
NBW 
M&XICO 

OKLAHOMA 

8R 



HE MAGIC VALLEY of the lower Rio Grande takes 
its name from the unusually favorable relationshiv 
of the three principal factors that go into the make 

up of any country. First, warm equable climate, varying 
from 86 degrees mean August temperature, the hottest 
month, lo 50 degrees the mean January lempe1·ature, the 
coldest month. Second, the fertile soil, largely formed from 
the alluvial deposits of river silt, deep, rich and easy to 
handle. Third, the water, a small amount of which comes 
from natural rainfall averaging 23 inches over the past 
forty-five years. This is not enough lo interfere with plant• 
ing, cultivation and harvesting, nor with the dirt roads, 
which are kept ~ell graded, leading lo every farm, nor with 
the finest system of hard surfaced highways to be found any
where, and yet this 23 inches is enough lo reduce the need 
for irrigation lo a minimum. The grower, therefore, has 
his irrigation water availab~e when he needs it for the bes t 
interests of his growing crops. There is another advantagf" 
of Rio Grande water which is used for all irrigation in the 
Magic Valley, and that is that the equivalent of over a ·ion 
of average commercial fertilizer is deposited as silt on the 
land to which the water is applied for every acre foot of 
water used on thi land. 

Thi combination of warm equable climate the year 
round, a naturally fertile, alluvial soil, and irrigation waler 
that tends to keep this soil fertile in the face of such heavy 
yields, makes plant grow as if by some supernatural powe1·, 
hence the name MAGIC VALLEY. 

I. C. ENGELMAN INC. 
am eRkWl[ VULH mm LMillt. 
IALl& UffiCE; 122S MiCAiit liLD&. 

ST. LOUIS, MO, 
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Introduction 
J. I. McGREGOR, Agricultural Agent, 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC LINES 

TH E SOUTHERN PACIFIC LI ES are a comparatively recent factor in 
the development of the Magic Valley, but, as is their policy wherever these 

lines serve, their primary aim is to stimulate and to assist, to the fullest extent, 
the economic development of this great garden spot, and to this end it is using, 
and will continue to use, all of the powerful resources and influences and all of 

the transportation efficiency at its command. 

The outhern Pacific Lines are, and have always been, one of the pioneering 
deve loping railroads; building into a new country full of latent development 
possibilities and by the rendition of efficient service, causing these new section 
to become highly developed, prosperous com munities with a happy and a satisfied 
citizenry. You will find this true of the west, in Oregon, California, Nevada, 
Utah and Arizona, you will find it true of their pioneering lines along the west 
coast of Mexico, and you will a lso find it true of these lines in Texas and Louisi
ana, for it was the first railroad to build in either of these states. Along its 
lines everywhere they were built you wil l also find pro perous organized and 
stabilized communities a nd cities building up, demonstrating that the original 
judgment behind the building of these lines was sound, even though at the 
time of construction it took farsighted men to visualize a civ ilization in the 
o called wild lands of the west. But for circumstances, over which the manage

ment of the Southern Pacific Lines had no cont rol, it would have built the pio

neering line into the Magic Valley of the lower Rio Grande Val ley in 1903. 
l lowever, after over twenty yea rs delay the ambition of the outhern Pacific 

is rea li zed and they are in and serving the people of the Magic Valley. 

The purpose of this little booklet, the foreru nner of others of a simi lar nature, 
1 to furnish true, reliable information about the Valley to outsiders who may 
become interested when the facts are made known. No other region in the United 
States offers such opportunity for the profitable investment of time, labor, in
telligence and capital as does the Magic Va lley of the lower Rio Grande today. 
While to many the information given in the succeedin g pages of this li tt le book
let may seem to be too good to be true, the invitation to one and all is, do not 
accept these descriptions a lone, ve rify them through a personal visit to one of 
the world's greatest garcen spots, the Valley of t he Lower Rio Grande, for only 
seei ng is believing. 
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The type civ
ilization form
erly supported 

by raw land 
wilhout water. 

Irrigation waler 
from the Rio 

Grande made the 
difference. 

Dates and grapes 

promise to be 
two of the most 
important crops 

in the future. 
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The Magic 
Valley grows 
all tropical 
and subtropi-

cal fruits. 
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B ea utiful and liv
able fa rm h om es 
a r e f o und 
thro ughout t h e 

Valley. 

H a r d surfaced 
roads connect the 
Valley from one 
e nd lo the other. 
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Location 
TI IE MAG IC VALLEY of the lower Rio Grande is the outhernmost part 

of Texa , also of the Lnited States. It is se\'eral hundred miles further south 
than is southern California, and Bro,,·ns,·ille, the large t city Ill the \'alley, is 
about forty miles further outh than is :vliami, Florida. 

The Magic Valley i roughly triangular in shape with the apex at Rio Grande 
City, and extending ea tward along the northern side of the Rio Grande to the 
Gulf of Mexico. The average width of the \ "alley is about 30 miles. The Mex
ican side of the Rio Grande \'alley is not considered in this booklet. I mmedi
ately north of the Magic \ 'alley lies a narrow strip of country which is used as 
dry land farming country. Thi belt runs from a few miles wide to about twenty 
miles wide and extends to the Gulf Coast. Immediately north of the dry land 
belt and also running ea t and west, i the /\rte ian belt which is irrigated from 
arte ian wells. 

There are, at present, twel\'e primary and several small irrigation system 
in the Magic Valley. These primary y terns with O\'er 2000 miles of main canals 
are valued at 13,500,000, which represents actual in\'estment: and are designed 
to water 500,000 acres. There were 430,000 acres under cultivation la t year. 
In addition to the seventy thomand acres, still under canal sen·ice and not under 
cultivation, it i estimated there i between 300,000 and -W0.000 more acre in 
the Valley subject to irrigation , or a total of 800,000 to 900,000 acres in the 
:\1agic \ 'alley as irrigated or prospective irrigated land . 

