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THE GULF COAST OF TEXAS 3 

FOREWORD 

ONLY a few years ago millions of acres of land in the 
Great West were open to the homesteader. Today 
li ttle of it is left that is of value. It has been changed 

into rich farms and has become the homes of millions of pros­
perous people. Oklahoma was thrown open to settlement seven­
teen years ago, and to-day upwards of a million of people in 
t ha t portion of the new commonwealt h a re making the land give 
forth its wealth . An empire has been builded in a wilderness . 

Yet the d emand for n ew homes is unabated . Today it is 
greater than ever. The crowded inhabitants of the cities are 
a nxious fo r more breathing space. Mercha nts, mechanics a nd 
professional men a re seeking new locations. Farmers in the 
older states have raised families of boys whom they d esire t o 
locate on farms of t heir own, but land is entirely too high in 
the old home states to think of buying. Comparatively little 
good homestead la nd is still open to settlement, a nd the little 
t ha t is left is rapidly being taken. 

But here and there in this broad la nd of ours are localit ies 
where desirable homes may be made-localities that certa in 
conditions have held back from settlement heretofore. Some 
of these new regions are localit ies wh ere irrigation has recently 
become practicable- localities wh ere a little water turns a 
desert into, a garden and makes it produce riches sca rcely 
dreamed of by t hose of older regions. 

It is to tell something of one of these new localit ies-new 
in the sense t hat it has recently been opened fo r settlement­
t hat these pages a re written. 
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INTRODUCTORY 

TURN to a m ap of t h e United States in some geography 
or a tlas. Note the point of T exas t ha t extends down 
bet ween the Gulf of Mexico and t h e Rio Grande River . 

The first stream north of the Rio Grande is the Nueces. Place 
your t humb over t his point of Texas so tha t it will just hide 
t h e Nueces and all below it. The t erritory covered by your 
thumb is one of the m ost wonderful agricultural lands on the 
W est ern H emisphere-the future earl y vegetable garden of the 
United States. 

Up to the fall of 1904 farming was ha rdly thought of in t his 
lower Gulf Coast count ry except on a few planta tions a long ·the 
banks of the Rio Grande. It was given over a lmost exclusively 
to grazing. Now it is shipping hundreds of ca rloads of vegeta­
bles of all kinds for which it receives the highest prices. In 
an other five years it will be storing up millions of dolla rs an­
nually from its a gricultural product s alon e, equalling Ca li­
fo rnia in ma ny of its fruits , and surpassing every ot h er r egion 
of the United States in winter and early spring vegetables. 

The t erritory bet ween the Nueces a nd the Rio Grande under 
your thumb cont ains approximately t"·enty thousand squa re 
miles-about half as much as did the T erritory of Oklahoma . It 
was over t he possession of this region that t h e Mexican war was 
fought-and we are just discovering what wealt h we. secured 
wh en we convinced Mexico that the Rio Grande and not the 
Nueces should be the interna tional boundary. 

Land in this r egion ca n be purchased a t from ten dolla r s 
per acre up , for la rge pa rcels, a nd at from twenty to thirty dol­
la rs per acre fo r sm all farms, located from eighty rods t o four 
miles from a ra ilroad station ; and it will produce two crops each 
year, which, if grown and market ed judiciously , will bring t he 
producer from on e hundred t o four hundred dolla rs a n acre­
and som etimes even more- for each crop. 

These a re astounding figures to t he average farmer , but t hey 
a re absolutely true, and you will discover how it is b rough t 
about if you peruse the pages which follow. 

At the same time t he climate is so delightful that it ap­
proach es that of the much-sought Sout hern California in winter , 
and t he Gulf breezes m a ke it comfortable during the summer 
d ays when t he m ercury is hovering around the hundred degree 
m ark in the Middle W est. 

I t is a region wh ere many crops can be grown the year 
around , if d esired ; wh ere the climate m ak es it possible t o 
ha rvest '' roasting ears '' for the Christmas dinner , and ripe 
tomatoes, lettuce , cabbages, beets, and other vegetable d eli­
cacies in midwinter. 

Therein lies the r emarkable value of this land of the Sout h . 
It is possible to raise a staple crop in midsumm er wh en the 
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rest of t h e country does, and in addition i t is t h e regular t hing 
to h arvest a crop of winter vegetables a t a time wh en t he rest 
of t he country is willing a nd anxious to pay fab ulous prices 
for t hem. Berm uda· onions, fo r instance, frequent ly bring more 
t han $600 a n acre. 

It is a land wh ere it is a delight to live a nd b reathe ; a land 
wh ere t he climate partakes of t he healt hful qua lit ies of the semi­
arid regions of the Sout hwest, b ut wh ere surf-ba thing and the 
salt sea air a re only a few m iles away. I t is a land wh ere 
t h e p urest of water gush es fo rt h from artesian wells, varying 
from six hundred to a t housand feet deep, and wh ere fresh 
fruits may be picked at nearly every season of t h e year. 

I t is a land wh ere t h e sportsman m ay d elight his hear t , 
where wild fowl flock by t h e millions a long t h e coast during t he 
winter mont hs ; wh ere d eer , wild t urkeys and other game may 
be fo und in abundance; a nd wh ere t he tarpon, a -prince amon g 
game fish es, furni sh es t he most exciting sport to be found with 
a hook and line . 

I t is a land wh ere the stock-raiser needs no shelter fo r his • 
cattle-and where the nut ritious grasses feed t hem during the 
entire twelve mont hs of t h e year, with a lmost no t hought fro m 
t he owner . 

It is a land that is ripe with promise fo r t he future, a land 
wherein t housands of homes will be m ad e wit hin t he next fo ur 
or five years, wh ere wealt h untold will be t ak en from t he fe rtile 
soil. I t is a region wh ere land may be worth a $ 1 ,000 an a cre 
ten years hence. 

If you are interest ed in a la nd of t his sort you m ay find it 
worth while to peruse the pages.which follow . They a re intend ­
ed to describe what has a lready been accomplished in thi s n ew· 
Southland, th e conditions that exist , what is needed to m ake 
a hom e t here. a nd what may reasonably be expect ed in t h e 
fu t ure. 
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As to Texas 
Texas has almost every variety of Climate, Soil, 
and Product that is found in the United States. 

7 

Everybody knows that T exas is a great state. It is a 
matter of common knowledge t hat if Texarkana were placed on 
Philadelphia, El P aso would be in t he neighborhood of St. Louis. 
I t requires only a gla nce at t he map to s ow t hat if B ro\\·nsville 
were moved over to Mobile, t he Panhandle would cover the state 
of Illinois, ,vith Chicago in its northeastern corner . 

But comparatively few people stop to think what this means. 
Texas is simply T exas to millions of people, especially to those 
who live in t he Nor t h . They t hink of it simply as a Southern 
state, but they do not realize t hat Brownsville is as much further 
south of D a llas as D allas is South of Kansas City. Galveston 
a nd H ouston a re counted in Southern T exas, but they are 
abou t one hundred and fifty miles north of t he South T exas 
region considered in t hese pages. The lower Rio Grande 
Va lley is sometimes er roneously referred to as Southwest T exas, 
a nd so is El P aso, but t hey a re eight hundred miles apart. 

T exas h as a lmost every variety of climate, soil and product 
that can be found in t hi s great land of ours. It has the s,Yamp 
and the desert ; the ocean a nd the prairie, woodla nd and p lai n . 
It is winter in Northwest Texas w hile t he Gulf Coast country 
is enjoying sunshine like t hat of May. T exas grows ,Yheat like 
Minnesota or Kansas, corn like Illinois or Iowa, a nd more cotton 
than any oth er two Southern states com bined. 

But T exas is great in other ways. It is a great "·ealth­
producer. Few stat es can show as great gain in the comforts of 
life to t he average of t he population as Texas. It is also great 
in looking a fter the welfare of coming generations. It h as t he 
greatest permanent school fund of any State in the Union­
between forty and fifh, millions of dollars. And it is great 
in its econom y. Only three other states have a rate of taxa­
tion as low, and in all of Texas it is no lower than it is in the 
southernmost counties. In Nueces County, for instance, it 
requires only 84 cents on each one hundred dollars of valuation 
to pay all the taxes, and this rate is div ided as follows: State 
ad valorem, 20 cents; school, 18 cents; county ad valorcm, 
25 cents; county special , 21 cents . And in Cameron and Hi­
dalgo counties it is only a trifle higher. 

Wit hin the past two or t hree years the "·orld h as been 
awaking to the great ness of T exas, but it does not yet fully 
realize it. And no part of this great state surpasses in op­
portunity a nd possibilities t he Gulf Coast country and the 
region down by the Rio Grande. 
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South Texas in General 

.4. wonderful diversity of crops, the always de­
pendable supply of artesian well water, the finest 
southern climate in America-makes T exas and 
particularly South Texas, the great objective poi nt 
fo r homeseekers. 
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Few people outside of Texas-and not a great many in 
that state-h ave a correct idea of the region along the west 
Gulf Coast and the lower Rio Grande Valley. The general im­
pression is that the Gulf Coast is swampy and reeking with 
dank vegetation, and that the interior of the South Texas 
country is barren and fit for nothing save grazing. 

You, for instance, may think of the Gulf Coast country as 
one of S\\·amps a nd morasses. I t may suggest alligators, a nd 
marshes oYergrown w ith an a lmost impenetrable tangle of rank 
vegetat ion , b reeding mosquitoes a nd fever. The Gulf Coast 
region in South T exas is quite the opposite. It partakes of 
many of t he qualities of the semi-a rid Southwest. I t is dry and 
elevated from thirty to sixty feet above t he Gulf. And the 
interio r, instead of being treeless as you might imagine , is 
covered with a great variety of shrubs and small trees, and 
amo ng which grows the lux uriant grasses which fatten t he 
tens of tho usands of beeves t hat come from Southern Texas. 

There is no more fertile region in a ll t his broad land of ours 
than that bet\\·een t he Nueces and the Rio Grande. None will 
produce a greater variety of fruits and vegetables, or produce 
them more abundan t ly ; and , w hat coun ts fo r more, the Gulf 
Coast country will produce t hem at times whe n no other region 
can. Yet up t o the fall of 190-1- comparatively li ttle was known 
of t hi s marYelous fertility . A few years ago it was supposed 
to be absolutely impassible to do any farming in this region , 
except along the banks of t he Rio Grande where water could 
be pumped on to the crops w hen t h e rain-fa ll was short. 

For t here is a shortage of rains at cer ta in seasons in the Gulf 
Coast country. Along the Nueces and north of it there is 
usua lly a sufficiency to grow cotton and corn, but it cannot be 
depended on at a ll times to grow t hose crops that require more 
moisture . There is really an average a nnual rain-fall of over 
twenty-six inches , w hich would be sufficient for most crops 
if it were rightly distributed , but it is not. Sometimes prac­
t ically no irrigation is necessary , even in the lower Gulf Coast 
country, b u t in other season s four to five irrigations a re need ed. 
And this is w hy there has been no agriculture in t hat great 
region south of the Nueces until recently. 
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A" Gusher" at Kingsville, South Texas. 

The Discovery of Artesian Water. 

But now a change has taken place. Artesian water was dis­
covered five or six years ago on the great King Ranch , forty 
miles southwest of Corpus Christi. After the first well was 
sunk, another, and t h en a nother, was put down , a nd each time, 
up came the pure, sparkling artesian water, flowing in great 
abunda nce As time went on the artesian belt was extended 
until it now covers the territory from Robstown, sixteen m iles 
west of Corpus Christi, to Raymondville , and is being extended 
monthly, with every indication that a satisfactory flow will be 
obtained in all territory not covered by the systems of irrigation 
on t he Rio Grande. 

Pure artesian water in abundance means wealth. It makes 
possible the cheapest kind of irrigation, and irrigation means 
crop insurance. The owners of most of t h e 150 miles of ranch 
land between the Nueces and the Rio Grande realized the 
boon that artesian water brought to them, but t hey also realized 
that without transportation facilities to carry to market the 
crops, agriculture in t hat section would be useless. The one 
hundred and fifty miles of coast cou nt ry from Corpus Christi 
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to Brownsville was without a foot of railroad, and so was the 
lower Rio Grande Valley as fa r up as Laredo, two hundred 
miles above Brownsville. There was a dema nd for a railroad, 
a nd t he railroad was built. 

Coming of the Railroad. 

On July 4, 1904, the fi rst train ran, over the St . Louis, 
Brownsville & Mexico R a ilway from Corpus Christi to Brmvn s­
v ille, a nd to day it is operating north to Bay City. Within 
a few \\-eeks it will be running its trains d irect from Browns­
vi lle into H ouston and Galveston, with a branch line seventy­
five miles up the Rio Grande. 

The ra ilroad has opened t his vast region to the possibilities 
of agriculture, and already it is shipping out hundred s of car­
loads of cabbages, onions, beets , carrots, lettuce, tomatoes, 
cantaloupes , cauliflower , potatoes, cucumbers, beans, asparagus 
and other vegetables. 

Rice and sugar cane have been produced along the R io 
Grande for several years, but only in quantities to supply the 
demands of the valley. The coming of t he railroad opens the 
markets of the nation to these products, a nd sugar especially 
promises to become a source of great income. In no other part 
of the American continen t can suga r be grown so advantage­
o usly as it is in the lower Rio Grande Valley. More cane per 
acre is raised , it is rich er in sugar content , a nd it will grow 
twice as many years without r eplanting as in a ny other sugar­
producing locality of the country. Before many years the 
lower Rio Gra nde Valley will be t he "sugar bowl of the nation." 

E xperiments have shown t hat a wide variety of fruits of a ll 
kinds w ill grow in this South T exas region. Lemons from the 
K ened y R a nch at Sarita were rated higher than a ny other ex­
hibit of lemons at the Louisia na Purchase E xposition. Ora nges 
and oth er citrus fru its have produced abundantly as simple , 
experiments on some of t he big ranches. Figs do well there. 
Grapes t hrive with scarcely any care. Strawberries can be 
grown for t he market in January and February. Some variet ies 
of bananas, especially the plaintain, or fig banana, yield profit­
able returns. Loquats can be placed on t he market in F ebruary 
and many oth er fruits a re grown with success. 

' Climate- The Great Asset. 

But the great variety of crops and fruit s that can be grown 
is not the great est asset of South Texas. The climate, that 
makes it possible to place these crops on t he market at a time 
when t hey will command fancy prices is what gives t h e Gulf 
Coast country a n advantage possessed by no other region in 
the United States. It is this climate that makes it the winter 
vegetable garden of the nation. 

Turn to your map again and note the comparative location 
of the sauth point of Texas. It lies t hree huudred miles further 
south t han t he southernmost parts of Georgia, Alabama and 
Mississippi. I t is as far south of Atlanta as Atlanta is south 
of Chicago or Clevela nd. I t is five hundred miles fa r t her south 
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The Products require many Crates. 

than Los Angeles and t he famous orange region of California. 

