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A Growing Town on the Cotton Belt Route. 

Get 
T 

Acquainted with 

E X A s 
- -_-_ -.,.-.... -~ .... •-_-_-1:£XAS is a good state with which to get acquainted. 

T 
This booklet gives the stranger an introduction, 

but to properly appreciate the opportunities offered 

to those who are looking for better homes, more 

profitable occupations or _business investments a 

visit should be paid to this new and rapidly 

growing country. 

The orchard lands, truck gardens and farming regions of the 

state are easily reached over the St. L ouis outh-Western Rail

way (Cotton Belt Route), which connects at St. Louis, Cairo, 

Thebes and Memphis, the principal gateways of the Southwest. 

with all railroads from the north, east and west. The Cotton 

Belt is the most direct line to Eastern, orthern and Central 

Texas and is the only route by which the choicest agricultural 

sections can be reached without a change of cars. 

Twice a month there are special homeseekers' excursions, 

which enable one to visit any part or all of the territory 

described in this booklet, and at a very small cost. If you 

are interested in Texas confer with the nearest representative 

of the Cotton Belt and obtain full information regarding rates, 

stop-over privileges, service and schedules. See the accompany

ing map and list of representatives. 

It is a good time to visit Texas right now. In this country, 

where agricultural activities arc always at work, it is not 

necessary to wait for favorable visiting seasons. Go and see 

for yourself the richness of the land and the great need the 

country has of your presence. Partake of the hospitality of 

the Texas people and make note of the advantages in the 

matter of health and climate that a residence in Texas will 

give you. 



Pri::e Winners of Eastern Te:rns. 

Ho1nes in Texas 
THE natural advantages which Texas has for the farmer 

will appeal particularly to all those who are dissatisfied 
with their present conditions. The northern farmer who 

is forced into months of idleness by prolonged winters can 
appreciate the advantage of being able to work in his fields 
every day in the year; the farmer on t~e worn-o~t N_ ew England 
hills knows how great would be his prosperity 1f he could 
transfer his operations to a few acres of virgin soil; the tenant 
who pays big rentals on high-priced farm lands in the northern, 
central and the southeastern states can figure increased profits 
from land that he can buy or rent for one-fourth less; the 
tired dweller of the city, who spends his days in close walls, 
realizes the joy of the green woods, the bright skies and the 
pure air. 

All of these-mild winters, rich soils, low-priced lands and 
a beautiful country and climate-are advantages which Texas 
offers to the stranger. 

Men Are the Country's Greatest Need 
It is men they need in Texas. They have all the capital 

they want in their land. Men are desired who are willing 
to work and are able to think. They are offering a bonus 
for men. The cry everywhere is for l/ettlers to improve and 
develop the country. There is a surplus of land and a scarcity 
of men. 

Long Season for Growing Crops 
\Vinters are so mild in Texas that the farmer begins prepar

ing for his crops while his northern neighbors are yet shoveling 
their way through the snow to the barnlot, and because of 
the early start thus gained on the growing season it is possible 
to raise several crops on the same land in one year. A crop 
of vegetables can be harvested before corn is planted and 
after the corn is gathered in the fall the ground can be sowed 
to cowpeas or sorghum, two of the very best roughage crops 
known to the Southern farmer. 

The grazing season lasts almost through the entire year 
and very little feed has to be provided the growing stock. 
It is not necessary in this country to build expensive stables 
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and barns, for the farm stock need little more than a shelter. 
The farmer does not have to spend the money he has earned 
in the summer to live through the winter. 

Plentiful Rains and Splendid Climate 
Eastern, Northern and Central Texas are well within the 

rain belt and the farmer is never troubled with drouths. The 
precipitation averages from 30 to 40 inches a year and is well 
distributed through the growing season, the crops being provided 
with moisture when they most need fr. 

Temperatures, as recorded by the United States weather 
bureau, show an average of 45 degrees for the short winters 
and 8o degrees for summer, the mercury seldom dropping 
below 20 degrees and rarely exceeding go degrees. 

Well Drained and Healthful Country 
Elevations in this country range from 6oo to r,ooo feet and 

as the country is rolling and well drained by numerous creek; 
and river~, healt~ conditions are generally good. 

Water 1s plentiful and of the best quality, both for household 
purposes and stock. The family supply is secured from springs, 
which are to be found on nearly every farm, or from wells 
which range in depth from 40 to 6o feet. In many parts of 
the state artesian wells have been developed. 

Markets in Easy Reach 
Convenient transportation faciliti.es are provided every part 

of the country and farmers and frmt growers find a convenient 
market for. thei~ pr~ducts. Fruits and vegetables are shipped 
und~r refr1geratton. m car;oads to every part of the country, 
rcfnger:itor cars b~mg p~ov1ded for that purpose. By this means 
!demph1s, St. Lo~1s, Chicago and even N cw York are brought 
m close touch with the · orchards and gardens. The markets 
of Dal.las, Fort Worth, Waco, Houston, Galveston, New Orleans 
and Little R?~k are nearer at. ~and, and there are many popu
lous :1nd t~nvmg towns and cities in the farming region to be 
supphed with foodstuffs. 

Educational and Social Advantages 
Texas has the largest school fund of any state in the Union 

and her system ?f education is established on such lines as 
enables e_very child to secure a thorough training the grade 
school, high school ~nd universities being open td it without 
fees. Th_e State A~ncultural and Mechanical College is among 
the best m the United States 

Al~ church denominations ~re represented in the cities, towns 
and v1l_lages and the newcomer has every opportunity to worsh 'p 
according to his own religious inclinations. ' 

Land Values and Purchase Terms 
Land values depen? _very much upon location and improve

.nents. Th~i:e are millions of acres of unimproved lands in 
good locaht1es and capable of the highest development that 
can be ha? a~ from $5 to $25 an acre and there are farms 
under cultivation that are to be had at from $12 to $40 an 
:1cre. The orchard lands of Eastern Texas and the more highly 
1m~roved farms of other sections will bring a larger price 
the1~ value usually being reckoned by their capacity for pro~ 
?Uct1on.. Easy terms are usually offered the purchaser and it 
ts. possible to secure a farm for about one-fourth or one
third _down, the balance to be paid out of the earnings of the 
land m t!ie years to come. 



Opportunities for the Dairyman 

Diversified Crops Enrich Farmers 
Under the new method of crop diversification the farm is 

much more profitable than it was in those days when only a 
few crops were grown. The farmer not only produces more 
wealth from his garden, orchard and dairy, but he is in a 
position where he is able to more nearly sustain himself upon 
his own products, and his surplus goes into the bank rather than 
to the store. 

Texas farmers last year made a crop of cotton valued at 
upwards of $r25,ooo,ooo, but the value of their diversified prod
ucts, their fruit and vegetables, their milk and butter, their 
chickens and eggs, their honey and their home-cured meats 
was much greater. The vast herds of long-horned cattle, which 
made the plains so well known, have disappeared and yet Texas 
has today on her farmsteads 2,000,000 more beef cattle than 
the cowboy was ever able to round-up on the old-time ranches. 

Texas Lands and Their Resources 
While all of Texas is good, so good that a man could 

scarcely fail if he made his selection blind-folded, yet when 
one comes to consider carefully all the features of the soil, 
healthfulness, climate, established settlements and convenient 
markets the Cotton Belt Country embraces the very pick of the 
state, a region that for the purpose of description may be divided 
into three sections, Eastern Texas, or the Fruit and Truck 
Belt; Northeast Texas, or the Alfalfa and Stock Raising Sec
tion, and Central Texas, the Cotton and Corn Country. These 
broadly descriptive names, however, should not be understood 
in a limiting or restrictive sense, for it would be a mistake 
to infer that any one of these sections does not produce other 
crops than those especially typical of its resources. 

Artesian "Gusher" at South Bosque. 
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East Texas Pear Orchard. 

Eastern Texas. 
and Truck 

the Fruit 
Region 

D OWN through Eastern Texas from Texarkana Westward 
to the Trinity river and from Tyler Southward through 
the iron hills and piney woods to Lufkin and beyond is 

one of the greatest peach, strawberry and truck regions in 
the United States, hundreds of carloads of the farmers' products 
being shipped to the Northern markets from the cities of this 
section every year. 

The country is rolling with a surface soil of red sandy 
loam resting on a red clay. The land was formerly covered 
with forests of pine and hardwood, but the timber has mostly 
been cleared and the cut-over lands put into orchards and 
gardens, which industries are making a new country of Eastern 
Texas. 

