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FIGURES ON CITRUS ACREAGE IN THE GARDEN OF GOLDEN GRAPEFRUIT 
Arranged in districts shown by legend attached to map on the opposit.? page. Since the government issued 
its report July lat, 1929, more than a million citrus trees have been set with an approximate estimate of 
two million more to be planted during 1930. 

U. S. CITRUS CENSUS RIO GRANDE VALLEY JULY 1ST. 1929 
Age ef Trees 

Distr. Type O 1 2 3 4 5 Total 
1 Grapefruit 259,794 134,714 59,610 62,823 3~,354 96,261 634,466 --------------
1 Oranges 80,873 36,116 28,472 25,6 17,072 28,454 216,667 -----------

Other Citrus -·--· _ 5,696 2,107 1,399 1,6 6 1,724 10,371 22,881 
----

Total -··-·- ____ 346,262 172,936 89,381 80,089 61,150 134,086 873,910 

2 Grapefruit 89,600 48,992 29,441 13, 79 8.418 19,725 209,965 

2 Oranges 31,674 17,924 10,479 10,632 6,734 10,796 88,138 --------
2 Othor Citrus 1,02 l 22 131 210 248 473 2.105 --------
2 Total 

3 Grapefruit 

3 Oranges -···· 

3 Other Citrus 

3 Total 

122,095 66,938 40,051 24,721 15,400 30,993 300,198 

162,457 256,750 117,917 45,356 30,913 41,974 645,367 

43,333 74,816 39,918 22,445 16,471 13,046 210,029 

1,014 948 453 577 721 797 4,510 

196,804 332,514 168,288 68,37 48,105 55,817 859,906 

172,306 84,462 54,938 43,208 40,466 30,554 425,934 4 Grapefruit 

4 Oranges .. 
----

49,920 22,763 15,374 16,558 15,922 8,893 129,430 

4 Other Citrus 1,557 932 426 833 837 620 5,205 

4 Total -··----· 223,783 108,157 70,738 60,599 57,225 40,067 560,569 

158,411 Pl,867 16,481 12,195 12,049 47,307 338,300 5 Grapefruit ·-

5 Orange,) __ 
---- ----

34,682 24,876 7,693 6,861 7,992 18,990 101,094 ------
6 Other Citrus 676 737 581 1,399 831 2,411 6,635 -------- ----- ------
5 Total _ 193,669 117,470 24,765 20,455 20,872 68,708 44!i,929 

6 Grapefruit ... 44,533 30,113 26,602 14.362 12,163 87,363 166,126 

6 Orange• 13,092 T,521 8,167 8,732 8,380 14,790 60,672 ---------------------------- ------ -----
6 Other Citrus 533 538 308 568 1,223 2,239 5,409 

6 Total ···-----·-·- 68,158 38,172 36,067 33,652 21,7G6 54,392 231,207 

7 Grapefruit ······-- ____ _ 

7 Oranges 

7 Other Citrus 

7 Total -· 

8 Grapefruit 

8 Oranges 

91,690 46,139 37,187 44,613 62,007 67,477 338,013 -------
26,952 20,296 17,169 27,129 37,883 41,520 169,976 

323 370 523 139 1,447 2,536 5,337 ------
117,865 65,805 54,906 71,881 91,337 111,532 513,326 

14,809 15,737 4,190 4,244 1,680 2,807 43,467 

7,551 7,701 1,707 2,871 980 2,136 22,946 ------
8 Other Citrus 

8 Total -··--···· -- -· 
9 Grapefruit ___ _ ____ _ 

9 Oranges -··· ----- ·- ---•-

9 Other Citrus 

9 Total 

10 Grapefruit 

10 Oranges _ 

189 534 136 363 292 1,228 2,742 

22,549 23,972 6,033 7,478 2,952 6,171 69,155 

138,382 57,416 n8.358 36,049 26,514 51,298 368,017 

37,226 16,302 20,489 18,625 14,332 30,316 137,694 

586 344 534 402 998 2,878 5,742 
----

176,194 74,062 79,741 56,076 41,844 84,491 511,408 

155,775 96,320 37,886 17,287 14,083 47,597 368,448 

32,068 39,285 22,162 10,942 8,318 15,625 128,300 --------------- -------- ------
10 Other Citrus _ - - -·····- 1,222 752 418 568 86 2,700 6,546 ------ -----