Brownsville, you will note, lies in t he same lati tude as t he 

Everglades of Florida, but , unlike the E verglades, it has a 

dry, healthful climate. 
This renders the tropical possibilities of Sout h Texas far 

superior to those of a ny other region of the South. At t he 

same time it has characteristics that make its climate more 

delightful than that of latitudes a thousand miles to t he north . 

Only three t imes during the seventeen years t hat reco rd s 

have been kept has t he mercury registered below t\rnnty degrees. 

Yet it has never gone above 98 degrees in summer in t his same 

• region, a nd only four times in seventeen years has it been 

warmer than 96 degrees. One hundred d egrees is b~- no means 

unusual in midsummer in Northern cities. In th e Korth ern 

states, too, it is usually a soggy, damp heat, which makes it a ll 

the more oppressive a nd produces sunstrokes. Sou th Texas 

is essentially a semi-a rid region. There is little rainfall du ring 

the summer months-which necessitates irrigation-and the 

same dry atmosphere and rapid evaporation that renders 1 ro 

degrees fa irly comfortable on the Colorado Desert makes the 

climate of South Texas a pleasure to man. Sunstrokes a re 

ent irely unknown. The writer of t hese lines slept under 

blankets in that region in the middle of May. 
These facts, combined with the fe rtili ty a nd comparative 

cheapness of the land , makes Sout h Texas peculiarly attractive 

to the homeseeker who has a lit tle money to invest and who 

wishes to take up his abode in a ple::isant la nd ,\·here he will 

receive large and quick returns. 
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Not Government Land. 

There is no governmen t land in South Texas. It was at one 

time covered by Mexica n a nd Spanish la nd gra nts, and the 

United States government has had no title to it . There are, 

therefore, no lands open to homestead entry as there have been 

in most of the new sections of the W est. I t is held , for the 

most part, in large ranches, portions of which a re now being 

placed on t he market at from twenty to thirty dollars a n acre. 

Unlike pra irie land , however , it does not require a quarter or 

a ha lf section to make a fa rm . A man can do as well, or better. 

on forty acres of irrigated land in South Texas as he ca n on 

a quarter section of 160 acres on t he prairies. 
This region between the Nueces a nd the Rio Grande is rich 

in history. As has been stated , it was t h e cause of the war 

between the United States a nd Mexico - a nd its true worth to 

this nation is just now becoming apparen t . I t was worth saving. 

The golden cities for which Coronado searched a re now building 

on the plains of Texas. 

DigginJ a n Artesi.:i. n W ell at S::irita, South Texas. 
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The Influx of' Americans. 

During the years succeeding Mexican independence of Spain 
Americans began to drift into T exas along the upper coast 
country, and by 1830 there were 20,000 of them in that region. 
Mexican oppression _brought on the rebellion led by General 
Sam Houston, which resulted in the independence of Texas, but 
the boundary line was not established fo r t he Mexican frontier. 
Mexico insisted that i t should be the Nueces, while Texas was 
determined to make it the Rio Grande . This was the situation 
when Texas became one of the United States a nd this nation 
assumed to fix the boundary line. Thus t he question at issue 
was the territory between the Nueces and the Rio Grande, the 
rich region t hat has only now been made available for agriculture 
by the building of the St. Louis, Brownsville & Mexico Railway. 

This region had been parcelled out in Spanish and Mexican 
land grants. At the t ime of t he Texan revolution it was held 
chiefly by high officials of the Mexican army, whose a ncestors 
had received it in t he shape of grants from Spanish k ings. 
·w•ith the ascendency of American supremacy in that region 
t hese Mexicans became willing to dispose of their h oldings at 
a very low figure, and it was in this way that some of the big 
ranches of South Texas were started. When hostilities between 
the United States and Mexico broke out in 1845, General 
Zachary Taylor landed his army fo r t he invasion of Mexico 
at Kinney's Ranch, which was the northeast corner of t he dis­
puted territory, and spent the following winter there. 

General Taylor's camp fanned t he nucleus of th e t hriving 
town that now stands on t h e spot. When t he a rmy advanced 
a considerable number of camp followers remained behind, and 
shortly afterwards the settlement took on the name given t h e 
bay by La Salle, Corpus Christi. 

General T aylor 's next position was just above the mouth of 
t he Rio Grande, wh ere he estabiished Fort Brown, opposite the 

A South Texas Onion Field in February, 1906. 
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Some R adishes in February, 1906. 

Mexican city of Matamoros, where the Mexican army ,vas en­
camped. When the Mexican war was concluded, the Rio 
Grande became the boundary between the nations, giving to 
the United States the rich territory between the Nueces and 
the boundary, to become "the winter vegetable and fruit 
garden of the nation." 

Where Fort Brown was established the town of Brownsville 
sprang up and for 1more than half a century it has been the 
metropolis of the luwer Rio Grande Valley. During the Civil 
\¥ ar all of the cotton from the South that was exported to 
Europe had to pass through Brownsville and Matamoros, all 
other ports being closed. These being on the border of a neutral 
nation were kept open and a great trade developed. Both exports 
and imports were carried by wagons across t he same country 
now traversed by the St. Louis, Bro,Ynsville & Mexico Railway. 
After the war of course other ports were opened a nd this 
traffic practically ceased, although for many years before the 
building of the great railroad lines to t he southwest and 
across the Mexican border, Corpus Christi , Brownsville and 
Matamoros were flourishing ports. A great cattle business 
was established, a nd most of the trade of this r egion found 
its outlet by way of the sea through these towns. But 
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when the great railroad systems crossed the plains and tapped 
the Mexican border , this trade was di verted, a nd Brownsville 
and its sister Mexican city languished, cut off from the rest of 
the world by a hundred a nd fifty miles of plain and prairie . 
The building of the St. Louis. Brownsville & Mexico Railway 
brought Brownsville again into touch wit h t h e world, and 
opened t o agriculture t he rich region around it. 

The Great Ranches. 

vVhen General Zachary Taylor landed his troops at Corpus 
Christi in 18-1-5, one of his transpor ts was commanded by Captain 
Yi iffiin Kenedy and piloted by Captain Richard King, who had 
been engaged in traffic on t h e Mississippi prior to t hat time. 
These two men have been denominated t he Lewis and Clarke of 
South T exas. Much of its development is due to them, a nd 
their immediate heirs a nd successors a re now interested in open­
ing t his region to settlement. These men served t heir country 
during t he Mexican '\Var, but as soon as the war closed they 
began an exploration of t he South T exas region, which ended 
by the starting of a cattle ranch by each in this beautiful region . 
Today Santa Gertrudis Ranch , with its h eadquarters forty miles 
sou thwest of Corp us Christ i, stands as a monument to t he fore­
sight of Captain King. On its miJlion acres J_are pastured, 
summer and winter, eighty thousand blooded cattle. Some­
thing more than twenty miles to the sout h are the headquar ters 
of La Parra, a ranch established by Captain K enedy in his later 
years. It contains 800,000 acres, a nd to the ordina ry farmer 
is a man-el of organization and achievement. 

F or many years t hese two men , fast friends throughout their 
entire careers , were associated in the cattle industry together , 
a nd later t heir push a nd enterprise gave Corpus Christi rail road 
connections wit h the outside world. Captain King departed 

Bananas-La Pa rra Ranch. 
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this life many years ago, leaving his property to his widow, but 
he was succeeded in the active management of Santa Gertrudi s, 
by his son-in-law a nd attorney, Robert J. Kleberg. To Mr. 
Kleberg belongs the honor of instituting modern ranching ih 
Southern Texas. It wash who eliminated the Texas long-horn 
and substituted fo r him the high-grade, blooded ""·hite face" 
and Durham. This was accomplished only by overcoming 
many difficulties. The T exas fever killed the fi rst imported 
full-blood s. Mr. Kleberg was told that the climate h ad done it 
and that it was impossible to raise anything but the acclimated, 
bony long-horns in that section . H e knew better. H e made 

a study of the subject, discovered the Texas fever tick, and 
invented a successful method of overcoming the tick a nd 
acclimating imported cattle. Now high-grade animals costing 
thousand s of dolla rs, the win ners at the great stock shows at 
Chicago a nd K a nsas City, a re taken to South Texas "·ithout 

New Potatoes, in F ebruary, 1906. 
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A Well Flowing 1100 Gallons per Minute. 

fea r of loss. Today not one of the eighty thousand a nimals 
bearing the brand of the King Ranch is less t ha n a half-blooded 
Hereford or Durham, while m a ny a re three-quarters and full­

blooded. The long-horn has been entirely eliminated . 
Captain K enedy began the weeding out of the long-horns 

many years ago, and today nothing but Short-horns, H ereford s 
and D evons-from h alf-bloods to full-bloods-are fo und on 

t he Kenedy R anch . 

The Artesian Belt. 

It was on the King R anch that artesia11 water "·as first dis­
covered a few years ago through the enterprise of the manager 
of the ranch, Mr. R . J. Kleberg. The discovery was followed by 
t he boring of scores of wells all over the surrounding country, 
a nd in each instance there came an abundant flow of pure arte-
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Train at B rownsville Station , St. L . B . & l\f. R y. 

sian wat er . There a re abou t seven t y such ·wells on the King 
R a nch a lone, and a bou t one hundred on the K enedy R a nch . 
The a r tesia n b elt extends from Robstown t o south of R aymond­
v ille , a dist a nce of one hundred miles, and perhaps nearly 
as far inla nd. The depth of t h ese wells varies from 6 r 7 feet 
to 1 ,058 feet-tha t is, these figures represent the extremes 
of t he sha llowest and t h e deepest wells. The flow of t he 
wells varies from roo to r , r oo gallons per minute . The fi rst 
well tha t was brought in on t h e King R a nch flowed 25 0 gallons 
p er minute, and has never dimini shed. The ex pense of boring 
t he wells is a dolla r a foot , and t he casing cost s ha lf as much 
m ore . The cost of t he wells, therefore, varies from $1,000 to 
$r ,600 approx imately for a six-inch well. 

Building the Railroad. 

R ealizing t ha t a r tesia n water in such abunda n t q uantities 
meant t hat t he fert ile soil of tha t region could be utili zed fo r t he 
p roduction of a mul t itude of crops a t immen se profit , Mr. Rober t 
J . Kleb erg , the m anager of the Santa Gert rudis R a nch, began 
to pla n fo r the productio n of su ch crops. But first of all were 
needed t ransportation facilities to get t he produce to market 
aft er it was ra ised . Wit hou t m eans of swift transpor tatio n to 
paying m arket s, crops of veget a bles would b e valueless, no 
m att er h ow prolific. The r egion in which these crop s ,rnre 
possible varie :l from fift een to a hundred and fifty miles from 
a railroad . Mr . Kleberg interested Mr. B. F . Yoakum, who is 
a na tive of Texas a nd wh o h ad att ained much p rominence 
as a railroad builder, in the proj ect of giv ing a railroad to 
the Gulf Coast country. Mr. K enedy joined with them, wit h 
the resul t t ha t t he St. Lo uis, Brownsville & Mexico R a ilway 
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was built . On July . ., 1 904, t h e fi rst train ra n over the line 
from Corp us Christi t o Brow nsville . Then t he road was pu sh ed 
o n nor t h up the Gulf Coa st to R efugio , t hen t o Bay City, a nd 
by t he time this book reaches its readers the road w ill be op er­
ating its t rains into Ga lvest on and H ouston . 

But t his was not a ll. The building of a railroad in to the 
lower Rio Grande Valley made possible th e d evelopment of 
agricult ure in t hat region . The planta tions a long t he banks 
of the river had p roven the feasibility of irrigating w ith wat er 
taken from t h e Rio Grande, bu t before the coming of t h e ra il road 
t here was only th e market furni shed b y Brown sville a nd m inor 
towns in the valley, which was insuffic ient to suppor t much of 
a n agricult ural industry, part icula rly wh en th e returns per acre 
,Yere so p rolific as th ey a re in th e fertile soil along t h e Rio Grande. 

The belt of a lluvia l soil p rod uced by t he overflow from 
t he river , extends from ten to for ty m iles back from the river 
banks, a nd can be irrigated by raising t he water from t he 
river w it h pumps, and allowing gravitation to do t he rest. 

Down by the Rio Grande. 

One of t he m ost successful pla n ters on t he Rio Grande is 
Mr. J ohn Closner , who owns six t h ousand acres near Hidalgo, 
fifty or sixty m iles above B rownsville. Notwit hstanding t he 
limited markets which were available before th e coming of t he 
railroad, Mr. Closner h as m ade a n immense success of agriculture. 
Sugar , a lfalfa, cotton, corn , bana nas and t ruck crops h ave been 
grown by him. 

About ten years ago Mr. Closner secured enough Louisia na 
su gar cane to pl a n t ten acres as a n experimen t . As a resul t 
of t he experimen t h e now has in 300 acres of cane, he operates 

The " Silvery Rio Grande." 
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A South Texas Oat Field-February. 

a six-roller sugar mill with a capacity of 2 50 tons every twenty­
four hours, and in 1905 h e turned out 350,000 pounds of sugar 
from less than two hundred acres. This year he expects to 
nearly double that output. 

Mr. Closner has proved a number of things concerning the 
production of sugar in the Rio Grande Valley. One is that the 
soil, fe r t ilized as it is with the sil t with which the waters of 
the Rio Grande a re laden, produces from 35 to 40 tons of cane 
to the acre, while in most other sugar-raising sections in the 
United States, 20 tons is considered a good yield, and constant 
ferti lization is necessary to secure that. In addition, Rio 
Grande cane yields considerably more sugar to the ton . 

In other sugar-growing regions of the United States it is 
necessary to replant t h e cane every three or four years, while 
in the Rio Grande Valley it is not necessary to replant under 
eight or nine years. I t does not require a wise man to see that 
the Rio Grande Valley has tremendous advantages over every 
other section of the country in the production of sugar. 

Of alfalfa Mr. Closner has several hundred acres, from which 
he cuts a crop every thirty or forty days during almost the 
entire year. In other words, he gets from eight to ten crops a 
year , while Northern farmers are well pleased with four . In 
the Rio Grande Valley several crops are cut within six months 
after the alfalfa is planted, while the Northern farmer is satisfied 
if he gets a good stand the first year. Mr. Closner cuts from a 
ton to a ton and a half per acre at each cutting, and he has 
a lways found a ready market for it at from ten to twelve dollars 
a ton. 

From thirty-three acres of Bermuda onions Mr Closner last 
year shipped t hirty-five carloads of as fine onions as were ever 
grown. This crop alone netted him $15,000. 

T wo crops of corn can be grown on the same land each year 
along the Rio Grande. In fact on the Closner plantation t hree 
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crops have matured in fourteen months; but three crops cannot, 
of course, be depended on as a regular thing. Rice, cotton 
and numerous other crops can be grown just as successfully. 

Other planters along the Rio Grande have had just as 
remarkable success as has Mr. Closner, and it is little wonder, 
therefore, that when the b uilding of the railroad promised 
transportation facilities which ,vould make it possible to have 
more than a local market, there should be a demand that more 
la nd be made available for irrigation. It is necessary to raise 
the water from fifteen to twenty-five feet by pumping it from 
the river. The pumping plant on the Closner plantation raises 
the water eighteen feet and has a capacity of 10,000 gallons a 
minute. 

