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INTRODUCTION. 

THE gulf of :Mexico is somewhat in the shape of a horseshoe, 
avi.ng at the two heels Capes Florida and Catorce, and a por

ietcr of three thousand miles. Its opening is defended and 
• orncd by the island of Cuba, possessing some of the finest 
c. ·bors in tho world. Commencing at Cape Florida, we find 

ports and harbors are as numerous as could be desired. 

om'f are-Tampa, Apalachic, iiobilo, Now Orleans, A.chafa
Gen Calcasieu, Sabino, Galveston, Matagorda, Corpus Christi, 
.A.. M~ Santiago, Soto la :Marina, Tampico, Vera Cruz, Tehuan-

G
. lampen.chy, Sisal, and Sagartos. True, some of them 
1rnutl . . 

• -all capacity; yet they are sufficient for the vast com-
Tho m this great inland sea, and the rich territories that 

tury are, 

existence. of this great shoe lies the territory of TEXAS, ex

ciscau friars .he twenty-sixth nearly to the thirtieth parallel 

convents of ·, a distance of 380 miles along the coast. 

fl d f 1. b the interior to the parallel of thirty-six and a 
00 0 1g 

. orth, and lies between the ninety-fourth and the 
co,·ennn- th 0 and fifth degrees of longitude west from Green-
i ts liistory, ·acing an area of two hundred and thirty-seven 

arc proba uare miles, or about one hundred and fifty millions 

Berlandi<iThc country along the coast is a level prairie; but, 
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INTRODUCTION. 

THE gulf of Mexico is somewhat in the shape of a horseshoe, 
having at tho two heels Capos Florida and Catorce, and a per
imeter of three thousand miles. Its opening is defended and 

adorned by tho island of Cuba, possessing some of tho finest 
harbors in the world. Commencing at Capo Florida, we find 
the ports and harbors arc as numerous as could be desired. 
They arc-Tampa, Apalachio, Mobile, Now Orleans, ..A.chafa
laya, Calcasieu, Sabine, Galveston, :\fatagorda, Corpus Christi, 
Brasos Santiago, Soto la Marina, Tampico, Vera Cruz, Tehuan
topec, Campeachy, Sisal, and Sagartos. True, some of them 
a~·o of small capacity ; yet they arc sufficient for the vast com

merce of this great inland sea, and the rich territories that 
border it. 

..A.t the toe of this groat shoe lies tho territory of TEXAS, ex
tending from the twenty-sixth nearly to the thirtieth parallel 
of north latitude, a distance of 380 miles along the coast. 
It extends into the interior to the parallel of thirty-six and a 
half degrees north, and lies between tho ninety-fourth and the 

one hundred and fifth degrees of longitude west from Green
wich-embracing an area of two hundred and thirty-seven 
thousand square miles, or about one hundred and fifty millions 

of acres. The country along the coast is a level prairie; but, 
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as you pass to the interior, the surface gradually rises and be

comes more undulnting- and.1 still farther inland, l1illy, and 

then mountainous. Timber also begins to appear as the coun

try becomes more undulating, especially in the eastern portion 

of the state. Yet, after crossing an ex tensirn belt of timber, 

and reaching more than a hundred miles from the coast, you 

find the high, rolling prairies-composed of the richest soil in 

the world, coYcred with musquit-grass, and haYing, along the 

streams and valleys, sufficient timber for ordinary purposes. 

Texas is an alluvial country, hanng very little rock on its 

surface. Everywhere is to be found unmistakeable evidence 

of its haYing been submerged. In the extreme northern part 

primHirn rocks may be found, though in the inhabited portion 

they arc never seen. The .aricty of her latitude and eleva

tion gi~es to her citizens a like variety of climate and produc

tions. In the south, they grow oranges and sugar-cane; in 

the middle region, cotton; farther north, wheat; and potatoes, 

corn, and vegetables, everywhere. In fact, there is no coun

try of like extent where a greater variety and quantity of 

agricultural productions can be raised; nor is there any coun

try where the laborer can find a more certain an<l Letter r~ 
ward for his toil. 

Ci1·cmnstances alone have postponed to these latter days 

the de,·elopment of the Yntit resources of Texas. Galveston, 

her principal harbor-situated about four hundred miles from 

New Orleans, seven hundred from Vera Cruz~ and eight hun

drcu from Cuba-affords her a commercial outlet :;ufficient 

for her growing pmposcs. When her interior shall be sup

plied with railrnad facilities-and in no country can they be 

more cheaply built- she will have nothing further to desire. 
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HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

CIIA.PTER I. 

THE first European emigrants to Texas were led hither by 
Robert Cavalier, the Sieur de la Salle, who landed on the west 
side, and nea.r the entrance, of )fatagorda. bay, on the 18th of 
February, 1085.* La Salle was a brave and gallant knight of 
Louis XIV. Ile was a native of Rouen, in Normandy. Born 
of a good family, and destined for the chm·eh, he received, 
under the guidance of the Jesuits, an excellent scientific edu
cation.t He was a man of great abilities, of an enterprising 

spirit, and possessed of a. firmness of mind which peril and 
adversity seemed only to strengthen. Ilo kept his own coun
sel, relied. upon his own genius, and bore without a murmur 
whatever ills befell him. But, with all these good qualities, 
such was his ambition, that it rendered him morose and sullen 
-haughty, not only to his dependant!', but his associates.:j: 

It is remarkable that the mouth of the Mississippi was not 
discovered until one hundred and ninety years a.ftcr the dis-

* .Ameritan St«te Paper~, vol. xii., p. 87: Wait, Boston, 1819. Lifo of La 
Salle, .America,~ Biography, vol. xi., p. 129. 

t Ibid., p. Ii. 
t Travcla of Oaplain Bossu, vol. i., p. 85: London, 17'11. 
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covery of .America; and still more so, that this disco,ery 
should have been made through Canada. Ferdinand De Soto, 

coming from Florida, had 1-ccn it, and been buried in its waters 

about the year 15.J:3'. .A.nd in 1673, Marquette, a Recollect 
missionary, with i:iix others, under the direction of l\f. Talon, 

the intendant-general of Canada, starting out f1·om Mackinac, 
crossed over to the great river/ and floated clown as far as 

the mouth of the Arkansas. But it was rcsencd to La Salle 
to discover its mouth, which he did on the 7th day of April, 

1682, ancl, on the 9th, celebrated the disco,cry with great 
ceremony, taking possession, in the name of Louis XIY., by 

proclamation and proces verbal, of all the territory watered 
by the Mississippi from its mouth to its source, and by the 

streams flowing into it on both sides. -t 
The report of this splendid discovery, which was made known 

in Europe, by La Salle and his followers, on their return to 
France, created great excitement, not only at court, but among 

the learned. 'l'he idea of a nearer route to Asia had occupied 

the minds of commercial and learned men since the time of 
Columbus. When the trappers and fur-traders of Canada first 

learned, from the Indians, the existence of this great river, the 
impression prevailed that it emptied into the Vermilion sea, 

the name then given to the gulf of California. 
* .~/c.,ha,.,p;, in tbe language of the Illinois Indians, signifies all tltc rivera. 
t See a translntion of the proces verbal in Appendix iv. to Spnrks's Life of La 

Salle. 'lnere has hccu much controversy as to the discovery of the mouth of 
the Mis.,issippi. If discovered by Moscoso as early as 154.5, it is exceedingly 
strange that for one hundred and thirty years afterward the important fact wM 
tmknown in the learned court of Fronce, and tbnt the savat18 of that capital still 
supposed that river emptied into the gulf of Cnlifornin. The curious can find . 
much said on the subject in Dr. Monelte's Valle// of tit• ,1/i.•sissippi, vol. i., p. 
620; Profe~or Shea',.Disco11ery mid E:rploration oj tf,c .l/i.,si<Rippi; Bossu, vol. i., 
p. 70; Pickett's Ili.,tory oj .Alabama, vol. i., pp. 51, 62; nuJ Am. Biog., vol. x., 
p. 268 et seq. Al~o the el111racter of Garcilas.,o de la T'e:;a, the writer, on whom 
the advocates of an earlier discovery rely, can be found in the Bio9raphic Uni
-versellc, in loc. 

DISCOVERIES OF LA SALLE. 15 

La Salle had many enemies: some caused by his harsh and 
o erbcaring temper; others, through envy of his fame; and 

yet others, on account of the monopoly in trade granted liim 

by the king. Yet l1e had two friends at court-Frontenac, 
tho former go,ernor of Canada, and Seignelay, son of the great 

Colbert-who aided him greatly in presenting the importance 
of his discovery, in removing the unfavorable impressions made 
by his enemies, and, above all, in opening the way and provi

ding the means for fut'lhcr adventures, and the permanent oc
cupancy of the newly-discoYerecl territory. La Sallo proposed 
to proceed to the mouth of the Mississippi by sea; and, being 
provided ,vith provisions, implements of husbandry, mechanics' 

tools, and colonists, to found a colony there. A.11 this was 
granted, and in a manner suitable to the importance of the 
enterprise, and the dignity and munificence of the great Lou.is. 
A commission was issued to him, giving him authority to estab
lish colonies in Louisiana, and to take command of the expe
dition.·* 

A squadron of four vessels was provided and furnished by 
the king: that is, the Joli, a frigate of thirty-six guns; the 
Belle, of six guns, a present from the king to La Salle; the 

*_T!•c h_!•~orinns of_t'iis expedition are, Joutd, whose jourunl was published in 
Paris"! I, :•l ;_ and I-atl,cr An11,ta.,, whos~ nccou~t is pul.,H,,heJ by Chretien Le 
Clerk, in 111s lustory of the lnbors of the Franciscnn mis,ionnries in Cnnnda, enti• 
tied "Etabli.Jlse11w11t ck la Foy:" Paris, 1691. Dr. Sporh, in his life of La Salle 
has collut,,J anu weighed tbe focta, as gi,·en l,y these authors, in a mnnner ~ 
excellent nnd _nccurnte, thnt he hos left but little to be added. Bt>siue11, he has 
thrown ~cw light upon _the suhj~ct by tho publicntiou of original documents in 
the arclnYes of lhe_ ruarme Jcpnrtmeot at Puris.-Spa.rl,;.,',, .A 111.. Biog., vol. xi. 
The accounts, as given by Charlc·voix, in the Jlistoire (Jlmmtle de la. Nouvell~ 
Frarue, un<l hy Captnin Bossn, in his trAvels thr ngh Loui<innn, ore tnken from 
Joule'.. ;1'he ~nets stated in this chapter nre ~10,tly tnken from Dr. Sparks, Le 
Clerks Efoblis8t1l!mt de la Foy, nm) the nnrrnlive of Fntber Ann~tn,e Douay. 
~e lntt£r hos lately been presenti,d in on English dress by Prof,-~sor Shen. The 
Journal of Joutel is published in the fir,t volume of the Ifatorical Collcctione of 
Louisiana. 
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A.imable, a ship of some three hundred tons' burden; and a 
small vessel, the St. Francis, carrying munitions. Beaujeu, 
who con:manded the Joli, was also commander of the squad

ron, but was to be under the direction of La Salle, except in 
the business of na\igating the ships at sea, till they arrived in 
America: Bcaujeu was also to assist him in making prepara

tions for the Yoyage. The whole number of persons who em
barked in the expedition was more than three hundred, of 
whom one hundred were soldiers, thirty volunteers, and the 
rest workmen, girls, and seamen. The missionary force con
sisted of seven persons, viz. : four Recollect fathers, Zenobc 
Mernbre, .Anaf(tase Douay, )faxime Lcclercq, and Denis Mar
quet; three priests of St. Sulpitius, Cavalier, Lrother of La 
Salle, ChedeYille his relation, and Majultc. .Among the volun

teers were !'1everal gentlemen of distinction, among whom may 
he mentioned .Joutcl, the historian of the expedition; Morag
nct and young Ca,a1ier, nephews of La Salle; Planterose, 
Thibault, and Ory, from Roucn, tho native tov."'Il of La Salle; 

also M. Talon, a gentleman of Canada, with his family.* 
On tho 2-!th of July, 1G84, the squadron set sail from Ro

chelle. La Salle was on hoard of Beaujeu's ship, tho Joli. An 
utter want of confidence existed between those two persons. 
This was caused to some extent by the anomalous position they 
occupied, the authority of each not having been defined by the 

marine department ; but still more by the pride of Beaujeu and 

the obstinacy of La Balle. The former had been a captain for 
thirteen years in the French navy, and took to himself great 
credit for consenting to obey the orders of the Sieur de la Salle, 
who had never served in war, except against savages, and who 
had no military rank.t And when B~aujeu would propose to 

* Ilossu, i., 'll; Life of La Salle, 114. 
t ::;,,chi~ letter to the minister of the marine, o.s quoted by Dr. Sparks; May 

30, 1ll8!. lb., p. 116. 
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him anything, he woulu haughtily reply, "This is not the king's 
intention."* Prm~ious to the departure of the squadron, Beau
jeu wrote again to the minister, reminding him how disagree

a.1Jle it was for him to be under tho orders of a man who had 
no military rank, and asking positiYo orders on the point; st:1-
ting that he wished the orders to be of such a character, that 

no blame should attach to him shonld La Salle fail in his proj
ect. Ile wishcu also to lmow what was to be done with the 

soldiers, as La Salle had already set up a claim to their com
mand so soon as they should land in America. Tho minister 
did not enlighten him with any further instructions-nor did 
La Salle with any intimation of his intentions. It was in this 
awkward relation that the two chiefs left Rochelle. They had 

not gone more ihan fifty leagues to sea when tho bowsprit of 
the Joli was broken, and they returned for repairs. They put 
out again on the 1st of August. Descrying the island of Ma

deira, Bea.njeu proposcu to anchor, a.ud take in water and re
freshments; but La Salle rofu:;ed, alleging that they had on 

boa.rd plentiful supplies, that it would produce unnecessary de

lay, and expose tho design of their expedition to the risk of 
being discoYered by tho 8paniards. 

Near the coast of St. Domingo, the vessels were separated 
by a storm ; but, between the 28th of September and the 2d 
of October, they all came into port at Petit Gouave, except the 
St. Franch;, which was ta.ken by the Spaniards.t This was a 

severe loss, as tho stores on this bark were important to the 
success of the enterprise. La Salle was for three weeks con 

* Bo&1-n, i., 72. 

t Life of ~n SnlJe, Am. Iliog., xi., p. 120. On the 16th of August, 1684, tho 
tr'.1ce of Ral1sbon, concluded b~ France with Spain nnd the German empire, ter
mrna_te..l. lhe wn: of the preY1011s yenr. -Elliot'.~ Ameriran J)iplomatic Ood,•, 
Yol. 1., p. 5. Tlus was perhaps not known in the West.Indies before the end of 
th~ year. 

Vor.. 1.-2 
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:fined at this port with fever. Ile, however, recovered; was 

visited by the goYernor and intendant of St. Dom.i_ngo ;_ and, 
after laying in the proper stores and suitable domestic a~nnals, 
and consulting with pilots ar.qnainted with the West India seas, 
be prepo.red to depart. La Salle transferred himself and some 
others from the Joli to the AimalJle, and directed the latter, 

the heaviest sailer of the three, to go in front. This may have 
been the better to keep the squadron together, but more proba

bly to o-et rid of Beaujcu. They sailed from Petit Gouave on 
the 25t~ of November, and, pasi::ing round the southern shore 
of Cuba anchored and remained three days at the isle of Pines. 
At len;th, after being driven about by adYcrse winds, and 
spending some days at Cape St. Anthony, the squadron, on t1_1e 

28th of Deccmher, 1684, diseoYered land. They had been sail

ing a northwest course, but, from the account they had recei,-cd 
from the west India pilots of the strong gulf-stream wlnch 

passed around the cape of Florida, they supposed they had 
been carried east of the mouth of the Mississippi, and were on 
the coast of Florida. Besides, La Salle, when he discovered 
the mouth of the Mississippi, had attempted to take its latitude, 

but had placed it two degrees too far south. So that, wi_th 
these two errors, instead of lJeing on the bay of Appalach1e, 
Dr. Sparks thinks they were a hund1·ed miles west of the mouth 

of the ::Mississippi, near the bay of Achafalaya.* Joutel says 
that, on the 2d of January, the squadron was, according to con

jecture, pretty near the mouth of the Mississippi ; an~ that, o_n 
the 10th, they passed by it, without perceiving it. It 1s at this 

time impossible and unimportant to know where they were 
when they first descried land. Conceiving themselves to be 
east of the mouth of the Mississippi, they coasted westward. 

La Salle landed on the 1st of January, 1685, perhaps east of 

* Lifo of La Salle, p. 128. 
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the Sabine-but, making no cfo:coveries, and being unable to 

learn anything from the Indians, proceeded westward till about 
the 17th 0f January, when, haYing passed Corpus Christi inlet, 
and findir,g tl1e coast tending south, they diseoYcred their error, 
and that they were upon the hordern of )fexico. Ilcre Joutel 
landed witl1 a, party in search of fresh water. They found the 
water salt, but secured an al1un<lance of game. All hcing sat

isfied that they had passed the .Mississippi, La Salle proposed 
to Heaujeu to return. This he rcfuf'ed, unless furnished with 
a new supply of provisions. La Salle oil'ercd him a supply for 
fifteen clays, hy which time he expected they would reach the 
mouth of the ri,er. 'This the captain refused; and La Salle 

declined giYing him more, fearing that he ,,ould abandon him, 
and sail to the West Indies. 'J'he difference between the chiefs 
of the expedition increased: lmt, in the meantime, the vessels 
fell back-but by whose order, or in what way, wo are not 

informell-and sailed tlfrough Pass Cavallo into the bay of St. 
Bemal'd, since known as )fatagorda hay. Ou the 18th of Feb

ruary, 1685, some of the company went ashore, while others 

were engaged in sailing up the bay and exploring t11e adjacent 
coast. On the 20th, La 8allo sent orders to tho commander 
of the A.imahlc* to land tl1e heaviest goods, and run her into 
the bay. It seems that La Salle intended to be present at the 
execution of this order; but the marquis of Rablonniere and 
others, who had gone out on the 18th, had been taken by the 
Indians as they were strolling along the shore, and he found 

it necessary to go and retake them. The channels on either 
side of Pelican island had been sounded, and it was found that 

the vessels could enter. The Belle had already outerecl, and 
the pilot of this vessel was sent to guide the Afmable through 

the channel ; but the commander of the latter refused his aid 
' * Bossu, vol. i., p. H. 
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saying he could manage his own ship. Ile hoisted sail, ran 

upon a shoal, and was lost." 
In the meantime a temporary camp had been formed on tho 

west side, and near the entrance of the lJay. Another camp, 

a considerahle <listance higher up, on the same side of the bay 

-perhaps at Indian point-was formed Ly Captain llurier 

and part of the company, by the or<ler of La Salle. 
The colony was greatly refreshed hy an abundance of game 

and fish ; au<l, charmed with the country, an<l the 11crds of 

buffalo and deer that were seen grazing on the prairies, they 

began to think they would soon realize the paradise they had 
come so far to :find. La Salle had not yet lost hope that he 

was on one of the mouths of the Mississippi; an<l, though iho 

loss of the A.imable, containing the greater portion of the arti

cles proYi<led for the use of the colony, was a serious misfor

tune, his ardor was the same, his rei,olution unconquerable. 

Joutel and Moragnet were sent out at the head of au exploring 

party, to proceed up the west side of the bay. La Salle, hav

ing reclaimed the men taken by the Indians, had exchanged 

with them some hatchets for two canoes, with which he ex

plored the eastern shore of the bay. The party of J outel, after a 

three days' march, came to a river, probably the Aransas, which 

they were unable to cross without a boat. Being in full view 

of La Salle, then on the oppo8ite shore, he went o,·er to them. 

Ilaving satisfied himself a~ to the extent of the bay, La Salle 

and the party returned. 
The business of saving as much as possible of the wreck of 

the Aimahle occupied some time. La Salle procured from 

Beaujeu the boats of the Joli, and, after taking off the crew, he 

brought away the powder and flour, then tl1c wine and brandy, 

* It is hardly cre\lihle that this wns ilone on purpose. Some allownnce must 
1.,e made for Joutcl's silunlion and pr~judices. 

•• 
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in all some sixty barrels. Joutel is so cruel as to charge St. 

Aigron, the captain of the Aimable, with si11king his boat on 

purpose; lmt this cn.n not he bclie,·ed. Some blankets from 

the wreck haYing been drirnn ashore, they were picked up and 

appropriated by the Indian!'<. La Salle, wishing to obtain ca

noes in exchange for these goods, i::ent Lieutenant Du Ilamel 

of the Joli, who bad volunteered for that purpose, to negotiate 

the affair. But Du Hamel, unacquainted with the Indian char

acter, or the mode of gaining their good will, rushed into their 

,illage with his armed men, which so frightened them, that 

they could not regard them as friends. Bei11g unable to make 

himself understood, he seized two of their canoes and a parcel 

of skins, and returned. The Indians, in revenge for this act 

of hostility, pursued them, and overtook them where they had 
landed and gone to sleep, and poured into their camp a. shower 

of arrows, which killed Ory and Desloges, two particular friends 

of La Salle, and wounded two others, one of whom was his 
nephew::; 

The failure to find the mouth of the Mississippi; tho loss of 

the Aimable, and the greater part of the stores with which she 

was freighted; and the death of Ory and Dcslogcs-the first 

European blood f'hcd in Texas-all combined to dishearten 

the colonists. In addition to this, the few provisions saved 

were nearly consumed; which, notwithstanding the prairies 

abounded with buffalo and deer, and the waters with wild-fowls 

and fishes, alarmed the faint-hearted, and caused murmusino
and discontent. And, to add to the loneliness of their situa~ 

tion, and cut them off from the civilized world, Beaujeu sailed 

on the 12th of March for France, taking with him the captain 

and crew of the .A.imable. When he left, he carried away all 

the cannon-balls, thus lea,·ing La Salle with eight cannons, and 

* Bossu, vol. i., p. '16. Life of La &lie, p. 134. 

... 
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not a single ball.* Yet it seems La Salle must haYe furnished 

him with provisions, or he coulJ not haYo returned. 

La Salle ha<l. among his colonists many enemies: some the 

partisans of Bca1tjeu; some from disgust, anJ want of fortitude 

to bear up under mi:;fortunc; others, again, who attributed to 

his obstinacy tho had state of their affairs. In fact, his colo

nists had been selected from llic dregs of Fra11cc; and, with 

the exception of a few who had Yoluntccrcd to follow him, were • 

persons generally destitute of character, honesty, or entcrpri~e. 

.Among them were DoinmaYillc and ~Iignct, two engineers, who 

became seditious, :mu were uncea~iugly tlenouncing his con

duct, and charging his undertakings with folly an<l. rashness. 

Y ct La Salle was firm. Ilis resolution seemed to rise -with his 

misfortunes. 
The colonists had constructed a shelter for themsclYes and 

their goods out of the -wreck of the Aimable, and had surround

ed it with entrenclunonts to protect them from tho Indians; 

and hatl sown grain in tho atljacont lands. Tho cattle, swine, 

and fowls, they had brought from St. Domingo, muUiplietl and 

prospered. 
When their buil<l.ings haJ commcncotl, La Salle gave orders 

to Joutel to complete them; and, taking with him al1out sixty 

of his men, he wont on a tour of discovery. Ile still laliored 
under tho delusion that tho bay might be one of tho mouths of 

the :Mississippi. While he coasted ro1111d the -wost end of tho 

hay, the commander of tho Belle was ordered to sound it, and 

* These pieces of artillery were afterward transported to Ln Bnhia (now Go
liad), a11d used by the Spnui11rds till 1612, wheu they were taken l,y the Ameri
cans under Guttierez. Ry them they were used successfully against Salcedo. 
After the close of the Gunchupiu war, they fell again into the hnnds of the 
:Mexicans. They were lakbn from the latter by Collinsworth; retaken by Urrea 
in 1836; and when Texas succecde,l at the battle of ~an Jacinto, they were left 
at Goliad, where a3 late ns 1838 they were seen, with the im1,ressiou of Louis 
XIV. upon the1n. - Prairiedom, p. 140. 
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sail up it so as to keep in communication with him.. He passed 

the Aransas, and at length came to a, river which he named 

Les Vacltes, on account of tho number of buffaloes found there. 
'l'his, of all the names given by La Salle to tho streams, bays, 

&c., of Texas, is, perhaps, tho only one retained by the Span

iar<ls. Sailing up the Lavaca for some six miles, he found on 

the western bank of the river a beautiful spot for a settlement. 

It was an elevation, from which could be seen to the north and 

west oxtonsiYe undulating prairies, cornred with grass, and re

liovo<l by occasional clusters of timber; to the south and cast 

were spread out the bay, and timber along the coast and ban.ks 

of the river. Having selected this point, he began in good 

earnest to think of making a settlement, ancl fortifying it. Ac
cordingly, he sent Villeperdry back in a canoe, with orders 

that all the colonists, except thirty men -who wore to remain 

in the fort with Joutel, should join him. This detachment was 

left to guard the crop which the colonists had planted. 

Doubtless tho new point selected was more suitable in many 

respects, especially fol' health and fertility. Yet the colonists 
were compelled to bring their timber three miles. But the 

example of La Salle was encouraging. Ile was always the 

first to put his hand to work. The master-carpenter having 
been lost, ho took his place. Ile laid out the tenons and mor

tices, and compelled every one to work that was able. The 

forces under Joutel being continually annoyed hy the savages, 

who had killed some of the men, La Salle sent him an order to 
join him, with his command, on the Lavaca. The order was 

received on the 14th of July, 1686, and immediately obeyed. 
Sickness, arising no doubt from great fatigue and incessant 

labor in a warm climate, soon carried off about forty of the 

colonists. But, notwithstanding this fearful inroad upon their 

numbers, and the consequent gloom cast ov-er the survivors, the 
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work went on. A new shelter and entrenchment were to be 
erected. The gun-carriages were at first used by the men to 
haul the timbers; but ihe La,aca being found deep enough for 

the Belle, twenty men were sent to the old fort to bring up in 
her the materials used in its construction. Thls was effected 
by forming them into a raft, and towing it up at the stern of 
the vessel. With this addition, the fort was soon completed, 

and named St. Louis. 
We will here take leave of the colony for a short time, and 

inquire where they were, who were their neighbors, and who 
had claim to the soil on which they were established. 

OTHER. SETTLEUENTS. 25 

CIIAPTER II. 

AT tle time of the landing of the French colony, and for 
many years aftorwar<l, the territory now known as TEXAS was 
peopled only by Indians, and but sparsely by them. Indeed, 
it is more than probable that no European had previously boon 
upon her soil.•:~ 'l'he nearest Spanish settlement was at Pmm
co, 11ear Tampico, a distance of more than two hundred leagues 
south of the Lan.ca ri.er.t On the northeast, Fort Prudhomme, 
at the mouth of the Wabash, and Fort Cre,ecrour, on the Illi
nois, had, but a year or two before, been constructed by the 
French. The Spanish colony in Florida, though formed some 
time before, was languishing. The city of Philadelphia had 
been founded but three years before, by the pious Penn. Tho 
colonies of Kew England, numbering then about a hundred 
thousand inhabitants, were struggling with Great Britain for 

·l! Thia point hns been much controverted. l\Iany distinguished w1·iters have 
supposed thnt the followers of De Soto traversed the country in 1544, or about 
that time. The authorities they refer to nre mostly Spnnish. If such !ind been 
the fact, and these nuthorities reliable, it is quite remnrknble that, in tJ1e long 
controversy between the United Stntcs nnu Spain, toucl,ing this vel'y question, 
the proof was not forthcoming.-American State Papen, vol. xii. 

t Panaco is sitanted on the Pnnuco or Tampico l'iver, and is celebrnted in the 
history of the conqueot. It is still remnrknble for the remains of lmil,ling,-. 
wenpons, and utensils, found in its vicinity. It is forty miles above Tampico d8 
las Tamaulipa.•, which wns founded in 1824. Smnll vessels can nnvigate tl1e 
river as for ns Panuco. -E111•yclop«dia of Gcoyraphy, vol. iii, p. 329. .Amw-ican 
Sta/1 Papers, vol. xii., p. 313. 
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their charters, and with the Indians for their lands. New 

York, with a population of some four thousand, had just changed 

owners, an<l witnessed the assembling, for ihe fu·st time, of her 

legislature. Yirginia, groaning under the despotic acts of 

Charles II., had just closed, with defeat, tl1e rebellion of Na

thaniel Bacon, which left lier unable to pay the costs so in

curred. The Spaniards claim {o have settled Coahui1a as early 

as the Year 1600, hut many circumstances go to proYe this to 

he unlruc::; Chihuahua was not settled till 1691.t Kew :M:ex

ico ha<l been settled earlier. As early as 1504, two Francis

can friars from Mexico ,isited the Indians near where Santa 

F ~ now stands. They were wc11 receiYed. They returned 

with the information, and giYing a favorable acc0tmt of the 

countn' Juan de Oiiate, another monk, was sent out in 1595, . ' 
and made a fnrthcr exploration, and per11aps took possession, 

or entered into a. treaty with the ~Ioqui an<l Apache Indians. 

It seems tl1at a. settlement was thereafter made, on the riYer, 

near the ~ite of the present town of Santa Fe. In 1680, how

CYer ih • In<lians rose en mrtsse, fell on the Spaniards by sur-
' prise, killed a large number of them, and obliged them to re-

treat to the Paso del Korte. In 1681, Otermin, goveruor of 

Kew )foxico, made another attempt to recover the settlement. 

From this period to 1605, the Spaniards and Indjans were en

gaged in a constant warfare-the former keeping their strong

hold of Paso del ~forte, and the latter holding the couutry 

about Santa Fe. At length, during the last-mentioned year, 

·» Letki· of De Onis to the secret.,ry of slnte, Am. Stote Pnpers, vol. xii., p. 28. 
'Jrem, of .Don ,Jfiguel Ramon de Ari•pe to the king of Spnin: Cadiz, 1812. Arispe, 
who was r~present.ntivn from Conhuiln lo the $ponish Cortes, says Snltillo wns 
founded in 1586. His iguornnce on the sul,ject is shown from his furthH state• 
ment.•, ~onfonnding the Rio Gmnde with the Medinn (p. 4), nnd fixing the s~ttle
ment of Texas nt th~ year 1650 (p. 11 ). 

t Pike's Expedition: Appendix, p. 20. 
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General Diego de Bargas, h:ning conquered the Indians of 

New Mexico, obtained the entire pacification of the country.* 

From the foregoing sketch of European settlements in North 

.America, it will appear that La Salle's 11eighuors were few and 

distant. The Indians, from their mode of living, and the con

tinual wars among their tribes, we may judge were thinly scat

tered oYer the nst couutry lying between the Rio Grande and 

Red riYer. The Camanches, then as now, were a tribe of roam

ing, Jiredatory thicYeH. They occupied the northern and north

westcm portion of Texas, aml the Rio Grande as low as the 

mouth of the Balado. The Jepredations which they l1ad for

merly committed on the Aztecs of the great empi.ro of Anahuac, 

were now tume(l upon their European conquerors occupying 

the colonies of Panuco, El Paso, .Montclova, and Monterey . 

From these they supplied themselves with horaes, arms, sil,er 

JJlate, &c.; and, lwing in treaty with other Indians along the 

coat-!, and fm·Lher ca,-t and nortl1, the latter were thus furni,,hed 
with hor:;es and fu-carms. 

The Indians along the coa.,t, commencing on the south, were 

the Lipans and Camukawae:;, extending from the Rio Grande 

along the bauks of the Paslwlwno ancl the Tvckanlwno, the 

beautiful Indian names of the Colorado and Brasos.t They 

* l'il.?, ,\pprndix, p. 15. Recog. i1I Xew .Jluico ancl 1;•ras, p. 12ti et seq. 
Th~ inseriptio11s on the rock of Fish s1,ri11g, nenr rhe Pueblo de Zuni, in Xew 
M~.xico, go l,nQll: lo the ) enr 1606. In rdation to Governor de Bnrgw', the in
sc1'iption is ns follows: "lh•re ~erve<l Gencml Don Diego <le Burgos to conquer 
to S1u1tll Fi\ for the royal crown, X ew ltexico, by his own cost, in the ycnr 
lti9:!.''-Jb., p. 64. 

t ReM;:. in X ew ~foxico and Te,ns, pp. 209-212. La Salle called the Colora
do tlu, )fali[111e, in conse1pience of t•ne of his party being devoured in it 1,y an 
nlligntor. -Life<>/ La Salle, p. 14fl. The French who came with La Salle were 
Gu utterly un,lcqu,ti11te.<l with the lndinn ln11guages, and their mode of spelling 
wl,at they gucsse,\ to Le tl,c 11:lnH-s of tl'ihes so different from ow·s, tbnt it is 
hlll'J lo i-lcntify them. Tnke, for exnmple, the following:-

C:An..1:s1u WAES. , , , , , , , , , • , . , , , , , • Inr011ottas. 
0A:.U:SCICE$ •••••• • •••••••••• . ••• Cho11111a11s, l'a11nrnsis. 
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lived mostly upon fish; an<l, from the fact that they first en

countered the ru<le shock of the white man, have eyer been 

con:-idored most ltoctile. Indeed, from the stories of Belisle 

and others, they have 1.icen deemed cannibals ; but no authentic 

fact has been sufficiently established to fix upon these people 

tho horrid practice. Tho kind reception by them given to La 

Salle, shows their good disposition. That they were thieves 

is not to be set down against them, as the rights of property 

arc unknown among saYages. The next tribe, going cast, were 

the Ccnis, inhabiting Dutfalo bayou, the San Jacinto valley, 

and the Trinity riYer. These were distinguished for their hos

pitality and ~entleuess of disposition. The greater part of this 

tribe occupied the banks of the Trinity, which they called Ar
col.:isa::; IIere tlieir nllages were largo and populous. Their 

' hal.iitations were like bee-hive:', and some of them forty feet 
high.t As tl}ey devoted much time to raising corn, &c., they 
were enabled to sustain a. larger population, and were compar

atively more wealthy. They were great traders, and had pro

cured (through their allies the Oamanches) from the f:pania.rds 

horses, money, sih-er spoons, spurs, and clothing. Such were 

their comforts and conveniences of life when found there by 

the French in 1G86. 
CnocrAWS ..................... • Tchacta& 
CmcKASAW:-l •.. . ...•..••.••..•••• Oliicac/ial,._ 
Cm:noKU:.S . . .... , ...... , ........ O!teraguii. 
CF.i;1s ......................... .A-Simais, .A-Sin= 
VmAts ........ , .. , ............ . Bedais. 

* Prairicdom, p. 75. 
t Life of Ln Salle, p. 149. Nnrrati,·e of Father Douny, Shea's translatioo. 

Exp. Mis., p. 204. "The ,·illage of the Cenis is one of the largest nnd most ~OJ: 

ulous I hn,·e seen in America. It is at least twenty leagues long-not thnt it 1s 
comtantly inhabitetl, but in hamlets of ten or twdve cnhin!l, formin~ cnntonl', 
each with a different name. Their enbins nre fine, forty or fifty feet high, oft.he 
shape of bee-hh•es. Trees ore planted in the gro11ml, nnd unitcJ nbove by t!1e 
branches, which are covured with ,,rrns.., The l,ede ore rnnf(ed around th~ cnb10, 
three or four feet from the ground. The fire is in the middle, ench cabin hold
ing two fnmilies."-.Douay. 

INDIA.N SUPERSTITIONS, 29 

Tbe next tribe east were the X assonis, or N assonites, a name 

perhaps including several tribes living l)etwecn the Ccnis and 

the Sabine river. These Indians seemed to be alike distin

guished with their western neighbors for kindness to strangers, 
and the posse:,sion of means to make them comfortable:::• 

Such, a century and three quarters since, wore the original 

inhabitants of Texas. They formed a portion of the groat 

8ho;;houie cla,:R, occupying what is now tho southwestern part 

of the united Hates. 'l'he lm1ding of the colony of La Salle 

was to them a ne,v era. The sight of ships and tho sound of 

fil'carms were to them sul~jor,ts of awe autl astonishment. Liv
ing in the simplicity of uneducated nature, they had their do

mestic wars, which were conducted without system, but in a 
\ manner suitetl to their wild habits. They were worshippers 

of tho sun, antl full of tho superstitions common to the North 

American Indians. 'l'hey hatl their rain-makers, their game

llnders, and their ,ritches. Dut the latter, like the witches of 

ancient :N'ew England, found little favor: they wore tlecmed 

to be in communion with the eYil one, and consequently were 

put to death-most generally by tho war-clubs of those tha.t 

suffered under their suppoi::etl incantations. 

At that time, Texas was without a b01mdary and without a 
name. The Spaniard::; had not yet 11e11etratocl cast of tho Rio 

Grande, at least liclow the Paso del );orte; and La Salle was 

f:till en<lo:woring and hoping to o,-talilish the fact tha.t he was in 

tho Yicinity of one of the months of th,, )fis::'issippi. Texas to 

him and his people, an<l aftcnrnl'd hiR nation, was a. part of 
Louisiana. lie had disco,ore1l the mouth of tho great rirnr; 

the coast thence to tho confines of ~foxico; lrntl planted a col-

* The Sfnt of goYcrnment nmong the Xni:,,onites nppcars Lo hnrn bPeD on lho 
~n•t bank of the Xcches, at th~ pt·niri · known na the B,·,,J.,l,mr pl,uc, llertl 
three lnr~c mounns remain ns C\'i,l~nec of their former lnbon This pine~ wus 
cnlled 'lixat, ond doubtless g1n-e nnmc ti) (he slate. 
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ony on one of her riYers; had stocked it with domestic animals, 
and planted fields with the seeds of husbandry. J3y all 1.he 

rules, then, of national law, apart from the claim of tho Indians, 
tho country was French, and, if they chose to call it so, a part 
of Louisiana. The country was French l,y right of discovery. 
To Spain it was utterly unknown. The ;-oyagers Ponce do 
Leon, Xarrncz, Do _\.yllon, n.ncl Do Soto, had never seen any 

of the Yast extent of seacoast between Capo Florida and Soto 

do la Marina. The pretension and claim set up by Spain to 
this country, l)ccauso she was in possession of those extreme 
points, arc not supported hy any of tho rules of national law 
ostahlishod by the governments of Europe in regard to their 
American discoYcrics. Those rules wero-

1. That when any European nation takes possession of any 

extent of seacoast, that possession is understood as cxtcncling 

into the interior country to the sources of the rivers emptying 
,vithin that coast, to all tJ1eir hrauches, and the country they 
cover, and to girn it a right in exclusion of all other nations 

to the. same. 
2. That whonoYer one European nation makes a disco;-cry, 

and takes possession of any portion of this continent, and an
other afterward docs the same at some distance from it, where 
tho boundary between them is not determined by the principle 
above mentioned, that the middle distance becomes such of 

' course. 

3. That whcne,·cr any European nation has thus acquired a 
right to any portion of territory 011 this continent, that right 
can never be diminished or affected l1y any other power, by 
virtue of purchases made, by grants, or conquests of the na
fo,cs, within the limits thcrcof.·:t 

* Letter of the Feci-etnry of slnle to Don Luis de Onie, March 12, 1818. Also, 
letter of !!Ies,rd. Pinkoey r.nJ Monroe to the Sponi,h minister of foreign nffairs, 
Arri! 20, 1805.-.Amerfraa Stale I'nvr•, ml. xii., pp. 76, 311, 812. 

.. 
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The French colony, tested by these indisputable rules of 

natural equity, wore thus upon French soil. 
Spain, howoYcr, entertained a different view of the matter. 

This kingdom, formed umler the auspices of Ferdinand and 
Isabella, with the powerful aid of Cardinal Ximenes, had grown 

to be one of the first nations of Europe. The disCO\'Ory of 
America, tho receipts from the mines, and the commerce of 
the colonic·s (amounting annually to over fifty millions of dol

lars), and, above all, tho ;-ictories of Charles V ., had imparted 
to the nation a spirit of ambition and love of dominion which 
knew no bounds. The sixteenth century closed ,rith the 
gloomy and superstitious tyranny of Philip IL, which had last

ed for forty-two years. During his roign the greatness of 
Spain began to decline. Ile left his counti-y bankrupt, and a 
prey to dissensions foreign and domestic. But her ambition 

was in nowise lessened:;, Pope .Alexander VI., in 1-:194, had 

settled tho dispute between the kings of Portugal and Castilo 
concerning their claims in A.mcrica, dividing their conquests 
hy a line running from pole to pole, three hundred and seventy 

miles west of the Azores; and, by his bull, confirmed to Spain 
the country west of that meridian. t In pursuance of this clairu, 
ancl the voyages of De Leon in 1512, De A.yllon in 1525, De 
Karrnez in 1527, and De Soto in 1538-although they had 
sailed only from Cape :B'lorida to Cape Catorce, or perhaps as 
high up· as the Soto de la :Marina-Philip II. of Spain issued 
a royal order prohibiting all foreigners from entering tl1e gulf 
of :Mexico, or any of the territories lying around it, under pain 

of extc11nination ! And this order was repeated to tho Span
ish colonial viceroys and governors, requiring its strict ob
servance and exccution.:J: 

* Encyclopredia Americana, articles l'<pain, Philip II. 
t lb., article Alexnn1ler VI. American Stnte Papers, vol. xii., p. '79. 
i Luis de Onis to tho secretnry of state. -lb., pp. 27, 31. llr. Adams, in reply 
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Here, then, in the settlement by La Salle, under the orders 
of his sovereign, and the monsh·ous pretensions of Spain, is 

laid the foundation of a controversy, which, being transferred 
from one party to another, is finully and for ever closed by the 
treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, made between the United States 

and :Mexico, on the 2d of February, 1848. 
'These facts, together with the jealousy and constant watch

fulness of the Spanish rulers in Mexico, will serve as a key to 

many of the events narratccl in this history. We will now 

return to the colonists on the Lavaca. 

to this letter of De Onis, says (p. 'iS): "Fnr more honornble would it be, sir, to 
the character of your nation anJ the credit of your government, t~ bury in the 
profoundest oblivion the memory of tha~ ntrocion~ order, tl1~n at th,s day _[I s_1 ~] 
to prod11cc it., for the purpose of bolstering up a title for wlnch you ha Ye in , nm 
rnnsncked the 1·ecords of the Spanish monarchy to discover u better snpporL" 

EXPEDITION TO TRE COLORADO. 33 

CII.A.PTER III. 

A.FTER the necc:;sary steps had Leen taken to secure the col
ony from the Iudiaus, J outcl was left in command of the fort, 
and La Su.He, with a cornpany of twenty men, set out, about 
the last of O.:itobel', 1(;85, on an cxpctlition to explore the coun
try. 'l'bc Belle was ordcrcu to the upper end of the bay, where 
she was slationcd, t.nd dircctc<l so to remain till further orders. 
La Salle, diviuing his company, some of them went down the 
Lav-aca in canoes, and he with the other:; crosseu over and de
sccnue<l to the hcatl of the Lay on the cast side. Herc be sent 
out five men in canoes to sound the bay, and ascertain how far 
the Belle could be brought up. Night coming on without their 
return, he went iu search of them, aud found on the shore, 
where they ii.au encamped, their mangled bodies-tho Indians 
having murdered them, perhaps while Ul;lcep. Giving his or
ders to the Belle, La Salle caused the canoes to be sunk in a 
small ernck; and each of the company having supplied his 
knapsack ,1 ith provisions, they set out on their journey. They 

travelled east as far as the Colorado. During this expedition, 
which lasted till nearly spring, La Salle doubtless explored the 
valley of the Colorado, and perhaps much of the surrounding 
country. At any rate, he must have satisfied himself that he 
was far from the .Mississippi. 

On his return, La Salle sent some of his men down to the 
VOL. I.-3 
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bay to search for the Delle, while wilh the others he returned 

to the fort, where they were joyfully received.* The next day, 

the party who had gone in search of the Belle, returned with

out having found any trace of the vessel ; nor had she been 

heard from hy any of those at the fort. 
In this condition of his affairR, destitute of means for sustain

ing the colony, cut off from all communication with the ci,ilized 

world, having wider his command a number of persons that 
were sowing the seeds of rebellion against his authority and 

perhaps his life, and surrounded by a treacherous and savage 

foe, La Salle determined upon the hold expedient of opening a 

communication with De 'fonti in Illinois. This required a te

dious and perilous journey of some two thousand miles over an 

unexplored waste, peopled by those who had never seen the 

face of a white man. 
Ha-ring resolYed upon the journey, La Salle left the fort un

der the charge of his faithful J outcl, and selected a company 

of twenty men to go ,,ith him. Among these were Father An

astase, Moragnet, his brother Cavalier, Bihorel, Le Clerk, Hu

rler, Nika the Canadian Indian, and Ileins, a sw·geon, and 

formerly a buceanccr.t Having made the necessary prepara

tions, they performed their devotions iu the chapel of the fort, 
and set out on their journey on the 22d of A.pril, 16s(j, They 

travelled in •a northeastern direction, and at the end of ten 

days reached the Colorado. Previous to this, however, they 

* Life of Ln Salle, p. Ul, et -«q. 
t From boucaner, to roost or broil flesh. This remarkable class of men, mnny 

of whom figured in the early history of Texas, first hegnu to nssocinte on the 
western coast of St, Domingo, in 1630, and lived upon wild cattle. They ronsted 
their meat like the Indians: hence the name given them. From •imple robbt!
ries, they extended their operations lo piracies on the sees. For a hundred and 
fifty years they swept the West India wnters of the Spanish galleons, nnd greatly 
annoyed the commerce of Englund and Frnnee. From these men ori!liunted the 
French settlements on the western half of St. Domingo. -Raynal: History of 
1,/ie Indies. 
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met with a. party of Camanche Indians having horses and sad
dles. Those that wcro mounted wore boots and spurs. This 

was proof that these Texan Bedouins had held intercourse with 

the Rpaniards of Mexico. Iu fact, at this early period the horse 

had been extensively introduced into Texas; and, as the Ca.. 

manches often rode them down, they abandoned them to graze 

on the prairies, or to die. Ilence, in a few years, the prairies 
abounded in mustangs. 

At this season of the year tlic Texan streams are always 

swollen, so that La Salle and his p~rty were greatly retarded 
in their journey. They were compelled to build rafts over 

brauchc:, which in other parts of the year are dry. They were 

hindered also by the necessity of killing and drying buffalo

meat for their sustenance. From the direction they travelled, 

they perhaps crossed the Colorado about Elliot's ferry. Here 

they changed their course more to the east, and, reaching the 

Brasos probably not far from Columbia, they found it full and 

running rapidly. La Salle, with part of his company, on a 

raft, were hurried down the stream until they were considered 

as lo:-t. They were two days crossing this stream ; and Father 
Anastase informs us that he carried his breviary in his cowl, 

to keep it dry. Ilaving all crossed over safely, they found 
themselves in a swamp, covered with canes and vines. They 

were engaged two days in cutting their way out. After reach

ing the fme prairies and open woods, they found their condi
tion more o.grceable. They soon fell in with the Cenis Indians, 

who treated them with great hospitality; indeed, the white 
race were, at fir~t, everywhere so treated by the Indians in 

Texas. This, the most numerous and civilized tribe of Texan 

Indians, owned a large extent of country: they occupied all 

the territory between the great prairie on the northwest and 

the gulf-coast, and from toward the Brasos to tho Neches. 
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Their centre of empire was not far from Cold Spriug, iu Polk 
county. What has become of this tribe, once the proud ally 
of the Camanche, and the hospitable retainer of the gallant La 
Salle? Tradition says that, after the settlement of Louisiana 

by tl1e French, the powerful tribes on the banks of tho Missis
sippi, dri,en west by those intruders, took refuge in Texas. 
They first encountered the Nassonites: those retreated to the 
north, and ga,e them a place to dwell. But, as oiher tribes 
were driYen out, they crowded on the latter. The fall of the 
Natchez, and the expulsion of the AJabamas and Choctaws, 
brouo-bt a further accession. Before this formidable host of 

I:> 

new-comers the peaceful Cenis retired to tho banks of the 
Trinity. IIcre they met, and on the left bank of this stream, 

some sevonty-:fi,e years ago, a great battle was fought, in which 

the nation of tho Ccnis was utterly destroyed. 
But, to return to La Salle. One of the Cenis ga,e J1im a 

horse to ride. Ile and his company were received and feasted 
by this tribe; and, after some trading, in which, among other 
thinas we arc informed that one horse was pw·chased for a 

I:> ' 

hatchet, and Father .A.nastaso was offered another for his cow], 

the ti-avellers pursued their journey. 
They soon reached the country of the Nassonites. Ilere La 

Salle and his nephew were attacked with fever, by which they 

were detained two months. On his recovery, ho found the 

stock of ammunition reduced so lo,\·, that he "'ould proceed 1:10 

farther. .As tho game they killed was their only means of sup
port, it was necessary to return to the fort on the Lavaca for 
powder. They reached the fort on the 17th of October, much 

wearied, and with but eight men. 
La Salle soon learned the history of what had transpired in 

his absence. The Indians had been troublesome, but had made 

no attack on the place. Duhaut had endeavored to stir up a 

LA SALLE'S LAST JOURNEY. 87 

mutiny, lmt the firmness of J outel a'lld the mild persuasions of 
Father ZenolJo had prevented it. The survivors of the Belle 

had come in, and reported that tlJC vessel had been stranded 
on the southern shore of the bay; that six of the men had been 

lost in a canoe while returning from the land in the night
some had died on board of disease, and others had perished on 
a raft-so that the remaining force was not sufficient to man
ago the ship, and thus she was lost. The survivors, saving 
themEel,es, with a few articles and provisions, and the clothes 

and papers of La Salle, landed from a raft on the strand, where 
they remained for three months. At length a canoe floated 
ashore, by means of which they were enabled to reach the fort. 
However, amid all tliis gloom, and the wasting away of the 
colonists, the Sicur Barbier and one of the maidens of the fort 
aliordcd them some pleasure hy a wedding. This was the first 
European marriage on the soil of Tcxas:x• 

From this time to the 12th of January, 1687, La Salle was 
preparing to start again on lus journey to the Illinois. He 
caused to be constructed a new store]1ouso, and made other 
provisions fo1· tho colony, which at this time consisted of about 

forty persons. 
Ile sclectc<l for his companions in this, his last journey, 

twenty persons, among them Father .Anai:itase, his two nephews 
~foraguet and Cavalier, his brother Cavalier the priest, Joutel, 
Dulrn.nt, L'ArchcYcquo de Marne, Ileins, Lictot, Tessier, Sn.got 
his footman, and Xika the Indian hunter. These arc all men
tioned because of the part they took in the tragic scenes which 
shortly after occurred. 

In tho fort were left some twenty persons, under the com• 
mand of the Sieur Barbier. On January 12th, haYing called 
them all together, and made known to them in au affectionate 

* Life of La Snlle, Pl'· lH, 115. 
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address the necessity of ihe journey, he set out. Ile took with 
him about five thousand dollars in coin and plate, ::mtl six thou
sand dollars' worth of goods.-o<· They found less difficulty in 

this their second journey on tho same route, from the fact of 

their past experience. Besides, they carried with them a por
table boat of bufl'alo-skins, and were assisted in crossing the 

streams by the kind-hearted Indians. They also furnished 

them with more horses. 
The party continued their journey till the 15th of March, 

when they came near to the spot where, on the previous tour, 
La Salle had buried some corn and beans. Previous to this, 
however, they hacl learned from the ·cenis Indians of a French
man named Rutcl, among that tribe, who had wandered from 
La Salle on the Mississippi in 1682, and had been liYing with 

these Indians ever since. Joutel went for him antl brought him 
to the camp. Ile was delighted with the idea of again return

ing to Europe. From tho route pursued, and the time they 

had been traYelling, they must have been, at this time, on the 

Neches river.t 

* Bossu, vol i., p. 84. 
t Dr. Sparks thinks they were on the waters of the Brasos.-Li/e of La Salle, 

p. 158, note. Others suppose they were on the Trinity. But all the circum
stnnc~s-the time, the direction, the fnet of finding Rutel, nnd the burying of 
the corn and beans (done, perhaps, when La Salle hnd turneJ bock on his pre,·i
ous journey)-go to show that the Inst days of this great di.scoverer were ~1,eat 
on the. ~eehee. There is yet another reason for this belief. At that season of 
the year (March~ the buffaloes were down in the timber, and the Indians nl~o 
in pmsuit of them. Hence, Ln Salle m~t more Indians on this ~econd tonr, nnd 
Nika had no '1iffieulty in finding buffalo. This was not the case on the Ilrnsos 
prairies. From time immemorial there was a great Indian trnil about in the 
course trn,·elled by La S,\lle, cro,;,ing the Trinity at the present town of Swart
wout. From the boggy nature of the soil in the spring, it is not unlikely that 
the travellers pursued this trail. It passed through the centre of the Cenis na
tion, and by the Indian uillage, oceupieJ by the Alubomas after the extinction 
of the Cenis. La Salle's camp wns on the opposite side of the river from the 
place where the meat was killed. !lad it been the Trinity or the B1•asos, horses 
could not., at that sea1100, hnvc been seut over for the rueat. 
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La Salle ortl.ered Duhaut, Ileins, Lietot, L' Archcveque, Tes

sier, Saget, and Nika, to go and bring away the corn and beans. 
They went to the place, l.mt the provisions were spoiled. In 
the mcantillle, Nika had killetl a supply of buffalo-meat, and 
Sagct was sent to ,get horses to carry it into the camp. La 
Salle directed his nephew )Ioragnet and De Marne to return 

with horses in company with Saget for the meat-to send back 
one loau for immediate use, aud io remain with the balance till 
it was dried. It appears that for some time there had been no 
goo<l feeling between Moragnet and Duhaut; at any rate, the 
former reproached the latter for having laid asitlc some pieces 
of the meat for himself and his company, and took them from 
him. Duhaut, having determined on revenge, brought Lietot, 
Heins, Tessier, and L'ArcheYequc, into the conspiracy. The 
next night, when Moragnet, Sagct, and Nika, were asleep, Lie
tot with a hatchet knocked them on the head. The Indian and 
Sagct died immediately. As )foragnet was not yet quite dead, 

the conspirators compelled Do Marne to finish him. Ilaving 
gone thus far, the mmderers were uneasy. They feared the 
just vengeance of La Salle, and immediately deliberated on the 

necessity of taking his life. Chance gave them an opportunity. 
Two or three days had elapsed, and La Salle became anxious 
on account of the absence of the pa1·ty. Perhaps they had 

been cut off by the savages, or had got lost, or had quarrelled. 
Ile inquired if there had been any ill feeling between his 
nephe\\' and any of the party. Such, at length, were his fore

bodings of evil, that he went him.self, with Father Anastase, and 

two of the natives for guides, in search of them, lea\'iug the 
camp under the command of Joutel. .A.ta distance of some 

six. miles he found tho bloody cravat of Saget, and saw buz
zards flying about the locality. Co~cluding the party were 

near, ho fired his gun. The conspiratprs, on the opposite side 
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of the river, hearing the report, and supposing it was La Salle, 
crossed over. Dul1aut and L'A.rchcvcque, seeing La. Salle ad

vancing, stopped. Duhaut hid himself in the high grass, a.nd 
cocked his gun. L'A.rcheveque advanced a. little farther, when 
La Salle saw and recognised him. "Where is Morangnet ?" 
asked La Salle. "Ile is lower down," replied L'ArcheYequc. 