It is possible that by concreting all canals, main lines anJ laterals, that suf
ficient water wi ll be available to irrigate all land suitable for cultivation in the 
Magic Valley. 

Extending through the Lower Rio Grande \"alley are one hundred and ten 
mi les of paved highways, and O\'er ten million dollars in bonds have been voted 
to be expended on additional paYed roads. 

The combination of the :,oil , climate, water, paYed highways and efficient 
rail transportation, make the .\lagic Valley one of the mo t pleasant and pro
fitable places to live to be found anywhere on earth. 

The eyes of the nation ha\'e been turned on Texas in general and on the 
Magic Val ley of the Lower R io Grande in particular within the past few months, 
as a p lace to live pleasantly, happily and profitably. The area of the valley is 
limited and natural ly the number of people that will be fortunate to get to live 
in this garden spot will also be limited. You are hereby invited to spend your 
next vacation investigating and inspecting the .\ lagic \ 'alley. The nearest South
ern Pacific repre cntative listed on the inside back page of this book will be glad 
to give you fu ll information about the trip. 
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Lateral irrigation 
ditches in Citrus 
orchards and on 

truck land. 

Right, a section of one of 
the main canals. 
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Left, 
Water 
Gates. 
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Irrigation Facilities 
'y !HERE SUFFlCI ENT WATER is available and where natural rainfall 

VV is not too heavy to enable men to control, to a large extent, their moisture 

supply, farming with irrigation is the safest and most satisfactory method of 

farming known to man and in very few places are these conditions more ideal than 

in the Magic Valley of the lower Rio Grande. The twenty-three inch annual 

rainfall of the valley is not sufficient to materially over supply moisture at any 

one time, but it is sufficient to reduce the need for irrigation water to a low 

amount. Different crops require from one to two, and some crops require as 

high as five irrigations during the season. Insofar as water facilities have been 

supplied for over 70,000 acres, that are not at present under cultivation, and 

further, in that there is sufficient water available from the Rio Grande, it is 

estimated, to irrigate an additional 300,000 to 400,000 acres, there is sufficient 

land to enable a great many people to own a few acres and become independent. 

The revenue from ten acres of land under irrigation exceeds many times the reve

nue from a like amount of land using any other system of farming. 

Irrigation water from the Rio Grande carries as hi gh or higher silt plant food 

content than water from any other river, exceeding even that from the Nile 

River in Egypt, as has been demonstrated by comparative chemical analyses of 

the two waters. This is one of the important factors in maintaining the fertility 

of the soil in the Magic Valley in view of such heavy acreage production. 

There is present between 20,000 and 24,000 pounds of silt in every acre foot 
of Rio Grande water which is supplied to the land with the water. This is 
equivalent to heavy applications of fertilizer annually and helps to insure a con
tinually fertile soil. 

The soils of the valley being of alluvial or semi-alluvial origin, are highly pro
ductive and suited to a wide variety of crops. The heavier soils are proving to be 
well adapted to vegetable crops. Citrus fruits are proving profitable on all of 
the soils that are well drained, and the majority of the Rio Grande Valley soils 
are well drained. The drainage problems are taken care of in connection with 
the irrigation system. General farm crops grow profitably upon all types of ag
ricultural soils. 

Those who are unfamiliar with irrigation and its results might be prone to think 
that farming under such conditions would be an expensive operation. 1 t is true that 
it does cost more to operate, but special crops, commodities for early market, and 
the extremely high acre yields, give production costs that will compare favor
ably with any section and the higher out of season market price offers a greater 
margin of profit on the commodities produced. 
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An irrigated two hale to 
the acre cotton field. 

Cotton after it 
is picked in 
wagons wail
ing to he 

ginned. 

Page Eigbt 

Above, R h o d e s 
grass hay curing 

in the field. 

Left - A h eny 
f ee d crop of 

grain sorghum. 
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Staple Crops 

0 E OF THE TH REE main classes of crops grown 111 the Valley is staple 

crops, including cotton, corn , ( for feed as distinguished from green corn for 

roasting ears) all the varieties of grain sorghum, both saccharine and non-sac

charine, such as red top, feterita, milo maize, kaffir corn , etc., rhodes grass, alfalfa 

and cow peas. The last two are legumes and are used in the crop rotation as a soil 

conditioner, in addition to their very high values as food crops. 

In the 1925 season , when the average cotton section of Texas produced very 

little cotton, due to the drought, the ;\tlagic Valley shipped 100,448 bales. In the 

1926 season the Magic Valley shipped over 128,000 bales. Cotton averages from 

two-thirds of a bale to one and one-half bale per acre, and valley cotton being the 

first cotton on the market usually brings the highest price of any cotton produced 

in the south. 

Broom corn usually proves a profitable crop as it reaches the market when 

stocks are becoming low. The crop i· planted in February or March and the 

first cutting is in July, and the second in September. The third cutting i some

times taken in 1ovember. Broom corn yields about one-half ton per acre per 

cutting. The grain sorghums are \·err valuable as a feed crop, both for feeding 

on the farm and also for sale. Rhodes grass yields three to four cuttings per 

year with an a\·erage of one and one-half ton per cutting. The hay usually 

sells from 12.00 to 15.00 per ton. Reseeding of rhodes grass is necessary on~y 

every three or four year . Alfalfa yields approximately one ton per acre per 

cutting, with five to six cuttings per acre average, although some growers have 

obtained as many as ten cuttings 111 a season. Alfalfa hay brings the grower 

from $16.00 to 25.00 per ton. 

Staple crops, under irrigation , are proving highly profitable by themselves, 

but as part of the general farm sy tern, with citrus and truck , they are proving 

even more so. These feed crops particularly are necessary for dairying and poul

try raising which i treated on the following page. 