Few individuals can afford to p ut in a pumping plant and 
carry water any great distance, and for that reason a number of 
companies have been organized to place extensive a reas under 
irrigation . Some of these projects are already completed and 

P each Trees like the Soil. 
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t heir la nds p laced on t he market; others a re u nd er construction 
at t his writing and still others a re p lanned. These will irrigate 
a la rge amount of valuable la nd, a nd at no d istan t day the 
lower Rio Grande Va lley " ·ill p roduce a t rem endous tonnage 
of t he most valuable crops. 

A branch of the St. Loui s, Brown sville & Mexico R ailway 
has been built up t he Rio Grande from H a rlingen to F ordyce, 
a point seventy-five miles above Bro\\"nsvilJe. This branch is 
b uil t severa l mil es back from t he river, ma king it convenient of 
access to t he a lluvia l terri to ry a long its en t ire length . 

A Street in Co rpus Christi. 

The Con1ing of the Settler . 

With t he opening of t he ra ilroad a long t he Gulf Coast, to\\·n s 
naturalJy began to spring u p as market p laces fo r produce, 
a nd h om eseekers began t o flock in to take advantage of t he great 
o pport uni t ies offered to secure extremely profitable fa rms. 
The o ld to\\"ns, Corpu s Christi and B ro\\·n sville, have fe lt t he 
t remendou s impetu s of the new development . In t he a rtesia n 
belt Kingsvitle, forty miles sout h west of Corpus Christi , has 
taken t he lead , not because t he land around it is any better 
tha n in other localities, but b ecause m ore att ention has been 
a t t racted to it. ·within eighteen m onths from the time it was 
s t a rted , Kingsville was the center of a progressive communi t y 
w hich ships severa l hundred carloads of produce annua lly. 
There is none of t he roughness about KingsvilJe that is usually 
a ppa ren t in new towns. There a re no rough ''shacks" in t he 
town, but t he homes a re well-buil t cott ages. In clearing t he 
l a nd m esquite t rees have b een left here a nd t h ere for shade , a nd 
s ma ll pa rks have iilready been star ted . 

Before it \Yas a y ear old Kingsville had a water works system , 
carrying in its ma ins t he purest of water-artesia n ; a hotel 
which is acknowledged t o be the best south of Sa n Antonio; 
a n ice plant ; a fi re d epa r t m ent; t wo newspa pers, several first-
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class mercantile establishments , schools and churches , a nd a 
population of twelve hundred people. The shops and general 
offices of the St. Louis, Brownsville & Mexico RaihYay a re a lso 
located at Kingsville. 

Other towns in the artesian belt which will become important 
centers of trade a re Robstown, Sarito, K atherine and Ray­
mondville; with Driscoll , Julia, Caesar, Richard, Spohn, Mifflin, 
Turcotte, Norias, Rudolph, Yturria, and Lyford scattered along 
between. 

In the Rio Grande Valley are Olmito, nine miles north of 
Brownsville , a nd H arlingen , wh ere the F ordyce brancli of the 
Gulf Coast Line starts up the Rio Grande Valley, both growing 
towns; while Lonsboro, Donna, MacAllen and Fordyce will 
become places of importance on t he branch. Minor towns in 
the valley are Sebastian, Combes, Bessie, and Barreda, on the 
m ain line, and Tiocano, Ebenezer, Mamie and Closner on the 
Fordyce Branch. Six miles south of MacA!len, on the river 
bank, is Hidalgo, the county seat of the county of the same 
name. It is a place of considerable importance, and is con­
nected with the railroad by a stage line running daily to Mac­
Allen . 

New U. S. Postoffice , Brownsville. 
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' What the Land Is Like 
" The party was particularly impressed with the 

richness of the soil and its uniform quality, in 
some cases running to a depth of over twenty feet." 

-Extract from diary of recent investigating party. 

South T exas is not a prairie country in the sense that Western 
Kansas and Nebraska, or Oklahoma, or the Dakotas are. Most 
of it has to be cleared. There was on ce a time when it was 
open prairie, but during the past twenty-five years mesquite 
and other trees and shrubs have spread over the broad T exas 
plains. The early settlers in Southern and Central T exas found 
it as open as a ny la nd in the West. But when the cattle came 
across from Mexico a half century ago, the old settlers say t hey 
brought the seed of the mesquite with them. It was years in 
getting started, but it has spread until it is now found through­
out Southern and Central Texas, and as fa r north as the Red 
River . So rapid has been this sprea d over the fertile plains 
that as late as fifteen years ago there were open prairies where 
n ow is a dense growth of wood. Some ebony, hackberry, 
palmetto and other trees grow with the mesquite. The latter 
prevails, however . 

The mesquite grows to a h eight of from t wenty to forty 
feet, with low-hanging branches and foliage resembling the wil­
low. From a distance much of the partially-open, uncleared 
land in South Texas resembles a n old apple orchard. In some 
locali t ies, however, the vegetation is so thick that a horseman 
wo uld have difficulty in riding through it. 

The Wood Growth Is of Value. 

But this growth of wood is not as great a h ardship as might 
seem on first t hought. During these recent years the mesquite 
a nd oth<,r trees have been covering the already fertile prairie 
land with a thick layer of humus, storing up in the soil those 
qualities so much sought by the experienced farmer, in addition 
to what already existed in the rich prairie la nd. The wood is 
valuable, too, fo r fence posts and fuel, and it often happens 
that the cost of clearing la nd is m ore than offset by the value 
of the wood secured from it. Wood, for instance, is worth two 
to three dollars a cord in Kingsville. Labor is exceedingly 
cheap, and the cost of clearing the land is not great. All the 
Mex ican labor that is desired can be had at from 37½ to 50 cents 
a day in American money, which is double that amount in Mexi­
can currency. 

There is some la nd on which the trees a re scattered a nd which 
can be cleared with no great amount of trouble. Most land, 
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however, n ecessitates grubbing, a nd that wh ere t h e trees a re 
la rgest a nd stand the t hickest will pay t he most towards clearing 
itself. In some instances it w ill pay a profit over a nd above t he 
expense of clearing. 

The surface of t he country is level or slight ly rolling, with an 
occasio na l a rroyo or ravine to give drainage. Near t he coast 
the la nd rises abruptly to from t hirty to fifty feet above t he 
water . In som e places the b luff extends right to the water 's 
edge. From the coast it ri ses gently to a n elevation of a 
hundred feet or m ore seventy-five miles inland . 

The soil varies greatly in its composition , but it is all rich . 
Along the Nueces it is b lack a nd h eavy. Further south it 
becomes ligh ter and more sandy, un til midway between the two 
rivers it becomes distinctly sandy. Then t he percentage of 
sand decreases until the land is black and waxy again at R ay­
mondville, and t hen com es the deep alluvial soi l of the Rio 
Grande Va lley, grayish-black and of great richness, mixed 
w it h sufficient sand and shell to render it porous and ea~ily 
cult ivated. 

The depth of t he soil varies from eigh teen inch es to twenty 
feet or more. In most places the depth is so great that t he 
subsoil is a matter of li ttle moment. 

Each of t he many varieties of soil is Pxcellent fo r certa in 
crops. In som e p laces one crop flourishes best, a nd in anoth er 
neighborhood some other crop may surpass it. In the v icini ty 
of Sarita, fo r instance, the sandy soi l i s remarkably well adapted 
for cantaloupes and olives, neither of which might do as well 
as some other crops and fruits in t he heavier , blacker soil s. 

The Third Crop this year: Beans, Onions, then Corn­
Cotton Next! R aymondv ille. 

.1 

I 
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Crops and Their Returns 

' ' T hewonderficl diversity of crops to which the soil 
and climate are adapted, makes possible the rais­
ing of nearly all kinds of tropical frui ts practically 
all of the V egetables, and at the same time growing 
the great staples-Corn, Sugar, Alfalfa,R iceand 
Cotton.'' 

- Extract from diary of recent .investigating p:l rty. 

The real t est of a region is its products and t h eir prices. 
No matter what its climate a nd other advantages may be, if 
it will not afford its inhabita nts a liv ing there can be no inhabi­
tants-unless they a re rich enough to draw their support from 
other sources. So the importa n t question with practically all 
homeseekers is, " Wh a t will the land do?" H ere is w hat it 
will do in some known instances in South T exas. 

Corn. 

Corn is a. staple Texas crop . T exas is one of t h e great corn­
producing states of the nation. But in Sou t h T exas corn is 
twice staple; that is, two crops a re easi ly grown eacli year. 
H ow does t hat strike the Iowa farmer , whose corn is som etim es 
caught by early frosts before it is thoroughly matured. What 
would t he Illinois farmer think of getting two big crop s of corn 
off hi s land every summer , instead of one? 

That is w hat can be done in South T exas. Corn makes from 
forty to seven ty bushels per acre wit h very little irrigation. 
At R aymondvi lle t his spring a fiel d of corn att a ined a h eight 
of eight feet \,Vithou t rain or irrigation , simply from the moisture 
t hat was stored in the soil. After that it r eq uired irrigating. 
I~ South T exat the ears a re setting on the stalks w hen the 
Iowa farmer is plan1 ing his crop. " Roasting ears" a re in the 
market in that region in the early spring, as well as in the late 
fall , a nd at Christmastide. 

Cotton. 

Another Texas staple is cotton , and it does exceedingly 
well in t he extreme south. I t is exceptiona lly poor land, in 
fact, that will not p roduce a bale to the acre , and , with irriga­
tion , it will do much better t ha n that. Irriga t ed cotton has 
been known to produce over eight hundred bolls on a single 
plant. Along t he Nueces a nd furt her north it is possible to 
raise both cotton and corn withou t irrigation; but neither is 
as certain, of course, as where irrigation is practiced. 
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Alf"alf"a. 

The writer of these lines, having lived in Kansas for years, 
has always highly praised alfalfa as a money-producer, but he 
confesses that he knew little of its possibilities until he visited 
South Texas. The Kansas or Nebraska farmer, who is satis­
fied with three or four cuttings a year from his alfalfa field, 
will with difficulty believe even the conservative facts about 
alfalfa in the Gulf Coast and Rio Grande region. 

The Northern farmer works industriously the first . year 
securing a good stand of this crop. Often he fails, and has to 
sow some of it over the second year. The South Texas farmer 
harvests seven or eight cuttings from his alfalfa the first year. 
Mr. S . M. Tracy, a special agent of the United States Depart­
ment of Agriculture for grass and forage plant investigations, 
writes that he saw a field of alfalfa in the Rio Grande Valley 
that was seeded April 7, 1904, and on April 5, 1905, it had 
yielded its eighth cutting. It is not unusual to get three or four 
crops within six months after the seed is in the ground. These are 
hard things for the Northern farmer to believe, but they are facts. 

The yield runs from a ton to a ton and a half per acre at 
each cutting. As high as ten cuttings a year are sometimes made 
from mature alfalfa. It is not unusual to cut a ton from an 
acre every thirty days during a greater part of the year, and 
sometimes this yield will run considerably more. 

Alfalfa finds a ready market at from ten to twelve dollars 
a ton. Growers estimate the total cost of producing it in the 
Rio Grande Valley at four dollars per ton, which includes the 
cost of irrigation and of baling. This leaves a net profit of at 
least six dollars a ton, and with a yield of from ten to fifteen 
tons per acre each year, the net returns from alfalfa culture 
can be easily calculated. 

Cotton, Corn in Background, near Harlingen. 



32 THE GULF COAST OF TEXAS 

A Februa ry Onion- note I ts Size. 

Sugar Cane. 

As has already been stated in t hese pages, there appears 
to be little doubt t h at ·within a very few years t he lower Rio 
Grande Valley will be "th e sugar bowl of the nation." Sugar 
cane from this region was awarded the gold medal at t he St. 
Louis E xposition, in competition with Cuba and H avana 
products. 

Nowh ere else on the American continen t can sugar be pro­
duced in such abundance from the sam e acreage as on the irri­
gated plantations a long t he Rio Grande. It has passed far 
beyond the experimental stage, for a sugar mill has been in 
operation on t he Brulay plantation , near .Erown sville , for abou t 
thirty years, a nd another and la rger one was installed six years 
ago on the Closner plantation at Hida lgo, six ty miles above 
Brownsville. These mills have found a market fo r t heir total 
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product locally , but owing to the lack of transportation facili­
ties, the industry has grown litt le beyond t he local demand. 
But now t ha t t he Gulf Coast Line fu rnishes a n outlet to the 
m a rkets of the enti re country, the sugar industry along the 
Rio Grande will necessarily become one of g reat impor tance. 
T he United States now imports nearly a ll of its ·sugar, so thnt 
the domestic demand will furnish a strong market for the 
product. 

Sugar cane, as is generally known , is grown by planting tl1e 
stalks them selves in furro ws, bu t this does not have to be done 
every year. In Louisiana and other sugar-gro"·ing regions of 
t he U nited States, one planting will grow profitable cane for 
t hree or four season s. But in the Rio Grande Valley a single 
plant ing w ill last for eight o r ten years. This a lone is an ex­
tremely important item. 

Another item , still more important, is that Rio Grande 
cane contains abou t thirty per cent more suga r t han t hat of 
other localities. It was this fact t hat \YOn the gold medal at 
the St. Louis E xposition fo r cane from t he Closner plantation. 

Added to both of t h ese important items is the fact that 
the y ield of cane a long t he Rio Grande is from thi rty-five to 
fo rty tons per acre, or from twenty-five to forty per cent more 
t han most other sugar-producing locali t ies of the United States. 

And a fourth important item is that the waters of t he Rio 
Grande, t hat a re used for irrigation , a re so rich in silt that t hey 
act as a natural fe r t ilizer , making other fert ilizers unnecessary; 
while elsewh ere t he fe rtilization of suga r lands is an absolute 
necessity if t hey a re to be kept productive. The Brulay 
plantation, near Brownsville, has been cultivated fo r thirty­
six years withou t t he u se of a particle of applied ferti lizer, 
a nd last year t he y ield of sugar "·as n early 2,500 pounds per 
acre, and it sold at an average of five and a q ua rte r cents at 
Brownsville. The ferti lization a ll came from the sil t in the 
waters of t he Rio Grande. 

'\Vith t hese advantages over other sugar-grow ing sections 
of t he United States, a nd with th e total domestic production 
of suga r only a very small part of t he demand , it is not unrea­
sonable to suppose that t he lower R io Grande Valley is bound 
to become c\ great sugar-producing region , w here the industry 
will pay t remendou s returns on t he investment. 

Cabbage. 

