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THE 
"MAGIC" VALLEY of the 

LOWER RIO GRANDE 

A brief book of facts about a "nature 

fav0red" section of the United States

·' rittcn by the A., ·cultural Depar -
mcnt· of the Southern Pacific Lines -

in onnation · wluch inclndes photo-

, gra1 hs, descriptive data and statistical 

tal,les o_n·this southern most portion of 

the c6untry which ofiers such wonder

ful ckvelopme11t po. ibilities to<lay. 

Truly th? "l\Iagic Valley" is a land of 

Golclen Opportunity for tho e willing 

• to invc. t . er; ,u effort. 

The Agricultural Department of 

the Southern Pacific i interested 

only in furnishing accurate and 

unbia d infonnation concernin • th• 

natural advantag ··to be fm,nd in tem
tunc~ serve l by this gr at mil svstem

it doc,- not O\ ·n or ofTcr for sale anv 

I nd or pr11prni.ies, hut func-tions onl~· 

a:,, a source of information and ervice 

for the public 

Cor)TI h1.,J r.,hrunry 19J0 hy t.'t., ~nthrrn Paclt:e Lin ..... 

Why 
This Prolific Section 
has been named the 

·· MAGIC VALLEY" 

The Rich and abundant growth 

of all plant lif , a gro\vth so rapid 

and profus a to s em "as if by 

magic", ha suggested the name 

of this fertile semi- tropical section 

of the t:' nited States as'' The ~f agic 

I' alley of the Lower Rio Grande." 

Warm equable climate varyina from 6 degrees mean August 

temperature to 50 degrees mean January temperature, a condition 

conducive of year 'round fruit, vegetable and farm crops; rich, 

alluvial fertile soil, largely the result of deposits of river silt-deep 

and easy of cultivation, a soil upon which most every known plant 

life seems to flourish; rainfall that averag s only 23 inch s per 

year,--enough for many crops and to minimize irrigation, yet not 

enough to hinder planting or harvesting-yes all these natural ad

vantages combine to make plants grow as if by some supernatural 

force, hence the name "Magic Valley.'' 

• 
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Located 
THE MAGIC VALLEY of the 

lower Rio Grande is the Southern
most part of Texas, also of the 
United States. It is several hun-
dred miles further south than is 
southern California; and Browns
ville, the largest city in the Valley, 
is about forty miles further south 
than is Miami, Florida. 

The Magic Valley is roughly 
triangular in shape with the apex 
at Rio Grande City, and extend

in the Southernmost section of the ing eastward along the northern 
United States, -where winter and side of the Rio Grande to the Gulf 

of Mexico. The average width of 
the Valley is about 30 miles. The 

summer are almost as one. 

Mexican side of the Rio Grande 
Valley is not considered in this 

booklet. Immediately north of the Magic Valley lies a narrow strip 
of country which is used as dry land farming country. This belt 
runs from a few miles wide to about twenty miles wide and ex
tends to the Gulf Coast. Immediately north of the dry land belt 
and also running east and west, is the Artesian belt which is irriga
ted from artesian wells. 

Extending through the Lower Rio Grande Valley are over two 
hundred and fifty miles of paved highways, and many additional 
millions of dollars are being expended oh permanent paved roads. 

The combination of the soils, climate, water, paved highways 
and efficient rail transportation, make the Magic Valley one of the 
most pleasant and profitable places in which to live, to be found 
anywhere on earth. 

The eyes of the nation have been turned on Texas in general and 
on the Magic Valley of the Lower Rio Grande in particular within 
the past few years, as a place to live pleasantly, happily and profit
ably. The area of the valley is limited and naturally the number of 
people that will be fortunate to get to live in this garden spot will 
also be limited. You are invited to spend your next vacation 
investigating and inspecting the Magic Valley. The nearest South
ern Pacific representative listed on the inside back page of this 
book will be glad to give you full information about the trip. 
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The Southern Pacific Lines are a comparatively recent factor in 

the development of the Magic Valley, but, as is their policy wher

ever these lines serve, their primary aim is to stimulate and to 

assist to the fullest extent, the economic development of this great 

garden spot; and to this end it is using, and will continue to use, all 

of the resources and all of the transportation efficiency at its 

command. 

Development 
Despite the fact that the eyes of the 

nation have been turned on Texas- and 

y et in infancy-a land of that tremendous development activities 
much opportunity, are in progress throughout the Lower Rio 

Grande Valley, a real opportunity yet remains for the agricultural 
and ·commercial pioneer. 

Thousands and thousands of acres of fertile lands are ready and 

waiting for those willing to "work with nature" for her greatest 

rewards. Many reliable development companies are rapidly plat

ting and improving these sections, making tracts in suitable sizes 

available for investment and development. 

Many business development opportunities abound in the fast 

growing "Valley" Cities. In truth the entire Lower Rio Grande 
Valley of Texas may well be termed a Land of "Golden Oppor

tunity." 
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Citrus Fruits 
Grapefruit, Oranges, L imes. 

L emons, K umquats 

CITRUS FRUITS are the Val
ley's primary crop and Texas 
grapefruit is conceded to be as fine 
as any produced in the world, be
ing classed by many authorities as 
being equal to the fruit grown on 
the Isle of Pines, which has always 

been considered the best grapefruit grown. It is the ambition of the average 

farmer in the Valley to own and develop a citrus orchard. Experience has dem

onstrated that grapefruit is the most profitable citrus fruit that is grown in the 

Valley because of the high quality fruit that can be produced. 

The total cost of bringing a citrus orchard into bearing amounts to between 

$700.00 and $1000.00 per acre. An orchard is considered to be in bearing at 

five years of age. A good orchard at five years should produce an average 

of from four and one-half to five boxes of fruit to the tree, and fifty-six to sixty

four are the average number planted to the acre. This gives a yield of from 250 

to 300 boxes of fruit to the acre, which at a price of $2.00 per box, shows 

a gross income of from $500.00 to $600.00 per acre. 