The Magic Valley has become so recognized for its fitness for growing cit

rus fruits and ,\·inter truck that its ability to produce staple crops is often over

looked. I ligh acre yields rendered possible by irrigation water, even on so called 

high priced land really makes for a low cost of production. Furthermore, these 

commodities are matured and placed on the market when stocks are low and 

highest market price are usual!_\· receiHd. 
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This chart was compiled from figures furnished by the leading successful truck farmers of the Magic Valley, They do not represent the average 
of all growers but do represent the average over a period of several years of the growers who furnished the data, 

Only the leading crops grown are shown in this table. Many special crops are grown in smaller acreages, such as parsley, dandelions, sweet 
potatoes, English peas, rhubarb and many others. 

TIME TIME Average Ret;urns Per Acre Amount of 
KIND OF CROP OF OF Production Per Cost of Seed Per REMARKS 

PLANTING MATURITY Per Acre Acre Production Acre 

Sept. I 5-Oct. I. Nov. 5-Nov. 20. 
BEANS Feb. I ll!ar. I. Mar. 20-Apr. 15. 165 bu. $330. 00 $110. 00 1 to l½ bu. Giant stringless and 'A'hite Wa."< best varieties. 

BEETS Oct. I Dec. 1. Nov. 15-Jan. 30. 350 bu. 350. 00 172. 50 4 to 6 lbs. Beet!I are very hardy and can be planted to best hit market. 

CABBAGE July I-Dec. I. Oct. 10-;\lar. 15. 9 Tons. 110. 00 45. 00 ½ to I lb. Prices fluctuate widely. Plant for early market or March market. 

C'AL;LlFLO\\'ER July I-Dec. 1. Oct. 10-Apr. I. 3½ Tons. $100 to $400 75. 00 5 to 6 ozs. Extra early snowball best variety. Crop is gaining in popularity. 

('lJC\lMBERS Feb. I lllar. 1. Aµr. 1-May 5. 150 bu. 250. 00 60. 00 l½ to 2 lbs. Early cukes bring fancy prices. Sold for table use. 

CELERY ~pt. 1-Feb. I. Jan. 15-Mar. 20. 5 
Just beginning to be grown commercially. Available data on valley celery indicates 

to 6 ozs. extremely high net acre returns. 
-

CARROTS Sept. !-Jan. I. Nov. 15-Mar. 15. 300 bu. 275. 00 150. 00 2 to 3 lbs. Easy to grow. Wide variation in price. 

CANTALOUPES Feb. 1-May I. May 15-June 15. 1 
Unable to secure accurate data on cantaloupes. However, yields are high and prices 

to l½ lbs. very attractive for early melons. 

July 1 ·Aug. 15. Oct. 15-Dec. I. 
EGG PLANT Jan. I-Mar. I. May !-July I. 250 bu. 250. 00 75. 00 ¼ to ½ lb. Egg Plants have been known to yield over $750.00 per acre. 

Aug. 15 Sept. 30. Oct. 20-Dec. 15. 
POTATOES ( \\"hite) Jan. I-Ma,. 1 Mar. 5-Ylay 15. JOO bu. 275. 00 100. 00 15 to 20 bu. Certified seed potatoes yield douh'e or more than common stock. 

LET1TCE Sept. I-Jan. 1. Nov. 1- Mar. I. 250 hu. 220. 00 75. 00 l lb. Lettuce can be put on the market at the time of high prices. 

MUSTARD Feb. l ·l\lar. 15. ,\pr. 10-lllay 20. 300 bu. 150. 00 43. 00 2 lbs. Fits in with mixed cars of vegetables. 

July 1- Aug. 1. Nov. 1-Dec. 15. 
PEPPERS Jan. 1 Feh. I. May I-June I. 350 bu. 350. 00 110. 00 ¼ to I lb. Ruby King most popular. Good in mixed cars. 

RADISIIES Oct. 1 Feh. I. Nov. !- Mar. I. 200 bu. 175. 00 70. 00 5 to 8 lbs. Used largely as a catch crop. Yields very prolifically. 

Jan. 15 Feb. 15. Apr. 1- May I. Becoming one of the Magic Valley's leading crops for early spring and late fall mar-
ROASTING EARS Sept. !-Oct. I. Nov. 15-Dec. 15. 125 bu. 125. 00 36. 00 5 to 6 lbs. kets. 

SPINACH Sept. 1-Feb. I. Nov. 20-Apr. I. 350 bu. 125. 00 53. 00 6 to JO lbs. Best used in small patches by individual truckers. Price uncertain. 

WATERMELONS Feb. !--Mar. I. May 15-July I. I½ to 2 lbs. :May watermelon., command fabulous prices. 

Dec. 1-Feb. I. Mar. 15-May 15. 
TOMATOES July I-Sept. I. Oct. 15-Dec. 15. 350 crates 440. 00 140. 00 ! lb. Yield we!! in both spring and fall. An impartant crop. 

SQUASH (Summer) 
Jan. I-Mar. I. 
Sept. I-Nov. I. 

Mar. 10-May 10.1 
Nov. 15-Jan. 15. 150 bu. 150. 00 45. 00 2 to 3 lbs. A good mixed car vegetable. Bears over a Jong period. 



Second in im
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ley crops are 
truck and berries. 
They fit in t h e 
farming operation 
particularly well 
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the citrus or-

Truck crops groH11t 

You will notice in the 
table on the preceding page 
a detailed story of the truck 
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The following table showing the number of cars 
shipped from the Rio Grande Valley in the truck season 
from 1919 through 1926 season, emphasizes how rapidly 
the truck industry has grown: 

Jan. 1st, to April 30th, 1919 ___ __ ------- 1207 cars 
Jan. 1st, to April 30th, 1920 __ ---··-· ___ 4631 cars 
Jan. 1st, to April 30th, 1921 ___ .. --······ 3117 cars 
Jan. 1st, to April 30th, 1922 _________________ 5413 cars 
Jan. 1st, to April 30th, 1923 .. ____________ 2633 cars 
Jan. 1st, to April 30th, 1924____ ______ _ __ 10641 cars 
Jan. 1st, to April 30th, 1925 ____________ 11878 cars 
Jan. Isl, to April 30th, 1926 _______________ 15633 cars 

The figures for 1926 are up to and including May 31st, 
1926. There was some mo'-'iment after that date, bring
ing the total up to about 16,1)00 cars. 

chards t o come 
into maturity. It 
must be rement• 
bered that these 
c o m m o d i ties ; 
truck of all kinds, 
strawberries, dew
b er ri es, black
berries etc., c a n 
be put on the 
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market at a sea
son when no 
other section can 
get them to mar
ket. The heavy 
winter truck 
movement is 
from Jan u a r y 
1st to April 30th. 

in the Magic Valley. 

tailed study. The a~·erages 
are taken from the returns 
of successful growers of these 
commodities throughout the 
Magic Valley, and we have 
made a particular attempt to 
keep them on a very conserv
ative basis. 