A.t' that instant, Duhaut fired and shot La Salle in the head. 
He foll. .Anastase took him by the hand; he did not speak, 
but, pressing the hand of the holy father, expired:::- Thus fell, 

on the 20th of March, 1687, the Sicur de la Salle, a man of 
genius, fortitude, and courage. "The most unhappy thing for 

the memory of this famous man," says Bossu, "is, that he has 

not been pitied by anybody, and that the bad success that has 
attended his undertakings has gfrcn him the appearance of an 
adventurer among those who only judge from appearances. Ile 

has further been reproached with ncYer taking advice from any

body, and with having ruined his private affairs by his ob~ti

nacy."t 
HowcYer this may he, his discoveries hastened the settlement 

of New Orleans, and of Texas, as we shall see. 
Father .Anastase expected to follow his leader; but he was 

soon quieted by Duhaut, who toltl ltim that what was then done 

was an act of despair, and 1hat the death of ~Ioragnet was in 
re,cnge for former insults. Anastasc then dug the grave of 
his kind benefactor, and buried him with his own hands, and 

* Bos.su, vol. i., p. 83. Life of La Salle, p. 15'7. 
t "It is liLLle to the credit ofl<'raocc or of Louisiana," ~ays Bunner, "th11t nei

ther of them b1n·e shown the smnllest mnrk of respect to his memory. A lmet, 
placed by order of Congre~ in the rotunda of the cnpitol, is the only memorial 
of a roan whose enteq,rising genius aocl persevedng resolution merit Lhe highest 
honors."-Hitlol"y of J..ouiiia11a, p. 65. The some may he said of Texas. He 
made the first improvement on her soil, met first the rude shock of the Indian, 
built the first fort; brought to the country the first domestic cattle, wore himself 

out, and Wlll! buried within her borders. 
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erected a cross over his gra,c. The party then returned to 

the camp. 
J outel was not present when they came in. L' A.rcheveque, 

his friend, ran to inform him of what had occurred, aucl to say 
to him that he would be put to death if he expressed any dis
satisfaction. When he returned, Duhaut proposed that each 
should commancl by turns. He had, howc,cr, already takcfl. 
possession of the goods, coin, and plate. Those of the party 

not concerned in the murders took no part in affairs, but re
mained quiet. In the meantime, the conspirators quarrelled 
among thcmsclYcs: tbey could not agree as to the division of 
the spoils. From quarrclliug they proceeded to blows. Heins 
shot Duhaut in the head, a.nd killed him. Rutcl then firccl at 

Lictot, which, being followed hy two shots from other i,artics, 
they dcspatchc<l him. Thus, within a short time, these two 

assassins met with that punishment so sternly demanded by 

justice. 

The Indians were astonished and scandalized with these mur

<lcrs. J'hey looked npou these people, with some reason, as 
barbarians, whom the Great Spirit had clc·,otcd to self-destruc
tion. 

After the death of La Salle, Duhaut had determined to march 
back to the fort on the Lavaca, build a YGj>Sel, and return to 
the i\' est Indies; ancl, bcfoL"C hill own death, as al>oYc related, 
had actually return.eel as far as the Ccnis Indians. Joutcl,An
astasc, and Cavalier, had formed a secret design to continue 
the journey to the Illinois. To lull the su::;picions of Duhaut, 
they proposed to him to permit them to remain among the Ce
nis Indians. This he agreed to, but his death had changed 
the position of their affairs. 

After the death of the chief murderer, !Ieins took command, 

and engaged with the Cenis to go °\\'ith them to war. This he 



42 IIJSTORY OF TEXAS. 

did, leaving the friend$ of La Salle in camp till lns return. 

.A.fter many bloody ]Jattlc~, he returned, and consented that the 

party might proceed on their journey to the Illinois. Ilanng 

furnisbccl them•with a supply of ammunition and three horses, 

the company, consisting of scYen persons-Yiz., Joutcl, .A.nas

tasc, the two Carnlicrs, Tessier, De Marne, ancl Barthelcmy
dcpartcd, leaYing Ileins the buccaneer, arrayed in the scarlet 
uniform of La Salle, in undisputed command of the remnant of 

the party. 
Joutcl and 11is followers, procuring Indian guides, retraced 

their steps as far as their former journey. Thence, pursuing 

a northeast course, they crossed the Red riYcr at the Caddo 

village, and thence to the mouth of the .Arkansas, where they 

found some men, stationed by De Tonti, to greet their coming, 

antl giYc them !"uch aid as they might require. Resting a few 

days at this place, they returned to France, by way of the Il1i

nois and Quebec. Of this company, De Mame was drowned 

in Red rirnr, and Barthelemy remained at the mouth of the 

Arkansas; so that only five of the colony rctumccl to their na

tiYc land. 
Ilcins, having the goods, treasure, and uniform of La Salle, 

and the adrnntagc of firearms, doubtless held sway, for a time, 

on the l1anks of the Trinity. From his turbulent and restless 

spirit, :.tnd his love for human blood, we may infer that he in

volYcd the Ceni;:; in many wars with their neigh hors, destroyed 

their loYc of peace and agriculture, and laid the foundation for 

the ruin in which that great and powerful tribe was ultimately 

overwhelmed. 
When the Indians near the fort heard of the death of La 

Salle, and the dispcr;.:ion of his company, they attack.eel the 

fort, which they took1 and put all tho remaining colonists to 

death, except three sons and a daughter of :M. Talon, and 

I 
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young Broman: these they retained as prisoners.* Thus ended 

the first attempt to colonize Texas. 
Early in the spring of 1689, the chevalier de Tonti went at 

the head of a. consideraLlc force in search of the colony plautcd 

by his late friend. Ile probably penetrated the country as far 

as the Neches, but the desertion of his men compelled him to 

return without effecting his ol>jcct.t 

* The fote of those left in the fort is not very tlenr. The account of De Bar• 
cin js nltogether too artilicinl. It i< most probable that, of the prisoners retnineJ 
by the l111linns, n pm·t or all of them were afterward reclaim~d by the mi!l.siona• 
rie~, nn,l employecl ns interpreters. f\~e U1e exlrnct from the Glmmologital E,,3ay. 
of De Barcia, in n note lo Pl'of. Shea's trnnslatiou of Douuy'• Nun alive, p. 208. 

t Life of Ln Snllc, r- I 7 I. 
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Cll.A.PTER IV. 

EARLY in 1686, the mar<ptis of Laguna, then viceroy of 

Mexico/ -was informed, through the prize taken by the 8pan

iards from La Salle in the West In<lies, of the French expedi

tion ; hut its destination -was then unknown. It is probable 

that, in La Salle's first expedition into the interior of Texas, 

the Camanche Indians obtained a knowledge of his location, 

and comm1micated it to the Spaniards. At all eYents, the 

count of Monclorn, who entereu on the duties of the viceroy

alty in November, 1686, had immediate information of the fact. 

A. council of war was held, to delibemte 11pon the matter, and. 

to determine how they could most effectually carry out the 

royal exterminating order of Philip II.t A military post and 

settlement was established at liloncloYa; and Captain Alonzo 

de Leon was appointed to the command, under the title of gov

ernor of Coaquila. 

Captain De Leon was then despatched with a military force 

of one hundred men to scour the country and hunt out the 

French.:j: The expedition left lfonclo,a early in the spring 

* Lorenznnn's Ili•loria de .1/,jico, p. 28. 
t lb., p. 2~. De Onis to lli~ secretnry of state, January o, 1818. -American 

State Paper,, vol. xii., pp. 31, 208. 
:j: Cevallos to "lfessrs. Monroe nnd Pinkney. -lb., p, 298. The Spanish secre

tary is mistaken in saying thnl 3fo,ulo1•11 sent out this expedilion; for tho count 
de Galve entered U,e Yice1·oyalty on the 17th of September, 1688. -Historia de 
Mejico, p. 29. 

EXPEDJTIOX OF DE LEON. 46 

of 1689, and arrived at Fort St. Louis, on the Lavaco., on the 
22d of ..ipril. Two days after, he went down to the head of 

the bay, when he saw the wreck of the Belle. Learning from 

the Indians that some of the colonists wore still wandering 
about over the country, he vh;itod the Cenis naiiou.-:<- Ile was 

receiYed and trealerl by this people with the hospitality for 

which they were distmguishcd. Ile found here the notorious 
L'A.rchovequc and Grollct, and took them prisoners. They 

were sent to }Icxico, thence to Spain, whence they were sent 
back to ::\Icxico, auu condemned to the mine,;. 

Ilaving completed tho business of his expcuition, De Leon 

returued to his post, and reported tho facts to the viceroy: he 
spoke in high terms of the good disposition of the Indians, and 

suggested the propri~ty of the establishment of missions and 
military post~ over the country. This letter, dated on the 22d 

of lfay, was laid before the council of the viceroy; and, after 

deliberation, it wa:; resoh-ed to establish a mission at Fort St. 

Louis. A.ccor<lingly, in 1600, De Leon was seut again, -with 
one huu<lrecl and ten men aud sorne friars, and establi1.;hed at 

the fort the mission of San Francisco, so named in honor of St. 

Francis D'A.ssisi. The king of Spain, having infol'!nation of 

the:;e proceedings, issued his orders for the pacification and 

reduction of Texas, as he considered it of great importance to 

the security of his dominious iu New· Mexico. 

In 1691, Don Domingo Teran was apJJoiuted governor of 

Coahuila and Texas, with a salary of twenty-fh·e hundred dol

lars per annum, and proccetlod with fifty soldiers and seven 
* De Onis cnlls them .Asimais, anJ denies that De Leon found any of the 

French there; but the posilion he had taken in tl1e diAcu~sion required, a~ he 
thought, this denial. 

t Life of La Salle, pp. 175, l'IG. The nccount given by De Barcia, in his 
ChrM1ologicctl Essay, of the movement of Captain De Leon, is not reliable. Sc<J 
note to the Narrative of Fnther Douay, Dis,·overy a11d E;rploraliori of /M Valley 
of tl,e Mississippi, p. 208. 
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lay friars to establish missions and military posts. They took 

with them cattle, and seeds for planting; and c[ccted suttle

ments on the waters of Red river, on the Neche,i, and on the 

Guadalupe. But in a short time these infant colonies, as well 

as that at Fort St. Louis, began to decline. The Indians were 

hostile, the crops failed, and the cattle died; so that, in 1G93, 

they were all abandoned. These facts were eouununicated to 
the king: he was informed of the great expense incurreu, of 

the difficulty of controlling the Indians, anu it was recommend

ed tlrn.t the settlement of the province be postponed to a time 

when circumstances should offer more hopes of success:x• 

Concurrently with the mission of San Francisco, was estab

lished on the right bank of the Rio Grande, tlu·ee miles from 

the rircr, the mission of San Juan Bautista. This mission be

came a Spanish post of observation; it was erected into a pre

sidia; and, in after-tunes, when travel became freq_ucnt between 

Mexico and Texas, was on the great thoroughfare known as the 

"old San Antonio road." 

Thus Texas was once more without European settlers. Its 

abandonment was approved I.Jy the superior government in 

March, 1694. The post at El Paso, as l.Jeing on the route to 

the silver-mines of Santa Fl\ was still occupied; so likewise 

was the mission at the presidio, probably because of its conve

uience for trade with the Indians. 

The Uio Grande seems to have been discovered at three dif

ferent points by the Spaniards ; and, without knowing it to be 

the same stream, the discoverers gave it as many different 

* See Appendix No. 1. "Testimonio de un Pareecr dado en los auttos fechos 
en virtud de Real ceduln, en qe S. ;'IL Mnndn •c le informe sobre surUos obusos 
comettidos en la provincin de Texas en el Liem po que se expreesa; y tnmbien de 
un pnrnpbo de ottro Pnrecer dntlo en los proprios auttos, uno y ottro de! Senor 
Audittor Grnl <le la Guerra, Supp°'. Gov•0 • Ano de 1744."-Bexar Archive•, 
parapl1<> 25, 2ti, MS. Seiior Cevallos to Messrs. Monroe and Pinkney, Apnl 
l S, 1806. 
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names, which are used to this day. The discoverers of the 

river at Santa Fe, in the uorth of Mexico, called it the Rio 
del Norte; at the presidia, on account of its great width, they 

named it the Rio Grande; and at Reynoso, where the Indians 

were fierce an<l. warlike (Indios bravos), it was denominated 
the Rio Bravo:-:c , 

The Spaniards were, however, aroused from their supineness, 
by the vigor of the French of Louisiana. Louis XIV. had, by 

a cl1artcr, dated September 14, 1712, granted to Antl,ony Cro

zot the whole of Loui:::iana. The boundaries in the grant were 
iudefinite, yet sufficiently well expresRcd to give Crozat a claim 

• to the territory west as far as the Rio Grande. Crozat was a 

merchant. Ile had taken the grant on speculation, and wished 

to make the most of it. At his instance, Louis had appointed 

Lamothe Cadillac governor of Louisiana. Crozat had in view 
two great ol~jecls-one, the discovery of mines; tl1c other, a 

profitable trade with the northeastern provinces of l\foxico. t 
Ile accordingly so instructed the governor, requesting him to 

find an opening for his goods in Mexico, either with or without 
the consent or the Spanish authorities. 

Accordingly, in 1714, Cadillac sent out Iluchereau St. Denis, 

:• Testimonio de t'.n _P~rec_er, ~t.c., parnpho 9. Professor Shen (fli•tory of tlie 
.D,uo,•cry of the Jll,ss,s,ippt R11•cr, p. IS) say", "The Rio Gm,.de is eo called 
mcrdy because some on~ 111ist.ouk it for the grent river of De Soto." The Part• 
eer, nbove quoted, snys: "Deest.tn pr0Yinci11 de! Xncvo 3\lE:iico vnjn el Rio nom
brado d,I :Yort,, que venicndo dereeho el snr corre immediullo :i dichn c1tpitt11l 
de Santa Fe, Y nl expreesn<lo Ren! Preciclio del Pn~so. Dtspues t.uerse Ill ot·i~nt.t-e 
Y cortt~ nlguon pnrt~ clc In Xuern 'Viscayn de donde recive el Rio de Conchos'. 
Attrnv,esn luego 1;or '.1'~dio de, ln provincin de Conhuiln pnsnndo tres lt•gun~ mns 
:idelnuttc d~ su l ~ec1d10 de San Juan Dnupttistto, clnnuulo por ~llo del Rio 
Ora11de. T1ene nllt •!e nncho dicho R:io como un llirr de vnln de fueil, y mn• de 
,ma _vnra de p~ofund_1dnd, lnque _en tiempo de nvenid,d suele suber ne$f.t.ndo y 
mc<l10. Contt_mua siempre ,\ or1entte, y ~r11Mndo ,·eintle lcl!nns urns nlln de Jn 
front~ra de d1cho Nucvo Reyno, y de su Prcci<lio <le ~errt,lrn. <leRnl,un con nom
bre de Rio Bra,•o, pnr lit>rrns de Yndios Genttiles deseonoci<lns d~ Ios nuestros n 

t Gnynrre, llistory of Louisinon, pp. 110 125. • 
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a young man of noble family and great enterprise, upon an ex

pedition to Mexico. Ile was to proceed to Natchitoches, there 

to form an establishment to oppose the Spaniards, if they should 

be in that vicinity ; thence he was to proceed in the direction 

of New Mexico, and ascertain the practicability of opening com

mercial relations. Ile proceeded to Natchitoches, and left 

there a few men to form a settlement. With twelve men and 
some friendly Indians ho continued his journey, and in .A.ugust, 

1714, reached tho mission of St. John tho Baptist on the Rio 

Grande. Thev were received with hospitality by Villescas, 

tho commanda~1t of .the post; and, making known the object 

of their long journey, were requested to wait till their business 

was communicated to Don Gaspardo Anaya, the governor of 

Coahuila, and an answer returned. The governor, for reply, 

sent a guard, who seized St. Denis and Jallot his friend and 

surgeon, and cournyed them to the capital of tho province! 

Ilcre they remained in prison till, by the order of the viceroy, 

they were conducted to Mexico, and there imprisoned. .A.t the 

end of six months they were released, or, as some say, escaped, 

and after two years returned to Mobile, the then capital of 
Louisiana:>: St. Denis having courted and married the daugh

ter of the commandant of tho mission of St. John, it is likely 

that he made arrangements for smuggling. The influence ac

quired by St. Denis oYer the Texan Indians was considerable; 

and when t.bc Spaniards under Ramon, the uncle-in-law of St. 

Denis, cstal>lbhe<l themselves at A..dacs, the Indians were alike 

friendly with them. This all goes to sustain the assertion of 

Du Pratz, that the Spaniards were introduced there by St. 

Denis for illicit tl'ade. 

* Mr. Gnyni-rc hos mode an intereresting romance of these adventures of St. 
Denie.-America" State Paper", vol. xii., pp. 86 299, 316. Du Pratz, Hiatory 
of L!1:,isiatia, vol. i., p. 12. 
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At aH events, tlie vigorous movements of Crozat alarmed the 
duke of Linares,•:; thcu Yiccroy of )foxico, and steps were taken 

to occupy the cotmtry. Captain Don Domingo Ramon and a 

few soldiers and friars were sent to Texas to establish posts 
and missions. Thry came with St. Denis, who acted as guide. 

.A. new mission was cstaulishcd in place of that of St. Francisco, 

but lower down on the bay of San Bernard; and another among 
the Aclacs, a small trihe of Indians on the Arroyo Ilonda, and 

part of the great Caddo nation. This mission, protected hr a 
military poRt, was fifteen miles west of Xatchitoehcs, the Ilonda, 
a small creek, running about midway between them. Tl1c mis

sion of Dolores was established nearer the coast, and west of 

the Sabine, among tho Orquisaco Indians. The fort and mis

sion of San Antonio de Valerot was located on the right bank 

of the San Pedro, about three fourths of a mile from the pres
ent catholic church at San _\.ntouio; but, as a security against 

the Indians, and "for purposes of irrigation, it was afterward 

removed to the Ran Antonio rfrcr, a nolilo stream, which, only 
three or four miles above, breaks out, full grown, from the foot 
of the Guadalupe mountains. 

Shortly after this period, a small mission was established 

* llistoritt de Jfrjico, p. 33: "Por .Agosto de settc sienttos cnttorce llego nl 
Pnuncindo Precidio de! Rio Grande en Conhuiln Don Loui• [Hucb.ercau J de Snn 
Denis y Don Medar Jnlot con ottros dos :Frnnccses; y trnhidos a Mejico de orden 
de! excelenti&<imo Senor vi1·rey duque de Linares exivio nqui Son Denis pntlente 
de! _governndo: de la Mobila con focbn de 8epttembre del niio de trcce, pnrnque 
ven1ese con vewtte y quattro hombres a Texas, y comprnse nlli b11eycs-, caYnlJos 
y ottros ganndos para la colonin de In Luciana suponiendo se mn11tte11i,•n en 
Texas nu~stras rni8siones. Declnro San Denis, que havian venido en un,i pirn
qua desde 111 Mobila hnsta Nnchittos, donde havinn desembarcado, y que llegados 
a Texas, y no encouttt·ado alli ii los Espnfiolcs se bavinn vueltt.o los Eol.lados 
Frauceses, qut 'lnndose solo qunttro en los Texas. y que con los oltros tt•e• hnvin 
pasado hastla dicho Precidio de! Rio Gmnde. Expresso tambien que los Yndios 
Texas deceabnn, volbiesen los missioneroa Espniioles." - Tcstimo11iu d~ un Pare
ccr, etc., paraplio 26, MS. There is a considerable diff~reuce in the French nnd 
Spnnish nccounts of this affair. 

t After1vnrd remn·e.1 to t.he east of the San Antonio, nnd called the Alamo. 
VOL. l.-4 
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amo1;g the Xacogdoches Indians. Its location, at that time, 
wa below the present site of the hand:;ome to,~ 1 of Xacogdo
chc::, and near tho junction of the Baiiita an<l Xa11a. About 
the i:-an1c time was located a mission among the A.cs Indians, 
a111l uot far from the prc:-;ent town of ._an Augustine. 

Thus tho year 1715 may he considered the year of mi:-if:ions 
in Texas. 1-'rom thi,.. time may be dated its permanent occu
pancy by S1ini11. Sill' !tad wrc::tcd it from France, the rightful 
dir;coYcrcr and first po:::se~~or; yet, it must he admitted, i:-he 
had acquired full pos~es~ion. ~\s the policy of Spain allowed 
no curious tra"t"cllcr to 1,euetrn.tc her tcrritorie~, it is probal1lc 
the French did not fur :::omo years know tho extent of her tre:::
pa:-.es; nncl, if they t1id, they had much to do in the wars then 
pre,·ailing on the continent of Europe, and much in taking care 
of lheir other posse,,ion:::. 

Captain llon Ramon seem,. to ha Ye hocn the active laborer in 
the buil<liug up of these mission:,. Ile wa:, a great f:fforite 
with the Indians; they adoplc1l him as a Eon, and a:,;:;i,-;lc<l. liim 
antl his followers in their labors. The marc1uis de Aguago 
went to '1\:!xas, under tho order of the Yiceroy, as g0Ycrnor
gc11cral of the Xow Philippiucs (the name by which Texas wa,; 
then know·n), antl of Xew E~trcma<lurn.* 

·while Captain Dou Hamon was at thc.A.daes, he paid a friend
ly, i~it to the French at Xatchitoches. Ile with his followers 
were rcccin:d with groaii politeness Ly the commander, and. 
treated with hoi'pitality during their i:-tay. This, occuning 
shortly after the rctum of St. Deni:;, would !-eem to confirm 
the assertion of Du Prntz, that tho Spaniard~ had hecn intro
duced there by St. Denis, as prcvfously ob:;ervcd, for purposes 
of smuggling. t 

* Am~rie11n St11tc Pa[)<•'"", Yo!. xii., pp. SO, 299. 
t lb., p. 3C; Bos,u, 1·ul. i., p. St2.. 
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Tho fir.t efforts at forming sottlcmenb were humble enough. 
The lmil<ling<i were but temporary shelter:;, and rn<le cabins 
constructed by Ycrtical pieces planted iu the ground, with the 
spaces filled up with branches interlaced and thatched. Thus 
were fr:;t constrnctcd tho temporary cha1iol, ho:;pital, and the 
chvellings for the priests and officers. I.n a climate J<o mild 
ancl congenial: 110 great neee:::sity exbtod for further immediate 
arrangementf:. A. new force J1ad to be prepared autl lirought 
into rcqni:;itio11 to do tho drudgery of more sub;-;tautial im
pro,·cment~. The soldier;; and friars came not to perform 1110-

chnuicnl labor, but to put in operation the missionnry machine 
by wl1ich '-Ore to be wrought out of the wild Indian tribes 
lahorcril in abundance. 

The Indianl', unaccu:;tornod to 1mch scenes, looked on with 
plea::-urc and a:;loni,,.hment at these rude structure,. Indeed, 
imch wa~ their good nature, and tl1eir desire to 1,Icase the ne,v
eomcrs, that tl1cy, at first, voluutarily a~:-istctl in the work. 
Small J1rc1icnt.-, kind looks, and. opening hopes, were to them 
a. sufficient reward. 

Thus matter;; i:t.ood for some time, the Spaniards being in 
the quiet possession of Texas, though it was not thou known 
by thnt name. The narnc, in fact, is i1n-oh-c<l in ob~curity. 
The i::tory, fir:--t puhli:::hed hy Dou Luis do Onis in 1818°'+-that 
on the vi. it of .\lonzo de Loon to the A-Simais (Cenb) Indians 
in luSil, they rcccfrod him with the greatest kind11e:;,, and 
called him aud hi~ followers " Tc.rns,'' which in their language 
Hignifies fricnds-i::., no doubt, fimciful. The country was 
known for many year:; after this period as the "1Yew Phi/ip
pinrs," and was so dcc:cribcd in official pap,~rs; autl so late as 
1744, in a report made to the Spanish government of tho con
ditio:1 of this country, the writer says that the ton itory on tl1c 

* Americ~n State Paper:i, vol. xii., r, SI. 
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Neches is called Tr::1:as:* La IIarpc, in his lotter to D'.A.lar

connc, dated Nasonitc (eai:;tern 'l'exas), July 8, 1719, calls it 

the province of Las Tekas ;t and this is the first mention of 

the name in any works made public. It may have been tho 

appellation of some petty tribe of Indians liYing in eastern 

Texas; or it may he of Spanish origin, and applied to tho light 

structures of the Indians on the Keches.f 

•:. Bexar Archi\'ea, ::11:5-., parop!to 21: "Cicntto settentta y dos leguas di dicho 
Precicliu de Snn Antonio ,,,tta cl pnrnje nombrado propriamenttc Tera•, Asinnye, 
o Kechns." .As this wo• on the Snn Antonio ron<l, it must have been the )found 
prairi<', lately oceupietl by ~r. Bradshaw, that was known as Tua,,, and which 
gave nnme lo the culirc country. 

t American StnUl Pnpers, vol. xii., p. 107. 
; 'J'eja, plural Trja.,, in allusion to the covering of their tents or wigwams. I 

am indebted to Ch. Gnyn1·re, Esq., for this saggestion. 
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CIIA.PTER Y. 

A.~1Emc.a., as a missionary field, was not, in its early sctllc

ment, a place to be desired. In some parts, where tho precious 
metals alioundcd, and fortunes were readily ma<lc, tho worldly

mincled herald of the cross could find somewhat to tempt him; 
but, with this exception, it was a vast, unexplored region, but 

thinly peopled by a strange and degraded race, who were ut
terly ignorant, not only of the moral code of elevated society, 

but even of the rights of property. As Christianity and chili
zation must necessarily flourish together, the Indians had to 

ho ci,ilized as well as converted. They were to be taught to 
love Gou more than their hunting-grounds; to forgiYe their 

enemies, and not to scalp them. These teachings were to be 

the result of infinite patience, constant prayer, a living faith, 
an upright walk, and, as God works through instrumentalities, 

a, previous mental culti.atiou. Who, then, was sufficient for 
these things? _\. new country had been occupied. Iler vast 

prairies and woodland::;, beautifully blended, lay smiling before 
the strangers. At that age, tho missionary operations in Amer

ica, with tho exception of the English colonies, were carried on 
liy the Jesuits, Dominicans, and Franciscans, the throe princi

pal orders of p1·eachers of tho Roman catholic church. These 
order,:, though deriving authority alike from tho papal sec, were 

essentially diifo1·ont. Tho Jesuits were pofahed, choc1·ful, and 
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courtly; the Dominicans, as preachers against heretics, were 

gloomy and fanatical. From the time of St. Dominic, they 

found dangerous rivals in the Franciscans, with whom they 

divided the honor of ruling church and state until 1G40, when 

the shrewd and learned followers of De Loyola superseded 

them in directing tho education and politics of the Ohl World. 

The Franciscans are a religious order founded by St. Fran

cis d'A.ssisi, in 1208, at Xaples. The order was distinguished 

by absolute poverty and the renunciation of worldly pleasures. 

Its original object was the care of the spiritual interests of the 

people, so much neglected by the secular clergy of that age. 

The founder prohibited his followers from possessing any prop

erty, nor were they to make learning and the polite accom

plishments their study. The rule of the order, sanctioned hy 

the pope in 1210 and 1223, destined them to hog and to preach. 

Responsible to no one but the pope, they had many privileges, 

and their numbers were soon so increased, that they filled thou
sands of monasteries. The rules of poverty became relaxed, 

and their convents produced many learned men. The popes 

Nicholas IV., .Alexander V., Sixtus IV. and V., and Clement 
XIV., were from this order. 

The Franciscans became divided into different sects, yet had 

a common general. The Alcantarines, or those who followed 

the reforms introduced by Peter of Alcantara, flourished in 
Rpain, and, with the conquerors of Mexico, many of them came 

ornr to America, and founded missions and convents.* A.mong 
others, the con-vents of Quaretaro and Zacatecas, established 

early in the seventeenth century, furnished the missionaries 

destined to introduce to the sa,ages of Texas the knowledge 

of the true God.t 'l'hcsc fathers observed strictly the rules 

* Eoeyclopre,lin Americnnn: nrt icles Frafl':i~cans, .Dominicana, Jcsuita. 
t Letter of Bi~hop Odin, of April O, 1S58. M . 

.. 
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laid down by their founder: they went with their feet cm. ·ely 

bare; a coarse woollen frock, with a cord round the waist, to 

which a rope with a knotted scourge was suspended, formed 
their common dress. Their monastic ,ows prohibited them 

from holding either real or personal property, and also from 
familiar intercourse with the other sex, and required an entire 

compliance with the rules of the order and the commands of 
the superior:>; 

In Texas, in 1715, such men could well keep their vows of 
poverty and self-denial. But they had before them a work to 
be performed, whicl1, without hope of future reward, and a 

strong faith in heaven, none could have the heart to undertake. 

As beggars, the Indians had nothing to give, and in this a,o

catiou far outstripped their ghostly instructors! As preachers, 
they had almost insuperable difficulties to meet and o,crcome. 

They had to learn the language of the natives ; to domesticate 

and civilize them; to teach them the nature of property, its 

value, and the mode of acquiring it. But, what was most im
portant, the Indian was necessitated to unlearn all that he had 

pre,·iously acquired. Ilis wandering life must cease; he must 
henceforth have a home, an<l a place of worship. Ilis mani
tous, as numerous as the object~ around him, must all give 

place to the idea of one great .i:llanitou-the Creator. IIis 

passions must be subdued; his habits, manners, and his entire 
nature, changed. t "Nothing is more difficult," says Father 

* Encyclopredia Americnnn, article Mcma~tic Vowa. 

t The ingenious argum~nt adopted by Father Mermet to convince an Indian 
of the existence of n God is worthy of repetition. The Indian wns n 111edfrinc
ma11, and worshipped the buffalo, as hi• grnnd ma11ilou. As the Lutfalo wns not 
immortal, the Indian wag insen~ibly led to admit that it was not the nnimnl he 
worshipped, but the tpirit of the Luffnlo, which was under the earth, nod ani
mated nil butf1tloes. 

.l[ermel. Iluve not other animals-the bear, fo1· instance-n manitou. nleof 
Indian. Certainly. 
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J)larest, " than tho conversion of these Indians; it is a miracle 

of the Lord's mercy. It is necessary first to transform them 

into men, and afterward to labor to make them Christians."* 

This work was undertaken in Texas hy the patient followers 

of St. Francis. Tl1cy had not the liberty of the J csuits, in 

not being restrained by the formalities of a tedious recitation 

of prayers, but, under all cii·cmnstanccs, at oft-recurring times, 

were bound on their consciences to repeat them. n was au 

important ohjcct to keep the Indians together long enough to 

make au impression on their minds. But the Indian must be 

fed; his only means of support was by fishing, and the chase; 

he knew no other. To maintain him hy agriculture, he must 

labor in the field; and this labor must be compul:,ory, for lazi

ness is a leading feature in the character of an Indian. "Upon 

such a hai;is, then, "·ere laicl down the rules for the government 
and instruction of the red man . 

1'he establishments thus formeu in Texas were known as pre
sidios,t or missions. There was a mission at each presidio; 

but many missions were without soldiers, at least in any con

siderable numbers. Each presidia was entitled to a command

ant, and the necessary officers for a command of two hundred 

and fifty men; though, from rnrious circumstances, the numher 

eoustantly Yaried, and was generally less. The troops were 

inferior, badly clothed, iL1lc, and disorderly. The buildings 

were erected arouncl a square, or pla::::a de armas, and con-

J[Ptmd. If this be so, then men ought also to have a ma,iitou which animates 
tlwu, 1 

lmlirw. Xothing can he more certain. 
Jlm,ut. Th11t is sufficient for me to convict you of having but little reason on 

your ,i,le; for if man be the mn.,ter of nil the animals-if he kills them, if be 
euts them-then it is necesgary that the M«nilo1< which animates the man 
shoul<l nlso be the 1Inste,· of nil the other manitous. - Kip, p. 202. 

* Letter of F11lber n1nrest, November 0, 1712. lb., p. 193. 
t Presidio, a garrison of soldie1·1!. 

• 
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sisleu of the church, dwellings for officers, friars, and soldiers, 

with storehouses, prisons, &c. The size of the square depended 

on the population, the strength of the force intended to be sta

tionetl there, and also upon the extent of the district dependent 
on the presidio. Iluts were erectecl at a short clistance from 

the principal edifices, for the comerted Indians. The unmar
rictl or either sex were placetl in septu·ate huts, and at night 

locked np by the friars, who carrieu tho keys. They eucour
agcu chastity among the Intlians, antl punishccl its Yiolaiion by 

puhliu or private whipping, as the offcntler was a male or a 
female.➔:• 

Forts were crecteu near the presidios, and sometimes the 
church was fortified. 'l'hc civil auu military authority was 

uniteu in the commanuaut, which, in some matters, was subor

ilinate and in others superior to tho ecclesiastical power. The 

principal duty of the military was to repel the inYasion of the 

wild ludiaus, and to suppress the rebellious spirit of the con

verts. The Indians were well feu, clothccl, and cared for; 
their labors were not heavy; anu, in these particulars, they 
conlu not complain. But they were compellccl Lo perform cer

tain religions cercmon.ies before they coultl undorstancl auything 

of their meaui.ng. Sunury rules were laid tlown for their eYery 

motion, a cloparturc from which was se\·erely punished. It was 

this tyranny over tho minus ancl bodies of tue Indians that en

feeblcu and wasted. them. They were willing to forego tl1e 

food autl raiment of the mi~sioni;, for the sublime scenery of 
the vast prairies, the liberty of roaming unmolested o,er them, 

antl chm,ing the buffalo and the d.cer. Freedom, clear to all, 

is tho iclol of the Indian. Ile worships the liberty of natlll'e. 

-~ Kcunccly, vol. i., p. 2.2-1, ct xeq. Forbes, in his bi.tory of Cnlifornin, is too 
seveN upon the Franciscans. Compnrc<l with the cruelty of lhe Spnniords and 
Dominicnus in South America ond l\Iexico prop~r, the discipline of the Frnncis
cnns was tolerable . 
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When restrained from his loved haunts, he pines, and sickens, 
and dies. Had the Franciscans, like the Jesuits on the lakes, 
gone with their flocks on their hunting-excursions, joinc<l them 

in their feasts, and praised them for their skill in the chase, 
they would have met with greater success. But the J csuits 
possessed a twofold adnmtage: they had the power of dispen
sing with tedious and uninteresting prayers and ceremonies; 
and they also enjoyed the aid of the cheerful, talkative, open
hearted French :-X· while the Franciscans, without such dispen
sing power, were ~ike,l'isc bound to co-operate with the gloomy, 
suspicious, and despotic Spaniards. 

We arc not informed respecting the daily round of spiritual 

and temporal duties performed by the eonvcrtccl Indians of the 
Franciscan missions, but presume they ,verc not ,cry different 
from those described by Father iiarcst as practised among the 
Illinois in 1712. "Early in the morning," says he, "we as
semble the cateclwmens at the church, when they have prayers, 
they receive instrnction, and chant some canticles. When they 
have retired, mass is said, at which all the Christians assist, 
the men placed on one side and the women on the other; then 

they have prayers, which arc followed by giving them a homily, 

after which each goes to his labor. W c tllcn spend om· time 

in visiting the sick, to give them the necessary remedies, to 

instruct them, and to console those wlio are laboring under any 
affliction. In the afternoon, the catechizing is held, at which 
all are present, Christians and cateclmmens, men and children, 
young and old, and where each, without distinction of rank or 

* Don Joseph de Gorrnez, •peaking of the intercourse of the French with the 
Indians in 1'744, says: "Posehen en llodae, muchos precidio", crecidos pueblos, 
numerosas naciones de Yndios con quienes facihnentto congeoian rayanclosse y 
pintandose como illos los rosttros hal,lnndo sos idioma.o., asislliendo a sus l,aylns 
casandose con los Y ndios, y rescattando pieles por bujerios, cuchillos y armas 
de fuego aque son mui propensos los Y ndios." -Teslimonio de 1m Parecei·, &:c., 
parapho 13. 
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age, answers the questions put by the missionary. .As these 

people have no books, and arc naturally indolent, they would 
shortly forget e 10 principles of religion, if the remembrance of 
tl1em was not recalled by these almost continual instructions. 
Our visits to their wigw·ams occupy the rest of the day. In 
the evening, all assemhle again at the church, to listen to tho 
instructions which arc giYen, to have prayers, and to sing some 
hymns. On Sundays and festivals they add to the ordinary 

exercises instructions which are gi,cn after the vespers ..... 
They generally encl the <lay by pri.ato meetings, which they 
hold at their own residences, the ruon separately from the wo
men; and there they recite the c!tapelet with alternate choirs, 
and chant the hymns, uutil the night is far adrnnced."1:-

If to these duties we add the sacraments and confessions, we 
need not be surprised that the neophytes sometimes fied from 
the missions, and resumed the war-whoop nnd tho chase. At 
the French missions among the Incljans, the apostates were 
won )Jack by persuasion. Not so among the Spaniards : the 
troops at hand pursued them, and, if taken, they were com
pelled to return-when, in addition to a severe whipping, they 
were obliged to do penance. 

The Franciscan fathers made regular reports of the success 
of their missions to the superior, and the latter to the general 

of the orucr. On these reports depended to a great extent the 
favor shown tho missionaries; lience they were excited to zeal 
in their efforts to make converts. Not content with the fruits 
of persuasion and kind treatment, they made forays upon the 
surrounding tribes. The soldiers performed this duty. The 
prisoners taken, especially the young, were trained alike in 
the mysteries of the Christian faith and of agriculture.t To 

* Kip, p. 204. 
t IIuml>oldL Indians who did not know how to make the &igu of the cross 

were call 1d Yndios bravos; those in the miesions were termed Yndios red11cidos. 
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effect their training, they were diYided among the older and 

more deserving Indians of the mission, who held them in ser

vitude until they were of an age suitable to marry. At tho 

proper time this rite was faithfully performed, and thus there 

grew up a race of domestic Indians around the missions. 

To add to the strength of the missions and the number of 

the conYcrts, reliaLlc Indians of these establishments were sent 

out among their wild brethren to bring them in. This was 

sometimes done by persuasion, and sometimes hy deception 

and force. llowcYcr, tl1cy were brought to the missions, and 

incorporated among the learners and workmen of the fold. 

When wo call to mind the fanaticism and ignorance of that 

age, and the important fact that the Indians who remained 

long in the missions became grcntly attached to their spiritual 
guides and the form of their worship, we must admit that these 

pioneers of religion deserved some praise. Their toils and 

prirntions evinced their faith-their patience and humility 
should satisfy tho world of their sincerity. 

Until tho present century, the catholics did more for the 
cause of missions than tho protestants ; and if, a century and 

a half ago, they committed fatal errors in their religious enter

prises, it is no more than has since been done. Tho fate of 

the aboriginal races of the Xew World, and oven of tho Pacific 

islands, is peculiar. A well-defined instance of any tribe or 

nation that has been civilized, wilhout a total or partial de

struction of its people, can scarcely be prodnccd. This m::i,y, 
to somo extent, Le attributed to tho vices introduced by the 
friends of the missionarios:X· 

Ilowever objectionnl,le we mny consider U1e Frnnciscan mode of reduci?ig the 
Indians, it is perhaps lcsd so thun the .American plnn of depriving them of their 
lands, nnd then lrnntiug them down like wild beasts. 

* Dr. Hushinburger, Voynge of the Pencock, 1S32; Captnin Wilkes's Journal; 
Robertson's History of Americn, book Yiii. Dr. Robertson sny, th:it, "11fter the 
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.As much of the ill success of tho missions resulted from tho 

regulations of the Spanish government in regard to tho Indians. 

it may be well that we should refer to them. These regula

tions for the goYernment nnd instruction of the natives of Span

ish _\.merica emanated from the '' council of tho Indies," and 

were sent out for obserrnnco as laws sanctioned by tho king. 

They were based upon the conclusion of the council that all 

the JJeoplc of tho New Worlu were marked out by the inferi

ority of their minds for scnitudc, whom it would be impossible 

to instruct or improve, except continually under the eye of a 

mn,,tor. Yet, as experience suggested the modification of these 

regulations, thoy were so altered from time lo time, until 1542, 
when, by a decree of Charles V ., the Indians were restored to 

a nominal freedom. .A tax, however, of one dollar each was 

lc,ied upon all males between eighteen and fifty years of age, 

three fourths of which wont into the royal treasury, and the 
other fourth was applied to tho payment of the salaries of local 

officers and parish expenses. They were also subject to a cer

tain Yassalage, similar to tho former tenure by serYice in Eng
land.* '!'his ,assalagc consisted in the liability of the Indian 

Jnpso of two centuries, during which the Inuians have been members of the 
church, so imperfect nre theit· nt~ainmenL~ in knowledge, that very few possess 
such a portion of spiritual discernment a~ to be deemed worthy of being admit
ted to the holy communion."-p. 865. But see I.is note, p. 181, ed. 18315, New 
York Tho resident prie,t nt the ::;,m Jose mission, in 1807, in a conversation 
with Cnptnin Pike, said that "it appenred to him tlrnt the Indians could not 
exist under the shadow of the whites- ns the nations who formed the San An
tonio missions had been nm·tured and taken nil the care of that it wna poMible, 
and put on Ule snmo fooling ns the 1'\pnninrds; yet, notwithstanding, they had 
dwindled nwny, until the other two missions (San .Tua,o Oapestrana nod La 
Purisima Oo1tcepcio1i) hnd become entirely depopnlated, and the one where he 
resided hnd not then more than sufficient to perform hi~ household labor. From 
this he had formed an ide" thnt God never intended them to form one people, 
but tbnt they should nlwnys remain distinct and separate."-Pike's Expedilio>t, 
.Appendi:t:, p. 33. 

* Robertson's Ilistory of America, pp. 115, 116, 857, 858. Rccop. de Leyc, de 
la& Jndias, lib. vL, tit. v. 
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to labor a certain number of days for his patron or the king in 

the fields or in tho mines ; and, although the time wa:; limited 

in Mexico to six days in tlie year, yet such was the distance 

of this degraded people from the head of the government, such 

the disregard of the laws, and such the cupidity and inhumanity 

of the patrous and ago'lts of the crown, that, the term of senieo 

was generally evaded, and the Indians treated with great cru

elty:* This labor was grat,uitous; yet, in tho meantime, the 

Indi::tns hccame debtors to their patrons, and were compelled 

to continued ser,ice under pretence of payment: hence origi

na.ted a species of ser,itude called peonage. The peons in

creased to ~nch an extent, that the patrons made no oltiection 

to the abolition of the 1'ystcm of encomicndas; for Io.bor was so 

cheap, that it cost little or nothing. 

In addition to the capitation-tax levied from the Indians 
' 

they were subject to tithes, marriage-foes, :1nd other payments, 

drawn from them hy the church. ~till further, the Indians 

paid large sums for the bull of Cru::ado. This papal hull is 

published ernry two years, and grants to the purnhaser an ab

solution for past offouccs, besides the p1frilege of eating certain 

prohibited articles of footl during religious fasts. The elo

quence and zeal of the mouks were employed in the Hale of 

these pardons, and, such was the credulity of the people of 

Mexico, that few failed to purchase. The price varied from 

ten dollars to twenty-fi\'c cents, according to the condition of 

tho purchaser and tho privileges granted. t 
At the period of which we write, the clergy of New Spain 

were inferior to that class in Europe, in both morality and in-

* ~n Xew Spnin, or )fexico,. the number of Indians was so great, that only 

four m the hundred were rcqu1rc,l lo lnhor at n time. Thi~ term of service wna 

called tanda. -Robertso,.'3 Jli.,tory nj America: note, p. 1'70. 

t Lelte~ of ~oel ll PoinsP.t_t, American SLate Pnp~n,, vol. iv., p. 326, ed. 1834. 

Robertson i History of .Amer1c111 book viii., p. 3S ! : note 195. 
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telligence. With the exception of the J csuits, and the higher 

functionaries of the church, the entire clergy of :Mexico wore 

not only destitute of the virtues ucce:;sary to their station, but 

were in every respect profligate. Some of them, disregarding 

their vows of purnrty, tnmcd merchants; others, forgetting 

their otlt.hs of chasliiy, indulged in the grossest licentiousness. 

It was in rniu that the civil authorities attempted to correct 

thet-o abuses. The clergy helu an ignorant antl credulous peo

ple mH.ler their control, and charged the governors with hos

tility to religion. The church triumphed; aud those corrup

tions continued to increase, until the inhabitants of Mexico 

ceased to Yeneratc the monastic orders. 'It was then only that 

King Ferdinand YT. promulgated his decree prohibiting the 

regular or monastic clergy from taking charge of the parishes, 

but limited this right to the secular clergy:* 

Pope Alexander YI., in 1.i0l, granted to the crown of Spain 

all the newly-dbcoveretl countrie:; iu .America, on condition 

that proYision should he made for the religious instruction of 

the nati,·cs; anu Pope Julius II:, three years afterward, con

ferred on Fenliuund and his sncco:,sors the right of patronage, 

and the disposal uf all church benefices. These grants of the 

pope~, made at an early day, con:;titutetl the king of Spaiu the 

head of the church, and gaYc him the ab~olute control of its 

vast rcrcnues. 'l'his fact is rcfcrreu to here, because of the 

influence it had, and still continues to have, in the re,olutions 

of ~Icxico. t 
Such were the rules and regulations for the government of 

the Indians, and such their condition, as ah;o that of their spir

itual instructors, in 1715. Of course, these regulations could 

* Ml!. Fr.:zier, Acosttl, Gentil, and others, zealous Cl\tbolic.•, admit and deplore 

these corruptions. Tbe Jecrce or Ferdiunnd is d11te,l in 1757. -Robert,on', Hu

lorl of America, book ~iii., p. 308. 
i So ar,,000, La1£a nj tlte I11diu, vol. ii., p. 496, et 1tq. 
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not apply to wihl Indians (Yndios bravos), but only to the 

converted Indians C'liidios teducidos). The tlu·ec classes of 

the inferior or working clergy consisted of-curates, or parish

pricsts, in the Spanish settlements ; teachers of Christian doc

trine, hanng charge of those districts occupied by the convert

ed Indians; and. missionaries, whose duty it was to go to the 

countries of the wild Iud.ians, and., by persuasion and other 

means, to bring them under the protection of the government, 

and impart to them a knowledge of their Creator. The church 

of New Spain, in other respects, was organized as that of the 

mother-country, haYing its archbishops, bishops, deans, &c. 

The ceremonies, the solemnities, and the pomp of the Roman 

catholic worship, were fascinating. To the natives, who neYcr 
reflect, or conccirn an abstract idea, the sublime spiritual truths 

of tl1c gospel could not be taught. Only through the senses, 

by means of striking emblems, could they learn a few simple 

truths.* 
The missionaries, wllile engaged in converting the wild In

dians were not unmindful of their owu comfort and that of the 
' missions. The labor of the natives was employed in agricul-

ture, in raising stock, and in erecting large and convenient 

edifices, by which means the fathers were not only enabled to 

live agreeably themsch-cs, lmt could extend the hospitalities of 

the missions to travellers and friends. 

* Robel't.son's Ilistory of America, book iv., p. 160. 
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CIIAPTER VI. 

ON the return of St. Denis to :Mobile in 171G, another expe
dition was started to ~Icxico. Three Canadians, De Lery, La

freniere, and Beaulieu, had charge of it. 'l'hey carried a con

siderable amount of merchandise. Bllforc they reached Xatchi
toches, St. Denis overtook them. Ile had left his wife at the 

mission of St. John, on the Rio Grando, and wished to sec her. 

After JH'OYiding thcmselrns with mules and horses, they set out 
on their march. On reaching the confines of tl1e Cenis (A-Si
mais) nation, they rested a few days, and laid in a new supply 

of provisions. Again on their way, St. Denis loft Jiis company, 
and. hurried on to rejoin his wife. He took with him a few 
travelling-companions and some goods. Ou reaching tho mis

sion, which had hccu raised. to a presidia, l1is goods were seized 
by the Spanish authorities; and he set out for the city of Mex
ico, to see the viceroy, and ha,·c them restored. But tho new 

viceroy, the marquis of Valero, who had entered upon his office 

on the 10th of August, 1716,·lE- was not so favorably disposed 

toward Rt. Denis as the kind-hearted Linares ltad been. St. 

Denis was cast into prison, where he remained a month; but, 

at the intercession of' his wife's relations, he was released, and 
ultimately had his goods solu and paid for. The money was 

paid to an .agent, howcvcl', who rau off with it. St. Denis, in 

VOL. l. -5 
* Jiistoria de ,Jf,jico, p. 31. 
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trying to get it restored, had used some harsh and threatening 
language; and referred to ]1is influence with the Indian tribes 
in Texas, and how he would use it against the Spaniards set

tled there. This coming to the cars of the viceroy, he was 
again thrown into prison; but, through the assistance furnished 

by the friends of his wife, be made his escape, traversed the 

country to the presidio of St. John, took his wife with him, and 

at last safely J'eached the capital of Louisiana.-K· 

The remainder of his company, on reaching the presidio, and 

learning what had occurred to St. Denis, and that he had gone 

to the city of llcxico, were alarmed for their own merchandise. 

To secure il, they intrusted it to the care of the monks of St. 
John, and ultimately sold it on credit; but, in the meantime, 

11earing that St. Denis was imprisoned in Mexico, they did not 

wait for payment, hut fled to Louisiana. Thus ended the sec

ond attempt of St. Denis to establish a trade with the Span

iards through Texas. If he was not successful, it was not for 

want of enterprise on his part, nor was it on account of the 

great virtue of the Spaniards. Ile did them one good service: 

he laid ont the great thoroughfare through Texas, known as 

the San Antonio road, which, first travelled in 1714, has been, 

for a hundred and forty years, the great highway of travel for 

pleasure and business, for plunder and war.t 

Crozat, having failed in his Louisiana speculations, surren

dered his charter on the 13th of .Augnst, 1717; and, in the 

month following, the colony of Louisiana was transferred to 
the" Company of the Indie~," controlled by the notorious John 

Law.f 

* Gnynrrc, History of Louisinnn, vol. i., pp. 191, 1!)8, 2·12. 
t It seems tbnt Cnptnin Alonzo De L,•on tlrst trnvelled and marked out the 

La Bnbin rood, from the !niter point to the then Indian town of Texns ot U1c 
:Mound prairie, in 1690. 

i Gnynrre, Ili~tory of L 'llisinun, vol. i., p. l(lS. 
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In December, 1718, war was declared by France, under the 
l cgent duke of Orleans, against Spain. -x• The news reached 

the French colony of Louisiana in the spring of the next year, 
when hostilities to a limited extent were carried on between 

the French and Spanish settlements in Texas. The French 

government had anticipated this, by sending ont the previous 

year some recruits for the stations and settlements. One hun

dred and forty-eight bad been apportioned to Natchitoches, 
which, before then, had but a small guard. 

On the receipt of the news of the declaration of war, the 

French immediately proceeded with such force as they could 
raise at Xatchitochci::, under the command of La Harpe and 
St. Dcuis; and, <lriving before them the Spaniards at A.dues, 
Orquizaco, Aes, and Xacogdoches, pursued them to the post 

of Bexar. In the meantime: the marriuis de .Aguayo, governor

general of Xcw Estrernadura and the :New Philippines, offered 

his se1Ticcs and purse to the Yiceroy to repel the French. Ile 

collected a mountecl force of firn hundred men, and set out on 

his march ; hut the French had retreated, and, when he arrived 
at ,\daes, they were safely in their quarters at Natchitoches. 
De .Aguayo brought with him the parties composing three of 

the mi~sions that had retreated before the French, which he 
re-cstalilished-namely, Orquizaco, Adacs, and Aes-lea,ing 

a. force at the garrison of Xuestra Senora del Pilar, seven 
leagues from :Natchitoches, for theit· proteetion.t The mar

quis then returned to San Antonio, and Captain Don Ramon, his 

sccoml in command, to the presidia of the Rio Grande. De 

Aguayo engaged in the improvement of San Antonio, and laid 
down plans for durable missions. 

* Elliot•~ Diplomntic Code, vol. i., p. '1. 
t American Stnte Papers, vol. xii., p. 300. Tc3timo11io <le un Parecer, &o,, 

parup/10 31. 
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In the meantime, tho Yiceroy Valero appointed Don Martin 

d' Alarconne, knight of the order of St. Jago, governor of 

Tex.as. Ile entered upon his duties in 1718. Tho missiona

ries complained to him, after tlie return of Do Aguayo, that 

there were not sufficient troops, and that the government of 

Texas was in eYery way badly provided. Alarconnc, with a 

view to mend matte~·s, d_emanded one hundred and sev-cnty-fivc 

additional soldiers, toget.ber with money and implcmcnts:l, 

It seems that it was 'during this war, and after tho return of 

the French expedition to Bexar, that La Ilarpc was rclicvccl 
by St. Donis from tho command of tho post of Natchitoches, 

and sent into tho interior of 'l'exas-not so much, perhaps, for 

tho purpose of establishing commercial relations with tho Span

iards, as the building up of new sottlomcnts, and stirring up the 

Indians against the 8paniards.t Lo. Harpe took post among 

tho Nassonites, and sent a polite message to D'A.larco11110. 

Ile received a reply from the marquis, stating his 1\illingucss 

to be on good terms with tho French of Louisiana, but expres

sing his surprise that La Ilarpc should be at the Xas~onitc vil

lage, as that territory depended upon Xcw )[exico. La Ilarpe 

rejoined, urging tho claims of the French to tho territory by 

reason of previous discovery and possession.:j: Nothing further 

* Teslimo11io de"" Parecer, parap/10 29. 
t W nr was dcclnred by Frnnce nnd Englnnd ngainst Spnin in December, 1718. 

On the 20th of ,Janual'y, 1720, the king of Spnin ncceptecl and signed the qnnd
ruple nllinnce which, in 171S, l111cl been entered into beLween Englanil, Fruncc, 
the emperor of G,•rmany, nncl Holland, for the purpose of guarnutying to the 
reigning families in Englnnd nnd Fr,,nce thei1· thrones, nn<l settling the partition 
of the Spanish monnrchy. So Mr. Gnynrre must be mistaken in placing the cor
respondence betw,·en D'Al.irconne nnd Ln Ifarpc ofter lhe trcnty of peace. -
(Jaynrre, Jlistory of Lo11isiana, Yo!. i., p. 21)3. 

t The foJlowing is the ~orrespoudeuce hetweeu D' Alurco1111<> 1111,l Ln Harpe: -
" J11o:,;~n;un: I nm ,•cry ~en•ible of the politenbs :hnL :'II. de Ilieovillo and 

you!'self ha,·e had the !!oodn~ss to show tom,•. The ol'Jers J have rcc~ived from 
the king my master ar~, t.o mniutnin n goo,l un,l,·r,to111lio!! with I lw Fr,•nch of 
Louisiana; my own inclilrntions le:t•l me eqnnlly to nr·,rJ th,•m ::II the •c1·vice 
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was done by D'~Uarconnc in dcfonding tho Spanish claim; but 

his demand for more men, money, and implements, being re
fused, ho resigned his office and retired. 

The '' Company of tho Indies," having in charge the colony 

of Louisiana, sent out, in 1719, a thousand Europeans to people 

it. Among them was M. do Beli,;lo, a gentleman of distinc

tion. The winds and current carried the vessel on which he 
had embarked into the bay of Matagorda. A boat was sent 

a-shore for water; and Ilefo,le, with four of his companions, 
wont in it, with tho consc11t of the captain. As the boat had 

to return to tho ship, these five officers wont out hunting. The 

captain becoming impatient, ancl tho hunters not returning, he 
weighed anchor ~nd loft. them. Being thus abandoned, and 

that depend upon me. But I nm compelled to sny th11t your arrival at the Nns• 
,onite villnge surprises me much. Your governor could not be ignorant that 
the post you occupy belongs to my government, and that nil the lands west of 
the N ns.onites depend upon Ne\\· Mexico. I connael you to ad yfae M. Bienville 
of this, or you will force me t.o oblige you to nbnndon lands that the French have 
no right to occupy. I haYe the honor to be, &c. "D'ALAnooNNE. ~ 

'' 'f.Bl."ITY JtIVER, .J'ftt.y 20, 171!)." 

Reply of tlie Frmcli Commander. 