At Mt. Pleasant, in Titus County, the Cotton Belt line 
from Texarkana, the Eastern gateway to Texas, branches, one 
division leading to Dallas, Fort Worth and Sherman and the 
other Southward through Camp and Upshur Counties into the 
great fruit belt of Smith, Cherokee and Henderson Counties. 
It is this section that an effort will be made to describe before 
the reader is introduced to the Red River country to the north, 
where alfalfa and stock raising are the main industries, or to 
the rich Trinity and Brazos Valleys and the black lands farther 
West, where cotton, corn and diversified crops are most profitable 
to the farmer. 

Pittsburg, the county seat of Camp County, is one of the 
big potato markets of Eastern Texas. The country between 
Mt. Pleasant and Sulphur Springs, and between Mt. Pleasant 
and Gilmer, in Upshur County, is also very prolific of this 
great truck crop. 

Fruit and Truck Industries About Tyler 
Tyler, Smith County, Texas, a wide-awake city of about 

12,000 population, has four strong banks having over a million 
in deposits, fine schools and churches, a Carnegie library, three 
newspapers, two business colleges and a conservatory of music. 
Manufacturing is represented by the largest canning factory 
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in the South, a large ice factory, a box and basket factory, 
a large pottery, two brick yards, a $50,000 compress and a 
cotton seed oil mill employing 150 men, a large iron foundry, 
a planing mill, a candy factory, two steam laundries, etc. The 
general offices and machine shops of the Cotton Belt Route 
in Texas are located here, giving employment to nearly 700 
men, and the head offices of the American Refrigerator Transit 
Co. for Texas, Louisiana and Arkansas are also established 
here, recognizing this as the center of the fruit and truck 
shipping of this region. Several nurseries are kept busy growing 
fruit trees for the big orchards in this and neighboring counties. 
After a glance at the busy industries of Tyler, and the enterprise 
displayed by its energetic Commercial .Club, one is not surprised 
to learn that the city claims a bigger freight tonnage than 
any city of its size in Texas, and that it expects to double its 
population by the next Federal census. 

Big Profits from Few Acres 
The country about Tyler is generally a sandy loam, some

times a red sand, with more or less stone, which is rich in 
iron ore. The large amount of iron oxide in the soil especially 
adapts it to the cultivation of peaches, plums and all stone 
fruit, strawberries, tomatoes and peppers, giving them a flavor 
and color that cannot be attained elsewhere. A few examples 
of what is actually being done by growers in the immediate 
vicinity of Tyler are cited: 

Peaches: J. H. Parker sold 1,8oo crates, averaging 45 cents, 
from five acres, or $162 per acre. J. N. Jones realized $540 
from three and a half acres, and figured expenses at $40. 

Plums: J. H. Parker netted $100 from sixteen Japanese 
plum trees. J. H. McClurg netted $62 from the same number 
of trees. This fruit is being extensively planted. 

Apples : This does not pretend to be an apple country, 
still the early varieties do well. N. B. Hudnall reports that 
his thirty acre orchard, only a third in bearing, brought him 
$1,000. 

Pears : W. F. Boyette has a good orchard of !Geffers which 
nets him $200 per acre. ' 

Strawberries: N. B. Hudnall has six acres, from which 
he got 1,200 crates, at $2 per cratc-$2,400. J. H. Parker got 
$1,6oo from his six acres. 

Tomatoes: J. C. Hinton made 1,250 crates on two acres, 
which brought him $500 net. E. W. Olds sold the product of 
two acres for $453. J. F. Ray realized $1,250 from six acres, 
after paying freight. 

Beans and Radishes: Vv. F. Boyette sold 250 bushels at 
$1.50, making $375; deducting $rr3 expenses, leaves $262 per 
acre. He also figures a net profit of $500 from an acre of 
radishes. W. H. Neill estimates an average of $100 an acre 
or more, as a clear profit from beans, following Irish potatoes. 

Celery and Rhubarb: J. C. Hinton, who is one of the most 
intelligent gardeners in the neighborhood, is a self-taught pioneer 
in celery raising. He has three acres, and figures that he clears 
$450 an acre, after deducting expenses at $250. "I can raise 
celery,'' he says, "every month of the year, and I can make 
four crops." He is experimenting with rhubarb, and expects 
that it will do as well as celery. 

Onions : W. F. Boyette, from one acre, realized $437.50, net. 
H. W. Neill considers $500 not an unusual return for well
cultivated onions. Peppers he considers one of the best money crops. 

Opportunities Are for All 
There is no monopoly on such crops as have been cited; 

no irrigation plant, supplying a limited area; no special region, 
from which all but a chosen few are excluded. The field 
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There's Money in Truck Farming 

is free, and as wide as it is free. The land is held at no 
fancy figures, as might be expected where the returns are 
calculated in hundreds of dollars. On the contrary, the average 
acre of Illinois or Iowa farm land, at prevailing values, would 
purchase three or four acres of good truck land within five 
miles of Tyler. Good improved farms, as good as those that 
have raised the sample crops above quoted, can be bought as 
low as $35 an acre, while unimproved land which may easily 
be brought to a high state of cultivation, may be had at prices 
ranging from $10 to $40 per acre. 

The climate is milder and more pleasant than many parts 
of California or Florida, and as healthful as any part of either. 
The water is pure and good, and the society and social ad
vantages are of the best. 

Three Busy Tomato Towns 
Flint, Goodson and Bullard in Smith County south of Tyler, 

are hustling truck and fruit centers. In 1900, Flint shipped g8 
cars of tomatoes, 3 cars of mixed vegetables and 9 cars of 
peaches; Goodson shipped 29 cars of tomatoes, 9 cars of peaches 
and I car of potatoes; Bullard shipped 6 cars of strawberries, 32 
cars of tomatoes, 58 of peaches, 4 of cantaloupes, and 5 of pota
toes. In 1907, Flint shipped 78 cars of tomatoes, 11 of cantaloupes 
and mixed vegetables ; Goodson, 50 cars tomatoes and 2 mixed; 
Bullard, 78 cars tomatoes, 2 strawberries, 16 cantaloupes and 17 
mixed. Total, from these little stations, that will be towns in a 
year or two, nearly 500 cars of fruit and truck in the past two 
years. There is plenty of good land about Bullard, or near Flint 
or Goodson, for that matter, and as good as that now in truck, 
may be had from $10 to $35 per acre, and even improved farms 
may be bought, in some instances, as low as $50 to $75 per acre. 

Jacksonville, the Truck Farming Center 
In Cherokee County the soil is redder, if that were possible, 

than in Smith. In fact it is iron ore ground up into sand. And 
they have a saying in Cherokee that the redder the soil the better 
the Elbertas. Jacksonville is the center of a circle of ten miles 
radius which shipped in 1900, 1,400 cars of fruit and vegetables. 
The leading industries of the county are timber and iron. Saw 
mills and furnaces are producing wealth and employing labor, 
and along with these producers of raw material come a host 
of attendant industries. Now agriculture is restoring the de
nuded land and creating gardens. Agriculturally it is a new 
country, with the social and commercial fabric already estab
lished, and offering phenomenal advantages to the pioneer. 

Here is what Jacksonville ( exclusive of the twelve nearby 
stations) has been doing in the past four years, in shipping 
fruit and truck: 1904; 290 cars peaches, 108 cars tomatoes, 31 
cars potatoes. 1905; 267 cars peaches, 167 cars tomatoes, 27 cars 
potatoes. 1900; 240 cars peaches, 18o cars tomatoes, 39 cars pota
toes. 1907; 342 cars tomatoes and 78 cars potatoes. Several 
thousand crates were also shipped by express. For 1907 the 342 
cars of tomatoes (about 300,000 crates) netted the growers 72 
cents per crate. Eighty per cent was sold on the track at Jack
sonville. The highest price was $2 per crate and the lowest 55 
cents, or $1.65 per bushel. 

Profits Made from Truck 
A few instances out of many will indicate the profitableness 

of the truck industry, which is yet in its infancy. 
. Four acres of tomatoes made 1,300 crates and netted F. J. 

Lmsey $920. 
Three acres of tomatoes produced 700 crates and netted G. 

