within two years after 
the death of the surviving parent, antl in accordance with the laws of the State 
in which such children for tho time being have their domicil, sell said land for 
the benefit of said infants, but for no other purpose; and the purchaser shall 
acquire the absolute title by the purchase, and be entitled to a patent from the 
United States, on payment of the office foes antl snm of money herein specified . 

SEC. 3. And be it further enar.ted, 1'hat tl1e register of the land office shall note 
all such applications on the tract books and plats of his office, and keep a regis
ter of all such entries, and make return thereof to the General Laud Office, 
together with the proof upon which they have been founded. 

SEC. 4. And be it furtlur enacted, That no lands acquired under tho provisions 
of this act shall in any event become liable to the satisfnction of any debt or debts 
contracted prior to the issuing of the patent therefor. 

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That if at any time after the filing of the 
affidavit, as required in the second section of this act, and before the expiration 
of the five year~ aforesaid, it shall l>c prorcn, after due notice to the rnttler, to 
the satisfaction of the register of t ho lantl office, that the person having filed such 
affidavit shall have actually changed !tis or her residence, or abandoned the said 
land for more titan six months at any time, then and in that event tho land so 
entered shall revert to the Government. 

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That no individual shall ha permitted to ac• 
quire title to more than one quarter section under the provisions of this act; and 
that the Commissioner of the General Land Olfice is hereby required to prepare 
and issue such rules and regulations, consistent with this act, as shall be neces
sary and proper to carry its provisions into elfect; and that the registers and 
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receivers of the several land offices sh3Il be entitled to receive the same com
pensation for auy lands entered unuer tho provisions of this act that they ar.i 
now entitlcJ to receive when the sauie quantity of laud is entered with money, 
one-half to bo paid by the person making tho :ipplicatiou at the time of so doing, 
and the other half on tbe i~suo of tho coitificate by the person to whom it may 
be issued; but this shall not be construed to enlarge the maximum ol' compensa
tion now prescribed by law for any register or receiver: Provided, That nothing 
contained in this act shall be so construed as to impair or interfere in any man-

• ner whatever with existing pre-E:mpt10n rights : ..1nd provided further, That 
all persons who may have filed their applications for a pre-emption right prior to 
tho passage of this act shall be entitled to all privileges of this act: Provided 
further, That no person who h~s served, or may hereafter serve, for a period of 
not less than fourteen days m the army or navy of the United States, either 
regular or volunteer, under the laws thereof, during the existence of an actual 
war, domestic or foreign, shall be deprived of the benefits of this act on account 
of not having attained the age of twenty-one years. 

SEO. 7. And be it further enacted, That the fifth section of the act entitled" An 
ac_t in addi~ion to nn act more effectually to provide for the punishment of certain 
crimes agamst the Urnted States, and for other pnrposes "approved the third of 
March, iu the year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven sh;ll extend to all oaths 
affirmations, and affidavits required or authorized by 'this act. ' 

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall be so construed 
as to prevent any person who has availed him or herself of the benefits of the 
first section of this act from paying the minimum price, or the price to which the 
same m~y !~ave graduated, for the quantity of land so entered at any time before 
the expir~tton of the five ye~rs, and obtaining a patent therefor from the Govern
~eo~ as m otbe_r cases pr?v1ded by law, o~ making proof of settlement and cul
tivation as provided by existrng laws grantrng pre-emption rights. 

.Approved May 20, 1862. 

(F.) 

AN ACT nmendatory of the homestead law, nn<l for other purposes. 

Be ~t en:V-ted by the Senat.e and Hou_~e of Representatives of the United States of 
~mer1ea in Col?,{Jrcss assemuled, That m case of any person desirous of availing 
himself of _the benefits of tbe homestead act of twentieth of May, eighteen hun
dred_ and s1xty-tw_o, bu~ who, _by reason of actual service in the military or naval 
s~rvi_ce of the United ?late~, 1s unable to do the persoual prclimicary acts at the 
d_1stnct land o~ce which the said ~ct of twentieth }.fay, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-two, reqmres, and whose family. or some member thereof is residin"' on 
the land which he desires to enter, and upon which a bona fide idtprovement° and 
settlement _have ~een made! it shall and may be lawful for such person to make 
the affi~v1t_ reqm_red by said act before tbe officer commanding in the branch of 
~he ?ervice m wln_ch t_bo party may be engaged, which affidavit shall be as bind
mg m law, and \\'Ith like penalties, aa if taken before the regi ter or receiver· 
and UJ?OU such affidavit being filed with the register by the wife, or other rcprc~ 
sentative of the party, the same ~han become effective from the date of such filin" 
provided the said applic:ition and affidavit are accompanied by the +'ee and co~: 
missions as required by law. • 

_SEC. 2. And be it further fr!actecl, That, besides the ten-dollar fee exacted by the 
sa1d act, the h~m?stcad apphc~nt shall hereafter pay to the register and receiver 
each, as comm1ss10n~, at the time of entry, one per ceutum upon the cash price 
as fixed by l~w of the land applied for, and like commissions when the claim is 
finally established and the certificate therefor issued as tho basis of a patent. 
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SEC. 3. And be it further enact.ed, That in any case hereafter in which tlic ap
plicaut for the bcoetit of the homestead, and whose family, or some member 
thereof, is resitliug on the land which he desires to enter, and upon which a 
bona fid,g improvement and settlement have been made, is prernnted, by reason 
or distance, bodily infirmity, or other good cause, from personal attendance at the 
district laud office, it shall and may be lawful for him to make tbe affidavit re
quired by the original statute before the clerk or the court for the county in 
which the applicant is an actual resideut, rmd to transmit the same with the fee 
and commissions, to the register and receiver. ' 