":'lfo:<sJEL'R: 'l'hc ortl,•1· from his catholic mnjesty to maintain a good under
•tnnding with the F,·cnch of Louisiaun, nntl the kiud intentions you have your
self expressed townrJ them, nccord but little with your proceedings. Permit 
me to inform you that )L de Di~nvillc is 1,erfoctly informeil of the limits of his 
go1·ernmc11t, nnd is nry cc1·taiu tb11t the post of Xassonitu ,lepeods 11ot upon tho 
dominions of his catholic majesty. Jlo know• nl«> thnt the proYinc~ of L11Ste
kas (Texas], of which you my y,1u are governor, is n purt of Louisiana. JU. de 
In Snlle took possession in l 685, in the nnme of his mo,t Clu·istinn majesty; nod 
since the nbove epoeh, possession has been renewed from titno to time. Respect,. 
ing the post of Nas,onite, I Mn not comprehenJ by what right you pretend that 
it fo1·ms n part of Xew )Iexi,•o. I beg le,we to represent to you thnt Don Anto
nio de Minoir, who diseovere,I :\'"cw )Iexico in 1 G83, never penelrntod enst of that 
province, or the llio Brnvo. It was the French who first mnde alliances with 
the invnge tribes in thi,. region; and it is 11nt.m·11I to conclude that a river that 
flows into the )tis:;issippi, and the lands it water,, beloug to the king my m115ter. 
If you will do me the pl~nsnro to come into this quarter, I will convince you I 
hold a post I know how to defend. I ha,c the hono1· lo be, &c. 

"N.ssos1T1:, July 81 17l!l. 
"DE LA llinPE." 
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lost in an unknown country, they coasted along westward for 

several days, fo·ing upon herbs and insects. Delisle had 

brought a young dog from the vessel : this he ga, c up to his 

companions, to kill for food; they endca,ored to do so, but 

were so weak, that the dog escaped from them, and disap

peared. The four companions of Belisle died of starvation 

and despair, hcfore his eyes; and for some day:s he continued 

to subsist on worms and insects, when at last his dog reap
peared, with au opossum which he had killccl. Shortly after, 

his dog was wouuucd by a wilu beast, and he was compelled 

to kill him. Being thus left alone, he turned from the coa~t, 

and directed his cour,;e to the interior, in search of men. He 

found footsteps, and followed them to a rin)r, on the opposite 

bank of which were some Indians engaged in drying meat. 

Belisle was so well assured they were cannibals, that he im

agined they ate human flesh. They stripped him, an<l diYicfod 

his clothes among them; they then took !tim to their Yilbg-e, 

and gave him to an old widow, who receiYed him into her ~cr
vice, and treated him so kindly, that he gradually rCL'OYCrecl 

his strength. Ile lcamcu. their language, became a warrior, 
and had greater privileges accorded him. After ~ornc time, a 

deputation from the NassoniLcs vi:sitetl the tribe hasi11g him in 

charge, and, seeing him, observed in his hearing that there 

were men like him near their country. Without sccmiug to 

notice the conversation, Belii;le inquired privately of one of 

the deputies as to these white people. Ile then ma.de ink of 
soot, and wrote on his commission, which he hatl. preserved, 

information of his condition, and procnl'cd one of the deputies 

to take it to the white people at Natchitoches, for which he 

would be well rewarded. The Indian, having performed his 

duty, deliverecl the paper to C:.tptain St. Deuis, who gum him 

many presents, and then began to cry, after the Inc.liau manner, 
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in their presence. They inquired what was the matter. St. 
Denis answered that he wept for his brother, who was a cap

tive among the Indians. .As St. Denis was a. great friend to 

the Indians, and a favorite with them, ten of their number vol

unteered to go after Belisle, and return in two moons. They 
were furnished with horses, arms, and a horse and clothing for 

the prisoner. They reachecl the village, ancl discharged their 

guns, which overawed the other Indians; then delirnring to 
Belisle a lettct· of assurance from St. Denis, he mounted his 

horse, and the whole party galloped away and readied Natchi

tocLes in safety, whence Belisle went to the capital of the 
colony of Louisiana. Ile afterward became major of New Or
leans, and major-general of the marine in Louisiana::t 

The Spanish claim to the north and cast was indefinite. 

Like Louis XIV., in his grant to Crozat, they were not only 

ignorant of thd geography of the country, and of the posses
sions of otliers, but also of what they could successfully claim 
as their own. After the success of il1e Spaniards in re-estab
lishing their missions and military posts in eastern Texas, they 

determined 011 drh-ing the French from thcfr settlements on the 

upper inssissippi. The expedition fitted out for this purpose, 

in 1720, consisted of an engineer-captain as conunauder and 
conductor, a Dominican friar as chaplain, soldiers, men and 
women, with horses and cattle necessary to form a settlement. 

The party lost their route, and foll in among the :Missouri In

dians (the fast friends of the French), mistaking them for the 
Osages. It was from tho latter tribe that the Spaniards cx

pectccl aid in attacking the French post on the lllinois. The 

* Ilossu, vol. i., p. 332, ct seq. Only so much of this n11rr11tive is here Inserted 
as is believed to be true. Ilossn was grently attached to the mnrvellous, nod a 
story nev~r lost anything by passing through his hands. He snys the tribe that 
held Belisle ns prisoner wns the Attakapas. Ilut he is uodoubteclly mistaken. 
It wn.s most likely the Carnnknwaes; all the circumstances go to show this fact. 
He also represents them as caunibnle. IL is strnogc they did uot ent Bclidle ! 
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Missouri chief soon discovered their mistake, but, concealing 

the matter, affected great friendship for the Spaniards, treated 

them with hospitality, and promised to march with them at the 
end of three days. He required this time, l1e said, to hold a 

council with his ohl men, and to assemble his warriors. 

In the meantime, the Spanish commander distributed among 
the Missouris fifteen hundred muskets, with pistols, sabres, and 

hatchets. On the morning after, at break of day, the Indians, 

thus armed, fell upon the Spaniards, and butchered the whole 

of them, except the priest, whose singular dress did not seem 

to them to hcloug to n. warrior. They called him a magpie, 

and amused themsch-cs by making him ride a Spanish horse on 

public occasion:,. 
Shortly aftcnrn.rd, to the astonishment of the French on the 

lliinois, the ~lissouris, with their chief at their head, marched 

into the fort, arrayed in the ornaments of the .chapel and the 

garments of the slain ! The chief wore on his naked skin the 

cliasuble, a.nu had the paten suspended from his neck for a 

breastplate; his head being crowned with feathers and a pair 
of horns '.•x- Thus entlcd this first and last attempt of Spain to 

extend her empire to the north. 
The patriotic De Bicnrillc, then governor of Louisiana, was 

not satisfied with the posilion of affairs in Texas. 'l'he Span

iards hatl occupied loo much of the territory, consistent with 

the claims of France. Tho correspondence of La Harpe with 

D' Alarconne was approved by the French government, and the 

" Company of the Indies" were ordered to take possession of 

Matagorda bay.t 

* Bossu, vol. i., p. 150, et .•eq. This nuthor, in giving us the above tragic ac
count, uikes occasion fo rem inti those "officerB, who, through a noble ambition, 
nspire Lo militul'y comman,ls, thnt hoth the theoreticnl anu practical part.a of 
geogrnpl1y ouf?ht nbsolntely lo 1,~ unuerstoou by them." 

t Gnyarre, IJistory of Lonisinun, vol. i., p. 26·1. 

EXPEDITIO~ TO ~[ATAGORDA BAY. 73 

In pur;:uancc of this ordc1·, De BienYille, on the 10th of Au

gust, 1721, procee<le<l to send out a vessel with a suitable force 

to plant at the bay the arms of the king, and lo build a fort. 

Belisle, luffing preYiou~ly been a prisoner there, and ac
quainted with the Indian language, was appointed lo the com
mand of the twenty soldiers despatched, and La Ilarpe went 
ont as commandant of the hay of St. Bernard. The order was 

obeyed. and a settlement formed; but, such was tho hostility 

of the India.us, that the detachment did not long remain on the 
bay.•:, 

* ,\mel'ienn Slutc Pnpers, Yol. xii., p. 107. Gnyorre. llistory of Louisinnn, 
'\'OJ. i., p. 264. 
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CII.A.P1.'ER VII. 

. THE council of the Iudies, being duly advised of the irrup
tion of the Frencl1, their rct!'eat, and the subsequent measures 

of ~e Aguayo to scUle the countl'y, induced the king of Spain 
to 1Ssue a royal order in May, 1721, directing the authol'ities 

in Texas not to commit further hostilities against the French, 

but forthwith to fortify all the important places, especially the 

bay of St. Bernard. Accordingly, a military 11ost and mission 

were estal>lished at the crossing of the Xechcs; and another 
garrison, called our Lady of Loreto, was located 011 the bay 

of St. Bcrn:wd, at the plaee formerly occupied by La Salle. 

Tho missio~1 of La Bahia., under the protection of this garrison, 

was :stabhshed on the San' Antonio, some thirty leagues dis
tant • .,.. The marquis added yet other impro\'Cmcuts: three of 
the missions, that had been drfren by the French to San Anto

nio, were located permanently on that rirnr, which, added to 

the one already there, made fh-o missions under the protection 
of the gatTison at Bexar. 

'~'he marquis de Aguayo, before he returned to his official 

r~s1douc~ at Monclova, recommended the iutrodnction of colo
msts, berng well satisfied that the counLl'y coul<l. ue,·er be per-

* La Bnl,ia-thd bay-from th f t ti t 1 • • . . 
1 1 

e ac 13 t 11s tn1ss1on wns <lcp~nd~nt on tho 
gnrr1son 11t f ,e ,ny for 1,rotccti I d J 1 

d 
on. 11 ee,, t ,e gnrrison itself wns nfterwnrJ 

remove to La Bahia. 

SPANISII TROOPS 11' TEXAS • 75 

manently occupied by missionaries and soldiers alone. St. 

Denis was still at N"atchitoches, c11joying the unbounded confi

dence of the Indians, familiar with their language, furnishing 

them with arms, and disposed, at any favorable time, to light 

the torch of war. There ,,ere other considerations operating 

on tho Spanish. The expenses of the garrisons alone were 

heavy, costing the royal treasury not less than sixty-throe thou
sand dollars per annum ; while the troops were not generally 
composed of Spaniard,:, but of the inferior classes of uath·cs, 

having idle, disorderly, and turbulent habit~. It was therefore 

better to introduce colonists, who would fool that Texas was 
their home, and have a lh·cly interest in its impro,cmcnt aud 

defence, and a like interest in preserving peace with tho In

dian tribes. 
De ;lguayo departed for his home in May, 1722. He left 

in Texas (or, as it was then called, the Xew Philippines) four 
o-arrisons for its defence: that is, at the A.dues mh,sion, one 
0 

hundred men; at the Kecbes, or :Mouucl prairie, twcnty-fh·e /:• 

at the bay of Rt. Bernard, ninety; and at San ~\.ntouio, fifty

thrcc, making in all two hundred and sixty-eight soldiers. 
A brief notice of these troops may be approprintcly giYcu. 

"Each soldier recefrc<l. four lnmclrcu dollnr;; per annum, out of 
which he had to pay for his clothing anrl provisions. What 

he purchasetl was furnished liy contra.ct, at stipula.tcd prices, 

and transported on mules from )Icxico. These prices were 

necessarily high. Tho greater part of the sol<liers spent tho 

* 'leslir11r,11io d, un l'arecir, ,~c .. parapho 32. In the originnl lhis garrison is 
c.ollc,l Te:r:as. lL was on the Neches river; buL whether at lhe .:llo1111<l, 01· nt 
'Fort Teran, nt. lhc lower crossint', is doubtful. 'l'o avoid the Cnmnoche l nclinn11, 
the t.rnv,·lle<l route nt that time, from :Snn Antonio to Los AclaeP, wus by La Il!L
bin, nud thence to the Snn Antooio road nt llobbins's ferry; nnd somi,tinies by 
the lower c1·0.,,ing at, Libl'rly on the 'l'l'inity, nuJ Fort 'l'crnn 011 lhll ::-;echcs, 
From nll the circumstances, it is bclicnJ that the olJ lndi:rn town of 'li•,:a8 was 
nt the .:lloun<l prairie. 
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remainder of their pay in gaming; they then contracted debts, 

sold their hor,;e:; and arm:>, and became serrnnts to the ollicers 

-caring nothing fo1· the dignity of their station, or tho public 

service. Thl'y were alway:; ready for a quarrel with the In

dian°, gi, iug the mi.~ionariC':i more tronble thnn the saYages 

thcmscl,es: and it wai; not without reason that the enterpri

sing De Agu·ayo declared that. if coloni~ts could be f:1tb~tituted 

fo1· soldier:-:, the friars wouhl Le enabled to gain the affections 

of the Imlian~. 

Ko sooner, howc,·cr, had He Aguayo departed, than a trade 

again i;prang up between the French and tho Spaniards. The 

friends and relatiYes of ;:;t. Denis faYorcd it. Ile wns still at 

Xatchitochcs; hi:; 1,opularity with the Indians was unLonudcd 
' 

and hi:; ability to rube at any time, among the Texan tribes, 

rnany thou~and warrior~, opernted powerfully upon the fears 

of the Spuui~h garri:;on at A<laes. This trade wns "'l'eatlv fa-"' . 
vorcd by the remornl of the capital of Louisiana from ~Iohilc 

to Xcw Orleans. The introduction of horses, mules, and cnttlc, 

from the 8pani:;h possci;,,ion:; into thoi;:e of the French, in ex

change for the good:; of the Company of tho Indies, was carried 

on with little or no interruption.* 

Thl' f:pani::ih authoritic!'< were jealous, and hound by the or

der::; of thcil' gm·ernment to preYcnt thi:; tl'ade and these intru

sion:< of the French; but the captain-general of the province 

resided at ~lonclorn, many leagues from the French frontier, 

and the local officers were not more virtuous in those days 

than at pre.:ent. In 1 i21i, howeYer, n war broke out between 

Spain and England, in which France took part with ~pain . 

This wocluced a friendly dispo.~ition on the frontier; and while 

P.:riet·, governor of Louisiana. was giving indirect ahl and 

comfort to f-pain, in stirring up the Choctaws against tho Eng-

* Gnynrr(-, llistory of Lo...i!iana, vol. i., pp. 290, 42-t 

SPA:S-ISH COLO:'>ISTS ntO)I TllF. 0,\~ARJES. 
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lish. Captain St. Denis, at ~utchilochc:-, was increasing the 

contraband trade with tho people 'of Texas.* 

.\t this period, the ~fotlina scemctl to he well U11dcrstood as 

the western limit of Texas; and, ullhough it was called a sep

arate proYince, it appears to haYe been under the control of 

the goYcrnor of Coahuila, or at lcai;t hoth provinces were un

der the juri:;diction of tho :;amc goYCrnor. De ,\gu,iyo ,i-a..:i 

appointed liy the viceroy, iu lil!\ as goYcrnor of both pro,

ince.:;; and so the nppointmcnts continuecl till li~i, when a. 

"'OYcrnor wn:; nppoiuted for cnch JH'o,·i11cc.j-
o • 1 

In the spring of 1728, the Spanish go,·ernment, 1mprcsscc 

with lhc ucccs:;ity of colonizing Texas, ordered thn.t four hun

tlrcd familie:; f:houltl he SL•nt thithe1· from the Cannry islands. 

The,· were to be transported in partic::i of ten or twche fami

lic:; • at a. time-first to Ihmrna. n.1111 thence to Ycra Cruz, 

whence they were to proceed hy land to Texas. The govern

ment wn., to support them for one year.t The Cnnary i~lan<ls, 

lying near the coast 01' ,\..frica, hatl been conquered by Spain _in 

the latter part of the 1i1'tecuth century, and the Clunnchcc::, its 

former 
1
,ccupants ( a race closely connected with the IJerlJers 

of 
1
~orthern J.\frica), totally extiq,atcd. Their plnccs ha1l l1ce11 

:supplied by pure Spaninrd~, who were <1i:,tiugui:;hcu for regular 

hnbits, respect for females, and a. rigid adherence to the catho

lic faith.I\ With thee uclrnntuges. it wns hclievcd.J_hat \hey 

wouhl ho good suhjt'cts, nn<l supply the places of a. hccnl1ous 

soldier,·. 
In 1i1e meantime, in anticipation of these imported citizens, 

and to relieve somewhat the royal treasury from the hea\')" ex-

* J·:lliot's IJiplomntic Code, vol i., I'· i; Clnynrrc, llietory of Lou lnnll, Yol. i., 

r, a-~ n 

t Tt31imo11io ti, "" l'artcrr, &c., parc,plwl ,,O, •II. 

; 1 b., parnpho 3S. 
I Leop<>H Yon Ilnch. 
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penses of the garrisons in Texas, a considerable reduction was 

made in ihe number of the forces stationed at the various forts. 

The post on the Xcches was entirely suppressed; the force 

at the .Adacs was reduced from one hundred men to sixty, at 

the bay of St. Bernard from ninety to forty, and at San Anto
nio from fifty-three to forty-three- thus leaving, as the entire 

force of tl1e three garrisons, only one hundred and forty-three 
men.,<· 

When we consider that the different Indian tribes of Texas 
could at that period muster a force of ten thousand warriors ; 

that the Spaniards were by no means their favorites; that the 

Camanchcs :mcl Apaches, and other tribes in the interior, were 

naturally warlike; and that the troops in the garrisons took 

little pains to secure their friendship-we shall sec at once 

the bad poiicy of this reduction of the forces. But they relied 

upon the friendship of the French, the good offices of St. Denis, 

and an early arrival of the new colonists. St. Denis, howe,·er, 

was otherwise engaged. The once-powerful tribe of the Xatcl1cz 
had been driven from the hanks of the Mississippi, and was 

hanging in a threatening attitude around his position at K atchi-
• 

tochcs. They had determined to attack him; and, to pre,ent 

the Spaniards from giving him aid, had the address to stir up 

the A.pachcs to assail the post of Bexar, and thus bring on a 

general war between the Indians and Europeans. The .Apa
chci,, originally of the same tribe with the Camanches, were 

possci-secl of like traits of character. They occupied the coun

try between Sau Antonio and Santa Fe. Their principal vil

lage::, in 1730, wci·c about the pass of Bandera, in the Guada

lupe mountains, some fifty miles from the post of Bexar. From 

these strongholds they made their forays, not only upon the 

settlement at San Antonio, hut extended their depredations 

* Roynl order of ,\pril, 17~(\. - 'I'cstimrmio tie ,m Parcccr, &c., paraplw 85. 
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a.crops the Rio Grande.-:; They had excellent l1orses, and were 

good riders; they had also firearms (supplied them mostly by 
the French), and used them, as well as their hows, with great 

dexterity. They were inveterate thieves, and exceedingly 

treacherous, being c\·er ready to treat when the fight went ill, 

and as ready to break a treaty when they had a hope of the 

least adYantage. 
In 1730, the war broke out; but St. Denis conducted it very 

differently from the Spaniards. Rallyiug his small force in the 

ganison, together with the neighboring friendly Indians, he 

surprised the Natchez, killing mnny and dispersing the remain

der. The Spaniards acted on the defensive only; while the 

..lpaches came down in parties, and committed murders and 

thefts with impunity. 
In the meantime, there arri"\"ed at Bexar thirteen families 

an<l. two single men, conducted hither from the Canary islands 
hy orcler of the king. Others came from the banks of Lake 

'l.'cztuco: they were Tlascalans-sturdy republicans, whose 

nnce8tors the powerful ~fontczumas had not been alJlc to con

quer. Others, again, came from the new setOemcnt of ~Ionte
rey. These fresh colonists, uniting, laid the foundation or San 

Fernando, around the present plaza of the Constitution in San 

.Antonio. 'l.'his location answered aclmir::tbly for irrigation.t 
This great addition io the 1-mall European population of 

Bexar ga'l"c an impetus to the mis:-ions, which was Been in the 

fact that more Inuiaus were captnrcd, and brought in to be 

ci'l"ilizcd; ancl, on the 5th of ?lfarch, 1731, was laid the founda

tion of La Purissimci Concepcion de Acuiia, which for many 

years afterward was a refuge for the sa.age and the stranger. 

* Gnynrre, History of Lonisiann, vol. i., p. 424. Ttftimo11io de "" Parc«-r, 
&c., paraplw 19. 

t American State Pnp~rs, vol. xii., p 800. Testimcmio clc tm Pctrr.cer, .tc., 
par~plws IS, 33. 



80 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

The new settlers, feeling themselves at home, and galled in 

person and property by the inroads of the Indians, made some 

incursions into their strongholds, but, at first, with no great 

success. In 1732, howe.er, a more vigorous campaign was 

undertaken. The Spaniards met them in battle, and defeated 

them.* This victory gave peace and a temporary security to 

the co1ony, ancl substantial improvements were the result. Don 

Juan Antouio Bustillos y Cevallos, the go,·ernor, appeared to 

h:n·e at heart the welfare of the province, and, while he was 

prompt to c_hastisc the Indians, he was equally zealous for their 
conversion. 

In the first of the year 173-!, Don Manuel de Sando,al was 

appointed go,ernor of Texas. Ile was an old suldier, and had 

served the king for more than twenty years, rising from the 

rank of a cadet to that of captain of grenadiers. In 1727, he 

had been appointed governor of Coahuila, the duties of which 

office he discharged with satisfaction for se,·en years. This 

fact alone is a strong evidence of his popularity with the vice

roy, as it was the policy of tho superior government to change 

the governors of provinces at short intervals. Ilis appoint

ment to the gubermttorial office of Texas was one of the last 

official acts of the prudent, disinterested, and renowned Casa 

Fuerte, viceroy of )fcxico. t The Apaches had again Leeorue 

troublesome; and the Yiceroy Helectcd Sandornl, not only for 

his integrity, Lut with instructions to chastise the Indians. 

Gornrnor SandoYal immediately entered upon his duties; 

and, in pursuance of his instruction::, made a campaign against 

the Apaches, and checked their depredations for some years. 

But, while he was engaged in his wars with the Indians, and 

in improYing and cousolidating the country under his charge, 

* Testimonio ck un Parerer, {or., parnpho 19. 

t Hi&toria de )f,jico, page 3., ; Te,timonio de 1111 Parecer, &e., pttrt1pl,o •11 
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he became involYccl in a quarrel, first with St. Denis, and then 

with his o,rn goYernmcnt, which ga,e him much trouble. 
.A.mono· other instructions from the superior government, t, 

Sandoval was directed to keep an eye on the French, a)).d see. 

that they committed no trespasses; and, if any should be com

mi ttecl lo trive notice to the Yiceroy before engaging in hostili-
' 0 

ties. Since 1716, the French ha.cl a settlement on foe right 

bank of He<l riYer, among the N'al~hitochcs Indians, ru1d had 
formed there the mission of St. John the Baptist of X atchito
chcs. Their buildings were so i::ituatcd, that, on a rise of the 

riYer, the water ran round them au<l formed an island. Making 

known this i11convcniencc, they were directed by the governor 

of Louisiana to remove their seLtlement some short distance 

from the riYcr, on the same side. _\ccordingly, in the latter 
part of 1735, St .. Denis, who was always active :..bout eYe1·y
thino- to which he tumed his attention, commenced the rapid 

0 

removal of the fort from the island, locating it a few miles far-
ther toward the Adam;, which was some eighteen miles <listo.nt. 
Sandoval wns at this time at Ilcxur, hut being informed by 

Don Josi'.: Gonzalez, his lieutenant, in command at the Ada.cs, 

of what was t.rani-piring, he wrote to the latter, communicating 
his instructions, and also to St. Denis. Bandoml Imel no docu

mentary evidence of the Loundary of Texas on that frontier

in fact, there was none : but he represented to St. Denis that 
Alonzo clc Leon, Teran, and C,i11tain Don Ramon, had precetled 

the French in that section of the country; that Red ri,cr had 

been considered as the boundary between the territories of the 
two goYernmcnts; and, as his instructions required him to refer 

such ma.Llcrs to his goYcrnment, he proposed to Rt. Denis to 
suspend further labor on the new location until they could hear 

from their rcspccti,e sovereigns; Lut, !.iltould St. Denis refuse 

this request, be would be olJligcd to repel him. 
VOL. l.-6 
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St. Denis, in reply, referred to the discovery of Texas by La 
Salle in 1685 ; reprcscutccl that the marquis de Aguayo estab

lished the post of .Aclaes only in 172J, at which time he found 
the French :::cttlcd on the ibland of Red rinir, having without, 

on the side of .\.clacs, houses, enclosures, antl other possession:: ; 

that since that time Heither De ,\.gnayo nor any of hi:; sutres

sors had opposed these c:;tahlishments; that when Don Ramon 

visited him, in 1718, he l1acl l'hown him nrnch kindness; that 
the Spaniards were indchte<l to him for the posscs~ion of the 
.A.dacs, and the foundation of its missions ; that the French 

were acting in Lchalf of the Xatchitochcs Indian:;, who were 

the owners of the lands on both sides of Red river; that tl1c 

boundary-Hue between the two settlements hacl never been laid 

down, and he thought it very strange that the Spaniards ishould 

claim the entire territory to the river; and, in short, that he 

was acting lmucr superior orders, which he would not disobey, 

and, if attacked, he would defend himself, ancl protest against 
the conseque11ccs::, 

This is the summary of a correspondence which extended to 

August, 1736; and, in the meantime, the French continued 
their buildings, having erected, besides the fort, a chapel and 

some fourteen other buildings, on the Texan side of the place. 

Shortly before the close of this correspondence, howc,er, Colo

nel Don Carlos <le Franquis was sent to :Mexico from Spain, to 

fill the office of governor of Tlascala; but, on his arrival, ho 

found the office filled. Casa Fuerte had diecl, and Vizarron, 

archbishop of Mexico, who knc"· nothing of the merit of San

doval, was filling the office of viceroy. As Franqrns had to 

be provided for, Yizarron appointed him goYcrnor of Texas. 

Franquis reached San Antonio in September, 1736. He vcrj 

soon exhibited the proud and overbearing traits of his charac• 

* Tcstimo,1io de un Pareecr, &c., p<rrapl,o 43, et Mq. 
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tor. Disregarding the sacred functions of the missionaries, he 

acted toward them i11 the most insolent manner. Ile opened 
and read the letters that were sent out of the pro,;ncc; and, 

to complete his tyranny, caused SandoYal to be arrested and 
bound in fetters, dcpriYcd him of all his papers, and, to give 

some color to tllesc ";eked proceedings, ordered a criminal 
prosecution to he commenced against him. These transactions 

being made known to the viceroy. and Sandoval being fal{':e]y 

charged with conuiving at the removal of the French garrison 

at Xalchitochc,i, the governor of Xcw Leon was despatched as 
a special commissioner to in.-ci:tigatc the affair. That func
tionary ani-ved in Texas about the fir;::t of August, 1737 ; and, 

after taking a i:ummary of lhe CYitlencc and 1,rocecdings, he 

sent Fr::mquis to the garrison of the ptesidio on the Rio Grande. 

But the latter thought he could do helter at court, and fled to 

the Yiccroy. As Franquis had 110 effect:; wherewith to dis
charge the foes aud costs of the conuni!>sion, amounting to some
thing over three thousand four hundred dollars, Sandoval had 

them to pay. But this did not terminate the matter; for, al
t.hough it. often happens in courts of justice that the party who 
gains his suit is mulcted in the costs, yet SandoYal was not 

satisfied. His honor was concerned; so also was his purse. 
The sympathies of the Texans were on his side. They loved 

him for his zeal in driving o[ the Indians, and in lmilcling up 

their new country; and they hated Franquis for his despotic 
conduct while governor. Hence this suit became a state affair, 

in which all Texas wa$ deeply interested, and in which nearly 

half hct· citizens were witnesses. But, while the two ex-gov
ernors were carrying on their lawsuit, the ,iceroy appointed 

Don Justo Banco governor. 

In 1738, Sanrlornl, after paying up the co::,ts, presented to 

the judge his petition against Franrp1if', complaining of the in 
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justice done him in the previous proceedings. The papers 

were duly transmitted to the viceroy, and by him laid before • 

the attorney-general V edoya. These papers consisted, not 

only of the petition of Sandovnl, but a transcript of the previ

ous proceedings, and of such new charges as Franquis could 

make out. Ile had made several different accusations against 

Sandornl, who was chargeu with not having kept his official 

residence at Adaes instead of San Antonio; with not haying 
kept a regular account with the soldiers of that garrison; with 

having reduced the number of paid mii-sipnaries, in order to 

save for himself their salaries; and also, what was most impor

tant, with conniving at the removal of the French gru·i.json at 

Natchitoches.· 

On the 28th of March, 17 40, a partial decision of the case 

was had. Sandoval was not acquitted of the charge of not 

residing at Adaes, although his presence was necessary at 

Bexar, in defending that post against the Apache Indians; nor 

was he cleared in the matter of keeping the books, although 

he showed that he could not keep them when he was not there. 

He, however, kept a memorandum of the funds received and 

transmitted, which exhibited a balance i~1 his favor of more 

than thirteen hundred dollars. On the charge of reducing the 

numbc1· of missionaries, he was entirely acquitted. Ile was 

fined five hundred dollars for the first-named offences. In re

lation to the more serious charge of conniving at the encroach

ments of the French, Senor Vedoya could make no decision 

without further eYidence on various points. Sandoval, seeing 

in this decree the inlluencc of Franquis at court, and the Ull

certainly of the law, paid the five hundred dollars, and left tho 

capital. 

On the 14th of July, 1740, the order was sent to Governor 

,Boneo to take testimony at Adaes, anti report what distance it 

• 
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was from that post to tho French settlement on Red river; 

what houses or forts they hau erected; ,,hen this was done; 

who was governor of Texas at. that time ; what diligence he 

hau used to prevent the remov~l of the French; if he had neg

lected his duty; what he ought to have done; if, afterward, a 

free passage hau Leen allowed to the French, for what reasons; 

had there been any negotiations for contraband trade; and any 
other information that would throw light on tlie suLject in liti
gation. 

The governor proceed ell to take the testimony. Ile exam

ined many olu soldi~rs that had coruo out to Auaes with De 
Aguayo twenty years before, and proYed that the Arroyo llonda 
and Gtan montaua, situn.teu half way between the two posts, 
hau always been consiucred the bomidary between the respec
tive crowns; that when the post of Auaes was established by 

the Spaniards, they found the French at Xatchitochcs, and in 
possession _of the country on the hither bank of Red river as 

far as the Arroyo llouda; tlmt, nltbough Sandoval had pur

sued all lawful means to prevent the removal of the French, 
yet the Spaniards had never claimed farther than the Ilonda; 

and that as to the matter of contraband trade, notices had been 
set up everywhere, at .A.uacs, prohibiting all intercourse with 

the French. 'l'his evidence was orerwhclming; and the attor

ney-general, in hi::-: opinion of Xo,·cmbcr 28, 1741, entirely ac

quitted Sandornl. But, in the meantime, the old archbishop 

Yizarron had gone out of the viceroyalty, and the duke de la 

Oonquista came into ollice in the month of September, 1740. 

Scarcely had he entered the palace, when he was besieged by 

Franquis; and Sandoval, who had gone to Y cra Cruz, was pur

sued and again thrown into prison! But finally, iu December, 

17 43, the proceedings coming up before Count Fucnclara, the 

ne,v viceroy, with whom Frauquis seemed not to have so much 
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influence as oYer his p1·cdeccssors, 110 acquitte~ poor Sando.al, 

and enjoined Franquis from prosecuting him any further. In 

January, 17-14, San<loYal was furnbhed with a summary of the 

proceedings; and a copy of the whole, filling thirty volumes of 

manuscript, were sent to the king of Spain! 

The details of thif' trii1l arc giycu, not only because it was 

the first rccorcled lawsuit in Texas, but because we can gather 

from it sornetbiI1g of the moue of legal procedure in those days. 

It is also an important link iu the grc,it diplomatic controversy 

concerning the ownership of the country::, 

Texas in l'i-14, after all the expense:< that had been incurrccl, 

and the pains taken by the missionaries and the goYcmment, 

was not prosperous. Governor Doneo, with all his good iuten

tions, was a weak man, and ill suited for pushing forward tho 

great enterprise of settling a nc\\' country. All the efforts 

made had not incrcaticd the population since 1722. The with

drawal of the troopR, the continual wars ,rjlh the Indian:-, the 

great insecurity of life and properly, the prohi.Litiou of com

merce with the French of Louisiana, all tended to continue 

Texas a bancn, isolated waste. It was in vain that the fer

tility of he1· soil, the abtmdance of her waters, the mildness of 

her climate, the excellence of her game, and her rnst resources 

in general, were painted in bright colors to the council of the 

* In the discussions of 1805 nnd 1818, bctw~en Rpnin nnd the United f\tntes, 
relative to Texas, both Ccvnllos nud De Ouis had bcfol'c them this olJ record. 
Yet De Onie eaitl, in his letter to the scel'cln1·y of ~(nfl', dntetl Jnnunl'y 5, 161S: 
"It is nnquestionnhle, from the 1,istorie.nl series of forts, nnd the most unrxcep
tionnble docun,ents, that the pl'ovince of Texns ext.encle,1 to the )/issix.,ippi, nud 
thnt lite French never eroaseJ lhe river info lhnt tlisfl'ict but through the suffer
ance or permission of the Spanish govcl'llor, !" -.American St,,te Paper.,, vol. xii., 
p. 37. He further slnt.!s, in tho :;ume lettcl', thaL Sa11<lov11l hnd granted pet·mis
sion to the l'rench to remo\'c their gnrl'ison; for which he w"s tnken •• under 
guard t~ :\foxico, to be tried thel'e before a ~ourt-mni·tinl-1ohic!. 111<1R rarrird 
into ~!feet ,Pith all tl,e ri9or of //,e la,~ I" Kennedy, following De Onis, ha:; been 
alike deceived. -JJi3fory <if Toxat, vol. i., p. ~21. 
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Indies: it seemed to be their policy from the beginnmg,to leave 

the province as an unsettled frontier- a barrier agamst the 

encroachments of the Europeans of the north. Ily a " law of 
the Indies,";.:- the governors of the colonies were forbidden to 

in,est any amount whateYer of the public funds in defraying 

the expenses of colouizatiou, <li.;eovcries, or improvements, with

out special instructions for that purpose from the king; and 

these orders, when asked, were almost uniformly refused. 
'l'ltc European population of Texas, at th.is period, <lid not 

exceed fifteen lnmdrcd, which, added to a like number of con
verted Iu<lians ( Yndios reducidos), was diYidcd mostly between 

Ada.cs and 8an Antonio; a few only being at La Bahia, and a 
small fort and mission at San Saba, which had been established 
out among the wild Indians for the humane reason of the friars, 

that it was helter to cinlize tllan to kill them. If there was a 
mission at all at this time at Xacogdoches, it was dependent 

on the post at .\..t1ae::i for protection. Spain and France were 

now on excellent terms, and the colony of Louisiana was grad
ually extending it:; trade, huL without clisturbing the Spanish 

authorities on the frontier. The seLtlcments on the south of 
Texas were making I.Jut lillle progress. .At )Ionclova, the 

ca1iital of Coahuila, there was a small garrison of thirty-five 

men; half way between that post and the presidio of the Rio 

Grande (at Sacramento, on the Salii.Irnf'), thorn was another 
garrison of fifty mcu ; and at the presidia itself thirty-two more. 

The province of Coahuila extended from tho )1eilina southward 

tlu·ee hundred miles; south of that, again, was the province of 

New Leon, leaving along the gulf-coast a skirt of a hundred 

miles of country unsettled and unorganized. This lon.g line of 
coast afforded abundance of rich pasturage, whither the flocks 

of the provinces were driYcn in ~ovembcr, and, under the care 

* Lryes d4 las India,, l. :x:vii., t. 1, I. 4. 



88 UISTORY OF TEXAS. 

of escorts and soldiers stationed to guard them, remained till 

the following May; but, notwithstanding all their precautions, 

the Indians along the coast committed frequent robberies and 

murders:» 
The 'l'cxau missionaries kept up a regular correspondence 

with the parcnt-conYcnts of Queretaro and Zacatecas, which, 

if ever published to the world, will exhibit a painful history 
of thcL· trials and privations. In the ecclesiastical organiza,. 

tion of New Spain, Texas, with Coahuila and New Leon, were 

attached to the bishopric of Gnadalaxara.t 
From the c10:-1e of 174.J: to 1758 we find no important event 

in the history of Texas. The few people living in the territo

ry, sunk in obscurity and indolence, seem only to have been 

waiting eve11ts. Their lives were merely passive. It is, of 

coun;e, understood, however, that the faithful missionary was 
cloing his duty- that he was enlarging and civilizing his flock. 

It is also uuderstood. that the wild Apaches and Camauches 

permitted no opportunity for robbery or murder to pass unno

ticed. 

In 17 58, however, a tragic scene occtu"red at the San Saba 

m1ss1on. The Indians, in large numbers, assaulted the mission, 

took it, and killetl all, both pastors au<l. flock, including the 

small guard stationed there. 'l'radition informs us that none 

were left to hear the news of the dreadful massacre. This 

mission had been established far beyond the then Texan fron-

* Testimonio d11 11n Paruer, d:c., parnphos 5, 6. 
t lb., paropho 'T. Beside• the thirty books of manuscript in regard to the suit 

between Sandoval nnd Frnnquis, there were forty more, giving the early history 
of Texo11, which al'e doubtlesa now among the nrchives of Simancn$, in Spnin. 
Dr. Robert.son, 8penking of lbe impossibilit.y of ol,taining these records, says: 
"Spain, with nn excesa of caution, has uniformly thrown n ,,.,j] onr her trans
actions in America. From strnngers they nre concealed with peculiar solicitude. 
Even to her own subjects the archivo of Si111a1\eM is not opened without a par
ticular order from the crown." -History of America: preface, p. 4. 
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tiel'. We haYc seen its bcncrnlcnt ohjectf Such a return for 
such lo,e, while it calls down l,lessings upon the head~ of the 

dcrntccl followers of the cross, is enough to make one c1onbt 
whether the Jnclinn forms a part of the lrnmnn race. This fcaJ'

ful butchery hacl its effect iu causing the missions in Texas to 

decline. In fact, they neYer recovered from the blow. 
Efforts were made to aYcnge tl1is cruel outrage. Captain 

Don Diego Ortiz de Parilla was clespa!chec1 with n. body of 

troops to chasfac tho ruthless sarnges; lmt the latter fled to 

their stronghold~, and we have no evidence that they were 
ever punished. i<· 

* Kennedy, vol. i., p. 222. In 175~, there wns di8co,eretl atRnn S11ba nsih·cr
mine, which drew to the fort quite nn increase of population. It is proLnble 
tbnt the bad behavior of the miners toward the Indians brought on the terrible 
mnsst1Cre of 1:5S. Al the time of its occt11Tcnee, there was 11 forL, surrounding 
nn acre of grmm.l, under n tw,,Jve-feet ~tone wall, enclosing n ehurcll'nud oth"r 
bnildings.-Jlolly, History of Tc.rM, p. IM. 

• 
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CIIAPTER VIII. 

As the destiny of the diiferent colonies and settlements in 

America depended upon the political changes occurring in the 

parent--couutries, it will be necessary to refer to them. 

Clw.rlcs 11. of Spain, the lasL soYercigu of the house of Ilaps

burg, died in November, 1700, antl by his will appointed Philip 

of Anjou, grandson of Louis XlY., his successor. The object 

of this testamentary disposition was to prevent a division of 

the Spanish monarchy, which had been determined two years 

lJeforc iu a treaty uetween England, }'ranee, and Ilollan<l, in 

order to prcserrc the balance of power iu Europe. The testa

mentary appointment of Ch:n-lcs detached Louis XIV. from the 

house of llapsuurg, an<l thus the ""\Var of the Succession" be

gan. After a long struggle, Philip succeeded in retaining his 

throne ; but, by the treaty of Ctrecht, in 1713, Spain was 

greatly shorn of her power, losing Gibraltar and a large por

tion o!' her European possessions. She was not satisfied with 

this treaty; and it was the ill-concealed design of Cardinal 

Alueroni, her ambitious minister, to reclaim the vast territo

ries of which she ha<l been stTippcd. To counteract lhis inten

tion, France, England, an<l IJolland, formed a new alliance in 

1717. This alliance was confir·meLl and enlarged hy another 

treaty ma<lc the following year, in which the emperor of Ger

many becume a party. But !,cfore the close of 1718, such were 

TIIB PRAG11:ATIC SA.NOTION. Dl 

the uemonstrations of Spain, that England and France both 

declared war against her. li'iuding herself alone, and all the 

great European powers arrayed in opposition to her, Spain in 

1720 signed the alliance. But still lier ambitious minister was 

not satisfied; he wished to restore to her these lost possessions. 

Alberoni was, howc,·cr, degraded at the close of thi:; year; yet 

the efforts of ~pain to regain her territories did not cease. By 

confirming to the emperor of Germany his portion of the spoil, 

she detached him from the quadruple alliance, n.n<l engage<l 

him to ~ssist her in the recovery of Gibraltar. 

This last-named treaty, concluded April 30, 1725, was fol

loweu by a counter-alliance between England, France, and 

Pruc.:sia, entered into on tho 3d of September following. The 

impcn<liug war shortly afterward commenced. 

Charles VI., emperor of Germany, had issued in 1724 a 

royal ordinance, by which he settleu his hereditary uominious 

on his cltlc:<t daughter, ~faria Theresa. This ordinance was 

known as the Pmgmatic Sanctio,i. One of the p1·0Yisions of 

ihe trealy between Spain anu lite emperor was the guarauty 

of tJii,- unlinance by the former power. After much agitation 

and mauy trealic:;, that of Yicnua, in 1T31, between Great Bri~ 

ain, Holland, and Spain, guarantied the pragmatic sanction, 

and n.:,-torcd o. seeming peace to Eurnpe. Francq agrec<l to it 

ill 1738; lrnt, iu 1740, Chadcs YI. died, and :Maria Theresa 

succeeded to hi:, crowu, by Yirtuo of the ordinance so well 

guarantied liy Europe. The elector of Bavaria, however, now 

set up his claim to the empire, an<l o. general war ensuecl-

8paiu, France, and ~ardinia, supporting the elector; and Eng

land, Ru~sia, antl Poland. the empress Maria. The elector was 

declared cmpero1· in 17-12, under the title of Charles YU.; ho 

uicd in lH;j, and wa;., succeeded iu the imperial office by the 

duke of Lorraine, hu~band of ::llaria Theresa, as Franci::; I. 
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This war of the Ptagmatir Sanction, however, ended only by 

the peace of Ai~-la-Chapcllc, in 1748; but Spain was a gainer 

by the contest, having recovered :Xaplcs, Sicily, and Parma. 

In none of the prcYiou~ treaties, however, had England and 
France settled the uoundaries of their American possessions. 

This, in 1755, gave rise to a war between them, which was 

carried on with great actiYity in the English and French colo

nies in America. It was the school in which our revolutionary 

fathers lcarnc<l their first lesson of independence, !The rela

tions existing between France and Spain, since the elcrntion 

of Philip of .\.njou to the ~panish throne, drew the latter into 

it. The contest continued until the peace of Paris, in Febru

ary, 1763; it was most disastrous to France, and to some ex

tent injurious to Spain::t At the close of 17Gl, l!'rance was so 

gi·catly weakened and exhausted by the -war, that she directed 

her mini::iter to inform the court of Spain of her inability to 
give protection to the colony of Louisiana, and to solicit aid 
from Spain in furnishing it with supplies, and in preventing the 
English from obtaining its posscRsion. The actiYity ancl pro

grcssi ve enterprise of the English colonies we1·e well k~own to 

f:pain and France; and one of the principal arguments used hy 
the French embassador, in this application, was, that Louisiana 

was the only parrier between the English and the Spanish pos

sessions south of it. Dut Spain was slow in action, and the 

war o-rew dailv more disastrous to France. At length, on the 
t:, • 

3d of November, 1762, France ceded Louisiana to Spain, not 

from the pure impulse of his generous heart, as is recited in 

the royal act of Loui::i XV., but to prevent it from falling into 

the hands of the English. By the treaty of peace in the follow

ing February, France ceded to England Canada, Nova Scotia, 

and in fact all her continental possessions in North America. 

* Encyclopredin Americana, articles Spe1in, France, 
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Henceforth the line of boundary between Spain and England, 

commencing at the source of the }lississippi rirnr, was to run 

down the middle of that stream to the river lbcnillc; thence 

with that stream and Lakes }faurcpas and Ponchartrain to the 

gulf of )foxico ; Spain also ceding Florida, mul the nacigation 

of tlte 111ississippi lo be °free to tile subjects of bot!t England 

and Francc:=t 'l'his last concession was of the utmost impor

tance to the possessions of England, and subsequently to the 
United States. 

The reader of history is not unacquainted with the utter in
difference wilh which the soYercigns of the Old World trans

ferred their colonies in the New. The colonists, however much 
they may have loved their sovereign, their country, and her 
institutions, were bought, sold, or giYcn away, without their 

consent, and often without their knowledge, So, in this case, 

the act of ccsi;ion by which Louisiana was transferred to Spain 

was kept secret for more thau eighteen months after its execu
tion! That portion of the province, however, which had been 

ceded to England, was dcfo·cred to her in the fall of 1 i63, 

Ily this arrangement, France had lost a vast territory; but 

Spain had rcmo,·cu her landmarks, and acquired what she had 

not hcforc, a well-uefined boundary on the north. Iler new 
neighbor;,, however, were lining the left Lank of the )fissisf'ippi 
"ith forts, i=:ettlemcnts, and ad,·enturers. A people had there 
obtained a foothold, wl1ich, with the advantage of a righL to 
navigate the )Ii,;si:,sippi, were destined to be troul,lesome. 

We can tt·acc all these results-the loss to France of her 
American possessious, and tho loss to Spain of a passi re power 
between her posses,;ions and the Anglo-American colonies- Lo 
the oYerthro\\· of the house of Ilap~burg, and the accession of 

the Bourbons to the throne of Spain. To accomplish the latter 

* G11yn1w, liiofory of Loui,iann, Yc•I. ii,, p, 01, rt l<'J, 
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object, Louis XIY. was willing to break a solemn treaty with 

England and liolland. This treaty was formed to preserve t!te 

balance of poicer: the result was, the overthrow of that bal

ance of power, and the building up a new power in .America, 

which, forcing a separation from the parent-country, has far 

outstripped all others in noble institutions and progressive 

energy. 
The doctrine of the " preservation of the balance of power" 

among the European states has resulted in more wars, produced 

a more fearful dernsta,tion of human life, and a greater waste 

of treasure, than all other causes combined ! 
The accession of Louisiana to the crown of Spain was hardly 

desimble to that.government. She knew the troublesome and 

restless spirit of the English colonists, and seemed to antici

pate evil from thcil' proximity. Ilowe,er, the king, to oblige 

his cousin of France, accepted the gift. And, as the posts 

along the old frontier were no longer necessary, the troops at 

.A.dacs and Orquisaco were shortly thereafter withdrawn:* But 

the new addition of territory to the Spanish crown required a 

reformation of frontier defences. Accordingly, the marquis 
de Rubi was sent o,cr from the mother-country to examine 

into the condition of the <lcfcuces of Now Spain, and report hia 

opinion thereon. After making the examination and report, a 

new series of posts was established, forming a cordon militaire 

from ~onora. to tho gulf of :llexico. In this new arrangement, 

howeYcr, lmt two posts were allowed in Texas-that is, at 

San Antonio and La Baliia. The missions, moreover, were not 

broken up, but remained dependent upon the forces at these 

posts for incidental protection. 

The Spanish government never looked upou Louisiana as 

altogether her own property, nor did she treat it as a lcgiti-
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mate appendage of the crown; and while the king instructed 
D'Ulloa, the first Spanish governor of Louisiana, that there 

should be no change in the administration of its go,·crnmcut, 

he also directed that its affairs should not be controlled by the 

council of the Indies, but that they should pass through the 
hands of the minister of state:* • 

Xcvcrthclesl', the principal obstructions to the commerce be
tween Te:rns and Louisiana. were now remo,ecl, and the two 

provinces therehy alike benefited. 'fox.as had, it is true, hut 

little to sell; yet, as the neighbor of Louisiana, she was, to 

some extent, the merchant of that colony and the internal prov

inces of Mexico. She had, of her own production, horses, cat
tle, ancl sheep : with these articles of trade she supplied the 
Louisianians, in exchange for manufactured goods. The pre
cious metals sent from Chihuahua, Coahuila, New Leon, and 

even from New :Mexico, passccl through her territories to New 

Orleans, as the nearest wholesale market, in exchange for the 
nrious manufactures imported thence from the parent-state . 
These transfers were made on mules, travelling generally in 

earanns, with a guarcl decmcc1 sufficient to protect them from 
the In<liaus. 

Ilac1 the Spanish government permitted a free trade hctween 

her colonies and other countries, their prosperity would ha,·e 
been greatly hastened : to,rns and mo.rt:; of trade would ba.ve 

sprung up on the Texan coast; and Gah·eston, instead of re
maining an uninhabited island even up to the date of the Texan 

revolution, would, long before, lta,·e gt·own to be a considerable 

city. t But the policy of Spain was barbarous and exclusive. 
The trade of lier colonies was regulated and coutrollud liy a 

"Gs_yurw, TTislory of I.011isinnn, vol. ii., p. 158. 
t Galwston island, first discovcre,I by the colonJ' of J s JI k 1 · ;ll :t 1.\ "'"ng ·nown a.s 

t 18 islnnd of St. Loufa: but, a\,011t the year 1800, it wns called G<tl1•czto11 in 
honor of Don Joso Gnll'ez. ' 
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trilmnnl known ns the Casa de Contralacion, which was cs.
talJlishc<l at ~cYillc. The colonist:, were prohibited from the 
manufoc!urc of mo:::t of the articles "hich could he furnished 
by the mother-country, nnd also from the culfrrntion of the 

. vine an<l the oliYe ! All their exports nnd imports were re
quited to lie conveyed in Spnnish ,csscb. They were not per
mitted to trade with the colonies of other nations; nor were 
they allowc<l to trade "ith cnch other, except to a, cry limited 
extent: no person was permitted to tru<le with them under 
severe pcnnllic:, '.* All this hatl a tendency to prcYcnt the 
growth of the Spanish rolonics. and to keep them dependent 
on the mother-country fo1: tho nccc ,arics of life. It ha<l a 
further and stronger tendency to C.\'.nspcrate tl1c coloni~b 
again,t a parent ~o unfcclin!! and clc~potic. The prospect he
fore tlrnm ,, a:, indeed gloomy. The enterprising colonist saw 
him~clf tlcpri\wl of that hope "l1ich alone makes life tolerable. 
Ile found him:;clf on a :;oil lile:;~c<l "ith unu,ual fertilit}, which 
he was not allowe<l to use. e.xcept for a limited purpose. If 
to this we add the ~ignificunt fact thnt, untler the Spaui:-h rule, 
none lmt naiiYc-born :--paniard. could cnjoi the important offices 
in the colonic::.. we may "ell conclude that tl1c cup of their op• 
prc~sion was full, and Hint they required only n farornlile occa
:,ion to throw off a y1>ke so galling. 

1'he trndo uctwcen ~pain an<l her colonies in .America was 
at lir t c:u ried on by n comoy or ships called gallr:011s, "l1ich 
made one, O) ago annunlly; I.mt they we're <lbcontinued in 17 4~, 
and rC'gistcrcd , c,~C>l introducrd in their ::tea<l. t\ ftcr the 
acquisition of Loui:-iuna, the ncccs"'ity of a more frequent and 
uired intercom·~ hctwecn pain an<l her colonic~ cau c<l the 
introduction of regular montl1ly mail-packets,,\ hich saih1d from 

* J:e·o1 ·za ·on, lib. ix. liL 2~. Rob mou'e lfotory of America, book , i: ,, 
)' 35-1. 
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tho mothrr-counlry to Ifarnna, whence the mails were dc
Bp:'.tchcd to the diffcre11t 1n·o, ince:-. In addition to this facility 
of mtercour~c, hy an ordinance of the kind-hearted Charle:; III., 
ll~e, ~rude of the W e,t India ii-land,; helonging to Spain was, in 
1 1 ti,,, thrown open to the other Spani:--h provinces.* Y ct the 
nd,·antngc gninc<l hy Tcxa~ in thc,-e atncliorntions was small 
nrnl indirect. Hor seacoast was a /.erra incot.;nita. A chance 
VI.'" t•l of the lmceancers may haYe strn) e<l into Copano, or Gal
V<-"ton ba_v, for the purpo:ic of concealing a prize; but Texas 
lmil no maritime trade. Xew Orleans and Yem Cruz "ere lier 
~nly port.• Por_thc growth of Texas, and 1110,i of the prov
mcc~ of~ PW Spam, they were iu<lehtccl to the contraband tra<lc 
carried on with "!'Cat activifr l,,· the Engl' J F l d e . ., • •~ 1 renc 1, an 
!)utch. It amounto1I to at loa:,t one third of the e.xport.s and 
import", and hail this adrautage, that it paid no duties. It 
was the uatural result of the ,, 0 ,·8 tcr J>0licy··• of s1 • . <l ., , , iam , an , as 
a question in ethic", it re,-t:; u1ion the ;-;ame principfo with that 
other yct-undeci<lcd point, whether it be lawful to ~lay a tyrant. 

Th_e population of Texas, in liG,;, can not be accurately ns
c~rtame<l. The chief settlements were at Adacs,-t Ban Auto
mo, La llahia, and perhaps a few at XacogdochcQ. Or11uisaco, 
and :Mound 11rairie. In the two first-named places there were 
hardly fh·e lrnndrcd inhabitant,-, exclu::.ivo of converted Indians 
The whole European population of the pro, ince <lid not, per: 
ha~", c:-.:cee1l ~c,·cu hundred and fifty, to which may ho added 
a hkc numllcr of domiciliated Indians. The trade with Lou
i,iann, including that which J>a~~e,l throurrh T,..-n" d"d t ::, U.u .. , I 110 
cxcee1l sixty thousaud dollars per nnnum.:j: E8timating her 

* Xil,,s's History or '.\!rxi1•0, p. i;J. 

t '.\!. tl~ ~Kg••• or the I'r nch 11ll'l'Y, "ho , i itc l ,\daes in l i6~, describes it as lheu co11s1,ung of forty housep II rhurcl, nn 1 n F • • • ,.
1 

. 
1 

. • , ' • rnnc1scn11 rn188ioo lfo say, he. ov ~111e, noll,mg there lo eat but tort,'/la• f' • • .,__ • " - ra1r1eamu p <>:, t G.,ynrre, lli,tory of Loui!iann, vol. ii., p. 353, ' • - • 
VOL. l.-7 
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trade with the province~ of New Spain at twice that amount, 
the entire annual commerce of Texas ai that period, including 
what pnf'!'lcd through her territory, was not over one hundred 
and eighty thousand dollars. It may be safely estimated that 
one half of this amount merely pn~sed tlu·ough her territory. 
This would reduce the total f:um of her exports and imports to 
ninet,, thousand dollars per annum. 

Tt;c acquisition of the vast territory owned by the French, 
from the gulf of St. Lawrence to the riYcr Iberville, had given 
to the .Anglo-.\merican colonic· an impul,;c which ha~tcncd the 
already-rapid development of their power. It was not perhaps 
so much the oppre~~ion of which th<'y complained, as the love 
of liberty, that moved the Engli,h colonists to independence. 
For thi< they had hecomc exile, from thr Old W orl<l, and had 
endured unparalleled h:mlships in the :Xrw; and, to obtain 
this, they now took their iirst steps. But it is not our pro\'
ince to detail the~c mcmoraltle event:-, further than as they are 
connected with our suhject. 

