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Picture,que Corner 0 £ Alamo Plaza, Showing Palms and Roses in Mid-Winter. 
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The Alamo. (The Cradle of Texas Liberty.) Built 1718. 
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2nd Mission-San Jose, Built 1718. 

lst_Mission-La Purisima Conception. B11ilt 1731. 5 
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3d Miosion-SanJuan, Built 1716. 4th Mission-San Francisco, alsocalledEspada.Builtl 730 
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Court Hous, (Bexar County.) 
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Federal Building and Postoflice. 

Alamo Plaza. 9 
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Chili Stand on Alamo Plaza. 
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Grand Opera House, Sidney Weis, Mgr. Home of San Antonio Club. So. Pac. Ticket Of6ce and American Bank and Trust Co. 
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City Hall. 

Main Plaza (Showing San FernandoCathedral, Built 1734.) 13 
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City Market. 

14 Southern Paci6c Depot. Also Terminal of M. K. & T. 
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The Moore Building and Roof Garden. Home o[ the West Texas Bank and Trust Co. Hids Building-Home of the Woods National Bank and the Adams-Kirkpatrick Co. 
17 
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Alamo National Bank Building, corner Commerce and Presa Streets. Kampmann Building, Home of the National Bank of Commerce. 
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Carnegie Librarr. 
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First Presbyterian Church . 
The Synagogue. 

A few places of worship. Central Christian Church. 
St. Mary•• Catholic Church. 

Group of Churche•-Travis Park Methodist, St. Paul Episcopal, Madison Square Presbyterian. 
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HOT SULPHUR WELLS BATH HOUSE. 
The lame that the Hot Sulphur",Wells Baths of San Antonio are gaining is widespread throughout the United States. The lame ol the Alamo City to the tourist and invalid world has long been recognized. Its dry anti-malarial southern climate, its clear weather, equa• ble temperature, where snow is practically unknown, and the Frost King seldom penetrates, its historic ruins and memories, and quaint picturesque surroundings have been the attractive magnet to draw here every year thousands of visitors seeking health or pleasure. The discovery ol and the publicity given the marvelous curative properties ol the natural Hot Sulphur Mineral Water, with the.additional advantage of a climate where baths can be taken with absolute salety, and;good_results every day_in; the year, accounts largely! !or the 

popularity ol this.resort. Write !or particulars. 

Ford ol San Antonio River, showing Court House in distance. 
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A few of San Ant0nio's Public Schools-High School, Main Ave. No. 2, (Austin) Marshall St. 
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No. 8, (Navarro) San Fernando St. 

Residence of Otto Koehler, N. San Pedro Place, Laurel Heights. 
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The Idaho Building, moved from World's Fair, St. Louis, by Jay E. Adams, showing his residence on Beacon Hill, in corner. 
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Residence of D. J. Woodward, corner San Pedro and Woodlawn Avenues. W. N. Hagy, architect and builder. 
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Residence of Max B. Mayer, 101 King William Street, corner Garden. Harvey L. Page, architect. 
Residence of John H. Kirkpatrick, 328 Magnolia Avenue, Laurel Heights. 
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3Z 
San Pedro Springs Lake. 

A Scene at Beautiful Alamo Heights. showing one of the many Large Oak Trees to be seen there. 

33 



34 

Brnckenridge Park, showing Bulfalos, Elk and Deer. This Park.also contains many other specimens of the 
Animal and Bird Kingdoms. One of the Beautiful Driveways in Brackenridge Park-the largest Park in the South-the gift of 

Col. Geo. W. Brackenridge to the City of_San Antonio. 
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One of the three entrances made of bronze, brass, ornamental iron and red Pecos stone, now being erected on "Summit Place," the new 
fashionable restricted residence district on the summit of Laurel Heights. 
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"Evening Salute" -Greater Fort Sam Houston. (The Barracks.) By permission of Alfred Giles, architect 
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Greater Fort Sam Houston. "Present Arms·" Garrison Review in Dress Uniform. 

Photo by Chaplin Dickson, U. S. Army, (Copyrighted.) 

Greater Fort Sam Houston. Inside of Qua<\rangle, showing Park. 
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Greater Fort Sam Houston. Photo made by Chaplain Dickson, U. S. A., in 8 ~ 5 second, (Copyright applied for.) 
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Greater Fort Sam Houston. Light Artillery Drill. (Photo made in 10
1
00 second by Chaplain Dickson, U. S. A.) 

(Copyright applied for.) 
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Greater Fort Sam Houston. Infantry Machine Guns masked. {Photo by Chaplain Dickson, U.S. Army.) {Copyrighted.) 

The Picturesque Alamo City. 

r.===-~lliiiiii'"i'IAN A TONIO i the oldeRt, the most hii:;toric, the most beautiful, the moRt 
cosmopolitan, arnl the most unique city in the Southwe t. It i the me­
tropolis of Texa. , having a population of nearly 100,000, and i the 
leading city in commerce and other industries. 