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That in lieu of the fee allowed by the twelfth 
section of the pre-emption act of fourth September, eighteen hundred and forty• 
one, the register and receiver shall each be entitled to one dollar for their sen-ices 
in act,iog upon pre-emption claims, and shall be allowed, jointly, at the rate of 
fifteen cents per hundred words, for the testimony whicl, may be reduced by 
them to writing for claimants in establishing pre-emption or homestead rights; 
the regulations for giving proper effect to the provisions of this act lo be pre
scribed by the Commissioner of the General Land Office. 

SEO. 5. And be ii further enacted, That where a pre-emptor has taken the initia
tory steps required by existing laws in regard to actual settlement, and is called 
away from such settlement by being actually engaged in the military or rrnval 
service of the United States, and by rea on of such absence is unable to tprear 
at the district laorl office to make, before tho register or receiver, the affidavits 
required by the thirteenth section of the pre-emption act of fourth September, 
eighteen hundred and forty-one, the time for filing such affidavit and m~king final 
proof and entry of location slrnll be extended six months after the expiration of 
his term of service, upon satisfactory proof, by affidavit or the testimony of wit
nesses, that the said pre-emptor is so in the service, being filed with the register 
of the land office for the district in which his settlement is made. 

SEC. 6 . .And be it further enacted, '.l.'hat the rep:i ters and receivers in the ~t11tc 
of California, in the State of Oregon, and in the Territories of Washington, Nevada, 
Colorado, Idaho, New Mexico, and Arizona, shall be entitled to collect and receive, 
in addition to the fees and allowances provided by this act, fifty per centum of 
said fees and allowances as compensation for thL'ir services: Provided, That the 
salary and fees allowed any register or receiver shall not exceed in the aggregate 
the sum of three thousand dollars per annum. 

Approved March 21, 1864. 

(G.) 

AN .A CT for tho disposal or tl,c pnhlic Jnnds for homcsten<l nclunl Mttlement In the Stutes or 
Alnbruna, Mis,issippi, Louisiana, Arkans.,s, and }'loridn. 

Be it encv.:ted b-!J the Senal.e and Ilou,~e cf RPpresentative-~ of the i:nited States of 
.America in Congress assembled, That, from and after the pas,nge of this act, all 
the public lands in the States of Alal>ama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and 
:Florida shall be disposed of according to the stipulations of the homestead law 
of twentieth :May, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, entitled '' 1\ n act to secure 
homesteads to actual settlers on the public domain," and the act supplemental 
thereto, approved twenty-first of J\Iarch, eighteen hundred and sixty-four, bnt 
with this restiiction, that until the expiration of two years from and after tho 
passage of this act, no entry shall be made for more than a half-quarter section, 
or eighty acres; and in lieu of the sum of ten dollars required to be paid by the 
second section of said act, there shall be paid the sum of five dollars at the time 
of the issue of each patent; and that tho public lands in said States shall be dis
posed of in no other manner after the passage of this act: Provid,ed, That no dis
tinction or discrimination rha!l l>o made in tho construction or execution of this 



57G WIIETIE TO E~HGRATE, AND WIIY. 

net on account of raoo or color: And provicled further, That no mineral lauds shall 
be liaulo to entry and settlement under its provisions. 

i:iEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That section sooon.d of tbo above-oitod home
stead law, entitled "Au act to secure homesteads to actual settlers on tho pnblio 
domain," approved May twentieth, eighteen hundred and sixty-two, ue so 
amended as to read as follows: That tl ,e person applyin:r f.Jr the benefi t of this 
uct shall, upon application to the registf'r of tho Jan I office in which he or ~ho is 
about to make such entry, make affida\'it before the said reg:ster or rect'iver that 
be or she is tho bend of a family, or is twenty-one years or more of age, or shall 
have performed service in the nrmy or navy of tho United States, and that such 
application is made for bis or her exclusive use and benefit, and that said entry 
is made for the purpose of actual settlement and cultivation, and not, either 
directly or iudireclly, for the use or benefit of any other person or persons whom
soever; and upon filing the said affidavit with the register or receiver, and on 
payment of five dollars, when the entry is not more than eighty acres, ho or ~ho 
shall thereupon be permitted to enter the amount of land specified: Provided, 
however, That no certificate shall be given or patent issued therefor until tho 
oxpiration of five years from the date of such entry; and if, at tho expiration or 
such time, or at any time within two years thereafter, the person making such 
entry, or, if ho be dead, his widow, or, in case of her death, his heirs or devisee, 
or, in case of a widow making such entry, her heirs or devisee, in case of her 
death, shall prove by two credible witnesses that he, she, or they harn resided 
upon or cultirntc,l the same for the term of five years immediately succeeding 
the time of filing the affidavit aforesaid, and 8hall ruake affidavit that no part of 
said land has been alienated, and that ho will bear truo allegiance to the Govern
ment of the United States; then. in such case, he, she, or they, if at thnt time a 
citizen of tho United f\tatcs, shall bo entitled ton patent, as in other ca~es pro
vided by law: .And proridedfurther, That in caso of tho death of both father and 
mother, leaving au infant child or children under t wenty-oue years of agt', tho 
right and fee shall inure to the benefit of said infant child or children; and the 
exccuror, administrator, or guardian may, at any timo within two years alter tho 
death of the surviving parent, and in accordanco with tho laws of the State in 
which such children, for the time being, havo their domicile, sell said land for tho 
benefit of said infants, but for no other purposo. anti the purchaser shall acquire 
the absolute title by the purchase, and be entitled to a patent from the United 
Statrs on the payment of the office fees and sum of money herein specified: I'ro
vided, '!'hat until the first day of ,January, eighteen hundred and sixty-seven, any 
person applying for the benefit of this act shall, in addition to the oath herein be
fore required, also make oath t r.at he has not borne arms against the United 
States, or given aid and comfor~ to its enemies. 