As in the approach of a great ~torm, the heavens, except in 
the direction whence it is coming, gradually become clear and 
tranquil, f;O, during the few years preceding the American Re,·o
lution, nations adjacent and connected with England or with 
her colonies seemed to enjoy thrrt quiescence. France looked 
on with mingled hopes and fear·. She was still haunted wirh 
the idea of the "hrrlancc of power." England had grnwn too 
great, and her old enemy wouhl gladly sec her stripped of her 
richest posSC""ionq. Furthermore, it would be to France u 

·r fl S Y ,,,." sweet rcYcnge for the mt"LOrluneR o t 1c ". even cars ,, ar. 
On the other hand, the colonies were all repuhlicau : the dis
ea<:c might become infcctiou:-1, and ultimately driYe the king 
from his throne. But the French people were with the colo
nies, an<l they prevailed. 

DUILDI:--G UP OF X \COGDOCllES. 99 
Spain wa<: more delicately situated. Her v-u,t po<:~e~"ions 

in ,\.rnerica, seeing a :;ucces-,ful rcYolt of the Englbh colonies, 
would Jonbtle:-s follow the example. On the other haud, Spain 
wbhctl to recove1· Gibraltnr, .Jamaica, and J?lorida; and such 
n "ar would afford her a good opportunity to embark in the 
cntcrpri:-e. Bc.~dcs, slH· wa:-; g-overncd by the Bourbon:-1, and, 
of cour:-:e, hound to the :<amc dcdiny with France; she also 
thouzht thnt E1 ,J, ti wa-. too powerful. Y ct. under nll the«c 
con,-.i1lcratious, ~pain WU<; timid; :u11l while Prance was secretly 
fa111ting the flame of rcYolntion. the ~panish govemmcnt wns in 
foyor of mediatio11, of peace. 

In the meantime, the people of 'T'cxa.:;, few in number, and 
poor, were quietly pur::ming their daily pleasures and toils. 
The mis"ions were not ,·cry :mcces~ful in the conYer~ion of Jn. 
clinn:::, yet th· c:stabli,l1111cnts were well ~11:stninecl. The abo
riginal tri!Jr,; were in coustaut wars. 'J'hc powerful nation of 
tbe Ceni,; were already driYcn frolll their ancient home on the 
Trinity. The .Xa,,,ouitcs, too, were disappearing before the 
111igrating trihe:; drfren hy the Europeans from tho ,nllcy of 
the }Iis::-i,sijl}Ji. The Indians on the coast were lcf;:; disturbed, 
hccausc their lands were le~-- desirable. Thus wo sco the gen
eral moYemenL of the different race:;~ the Anglo-.\mcricnns 
crowding "cstw:ml, and dri,·ing l,ofore them the aborigines; 
the latter expelling other natirn tribes; tho Indians pa:-~ing 
through the Spaniard,-, but tlw c latter al~o l'etrcat before the 
Bnglish. :-::tatc,mcn and philo;;ophcrs hn,e all fallen i;hort of 
the truth in their prcclictions as to the progress of tho dominant 
race. It ha...; oubtrippecl their large,t c.tlculntion,. 

The aunexntion of Loui,;iann to the S}J,lllish J>o:;,e;;sions, 
while it enabled Spain to dispense with her military 11osts ou 
the eastern frontier, likewise nffordc<l her an opportunity to 
build up Xacogdochc.::. )firny per:;ons of politeness and mcan8 
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were induced to emigrate from Louisiana to that point. Thus 

the old missionary station became a town, and, being in the 

neighborhood of an active commerce, the place soon acquired 

considerable wealth, and a trade of its own. This emigration 

occurred about lhc year 1778.* Captain Gil y Barbo, the first 

commandant of N"acogdoches, was a man of enterprise. Be

sides an arsenal and barracks for the soldiers, erected on the 

hill west of the Banita, he laid the foundations of the old stone 

house, which still survi.es as a monument of bis industry. 

About the same time, the garrison was finally removed from 

St. Bernard's bay, and located at La Bahia, where a consider• 

able tow-1 sprang up. 

* Kennedy, vol. i., p. 229. Colonel Forbes's Notes, MS. 

.. 
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err~ PTER IX . 

DURING the American Rc,olution, Texas was quiet. Sho 

was safe from danger. Iler harbors were unknown; her pov
erty offered no temptation for pillage; her scattered population 
could afford 110 recruits. Y ct, when Spain declared war against 

England in 1779, and Don J osc GalYez, then governor of Lou

isiana, engaged in active hostilities, the province of Texas con

tril.mted her mite of soldiers for his armies, and joined with 

Louisiana in r<.>joicing OYCr his ,'ictories at Natchez, at Fort 

.Amity, Fort Charlotte, Mobile, and Pensacola.·* But the treaty 

* Don Jose Gnlvez was a remarkable man. He was the son of Don Mathias 
de Gnl vez, viceroy of lfexico. Ile was born in the city of Malaga, in Spain, and 
held, under the king, the honorable posts of intendant of the army and member 
of the supreme council. In 1765, hewn• appointed visiter-general of New Spain, 
which office he dischar~ed with such fidelity, that in 1768, he wns appointed to 
tl1e coundl of the Indies. In l'i77, he wns made governor of Louisiana. In the 
Revolution, hi,, sympathies were wilh the United Stntes; and when the king of 
Spain informed him that he was about to commence hostilities, he joined with 
the people of Lou~iann in tho joy which the news imparted. Ile prosecuted the 
war with great vigor, and recovered for the king the whole of Florida, taking 
eight hundred of the enemy prisoners. 'l'his Wftll an effectual aid to the United 
Stntes. For the,e important services he was appointed brigadier-general; after
ward cnptain-genernl of Louisiana; then, in addition, captain-general of Cuba; 
and finally, upon the death of his father, in 1785, he was created viceroy of 
)[exico. A more able nnd euligbtcoed representative of the king hacl never 
occupied the viceregnl palace. Ile facilitated the administration of just.ice, 
established intendaocies for lbe protection of the Indians, and effected n general 
reformation in the government. Ilu wM exceedingly popular with all clo.ses, 
but especially with the native•, and well dc~ervcd that his name should be per
petuated in that of the chief town and island of •rexas.-Historia de .Jlejico, p. 
39; Bum.er•~ History of Louisia11a, r, 145, et seq.; Ni/es's llist. of ,lfcxu:o, p. 84. 
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of peace, in 1783, put an end to the triumphs of Gahez, and 
transferred to the United States all the territory east of the 

Mississippi as low as Fort Ado.ms, and north of the thirty-first 
para11cl of latitude, to the Chattahoocha river; thence down 
that stream to the junction of Flint river ; thence to the head 
of the St. ~fary's rh·er, and down the same to the sea. This 
treaty also pro,;dcd that the navigation or the Missi~sippi, from 
its source to the gulf of )fcxico, should for ever remain free 
and open to the people of Great Britain and of the United 
Statcs:1.- Thus a door was opened to the egress of the people 
of the Union. But Spain did not so 1·cgard it; and, as early 

as June, 1784, Don Jose Galvez, of the "Department of the 
Indies," made known to the United States, through the Span
ish agent, that Spain was not bound by the treaty of linlits 
made between the former and Great Britain ; that both sides 

of the Mississippi, as well as the navigation of that stream be
low the thirty-first parallel, belonged to Spain, until she chose 

to grant them in whole or in part; and that vessels of the Uni

ted States navigating that stream would be exposed to process 

and confiscation. t Ilcrc began a controversy, which, as will 
be seen, continued long, and ended in important results. La 
Fayette, then in Paris, w1dertook an informal negotiation. He 
proposed that Spain should cede New Orleans to the United 

States, or at least make it a free port. But in March, 1785, 
the marquis informed the Continental Congress that the first
named proposition was impossible ; and, as to the second, he 

could obtain no positirn answer.t 

* Elliot's Diplomnlic Code (treaty of September 3, l '783~ vol. L, p. 23'7. This 
boundary was also agreed to by Spniu (see treaty of October 2'7, 1795, ib., p. 391). 

t Diplomntic CorresponJence, vol. i., p. 135, ct seq. 
i lb., ,•ol. i., pp. 336, 421, 444, 445, 455. At. that time, Spnin bad no minister 

near the go,·ernment. of the United States. Senor Gnrdoqui, h~t· fit-st miuister, 
did not arrive till the foJJowing May. -JJiplo,natic Corrcy,<Y11deuee, yoJ. vi., p. '72. 

• 
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The Congress had taken strong ground on the subject. So 
early as June, 1784, they had re::;olvcd that our ministers should 
negotiate no treaty with Spain by which they should relinquish 

or cede, in any c,cnt whatever, the right of the citizens of the 
United States to the free navigation of the Mississippi from its 
source to the gulf of Mexico. .At the close of the .American 

Revolution, Spain and the "United States were good friends, 

and sincerely so. 'l'hc former had done much to achieve that 

indepcnclence which the Union enjoyed. General Don Jos6 
GalYez, then a powerful personage at the court of Madrid, was 
warmly dcvotc<l. to the United States. Through his influence, 
his uncle, Don Diego de Ga.rdoqui, was appointed minister to 
the new republic. The Spanish government had also mani
fested its good will by releasing from slavery in Algiers many 
of our citizens who had been taken by the corsairs. Galvez 
and Gardoqui sailed in the same vessel to Ila,ana-the latter 
on his way to the "United States, the former to take charge of 
his captain-generalcy of Cuba. Gardoqui was empowered to 
treat of boundaries, &c., but directed to consult Galvez.* 

Under these circumstances, so auspicious, it might be in
ferred that the boundary-line, and also the naYigation of the 
Mississippi, could be speedily settled. The territory and tho 
rights claimed by the two powers had but lately come into their 
bancls ; neither of them, therefore, could treat it as an heir
loom. 'l'o understand the points at issue, let us refer to facts. 

The commerce of the Mississippi river had rapidly increased, 
even during the Revolution ; but after ils close, the trade 011 

the great stream had become indispensable to the new settlers 
on its upper tributaries, and they wore not the people to sur
render a right resting upon a law of nature.t It became 

* Diplomotfo Correspondence, vol. vi., pp. 65, '79, et uq. 
t La Fnyette, io his letter to Jay, dated Paris, October 15, 178'7, says he could 
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necessary to the existence of ihe Union that this right should 

be preserrnd ; but, as Spain owned both banks of the lower 

Missi~sippi, she claimed the right to its exclusive use: and the 

simple right of navigation to the ocean would have been im

practicable without also a place of deposite. 
In regard to boundaries, it will be remembered that, in tho 

treaty of 1762, Spain had ceded Florida to England ; that, in 

the treaty of January 20, 1783, that province was rctrocedcd 

to Spain; but, in the treaty of November 30, 1782, between 
England and the United States, the former ceded to the latter 

all the territory cast of the )Iississippi down to the thirty-first 

parallel of latitude ; w11ereas Spain claimed, as part of Florida, 

conquered by her arms, all the territory at least as high up as 

Natchez, and the settlement around tl1at place.* The treaty 

of November 30, 1782, being anterior to that between England 

and Spain, the latter being an ally of the United States, and 

the disputed territory being within the chartered limits of 

Georgia, clearly gave the United States the best right.t 

What was ihe object of Spain in thus contesting so strongly 

the right of the United States to this territory north of the 

thirty-first parallel of latitutle, and the joint use of the Missis

sippi river? Tho answer is founcl in tho correspondence be

tween the French ernbassador at :Madrid and his government. 

"The cabinet of )Iadritl," says he, "thinks it has the greatest 

interest not to open the :Mississippi to the Americans, and to 

disgust them from making establishments on that river, as they 

never submit to the idea. of giving 11p the no.Yigntion of the Mississippi; that it 
belonged to the United States by the lnw of nnlure, and to concede it to Spain 
·would be inconsi.tent with tbe charncter of the Americnn Uoion.-.Diplomatic 
Oorrespondcnce, Yo!. i., p. •155. 

* Olh·er Pollock to John Jay, June 8, 1785. -lb., Yol. vi., p. 79; American 
State Paper8 (co,,fide,itial), vol. x., p. 132. 

t See the entire correspondence in the tenth volume of American State Papers, 
and the sixth Yolume of Diplomatic Correspondence. 
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woultl not tlclay to possess themselves of the eom!ncrce of .Kew 

Orleans and )fox.ico, whatever impediments should be opposed 

to theil' progress, and that they would become neighbors the 

more dangerous to Spain-as, even in their present wealmess, 

they conceive vast projects for the conquest of the ires/em .~hore 

of the J.Wississippi." Ile further adds that "~pain is clecide(l 

to make the savages a barrier between her possessions and 
those of the .Americans."1; 

The discussion of these questions continued between the Uni

ted States and Don Diego Garc1oqui until the adoption of the 
federal constitution in 1 i87, neither party being willing to give 

ground. Iu the meantime, the settlers in the present states of 
Kentucky, 'l'enneRsee, and :Mississippi, were taking the matter 

into their owu hands. Such men as George Rogers Clark, 
J ames Wilkinson, Thomas Green, and William Blount, had de

termineu, at all events, to remo-re the Rpaniards. It was in 
vain that the federal government endeavoretl to restrain them. 

'l'hey replied, in language not to be misunderstood-': If the 

United States did not open to them lhe navio-atiou of the river 
0 ' 

they woulu do it themselYcs !"t 
In the ~eantime, Washi11gton had become president, aml Jef

ferson secretary of state. England had gone to war with revo
lutionary France; and the French people ha-ring beheaded their 
king, Spain was induced to join England in the league against 

them. Englaud1 jealous of the ri:,,-ing commerce of the United 
States, restrained Spain from making conce1<sions to the latter. 

But the victorious arms of France drove Spain from her alli-
* American Stole Paper,, vol. x., pp. 185, 186. 

t During lhe ea1:ly pnrt of tlois discus,ion, i\lr. Jny, who hnd chnrge of it on 
the pa~t o~ the United States, was rather disposed to give wny on the question 
of nuvignllon. Th~ news ~oon sp1•cnd over the western countl'y. The people 
fiew to nrms; and it becnme necessary, to pre\•ent n war, that Jay should return 
to bis fir~t position. A public deeloration was nlso made hy Congrcs. that they 
would never abandon this right of nnvigalion. 
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anco with England, and a change of ministry occurred at Mad

rid: )lauuel Godoy, the "Prince of Peace," became tho main

spring of Spani.;h politics. Spain and France now fol'med an 

alliance; and tho latter power, willing to oblige the United 

StatcB, an<l. to assist in building up a rirnl commerce to that 

of Great Britain, aiclod in forming a treaty. Spain at last 

yielded, but wished the United Rtates to guaranty lrnr .Ameri
can poi;se:-sions. This the latter declined. Ne.erlhclcss, the 

treaty of 1795 was agreed to and signed. IL ma.do the thirty

first pnrallcl of latitude tho southern boundary of the American 

Union, and confirmed tho right of her citizens to tho na.,igation 

of the :Mississippi. It also proYidod that, for the space of three 

year.;, Rpaiu woulu permit the citizens of the Unitecl States to 

deposite their merchandise and effects at Now Orleans; and if 
she diu not think proper to continue this privilege longer, she a 

would then assign them another place on tho banks of the river 

of equal utility as a place of dcposito:x-

The Spanish settlement at Natchez, meanwhile, had opouod 

and kept up an intercourse with Texas, through Xatchitocl1es. 

This road had become familiar to many Lcsides tbo Spaniards. 

On their return, they woulu make known to the .A.rnorica.us at 

Natchez the ad,antagos of the trade in Texas, tho surpassing 

beauty and richness of the country, the abundance of tho game, 

and the lhousanu other attractions to adventurers. A.11 these 

recitals, so novel to tho pioneers who had marched to tl10 ex

treme limits of the Uuitcd States on the )iississippi, excited in 
them a curiosity, n. love of ad,·cnture, and a desire to sec tho 

Texan region, which the dangers incident to the journey served 
only to increase. 

The Indians in Texas had again become troublesome. 'l'he 

* Treaty of Snn Lorenzo el Real (October ':Ji, 1795). -Elliot'i Diplomatic 
(]ode, vol. i,, p. 390. 
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Franciscan fathei-s harl not met with the desired success in civ

ilizing them; nor were the forces at the posts sufficient to over

awe them. In fa.ct, it is not improbable that the missionaries 
would l1avc succeeded bettor without the soldiers: so little 

docs the arm of God need an arm of flesh to propagate his gos

pel ! ~uch was tho daring impudence of tho Camancl1es, that 
tl1c troops at the Alamo were compcllccl for safety, in 1785, to 
rcmo.e their tents within the mission walls. This Ycnera.blo 
mission, tho second in TcxaR, <loser.cs some consideration. 

It was first foun<l.cd in the year 1703 by FranciRcans of the 
apostolic college of Querotaro, in the valley of tho Rio Grande, 

under tho invocation of San Francisco Solano. !Jere it re

_mained for five years, but for some reason was removed to a 
place called San Ildophonso, where it seems to ha.Ye remained 

till 1710, at which time it was moved back to tho Rio Grande 
' and reinvocatod as the mission of San Jose. Iloro it remained 

under the guidance of the good father Jose de Soto till the 1st 

of )fay, 1718, when, on account of the scarcity of water, it was 

removNl to the we:-t bank of the Ban Pedro, about throe fourths 
of a mile northwest ?f the present parish-church of 8an Anto
nio:::• Ilcre it remained, under the protection of the post of 

Sau Antonio tlo Y alcro, who~c name it assumed, until 1722, 

when, on account of troubles with tho fodians, it was once more 

remoYcd, with tho po><t, to what is now known as the Military 

Pla:a. Tho main square, or Pfa:::a of the Constitution, was 
formed in 1730 hy tho colonists sent out at the request of De 
Aguayo. Tho cstal,lishment around the Military Plaza was 

* ~t'xnr Archh·es, :\IS. I om in,lebted lo my friend F. Girand, E.."(J,, for these 
data rn rega_t·J lo the Alamo. lle hns I\ more accurate ond critical knowledge 
of the ~Id l11stor): of_Texns than nny person in (he slate. "The baptisms and 
other rites are ~,ud, rn the 'Book of Bnptiems.' &c.," ohserves :Mr. Oiruml, "to 
have. been performed iu the parish of the Pueblo of San Jose del Alamo II am 
which I_nm inclined to think wns never adopted by the people geocrall~." 

0 

se: 
Appendix No. 4. 
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properly called &ni Antonio d1• Bexnr ( Vejar), while tho town 

on tho cast of tho church was known as San F,rna1ulo. 

In )fay, 17 -!-!, the people, tired of the law:mit hctwccn the 

ex-governors f:andoYal and }'ranqui:::, laid the foundation of the 

church of their oltl mb:-ion, where it now stanch; unfinbhed, as 

the clturclt of the Alamo. It had been seeking a resting-place 

for nearly half a century, and it was time that it should find 

one. Frou this period until 1783 it was still known and con

ducted as tho mis:-ion of Sa,1 A11to11io dr. Valero. In tho mean

time, the numher of Indians unde1· its charge increased and ' ' 
as they bccnme civilized, were :,cttled around the mission, thus 

forming a town on tho ca::.t side of the 1frer. The company of 

San Carlos de Parras was stationed there for the prntcction of 

the town anu mission. It enjoyed a separate organization, 

aml. hau its own alcalde, and place of wor:-hip. Ilut, about 

this last-named period, tho place ceased to be a mis~ionary sta

tion. All tho Indians brought in for conYcrsion had for somo 

time prm·iously been taken to the mii:::--ions below tho town

perhaps tho bctto1· to secure them against its corrupting iuflu

euccs; !'O that, baring no further mi:, iouary work to perform, 

San Antonio de Yalcro became an ordinary ~pani:ih town, and 

tho old mi,::;ionary church of the Alamo became a common 

pari::h-church. On tho 2d of January, 1703, the bishop of 

~Iontcrcy directed the church-records of the mission to be 

pa~sed to the curate of San .Antonio de Bexar. Accordingly, 

it wa~ douo tho ensuing August, by :Father Lopez, the lm;t of 

the noble followers of St. Francia; that had labored as a mis

sionary in tho Alamo. ,111(1, on tho 10th of April, 170-!, Don 

Pedro do Nava. go,·c1·nor of Chihuahua, who;;c jurisdiction also 

extended oYcr 'l'cxn", secularized all the mil-sions within tho 

two proYince:,,: hy which all !he temporalitics of the mi":-ions 

were take1. out of the hands of the friars, and delivered to tho 
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ciYil officcri! of ~pain. The pooplo of tho mis~ions, however, 

were not left destitute; for, hy the same decree, tho mission

land,, were divided among them, and titles girnn to each man. 

Tho Adao:-, after tho abandonment of that po:-t by tho Span

ish troop~, continued to lnngui~h till 1700, when it was hrokcn 

up and dc;acrtcd, and the inhaliitnuts rcmoYod to San • 

where places were ac:signcd them on the cast hank of .1rnr, 

north of the .Alamo; all(l titles were al~o extended J them of 

the irrigabfo lands between tho Alamo rlitch and the riYer. 

Thi~ spot is :-till knom1 as the J,abor de los Adaesliios. 

Tho reforms iutroduco<l by Gah·ez, and the geuernl increase 

of commerce in the ~foxican gulf, had called the attention of 

tho pul,lie aul11orilies to Aran!-nS bay. Copano had been for 

some time a yilace of landing, principally for smuggling-vessel~. 

To watch these illicit moYemcnts, tho mission of our Lady of 

luf11ge was located on )fo;sion river, some ten miles nho,o 

Copano, in the direction of La lfahin. Ilut little progress, 

howcve1·, was made, either in the convcr,,ion of the Indians or 

in building up the mb~ion. A corporal with a guard wa~ ~ta

tioncd there, and, instead of as ·i~ting in the work, took posses

sion of the comfortable quarters erected hy the father and his 

Indian flock ; and instead of remaining in front of the mis~ion, 

to guard it, took shelter under its pickets; and, instead of aid

ing in the in,,trnction of the Indians, were imparting to them 

what they ought not to know.* 

'l'hc mbsion at La. Bahia had met with somo Queeess. It 

served at least ac; n. ::,cttlcmcnt, and a. plncc of clcfcncc. The 

faihcr:i wore kind to tho Inclian~, which b·ca!mcnt met with no 

bad return. This wai- CYinccd in aftcr-ycar::1, when the latter, 

flying from the Anglo-Amc1·icans, t-0ok refuge at Ln Ilahia. 

* Ilexar Archive!, Mq Letter of Brother Antonio .le Jesus Gnrnyita to Doo 

:Maouel Minoz, goHruor of Tc.,na, Mnreh 1-l, 1799. 
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Such was the si~ation of Texas toward the close of the last 

century, and but little in advance of what it had been scrnnty

ffrc years earlier. 
But the .J..merican Revolution had changed the face of things. 

A. spirit was im·oked that could not be allayed : it was one of 

]jl;~;/ thought and action-of inquiry and progress. It 
soon 1 ... Iyl, its way to Texas. It came :first in search of wild 
horsQs, 01 '-'l.ttle, and of money; it came to see and admire; 

it came to meet dangers and contend with them; it came to 

say that no peoplo had a right to shut their doors and deny 

the rights of hospitality; it came to diffuse itself wherever it 

went. It was in vain that it was resisted by old organizations • 

and sy:;tems-it must be heard. It was in vain that the con

vcmtional .code of nations was pleaded-they required a new 

code. Tho shock was rude, but useful, and the result good for 

the world. 
Just at the close of tho eighteenth cen:tury, Texas and 11Iex

ico suffered a serious loss in the death of Don Jose Galvez, 

their excellent viceroy. Such was his popularity in New Spain, 

and such the tyranny of the parcnt--go\·crnmeut, that in 1707 

the people rose up to the number of one hundred and thirty 

thousand, and proclaimed him king of Mexico. Gah·ez pre

ferred his loyalty and honor to his aml.1ition, and, mounting his 

horse, rode out among the mob, attended by his guard, and dis

per~cd them, crying, "Long lfrc his catholic majesty Charles 

IV.!'' .\. Jike pronouncement occurred in a distant part of the 

country. Uc sent against the disaffected ten thousand troops, 

and tlii-per:,cd them, haYing four of the ringleaders beheaded. 

For all this, GalYez received the applause of the Spanish court 

-and shortly after was poisoned! Ile was too much beloved 

in New Spain to be relied on as a servant of such a tyrant::t 

* Pike, Appendh: to Purt IlI., p. 40. 
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Cll.J..PTER X. 

PHILIP NOLAN had been engaged in trade between San An
tonio arid Natchez since the year 1785. This trade was not 

legitimate, but was perhaps "inked at by the Spanish authori

ties. Iu October, 1800, he started on another expedition into 
Texas, having with him a company consisting of twenty men. 

Among them was Ellis P. Bean, then a young man seventeen 

years of age:* Nolan had, in a previous journey, procured 

from Don Pedro de NaYa, commandant-general of the north

eastern internal provinces of Mexico, a passport; yet, as the 

present expedition was well known at Natchez before he set 
out, Vidal, the Spanish consul at that place, entered his com
plaint before Go,ernor Sargent and J udgc Bruin, asking that 

the company he arrested and detained. Xolan wa~ brought 
before these authorities, and, haYiug exhibited his passport, l1e 
was permitted to proceed.-t The company crossed the Missis

sippi n.t Walnut Ilills (Nogales), and took a westerly course 
for the Washita.. In the meantime, Vidal the consul sent an 

express to the ~pani:;h commandant at Washita to stop them. 

They had travelled some forty miles from the 111issis::;ippi, when 

they ,met the Spanish patrol of fifty men. These, seeing No-

* See Benn'• )lcnioil"I!, Appendix No. 2. 
t Winthrop Sargent was appointed governor of the :Mississippi territory in 

I 798, nnd Peter B. Bruin one of the judges of the superior court. - Valley of thd 

Miis;&>ippi, vol. ii., pp. 8-12-844. 

.. 
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]an\; determined movements, gave way and lot the company 

pa s. Xolan. arniding Fort Washita, continued hi:, joumey 

west, without any road, and without seeing any person. Oc

ca~ionally they lialtl'd to 1.ill provisions and rcfrc:;h tl1cmsclves. 

Before th<'Y rcachccl Red riYer, three of the company (Morde

cai Richard,-, .John ,\dams, and John King) strayed off and got 

]o:-t, but ~uh:::equently returned to Xatcl1cz. After hunting for 

them ~ome days, tho company r,-.umcd their journey. They 

pas:-:ed around the bead of Lake Bislinea.u and cro:;~ed Red 

river, four mile-; frorn wl1ich they came to a Caddo vi1lage, 

where they met with a kind reception, aml obtained. i;ome fine, 

fre~h hor,;cs. In ,ix days mo1·e they crossed the Trinity, and 

immediately entered upon an immcn~c rolling prairie, through 

which they a<lrnuccd till they came to a. spring, which tll('y 

named the Pai,1ttcl .~pring-. Thi:-: they did because at it:, head 

there stood a rock, painted hy the Camanchcs and Pawnees, in 

commemoration of a treaty of peace once celebrated at the 

spring by those tribe~. In the rnst prairie around them they 

could find no othe1· fuel than dried buffalo-dung. 'l'hcse ani

mals, though once numerous there, had left, and for nine days 

the company were compelled to subsi-:t on the flesh of musta,ig 

horscR. By this time they reached the Ilrasos, where they 

found plenty of deer and elk, i-omc buffalo, and " wild hor<:cs 

11y thou~ands." Herc they built an cnclo;;urc, and caught and 

penned about three hundred head of mu~tang,;. ~\.t thi, place 

they were, i~ite<l hy two hundred Camanche lndiauR, and, upon 

inYitation, the company went with them to vi~it their chief, 

Necoroco, on the south fork of Red riYer, where they remained 

_. a mouth. During they stay they were visited by other tribe:-:, 

and made many friends. Tlll'y rcturnctl at length to their old 

camp, accompanied hy an escort of the natinis, who managctl 

to steal elcYcn head of the dome::.ticntcd or gentle hor:'CS of the 
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compnny, nnc1, in fact, all they had that could be cm1,loyed iu 

captnrin!.r rnnstaug,.* 

Thb company nt tl1i::. time con i tcd of Captuin Xolan,t fh·e 

Spani.mli', ckren American:<, and one ucgro. As they could 

do nothing ,\ ithout their horses, Captain Xolan. B. P. Denn, 

Robert ,bhky, Jo:;cph Recd, D.ni<l Farro, all(l C~:-:a1· the ne

gro, volunteered tu go after them. Thry went on foot, and, 

after a march of nine day:<, found four of tho hor,cs, under the 

care of a." many Indian mC'n and ~omc won:on; tho otlier horses, 

the Indians aid, had hcon taken on n buffalo-hunt hy tho bal

ance of their own party, eight in 111m1l>er, and thnt tlwy "ould 

return that e,·cning. '!'hey further slated that the one who 

had i::tolen !hi' hor~es wa~ a onc-cyecl ln,li•lll, whom they would 

know by tlmt mark. In the crenin~ the Indians cnmc in, hring

ing the hor,e<1, :lll(l an abundance of meat. The whites tied the 

one-eyed thief, and guanlcd l1im till the morning; they then 

took from him 1n·m·i ion, for their Joumt-y, and returned to 

their camp in four dny:;. 

·while they were here, resting thcu1sch cs preparatory lo en-

* H 111's Memoirs, p. lJ, M~. Coloud Beall informs us h re of II cmt.om of 

the C11mn11 h & Once .1 y r, in 1!11• new moon iu June, lhcy assemble nt the 

1·cmile11~0 of their grc,,t chief, on ti ~alt fork of the Ool rn<lo, "here he ~.noses 

nil their fires to l c ~xtinguished. nnd furl'i !1 a cneh 111b-tribc "itb new fire for 

the ne:st J ear. Ench on th n 1111 plies l,in f with r ck enlt., nnd tl,e Im ting• 

pnrlica gu ont in 11 difTercut clirecliu11 to huut on new ground for the following 

BeMOO. 

f The fol owing letter bj Gm rnl Wilkinson, "ritteo in cipher t-0 Go,·ernor 

~ayoso de I.emo•, moy throw @oaoc hght 111 on 11 @ll•]'il!ion th11L Xoln11's ,',pcdi• 

t10u Willi connecicd w,th the aul>sequent Ill)& ricu,; cornluct of the ,nitcr:-
1'?\ATCUEz, Fi~ 6 l':°97. 

"Thi• wil' Le delh·el't!<l to you Ly Xolan, who, yuu kuow, is n chil,I of my 

o_wn raieinir, true lo hi, profession, an,l firm in hi,, attad1ment.1 to C:pain. J con• 

~1d r Imo n J10"crf1l in•trnment in our hnn la houlJ occasion offer. I will 

nnewer for his conduct. I nrn de, ,ly intcr~lo 1 in "hnte,·cr concerns b1111 and 

I confi.tcntJy recommend him to J our ,vnrmc•t 1,rotccti,m. ' 

"I nm eviJcntlJ your n1t ctiocnte 

"Ea topi,r. M. Ouoao 1111: LEllos."-.Anna/, c,f £;11 ,grtu. 
"W1uu~soir." 

YoL. 1.-8 

• 
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gaging in the chase of mustangs, a troop of one hundred and 

fifty Sp:uiiards, sent out by Don Ximesio Salcedo, eommandan~ 

general of the northeastern internal pro'\'inces, attacked their 

camp. About one o'clock at night, on the 22d of )larch, 1801, 
they came upon the outpost, consisting of one .American* and 

five Spaniards, engaged in guarding the l1orses, ancl took them 

prisoners. The enemy immediately surrounded Nolan's camp, 
but remained quiet till day broke. 'l'he tramping of the horses 

aroused the Americans, then consisting of only twelve persons, 

who, seeing the danger, prepared for defence. They had built 

a square enclosure of logs, to keep off the Indians, in whi.~h 

they slept. At break of day the Spaniards commenced thmr 

fire, which was returned from the log-pen. In ten minutes 

Captain Nolan was kille<l by a hall in the head. Bean then 

assumed the command, and continued the fight. By nine 

o'clock, A. M., two more of the Americans were wounded. 

The Spaniards had brought with them on a mule a swivel, with 

which they fired grape. At this time, Boan proposed to his 

mou to charge on this piece of artillery, but tho majority oppo

sing, it was not done. It was next proposed to retreat, which 

was agreed to. Each one fille<l his powder-horn, and the re

maining ammunition was placed in charge of the negro Cres~r. 

They left the enclosure, and soon gained a small creek. Wlule 

here, engaged in fighting, Cresar and one of the wounded men 

stopped and surrendered. The Americans continuetl the re

treat half a mile without further loss, though under a constant 

fire from the enemy on both sides. IIere Bean and his party 

took refuge in a ravine, and for a short time the fight ceased. 

At length the enemy began to close in upon the ravine, but 

were soon driven back. About two o'clock in the afternoon, 

* As the Mexicans use the term America,1os to designate the people of the 
United States, its English synonym will be so employed in this work • 

• 
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the Spaniards hoisted a white Oag. An American, with the 

Bpauiards, was appointed to holu a parley with Bean. They 

said all they desired was, that the Americans would return to 

their own country, and cease to come among the Indians in 
Texas. 

T!te Americans agreed to do this; aud a treaty was made, 
iu which it was stipulated that both parties should return to 

Nacogdoches fo company-the Americans not to surrender, 
however, as prisoners, but to retain their arms. They soon 

reached the Trinity, which was ornrflowing its banks. Bean, 

who was naturally expert in contrivances, soon had constructed 

of a dry cottonwood-tree a small canoe, and managed to carry 
over all tho Spanish troops, lea.Ying behind their arms and com
mander. 

The .American loader now proposed to his men to throw the 

nrms into the ri,or, start the commander over, and again march 
for the prairies; but, relying on the promise of a speedy return 

to the United States, they declined doing it. In a few days 

they all reached Nacogdoches, where they remained a month, 
waiting for an order from Salcedo, at Chihuahua, to return 
home. 

But, instead of their expected liberty, the .Americans were 
severally put in irons and marched off to San Antonio. Here 
they were kept in pri,:011 three months; they were then sent to 
San Luis Potosi, where they remained incarcerated for sixteen 

months. The prisoners, bein~ without clothes, thought of 

means to procw·e them. Bean and Charles King gave them
seh·es out as shoemakers, and were permitted to work at their 

prison-doors, by which means they earned some money. Then 

they were started off to Chihuahua. Arriving at Saltillo, they 

were handed over to another officer, who treated them with 

more humanity; ho took off their irons, and permitted them, 



116 HTSTOI!Y OF TEXA53. 

at places where they would stop, to walk about and look at 

the buildings:x• . 
As we shall again hear of these prisoners, and espeeial~y of 

Bean, we will not at present follow them in their sufformgs, 

but return to other eYents of more importance. . 
Notwithstanding tho Spaniards at Natchez were reqmred, 

by the treaty of October, 1705, to surrender that place t~ the 
United States wilhin six montlls after the exchange of ratifica

tions,t yet under Yarious pretences 1hey refused to do i_t. The 

Was that from the depredations comnutted on true reason , , 
American commerce by France, they expected a war between 

these two l)owcrs ; and as Spain was in alliance with France, 

she wished to hold these posts above the ihirty-first parallel of 

latitude as a protection to her possessions at Xew Orleans. Ul

timately, howe,er, partly by force and partly ~y ~grcement, 
the Spanish garrison was withdrawn, and the terntonal govern

ment of Mississippi organized. 
The French government had long desired to reco,er the pos

session of the colony of Louisiana, and bad so informed the king 

of Spain. In October, 1800, the two govern~ents entered it:to 
a secret treaty, by ·which the French republic engaged on 1ts 

part to procure for the infant duke o~ Parma, ~ grantlso1'. of 
Ferdinand VII. of Spain, an augmcutat10n of territory s~flic1ent 
to raise the population of his estates to one million of inhabit

ants, with the title of king ; tb.is augmentation to consist of 

Tuscany, or the, three Roman ecclesiastical proYinccs, or any 

other Italian proYinces that would form a rounded estate. 

And tho Spanish monarch engaged on his part to recode to the 

* Benn'e Memoir~, p. 23, el seq., MS. This, the first conflict between _the peo
ple of the United ~tnte. nnd ~Iexico, in which twelve men contended with some 
success for nine hours ngninst one hundred nnd fifty cnvalry, wns cnlculated to 
make no impression on the peoplo of :\Iexico not to be forgotten. 

t Elliot's Diplorontic Code, vol. i., nrt. ii., P· 3ll2. 
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French republic, six months after the latter had complied with 

her engagement, the pronnce of Louisiana, with the same ex

tent that it tllcu had in the hand:; of Spain, and had while in 

the prc,·ious pos!'essiou of France, and such as it then ought to 

be in conformity with the treaties subsequently concluded be
tween Spain and other statcs.i, 

Tllis treaty was unknown for some time in the United States; 
and, in fact, when the minister of tho latter power applied to 

8pain to purchase the bland of New Orleans, he was informed. 

that Spain hacl already transferred it to Franco, and that the 

United States must negotiate with that republic for such terri

tory in that quarter as they wishecl to acquire.t 

The peace of Amiens, contracted on the 25th of Uarch, 1802r 
between Great Britain, France, Spain, and Ilolland, was seized 

upon by the Spaui:sh govel'Ilor of Louisiana, as a pretext for 

Yiolating the treaty between Spain and tho United States, in 

closing the port of Xew Orleans, without appointing any other 

suitable place 011 the )fississi ppi as a dcposite for American com

merce.+ The ne1n, of this interdict produced considerable ex
citement among the people 011 the upper tributaries of this 

great rirnr. The sul0ccL was immediately laid before Congress 

by President Jeifcr;:;on. It was beliernd, however, that this 
interdict of the Spanish authorities at Xew Orleans was with

out the knowledge or npproral of tile king of Spain; and so it 
afterward appeared, as the king disaYowed the act, and caused 
the port of X ow Orlcru1;:; to be 1·copcned. 

* Elliot's Diplomatic Code, vol. ii., p. 1117. 
1- Americn11 Slat~ Poper$, vol. xi., p. G2. 

t See the proclumation of Gnvcrnor :llornlcs, dnted October 16, 1802. -.Amer
ir.an State Papers, Yol. iv., p. 4.83: Ilo~l<>n, Thomas B. Waite, third ~d., 1819. 
Dr. ~Ionetle ( T"allcy of tlie Jlissi8sippi, vol. i., p. 648) seems lo hnve been misled 
in plRCing this occurrence in the time of the elder Adams's ndminist.rntion. The 
t1·oops sent to the mouth of the Ohio were to operate against 1:)pnin Ill! the nlly 
of Frnnce, in case of n war ,nth the lnlter power. 
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The object of France in repurchasing Louisiana is not cer

tainly known, though it is hclieYcd to hu\'e been done with a 

view to sell it to the "Gnitcd States, and thus raise a fund to 

carry on her wars. Al that time, Spain was completely under 

tho control of France, and was conipcllocl to ouligc her in the 

cession of this noble proYiuco. Y ct it is bclicYed, as a part 

of the history of t1rnt transaction, that there was a secret un
derstanding between the two powers that :France should nol 

transfer Louisiana to the "Gnitecl States. llowcYcr this may 

be, the want of money on the part of France, and the fact that 

on the 14th of March, 1803, hostilities haJ. again commcnccu 

between her ancl Great Britain, hastened a sale. The United 

States, haYing learnecl through Spain that Franco had the clis

posal of the proYince, sent instruct.ions to )fos:;rs. )Iu11roe and 

Li-vino-ston the .American embassadors at )lndriu aucl Paris, 
b l 

to purchase, not the "·hole of Louisiana, hut only the i:iland of 
Orleans and Florida. 'l'he great lllell of tho Uuitcu State:; uiu 

not, at that day, see any necessity for acquiring that rnst ter

ritory on which has since gro,vn up so muuy noble slates, and 

given homes to so many millions of inhabitants. But, fortune 

did more for the young republic than her own statesmen: Bo

naparte would sell it, all together::+ Just as lhc Alllerican 

minister arri,etl in Paris, there appearcu in a Lotiuou paper a 

proposition that the British government shoukl raise fifty thou-

* "M. Tnlleyrnnd :,skcd me this dny, when pressing the sulijed, whether we 
wished to h11ve the whole of Loui,iann. I told him, no; llrnt our wishes ex
tended only to New Orleans and tbe Flol'idas; that the policy of France, how

ever, shoulu diet.ate. 
HJ>Al\IS, .April 11, 1803." 

11 P.AUI.S, J(ag 13, 1803. 

"We found, as we n<lvnnced in the n~gotiation, that M. )farbois WI\S nbso· 
Iutely resll·icted to the disposition of th~ wlwle; thnt he would lre,it f'.1r no '.e~ 
portion, and thn~ of course, it wns us~less to urge iL On mnture cvnsl(lcr~t1on, 
therefore we finally concluded n treaty on the best terms we coulcl obtn111 for 
the who!~." -Messrs. Livingston a,,d .l[onroe to the Secretary of State (bUiot'i 

Diplomatic Code, vol. ii., p. 633, ct. "''1·) 
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sand men and take X ew Orleans ; also, in reference to the 

troubles in the United States concerning tho navigation of the 

MississiPJ!i, and the probabilty that they would endeavor to 

purchase 1.he country, it was intimated that some two millions 

of dollars had boon distributed among tho high officers of 

Prance us bribes. Donaparto, then first consul, saw these arti

cles, and cletcrmineu, on the 0110 hand, that the province should 

not fall into tho hands of the English; and, on the other, that 

i\Iarbois, whoso integrity was unquestionable, and not Talley

rand, should conduct tho negotiation. The treaty was soon 

made and ratified. i:- Spain had, ever since the secret transfer 

of the province to France, kept the possession ; and, when in
formed of the sale to the United States, was indignant. She 

could not deny that Prance had paid the consideration ao-reed 
0 

upon. The tluko of Parma had, by treaty, been placed in pos-
session of Tuscany, and declared king of Etruria. y ct the 

secret understanding was violated; and, what was of the most 

eouscqucnce, the barrier between the United States and her 

American possessions was remoYccl, and a claim would be pre

sented. by the former to all the country cast of the Rio Grande. 

Spain therefore protested; but, overawed by Bonaparte, she 

withdt'cw her protest, and gracefully declared that sl1e did so 
o!t of good feeling toward the United States.t 

The ceremony of the deli..-ery and transfer of the territory 

of Louh;iana from Spain to France, and from the latter to tho 

* Elliot,'s Diplomatic Code, ,·ol. i., p. JOO. .April 30, 1803. 
t .A1nerican State Papers, vol. v. Letter from Don Pedro Cevallos to Mr 

Pinkney, Fd,runry JO, ISCJ.1. Anunls of Congress (eighlh Congress, first session~ 
P· 1,26:3. l'inkuey's letter to the a,,crctary of stsle, dated Mndriu Auooust 2 
160:l: "Ile (Cevallos] said thnt, in the cession of Louisiana !Jy Spa~ to Fi·ance• 
there ,~as n secr~t article thnt Fronce should never pni·t witJ1 Louisiana, excep~ 
to Spnto; lhat if _she (France) should ever wish to dispose of it, Spain should 
nlwnys h~vc the right of pre-emption : from which he argued that France had 
not the right to muke such cession without the consent of Spnio." 
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United Staios, took place in December, 1803, in the city of 

New Orleans.,:-
In the debates in the 1J nited States Congress, on the question 

of the appropriations to pay the purchase-money for Louisiana, 
we can perceil'c the germ of a i,ectional controYersy between 
the north and the soufo, which has since assumed an impor
tance hardly consistent with that patriotic feeling which should 
exist between the distant portions of a great confederacy. 
Some of the arguments and pretlictions of the members in that 

discussion arc interesting:-
SAMUEL Wmrn (senator from Delaware): "As to Louisiana, 

this new, immense, unhounded world, if it should ever be in
corporated into this Union-which I have no idea can be done 
but by altering the constitution-I bclieYe it will. be the greatr 
est curse that coulu at present befall us; it may be productive 
of innumerable evils, and especially of one that I fear even to 
look upon. Gentlemen, on all sides, \\ith very few exceptions, 
agree that the settlement of this country will he highly injuri

ous and dangerous to tho United States . . .. . Louisiana must 

and will become settled if we hold it, and with tho "'l"ery popu
lation that woultl otherwise occupy part of our present terri
tory ... .. .And I do say that, under existing circumstances, 
even supposing that this extent of territory was a desirable 

acquisition, fifteen millions of tlollars was a most enormous 

sum to givo."t 
J AMES J ACK.SON (senator from Georgia): "The frontier peo

ple arc not tho poop1o they arc roprosentetl ; they will listen to 
reason, and respect tho 1aw·s of their country ; it can not be 
their wish; it is not their inte1·ost, to go to Louisiana, or see it 

settled, for years to come. The settlement of it at present 

* Americnn Slnle Paper,, vol. v., p. 19, et stq. 
t Annals of Congre,s ( eighth Congrc~s, first session~ p. SS. 
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would part father and son, brother ancl brother, antl friend and 

friend, and lessen the value of their lands beyond all calcula

tion. If Spain acts an amicable part, I have no doubt myself 
but the southern tribes of Indians can be persuaded to go there. 

It will he ach-antagcons for themselves: they are now [1803] 
hemmed in en o,·ery side; their chance of game decreasing 

daily; ploughs and looms, what0cver may be saicl, ham no 
charms for them ; they want a wider field for the chase, and 
Louisiana pre~cnts it. Spain may, in such case, discard her 
fears for her )Ioxican dominions, for half a century at least. 

.. . .. In a centuty, sir, we shall 1.,c well populated, and pre
pared to extend our settlements; and that 'world of itself' 
[Louisiana J will present itself to our approaches."* 

Unun TRACY (senator from Connecticut) : '' "\Ve can hold 
territory; but to admit tho inhabitants into the Union, to make 
citizens of them, and states, by treaty, we can not constitution
ally do: and no subsequent act of legislation, or oven ordinary 
amendment to our constitution, can legalize such measures. If 
done at all, they must be clone by universal consent of all the 
states, or partners to our political association. And this uni
,crsal consent, I am positirn, can nornr he obtained to such a 
pernicious rueasm·c as tho admission of Louisiana-of a world, 
antl such a worltl !-into our Union. Tltis u•ould be absorb

ing t!te northem states, and rendering them as insignificant in 

the Uriion as they 011gllt to be, if, by tlteir own consent, the 

measure sltoulcl be adopted."t 
Jon.~ RANDOLPil (reprosoniativo from Virginia) : "Is not 

the country west of the Mississippi valuable, since it affords 
the means of acquiring Florida from Spain ? Ile had no doubt 
of the readiness of Spain to relinquish Florida .. .. for a very 

* Annals of Congress (eighth Congress, first session), p. 41-
t lb., p. 58. 
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small portion of the territory which we claimed in virtue of the 
treaty under discu~sion ..... This boundary would embrace 

within the limits of Louisiana some Yery rnlnable domiuions of 

Spain, inclucling tho rich mines of St. Barbe, and the city of 

8m1ta Fe, the ca1,ital of Xcw Mexico. On the other hand in 
l 

Yirtue of her settlement of the A.Jaes, S1iai11 might claim the 

country ·as far cn:;t as the riYer 1lle:cicana [Sabine], and to the 

l1igl1lands tliYicling the w,1ters of tho Del Norte rh-or from those 

of the Missis,;ippi .... In settling this important barrier, there 

were ample materials for the acquisition of Florida: still retain
ing to our;,cl res all tho country watcreu by the )Iississippi."•::-

'l'he:=:c indications of puhlic sentiment at that day·show that 

tho northern state~ coul<l t sec with patience the power and 

population of lhc L'Hion extending westward ; that ornn tho 

frrcnds of the west hall no adequate conception of the future 

growth of that country; and that the strongest friends of the 

measure only v,antcu the region west of the )fissi:;sippi as a 

trading-capital ,rith which to pur1,;hasc Floricla of Spain. :Mr. 

Jackson thought "a century" hence would be soon enouirh to 

think of settHng Louh;iaua. Half that century has gon: by, 

and the seltlcmcnts arc on the Pacific! In all growing couu

trics, tho people arc ahead of their statesmen; in countries 
declining, it is bclieYcd to be the reverse. 

Ko sooner, however, had the United Bta.tcs begun to realize 
tno great fact that they were owners of Loui~iana-and as a 

f • ' parl o it, Texas-than they began to inquire into the geog-
raphy and capabilit,ics of their new purchase. .Accor<linO'ly 

~arly in 1804, the committee on commerce anu manufactu;cs: 

m Congress'. W<'rc instructed to inquire into thcf expediency of 
an exploration of the country. ~i. year proYious, Clark and 

Le\1-is hacl l>ccn despatched up tho l\Ii::;soui·i; but tho .Arkansas, 

* Anonls of Congress (eighth Congrc~, first session), p. 486. 
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Red ri,er abo,e Xafohitoches-iu fact, the great southwest

were unknown to the statesmen of the United States. 'l'he 

auo..-c-namcu committee, iu their report, speak of aducs as the 

"capital of the pro\'incc of Texas, and situated on tho ri,er 
:Oiexicaua"·* - 11 hen there was not at that time, perhaps, a 

single person in tho place, and_had not been for fourteen year~! 

'l'he rcpulilic, l.10wcvcr, had no sooner got fairly seated m 

her southwestern capital, tlum questions arose between her and 

Spain touching the liounclarics of Louisiana, both on Lhe cast 

side aud ou the west. Prcsiucnt J eiTerson, by his proclama

tion, had declarell the hay and riYcr of :Mol.iilc a district for 

the collection of duties. Spain protested against this,t and a 

collision secmcll at hanu; but, to a,oid it, a special embassy, 

con;;isling of )lcssrs. :Monroe and Pinkney, was despatched to 

)fo,dri<l to treat with the Spaui:;lt go,crumcnt, not only on the 

subject of the eastern and western bounda.rics, but likc~iso on 

other Jifferonces hetwecu the two countries. The instructions 

to the .,i.m!!rican ministers proposed that Spain shoulu relin

quish the Florid.as, in cou.:;idcration of which .all that portion 

of Texas lying between the Sabine antl Colorado rivers should 

remain neutral ground, not to be settled. or grautecl by either 

power for -- years; and tho Cnitecl States to pay to Spain 
a 0um not exceeding two millions of dollar,-, out of which tho 

amount clue from the latter to Ameri0au citizens should be <lc

dueled. Such were the im,tructions of the 15th of May, 1804. 

The number of years in which the above-namcll country shoulcl. 

]Jc a neutral ground was not lo exceed twenty, at the end of 
which time the two powers were to acljust the boundary by 

another treaty. But, ou the 8t,h of Jnly following, the Amcri-

* Annals of Congress ( eighth Congre"-", fir~t. session), p. I 124. Report of ~lurch 

8, 1 S0-1. 
t Proclamation of May 20, 1S01.-lb., p. 123·1. Also, letter of the marquis 

d~ C(ISi\ Y l'Ujo. -lb. ( eighth CougNss, scconJ se:,.~ion ), p. oSS. 
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can ministers were instructed to propose the territory between 

the Colorado and the Rio Grande as the neutral ground.* 

The discussion, which extended over five mouths, resulted in 

nothing! The history of the first settlement of Texas by 

France and Spain, and of the subsequent occupancy of the 

country by both natiou~, was as fully discussed as the slender 

materials before them would permit. ·r 
Spain was at that period still under the influence of France. 

Manuel Godoy, a soldier of fortune, was omnipotent at tho 

colll'i of iradrid, and equally obsequious to Bonaparte. The 

latter, hanng an eye upon Spain and her possessions in .Amer

ica, became warmly enlisted in her behalf. 

In tho meantime, Spanish tl'Oops were gathering in Texas, 
and moving toward tho disputed boundary on the west of the 

Mississippi. The soldiers and inhabitants having lieen with

dmwn from tho Ada.cs, the nearest settlement in Texas to 

Louisiana was Xacogdochcs. When the Spanish authorities in 

the former province learned of the transfer of tho la,ttcr to the 

United States, they assumed a jealous aud exclusive conduct, 

forbidding intercourse, and endeavoring, in anticipation of the 

adjustment of a boundary-line, to extend their authority as near 
to the :Mississippi as possible. 

In 1805, Colonel Freeman, a genilcman of science, who had 

been <lei-patched by tho president to explore Rod river, was 

arrested by the Spanish troops, and sent back. About the 

same time, three other .Americans, named Shaw, Irvine, and 
Drewstcr, were taken prisoners within twelve miles of Natchi

toches, and conducted under a guard to San .Antonio. .Again, 

several slaves, decoyed away by Spaniards, and escaped from 

* An_nals of Cong_,·~,s _(eighth Congre~", second session), pp. 1338, 1346. 
t Thi:; ,alunhle historical corr~~pondence may be found in the twelfth volume 

of_ ".American Stnte Papers," and in the .Appendix to the "Annals of Congress" 
(eighlu CongreSE, fir:;t session). 
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Louisiana, had sought and fouml an asylum at Nacogdoches:~ 

.A.gain, at a village of tho Caddoes, a short distance above 

Nachitochcs, the American flag was displayed. 'l'he Spanish 

troops directed the .Americans to take it down, which the lnt

tcr refused, whereupon the troops tore it down themselves. 

.And, yet again, Lieutenant Zebulon :M. Pike, of the Cnited 

States army, having been ordered to explore the sources of tho 

:Mississippi, became lost, and was arrested, taken to Chihuahua, 

and deprirnd of his pi:tpcrs. These were i,omo of the results 

of 8panif'h non-intercourse-of tho royal exterminating order 

of Philip lI. In addition to these specific cases of interrup

tion, there was manifested a general disposition to do mischief, 

and encroach upon the United States, along tho whole frontier, 

from the seacoast to tho extreme settlements and trading-posts 

up Reel river. 
These ancient settlements on the Rod river, and along the 

frontier, require some consideration. The first settlement aboYe 

Natchitoches was made at tho month of Boggy river, on the 

cast hank of Rod river, in 1750, by o. trading-company, under 

the direction of :M. Fran!;:ois Ilervey, who had a permit for that 
purpose from the go-rcrnor of Louisiano.. This point, near tho 

lower houndary of Lamar county, is about five hundred and 
forty miles above Natchitoches, by the course of the river. 

The company not prospering, Ilcr,·ey removed, some two years 

after, forty miles lower down, to the ancient Cau.do village, 011 

tho Texan side of the river. Ilcrc he engaged in trade, being 

joined hy Sergeant Beson, who went there with some ten or a 

dozen soldiers under his command. They built a fort, which 
they named St. Louis de Carloretto, erected o. flag-staff, and 

mounted two small pieces of artillery. 8everal French fo.mi

lies settled there, and cultivated corn, tobacco, and garden- • 

* American Stole Pnper:1, vol. Y., pp. 14-l, J.J.5. 
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vegetables. This was in Reel rh-er county. A. creek in that 

county perpetuates tlie name of this worthy commandant. Ile 

was snccec<led in the command by Urn elder Grappe, ancl the 

lq.tter by Sergeant Closo. This detnclm1ent anc1 settlement 

continued thero until ahout the year 1770, when, Louisiaua hav

ing passed in to the hands of Spain, no attention was paid 'to 
the settlers, and tltcir little colony ceased to thriYe. Iu the 

meantime, their children had lieen growing up without educa

tion or the advantages of societr. To remedy this, although 

the country was fertile aml pleai'<ant, and capable of becoming 

rich a.nd populous, they broke up the place, and removed to 

the vicinity of Katchitoches. 

• About the time of the r.rection of Fort Rt. Louis, a settlement 

was made at Yattassc Point, on Bayou Pierre, about seventy 

miles above Natchitoches, under the direction of l\I. Verge, who 

carried on an extenf'ive tmde with the Carankawaes Kcechies , ' 
Yattassees, and other Texan Indians.->, 

At abont the ~eriod these settlements were formed on Red 

river, Ca.ptain Bourne, the commandant at N"atchitocbes, estab

lished a trading-house on the south si<lc of the Rabine, some 

fifteen miles cli8tant from tl1e river, and about one hundred and 

thirty miles northwest of Xatchitoches. This pla.ce, known as 

the Dout, Fccms to h::wo been remoYed to the enst bank of the 

Rabine, uenr its head, and loeatr<l in a. prairie, where the re

mains of the fort could be seen for many years after. 

All these Fettlement::: made by the Frcuch, being followed 

hy the "family compact'' of the house of Bourbon, were per

milted to take their cour,:e. .A.ncl in this condition they were 

found by the .Americans when Louisiana. came into their hands. 