The grea t est cabbage-growing region in America, if not in 
the world , is t ha t around Corpus Christi. It is a common sight 
to see great loads of cabbage hauled t o market there, just as 
wh eat is h auled to the elevators in K a nsas and th e Dakotas. 
Last year cabbages netted t he t ruck-growers in t he v icinity of 
Corpus Christi over $roo,ooo. I t is a crop t hat can b e grown 
at all seasons of the year , and big profits are made by growing 
it for marketing in J a nua ry and F ebruary. It nets the grower 
from one hundred to five hundred dolla rs a n acre, according t o 
the season of t he year and t he yield. 
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There is a field of eleven acres near Corpus Christi that has 
been used for growing cabbages for ten years, and not oncf' has 
it netted the owner Jess than $r,roo on each crop. 

Not only around Corpus Christi, but all along the Gulf Coast 
Line, cabbages are a n exceedingly profitable crop when rightly 
hand,ed. 

Rice. 

Another staple that will yield two crops from the same land 
in a single season is rice. It has been raised with success for 
a number of years. An average yield is twelve barrels per acre 
for the fi rst crop, and a little Jess than that for the second crop 
each year, but often the yield is larger. Under favorable con­
ditions twenty-six barrels per acre have been grown in the two 
crops, selling for $3.50 per barrel. The second crop a lone, 
usually pays the expense of cultivation for the entire year, 
leavin g the first, or larger crop, as clear profit. Nowhere else 
in the United States, it is said , is it possible to raise hvo crops 
of rice each year on the same land. 

A Cabbage Patch, March, 1906, Kingsville. 
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Rice is a wealth-producer, and it adds to the diversity of the 
staple crops that can be profitably grown in the Gulf Coast 
country. 

Bermuda Onions. 

A very popular truck crop is the Bermuda onion. Returns 
from it a re phenomenal. William J ohnson, a Kingsville farmer, 
harvested a carload of onions this spring from approximately 
an acre of ground. His returns from the car, after the freight 
and commission charges were paid, amounted to 627. This 
from land t hat less than two years ago was covered with mes­
quite. 

Mr. George Hoffman, another farmer of the same locality, 
harvested 24,000 pounds of onions from one acre, which h e sold 
for 2½ cents a pound on board the cars at Kingsville, bringing 
him $600 from the one acre. 

Down on t he Rio Grande, a grower harvested thirty-five 
cars of onions from thirty-three acres, and the crop netted him 
about $15,000. 

These are, of course, abov" the average, but they a re in­
stances tl1at are quite common. An average yield of onions 
1s 15 ,coo pounds per acre. The price, too, depends somewhat on 
the time of the year and the · handling of the crop. While it 
was 2½ cents a pound early in the season, it came down to a cent 
and a half two months later, which is about an average price. 
But even at this rate, an acre of 15,000 pounds will net $225. 

Potatoes. 

Potatoes a re such a common crop all over the country that 
it may be thought it is not a profitable one in a region where 
-other rarer crops can be grown to great advantage. But the 
Teverse is true. 

The first carload of potatoes shipped out of Texas to the 
1orth in the spring of 1905 were on the market just three weeks 

.ahead of any other potatoes. They were "new" potatoes, and 
-everyone knows what large returns are received for the first 
"new" potatoes on the market. That first shipment, which 
went from Rayviondville on April 2 7, brought fabulous prices. 
Those three weeks mean wealth for South Texas potato growers. 
A Sarita truck farmer this spring sold new potatoes on the 
Eastern market fo r $3.30 a bushel. 

The Gulf Coast country can dispose of a big crop of new 
-potatoes before any others a re on the market, and they will 
therefore bring the h ighest prices. This is simply one of the 
many illustrations of the advantages which the climate of South 
Texas gives the farmers of that region over those of other 
1ocali t ies. 

Cantaloupes. 

The same conditions that have made the Rocky Ford canta­
loupe of Colorado famous throughout the United States, prevail 
:in the Gulf Coast region. There is the same dry atmosphere, 



THE Gl..,'LF COAST OF TEXAS 

l 
ui 
rn 
X 
<!) 

j E--t 

1 

.c .., 
::! 
0 

(/J 

,i .., 
·.:: 
rn 

(/J 
.., 
rn 
<!) 

c 
J. 
.c 
C) .., 
rn 

::;g 
c 

'" <!) 

0 .., 
rn .., 
0 

p.. 

3: 

l 
Q) 

z 

THE GULF COAST OF TEXAS 37 

a llowing irrigation at the proper time for the crop and pre­
venting rain at a time \\·hen it would injure the melons. There 
is the same abundant sunshine that gives the fine flavor to the 
fruit. And the sandy soils midway between t he Nueces and the 
Rio Grande are particula rly adapted to raising cantaloupes. 

Mr. Fred W anen, of Kingsville, last year raised a crop of 
cantaloupes that was marketed six weeks ahead of the Rocky 
Fords. The vines were then plowed under and the land left 
idle during the summer. Vlh en Mr. ·warren went to prepare 
it in September for a crop of mid-winter vegetables he found 
another fii:ie crop of cantaloupes in the field. They had grown 
from the seed plo,"ed under. 

South Texas has the same advantage in marketing canta­
loupes that it has in other crops. It can place them on the 
market the first of May, from six to eigh t weeks a h ead of the 
Rocky Ford growers, thereby commanding f~ncy prices for 
this fine fruit. 

To:rnatoes. 

Mid-winter tomatoes a re another delicacy t hat South Texas 
can furni sh the rest of the country in abundance. They can be 
raised not only for the holiday market, but t h ey can be shipped 
during January and much of February. This is a crop to "·hich 
not as much attention has been given as might have been done 
profitably. Growers realize from $200 to 400 per acre from 
tomatoes, and they a re easily grown. 

Cucu:rnbers. 

One of the most prolific crops is cucumbers. Large ship­
ments a re made a ll during the spring to the Northern markets, 
and they bring excellent prices. A Sarita grower realized $1 .So 
a dozen on shipments sent to D enver early this season. In 
the Rio Grande Vailey cucumber growers made from $100 to 
$150 an acre th is spring. Last winter they contracted their 
entire crop at fifty cents a bushel delivered at the station, 
the purchaser standing the expense of crating and loading. 
Seed planted on February 12 yielded cucumbers on April 10, 

far earliEµ· t han any other portion of the country. The pur­
chaser a lso made a . big profit on t hese cucumbers, as they were 
bringing $3.00 a bushel in the Eastern market well along in 
May. 

Other Vegetables. 

Not only the ones enumerated heretofore, but practically 
every other variety of vegetables can be produced in abundance 
along the Gulf Coast in South T exas. String beans are boxed 
and shipped North in the early spring at a good profit. · A Kings­
ville truck-grower realized a net profit of $320 per acre from a 
crop of common carrots this spring. Beets grow prolificly and 
bring high prices when shipped with the tops on in the spring. 
Last year a truck-grower cleared a n ac re of land of the tree 
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and shrubs growing on it and p lanted it to potatoes on t he fi rst 
day of March. By the m iddle of the year, only four month s 
later , h e had not only sold h s potato crop at a profit of $r20, but 
he had also raised a crop of watermelons on the same ground that 
brou ght him $160. A gentleman by the name of La ndrum last 
fall purchased a little less than five acres of land near Olrnito, 
fo r which he paid fifty doll a rs an acre. H e planted lettuce on 
o ne and a half acres of it , and by spring the lettuce had not 
only paid for the entire purchase, bLit it had given Mr. Landrum 
a surplus besides. 

From one-fourth of an acre of cauliflower near Bro\\·nsvill e 
was ha rvested a crop that brought $22 5 on the St. Lou is market. 

" R oasting ears " can be gro,Yn in abundance fo r the Chri st­
mas market, as has already been stated, a nd radishes a nd other 
vegetables can be kept on the market most of the w inter , as 
well as the rest of the year, if desired. S,Yeet potatoes, aspar­
agus, celery, peas, turnips-in fact, p ractically every vegetable 
crop-can be grown in abundance. I t is doubt ful if there is 
another region in the United States t hat will profitably grow 
such a great diversity of crops as South T exas. 

Crowd t h em in and Nail the Lid! 

Fruits. 

South Texas is too " new" to tell from actua l expe1ience a nd 
performan~e t h e fu ll extent of its resources in t h e production 
of fruit. The fruit t hat has been grown t hus far has been on 
t he ranches a nd plantations incidental to other matters, a nd 
no special efforts have been made along this line. 

Sufficient has happened-" happened " is the proper word in 
this connection , because t he fruit production thus far has been 
as stated, quite incidental to the production of crops on the 
farms and p lantations, a nd of live stock on t he ranches-

THE GUL F COAST OF TEXAS 

Sicilian Lemons in South T exas. 

sufficient has happened , hO\Yever, to demonstrate something ot 
what South T exas can do in the ,Yay of fruit-gro,Ying. 

On the Kenedy ranch n ear Sarita are some lemon trees t hat 
grew voluntarily from seed thro,vn out from lemons u sed on t he 
table. Mr. Kenedy made a display of lemons from these t rees 
at t h e St. Louis Exposition, and t hey were given the highest 
rating. Oranges and other like fruits are a lso successfully 
grown , b ut as the subj ect of cit ru s fruits in South Texas is 
t reated elsewhere in t h ese pages it ,Yi ll not l::e d ,Yelt upon ·here. 

On t he Brulay plantation near Bro,Ynsville grapes have been 
grown fo r many years. They require comparatively li ttle care 
and y ield abundantly. Mr. Brulay says he has never seen an 
insect or a sign of a disease injurious to t he grape in t he Rio 
Grande region . H e a lso says that no cultural attent ion has 
been given his v ineyard, b ut so easily is the grape grown that 
he proposes to go into t h e business more extensively. 

The p laintahl , or fig banana, is a nother fruit that is produced 
with little expense. From a two-acre patch near Hidalgo 
Mr. J ohn Closner has sold the crop of a single mason fo r $500, 
and there was a lmost no cost en tailed in its production. From 
a q ua rter of a n acre planted to bananas on the Brulay planta­
t ion over $150 net is frequently made in a year . 

Figs, dates and pineapples can a lso be grown to advantage 
in South Texas. Strawberries can be raised not only for the 
earliest spring market, w h en fancy p rices are easily secured, 
b u t some varieties can be raised and marketed in m id-winter 
when epicures a re wiJJing to pay fabulous amounts for such 
delicacies. 

Localities w here the soil is sandy a re especia lly adapted 
to the growth of the olive, and there is no r eason why olive 
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Fig Trees, near Brownsville. 

groves should not become common in South Texas. They are 
easily grown; there is a great demand for them in the United 
States, and already a considerable number of trees have been 
set out in the Gulf Coast country. 

Within the past two years, since farmers from other parts 
of the country have begun to settle in that region, peach and 
other orchards have been started and are doing extremely 
well. 

Li ttle attention \Yas paid to horticulture as a commercial 
proposition in the region now traversed by the Gulf Coast Line 
prior to the building of that road because of the Jack of trans­
portation facilities. Most fruits require speedy transporta­
tion to market, and that has now been afforded by the building 
of the St. Louis, BrmYnsville & Mexico Raih,ay, ar:d its con­
nections through t he Rock I sland-Frisco lines with all parts 
of the Nort,h, East and West. 

Live Stock. 

In this connection attention might be called to the ease 
with which Jive stock is cared for in South Texas. For half a 
century cattle ha vc been the chief source of income, and they 
will continue to be so on the great ranches for some time to 
come, or until there is a demand for the millions of acres of 
ranch land for agricultural purposes. 

I t is a sound economic principle that the raising and fat­
tening of stock should accompany crop-production to get the 
best and most lasting results for the farmer, and nowhere can 
this be done more advantageously than in the Gulf Coast country. 
In the corn belt of the North, the farmers make their greatest 
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profits by raising corn and turning it into beef o r pork. Corn 

a nd forage crops can be raised advan tageously in South Texas 

during t he summer m onths when t here is the least d em and fo r 

vegetables, a nd the same land can be u t ilized during the winter 

a nd early spring for the production of t he money-making vege­
table crops. 

But the great item about live stock raising in South Texas 

is the fact t ha t cattle, ho rses and a ll other stock can· live in t he 

open the year aro und. No shelter is needed for them in J a nuary 

and Februa ry any more than i t is in April in the North. On 

the great ranches the cattle and fine horses never see the inside 

of a barn or a shed, a nd they scarcely kno\\· the·taste of grain, 
y et they a re always fat a nd sleek. 

Th Kansas fa rmer has paid off many a mortgage by pas­

ttiring hogs on a lfalfa, fattening them for the m a rket on it. In 

South T exas a lfa lfa grows during the entire year, so that hogs 

can be pastured on it continuously. 
In th e Gulf Coast country the fa rmer can do everything with 

live stock that the Northern fa rmer can do, and m ore, and in ad­

dition h e can u se his corn a nd fo rage land in winter fo r the 
wealth-producing vegetable crops. 

Some H eavy-weight Turnips from South T exas. 
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Is South Texas a Citrus 
Region? 

uccessf ul orange cult11re i11 South T exas is 
m erely a q11estion of the selection and grafting of 
the proper varieties. The proximity to eastern 
markets is a most important co11sideratio11 . 
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Mention has been made in the fo regoing pages of t he exhibit 

of lemons from the K enedy Rane!, near Sarita, made at the 

Louisiana Purchase Exposition at St. Louis, \\·hich "·as a,Yarded 

the gold m edal over simila r exhibits. 
The exhibit made at St. Louis from these trees by l\lr. 

K enedy so attracted the a ttention of t he California Commissioner 

o f Horticulture that he made a v isit to th e K enedy ranch in 

o rder to personally inspect the soil and climatic condi tions of 

the Gulf Coast country relative to the production of citru s fru its. 

Among other things h e said : 
"The lemo ns produced on Mr. K enedy 's Ranch are higher in 

c it ric acid than a ny lemons I eyer kne\\", and this is th e true test 

of the lemon's commercia l value. Another noteworthy char­

acteristic is th e unusual leathery quality a nd t hinness of the 

skin, so desirable in shipping to distant m a rkets. I n Cali fo rnia 

"·e can only approach this very desirable q ua li ty by means of a 

prolonged curing process. South Texas is certainly a second 

California." 
The Bureau of Pomo logy of the United Sta t es D epartment 

of Agriculture a lso passed on lemons from the K enedy R a nch in 

much the sam e commenda tory term s, so t hat there can be no 

doubt as to the high qua lity of lemons produced in South Texas. 
Oranges, gra pe fruit , limes, a nd other frui ts of th e citrus 

fami ly have also been grown simply as experiments, so that 

cit ru s cultute as a commercia l success depends o n the confidence 

that can be placed in t h e climate. 
The writer of these lines confesses t hat he was exceedingly 

skeptical concerning the statem ent that the Gulf Coast country 

would be a second California, but an invest igation into condi­

tions convinced him of t he great possibilities of that regio n for 

t he production of oranges and kindred fruits for the early, or 

fa ll , market. 

Proof by Experiment. 

In order to aid in the developm nt of the Gulf Coast regio n 

a nd the Lower Rio Grande Va lle~,, the management of t he St. 