W. Bass $618. He also had 3¼ acres potatoes which netted 
him $432. 
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Six acres tomatoes netted vV. J . Sanford $1,225. 
One and one-eighth acre tomatoes cultivated by C. A. Forster 

produced 704 crates and netted $442.50. 
W. R. Woolery had 2½ acres in tomatoes and made 1 300 

crates, netting him $78o. ' 
Lon. Earle had eight acres in tomatoes, made 2,400 crates, 

and netted $1,700. He also had three acres of potatoes which 
netted $300. 

Story & Son, Jacksonville, had 30 acres put in potatoes on 
shares, a very common method. Product, 3,000 bushels. Their 
half netted $1,500. 

_George Merk and Walter Newton had 27 acres in potatoes 
which averaged 150 bushels to the acre. 

A. B. Merritt had one and a quarter acres in tomatoes and 
made 875 crates, which netted $562. He also had six acres in 
potatoes, from which he marketed 1,200 bushels, netting $828. 
Total, $1,390 from 7¼ acres, in early crops, which could have 
been followed by peas or some other late crop. 

The hardy Japanese oranges, grapes, figs, plums and small 
fruit offer abundant opportunities to the fruit grower, as well 
as peaches. 13 



A Great Fruit Country 

Canning Industry at Jacksonville 
Fruit drying and canning,-the latter including also vege

tables,-are among the new industries of Jacksonville that 
promise to increase the profits of the growers. 

Sweet potatoes, watermelons, cantaloupes, peanuts, ribbon 

ca1;1e, hogs and P?ultry, are among the profitable crops of the 
neighborhood, wluch, by the way, has the advantage of having 
the state experimental farm at Troupe, with all its valuable 
experience, as a near neighbor. 

Good truck and peach land may be bought within eight miles 
of the city for $6 to $20 per acre, and improved land near town 
at $25 to $40. 
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Jacksonville is a city of about 4,000 population, with two 
good banks having deposits of upwards of $700,000; good schools, 
two colleges, city water works, an electric light plant, two box 
and crate factories, ice factory, oil mill, and the transportation 
facilities of three railroads. 

Dialville, a Big Truck Shipper 
Dialville, eight miles south of Jacksonville, is an attractive 

and growing town that is disputing the supremacy of its elders 
in the matter of truck growing, having shipped 144 cars of 
tomatoes alone last season and 16g in 1906. The total ship
ments of fruit and vegetables last year were 190 cars, and 20'.l 

the year before. 

Iron Industries at Rusk 
Rusk, the county seat of Cherokee County, has a population 

of about 2,500, and, besides the East Texas Baptist Institute, 
it is also the location of the East Texas penitentiary, whose 
inmates are employed in the state's iron furnaces and wood 
working factories and upon the neighboring farms. The start
ing up of the Star and Crescent furnace, a few miles east of 
Rusk, in which eastern capital has become interested, has given 
renewed importance to the Cherokee iron industry and with her 
lumber and agriculture there will be a healthy demand for 
labor in this section of Eastern Texas. 

In the Alto District 
Alto is on the crown of the ridge between the Neches and 

the Angelina Rivers. The high elevation makes its orchards 
secure from frost, and the rich, red soil insures lasting produc
tiveness. The country about Alto, especially toward the An
gelina River, is very fertile, and good crops of cotton, cane, 
potatoes, etc., are made. Alto is well located, and is smart in 
new buildings and fresh paint. With a population of about 750, 
there are four churches, a school, two saw mills and two gins. 

Miles of Peach Orchards 
A few miles Southeast of Alto one comes upon a view, in 

the early spring, the most beautiful in America; the blossom
decked crowns of immense peach orchards. Here are the great. 
Morrill orchards, the Cherokee and the Britton orchards; in 
all some two thousand acres of peaches. It was a Benton 
Harbor, Michigan, peach grower, Roland Morrill, who recog
nized the especial adaptability of Cherokee County, Texas, both 
in lands and climate, to the growing of peaches "n a large 
scale for the distant market, and organized a company to put his 
convictions into practice. In 1902 he planted 125 acres of 
peaches, and now the Morrill orchards cover over 1,100 acres, 
with rows extending without a break for more than a mile. 

Profit in Truck Crops 
Not only are peaches raised, but a variety of truck and 

other crops, because it is not considered wise to put all the 
eggs in one basket. For example, they have about fifty acres 
in cabbage and tomatoes, 200 in cantaloupes, 100 in water
melons, and 400 in corn, pea hay, etc. Mr. Morrill and Col. 
Fairris, the superintendent, are making experiments in alfalfa, 
but so far the black-eyed pea is the favorite legume. The ship
ments from Morrill in 19o6 were fifteen cars of peaches, three 
cars tomatoes, fourteen cars cantaloupes, twenty-seven cars 
watermelons and twenty-four cars of potatoes; total eighty-three 
cars. They averaged, last season, 207 bushels of potatoes an 
acre on a forty-five acre plat. 

15 



Excellent Markets for the Gardener 

Vacant Fruit Land Plentiful 
The orchard and truck land in this region is not all taken up. 

There is plenty of cut-over land, from which the lumber has 
been removed, lying close to Morrill, and, indeed, all the way 
from Jacksonville to Lufkin, to be had at low prices, very low 
when the crop capacity and the market facilities are considered 
-good peach and truck lands for $20 to $40 per acre, within 
reach of shipping station. In fact, the prices quoted for land, 
in this as well as other sections, are very conservative, and 
bargains may be had, especially at a little distance from the 
towns, at much lower figures. The reason for this is mainly 
that land is still the cheapest thing in Texas. There is room, 
apparently, for all. The harvest is plenteous, but the laborer, 
are few. 

A thens, and a Texas Arcadia 
Athens, the county seat of Henderson County, belongs, topo

graphically, in the Fruit and Truck Belt, for its geological con
ditions are the same as those about Tyler. Henderson County 
is well watered by a number of streams flowing into the Neches 
and the Trinity Rivers and between the rich bottoms of the 
creeks where cotton, corn, cane and alfalfa are grown, are the 
upland prairies of red loam and sand, admirable for fruit and . 
vegetables, melons, potatoes, bermuda grass, peanuts, etc. Athens 
has a live population of 3,500, two banks, two good hotels, two 
newspapers, two lumber yards, electric light plant, two brick and 
sewer pipe plants, the largest pottery in the South; a fire-brick 
and pressed brick yard, a cotton compress and oil mill, two 
schools and four churches. The county has fine supplies of hard 
wood timber, excellent clays and lignite, so that the outlook for 
manufactures is good. 

Although alfalfa is not yet extensively raised, it is grown 
in the neighborhood of Athens as successfully as in the Red 
River Valley, along with fine crops of corn, peanuts, cane and 
fruit. Alfalfa and peanuts indicate a good hog country, and 
such is Henderson County's reputation, it being one of the 
biggest hog counties in the state. Peanuts, which are grown 
extensively, make one of the surest and most profitable of crops, 
paying $40 to $80 an acre for the nuts, and $5 to $8 per ton for 
the hay. Cured and fed without threshing, as it often is, it is 
superior to corn for fattening hogs, and good feed for all kinds 
of stock. Poultry is also a profitahle farm product and the 
output last year was fully $75,000. While Henderson is not a 
stock county, as the term is generally understood, her farmers 
received last year over $250,000 for hogs, as much more for 
cattle, and about $150,000 for horses and mules. 

A cres of Corn Along the Cotton B elt Route in Texas. 
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Likes the Climate and Gives Big Returns. 

Made a Success out of Failure 
H. D. Pickens went to Henderson County eighteen years ago, 

bought a farm in the woods near Athens at $2.50 per acre, and 
planted cotton. In a few years he was badly in debt and decided 
to raise less cotton and more hay and hogs. It worked. Re
sult: he has doubled the size of his farm, has it all cross-fenced, 
hog tight with fifty acres of bermuda pasture and fifty acres 
of orchard; 40 head of high grade Durham cattle and 150 head 
of registered Poland-China hogs. Last October he was mar
keting water-melons, tomatoes, turnips, collards and peas, and 
gathering a crop of sweet potatoes running 200 bushels to the 
acre, and corn 40 to 50 bushels to the acre, besides selling poul
try, butter, eggs, etc., to the Dallas market. He has a com
fortable house and good barns, is good at his bank for several 
figures and his farm is not for sale. He attributes his success 
to going broke on cotton. 