After five years of age production steadily increases as the orchard grows 

older until an average of eight to ten boxes of fruit per tree is obtained in the 

well kept groves. 

Scale insects, red spiders and rust mites are the worst insect enemies of citrus 

and all are easily controlled by proper spraying, using oil emulsion for scale 

insects and sulphur sprays for red spider and rust mites. The average cost per 

acre for spraying, pruning and cultivating a grove runs about fifty dollars 

per year. Fertilizer is not necessary for normal production of fruit, but on 

heavy producing groves, the proper kind of fertilizer pays well in increased 

yields, for heavy production is a real drain even on the most fertile of soils. 

The new cit,rus growers in the Magic Valley have the best possible sources 

of reliable information available for advice and practical assistance in govern

ment county agricultural demonstration agents in each county. The Texas 

Agricultural Experiment Station, located in the heart of the Valley, is the local 

representative of the United States Bureau of Plant Industry. 

Another fact to bear in mind is that the area that is adapted to the growing 

of citrus fruit, from a climatic standpoint is limited, and that a country wide 

competition can never be had in these products. Oranges and grapefruit are 

selling as high or higher today than they have at any previous season and the 

demand is steadily inc.:rca~ing. '.\fany physicians advise citrus fruits as a regular 

diet from a health stc:ndpoint. 

l'af!.I' Fmn 

A large citrus orchard development in th e R io Grande Valley-you ne trees j ust beginning to bear. 
Man y growers produce vegetables and tru ck between t h e cltru • trees and h elp " p ay for th~ or c h ard." 

Va lley m a ids a nd !!,olden itrapefruit-mid -win ter in 
t h e Magic Valley. 

Valley Citrus G rove T welve years old- producing 
tho u sand a of d oll a r s per acre each aeason . 

Exhibi t of "Valley" Ci trus Fru it at t h e State Fair . 
Dallas-A Prize Win n er. 

A Five year old Citrus Orchard now In full pro
duc tion-typica l of m a n y Valley Orc hard•. 
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C · f · The principal citrus fruits grown in the Magic 

ltfUS fill ts Valley are grapefruit, oranges, lemons and limes. 

(Continued) o attempt will be made to go into the different 

varieties of these fruits as there are many vari

eties that do well in the valley. 

The following table of citrus development indicates the rapidity of citrus 

development,, particularly since 192-1-. It, was at this time that the realization 

of the possibilities of citrus fruit first became generally known because of the 

re. ults obtained from the planting of five years or more previously. Citrus 

fruits will ultimately be the Valley's greatest commodity and the one that 

will bring in the highest return. 

Prior to 191 there were planted in the Valley 700,000 citrus trees of all va

rieties. The plan ling for the years since then follows : 

TABLE SHOWI G DEYELOPME T OF CITRUS I D STRY 

THE "MAGIC VALLEY" 

Prior to 191 .............................. . 

191 -19 citrus trees planted .................. . 

1919-20 citrus trees planted .................. . 

1920-21 citrus trees planted .................. . 

1921-22 citrus trees planted .................. . 

1922-23 citrus trees planted .................. . 

1923-24 citrus trees planted ... ............... . 

1924-25 citrus trees planted .................. . 

700,000 
150,000 

300,000 
300,000 
200,000 
477,202 
235,151 
394,0+4 

1925-26 citrus trees planted................. 463,441 

1926-27 citrus trees planted. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 645,0-19 

1927-28 citrus trees planted.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,204,270 

192 -29 citrus trees planted... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,699,824 

1930 young citrus trees in nurseries .... . . . . . . . . 6,000,000 

Grand total of all trees ................. 12,76 ,981 

Figuring an average of sixty trees t,o the acre this would give the Valley ap

proximately 110,000 acres of citrus groves. The nurseries of the Valley now have 

approximately 6,000,000 young trees growing. including those buclcle<l and those 

to be hu<l<led. 

twelve year old Citrus Grove In The "Valley"-an A mature Citrus Orchard in mid-winter a few acres 

Orchard that has paid for Itself many times over. like this makes one "Independent". 

A model youna Citrus Orchard alona the outhern Pacific In the Lower 
Rio Grande Valley of Texas- Just be1Unnlng production. 

Picking !1,rapefrult in March; 
typical "Valley" Orchard. 

A three year old Orchard of the famous " Pink grape fruit" in 
The Lower Rio Grande Valley. 
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Truck 
Crops that are harvested when 

market prices are highest , 

Early and Late. 

The Rio Grand Valley is now being 

recognized as one of the U nitcd States 
premier producing sections of fresh, 

late fall, winter and early spring truck 
crops. \Vhile its climate permits the 
growing of vegetables the year 'round, 
the growers prefer to concentrate their 
truck crop production at the seasons o( 

the year when other sections are not in competition and when 

prices are most apt to be the best. On the following page is a chart 

showing the leading truck crops produced and data pertinent to 

each crop. Many other truck crops not so well known are produced 

for specialized markets and have proven very successful to the 

growers, such as parsley, dandelions, sweet potato s, English peas, 

rhubarb, escarole, anise, broccoli, chickory, endive, romaine, etc. 

The following table showing the total number of cars of vegeta

bles shipped from the Valley each year beginning with 1920, em

phasizes the rapid development of the truck crop industry. 

Season of 1920-1921. .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -1-,129 

Season of 1921-1922.................. .. ......... 6,529 

Season of 1922-1923 ...................... ....... 3,540 

Season of 1923-1924 . .............. . ......... . .. 12,674 

Season of 1924-1925 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12 ,455 

Season 0£1925-1926 .......................... 15,725 

Season of 1926-1927 .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15,991 

Season of 1927-1928 . . . .. . . . 

Season of 1928-1929 .. .. . .... . 