Louis, Brownsville & Mexico R a ih\·ay secured the serv ices of 

Mr. H. C. Stiles, a horticultu ral a nd irrigation expert , to direct 
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Oranges in a Corpus Christi Y ard . 

and conduct experimen ts in t h e Sou th T exas region , a nd for the 
past t wo years Mr. Stiles h4s b een making a study of t he Gulf 
Coast country and its resources and possibilit ies. Mr. Stiles 
has behind him nearly twent y years ·of experience in hor t icul­
tural and irrigation work in Califo rnia, having served as a d eputy 
commissioner of hor t icult ure in that state, and being acquainted 
wit h t he condit ions of every region in it, he knows t he citrus 

industry t horoughly . 
I t is t he belief of Mr. St iles t ha t while South Texas will not 

compete with Califo rnia in t h e production of oranges from F eb­
rua ry on t h rough t h e late winter , spring a nd summer, it can 
p rod uce W ashington navels t hat can be marketed from six t o 
t en weeks in advance of t he bulk of t he Califo rnia crop , in t he 
fall and early winter , at a t ime when good oranges a re b ringing 
exceedingly fancy p rices; a t a t ime, in fact, wh en even the not 
fully matured Califo rnia product is giving returns of from $500 

to Sr ,ooo per acre, in spite of the long haul to market necessary 
over two o r three mountain ra nges. 

Successful orange cult u re in Sout h T exas is merely a question 
of t h e selection and grafting of t he proper varieties. The only 
d a nger to citrus cult ure in that region comes from possible frosts 
in February. These frosts d o not a lways come, bu t t here is 
danger of occasional damage to the gro,Ying fruit from t hem, the 
same as there is in Florida. 

Mr. Stiles' idea is to secure a t ree by selection and grafting 
that will not only be impervious to a ll frosts, but one that will 
yield its fruit in time to be m arketed from October to J anuary, 
when t here a re a lmost no oranges on t he market from other sec­
t ion s. I n California that grower is exceedingly fo rt unate wh o 
can market any oranges fo r t he holiday trade , and t he bulk of 
the fruit does not begin to move t ill Februa ry . If t here is a glut 
of t he m a rket at a ll , and consequent low p rices, it com es during 
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F ebrua ry a nd March . These a re t he famous n avel oranges. 
Later, Ca lifo rnia ma rket s its St. Michaels, Va lencias a nd other 
spring and summer oranges. wit h which Sou t h T exas does not 
a t this time expect t o compete . 

The Texas Orange. 

After m aking a thorough study of t he climatic an :! soil con­
dit ion s of the Gulf Coast region , Mr. Stiles has ad op ted t he J apa­
nese orange as the stock wit h which to commence. The J apa­
n ese orange is a n extremely hardy variety t ha t can stand a low 
degree of t empera ture. These t rees will a lso remain part ia lly 
dorma nt for a m onth or t wo during t he la tt er pa rt of the winter. 
The same sort of advantages a nd safegua rd s can be secured 
fo r lemons, grape frui t a nd simila r citrus products. 

One hundred a nd fi fty o ra nge trees se t ou t by Mr. Stiles a t 
R a ymondv ille t hi s spring sent out shoots six inches long wi t hin 
ten day s after they were pla nted, so well was t he soil a nd other 
conditions adapted to them. At Kingsville a lso Mr. Stiles is 
experimenting with a number of varieties of cit rus trees , a nd 
t hey are doing remarkably well . 

Good California orange a nd lemon groves a re wo rt h from 
$1 ,ooo an acre up, and r etur11 sati sfactory profits on t hose va lues 
There seems t o be no good reason why the la nd that is now be­
ing placed on the market in the Gulf Coast region a t from $ 20 

to $ 30 a n acre, should no t be worth just as m uch o r more when 
it is transformed into orange a nd lemon groves a few years 
hence, as is simila r Califo rnia property. · 

Peach Trees , 14 Months Old- -Will bear nex t Y ear. 
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THE GULF COAST OF TEXAS 

The ltnportant Question of 
Markets 

The railroad facili ties of the Gulf Coast Co1t11try 
ii:ill place its products in the markets ahead of 
e·very other section of the country. A gain in time 
and a savi11g in freight rates. 

49 

One of the chief probl em s in a ny business is to sell the product 

at a good profit. How great t he product may be makes littl e 

difference unless it can be advantageously sold- in fact if it is 

sold at a loss, the greater the product the greater the loss. 

In agricul t ure a nd the iive stock industry the fa rmer u sua lly 

has to take what is offered him . He ha ul s hi s products to t h e 

local m a rket a nd sell s them for whatever som e d ealer chooses to 

give him . H e has little to saj, about what the price shall be. 

The truck a nd frui t grower formerly had to consign his prod­

ucts to some commission man at a distance, a nd unless he was 

experienced the chances a re t hat h e would not realize what he 

ought from hi s crop . 

But the m a nagement of the St. Loui s, Brown sville & Mexico 

Railn·ay is inte rested in t h e prosperity of the people a long its 

line , not a lone for t heir sake, b ut for its own. It realizes that 

if t he fa rm ers of th e Gulf Coast country do no t make m oney t h ey 

will become discouraged, and t he more money they make t he 

more la nd t hey will be able to cult ivate, the greater tonnage 

t hey will produce to ha ul to m a rket , a nd the greater will be t h e 

demand fo r merchandise which t he railroad will have to ha ul 

back to them. The prosperity of any ra ilroad depends on t he 

prosperity of t h e people w hom it serves. 

For t hat reason t h e Gulf Coast line is not only interested in 

b ringing ne\\· sett lers to its territory, but it is a lso interested in 

aiding them to1get the best possible prices for their products­

to reach t he best markets and to make as large profits as pos­
sib le : 

r\lthough it has been only about two years since the Gulf 

Coast Line was opened between Brownsville and Corpu s Christi 

and settlers ,Yere invited in to clear off the chaparal and begin 

raising crops , truck-growers' associations have been formed at 

Kingsville , R aymond vill e a nd Brownsville , w hich a re a iding 

greatly in satisfactorily marketing the crops. Similar organiza­

tions will be fo rmed at other points in the not di stan t future. 

Truck-Grower•• Associations. 

These associations serve ~everal purposes. First, t hey pre­

vent a congestion of any one product in any certain market, 

,Yhich wou ld cause the bottom to drop out· of prices. Second, 
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A 10½-inch Cucumber from Sout h Texas. 

they m ake it t heir business to k nqw th e m ost dependable b uyers 
a nd commission m erchants in a ll cit ies a nd ma rkets, so as to 
prevent loss to the growers by reason of sha rp practices by b uy­
ers. Third , they educate newcomers a nd inexperienced growers 
in p reparing t h ei r product s fo r market . I t is t o the interest 
of a ll that t he reputation of Sout h T exas products be main­
t a ined as high as possible. R eputation coun ts fo r a great deal 
in fa rm products, as in a nvthing else. F or instance, t he name 
"Rocky Ford," in connec.tion wit h cantaloupes , adds to t hei; 
value, simp ly because t h e quali ty shipped from that locality ha s 
u sually been k ept high . 

The " knowing how" in preparing vegetables fo r m arket is 
a n important item. Early t his spring two Kingsville growers 
made shipments of beets. One m a n , to save space, cut off the 
tops before crating the beets. The other crated tops a nd all. 
The beets with t he green tops sold fo r double t h e price of t he 
oth ers. They b rought fancy p rices as new beet s, while t he 
others had t o be sold as old beets, although t hey ·were just a s 
good as t hose wit h t he t ops on. The green tops m ade t he diffe r­
ence. 

These various local truck-growers' associat ions affiliate ·wit h 
a general organization k nown as the South T exas Truck-Grow­
ers ' Association, which includes a ll th e territory sout h of San 
Antonio t o the Rio Gra nde and east t o the Gulf. Mr. F red 
Wa rren , secretary a nd execut ive officer of the Kingsville as­
sociation , is a lso vice-presid ent of the general o rga nization . 

As to the m arkets t h em selves: The Gulf Coast country a nd 
the lower Rio Grande Va lley can place cabbages, t om atoes, let­
tuce, " roasting ea rs ," radishes a nd other truck products on the 
m arket during m ost of the winter, a nd they are also about three 
weeks in advance of a ny other pa rt of t he United States on early 
spring vegetables. .Those three weeks mean a great deal to the 
farmers of Sou t h T exas. It means that t hey a re fi rst in t he 
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m arkets of Galveston. Houston, San Antonio , Dallas, Fort Worth 
and other T exas cities. T h ese fu rnish a market close at home 
for a trem endous amou nt of produce. As t he season advances 
and t h e growers in t hose r egions get into t h e market, t he Sout h 
T exas producer extends t h e zone of his market fu rther nort h . 
H e reach es Denver, Ka nsas City , St. Louis, Chicago a nd a ll in­
t ermediatepoints in t hat latit ude, as well as St . P a ul a nd Minn­
eapolis, a nd the extreme east. 

All t his time he can be t he first in t h ese respective m arkets 
wh en a ll t ruck products b ring fancy prices; a nd long before t h e 
prices get too low to yield a good profit he has sold his ent ire 
spring crop a nd has sown some staple as a summer crop. H e 
will ha rvest tha t in t ime to p u t in a crop of winter vegetables 

T he problem of markets is t herefore practically worked out 
in advan ce fo r t he ma n who now goes into Sout h Texas. All 
he need s to do is t o be guided by t he' advice of t hose who have 
had experience, a nd to use a li ttle common sense and good judg­
ment in connection wit h it. 

Advantage of Diversity. 

An important point to remember is t hat t he South Texas 
farmer not only has t he benefit of t ime in m arketing his products , 
but h e can a lways raise two, a nd sometimes three or four crops 
in a single year. W hen it is stated t hat cabbages and onions 
bring from $100 to $500 a n acre , it should be remem bered tha t 
that is just fo r one of two or three crops a year from the same 
land- not necessarily the sam e kind of crops, fo r it is u sually 
wise to d iversify a nd rotate t hem . 

F or inst ance : A t ruck farmer liv ing near Corpus Christi 
harvested a crop of cabba ges from his la nd in J a nua ry. H e fol­
lowed with a crop of peas, and by July h e ha d also m a rketed a 

Rutabaga Turnips, from _South T exa R, t oo. 



52 THE GULF GOA.ST OF TEXAS 

crop of cucumbers from the same land. Then he planted a crop 

of sorghu m, ,Yhich was cut in time to put in more cabba ges for 

t h e winter market. All t his was don e with ou t irrigation. 

Down in the Rio Grande country three crops of co rn have 

been matured on the same land in fourteen months. 

These stories may sound preposterous to a Nor t hern farmer 

w ho worries fo r fear the frost wi ll catch his single crop of corn 

before it is fully matured, but they a re true nevertheless. 

At t his writing t he St. Louis, Brownsville & Mexico Railway 

is in operation only from Brownsville to Bay City, but by t he 

tim e this booklet reaches its readers its trains will be running 

direct from the Rio Grandecountryinto Ga lvesto n a nd H ouston. 

There connections a re made by which t he R ock I sland-Frisco 

Lines are reached, so t hat speedy transpor tation can be secured 

to a ll markets of the Nort h . 

Beets, February, r906-A fair size! 
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Some Specific Performances 

"At the dinner, one of our party could 11ot 
resist the temptation to note down the names of the 
FIFTEEN delicious vegetables set before us." 
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-Extract from diary of recent investigating p:1.rty. 

What m ay be done can be judged by what has been done. 

Therefore t he possibilities of agriculture in the Gulf Coast 

count ry a nd the lower Rio Grande Valley are indicated by what 

h as already been accompli sh ed in the two year s since the count ry 

was opened fo r settlement by farmers. 

Mr. George Hoffman this spring harvested 24,000 pounds of 

B ermuda onions from a si ngle acre, fo r "·hich h e received 2½ 

cen ts a pound f. o. b. Kingsville, a return of $600 an acre from 
· t he one crop. · 

"William J ohnson and Caesar Kleberg d id approximately the 

same. They also live in the vicinity of Kingsville. 

P . E. Blalack, of Brownsville, shipped the product from a 

q ua rter of a n acre of cauliflower to St. Louis a nd received $22 5 
fo r it in t hat market. 

Mr. Landrum, of Olmito, purchased 4.7 acres last fa ll at $50 

a n acre. Inside of six months h e had paid fo r the land from t he 

sales off of r½ acres of lettuce t hat he planted on t he land , and 

he had money left from t he crop besides. 

A Sarito t ruck grower received Sr.So a dozen for an early 

shipment of cucumbers to D enver. The same man received 

$3.30 a bushel fo r early new potatoes shipped to the eastern 
market t his spring. 

Rio Grande truck growers last winter con tracted to sell cu­

cumbers at t heir local stations at fifty cents a bushd net. The 

seed was pla nted from the roth to t he 15th of Februar~,. and on 

April r1oth the gro,,·ers commenced to harvest the crop . Their 

returns wen, from Sroo to Sr50 an acre. 

Late in February last year a t ruck gro,,·er near Brownsville 

cleared t he mesquite and other gro,,·th from one ac re of new 

land, and by the first day of July h e had raised a nd marketed 

$ r20 worth of potatoes and $r6o worth of watermelons from 
that one acre. 

Last year Mr. J ohn Closner secured nine cuttings of alfalfa 

from his 220 acres of that forage plant. The total yield was 

2.4 75 tons, or 275 tons at each cutting, which made a n average 

yield per acre of rt tons at each cutting. The crop sold at $1 r 

a ton, bringing $27,225 gross. Deducting the cost of produc­

t ion, _it gave Mr. Closner a net profit of $17,445 from the 220 
acres. 
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From a two-acre banana grove Mr. Closner has sold $500 

worth of fruit in a single year. 
Mr. Closner a lso made 350,000 pounds of sugar from less than 

200 acres of sugar cane, which 1-ie sold at an average of five cents 

a pound. This crop has to be planted only once in eight or nine 

years. 
From 104 acres of cane on t he Brulay plantation near Browns­

ville, 223,754 pounds of sugar was made, and a b reak in the 

machinery of t he mill caused the loss of a la rge amount in ad­

dition. This brought an average of s¼ cents a pou nd on the 

local market. 
Mr. C. S. Morton, who lives on t h e Rio Grande near Run post­

office, six miles south of Donna station, last year cut 360 tons 

of a lfa lfa from 45 acres. He sold it at 11 a ton, yielding him a 

gross return of $3,960. After_ d educting all expenses connected 

wit h it and paying the cost of living of himself and family, 

Mr. Morton had $1 ,ooo left from that one crop. 
Last September t he Piper Bros. went to Brownsville from 

Racine, Wis. They bought 823 acres of land at $17 an acre, and 

established their own pumping plant. The cost of clearing the 

land was about nine dollars an acre, but the wood paid for most 

of it. They employed Mexicans to do the work at 7 S cents a 

d ay, Mexican money, and 350 acres were cleared by the middle 

of March. Their fi rst crop was cabbage, which yielded 20,000 

pounds to the acre, a nd which t hey sold in March at $1 .50 and 

$1.60 a hundred pounds. ThP,y say their la nd is as valuable as 

that which sells in Northern communities at $100 an acre, and 

that they like the climate much better t han in t he North. 