The United States desired that they should remain in statu quo 

until th.e two nations could agree upon a boundary. But the 

* American Sblte l'aper~ vol. v., p. 125, et seq. 
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policy of Spain wa.s dilfercnt. She regretted the loss of Lou

isiana; and her high functionaries-for instance, the paron de 

Bastrop and the marquis de Casa. CalYo-reported, wherever 

they went, tha.t the disputed territory woulcl soon l>o in posses

sion of tho Rpaniards.'' This, among the uninformecl, produced 

considerable effect. 
Spain was at this time really hostile to the United States. 

Iler ships-of-war had ravaged their com'!Ilcrce to an alarming 

extent in both the Mediterranean and Wesi India seas.t Rhe 

had lcYied a tax of twelrn per cent. upon the commcn:e of Mo

bile rirnr ;:j: and was engaged in a. constant pilfering warfare 

along the l>oun<lary-line at Fort Adams. To sustain herself 

against the forces she expected would be opposed to her, to 

repel these a!'11aults upon the Union, she ,Yas strengthening her 

posts by rciuforcem1!nts. Four hundred Spanish troops were 

ordered from Harnna to Pensa.cola, 1hrec hundred more to 

Baton Rouge, and eight l1undrcd to Texas.II Tho United 

States, not wishing to commence an aggressive war, were nev

ertheless determined that the Spanish forces should not cross 

the Sabine river. ~\.ecordingly, orc1cra were given 1,y the sec

retary of war, on t.ho 20th of I\oYembcr, 1805, to Major Port.er, 

comma.nc1ing the American troops at Xatchiloches, to pre,·ent 

such aggi·ession.~ . 
The new goYcrnor of Texas, non Antonio Cordero, nnfred 

at Naco(l'dochcs in the fin,t dnYs of October, 1805, haYiug with 
"' J 

him two companies of one hundred aud ten men each. Five • 

other companies had reached Ran Antonio, and "·ore to ad

vance cast. Two o1hcr detachments, of about fifty lllcn each, 

were stationed, one n.t ~Iatagorda and another aboYe the mouth 

of the Trinity, near the pre~ent town of Liberty, where they 

.. American Stllte Pnperi:, vol. v., pp. 102, 148. 
t lb., pp. o~ 92. t lb., p. 0v. I l l>., p. 95. § lb., vol. x., p. 493. 
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fortified thcmsclrns "ith pickets::. One of the companies that 

came witl1 Go,crnor Cordero to Kacogdoehes was despatched 

to reinforce the station above tho mouth of the Trinity.-t A 

small dctrrchmcnt, under tho command of Ensign Gonzalez, was 

sent forward to the old po~t at Adaes, where ho took his posi

tion. Another detachment was i:;ent down in the vicinity of 

Opelousas, to patrol that country. Fortifications were raised 

at N'acogtlochcs, and the place proYisioned and put in a state 

of defence. Three compauics were statioucd at Spanish Bluff 

( a few miles lJclow Robbins 's ferry), on the east bank of the 

Trinity.:j: But the ohjcct of Spain was, not only io obtain mili

tary possc>'sion of the country in dispute, but to settle it. Sev

eral hundred. families came into Texas by way of San Antonio; 

and a large number, that shipped from Spain for Matagorda, 

put in at the Canary islands. II 

In addition to these anangcmcnts, the old San Antonio road 

was put in order; and guards were stationed at each of the 

crossings of the Trinity, Brasos, antl Colorado. Pro,ious to 

t11is period, the tra,cl upon the above road was small. The 

Spaniards, to a,oitl tho Indians, went hy La Bahia; thence on 

the La Bahia road to the old road at Robbins's ferry. Be

Ridcs, most of the tra"'l"'el was for contraband purposes : hence, 

new road:;, called contraband traces, were best known and 

most used. 

The station at Spanish Blt1IT was made a general storehouse 

• for the army of operations. A largo number of beeves and 

* The at~tion nenr the present t,nvn of Liberty wns cnlled .tirl:oki1u1, the 
Indinn nnme oi the riYer. The troop• nucl supplies for this stntion cnme by 
La Bahin, nnd mnrked ont lhe route known os the .Atasca silo rond-so termed 
from its boggy locntion. 

t Americnu Stnte Papers, vol. v., p. l 1G. . . 
t This pince wns known hy the nn111e of Trinidad. Spani.,Tt Bluff ts used ID 

the text, becnu•e it is the only nnmc by which the site is now known. 
I .American Stntc Popcrs, vol. v., pp. 148, 149. 
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horses, and a con:;iderablo magazine of flour were collected 

there. Sc.-cral of the new settlers had established ranches on 

tho cast bank of the river, and had the benefit of a priest to 
watch over their spiritual affairs. 

With these troops and immigrants, came over to Texas, on 
a pastoral visit, Don Primo Feliciana l\farin, bishop of New 
Leon, to who/:c diocese ihc province of Texas appertained. 

Ile placed the affairs of the church in order, and made a cir

cumstantial report of its spiritual condition.* 

At the very commencement of the difficulties between Spain 

and the "Gnitod States, tho viceroy of Mexico, Itturgaray, antl 
Salcedo, the commandant-general of the northeastern internal 

proYinces, held a consultation, and determined, and so ordered 

that, if the Americans crossed the Arroyo Ilonda, their forces 
sl10uld attack them. With this view, Simon D. Ilerrera, gov

ernor of ~ cw Leon, was appointed to take command of the 

troops in the field; and Antonio Cordero, governor of Texas, 
the second in command. Ilcrrcra was a native of the Canary 

island~, and had scrrnd in the infantry in France, Spain, and 

Flanders. Ile had travelled in the United States during the 
presidency of General Washington, and entertained a. high 

veneration for his character. Ile possessed a thorough knowl

edge of men, was engaging in his manners and conversation, 

spoke the French language with fluency, and likewise a little 

English. Altogether, ho was a polite gentleman, of affable 

demeanor, and an a.rdcnt lover of liberty. Ile had married 

an English lady at Cadiz, by whom he had several childJ:cn. 

Go,ernor Cordero, whose residence was a.t Bexar, was a 

gentleman of considerable learning, and spoke the Latin and 

* .Americon State Popers, vol. xii., p. 88. The bishop nlso vfaited Natchito
ches, nnJ wns treated by Cnptnin Turner, then in command there, with the 
respcrt <lne to !1is profession.-Pike'• Expedition: .Appe11di.r, p. 4. 

VOL. I.-0 
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French languages fluently. Ile was an old soldier, and ono 
of the officers sent out from Spain, in 1772, to discipline the 

Mexican troops, and carry out those reforms recommended by 
Don Jos0 Galvez. Ile was popular as a go.-ernor, and, though 

he had neYer married, knew as well how to please as the gov

ernor of New Leon.* 

* Pike's Expedition, pp. 26S, 269. 

SP A;."'ffl!R TROOPS DRIVEN BEYO~ THE SABINE. 131 

CIT.APTER XI. 

ON the receipt of the order of the secretary of war, of the 
20th of November, 1805, ~fajor Porter made known to GoY
ernor Cordero, at Nacogdoches, the limit beyond which he 
could not pass, and required of him an assurance that the Span
ish troops woulJ not cross the Sabine. The governor answered 
the letter ou the 4th of Fcbruru:y, 1806, 1·cfnsing the assurance 
demanded. In the meantime, howcYcr, on the 1st of February, 
Major Porter despatched Captain Turner, with sixty men, to 
the A.daes, to compel any Spanish force he might .find there to 
withchaw beyond the Sabine; but directed him to avoid the 
spilling of blood, if it could be pre,entcd. Captain Turner 
reached the A<lacs before noon on the 5th. The Spanish patrol 

baying given notice of Turner's approach, he found their men 
in some confusion. They saddled, mounted, and formed. A. 
conference was held ; and, after a good deal of altercation, 
Ensign Gonzalez consented to retire beyond the Sabine, and 
Captain Turner gavo him three hours to prepare to march. 
He begged for time to hunt his horses, but was informed that 

he could send back two or three of his men for them; so he 

set out on his march. The next <lay Captain Turner ad,anced 
toward the Sabine, and, three miles from the A.dues, oYertook 
the Spanish ensign, who e:xcusell himself from procectling ou 

account of his lost horses. Captain Turner, not wishing to 



132 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

trust him further, took his written promise to retire beyond 

tho Sabine::❖ 
The Spanish authorities, on recciYing intelligence of this ex

pulsion, hastened their preparations to march to the disputed 

point. Go,crnor Ilcrrcra, with his quota of thirtccu hundred 

men f1~om New Leon, and Governor Cordero, with a smaller 

force, adrnnced to the Sabine, and crossed that river about tho 

first of August, 1806. Colonel Cushing, then in command at 

Nutchitochcs, addressed Governor Ilencru a letter, warniug 

him ilrn.t if he did not retire beyond the Sabine, he would be 

considered an invader of the territory of the United States. 

This letter reached Ilerrcra at tho plantation of ::\Ir. Prud
homme, a few miles only from Natchitoches. On tho next day 

(August 6th), Ilerrora replied, charging the go,ernmcnt of the 

United States with usurping the territory of Spain, but stating 

that his orders were not to break the good understanding which 

subsisted between the two countries. 

In the meantime, Governor Claiborne had called out tho 

militia of Louisiana, and roached Natchitoches with a consid

erable reinforcement about the 25th of August. Ile likewise 

addressed a letter to Governor Ilerrera, in which ho enume

rated many evidences of an unfriendly feeling on the part of 

Spain toward the United States, and assured him that, if he 

persisted in his aggression on the east of the Sabine, he might 

* Annnl• of Congress (ninth Congresi;, second session), p. 914. This document 
is worLh recording: -

" AT TU£ ADAF.S, February 6, 1806. 

"I, Jose llnria Gonzalez, ensign, commandant of his most cnLholic majesty's 
troops on Lbis side of the ri'rer Sabinas, hereby hnve ngreed with CaJ1tni11 Ed· 
wnrd n. TuruPr, captui11 in the United Stales army, to return /lll snid troops of 
bis catholic rnnjcsty to the other siJe of the said river Sabinns, ns soon ns my 
horses will permit it, or in five days, or nt farthest sL~ and to take my morch 
this dny; nnd I nlso oblige myself not to send any patrols on this side of the 
river Sabinns. "J. M. Gol<ZALEZ, E11.•i911 .. 

"Witness, Jom; D. DuFOREST." 
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readily anticipate the consequences. Governor Herrora re

plied on the 28th of August, denying and excusing the charges 

of unfriendly feeling on the part of Spain. 
By this time, General James Wilkinson arrived with addi

tional forces at Natchitoches, and assumed the command. On 

the 24th of September, he addressed to Governor Cordero a 

final and dccisi,·e letter, and, in a tone which could not be 

misunder:;tood, demanded the immediate withdrawal of the 

Rpaui:ih troops to tho west side of the Sabine. This letter was 

directly transmitted to General Salcedo : but, in the meantime, 
the Spanish forces fell back to the right bank of the Sabine, 

where they took their position ; and, on the 22d of October, 

General Wilkinson set out on his march from Nachitochcs, and 

established his quarters on the left bank of that river. The 

two armies being separated. only by the stream, and the com

mander on each side acting under positive orders from his gov

ernment, seemed to render a conflict unavoidable. Herrera 

called a council of war, laid before them the orders of the vice
roy and the commandr..nt-general, and asked their ad.vice. They 

were unanimous in the opinion that they should commence a 

predatory warfare, but avoid a general engagement. Ilerrcra, 
in opposition to this view of the council, entered into an agree

ment with General Wilkinson, that, until tl1c question of 'bound

ary between the two goYernmonts was settled, all the territory 
between the Sal,inc and the .Arroyo Honda should he a neutral 

ground, not to be occupied by either party : aud thus a conflict 

was arnided. The agreement was approved by both goYern

ments, and General Herrera actually received the thanks of the 

viceroy for his conduct in the affair !* 

The fortunate conclusion of this campaign, together with the 

* Annals of Congress (oinlh Congrea(\ second session), p. 918, et seq. Pike', 
Expedition, p. 270. 
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fact that Spain recognised the doctrine that tho flag protected 

the cargo, to which may bo added the fearful war then ravaging 

Europe, produced a temporary calm in tho relations bet~een 

this power and tl1e United States. 

'I'he expedition of Captain Zebulon ir. Pike, of tho United 

States army, has been referred to. Under instructions from 

President Jefferson, he had heen successfully engaged, between 

the 9th of August, 1805, and the last of April, 180G, in explo

ring the sources of the Mississippi river. In the middle of 

July, of tho latter year, ho set out again, under orders from 

General Wilkinson, to mako certain friendly arrangomcnts with 

the Camancho Indians, and to explore the Arkansas and Red 
river,;:* Tho company consisted of twcnty-tb1·ee persons, 

among whom was Dr. Jckn iI. RolJinson, a gcuLleman of sci

ence, who, though not belonging to tho army, joined the expe-
l dition as a volunteer. 

While the party had been making preparations at St. Louis 

to depart, information of the intended expedition was convoyed 

by the ~paniards at that place to Captain Sebastian Rodriguez, 

commandant at Xacogdochcs, by whom it was transmitted to 
Governor Cordero, and thence to tho sent of government; and 

an expedition was immediately set on foot to intercept Pike. 

It was placed under the command of Lieutenant Don Fccuncla 
Mulga.res, and consiste<l of one hundred dracroons of the rco-u-o t> 

lar scn·ice, and fiye hundred mounted militia. They sot out 

from Santa Fe with more than two thousand horses an<l mules , 
and six months' pro,isions. They descended Rod riYer six 

hundl'cd miles, and then passed over to the Arkansas makin()' , t> 

friends of the different triues of Indians, and giYing to their 
chiefs commission:;, medals. flags, horses, and other presents. 

They also arrested and took with lhom on tho route all the 

* Pike's Expedition, ['(l, 107, 108, 111. 

• 
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American tra<lers they found, left them on the river above 

Natchitoches, antl returned to Santa Fe in October, without 

ha"ing met Captain Pike1 who did not cross their path until 

they had returned.+; 

Captain Pike, in this expedition, appears eto haYe been mis

led in endeavoring to follow the trail of the Spaniat·ds, and got 

lost. Ile, howeYer, made his way to tho Rio Grande, where 

his party was found by the authorities of New Jfoxieo, auout 

the beginning of the year 1806, and conducte<l to Santa Fc.t 

Here they were treated kindly by Governor Allencaster, but 
deprived of important papers, antl then sent under an escort 

to General Salcedo, the commandant-general, at Chihuahua.:j: 

.After some detention, Captain Pike and a portion of his com

pany wore do~patchod to Xatchitoches, by way of San Antonio, 

accompanied by an escort. 
On his return to the United States, Captain Pike published 

a journal of bis expedition, with a copious appendix, giving a. 
description of the country, the inhabitants, their manners, and 

love of indepenclence, together with an account of tho mines, 

productions, and resource~, of tho different provinces. This 
work came hefore the .\merican public at a time when Spain 

had fallen, and tho crown of her sovereign was at the disposal 
of Bonaparte. It impartccl to the ad,enturers in tho United 

* Pih's Expedition, p. H2. 
t At Snnta Fe, Cnptuin Pike foun,1 Solomon Colly, one of the men captured 

with Benn. Ifo ,vns kept nt Snutn Fe ns a prisoner. As the cnptnin was leav
ing, Colly cnme to him, with tenrs in his eyes, nod requested him not to forget 
him when he returned to the United States.-Jb., p. 218. 

t Cnptnin Pike also founcl at Chihuahnn Dnvid Farro (or Fero), another of 
Benn's men. Ile !ind formerly been an ensign under Pike's_fnther. The meet
ing wns atfocting. Forro, confined nt St. Jerominie, had escaped, to have an 
interview. Cnptnin Pike promised to do for him what he could, divided with 
him his purse, and they separatrd. -lb., p. 240. The old negro Cresnr, of Benn's 
party, was also living there. Cnptnin Pike found him extremely communicative 
anJ useful. -lo., p. 247. 
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States new ideas and, excited in them a sympathy for the cre
oles of Mexico-who hated the French sincerely-which sym
pathy they desired only an occasion to manifest, by an invasion 

of New Spain. 
At the close of ,1806, Texas was in a more flourishing con

dition tl1an it had llcen previously. The introduction of new 
settlers, the marching antl display of so many troops, the pres
ence of so many tlistinguished generals, and tho introduction 
from Loubiana of considerable wealth, brought in by the immi

grants hither in consequence of the transfer of that country to 
the United States-all these causes seemed to impart life and 
cheerfulnc~s to the province. The regular military force in 
Texas was 1ittlc short of a thousand men. Four hundred of 
these were stationed at 8panish Bluff, the contraband crossing 
of the Trinity ; a hundred more at Robbins's ferry, on the same 
river; a hundred more at Nacogdoches; and nearly four hun
dred at Ban .Antonio.* 

At Nacogdoches, the commandant Rodriguez had been rc
mo.-cd and sent to Chihuahua for trial, for visiting Xatchitochcs 
with the marquis de Casa Cah-o ; and Don Francis "'\~iana was 
appointed in his place. The latter was an old veteran-one 
of the officers sent out from Spain with Colonel Cordero. He 
wns a man of great frankness, but gave his opinions too freely 
for promotion.t Ile, however, kept a good watch over the 
king's interests. 

In spite of guards nnd prisons, and even the fear of death, 
:;evcral Americans had settled along the San Antonio road, 
on both sides of Xacogdoches, and exhibited their nationality 
in the opening of productive farms. Among them, Messrs. 
Barr anc. Davenport, who had come to Texas toward the close 

* Pike's Expedition : Appendix, p. 84. 
t lb., p. 2'7 5. 
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of the last century, hatl a settlement two miles cast of the An
gelina ; they also carried on business in the town ; and, after 
the cantonment of the troops at Spanish Bluff, they established 
an extensive cattle-rancho on the cast of the Trinity, below 

Robbins's ferry. 
Society at Nacogdoches, though not extensive, was good. 

Dinners, dances, and other social parties, were common and 
agreeable. The commandant, Captain Herrera, and Colonel 
DaYcnport, were the leading men. 'l'hcy kept up a correspon
dence with the Un.itcd States, took newspapers, and toasted 
the kiug autl the governor of Texas. The town then contained 

about Jive hundred inhabitants. 
At the Spanish Dluff a considerable town was growing up. 

:Many 1,[c:s:ican families had removed there; and the eastern 
slope of the 'frinity valley, for some miles above and below 
the town, was coYercd with cattle antl horses. The spiritual 

interests of the people, under the guidance of Father Jose An

gel Caba.so, were duly carried for.* 
There was a guard stationed at the Brasos-as there was 

at all the large rivers-and, what was of most importance, a 

ferry-boat, probably the only one in Texas. 
San Antonio was in u. flourishing state. True, the buildings 

were mostly mud-houses, yet the place was extensive. The 
troops were stationed on the east side of the river, near the 
Alamo, in the new parish of Valero, then under the care of 
Father Clemente Delgado. The old town had a separate cu
rate. The missions be1ow the town, having been secularized, 

were all unoccupied, except that of San Jose. These old mis
sions, the work of other days, had long been the scat of hospi
tality, of refuge, and of prayer; but they had survived the 

brains that conceived and the hands that reared them, and 

• l>jke, p. 273. 
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stood, ir. 1806, as th~y still stand, in silent majesty, surveying 

the changes around them. Let no Vandal innovator disturb 

their solid proportions; but let them go down to the future, as 

monuments of tl10 faith of the Franciscan fathers, and the works 
of their neophytes!* 

Tl1e population of Texas was, at this time, about seven thou
sand, of which some two thousand lived in San Antonio. This 

population was made up of Spaniards, creoles, and a few French, 

Americans, civilized Indians, and half-breeds. Their habits 

were wandering, the most of them being engaged in hunting 

buffaloes and wild horses. The former furnisl1ed them meat; 
with the latter they carried on a contraband trade with Lou

isiana. To check in some degree t~ rambling life, GoYernor 

Cordero restricted the hunting of buffaloes to a particular sea

son of the year, and obliged every family to cultivate a certain 
quantity of land. 

Society had been greatly improved in San Antonio by tho 
officers of tho army as well as the now settlers. Among the 

leaders of fashion and polite manners were, next to the gov

ernor, Father M'Guire, Doctor Zerbin, Captain Ugarte and his 

lady, and Colonel Delgado. These attended to the hospitali

ties of the town, and introduced among the inhabitants a suavity 

of manners and a fondness for social intercourse which served 

much to make San .Antonio by far the most pleasant place in 

Texas. Too much time, however, was spent at cards. Yet 

at the governor's 1euee in the evening, or on tlie public square 

after supper, where the people, from the chief magistrate down, 

joined in the Mexican <lance, there was great cheerfulness, ele
gant manners, and much interesting conversation. t 

The people, with the exception of a few foreigners, were 

* Pike : Appendix, p. 32. BexRr Archive,, MS. 
t lb., p. 266, et seq. 
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strictlv catholics-the most of them zealously and sincerely 
so. ,\ scene between Captain Pike and Father Guerra, at Al

buquerque, as illustrative of this point, is too interesting to be 

omitted here. " We were received," says the captain, "by 

Father .Ambrosia Guerra in a very flatt.ering manner, and led 

into his hall ; thence, after taking some refreshment, into an 

inner apartment, where be ordered his adopted children of the 

female sex to appear, when they came in by turns, Indians of 

various nations, Spanish, French, and finally two young girls, 

who from their complexion, I conceived to be English. On ' . 
perceiving that I noticed them, he ordered the first t~ retire, 
many of whom were beautiful, and directed these to sit down 

on the sofa beside me. Thus situated, he told me that they 

had been taken to the east l>y the Tetaus [Camanches], passed 

from one nation to another, until he purchased them, at that 

time infants, but they could recollect neither their names nor 

language : but concluding they were my countrywomen, he or

dered them to embrace me, as a mark of their friendship, to 

which they appeared nothing loath. We then sat down to din

ner, which consisted of various dishes, excellent wines, and'. to 

crown all, we were waited on by half a dozen of those beautiful 

girls who like IIehe at the feast of the gods, converted our 
' ' d • wine to nectar, and with their ambrosial breath she mcense 

00 our cups. f:ome time after the cloth was removed, the 

priest beckoned me to follow lrim, and led me into his sanctu~ 

sanctorum, where he had the rich and majestic images of vari
ous safots, and in the midst the crucified Jesus crowned with 

thorns, with rich rays of golden glory surrounding his head; 

in short, the room being hung with black-silk curtains, served 

but to augment the gloom and majesty of the scene. When he 

conceived my imagination sufficiently wrought up, he put on a 

black gown and mitre, kneeled before the cross, and took hold 
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of my hand, and endeavored gently to pull me down beside 

him. On my refusal, he prayed fervently for a few minntes, 
and then rose, laid his hands on my shoulders, and, as I con
ceived, blessed me. He then said to me,' You will not be a 
Christian-oh, what a pity! oh, what a pity !' He then threw 
off his robes, took me by the hand, and led me out to the com
pany smiling; but the scene I l1ad gone through had made an 
impression on my mind too serious to be eradicated until we 

took our departure, which was in an hour after, having received 
great marks of friendship from the father."* 

The Indians, oYerawcd by such a display of military force, 
had been quiet for some time. .A.long the Sun Antonio road 

none were to be found, except the Tonkawas, who numbered 
some six hundred warriors. They had lodges on the right 
bank of the Guadalupe and on the Brasos. They were miser
ably poor, and badly treated. Upon the evacuation of Louisi

ana by the Spaniards, many of the Indian tribes, still wishing 
to be under their jurisdiction, followed them over to Texas. 
.Among these may be named the A..libamons ( Alabamas), once 
a powerful nation residing on the banks of the river that bears 
their name, who have retreated and wasted away before the 

white race, until a small remnant of less than a hundred, in
cluding a kindred tribe, the Cushattas, are now surrounded on 
the banks of the Trinity, where they must shortly expire. 

The principal commerce of Texas in 1806 was wilh Me~ico, 
by way of Monterey and Monclova, and with New Orleans, by 
way of N atcbitocl1es-the last being contraband. Their neigh
bors on the south had made some progress. The new province 
of &11tander (now Tamaulipas) had been organized; and the 
capital of tho same name (now San Fernando) was located 
forty miles from tho gulf, and ninety miles south of the Rio 

* Pike, p. 222: Journal of Mnrch 'T, 180'7. 
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Grande, on the Conchos river. The country between that 
river and the Rio Grande being excellent for pasturage, some 
flocks and herds of horses, cattle, and sheep, were found scat

tered over it. 
-The population of Coahuila had in the meantime increased 

to seventy thousand, of which l\Ionclova had thirty-five hun
dred ; but Parras and Santa Rosa were each more populous. 
The prcsidio nUDlbercd about twenty-five hundred, mostly In
dians, civilized at the four handsome missions erected there. 

The government kept here a powder-magazine for tho supply 

of Texas. 
Tho town of Paso del Norte was in a flourishing condition. 

It had numerous vineyards, which, producing fine wines, sup
plied New Mexico, Chihuahua, and even Ooahuila. It also 

produced excellent wheat and other small grains. .A.bout two 
miles abo\·e the town, the authorities had constructed a bridge 
across tho Rio Grande, which formed the great passway from 
New Mexico. From this uridgc a canal was cut to the town, 
which irrigated all the farms below. In addition to this, im
mense flocks of sheep were raised here, and annually driven 
to the markets. Don Francisco Gat·cia, a wealthy merchant 

and planter ; Don Pedro Roderique Rey, the lieutenant-gov
ernor; FuU1er Jose Prado, the curate; and Captain .A.llcncas
ter, the l,rothcr of the go,ernor of Xew Mexico, were among 

the leaders of taste and good society in this place of luxurious 

living. 
When we speak of society in Texas, at the beginning of the 

present century, allusion is made to the Spaniards, many of 
whom had come from the polite cities of the mother-country, 
or from the viceregal palace in Mexico. The priests generally 
were men of good classical reading, as were many of the offi
cers in the regular service. These set a good example of taste 
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and elegance, which, of course, produced its imitative effect on 
the creoles and ci.ilized Indians. Thus was the fierce temper 

of a frontier life guided and moderated ; and the people, hav
ing no care of politics, passed their leisure time in playing at 
games, in dancing, and in conversing, mostly upon one of tJie 

subjects of money, women, or horses. 
On occasions of religious festivals, so frequent in every Ro

man catholic country, all ranks of the people participated with 
a hearty good will, though not always to their own edification, 

or to the credit of the church. 

.... ' 
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CII.A.PTER XII. 

DoN FRANCISCO MIRANDA. was the first advocate and mar
tyr of frecqom in Spanish America. Ilis grandfather was once 

governor of the province of Caraccas, where he was born. In 
1783, he visited the United States, ancl drank deep of the spirit 
of the American Revolution. Ile travelled over a good part 
of Europe on foot. In 178!), he was at St. Petersburg; and, 

though strongly pressed by the empress Catherine II. to enter 

her service, he felt an irresistible impulse that led him to join 
in the wars of France. IIcre he became attached to Pction, 
who had him sent on a mission to England, and gave him the 

appointment of major-general. ..ifter engaging in many battles 

in Belgium and Ilolland, he barely escaped falling into the 
hands of RoLespierre, then of the directory, and again of Bo
naparte. He devoted his time and great talents to the de-· 

struction of the Spanish power in America. It is not necessary 
further to truce" the eventful history of his life, than to refer to 
the fact that he started an expedition in 1806 from New York 

to Central America, and then another in 1810, both of which 
were lmsuccessful. Miranda had the countenance of Pitt in 
his expeditions: but it is equally true that the United States, 
although sympathizing deeply with their oppressed brethren 

under the Spanish yoke, affordeu no aid and took uo part in 
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Miranda's movements. The positive declarations .11 Presidents 
A.dams and, Jefferson on this point should be satisfactory.•:t 

From tho close of the American Revolution there were many 

choice spirits in Mexico, who wore impatient for an occasion 
to achieve their independence. But tho groat mass of the peo
ple had been too greatly oppressed, and were too ignorant, at 

one~ to grasp and comprehend the great idea of civil liberty. 
They had a dim view of it only, which made them restless. 
The prospect of a war between the United States and Spain, 
from the year 1801 to 180G, excited the sympathy between the 
people of the United States and the :Mexican creoles. From 

this grew up a correspondence, an understanding, between 
them that at t11e outset of such a war the adventurers of the 

' American Union were to invade Mexico, and join the creoles 
in sustaining their independence. At the head of this party in 
the United States was Aaron Burr. It was Burr's intention, 
in the event of such a war-then deemed almost certain-to 

establish an independent government in Mexico ; and there is 
little doubt that, in this enterprise, ho had the promised co
operation of General Wilkinson. To prepare for this state of 
things, and be nearer the scene of action, Burr had conh:acted 
for a large quantity of land on the Washita, and doubtless in

tended to make it his headquarters. In the e,·cnt of there 
being no war, it is probable that Burr himself had but a con

fused idea of the course he would pursue. Perhaps, in the 
language of Commodore Truxton (who was a witness on Burr's 

trial), ho would be on the frontier, and ready to move when
ever a war took place. Bmr may have intended to invade 
Mexico at all events-in fact, it is likely that he did-but his 

* This chnrge against the Uniled States, of a violation of her neutrality, is 
made by .Mr. roote, in his "Ilistory of Texas," vol. i., chap, Yii. Encycloprodia 
Americana, article .llira11du.. 
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arrest, and the treaty between Wilkinson and Ilerrera, put an 
oud to all his plans:::-

Burr was descending tho ::\Iississippi, and on the 17th of 
January, 1807, surrendered himself at Bayou Pierre, with nine 
boats and a hundred men, "a majority of whom were boys, or 
young men just from school." Thus ended his enterprise, but 
not its effects. 

Burr was brought to trial ; the whole Union was aroused, 
and information eagerly sought. The public mind was directed 
to Burr, to his supposed plans, and to the country he proposed 
to invade. The adYenturers of America were studying the 
geography of Mexico and of Texas. The creoles of Mexico, 

groaning under an oppression- the more galling because they 
saw their neighbors of the United States free and happy-had 
also commenced the study of geography and the art of free 
government. 

The Yictories of Bonaparte had placed continental Europe 

at his feet. So early as 1805 he had formed the design of 

* Burr's Trial; Annals of Conf(ress (ninth Congress, second session), p. 1008. 
There is something mysterious in the conduct of General Wilkinson in the hasty 
conclusion of the agreement with llerrera, his sudden dep1u·ture for New Or
leans, and his immediate nction in regard to Burr and his pnrtisnni; but, above 
all, in sending Captain Walte1· Burling to :Mexico. Captain Pike, in his journal 
of the 20th of April, 1807 (he was then at Chihuahua), says: "We this day 
learned thnt an .Amc1·icnn officer had gone on to the city of :Mexico. This was 
an euigm11 to us inexplicable, ns we conceiYed that the jealousy of the Spanish 
goYernment would have prevented any foreign officer from penetrating the coun
try; and what the United States could send an authorized agent to the viceroy
alty for, when the Spanish government had, at the seat of our government, a 
charge des affaircs, served but to darken the conjectures. The person alluded 
to wns ).Ir. Burling, a citizen of Misai!!Sippi territory, ll!!io,s musion is now 'll'ell 
knoron to tl,e g0t•ernme,1t." It appears, from Davis's Memoirs of Burr (Yol. ii., 
p. 400), that the object of Captain Burling wns to procure from the Spanish gov
ernment, a large sum for Wilkinson's services in arresting the desigrui of Burr. 
Burling must hnve obtained a passport from the governor of Texas; nnd Lhis 
matter must have been arrnuged on Lhe banks of the Sabine, at Lhe time they 
agreed upon the ,u•utral ground. 

VOL. l. - 10 
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placing one of his family on the throne of Spain; nnd, in ac

quiring that country, he expected also to obtain possession of 

her American colonies, Lhen numbering at least fifteen millions 

of inhabitants. It was for Lhis reason, and \\ith this Yicw, that 

he took part with Spain in her controversy with the United 

States touching the bounclaries of Louisiana! As he had 

formed the design to acquire the Spanish-American colonies, 

he wished them as large as possible. Executing with celerity 

and without scruple his plans of aggrandizement, he inrndcd 

the Spanish territory. A clomestic quarrel in the royal family 

favored his designs. Charles IV. was a weak and helpless 

monarch; he was ruled by his wife, and she by her foxoritc, 

Manuel Godoy, known as the "Prince of Peace." Between 

the two latter there was saicl to be an intimacy not creclitable. 

Spain saw it, and Ferdinand, the king's son, saw it; but the 
king did not: hence a quarrel between Godoy and Fcrclinand. 
The king and Queen took part with Godoy. lu this unhappy 

state of their affairs, Bonaparte was callecl in to decide be

tween them. Ile did so by sending both parties into a more 

honorable banishment than they deserved, and took possession 

of their kingdom. This was ratified by the treaty of Bayonne, 

on the 5th of May, 1808; ancl shortly thereafter, Joseph Bona

parte ascended the Spanish throne.t The inhabitants of Spain 

did not long submit to this summary transfc1· of their govern

ment. Early in June fo]lowing, the war commenced between 

the French and the Spanish })atriots. The latter were directed 

by juntas, or revolutionary committees, acting with little con

cert or system, but with desperate valor. While this contest 

was raging in Spain, the news was received in Mexico of the 

* Americnn State Papers, vol. xii., pp. '19, 9~, OS. 
t This imperial robbery of Napoleon has been elegnnily decorated by Mr. 

Abbott. Hod it been on a smnller scale-the act of a private individual
Mr. Abbott would have been among the first to denounce it as a great crime. 
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o,rrthrow of the house of Bourbon, a1111 the usurpation of the 
Bonapartcs. 'l'his was inuuccliatcly followed by emissaries from 

,Joseph Bonaparte and the different Spru1ish juntas, each asking 

and claiming the allegiance and support of the Mexican people. 

Here was a fine opportunity for an escape from European bond

age. They were released from their oath of fealty to Charles 

IV.; and the parent-country was so in,olvcd in war at home 
' that, with union and concert, the Mexicans could easily have 

achieved their independence. 

In the laRt days of July the news of the rising of the Span

i~h patriots against King Josepl1 Bonaparte reached the city of 

:Mexico. The native Spaniards and official authorities in ~fot. 

ico, with the exception of the Yiceroy Iturigaray, were willing 

to acquiesce in the order of the council of the Indies, transfer

ring the American colonies to Bonaparte ; hut the viceroy and 

the natives of Mexico oppoE>ed it. Among the revolutionary 

juntas in Spain, that of Seville was the most prominent. The 

emissaries of this junta demanded that Mexico should adhere 

to the Bourbon family. These were followed by the agents of 

other juntas, each claiming the control of the colony. 

In this clistracted condition of theii- affairs, the people of 

Mexico proposed to the viceroy what had ne,er been proposed· 

before in that country-the call of a convention or o-overnino-, b b 

junta of delrgates from the people. The viceroy was about to 

comply with a request so reasonable, when the Spaniards, fear

ful of a popular assembly, and of the loss of the offices-for 

they held them all-formed a conspiracy against him; and, at 

midnight, on the 15th of September, 1808, seized his person, 

and committed him to the prison of the Inquisition.* All th.is 

was approved by the junta of Seville, who appointed the then 

archbishop of Mexico as viceroy. As he was a person of great 

* Xiles's Meidco, p. 138. 
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mildness, and much ,enerated by the Mexican creoles, dissat

isfaction was allayed. 
But the Mexican patriots were again aroused by the removal 

of the archbishop, and the intrusting of the go,ernment, for the 

time being, to the "Court of Audience." This court was the 
exponent of genuine Spanish despotism, and justly abhorred 
by all liberal men in Mexico. In the meantime, the victories 
of Kapoleon in Spain had o,erturned and dispersed the junta 
of Seville, thus offering to the people of Mexico another hon

orable and bloodless opportunity of being free. If they did 
not accept it, they thereby proYed therusehes unworthy of a 

destiny so exalted. 
The junta dispersed at Seville again reappeared at Cadiz, 

and sent out Don Jose Venegas as nceroy. He exhibited his 
dislike for the native Mexicans by conferring all his favors 
upon the European Spaniards. Ile also stationed his most 
reliable forces at the disaffected points, thus showing bis dis
position to rely upon the sword fc;- success in keeping Mexico 

in subjection to the junta from which he derived his power. 
By this time the torch of revolution had been lighted over 

the whole of Spanish America. England had at first encour

aged and taken part in the revolt of the different provinces: 
but when the war broke out between France and the Spanish 
patriots, Great Britain formed an alliance with the latter ;* 
while Napoleon, finding he could not secure the colonies for 

himself, took part in favor of their independence. 
Before the arrival of the viceroy Venegas, Don Miguel Hi

dalgo, a curate of Dolores in the province of Guanaxnato, a 

great friend to the natiYe Mexicans, a·1d withal a man of good 
sense and gentle manners, had raised the standard of revolt. 
The Indians, longing to avenge the atrocities of Cortez and the 

* January 14, 1809. 
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oppressions of so many years, flew to his aid. Ile was joined 

by seYeral companies or the royal troops, and marched to the 
city of Guana.xuato, liis army increasing daily. He took the 
place with little opposition, and, what was most important to 
him, he replenished his military chest with five millions of dol
lars taken from the treasury of tho city. 

The town of Queretaro, equal in importance to that of Guan
axuato, was in fa,or of the revolution; and, to prevent it from 
falling into the hands of Hidalgo, the viceroy, toward the last 
of September, 1810, sent General Cadena, with three thousand 

troops, to defend it. Ile also organized several corps of gue

rillas; but without effect. The re.olt became general; and 
Hidalgo, after providing himself with munitions, and putting 
in some sort of order the immense host of creoles, Indians, and 
mestizoes, that followed his standard, set out on his march for 

the capital. 
The Spanish junta, in October, 1809, had decreed terms of 

conciliation to he submitted to their re,olted colonies. These 

were-that the colonies should have an equal representation 

in the national codes; that their American and Asiatic colonies 
should enjoy a free trade ; that tlte king's monopolies should 
be suppressecl; that the working of the quicksil,er-mines in 
America should be free ; that native Americans should be 
equally eligible with European Spaniards to all offices in 

church or state ; that, to preYent disputes as to the meaning 
of this last proposition, there shoukl be an equal number of 
each of the two classes ; and, to fill them, there should be a 

consultive junta in each province to make nominations.* These 
propositions were presented to the Mexican people on the 23d 

of September, 1810. But they came too late. Hidalgo was 

at the head of an enthusiastic army; he had sufficient supplies, 

* Niles's Colombin, p. 44.. 
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had thrown nside the gown and brndary for the sword, and 
wished a solution of the questions at issue at some point nearer 
the capital. On his march he ornrthrew all opposing forces ; 

and it appeared that be would have no difficulty in makiug 
l1imself master of the city. Y encgas had only two thousand 
troops for its defence. Cadena was supposed to he at Quere
faro, and Calleja at Sau Luis Potosi-both too 1fotant to afford 
relief. At this crisiR, Y enegas applie<l the spiritual ,,capon, 
which, among a superstitions people, neYer fails to have ils 
effect. Ilidalgo and his adherents were solemnly excommuni
cated. The re,·oltcd chieftain, who ha<l too much sense to be 

overawed by such fancies, replied. But not so with his igno
rant followers. The prestige of victory had departed. Ile 
marched to the suburb of the city: but the next day set out on 

his retreat. 
In the. meantime, the forces of Cadena and Calleja, having 

made forced marches to relieve the capital, united, and at
tacked aud defeated Ilidalgo, first at Aculco, then at Guanax

uato, and again on the 11th of January, 1811, not far from 

Guadalaxara. The latter retreated to Zacatecas, ancl then to 
San Luis Potosi. Ile was pursued by Calleja, and continued 

his retreat, intending to pass Saltillo, and make his way into 
Louisiana, there to remain until his affairs should be more pro
pitious. But Geueral SalceJo, commandant of the northeast
ern provinces, had sent out a force to cut him off in that direc
tion; while Arredondo, in command of a Spanish force, was 
close upon his rear. In this critical position, Hidalgo was be
trayed by Don Y. Elisondo, one of his own officers, at Acatita 
de Bajan, on the 11th of March, 1811. Many of his followers 
were executecl on the Bpot; others were put to death wherever 
found. Ilidalgo was taken to Chihuahua, and put to death on 
the 27th of July. Among his adherents, Colonel Delgado was 
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apprehended at San Antonio, executed, and his head stuck on 

a pole at, the crossing of the river between the .Alamo and tho 
town. Another, BernarJo Gutierres, effected his escape, and 
took refuge at Natchitoches. The names of some of Hidalgo's 

followers in the last days of his career arc here mentioned, 
because of the important parts played by them in subsequent 

transactions in Texas. 
The tel'ritory lying between the Arroyo Ilonda and the river 

Sabine, which had been left as neutral ground by the agree
ment between ·wnkinson and llerrera, had become the rallying
point and refuge of a large uumlJer of desperate men. Many 
had re!Ilovcd there with their families, and established perma
nent residences. They made war upon all enemies, and, like 
the Luccanccrs, lived upon the fruits of their trespasses. They 
were more particularly partial to the Mexican traders, who 
brought horses and specie from the interior to exchange for 

mcrchanuisc at Natchitoches. These they preferred as vic
tims, Le cause they could rob them with tho greater impunity. 
They had a regular organization, their headquarters, outposts, 
and whatever else of contrivance they deemed necessary to 

carry out their objects. The Spanish authorities had done what 

they could to suppress them. Twice had the military forces 
of the 17 uilcd States entered the territory, an<l drove them off, 
Lurning their houses and fi.xtures:x• They were not to be thus 

driven away. 
On one occasion, a number of Mexican traders, loaded with 

silver, had reached Salitre prairie, on the west bank of the 
Sabine, on their way to Natchitoches. .A small Spanish force 
was stationed at this point, for the protection of t.ra<lc, as well 
as to preyent a.d...-cnturers from passing over to Mexico. They 
sent to Major Wolstoncraft, then commanding at Natchitoches, 

* American State PnpeN, vol xi., p. 306. 
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for an escort to guard the traders across the neutral ground, 

The request was granted, and a small guard was despatched 

under tho command of Lieutenant Augustus W. Magee.+:· 'l'ho 

traders were brought safely as far as La Xan, a small creek 

west of the Ada.cs. At this point tho creek made a bend in 

the form of a horseshoe, the convex side being toward Natchi

toches. Tho frceLootcrs of the neutral ground, thirteen in 

number, had stationed themseh·es opposite the bend, on both 

sides of tho road, having the creek between them and the 
road. 

When the traders had all passed into the bond, and just as 

Lieutenant Magee and his guard, who were in front, were cros

sing the creek, the robbers adi·anced and fired. Magee, seeing 

himself overpowered, fled with his guard to Katchitoches; and 

the poor traders were relieved of all tl1eir rnluablcs, and sent 
back to flu.litre prairie. For the time, the money taken was 

concealed by the leaders of ihe gang under the bank of the 

creek, and they repaired to their several homes to await what 

would follow. The amount taken was so large, that it could 

not pass unnoticed. The next day, Magee, ha.Ying been rein

forced, returned to make search for the robbers. Ile met two 

of them going into Natchitoches, and, recognising them, took 

them into custody. As legal proceedings at this period were 

not much regarded, they were tied to trees and whipped, with 

a view to make them disclose their associates. Failino- in this 
0 ' 

a live coal of fire was passed along their naked backs; but still 

no disclosm·c could be obtained. They were then taken to 

• * Lieutenant Magee was a native of Mnssacbusett.s. Ile graduated at the mili
tary academy on the 23d of Jrmuary, 1809, and r~ceived the appointment of 
second lieutenant in the regiment of ortillery, which ho held at the time here 
referred to. -Re9i•ter of Officer., a11d Urad11ate., of tlie U.S. JJ/ilitary Academy, 
by Captain Cullum, p. 08. liagee, stationed at Natchitoches, hnd caught the 
spirit of the Wilkinson school The entire emigration from the Uniteu States to 
Louisiana was full of it. 
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Natchitoches, and deliYcrcd into the hands of the ciYil authority 

for trial:* 

During the time of these occurrences, Colonel Bernardo Gu

tierres arrived at Xatchitochcs. He formed an acquaintanco 

with )Ia.gee, and they had together many long conferences. 

::\Iagce was young, bolcl and romantic in his disposition, and 

drank with eagerness the marvellous tales of Bernardo. As 

i-.:pnhlicau revolutionists of :Mexico had in view a federative 

sptcrn like that of ilie United States, Magee had conceiYed 

the idea of conq ucring Texas to the Rio Grande, anu building 

up a republican state, with a view of ultimately adding it to . ' 
the .American or the Mexican Union as circumstances should 

admit. Ile informed himself fully of the geography and re

sources of Texas, of the distracted condition of :Mexico and 

Spain, and made his arrangements with consummate skill and 

secrecy. It would be necessary to haYe the aid of the Mexi

can population of Texas; and this woultl require the use of 
the name of Bernardo as commander-in-chief. It would also 

be necessary to have tile aid of the freebooters of the neutral 

ground : this tfagce engagcu himself to secure. It would like

wise Le requisite to have as auxiliaries the Texas Indians: 

these could be obtained through John :hl'Farland and Samuel 

Davenport, both Indian agents, and decided repuLlicans. And 

finally, it would be nccc::;sary to ha.Ye supplies: Colonel Daven

port had the wealth and disposition to serve as quartermaster 

and contractor to the army. 

The arrangements all being completed, proposals were pub-

* These two men were convicted, nnd sentenced to imprisonment for a number 
of yenr5. When enlistments were wanted for the war wilh Gr~ot Bl'itnin, they 
were offered n pardon if they would en list. One of them, White, accepteu the 
offer; the other,--, 1·emnineu till his time expired, reclaimed his booty from 
La Nnn, took it to Geot'gi,i., i.nnsted it in negroes, rcformeu his mnnnet's, nod 
afterward emigrated as one of the first colonists of Texas, whe1·e ho <lieu a few 
years since much respecteu..-.Narrative of Captain ,ll'Ki111, MS. 
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li:;hed, in the name of Don Dcrnardo Gutierres, for raising the 

"Republican Army of the Norlh."•:<· The publication prom

ised to each volunteer forty dollars per month, and a lcag11e 

of lautl to be assiguetl him within the boundaries of the new 

repuhlic.-j- )fogee saw the leaders of the freeuooters, aud no

tified them to repair in June, 1812, to the rcndczyous at the 

Saline on the cast side of the ~abine riYer. Ile himself ,isitcd 

Xcw Orleans, where he obtained a few supplies, and engaged 

some youug men of respectable character to join him.:j: IIav

mo- arruuo-ed these matters, he returned to Natchitoches. 
0 0 

To cany out the plan agreed on, Dcrnardo repaired to the 

rcuuczYous on the 14th of June; Ilis force there amounted to 

one hundrcu and fifty-eight men. They were of the neutral 

ground, and could not he conquered. They were ready and 

able to do anything that the same 1rnmbcr of men could do. 

It was undcrstoou that :Magee should remain yet longer at 

Natchitoches, and forward supvlies and recruits; and, in the 

mcautime, the force at the Saline was to cross the Babine at 

Gaincs·s ferry, drive the enemy before them, and halt at the· 

Spanish Bluff on the Trinity for further orders. 

Bernardo and his men set out about the middle of June, 

cro~sed the rfrer, attackecl the Spauiards at Salitrc prairie, 

and, after a running fight of about an hour, droYe them away. 

In this fight the Americans lost two killcL1 and three wotmtlcd; 

the loss of the enemy was not ascertained. Tho Spaniards 

* "El r:urtito Rrpul,licono cld .Yorte ma11clnclo por e/•on Oral en Jefe JJon 
Bernardo Gtttierrca." So rends Lhe cnption of the original quartermaster•~ ac
count, ccl'tifiecl hy G~nernl Toledo, nnd now hefore me. The history of this 
cnmpoign, where otbe1· nuthorilies nre not referred to, is taken from the mnnu
script narrative of Cnptain Jnmes ll'lGrn, nn ol,l citizen of Te,rn•, who joined 
Bernnrclo at the Snbioe, n11d eo11Linned in the service till the close of the Wllr. 

t This ,uLS the or1gi11 of the leay,,, hen,lrights aflerwnrd gr11ntcd in Texas. 
t Breckenridge'a MemoirE, quoted by ::\fr~. Ilolly in her "Di.story of Texas,• 

p. 30-t 
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retreated antl fortified the hill OYcrlooking tho town of Nacog

doches on the cast. The A.moricnns being in close pursuit, the 

lirea,:twork was hastily constructed, and composed in part of 

lJalcs of wool intcncletl for the Louisiana market. When the 

Americans came in sight of the breastwork, they charged upon 

it, and the enemy flccl. The former ditl not eYcn get a ti.re at 
them ; and when they took pm;scssion of the works, the Span

iards were flying through the town, and without auy consider

able halt continued their retreat to tl1c ~punish Bluff. The 

Americans sent off the wool taken on tho hill to Xatchitoches 

to purchase su11plies, and continued the march. 'l'hcir mun

bcrs were continually increa~cd by reinforcements forwarded 

hy 1fngcc. The co?trnctor, Colonel DaYcnport, was also inde

fatigable in prowring and despatching supplies.-:, The fort at 

the Bluff, occupied by about four hundred :-,paniards, was crnc

uatcd on the approach of the Americans. The latter took pos

session, ancl found also there a large snpply of pro,isions and 

ammunition. Ilcrc they ,niitccl for reinforcements. ?ifogeo, 

on the :!2d of June, 181~, resigned hi:'s commi;;sion, prepara

tory to leaving the United States; and, after making his ar

rangements, aucl collecting his friends and the recruits just 

n.rri,·cd, he set out for tho headr111aTtcrs of the inYading army. 

Ile loft behind him Captain James Gaines at the crossing of 

the Sabine, to forward recruits ancl maintain the communica

tion with the admuced forces. 
The Americans remained at tho Bluff till about the middle 

of October. The Spaniards in the 1~cantime wore uot iclle. 

His excellency Don Manuel de Salcedo, governor of Texas, 

* There is chnrged in Colonel Davenport's account U,e freight of lwcnfy mule
loa,ls of Jlonr and salt from ~atchitoches. These were doubtless part of the 
Stlj•plics la.id in by Magee at New Orleans; and, with the exception of some 
thirty or forty Ja,iegas of corn-mcnl, there wna no other bren<btuffs furnished by 
the contractor. 
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,dth the aid of the late governor, Colonel Cordero, and Simon 

llerrcra, gorcrnor of New Leon, were collecting such of the 

royafots as ~ould be spared from the sen ice in the interior of 

.. Icxico, an<l fortifying La Bahia. aud Sau .Antonio. Don :N. 

_\.rredondo, for his serric"" in the capture of Hidalgo, had suc

ceeded Don Ximi:;io dC' Salcedo as commandant of the north

eastern proYince:;.* But the civil war in ~fexico had not ter

minated with the denth of Ilitlalgo. 11:orclo", another pric:-t, 

had rai~cd the stau<lnrd of independence in the ::;outhcru proY

inccs of the viceroyalty ; and Yictoria wa:; conducting the war 

with some success in the vicinity of J ala pa. The repuhlicanc:, 

though driven from 1,lace to place, still kept up an organiza

tion, aml a _junta, "hose order:; were jmplicitly obeyed. 'fhe 

infamous Calleja had become the general butcher of Mexico; 

liloo<l anu dc,olation followed hi:; march. niorclo", after a 

g1·cat and bloouy battle, fought at 'l'ixtla on the 1 Dth of Au

gu:,t, 1 11, hat! laiu siege to the strongly-fortifietl town of 

_\..capulco with a part of his army, but with the main body took 

po:,~es,-ion of Quantln. .Amilpas, about seventy-fh-c mile:; from 

the capital, where he was be,ieged hy Calleja. 

It will be rerncmhere<l that we let't Elfo, P. Bran and. his 

companion" in prbon at Chihuahua in 1 03. They remained 

hcrn in confinrmcnt fh·e years, a part of the time in irons. 

Bean obtained lca,c to go to New :Mexico; but on the ,,·ay 

was again arre~tcd and. brought back, and, with his compan

ions, wn:i ironed and confined. Some dnp; afterward they 

were notified that it was tho ortlcr of the king of Spain that 

CYery fifth man of them 1-hould be ~hot. A. there ,,ere lmt 

nine of them, the order wac: l'O construed that only one should 

suffer. _\.ccordingly, a drum, a tumbler, and dice, were brought 

into the pri~on. They were to commence at the oldest, and 

* Xile~•• .Mexico, p. H S. 
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the dice being put in the tumbler, each one had a throw. The 

lowest was to suffer. Bean, being the youngest, threw last. 

·w hen it came to his turn he threw fhe, the lowest throw being 

four. The unfortunutc victim was executed. The next day, 

Bean and four of his companion$, in heavy iron~, were star,tc<l. 

oIT to Mexico. 'l'he other three we1·e ~ct at liberty. Arri ring 

at Ralamanca, some two hundred miles from the capital, the 

former mn.dc a halt. .Among the crowu of ~Icxicans gazing at 

them appeared n. ladylike woman, who quietly approached Benn 

n.n<l. asked him prirntcly if he did not wish to make his e:ecape, 

1-aying she would flet h im free. Rhe then suddenly left him. 

~e11orn. :Maria Bal<lona<ln.-for such \\as her name-was the 

young wife of a. rich old hu:-uaud. he came the ,ccon<l time 

to soc Bean, and urged him to place himself under her direc

tion. Before :;he left him, she made him agree to come and 

see lier n.i her house. .Accordingly, the next morning, Bean 

ol>tained permi:,l'ion w go with one of the guaru into the town. 

Ilaving learned the residence of his fair visitor, he procured 

n.ccommodation:i nt :.i. drinking l,onse near by for hi:-- :sentinel, 

:mu went. in. The la<ly informed Bean that her husbaud, whom 

t;hc did not lore, was at his :-ilver-minc, and woulu he absent 

two weeks. In that time :-he rcprc:;cnte<l that they could safely 

make their e~capc ; that :::he would furnish money and horSes, 

and fly with him to the r uited State$, and live with him there. 

She had become fascinated with him, and trusted in his honor 

that he woulu not afterward abandon her for another woman. 

She i-aid abo that she had married her olu hushmrd against her 

will, in order not to di,-plca:-e her 1,arcuts. Bean. althon~h 

greatly smitten, and grnteful for these marks of affection, ex

pected his liberty when he should reach Mexico; and, not 

wishing to leave his companions, he declined the offer. Ho 

told her, howe,·cr, that when he :'hould be set free, he would 
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return without delay to sec her. At parting she ga,e him a 
package, with a request that he woul<l not open it until lw 

reached the end of that day's journey. So he bade her adieu. 

Bean, with his companions, were hurrie<l off; an<l, as the lady 

had,rcqucstctl, he opened the package that night. Ile found 

in it o. gold ri11g, some money, and a letter from her full of the 
most touching sentiments. 

The captives were marched to Mexico, and thence to Aco.

pulco on the Pacific, where they were imprisoned. Beau was 

lockc<l up in a separate cell; his four companions were Jilncetl 

in another. IIcre he was denied all intercourse with his fcllow

priso11crs ; and, excepting the person who bronght him bis daily 

allowance of water, beef, and lH·ead, and an occasional glimpse 
of the i-cntincl as he pas::;ed the grate of his cell-door, he saw 

no human being. The tedious hom-s of confinement were re

lieved in some degree by taming and feeding with flies a white 
lizard which he found in his prison. 