Rich Land Went Begging 
J. F. Ash, six miles east of Athens, had a lot of cut-over 

land a few years ago that he could not sell for a dollar an acre. 
He put some of it in peaches, thinking that perhaps he would 
feed the peaches to the hogs. Last year he sold 25,46o crates 
from 84 acres, realizing $10,357, Now he would probably refuse 
a dollar an acre. J. R. Dean, living nearer Athens, sold from 
his ten acre orchard 5,955 crates for $2,412. C. E. Forkner, 
from Michigan, gathered over 900 bushels of Irish potatoes 
from nine acres, which he sold for $775, and then followed the 
potatoes with June corn. It should be borne in mind, by the way, 
that it is a very common thing in Texas for good farmers to 
make two crops, and sometimes three, on a piece of land in a 
season. Another good crop of Henderson County is ribbon 
cane, a variety of sugar cane from which syrup is made. J. 
Goldsmith had 40 acres from which he netted $3,8oo. Tt is 
estimated that the county this year will produce about $275,000 
worth of cane syrup. 

Land about Athens is held at from $25 to $40 an acre for 
improved fa rms; at $6 to $15 for unimproved lands. 
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the 

Cotton Ready for Shipment. 

the Heart of 
Be 1 t Cotton 

THE valleys of the Trinity and Brazos Rivers constitute 
the heart of the Texas cotton country. Look at the 
books of these cotton counties for the past seven years 

and you will see an amazing record of plenty. Navarro and 
Hill, with Ellis thrust wedge-like between them; McLennan 
County, spreading across both sides of the Brazos, and Coryell, 
whose limestone hills enclose the rich valleys of the Leon and 
the Cow-house, have added to the wealth of the country since 
1900 fully 2,730,000 bales of cotton and 1,365,000 tons of cotton 
seed, worth over $150,000,000. 

Nor was cotton their only source of wealth, as evidenced by 
their II4,ooo cattle, their 77,000 hogs, their 30,000 sheep and 
their 95,000 horses and mules. And like their brothers up along 
the Red River, they are learning the secret of diversification 
and are raising more forage crops, more fruit and more garden 
truck. In the rich Leon River bottoms are alfalfa fields quite 
as beautiful as any that ever attracted the eye of a Kansas artist; 
and good alfalfa and corn land at twenty dollars an acre. 

From the Trinity to the Brazos 
Corsicana, the county seat of Navarro County, is the first 

town of importance west of the Trinity River. The country is 
a nearly level prairie of deep, black waxy soil, the low hills 
which separate the broad valleys of Chambers and Richland 
creeks being scarcely distinguishable from the prairie itself. The 
Cotton Belt Route traverses the county from east to west, and 
Corsicana is the junction point for the Hillsboro branch. The 
city has a population of about 15,000 and is noted for its· health
fulness, for which reason the Texas state orphans' home and 
the Texas Odd Fellows' widows' and orphans' home were located 
here. Here is one of the largest cotton mills in the southwest, 
two cotton seed oil mills, two large oil refineries, three cotton 
g-ins and a large compress which handled 6o,ooo bales in 19o6. 
Corsicana claims to be the largest inland cotton market in the 
world, much of the product of the surrounding counties as well 
as of Navarro, finding its way to this central shipping point. 
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Cotton a Source of Wealth 

During the past year a fine county court house was erected and 
furnished at a cost of $165,000, and the federal government is 
soon to build a post office building. A handsome Carnegie 
library and a fine high school building are among the recent 
additions to the city's conveniences and architectural features. 
Some two hundred and fifty commercial establishments of every . 
kind supply the growing wants of the community, and the well 
paved streets, with many fine residences and handsome shade 
trees give the city a pronounced air of prosperity. 

Big Producing Oil Field 
Close to Corsicana, in the valley of Chambers Creek, is an 

oil field, with nearly a thousand producing wells, from which 
oil is pumped to the Gulf. There is a bountiful supply of natural 
gas also, which is distributed throughout the city to manufac
turing plants and residences for fuel and lighting purposes. This 
is one of the causes of Corsicana's growing importance as a 
manufacturing center. 

Next to cotton, corn and oats are the main crops. Cane, 
sorghum, melons and all kinds of vegetables are also raised, and 
on the higher lands, potatoes and peanut~. Alfalfa has also begun 
to attract attention. Good water is everywhere found to a 
depth of from twenty to forty feet and artesian water at 2,000 
to 2,500 feet. At Corsicana there are three hot wells which give 
a water that is found especially useful in kidney complaints, 
catarrh, etc., and many come here from the lower country to 
eni oy its use. 

Agricultural land at a distance of several miles from the city 
can be picked up at $25 to $40 and even lower, which, considering 
the advantages of the market, and particularly the limited amount 
of cotton land in the country, is very cheap. 

A Characteristic Black Land County 
Fqr about fifty miles of its course the Brazos River forms 

the western boundary of Hill County, and then flows for about 
the same distance through McLennan, reaching navigable pro
portions at \il/aco. East of the river is a gently undulating 
valley from three to five miles wide, with a reddish brown to 
a dark chocolate .and black, sandy, sticky soil, with lime rock 
and joint-clay subsoils. This section is particularly adapted to 
the growing of small grains and stock raising, and is also good 
corn, cotton and vegetable land. East of this valley a belt 
of timber four to eight miles wide, known as the "cross tim
bers," consisting of oaks, elm, hackberry, pecan and hickory, 
runs north and south across the county, presenting every variety 
of sandy soil, and much that is exceptionally good for fruit and 
vegetables. 

Skirting the timber is an undulating prairie extending to 
the Eastern edge of .the county, and of an average width of 
fifteen to twenty miles, with a black, waxy soil from four to 
ten feet deep, with a joint-clay subsoil. This section produces 
a_n average of one-half bale of cotton to the acre; corn, 30 
bushels; wheat, 20 bushels; and oats, 60 bushels. Careful 
farmers sometimes make a bale of cotton and even more to the 
acre, and other crops in proportion. These are called the "Big 
Four," crops of Texas, and this is peculiarly the "Big Four" 
country. Barley, millet, sorghum and cane are also grown, and 
fruit and vegetables for home use. 

The upland prairie land is held at from $25 to $6o per acre, 
(a little higher than the river farms and the sandy land of 
the cross timbers) while the black waxy lands are held at from 
$40 to $75 per acre, according to improvements, and distance 
from shipping point. The county has numerous streams and 
springs of good water and good well water is found in most 
places at 20 to 40 feet deep. Fine artesian water is found at 
300 to 500 feet. 
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Good Society 

Hillsboro 
Hillsboro is the western terminus of the Cotton Belt branch 

from Corsicana, and is 58 miles South of Fort Worth, 34 miles 
North of \Vaco and 244 miles from Texarkana. The city has a 
population of over 8,000, four banks, a $50,000 hotel, com
press, oil mill, cotton mill, and many fine business houses. There 
are fourteen churches, six public schools and a fine new high 
school. Hillsboro is proud of her schools, and spends over 
$22,000 a year for running them, in addition to the state fund. 

The opportunities for dairying, truck gardening and fruit 
raising in the neighborhooC: of Hillsboro1 and particularly in the 
sandy lands to the westward, are especially good, the more so 
as these branches of agriculture have heretofore been much 
neglected. As an indication of the practicability of fruit culture 
in the black land counties, or rather on the sandy uplands of 
those counties, it is pointed out that a two-acre vineyard in this 
strip has netted the owner as much as $6oo a year. 

Hubbard City 
Finely situated on the height of land between the Trinity 

and the Brazos Rivers, Hubbard City looks out upon a wide 
expanse of gently rolling prairie. The drainage is perfect; no 
creeks or river bottoms near. The town has an advantage over 
many towns in the black land belt, being located on the sand, 
and surrounded by a very fertile black land country, from which 
it draws a large trade. Hubbard City ships from 20,000 to 
25,000 bales of cotton annually, besides many cars of grain, 
hay, fruit, truck and livestock. It has a population of 3,000, 
two national banks, electric light, water works, machine shops, 
roller mill, four gins, a well equipped cotton seed oil mill, a 
broom and mattress factory, ice factory, two cotton yards, three 
hotels and a variety of mercantile houses . 

The Hubbard Hot Well 
The attractive feature of the town, to the stranger at least, 

is the hot well and the bath house and sanitarium. The well 
is 3,300 feet deep, and flows about 200,000 gallons per day, at 
temperature of 137 degrees. The water is a mild sulphur-saline . 
On account of their natural heat and their being charged with 
healing salts, these waters have a remarkable solvent and elim
inative action, and owing also to the presence of a considerable 
quantity of free carbonic acid gas, as well as iron, potassium 
and magnesium, they are not only useful as a tonic, but are 
palatable and exhilarating as well . 