Total - ·------·-·. 189,065 138,357 69,966 28,797 23,287 65,822 603,294 

11 Grapefruit 41,646 

10,966 

869 

54'834 16,222 13,078 14,016 45,971 185,666 
-----

11 Oranges -··------·--··--· 12,699 9,093 7,068 4,718 11.280 55,823 
-----

11 Other Citrus 364 808 2,179 1,373 3,023 8,606 

11 Total 53,380 67,887 
GRAND TOTAL 

Grapefru~it~=~=~=~l,319,103 916,334 
Oranges . 367,236~98 

--Othe"rCitrua -- 13,.C85 --7,638 
Grand Total 1.699,824 1,204,270 

----
26,123 22,316 

ALL DISTRICTS 
458,232 297,084 
181,100--1&7 ,434 

5,717--8,923 
645,049 463,441 

[ 1 ] 

20, 106 60,274 260,086 

244.662 
138,802 

10,580 
394,044 

487.334 3,722,749 
195,744 1,320,614 

29 ,275 75,618 
712,353 - 5,118,981 
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c..A Camera journey Through The Lower Valley of 
The ~o Grande 

Seeking, seeking! Ambition, or desire, or inclination, or seeming necessity may 
furnish the urge of the human race to keep moving. It is natural, therefore, that the 
motives and the answers relating to this ceaseless migration be duly considered. 

Doubtless if every individual soul were asked, "What seek ye?" the loudest cur 
would be, "Riches," followed by a chorus of "Health and "Happines8". Some look for 
interminable excitement to quell the longing for the unat.tainable. Others would find 
"Peace," the end of a trail, a stopping place till the end of life. 

Whoever can gain a witting ear in promising a measure of fulfillment, a degree 
of satisfaction to these travelers, renders service. 

The inhabitants of the Lower Valley of the Rio Grande in their invitation to the 
world are prepared to deliver proof of undeniable character that their "Garden of 
Golden Grapefniit" holds the height and depth and breadth of opportunity to satisfy 
mortal craving in its varied demands for expression. 

In the brief journey through the Magic Valley offered here, a few from many 
thousands of lovely camera views personally secured by the publisher have been se
lected to convey their message of beauty, good will and hospitality straight from the 
heart of this "land of sunshine and soft atmospheres" to a multitude who may find 
their way to visit or to dwell within its boundaries. 

Instead of pinning names to the spots shown within these pages, the reader is 
invited to come and identify the scenes depicted by the sight of the eyes, at first hand. 
There are now agencies prepared to do pilot duty, and tourist busses for the purpose 
of showing visitors hundreds of wouderful citrus groves, over nearly a thousand miles 
of concrete or macadam roads, past scores of the finest school buildings in the Uniterl 
States, hundreds of lovely permanently-constructed homes, verdant landscapes of every 
sort of vegetable and green growing things, into and out of more than thirty thriving 
towns and villages-many of them paved from curb to curb with concrete-and linked 
together as a crystal prosperity chain on long ribbons of palm-bordered highways. 

One who seeks details of Valley life, whether social, educational, recreational, cul
tural, historical, financial, or industrial, may find it through many authentic Valley 
channels, which will verify the statement that every modern facility for comfortable 
living, every pleasant and healthful condition is present and operative. An all-year 
ideal climate is the basis for much future investment in home-making and physical 
welfare. 

Of principal Valley assets will be found a vast network of service lines of its 
public utilities--electric power, gas, telephone and telegraph. Two of the greatest rail
roads in America meet every service requirement. 1 o longer is the "Garden of Golden 
Grapefruit"-the Magic Valley of Texas-remotely situated in the great scheme of 
world's activities! On the air lines, and soon, soon on the sea ro1ttes of the world! A 
matter of a daylight flight to the north, east and west boundaries of the country, and 
less than half a day to Mexico City! 

You, who "seek a country"---consider the grapefruit, how it grows! It clusters in 
health and beauty and wealth, awaiting your arrival. 

Are you corning? 

[ 3 ] 



A citrus expert from another state, upon examining a beautiful specimen of Val
ley grapefruit, said; "I never saw a more beautiful skin texture; the Valley must be 
using the best spray methods." And that is exactly what the Valley is doing, due in 
large -nieasilre to Government inspection, warning, and instruction as to grove care 
relative to protection from insect infestation. Certainly the remarkable improvement 
in the appearance of Valley cit?-us fruits in the 1929-90 season will tend to increase the 
demand and enlarge the field of markets. The picture shows the activities of one of the 
number of grove-care experts who furnish highly efficient service at a very reason
able cost. If a man can afford to own a citrus grove, at this stage of progress, he 
cannot afford to ignore the necessity for proper care of it any more than he can afford 
to let his children grow UJl without proper nourishment ancl clothing. 