One day he learned from a sentinel that one of his comJJan

ions had hccome sick, and had been sent to the hospital. It 
occurred to him that lie too would find relief fa getting ill and 

going there. So he ga,c notice that he was sick. Tbe physi

cian came, and, Bean ha,·ing prepared his pulse by strikiug his 

elbows against the floor, was declared a patient, and sent to 

the hospital. Ilel'c, in addition to his irons, his legs were put 

in the i-tocks. llis allowance of food was also greatly reduced, 

his meat for a day consisting of a chicken's head ! On one oc

casion he inquired of the priest who miuistorcd to him, why he 

could not get something else than tho head and neck of a 

chicken. The reply wa~, that he might cat that, or go to the 

devil ! This so excited Bean, that he threw his plate at tho 

shorn head of the friar, and cut it badly. For this offence, 

Bean had his head put in the stocks for fifteen days. 'l'his 
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• confinement brought on a real feyer, from which he suffered so 

much, that, on rccnvcring, he was glad to be marched back to 

his cell. 
Bean was rcconcluctccl to prison by a guard of tv,o soldiers; 

and, on the way, it occurred to him that he ,rould try to make 

l1is escape. 80, still having on hand some of the money given 

him hy the Senora Baldonada., he invited tho guard into a 
drinking-house, an<l, afte1· they had drank, he called for more 

liquor, and requested one of them to step with him into the 
garden in the rear of the house. \\'hen they had got to the 

farther side of the garden, Dean called the ::.old,icr to admire a. 

little flower. As iho latter stoopc<l down to look at it, Bean 

seized him by the throat, and told him to snl'fender hi:, sword, 

or he would take his lifo. The ~wonl was given up; and Bean 

told him that he was going off, and asked him to go with him, 

but the soltlier was unwilling. Bean gaYc him a dollar, and 

directed him to go to the town, get the worth of it in bread, 

and bring it to him at the graYeyanl on the outskirt,; of iho 

town. Bean then left him, an<l, before the latter could give 

notice to tho officer at the fort, was in the woods, when he filed 

off his irons with the steel he 11~cd in slriking fire. He con

cealed himself till night, when he returned into the tO\\'n to lay 

in a stock of provisions. Ifore he found an Bnglish sailor, 

through whose means he got on board a vc;;scl, an<l was se

creted in a water-cflc;k. Just hcfore the ·ship sailed, lie was 

betrayed by tho cook (a Portuguese), retaken, an<l placed 
again in l1is cell, where he remained eighteen months longer in 

solitary confinement! 

IIearing an officer spca.king one da.y of having some rock 
lilastcd, Bean informed him that he was a proficient in that 

business. This information caused them to put him at it. In 
a few days after ho had been engaged in blasting rocks, he 
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succeeded again in making his escape. Ile traYelled at night, • 
concealing himself in the daytime; and for several days beat 
alonrr the coast northward, when he was retaken, and brought 

t, • 

before the governor of the castle of Acapulco. After fearful 

threats on the part of that fnnctionary, in reply to which Bean 
told him to do his worst, he was chained to a large mulatto 
criminal, the latter being promised an abatement of a year of 
his term of punishment if he would take care of his yoke-fellow. 

Ile was also authorjzetl to whip Bean if he became insubordi

nate. They had not been long together, before Bean gave the 
mulatto such a beating, that he prayed for a separation. It 

was granted, and Bean was sent hack to his cell, to keep com

pany with the white lizard: it seemed to be the only lire thing 

that had any sympathy for him, and this feeling was fully re
ciprocated. 

Bean was " a hard case ;" and the governor of tl1e castle 
of Acapulco wrote to the viceroy that he could not be answer
able for him. The latter, in reply, sent an order for his remo

val to the king's possessions in :Manilla. While awaiting a 
vessel, the revolution broke out. The prisons of New Spain 

had been emptied for recruits. Bean was the only one left at 
Acapulco. The Spanish authorities knew his worth, but doubt

ed his faith. One day an officer questioned him on this point. 

Bean told him 110 would gladly serve the king if permitted. 
lli:s irons were knocked off, a gun and sword placed in his 

l1ands, nnu he became a soldier. At that time the republican 
forces were some three hundred miles distant:* 

Bean performed his duties very well for a couple of weeks, 
when, a favorable opportunity offering, he went over to More
los, carrying with him a consideraule number of the royalists. 
He continued with Morelos, grovring daily in his confidence, 

* Bean's Memoirs, MS. 
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and displaying great courage ; he was infinite in his resources, 
providing provisions and ammunition for the troops, and in 
leading forlorn hopes. 

When Morelos proceeded with the main division of his army 

to occupy QuautJa A..milpas, he left Bean (then holding the 

rank of colonel) in command of the forces besieging .Acapulco. 
Morelos was driven from Quautla with considerable loss, but 
was more fortunate in other places. .A.bout the close of the 
year 1812, Colonel Bean took the town of Acapulco, with the 
garrison, and the governor vf the castle who had treated him 
with so much cruelty. .A.t this time the whole of New Spain 
was engaged in deadly strife. An indiscriminate slaughter 
seemed to follow every victory. Whole towns were razed to 
their foundations, and entire provinces were made desolate! 
The long pent-up wrath of four millions of Indians, and the 

fierce barbarity of the usurping Spaniards, were turned loose 
upon a country romantic and lovely by nature, but wasted and 
ruined by a cruel oppression. 

VOL. I.-11 
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CIIA.PTER XIII. 

FROM what has preceded, it will be seen that the time for a 

successful invasion of Texas was propitious. The Spaniards 

were not able to prevent it, and the people of the province 

were not opposed to it. The Franciscan friars in Texas kept 

up a regular correspondence with the parent-convents at Quc

rctaro and Zacatecas. The latter, ardent friends of the revo

lution, inspired the former with their views. The spiritual 

advisers of the Texan population had no difficulty in directing 

their views and feelings. 
There were ,ery few able-bodied men east of tho Trinity who 

did not join the Americans at tho Bluff. On the arrival of 

Magee, and afLcr the principal forces were collected, they were 

organized. Magee was elected colonel, and, in fact, commander

in-cbief; although, for prudential considerations, Bernardo was 

nominally called such, with the title of general. Kemper was 

chosen major, and other regimental officers were appointed. 

Before the army left the 'l'rinity, Captain James Gaines, com

m11ndiug the :Mexicans cast of that river, joined with his forces. 

The troops, nearly eight hundred in number, set out on their 

march, taking the La Bahia road. They continued the march 

without interruption till they had crossed the Colorado, when 

the adrnnce captured some of the Spanish spies. They learned 

from them that Gornrnor Salcedo was in comm.and at La Bahia, 
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having been informed that they would attack that place ; that 

he had marched out with fourteen hundred troops, to lie in am
bush at tho crossing of the Guadalupe. This information, con

firmed by other circumstances, induced Magee to change his 

route, which he did, crossing the Guadalupe below the old 

road. He made a forced march, and reached La Bahia. before 

day on the 14th of Xovembcr:x- There were but one hundred 

a11d sixty Spanish troops in the fort. They surrendered with 

liLtle opposition, and the "Republican Army of the North" 

marched in, raised their flag, and found themselves in posses
sion of an abundance of military stores and tho Spanish military 

chest. They found in the fort sixteen pieces of artillery of all 

calibres; among them, those brought to San Bernardo, by La 

Salk, in 1685. The military chest enabled them to pay to 

each of the troops all back dues. This, with the abundance 

of provisions on hand, made them contented. 

Three days after, Salcedo, burning with rage in being so 

deceived, marched up to the fort and assaulted it with his en

tire force. The Americans did not wait, but sallied out of the 

fort, and drove him back, with a small loss on both sides. 

Finding that victory was not so cheap, the Texan governor 

repassed the river, and prepared for a regular siege. He 

dh·ided l1is forces into four dirisions, and placed one on each 

bank of the Sau Antonio above and one on each bank below 

La Bahia. The Americans were not idle. They erected a 

bastion of earth on each side of the fort, on which they mounted 

the guns they found in the fort, and also the three six-pounders 

they had brought with t]1em. Salcedo had fourteen pieces of 

different calibres, which he used as he could. 

* Nnrrntive of Cnptnin :M'Kim, ::US. In the nccounts we hnve of this war, 
ther~ is n great discrepancy in datos. 'fhe quartermaster's account is considered 
most 1·eliable. 
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During the three or four weeks in which the two armies oc

cupied these positions, Salcedo made three ast<aults on the fort. 

The Spaniards were receiving constant accessions of strength; 

the Americans none. Previous to the last assaulL, fot· some 

unknown cause, a ccssntion of hostilities for three days hatl 

been agreed upon. During this fane the officers of the two 

armies extended to each other the civilities due among gentle

men. Colonel ~Ingce, hy invitation, dined with Salcedo in the 

quarter>- of the latter. Between them an n!!reement was made 
~ ' 

which, from the facts above detailed, can not be undcr>-tood. 

:\Ingec had agreed with Salcedo that the fort should be dcliv'

cre<l up, the Americans to return home without their arm::, but 

to he supplied on the march with provisions by Salcedo. 

Magee retnrnc<l to the fort, paraded the troop:-, announced 

to them what he had done, :mu took the vote of approval by 

asking tho:;c in favor of it to shoulder arms. The tL·caty was 

unanimously voted down. The republicans were indignant, 

and manife:;ted it hy striking the "Lutts of their pieces again~t 

the ground. :\fagee, confounded by this act of dii-ohedicnce, 

retired to his tent, leasing the tl'Oops on parade. The confu

sion was great. )Iajor Kemper, the next in command, went 

for Bornartlo. Ile kept clo:,c in his quarters, signed all the 

necessary papers, and ate hearty dinners, but, like :\Iohammed's 

coat, was brought before the army only on trying occa!"ions. 

Ile took side, with the troop<:, and ad\"ised that tho a"recment 
0 

should not he rogardctl. In the meantime, a flag from Salcedo 

brought a note to Magee. It was delivered to Bernardo, and 

he read it to tho army. It reminded Magoo of hi:; honor; that 

the hour had pa~~ctl ,, hen the fort should have uccn surren

dered, and it was not done. Tho flag was sent back without 

nn answer. 

Shortly afterward, Salcedo made a furious assault upon the 
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place, took the town, and adrnnced to the wall3 of the fort. 

The .Americans, thrown into disorder uy recent events, and 

without a commander, seemed not to act with their usual vigor. 

But, rallying under Kemper, the next in command, tl1ey sal

lied out and attacked the Spaniards, drove them from the walls, 

and then out of the town, continuing the fight till darknc;::s put 

an cud to the contest. The- Spanish loss in this affair wn • about 

two hundred ; the .Americans lost hut few. :Magee had not left 

his quarters during the battle. That night, shortly after twc!Yo 

o'clock, he died, and, it is said, hy hi~ own hands.* 

The next morning, the Bpaniards sent in a flag, asking a ccs

:,alion of arms for one day, that the dead might bo carctl for; 

which was granted. The Bpaniards continued the ~iegc, with

out making any furtl1c1· attack, until about the 12th of March, 

1S13, when they abandoned their position and retreated to San 

.Antonio. They, howe\·er, stationed i:.pics down the river, to 

watch the movements of the ..imcrieans. 

)Iajor Kemper was promotcll to the rank of colonel, and 

commander-in-chief de facto, and Captnin Ross was chosen 

mnjor. A council of war was held, at which it was rc--oh-ed 

to obtain reinforcements and march on San Antonio.t Captain 

M·Farland was dcspatcheu to the Lipan nnd Twowokana In

dians for aid. An express was abo sent to Xacogdoches, to 

the commandant Guadiana, to forward in haste all the recruits 

to be had there. The volunteers from :Nacogdoches, one hun-

* Captain ?il'Kim's Xnrrative. )lore light is nee.led in rcgnrd to the conduct 

of Colonel ~fogee from the time of hi• interview with "alcedo until his death. 

Though a young man, hu acted with prudence and fore~igM in getting up nnd 

conducting the expedition. Notwithstanding the otlicers of the United ~tntes 

were vigilant in preventing troo1•• from mnrchiug from Louisiana to make war 

in ?ifoxico, yet the affnir wn• so well man11ged, thnt, nlthough it WM known that 

the enterprise WI\I on foot, it wns cxtro.or.!inary lo eee two or those engaged in 

it together at nny one time_-I,ettrr of Jolm )Jick, lJ. S. Di6lrkl .Attomey for 

Lo11i•fo11a; .Amerira,1 Stale P11µer•, vol. xi., p. 302. 

t Breckeoridgo'e :\lemoirs of Travel. 
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drcd and scrnnty in nnmhcr, soon arrived. Twenty-fiye Coos

hattie IndianR, of tho o1d missions, also joined thorn. With 

these additions, the Americans set out on their march up tho 

left bank of the San .Antonio, and crossed the Salado, a. small 

creek emptying into that river, about the 28th of ~fareh. Here 

they were joined by Captain M'Farland with three hundred 

Lipan and Twowokana warriors. 
The viceroy Y cnegas, notwithstanding he was sorely pressed 

by the republicans at home, found an opportunity for throwing 

reinforcements into San Antonio. Salcedo, receiving informa

tion of the advance of the Americans, sent out his troops to 

form an ambush. The whole regular force, consisting of fifteen 

hundred men, and about a thousand militia, were placed under 

the command of the officer who brought on the rcinforccmeuts 

- he luwing solicited it, and pledged his sword and his head to 

the governor that he would kill and make prisoners the whole 

of the republican army! The latter consisted of eight hundred 

Americans, under Colonel Kemper; one hundred and eighty 

Mexicans from Nacogdoches, nominally under Colonel James 

Gaines, but really led by Manchaca, a rough, uneducated., but 

strong-minded :Mexican of Texas ; and three hundred and 

twenty-five Indians. The .Americans, expecting a conflict, had 

prepared for it. They marched in order of battle. The left 

·wing, under the command of :Major Ross, moved iu front; the 

right, under Kemper, was in the rear. A select corps of rifle

men, under Captain Luckett, acted as flankers on the right. 

The American left was protected by the San Antonio river, 
along tbc hank of which they marched. 

.A.bout nine miles from San Antonio there was a ridge, of 

gentle slope, dividing tho waters of the San Antonio and the 

Salado. The side of th.is ri<lgo next to the San Antonio, from 

the crest to the road, consisted of pra.frio; the side bordering 
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the Salado was coYcrcd with chappara1, a species of thick un

derwood. In this chapparal the Spaniards were lying in am

bush. They were discovered by the riflemen, who were march

ing on the crest of the ridge, and who opened a fire upon them. 

They immediately formed, and presented t11cmsclYes to the 

American army about four hundred yards below. 'rho Span

ish line, in the centre of which were twelve pieces of artillery ,-K· 

crowned the crest of the ridge for three quarters of a. mile. 
The Indian auxiliaries were placed in front of the American 

lines, to receive the charge of the Spanish cavalry, until suita
ble dispositions could be made to charge in turn. At the first 

onset, they all fled, except the Cooshatties and a few others : 

these withstood two other cbal'gc.,, in which they lost two 

killed and several wounded. By this time the .Americans had 

formed at the foot of the ridge, having placed their baggage

wagons in the rear, under the protection of tho prisoners they 

had taken at La Bahia! The charge was sounded, and orders 

given to advance to within thirty yards of the Spanish line, fire 

three rounds, loa<l the fourth time, and charge along the whole 

line. The order was obeyed in silence, and with a coolness so 

remarkable, that it filled the Spaniards with terror. The 

Americans had greatly the adrnutagc in ascending the hill, as 

the enemy overshot them. The Spaniards did not await the 

charge of their ad vcrsaries, but gave way along the entire line, 

and then fled in the direction of San Antonio. They were pur

sued and killed in great numbers; and many who hau surren

dered were cruelly butchered by the Indians. When the Span

ish commander saw his army □ying, and that the day was lost, 

he turned his horse toward the .American line, and rushed into 

their ranks. He first attacked Major Ross, and then Colonel 

Kemper; and, as his sword was raised to strike the latter, he 

* M'Kim. B1·eckenridge says six pieces. 



168 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

was shot <lead by William Owen, a private in Captain Joseph 

Taylor's company. 
In this great Texan battle, there were nearly a thousand of 

the enemy slain and wounded, and a few taken prisoners ; 
though the inhuman conduct of the Indians greatly reduced 
the number of those captured.➔:-

The next day the Americans pursued their march to the bor
ders of the town of San Antonio, and sent in a flag, demanding 
the suuencier of the place and garrison. GoYernor Salcedo 
asked till morning to make his arrangements for the capitula
tion of the place. A second flag was sent in, notifying him 
that, if be and his staff did not immediately proceed to the 
American camp, with the flag, they would storm the town. 
Salcedo with his staff, fourteen iu all, complied with this de
mand. The governor approached Captain Taylor, and pre
sented him his sword. Taylor refcn-ed him to Colonel Kem
per ; the latter declined to receive it, but referred him in turn 
to General Bcrn:11:do Gutierres. This was too much : Salcedo 
stuck his sword into the ground in front of Bernardo, and left 
it there ! The latter took it up. The Spanish troops, stores, 
arms, and military chest, were all surrendered. The Americans 
marched into the Alamo, and released se,entecn of their coun
trymen whom they found there imprisoned, put arms in their 
hands, and placed them in the ranks of the "Republican Army 
of the North." The spoils were distributed. Each man in 
the army received his wages, a gratuity of fifteen dollars, a 
suit of clothes, and an order for two horses or mules out of the 
public caballada. The Indians were supplied with two dol
lars' worth of vermilion, together with presents of the value of 

* It is a little remnrknble that the locality of this engagement, known ns the 
battle of Rosali.•, can not be identified. We have the accounts of Navar1·0, Ken
nedy, and M'Kim. AF> the latter was in the battle, his account was preferred, 
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a hundred and thirty dollars, and sent away 1·ejoicing.* The 
Spanish soldiers taken as prisoners were set at liberty. Some 
joined the ranks of the republicans, and the rest repaired to 
their homes. Salcecio and his staff were permitted the liber
ties of the town on their parole of honor. 

About the first of April, 1813, General Bernardo (who, being 
among his own people, had begun to assume a little more au
thority) ordered the army to be paraded, and read to them 
what he affirmed was a letter informing him that two vessels, 
at :Matagorda bay, were about to sail to the United States, and 
stated that he considered it safest to send Salcedo and his staff 
to New Orleans, there to remain on their parole until the war 
was o,er. This proposition was acquiesced in by the troops; 
and that evening the go,ernor and his suite started on their 
march, under tile guard of a company of Bexar Mexicans com
manded by Captain Delgado. They were taken about a mile 
and a half below the town, to the point of a small ridge that 
runs down to the river; and there, on the east bank of the 
stream, the prisoners were stripped and tied, and their throats 
cut! Among them, besides Gornrnor Salcedo, were the brave 
and accomplished ex-governors Ilerrera and Cordero. t The 

* Colonel Dnvcnport's account, :MS. 
t Foote's "Texns and the Texan," vol. i., p. 188. Colonel :N"avarro gives a 

somewhat different account of this affair. Ile says: "Some of these assnssins 
[Delgado's co111pany ], with brut1<l irony, whetted their knives upon the soles of 
their shoes in the presence of their victims I .... The day following the ns,;assi
nation, I myself saw this bnnd of murderers, led by Uieir commander, Antonio 
DelE(ndo, hnlt in front of the government-bnil<ling~. I myself heard them inform 
BerMrdo Gutierres that the fourteen victims hacl been put to death." The fol
lowing is the list furnished by Colonel N nvnrro: -

Spaniard~: )Ianuel de Salcedo, governor; Simon de Herrera, governor of :N" ew 
Leon; Geronimo Ilerrera, lieutenant-colonel; Juan de Echeverria, ca plain; Jose 
Groscochin, captain; Francisco Pereira, captain; Jose Mateos, captain; Juan Ig
natio Aramhido, ~aptain; Gregoria Amado, lieutenant; Antonio Lope?, citizen. 

Mexican.i: )lignel de Arcos, captain; Luis, his son, lieutenant; Francisco, his 
son, ensign; Juan Caso, lieutenant. 

Gutierres, in a. manifesto published at ::lfonterey, in 182'7, denies having or-
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next morning, the Americans, discovering that Delgado and his 

company were back in their quarters, suspected some treach

ery. The American officers, ha,'ing theu- honor pledged for 

the safety of these ,ictims, caused Delgado to be arrested and 

tried. His defence was, that Colonel Delgado and General 

Bernardo, having been engaged under the banner of Hidalgo, 

when the latter fell, were making t11eir escape to Louisiana ; 
that Colonel Delgado-who was his father-was taken and 

executed by Salcedo in San Antonio, and his head exposed on 

a pole, as t}JJ:} Americans saw when they marched into the town• 
' and that for this reason General Bernardo had given him per-

mission to put the prisoners to death. Upon this statement 

Captain Delgado was released, and Bernardo himself brough; 

to trial. Ile made the same defence as the former with this 

addition, that the younger Delgado had implored iiim on his 

bended knees tht1s to avenge his father's death. The tribunal, 

however, found Bernardo guilty of treachery and barbarity 
and deposed him. ' 

Before this occurrence, Bernardo had been a mere cipher; 
now he had assumed authority, aucJ. in a manner so barbarous 

that the American officers had become disgusted with the se/ 

vice. Colonel Kemper, Major Ross, and others, left the army 

and returned homo; but their places were supplied with new 

recruits/ the fame of preceding victories having drawn many 
adventurers to San Antonio. 

. Af~er the d:parture of the above-named officers, the troops, 
mtox1cated ,nth success, and being without the restraint of 

any law~ul authority, abandoned themselves to great excesses. 

.But, while thus revelling in almost every species of dissipation, 

~er~d dthe ex~;~on of lliese men, and charges it upon the Mexican juntn whicli 
e 8

_ asse~ Ne at San Antonio to try them. Ex-Governor Cordero it will be 
eeea, 1B not 10 avarro's list. ' 

* Breckenridge; Foote, voL i, p. 1 g1. 
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they were su:·prised by a new army sent against them by the 

viceroy. It was commanded by Don Y. Elisondo, the same 

renegacJ.e who had betrayeu Ilidalgo to the royalists. The 

army which he led consisted of about fifteen hundred regulars, 

and a like number of irregulars picked up in the internal prov

inces. They first surprised, killed, and dispersed the guard 

who were out grazing the ,\.merican caballada. They also 

took the horses. The republicans, on receiving this intelli

gence, were in confusion, and without any controlling head. 

The :Mexican influence was too strong to neglect Bernardo, 

and yet the Americans coulcJ. not safely trust him. Manchaca 

was a man of great vigor, and had extensive influence among 

his people, but was ignorant of all the high qualities necessary 

for the command of an army. Of the American officers who 

remained, Captain Perry was highest in rank, and perhaps the 

most worthy. ..it all events, he had the chief commarnl in fact, 

and Bernardo was nominally reinstated for the occasion::+ 

Elisondo did not march directly into San Antonio, as he 

might have done, but pitched his camp about half a mile from 

the graveyard of the town. The Americans having decided 

on their plan of attack, double sentinels were placed on guard, 

no one was permilted to pass in or out of the place, and all 

the artillery except four field-pieces was spiked. 
The Spaniards had meanwhile thrown up two bastions, with 

a curtain of four hundred yards between them. This work 

crowned the summit of a ridge of gentle ascent, near the river 

Alazan, .1. liranch of the San Pedro, behind which the enemy 

were encamped . 
* Captnin ~['Kim's Xarrntive, MS. It must not be understood that Bernardo 

wns will1out abilitiee, or deficient in mnny good qualities. He was a man of cul• 
tivated rnind, of good sense, had seen much of the world, and had some refine
m.-nt-but he wns a Mexican. When the Americans found it neces$4ry to rein
state him, in order to get the hearty co-operation of his own people, they sent a 
deputation, consislfog of Captains Perry and Joseph Taylor, to wait 011 him. - lb. 
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At ten o'clock at night, June 4, the Americans marched out 

of the town. They mo,ed by file, and in the most profound 

silence, until they approached sufficiently near to hear the ene

my's advanced guard. Herc they sat down, with their arms 

in their hands, until they heard tho Spaniards at matins. Or

ders were girnn that, on notice, the Americans should charge. 
This notice was to bo given hy a check from the right of each 

company, and in silence. The signal was given, and they all 

marched forward with a firmness and regularity becoming vet

eran soldiers. The enemy's pickets were surprised and taken 

prisoners. The ..imericans ad,anced to tho works, mounted 

them, hauled uown tho Spanish flag, and ran up their own tri

color, before tl10y were discovered by the Spanish camp. This 

was just at the dawn of day. The Spaniards, thus aroused, 

fought gallantly, and drnvo the Americans hack from the works. 

The latter rallied, retook them, and charged into the Spanish 

camp, using only the bayonet and spear. The slaughter was 

terrible. At length, after some hours of hard fighting, the 

Spaniards, fai1·ly pushed off the field, turned and fled, leaving 

a thousand dead, wounded, and prisoners. The Americans 

lost forty-seven killeu, and as many ruore wounded, who aftor
terward died of their wounds. 

The Spaniards who escaped, fled with their commander to 

the Rio Grando, and tho Americans returned to San .Antonio, 

whore, having no further use for General Dernardo Gutierres, 

they dismissed him from the service. This act was doubtless 

done at tho instance of tho American officers, who feared fur

thoi: dishonor and treachery. The family of Bernardo had 

come on to San Antonio after tho battle of the Salado ( or Ro

salis), and remained there with him. On being dismissed the 
second time, he retired to Katchitoches. ;.:-

* Bernardo bung about the "neutral grround'' until 1816, when he went to 
New Orleans. On the successful isaue of the Mexican revolution, he had a com• 
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Don Jos.! Al,arez Toledo was by birth a Cuban, of a distin

guished Spanish family:* Ile had formerly been a member of 

the Spanish cortes in 1Icxico, but was banished on account of 

his republican sympathies. t Ile 11ad been for some time in 

Louisiana, aiding in forwarding recruits to San Antonio, and 
was duly advised of tho progress of the war in that quarter. 

In July, 1813, ho sot out in person for tho scene of hostilities._+ 

Ile arri,ed shortly after the final departure of Bernardo. His 
fame as a distinguished republican Spaniard had precoded him, 

and tho troops and people of San Antonio went to meet and 

escort him in. Ile was welcomed with much pomp, and imme

diately elected commander-in-chief of tho rc1JUblican army of 

the north.II 
General Toledo at once organized a governing junta, and 

went to work to restore order to tho civil government of Texo.s. 

Suitable alcaldes and other officers were appointed, and for a 

few days law and order seemed to reign in San Antonio. 

But these days of sunshine wore destined to be few. The 

republican rangers brought intelligence that another_ Spanish 
army was approaching. Tho fugitives from the late disastrous 

affair under Elisondo had communicated to General Arredondo, 

commandant of the northeastern provinces, the news of the de

feat. The latter united his own forces with such of the rem-

mand at San Carlos. Colonel Dean, in his Memoirs, ~ays that at San Carlos, on 
the 28th of Jane, 1825, "I found Don Dernar<lo Gutierres, :With about four hun
di·ed troop~ in commancl of the place. Ile was my old friend, and I was very 
glad to see 'him, as my horses and mules were giving oat, and my ~oney "also; 
bat, to my misfortune, I found him very poor, and uunble to help himself. In 
1880, Bernardo was keeping a small saddlery-st.ore at Guerrero. 

* Holly's Texas, p. 307. 
t Foote, vol. i., p. 191. . uff. 
t In Colonel Davenport's account there is this item, incurred atSpnrush Bl ~ 

about the 23d of July: "P"r 76 lib.• cle bala, de ordendcelwn Gral Toledo ,og. 
recebo a.comp.• :No. 41, $23,3½."-.MS. 

I Captnin ~•E:im"a Nauati\·e. 



174 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

nant of Elisondo's army as he could collect, and set out on his 
march for 8an .tntonio. On the south of the 1fodina he threw 

up a breastwork: it was in the form of the letter <, with the 
apex in foe road, and the open end in the direction of San An

tonio. His entire force consisted of about four thousand men. 
Si~ hundred of these were thrown forward four hundred yards 

in adrnnce of tl1e breal'ltwork, and intended as a decoy. The 
breastwork itself was concealed by an artificial chapparal, 

formed of bushes set up iu front of it, and giving the appear

ance of a natural growth. 
Toledo immediately marched out to meet the enemy. Ilis 

force consisted of eight hundred and fifty Americans, under 

Perry and Taylor, and ahout twice that number of Mexicans, 
commanded hy 1lauchaca. The latter was said to be emiou~ 
of the distinction shown to Toledo, and was consequently in
subordinate. This was perhaps the cause of a fatal 111istake 
on the part of Toledo in separating the Americans, hy placing 
them on the two wings, with the ~Iexicans in the centre. 

W11en they met with the Spanish adnnce, the battle com

menced. The 8puniar<ls, after firing a round, abandone<l their 
artillery, and made a feigned retreat, flying through the apex 
of the breastwork. The centre of the republicans ad,·anced 
rapidly, and the wings followed. Toledo, seeing the ambush 
when it was too late, 01·dered a retreat. The left wing ol)eyetl 
the ortler; but the right wing refused, cryiug out that "they 
ne,er retreated!" The centre, far in ad,·ance of the wings, 
was already exposed to a deadly fire from its front and flanks. 
Had the order to retreat not heen girnn at all, or had it been 
given earlier, the day would not ham been lost. The enemy's 
cannon mowed down the republicans with fearful ha.Yoe. The 

Americans on the right performed prodigies of nlor ; e,eu 
after the few survivors of the centre bad fled, they continued 
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tho fight. 1'hey could not, however, ol,tain possession of the 
breastwork, and in the effort were nearly all cut to pieces. 

Only those that obeyed the order to retreat were able to get 

away from the field of battle. The fugitives continued their 
retreat, the Spanish cavalry pursuing, and butchering withoui 

mercy all whom they could o,ertake. .A.t Spanish Bluff, on 
the Trinity, the enemy took seventy or eighty prisoners. These 

they marched to an island of timber at the then forks of the 
San Antonio and La Bahia roads, where they dug a long and 
deep gm.Ye, laid a piece of timber across it, and, after tying 

the prisoners, set them by tens on the timber, and shot them. 
Only ninety-three Americans succeeded in reaching Natchito
ches. Among them were Colonel Perry, Captain Joseph Tay
lor (badly wounded), and Captain Bullard, who had acted as 
aid to Toledo during the battle. Thus ended the disastrous 

war of 1812 and 1813:x• 
The victorious party in Texas pursued with vengeance every 

friend of the republican party. The town of Trinidad, at Span

ish Bluff, was utterly desolated. Those of the inhabitants who 

<lid not make their escape were cruelly butchered at a hill a 
few hundred yards west of Robbins's ferry, known as the Loma 

del Toto, or Bull's hill. Tlie republicans of Nacogdoches fled 
to Louisiana. The survivors of the neutral ground returned to 
their old haunts, and formed a nucleus around which subse

quent revolutionists might rally. 
General Toledo, as the head of the republican party in 

Texas, planted his standard on the left bank of the Sabine, at 
* It will not be deemed surprising that we have no detailed account of the 

import.not events of the Gachupin war, when we remember that during the 
eame period there was a war in the United States, and also one in Mexico. The 
public mind was thus drawn away from the military movements in Texas. It 
is more than probable that the war between the United States and Great Brit
ain, by drawing into its vortex the adventurous spirits of the southwestern st.ates, 
saved Texns from a successful revolution in 1813. 
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the old Sa1inc near Gaines's ferry, and invited thither whoso

ever chose to engage in the war:* 
Two days after the battle of the )Icdina, which was fought 

on the 18th of August, 1813, General Arredondo, having his 
wagons loaded with wounded and dying, marched in triumph 
into San Antonio. llere commenced a scene of barbarity 
which that place had ncYer before wituessed. Seven hundred 

of the peaceable citizens were seizctl and imprisoned. Three 
hundred of them were confined during the night of the 20th of 

August in one house, and during the night eighteen· of them 
died of suffocation. From day to day the others were shot, 

without any form of trial! The cruelty of the Spanish com

mander went even further. Ile had a prison for females. It 

occupied the site of the present postoffice of San Antonio, and 
was tauntingly called the Quinta. Ilerc were imprisoned five 
hundred of the wives, daughters, and other female relatives, 
of the patriots; and, for being such, they were compelled daily 
to convert twenty-four bushels of Indian corn into the Mexi
can cakes called tortillas, for A.rredondo's army. After thus 

having satisfied his appetite for blood and revenge, the royalist 
commander fouud an opportnuity, about the first of September, 
to collect and bU1'Y the bones of •salcedo and his staff. By 
this time, Elisondo, who had proceeded as far as the Trinity 
in pursuit of the fugitives, returned, driving before him on foot 
the widows and orphans of those he had there slain. The 
property of the patriots was all confiscated. t 

* Foote, vol. i., p. 192. 
t Colonel N1wnrro'a account, ns furnished me by F. Giraud, Esq. In 1822, 

Governor Trcspalncio1<, in crossing the Medina, on hie wny to Bexar, passed over 
the battle-field of the 18th of August, 1813. It wns strewn with human bones. 
lle had them collected, nnd buried with military honors. On n large oak he 
placed a tablet with this insctiption: "HERE LI& Tim llllAVES wno, nuTATING 

TUE OD(ORTAL EXAlll'LE OF LEONIDA'-. SACIUJ1ICED TIIEIR l'ORTUliES AXD UVFB, OON· 

TESDISG AGAL'<ST TYRAlm;."-.Navarro. 

• 

ANNEXATION OF WEST FLORIDA TO LOUISIANA. • 

CII.A.PTER XIV. 

177 

FRO)! 1808 to 1815, Spain had no diplomatic intercourse 
with the Urnted States.;; The gigantic policy of Napoleon 

had, for the time, hlotte<l her out from the list of naiious. It 
will be remembered that she still held possession of East Flor
ida, and claimed West Florida, as also Texas; while the Uni
ted States likewise claimetl the two latter provinces by virtue 
of the purchase of Louisiana. While Spain was thus over

whelmed at home, her possessions in Amcricn. were either in a 
state of open rcYolt, or subject to fall into the hands of any of 
those powers ,vith whom the mother-country was at war. 

The people of West Flor:i<la assembled in convcution at Ba

ton Rouge, on tho 26th of September, 1810, declared their in
dependence, and transmiUed their declaration to the United 
States, requesting to be taken untler their protection.t The 
Congress of the Union having authorized Prcsitlent Madison, 
on the happening of certain contingencies, to take possession 
of the country, he accordingly issued his proclamation, and, on 

the 27th of October following, directed Governor Claiborne to 

annex West Floritla to the then territory of Orleans,f which 
was done. 

By the joint resolution of Congress of the 15th of January,. 

* American State Paperw, vol xi., p. 64. 
t lb., vol. ,,ii., p. 482, et ft</, 

VOL. I.-12 
; Ib., p. 480. 
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1811, the prc1,ident was folly empowered, in the cYent of an 
attempt of any foreign power to occupy any part of East Flor

ida, to take possession of the saruc for the United States.* 
W c have already seen what was done in Texas. In 1foxico 

' the war still continued. The Yigorous conduct of Callqja, who 
for his services had been appointed ,,iccroy, had rendered t)1e 

royal cause Yictorious o,cr the entire counh-y, with the excep
tion of G uanaxuato, Yalladolid, and Zacatccas. ~Iorcloi how-

' ever, summoned a congress at Chilvanzingo, which published a 
declaration of independence. But tho political movements in 
Europe, on which the ability of Spain to support her c~usc in 
Mexico depended, had uecome more favoraule. Bonaparte, at 
the close of 1813, was compelled to restore the ~panish crown 
to Ferdinand VII. ;t and, by the treaty of April 11, 1814, the 
former renounced the sovereignty of France, and retired to 
Elba. This enabled Spain to concentrate her forces against 
her rebel colonies. 

In the meantime, Toledo had temporarily left his headquar
ters at Gaines's ferry, and was engaged in the United States 

collecting forces, arms, and assistance, for the prosecution of 
the war in lfoxico. The ~foxican Congress had seut :Manuel 

Ilerrcra as commissioner to the United States, to represent the 
interests of the Mexican republicans. He hrought with him 
blank commissions, which, unfortunately, he distributed 'to per
sons of every character ancl natiou.:j: Generals Toledo and 

Humbert, however, succeeded in raising a small force, together 

with supplies of ammunition ancl provisions, which they trans
ported to El Puente dcl Rey, between Vera Cruz and Jalapa. 
This place was fortified by the republicans. }forclos, hearing 
of this arrival, and being sorely pressed by the royalists, set 

* American Stat.e Papers, vol. xi., p. 391. 
t Treaty of V atlensny, December 8, 1818. 
f American Stntc Paper$, Yo!. xi., p. 56. 
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out on his march to join Toledo ; but on the way he was cap
tured and shot::,- With the death of Morelos, the revolutionary 

cause languished for some years. 
Notwithstanding this ill success, efforts were not wanting, in 

the southwestern portion of the American cenfcderacy, to get 
up a. campaign against Texas. Many of the leading republicans 
of :Mexico, being compelled to fly their country, took refuge 
in the United States. Their condition and recitals uatm·ally 
increased the sympathy felt for their cause. The peace of 
Ghent gave leisure to the ad,enturers of the latter country, 
and their attention was turned to Texas. True, this province 
had again fallen into the hands of Ferdinand VII. ; hut, in the 
nrious disputes and collisions between the United States and 

Spain, the people of the former had acquired a thorough con
tempt for the house of Bourbon. Tho triumphs of Bonaparte 
had broken the charm of idolatry which had so long hung OYer 
this corrupt and imbecile line of kings. Indolence and inter

marriages had dcpri,ed them of energy, liberality, and wis
dom ; and, though they still held the nominal sovereignty of 

New Spain, their power had departed for ever. 
It was through the influence of the Mexican clergy, who 

were directly dependent upon Spain, that the first effort at 
revolution failed. It needed, then, only a dh·ersion of that 
influence to rekindle the Jlame, and consume the lasi vestige 

of European authority in lfexico. 
Those most influential in getting up a second invasion of 

Texas were Jos6 Alvarez de Toledo, Julius Cresar .A.rnazoni, 
Vincent Gamble, John Robinson, Romain Very, Pierre Soemc
son, Bernard Bourdin, and Colonel Perry. All these, except 
the last-named, were indicted in the United States district court 

of Louisiana, in 1815, for a ,iolation of the neutrality of the 

* Niles's ;\Iexfoo, p. 149. 
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Union.'!- This had a tendency to check their movements. But 

Colonel Perry, though vigilantly watched, made his way, with 
a few followers, through A.ttakapas, to a point two leagues 
west of the Sabine, where they assembled more. From this 
point they embarked for the coast of :Uexico, but ad,·erse 
winds compelled them to return. t 

Perry was a bold, acti.c, and persevering officer, and not 
easily discouraged hy misfortune. llo had shown this by re

maining at San Antonio after the treachery of Gutierres; and, 
notwithstanding his narrow escape at the battle of the ~fodina, 
his privations in the retreat, and the difficulty of raising anu 

providing for troops, he still persevered in his intentions agrunst 
Mexico. As bis movements are connected with the first occu
pation of Galveston island, it will be necessary to refer to it. 

From the discoYcry of the island in 1686, by tho colony of 
La Salle, until 1816, it had remained unsettled. .A. few roYing 
Carankawaes occasionally resorted to the western end of the 
island for the })Urposo of fishing, but there were no human hah
itations on it. In fact, there is reason to believe that, since 

1686, it has more than doubled in extent, by the recession of 
the waters of the gulf. In the beginning of the year 1816, it 
was covered with long green grass, on which fed herds of deer. 
I~ also abounded in serpents, from which it was called, by the 
pirates of the gulf, Snake island. 

Some of tbe piratical vessels of Barrataria had saileu into 
Galveston bay, and made known the capacities of the harbor. 

Don Jose Manuel Herrera, the minister of tho Mexican patri
ots to the United States, learning from them that it would 
answer his purposes, took stops to have it occupied. Accord

ingly, he sailed to the island on tho first of September, 1816, 
taking with him Don Luis Aury, who, as commodore of tho 

It American State Papers, vol. xi., p. 30'1. t lb., p. 805. 

. 
' 
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fleet of the republics of :Mexico, Y enezuela, La Plata, and New 
Grenada, commanded a squadron of tweh-e or fifteen small ,es

sols. On tho 12th of September, a meeting was hold, and a 
go,erument organized. Aury was chosen civil and military 
governor of Texas and of Galveston island. He took the oath 
of fidelity to the republic of )Icxico ; the several branches of 
puhlic administration were anangcd, the republican flag was 
raiscu, and Gal,eston t1oc1arct1 a part of the Mexican republic. 
From this time until the 20th of October the minister and the 

commodore were engaged in completing their system. Among 

other provisions was oue permitting Go,crnor Aury, if he 
should deem it necessary, to change his residence to :Mata

gorda, or any other more suitalJle placc.➔:-
The vessels of Aury were immediately sent out as privateers 

to cruise against Spanish commerce; and so actiYe and ener
getic were they in th.is business, that they completely swept 
the :Mexican gulf of lbo shipping of the mother-country. The 
proof of this fact is to be found in the numerous complaints 

laid before the government at Washington by the minister of 

Spain. 
But Gah·cston was likewise to be tbe rendezvous of a force 

to operate by land. Xavier Mina, a native of Navarre, who 
had distinguished himself iu the peninsular war against the 

·» Am~ricnn Stale l'apers, vol. xii., p. 42·1; vol. xi., p. 3•15. Luis de Aury was 
from 'Xew Grenada. Ile entere<l as n lieutennnt in the navy of the republic, on 
the $1th of June, 1813. On the 10th of August, 1816, he was appointed com-

111andaut-genernl of the naval forces of New Grenaun stationed at Cart.hagena. 
To bis generosity nn<l intrepidity hundreds of men, women, and children, were 
iodcbted for their eafety nt the memorable siege of t.hnt city, when with three 
anmll vess-,ls he broke the line of the royalist squndroo of thirty-five sail, and 
thus e-cnped the !mods of the cruel :Morillo. This was on the 6th of December, 
1~15.-lb., vol. xii, p. 410. The collector of New Orleans, in his official letter 
of August 1, 1817, snys: "The estnbli$hment at Galvl!llton was 1·ecently made 
there by a Commoilore Aury, with a ft>w small schooners from Aux Cayes
maoned in a great measure with refugees from Barrntaria, and mulnttoes." He 
does Anry injustice by confounding him with tho Lafittes, as the facts will show 
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F1·ench, being compelled to lean} his countrv, fled to En"'laud 
• J t:, ' 

whence, with fifteen officers, mostly S_panisl1, he saiku for the 

United Rtates. Ile seems to have brought ,1ith him a consid

erable amount of funds. .At all events, on the 27th of Septem

ber, 1816, with three vcs:e:cls, containing about two hundred 

troops, together with arms, ammunition, and military stores, 

he sailed to Port-au-Prince, with the ,·iew of cmanci]Jatiug 

Mexico. General Toledo, hearing of the arrival of }1ina at 

Baltimore, proceeded to that city to consult with him. A Jc

spatch from Don Jose Fcurtcs, the confidential minister of 

the Spani~h government at Ifarnna, ha.cl been intercepted hy 

the patriots, from which they were informed that Spain would 

not transfer the Floridas to the United States. Ou this intel

ligence they based their intendeu operations. The t,yo gener

als were to meet a.t Port-au-Prince, and from that point make 

a combined attack upon the Floridas, wrest them from Spain, 

establish there a free government, a.nu make them the asylum 

of the unfortunate emigrants from K ow Grenada and V cnezu

ela, who, obliged to fly their country, were perishing in the 

West Indies; and, when the new government should be o:stal>

lished, ask its incorporation "ith the American Union. Such 

was their plan, and, in accor<lancc with which, )!inn. had sailed 

for the place of rendezvous. Two causes prevented its execu

tion: Mina was partly wrecked in a storm ; but, what was of 

most importance, Toledo deserted him, and went over to the 
king of Spain.* 

This sudden change of affairs produced two results : it 

caused Spain to agree to tho cession of tho Floridas to the 

United Rtates; and li!ina. to sail to Galveston, for tho purpose 

of co-operating with .A.ury and Colonel Perry. Mina arrived 

* Don Vicente Pazos to President Monroe. American State Papers, vol xii., 
p. 4021 et ieq. 
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at Galveston on the 24th of ~ornmber, 1816.* Texas at this 
time was in a deplorable condition. Ran A..ntonio, prostrated 

anu ostracised by the war of 1812-'13, was nearly deserted ;t 
tho people of Xacog<lochcs, fugitives from their homes, were 

wandering on the frontiers of Louisia.ua.:f: In the entire prov
ince there were not more than two hundred Spanish troops. 

Gah-e:ston alone, so lately occupied, seemed to be in a pros

perous condition-prosperous, because fed by tho inuustry of 

Governor .Aury's privateers. 'Gnfortunately for Aury, be had 

taken into his scnicc some men of bad character, who did not 

confine themselves to dcprouations against Spanish commerce. 

Three or four American vessels, engaged in a. lawful trade, be

came victims to thou- cupidity. Governor Aury had on tho 

island his court of admiralty, in which he sat as judge. Among 
the prizes taken wore many Spanish sla.Yers. Tho slaves were 

brou"'ht into Gah·eston. It became a question of some impor-
o 

tancc what to do with them. The new government had. no use 

for them ; there wore no purchasers for them in Texas; it 
would uot do to return them to the enemy ; and it was a viola

tion of the laws of tho United States to introduce them there.II 

The latter alternative, however, as most profitable and convc

uiont, wns adopte<l. There were two modes of transferring 

those captive ncgroes into the United States: one by water, 

through the bayou La Fourche ; tho other by land, from Point 

Bolivar to Bayou Breuf and Alexandria. The Barratarians, 

who had engaged in the sen-ice of A.ury, undertook the former 

mode. They were well acqua.intccl with all the outlets of the 

Mi;;sissippi, and likewise with the inhabitants of La Fourche. 
Those of Louisiana wishing to purchase would repair to Gal-

* Kennedy, Ilistory of Texas, vol. i., p. 2Q.!. 
t American Slnte Papers, vol. xi., p. 3•16. t Bean's Memoire. 
D Letter or Vicente Pazos. American State Papers, vol. ii., p. 416 . 
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veston, the mouth of the Sabine, or Calcasieu, and engage tho 
lot they wanted, which were afterward driven to them by night. 
Those introduced by land were purchased by companies, brought 
to a customhouse-officer in Louisiana, and denounced as import

ed Africans. They wcro then :::old under tho law by the mar
shal, repurcha~ed hy tl1e company, who as informers obtained 
lrnlf of the purchase-money, and by them resold to the planters. 

The price of negroes at Galrnston was a dollar per pound, or, 
on an average, one hundred and forty dollars per head.* 

The rich and valuable prizes brought into Gah·cston sup
ported the establishment hand,:omcly. The troops and officers 

were regularly paid at the end of every month. Provisions 
and munitions of all kinds were readily procured from New 

Orleans. General Bernardo Gutierres, as agent at Natchito

ches, was promptly supplied with funds.t The government of 
Aury kept up a regular eorre!lpondence with the patriots in 
Mexico, through the port of :Nautla. 

The chiefs at Gah-eston consisted of Aury, military and civil 

governor of Texas, with a command of three or four hundred 
men, besides his privateers; Colonel Perry, stationed at Boli
var point, with about one hundred men ; and Xavier Mina, with 
some two hundred more. Each of the commanders, ambitious 

of distinction, and bound to obedience by no superior authori
ty, manifested more or less jealousy of the others. The object 

o~ the latter two was to invade Mexico, but in this project they 
did not have the hearty co-operation of Aury. KeYertheless 

. ' preparations were made for the invasion. In March, 1817, 
* Letter of John J. Bowie lo De Bow's Review 10•3 Th ll B · R J , u-, • e irue owies-

e~on, 8 '.11e•, nnd ,John-made sixty-five thousand dollars in this trad, On 
one occas1on, in 1_818-'l 9, n lot of negroes escaped from James Bowie, ~-n the 
route to Alexnndrin. They were perhni>s take ff b th I d" n o y e n tans. lie pur-
s~ed them to the upper _wnters of the Colorado, but the Indians becarue 

80 
hos

tile, that ~e returned without effc~ting his ohject 
t American State Papers, vol. xi., p. 346. Kennedy, vol i., p. 293. 
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one of Aury's privateers captured a Spanish vessel from Tam• 
pico, and from its correspondence learned of the defenceless 
condition of Soto la )farina, a town standing on an elevation, 

on the left bank of the Santander, about sixty miles from the 
mouth of the rirnr. The three commanders immediately de

termined to take possession of that place. Accordingly, on 
the 6th of April, they sailed, with their entire naval and mili• 
tary force/ and the town fell into their hands without oppo-

sition. 
It is proper here to remark that, in this expedition, Colonel 

Perry disclaimed the authority of A.ury, and placed himself 

under the command of :Mina. Aury, after landing the force, 
diso-nsted with what he chose to call the insubordination of his 

t:> 

co-ordinate chiefs, left them and returned. 
General Arredondo, commandant-general of the northeastern. 

internal provinces, receiving intelligence of thls invasion, took 

measures to raise a large force for meeting it. Mina, after 
fortifying and arming his position at Soto la Marina, wa~ 

ready to march into the interi01·, his force consisting of only 
three hundred men. Colonel Perry; after dcela.riog that the 
force was too small to effect anything, and that to advance 

would end in their destruction, determined to abandon the ex• 
pedition. Ile did so, taking with him about fifty of his men.t 

General Mina, although left with so small a force, was in no 
wise discouraged, and set out on his march. On the 8th of 
June, 1817, he gained a victory, at Vallo de Mais, over four 
hundred cavalry. At Peotillos, on the 14th, he defeated an 
army of se,enteen hundred men; but in this last battle hls loss 
in killed and wounded was fifty-six. On the 18th, ho took 

Real de Rinos with its garrison of three hundred men ; and, 

* Letter of 'Vicente Pazos. American State Papere, vol. xii., p. 409, 
t Kennedy, vol. i., p. 296. 
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after ,arious successes and reverses, he was defeated and cap

tured by General Orrantia, at V-enadito, on the 27th of Septem

ber, 1817, and by order of the viceroy .Apodaca was shot at 

Remedios on the 11th day of No,ember.i<-

We will now return to Colonel Perry. He set out on his 

march by land to return to the United States. For three hun

dred leagues he was compelled to traverse the territory of the 

enemy. Shortly after his departure from Soto la :i\farina, the 

forces of Arredondo attacked and recaptured that town, while 

a, detachment of two hundred royalist canlry was despatched 

in pursuit of the retreating republicans. Unconscious of this 

enemy in his rear, Perry adnnced to La Bahia, the scene of 

so many battles "\\ith Salcedo. Ile immediately demanded the 

surrender of the garrison; but, wl1ile the necessary negotiation 

was in progress, the royalist ca-valry came up. The garrison, 

encouraged by this unexpected aid, sallied out of the fort; and 

Perry founcl himself engnged, in front and rear, by an enemy 

of fi,e times his own numbers. He continued the unequal con

flict, however, until every one of his men bad fallen! Seeing 

himself thus helpless, the intrepid soldier blew out his own 

brains with his pistol·r-thus ending his life as dicl his gallant 

commander )Iagce, at the same place. five years IJcforc. 

Let us 110w recur to Galveston. Jean Lafitte, it appears, 

was the eldest of three brothers, natives of Bordeaux in France. 

At an early age he ran away from home, and joined a British 

vessel-of-war. llis father pursued him, and brought h~n back. 

Ile absconded tl1c second time, and joined the British frigate 

Fox. Ilere, after serving for some time, be deserted, and 

went to live with a French family at Deptford. Ile did not 

remain long in this family, but, finding quarters in a vessel 

for South .America, he took passage, and went to Carthagena, 

* Kenneu:i;, Yol. i., pp. 298, 209. t Tu., p. 297. 
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and afterward to Santa 1fo.rtha, which lust-named place he for 

a time made his home. Ilcrc he managed to fit out a priva

teer, with which he often visited the coasts of the 'C"uited States, 

particularly Charleston. But, having killed a ri-rnl in au affair 

of the heart, ho left that port, and frequented the West India 
seas::, In the ycat· 1807, the united States laid an embargo 

upon foreign commerce, which offered great temptation to per

son:- of easy virtue to engage in illicit trade. Xow Orleans 
affordml a good market;. while the various bays, lakes, and 

bayous, about the mouth of the )Ii~sissippi, furnished a secure 

retreat and means of smuggling. 
The islancl of Grand Terre, situated about sixty miles from 

the delta of the )lississippi, stands in the entrance of a lake 

behind it, which connects by a narrow pass on each side of the 

i:;laud with the gulf of llcxico. The surface of tho island is 

ui1uulating, and covered with a small growth of wood, and its 

waters alJouud in turtle aufl. fish. Previous to its occupation 
by the buccaneers, it was ~ninhabitc<l, hut frequented by fish

ermen. A.hout the year 1810 or 1811, it was selected as the 
rendezvous of individuals of Yarious nations, who, dri,·cn from 

their homes by the wars which for so many years had raYaged 

Europe and .Amet·ica, had engaged in a clande:;tine and lawless 

trauc. t From the nature of this traffic, the island soon ob

tained, hy general conseut, the name of Barratarilt.f Though 

there were many leaders engaged in this lmsiucss, and con

nected by no other tie than that of plunder, yet Jean Lafitte, 
from tho superiority of his privateers, his prudence in their 

* Such is the nccount !(ivcn of Lnfille by hi; favorite lieutennut, "Jim Camp· 

1,cll." - [Tuitrd Sr rvfre .lf,1911zin1·, 1852. 
t Proclnmntion of President ::lln<1ison, _Fe?r''.nry 5, _1815. . 
t From uaral (no old French wo~d), e1g111fymg. stl'ife, ~ece1t; hence b~rratry 

(in commerce), nuy specie.s of chcntmg or fr~uu, ID n sh'.pm3dter, _by which the 
owuers or insurers are injured-as, by runnmg nway with the sl11p, &c. - lVeb-

3/er, in loc. 
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management, and the completeness of his arrangements, soon 
acquired over the other chieftains of Barrataria au authority 

and power nearly absolute. His two brothers, Pierre and 
Henri, or Antoine, were located at New Orleans, and acted 
as his factors in disposing of his prizes, and in furnishing him 
with supplies. So adroitly did J can mnnagc this lmsiucss, 
that, though his brothers were often brought within tho clutches 
of the law, he always escaped. In addition to his other ad
vantages, he had interested in his business many of tho princi
pal merchants and traders in and about Now Orleans. Thus, 

in a year or two, the honest and fair traders of that city were 
greatly injured, and the public morals so corrupted, that the 
state of Louisiana was well-nigh disgraced.* . 

To correct this state of things, Governor Claiborne, on the 
15th of March, 1813, issued a proclamation, commanding the 
Barratariaus to disperse. Failing in this, the governor then 
offered a reward of five hundred dollars for the head of Jean 

Lafitte. The daring freebooter replied by an offer of fifteen 

thousand dollars for the head of his excellency! The latter, 
seeing his authority thus set at defiance, sent a company of 
militia to Ilarrataria, to break up the establishment. V-nfor

tunately, it was commanded by one of Lafitte's old ca1Jtains. 
Lafitte surrounded them, loaded them with presents, and sent 

them homc.t All these steps being reported to President 
Madison, Commodore Patterson, of the United States navy, 
was ordered, early in 1814, to destroy the establishment. 