An excellent featme of the Hubbard Hot Well and the hotel, 
sanitarium and bath house, which are connected with it, is the 
elevated location, insuring an abundance of sun and air, which, 
with thermal springs, are without doubt the most important 
curative agents known. From the observatory on the bath build
ing a magnificent view may be had over an expanse of country 
forty or fifty miles in radius, and the evening breeze from the 
Gulf is cooling and invigorating. The average temperature is 
8o degrees for July and August, selclom going above 95 degrees, 
and 47 degrees for January and February, with 30 degrees for 
the minimum. The rainfall averages 36 inches per annum. 

The surrounding country is a good fruit and truck region, 
especially for peaches, pears, plums, figs, small fruit, sweet po
tatoes, Irish potatoes, and vegetables of all kinds; peanuts and 
ribbon cane. Good land may be had at from $25 to $6o per acre 
within easy reach of Hubbard, and at lower figures, $IS or there
abouts, as distance from the rai lroad increases. 
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Delightful Seasons 

Waco, the Brazos Valley Capital 
Waco, the county seat of McLennan County, called the Geyser 

City because of its numerous hot artesian wells, is a well built, 
well paved city of 35,000 population, on the Brazos River, the 
largest river in Texas, which the government is planning to make 
navigable to the Gulf. It is a city of fine buildings, the beau
tiful court house costing nearly half a million dollars; the 
spacious high school; Baylor University; the Texas Christian 
University; the College of St. Basil and the Academy of the 
Sacred Heart; the Paul Quinn College and the Central Texas 
Academy; the Catholic Hospital; the new Federal building; 
Masonic Temple and Elks' Temple; and the Carnegie library; 
are among the new buildings recently erected, including a num
ber of fine residences and business houses, at a cost of two and a 
half million dollars. The city owns its own artesian water works 
and has planned a dam across the Brazos River which will create 
a lake eight miles long, furnishing water power and a regatta 
course. Pure artesian water is obtained at a depth of r,8oo feet, 
as in other parts of the county. Well water is usually found at 
25 to 40 feet. Waco has 200 factories, producing leather, flour, 
cotton seed oil, cotton and woolen goods, paper, wood products, 
ice, metal goods, brooms, etc. The city has a good electric light 
and street car service, splendid sewerage and a remarkably low 
death rate. 

McLennan County presents a variety of level prairie, river 
valleys and rolling upland, with a soil rich in nitrates and 
phosphates. A sample of McLennan County soil was sent to 
the Paris Exposition, and in competition with soils from the 
valleys of the Nile, the Danube, the Rhine, the Amazon and 
the Ganges, took the gold medal as being superior to all. In 
19o6 the county produced 127,000 bales of cotton. The normal 
grain crops are wheat, 200,000 bushels; corn, 2,500,000 bushels; 
and oats, 500,000 bushels. Milo maize, pop corn, sorghum, alfalfa 
and a variety of vegetables are also cultivated. Irrigation, by 
impounding water in dams is very largely practiced in this 
county. 

In the Valley of the Bosque 
The Bosque River, after traversing Erath and Bosque Coun

ties, enters the Brazos at Waco, in the Eastern part of Mc
Lennan County. Bosque is Spanish for forest, and this stream, 
with its tributaries, was formerly heavily wooded, and indeed 
still has a considerable store of oak, pecan, hickory, cottonwood, 
elm and gum along its banks, while the chalky hills are timbered 
with cedars and post oak. The South branch of the Bosque 
enters the county from the West, makes a curve to the South, 
and empties into the main stream about ten miles west of Waco. 

Interspersed with some rough land, along the streams there 
are seen some fine bottoms where cotton, corn, oats, millet, 
alfalfa and other crops arc raised. The soil is a black loam, on 
a red clay subsoil resting on the limestone bed. At South 
Bosque, which as yet is merely a station, are half a dozen oil 
wells and two fine flowing wells of excellent water on either side 
of the track about half a mile apart, one throwing up a beautiful 
column of water fifty feet in height. So far no attempt to 
utilize this water has been made, either for power or irrigation 
but the possibilities are apparent. ' 

McGregor 
McGregor is the principal trading town for the West side 

of the county, and indeed for a very wide district McGregor and 
Gatesville are the only business centers. In 1900 the town had 
but 1,400 population; now it has more than double that figure. 
Its sixty ton oil mill, half a dozen gins, two flouring mills and 
elevators with a capacity of 200,000 bushels, testify to the pro-
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Fertile Soil 

ductiveness of the surrounding country and to the enterprise of 
the town. There are two banks, with deposits of about half a 
million, an electric light plant, water works, and various small 
factories and commercial establishments. Five churches, a $15,000 
school and two newspapers are evidence that the town has not 
neglected the agencies of civilization. The town has a mi_neral 
well which is considered a panacea for stomach and kidney 
disorders. 

Coryell, the Great Live Stock County 
Coryell County cannot properly be classed either with the 

black lands just described, or with the sandy lands. It belongs 
to the limestone hills and plains of ,vest Texas. If we draw 
a line down through Fort Worth, a little to the West of South, 
we shall pretty evenly divide the regions known as West and 
Central Texas. About forty miles West of Waco the black lands 
come to an end, as a solid, unbroken tract, and the limestone 
hills and broken country, with a wide expanse of high prairie, 
take their place. 

After breaking through the first low range of hills and com
ing out on the beautiful Leon bottoms, with their cotton, corn 
and alfalfa, it is difficult to realize that one is coming into a 
country where stock raising is the most important interest. 
And yet the cotton crop has been steadily increasing, and for 
the seven years ending with 1900 the average for the county 
has been 32,000 bales. In short, diversified farming, the only 
unfailing source of prosperity of any agricultural country, is 
here well established, and stock raising proceeds hand in hand 
with general farming. In 1905 the farmers of Coryell had 2SAOO 
cattle, 8,500 hogs, 15,000 sheep, 12,8oo horses and mules, and 1,450 
goats. Sheep husbandry is on the increase, and the value of last 
year's shipment of wool was $22,000. The high location, the 
numerous streams, the pure water and the nutritious grasses of 
Coryell make it an excellent stock raising section, where quick 
maturity and freedom from disease may be relied on. 

The soil of Coryell is of great variety, but limestone may be 
said to be the base of all, or an important constituent, from the 
sandy to the deep black, of which there is an abundance in the 
bottoms. The underground supply of water is practically with
out limit. In any part of the county water may be had at a 
depth of 50 to 200 feet, and artesian well$ provide good sand
stone water at 6oo to 1,000. feet. While the rainfall, which 
averages 33 inches, is well distributed throughout the year and 
makes irrigation unnecessary, still reserve water is a most val
uable asset, especially in the case of truck, alfalfa, strawberries, 
etc., and the farmer with two or three flowing wells on his 
land may sleep without any worry for the future. 

The crops of Coryell arc not behind those of the counties 
which are rated among the best. Cotton yields three-fourths 
of a bale to the acre, corn from forty to seventy-five bushels, 
wheat from ten to thirty bushels, and oats as high as eighty 
to one hundred bushels. Potatoes of both kinds do well, as 
do sorghum, milo maize and other fodder crops. Peaches, 
plums, apricots, grapes, strawberries and small fruits of all kinds 
grow to perfection, but little has been done in this line in a 
market way. 

G. W. Royalty has about 150 acres of Leon bottom land in 
alfalfa, from which he estimates that he cut an average of four 
and a half tons per acre last year, part of which he fed to his 
stock and the balance was sold at $12.50 per ton. 

Prices of lands vary here, as elsewhere. On the North 
prairie, where the lands are very smooth, farms are held at 
from $so to $75 per acre, while on the South prairie, $15 to $40 
is the prevailing price. West of the river lands run all the 
way from $20 to $6o, while the bottoms are worth from $25 to 
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Abundant Water 

$40. In the western part of the county are some fine tracts 
of land, both prairie and bottom, that could be bought at much 
lower figures than given above. 