SEC. 3. A nd be it further enactP.d, That all tho provisions of the said homeste::id 
Jaw, and the act amcndatory thereof, approved March t\\"enty-fir~t, ei!(hteen 
hundred and sixty-four, so far as the same may be applicable, except ~o fur as 
the same are modified by tho preceding sections of this act, are applied to allll 
mado parL of this act as fully as if herein enacted and set forth. 

Approved June 21, 1866. 

APPLICATION/ 

No.- f 

(l.) 

HOMESTEAD. 

LAND OFFICE at ---, ---, 18 

I, --- ---, of---, do 111:?reby apply to enter, under the provisions 
of the acL of Congress approved May 20, 1862, entitled "An act to secure home-
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steads to actual settlers on the public domain," the --- of section---, in 
township --- of range.---, containing --- acres. 

L.u."'D OFFICE at ---, ---, 18 

I, -------, Register of the laud office, do hereby certify that 
the above application is for surveyed lands of the class which tho applicant is 
legally entitled to enter under the homestead act of May 20, 1862, and that there 

is no prior, valid, adverse right to the same. 

( Affidavit.) 

(2.) 

HOMESTEAD. 

Register. 

L.u."'D OFFICE at---

( Dai,e.)--

!,-------------, of--------------, having 
filed my Application Ko.----, for au entry under the provisions of the act of 
Congress, approved May 20, 1862, entitled "An act to secure homesteads to 
actual settlers on the public domain," do solemnly swear, that [Here state whethe,

the applicant is the head of a family, or 011er twenty-one years of age; whtlher a 

citizen of the United States, or has filed his declaration of intention of becoming such ; 
or, if under twenty-one years of w1e, that he has served not less than fourteen days in the 
army or navy of the United States during actual war; that said .Application 

No.--- is made for his or her exclusive benefit; and that said entry is made for 

the purpose of actual settlement and cultivation, and not, directly or indirectly, for the 

use or benefit of any other person or persons whomsoever.] 
Sworn to and subscribed, this -- day of ---, before 

[ Register or Receiver] of the Land Office. 

37 
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UNITED STATES LAND OFFICES. 

OHIO. IOWA. OREGON. 

Chillicothe. 

INDIANA. 

Indianapolis. 

ILLINOIS. 
Springfield. 

MISSOURI. 

Booneville, 
Ironton, 
Springfield 

ALABAMA. 
Mobile, 
Iluntsvillc, 
Montgomery. 

MISSISSIPPI. 

Jackson. 

LOUISIA A. 

New Orleans, 
Monroe, 
Natchitoches. 

l\IICIIIGAN. 

Detroit, 
East Saginaw, 
Ionia, 
:Marquette, 
Traverse City. 

ARKANSAS. 

Little Rock, 
w· ashington, 
Clarksville. 

FLORIDA. 

Tallahassee. 

Fort Des :Moines, 
Council Bluffs, 
Fort Dodge, 
Sioux City. 

WISCO :rsIN. 

Menasha, 
Falls of St. Croix, 
Stevens' Point, 
La Crosse, 
Bayfield, 
Eau Claire. 

CALIFORNIA. 

San Francisco, 
Mary ville, 
Humboldt, 
Stockton, 
Visalia, 
Sacramento. 

NEVADA. 

Carson City, 
Austin, 
Belmont. 

W ASIIINGTON 

Olympia, 
Vancouver. 

:MINNESOTA. 

Taylor's Falls, 
St. Cloud, 
. Winnebago City, 
St. Peter, 
Greenfoaf, 
Du Luth. 

T. 

Oregon City, 
Roseburg, 
Le Grand. 

KANSAS. 

Topeka, 
Junction City, 
Humboldt. 

NEBRASKA. 

Omaha City, 
Brownsville, 
Nebraska City, 
Dakota City. 

EW MEXICO T. 

Santa Fe. 

DAKOTA T. 

Vermilion. 

COLORADO T. 

Denver City, 
Fair Play. 

IDAHO T. 

Boie City, 
Lewiston. 

MONTANA T. 

ilelena . 

ARIZONA T. 

Prescott. 

NATURALIZATION. 

ANY adult alien, or foreigner, whose native country is at 
peace with the United States, may become a naturalized citi
izen on the following conditions :-

1st. Provided that, after a residence of three years in the 
United States, he shall declare his intention to become a citi
zen according to the following 

DF.CLA.RATION OF INTENTION. 

IN THE COURT OF --- Fon Tf!E CITY AND 

COUNTY OF ---

1, ........... ............................................ . 
do declare on oath, that it is bona fide my lNTENTIO:N to become 
a CITIZEN of the UNITED STATES, and to renounce forever 
all allegiance and fidelity to any foreign prince, potentate, State 
or sovereignty whatever, and particularly to the-----, of 
whom I am a subject. 