19,452 

22,396 

In connection with both citrus and truck production the canning 

industry is becoming of increasing importance. During 1928, 11,-

600 cases of grapefruit and over 3,000,000 o. 2 cans o( beans, 

beets, spinach, mustard, turnip greens and tomatoes were cann d. 

The greater part of the grapefruit yield was shipped to other 

states, but practically all of the canned vegetables were consumed 

in Texas. 
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\ Field of Early Fall Bean~:1n the Valley- A hil!hly remunerative crop. 

Harvestins.t Cnrrots for Nntionnl Cannery. 

Carrot Flold ;n The Valley-about a million cane 
of Soup. 

Parsley field ready for the early market. 

Shipi:;,ni,t out early Valley Cabhal!c to 
Eastern Markct111 . 
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Successful 
Truck Crop production with big 

yields in the 
Lower Rio Grande Valley. 

This chart was compiled from 
figures furnished by the leading suc
cessful truck farmers of the Magic 
Valley. They do not represent the 
average of all growers but do repre-

sent, Lhc average over a period of several years of the growers 
who furnished the daLa. 

KIND OF CROP 

!JEANS ---
Bl·ETS 

CABB.\GE 

C,\t;LIFLO\\ l•:R 

CTCl \I BERS 

CFLER\' 

C.\RROIS 

EGG PLANT 

I !\IE 
()I, 

l'L,\NTING 

Sept. 15-0 t. I. 
Feb. 1-'.\ lar I. 
---
Ocl. I-Dec. I. 

Jul, I Ike. I. 

Jul1 I l)("c I. 

Fl•!,. I-'.\l at. 

St•pt. I Feh. I. 

1~•pt. l •Jan . I. 

l
l•eh. I \lay I. 

Jul y I Aug. 15. 
Jan. 1-~lar. I. 

TI\IE 
OF 

\I.\Tl ' RIT\' 

\Jar. 20- \pr. 15 
/Nov. 5-No,·. 20. 

N°'·· 15-Jan. 30 

Oct. I0- 11ar. 15. 

Oct. 10-Apr. I. 

Apr. I May 5. 

Jan. 15 Mar. 20. 

No,. 15-\lar. 15 1 

'.\lay 15-J unc 15. 

Oct. 15-Dec. I. 
\lay I-July I. 

\ug . 15-Sept. 30 Oct. 20-Dec. 15. 
POTATOI::S(\\hite l Jan. 1-\lar. I. ~lar. 5-May 15. 

LETTUCE 

\1l'STA!Ul 

PEPPERS 

RADISHES 

Se1_>t_._1_.J_a_n_._1_._1~ov. 1-)dar. 1. 

Feb. I ~lar. 15. 1Apr. 10 -'.\lay 20 

July I-Aug. I. No,•. I-Dec. IS. 
Jan. 1 Feb. I. ~lay 1 June I. 

Oct. I Feb. I. No,·. I \lar. I 

Jan. 15-Feb. 15. Apr. 1-~l ay I. 
ROASTING EARS Sept. I-Oct. I. Nov. 1.; Dec. 15. 

SPINACH Sept. I Feb. I. :'\ov 20-:\pr I 

WATERMELONS Feb. l-~1ar. I. '.\lay 15-July I. 

De . 1-Fe\J. I. ~lar. 15-\lay 15 

Average 
Production 
Pc-r Acre 

165 bu. 

350 bu. 
-
0 Tons 

3~ Tons 

150 bu. 

300 bu. 

250 bu. 

I 00 bu. 

250 bu. 
---

300 bu. 

50 bu . 

00 bu. 

25 bu. 

50 bu. 

I 
Amount of 

I Seed Per R!':MARKS 
Acre 

----
I to I! bu. Giant stringle~s and \\'hite \\'a..,; best varirt.ies. 

4to61bs. 
Beets are very hardy and can be planted to best 

hit market. 

I to I lb. 
Price1 fluctuate widely. 

or ~larch market. 
Plant for early market 

---- --- - ------

5to6ozs. 

ll to 2 lbs. 

5 to 6 ozs. 

2 to 3 lb-;. 

I to lj lbs. I 
! to l lb. 

15 to 20 bu. 
----

I lb. 
----

2 lbs. 

} to I lb. 

5to8lbs. 

5 to 6 lbs. 

6 to 10 lbs. 

ll to 2 lbs. 

Extra early snowball best variety. Crop is gain 
ing in popularity. 

Early cukes bring fancy prices. Sold for ta blc 
use. 

Just beginning to Ix: grown commercially. Avail 
able data on valley celery indicates extremely 
high net acre returns. 

Ea.,;;y to grow. \\"idc variation in price. 

l nabl<" to secure accurate data on cantaloupes. 
llowe,·er, yields are high and prices very at
tractive for early melons. 

----------
Egg Plants have been known to yield over $750 

per acre 

Cenifiecl seed Potatoes yield double or more 
than common stock. 

Lettuce can be put on the market at the time of 
high price!-\. 

Fits in with mixed cars of vegetables. 

Ruby King mo"-t popular. Good in mixed cars. 

l"sed largely as a catch crop. Yie lds ,·ery 
prolifically. 

Becoming one of the Magic Valley's leading 
crops for early spring and late fall markets. 

Best used in small patches by individual 
truckers. Price uncertain. 

"10\1 \IOI,-; Jul1 1-SC'pt. I. Oct. 15-0ec. 15. 350 nates 1 l!J. 

May watermelons command fabulous prices. 

Yield well in both spring and fall. _..\n im 
ponant cro1>. 

J:.111 
SQL\ '11 ('- 111111··1 · Sept. 
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l - ~1ar I 
1 Nov. I 

~lar. 10-May 10. 
Nov. 15 Jan . 15. ISO bu. 2 to 3 lb•. 

A good mixed car \'egetablc. Bears over a 
long period. 

A Valley Cabbage fi eld . It's fields, not " Patch es" 
there. 

Field of Asparagus-Orchard In the back ground. 

Harves ting Parsnips In March for early Market. 