Gatesville 

Gatesville, the county seat of Coryell, is situated on an 
eminence overlooking the Leon River, and a wide expanse of 
country to the _south. It has :1 population of nearly 3,000, four 
banks, three gms, a roller mill, water works, electric light, a 
fine $75,000 court house of native limestone and an elegant new 
school house of stone and brick. The water supply comes from 
three artesia? wells flowing 26o,ooo gallons per day, which the 
pumps may increase by 25 per cent. The water plant is owned 
by the city, which has also purchased a limestone quarry for 
the use of the public roads. The streets are graded and as hard 
and smooth as a park drive. Altogether, Gatesville 

1

is one of the 
prettiest and healthiest towns in Texas. 

Court House at Gatesville, Texas. 
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Stacking Alfalfa Hay in Northeast Texas. 

Northeast 
Al f alfa 

Texas, the 
Country 

E NTERING the State of Texas by the Cotton Belt Route 
at Texarkana, and continuing Westward to Sherman and 
to Fort Worth, is a string of counties bordering on or ly

ing near to the Red River, and forming a portion, geologically 
speaking, of the great Red River Valley. These counties have 
been celebrated for their fertility since the first European set
tlement, and there is every reason to believe that they will 
maintain this reputation to the end of time. 

Near the river, and its tributary, Sulphur Fork, is a belt 
of hard-wood timber, including some fine white oak and hickory, 
from which many of the neighboring towns derive the raw ma
terial for flourishing industries, while the loose sandy loam of 
the eastern counties, and the rich black lands West of Sulphur 
Springs indicate the productiveness of the soil, not only for 
alfalfa, which succeeds best of anywhere in the country on the 
Red River bottoms, but for cotton, corn, small grains, fruit and 
truck. Here the famous long-staple cotton is raised, a beautiful, 
silky cotton that brings a much higher price than the ordinary 
short-staple. Here too, in Grayson County, are found some of 
the finest orchards and vineyards, as well as the largest nurs
eries, in Texas. 

Texarkana 

Texarkana is situated in the extreme Eastern corner of 
Texas and the Southwestern corner of Arkansas. It is the 
county seat of Bowie County, Texas, and of Miller County, 
Arkansas; or rather, the two county seats adjoin, and form one 
city of about 25,000 population. About ten miles north of 
Texarkana the Red River flows toward the east, and taking a 
turn to the southward flows through Miller County, Arkansas, 
about twenty miles to the east. Above the broad belt of rich 
alluvial valley land rises a plateau of clay, covered by a sandy 
loam, an excellent soil for fruit and truck. On this plateau 
sits the double city of Texarkana. The city boasts a goodly 
number of manufacturing plants, among which are six foundry 
and machine works, two cotton seed oil mills, two furniture fac
tories, two potteries, one tile works, two wagon factories, one 
mattress factory, two creosote plants, etc. The streets are well 
paved, the city has a good water service from artesian wells, 
some of which are surface flowing, an electric light and street 
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Bounteous Crops 

railway and a complete modem sewerage plant. It is a growing, 
wide-awake city. The large and well-appointed hospital of the 
Cotton Belt Route is located here, and another interesting feature 
is a certified milk dairy. 

Lands Are Highly Productive 
Few lands in the world respond with a more certain or a 

more generous yield than those of this section. Irish and sw~et 
potatoes, cabbage, onions, squash, tomatoes, beans and, indeed 
all manner of garden truck, as well as melons, peaches, apples, 
pears, apricots, figs, grapes and all kinds of berries are grown 
freely and of unusual excellence. Pears do exceedingly well. 

Some Instances of Success 
P. F. McCormick realized $250 from one acre of tomatoes. 

He also raised 85 bushels of fall potatoes to the acre, having had 
early potatoes followed by peas on the same land; three crops. 

Ed. Huddleston raised 2r8 bushels of potatoes to the acre. 
W. C. Ward realized $4r8 from one acre of early tomatoes 

in 1900. Last year he put in a small cannery which paid him 
better. 

The Krueger sisters at Blake Park, have a fine farm and 
among other things last year raised some big cabbage, three 
heads weighing 100 lbs. 

T. L. Temple has a large poultry farm, breeding White Leg
horns, Pekin ducks and other fancy strains. 

L. H. Sorsby, R. R. No. 2, started in the truck business 
seven years ago with twenty-one acres

1 
and has since bought a 

farm of 250 acres and built a home costing over $1,200. He raises 
all kinds of vegetables, berries and fruit. His berries have paid 
him as high as $450 per acre. 

Near Texarkana is a ten-acre place owned by a widow and 
her two daughters who went there a few years ago without 
money and bought the land on credit. They went to raising 
berries and truck and have become independent. They now have 
a fine home and their little farm is worth several thousand 
dollars. 

Potatoes are one of the profitable crops of Bowie County, 
and the adjoining county of Miller, in Arkansas. 23 cars of 
this product were shipped from Texarkana, and they averaged 
over a dollar a bushel, on the track. 

In addition to the crops mentioned above, cotton produces 
from one-half to three-fourths of a bale on the uplands and one 
to one and one-fourth bale on the low lands in normal seasons. 
Alfalfa is a king crop on the bottoms, giving three and four 
cuttings a year. 

The close proximity of the Caddo oil and gas field (in Louisi
ana, about 40 miles South), and the immense lumber resources 
of the Sabine and Red River Valleys, and the large amount of 
cotton handled at this shipping point, (upwards of 50,000 bales 
annually) makes Texarkana one of the most promising manu
facturing centers in the Southwest. 

Mount Pleasant, a Popular Health Resort 
When you go to Mount Pleasant, and find a pitcher of a 

seductive looking red beverage upon the table, do not make 
the mistake of supposing that it is a clever scheme to evade the 
local option law. Titus County people say that the red water 
of Mount Pleasant springs is far better than beer or "red 
liquor." It contains besides sodium, potassium, calcium and 
magnesium oxides, humic acid, to which it owes its wine-red 
color. Its use is especially recommended for kidney troubles. 
There is also a sulphur spring near by. 
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Poultry Raising Pays Big Money 

Not the least important feature of these springs is their ele
vated location. Instead of lying in a valley, after the manner of 
most mineral springs, they gush forth nearly at the top of a 
broad and commanding hill, from which beautiful views may be 
obtained. In the summer the hilJ is swept by cool breezes and 
the groves of hard-wood trees that occupy the greater part of 
"Delwood Park" afford a welcome shade. Fine new buildings 
have been erected, comprising a bath house, Chautauqua hall, 
dancing pavilion, dispensary, etc., and a commodious hotel on 
the brow of the hill. 

Mount Pleasant has seven churches, three schools, three 
banks, two newspapers, a cotton seed oil mill, electric light 
plant, ice plant, water works, a stave and heading milJ, a sani
tarium, and a fine park of one hundred acres of fine timber. 

Along Sulphur Fork and Big Cypress Creek there is fine 
hard-wood timber, and within convenient distance are good veins 
of lignite. The soil is gray sandy or dark red, except where 
the black loam predominates in the bottoms, and this variety of 
soil offers opportunities for every branch of agriculture and the 
widest range of crops. Cotton averages from one-quarter to 
half a bale to the acre; corn, fifteen to fifty bushels; Irish 
potatoes, (early crop), 8o to 100 bushels; and sweet potatoes 
8o to 200 bushels. Pea and peanut hay make good crops. 
Vegetables of all kinds are extensively raised, as well as sorghum 
and cane. Alfalfa is also getting to be an important crop. Stock 
water is plentiful at all seasons, and good wells are had at twenty 
to fifty feet. The red sandy soil is especially adapted to fruits 
of all kinds, and several large and successful orchards and 
nurseries are found in the county. During the past three years 
more than 400,000 fruit trees have been put out. 

Sulphur Springs and Hopkins County 
Sulphur Springs, the county seat of Hopkins County, is 100 

miles West of Texarkana. It has about 4,000 population, a fine· 
$85,000 granite court house; five new school houses costing 
$75,000, and three strong banks. Sulphur Springs also has a 
strong co-operative building and loan association, a big ice fac
tory, a steam laundry, electric light plant, bottling works, water 
works, a compress with a capacity of 65,000 bales per season, five 
churches, four newspapers and over a hundred mercantile estab
lishments. The county has 130 schools and 18o teachers. 

On the Northern border of the county flows Sulphur Fork, 
a tributary of the Red River, and the Southern portion of the 

Making the Famous Ribbon Cane Syrup. 