In addition to being one of the most beautiful citieR, it i blessed 
with an unusually mild climate, whieh is a source of never eudiug 
delight to the tourist from the frozen north. The temperature iu winter 

seldom ever rracheR the freezing point and snow is almost a strange a phruomenon 
hen' a. it would be to the inhabitant of Egypt. The Rummer day are never Hces-
ively hot, a. tlwy are eooled by the healthful and invigorating Gulf br eze. The night 

are always cool and pleasant, and refreshing sleep can alway be enjoyed. 
That San Antonio is one of the most cosmopolitan cities of the world, is ea, ily 

demon trated dnring an afternoon pent upon it str et . Every nationality of the 
world is represented. 

In strolling about the city in the evening, the Mexican peon in his picturesque 
blanket co tume and stupemlou sombrero can be seen enjoying chili con carue, enchi­
ladas, tamales, frijolei-, and other Mexiran delicacies at the opru air re. taurauts along 
the plaza ; the jovial Germani-; with their large familie can be seen spending a pleasant 
evening benrath the tree of som delightful l> r gar<len that has a touch of the beauty 
of thosf' to be found along the Rhine; in the caf e the French are enjoying their wine 
and fancy dishes while their chatter can be heard and their ge tures seen at a great 
distance, reminding the sea on d traveler of similar scenes along the Grand Boulevard 
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in Paris; the Italians have their own clubs and resorts where paghetti and macaroni 
are served in true Italian style; the Chine e have their jos house aml tong societie 
where they gather to enjoy the opium pipe and to <liscuss the greatneRs of the Celestial 
Empire; the negroes also have their soeial gathering and places where "poRsum and 
taters,'' fried chicken and other toothsome delicacies so dear to the negro heart are 
served, and where they can discuss unmolested the great problem that onfronts that 
race in its upward progress; and finally in the city are the J ap , who though few in 
numbers as yet, add another element to the already picturesque population. 

In age, San Antonio is one of the oldest of American muuieipalities that can claim 
the distinction of still being a great city. Eight flaO', repreRenting eight <listind govern­
ments have floated from the Alamo. The fir twas the tri-colored banner of the Spanish; 
later that of the French; then the flag of the Mexican Republie; followed by the Mexican 
state flag; the Texas Republic; the Unite<l State flag; the Confederate Rtars and bars; 
and again the United States flag . 

The hi tory of the progres of civilization i. tested by the ar<'hmologists by excava­
tions in the earth's surface. Each layer of soil is to him apageof history. Suehlabors 
are not necessary in San Antonio. The streets whieh parallel eaeh other can be readily 
compared to the strata of the earth whieh it took millions of years to form. The main 
busine s thoroughfares of the city are flanked uy buildings whieh in size, beauty of 
architecture, and cost represent the late t arn.l best xamples of the builders art. One 
street back will be found building representing the achievements of the generation pre­
ceding, and by faithfully exploring the city street bystreet one can find the mud-brick 
hovel, the log cabin, the han<l-sawecl lumber cottage, the stone horn;;e, th brick mansion 
and on up to the magnificent modern fire proof structure. In no other city of the world 
is such progress more clearly defined than in San Antonio. 
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SUMMARIZED, the following interesting facts about San Antonio may be noted: 
A . se,. ed valuations, $34,639,481; miles of street, 425, of which 71 miles are macademized 
and 14 paved with asnhalt or brick; population 93,035; area 36 square miles . Within 
the city limits are 22 parks and plazas, embracing 377½ acres; there are 55 churches, 
represeuting every denominatiou; there are 26 public schools giving employment to 198 
teachers; in addition to these there are nearly as many J)rivate schools employing even 
a greater number of teachers; there are 7 national banks, 4 private banks and 2 state 
banks with a total deposit of over $15,000,000. 

The an Antonio River meanders through the city a total distance of 25 miles, and 
is f-q>anned by 17 large iron bridges and other smaller structures, making the number of 
Lriclges all told in the city total 2,4 . 

San Antonio a R eserve City. 

The comptroller of cmrency has within the la t few weeks <.lesignatecl Sau Antonio 
a reserve city and the local 11ation·1,l and state banks have e taulishe<l a clearinO' house. 
Nearly every bank in the city is affiliated with it. 

The designation of San Antonio as a reserve city will probably double the deposits; 
fol' the bankers from all the smaller cities in this territory will select some San Antonio 
hank a. their reserve agent. This will also have the effect of bringing much more 
trade here. 

"\Vhen the last quarterly report was made, the bankers stated that in point of the 
number of individual depositor the banks were carrying the largest number in their 
history. This hows that the unequaled prosperity which has been experienced in this 
section for the past three years has been pretty evenly divided. 
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The following banks are members of the clearing hou e: Alamo National Bank, 
City National Bank, Fro t .r ational Bank, Lockwood ational Bank, .r ational Bank of 
Commerce, 'Wood National Bank, Groo and Company, D. & A. Oppenheimer, D. ul­
livan and Co., American Bank and Trust Co., and West Texa Bank and Trust Co. 

Alamo Beach 

The completion of the G. H . & S. A. Railway from San Antonio to Port Lavaca 
give. om city double train ervice to thi sea po, t and ha filled along felt necessity, a 
it al o puts om city in direct connection with Alamo Beach, our natural bathing, boat­
ing and hunting ground . 