Accordingly, on the 11th of June, 1814, the commodore left 
New Orleans, accompanied by Colonel Ross and seventy-one 

* Report of the grand-jury of the United States district court of Louisiana, 
July 28, 1814. 

t De Row's Review, 1851, nnd United Service Journal, 1852. The author of 
the article io De Bow is certainly not much ncqnnioted with the Texan portion 
of Lafitte's history. 
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picked rnen of the 44th regiment, United States inf~ntry. He 
took with him the schooner Caroline and the Umted States 
gunboats at the Balize. On tho morning of the 16th he rcach:d 

Barrataria. Tho town consisted of about forty houses, of dif

ferent sizes, ba.dly constructed, and thatched with palmetto. 
The vessels of tho freebooters consisted of six fine schooners 
and one folucca, as cruisers, and one armed schooner, under 

Carthao·cniun colors. Tho rovers came out to meet the com-
1nodorc

0 

and formed their vessels into line of battle, having 

mountc~ on them twenty pieces of cannon, and exhibiting a 
force of eight hundred or a thousand men. But when they 
saw the commodore determined, and still advancing, they aban
doned the place and fled, concealing themselves in the numer

ous morasses of the surrounding country. The commodore re
turned to :N"ow Orleans on tho 23d of June, bearing with him 

the ,essels and spoil of Barrataria. 
This expedition so crippled the freebooters, that they could 

only operate afterward with great secrecy. The war between 
the United States and Great Briiain prernnted further attempts 

against them. They were, howeYer, approached by the British 
in a uifiercnt manner. On the 311 of September, 1814, Captain 
Lockyer, commander of his majesty's man-of-war Sophia, put 
in to Lbc shore at Barrataria, and offered Lafitte the rank of 
po:;t-captain in the British navy, the command of a frigate, and 

thirty thousand pounds sterling, to join his majesty's fo~c.es. 
Lafitte asked two weoks' time to consider the proposal, gmng 
the captain some hope, however, that he would accept. i~. 

The next day, Lafitte enclosed the written propositions to 

Governor Claiborne, writing him also a polite letter, tendering 
bis services to tho Unitct1 States, on condition that he and his 

adherents should be protected from further interruption. The 

offer was accepted; and Lafitte and his men, stationed at the 
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guns near the lev1:e, on the 8th of January, 1815, did such ser

vice as to call forth a genpral pardon from the president of the 

United States.* 

The vigilance of the government, and the promises of La

fitte, pl'evented him from re-establishing l1imself at Barrataria. 

After a nsit to Washington city, in which he squandered his 

wealth with princely profusion, he endeavored to establish l1is 

headquarters at Port-au-Prince,t but failed. While he was 

wandering over the gulf of 1Iexieo with his adherents, .\ury 

sailed from Galrnston on tho oxpoclition against Soto la 1fa

rina; and, in a few days afterward, tho island was occupied 
by the buccaneer:; of Lafitte. 

The number of his followers on the island was about forty 

persons. On the li5th of .April, 1817, tho captains and owneri! 

of vessels then present, consisting of Louis Itourribarria, Loui::. 
Dru:ieux, .\. Pironnean, John Dncoiug, Roussclin, Rd. Espagnol, 

and Bartholomew Lafon-sernn in a.11, Lafitte not choosing to 

have his name used-met on board tho schooner Carmelita, for 

the purpose of taking the necessary oath of fidelity to the :Mexi

can republic. Derieux, as commandant, was duly sworn 1Jy 

Itourribarria; tho others were scvemlly sworn by Derieux. 

Ha,ing reduced this proceeding to writing, they signed it, and 

filed it as an evidence of the existence of a government at Gal
veston. 

By tho 20th of the month, other sailing-craft had come in; 

and, after due notice given, all the captains and owners of ves

sels assembled on board the schooner Jupiter, and proceeded 

to choose officers, and lay down such rules of government as 

they required. Dericux was confirmed as military commanu

ant, Pironneau was appointed adjutant commandant, Ducoing 

* Dnled February 6, 1S16. 
t Letter of Collector Chew; Ame1·icnn Stale Papers, vol xi., p. 851. 
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judge of aumiralty, Rousselin administrator of tho revenue, 

Espagnol secretary of the public treasm-y, and Jean Jannet 

marine commandant of the place.¥-· 
The laws established by tho buccaneers consisted of regula

tions conccming the moue of distributing the gains of their 

profession, and tho payment of the officers' salaries. 

This new government had not tho odor of legitimacy which 

attached to that of Aury. Tho latter was duly appointed by 

:Manuel IIcrrera, commissioner from the Mexican republicans 

to the United States; and IIerrcra certainly received his ap

pointment from President :Morelos.t W11cther with or without 

the sanction of Aury, the Lafitte government stipulated for tho 

payment of all the old debts of Aury's administratiou, provided 

the creditors were not non-residents. This clause had the 

happy effect of withdrawing from Aury's banners i>uch of his 

followers as held claims against the old government.f 

The extent of Lafitte's authority as a cruiser will appear 
from a statement of his connection \\ith Colonel Ellis P. Benn. 

In the latter part of 1814, Bean was despatched hy General 

llforelos, the then president of tho revolutionary party in Mex

ico, on a mission to the United States, to procure aid for the 

pa.triot cause. A.t the port of Nautla, Bean found one of La

firte's vessels, Captain Dominic master, and, informing him of 

his business, was taken on board, and landed at Barrataria. 
Here Bean saw Lafitte, and imparted to him the object of his 

mission. The buccaneer-chief conducted him by a near way 

to New Orleans; and, upon au invitation from General Jack

son, with ·whom Bean was an old acquaintance, tho latter took 

command of one of the guns at tho levee on the 8th of January, 

and fought by the side of Lafitte in that battle. It was from 

* American State Paper~, vol. :i:.i., pp. 858, 386, et aeq. 
t Sec Benn's Memoirs. :j: See .Appendix No. 3. 
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Colonel Bean that General Jackson received a detailed account 
of the conduct of the Barratarians on that day. Lafitte, being 
pardoned, and hoping for more honorable employment through 

the agency of Colonel Bean, furnished a fine schooner to trans
port the latter, and the munitions ho had procured, back to 
:N"autla. There is no doubt but that Bean gave Lafitte a com

mission to cruise against the enemies of the Mexican republi

can party; but, whether this commission was given before or 
after the battle of New Orleans, is uncertain. We are also in
formed, from Colonel Bean's letters, that this appointment was 

afterward connrmed by the republican authority in Mexico.* 

* These facts are collected from Colonel Dean's letters to Captain William 
Shaw, hie ute1·ine brother (MS.). 

r 
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CB APTER XV. 

ComroD0RE .A.unY, having returned to the coast of Texas 
about the 10th of May, 1817, put in at l\fatagorda bay, for the 
purpose of making preparations to remove his government to 
that point; and, after spending some days at this place, he 
proceeded to Galveston. .A.t his departure from the island on 
the 5th of April, he bad burnt and destroyed all the houses 
and cabins, leaving only an advice-Loat and his collector, Pedro 

Rousselin. But when ho returned, he found the Lafitte go'\"
ernment in "full blast,•' and his collector RousseUn occupying 
the same office in the new administration ! Ile found also that 
the place had degenerated into a nest of pirates; that the pri
vateers cared little for the nationality of the vessels they met 
with on the sea, provided the cargo was valuable ; and that, 
although Ducoing was pretending to act as judge of admiralty, 
yet his decisions were dictated Ly the captors, who, unless it 
suited their interest or convenience, would not even furnish 
him with a po.per on which to form a judicial opinion::f .A.ury, 

to acquit himself of the charge of being connected with these 
offenders, addressed a letter to Manuel Herrera, the Mexican 
minister, dated July 21, 1817, informing him that he had for 
the present determined to abandon Galveston, that he had 

* Letter of Captain Charles Morris, of the navy: American State Papers, voL 
xi., p. 3'76. 
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taken Rousselin the collector with him, and that all proceed
ings there after the 31st of July would be will1out his consent. 
He addressed a similar letter to Beverly Chew, the collector 

at New Orleans, on the 28th of the month:» 
But Aury did not remain long at Matagorda. When Toledo 

deserted the patriots and went over to the yoyalists, he com

municated to the Spanish go,ernmcnt the designs of the former 
upon Florida. Spain then concluded to cede that province to 

the United States. Of this fact the patriots received intima
tion, and took immediate steps t-0 conquer the territory in ques

tion before Spain should part with it. The agents of the re

volted colonies of Venezuela, New Grenada, Mexico, and La 
Plata, then at Philadelphia, on the lust day of :March, 1817, 
commissioned Sir Gregor n!'Gregor to take immediate posses
sion of both the Floridas.t .Accordingly, on the 30th of July 
following, he took possession of the small island of Amelia, 
lying on the west of the peninsula, between the mouths of the 

St. John and St. Mary rivers. .A.nry, getting news of this, 
hoisted sail, taking a final lea:re of Texas, and went to assist 
M'Gregor in his conquest.t 

By the close of the year 1817, the followers of Lafitte on 
Galveston island had increased to nearly a thousand men. 
They were of all nations and languages-refugees from justice 
and victims of oppression, who had fled from their own coun
tries, and, hearing of his prosperous state, came hither to find 
employment. Lafitte made a show of fair dealing, and obtained 
commissions from some of the revolted colonies of Spain • but 

' ' 
* Americnn Slate Papers, vol. xii., p. 423; ib., vol. xi., p. 855. 
t See his commission, American State Papers, vol. xii., p. 421. 
t lb., pp. 408, 409. Aury, after ser,,ing the cause of lhe patriots for some 

years, returned to New Orleans, nnd, being a fine-looking man, married a rich 
widow. Some time after, howenr, they separated; and, as late ns 1845, he wa.s 
residing at IIavnon.- Unitecl Service Journal, 18152. 
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though he assum~d to act as a prh-ateer, he was in reality a 
pirate, and so were his chief men. The names of Dominic, 
Jim Campbell, Churchill, Franks, Roach, Lambert, :Marotte, 
Pluchc, Giral, Felix, Lopez, and Brown, his active lieuten
ant,:, were a terror to tl10 commerce of the gulf of Mexico.* 
Complaints of their rapacity were repeatedly made at Wash
ington city; and the authorities of the United States would 
have broken them up, but for the Spanish minister. The 
island of Galveston was claimed by both governments; and 
the jealousy of Spain would not suffer that tl1c United States 
should disperse the buccaneers from their haunt, lest the latter 
power should afterward hold it on her own account. t . On the 
otlier hand, as Spanish commerce suffe1·ed ten times as much 
by their depredations as that of any other country, if that gov
ernment was willing to submit to it, of course, the United 
States ought not to object! In fact, Lafitte's men inflicted on 
Flpanish commerce in the gnlf a blow from which it has never 
recovered. It was a retributi.e justice ,isited upon that na,. 

tion for her bigoted adherence to the royal exterminating order 
of Philip II. They had sown to the wind, and had reaped the 

whirlwind! 
About this time, Texas was reinforced by a party of French 

under General Lallemand, of the artillery of the irnporial 
guard. After the second restoration of the Bourbons, several 
of the military officers of Xapoleon retired for safety to the 
United States. They were kindly received; and a large tract 
of the public lands in .Alabama was given them, ou condition 

of their cultivating there the vine and the olive. They were 
not, however, successful. Some of them, attributing the failure 
to the climate, sought one more fa,orable. Among these were 
Generals Lallemand and Rigaud. They were about a hunched 

* United Service Journal, 1852. t American State Papers, vol. xii., p. 11. 
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in number; and, proceeding up Galveston bay and Trinity river, 
they settled at the first high land. .J..fter erecting a fort, they 
prepared for cultivating the soil. But the scarcity Jf provis

ions, tho privations they underwent, and the jealousy of the 
Spaniards, soon induced them to return to Gah'oston, where 

they added grace and elegance to the society of Carnpcachy. 
General Lallemand returned to the lJnitcd States, to furnish 
them with an excellent treatise upon artillery. Many of his 
followers remained upon the island, and probably others pro
ceeded to New Orleans. They wore on excellent terms with 
the Indians, and it is probahlc that, if they had not been inter
rupted by the Spaniards, ther would have ended their days at 
the Champ d' Asile, the significant name giYcn by Lallemand 
to their settlement. 

Lafitte was a well-formed, handsome man, about six feet two 
inches in height, strongly built, with large hazel eyes, black 
hair, and generally wore a mustache. Ile dressed in a green 
uniform and an otter-skin cap. Ile was a man of polite and 

easy manners, of retired habits, generous disposition, and of 
such a winning address, tliat his influence o,cr his followers 

was almost absolute. Ile located his town on the ruins of 
A.nry's village, built him a house, which he painted red, and 
threw up around it a fort. Y cry soon many other houses were 
erected. His followers, who had wives or mistresses, brought 
them there, and society at Gal.eston, whatovc1· may he said 
of its morals, began to have all the clements of permanency. 
Through New Orleans they were supplied with building-mate
rials and provisions; a "Yankee" boarding-house sprang up; 
and, to complete the establishment, they constructed a small 
arsenal and dockyard.* 

* United Service JourJJnl. The knowledge we have of Lafitte's establishment 
was acquired through the agents of General Long, who v1siteJ him in 1819, and 
were entertained by him with great hospitality for some weeks. 

• 
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The Cooshattie Indians, who, out of regard to the Spaniards, 
had emigrated west as far as the banks of the Trinity, were 
constant visitors at Galveston. So likewise were the Caran
kawaes, who sometimes rc:;ortcd to tho wost end of the island. 
On ouc occasion, some of Lafitte's men stole away one of their 
best-looking squaws, and detained her. Determined to have 
revenge, the Indians sought an opportunity, when a party of 
tl10 buccaneers were hunting down ou the islund, and killed 
four of them. 

When the Indians came over from the main land, they left 
their canoes in an inlet on the bay-side, and encamped at the 
"Three Trees." This fact was soon known at Campeachy 
(the name Lafitte had given his town), and preparations were 
made to attack them. They were about three hundred strong. 
Lafitte marched against them with two hundred men and two 
pieces of artillery. The battle consiateu of repeated skirmishes, 
and lasted two or three days. The Indians were at length 
compelled to retreat to t110 main land, with a loss of thirty 
killed, and a large numbol' wounded. Lafitte lost 110110 of his 
men; but had many wounded with arrows. The Carankawaes 
once again ~entured to come on the island whi1o Lafitte "·as 
there, bnt fled on the approach of his mcu sent agaim;t them. 
It was this conduct of tho pirntcs toward these Indians that 
afterward made the latter so hostile to the Texan colonists 
under Austin. 

The condition of tho seUlemcnts on the f1·ontiers of Louisi
ana, and the other states bordering on Florida, had now become 
such, that an immediate treaty of limits was indispensable. 
Spain having announced her willingness to part with the Flori
das, the main difficulty was in settling the boundary between 
Louisiana and Texas. 'l'ho lJnited States proposed the Colo
rado: Spain proposed a line near Red river. In tho discus-
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sions lletween the two. govermnenls in fo03, :Mr. Pinkney had 

offered, as a. con;:,idcration for certain tenitory, thnt the Gnitcd 

~tatcs would guaranty to Spain her po,se ions we t of the 

Missi~~ippi. At that time Spain di<l not want that g11,1ra11ly: 

Lut in 1 18, the ~1,anish government, lb n. condition of the 

ces5.i.on, iu~isted upon this !,,'ltaranty, "hich the t'nited ~w.tcs 

refu~ed. Thi:; point being scttlc<l, the American goHirnmeut 

first proposed, in lieu of a guaranty, to 111ake a desert oft went) 

league;; we~t of the Colorado. It then modified it hy p1opo

sing that for thirty miles on each :,;idc of that rh·er no 0110 

should be permitted to settle. The cabiuct of )la<lrid wbcly 

rcfu~cd such a proposition, but "lwlhcr "ith a wi,:c woth c i:. 

doubtful. At 1a~t, the , abinc wa,- agreed on as the lioundarv

line hetween the two nation!", and the treaty was signc1l on u:e 

22d of February, 18Hl.* 

This trenty, though ratified Ly both goYernment,," a:; un~nt

isfactory to many, inasmuch as it bartered Texa,--to which 

they considered that the United States had n. ju,t claim-for 

Florida, which they did not C:,teorn us rnlualilc. .\s it wa,, a 

fund:unent~l maxim with the 'Guitcd ~talc neYCr to relinquidi 

any part of her territory, the <lenmrrors to the treaty cun-id

ered the abandonment of Texas to Spain as n. violn.tio11 of that 

maxim, and of the constitutional integrity of the niou. Thi

dis!latisfactiou continued, and was only allayed hy the disrup

tion of Texas from Mexico in 183G, au<l her reannc:x:ation to 

the Union in 1 45.t 

* American SLale Papen, edition of lSS-l, vol i,.; For~ign IMa.tirm,, ,·ol. iv., 

p. 617, ti srq. 

t_IIec?' ?1Rj c~reech of Aprils, 1!'!20~ speaking of the c~on of Texas t.o 

Spam &ml ,t wna unc al't t' l l • , on 1 u 1onn , ne ,e,ng bryo11,l the trcnt y•moking power in 

the go~ernmenL Rol.,ertJ. Wnlker (I ttcr lo the people of Carroll oonn . I~en

tuc~y, 1D !St 1) snys it. "Ra a violation of our treaty of 1803 v; ith France, bv 

which w_e plt!<lged ourseh·es t.o lhnt nation, na well as lo t.ho people of the terri 

tory, to mcorporate them into the lJ nion. 
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The province of Texas, unconscious of these negotiations of 

the high contracting 1,artics, an<l prostrated liy the Gachupin 

war and the terrible Yisitation of the conquerors, had almost 

relapsed into a state of nature. But preparations were making 

at Natchez to bring her again to life. A public meeting was 

held in that place early in 181!.l, and a company of Yolunteers 

rai~cd fu1· the invasion of Texas. The commancl wa;; tendered 

to Dr. James Long, formerly of ~faury county, Tennessee. Ile 

had been a. surgeon in Carroll's brigade at the battle of Now 

Orleans, and at the dose of the war had settled at Xatcbez, 

where he was pursuing hi~ profe,-sion. Uc accepted the com

mand, and, on the 17th of June, set out on his march with 

a force of scYcnty-five men,* continuing bis conr~e without 

opposition to Nacogdoches. On the route he had rcceiYed 

largo additions to his party, so that at ~acogdoches he mus

tered n. force of about three hundred men. Among them were 

Colonel ~amucl Da.venport (the contracto1· in ~fagcc's expedi

tion), Bernardo Gutierres, and other refugees from Texas, who 

sought this opportunity of returning to their country, from 

which they had been absent about six year,<. 

On arriving at N'acogdoche:;, General Long and the leading 

patriots O;:,tablisl1cd a p1·ovbional government, controlled by a 

supreme council. This council was compo:;cd of Horatio Big

elow, llamlin Cook, Stephen Barker, John Sibley, Samuel Dav

enport, John G. Burnett, J. Child, Pedro Procello, and Ber

nardo Gutierres. The council i:,sued a declaration, proclaim

ing TexaR to be a free aucl independent republic.t They then 

proceeded, in a few days, to pass such laws in regard to their 

organization, the raising of revenue, and tho di!,position of the 

* Foot<', vol. i., p. 203, et •tg. 
t )Ir. Foote aaye, in his account of the affair, that the council met on the 22d 

of June, antl declnr.,d their independence the uext dny. Thi.a must be an error, 

if they left~ atcbez on the 17th. 
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public lands, as their present necessities required. Among 

their land-laws, they provided for the sale of lands on Red 
river at not less than one dollar per acre, and other lands far
ther in the interior at prices corresponding with their quality. 

One fourth of the purchase-money was to be paid in cash, and 
the lmlancc in annual instalments. They also established a 
printing-office, the first in Texas, of which Mr. Bigelow was 
the editor. 

The next step taken was to occupy the country. David 
Long, a brother of the general, was despatched with merchan

dise to the upper crossing of the Trinity, to trade with the 
Indians. Major Smith, who had come with a command of forty 

men, by way of Galveston, was stationed at the Cooshattie 'Vil
lage on the Trinity. Captain Johnson was sent to establish a 
trading-post at the falls of the Brasos. Captain Walker, with 
twenty-three men, was despatched to fortify the position a mile 
below the present town of Washington ; and :Major Cook was 
sent to Pecan point.* 

Having made these dispositions, General Long was desirous 
of obtaining the aid of Lafitte. Ile accordingly despatched 
Colonel Gnines and another person to Gal,eston, to lay the 
matter before him. Arriving at Anahuac, they procured ca
noes, and coasted to the island. They were conducted to the 

"Red Ilousc," where, as previously remarked, they were re

ceived and treated with great hospitality by the pirate-chief. 

They made known the object of tl1cir mission, but received no 
aid. Lafitte informed them that General Long had his best 
wishes for his success ; that he himself had been engaged for 
eight years in waging war against the royalists of Spain ; but 
that the fate of Perry, Mina, and others, should be a warning 

against an innsiol!. by land except with a considerable force. t 
* Foote, vol. i., p 205. t United Service Journnl. .. 
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General Long, believing that a personal application to the 
buccaneer would meet with greater success, set out himself to 

·visit Galveston. At the Coo!>hattie village, however, he re
ceived intelligence of the approach of the royalists, under 

Colonel Perez. Ile immediately despatched orders to his out
posts to concentrate at the Cooshattie village, and hastened on 

his journey to Gal ms ton. 
During the general's absence, Major Cook, who had returned 

from Pecan point, and been placed in command of Nacogdo
ches, resumed his old habit of drunkenness. IDs example was 
readily followed by the republican garrison ; and thus the post 
was rendered an easy prey to the enemy. General Long, meet
ing with no success at Galveston, returned to the Indian village 
before mentioned, where he was informed, by a letter from his 
noble wife, then at Nacogdoches, of the rapid approach of the 
royalists, and the wretched condition of the forces nndc.r Cook. 

In the meantime, the royalists, on the 11th of October, 1819, 
attacked the trading-post of Captain Johnson on the Brasos, 
and took eleven of the party prisoners ; while the others, seven 
in number, fled down the river to Walker's fort, at La Bahia 
crossing. They were pursued by three hundred and fifty of 
the enemy, who, on the 15th, attacked the fort, and drove the 
republicans out of it. The latter fled, leaving their arms, bag
gage, and provisions. 

While the retreating forces of W alkor and Johnson, about 
thirty-five in all, were making their way to the Cooshattie ,il
lage, the royalists set out to attack the trading-post of David 

Long, on the Trinity. After a gallant defence, Long was 

killed, and his forces fled to Nacogdoches. They were pur
sued; but when the royalists entered the place, they found it 
entirely evacuated. General Long had barely time to escape 
with his family to the Sabine 
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At Nacogdoches Colonel Perez sent a detachment of his men 

in pursuit of th0 fugitives, while with the main body he marched 

against the republicans under Major Smith, at the Cooshattie 

village. Sruilh, with the addition of Walker's and Johnson's 

commands, had about se,enty-fin) ruen. Ilearing of the ad

vance of Perez, ho retreated to a. prairie on the rfrer, a1iout 

forty miles below the village, but was pursued, and a consider

able battle was fought, in wliich there were seYeral killed on 

both sides, but the republicans were routed and fled. The 

greater portion of them obtained canoes, and passed over the 

Trinity to BoJi'l"ar point, where they awaited tlie further orders 

of General Long. The latter, after conducting his family to 

Natchitoches, passed down, by way of Calcasieu, to Bolimr 

point, where he met the remnaut of the republican army:* 

Herc he established a fort, and fortified it. In this work he 

had the aid of Colonel Trespalacios. Ila.Ying comvleted his 

arrangements, he repaired to Kew Orleans to obtain further 
reinforcements and supplies. 

To return to Captain Lafitte. In 1819, he was taken into 
the scrYice of tlie republican party of :Mexico, and appointed 

go,ernor of Galveston. But he soon got into a difficulty with 

the United States. A ferocious character, by the name of 

Drown, had applied to Lafitte to ,be taken into his ser,icc. 

After some hesitation, he was recci'l"ed, but with the expi•ess 

understanding that, if he interrupted the commerce of any other 

nation than Spain, he should be hanged. In October, 181D, 

Drown left the island, in command of two armed boats, and 

shortly after robbed an American ,essel near the Sabine pass. 

The boats were pursued and captured by the United States 

revenue-schooner Lynx, Captain Madison, while the robbers 

* James Bo11•ie accompanied G~neral Long in his first expedition. - United 
Service Journal. 

L 
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escaped to the land, and followed the coast to Bolirnr point, 

and thence went over to Galveston. The Lynx sailed down to 

the island in pursuit of them. Lafitte, suspecting the object 

of Captain Madison, performed his promise to Brown, and hung 

him on a conspicuous gibbet. Captain :Madison, seeing Brown 

thus suspended, could not suppose that Lafitte, tho polite re

publican governor of Galveston, would harbor such men. Ile 

therefore sent his lieutenant, ~Hntosh, over to the i1;1and, to 

demand Brown's associates. They wore promptly delivered 
up. This conduct appeared satisfactory ; yet tho Lynx still 

hovered upon the coast. Lafitte, not wishing to be watched 

so closely, addressed a note to Captain :Madison, informing him 
that Galveston belongetl to and was in the possession of the 

republic of Texas, and was made a port of entry on tho 9th of 
October, 181!); that he was appointed governor of the place; 

and that if tho captain of the Lynx had any tlemands against 

him or his people, to make them known, antl they should be 

attended to.i, Xo further attention was girnn hy the United 

States to the movements of Lafitte until the followi9g year. 

In 1820, among other depredations committed by Lafitte's 

cruisers, nn American vessel was taken, plundered, and scut
tled, in Matagorda bay. A commission, consisting of Messrs. 

Da,is, Oliver, ancl Johnson, was sent by the United States to 
examine into the affair. Their report was unfavoralile to La

fitte, which, together with the repeated complaints of the Span

i::ih minister at Washington, induced the American gornrument, 

early in 1821, to despatch Lieutenant Kearney, with the brig 

Enterprise, to break up the establishment at Gah-eston. La

fitte went over the bar to meet the lieutenant, conducted him 

to the" Red House," and treated him with that politeness and 

* De Row's Rci,;ew, Octobcl', 1851. This letter of Lafitte wns dnted ~ovem
bet· 'l, 1819. 
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hospitality which, as the prince of freebooters, he knew so well 
how to dispense; but Kearney's orders wore positirn, and were 
communicated to Lafitte. The buccaneer, therefore, immedi
ately prepared for his departure from the island. Ile paid off 
his followers, supplied them with money, and ga,c them loa,e 
to disperse. He then sent to Kew Orleans for William Coch

rane, one of his trusty lieutenants, who repaired to Galveston 

with sixty men. Ile had the Pride, his f:1Yorite vessel, got in 
readiness; and the very day he was to sail, General Long, with 
Colonel Milam and other recruits, reached the island. Lon" 
dined with Captain Lantto; and the next tide carried outsid; 
the bar the Pride and other vessels comprising the fleet of tho 
renowned buccaneer-chief, who abandoned the shores of Texas 
for ever.* 

Before proceeding further with the moYements of General 

Long, it will be proper to refer to tho more important features 
of the Mexican revolution. 

Tho viceroy Apodaca, who superseded Calleja in September, 
1816, found that the royalists had rather dispersed than con
quered tho repu~licans; and, to win them back to their loyalty, 
ho adopted a mild and pacific policy. This had -almost the 
desired effect. The partisans of tho revolution threw down 

the~r arms and. surrendered upon the mild terms of Apodaca. 
This was so unffersal, that, with tho exception of tho country 
between tho capital and Acapulco, there was not a single re-

* Lafitte and C-0chraue still continued to cruise against Spanish commerce for 
eo~el{enl"!I •. In 1822, the former Tisited Cbnrleston. C-0cbrnne was captured 
an. ro_wn into the castle of Snn Junn d'Ullon, off Vera Cruz, wl1ere lie re'. 
ma1~ed till the close of the Mexicun revolution, when be was recei,ed into the 
~rv,ce of lhq new republic, nnd rose to the rank of commodore L fitt 
~o~ally vi~te~~isal, fl~d the island of .Morgnrita, near the mo~th o; th:;~:=~ 
. rmoco. e ted at S1lan, a town of Yucatnn, about fifteen miles from Me . 
ID I 826, nnd was buried in the Oampo Santo of tbnt 1 J) B , ri_da, 
O t O 18"1 u, • d P nee. - e ou,s Revu:,~ 

c o er, " ; n,te Service ,Touma!, 1852; Letter of Thomas J,f. J)ul,; • 
May, 1813, to F. Pinckard. • e, of 

GENERAL .AUGUSTIN DE ITURBIDE. 205 

publican remaining under arms. In an almost inaccessible 
mountain on this road, howe'\"er, tho 1·evolutionary chieftains 

Guerrero, Asensio, and Colonel Bradburn ( of Virginia, who 
had gone to Mexico with Mina), had fortified themselves, and 
with some fifteen hundred followers made occasional excursions 

into the surrounding country. 
For the purpose of reducing this last stronghold of the revo-

lutionists, the viceroy appointed General Iturbide to the com
mand of the department of the south, and ga,e him a force of 
three thousand veteran troops. Ile had his headquarters at 

Iguala., on the road to Acapulco, and about eighty miles from 

the city of Mexico. • 
To have a bettor understanding of the events that followed 

in Mexico, it is necessary to observe that a revolution had oc
curred in Spain : tho old constitution was re-established, and 
tho cortcs had introduced many reforms among tho Spanish 
clergy. The intelligence of those important changes had but 

recently reached Mexico, and produced great alarm among all 
classes of the clergy ; and they found no difficulty in persua
ding the lower orders of tho people that the introduction of 

such reforms into Mexico would be followed by the ruin of 
their ancient religion!* Tho viceroy himself was opposed to 
the peninsular reforms, and made no secret of his aversion to 
theil.· introduction into tho colony. The Mexican press, more
over, under the new liberty it enjoyed, declared that indepen
dence of the mother-country was tho only remedy against such 

impending evils. 
Iturbide, though by birth a native-; was the sou of European 

Spaniards, and was capable of anything that would promote 
his own ambitious views. He bad distinguished himself in the 

* Letter of James Smith Wilcocks, dnted Mexico, October 25, 1821: American 
State Pnpel"\l, Jt'oreion Relations, vol iv., p. 837. Ed. 1834. 
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royalist cause ; but he saw in the late rm'lllsion of popular feel

ing, and in his present position, that a change of sides would 
be to his advantage. After forming his plans, and securing 

the co-operation of the clergy, together with the aid of the 
patriots Guerrero, Ascnsio, and Bradburn, he seized a million 
of dollars of the king's treasure, then on its way to Acapulco 
for transportation, and issued his pronunciamento, drawn up at 
Iguala. This document proposed the independence of .Mexico; 
that the government should be a const,itulional, limited mon

archy; that the crown should be tendered to the Bourbon fam
ily in succession, commencing with King Ferdinand YII. ; if 
they all refused, then tho 1\Ic:rican cortes should designate the 

monarch ; and that the Roman catholic religion should be pro

. tected. 
The pronnnciamento was dated on the 24th of February, 

1821. Iturbide sent a copy of the plan to the viceroy, for bis 
approbation. Apodaca, left to ~imself, would ha:rn concurred 
in it; but he was overruled by his council, and Field-Marslrnl 
Linan despatched with an army against Iturbide. The latter, 
however, having the patriots, a good portion of the Spaniards, 
and, above all, the clergy, on his side, had taken Acapulco, 

and was on his march to Valladolid, before Linan left the capi

tal. The whole country was soon in arms. The royalists 

were everywhere defeated; and those of them yet remaining 
in the city of Mexico, suspecting the fidelity of Apodaca, pro
ceeded, on the 5th of July following, to imprison him, and place 

General No,ella in the viceregal chair. 
A few days after this event, Lieutenant-General Don Juan 

O'Donoju, who had been sent out by the reformed go,ernment 

of Spain as captain-general and political chief of ~fcxico, ar
rived at Vera Cruz. Learning the state of things then exist
ing, he wrote to Iturbide, applauding what he had done, and 
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requesting an interview. It took place at Cordova; and, on 

the 24th of August, 1821, the two chieftains agreed to the plan 
of Iguala, with some modifications, and signed and published 

the treaty:" 
Until intelligence could be receirnd from Spain, a regency 

of six person's was appointed, of which Augustin de Iturbide 
was president; and, until the assembling of a Mexican con

gllCss, there was likewise appointed a legislative junta of fo·c 
peroons, of which O'Donoj{1 was a member. Thus the revolu
tion in :Mexico was accomplished ; and, by tho refusal of Spain 
to acknowledge the treaty of Cordova, she became independent. 

General Long remained only a short time at Gah-cston after 
the departure of Lafitte; but, collecting his forces in transports, 
he sailed down the coast to the mouth of the San Antonio riYcr, 
and marched upon La Bahia. It appears that, in this expedi
tion, the ~Iexican colonel Trespalacios was playing the part of 
Gutierres: he was nominally in command. But, in order to 
raise funds, Trespalacios and Milam, instead of landing at the 
mouth of the San .Antonio, proceeded on to )foxico. The forces 
under Long took possession of La Bahia without difficulty.t 

The proclamation of the treaty of Cordova put an ond to the 
royalists and the campaign. Yet it seems that Long and a 
portion of his followers were taken prisoners and sent to the 
city of Mexico. The general himself was set at liberty, and 
then assassinated in the city. Ilis men were released and sent 
home on the 11th of November, 1822, at the instance of Joel 

R. Poinsett.:j: 
The faithful wife of General Long remained at Point Bolivar 

many months, awaitiag her husband's return. At last, receiv

* American St.ale P8Jl.!1'~, vol. iv., Foreig,i R.elationa, p. 8.U, ct seq. Ed. 1834, 
t This part of General Long's history is quite contradictory. Kennedy, vol i., 

p. 800; Foole, vol. i., p. 216. 
:j: Poioselt's Noles on Mexico, p. 122. 
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ing news of his death, sho rejoined her friends in the United 

States. 

Thus, in 1822, Galveston was again desolate. 'l'he town of 

Campeachy was laid waste, and the island only visited by oc

casional hunters after Lafitte's buried tre::i.sru·e. 

We h::i. ve herein traced the history of Texas through the dim 

records of a hundred and thirty-six years, rarely finding in that 

long period a congenial spot for human happiness. Ignorance 

and despotism have hung like a dark cloud over her noble for

ests and luxuriant pastures. But a new era is about to dawn 

upon the province. Austin and Edwards arc preparing for a 

conquest more glorious than those of Napoleon, and infinitely 

more useful to the world. 

1 
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CIIAPTER XYI. 

IF he who, by conquest, wins an empire, and receives the 

world's ::i.pplaui:;e, how much more is due to those who, by un

ceasing toil, lay in the wilderness tl1c foundation for an infant 

colony, and build thereon a .-igorons and happy state! Surely 

there is not among men a more honorable destiny than to be 

the peaceful fonntler and builder of a new empire. Such was 

that of the younger Austin. Ilis father, )foses A-.tin, was a 

native of Durham, Connecticut. Ilis life, like that of his son, 

was one of enterprise. After marrying in Philadelphia, he en

gaged in bu!<iness in the lead-mines of Wythe county, Virginia. 

llis operations here proving unsuccessful, he removed to certain 

mines situated in Washington county, :.Ui,::;souri, then forming 

a part of Louisiana. It was about the ueginn.ing of the pres
ent century that he departed for that point, taking with him a 

small colony of emigrants and opcrafo·cs::+ 

The great expenses of his cstabfo,l1me11t, and the generosity 

of his uisposition, again invoh·cd .Austin in financial difficulties. 

As he had lived for the first three or four years in Missouri 

under the Spanish go1·ernment, he had acquired a knowledge 

of the customs, laws, and perhaps the language, of th::i.t people, 

and had gained, withal, some information in regard to the 

* llolly's Te:s:n~, p. 282, et seq. 
VOL, l.-14 
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province of Texas. Ile had long cherished thr idea of making 
:i. settlement and bringing a colony to the country. 

Accor<liugly, in 1820, he set out for the proYince, and in 
December of that year rcachrcl Bexar. Making known !tis 
object to the baron de na~trop, ,, ith whom he !mu some pre
vious acquaintance at Xcw Orlcau:;, he wa,, inti-ollucc,l to Go,·
cmor )fartinez, to whom he rxplaiued his projcdcd enterprise. 

A suitable memorial was drawn up, and, after hl'ing ap
proved by the local authorities, wa~ forwar<lcd to the com
mandant-geucral of the northea.,;tern intcmal provinces.* The 
memorial asked for pcrmis,-ion to colonize three hundred fami
lies. 'l'he commandaut-gcueral, J)on ,Joaquin Arrcdon1lo, then 
residccl at )[onterey, and the answer to the application woulu 
necessarily rc11uirc some lime. .\u~tin, uualJlc to await the 
result, left the barou <le Bastrop to act u;; hi~ agent in tho 
affair, and f'et out on his return from Bexar in ,January, 1 :.!1. 
At that wmt! the route from Bexar to the f:ahinc was an un~ot
tled waste. In journeying over it, Austin was robberl an<l de
serted by some who were tran!lling "ith him, and loft to m::ike 
his way, as hcst ho coultl, to the Loui,:iana settlements. The 
exposure and fatigue wore too much for him, hut he reached 
home in tho spring. A col<l, howeYcr, thus contracted, pro
duced a disease of the lung~, of which he <lic<l on the 10th of 
June, 1 :!1. .\. few days before hi,; death, howeYer, he re
ceh·ed tho welcome new.-; of tho succc;;s uf hi:; application to 
plant a colony in Texas; allll one of his l:u;t injunctions wa~, 
that his ~on, Stephen F. Au::.tin, should consummate his cnter
prise.t 

* Kennedy BAYB thnt, "lien ~fo,es Austin fil"llt presented himself lo Governor 
:Martinez, he wns treatc<l ns an intruder, and or,lercd to quit the province; nnd 
whil11 preparing to depart he roet with llnstrop, who made kno~n l,is ~eril4 
to the goHrnur, hn,l the order rescinded, nnd procured the grnntmg of h13 me• 
morinl.-Jli1tory of'TuM, vol. i., p. 3L6. 

t Ib., p. ,11S. LorJ Bncon Jays it down as a gcncrnl rule thnt he who has no 
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Consiclering that this application of )roses .\.ustin was macle 
while the Spani:;h authority wall ~till predominant in l\Iexico, 
his success was rather surprising. Bnt it will bo remembered 
that, it was aftct· tho rernlutiou in Spain, when the cortcs was 
rc-e,-tabli~he<l, and a much more liberal sy:;t-0m adopted. 

'I'hi8 first grant to found a colony in Texas, dated on the 
lith of January, 1821, provided that the colonist!! should he 
Roman catholici-, or agree to upcome so before they entered 
tho .Spa11i:sh territory; that they should furnish undoubted evi
dence of good character and hauit:,i, an<l take an oath of fidelity 
to lhe king, to <lefcn<l the goYernment and political constitution 
of the i:5panish monarchy.* In addition, they were to be Lou
isianians. 

chi!Jr.n is more patriotic than he who !,as; nnd for this re:lSOn, that the affec
tion, which be woulJ otherwise l,esto"· upon his la111ily, he gh·ea to his country. 
If the role 1,., tr11e, it will np1•ly to Au~tin, for he ,ms truly the father of his colony. 

* Kennedy, vol. i., p. 319. 'l'hc Spanish onth of nnturnlizntion will appear by 
the following instnnce:-

" To the Seilor Don .Manuel <le Salce.Jo, li,•oten:mt.-colonel of the royal army, 
J>0litic11I ,rn<l military governor of the province of Texas. 

"In the town of .:-;ncogdoclll'I!, on this duy, month, nnJ venr btfore me T, 
Don Josu )Iorio Gun,liuna, licutcnnnt of en miry, and politic;! and military com
m:1nduut of this to\\·n, by virtue of the commission which I hold from the gov
ernor of thi~ province, having cnllcJ to my n1-,istnncc, in default of the not.Jtries 
required hy law, .Anselmo Pereir.\ nnd l\Ianucl Ddgn,lo, cn,ne Don :-nmuel Dav
enport :iml Don William llnrr, residing in this pince, nn,I took a solemn oath of 
fidelity to our eowrdgn, and to reside pcrruanenf.h- in his royal dominions· anJ 
more fully to mnnifcst it, put th,•ir right hnnds 11p~n the cross of our Lord' Jeeu~ 
Christ, nut!, being questioned 1,y me, swore, cneh of them, before God anJ the 
holy cr0$9 of Jesus Christ, to he fnithful va••nls of his most cntholic majesty, to 
act in obedience lo tho genernl nnd 6pecial laws of ~pain and the Indie@, henc ... 
forth ahjuring nil other allegiance or ndhe~ion to nuy other prince or potent.ate 
whatever, nnd lo bol,l no correspoodeneu with nny foreign power without p.r• 
mis;ion from a lawful mn(li6trat,•, an,I to inform "gainst ench as mny do 

80
, or 

uae seditious language unbecoming a gooJ subject of Spnin; they severally awuru 
also lo ncknowleilge, ol,ey, nnJ refpect the lawful nuthorities, undf1• the au

1
,rcmo 

centrnl junta, hnpl'ily governing M unJer tho authority of Dvn FertlioanJ YIL 
In faith wl11•reof we sign, d:c. "JO,-E l\l.\RIA GlJADU.::-;,\. 

"..!J s,i.,ti11g n,111,ssr8. 

"Jcm11ary l,S. 1810." 

"W ILi.TA 'l B.\RR, 
u SA~tt.:f.C. DA\'J-:Sl"ORT. 

IT 141,tl from JJS. 1uti/114aio. I 
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Don Erasmo Seguin, who luul been appointed by Governor 

Martinez to notify Austin of the grant, and to see that its con
ditions were executed, met Stephen F . Austin at Natchitoches, 

and on the 5th of July, 1821, they both set out for San Anto
nio:* After consultation with the governor, Austin furnished 
him with a plan for the distribution of lands among the colo

nists. It proposed to give to each man, over twenty-one year~ 
old, six hundred and forty acres, with an addition of three 
hundred and twenty acres for the wife, one hundred and sixty 
acres for each child, and eighty acres for each slave. This 
plan received the sanction of the go,ernor on the 19th of the 
following month. Colonel Austin next proceeded to explore 
the country watered by the Guadalupe, Colorado, and Brasos 
rivers, for the purpose of disco,ering a suitable location for his 
colony. He bad a choice of the country, and the wisdom of 
his selection has been fully appro,ed. IIa,'ing satisfied llim
self on his point, he returned to New Orleans, and advertised 
for colonists upon the terms proposed in his contract. 

Austin's means were limited; but he found a friend in New 
Orleans, by whose liberality he was greatly aided. Through 
J. L. Hawkins, the schooner Lively was fitted out with the 
necessary provisions and implements for a colony, and in No
vember sailed for Matagorda bay with eighteen emigrants on 

board. Austin himself proceeded up Red river to Natchito• 
ches; thence, with other colonists, he continued his course to 
the Brasos. They arrived at the old La Bahia crossing in 
December. Austin sought along the coast for the Lively, lJut 

* Austin was accompnnied by E<lward Lovelace, Neil Gnsper, Ilenry Ilol,t.ein, 
William LitUe, Joseph Polly, James Beard, William Wilson, Dr. llewitsou, W. 
Smithers, and Messrs. Belew, Beard, Marple, Borre, and Rrwine. These were 
the first of the three hundred colonists. They reached the Brnso~ on tl1e ht nf 
August, 1821, and San Antonio on the 12th of thnt month. -Letter of G1111 tl! 
Brya11, July 1, 1852. 

,. 
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she was never heard of more. The want of the provisions and 
implements on board this vessel reduced the colonists to great 

straits. In Lhe meantime, James Austiu, a brother of the em
prcsario, had reached Lhe colony; and the two brothers, with 
twenty oth~rs, set out for San Antonio, to make a report to 
the go\'cmor. They arrived there about the middle of March, 
1822.i:• 

'l'hc news of Austin's intended colony had spread over the 
western country. The love of ad,enture, and the desire to 
foul comfortable homes, excited quite a spirit of emigration. 
About the middle of J uue, 1821, and before Austin had made 

his selection, several families at Pecan point, in Arkansas, 
starteu for the Brasos, and on the first of January, 1822, en
camped at the crossing of the old San Antonio road, two miles 
aborn the mouth of the Little Brusos. Ilcrc they found the 
families of Garrett and Higgins, who had reached the crossing 
a few days before them, and were engaged in erecting cabins.t 

Before this, however, on the western bank of the Colorado, 

opposite the present town of La Grange, had settled Buckner 
and Powell.:J: During the summer of 1822, among other emi
grants to Austin's colony were Philip Dimmitt, Jesse Burnham, 
an<l Robert Kuykendall-names well known among the pio
neers of Texas. 

On reaching San Antonio, Austin was surprised to learn that, 
on account of the recent changes in Mexico, it would be neces-

* Guy JI!. Bryan'd letter of J11ly 1, 18o2; Kennedy, vol. i., p. 323. 
t Among the emigrants from Pecan point was the Cherokee John Williama. -

J)ewees's Letters from Texas, p. 23, et seq. It is probable that Garrett and Rig
gins were the first setUers on the Brasos. Tllis i$, however, claimed for Andrew 
Robinson, who settled near the present town of Washington. Dewees, who was 
one of the Pecan-point emigrants, snys (page 24): "About the time of our arrival 
here, a few families settled below us on this river, near the old La Bahia cros
sing,,, 

i Letters from Texas, p. 30. A creek, emptying into the Colorado opposite 
La Grange, perpetuates the fact th11t he was there first. 
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sary for him to proceed to the capital, to obtain from the :Mexi

can Con"'ress a confu-mation of his contract, with instructions 
l::> 

and details relative to the formation and government of his col-
ony. IIowever unprepared he might lrnvc been for this jour

ney, yet such was bis zeal for the consummation of his great 

object, that he immediately set out. Lea,ing the a[airs of tho 

colony in care of Josiah II. Bell, he started, in company with 

Dr. Robert Andrews and one other person, to perform this long 

journey by land, through a country infested with Iudians and 

robbers. When two days out from San Antonio, they were 

attacked and robbed by tho Camancho Indians; but after suit

able explanations-the Indians learning that Austin was an 

American - their property was restored, ancl they were per

mitted to proceecl.* They rcachc<l the city of ~Icxico on the 
~9th of April, and found the political affairs of the nation in 

great confusion. 
The plan ofiguala (of the 24th of February, 1821),and the 

treaty of Cordova (of tho 24th of August following), guaran

tied protection to tho Roman caiholic religion, which satisfied 

the clergy; tho independence of tho kingdom, which satisfied 

the leading creole ari8tocracy; and tho indissoluble union be

tween the EuTopcans and Americans, which satisfied tho Spnu

iards.t But there was no guaranty for tho lillcrty of lhc great 

masses. This tho latter desired and oxpcctod; but Iturbide, 
the ruling spirit among thorn, had not the most distant iden, of 
granting such a boon. It was manifest, then, that the form of 

government he had adopted could not stanrl the ordeal of de

liberate public opinion, evon in )foxico. Without reciting the 

details of occurrences which happened between the treaty of 

Cordova and the assembling of the first Congress-which lat-

* Kennedy, vol. i., p. 324; Holly, p. 156. 
t Letter of J. Smith Wilcox: American St.'lte Pape1·~, vol. iv., Forci9n Rel~ 

tions, p. 83'1. 
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ter event occurred on the 24th of February, 1822-it will suf

fice to say that Iturbide and tho Congress quarrelled. The 

majority of the rcpresentati,·es were in favor of a rcpulllic, and 

Iturhidc desired a monarchy. lt was, indeed, an unfavorable · 

period to securo the attention of the government to the subject 

of founding colonies in a distant pronnce; yet that attention 
was solicited and olltained. 

Austin was not the only person in the 1Icxican capital seek

ing such contracts. Ifoyclcn Edwards, General James ·wilkin

son, Robert Lcfwitch, and Green Dewitt, were also there. 1'o 
these may be added the Cherokee chiefs Bolles, :Nicollet, and 

Fields, wl10 came, not to obtain a contract, but a grant of lauds 
for their tribe, lately emigrated to eastern Texas. 

Ilaydon Edwards, a wealthy and intelligent gentleman from 

Kentucky, having brought his family to Louisiana, left them 

there, and repaired, early in 1822, to the )Iexican capital, to 

procure the concession of a largo amount of lands in eastern 
Texas. Ile kept au open house, and used freely his ample 

mcalls to forward the great object of founding a colony. Gen-, 
oral Wilkinson thought, no douut, that his conduct in the affai1· 
of Burr would entitle his claims to consideration. In regard 

to the Cherokees/ their wants were diflorcnt. This powerful 

nation of Indians was once the owner of a territory embracing 
more than lialf of what is now the state of Tennessee, the south

ern part of Kentucky, the southwest corner of Virginia, a con
siderable portion of the two Carolinas, a largo part of Georgia, 

and the northern region of .Alabama! Dotween the period of 

the American Revolution and that of which we now write, the 
Cherokees had, by voluntary and forced i::alo, parted with the 

greater portion of their territory; and that which remained to 

them was claimed by the state of Georgia. and other states: so 

* Tsalakt·e is the p-oper onme. See .A mcrican Eneyclopa>Jio, in loq. 

• 
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that they found no other means of postponing their destruction 

tha'.\ by a total abandonment of their haunts in the American 

Union. .A. large number of them, under the direction of the 

above-named chiefs, had come to :find a homo in Texas. It is 

due to truth and justice to declare that, during the present 

century, the Mexican people ha,e treated tho claims of the 

Indian with more respect and considemtion than have been 
shown by the United States. 'rheir motives for this we will 

not inquire into. The business of the Cherokees was soon 

adjusted. They hau already entered into an agreement* wiLh 

Don Felix Trcspalacios, hy which they were permitted to enjoy 

the lands on whjch they had settled in common. The agree
ment was confirmed by Iturbide on tho 27th of April, 1823, 

with the understanding that the Indians were to retire farther 

into the interior, and that no additional families of them bhoulu 

immigrate till the publication of the general colonization law.t 

So many applications induced the appointment of a commit

tee, who reported in favor of a general colonization law. The 

bill before the Congress was about to receive the final sanction 

of that body, when, on the morning of the 31st of October, 1822, 
Iturbide (who had previously caused himself to be declared 

emperor) abruptly ejected and dispersed them.t The emperor, 
after an apology to the :Mexican people for this high-handed 

measure, called a congress, or junta, of forty-five members, 

* This agreement benrs date of November 8, 1822. 
t Order of April 27, 1823, lo Felipe de la Gnrzn, commander-in-chief of the 

northeMlern internal provinces, in the archives of the general land-office. 
t Kennedy, vol. i., p. 325. PoinsetL's Notes on Mexico, p. 63: "Soon nfter 

the members assembled this morning, Ilrigndier-General Cortaznr npfleared in 
the hall, and read the imperial mnndate dissolving the Congress. Ile then in
formed them thnt it was his mojesty's pleasure they should disperse forthwith, 
nnd thn(, if they did not retire in ten minutes, he would be compelled. in oLedi
ence to superior orders, to drive them out of the Jrnll. The president immedi
ntcly directed that the order ijhould Le •pread on the journals of Coniire~<, nod 
called 11pon the omeral to sign it, v,/ti,./1 !Le did, nnd the members retired." 
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nominated hy himself. This body, in purauance of the wishes 

of Iturbide, shortly afterward prepareu and passed a new colo

nization law, which received the imperial sanction on the 4th 
of Janu .. 'lry, 18:!3. .As this exhibits the general features and 

conditions of those subsequently enacted, they may be here 

properly referred to : -
1. The first step, being an abrogation of the royal extermi

nating order of Philip IL against foreigners, is an agreement lo 

protect them in their liberty, property, and civil rights. 

2. Ilut, as a condition precedent, they must be such as pro.. 
fess the Roman catholic apo~tolie religion, the established re

ligion of the empire. 
3. To encourage the immigration of such, tho government 

will uistrilmte to them lands out of the vacant domain. 

-1. Not less than a labor, or one hw1dred and seventy-seven 
acres, will be given to each farmer; and not less than one 
league, or four thousand four bundreu auu twenty-eight acres, 

to each stock-raisel·.* 
5. Immigrants coulu come on their own account, and receive 

their lands, or be introduced through au empresario. 

6. As an inducement to immigrants, they were to be free for 

six years from the payment of all tithes, ta.....:es, duties, &c. 
'i. There was to be 110 sale or purchase of slaYes, and the 

children of slaYes born iu the empire were to be free at four

teen years of age. 
8. The cmpresarios, for each two hundred families they 

should introduce, were entitled to fifteen leagues anu two la

bors, or sixty-six thoasan<l se,0 cn hundred and seventy-four 

acres of lanu ; but this premium could not exceed forty-:fiye 

* A labo,· is one thousand i•aras square, or one million square 1,aras. A leag"• 
is five tho11<it111l vara~ ~quare, or twent.y-fi,·e millions of square 1•ato.,. The li,1eal 
vara is thirty-three nn,l one third inches English measure. The line,1l ltague is 
t11·0 nod twelve nineteenths miles. 
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leagues and six labors, whatever number of families should be 

introduced. The empresario was, however, bound to ha,e 

such lands peopled and cultivated within twelve years from 

the concession, and to sell or dispose of two thirds of it within 
twenty years. 

Such were some of the inducements held out by this general 
law of Mexico to contractors and immigrants. The la.w ha,. 

ing passed, Austin was desirous of hrwing a special confirma• 

tion of his previous contract. In this respect, he found a use• 

ful friend in Herrera, the former commissioner of the Mexican 

patriots to the United States, and now minister of foreign and 

internal relations under Iturbide. The grant was accordingly 
confirmed on the ] 8th of February, 18:23.i❖ ·while Austin was 

preparing to return to Texas, where hiH presence was greatly 

needed, another revolution occurred in )Iexico, which caused 
him to postpone his journey. 

Tho castle of San Juan d'lJ1loa had still remained in the 

possession of Spain. Iturbide was desirous of securing the 

fortress by treaty. For this purpose he proceeded to Ja.1apa, 

and requested the Spanish commandant of the castle to meet 

him there. This tho latter refused. t They then agreed on 
the appointment of commissioners, who met at Vera Cruz, but 
without coming to any conclusion. 

General Echavarri was at that time commander of the south• 

ern division of the empire, including Vera Cruz, and Santa 

Anna was in command of the town. These two officers quar• 

relled, and Echavarri preferred charges against Snnta Anna.. 

The latter, who had been a grcal friend to Iturbide, and bad 

aided him in the revolution, immediately repaired to the court 

of the emperor, at Jalapa, to answer the charges of ~chavarri. 

To his surprise, Iturbide treated him harshly, and dismissed 

* Kennedy, vol. i., p. 325 .. t PoinectL's X otcl', p .. 281. 
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him from his command at Y era Cruz. This fatal step ruined 

the emperor. Santa Anna suddenly departed for Vera Cruz, 

and reached there before the news of his dismissal. Ile pa

radctl his troops, denounced the emperor, and raised the stand• 
artl of revolt. The people ancl troops, wearied with the op-

prc:;sion of the usurper, and disgusted 1\ith his treachery, soon 

joined in the insurrection. Guadalupe -Victoria, Guerrero, 

and BraYo, all distingui8hed in the wars of the revolution, took 

their places as leaders of the populace. Iturbitlc, alarmed, 

and seeing tho army and people all arrayed against him, rc

turnctl to the city of )Iexico, and ou tho 81.h of March, 1823, 

called together as many as he could of the old Congress, and 

temlercd his resignation as emperor; but a quorum of that body 

not being present, they refused to act. At length, on the 19th 

of l\farch, seeing himself totally abandoned, Iturbide sent in 

a letter of abdication to the Congress, and retired to Tulan

cingo. The Congress, which by this time had assembled, re

fused to accept his resignation (as that would legalize his 

usurpation), but permitted him to leaYe the couutry, upon an 

anuual allowance of twcnty•fiYc thousand dollars. Ile accord• 

ingly embarked, with his family, for Leghorn, and thus left the 

repuulicans of Mexico to manage tho government of their coun• 

try as they chose.* 
The old Congress immediately established a provisional gov

ernment, and appointed Bravo, Victoria, and Negrete, to act 

as the executive for the time being. A new Congress, known 

as the Constituent Congress, was called, which assembled iu 

* Iturbide not satisfied to remain in Italy, proceeded to London; and Llwnce, 
in the summ~r of 1824, he ~et out on his return to Mexico. Although the Mexi• 
can Congress hnd passed n decree of outlawry against him, he landed in di~guisc 
nt $oto la ;\lnrinn on the 14th of July (1824); but he was betrayed and taken 
by his olJ friend Don Felipe clo ln Garza, and delivered up to Bernardo Gutier
r,s, who exeeut~d him nt l'ndillos, on the 24Lh of the some month. -Kcm,edy 

Yo!. i., p. 305 ; }'orbda Xole$, MS. 
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August, 1823. They proceeded, among other things, to de

clare the acts of the late emperor void. This decree rendered 

it necessary to enact another colonization law. But, in the 

meantime, Austin, unwilling to wait for this action of the re

publican Congress, made an application to the exccuti,c for a 

confirmation of his former grant. This confirmation was had 

on the 14th of April, 1823, and the empresario returned to his 
colony. 