[ 4 ] 

At certain seasons of the year, high winds prevail in the Valley, making it advis
able to consider wind-breaks as a protectio'11, to the growing young fruit, which is easily 
scarred. This, of course, detracts from the beauty of the fruit. The wind-breaks also 
serve as a barrier to cold winds during the wint6r season. Above, a fine example of 
Japanese bamboo employed by one of the Valley's best growers-bamboo on the left 
and oleander and palms on the right, almost impenetrable in their luxuriant growth. 
Below is the famous athel, fast-growing and effective, and showing its head all over 
the Valley since its introduction here a few years ago. 

[ 5 ] 



Home grown citr1rn treel{ on sour orange root has been the war cry for about eight years-ever since imported tree.~ brought dire disea.ses a11d insect pests into the Valley with disastrous results. The soils of the Valley are "different" and it has been found that only sour orange root stock is .~afe fo,· local use. Ai' a consequence, man0 wonderful rmrseries have evolved from the early melce of getting rid of tree peddlers. 

[ 6 ] 

How old is a Valley citrus tree? Tirne only will tell. The one shown here has several runnino mates just 011t of camera t•iew. All the set grew from seeds planted on the Vela ranche west of Edinburg more than sixty years ago. The height may be guaged by the fact that the owner, Miss Carlotta Vela, not a small woman, or even a tall man, can easily walk upright under the shed roof in the background. Not grapefruit, but orange trees. 

[ 7 ] 
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The Valley is known as "an irrigated country." You will see here the now methods of distributing u·ater for citrus irrigation and 

domestic purposes. So many of the new-comers began with building garages and temporary dwelling places, as ahown in the tower at 

the right. The owner of this grove is starting to build a fifty thousand dollar home there now. - Even the oldtimers have the c6ment

lined-lateral idea, as ia shown by the view obtained when the willows had discarded their sitmmer fringes. 

' 

For the first time, the 1929 season opened wide markets for Valley lemons. Much propaganda has been released to discourage the 

growing of lemons in the Valley. But it is now demonstrated that Texas, at least, favors Texas lemons, tl'hich 111ay be bought for a much 

lowe1· price than those from other sections, and are of better quality anc/ greater juice content. Although "ripe when they're green," 

Texas housewives have discovered thei,· 1•al11es. Ai; early as .\Tovember, Valley le111011 trees were stript of their crops; but lemon trees 

b~ossom and bear almost the entfre year. At the right is a typical lemon tree and the othe1· 11iew shows the tropical beauty of a 1'alley 

citrus grove. 



·what arc called the "older groves" are shown cibove. These two nrc ten and twelve 
years old, theil' height evidenced by the men who stand in their shadows, justly proud 
of the magnificent growth they have attained. 

[ 10] 

Two of the season's cifrus fruit d,,butantes. The grapefr1fit grove at the top i.< 
four years old, and one of the healthiest of its tl'ibe . The lower 011e is three years old 
cmd is of the famous pink grapefruit t>ariety-either Foster 01· Marsh-which has 
set Gotham by the ear.~, the big hotels there charging sevPnty-five cents for a half 
one. Pinks are ct fancy ·market demand and always sell for severctl times as much 
11s other varieties of grapefruit. But it ii! worth ten dollars a box a11 ct Christmas 01· 
other gift to anybody far re11101•ed from the Garden of Golden Gm11efr1fit. 

[ 11 1 



Showing the sturdy limbs ins-ide a healthy grapefriiit tree. The fruit seen is "left
over" after niore than ten boxes have been gathered and distributed to visitors and 
friends in the front yard of a Valley home. - Below, the picke1·s have just done a 
movi.e turn of "Harvesting citrns fruits in the Lower Rio Grande Valley." The photo
graphe1· got all the fruit in sight and more, as a 1·eward fo1· his labors . 

[ 12] 

We herewith pro,l'uce authentfo ruords of om· gt·apefr-u·it eating cow <111il ditto 
dog caught in the act by a lucky camera. Other cows arid animnls have been seen de
vouring cit?-us fruit;; when the ca11ie1·a wasn't handy--1·erently a stt·ange cow by the 
roadside devouring a bucket of g1·een lemons-and even a cat of pa.qt acqnaintanc!-'. 
Now searching for a mule, a horse, li pig, ancl a chicken to comp/Me the file of faithful 
Valley citrus addicts. Also a goat. 