~oints of Interest. 

rr=":'Sl'Q..,.=::==;, LAMO PLAZA: There is no more delightful introduction to 8an Antonio 
than is given by the fir t view of Alamo Plaza. It semi-tropical verdure, 
always green and luxuriant, both in winter and summer, at once gives a 
favorable impression of the city and its really delio-htful climat . All of 
Alamo Plaza and th urrounding ground i · historic. Aero, it the Mex­
ican army under Santa Anna marched in making their final a. r-;ault on th 
Alamo, which resulted in the annihilation of the brave Travis and hi 

martyred comrade . It is really a portion of th original Alamo the wall of that mi'­
sion having formerly included it. Facing on Alamo Plaza are the Menger Hotel; the 
city ticket office of the I. & G. N., the M. K . & T., the Rock I land-Fri co, and the 
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unset; the Grand Opera Ilouse, over which is the an Antonio lub, one of the most 
exclusive social clubs in the city; and the general offices of the S. A. & A. P. Just after 
passing the plaza park, to the right can be seen the Alamo and the Mission San Antonio 
de Valero. 

THE FEDERAL BUILDING is at the northern end of this plaza. Its handsome 
Moorish architecture is e pecially triking and in keeping with the history of its sur­
roundings. Its arcades are duplicates of those which once adorned the Mission San An­
tonio de Valero, the building standing on the old burial ground of that mission wherein 
were interred for nearly two hundred years the remain of the prie ts and n~ns who 
were stationed at the Alamo and at San Antonio de Valero. When the ground was ex­
cavated for the foundations of the Federal building, the remains of many bodie were 
removed. 

The one tory structure on the corner of Houston Str et and Alamo Plaza just 
west of the Federal Building i erected on a foundation of a mo t unique character. In­
stead of u ing brick to . upport the corners of this building the old brass cannon which 
did such valin1t ervice in the defense of the Alamo were sunk in the ground for that 
purpose, four cannons at each comer. When this building is torn down these relics will 
be moved and will probably command a fancy price, a. there is no question whatev r 
as to their genuinenes . 

HO STO.r TREET, along it entire length, wa at one time but a straggling 
cattle trail, along which a number of mall buildings prung up. At the comer of Hou -
ton and St. Mary Streets i, the Mahncke Hotel, in the r ar of which is the original site 
of Fort Sam Ilouston. The old barrack are still tanding, being now in u e as a livery 
stable. The hotel itself wa utilized for officers' quarters. General Robert E. Lee and 
General Albert Sidney Johnston were both, previous to the Civil '\Var, in command of 
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the e barrack . They re ided on St. Iary Street. It wa in San Antonio that hoth 
these famous and much love<l outhern soldiers deci<led to cast their fate with the 

Confederacy. 
St. l\Iary' Church, in which have been celebrated some of the mo t f~u,hion­

able wedcling in the city, is on St. l\Iary's Stre t, about half a block frmn Houston. 
1 t. l\Iary' College for boy and the home of the Oblat Fathcn, adjojn St. l\Iary's 

hurch. 
The old Mahncke hotel arnl the old l>arrack. are soon to be raze<l to make vlace 

for a mo<lem ten-story fire-proof hotel to co. t more thau $1,000,000. Opvmiite the hotel, 
on the same side of Ilonston Street is the Od<l Fellow's llall which contaius the 
1\Iahneke Avartme11ts, l>esitles a spaciou, lo<lge room u e<l for the regular meeti11g, of 
the Lotlge arnl for numerous ROC'ial fnnctionR, Opposil<' thiR hot€'1 will be found the 
l\Iaje ti<- theat r, tlevot<'<l <'xcluRively to vaudeville. The theatN they oe(•upy is tlH' ol<l­
cst plaee of mun, cmcnt jJ1 the C'ity, it having been San Antonio's first th0ater. rl'hi, , 

however, i to be torn clown to make room for a n<'w ID<Hlen1 thC'at~r lmikling, 
SOLEDAD STREET marks the beginning of the boundary of a territory as fruit­

ful in historical ilwi<lents and stirring srcnes of war as those whirh orcmw<l in the im­
mediate neigh Lorhoo<l of the Alamo. From the comer of llouston and SolC<lad 8treets 
on around the loop which take the car into l\Iain Avenue ancl ba('k into llouston Street 

is a small area of tenitory, every foot of whirh was clesperatC'ly fought for on sC'veral 
oecasion, by the patriotic· Texan. . It was in thi. svace that Ben ~lilam's troop, fought 
inch by in •h their final rontest with the Mexicans, whi<-h rC'sulte<l in the <'c.t1>tme of San 
Antonio by the Texans, although it cost the life of the brave Ben Milam. 