An orchard o f 
two year o ld 

trees. 

Lower righ t, 
a mature 

grove. 

A close up showing the h eavy 
production o f fruit. 
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A first year citrus 
orchard. 
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Citrus Fruits 

C 
ITRCS FRUITS are the Valley's primary crop and Texa grapefruit is 

conceded to be a fine as any produced in the world, being cla ed by many 
authorities as being equal to the fruit grown on the Isle of Pines. which has 

always been considered the best grapefruit grown. It is the ambition of the 
average farmer in the Valley to own and develop a citrus orchard. Experience 

has demonstrated that grapefruit is the most profitable citrus fruit that is grown 

m the Valley because of the high quality fruit that can be produced. 

Raw land in the Valley sells on the average for about 150 up per acre, 

depending on location, and it costs about 50.00 per acre to get it cleared and 
placed under ditch for irrigation. The total cost of bringing a citrus orchard into 

bearing amounts to between 700.00 and 1000.00 per acre. An orchard is con
sidered to be in bearing at five years of age. The average orchard at five years 
should produce an average of four and one-half to five boxes of fruit to the 

tree, and seventy trees are the average number planted to the acre. This gives 

a yield of from 300 to 350 boxes of fruit to the acre, at an average price of 3.00 
per box, which shows a gross income of approximately 1000.00 per acre from 
a citrus orchard at five years of age. These figures are a nry conservative 

average of the commercial orchards in the Valley, from which actual figures 
are available. From these figures you can see that the gross income from one 

acre of citrus at five years of age will just about equal the total cost of the 

orchard, including the cost of the land up to that time, and production in

creases after the fifth year. Trees bear, to some extent, at three to four years 

of age, producing one to two boxes of fruit. At ten years of age an orchard 

should average from twelve to fifteen boxes of fruit per tree, and individual 

trees have been known to produce as h igh as twenty to twenty-five boxes. Figur
ing an average for a ten year old or better orchard at twelve boxes per tree, 

gives an average of 840 boxes per acre, which at 3.00 per box, gives a gross income 
of better than 2500.00 per acre, and these returns have proven to be what 
an orchardist can reasonably expect from a ten year old orchard that has re-

ceived the proper care and attention. 

There are very few orchards over ten years old m the valley, for the citrus 

industry is of comparatively recent development. 
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A three year 
old gro ve 
showing palm 

windbreaks. 

Right, center, 
a three year 
old tree h eavi-

ly loaded. 

The branches are so h eavily 
loaded they are weighted to 

the ground unless 
propped up. 
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Note the palms in the 
foreground used as a 
windbreak in this ma-

ture citrus grove. 
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Citrus Fruits- concluded 

Another fact to bear in mind is that the area that is adapted to the growmg 

of citrus fruit , from a climatic standpoint, is limited and that a country wide 

competition can ne\'er be haJ in these products. Oranges and grapefruit s are 

selling as hi gh or higher today than they have any previous season a nd the 

demand for them is steadily increasing. Many physicians advise them as a 

regular diet from a health standpoint. 

The principal citrus fruits grown in the Magic \'alley are grapefruit, oranges, 

lemons and limes. ~o attempt will be made to go into the different varieties of 

these fruits as there are many varieties that do well in the valley. 

The following table of citrus development indicates the rapidity of citrus 

development, particularly since 1924. It was at this time that the realization 

of the pos ibilities of citrus fruit first became generally known from the re

sults that were being obtained by the plantings of five years or more previously. 

Citrus fruit will ultimately be the Valley's greatest commodity and the one 

that will bring in the highest return. 

Prior to 1918 there were planted 111 the Valley 700,000 citrus trees of all 

varieties. The plantings for the years since then follows: 

19 18-19 citrus trees planted ....... ....... ...................................... I 50,000 
1919-20 citrus trees planted .... ..................................... .......... 300,000 
1920-21 citrus trees planted ... .................... ............................. 300,000 
192 1-22 citrus trees planted ....... ........ .... ..................... ............ 200,000 
1922-23 citrus trees planted .................... ............ .................... 244,825 
1923-24 citrus trees planted ........................... ............ ............ . 440,000 
1924-25 citrus trees planted ............... .... ........................... ...... l , I I l,347 
1925-26 citrus trees planted ....................... .................... ......... 1,250,000 

Grand total of all trees ..... ...... .................................... 4,696, 172 

Figuring an average of seventy trees to the acre this would give the Valley 

approximately 67,000 acres of citrus groves. The nurseries of the Valley now 

have approximately 6,000,000 young trees growing, including those budded and 

those to be budded. 
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A 
Valley 
dairy 
herd. 
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Hogs, a lfalfa and g r ai n 

makes winning combination. 
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D airying and Poultry Raising 

TWO OF Tl IE INDLSTRI ES that offer great opportunity for uccess have 

never been developeJ on a large scale in the Valley and consequently offer 

exceptional opportunity. These two industries are dairying and poultry rais

ing. With the feed crops growing throughout the winter, and with uch warm 

winter climate, the highest production per cow can be maintained here of any 

section in the l 'nited tate, and the production per cow is the directly governing 

factor in dairy profits. In aJdition the expensive barns required in the northern 

states are not needed, as the cows are allowed in the open practically all of the 

time except at milking time. Poultry raising is destined to become one of the 

Valley's leading industries because under proper management, egg production 

is obtained from November to February, which is the season of the year when 

eggs are very scarce and bring the highest market price. In addition baby chicks 

can be hatched in the fall and frier put on the market in the early spring at 

a time when market data shows us that friers bring the highest market price. 