Hoeing a b ill fie ld of Mustard In the "Valley". 

Farly Pota to Field abou t ready fr.r \ fo rket. 

Field of Broccoli, M arc h 26, t 929. 
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Staple Crops 
or regular farm crops, which are 

produced in abundance. 

Staple crops, such as cotton, 
corn, red top cane, feterita, milo 
maize, kaffir corn, hegari, darso, 
rhodes grass, sudan grass and 
the legumes alfalfa, cow peas 
and sweet clover, do well in the 

Valley, but with the exception of cotton, have not been grown exten
sively, due to the fact that soil and climatic conditions are favorable 
to the growing of highly specialized crops that can be grown only in a 
comparatively small area of the nited States. This condition, 
however, is changing gradually as the growers are beginning to 
realize the value of a balanced farm program and are including 
poultry and dairying. 

Cotton is the most popular of the staple crops. Exceptionally 
fertile soils together with irrigation insure uniform production even 
during the years when failures are in the rule elsewhere; and favor
able climatic conditions insure early maturity which means top 
market prices. Yields average from one-half to one bale per acre. 
The 1929 crop totaled 114,000 bales. 

Corn is being grown extensively but from sixty to seventy percent 
is sold on the green market. All matured corn is consumed locally. 

Feterita, milo maize, ka:ffir corn, darso and hegari have not been 
planted extensively but their acreage shows an increase in keeping 
with the increase in dairying and poultry raising. 

Red top cane is being planted largely for hay. Several cuttings 
are had from one planting with yields ranging from four tons to 
eight tons to the acre. Cane is also grown to a small extent for pas
ture and ensilage; cane ensilage is very popular among south Texas 
dairymen. 

Rhodes and sudan are the most, popular of the pasture grasses, 
rhodes for beef and sudan for dairy cattle. Both also produce excel
lent hay, that from rhodes grass resembling timothy. Three or four 
cuttings a year from each are usual. Rhodes grass is one of the most 
nutritious grasses known and reseeding is necessary only every 
three or four years. Sudan must be seeded every year but is very 
prolific and is considered very important in the dairy program. 

Alfalfa is grown largely for hay, yielding approximately one ton 
of hay per cutting with from five to seven cuttings a year possible. 

Cow peas and sweet clover are grown almost exclusively for cover 
and soiling crops, cow peas in summer and sweet clover in winter. 
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"Valley" Field ->f Cotton-<!arly September. 

Busy scene arour.d a "Valley Cotton Cin." Field of Valley Broom Corn. 

A Valley Corn crop early May. 

Swccl C lover 11,rowlni In youn~ Citrus OrcharJ 

Harvestini hay in t h e "Valley"-bu nker croos are t h e r u le 



Special 
Fruit Crops 

New Developments that are 

proving Highly Profitable , 

The Avocado, sometimes called 
Alligator Pear, is proving to be very 
successful and a considerable acre
age is being planted. Twenty-five 
trees are planted to an acre and they 
require about the same care as citrus 
except that more water and less pro
tection against cold is needed. Tree s 
begin·, bearing . when three years old 

and reach maturity at six or seven and produce from 1,500 to 2,000 
avocados each. At the present time avocados are retailing for from 
fifteen cents to thirty-five cents a piece. The fruit is very nutritous, 
being used in Mexico as a substitute for butter. In the United 
States it is used largely in salads. By planting three varieties, pro
duction may be had all year. In addition to producing a valuable 
fruit, the tree is a beautiful evergreen. 

Papayas have been grown in the Valley for many years for home 
consumption but due to their poor keeping qualities were not con
sidered a commercial crop. Recently, however, new varieties have 
been developed that can be shipped anywhere, and considerable 
acreages are now being planted, promising a new industry that 
should prove very profitable. The tree has a very quick growth, 
fruit setting on in three or four months from seed and maturing in 
about twelve months, with an average production of possibly 100 
to the tree, which means a large acreage production as 700 trees are 
planted on an acre. Trees have a normal life of six or seven years. 
No irrigation (is~ necessary. The fruit resembles a cantaloupe some
what but inside and out can be eaten with salt and pepper or lemon. 
The seeds are popular for salads. The papaya is also a source of 
commercial pepsin. 
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Papaya trees--.,arly March. Bananas !1,rowlng, in The "Valley". 

Fi!1,s are one of the fast developing, crops of South 
Texas. Observe how thick they !1,row on each branch. 

Valley Date Palm laden with delicious dates. A two year old Grapevine in The Lower Rio Grande 
Valley. 
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Special Fruit Crops 
(Continued .) 

At the present time bananas 

are being grown for home con

sumption only, but with the de-

veloping of new varieties, of fine 

flavor and quick maturity and the tremendous losses from disease 

in the commercial producing s ctions of central America, there is a 

possibility of this fruit becoming a real comnwreial crop. 

The loquat is a beautiful evergreen tree. It begins fruiting when 

three years old and reaches maturity at six with a height of about 

twenty-five feet. The fruit occurs in clusters, dark yellow in color 

about the size of a guina egg and with a delicious flavor resembling 

both the peach and pineapple. One hundred trees are planted to an 

acre and very little irrigation is necessary. The loquat should be

come a commercial crop as the fruit matures in February and 

March when very few varieties of fruit are on the market. 

\\'hen budded on native root stock, the Japanese persimmon is 

very successful. It is a prolific producer and the fruit is of very fine 

quality. It requires a great deal of water but otherwise needs very 

little attention. Fruit matures from S ptember , to December , . 

Ancohita- this fruit is sometimes called, "Wild Olive," but is not 

related to the olive in any way, although the fruit is about the 

size of a large olive; the seed also resembles an olive seed except 

that the ends are pointed. The fruit occurs in clusters and when 

ripe is a pinkish white. It begins bearing one year from seed and 

reaches maturity in four years and fruits all year. Very little irri

gation is ncede 1. 