MAIN PLAZA was originally laid out by the Spaniard in 17:n for the resi<lences 
of colonists, and was named "La Plaza de la Constituciou," aft rwanl changed to ·'La 
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Plaza tle los Ista, . " Around it wa, allotted ground for the homes of the Spani h colo­
nists who were SC'nt over from the Canary Island in 1730 to settle in Texa . The pr -
sidio, or garrison town, which sprang up around this plaza wa<:; called Bexar, and later 

formed the city known a. San Antonio <le Bexar. This plaza was the favored camping 
ground of th Iexican soldiers. Their tents were pitched here when the city wa capt­

ured by Milam, and al o during the siege of the Alamo by auta Anna. 
SAN FERNANDO CArrHEDRAL was originally the parish church and still 

continues to be o. It is the olcle t of all the Spani h mi sion churches, and was erected 
by public ubscription iu 1732. It wa on the roof of thi building that Santa Anna 

m unted his cannon to besiege the Alamo. 
rrlie foundations for a new church was laid in 1868. On the creation of the diocese 

of San Antonio it was raised to tlH' dignity of a cathedral. A part of the original church 
n'mains. It i in the rear of the present edifice, having a dome-shaped roof which ha 

withstood the vi •issih1des of wear and weather for nearly three hundred years. 
'fIIE HOUrrIIEH,~ HOTI;JL is just south of tht> cathrdral. It was once the home 

of one of the Spanish colonists, Don Ca siano, an<l is the ito of one of tho olde t hotels. 
It has for years b0011 th( favoritr resort of the ranchmen, many of who e landed e tatei:, 

c-over areas equal to those of many of the , mall er kingdoms of Europe. 
TIIE BEXAR CO TY CO RT HOUSE is the palatial tructme that rear its 

stately head on thC' southwest corner of Main Plaza. It is tho largest, the most impo · 
ing, and the most unique building of it. kind in the state. It i built of reel Pecos sand­

stone and red Texas granite. 
VERAMENDI P ALACE.-On the left hand ide of Soledad treet between Com­

merce treet and llouston is to be een a mall one-story adobe building. This is the 
old palace of..Governor Veramendi, one of the early Mexican governors of Texas. This 



building i aR hi toric a the Alamo. It waR the center of social life during the Mexican 
rule, ancl ha had beneath its hoRpitable roof all the famou men of the time. Santa 
Anna w~. ~ frequent visitor here, with hi. officerR and m n. Beneath its low ceiling 
and be 1de 1t large open hearth the noted Indian fighter ancl Texa patriot Bo·wie woed 
and won the Governor'. daugliter and the wedding which follow d was attended by th 
gallant Don. and langui hing fiorita from all over the entire colony. It was here 
that Ben 1\lilam met his death while driving the Mexican troop out of the city. 

The ma ive cedar doors which are till in use, were the work of a skilled Mexican 
arti t who can·ed them out by hand. They have wung on their hinge for over one 
hundred years and are good for many more. This hi torical landmark will oon be 
razed to widen Soleda<l treet in accordance with the demand of modern traffic. 

OBJECTS OF 1 TEREST: Soledad treet from the junction of Houston to 
where it join San Pedro avenue is lined on both sides with some of the old residPnce 
which were built in the rarly dayR of San Antonio. These hon es were then considered 
palatial homes and were occupied lJy the leading citizens of ~ an Antonio. On San 
~edro Avenue are to be. een the magnificent C'hri:tian church on the right; on the left 
1s the long-used High School lmilding and the new Electric Parle The latter is one of 
the large t open air ammmment places in the South, lJeing equipped with all the late t 
pleasur deviceR to be found at Coney Island or any other of the great plea ure re ort . 

LAUREL HEIGHTS LOOP carries the visitor through the modern aristocratic 
resi~ence districts ~n the ci~. Le than five years ago this entire ection was simply a 
a thicket of me qmte clad lnlL . Its magnificence today is one of the best te timonials 
to th~ rapid growth of_ San Antonio. It will be noted that the mi ion, Spaui h and 
Moorish style of arch1tf'cture prevail, showing that the fa. cinating history of this old 
town bas left its impre s indelibly upou the: minds oCtbc pre ent gen ration. In the 
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laRt three year more than $7,000,000 have been spent for improvement in this section. 
. . ~rom the er _t of the hill towards the north lie thP golf link and the country club. 

Ad~om1~g the golf lmks, laud i now beiug laid out for a magnifirent residence park 
wlnch will be known a San Antouio's millionaire residence diRtrict. 

'AN PEDRO PAHK A JD SPHINGS.-A. far back a th tradition of the Indi­
an go, ~an Pedro pring, and their pure crystal waters were famed a a reRting place 
for the tired traveler. For the possession of the springs hostile Indian tribes battled 
fier_cely long before the wbit man invaded T xa . Around them settled the first agricul­
tnnRt who camr to profit by the Lonuteou crops which Texas alone produce . Under 
the direction of the monk , irrigation ditches were <lug, whi h led the water to the 
plares where it was mm;t uePdecl. The e ditches are till used for irrigation purpo e . 
011 the baulrn of the priug have campP<l at vmfons timrs i\Iilam's Texa. al'my, Santa 
Am1a and his troop. , the lrnited States army on it. way to invacle Mexico, and it was 
h re that the ConfederateR gathered previous to the surre11cl1>r of the United tate 
troops at Fort Sam Hou ton. The magnifi<'ent park now surrounding the prings i owned 
by the city and is open free to all. "Ke p off the gra " signs are not re p •ted and it 
is the great playground of the youug r chil<lren of the city. The tone building which 
can be seen from the car line is known as the powder house. InthedayswhPn the Indi­
ans were troublesom it wa. used a a block hons<', the port hol through which the 
colonists fired on the red men can be . e 11 in the tower wall . 