A Rotund Cauliflower from the Gulf Coast. 
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The Question of Cost 

South Texas is no place for a man without some 
capital, but it is possible for those who cannot bu.y 
land to lease both land and water rights on favor­
able terms. 
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I t must be stated t hat South Texas is n o place fo r a man 

without a ny capital whatever. There may be places in other 

states wh ere a poor man can secure a homestead of government 

land or some other raw land at very little cash cost, but in such 

cases t h e real cost _is paid in the privation and struggle that 

co~e~ with p10neenng. There must be a cost in some sh ape. 
If it is not 111 money it must be in hardship. 

But there is no pioneering to be done in South T exas. There 

are no m ore hard~hips t~ be 1'.ndergone than there a re in long­
settled commumties. K111gsville, for instance, is not yet two 

Y:ars old, but it is prepared to furnish the people of that vicinity 

with all the accommodations of most towns of four or five thou­

sand inhabitants in the Middle West. The improvements a re 

the best, and the little farms in that community bear the ap­

pearance of having been cultivated for several years. Yet only 

twenty months ago they were covered with a more or less heavy 
growth of chaparal. · 

It is necessary for a man who ·wish es to make a h ome in the 

new Gulf Coast country to have at least a small amount of capi­

tal. H e must make a partial payment on his land, it must be 

cleared, a nd in the a rtesian belt h e must provide himself with 

an artesiap- _well. However, the cost is extremely small when 

compared wit h the value of t h e land when t his is once done a nd 

it frequently happens that t he wood and the fence posts se~ured 
from the land will pay for the clearing. 

. . The price of the land itself r uns from $20 to $30 an acre, and 

it is platted to be sold in tracts of fo rty acres each. A p urchaser 

may buy one or more tracts, as he desires. The terms are 

usually one-third cash, and the balance in one, two and three­
year payments, with interest at six per cent. 

The difference in price is accounted for mainly by the differ­

ence 111 location and not in any difference in the quality of th e 

land. At Kingsville, for instance, la nd near the town may be 

p urchased at $25 an _acre, whi le equally good land may be pur­
chased at $20 from three to four m il es from the town. 
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In the artesian belt there were the following amounts, ap­

proximately, on t he market on May r , near the town(along the 
Gulf Coast Line: 

Kingsville . .... . . . 
Sarita... . .... . . . . 
Miffl in . . ....... . 
Turcotte .. . .... . . ... .... .. . . . 
Yturria ... . 
Raymondville .. . 
Combe ... .. . . .. . . 

. ... + 3,000 acres. 
6,000 

5,000 

I I ,000 

6,000 

3 7,000 

2,000 

For these lands artesian water must be prov ided. Th e cost 

of boring an artesian well is one dollar a foot, and casing it costs 

fifty cents a foot additional. The weUs vary from 600 to 1 ,ooo 

feet deep, so that the cost of t he flowing well complete will be 
from $900 to $1,500. 

One well will irrigate from 40 to roo acres , dependent upon 

the flow and th e season. An ear t hern reservoir should also be 

constructed, the cost of which depends upon its size, but it is not 

great. This is for storing the water from the flowing well at 

times when irrigation is not necessary . The reservoir is not 

absolutely essential , but it increases the amount of land that 

can be irrigated from the well. I n the case of a rtesian irriga­

tion the well represents a permanent investment and there is no 
more expense attached to it. 

Mr. H. C. Stiles, the expert employed by the Gulf Coast 

Line to aid and advise new settlers, recommends putting in 

pumping plants to a id the flowing wells. H e estimates that a 

well with sufficient flow to irrigate 80 acres will irrigate 300 acres 

if aided by a pump. The pumping plant n ecessary would cost 

about $1,000. By t his plan four or five fa rmers could combine 

and put in a single well and pumping plant at a cost of $2,000 

to $2,500 that would serve a ll of them. The pump could be run 

just when needed and the cost of operation would be extremely 
small. 

Almost all of the land has to be cleared . With Mexicans do­

ing the work at from 7 5 cents to a dolla r a day Mexican money, 

or half that in United States coin, the expense is from five to 

t en dollars an acre, not counting t he income from the wood and 
fence posts . 

I n the Rfo Gra nde Valley t he best propositions for the farmer 

of limited means are those offered by the big companies which 

have constructed irrigation works and are selling land to pur­

chasers and then furnishing the water with which to irrigate it. 

This does not require so great an original investment as in the 

artesian belt, but t h ere is an annual outlay for water that does 
not occur with artesian i rrigation. 

It is possible to lease both land and water rights from some 

of t he irrigation companies a long t he R io Grande, and t his will 

attract men who have not the capital to buy the land outright. 

The largest of the Rio Grande irrigation companies-in fact , 

it is one of the largest private enterprises of t he kind in America 

- is t he American R io Grande Land and Irrigation Company. 

I t owns r 20,000 acres of land surround ing the new to\\·ns of 
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Lonsboro and Donna, on the Fordyce branch of the Gulf Coast 
Line, perhaps thirty miles above Brownsville. This is a new 
enterprise and the main canal is now under construction. Two 
big pumps are to be installed on the Rio Grande. They will be 
operated by electricity, and the water will be pumped into a 
reservoir two miles long and a quarter of a mile wide, covering 
350 acres. The plant will have sufficient capacity to irrigate 
200,000 acres. 

The Brownsville Land and Irrigation Company controls 
30,000 acres just west of Brownsville, which it is selling. It has 
a pumping plant with a capacity of 100,000 gallons per minute, 
and furnishes water not only for the lands which it has fo r sale , 
b ut it will also sell water to other farmers along its canals. I t 
has sixty miles of main and branch canals. 

Five miles south of Lonsboro the Santa Maria Company con­
t rols a comparatively small tract, r enting lands to t enants, or 
selling both land and water to settlers. 

A plantation of 7 ,ooo acres belonging to Mr. Frank Rabb , lying 
just east of the Santa Maria Company's lands, has b een opened 
for settlement, and will be supplied with water from the Santa 
Maria plant. 

The Hidalgo Canal Company, operating south of MacAllen , 
is selling its lands at $25 an acre. 

There are a number of minor projects now in operation a nd 
others are planned for the future. 

The prices at which water is furnished vary with the require­
ments. The Hidalgo Canal Company, for instance, sells water 
a t the flat rate of one dolla r per acre for each watering. The 
Brownsville Land and Irrigation Company has the follow­
ing general schedule for furnishing water by the year: 

Waterworks at Brownsville. 
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Lake Formed from Artesian W ell, Kingsville. 

Truck ..... : ....... .. ...... $10.00 per acre per year. 
Cane... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.oo per acre per year. 
Alfalfa......... 6.oo per acre per year. 
Corn.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.00 per acre per year. 
Cotton......... 4.00 per acre per year. 
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. Irrigavon with _a sure supply of water, is the same as crop 
insurance. There 1s no danger of crop failure. Neither floods 
nor drought can do damage. 

In the vicinity of Corpus Christi and north of t h e Nueces 
w~ere c~rn_ and cotton and similar crops can usually be gro\\·n 
without 1rngat10n, there are numerous opportunities to purchase 
land, the same as there a re in more Northern communit ies. 
Near Corpus Christi, for instance, there is a tract of 8,000 acres 
known as the Great Northern Colony, which is on the market. 

In some localities north of the ueces speculators a re getting 
hold of land to hold it for the inevitable rise in values t hat is 
sure to come. A few miles northwest of Corpus Christi one 
syndicate has obtained control of 160,000 acres which it is brino--
ing under cultivation and otherwise developing. "' 



60 T/J E GULF COAST OF TEXAS 

.r:: 
() 

C: 
ol 
~ 
(/) 

;a 
::l 
I-< .., 
I-< 
(l) 

0 
ol .., 
C: 
ol 

(f) 

I 
(l) 

M 
ol 

.D 

.D 
ol 

(_) 

"Cl 
C: 
ol 
I-< 
(l) 

5 
'E 
::l 
ol u 
(/) 
(/) 

ol 

0 
(l) 

M 
ol 
I-< 
0 

(I, 

THE GULF COAST OF TEXAS 

The Question of Labor 

In South Texas there is an abundance of (Mexi­
can) farm labor awaiting employmen t. Cheap , 
·yet quick, active and remarkably clever at adopt­
i ng new methods . 
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I n most "new" countries labor is extremely scarce . In 
this respect South Texas is different from a ny other localities 
newly opened for settlem ent. The rule elsewhere is t hat the 
newcomer has work of his own to look after, a nd h e works for 
his neighbor only when n ecessity compels him to do so, a nd 
then only fo r big wages. 

But in South Texas there is a n a bundance of farm labor 
mvaiting employment as well as rich new land awaiting t he plow . 
For half a century t his r egion has been populated more by Mexi­
cans than by p eople of the United States , and they can be em­
ployed at wages which seem extremely low t o an American, 
but "·hich usually satisfies the Mexican . 

This fac t greatly simplifies the problem s t ha t would other­
wise confront the farmer who goes into South Texas to make a 
new home. His land probably needs clearing. I t costs so 
little , wit h Mexican labor, t hat t he wood probably pays for the 
work. If he raises veget ables in large quantities h e w ill need 
labor to help him. H e has an abundance at ha nd , a nd it is good 
labor for t he purpose. 

The Mexican laborer is a n individua l of simple need s, a nd 
his ambitions are not great. H e is satisfied , as a rule , if h e earns 
enough to supply his few wants. 'iVhile h e may not be as 
strenuous as his employer , h e compa res favorably wit h m a n y 
farm hands in t he United States. H e is not strong on initiative, 
and t herefore he will n ot become a progressive farmer himself, 
but h e is a fini, hed imitator, a nd "·hen once shown what to do 
and how to do it, he will work at his task without asking ques­
tions. H e has no curiosity as to why he does a t hing-it is 
sufficient fo r him if h e is told to do it. 

The wri ter h ereof saw a Mexican operating a mowing ma­
chine on the Sa nta Gertrudis R a nch near Kingsville . 

" That's a ten-dolla r-a-month man on t hat machine ," said 
Mr. Caesar Kleberg, w ho h as charge of t he detail s of t he ranch, 
"but he never saw a mowing machine t ill I put him o n that one a 
few 1nonths ago." 

Nor t hern farmers who a re constantly having difficulty in 
securing satisfactory farm hands at a ny price w ill appreciate 
what t his abunda nce of labor means to South T exas. E very 
summer t here a re farmers in the North w ho lose thousands of 



THE GUL F COAST OF TEXAS 

A South Texas Radish. 

bushels of wheat because they cannot get sufficient help to har­
vest the crop before it is lost. In nearly every agricultural state 
there is such a shortage of good farm hands that_ the reaUy 
capable and willing ones command high wages. This cond1t10n 
of affairs does not prevail in South Texas fo r the reas_ons stated. 

But the very abundance and cheapness of labor 111 the Gulf 
Coast country emphasizes the fact that it is not a good P1,~ce fo'~ 
an Anglo-Saxon who is entirely without capital. . In most new 
re"ions the man without money can work for his more fortunate 
neighbors from. time to time and earn enough to keep him going 
until he has acquired some means of raisin g crops of his own, 
but h e cannot do t hat in South Texas-unless he is a skilled 
workman. There is a growing demand, of course, for a r tisans 
a nd skilled mechanics in that region as in every n ewly opened 
country. 

THE GULF COAST OF TEXAS 
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As to Health and Comfort 
A home of great comfort for the incoming settler, 
where it is possible for him to surround himself 
with Hature's luxuries at smallest cost. 
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As suggested heretofore, the popula r Nort hern idea of the 
Gulf Coast is a swampy, torrid, miasmatic region, oppressive 
wit h moist heat, and productive of malaria and fevers. 

But nothing could be farther from t he t ruth as to conditions 
along the Gulf Coast in South Texas and down by the Rio Grande. 
The waters of the Gulf k eep the temperature up in winter and 
down in summer. There is just sufficient frost in February , 
as a rule, to make the atmosph ere invigorating, yet in midsum­
mer, when people a t housand miles further north a re sweltering 
with the heat, with now and t h en a sunstroke, t he inhabitants 
of South Texas a re enjoying a temperature several degrees 
lower, and sunstrokes a re absolutely unknown. 

In addition to t his, the country between t he Nueces and the 
Rio Grande is as conducive to healt h as a re the plateaus of New 
Mexico. It has approximately t he same semi-a rid condit ions 
and atmosphere-the same conditions that render irrigation 
necessary at t imes. There are no swamps to breed malaria, 
and health conditions a re such that physicians have little to do 
in attending fevers and kindred ills. The artesian water is 
exceedingly pure, and coming from t he depth it does, it is of 
course, untainted by any possible drainage. 

The nights, too, a re always cool and pleasant in summer, at 
a time wh en people in less favo red localities away from the 
coast are sweltering with the heat. 

The figures showing the extremes of temperature in various 
parts of t he United States, as recorded by t he weather bureau, 
indicate better than any other manner how South Texas com­
pares with othh regions. 

Not only a re there less extremes in maximum and minimum 
temperatures, but t he monthly mean temperature for 17 years 
shows a variation of only 26 degrees. The coldest month on 
an average is J anuary, which has a mean temperature of 55.9 
rl egrees, while the warmest are July and August, during which 
the mean temperature is 81.9. There is a greater variation 
during February than in J anuary, for in February come the 
light frosts, but the mean temperature is 58. 1. The mean tem­
perature for December is 70.2 degrees, which is warmer than 
either ovember or March. The latter months are 64. 1 and 
63.9 r espectively. These figures explain why vegetables can be 
grown in the Gulf Coast country a ll the year around. 



THE GUL F COAST OF TEXAS 

..c 
u 
<fl 

~ 

'-
0 u 
;;; 
"' C 

THE GUL F COAST OF TEXAS 

~ ~w'-
1 

Towns of the South Texas Coast 

T he 11ew towns arc settling with people who have 
money with which to supply their needs, and offer 
excellent openings fo r business enterprises . 

There a re two classes of towns in t he Gulf Coast cou ntry of 

Sout h Texas-those that date back more t ha n a ha lf a century 

a nd have two genera tions of history behind t hem, and t hose 

t hat have been born wit hin the last t wen t y mont h s , as t h e re­

sult of a rtesia n \Yater a nd t he coming of t he ra ilroad. T \\·o of 

t h e fo rmer class a re especia lly not eworthy-Corpus Chri st i and 

B rownsville . 
Corpus Christi. 

The fo rmer is, next to Galveston , t he m ost impor tan t point 

on t he enti re T exas coast. Its modern exist ence dates from t he 

time when Genera l T aylo r 's a rmy encamped t here p r ior to the 

invasion of Mexico at t he beginning of the Mexican war , a nd 

while t here \\·e re t imes years agone when it was the cen ter of a 

vast trade t hat cam e from fa r t o the W est , it is doubtful if it 

ever had such a period of substan t ia l growth as it is now enjoy­

in g . 
Corpus Christi is a n en terp rising little city of about i ,500 

people. I t is t he cen ter of t h e greatest cabbage-growing region 

in t h e world , a nd oth er vegetables a re produced in abundance , 

besides t he stapl es, corn a nd cotton . Irrigation is not essen tial 

in t he vicinity of Corpus Christi, a nd a la rge amount of land is 

fa rmed wit hout it. 