Why the name grapefr-nit? Clustered, like grap<'s, o·rig'inally ca.lied pomelo.- ThP 
two-mile-long rows of pe1·fect young citrus tr-eei; a,·e vart of a little l'alley grove of 
seve11 or ten thonsand acres. 

[ 13] 
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Horticulture holds vleasing vo.·sibilities in thi.~ semi-trovical_ conntrY.· Experi111ent.~ 

in grave culture ha11e bun going on for a good many years with_ va1·ying result_s, de

pending on the va1·ietie11, the part_icular ~p~t selected for gro1~mg, and. e.q1?ne~1ced 

,·are. The scenes sJ,ow11 here arc· 111 11on-1rr1gated ter-ntory 1w1 th of Ed_in?ll1 g, ~n a 

hmidred-aae 1•ineym·d. As you see, spraying is as important to gmpes as 1t is to c1trns 

groves. 

r 1-1 1 

Beautiful dates of delicious varieties grow in many Valley places. Government 

experiments are underway using imported Arabian vurieties expected to be scientifi

cally adapted to ·valley soils ancl climate. Papayas are almost too attractive in ap

pearance to rob of their e.draordinary frnit so rich in pepsin as to be medicinal in 

effect. Banancts gro1c clou:n-sicle-1171 j11st the 1rn111c here as in other places, and are 

equally as good. 

[ 15] 



Cotton is one of the big money crops of the Valley. The long staple vai·iety brings in the cash, and Valley farmers find it profitable to grow it even on high vriced irrigated lancls as well as on thousands of acres of non-irrigated l'alley lands. Not all of it groics as tall as a big man, but two bales to the acre resHlted from the vat ch above shown. 

[ 16] 

. Broc!·oli,_rarrots, brans, aspcll'ag11s, tomatoes, are a few splendid winter truck crops (l'hzch b('lll!J_ rn large returns to Falley farmers. The 1929-JO season schedules a min-111111111 oj llzzl'ly tho1rna11cl rars of trnck and fl'llit. 

[ 17 ] 
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Irrigation has engaged the attention of Valley investors over a long period of 

years. The two lal'gest irrigation systems in America a1·e iii the Valley. Until the 

immediate past, irrigation canals and laterals have been altogether of dirt formation, 

due to the great cost of cement-lined ditches. Seepage and evaporation have claimed 

seventy pe1· cent of irrigation waters in the past. The redemption of seepage land, by 

tiling, is in process. All new irrigation projects include cement-lined ditches and many 

of the old ones a1·e bonding to put their entire systems under cement distribution. 

Eventually, it will be neccssal'y to conserve irrigation waters through enclosed dist1·i

bution laterctls, so the wise ones predict. 

[ l!) ] 
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It is imvossible to convey, even with such views as shown here, the actual potentialities of the Valley's coast dev elopment. N a
ture has endowed Pofr1.t Isabel with vo1·t possibilities .favorable to clevelov111ent and maintena.nce at less cost and ha?:arcl than the ma.ior
ity of Atlantic coaM port vrojects. The Gowrnment has now designated Bra.zos cle Scmtiago at the Po-int, as the Valley's logical sea
port, and the development f1mcls are ovailable for creating ancl maintaining the channel ancl port vroper. As to the J)leasw·e l'esort fe a
tnres, there is 1w li,nit to what may and will be clone along n101·e than a hundred miles of the most beautiful beach in America, alo11g 
Padre ancl Bmzos lslcincls. The i1mer borders of Padre, ancl the mainland coast OJJJ)osite, with Lagima Madre in between, also hold un
told t1·easw·e possibilities to be opened to the worlcl in the yecii·s to come. An all-year fishing and bathing field, an absolately safe har
boragc for JJleasure ci·aft, the /1tt11re 111.ciy not be 7n·edicted othei· than in extravagcint tenns. 

~ ., 



Hunte1·'R Heaven-the Valley hai; /Jee11 called. ll"ise conservation of the ga111e 
preser11e.~ of this section, due lctl'gely to the late R. D. Ca11171, Federal and state game 
1t•a1·den fol' a monbe1· of yearR, assurei; good h11nting for ma11y long years to come, 
1tccordiny to official records. Many kinds of game-deer, jai•elin, mountain lion, geese, 
durks, quail, and many othe1·s will be found. Copy of gu111e la11•s 111ay be had at any 
Falley hardware store. 

[ 22] 

, 

' 

. As for fishing, there is no limit as to what will be f 011nd in coast waters and the 
J1·~sh water l_akes, cr:,nals, and res~cas, besides the Rio Grande. A rather remarkable 
ci•idence of si::e, 1:anety and quantity may be seen in accompanying illusfrations. 