BRACKENRIDGE PARK.- an Antonio i a city of vark and plazas. The 
p ople take great pride in these many tropical spots scattered throughout the city; but 
nonp of them and few in th<' United StateR can compare in acreage with Brackf'nridge 
Park. It compri e._ 260 acre and i the gift of ( 101. George W. Brackenridge. It re­
main practically in its natural tatf' arnl persons wandering through it ._ haded chive-
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ways can easily imagine themselves surrounded by the virgin wilderness which once 
covered this entire section, The San Antonio river winds its serpentine way through 
its magnificent groves. No hunter with dog or gun is allowed within its c011fines, and 
the visitor will find the trees filled with hirds of brilliant plumage, who saucily sing their 
airy songs in his very face without fear of molestation. Squirrels scamper in the trees, 
rabbits hop unmolested through the underbrush, and the naturalist who is interested in 
either the flora or the fauna of Texas may spend days and weeks in the park and still 
not exhaust its treasmes. In separate preserves are to be found one of the few herd 
of buffalo which still exist in the United States; more than one hundred deer; antl the 
large t herd of elk in the South. Water birds of all kinds thrive on the banks of the 
river. 

This park is dedicated for a family resort, and the deed giving it to the city pro­
vides that no intoxicating liquors shall be brought into, consumed or sold in any por­
tion of the park. 

The magnificent red brick building to be een some distance north of the park is 
the Brackenridge Villa, a college conducted by the Catholic Sisters of the Incarnate 
Word. About a half a mile to the east of Brackenridge Park is Mahncke Park of 
94: acres, also the gift of Col. Brackenridge. Beyond the Brackenridge Villa is located 
one of San Antonio's select suburban residence di tricts, beautiful Alamo Heights. 

THE BREWERIES.-To the right of River Avenue, returning from Brackenridge 
Park can be seen San Antonio's two great breweries. The first i the City Brewery, 
the second is the Lone Star. 

FORT SAM HOUSTON.-On Government Hill is Fort Sam Houston, the econd 
largest post in the United States at present, aud soon to be the largest and most im­
portant. For its improvement the government has already spent more than $3,000.000. 
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In its ample barracks and officers quarters are accommodations sufficient for an entire 
brigade. At present the forces consist of a Brigadier General commanding the D~part­
ment of Texas. a regim nt of infantry, a regiment of cavalry and a battery of artillery. 
The border posts are soon to be abandoned and the entire brigade will be stationed at 
this po t. There are now three posts, known as the Upper Post, the Lower Post and 
the New Post. orth of the New Post is a target and manoeuver ground of over 1000 
acres. At Leon Springs 30,000 acres have been purchased for a permanent manoeuver 
ground. At this place there will be held annually the great joii:-t manoeuv~rs of the 
regular army and the troops of all the Southern States. At that time there ~l proba­
bly be as many as fifteen or twenty thousand troops on the gro1:1nd at one hme. The 
Upper Post is to the right of New Braunfels A venue. It con tams the upper parade 
ground, extensive barracks for the soldiers, quarters for the officers and the offices of 
the Post Commander. 

DEP ARrrME T IIEADQUARTERS is known as "the Quadrangle," because the 
buildings ar0 arranged so as to form a hollow square. It is in these offices that all the 
lrnsine8s connected with the Post is conducted. An entrance through the sally-port 
reveals a beautiful park, in which a good-sized herd of deer and various water birds 
enjoy themRelves, entirt>ly unafraid of tho passer-by. In the center of_ the <_1uadrangle 
is a high clock tower, from the top of which can be seen the mo t beautiful ~1ew of ~an 
Antonio that is possible to obtain anywhere in the city. Days spent m traveling 
throuo-h the city and it suuurbs will not give the visitor anything like so adequate au 
id.ea ;"f tho city as thirty minutes spent in thi tower will give. 

LOWER POST. -The Lower Post is flanked on the west and north by the offi­
cers' quarters, among which is the re idence of the General com~anding the Depart­
ment of Texas. On the extensive parade grounds all the great reviews are held. Here 
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three pre idents of the United State , Harrison, McKinley and Roosevelt. have reviewed 
the troop . Th la t review wa held in honor of ecretary of ·war Taft, who in pected 
the Po t last fall. There are weekly dres parade and daily concerts by the military 
band. 

ON HOU TO~ 'TREET.-At the corner of Hou, ton and acogdoches treet is 
Turner Hall, the beautiful hall of the an Antonio Turn-Verein. At the corner of Main 
A venue i one of the old Span:i, h ditches or acequias, which at one time brought the 
water from San Pedro Spring to furni h the city with water both for drinking and irri­
gation purpo e . The First PreRbyterian church, the olde t Prote tant church in 'an 
Antonio is at the corner of Houston and North Flore treets. It will be noted by it 
tower and other peculiar architectural feature . 