Further, pullets five and ix months old can be delivered to buyers at a time 

when the average northern hatcherie are forced to deliver baby chicks, thus 

enabling the purchaser to gain five or six months in the age of his flock. All 

of the feeds neces ary for poultry rai ing are being grown successfully in the 

Rio Grande \'alley and this combination of soils and climate is proving un

beatable in the poultry indu try as in the citrus and truck industry. 

Bee culture in the \'alley is also proving highly profitable as citrus blooms 

and the natural wild flowers, of which there are a great profusion, furnish the 

bees with an abundance of material for making honey. The bees in the Magic 

Valley do not hibernate in the winter and are consequently on the job every day 

in the year. According to the last United States census report, a higher return 

was received from the investment in bees than from the investment in any other 

type of agricu ltural commodity, averaging nearly JOO percent or better per year. 

The fact that alfalfa and other leguminous crops, as well as uch a wide 

variety of feed crops grow o well offers an ideal condition for the profitable 

raising of hogs, particularly as part of the dairy operation. Ho.;s can be raised 

and fattened here at as low or lower per pound cost than anywhere else in the 

United State . 
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Fishing and 
hunting in the 
Magic Valley 
is unexcelJed 
in the nited 

States. 

Upper picture 
shows d ee r 
hunters with 
their two 
bucks. Left 
center, ducks, 
r i g h t center, 
Canadian 
geese and low
er picture a 
good catch of 
Silver Kings 

or Tarpon. 
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Personality ~{e Magic f7alley 
ORDINARILY when the term personality is u edit refers to an individual , 

but there is no other term that describes the friendly appeal , with the atmos
phere of doing things, the spirit of working together, the feeling of things being 
successfully accomplished , the touch of wholesome playfulness and the many other 
outstanding characteristics that go to make up the life of the Magic Valley. 
One can actually feel the valley spirit on first arrival. The number of cars 
found in valley towns, the friendly greetings received, the manner in which 
everyone seems to have a definite aim in view with a resolution to accomplish 
his objective within the shortest length of time, all go to make \'alley personal
ity stand out as few other places have ever done. There is an old saying in 
the Valley that "when you have once taken a drink of Rio Grande water that 
you a re sold on the Valley and hould you leave, you wi ll alway come back. " 
This thought naturally comes from the fact that when one become associated 
once with uch a hustling, thriving community, that no other place ever gives ex
actly the ame feeling and uffer on comparison with the Valley so that the desire 
to come back to the Valley is prevalent. 

Space here does not permit the mentioning of all the element that go to 
create the personality of the Magic Val ley. l lowever, mention might well be 
made of the Valley Chamber of Commerce which is the parent organization of 
the chamber of commerce in each of the larger towns of the Valley. This 
organization is composed of the executive of the local chambers of commerce 
and was created for the purpose of treating the Valley and its problems of 
growth and development, as a whole. 

Between the different sections of the Valley, surrounding the different towns. 
one finds a very wholesome spirit of the keenest rivalry which is conducive to 
the highest type of development. l lowever, on \'alley wide matters of interest, 
one finds the entire Va lley sticking together as one individual to further its 
interests or to protect its rights. 

It is hard to define a ny city limits in the Valley, it being essentially an 
agricu ltural country and the towns are the centers of agricu ltural sections. 

In addition to the chambers of commerce we find luncheon clubs, including 
Rotary, Lion' etc., in practically all of the \ 'alley towns. This pirit of "get 
together" naturally enables the different towns to treat all of their problems 
as a whole and elimin ates the friction within that is usually fo und in so many 
of the American citie . Possibly one of the most important factors that makes 
li fe in the Rio Grande \'alley outstanding, is the \'alley Federation of Women 's 
C lubs. This is the parent organization for women's clubs thruout the Va lley 
and is not a woman's club in name only for it is one of the most active in
fluences in the Va lley. The women acting together in this organization have 
been responsible fo r the highly deve loped socia l life in the Valley, the high 
standard of home life, and of living, as well as many other practices that in
fluence socia l and home li fe. 1 n the \ 'a ll ey also are practically all of the fraternal 
orga nizations; and Va lley citizens are cooperating in organization of Water 
Users' As ociation , citrus exchanges, pres associations, farm bureaus and other 
sim il ar organizations. 

One of the things that the Va ll ey especia lly prides itself on is one of the 
finest school system in the l 'nited States. The schools are not only large and 
commodiou , but are of the very finest types and many hundreds of thou a nds 
of dollars have been voted for the continuation of these great chools. Co-
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Personality ~te Magic Valley-Concluded 
operative high schools are found thruout the YaUey in addition to the great 
number of grade schools, affording adequate facilities at every point in the Valley. 

Practically every variety of religious denomination is represented with hand
some churche thruout the Valley. A great many non-denominational com
munity churches have been established, which have proven very successful. 
in addition to the great denominational churche which are found in practical
ly every community. 

Possibly the three things that the Valley pride itself on most, as a place 
to live, in addition to its climate and other natural advantages, i its churches, 
its schools, and its paved highways. A community that possesses these three 
factors as highly advanced as they are in the VaUey, together with the climate 
which is healthy for man and beast, and productive for a]] growing things, with 
its very fertile soils, offers an opportunity for happy, successful lives that is 
seldom found anywhere el e. Valley air is especially soothing and healing to 
persons suffering from diseases of the lun gs. Every person who is not fully 
satisfied with where he i , whether it be from a health standpoint, climatic 
standpoint, poor oil tandpoint or whatever it may be, owes it to him elf to 
fully investigate the wonderful opportunities offered in this Magic Valley of 
the Lower Rio Grande. 