Rich in Live Stock 

Horsepower atid Speed are Obtained from the Fertile 
Fields of Northeast Texas. 

county is watered by streams flowing into the Sabine River. 
The soil is divided between the black waxy, sandy loam, and a 
black sandy with a heavy clay subsoil, and the surfac: is half 
prairie and half timber. The 6oo,ooo acres of land which CO?t
pose the county may be said to be all tilJable, and a_ll good,. w1.th 
an abundance of the finest timber and vast deposits of hgnite 
and fire clay, with pure water in unfailing quantity at 20 to 100 
feet. 

As to crop yields, cotton produces half to three-quarters of 
a bale, as usually cultivated; corn, twenty-five to forty b~shels, 
and small grain fifteen to seventy-five bushels. Alfa~fa 1s c_ut 
three or four times and produces a ton to the cutting, while 
sorghum, milJet, vetch, field peas :ind "goo~ers" (peanuts). do 
proportionately well. Ribbon cane 1s a favorite crop, and yiel_ds 
from 300 to 6oo gallons of syrup to the acre, which sells readily 
at fifty to sixty cents a gallon. 

Truck and Fruit 
The ra1smg of vegetables and fruit is steadily growing in 

favor. The central part of Hopkins County rejoices in the 
peculiar sandy land which is especially adap~ed to peaches and 
other fruit and also has the elevat10n which ensures safety 
from sever'e frost. Peach growers receive from $100 to $400 
per acre, and the strawberry farms gjve even larger returr.is. 
Irish potatoes yield $100 per acre; turnips, $6o and more, while 
market gardeners easily make from ~l?<J t.o $400 per acre profit. 
Hopkins County, in 1907, won th~ d1stmct10n of ~ro?ucmg more 
peaches than any other county m the state, sh1ppmg 75 cars, 
the fruit bringing an average price, f. o. b., of $2.1~ per bushel. 
Other shipments of importance last year were: Irish potatoes, 
75 cars· sweet potatoes, 150 cars; watermelons, 25 cars; poultry 
and eggs, 35 cars. The canning factory shipped 50 car loads of 
products. 
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Loading Trnck at Jacksonville, East Texas. 

Black Land Counties 
of North Texas 

A TC Commerce, on the Eastern edge of Hunt County the 
oJt0 ~ Beith Route forks, one branch going to She;man 

an t e ot er to Dallas and Fort Worth The latte; 
branch pa~ses through four of the richest counti~s in Texas

~\hColhft' Dallas and Tarrant. In the seven years ending with 
b 

I 
e co hon crop of these four counties amounted to 1 65o 000 

a es, wort , at the average price of ten cents $82 ~ ~ 
~ut they have something else beside cotton as pr~ved i, thei~ 

~hghty toisand cattl~, their sixty-five tho~sand hogs, rixteen 
ousa~ s eep and sixty-seven thousand horses and mules 

f Wht_le fn average of eleven and a half million dollars a year 
or a. smg ~ crop seems a pretty tidy sum to divide amon four 

counties with a rural population of scarcely 100 000 thg · 

a new sch_ool of agriculturists now coming to the fron~r~h~ 
argue that tf the cotton area were reduced by half and th 
ta~en f:oj th~ production of the staple were p~t into !1£:1£~5 

no a smg e ~n ":ould be put out of commission and the ' 

~hop V:ould brm?' m more wealth than the old. I~ other wo~~V: 
ere ts money m the new agriculture. ' 

Markets Close at Hand 

Th~_cities of Gr~enville, Plano, Dallas and Fort Worth with 

~i~ka:i:: !it1ul!f{0;a ~f 1~5,~ and with direct railroad' com-
m k t f II k" d r s o e country, offer an unsurpassed 

tr~~k e so ~ha~ while ~ odf pr_oduche, and especially for fruit and 
, . an pnces ere are not so low as in mo 

~i~~~i!Jyseh[g1lts, the returns for outlay and industry are propo~~ 
er. 

The _ dairy indus~ry, poultry raising and market ardenin 
these r~c~ blac~ s01ls, watered by the forks of th! Sabine g 

0d 
the Tnmty Rivers, offer opportunities to the energetic !~d 
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Churches Convenient 

progressive farmer beyond any offered by cheaper and more re
mote lands, while the advantages of the larger and more ad
vanced schools and colleges, with all the opportunities for social 

intercourse and culture, should not be overlooked. 
Dallas and Fort Worth are cities of the first class, with every 

advantage that large cities can have, of abundant transportation 
facilities, educational advantages, commercial conveniences and 
markets of every kind. Jn Fort Worth the dairymen will be 
interested in a study of the largest dairies in the country, three 
of them milking about 1,500 cows, mostly Jerseys, and near 
Dallas the horse breeder can have the pleasure of seeing on the 
large stock farms some of the finest horses in the country, and 
at the state fair, which is held here annually, he will see a cnl
lection of live stock and agricultural produce that will deli5ht 

his heart. 
Two Rich Red River Counties 

Fannin and Grayson are two of the most productive counties 
of the Red River valley. Measured by cotton, the recognized 
standard, they are "hundred thousand bale counties." But they 
are beginning to be measured by alfalfa, fruit, dairy products, 
stock and mixed husbandry. Bonham, Sherman and Denison 
are progressive, enterprising cities, and good home markets for 
the farmers' . produce. Sherman, with a population of 18,000, 
owns her own water works plant, electric street lighting system 
and gas plant, the former being so successful that it finances 
the lighting plant. The business section, and some of the resi
dence streets as well, are paved with vitrified brick and an up
to-date sewerage system insures the health of the city, as is 
shown by the lowest death rate of any city in the Southwest. 

Claiming a larger per capita wealth than any city of her size 
in the South, she has also the largest percentage of home 
owners. Besides a fine system of public schools, Sherman has 
several excellent colleges and boarding schools which rank among 
the best in the South. There are twelve churches, a Y. M. C. 

A., four newspapers, and an opera house. 
Sherman is well supplied with flouring mills, corn meal 

mills, cotton oil mills and refineries, machine shops, iron and 
brass foundry, steam laundry, ice plant, pork packery, marble 
works, etc. In fact, the city claims more small factories and 
industrial enterprises than any city of its size in the Southwest. 

Big Returns from Sheep Raising along 
31 



32 

Growing Towns 

Grayson County's Agricultural Position 
Grayson County has a great variety of soils from the chalky 

alluvial of the Red River valley to the dark sandy, the black 
loam and the black waxy. In the production of peaches, apples, 
pears, plums, grapes, berries, melons and garden truck, the up
lands of Grayson County are unsurpassed, and in the growing 
of cotton, wheat, oats, corn, alfalfa, cane, broom corn, peanuts 
and all agricultural crops, her black lands and bottoms are 
without an equal anywhere. 

Only seven counties in all the South produced more cotton; 
only twenty counties in all the country produced more wheat; 
only thirteen counties produced more corn; only eight, more 
oats; only seven, more hogs ; only five, more horses and mules; 
only ten, more turkeys and chickens ; only twenty, more pota
toes; only thirty, more cattle; only eighteen, more berries; only 
twenty, more alfalfa! 

Grayson County, which is but average size, in competition 
with the best counties of all th.: great agricultural states of the 
country, carried off the sweepstakes at the Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition for the highest product in value of crops and live
stock, which amounted to over $10,000,000. 

Considering advantages of market, etc., land in Grayson and 
Fannin counties is cheap, plenty being offered at from $25 to 
$8o per acre. 

Farm of an Alfalfa King 
One of the most successful farms of Grayson County may 

be taken as an object lesson in the possibilities, not only of this 
particular region, but of a large part of the State of Texas. 
For the farm of the "Alfalfa King'' is not the most fertile of 
Texas, nor has it a monopoly of climatic or other natural con
ditions which peculiarly fit it for an alfalfa farm. It is not an 
irrigated farm, and has been given no fertilizers except those 
supplied by the farm. Its owner, Robert E. Smith, a Mississip
pian, who has here taught the Texas cotton farmers a way to 
circumvent the boll weevil, believes that what has been done 
here may be repeated in a thousand other places. 

The Raising of Berries Offers Unlimited Possibilities. 
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Mild Winters 

Turkeys Ready for the Market. 

The Red River valley is extensive, and it is not the only 
valley in the state; there are scores of others. It is not neces
sary to have a farm on the river bottoms. The highest hills 
in this part of Texas are on this 1,400 acre alfalfa farm, and 
from Mount Nebo, in the center, the eye stretches across to 
streams that flow, North to the Red River and South to the 
Trinity. It is a favorite axiom of Mr. Smith's, that wherever 
cotton and corn will grow, there alfalfa will grow, and do better than the cotton and corn. 