MILAM ~ QVARE i the most magnificent plaza lying to the left of Hou. ton 
Street. In the center i the grav of Ben Milam, over which is a neat monument. This 
grave is strewn with flowers on each anniversary of Texas Independence Day, March 2, 
and appropriate exerci. e are held at which all the public school childr n of the city 
participate. Milam Park wa the fir t Protestant cemetery. When the cemetery was 
abandoned to make way for the park, l\Iilam's rrmains alone were undi turbed. The 
large building to the south of the park is the public market hou e and the group of build­
ing to the north is the Santa Ro a Infirmary. ontinni11g we. t on the West Encl Htreet 
car lin one land, at W t End, one of the most substantial suburb around the city. 
Here is located many of the leading boarding colleges for both youths and misse . 

l\IILITARY PLAZA: R turning from thr I. & G. :N". depot along Commerce 
Street to the :\lilitary Plaza the car go via Doloro a 1-.:'treet, the Engilsh meaning of 
which is "Road of Sorrow," 1-10 ealled uec-ause it was originally the road along which all 
funeral pa sed to the cemeterie . In the center of )Iilitary Plaza i the City Hall. The 
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plaza was originally called "Plaza des Armes" and was devoted to the Spanish military 
garrison. On the we t side was formerly the palace of Governor Cordero, the fir t Span­
i h governor of Texa. . ThP governor's coat of arnu, i still vi ible on the walls of the 
building. 

SOU'rH FLORES HTREErr enters Military Plaza at the outhwest comer and 
by going via thi treet the vi itor has a view of the United. State Arsenal. It covers 
twenty acre of ground au<l i. enclo ed by a substantial rock and iron fence. It was 
commenced in 1860 and corupleted in 1874. 

TRIP TO IIOT WELLS: A ride to llot \Vell via Garden and Pre a Street 
trau port the visitor from the city proper to the ·uburbs. To the right may be seen 
the venerable time blacken d tower of the Mission Conception, one ot the oldest of 
the Texa mission , and soon the tower of the Iain building of the San Antonio Inter­
national Fair Ground i seen. H re a grand fair i held each year in the fall. On the e 
grounds the celebrated Rough Riuers were organized by Dr. Leonard Wood and Theo­
dore Roo evelt. This was their camping and training ground until they left for Cuba 
where th y did uch valiant ervice in the 'panish-American war. In April, 1906, the 
Rough RidC'r ' Re-union was held on their old camping ground, with President Roose­
velt as their guest. 

The Hot \Vell hotel and bath-hon e are out ide the city limit . The hotel is beauti­
fully and picture quely l;cated and ha accommodations for a large number of guest~. 
In couue •tion are bath-houses which utilize the water of the hot sulphur well, sunk by 
the state. 1fi1i water ha a temperature of 104 degrees and is aid to posse meuicinal 
qualitie equal to tho e of the famou. Hot Spring ' of Arkan a . 

At the end of the car line i the Southwestern Insane A yluru, maintained by the 
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(The Fall of the Alamo.) 
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"The Dawn at the Alamo," 1836. (Copyrighted.) 

This picture recoinized u beini historical by the lell!islature arti1t, He_nry McArdle, or1i,inal and it• companion, (Tbe Battle 0£ San Jacinto.) 
in Sena1e Chamber o{ Capitol, at Au11m, Texas-

The Alamo. 

IIE main historic point of Ran Antonio iR the Alamo Plaza, formerly the 
Plaza de Valero, for on it i. the famous and historic Alamo. It· ecclesi­
astical name wa the l\Ii, sion de San Antonio de Valero, o called from 
San Anthony of Padua, the patron saint of the city, and the Duke de 
Valero, the Spanish Viceroy. How it came to be called the Alam8, is a 
matter of conjecture. Alamo signifies cotton wood and as the buildiug 
lies under the hade of such big tree , this may have origina,ted the name, 

hut it is quite possible that a· the first garrison came from Fort Alamo de Parras in thP 
Province of C'oahnila, l\Iexico, they gan• it that name. 

This mis. io11 seems to have bad a migratory existence prior to its settlemeut on 
its 1m~scnt sit<'. It wa origillally estal.Jlishcd in 170:3 on the cienagua of the Rio Graucle, 
thenee it was mo\·c,1 to San Ildt>phonso. After that it wa removed to San Antonio. It 
was fin,t at San Pedro Spriugs, then on tbe l\Iilitary Plaza and afterwards where it now 
stands. 

The lmilding was cn'etcd in 1718, but the corner stone hears the date of 1757. r.l1 l1<' 

reason for this discrepall(•y iR 11ot known. It would appca1· as if the building wa.f; firRt 
of a different form to what it was kuo\\·11 later, that origi1tally there were two tower. alHl 
a belfry to sound au alarm 011 the approach of ho, tile Indians, amt to call the P<'Ople to 
mass. Apparently iu de ign it originally resemblt->d the fir~t mi sion as it i een 
today. 

The Alamo as a missirm was in charge of the :E'ranci, cau monks, who educated 
and christia11ized the friernlly Indian all(l protected them, the huge thick wall being 
invulnerable to attack. There were no windows then on the low 'r floor and Indians had 
to hoot arrows upward, striking the ceiling and doing no harm. 
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When in 1718 a military po t was e tablished here and the conquest of Texas was 
attempted by the French, who then controlled Loui, iana, it was found nece sary to have 
a fort and the Alamo wa. a mo t d sirable place for it. In 1757, it wa se ·ularized by 
royal decree, and it is po sible that changes were then made in the building to adapt it 
for military pmpo e and. that th ton merely commemorate the changes. How ver 
thi may be, the Alamo became then th protectiv forfre . of the city and no doubt was 
occupied by part of the garrison. 