Sworn t!tis clay of , 186 . 

2d. Provided he has reside<l one year within the State 
where he makes his application. 

3d. Provi<led he has behaved as a num of good moral char
acter up to the time of his admission. 

4th. Provide<l he shall satisfy the Court and declare on oath 
that it was his bona fide intention to become a citizen during 
the three years preceding his application, and makes oath that 
he will support the Constitution of the United States, and 
abjure all allegiance forever to his native country, and re
nounce his title or order of nobility, if he have any. 

Two years after declaring his intention, the foreigner ,vho 
has complied with the foregoing conditions, will, upon applica
tion to the Court, rccei ve the following 
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CERTIFIO.A.TE OF CITIZENSIIIP. 

BE IT REMEMBERED, that on the --- day of--
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and -- ap
peared in the COURT OF-- (the said Court being a COURT OF 
RECORD, having common law jnri, diction, and a Clerk and Seal), 
and applied to the said Court to be admitted, to become a C1n
ZEN OF TUE UxrrED STATES OF A:uERICA, pursna!lt to the direc
tions of the Act of Congress of the United States of America, en
titled, "An Act to establi h an uniform rule of N atnralization, and 
to repeal the Acts heretofore passed on that subject," pa sed 
April 14, 1802; and the Act entitled, "An Act for the regulation 
of Seamen on board the public and private vessels of the United 
States, passed March 3, 1813; and the Act relative to evidence 
in ca cs of Naturalization," pa sed March 22, 1816; and the 
Act entitled, "An Act in further addition to an Act to cstabli h 
an uniform rule of Naturalization; and to repeal the Acts hereto
fore passed on that subject," passed May 26, 1824; and an Act 
entitled, " An Act to amend the Acts concerning N atmalization," 
passed l\fay 24, 1828; and an Act to amend. the Act entitlcc1 
"An Act for the regulation of Seamen on board the public and. 
private vessels of the United State, ," pas. cd June 26, 1848, anrl 
"An Act to secure the rights of Citizenship to the children of 
Citizens of the nited tates, born out of the limits thereof," 
passed 10th February, 1854. And the saic1 applicant having 
thereupon pro<luccd to the Court such evidence, made such decla
ration and renunciation, and taken such oaths as are by the 
said Acts required: TuEREUPON IT WAS onDERED BY TUE SAID 
COURT, that the aid applicant be admitted, anc1 he wa. according
ly admitted to be a CITIZEN OF TUE UNITED STATES OJ!' A~rnRICA. 
In Testimony 1Vliereof, the Seal of the said Court is hereto a:{fix
ecl, this -- day -- of--- 18 --, in the ---- year of 
the Independence of the United States. 

J. S., Cleric. 
By the Court. 

If any alien who has complied with the necessary conditions 
should die before he is actually naturalized, his wife and chil
dren may become citizens upon taking the prescribed oaths. 

The children of persons duly naturalized, if minors at the 
time their parents were admitted to the right of citizenship, 
shall, if dwelling in the United States, be deemed citizens 

without taking out papers to that effect. 
Any applicant for the rights of citizenship who has resided iu 
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the United States during the three years next preceding his 
arriving at the age of twenty-one years, may di1:-pense with 

the declaration of intention. 
If the applicant is of age, and has been a soldier in the 

army of the United States, and honorably discharged there
from, he may be admitted as a citizen after a continued resi

dence of one year within the United States. 



ROUTES FOR TIIE EMIGRANT, FARES, ETC. 

T1rn foreign emigrant, upon his arrival in this country, will 

probably have gold and silver money, which at present com

mands a premium over the paper money of the United States 

of from thirty to forty per cent.-that is, for every dollar rn 

gold coin he may get at any respectable broker's office one 

dollar and thirty or forty cents in the currency of tlie United 

States. The premium :fluctuates, but is quoted daily in the 

newspapers of all the large cities. 
Emigrants should be cautious in making this exchange, as 

well as in the purchase of railway or steamship tickets. Swin

dling exchange and ticket offices exist in New York, and there 

are plenty of bad men here, as in other large cities, who arc 

continually seeking to defraud the inexperienced of their 

money. 
Ilaving decided upon his route, it will be best for the emi

grant either to buy his ticket at the ticket agency in Castle 

Garden, or go directly to the office of the railway by which he 

intends to leave New York, and after making the necessary in

quiries, to purchase there a ticket through to the point nearest 

his destination. There is no charge for small children, and 

those between the ages of four and twelve years are taken at 

half fare. 
All railways in the United States allow the emigrant ·at 

least eighty pounds of luggnO'c, for which no charge is made. 

More than this amount is generally charged for. This luggage 

must be contained in trunks, chests, or other convenient and 

usual packages. 
Furniture, &c., will not be taken, unless as freight; in 

which case it must be well boxed, its destination plainly 

marked upon it, and a receipt obtained for it at the office of 

the railway by which it goes forward. It is not economy to 
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transport ordinary bulky furniture such as bedsteads, bureaus, 

&c., far by rail. The freight is often as much as the cost of 

new articles, which can be bought in most parts of the West 

and South as wanted. 
Most of the great trunk or through lines run trains es

pecially for emigrants, charging about two-third,; first-class 

fare . "Emigrant trains" leave New Y. ork daily on each of the 

great roads leading ·west, starting generally about seven 

o'clock in the eYening, and connecting through to all points 

in the '\Vest. Emigrant cars are not as comfortable as first

class cars, and emigrant trains move more slowly than the 

regular passenger trains, or at about the speed of '' fast freight" 

trains. The average time to Dunkirk by emigrant trains is 

twenty-five hours; to Cincinnati, two days; to Chicago, two 

and a half days; to St. Louis, three days; the trains stop

ping three times, daily, to enable the pa sengers to get food . 