In a nutshell, here it is: Fourteen hundred acres of alfalfa, 
which is cut from four to six times a year, yielding a ton to 
the cutting. It is worth $r5 per ton, sometimes more. One 
cutting in the season is threshed for seed, giving three bushels 
to the acre, worth $6 per bushel. And then there is the stock 
which is fattened upon this alfalfa while it is growing, and 
without interfering with its harvesting as a crop I This grass 
farmer keeps from 1,500 to 2,000 head of hogs, cholera free, and 
over 2,000 cattle, besides horses, mules and a large stock of 
Angora goats and poultry, and they are all trained to grunt, whinney, bray, bleat and cackle for alfalfa. 

Whitewright 
The pretty little town of Whitewright lies on the Eastern 

border of Grayson County, but it is quite as typical of the South
ern part of Fannin, and a brief description will give the stranger 
something of an idea of Tom Bean, Randolph and Bailey, which, 
though smaller, are not very different in general conditions. 
Whitewright has about 2,000 population, two flour mills, two 
lumber yards, three gins, one oil mill, two elevators, two banks, 
an electric light plant, three hotels and a newspaper. Near the 
station one is attracted by the sight of a fine young apple 
orchard, and upon inquiry it will be found that fruit raising is 
successful. Pears do well, and are not affected by blight. 

Among other orchardists in the neighborhood is E. L. Bur
ton, who has thirty acres in apples, fourteen in peaches and six 
in pears. His fruit usually brings about $1,500. Grapes do well, 
as do strawberries also. One report on berries is $6oo to $700 
from a patch of two and a half acres. The farmers raise 
wheat, oats, corn, cotton, alfalfa, and stock, and get good crops, 
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E:rcellent Schools 

Portion of 200 Acre Orchard i11 East Texas. 

for the soil is a deep black loam, with a sandy loam on !he 
uplands. The water is good, both from surface and artesian 
wells The average rainfall is 36 inches. Land close to town 
is heid at $6o to $8o per acre, but several miles out good farms 
could be bought for from $30 to $40. . 

This little book makes no pretention to bemg a gaze~teer or 
guide book, even of those counties traversed_ by the l!nes of 
the Cotton Belt. Many localities of unquestioned m~nt have 
necessarily been entirely omitted,. ~nd others have received only 
scant mention. Even populous cities and towns have. been hur
riedly passed by in the effort to give proper attention to the 
agricultural country, in which the farmers from the older settled 
states are more vitally interested. 
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Wanted-Men to Plow and to Reap 

Texas an Open Door 

No"."he~e are ~here such openings for a man of energy and 
determm~t.1on as !n 1:'exas. From the Red River to the Gulf, 
opportumttes await h_1m on every acre. Any industrious man 
can get work; any wide-awake man can secure a home and in
depende_nce; any careful man with a little money can lay the 
fou_nd~t10n. of a fortune. Everywhere the door is open, and the 
mv1tatton _is freely extended: "We have fertile soil, abundant 
water, del!ghtful seasons, excellent health, and good society. 
We can raise bounteous crops, but we want men to plow and to 
reap. Come to Texas and share our plenty." 

Other Literature Published 
---------- BY----------

Cotton Belt Route 

ARKANSAS 

A forty-eight page book treating on the climate, soil, natural 
resources, development and products of Arkansas along the 
Cotton Belt Route. The book is illustrated throughout and con
tains a county map in live colors. Many interesting letters from 
residents are published, giving actual results obtained in this pro· 
ductive and healthful country. In few sections of the United 
States are the opportunities so great or the rewards so liberal as 
in Arkansas. Free upon reriuest. 

PROFITABLE P RODUCT S OF EAST T EX A S 

A thirty-two page folder containing illustrations throughout 
and brimful-cover to cover-with facts about the Orchards and 
Gardens of East Texas and the Big Profits now being made by 
the farmers, truck gardeners and frnit growers of this section. 
You ought to read it. Free. 

THE RISE OF RICE IN ARKANSAS 

A twenty-four page folder, handsomely illustrated. Tells you 
of the growth and development of the "World's Greatest Cereal" 
in Arkansas along the Cotton Belt Route. In addition to other 
valuable information regarding Rice Culture, this folder contains 
letters from rice growers who are actual residents of the Arkansas 
Rice Fields, givin~ their experiences raising rice. Free upon 
request. 

THE ST. FRANCIS COUNTRY 

A thirty-two page book with map of the St. Francis Valley. 
Fully illustrated. A vast area described thoroughly. The St. 
Francis Country has a marvelously rich soil and diversified crops 
grow luxuriantly. Every prospective homeseeker should have a 
copy of this valuable book. Free. 

INDUSTRIAL OPPORTUNITIES 
AND BUSINESS OPENINGS 

Thir ty-two pages of valuable information regarding oppor• 
tunities for the location of industries and business enterprises 
along the Cotton Belt Route. Free. 

THE COMPLETE VEST POCKET 
MEMORANDUM BOOK, 10 CENTS 

The Cotton Belt has issued a fine leather-covered, gilt-edge 
memorandum book, which will be sent to any address upon 
receipt of IO cents in stamps or coin. 

This book or 7 pages conta ins space for daily reminders for evl!l'y 
d ay in the year: address and cash accoun ts: ~everal pages of useful infor
mation. such as POStal rates and regulations, poou lations of cities, tables 
or weights and measures, etc. Witha l, this book is not bul ky, but slips 
easily into the vest POCket. Send 10 cents to-da y, berore all a re gone. 
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COURTEOUS ATTENTION 
will be gi\'en to all inquiries addressed to any of the fol
lowing representatives of the COTTON Bl!LT Roun:, who will 
also be pleased to furnish all nece sary information relative 
to fares, time tables, connections, etc., and render all possi
ble assistance to persons contemplating a trip. 

St. Louis Southwestern Railway Co. 
Birmingham, Ala .. Terminal Hotel Building (opp. New Terminal Station) 

L. P. SM1T11, Traveling Passenger Agent 
Cairo, Ill ........ Central Union Station, J. H. }ONES, Passenger Agent 
Cairo, Ill ........ Wharf. ..................... J. 1<:. LUBY, Ticket Agent 
Chattanooga, Tenn . 109 West 9th treet, 

H. H. SUTTON, District Passenger Agent 
Indianapolis, lnd .. 616 Traction Terminal Building, 

L. 0. SCHAEFER, Traveling Passenger Agent 
Louisville, Ky ... . 83 Todd Building, 

L. C. BARRY, Traveling Passenger Agent 
Memphis, Tenn ... 25 South Main treet, 

W. C. PEELER, District Passenger Agent 
Memphis Tenn ... 25 South Main Street, 

N. C. WOOLDRIDGE, City Pass. and Ticket Agent 
Nashville, Tenn •.. 4o6 Church Street, 

W. G. ADAMS, Traveling Passenger Agent 
New York, N. Y ... 8o5 Dun Building, 290 Broadway, 

P. H. Coo~rns, Gen'! Eastern Fr't and Pass. Agent 
St. Louis, Mo . ... 1330 Pierce Building, 

0. M. BURKHOLDER, Traveling Passenger Agent 
St. Louis, Mo .... 2n North Eighth Street, 

E.G. MARSH, City Passenger and Ticket Agent 

E. W. LA BEAUME, General Passenger and Ticket Agent, 
1330 Pierce Building, ST. Louis, Mo. 

R. H. LAING, Assistant General Passenger and Ticket Agent, 
1330 Pierce Building, ST. Louis, Mo. 

GUY L. STEWART, Agricultural and Industrial Agent, 
1328 Pierce Bldg., ST. Lours, Mo. 

L. E. SAUPE, Asst. Agricultural and Industrial Agent, 
1328 Pierce Bldg., ST. LoUis, Mo. 

St. Louis Southwestern Railway Co. of Texas 
Fl. Worth, Tex., 512 !\fain treet, Gus. HoovER, Traveling Passenger Agent 

JOHN F. LEHANE, General Freight and Passenger Agent, 
TYLER, TEX. 

E. F. HOLLIE , General Agent Freight Department, TYLER, TEX. 
GUY L. STEWART, Agricultural ancl Industrial Agent, 

1328 Pierce Bldg., T. LoUis, i'\lo. 
38 F.-R. 41692-(15111.) 
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