The Magic Valley i not booming and the citizens of the Valley are doing 
everything in their power to prevent a boom. The gro\\'th is rapid but on a firm 
foundation , for the Valley has the properties that will go to make it one of the 
most highly developed parts of the country. 

Recently the commissioner of immigration in one of the northern states 
is ued a bulletin in which he spoke very uncomplimentary, not only of Texas 
as a whole, but of the Magic Valley in particular. The Magic Valley has nothing 
to offer that has to be sold sight un een- It invites the fullest inve tigation 
by personal inspection, thru the securing of authentic information from recog
nized sources, and thru any other means available to the applicant, about its 
resources and possibilities. I lad this commissioner of immigration made such 
inspection for himself he could not have issued such a bulletin as he did and 
certainly everyone who speaks unkindly of other people or other section , par
ticularly in an official capacity, should have made a thorough examination be
fore launching such an unwarranted attack. 

The descriptive matter in this little booklet is for your information in order 
to help you to decide whether you will be intere ted in such a country if the 
facts, as described, were borne out on careful in pection. Every new citizen of 
our country is urged to come down and persona]ly select his land for the Valley 
is as desirous of selecting good citizens for their neighbors as new comers are of 
selecting good lands for profitable farming operations. Texas is a large State 
and consequently contains some land which is not desirable from an aaricultural 
standpoint and unfortunately, unscrupulous promoters have sold land of this 
kind to buyers who did not take the trouble to find out what they were pur
chasing and for that reason we urge every prospective new-comer, whether it 
be to the Magic Valley of the Lower Rio Grande, or any other section of this great 
State, which abounds in opportunity, to make a careful examination and selec
tion before he invests money in Texas property. Our lands and development 
will stand such examination and inspection and by so doing the new-comer not 
only protects himself, but the good name of the State of Texas. 
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.---------·:-JIJf::··-----------. GENERAL OFFICERS AND REPRESENTATIVES 

CIVIC DEVELOPMENT 
I 

THE Magic Valley 

HEAVY acre yields, due to the inherent fertility of the soil , intensive culti

vation, sufficient irrigation water for growing crops, together with the natu

ral limitation of the territory that po esses all these characteristics, combine to 

cause a higher order of intensive development. Farms are small in size and 

people live closer together. The entire Magic Valley could almost be clas ed 
as one large city, developed around certain civic centers for it is almo t im

possible to tell when urban development ends and suburban development begins. 

Edinburg, J\1cAllen, Mission, Harlingen and San Benito are the larger towns 

of the Valley and are growing larger every day. There is the keenest rivalry 
between all Valley towns for they are all wide awake and growing. Browns

ville, the southernmost city of the J\1agic \'alley as \\'ell as of the rest of the 

Cnited States, is the largest Valley town, having some 20,000 population. On the 

new Southern Pacific Line from Edinburg to I larlingen the following towns have 
been opened up: 

Stations-Edinburg to / I arlingen 

San Carlos ........................................... . 
LaBlanco ............................................... . 
Elsa ....................................................... . 
LaVilla 
Valencia ............................................... . 

' Santa Rosa ........................................... . 
Primera ................................................. . 
llarlingen ............................................. . 

From Edinburg 

5.0 
9.6 

10.9 
I 5.0 
18.8 
22.4 
27.3 
31.8 

From 1/arlingen 

268 
22.2 
20.9 
16.8 
13.0 
9.4 
4.5 

The table shows the distance these towns are apart and also the distance they 

are from Edinburg and l larlingen . 

All the towns in the Valley offer exceptional opportunity for commercial and 

industrial development, and the new towns opening up along the Southern Pa
cific extension offer pioneering development in many lines. Again you are in

vited to visit this Magic Valley and to decide for yourself, after personal ex

amination, the location that more nearly fits your needs and fu lfills your desires. 

For Further Information Address 

TllE AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC LINES 
327 Southern Pacific Bldg., 

HO STO , TEXAS 

Page Twcnly-/oza 

For Information Regarding Passenger Fares, Time Schedules, Pullman Reservations, Freight Rates, 
Freight Service and Industrial Sites, Address any of the following 

SEE THAT YOUR TICKET READS VCA SOUTHER PACIFIC LI ES 

EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
Southern Pacific Bu ilding, Houston, Texas 

II ~I r t·L1 Executire v ·,·e J'1·esid•r1t { Houston, 'l'exas, 
· · · · · ,, '· ' ' · · · · · · · · New Orleans, La. 

TRAFFIC REPRESENTATIVES 

Telephones: Gener al Offices, Houston, Preston 2580. 

C. K. DU:-SL.\P, Traffic Jlanager, Houston, Texas. 
S. U. ll1'ED, .\ssistant 'l'rnffic ~lanager, Houston, Texas. 
II. l~;ex~;'. IDIICII.IEL, .\ ssistanl lo the Traffic llanager, Houston, 

.I. (' )1.1:'i'Gll.\)I, ,\ ssist:11,l lo the Traffic )lanager, Houston, Te,as. 
II'. C. )kCOR)llCK, General l'assenger .\gent, Jioustcm, Te,as. 
JL L. ~tel\ LirBl~, General ll'aggage, )Jail and Express Agent, Hous• 

tou, Texas. 
J. li". SUJ.LLV.\N, .\ssistanl (~nc1·al J•a ssengcr .\gent, llouston, 

11'exas. 
l VO'.'J L~.E •. \ ssistant General Pa~:icng:cr .\gent,t Houston, Texas. 
U. 11. LU~K, Assistant ~tanager Oiiring Cars, Houston, T"as. 
'l'. G. BE.ll!D, General ~•reiglrt ,\ gent, Houston , Texas. 
. \ . IC ATKl);SON, Ass istant Ueneral J<'rell(11t .\gent, llouston, Texas. 
. L .\ . K. ~L\IDIIOX, .l ssislant Generul f' relght Agent, Houston, 