[ 23] 



To /,cull al,oarcl the.~c <!au.•, it has_ bcco111c abso_lHfcly cs.~~11tial to get ?\ot only "on th~ air," /wt rouri_n~'.J. into it. Almost by ct mira~le, tl~c iHagic Falley of Te_:rus fl< w itself _into_ i11tcn•~itio~wl li11_1elight 1~he 11 

t/,e Airpol'I at Broll'nill'1llc ope1,ed it.~ n•nways 111 thl' 1·11nllg of 1.'1 .. W. 1 he group of p1ct111"cs-the !HaJnii1y of the111 111ade e.,·,,ressly for I/us boohlet-hold great mtercst tn the r11r-111111dcd oj thrn .~cctioll, and el:<e

where. The top row holds the ad,11ini.~tmtion buildings and hospitality roonrn, hangcu·s, and awnrn!7-r01'~red q11~11"te1·s fol' ob_se1:vation JJ!ll'])Ose.~. /11 the second ro1c, day-brecik glimpse of forty stude11t-flyel' planes 

parked like large g1a.~sho71per.~ i11 the er!1·/y 1!1i.~t. Thr11; Lindy, tf~e l,'.me_Eogle, who flew the first l11tc_nrnt1?1rnl ai1:-mail mto the new po1·t f1·0111 Me.rico C_ity. Alsc,,_a _scene 'Ill 1JJ1e11!nu dn!t, with planes 

purkcd all ,1,.011 ml the edgl' of the l101dmg field. I rn C. Eaker, 111 h111 t111y 71/rrne, n•ho attended the ope11111g _of the _Airport, and then flew 8outh, gallantly try mg but 1111ssrng rt new tnnl-be.~ule one of the 

modern hcmgal's.-Thl' /1otto,11 ro11• gi1'e.~ 011 idea of thi' great aetil'ity alld the type of planes used at Browns1•11/e's a1rpo•·t fol' regula,· passenger and 111ail routes. The air71ort is e.J.·71a11di11g beyond reckoning. 

Ffre hours to MeJ:ico City, an incredible SJJ<ed to MonteJ'l'cy; 11/a.:atlcm between sun-11p and s1111-down; all U. S. A. points proportioncitely. Trhy 1coHld11't the l'alley call everybody in the world "neighbor!" 

[ 24 ] 
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ACROSS THE RIO GRANDE 

A lure, an enticement held out to those 
who would visit the Valley, is the prospect 

of going aero s the Rio Grande to delve 

into the mysteries of past generations, an 

opportunity to taste the so-called freedom 

of long ago. To Americans, who are accus

tomed to think in terms of the up-to-date, 

the strictly modern, there is ample room to 

turn around mentally and review an ap

parent incredible record of ancient pros

perity and grand living; to wonder why and 

whence its disappearance. This, with ref

erence to the strictly Border towns across 
the way. 

Who can relate the inner glory one<' 
breathed in He1·oic Matamoros? Or the 
retrogression of Reynosa and the ·ad 
crumbling of that gem of Aztec construc
tion, historic Mier? And how many have 
been able to coax the inhabitants of Guer
rero, possiby the most picture que of all, 
to part with their hand hammered brass 
(or copper) kettles, and other relics of 
ancient days? True, treasure hunters have 
picked here and there, imposing on th.i 
credulity of the natives, and buying rare 
things for a song, self-sung. Specific in
stances of this rise in mind as specters of 
such abominable practices, yet in keeping 
with the atmosphere prevading tho e har
bors of a backward-moving civilization. 

A striking cleavage of the old estate is 
now seen in the fast moving line of great 
gas mains from Laredo oil fields and power 
(or telephone) poles being slung across the 
desert from Roma to Monterrey, a wide 
swathe visible for miles and miles on a cleat· 
day when the dim outline of Saddle-back 
Mountain at Monterrey may be seen. And 
Monteney is an hour or two or three 
from the Brownsville airport by air
plane, with Mexico City five hours off. 
In these cities the tourist will find diver
sion to remember for a life time, provided 
he is air-minded. Otherwise, the road is 
more than less long, although intrigueing. 
But many bridges of size (?) span the 
Great River where a good dinner and for
eign post cards and souvenirs may divert 
a travel worn pilgrim. Pictures fail to con
vey the fa cinations of these journeyings. 