The Date does exceptionally wC'!l and should prove to be a very 

profitable commercial crop but care should be exercised in selecting 

the variety to plant. lany varieties are being experimented with 

by the government to determine the ones best adapted to Valley 

conditions. 

Young Grape Vlneyurd "\',1lle) " . 

'Loquat tree at blossom time. 

Kumquat tree-''Valley''a 

Delicious White Grapes. 

Row or Commercial Date Bearing Trees. 

,\ small tree or unusually large Lemons In The Low•r 
Rio Grande Valley. 
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Dairying 
Poultry Raising and 
other similiar "Valley" 

developments. 

TWO OF THE INDUS
TRIES that offer great oppor
tunity for success have never 
been developed on a large scale 
in the Valley and consequently 
off er exceptional opportunity. 
These two industries are dairy
ing and poultry raising. With 
the feed crops growing through

out the winter, and with such warm winter climate, the highest pro
duction per cow can be maintained here of any section in the 
United States; and the production per cow is the directly govern
ing factor in dairy profits. In addition the expensive barns required 
in the northern states are not needed, as the cows are allowed in the 
open practically all of the time except at milking time. 

Poultry raising is destined to become one of the Valley's leading 
industries because under proper management, maximum egg pro
duction is obtained from ovember to February, which is the sea
son of the year when eggs are very scarce and bring the highest 
market price. In addition baby chicks can be hatched in the fall and 
friers put on the market in the early spring at a time when market 
data shows us that friers bring the highest market price. Further, 
pullets five and six months old can be delivered to buyers at a time 
when the average northern hatcheries are forced to deliver baby 
chicks, thus enabling the purchaser to gain five or six months in the 
age of his flock. All of the feeds necessary for poultry raising are 
being grown successfully in the Rio Grande Valley and this combi
tion of soils and climate is proving as profitable in the poultry in
dustry as in the citrus and truck industry. 

Bee culture in the Valley is also proving highly profitable as 
citrus blooms and the natural wild flowers, of which there are a 
great profusion, furnish the bees with an abundance of material 
for making honey. The bees in the Magic Valley do not hibernate 
in the winter and are consequently on the job every day in the 
year. According to the last United States census report, a higher re
turn was received from the investment in bees than from the in
vestment in any other type of agricultural commodity, averaging 
nearly 100 percent or better per year. 

The fact that alfalfa and other leguminous crops, as well as such 
a wide variety of feed crops, grow so well offers an ideal condition 
for the profitable raising of hogs, particularly as part of the dairy 
operation. Hogs can be raised and fattened here at as low or lower 
per pound cost than anywhere else in the United States. 
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Live Stock and Poultry scenes In the Lower Rio Grande Valley. 



I WHERE SUFFICIENT • g t • WATER is available and 

r rl a 10n where natural rainfall is not 
too heavy to enable men to 

11 d 1 d F ·1· control to a large extent, 
a we eve ope act 1 ty their moisture supply, farm-
contributing much to "SURE CROPS" ing with irrigation is the 

in the "MAGIC VALLEY". safest and most satisfactory 
method of farming known to 

man. In very few places are these conditions more ideal than in 
the Magic Valley of the Lower Rio Grande. The twenty three inch 
annual rainfall of the valley is not sufficient to materially over sup
ply moisture at any one time, but it is sufficient to reduce the need 
of irrigation water to a low amount. Different crops require from 
one to two, and some crops require as high as five irrigations during 
the season. 

In the Magic Valley there are thirteen primary and seve1al 
smaller irrigation systems with over 2,500 miles of main canals and 
thousands of miles of laterals. These systems serve over 500,000 
acres and use approximately half the normal flow of the Rio 
Grande. There is a movement now under way to concrete all canals, 
as earth canals due to leakage and seepage only deliver about 
thirty to thirty-five percent of the water taken from the river to 
the land for crop purposes. Concrete canals will thus enable the 
volume of water now taken from the river to serve more than 
double the lands it is now serving, which is more land than is avail
able for irrigation purpose in the Rio Grande Valley; thus insuring 
an ample supply for any and all irrigation purpose for crop pro
duction. 

Irrigation water from the Rio Grande carries as high or higher 
silt plant food content than water from any other river, exceeding 
even that from the Nile River in Egypt, as has been demonstrated 
by comparative chemical analyses of the two waters. This is one of 
the important factors in maintaining the fertility of the soil in the 
Magic Valley in view of such heavy acreage production. 

There is present between 20,000 and 24,000 pounds of silt in ev~ry 
acre foot of Rio Grande water which is supplied to the land with 
the water. This is equivalent to heavy applications of fertilizer 
annually and helps to insure a continually fertile soil. 

The soils of the valley being of alluvial or semi-alluvial origin, 
are highly productive and suited to a wide variety of crops. The 
heavier soils are proving to be well adapted to vegetable crops. 
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Citrus fruits are proving profitable on all of t he soils that are well 
drained, and the majority of the Rio Grande Valley soils are well 
drained. The drainage problems are taken care of in connection 
with the irrigation syst ems. General farm crops grow profitably 
upon all types of agricultural soils. 

Those who are unfamiliar with irrigation and its results might 
be prone to think that farming under such conditions would be an 
expensive operation. It is true that it does cost more to operate, 
but special crops, commodities for early market, and the extremely 
high acre yields, give production costs that will compare favorably 
with any section; and the higher out-of-season market price offers 
a greater margin of profit on the commodities produced. 

Photos show lrrillation Canals and method of watering the crops in the Fields of the Valley. 
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Living 
in the "Magic Valley" 

offers the utmost 
en3oyment. 

ORDI ARIL Y when the tetm person
ality is used it refers to an individual , but 
there is no other tetm that describes the 
friendly appeal , with the a tmosphere of 
doing things, the spiritof working together , 
the feeling of things being successfully ac
complished, the touch of wholesome play
fulness and the many other outstanding 
characteristics that go to make up the life 
of the Magic Valley. One can actually feel 
the Valley spirit at first arrival. 