An excellent and economical plan is to provide a basket and 

fill it with cooked provisions before leaving New York, so 

that in case of delay along the line the traveler need not go 

hungry. 
The emigrant who leaves New York for the interior by rail 

may choose either of the three following routes. Fares to 

prominent points in the West are the same upon either:-

l.-TIIE ERIE RAILWAY, 

This great railway extends from N cw York to Dnn kirk, on 

the shores of Lake Erie, 460 miles. It runs through a pleasant 

country, abounding in fine scenery. It is a "wide gauge" 

road, the cars being wider and more comfortable than those 

upon" narrow gauge" roads. At alamanca, forty-five miles 

this side of Dunkirk, this road connects with the Atlantic and 

Great We tern Railway (also wide gauge). This is a favorite 

route to the West, connecting at Cincinnati with the Ohio and 

1Iissis ippi Railway, which stretches away to St. Louis. 

At Dunkirk the Erie Railway connects with the Lake Shore 

line, which skirts the southern shore <?f Lake Erie, and forms 
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connections with all the railway lines penetrating the South 

and West. 

2.-IIUDSON RIVER AND NEW YORK CENTRAL. 

These two railways form a connecting line from New York 

City to Buffalo and iagara Falls, connecting at Buffalo with 

the Lake Shore road, and at Niagara Falls with the Great 

Western Railway of Canada. 
The lludson River and New York Central line is a very 

favorite passenger route. It passes through many leading 
cities of New York State, including Albany, the capital. 

Time and fare same as by the Erie. 

3.-CENTRA.L NEW JERSEY .A.ND PENNSYLVANIA CENTRAL. 

These two roads form a connecting line, without change of 

cars, from New York City to Pittsburg, situated in the west

ern part of Pennsylvania, upon the Ohio River. Railways 

connect this point with all parts of the West and South, and 

during the greater portion of the year passenger steamboats 

run down the river, forming water connections with all points 

upon the navigable rivers of the 1Vest and South. Passengers 

on these boats are entitled to meals without extra charge. 
These are the three great lines of railway travel leading 

West from New York City, and each of these roads run emi

grant trains daily. As has been stated, the fares are generally 
the same upon either route, unless, as is sometimes the case, 

a temporary rivalry cuts down the price. 

Steamships run regularly between New York and Richmond, 

Savannah, Mobile, and New Orleans, and there are also lines 

of railway extending to those points, giving the emigrant 
choice between a land and water route. 

When ocean .or inland water communication is available 

this method of travel is sometimes preferable, especially to those 

with large families and much luggage. The river and rail-
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road systems of our country are so extensive that nearly every 

desirable point for the emigrant may be reached with very 

little wagon transportation. Nearly all the great rail way lines 

are so connected that the termini of each are simply transfer 

points, whence the traveler may proceed without delay to his 
destination. Emigrants destined to any of the following 

States, from New York may find the following directions useful. 

TO MICIIIG.A.N. 

If to central or northern portions of the State, travelers can 
take either the Erie Railway, or New York Central, connect

ing at Niagara Falls with the Great Western Railway of 

Canada, for Detroit. Fare to Detroit, first-class, $16.45 ; 
second-class, or emigrant, $10.15. If to the southern or south

western part, take Lake Shore ro::i.d, at Buffalo or Dunkirk, 

and connect at Toledo with the Michigan Southern. This 

last road runs from Lake Erie to Lake Michigan, with several 

prominent stations along the route, whence the emigrant can 

find convenient access to points desired. Fare to White 

Pigeon, a central town on this road, first-class, $20 ; emigrant, 

$11.90. 

TO U..LINOIS, 

To reach northern or western portions of this State, emi

grants will go direct to Chicago, having a choice of the three 
great lines from New York. Fare to Chicago, first-class, 

$20; emigrant, $13. To reach southern Illinois, take Erie 

route and its connections, Atlantic and Great Western, 

Bellefontaine, Terre llaute and Alton, or from Cincinnati via 
Ohio and Mississippi Railroad. F:a.re to Mattoon, a central 

point in southern Illinois, first-class, $25.20 ; emigrant, 

$13.95; to Odin, on Ohio and Mississippi emigrant, $14.85. 

'IO WISCONSIN. 

Passengers desiring to reach the southern portions of Wis

consin, will proceed direct to Chicago, from whence there is a 
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choice of routes to western, interior, an<l northern WiRconsin. 
A popular an<l pleasant summer route, is via the Detroit and 
Milwaukee Railroad, crossing Lake J\lichigan l,y steamer to 
Milwaukee. Fare to Madison, the capital of Wisconsin, and 
a central point, first-class, $24.45; emigrant, $17.60. 

TO IOWA. 

Direct to Chicago; thence by most direct route to the Mis
sissippi River, taking such road as strikes nearest point in 
Iowa to desired destination. Fare to Dubuque, Dunleith, and 
Davenport, first-class, $28.50 ; emigrant, about $19. To 
Des Moines, emigrant, $23. 75. 