~·exas. 
.I . J . ~IOIUllSS, .\ ssistant Genei,11 ~'reight .\ gent, Houston, Texas. 
f' . I,. (:ORDON, .lssistant llenernl Freight .l~ent, Houston, 1'exas. 
!'. II . WJLSO:'s, Assistant Ge11eral f'relght .\ gent, llou.ston, Texas. 
.l. B. llUUUKS, As,istant Generu l f'reight ,\ gent, Houston. Texas. 
I\'. FJ. BIHGGS, .l ssistant <:eneral Freight and J'assenger .lgei;t, 

Dallas, Texas. 
E. ~lc('l,.\:\X.IIU:'i, .\ ssistant General Frel~ht and Passenger .\gen't, 

El l'aso, Texas. 
TOll HOOi!, .lssistar,t General Passenger .\ gent, San .lntnnio, 'fexas. 
JI. .\ . LOEl'FLEH, .\ssistant (1enernl Freight .\gent, San .\ntonio, 

Texas. 
'r. J. .\XD~:H 0~, General .\ gent, l'assenger JJeJ)a1tme11t. Houston, 

Texas. 
'J'. (: .. IL\ 'l'Cl, ll'F, General .\gent, Freight Uepartment, Houston, Texas. 
:'i.lT l'.IHKS, Lire Stock .\ gent, Sun Antonio, 1'exas. 
.II. JI . El<SK l:'s!-;, J r., .\ ssistant Lim Stock .\gent, San .ln tonio 

~·exa~. 
J. l. .ll c(:l(F;t;QR .. l gricultural .\gent, Houston, Texas. 
JI. )I. )I.\IHSOX, .l g1icultural .\ gent, Houston, Te,as. 
II. C. FOXDl!E:'i, Colonizatiun .\gent, :'iew Orleans, La. 
H,LlX U.\B.\IJlE, .lgricultural .\ gent, Jlorrma, 1.,. 
0 . t•. Jl.11\'0l!Tll, .\ssistant .l gricultural .l ~ent, 11 011,ton, Texas. 
f,. G. KIGU;s'!'O:'i, .\ssistant .lgricultural .\ gent, Houston, Texas. 

GENERAL, DIVISION AND TRAVELING AGENTS IN TEXAS 
AND LOUISIANA 

.1u;x,1xu10.1 , 1..1 .. Pirone :'io 21~, Jus. Spear, J)ilision F'reight and 
J•assengcr Ag~nt. 

At:STIX, '!'EX.IS, l'lwne 430:l, ;(os. 1 & 2, II'. n. Smith, Dir. 
l'reight and l'a --enger ,\gent. 

llFJ.\U.IJO);T, n;X.\S, l'hone tl 12, 11. I,. Sheeks, llil'ision F1·eight 
and l'assenger Agent 

COJ!Pt;S CllHISTl, TF,X.IS, Phone 455, .\. E . Weymouth, General 
Agent. 

!'ORSIC.l:'i.l, TEX .IS, Phone :-So. 712, J. II . F;retts, Commercial 
.\ gent. 

IJ.\LL.\S, TEX.IS, Phone l'. B. X. 2251, J. E. Bledsoe, Dirisio11 l'as• 
enger• Agent. 

f;IJL:'iBUIW. '!'EX .IS, l'hone 2, IJuuglas .llackenzie, Trareling Freight 
anti Passenger .\ gent. 

EL P.1S0, TEX.I S, Phone )lain 3400, Nos. 18 and 21, J. J,;. Jlonroe, 
Division Passenger .\ gent. 

f'OllT WOl!TJJ, TEX .IS, l'hone 2-9151, ;>,;os. 1 and 2, C. S. Elliott, 
llh·ision Preight :.ind Passenger Agent. 

<:ALVF]STO:'i, TEX.IS, l'hone 4UOO, II. C. Franks, Di1ision Freight 
nntl J>assenger .\ gent. 

l!Alll.1:-i/:f;;i , TEX.I , l'bone ,,1;;;, 20:1½ Jackson St., Wills J . 
(.!;nter. Di\·ision Jt'rtight and Pa"isenger .Agtnt. 

IIOt:STO:'i , 'J'ViX.IS, l'hor,e l'rcslon 2380, Xo. 21G, F:. .J. Pelers, 
Ui\·lsion Pa:,;stngtir .\ Ktmt. 

l .. ll(b ('llAlll,t:s, 1,.1., .!'hone ll :rn, H . L. Dilnghenl,augh, Trnreling 
h'reight and l'asseng~r Agent. 

)lc:11,1, F:X, T!-;X.1S, .II. Jt. llonlgomery, 1'meling Passenger Agent. 
x~;w lllEIII.\, L.\., Phone :'io. 84, I, .. I . Veazey. Trareling .\ gent. 
;if;\V ORLE.1:'iS, L.1., Phone )lain 1600, .\ . C. Ziegan, Dirision, !'as. 

senger Agent. 
P.\Ll',STI:\'E, •rnx.1s, J'hones 509 and 1003, Geo. F. ressonei•, 

Commercial .\ gent. 
S.IN .\XTOXIO , TEX.\S, Phone Crockett 6200, );o. 42. J. If. lley. 

nolds. Tral'eling Passenger .\ gent; 1''101,e Crocket 6200, No. 41, 
\\'. IL Frazier, Trarelini; Freight Agent. 

Slllllc'VEl'OllT, LA., Phone 4513, M. J . Dooley, Diljslon Freight and 
Passenger Agent. 

WACO, '.l'EXAS, Phone 3362, Wade Cunningham, Dilision Freight and 
Passenger ,\gent. 