The number of cars found in Valley towns, the friendly greetings received, 
the manner in which everyone seems to have a definite aim in view with a 
resolution to accomplish his objective within the shortest length of time, all 
go to make Valley personality stand out as few other places have ever done. 
There is an old saying in the Valley that "when you have once taken a drink 
of Rio Grande water that you are sold on the Valley and should you leave, 
you will always come back." This thought naturallycomes from the fact that 
when one once becomes associated with such a hustling, thriving community, 
no other place ever gives exactly the same feeling and suffers on comparision 
with the Valley so that the desire to come back to the Valley is prevalent. 

Space here does not permit the mentioning of all the elements that go to 
create the "personality" of the Magic Valley. However, mention might well 
be made of the Valley hamber of Commerce which is the parent organization 
of the chambers of commerce in each of the larger towns of the Valley. This 
organization is composed of the executives of the local chambers of commerce 
and was created for the purpose of treating as a whole the Valley and its prob
lems of growth and development. 

Between the different sections of the Valley, surrounding the different towns, 
one finds a very wholscome spirit of the keenest rivalry which is conducive to 
the highest type of development. However, on matters of Valley wide interest, 
one finds the entire Valley working together as one individual to further its 
interests; and to protect its rights. 

It is difficult to determine any city limits in the Valley, it being essentially 
an agricultural country with the towns as the centers of agricultural sections. 

In addition to the chambers of commerce we find luncheon clubs, including 
Rotary, Lion's, etc., in practically all the Valley towns. This spirit of "get 
together" naturally enables the different towns to treat all of their problems 
as a whole and eliminates the friction within that is usually found in so many 
of the American cities. Possibly one of the most important factors that makes 
life in the Rio Grande Valley outstanding is the Valley Federation of Women's 
Clubs. This is the parent organization for women's clubs throughout the Valley. 
and is not a women's club in name only for it is one of the most active influences 
in the Valley. The women acting together in this organization have been re
sponsible for the highly developed social life in the Valley, the high standard 
of home life, and of living, as well as many other practices that influence social 
and home life 
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I ropical Scenery prol'idee beautiful aettlnQa for attracti\'e l.omu throuQbout the Valley, 



Happiness 
is the keynote of those living in 

the Lower Rio Grande Valley. 

In the Valley also are practically all of 

the fraternal organizations, and Valley citi

zens are cooperating in organizing the 

Water Users' Association, citrus exchanges, 

press associations, farm bureau and other 

similar organizations. 

One of the things that the Valley especially prides itself on is one of the finest 
school systems in the United States. The schools are not only large and com
modious, but are of the very finest types and many hundreds of thousands of 
dollars have been voted for the continuation of these great schools. Coopera
tive high schools are found throughout the Valley in addition to the great num
ber of grade schools affording adequate facilities at every point in the Valley. 

Practically every variety of religious denomination is represented with hand
some churches throughout the Valley. A great many non-denominational com
munity churches have been established, which have proven very successful. 
in addition to the great denominational churches which are found in practically 
every community. 

Possibly the three things that the Valley prides itself on most, as a place to 
live, in addition to its climate and other natural advantages, is its churches, its 
schools and its paved highways. A community that possesses these three factors 
as highly advanced as they are in the Valley, together with the climate which 
is healthy for man and beast, and productive for all growing things, with its 
very fertile soils, offers an opportunity for happy, successful lives that is seldom 
found anywhere else Valley air is especially soothing and healing to persons 
sufiering from diseases of the lungs. Every person who is not fully satisfied with 
where he is, whether it be a health standpoint, climatic standpoint poor soil 
standpoint or whatever it may be, owes it to himself to fully investigate the 
wonderful opportunities offered in the Magic Valley of the Lower Rio Grande. 

The Magic Valley is not booming and the citizens of the Valley are doing 
everything in their power to prevent a boom. The growth is rapid but on a 
firm foundation, for the Valley has the properties that will go to make it one 
of the most highly developed parts of the country. 

From a recreation standpoint the Magic Valley offers ideal conditions. 
Fishing, both salt and fresh water, is of the best and nearly every variety of 
fish found in subtropical waters is awaiting the angler. No better tarpon fishing 
is found anywhere than along the Texas coast, adjacent to the Valley. 

The Valley and its surrounding territory is veritably a hunters paradise. It 
is one of the best deer hunting places in the United States. Wild turkey, javelin, 
or "wild hogs", quail. both bob white and blue tops, white wings, a wide variety 
of doves, about twice as large as the common dove, and many other kinds of 
game, keep the hunter well occupied and satisfied. 

For those desiring other recreations, the Valley offers beautiful and well 
kept golf courses, bathing beaches, country clubs with their attendant amuse
ments, and only a few miles away across the Rio Grande is Old Mexico, with 
its old world atmosphere and attractions. 
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Churches, schools and public 
buildings are of the most mod

ern types throughout the 
"Valley." 



Civic 
Pride and Development 
extends throughout The 
"Valley"-Thriving little 
cities are closely related. 

HEAVY acre yields, clue to the in
herent fertility of the soil, intensive cul
tivation, sufficient irrigation water for 
growing crops, together with the natural 
1 imitation of the territory that possesses 
all these characteristics, combine to cause 
a higher order of intensive development. 
Farms are small in size and people live 
closer together. The entire Magic Valley 

could almost be classed as one large city, developed around certain 
civic centers for it is almost impossible to tell where urban devel
opment ends and suburban development begins. 