T h e business por tion of t he town is onl y a few feet aboYe the 

water fron t, but t h e beautifu l residences of t he lit t le city, many 

of t h em magnifice n t homes, a re on a bluff overlooking the bay, 

50 or 75 fert above the water. 

A brigh t future is undoubtedly a head of Cor pus Christi. It 

is a lready a p lace of co nsiderable commercia l impor tance, and 

t hat impo rtance will be greatly enha nced in t h e near future 

when t he U ni ted States government completes its efforts to 

b uild a deep water ha rbor nearby . 

In addi t ion to t hat, Corpus Christi cannot fa il to become 

t he great seaside resort of Sou t h Texas. Alread y t he T exas 

E pwor th League E ncampmen t is located t h ere, bringing in 

7,000 v isito rs every sum mer. I ts fame as a seaside reso rt is 

spread ing over that por t ion of t he Sout h . T he wate rs of the 

bay, wit hou t an undertow, a fford absolutely safe sea-bathing, 

and fish can be caught in abunda nce. As South T exas d e,·elops, 

Corpus Christi cannot fa il to beco me a g reat seaside resor t, not 

only in summer, b u t a ll t he year arou nd . 
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Brownsville. 
In point of population Brownsville, the southernmost city 

of Texas, is la rger than Corpus Christi. It is t he home of about 
9,000 people, but more than ha lf of them a re Mexicans. Lo­
cated seventeen miles from the coast, on the Rio Grande, it is 
opposite t he old Mexican city of Matamoros, and the Mexican 
population floats back a nd forth between the two cities. 

Like Corpus Christi, the founding of Bro,vnsville dates back 
to the time of Genera l T aylor 's invasion of Mexico, wh en h e 
bu il t Fort Brown here at the beginning of the Mexican war. 
For a time during t h e Civil W a r , when other Southern ports 
were b lockaded a nd before t he federal troops took possession 
of Bro,Ynsville, it did a tremendous business in export ing cotton, 
a nd during t he years after the war both it and its sister city 
across t he river in Mexico attained comm ercial importance as 
the outlet for a la rge trade from up the Rio Grande and in 
Nor thern Mexico. But the coming of the great railroads from 
the North to El Paso, E agle P ass and Laredo turned this trade 
northward, and Brownsville, left fo r years without ra ilroad 
facilities, went to sleep . 

But since the building of the St. Louis , Brownsville & 
Mexico R ailway, this southernmost city of the United States, 
excepting K ey W est, is awakening, a nd now that through train 
service will short ly be established to Galveston and Houston , 
t h e development of Brownsville will doubtless be rapid. It 
has h eretofore been a town of the past, but a t elephone system 
was inaugurated some time ago, a nd other projects a re well 
und er way to make i t a modern, wide-awake city. Below it in 
Mexico lies a rich territory from which a considerable trade will 
doubtless come through the Brownsville gateway, now that 
fi rst-class transportation facilities have been opened to the 
north. 

It was at Brownsville t hat the now famous Mex ican drawn­
work industry h ad its inception. A number of years ago there 
was a famine among the Mexicans in the lower Rio Grande 
Vall ey. Improv ident, and depending upon the a lmost unfail­
ing natural foods of the region to provide for t h eir simple wants, 
there came a t ime when t hese finally fa iled a nd the poorer 

Bathers in t he Bay , Corpu s Christi. 
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Mexicans became destitute. Most of the Americans \\'ere, of 
course, well-to-do, a nd the good American ladies of Bro\\"nsville 
sought to a id t he destit ute Mexicans.· They decided, ho\\"ever, 
t hat it was better to give them some sort of employment than to 
provide fo r them by direct cha ri ty, and so t hey taught the 
Mexican women to do drawn-work. The latter , adepts at imi­
tation as t hey were, speedily became experts in this class of 
needlework. The wom en of Brownsville having more drawn­
work t han they could use personally, began to send it to their 
friends in other parts of the count ry. I t was greatly admired 
and soon a demand for it spra ng up . Today the industry has 
spread over a considerable portion of Mexico, and it is estimated 
that not less than $100,000 a nnually goes through Brownsville 
to t he foxican fami lies of t he lower Rio Grande Valley a lone. 

Notwithstanding its isolation from t he rest of the state by 
reason of a lack of railroad faci lities , Brownsville did not neglect 
t h e question of education , and i t has a splendid p ublic school 
system. I t spends $20,000 a year in maintaining its public 
schools, and is the seat of a Catholic college fo r boys and a con­
vent besides. 

In religious matters, t he Catholics, Methodists, Presbyter­
ians, Baptists and Episcopalians have organizations in Browns­
v ille. I t has a federal b uilding that would be a credit to a Iarae 
city, a nd t he cou rt house of Cameron County, located here, is 
another fine building. 

I t is a city that is bound to become more and more import­
a nt comm ercia lly , as the surrounding country a nd its trade with 
the Mexican terri tory to the south develops, and tlte wise in­
vestment of capital will yield ha ndsome returns. 

The New Towns. 
Entirely different in some respects from the older towns a re 

the new ones that have sprung u p a long . t he line of the St . 
Louis, Brownsville & Mexico Railway. They are modern a nd 
progressive in every respect. More advantages can be found in 
them t han a re found in simila r new towns in the North. 

P erhaps t he most r epresentative of t hese is Kingsville, fo rty 
miles southwest of Corpus hri sti. It lies in t he midst of t he 
Santa Gertrudis R a nch . Twenty-two months ago the town site 
was covered with chaparal-mesqui te, cactus, ebony and other 
small t rees a nd shrubs. Today it has a population of about 
twelve hui'idred, and it is the center of a region t hat is rapidly 
being taken up for t ruck farms of from 40 to 160 acres. It has 
a bank, a b ig lumber yard, several large mercantile establish­
ments, two newspapers, and other lesser enterprises. King's 
Inn is the finest hotel south of Ga lveston a nd San Antonio. 

At Kingsville a re located t he shops and general offices of the 
Gulf Coast Line. A modern system of waterworks supplies 
a rtesian water t hrough its mains to all parts of t he town. An 
ice plant adds to the comfort of both town a nd country residents 
and furnishes means of refrigeration fo r t he shipment of perish­
able fruits. 

The Presbyterians have erected a commodious church build­
ing, at a cost of 3,500, which is now used a lso by the Methodists, 
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A Corpu s Christi R esid ence. 

Baptists a nd Episco pa lia ns , each of which h ave o rganizations 
t here . A Swed ish church has also recently been organized by 
the n ewcomers of that nationality. To each of th ese organiza­
t ions t he town company h as given t wo lots on which to erect a 
church building wh enever t hey d esire to do so, a nd it is likely 
t hat a ddi t iona l churches will b e b uilt at no distant t ime. A 
school dist rict was a lso o rganized about as soon as was t h e 
town , a nd a commodiou s school building wa s erect ed. There 
a re no saloons, a nd t h e moral tone of t he communi ty is high . 

.--\ park system has also b een prov ided . H ere a nd t~ere a re 
beau t ifu l date pa lms. In one park, a quarter of a mile long, 
a d joining t he railroad ri ght-of-way, is a broad aven ue of bana nas, 
fl a nked by a la rge number of cit rus trees. H a ndsom e speci­
mens of t he nat ive m esquite have been le ft h ere a nd t here to 
furnish sha de. I n a no ther small pa rk a re growing 6 S varieties 
of palms, a nd in pens may be seen specimen s of native deer a nd 

peccary. 
Lots a re fo r sale at fro m $50 u p . 
Vlhat has happened at Kingsville is h ap pening, o r w ill 

ha ppen, a t numerous other n ew towns all a long the m a in line 
of t h e Gulf Coa st line and u p the F ordyce branch . Kmgsv1lle 
"·as simply fi rst in t h e ma rket. E very thing is n ew a nd modern 

in a ll t hese towns. 
Among t he more important of t hese new t ow ns a re _Robs­

town, 23 miles north of Kingsvill e, t he center of a r egion of 
par t icula rly r ich soil ; Sa rita , twenty- three miles _south of Kmgs­
v ille in the midst of La Parra R anch ; K a therine, t went y-one 
mile~ sou t h of Sarita ; R aymondv ille, the center of a rich a nd 
ra pidly settling locality, t hirty miles sou t h of Kat herine, wh ere 
cit rus fruit culture will p robably become m ore impor tant tha n 
at a ny oth er point in T exas; Lyford , Sebastia n a nd Combs a r e 
between R a ymond ville a nd H arlingen . Plans fo r t hese new 
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tmn 1s are just taking shape, a nd t he locator to-day k nows t ha t 
h e is "one of t he fi rst settlers." H a rlin gen is t,Yenty-one miles 
south of Raymondville a nd twenty-five nor t h of B rownsville, 
wh ere t he Fordyce branch of the Gulf Coast Line star ts west 
u p t h e Rio Grande Va lley. 

Lonsboro, Donna , MacAllen and F ordyce will a ll be import ­
ant to,vn s on t his branch . The fi rst two a re locat ed in t he te r­
ri to ry co,·ered by t he American Rio Grande La nd and Irrigation 
Company. :IIacAll en is the shipping point for Hida lgo, t he . 
county seat of t he coun ty of t he same name. A daily stage 
runs from :IIacA!len to Hidalgo, w hich is on t he ba nks of t he 
Rio Grande six miles away. F ordyce t he t erminus of the 
branch , is the nearest rail road stat ion to R io Grande City, t he 
count ~· seat of Starr County, and it will a lso be t he shi pping 
point fo r a la rge a nd rich terri to ry above it in the Rio Grand e 
Va lley. 

Besides these t here a re numerous interm edia te stations to 
serve t he convenience o f t h e farmers a nd shippers of t heir 
resp ective localities. Driscoll , J ulia a nd Caesar are located 
between R obstown a nd Kingsville. Rich a rd a nd Spohn a re 
stations between Kingsville. a nd Sa rita Mifflin and Turcotte 
a re sou t h of Sa rita. Between K atherine a nd R aymondville 
a re Norias, Rudolph a nd Yturria . Sou t h of Harlingen a re 
Bessie, Ba rreda a nd Olmito before Brown sville is r each ed . 
Lesser towns on the F ordyce Bra nch a re Tiocano, Ebenezer, 
Marnie and Closner. 

All of these towns offer excellen t openings fo r b usiness 
enterprises. The localit ies a round each a re settling with people 
wh o haYe money with ,Yhich to supply t heir need s, a nd wit hin 
a very shor t time after their a rrival t hey begin t o reap big 
returns from t heir lands. The next few mont hs will afford 
many opportu nities fo r the profitable investment of capital in 
t hese new towns. 
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North of the Nueces 

A territory of almost two hundred miles in extent 
just recently favored with transportation facilities . 
A "new" country, but without pioneering. 

71 

Thus far these pages have treated primarily of that new 

region that lies between the Nueces and the R io Grande, a 

region extending a hundred and fifty miles north and south and 

about half as large as the Territory of Oklahoma; a region where 

irrigation is possible, and necessary for most crops, and which 

has recently been op~ned for settlement by the building of the 
Gulf Coast Line. 

But north of the Nueces a nd extending from that river 

nearly to Galveston and Houston, is a territory of almost two 

hundred miles extent, paralleling the Gulf, and which has had 

transportation facilities only in favored localities, and even 

those not direct to the great centers of trade. Consequently, 

the d evelopment of this region north of the Nueces has only . 
begun. 

The St. Louis, Brownsville & Mexico Railway was first built 

from Corpus Christi south to Brownsville, and after trains 

began running between those points the construction of the 

road was pushed two hundred miles north and east to the great 
cities of Houston and Galveston. 

As in the region around Corpus Christi, irrigation is not an 

imperative necessity north of the Nueces for some of the staple 

crops, and in San Patricio and Refugio counties ranching and 

stock-raising h,i.ve been the chief industries because of a lack 

of transportation facilities. Now, however, more attention is 

being paid to agriculture, and corn, cotton, and some truck 

crops a re raised. San Patricio has about 2,500 population, and 

Refugio county still less. Sinton, the county seat of San 

Patricio county, is where the St. Louis, Brownsville & Mexico 

Railway crosses the San Antonio & Aransas Pass. It is a town 

of about 300 inhabitants. R efugio , the county seat of the 

county of the same name, is a town of double the size of Sinton, 

but it was entirely without railroad facilities until the Gulf 
Coast Line built into it a few months ago. 

Victoria county, which lies just north of Refugio, is one of 

the most populous and prosperous in that region. Its soil is 

adapted to general farming and truck-growing, and its county 
seat, Victoria, is a town of about 6,000 people. 
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P alms and Corn , Browns.ville. 

The Rice Country. 

In J ackson , Matagorda a nd Brazoria counties the Gulf 
Coast Line runs through an important rice-producing region. 
The former has developed rapidly in the last two or three years, 
a nd now produces more than 1 0,000 acres of rice a nnually. 

Matagorda county, which the great Colorado river bisects, 
is given over la rgely to rice-growing, as t hat is its chief crop. 
Last year about 50,000 acres were sown to the white cereal in 
this county. Bay City, the county seat, a town of 1 ,ooo inhabi­
tants, is the present terminus of the trains on the Gulf Coast 
Line. 

Rice is also raised on the prairies of Brazoria county, but 
sugar cane, corn and cotton, a re more important crops in the 
Brazos Valley, which runs through this county. I ts county 
seat, Angleton, is an important town of about 1,200 people. 

At Algoa the St. Louis, Brownsville & Mexico Railway 
divides one of its lines running twenty-five miles east into Gal­
veston, and the other running about the same distance north 
to Houston . 

Galveston and Houston. 

Only fifty miles apart lie two of the great cities of Texas, 
Galveston and Houston, where the Gulf Coast Line makes its 
connections fo r t he North. The latter disputes with Dallas 
the honor of being the m ost populous city in t h e great Lon e Star 
State, claiming som ething more than 70,000. Galveston has 
only half that figure, but its importance lies in t h e fact that it 
is not only the greatest port on t he T exas coast, but also the 
third greatest exporting port in t he enti re nation . 
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The manner in which Galveston has risen fo rm the misfor­
tune that overtook it less than six y ears ago when it was over­
whelmed by the gre:tt flood t hat washed over it from t h e sea 
destroying thousands of lives a nd millions of dollars wort h of 
property, indicates tremendous possibilities for its future. The 
great sea wall t hat has been builded absolutely guard s against 
any su ch calamities in the future, and the raising of t h e grade 
of the city, which will soon be completed, will make it one of 
the finest cities on the entire Gulf Coast from Florida to Browns­
ville . 