[ 26] 
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To those 1cho 111a11 think of th<' l'utley as a dc.~<'rt 11/oC<' , (l/t1•11tion i11 rnlled to t/t(' fact thut a 1111111/Jcr of becwtif11l golf co111·.,es ure attached lo local co1111try clubs. There arc polo teams n•hich play Mg-time 111alchcs, formal horse shows (If Fort D1·01cn and Fort Ringgold. TIH•1·e Cll'c huJ1fi11g partie.~ 1citl• fa.~t horses 011<1 fine dogs. There arc riding schoolr;. There is an up-to-date yuclit club at f'oint Isabel 1d1ich holds racing e1•ents crnnually, 1l'ith u·aler polo and other s1101·t.~ 11cu·tici11oted in by 1111-.~tate team.~ and indfrid11ol -~J)Ql'f,;men. There are e,1tcqitionally fine intenicholastic foot/)(([/ and baseball ga111cs, il'ith 1•isili11g tea111s co111i11g i11 for a licking often enough to lwep 11p the e,·citement. Th<'rP ar<' c01n1tul oratorio 1>1·1•sc11fatio11s . Thcr<' ar<' the Fecle1·ated Clubs, Girl Re.•<'n•rs, Boy Scouts, rnrnl a11.~ociatio11s, health imils, ParentTeacher orgcmi::ations. Scores of lodges and bw,ines.~ 111r11',q 01·ga11i~alio11s, religious federations, and in fact every agency for the 111·0111otion of h11111a11 i11tae.~/ and co111-,lo1·t and happi11cs11 that •<•ill /lr fflund anywherr i11 the u·orld, i11c!11di11y beauty speciali.,ts and cli i1·011odists. 

[ 29] 
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The 1'alley cocrnt is a fa.~ci11ati11g ])lace at all times of tl1c yea/'. Severn/ islands in 

the Lctg1111a Madre are l1ircl sa,1ct1wl'ies m1d1'1' the protl'l'lion of the National A .~socia 

tion of A11d11bo11 Socil'ties, clue fo the f.>resight a,1d activities of the late R. D. Ccw1)), 

l>'Nlerul (;ume Warden for the Valle11 clisfl'iet fol' yeu11,. J\lr. C'alllp 11a111ecl the lul'gesf 

011e of these islands Wells Resen1atio11 in hono1· of the lute ,J11clgr Ja111ei; ll'el/i; who 

he/peel 110 111afe1·ially i11 getting legis/afimz for gnme and hiid vrofection in the Falle!J 

cli11fril'f. Copyl'ight pl>otngmphs hy 1·011rlesy of Edrington. 

[ 31) 



Man.11 bclt11fif11/ rl111rrh1•s ore fo11nd <ti/ 01•c1· thr l'allcy. Some a1·e a1·rhit<'<'flt1·<t/ 

ur111s. Thl'rc arc fedn-afion.~ of' all 1'cil/ey rirnl'chcs, and a 1111111he1· of schools 1rnde1· 

ch11rch directiou. Thel'c UI'<' also /' /w11i/1er of Co,11111erce exr/11siue b11ildi11gs, A111rricll11 

Legion, .Ha.~onic, <tnc/ other lodge a11d clu/1 /111ilding1:1 i11c/11di11g <t fine Elk.~ ho111e cen

trnlly locotrd ut Mf'rcec/es, for l 'a/ley-widc HM'li. 

[ 3'2 ] 

Then, there are city halls of new and beautiful design, Co1mty court houses and city
equipped fire stations and A11/eriran Legion Halls. 
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o there isn't a T'ul/ey home that cost a millio,1 dollars, nor even half that, at this 
time. Valley money has been bHSJJ lmilding srhoo/,q ancl roads and irrigation systems 
and citnts groves, getting l'eady fo1· big-time days <,head. But, as you may sec, 
there al'e lovely homes-hundreds of them scattered all ciround--model'n and penna-
11ent, whel'c Falley hospitality abounds. ,Yowherc ll'ill be found ct more substantial 
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spirit or execution of building . and the type of ho111e-b11ildi11g gm1rn more p1·etenlio11s 
1t'ith c1•ery year 
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The fii-o qi·rat raill'oads which sen>e the Valley are cidding_ JH'n·epti~ly to the sta,ul

orcl of JJl'l'llt<rnenl uncl e.t'ce7Jtio11ally atlructii,e buildings, w1l11ei;.~ed in i;11c·h 111oder 11 

11/11/ion.~ 11.~ the alrnvP. There are II lot 11101·e of them 011 hand. 

f 3G I 

Statistics gii•e the Lower Valley of the Rio rrrande the palm on health ,·ecord. 