Edinburg, McAllen, Mission, Harlingen, and San Benito are 
the larger towns in the Valley and are growing larger every day. 
There is the keenest rivalry between all Valley towns for they are 
all wide awake and growing. Brownsville, the southernmost city 
of the Magic Valley, as well as of the rest of the United States, is 
the largest Valley town, having some 20,000 population. On th 
new Southern Pacific line from Edinburg to Harlingen, and from 
Harlingen to Brownsville, the following towns have been opened up: 

tations Stations 
Edinburg From From Harlingen From From 

to Ediu- Ilarli11- to Browns- Ilarhn-
Harlingen burg gen Brownsville ville gen 

San Carlos .... 6.7 25 .7 Harlingen .. 31.0 
La Blanca .... 9.0 23.4 Lantana .... 23.7 7.3 
Elsa .......... 11 . 7 20.7 Lozano .... 21. 3 9.7 
Ed Couch ..... 13 .4 19.0 Lacoma .... 16 . 1 14.9 
La Villa ...... 15.5 16.9 Cuates ..... 12 . 7 18.3 
Santa Rosa ... 22.8 9.6 Los Fresnos. 11. 7 19 .3 
Primera ..... 27 .5 4.9 Tejon ...... 5 .3 25.7 
Harlingen ..... 32 .4 Brownsville 31.0 

The table shows the distance these towns are apart and also the 
distance they are from Edinburg and Harlingen, and from Browns
ville and Harlingen. 

All the towns in the Valley offer exceptional opportunity for 
commercial and industrial development, and the new towns open
ing up along the Southern Pacific offer pioneering development in 
many lines. Again you are invited to visit this Magic Valley and 
to decide for yourself, after personal examination, the location 
that more nearly fits your needs and fulfills your desires. 
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One of the Country Clubs with Golf Course In The 
"Valley"-year round play makes golf a favorite sport Permanent highways connect practically all lmpor• 

there. rant Valley Points. 

Duck Hunting Is excellent during November. De• 
cember and January. 

There arc plenty of deer and other big 
game In The "Valley". 

A big one caught in the Gulf near Browns-
ville-there are lots of smaller ones tho. 

This view of the Famous Rio Grande was taken from 
the International Bridge which connects Brownsville 

with Matamoras, Mexico. 
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Seeing 
For Yourself 

1 s the most satisfactory 

method of choosing your 

Investments. 

The descriptive matter in this little 

booklet is for your information in order 
to help you to decide whether you will 
be interested in such a country if the 
facts , as described, were borne out on 
careful inspection. Every prospective 
new citizen of this section is urged to 

come down and personally select his land 
for the Valley people arc as desirous of 

selecting good citizens for their neighbors as new comers are of 
selecting good lands for profitable farming operations. Texas is a 

large State and consequently contains some land which is not de
sirable from an agricultural standpoint and unfortunately, un

scrupulous promotors have sold land of this kind to buyers who 
did not take the trouble to find out what they were purchasing 

and for that reason we urge every prospective new-comer, whether 
it be to the Magic Valley of the Lower Rio Grande, or to any other 
section of this great state, which abounds in opportunity, to make 

a careful examination and selection before he invests money in 
Texas property. Texas lands and developments will stand such ex

amination and inspection and by doing this the new-comer not only 
protects himself, but the good name of the state of Texas. 

When it's winter elsewhere the weather is delightfully warm in 

the Magic Valley, consequently a visit during the winter months 
is especially enjoyable. Low fares prevail from most all points-or 

on your trips between the East and West you may have your 
ticket routed to include a trip thru this wonderful garden spot of 

America with stops at interesting Texas and Louisiana cities. 

Your nearest Southern Pacific representative will gladly explain 

this service. 
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San Antonio Is but a short overnight 
ride from The Lower Rio Grande Valley 
and offers a wonderful "closeby" Market 
for large quantities of Valley products. 
This picturesque city Is noted for Its hls
torlc Alamo, many old missions, Breck
enridge National Park and government 
Army cnmps . 
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Rice Institute, Houston; richly endowed cd u 
c-atlona1 Institution. 

Alamo with modern Medical Arts 
Pui!cllni! In the hackj!round. 

Houston Is reached overnlgh I from 
The "Valley" and with San Antonio com
prises the two Important gateways to the 
prolific "Valley" country. Houston has be
come famous as a man made port through 
the completion of the 50 mile Ship 
Chnnn el to the Cuff. 
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Southern Pacific 
and its Part in the Develop
ment of Texas and the Lower 

Rio Grande Valley. 

Vision is the first 
requisite of accom
plishment, the vital 
essence of all true suc
cess. Attribute of every 
poineer soul, it sets 
him high above his 
fellows, starbound. 

Such favored one has fought and conquered mountain and 
swamp and stream and ocean and air in the spirit of bringing all 
men and things within a common touch. His greatest service yet 
fulfilled lies in TRANSPORTATIO -thousands and thousands 
of miles of railroads and steamship lines and air routes efficiently 
operated all over the world. 

In the United States back in the sixties heroic minds conceived 
the plan and determination to bring East and West together. Men 
of indomitable will, courage, and skill persisted in the high vision, 
struggling under almost insuperable difficulties, sometimes halted 
because of devastating floods, ravages of epidemic in labor camp, or 
lack of capital, or failure of promised cooperation, changing man
agement or ownership as necessity demanded. 

Such was the early history of the construction of the several divi
sions of railroads now incorporated in the Southern Pacific Lines, 
more thrilling and varied than the story of The Covered Wagon, 
winding from the rising sun to the portals of the Golden Gate. 

The first railroad built in Texas, construction beginning in 1851, 
is a part of the Southern Pacific Lines. The first railroad to reach 
Texas from Louisiana, known as "Bayley's Dream," is a part of 
the Southern Pacific Lines. The first railroad in Texas to cross the 
Great Dividetomeetitsmateatmid-continent on January 12, 1883, 
is the main artery of the Southern Pacific Lines, the Sunset Route. 

Had the San Antonio and Aransas Pass railroad-a part of the 
Southern Pacific Lines-continued to its original destination at 
that time planned, namely, to the Rio Grande and to Brownsville, 
it would have been the first railroad into the Valley. For reasons 
well known to the railroad world, construction stopped at Fal
furrias, although thirteen miles of original grading from Falfurrias 
south has stood from 1904 to the present day. 