It wa fir t captmed by Major Kemper, of the MagfE' expedition, who defeated 
General alcedo in 1 12. These were American revolutioni ·t. and Mexican malcontents . 
A year later General Arredondo, at the head of a superior Mexican army, re-conquered 
it and MexicHn were again in poRsession, and it r mained in their control until 1835, 
when gallant old Ben ::\Iilam, with a few brave companion., invaded San Antonio, capt­
ured it, and General De Cos, head of th Mexican army urrender< d, evacuated it and 
retired with his army into Mexico. 

The Texan coloni8tR remained in pt>aceable po es, ion m1til FPbruary 1 36, when 
General. 'anta Auna, President of niexi<'o and Commander-in-chief of the Mexican army, 
be ieged the city. Ilis army consisted of (5000 men, picked men of the country; while 
the Texan army consi. ted of only 145 effiei('llt men. Thi was latpr augmented by 32 
men who came from Gonzales. 

The invasion of Santa Anna was not unexp ~cted and Travis, then in command, 
had been ordered to fall back on Goliad, where a large force of rrPxan were in camp. 
Instead of this, he and his men fortified tbemRelves in the Alamo and Travi sent to the 
provisional government for re-enforceml'nts, with his immortal dl'claratiou : "I shall 
never retreat or ~ urrender." Owing to the confusion of the time and other disobedience 
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no=relief was sent until too late, except thE' men from Gonzales, who merely addt>cl to 
the butchery. 

Santa Anna hoiRtNl the Llack flag on the pari h church, (now Sau Fernando 
Cathedral), which sio-nifiecl "no quarter" and commenced a vigorous cannonading, which 
continuE'd, with few intE'rval , but did no matnial tlamagE' to the Luilcling and injured 
none of the gaJlant clef nclers. Th0 TexanR' fir wa spar ely delivered for they were 
short on ammunition, and wi e]y re. ervNl it for the final attack. 

Sau ta Anna chafed under Lt ing kE'pt at bay and feared re-inforcements might 
arrive, and it was clecidecl that an attack Rhould be made at dawn on Sunday, March 
(5th, 18:~G, and at that time Ranta Anna, at the head of his army, marched to the Alamo. 
The atta<'k was made in six column. and at different pointR. For some time the brave 
clt>fend.ers kept tlw 1\lexieanc; off and killed many, but the reserve. were brought to the 
front and the MPxieans ::su<'eeeclE'd in making brea<'lH'S in thr walls and in scaling th0m. 
Then orC'urred a most d0Rperate hand to hand fight, which i. thus described by Santa 
Anna in his official report: 

"'l'hE'y (tlw 1\1exieam;) met with a , tnbborn rE'SiRtanc . The combat la ted more 
than au hour aud a half ancl the r0s0rvE's had to 1>€' brought into action. The scene 
offered by this €'11gagerne11t was E'xtraordinary. Tlw men fought individually vieing with 

€'arh other in lwroism." 
Bnt resistauce agaillst such an overwlwlmi11g force was in vain, and evNy Texan 

peri.hed in the strife. '1,he comnunHler, rrravis, was killPd at the gun; Dave Crockett 
<liE'cl in tlw main lmilding; Bowi<>, who was . ick i11 bed in 011<> of thE' ide room , nE'ar 
the door, died fighting, all(l Bonham mE't with a like fatE> . 1\1ajor Evans was killed as 
he was attempting to explode tlw powdE'r magazine. 
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T'he ariJin.JI a .,J CO/tYdcht o:.untd b1 C . H . Mudl,r, the Paint Manu/ocJu rtr . Sat1 Antonio , Texas. 

The Fall ol the Alamo, March 6th, 1836. 
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Thus was the Alamo captmed and its brave defenders died. 
anta Anna' vengeance did not end here. To his eternal cfa;grac<" he c•aused the 

bodies of the Texa heroes to be burned to ashe . A funeral pyre was made of a layer 

of wood and a layer of bodies, alternately, and when it was complE:'ted, the pyre wa. 

lighted and it burned until reduced to ashes . 
Santa Anna' victory cost him dearly. In hi report he ay that he lo t 75 men 

and had 300 wounded, amoDg whom were 25 officers, but Don Pancho Ruiz, who was 

alcalde (mayor) at the time, and a Mexican, says that the los was over WOO men, and 

tlwre is every rea on to believe he was correct because he buried the bodies. 
It wa the battle of the Alamo and it. terrible finale and the ma Racre of 'rexan 

prisoners of war at Goliad that lead to the defeat of Santa Anna at San Jacinto, April 

21, 1836, ,vhcn the 'rexans met the l\I<>xican army. 'rlie TPxans k1ww that tlwy would 

find no mercy at the hauds of Santa Auna, that the honor of the wives and their home, 

were at Rtak(', all(l they fought with a de pC'ration that waR tPrrihle . ,rith the cry of 

"R<>member the Alamo," "Rememb<'r Goliad," they ma<l<' a furious onslaught on the 