The quality and quantity of smrnhi11e and balmy atmo.~phe,·e co!'eri11g un all-year period 

furnish perpetual invitation lo those who hold ph11sical well being of para111u11nt im

portance. But cts long as th6re are hun1an.~ there 1n·o1ni8e1:1 to be de111and for uttentio11 

and sen•ice lo theil' bodies. And so, the 1'al/ey is adequately equipped with modern 

hoi;pitali:; where everything known to the science of medicine and surgery i.~ utiailable. 

These will be found distributed at conce11ient inten•als for Valley patronage, or Jo,· 
the st1·ange1· within our gates 

I a7 1 



Of one thing the Valley is justly woud, and that iR of its Mid-Winter Fair, Val

ley-zcide in scope, and now going out for state cind international recognition. The beau

tiful auditorium building shown here is logically loratrd at a central point, Harlingen, 

and serves as convention headq1iarters for large aggregations, and for big musical and 

theatrical attractions which draw )Jatronage from et•e1·y Valley section. Fafr Park, 

s111-r01tnding the a11ditori11m, i,q one of the char111 s7Jots of the Valley. 

A 1·e111inder that the Valley's hotels are mod
em and ready for you. 

Thi::; j.q a picture book, and there's already 
too much talk in if. But the imvortance of 
the Valle11'-~ Pltblic Utilities cannot be too 
g1·eatly 1<trc.~srd. Within five years the de-
11rnnd for increased seri•ice and efficiency 
lwH p11shed l'alley unit,q of the great elec
tric and gas comvanies of the country to 
till· front rank.~ in the matte,· of every 
?llodern equipment, assw·ing adequate facil
itie.q a ,1d sen•ice Sll]))Jly, increa.~ing as rap
id/ 'I as the de111and. E110nno1rn increase in 
r1•irigf'rntio11 ca)Jacity has grown to meet 
1eq11irement.~ fo,· ,qhipping fresh 1•egetables 
and fmit .·. 

• 

ra 1 
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A whole booklet the size of this one might be devoted to Valley schools. So much 

has been told in word and vrinting as to the superfacilities embodied in the Valley's 

great educational program i_t seems repetition to ~laborat~ _on this most_ illumin?-ted 

subject. The best argumcmt m favor of feu· words is the gwing of a few illus~ratwn:i, 

mere samples of dozens of ,qp/endid buildings centering every Valley community. Did 

anyone eve1· say "high to.re,q" lo you! R11t hol'<' thl'y set fnrth wha~ you_ get 

/or your taxes? ll ecl11catin11 is an Pco-mark of the type of l'a/lcy mhalHta~1t, 

011c can readily judge as to the calibre of citizenship manifest throughoHt the entire 

[ 40] 
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Valley. These people know beyond a doubt what they want and have proven it in no 

small terms by their school and road and irrigation bond voting. As a consequence no 

section of the country so young in occupation can boast such splendid equipment for 

pleasant and profitable living. 
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,...., 
,i,. 
N) 

'-' 

,...., 
>I» 
C..:> 

'-' 

Types of schools to be found from one end of the Valley to the other. The one aboi•e is a town High School, and the othe1· se1·ves 
a wide rural district in the west end of the Valley. These buildings are equipped with every modern convenience, with beautiful audi
toriums where all local gatherings involving student activities are held. 

Here are Jou·· examples of Valley rural schools. Perhaps in no other section of the United States will be found such models of 
service to the "children who live on the Jann." Verily, in the Valley, the little old red school house is a tradition. Here, school busses 
pick up the youngsters and transport them to and froni school duringthe entire term. 

• 



How are the roads, did you say? Come on down and spend two days covering the 

ones already paved in the Valley, nearly a tho~isand miles of 'em, if you please, inclu1-

ing the ones now being worked on. If you think you can see them all from the train 

window or from the main Highway, you are muchly mistaken. Down here folks be

lieve in
1
getting things ready for the folks who are bound to come; they're not going to 

[ 44] 

have to wait to be pulled out of the mud, but can locate on a good road from the start. 

That is the tremendous evidence of people who believe in the great glorious future of 

the Magic Valley of Texas. The four Valley counties are banded together for the best 

foundation ever laid upon which to erect an empire of lasting proportions. 
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Decorative in the highest degree are native and other semitropical plants. Olean

der the lovely silver-gray native ceniza hedge with lai•ender blossoms, both pu:~ple and 

red' bougain1Jillea, gorgeous poinsettia, and simple phlox an~ verbena, as seen in street 

parkways, show recognition of the importance Qf l1eauty in the llalley's development 

scheme. 
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"The Rose Cu11" rontest is an annnal et•ent in which all Valley towns compet~. 