The original survey and construction of a railroad to the Lower 
Rio Grande country, now known as the MAGIC VALLEY of 
Texas, was accounted a wild and visionary undertaking, almost as 
much so as that of "Bayley's Dream." 
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Southern Pacific And now, the coming of 
the Southern Pacific, which 

DEVELOPMENT re t' d) has more operated mileage 
• ' 

00 
mue · than any other railroad in 

the United States, and which with its steamship lines reaches 
from ew York on the Atlantic to Portland on the Pacific aives the 
Valley transportation service reaching every market on the conti
nent, and connecting with every principal world port by ships at sea. 

The combined excellence of transportation facilities and service 
~o~ provides ~ssurance that the Valley will inevitably enjoy un
limited and uninterrupted progress and prosperity. 

The J?Olicy of the Southern Pacific Lines has always been one of 
~gg~essive devel~pment. Its custom is to build up markets along 
~ts lines, ~mploying ev_ery agency to develop new territory. This 
1s conclusively shown 111 the unparalleled service afforded Louisi
ana, Texas, ew Mexico, Arizona, California, Oregon, Nevada, 
Utah, and over eleven hundred miles of the west coast of Mexico 
and every section touched by its lines. ' 

Pursuing the present trend of railroad expansion favored by the 
Government, the Southern Pacific has, by its determined effort 
to ~nter the Lower Valley of the Rio Grande, broadcast to th 
nation and to the world_ the unique importance of this territory, 
the dev~lopment of which has now reached a point justifying 
greatly increased transportation facilities. 

The psychological effect resulting from the contest before the 
Interstate Commerce Commission and the granting of permit to 
enter created more far-reaching and favorable publicity than any 
the Valley has hitherto received. 

Accepting the premise that development follows transportation 
faci~ities, it i~ reasonable to conclude that the entry of the Southern 
~acific at this stage of the Valley's progress will greatly stimulate 
investment of large capital, more intensive cultivation of lands 
already u!1der the plow, promote the building of new communities 
~nd clearing of hundreds of new farms, rapidly increase popula
tion, and guarantee the excellence of transportation service in a 
country fast demanding the utmost in every developing agency. 

..J On your trips between East and West, go over The Famous ) 

~: 

"Sunset Route" via New Orleans - then see Texas and the 1 

MAGIC VALLEY of the Lower Rio Grande. "Sunset Route" 
Gateways to the "Valley" are Houston and San Antonio. 
Or if you travel from the orth or Middle West, enter Texas 
through those great Texas Cities Dallas and Ft. Worth. / 
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THIS BOOKLET WAS IS!Ul!D llY 

J. T. MONROE, 
Passenger Traffic Manater, 

SOUTHERN PACIFIC LINES 
HOUSTON, TEXAS 

Who solicits requests for further Information about The Lower Valley of the 
Rio Grande, The Magic Valley of Texas, or you can addr ss 

your request to any of the followin,2 offices: 

J. II. DESHCROW. G. A., 
Passenger Dept., 

33 W. Jackson Ulvd., 
Southern Pacific Building, 
Chica~o. Illinois 

II. II.GRAY, General E:iiitcrn 
Passcn:,1er Agent, 

53!'i Fifth Ave., 
Uptown Ticket Office: 

531 Fifth Ave. 
Downtown Ticket Office: 

165 Broadway, 
New York, N. Y. 

S. C. CHILES, GE-neral Easten1 
Frel~ht Agent, 

165 Broadway, No ;v York, N. Y. 

E. S. LEAVITT, G. A., 
209 Old South ntd~ .• 
Boston, .\fastmclmsetts 

.\. J. POSTO.', G. A., 
400 Southern Rld2,, 
Washington, D. C. 

I.. II. TRIMBI.F,, G. A., 
205-7 Mafe. tic Bid~., 
Detroit, Michig:m 

W. 11. JOHNSO,', G. A., 
209 Morris Bid~ .• 
Baltimore, :Maryland 

G. II. VOGEL, G. A .• 
204 Ellicott Squ:ire Bldg., 
Buffalo, N. Y. 

ROBERT l\IcDOWELL, G. A., 
205 Dixie Terminal Bldg., 
Cincinnati, Ohio 

W. J. KI.', 'EY, D. F. & P .. 
Fourth & Walnut Sta., 
Louisvlllt>, Ky. 

E.G. COOK, G. A., 
1116 Hippodrome Bldll., 
Cleveland, Ohio 

L. B. BANii..S, G. A., 
Carl<'ton llld~., 6th & Olive Sts., 
St. Louis, Missouri 

F. 'f. BROOKS, G. A., 
71)6 Packard Illdg., 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

II. F. STARKE, G. A., 
105 Park Bld~., 
Pittsllur~h. Pennaylvanla 

L Y01 LISTON, G. A., 
309 Merchant• Bunk Bldg., 
Indlunupolis, Indiana 

. J. BRO\ • ·, G . A .. 
501-2·3 Protective Life Bldg., 
Birmingham, Alabama 

D. ASBURY, G. A., 
216 lh•aley Bid~ .• 
.'.tlanta, Gt>orgla 

L. I. :i\lASON, Commercial Agt., 
bl3 Reynolcls Tobacco Co. ll'dg., 
\'iinston-S.th•m, . C. 

F W. SEDG\ 'ICK, G. A., 
112 Railway Exchange Bldg., 
Kansas City, l\lis.souri. 

C. A BEVIS, G. A., 
716 Exchan~c Bid~., 
Memphi!!, Tennessee 

ROiff. K. S~lITII, G. A., 
1028 !\fetropolltan Life Bld'1,, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

J. A. EADS. G. A., 
924 Perrine Uldg., 
Oklahoma City, Ol .. Iahom.i 

E. H. Williams. G. A., 
404 Bo~toa Bid~ .• 

Pilnted In U S. A 
Denver, Colorado 
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