TO l\DNNESOTA. 

First to Chicago ; thence by most direct route to the Mis
sissippi River, where steamers pass daily, bound for St. Paul 
and intermediate ports; or take railruad through ·Wisconsin : 
choice of two or three routes. Fare to Austin, a river town in 
southern Minnesota, first-class, $35.G5; emigrant, 827.80. 
To St. Paul, first-class, 40.85; emigrant, $33. From these 
points, railroads run to tho interior of the State. 

TO MISSOURI. 

To northern part : Take Erie or New York Central route, 
and connect through to Quincy, Ill., striking the Hannibal 
and St. Joseph Railroad which traverses the northern part of 
the State. 

To central or southern part : Take either of the three routes 
from New York, and connect through to St. Louis. I~are to 
St. Lonis, first-class, $30.50; emigrant, $16.10. To Quincy, 
first-class, $28; emigrant, $16.30. 

TO KANS.AS. 

Go direct to St. Louis or Quincy; thence to St. Joseph or 
Kansas City; from which points easy communication can be 
had with Leavenworth; first-class, to Leavenworth, $39.70; 
emigrant, $22.85. 
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TO NEBR.ASK.A. 

Best route is via Chicago, thence direct to Omaha. From 
this last point the great Pacific Railroad stretches nearly 
across the continent. Fare to Omaha, first-class, $42; emi
grant, $26.80. To Kearney, first-class, $61; emigrant, $40. 

TO DAKOTA. 

There is no railway extending to this Territory as yet. 
Emigrants will proceed to Omaha or Sioux City, and take 
steam boat for Y ancton, the capital of Dakota. 

TO COLOR.A.DO. 

By the way of Chicago, Omaha, and the Pacific Railroad, 
to Cheyenne, where a branch road to Denver is being con
structed. Fare to Cheyenne, first-class, $80.70; emigrant, 
$68. 70. To Denver, $92. 70 for first-class; no emigrant rates 
at present, beyond Cheyenne. 

TO .ARIZONA. 

To reach this Territory travelers, at present, generally pro
ceed to California, thence l,y coast steamers to Gulf of Cali
fornia. No rates of far.e obtainable. 

TO UTAH AND l\IONT.AN.A. 

These Territories are roached by way of the Pacific Rail
road, already extended nearly to Salt Lake City. Fare to 
Salt Lake, first-class, $152; emigrant, $140. From Salt Lake, 
emigrants for Montana proceed by private conveyance, or by 
stage-coach; no rates of fare can be given as reliable. 

TO THE PACIFIC ST.ATES, 

.A.t present the most convenient and most economical route 
to the Pacific i.s by steamer, via Panama or Nicaragua, to San 
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Francisco. Fare varies from $50 to $250, depending upon 
competition of rival lines. When overland railway com• 
munication is complete, rates will doubtless be more uniform 
and favorable for the emigrant. 

TO VIRGINIA. 

Errugrants can go by water to Norfolk and Richmond for 
from $5 to $6, or by rail, to the same and other points, at about 
two-thirds first-class rates. 

TO WEST VffiGINIA. 

Take Pennsylvania Central Railroad, or Baltimore and Ohio 
route. Fare to Wheeling, first-class, $13.50; emigrant, $8.20. 
To Parkersburg, first-class, $16.50; emigrant, $10.25. 

TO NORTH CAROLINA. 

Travelers have a choice of land or water route, the latter 
most economical. Rates of fare by water are not fixed, but 
special advantageous contracts can at all times be made for 
parties traveling together. 

TO GEORGIA. 

Same facilities as those last abovementioned. Steamers 
run regularly between New York and Savannah, connecting 
at latter point with interior lines of railway. Fare to Savan
nah, first-class, $35; to Macon, $40; emigrant tariff not es
tablished, but, as a general thing, about two-thirds first-class 
rates. 

TO ALABAMA. 

By steamer to Mobile, or choice of several inland railroad 
lines. Fare to Mobile by rail, first-class, $50.50; Montgom
ery, $48; Decatur, emigrant, $20.10. 
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TO MISSISSIPPI. 

By rail to Cairo; thence down Mississippi River by steamer. 
Fare, first-class, to Vicksburg, $57; emigrant, $26.20. To 
Jackson, first-class, $48 ; emigrant, about $30. 

TO LOUISIANA. 

Several routes are open to the traveler; all sea voyage from 
New York City ; part rail and part river travel, via the Mis
sissippi River, and all rail, via three or four routes. Most 
comfortable inland route probably by rail to Cairo, thence 
down the river to New Orleans. Fare by ocean route, first
class, $60; emigrant, $30; vict Cairo and Mississippi River, 
emigrant, $27.20. 

TO TEXAS. 

Travelers can go direct from New York to Galveston by 
steamer or sail vessel, or by inland or ocean route to New 
Orleans, thence by steam on the Gulf. Fare by ocean route, 
direct, steam, first-class, $70 ; emigrant, $35. 

TO TENNESSEE, KENTUCKY, AND ARKANSAS. 