Mexican army. The Mexicans fought well, but had to fall Lack in di order and were 

utterly rout<.>d and defeated. Tlwir loss of life in battle was terriule, and many perishecl 

in the rivE'r in the rear, in trying· to escapE'. Santa Auna wa captured in disgui e next 

day. Ilis life was spared but he had to sign a treaty recognizing Texa as a fret> and 

iudepemleut tate. 
In pite of this treaty, Santa Anna continued to claim Texas as a province of the 

Mexican Republic and attempts were mad<" to reconquer it. The fir t was by General 

Vi quez in 1843, but he contented him elf with claiming sovereignty and changing tlw 

civic officers. He remained only two day and then returned to Mexico. In eptember 

next G neral Woll came and took po session of the city. The Texans retreated to the 
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outskirts of the city and there organized. Woll attacked the Texans on September 17, 
but was ignominiously defeated and retreated to the Alamo. The next day he evacu­

· ated San Antonio and returned to Mexico. 
In 1845 the Republic of Texas joined the United States and became one of the 

many states under the stars and stripes. The Mexican claims to Texas was the cause 
of the Mexican war. In their victory the AmericanR secured a recognition of Texas as 
United States territory and since that time Mexico has ma<l.e no attempt to reclaim her 
lost province. 

The Alamo church remained neglected and in ruins for years until the United 
States had it re-roofed and fixed. up for use of the quarternm ter's department and. it 
wa so used until Texas seceded from the Union, and then the Confederates used it for the 
Rame purpose,. When the civil war was over the United States again took possession 
of it and held it until the department was move<l to Fort Sam Houston. 

Then the famous old church had a further deare<l.ation. It was leased to llonor<' 
Grenet, a merchant in an adjoining store and wa used as a store house. 

The Alamo church property wa purchased by the State May 12, 1883, for $20,-
000, and placed in the cu tody of the city of Sau Antonio on the condition that the city 
should take care of it and provide a custodian. Under thi, anangement the Alamo was 
cleared of the wooden fixings of the U. S. quartermasters, etc., and placed in the clean 
condition it is seen today. 

The Alamo is open to visitors from 9 a. m. until 12 noon; and from 2 until 5 p. m. 
daily except Sunday. 

It should be added that by a recent legiRlative enactment the care of the Alamo 
church and ground adjoining has been placed with the Daughters of the Republic of 
Texas. 
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The Missions. 

HERE are no more interesting historical sights in San Antonio than the 
four Mission , or old Spanish churches, located to the south of the city. 
These are the monuments of the first Spanish settlements and the first 
attempt in the southwest to civilize and Christianize the Indians. The 
missions are four in number and are the best example of ancient ecclesi­
astical architech1re in exi tence. They form the basis from which the arch­
itects of today have design0d the many beautiful mission homes to be 

seen in all parts of thi::: city. All are within ten miles of the city and are connected 
with San Antonio by excellent road.way . A drive to view them is one of the most 
charming and pleasant that a tourist can possibly enjoy in this section. The macadam­
ized roadways pas through beautiful groves and along each ide are the irrigated farms 
which have, within the past few year , demonstrated the magnificent agricultural possi­
bilities of this fertile section. A trip to the mission will not only give a person au 
opportunity of viewing these great historic landmarks, but will also give him an excel­
lent idea of the country surrounding San Antonio, which contributes so much to the 
prosperity of the city. 

The missions in their time were more than mere places of worship. Connected 
with each was the "convento" in which the priests lived and surrounding them were 
the fields in which the civilized Indians labored. The erection of each mission was the 
result of prodigious labor. The buildings are for the most part made of small stones 
embedded in cement and these material had to be brought many miles on the backs of 
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the Indians. The fact that, despite years of neglect, they stand today is a living testi­
mony to the substantial way in which they were built. 

The first mission, which can be seen and reached from the Hot Wells car line, is 
Concepicon, noted for its twin towers. It was built in 1734 and is still used as a place 
of worship . Services are held here twice a year and thousands of the loyal Catholics of 
San Antonio make a pilgrimage on foot from the San Fernando Cathedral to this mi -
sion. In addition to its religious significance, this pilgrimage is supposed to bring a 
season of good luck to all who participate. This is the best pre erved of all the missions. 

San Jose, built is 1711, is known as the second mi sion and represents the most 
artistic conception and the most finished architecture of anything of it kind in th 
outhwest. It front i, adorned with statues and other carvings which are the life work 

of a noted religious sculptor. The window to the south is said to be one of the be. t 
pieces of ancient carving to be found anywhere in the world. Here can be seen the 
arcades which were a distinctive feature of all the missions a well as the ovens and 
other dome tic features of the old mis ions. A trip to San Antonio can hardly be con­
sidered complete without a visit to this mission, as it is only a short walk across the 
fields from the Hot Well Hotel, 

The other two missions, San Juan and San Francisco de Espada are at a con id­
able distance from the city and are much smaller and much more dilapidated than the 
fir t two mi ion . They are not particularly worthy of the attention of a traveler who 
ha but a short time in the city. A particular feature of the third mission is the old 
stone wall showing the hollow square in which all the missions are arranged. 
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