Beautification, cleanliness, civic im11rovement, are the three things involved in the 

judging. The cu11 is a hand-made solid silver trophy in the forrn of an open rose, a 

memorial to the mother of the publisker of this booklet, and of Monty's Monthly News, 

who was called "Miss Rose." The town winning three consecutive sessions kee;•s the cup. 
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Resacas and lakes thread their passage. t~roi~ghout the Valley. These fu_rnish unlimited values in home-building and beautification programs. Water ~yacint;:s hand several varieties of water lilies decorate these streams and home-made lily pon s ave 
gained a substantial vogue in the past year or fo;o. . . Trees of other countries are larger than those found in the Va:lley, but never _in the world more graceful and beautiful of foliage . The ebon_Y, rn_es_quite, _re~ama, huisache, tepeguaje, acacia, river ash and tr-t~ly nati've paltns furnish 'l'tt>td variation of color and 
adornment of landscape and premises. 
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Fails About The Garden of Golden Grapefruit 

$120,260,8 7 assessed Yaluations of four Valley counties . 
$290,000,000 estimated real value. 
$8,941,352 gain for year in asses ·eel Yaluations. 
200,000 estimated population of four Valley counties. 
945,900 acres irrigable land in the Valley. 
520,000 acres under inigation in 1929. 
426,000 acres still available for irrigation. 
New irrigation projects include approximately 270,000 acres. 
Thirteen irrigation systems in Valley now operating; many smaller ~ystems. 
Ten irrigation districts organized in past two years, nine of which have construction work under ,vay. 
540,000 acres reached by present canal systems. 
Willacy Count.y District No. 1 on which work is now under way, financed by a $7,500,000 bond issue, will be the largest irrigation district in the world, comprising 130,000 acres. 
Over 2,500 miles of canals in the various Valley systems. 
Concreting of canals financed in all new districts and several of thP 

old districts. 
Over 84,000 acres planted to citru fruit. 
5,118,981 trees in orchards, including 3,732,749 grapefruit, 1,320,611 

oranges and 75,61 other citrus. 
Over 3,500,000 trees will be in bearing by 1931. 
20,000 cars estimated production within three years. 
106,000 bales of cotton produced in 1929. , 
Over 25,000 can, of vegetables and fruit shipped the past season. 1 

103 large gins to handle the cotton crop, 
Over $3,000,000 invested in plants. 
$3,120,000 flood control project to protect entire Valley completed early this year. Financed by remission of state taxes for period of 25 years. 
Over 500 miles of surfaced highways already completed in the Valley. Highway projects already financed will bring total of Valley system 

to over 800 miles. 
No part of the irrigated ection is more than five miles from a high 

school. 
Two junior colleges at Brown ville and Edinburg, provide the first 

two years of college work. 
Five well equipped hospitals, at Brownsville, Harlingen, Mercedes, McAllen and Edinburg rank among the most modern in the South. 
Thirty-five new towns and loading points established in the Valley in the pa t three years as the result of railroad extensions. 
Four beautiful golf courses now available twelve months of the year. 
Commodious bath houses provided at resorts on the coast. 
Fish abound in the Gulf waters, resacas and lakes. Game plentiful 

along the coast and in the "back country." 
International bridges at Brownsville, Mercedes, Hidalgo and Roma 

provide connections with Mexico. 
Over 120 miles of paved streets in the Valley cities and towns. 
All towns, including new ones on railroad extensions have pavements. 
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For That Winter Home 
With all Expenses T aid 

The above is exactly what you are doing when you purchase 
your CITRUS GROVE and HOMESITE at "BEAUTIFUL 

ENGELl\IAN GARIDENS." 

Select your location now while you have opportunity to secure 
the type and environment you desire. 

Every year you own it, dollars and dollars will be added to your 
present investment. 

e cA Splendid Climate for Health 
cA <;j-rapefrttit Orchard for Wealth • 

The personal invitation of Mr. Engelman is extended to you to 
vi it this "Beauty Spot" of the Rio Grande Valley and enjoy 

first hand it's wonderful charm. 

Join one of our special rate excursions which leave St. Loui 
each week; high class service including Pullman, Dining Service. 
special trips in several large cities enroute and entertainment 

at our club house while in the Valley. 

Information Gladly Gh·en by 

J. C. ENGELMAN, JR. 
1228 Arcade Building St. Louis Mo. 
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