Take either of great railway lines to Cincinnati or Cairo, 
connecting at these points with steamers down the river. If 
the interior portions of Kentucky or Tennessee are to be 
reached, take railroad at Covington or Louisville, thence 
south to destination. Fare to Nashville, first-class, $30.50; 
emigrant, $19.20. To Memphis, first-class, $38.25; emigrant, 
$21.20. To Louisville, Ky., first-class, $23; emigrant, $13.70. 
To Lexington, first-class, $22.50; emigrant, $13.50. To Na
poleon, Arkansas, first-class, $!6.25 ; emigrant, 24.20. To 
Little Rock, first-class, $54.25; emigrant, $28. 

The reader will bear in mind that these rates of fare are 
subject to change, but in all probability they will be reduced 
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rather than increased. The emigrant desiring to reach an::,
particular point not mentioned in this chapter, can examine 
the general map of the United States, and by reference to rate 
of fare to nearest point of destination, form a tolerably correct 
estimate of the cost of reaching his journey's end. Cards of 
distances and time schedules can be obtained on a11 roads. 

TIIROUGIT EMIGRANT TARIFF, DECEMBER, 1868. 

Children under four years of age, free. Between four and twelve, half price. 

EACH ADULT PASSENGER ALLOWED EIGHTY POUNDS OF LUGGAGE. 

Luggri~e 
per 100 

FROM NEW YORK TO lbs. Fare. 

Adrian ........... Mich.$2 65 $10 80 
Agency City ...... Iowa . .4 25 .. 22 50 
Alton .... .... .... ... lll .. 4 l O .. 15 40 
Anu.A.rbor ....... Mich .. 2 50 .. 11 25 
Atchison ....... Kansas .. 5 20 .. 23 35 
Ashtabula •....... Ohio .. 2 15 ... 8 60 
Appleton .......... Wis . .4 35 .. 20 JO 
.Austin ........... lllinn .. 5 40 .. 27 80 

Berlin ............. Wis .. 4 50 .. 19 25 
Beloit ............. Wis .. 3 70 .. 16 00 
Bloomington . . . .. . . . Ill .. 3 7 5 .. 1 7 2 5 
Burlington ........ Iowa .. 3 90 .. 19 00 
Baton Rouge, La., Cairo 

and Steamer .......... . 5 30 .. 27 20 
Beaver Dam ....... Wis . .4 00 .. I 7 90 

Chicago ... . .. ...... Ill .. 3 20 .. 13 00 
Cinpinnati . .. ...... Ohio . . 3 05 . . 11 50 
Cairo ............... Ill .. 4 30 .. 18 20 
Cedar Rapids ...... Iowa . .4 GO .. 20 50 
Cleveland ......... Ohio .. 2 30 ... 8 95 
Columbus ......... Ohio .. 2 70 .. JO 00 
Crestline .......... Ohio .. 2 50 ... 9 45 
Centralia .. .......... Ill . .4 00 .. 15 35 
Conncil Bluffs, via C. and 

N. W. Railway .. Iowa .. 6 40 .. 29 50 
Council Bluffs, via St. 

Joseph ......... Iowa .. 5 55 .. 2G 30 
Cheyenne .... Dakota Ter .14 30 .. 68 70 
Clarksville ... ..... Tenn . .4 20 .. 19 20 
Chattanooga ...... Tenn .. 4 70 .. 20 70 

Luo-"'o"o 
J>eillio 

FROM NEW YORK TO lbs. Fare. 
Dunkirk .......... N. Y. $1 90 5,G 50 
Decatur ........... A.la . .4 60 .. 20 IO 
Dubuque .... ..... Iowa .. 4 45 .. 19 60 
Dunleith . . . . . ...... Ill . .4 40 .. l 9 50 
Detroit ........... 1Iich .. 2 40 .. 10 l 5 
Detroit, via Toledo. Mich .. 2. 60 .. l 1 15 
Des Moines ....... Iowa. ,5 65 .. 2:l 75 
Davenport ..•..... Iowa .. 3 85 .. 18 60 

Erie ............... Pa .. 2 05 ... 8 30 
Ellsworth ...•.. Kansas .. 8 45 .. 38 85 

Fairfield .. ........ Iowa .. 4 15 .. 21 G5 
Fort Wayne ........ Ind .. 2 90 .. ll JO 
Fond du Lac ....... Wis . .4 15 .. 18 75 
FortIIayes ...... Kansas .. 9 30 . .41. 35 
Fort Riley ...... Kansas .. 7 45 . . 31 85 
Fairbault ......... Minu .. 5 80 .. 30 20 

Galena ............. Ill .. 4 30 .. 19 45 
Green Bay ....... Wis . .4 50 .. 21 25 
Grand Rapids ..... Mich .. 2 90 .. 12 95 

Hanniual. .... ...... Mo . .4 2(1 .. 17 30 
IIoricon ........... Wis .. 3 95 .. 17 50 
IIerrman ......... .. Mo .. ~ 50 .. 17 75 
Helena, Cairo and Steam• 

er .............. Ark . .4 GO .. 22 20 
Hastings or Prescott.Minn .. 

Indianapolis ........ Ind .. 3 20 .. 12 35 
Iowa City ......... Iowa . .410 .. 20 15 
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TIIROUGH EMIGRANT TA.RIFF-Continued. 