Galve_ston restored cannot avoid becoming one of the great 
commercial centers of the Southwest by reason of its location. 
The great railroad systems from the West and Northwest t here 
meet the ships that come from across t h e seas and from South 
America, and t here they exchange cargoes. Ships of all nations 
enter t he Galveston harbor , and its export trade a lone wi ll 
make it a great city. 

H ouston , fifty miles to the Northwest of Galveston, is the 
great cotton mart of Texas-and Texas is by far the greatest 
cotton-producing state in the world. ·with its more than 
70,000 people, Houston is a busy, bustling, enterprising city, 
the center of a large trade. ·when it secures a d eep water canal 
through Galveston Bay to the Gulf , as it expects to do before 
long , it hopes to load ships with cotton at its own wh a rves , thus 
becoming virtually a seaport. 

Both Houston and Galveston have before them bright fu­
tures, a nd each is steadily attracting the attention of outside 
capital. 

An Afternoon's Duck Shoot. 
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The Way to Southern Texas 

Rock I sland-Frisco Lines traverse, in all, seventeen states 
and territories. From an ywhere in the Great Middle ·w est , 
between t he Mississippi Va lley a nd t he Rocky Mountains, t hey 
provide unexcelled transpor tation facilities to T exas and the 
Gulf Coast. 

From Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas City, Memphis, or Bir­
mingham; from St. Paul, Minneapolis, D es Moines , Omaha or 
Denver; from St. Joseph, Topeka, or Wichita, R ock I sland­
Frisco Lines will carry you into Texas with no t more than onP 
and in the majority of cases with no change of cars. 

The Rock I sland-Frisco, as a system, terminates at Ft. 
1¥orth and Dallas. From these points the Gulf Coast passenger 
has his choice of three different routes to H ouston and Galveston. 
By the time this book reaches the hands of its readers, the 
St. Louis, Brownsville and Mexico R ailway will be runnin g its 
trains into t h ese two cities . 

The trip is quickly and easily made, and to render it more 
convenient, Rock I sland-Frisco Lines run frequent thru ex­
cursions with no change of cars from t h e North and East to 
Corpus Christi and Brownsville over the entire Gulf Coast Line. 
The expectation is to amplify this service in the near future. 

A very low rate of fare is extended to homeseekers, investors , 
and the public generally on each fir st and third Tuesday of the 
month: $25 from Chicago, $20 from St. Louis, $27 .50 from Min­
neapolis and St. Paul, $20 from Memphis, through to Gulf Coast 
poin ts, with the very liberal return limit of thirty (30) days. 
Corresponding reductions from all points North and East. 

A trip of investigation-a "show-me-trip," if you please­
would be very advisable. You should see the country for your­
self. You ought to meet and question some of the present 
successful land-owners of the section. There is nothing like 
getting information first hand. 

The excursion rates mentioned a re for this very purpose . 
They have been authorized for first and third Tuesdays during 
the remainder of r906. They may be authorized in r907, but 
it behooves you now to go and see Texas, for you will not find 
the present conditions there in r 907; you will not be able to buy 
land as cheaply, and you will not have the wide choice of the 
present time in the matter of location. 

"First come, first served." 
Will you come NOW' 
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Rock Island-Frisco 

Publications. 

Lines 

The Western Trail-A twelve-page journal devoted to the 
development of the great Southwest. It contains true and in­
teresting letters from people who have settled there. It is print­
ed on best quality of paper and finely illustrated. Published 
every month. Subscription price, 2 5 cents a year. 

The Southwest Magazine-Descriptive of conditions in the 
great Southwest country. Handsomely printed on fine paper 
a nd fully illustrated. Published monthly. Subscription price 
50 cents a year. 

Business Openings-A pamphlet giving a list of the towns 
and cities on the Rock Island Lines, with information about 
t heir needs in the way of factories, business establishments, 
professional men, etc. Sent on request. 

In addition, the Rock Island-Frisco Lines publish a variety 
of informative booklets and special folders descriptive of the 
industrial and agricultural opportunities, and the various states 
and territories as indicated by title in the following list: 

Books, Rock Island Publications. 
Arkansas and Kansas-(48 pages each). 
Indian Territory-A land of great promise (32 pages). 
Missouri and Oklahoma-(56 pages each). 
New Mexico-The Land of S_unshine (52 pages). 
Texas-A World of Plenty (64 pages). 

Books, Frisco Publications. 
Oklahoma and Indian Territory-(94 pages). 
Texas and Missouri-(95 and 72 pages respectively) . 
Arkansas and its Upland Counties. 
Any of the above books sent on receipt of 2 cents in stamps 

for each publication, to cover postage. . 
Fruit Growing Along the Frisco-(sentonrece1pt -of 10 cents). 
If you desire information about any of the Southwestern 

states and territories, write for the booklet, stating whether you 
a re interested in Rock I sland or Frisco Line territory, and proper 
publication will be sent you, together with any supplementary 
mformation desired. 

Are You Interested in the Southwest? 
How the Rock Island-Frisco Lines Can Help You-The Rock 

I sland-Frisco Lines have the needs of this community so closely 
at h eart that they maintain a corps of traveling investigators, 
who v isit each town on their lines and tabulate information con­
cerning business conditions, r esources, markets, and all facts 
having a bearing on the progress and prosperity of t he tributary 
territory. 

A list of the openings for investors, business men, and in 
fact, for workers in a ll lines of industry, is kept in systematic 
form, constantly corrected up to date, and replete with informa­
tion of inestimable value to you in your search for the most favor­
able location. If you wish to investigate conditions in the South­
west-if you wish to be placed in possession of FACTS from 
which you can intelligently decide what is best for you to do , 
then write to the undersigned to-day. He will tell you where 
the openings are, the amount of capital needed, price of farm 
lands, location of free homesteads, best crops raised, and about 
the very low railroad rate in effect to enable you to person­
ally investigate and satisfy yourself that the conditions are 
a ll that they are claimed to be. 

Address JOH N SEBASTIAN, Passenger Traffic Manager, Rock 
fsland-Frisco Lines, Chicago or St. Louis. 
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Tickets, sleeping car reservations an-:1 lnformallon about ra tes, train service, etc., 
wlll be gladly furnished on application, personally or by letter, to any of the following 

Passenger Representatives 
Rock Island-Frisco Lines 

Atchison, Kan . . . 
Atlanta, Ga ... . . 
Birmingham, Ala . 

. 32G Commercial St . . .. E. C. PosT .......... City Pass'r Agt 
. .G :forth Prior St . . ...... s. L. PARROTT .... District Passr Agt. 
.}!orris Hotel . . . . . ...... FRANK M. GRIF>'ITH .. Trav. Pass. Agt. 
.......................... J. W. GANN .......... City Pass'r Agt. 

Boston, Mass . ... . 
Buffalo, N, Y .. . .. . 

288 \V:i.shington St . ..... ... C. B. SLOAT •.... New Eng. Pnss'r Agt. 
. .. 297 }lnin St ............... \V. F. CRA wrnno .... Dist. Puss'r Agt. 

. ...... A. C. TURPIN, Trav. P~1ss. Agt. (in charge 
of Canadian territory). 

Burlington , Iowa . . . . . . . ... A. L. HOPPE ........ City Pass' r Agt. 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ Jom, G. FARMER ..... Div. Pass'r Agt. 
Chicago , Ill .. . . . . . . .. 91 .-\dnms St ............... A. n. SCHMIDT . Gcn' I Agt. Pass. Dept. 

720 LaSn llc Station ......... R. S. TonmNGTON .. Trav. Pass'r Agt. 
612 LaSalle Station .... J.M. J1LLICH ....... Trnv. Pass·r Agt. 

Cincinnati , Ohio ...... . . 38 East 4th St . . . . . . . . . ... H. I. McGurnE .... District Pass'r Agt. 
Cleveland , Ohio . . 215-216 Will iamson Bldg .... FAY THOMPSON ...... Dist. Pass'r Agt. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . ... WM. McGREEvY . . City Pass'r Agt 
. .2·Pike'sPeak Ave. W. W. Woon City Pass'r Agt. Colo . Springs, Colo . 

Council Bluffs, Iowa . 
Dallas, Tex .... 

16 Pearl St . . ............ A. T. ELWELL City Pass'r Agt. 
. C. ll. I. & G., Cor. Main and 

Ak:1rd Sts . . . . . . .... ... . S. J. TucKER . . . . . City Pass'r AgL 
St. L. S. F. & '!'., Cor. nlain and 

Akard Sts. . . . C. 0. JACKSON ... So.-West. Pass. Agt . 
. . . . 0. B. Loz.JEH. . ..... Trav. Pass' r Agt. 

.S. F. BoYn ....... Di\·ision Pass' r Agt. 
... G. W. MARTIN ............ Gen'I Agt. 
. . . GEORGE ll. KLINE .. . . City Pass'r Agt. 

. ... F. B. GmtER . . . District Pass'r Agt. 
. .. GARNETT KING . . . . Gcn'I Agt. 

. .... E. E. Dix . . . . . . . .. Gen' I Agt. 

Danville, Ill . 
Davenport , Iowa . .·. · .· : : ·. 307 · s;;dy. St ·. · 
Denver, Colo. . . ..... 800 17th St. .. 
Des Moines, Iowa ...... 423 \Y:Iinut t .. 
Detroit, Mich. . . . .... 7 Fort St .. West .. 
El Paso, Tex. . . . . C. R. l. & G. Ry . 
Fort Scott, Kan ... 
Fort Smith, Ark . 
Fort Worth, Tex . .. 

. ........................... J. L. REINACH ......... Gen' I Agt. 

.C.R.l. &G.lly .. 5th&MainSts. V. N. TURPIN ........ City Pass'r Agt. 
St. L .. S. F. & T. Wheat Bldg E. G. PASCHAi, .. City Pass. & Tkt. Agt. 

Indianapolis, Ind . ...... 9 and 10 Claypool llldg . . .J. F. PowEns . ... District Pass'r Agt. 
Joplln, Mo . . . . ..... 112 \V. 4th St .............. L. W. PRICE ... . Division Pass'r Agt. 
Kansas Ci ty. Mo . ...... 412-413 Bryant l.lldg.. .J. A. STEWART .. Gen. Agt. Pass. Dept. 

9th and Main Sts . C. W. JONES ......... City Pass'r Agt. 
Tha;·cr flldg ................ W. C. ME LVILLE. . N.-W. Pass'r Agt. 

Leavenworth, Kan. . . 424 Delaware St .......... .. J.M. ALLEN . . .......... Gen'! Agt. 
Lincoln, Neb.. . . . .. 104.5 0 St ................. F. H. ilA!lNES . . ... City Pass'r Agt. 
little Rock, Ark .. ... . .. 211 nlain St ............... JAMES HAHRIS .... District Pass'r Agt. 
Los Angeles, Cal. ..... 237 South Spring St ........ FilANK L. M1LLEH .... Dist. Pass'r Agt. 
Memphis , Tenn. . . . Peabody Hotel . . . . .. E. SUTCLIFFE . . .. City Pass'r Agt. 
Minneapolis, Minn .. . 322 Nicollet Ave . . .. W. L. HATHAWAY . .Dist. Pass'r Agt. 
Mt. Vernon , Ill .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. G. H. Kum1ER. .Div. Pass'r Agt. 
Nashv,IJe, Tenn.. . . . 416 Church St. . .... .PAULS. WEEvEn ... Trav. Pass' r Agt. 
New Orleans, La. . . . .. 707-709 Gravier St . . T. T. PRESTON . . . Gen'! Agt. 
"•w York , N. Y. . . 401 Broadww ... K E. P, UIER .. Gen. East. Pass'r A~t. 
Oklahoma City, 0. T .... Broadway&: Main Sts J. S . .McNALLY ....... . Div. Pass'r Agt. 
Omaha , Neb .... .. . . . .. 1323 Farnam St . . . . . .F. P. RUTHERFORD ..... Div. Pass'r Agt. 
Peoria, Ill ........... . .. 101 S. Jefferson St . . WARREN CowLEs .. . .. . . Div. Pass'r Agt. 
Philadelphia , Pa ... . .. 1019 Chestnut St. .PERRY GRI>'FIN ...... Dist. Pass'r Agt. 
Pittsburg, Pa . .. . .. . .. . 414 Park Bldg . . . . .. .. GEo. S. PENTECOST ... Dist. Pass'r Agt. 
Pueblo, Colo.... . ..... 226N. Main St ............ GEo. R. CRuzEN . . .... City Pass'r Agt. 
San Francisco , Cal .. . ... 6 East St. Room 12 . . .F. W. 'I'Bo>IPSON. . Genl. Western Agt 

St , Joseph, Mo...... 6th and Edmo~d Sts. · .S 1.-~ii:'i~~ORD: ·. ··ift; t:::~ !~t: 
SI. Louis , Mo... . .. 900 Olive St. . ...... ... F. J. DEICKE . . . Gen. Agt. Pass'r Dept. 

... H. H. EvERETT ..... S.-W. Pass' r Agt. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . H. P. MANTZ. . . . . . . Dist. Pass'.r Agt 

SI. Paul , Minn ... •.. •· . 6th and Hobert Sts. . . ... F. W. SAINT . .. .... . .. City Pass'r Agt. 
131 E. 6th St . . . . . C. W. HUMPHREY ..... Nor. Pass'r Agt. 

Springfield , Mo. . . . . . . . . . . . . W. C. SMITH .......... . .... Gen'J Agt. 
Terre Haute , Ind. ... . ... . .. .J.E. BUDD ..... City Pass.&: Tkt. Agt. 
Topeka , Kan . . . . . . . . . . . .C. E. MonTON ........ Trnv. Pass'r Agt. 

OFFICIALS. 
ROCK ISLAND LINES . 

L. M . Allen , Gen. Pass. Agt., Chicago 
W .J .Leahy, 1st Asst. G.P.A. ,Chicago 
Hal S . Ray, Asst. G. P.A ., St. Louis 
Geo. H . Lee,G.P.A. ,Choctaw District , 

Litt le Rock, Ark. 
Alex. Jackson, Gen. Immigration 

Agt., Chicago. · 

Phil . A. Auer, G.P.A.,C.R.I.&G.Ry., 
Fort Worth, Tex. 

FRISCO LINES . 
A . Hilton, Gen. Pass. Agt. , St. Louis 
B. F . Bowes, A.G. P.A., St. Louis 
J . C. Lovrien, A.G.P.A.,KansasCity 
J . N . Cornatzar,A.G.P.A,Memphis. 
S. A . Hughes, Gen. I=igration 

Agt., St. Louis. 

W. H. Richardson, Gen. Pass. Agt., 
C. & E . I. R.R., Chicago 

C. W . Strain, G.P.A.,St.L.S.F. & 
T. Ry., Fort Worth, Tex. 

C. B . Schmidt, Commissioner of Immi gration , ROCK PSLAND-FRISCO LINES , 
Chicago or St. Lou is . 

JOHN SEBASTIAN , Pass. Trat, Mangr., ROCK ISLAND-FRISCO LINES , 
Ch icago or St. Louis . 
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