GENERAL AGENCIES-TRAFFIC DEPARTMENT 

.\Tl,.\NTA, G.1.-319·320 Healey Building, !'hone Xo. \\'al nut 4889: 
D. Asbury .........• ....... .... . .. ... ..... .. General .\gent 

lUL'fDIURE, llfl.-20G l'nion 1·nrst Bldg. (C'harles and Fayette 
Sts.), l'hones l'l:iza 6516 and 6517: 
IV. B. Johnson ............................... General .\gent 

llll!lll:-/Wl.\.11. AL.1.-406 \\'ooclward Building, l'hone )laln 4199: 
S. J. linmn ...........•..................•.• General .\gent 

BOSTO:-.', )l.\SS.-294 \\'ashiugton St. (209 old South Bldg.), Phone 
Liberty 580:J: 
K S. Learitt ............ . ........ ...... . . . . General .\gent 

lln·:,.ILO. K Y.-204 Elli(·olt Square Building, Phc.te Senec,1 
JGGU; 
U. II. Vogel. ......................... , ..... General Agent 

Cll!C.IGO, JLl,.-Southern I'acific Bldg., S:J Ir. Jackson Blvd., Phone 
Harrison 9682: 
A. C. lledlun(i ................ Genernl Agent, Passenger Dept . 
J . J. Grogan ................... General .\gent, l'reight Dept . 

CINCINN.l '.l'l, 0.-20G Uixie Terminal lluilding, Phones )lain 1602· 
1603; 
Jlohert )lcDo;iell ............................. General .\gent 

CLF,VEL.\XD, 0.-111(i Jlippudrome Bldg., Euclid .lrn., !'hone )lain 
3H2: 
E. <:. Cook ........ .... ... .................. General Agent 

DE:'iVER, COL0.-303•304 Bo,ton Building, Phone .lla irr 51::ii: 
E. JI. \\'illiams .............. ... ... .. ... ..... Genera) .\gent 

JlETllOIT, lllCll.-2li )laje,tic Building, !'hones Cadiilac 6694 and 
609::i: 
IV. \\'. Hale ................................. 1 :eneral .\ gent 

l.\"Ul.\:'i.lPOLIS, l:'ill.-llerchants Bank lluilcling, !'hone Lincoln 
1835: 
Lyon Liston . ..... ..... . ........ .......... ... (:en~ral Agent 

KANS.\S cirrr, :\I0.-Hailw11y Exchange Huil ~ling, Phone )Jain 607G: 
F. W. Sedgwick .............................. Ueneral .\gent 

llf"lll' lllS, 1'ENN.-f,xrhange Building, l'h<,ne G-74SH: 
C. A. lJevis ................................. General .\gent 

.IIIXXE.IPOLIS, .lll:S:'i.-1020 1Ietropolit1111 Life Building: 
J . ll. Desherm< ............................. General Agent 

:'il,;\V YOllK, :'i. L-16:. lJroadway, !'hone Cortland 4800: 
JI. JI. Grai· .............. t:eneral Agent, J'assenger Department 
C. Klphaut ..... . ........................ Jmmigration Agent 
S. C. Chiles ........ . ...... Ucneral .\ gent, Freight Uepartment 

OKL.U!Oll.\ CITY, OKL.\ .-909 Colcord Jl\1ilding, l'hune \\'alnut 
4470: 
J . A. Eads ................................. General .\ gent 

PIJIL.IIJF:LPHl.1, l'.1.-Jlooms i06·i0i l'ack,ml Bid~., S. K Cor. 
lath and Chestnut Sts., Phon~s Rittenhouse 747i·i.4i8: 
}'. •r. ll'rooks ................................ r;eneral .\ gent 

PIT'l'SBl'llGII, J'.\.-'1311·14 Park Bldg., :ith A1e. and Smithfield 
St. !'hone .ltlantic 1467: 
JI. F'. Sta1ke ...... ............ . ............. General Agent 

ST. LOUIS, .110.-8. P. Bldg., 312·314 N. 6th St., l'hon~s Olire 
7 H5·U and 9290: 
L. B. Banks ................................ General Agent 

S.IL1' L.\KE CIT\', t:1'.111--ll South .\lain St., Phones 1Vasa tcl1 
300S•3078: 
l'r·ess Bancroft. ............................. General .\ gent 

SE.11'TLF;, \\'.\ 11.-314 l;rrion Street, Phone Elliot 1365: 
H. C. Taylor ................................ General .\ gent 

\V.ISIUXGTO;>,;, D. C.-400 Southern B.ldg. , 13 15th St. ;>;. \\'. , 
Phone )lain 224G; 
A. J. l'oston ............ . ........ ,, ..... , ... (:eneral .\ gent 

FOREIG N AGENCIES 

nom;, IT.\LY-l'iazza de Spagna 28; 
GP.XOA, (4) J'l'.IL\'-Via Roma a: 
)111,.\.11, l'rAl, \'- Via ~Jonte ;>,;apoleone 1: 
'l'l'Hl., JT.\LY-Curso Branrru1te 6: 

llrizzolesi, Kemsley ;rnd .llilll,ourn .............. (:1•n1•r al .\gent 
11.UlllUIW, Gf:ll)IAXY-'J t:lucktngiesserwall; 

G. Huhr ............................... .... . t:eneral Agent 
H.\V.11'i.l, Cl ' ll .\-No. 207 1lanzana de Gomez (f:omez H'lock) 

Entrance on Central l'ark-lL )lenendez ....... .. General Agent 
LIVERl'OOL. E);GUXD-21 \\'ater Street: 
LO:-/DOX, E:'i(Jt,.\:,;D-J9 Leadenhall Street: 

lt. U. B@sor, Gen. Agt. for Great Britain. 
.IIEXICO CITY, ~IEX.-.\renida Cinco de llayo 32: 

F'. V. Stark ............ ... .................. General Agent 
llONTERllEY, )IB'X.-Langstroth Bldg., Escobedo and l'adre Sis; 

,llfonso llarquez ..................... ... ..... General .\ gent 
PARIS, FH.\NC&-3 llue Trou~het: H. Desmidt . .... General .\ gent 

SOUTIIERN PACIFIC LINES NOW SERVE THE LOWER RIO G R ANDE VALLEY OF TEXAS 



,. C. rnaELMAN INC. 
RIO GRkt!flE VAtlEY TEXAS LAWOS. 
SALES omtE ; 1228 ARCAiE Blbl. 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 
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