Lu~gnge 
per 100 

FROM NEW YORK TO lbs. Fare. 
Independence ..•. lowa.$4 90 $21 50 
Iowa Falls ........ Iowa . • G 40 .. 23 00 

Joliet .............. Ill .. 335 . . 1480 
J effersonville ....... Ind .. 3 •10 .. 13 20 
J efferson City ....... Mo .. 4 75 .. 18 G5 
Janesville ......... Wis .• 3 70 .. 16 00 
Jackson .......... Mich .. 2 65 .. 12 45 
Julesburg ..... Colorado.12 15 .. 58 30 
Junction City .. .. Kansas .. G 60 .. 32 10 

Kenosha.· . ..... ... Wis .. 3 45 .. 14 80 
Kalamazoo ........ Mich .. 3 00 .. J:l 00 
Keokuk .......... Iowa .. 4 10 •. JG 80 
Kansas City ......... Mo .. 5 50 .. 21 85 

Lawrence ... ... . Kansas .. 5 7 5 .. 24 60 
Lake Pcp:n ....... Minn .. 5 60 .. 23 50 
Louisville .......... Ky .. 3 45 .. 13 70 
La Crosse ......... Wis . .4 85 .. 23 50 
Logansport .. .... ... Ind .. 3 15 .. 12 45 
Leavenworth .... Kansas .. 5 40 .. 22 85 
Lexington .......... Ky .. 3 65 .. 13 50 

Madison ........... Ind .. 3 35 .. 12 75 
Madison ........... Wis . .435 . . 17 60 
Milwaukee, via Chica-

go ............. . Wis .. 3 65 .. 15 50 
Milwaukee, via D. and M . 

R.R ............ Wis .. 3 20 .. 13 00 
Marshall .......... Mich . . 2 75 .. 13 00 
Mendota ........... Ill .. 3 50 .. 16 40 
Muscatine ........ Iowa .. 4 00 .. 19·70 
Mattoon ............ Ill .. 3 65 .. 13 95 
Mineral Point ...... Wis .. 4 35 .. 19 70 
:Manchester ....... Iowa . .4 80 .. 21 25 
Memphis, Tenn., Rail from 

Louisville ............. 4 40 .. 21 20 
Memphis, Tenn., Cairo &; 

Steamer ............. .4 40 .. 21 20 
Minnesota Junction.Wis .. 3 !);; .. 17 50 
Manhattan ...... Kansas .. 7 20 .. 30 50 
Minneapolis ....... Minn .. _5 90 .. 33 00 

Niagara Falls ...... N. Y .. 1 80 ... 6 00 
Nashville ......... Tenn . .4 20 .. 19 20 
Nebraska City ..... Neb .. 5 85 .. 26 30 
Natchez, Cairo and SLeam- · 

er ............. Miss .. 5 00 .. 2'7 20 
New Orleans, La., Cairo 

and Steamer ........... 5 00 .. 27 20 
Ne\v Orleans, La.. Rail • 

from Louisville ..•..... 5 00 .. 29 7 0 

FP.OM NEW YOT!K TO 
Napoleon, Ark., Cairo &; 

Lu!!'g-rige 
per 100 

lbs. Fnre. 

Steamer ..........•. $4 70 $24 20 

Oshkosh ........... Wis . .4 20 .. 19 30 
Omaha, via C. and N. W. 

Railway .... Kebraska .. 6 50 .. 30 00 
Omaha, via St. Jos .. Neb .. 5 65 .. 26 80 

Paris'. .....•..•... Tenn .. 4 25 .. 19 45 
Parkersburg ...•• W. Ya .. 2 60 .. 1 0 25 
Portage CiLy ....... Wis .. 4 60 .. 19 30 
Peoria . ......... .. .. Ill .. 3 80. 14 10 
Prairie du Chien .... Wis . .4 80 .. 21 60 
Pittsburg •........•. Pa .. 2 20 . .. 7 10 

Quincy ...•......•.. Ill . .4 05 .. 16 30 

Racine ............ Wis .. 3 50 . . 15 15 
Rock Island ......... Ill .. 3 85 .. 18 60 
Redwiug ........ . Minn .. 

Springfield .......... Ill .. 3 85 .. 14 90 
St. Louis ........... Mo . .4 20 .. 16 10 
St. Joseph .......... Mo .. 5 10 .. 2185 
St. Paul, via Rail. .. Minn .. 5 90 .. 33 00 
Shclbyvillo .......... Ill .. 3 85 .. 14 45 
Salt Lake City ..... Utah. 26 90. 140 00 
St. Charles ......... Mo .. 4 35 .. n 10 
Sioux City ........ Iowa .. G 95 .. 34 00 
Salina ..••.... Kansas .. 8 O'O .. 35 85 

Terre Ilaute •....... Ind .. 3 45 .. 13 25 
Toledo .......... Ohio .. 2 55 .. 10 35 
Topeka ••...... . Kansas .. 6 40 .. 26 60 

Union .......•..... Iud .. 3 00 .. 11 30 

-Vincennes ......... Ind .. 3 7 5 .. 13 90 
Yicksburg, Miss., Cairo 

and Steamer .... ...... .4 90 .. 26 20 
Yicksburg, Miss., Rail 

from Louisville ........ 6 00 .. 33 70 

White Pigeon .... .. Mich .. 3 00 .. l l 90 
Watertown ....... . Wis .. 3 90 .. 17 25 
Wabash ........... Ind .. 3 00 .. 11 60 
Washington ....... Iowa . .4 20 .. 20 80 
Washington ........ Mo . .4 50 .. 17 70 
Wheeling .. ...... W. Ya .. 2 30 . . 8 20 
Winoua .......... Minn .. 5 20 .. 27 50 
White River, Ark., Cairo 

and Steamer ........•• 4 70 .. 2-120 
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