The Mexican revolution produced some alterations in the 

internal organization of the country, to which it may be well 

to refer. PrcYious to the revolution, the geographical diYis

ions of New $pain consisted of e1cYen intcndencics an<l tlu·ee 

provinces; but, by a decree of the soYcrcign junta, passed in 

January, 182~, the empire was dfrided into six capt~incies

general::<- The federal constitution of 1824, however, procluced 

an entirely different organization, which will be noticed here
after. 

The Constituent Congress were engaged, not only in re-enact
ing a general or national colonization law, but also iu maturing 

a constitution. The former was JJasscd on the 18th of Au<Yust 
0 ' 

1824, and differed little from that of Iturbide, except that it 
provided for the passage of special colonization laws by the 

legislatures of the se,cral Mexican states, an<l was quite gen

eral and liberal in its terms. As a restraint upon speculation, 

and to preYcnt a monopoly of tlie public lands, it "·as pro,·idc<l. 

by the twelfth section that there should not be united in the 

same bands more than one league suitable for frrigation, four 

leagues of arable land not irrigable, and six leagues of gra
zing-land. 

The federal constitution was not proclaimed till the 4th of 

October, 1824. Before directing our attention to this cclc-

* Poinsett'~ X ote~, p. 238. 
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bratcd instrument, it will be well that we should notice the 

progress of the settlement of Texas. 
After the promulgation of the treaty of Cordova, the old 

citizens of the towns of Nacogdoches and San Antonio, who 

had fled for safety to Louisiana, gradually returned. In the 

latter part of 1821, the town of Nacogdoches already contained 

a hundred inhabitants: they were a mixed population of Span 

iards, French, Americans, and free negroes. Captain Dill was 
their worthy commandant.,:• The population of the place was 

gradually increased by immigrants, even before it had become 
the centre of a colony; and many of the immigrants for Austin's 

colony, from one cause or another, were induced to stop at this 

point and settle. 
The large number of troops stationed at San Antonio caused 

that place to flourish. In 1823, it is said that the population 

amounted to five thousancl.t Yet the Camanche Indians vis

ited the town at their pleasure, and when there, were masters 
of the place. They brought in dried buffalo-meat, deerskins, 

and buffalo-robes, which they exchanged for sugar, beads, &e. 

Their trading was carried on mostly with Americans, though 
they were on goou term_s with the Mexican population. 

The immigrants to Austin's colony came in as fast as could 

be desired. In fact, it was difficult for those alt-cady there to 

raise a sufficiency of prmisions to support the new-comers till 

they, in turn, could cultivate the soil. Their privations in this 

respect were great ; and they were often reduced to the neces
sity of living on the proceeds of the chase alone, and to clothe 
themselves with skins. 

The chief trouble of the colonists, however, for the first three 

or four years, was with the Carankawae Indians.:j: This tribe, 

* Dewees's Letters, p. 21. t Ib., p. 34. 
t "Those of ua who have no families of om· own, reside with lbc famili~s in 
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occupying the coast opposite the colony, had been greatly ex

asperated against the whites hy the conduct of the Lafitte men·. 

Agµ,in, in 1821, after the pirate-chief had left Galveston, some 

twenty persons, under the direction of Dr. Purnell, nsited the 

is~a_nd in search of supposed buried treasm·es. The company, 

failmg to discover the trnasure, found that a hundred of the 

Caraulrn,me Indians were at the "Tliree Trees." It appears 

that a fine schooner had been run into the bay by pirates, and 

there abandoned. The party of whites ascertained that the 

Indians had visited the schooner, and lrn.d taken away the sails 

and stretched them as an awning at the Three Trees. They 

therefore concluded to attack them. IIaving made the neces

sary preparations, they set out in time to reach a bayou run-
. . ' 

mug rnto the pasR, just at dark. They landed, and found the-

Indians under the live oaks, dancing and singing. The com

p:n~ was divided into two. platoons, and thus, marching up to 
w1tluu forty yards of the Indians, opened the fire by platoon. 

At _tho fir;:,t discharge, the saxagcs flew to their weapons, strung 

thou· bows, and sent a shower of arrows in the direction of the 

enemy. They soon, however, retreated into a swami) of liigh 
grass, carrying off their dead and wounded. The .Americans 

' the_ se~tlement •. We remain here, notwithstanding the scnrcity of provisions, to 
n•SJst rn protectrng the settlement. We are oblige<l f,o go out in the morning n 
pnrty of us, to hun_t food, leaving a r,nrt of the men at home to guard the aettic. 
rnent fron1_the I~drnos, wl'.o nre very hostile lo us. Indeed, we dare not go out 
to hunt, except ID companies, as we nro obliged to keep on the lookout, lest the 
s3 vnges fall on us; and one cnn not watch for them and hunt too.' Gome is now 
80 scnrce, Uiat we often hunt nil day for n deer or turkey and return empty• 
handed, • ' 

"It would make y~u1· henrt sick to see the poor, little, half-naked children, 
'"'.h~ hnvc eaten notbrng during the ilny, watch for the return of the hunters at 
nhig it. As soon as they catch the first glimpse uf them they ea1>erly run to meet 
1 em and lenrn if ti h b ' " • . iey ave een successful iu their bunt. If the hunters re• 
turntl w,th a deer or 8 turkey, the childr~n nre almoH wild with delight• while 
on 1e other linnd they 81 Jd I t • , • • 
t.h d 1. ' H en Y 8 op 111 their course, their co11ntennnces foll 

e eep, 1tter tears well up in ti • . , . d II . ' 
I) , r . tea ') e$, an ro down their pale cheeks." -

ciceeu u<t/ers (December 1, 1823), p. 43. 
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wiLh the exception of Purnell, escaped unhurt. Ile had nn 

arrow shot through his cap and the skin of his head, which, it 

is said, he did not discover till the fight was over. The Ameri

cans carried off a young Indian as prisoner:* 
All these proYocations rendered the Oarankawacs hostile to 

the colonists; and they never failed, when the occasion oITcrc<l, 

to take rcYenge upon the innocent and defenceless. They arc 

described as being a very fierce and warlike tribe. They aYer
aged over six feet in height, and were stoutly built. Theit· 

weapons were hows ancl arrows ; each warrior carrying a bo1v 

of his own length, and so ,cry strong, that but few Americans 

could string them. It was said that they could shoot their 

arrows with the accuracy of a rifle !t 
In the summer of 1823, three young men, named Loy, Alley, 

and Clark, went clown the Colorado in a canoe for corn. The 

• Oarankawaes were at that time encamped at the mouth of 

Skull creek, and lay in ambush for the canoe as it returned. 

When it came near enough, they shot and killed Loy and Al

ley; and Clark leaped iuto the river, ancl endeaYored to escape 

by swimming to the opposite shore. This he did, but recei,·ed 

seven wounds from their arrows. 
The same eYcning, Botherton, another colonist, corning down 

on horseback from the settlement, fifteen miles above, fell in 
among these Indians. 'fhinking them to be a friendly tribe, 

he was surprised, his horse and gun taken from him, and, as 

be attempted to fly, was slightly wounded with an arrow. 
News of these outrages reaching the setLlemcnt, a party of 

fourteen men was raised that night, and they marched to the 

Indian camp and surrounded it before daylight. IIcre they 

lay till daybreak. \\'hen it became light enough for them io 

see, they opened a murderous fire upon the savages, and sue-

* Statement of L. li ChonLc, )IS. t Dewccs's letter~, p. 40. 

.. 
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ccedcd in killing nineteen out of twenty-one in tho camp. The 
Indians were so completely surprised, that they did not return 

the fire::~ 
.Again, in 1824, sev-eral of the immigrants had been cut off, 

on their way from the mouth of the Brasos to the colony; and 
the bodies of white men were found in the prairie. This was 

correctly charged to the Carankawaes. To pre,·ont a recur

rence of such outrages, Colonel Austin ordered Captain Randal 
Jones, with a company of twenty-three men, to proceed clown 
the Brasos, and along the coast as far as 1fatagorda bay; and 

should he loal'll that they bad been concerned in those murders, 
or discover in them any hostile designs, he was commantled to 
attack them. .Accordingly, in September, Captain Jones pro
ceeded, with his company, by water, down to the mouth of the 
river. Ilcre they were visited by some of tho Indians, who, 
seeing their preparations, appeared quite friendly. At this 

point Captain Jones learned that about thirty of the tribe were 
encamped on Jones's creek, a tributary of the San Bernardo, 
and about SQ.Ven miles distant : also that ten or twelv-e more 

had gone to Bailey's, higher up on the Brasos, to purchase am-
. munition. Jones, on receipt of this in.formation, sent two of 
his company up the river, to raise atlditional force. These two, 
arriving at Bailey's, found eight or ten of the colonists already 
collected there to watch the motions of the Indians sent for 
ammunition. They percci,cd their desif,"IlS to be so manifestly 

hostile, that they attacked them the following morning at day-

1Jrcak, killed some, and dro,e the others away. 
Captain Jones, not waiting for the additional forces for 

which he had sent, returned up the river, opposite to the Ca
raukawae camp on Joncs's creek, and disembarked with his 

company. Here they concealed themselves till evening, and 

* Dewees's Letter~, p. 30. 

t 
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sent out spies to discover the locality of the Indian camp. The 
spies, returning at midnight, did not give such description of 

the locality as to enable them to proceed. Jones remained 
quiet the next day, and just at sunset heard the howling and 
war-whoops of the savages at their camp. This had been 

caused by the return of their comrades, who had on that morn
ing boon defeated at Bailey's, and brought v.ith them their 
killed and wounded. 

llaving thus ascertained tho situation of the Indian camp, 

which was on the west bank of the creek, where it widens out 
into a lake, before emptying into the St. Bernard, Jones con
ducted his company across the crook, half a mile abo,•e their 
camp, and came down on the west side. Arrived within sixty 
yards of the enemy, the company halted to wait for daybreak. 
So soon as it was light enough to see the sights of their rifles, 
they discovered the Indian camp immediately on the margin 
of the creek, surrounded by reetls and tall grass. Captain 
Jones formed his men, and advanced rapidly to the attack. 
Upon the first discharge, the savages concealed themselv-es in 
tho long grass, from which they returned the fire with balls 

and arrows. Tho whites, being exposed, and having one of 
their number killed and several wounded, retreated up the 
crock, recrossed it, and retired in the direction of the settlo
ment. The Indians pursued them till they crossed the creek. 
Just at this time, Captain Jones, observing an Indian pointing 
an arrow at him, shot him down. Thus the engagement ended. 
The whites lost, in killed, young Bailey, Singer, and Spencer; 
the Indians had fifteen killed: ancl there were some wounded 
on both sides. The whites returned home, and the Indians 
retreated west across the St. Bernard:* 

.About this period, another affair with the same tribe oc-

* Xote from General Lamar, quoted by Foote, vol. i., p. 295. 
VOL. 1.-15 
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curred on the Colorado. An old mnn hy the name of White, 

with two }fexicans, came round in a yawl from La Bahia to 

the mouth of the Colorado to procure corn. They were to.ken 

prisoners by the Indians at the mouth of the river. "11ite, to 

save hiq life, promised to go np the ~trcam, purchase corn, and 

come down to trade with them. Retaining the )Icxicans and 

the yawl, they permitted him to depart alone, with the under

standing that he should sot tho prairie on fire, two miles nborn 

the mouth of the river, on his return, that they might know 

where to find him. White proceeded up the river. and re

ported tho facts in tho settlement, when Captain Bumham 

raised a company of thirty men, and marched down nearly to 

the mouth of the ri\'er, where they found the two )Iexicuns 

and the yawl. The Mexicans reported that the Indians were 

either at the mouth of the 1-iYer or on the peninsula ncro::.s the 

buy. Captain Bnrnhnm divided his company, half remaining 

where they were, while the other half mnrehcd a mile farther 

down. Those aboYC ga\"e the signal to the Indian:; by ~etting 

the prairie on fire. In a short time, a. large canoe, full of In

dians, was seen coming up the rfrer. ·when it arrive,l oppo~ito 

tl1e lower half of tho company, the savages were attacked, anti 

ultimately all killed.* 

In a short time afterward, the Carankawae,,, tired of this 

unprofitable warfare, in which their nwnber.s were rapidly melt

ing away before the rifles of .Austin's coloni:;ts, sued for peace. 

They proposed to meet Colonel A.ustiu at Lu. Dahia, nnd muko 

a. treaty. • The latter, collecting a hundred volunteer:,, met 

them at the creek four mile" cast of La Ilahin. Pence ,vas 

made, '.\nd the Indians obliged themselves not to come cn~t of 

the San Antonio. This pledge they ever after obsencd.; 

* Dewees'• Letteno, I'· 60. 
t Foote, vol. i., p 2n; Deweea'a Letters, p. l>lS. 
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The'-c were days of want aml peril in the colony; yet its 

members continued to toil, and their numbers were incrca~ecl 

by new immigrants. In ,\.pril, 1 .. 22, the schooner Revenge, 

Captain Shires, lirought upward of eighty colonists. They 

landed at Bolivar point, spent n night there, and looked at the 

remains of Fort Bolinu·, lately occupied by the forces under 

Long. They then proceeded up the bay, and ran aground on 

Rcdfish bar. The pas,;cngers left the ves:,cl, and went ashore 

on the we~t side of the bay. From this point they proceeded 

in search of homes. Two of them, )loses L. Choate and Colo

nel Pettis, went up the San Jacinto river some ten miles above 

its mouth, where they made, perhaps, the first improvement 

ever effected 011 that ;;trenm.* 
Early in the summer of 1823, Austin returned to his colony. 

lie stopped at )fontercy, on his way back from the capital, to 

ascertain from the captain-general of the northeastern internal 

proYiuces the extent of his authority, and to have the same de

fined. This wa,: done
1 

in the Spanish form; and Austin was 

declared to havo full power to administer justice in tho colony, 

to make defensive war ngninst the Indians, and to command 

the militia. with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. In fact, he was 

clothed with legislative, executive, and judicial powers, being 

required to report his proceedings to tho go\"ernor of the state, 

and being respon~ible to tho captain-gcnernl of the provinces.t 

On hi.:; return to the colony, Austin proceeded to lay off a. 

town on the Colorntlo, eight milc::i nbo,·e the Alasca silo crns

sing; but, after sun·eying the lots, ho concluded to change the 

location to the Bra~os. Herc, accordingly, he laid the foun

dations of &rn Felipe de A11.~ti,i, as the colonial town.t 

The return of Colonel Austin infused new life into the col-

* Stt1lement of M. L. Cho11le, M$. 

t Kennedy, vol. i, p. 327. t Dewcca'e Letter,,, p. 42. 
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ony. The news of tho confirmation of his grant, of the o,·er
throw of Iturbide, nnd of the pro~pect of a permanent republi
can form of government, caused the colonist,. to bcliern that 
they had home:;-frce homes-for themselves and their chil
dren. They went to work to select and ~un·cy their land,-. 
Don Luciana Garcia, the govemor of Texas, was friendly to 
their intcre::;ts, and did all that he could to promote them. 
On the 1; th of July, 1823, he appointed tho baron de Bastrop 
commissioner to extend lan<l-titles. Thus the governing sy~ 
tom of the colony was completed.* 

Although .\us tin's powers were almost absolute, he go.-. 
erned with parental mildness. Ui,, soul was absorbc<l in the 
great business of the sncce~;:ful completion of his enterprise. 
Ile was c~tcomed by each colonist, not so much as a ruler, as 
a father and friend. lly example and precept ho in:-,pired 
them with a lo,e of order au<l industry. Tme, he was often 
annoyed by bad men, intruders in the colony; yet his forbear
ance, e,en in such cases, was great. 1\11011 he found it neces
sary to use strong measures, and inflict wl10lcsomc le.ssons of 
punishment or restraint, he <lid it, hut with regret. 

To illustrate this : in 18~3 and 1824, the colony began to 
bo infested by robbers-men who had fled from justice in the 
United States, and came to the colony with the hope of com
mitting their depredations with greater impunity. At fir:;t, 
they were pursneu, the property reclaimed, and tho roLbcrs 
whippc<l and turned loose. It was found that this only exas
perated them, an<l caused them to add mu1·dcr to robbery, in 

• order to prevent detection. .Au:;tin, on being appealed to, di
rccte<l the application of a more efficient remedy. Au owor
tunity soon offered. Corasco, a ~lcxican, with his :,cn·ants, 
was driving a caballada of mules through Texas to Loui.,iaua.. 

* Kennedy, vol. i., p. 32'7. 
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After cros:-ing the Colorado, they were attacked, aud all mur
clcred, with the exception of a )Ic:xican :;errnnt, who escaped, 
badly wounded, to a settlement of the colonil-ts. The robbers, 
with their booty, proeeedetl toward Loubiana. ~\s they were 
crossing the BrasoR, they were o\·crtaken, and all instantly 
kille<l except one, who escaped. The head of one of the 
robbers was cut off and set on a pole, as a waruiug to like 
ofTcutlers. * 

These were rough times among the Texan pioneer~. Y ct 
they were engaged in a good work, and met and overcame 
clifficultics with manly firmness. They hn<l no other luxuries 
than Ruch as were afforded in beholding the loveliest natural 
scenery, and in taking part iu the stirring adrnntures of the 
chase. 'l'hc common dress of the men and children was made 
of buckskin, and e,·cn the women were often obliged to wear a 
like dress. Rarely were they able to obtain from some strol
ling pedlar a piece of "<lome,,tic," or calico, at the high price 
of t;eventy-fivc cents lJCr yanl.t 

.A.u,,tin was anxious to fulfil his contract, and introduce tho 
requisite number of familic,. J.,. many young men and unmar
ried persons came into the colony, he suggcslcd the propriety 
of their uniting in pairs. making one the head of the family, by 
which means tho two would obtnin a family h,·wlrigl,t, and the 
number of families ue increa-e<l. Thi;,, arrangement was made 
in many cases, autl with n fortunate result to all conccrncd.:J: 

* Dcwees'e LeUt1-s, p. li8. t lb., p. 4n. t lb., p. 49. 

• 
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CHAPTER XYII. 

THE Mexican federal constitution of 182-1-about which 

so much has been said-was formed upon that of the United 
States, but with some fatal difforeuces. Among the most im
portant of these were-the absence of the right of trial by 
jury ; the prohibition of any other than the Roman catholic 

religion, and defining that as the faith of the nation: makina , ~ 

Congress, instead of the courts, the final interpreter of the con
stitution; permitting the president, under any circumstance!<, 
to command the armies of the republic in person ; and failing 
to define more clearly the rights of the several states of the 
confederacy.* 

HoweYcr, Congress, after a labor of fi,o months, adopted 
the instrument on the last day of January, 182-1, though it was 
not proclaimed until the 4th of October following. The newly
created states also went to work to establish state constitutions, 
and to organize under them. 'l'hcy labored under difficulties 
which the states of our Union had not to encounter : ours were 
states anterior to the compact-theirs were created by it: our 
states were watchful, and jealous of their rights-theirs had 

no rights, except such as the national government gave them ; 

and, as tho federal Congress alone had the right to construe 

* ~e constitution of Mexico may be found in Edwards, lloUy, nud Kennedy, 
and m Dewees'ij Letters. 
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tho constitution, the states were entirely at its mercy. Yet, 

after all, the success of any and all systems of government 
must depend upon the intelligence of the go,erncd. In this 
particular, the citizens of the federation north were infinitely 

superior to their southern brethren. The former had been 
trained up under the healthy influences of 11/fagna C!tarta, and 

the vital principles of the common law, which, whatever may 
be saiJ of its clumsiness and want of flexibility, is tho faithful 
guardian of liberty. The latter, just emerged from the tyranny 
of centuries, had but a dim idea of their civil rights, and often 

confounucd them.with the wild liberty of nature. Their indi
vitlual rights were determined by the civil law, a system which, 
whatcYer may be snid of its elegant adaptation to equitable 
rights, is the offspring of implicit obedience, and is utterly in

applicable to a country of free institutions. 
It will Lo remembered that, previous to 182-1, Texas, as a 

province, was in nowise connected with Coahuila. But, by the 
second article of a decree of the Constituent Mexican Congress, 
passed on the 7th of )fay, 182-1/ known as tho" Constitution 
A.ct," Coabuila and Texas, not being sufficiently populous to 
form each a state, were united into one state, and known as 
the state of Coakuiltt and Texas. This decree also provided 
that, when Texas should possess the necessary clements for 
that purpose, she should be admitted into the Mexican Union 

as a separate state. 
The first congress of the state of Coahuila and Texas was 

duly installed on the 15th of August, 182-1, at Saltillo, and 
entered upon the discharge of its legislati,e duties. Provision • 
was made for a temporary go,ernor and council, the latter con

sisting of a vice-governor and four other persons. The other 
officers and authorities in the state were confirmed in their 

* La Acta Oonstituliva. 
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power, and existing ordinances continued in force till further 
laws were passed.➔:- All the authorities-civil, military, and 
ecclesiastic-n.nd the soldiers and citizens of tl10 state, were 
directed and required to take au oath of fidelity to the state 
and the Conslitucnt Congress; all of which was done, and the 
installation of the congress celebrated by chanting a solemn 
Te Deum in the churches, and public prayer offered for Divine 
aid to guide its deliberations. t 

Upon the organizaLion of Lhe new state, the political chiefs 
of the former provinces of Texas and Coahuila ceased their 

functions, and the archives of their offices were transferred to 
the governor. But the distance of the executive from Texas, 
and the necessity of having some one in tho territory to guard 

her interests, induced tho congress of Coahuila and Texas, on 
the 1st of February, 1825, to create a political authority, styled 
"Chief of the Department of Te;cas," to be appointed by the 
governor, and be responsible to him; to reside at Bexar; to 

watch o'rer tho public tranquillity; to inflict punishments; to 
command tho local militia;_ to issue and examine passports; to 
preside over popular meetings and festivals; to solve all doubts 

raised by his subordinates ; to be the solo c4annel between his 
subordinates and the goYornmcnt; to sec that the laws were 
administered ; and to report his proceedings and observations 
to the govornor.:j: 

Don Jose Antonio Saucedo was appointed to this office, and, 
as tho first constitutional functionary placed over Texas, was 
scarcely competent to fulfil its duties. The majority of the 
citizens under his jurisdiction were colonists, mostly Ameri
cans, toward whom his prejudices were such, that little favor 
was to be expected at his hands. 

* Decree No. 1, Laws of Coahuila. and Texas. 
t lb., Decree No. 13. 

t lb., Decree No. 4. 
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In pursuance of the national colonization law, the state of 

Coahuila and Texas, with a view to "augment the number of 
immigrants, advance the raising and increase of stock, and the 
progress of commerce and the arts," published her celebrated 

decree of :March 24, 1825. 
This law provided that any foreigner, who should settle him

self in the state, upon making proper application, and taking 
tho oath required, might designate the lands which the deci'oe 
allowed him, and obtain a title to the same. The eighth arti
cle, however, was tho most important, as it proYidod for the 
creation of empresarios, through whom any number of families, 
not less than one hundred, might be introduced. By that arti
cle it is made tho duty of tho governor, when a proper appli
cation is made by one wishing to become an empresario, to 
admit him, and immediately designate the lands whereon ho 
shall locate his colonyY Contracts made by the empresarios 

with the families which should come at their expense, wore 

guarantied by the law. 
There were two features in the colonization law which will 

arrest attention. 1. In the distribution of lands, a preference 
was given to Mexican citizens. When we look at the superi
ority of the colonists over the natives, this clause was produc
tive of constant jealousies. 2. The third article required for-

oi"'ncrs who wished to become colonists, to make a declaration 
t> ' 

to that effect before tho ayuntamiento of the place ho should 
select as his residence;_ by which, in that case, he shoulcl be 

sworn to obey the federal and state constitutions, and observe 

tlte religion prescribed fa the former. It is not unsafe to affirm 
that in the face of this law, nineteen twentieths of the colonists 

' of Texas neither observed nor believed in the religion pre-
scribed in the Mexican constitution; and it may be further said 

* y Seiialorii. luego a los capitulantes el terreno en que hon de situarse. 
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that they bclicYcd that constitution had no right to prescribe 
any rule of faith on the subject. Men never become religious 

by contract or compulsion. Yet such was the law. 
Ilowevcr, under the sfate colonization law, empresarios and 

immigrants flowed into Texas. On the 15th of April 1825 
' ' Rohert Leftwich obtained a contract for two hundred families; 

three days afterward, Ilayden Edwards secured one for ei,,ht 

hundred families; on the 4th of June, Austin obtained autl~r
ity to introduce five hundred families in addition to his first 
concession; and, on the Gth of October of that year, Green De
witt contracted for three hundred families, and Martin de Leon 
for one hundred and fifty more. In addition to these contracts 

. ' 
emigrants under no contractor, and at their own expense, re-
mo,ed to Texas, and obtained lands where they found selec

tions to please them. Thus the year 1825 was the year of emi
gration for Texas. It was an impulse of the Auofo-Saxon 

ill 0 race crow ng westward. 'l'he land was rich and inviting, the 
scenery was lovely, the climate unsurpassed. 

Many of these immigrants, coming on their own account, 

had settled on the Trinity. They applied to Governor Gon
zales, praying to be admitted citizc~s of the state. Ile trans

mitted their petitions to Colonel Saucedo, chief of the depart

ment of_ Texas, directing him to inform them, through Stephen 
F. Austill, that the lands they then occupied were about to be 

colonized, and if, when that was done, they were found quali
fied, they would be admitted:» This fact is referred to here 

because of the consequences resulting from it, to lie notice~ 
presently. 

. A.mong the empresario contracts, as has been already wen

t1on~d, was that of Hayden Edwards. Ile was a gentleman 
of high moral character, strict honor, and liberality. Ile had 

* Governor Gonznles to Colonel Saucedo, May 19, 1825. 
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devoted much of his time in Mexico in forwarding the general 
colonization law. Ile had his colony greatly at heart, and had 
expended thousands of dollars in getting up the enterprise. 

The contract with the state was sufficiently liberal. It admit
ted him as an empresario under the general state law. The 
lands designated were boW1ded on the east by a line l)cginning 
twenty leagues from the Sabine and ten loa.gucs from the coast; 
thence through Nacogdoches, and fifteen leagues beyond it ; 

thence west to the Navasoto; thence down this ri.cr to tho 
San .Antonio road, and with this road to the San Jacinto; 
thence down said river to within ten leagues of the coast; and 
along the coast, ten leagues from it, to the place of beginning. 
This lJounilary included the fine lands of the Trinity, Neches, 
and Augeliua ;'~ and, with the exception of Austin's grant, it 

was perhaps the most desirable location in Texas. 
Hayden Edwards, on receiving his grant, returned to the 

Vnitod States, and requested his brother, Benjamin W. Ed
wards, then at Jackson, Mississippi, to vi.sit Texas, with a vi.cw 
to aid him in building up his colony. The latter, complying, 

proceeded immciliatcly to the new state, a.nd spent some months 
with Colonel Austin, during which he conversed with him freely 
on the subject of the great enterprise of peopling the country 

with North Americans. t 
Edwards labored under a disadvantage in regard to his col

ony from which Austin was entirely free . The territory of the 
former was in part occupied by )lcxicans and the old settlers 

on the "neutral ground," while that of Austin was unsettled. 
The Mexicans about Nacogdoches had hut recently returned 

there, having fled, with Long, from the vengeance of Colonel 
Perez. They were, to some extent, hostile to the Americans, 
and entirely unwilling that an American should be placed over 

* See the contrnct, in Appendix No. 5. t Foote, vol i., p. 225. 



236 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

them. Some of them, too, were bad men, who had fled to the 

confines of Mexico to avoid the punishment due to their crimes. 

Here they met many of a like class-heroes of the" neutral 
ground"-who, havi11g no particular ohjection to Hayden Ed

wards because he was an American, were opposed to all rules 

and all subordination of any kind. With such men the latter 
-was compelled to deal in carrying out his contract. 

Among the settlers found in Edwards's colony was Colonel 

Ellis P. Bean. After the death of Morelos, and the concilia

tory propositions of Apodaca, the fires of the Mexican revolu

tion had so far expired, that Bean left the cotmtry and visited 

his native state. Ile reached the residence of his half-brother, 

Captain William Shaw, in White county, Tennessee, in the 

spring of 1818. After remaining here some time, he formed a 
matrimonial alliance with a daughter of isaac Midkiff. He 

then emigrated with his family and father-in-law to Smackover 

creek, in Arkansas. Ilere they settled, without a neighbor 

within thirty m_ilcs of them, and commenced raising stock. At 
the end of three years, his father-in-law died. This event, to

gether with the news of the liberation of :Mexico, and the call 

for colonists, induced Bean to come to Texas. Ile located 

himself at the JJfound prairie, the ancient town of Texas, ancl 

obtained from tho Mexican government, for his services, a 

grant for a league of land, including his residence.* 

At this place Bean resided quietly till the summer of 1825, 

when he set out for Mexico. Ile reached the capital on the 

18th of October, and remained there till the 21st of July, 1826. 

Ilere he met his old companions-in-arms, and possessed l1imself 

of a knowledge of the interesting events that had transpired in 

the country during the past scYen years. For his services in 

the revolution he recei,ed, in addition to the grant of land 

* Memoirs of Captain William Shaw, MS. 
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before mentio11ed, the appointment of colonel in the permanent 

forces of the republic. 
While in :Mexico, Bean found there John Dunn Ilunter, who 

had bee1~ sent there by the Cherokee Indians, to endeavor to 

procure for them the long-promised tille to their lands.* They 
did not succeed in obtaining anything more than vague prom

ises. The government was willing to admit these Indians as 

colonists, but would not grant them a body of land in commu

nity. Ilunter returned with the result to his people, which 

greatly exasperated them. 
Hayden Edwards, after making the necessary arrangements 

iu the United States for bringing on colonists, set out for his 
new home, and reached Nacogdoches with his family about the 

middle of October, 1825. The want of a conveyance prevented 
him from reporting his arrival to the political chief, at Bexar, 

before the 6th of January following. He then informed that 
functionary that he had been using his best efforts since his 

arrival to restore order, and persuade the people to place 
themselves under the laws ; and that he had generally suc
ceeded, with some two or three exceptions: these were Jose 

* John Dunn Ilnnter arrived in ;\fex.ico on the 19th of Morch, 1826.-Bean'a 
Kote•, MS. Hunter was o remarkable man. Ile published io 1823 o history 
of his life, with sketches of the manners nnd customs of the Indians. Ile says 
that, when a child, he was taken by the Indians, but knows not when or where. 
His parents, he supposes, were killeJ. Ile was raised by the Indians until he 
was nineteen or twenty yen rs old. This wns nbout 1816. Ile had become iden• 
tified with them; nnd, from his expertness in bunting, tl1e Indians gave him the 
soubriquet of Jiimter. Ile ndJeJ the bnlnnce of his nnme out of respect for John 
Dunn, of Misimuri, who hnd rendered him great services. Ile formed an nc
qunintnnce with the fur-trnders, and graduolly learned the English language; 
acquired the habits of his rnce; left the Indians; had a great thirst for knowl
edge, and was much aided by kind friends who had heard his romantic story. 
He visited the eastern cities nnd Europe, producing quite n sensation among 
philosophers and sympnlhizeN; and finally retul'Oed to live nmong the Texan 
Cherokees, where he immediotely obt11ined a position nncl influence nmong them 
not inferior to that of their bend chief. It is alleged, however, in the "North 
Amerio.nu Review," thnt Hunter wns nn impostor.-Rci•iew, 1825-'26. 
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Antonio Sepulveda and Luis Proccla, a couple of infamous men 
-the first had been guilty of forging drafts for money, aucl 

land-titles for sale; the other had fled from confinement in the 
United States, lea,ing his family there; and Proccla, since he 
had come to Nacogdoches, had been acting as alcaldc by proxy, 

a thing unheard of in a republican country. Edwards further 

informed the political chief that his prospect for fulfilling hls 
contract was good ; and, after enclosing to him copies of all 
his official acts, hinted to him very delicately that if these tur
bulent characters had been citizens of the United States, he 
would ha,·e dealt with them in a summary manner, as he had 
a right to do under his contract.if 

This letter seems not at all to have been relished by the 

chief. Ed wards had referred to the ignorance of these two 
bad characters. They were Mexicans; so likewise was tho 
chief. But there was another cause of offence. It will ho re
membered that, in 1819, Nacogdocl1es was completely swept 
by the invasion of Long. There was not a human being left in 
the place to govern or be governed. Nor did any return for 

some time. Previous to 1819, there had been made a few old 
grants of land. The owners, if alive, had left the country, and 
most of the grants may be- said to have lapsed for the want of 
an owner. After Mexico had achieved her independence, how

ever, a few of the old citizens of Nacogdoches had come in, and 
also some new-comers ; so that by the time Edwards reached 
there, the town and Hs vicinage may have included a hundred 

people of all ages and colors. Among them came Sepulveda 
and Procela. Finding the lands were likely to become valua
ble, tho first-named person became industrious in getting up 
old titles to the best lands; and when it became necessary to 

make an old title, it seems he engaged also in that business ! 

* IInyden Edwnrds to Joee Antonio Saucedo, January 6, 182~, MS. 
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By the second article of Edwards's contract, the possessions 
found in Nacogdoches and its ,iciuity, with the corresponding 
titles, were to be respected by the colonists; and it was made 
Edwar<ls's duty, should any of the ancient possessors claim. the 

preservation of their rights, to respect them. To ascertain 
the extent of these claims, the ernpresario, in November, 1825, 
gave notice for all persons having such titles to exhibit them 
to him, in order that they might be received or rejected accord
ing to law; and, if they did not so present them, the lands 
would be sold, and those who had just claims would have to 
pay for improvements made on them. This notice gave great 
offence to tho Mexican authorities. The first part of the noti
fication seemed necessary, to enable tho empresario to know 
what claims to respect. As to the sale of the laud, the empre

sario could not mean that he possessed the authority to do so, 

for it was not given him. 
A.bout the same time, Edwards issued a notice for the elec

tion of militia-officers, to occur on the 15th of December, 1825; 
and, in the same notice, he advised the people to elect an al

ealde. The election, it seems, was held by Sepuh-eda, the for
mer alcalde. There were two candidates for the alealdcship 
-Chaplin, the son-in-law of the empresario; and Norris, tho 
brother-in-law of James Gaines, of the ~eutral ground. Chap
lin was elected ; but, as he had obtained most of the ,otes 
between tho Attoyac and the Sabine, occupied by immigrants, 

and not within the ceded land, though under the alcalde's juris
diction, Sepulveda and his party threw them out, and declared 
for Norris. The other party included these ballots, and de

cided in favor of Chaplin. The latter thereupon proceeded to 
take possession of the archives of the office, and entered upon 
its duties. All this being reported to the political chief of tlie 
department, he declared in favor of Norris, wrote to the old 



240 IHSTORY OF TEXAS. 

alcalde to swear him into office, and, if Chaplin did not deliver 

up the archives to him, to proceed to take them with the aid 
of the national militia.,-+ 

On the receipt of this document, the people were all assem

bled to hear it read. They ohcyed tl1e injunctions of Saucedo, 

and Samuel N'orris was duly inducted into the office of the ma

gistJ:ate or local judge. 

But another cause of difficulty now arose. Before Edwards 

had made liis contract, a man by the name of Tramel had emi

grated from Pecan point, in Arkansas, to Nacogdoches. After 

he had reached the latter place, he learned from the alcaldo 

that that functionary had received orders from Governor Tres

palacios to place some one at tho old crossing of the Trinity, 

to keep up a ferry on the San Antonio road. Tramel arrreed 
0 

to occupy the post, and, with the order of the alcalde, he re-

moved to the ferry and settled himself. He finally sold out to 

anothc_r person, who still kept up the ferry. Ignatius Sertuche, 

a Mexican, and the ouly sur,iving inhabitant of the old town 

at the Spanish Bluff, below the ferry, was starYing to()'cther 

with his family. Tho occupant at the ferry invited him 
0

t0 re

move up to the crossing, and he would supply his family with 

food. Sertuche, finding the situation pleasant and profitable 

managed to disposscs~ the occupant. The facts being mad~ 

known to Edwards, he took steps to repossess tho true occu

pant. This was all reported to the political chief, and Ser
tucl1c was again placed at tho ferry. The only reason given 

hy Raucedo for this arbitrary act was, that Sertuche was a 
Mexican, and entitled to the preference !t 

In several other instances, these imidious distinctions were 

made ; and Americans, who had come into the country and 

* Jose Antonio Saucedo to the l ld f" n ca e O .rncogdochee Fel,runry 13 1826 MS. 
t The eame to Ilnyden Edwards, May l, 1826, ]US. ' ' ' 
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wrour;ht imprornmcnts, were compelled to givo place to Mexi

can farnrites of Sepulveda and Norris, the two alcaldes, who 

occupied tho judicial chair during the years 1825 and 1826. 

It would be doing injustice to the character of' the Ameri

cans to suppose that they bore these things patiently; and that 
they did not express their opinions freely, not only of the acts 

themselves, but also of the actors-the government and the 

Mexican people generally. 
But, says the political chief Saucedo to Ilaydcn Edwards, 

in his letter of the 1st of May, 1826: "Ilitherto, the accusa
tion against you, w~ch has arrested the attention of the su
preme government of the Union, is the ordinance which you 

yourself published, in October of the past year, proclaiming 

yourself the military chief of that part of the state, and de

manding of the old inhabitants the titles of the lauds which 

they possess; for which acts the corresponding charges shall 

be made wlten the government sltall so order." 

By the sixth article of bis contract, Edwards had power to 

raise the national militia, of which he was declared to be chief, 

until some other disposition was made. No other disposition 

had been made. Ilence it was no usurpation in him to order 

an election of militia-officers, antl to announce that he was by 

his contract their chief. Ilis position in this respect was little 

different from that of Austin, w110 held tfio rank of lieuteuan~ 

colonel, organized and controlled the militia of his colony, and 

called them into service when it became necessary. But Aus

tin had Americans only under his command. 
Ilayden Edwards left for the United States early in the sum

mer of 1826, leaving his brother, Benjamin W. Edwards, who 

had returned to the colony in the preceding April, to act as 
his agent. The latter, being in full possession of all the facts 

connected with the settlement of the colony, and the difficulties 
VOL, I.-16 
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that surrounded the enterprise, sat down and wrote a long let• 

ter to Colonel Austin, detailing a history of those difficulties, 

and aski11g his addcc.* On the 24.th of July following, he 

also wrote to the baron de Bastrop, then a member of the state 

congress at Saltillo, informing him of the facts in question. In 
the succeeding month he receiYed a friendly answer from Aus

tin, advising him to write directly to the gonirnor of the state, 

giving a particular account of 1.he conduct of both parties at 

Nacogdoches. t 
Following the recommendation of Austin, B. W. Edwards 

addressed to Governor Blanco a long and manly letter, present

ing a full history of the difficulties in the colony, detailing the 

stupidity of Norris the alcalde; the treachery of Colonel James 

Gaines, his brother-in-law, who directed and controlled him in 

his adjudications and orders ; and also of the efforts made and 

still making by IIayden Edwards to bring on immigrants. Ho 

further stated that he understood serious charges had been pre

ferred against his brother, and alluded to them, as detailed on 

the preceding page ; that his brother bad no notice of them, 

and was at that time absent, engaged in filling his contract, 

but would return in a fow weeks, until which time he asked 

the governor to wait, that the empresario might have an oppor

tunity to defend himself, and be furnished with a specific state

ment of the charges against him. This letter, dated on the 

* B. W. Edwnrds to S. F. Anstin, July 21, 1826, :MS. 
t }'oote, vol. i., p. 269. .A.ustin snys, in his reply : "The subject has cau~ed 

me grent uuhnppines~ but I had determined not to interfere with it in any way. 
It is a dangerous one to touch, and particularly to write about. You wish me 
to advise you. I l!<lnrcely know what course will be beAt, The uncertainty M 

to the precise nature of the chnrges against you, render~ it difficult, nay, impos
sible, to make a regular defence. I think, however, I would write directly to 
the governor of the state. Give him a full statement of facts, and a very minute 
history of the acts of your principal enemies and their opponents, and their man
ner of doing business in every pnrticular, both in regard to your brother ns well 
118 all others." 
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,5th of September, was worthy of a freeman, and in a free 

country would have been applauded. 
Edwards received au answer from Governor Blanco, dated 

on the 2d of October, in which, after stating that the letter of 
tho former is not sufficiently respectful, and recapitulating the 

charges before named, concludes his reply in this sttlc: -

" In view of such proceedings, by which the conduct of IIay

den Edwards is well attested, I have decreed the annulment of 

his contract, and his expulsion from the territory of the repub

lic, in discharge of the supreme orders with which I am in

vested. Ile has lost the confidence of the goYernment, which 

is suspicious of his fidelity ; besides, it is not prudent to admit 

those who begin by dictating laws as sovereigns. If to you or 

your constituent these measures arc unwelcome and prejudi
cial, you can apply to the supreme government; but you will 

fu·st evacuate the country, both yourself and Ilayden Edwards; 

for which purpose I this day repeat my orders to the authori

ties of that department-in the execution of which, as they 

will expel from the country all evil-doers, so they will extend 

full protection to those of worth, probity, and useful skill, that 

bavc settled therein, and are submissive to the laws and con

stituted authorities."* 

* "En bien de tales procedimienlos por la quale11 esta bien calificada la c~n• 
Jucta de Haden Ed wars he decretado la nnulncion de eu contrata y Ia expulc1on 
de! territorio en la republico, en cumplemiento delns suprcmas ordenes con qoe 
me hallo. El ha perdido In confiansn del gobierno, dudo de su fidelidad, Y no ~ 
prudencin 11dmitir hombres qne comiensan por dictar !eyes com~ sob~rnnos. S1 
a v. 0 eu poderdante le son estrtlllas o perjudiciales eslns prov,~encrns pueden 
ocurrir nl gobierno supremo, pero habiendo antes cuacuado el pai~ tanto v. como 
Haikn Edwars, p•. Jo cual hoy repito mi,i orJenes a los nntori~ad~s de e11te de
pnrtam'". en el concepto deque, nsi como se expeleran de! te~r1tor10 a ~os 106 

malvados, se dispensnriil. todos proteccion ll. los hombres de b1en, de prob1dad Y 
de conocimientos utiles que eaten establecidos en el, y sujetor A Ins !eyes, Y il. las 
auetoridndes conetituidas. Dios y libertad I Saltillo, 2°. de O'bre, de 1826. 

"BLANCO. JuAN AI,wi..-ro PAnn.w, Sec. 
"A Don D. W. EnwARS .A.gente de HADE.'< EowAl!S." 
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Previous to tlie receipt of this letter, Ifayden Edwards had 

returned to Texas ; but the rumor came that l1is contract was 
to be annulled. This threw everything into confusion. The 

Mexican populatim1, in anticipation, immediately set up claim 

to all the valuable places occupied by the Americans ! The 

servile a1calde, N"orris, granted all tlie orders they asked; and 

Gaines, his brother-in-Jaw, was ready with a company of regu

lators to enforce them. By these means, the Americans were 
dispossessed, driven from their homes, fined, and imprisoned. ·:t 

Matters had become intolerable. The tyra.uuy of .Norris and 

Gaines had grown to such a height, that their American parti

sans had nearly all deserted them ; and measures were being 

concerted by the Americans to take ,engeance for the accu

mulated wrongs they suffered. In fact, on the very day of the 

date of the decree, annulling the contract of the empresario, 

and expelling him and his brother from the country, B. W. 

Edwards was writing a letter to his frienu Thompson, at A.cs 

bayou, to dissuade him from proceeding immediately against 

Gaines. "Let us wait," says he, " and not pr~juilice our pros
pects by premature operations on our part. The government 

may yet act with faith and justice toward the Americans ... . 

The eyes of the government arc at this moment upon us all, 

and much may depend upon our prcseut deportment. Gaines 

and Sepulveda have been represented to the proper authorities, 

and in a little time an investigation must take place."t 

At length, official information was received of the abroga

tion of the contract, and the decree for the expulsion of the 

empresario and his brother. This was an act of hio-h-handed 
0 

and inexcusable tyranny. The empresario had expended fifty 

thousand dollars in his enterprise; and he had enlisted the ser-

* Foote, vol. i., p. 232. 
t B. W. Ed warde to D. '£. Thompson, October 2, 1826, MS. 
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vices of hundreds, who had come, or were on the way, or pre

paring to assist in carrying out the conti·act. IIis offences, at 

most, were but venial, and could not compromit the rights of 

the state, for she had the right, the law, and the power to en

force them. W11y, then, was he not tried? why was not pro
cess issued, that he might have a day in court to defend him

self? Ilis right was vested, and even under the constitution 
of Mexico the decree of rescission was unlawful. The state 

constitution, it was true, had not yet been proclaimed; yet, by 

the decree of the 25th of August, 1825, it was declared that, 

"for infringement of constitution or law, a process shall always 
be instituted."lf In this case there was none. In one of tho 

letters written at that time, it was suggested that there must 

have been some other cause-some potent influence at the 

capital of Mexico, other than tho alleged offences of Hayden 
Edwards-to produce this extraordinary act on the part of 

the authorities of the repul.J1ic. However this may have been, 

it was done, and, in its consequences, greatly retarded immi
gration, and taught Mexico that the Americans, however small 

their numbers, would neYer submit to her system of adminis
tration-that something more than the name of" liberty" was 

neeqed to satisfy their news of a free country. 
The colonists have been charged with ingra.titucle. Where

in? They were invited to a desert. They came, and found it 
inhabited by Indians-and those of such audacity, that even in 

Sau Antonio, where the ~fcxicans mostly lived, they compelled 

the citizens and soldiers in the place to hold their horses while 

they paraded about the town ! These savages tho colonists 
had to subdue at their own expense and on their own account. 

Mexico gave them nothing: the lands only were valuable, be-

* Decree 19, ru·ticlo 13 : "Por infrnccion de constitucion o ley siempre ee lea 
mandara formar." 
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cause they made them so. They were iu,itcd to a free coun

try: they were determined to keep it free, not only from Indian 

cruelty, but Mexican tyranny. If l\fexico was slow in learning 

this fact, it was not the fault of the colonists, for they employed 

ovcry suitable occasion to impress it upon the rulers of their 

adopted country. 

The occasion for a lesson now occurred. The settlers on 

Edwards's grant were detcrminc<l to resist. The ill temper of 

the Indians, in not o1'taining the titles they ha<l expected for 

their lands, caused them to make threats against the Mexican 

government;* and they thought also to axenge thcrnsclrns upon 

the white settlements in Texas. Ilunter, exercising his great 
influence among them, induced them to suspend their action till 

he could visit Nacogdoches. Ile did so, conferred with the 

Edwardses, ascertained their feelings, and a mutual league and 

union were agreed on. The Indians were easily brought into it. 

On the 13th of December, 18:W, Ilay<len Edwards and bis 

brother visited the settlers beyond the Atioyac, for the purpose 

of raising forces. On their return they leame<l at that ri,er 

that the enemy were expected at Nacogdoches that night. 

Preparing a flag, B. W. Edwards and fifteen men hmriotl into 

the town on the morning of the 1Gth. They hero ascertained 

that the enemy consisted of Colonel Ellis P. Bean, who had 
hastened on from the city of Mexico with a command of about 

thirty-five Mexican troops; that he had approached within a 

few miles of the town, learned the state of public feeling there, 

and had retreated in the direction of the Trinity, to await re
inforcements. t 

* Foote, vol. i., p. 234. 
t Ib., p. 251. Bean seems not to have tnkeo this war much to heart. In a 

memoranJum-hook, in his own handwriting, there is tltis entry: "December 6, 
1826. If the justices of Nacogdoches are imprisoned, or hindered in their func
tions, then I pay twenty-five dollars; if not, then Seuor Y-- gives me ono 
jack and three botUee of wine." 
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By the 18th, the "Fredonians," as the American colonists 

wore then styled, numbered about two hundred men. They 

took possession of the stone house in Nacogdoches, and com
menced fortifying themsel,es. Hanng raised tho flag of inde

pendence, they began to organize their forces and government. 

Colonel )fartin Parmer,* one of the most daring and vigilant 

men in the colony, was appointed to the command of tho mili

tary; and suitable a/ca/des, or, as they preferred to call them, 
justices of the peace, were chosen for the different settlements. 

On they 18th they held a court-martial for the trial of Manuel 

Santos for giving aid and comfort to the enemy, of which he 

was honorably acquitted. On the 20th, Iluntcr and Fields, 

representatives of the Indians, with some other chiefs, came in 
to consummate the treaty of alliance with the whites. They 

* Marlin Parmer was only one of the extrnordiuary chnraclel's that nppenred 
in Texas about thnt time. llis life hnd been n thrilling romance. He wns born 

. in Virginia, in 1775. At twenty years of age be emigrated to Tennessee, where 
he married llies Snr·nh Ilm·dwick. Ile was engaged for some time in superin
tendina the works of Montgomery Bell, of Dickson couuty. But his ambition 
was n~t satisfied. In 1818, he emigrated to ::Uis~onri, nnd settled fifty miles 
above tho highest couuty formed in the then territory-surrounded by the 
Sioux, Iown, and O~nge Indians. Ile gave fifty dollars for a bear-dog, and by 
the chn.se kept such supplies of meat M drew the Indians arouo,l him. One of 
them, called Tho lleart (from the fact that he had killed a white man: nod eaten 
his heart), came t<> partake of his bounty, when he spreatl before h,m_ a large 
quantity of meat, nod, standing over him with a drawn knife, forced !urn. to eat 
till it ultimately killed him I Parmer bad numeroos and fearful fights with the 
savage@, l,ut nt last acquired an influence over them, which iuduced the govern
ment nt Washington to nppoiut him an Indian ngcnt. Ile was elected a .col~oel 
of the militia, aud then n member of the convention to form a stale const1t11bon. 
It wns shortly after toking bis seat in this body, that, two ~f the mem~el's ~et
ting into a fight, he interfered in behalf of one of the pnrties, anno11nc1ng h1~
eelf as the "Ri11g-tailed Panther," by which nnme he was afterward known Ill 

tlie wesL Aftel' serving two or three terms in the Missouri legislature, Parmer 
emigrated to Texas, and settled near the Mound prairie. I~ is said he fired _t)~e 
first gun in tbe Frellooiao war. Among the numerous s~or1es told of hrm, 1: 1B 
related, upon good authority, that when his bear-dog died,_ he sent fi~ty ":11les 
for a clergyman to attend the funeral, which he actually dHl-suppostng it~ 
be one of Colonel Pnrmer's family I His son, from whom the above account 1s 

obtained, eaye he heard the sermon. 
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entered into a general council, and, after three days' delibera

tion, a solemn league and confederation between the whites 

and Indians was adopted and signed by the agents of the re

spcctiYe parties, and on the same day ratified by the commit

tees, as rcpresontati"es of both parties. The objects of the 

treaty were twofold, as follows:-
1. To divide the territory of Texas between the Indians and 

Americans. This was done by giving to the former all th:tt 

portion lying north of a line beginning at the mouth of Sulphur 

fork; thence to a point not far from N"acogdocbes; thence west 

to the Rio Grande. All the territory south of that boundary 

to belong to the other party. 

2. To prosecute together the war against Mexico, until their 

independence was consummated.·* 

This war was commenced with a view and in the expectation 
that all the American settlers and Indians in Texas would join 

the insurgents. It was further expected that volunteers from 

the United States would rally to the "Frcdonian" standard. 

Had these results followed, the revolution might have been 

successful. But various causes prevented. In regard to the 

Indians, some of the tribes-the Kikapoos, for instance-had 

been so badly treated by the whites, that thoy could not bo 

induced to join them. In addition to this fact, Mexican emis

saries had been among them. Bean was in the neighborhood, 

and had an influence with the Indians.t 

* The treaty was mncle by Unyden Edwnrds and Ilarmon B. Mayo, on the 
part of the Americans, an<l Richard Fields nnd John Dunn Hunter, on the part 
of the J ndinns. The Fi-edoniu legislature or committee that ratified it was com· 
posed of the following persons, viz. : Marlin Pnrmer, president; Ilayclen F..d
wnrds, W. B. Ligon, John Sprow, n. P. Thomp~on, Joseph A. IIuber, B. W. 
Eclwnrcl", and IL B. Mayo, on the part of the Americans; nod Richard Field!!, 
John Dunn Hunter, Ne--ko-lake, John Dng~, and Kuk-to-ke, on the part of the 
Indian~ Foote has published the treaty, vol. i., p. 255. 

t In Benn's note-book we find tlm entry : "December 26, 1826. Sent an 
express to Fields." 
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A proclamation was i;cut to Natchitoches for volunteers; but 

Ilubcr, who carried it, hetraycd his friends, and gave such an 

unfa:rnrablo account of affairs at Nacogdoches, that no assist

ance was obtained from that quarter. Th.e express with an 

address to Austin's colony met with like ill success. 
Saucedo, the political chief of tho department, had set out 

for Nacogdoches with some two hundred troops under the com

mand of Colonel ~fateo Ahumada, and reached ~au Felipe de 

Austin about the first of January, ~827. Ilero ho issued a 

proclamation, rather conciliatory in its terms, promising lands 

to those who were subordinate, and pledging the faith of the 
goYcrumont. * Ilis presence in the colony, and the delicate 

position of Austin, together wi.th tho fact that he was iguorant 
of the wrongs Edwards and his colony had actually suffered, 

induced him and his colony, not only to refuse any aid to the 

Frcdonians, but to join in opposing them. t 
After the first day or two of excitement had passed, and 

there being no immediate danger of an attack from the enemy, 
the Fredonians retired to their homes, leaving Colonel Parmer, 

with a few men, to guard tho place. Norris, who had Leen 

deposed from his office, seeing the town so poorly defended, 

collected about eighty followers, of whom ten or twch-c ,vere 

Americans, mostly his relatives, and on the 4th of January 

marched into Nacogdoches, for the avowed purpose of hanging 
the Fredonians. Arriving within two hundred yards of the 

stone ltouse, where the latter were stationed, they dismounted, 
and took a position behind some old houses. The A.mericans, 

eleven in number, to whom were united eight Cherokees under 

Hunter, marched out and charged upon Norris and his forces. 

* Proclnmntion of Jose Antonio Saucedo, January 4, 1827, MS. 
t Proclamation of Stephen F. Austin, January 22, 1827. Address of B. W. 

Edwards to the Cilizens of Austin's Colony, January 16, 182'1. -Foote, voL i., 

pp. 260, 266. 

If 
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In a few minutes the latter fled, leaving one killed and ten or 
twel,e wounded, together with about half their horses. 

The report of this conflict drew many of the Fredonians into 
the place, and a better organization of their strength was 

made. Benjamin W. Edwards was elected colonel and com
mander-in-chief of the Frcilonian forces, and set out in pursuit 

of Norris. The latter, however, was safely across the Sabine. 
In the meantime, the Mexican troops under .Ahumada were 

approaching Nacogdoches. The Fredonians thereupon sent 
an express to A.es bayou,* for assistance; but Bean had de
spatched an emissary in aclvance to these people, promising 
them pardon and lands. 'I'hey also sent an express to tho In
dians, but Bean had likewise anticipated them here, and had 
promised the Cherokees and their associate bands that they 
should hn.ve the lands they had applied for. Hunter alone 
was failhful, an<l the Indians murdered him.t 

The Indians had joined the Mexicans, and, on the morning 
of the 27th of January, 1827, their entire forces were within 
ten or twel,e miles of Nacogdoches. Under these untoward 
circumstances, tl1e remaining Frcdonians e.acuated the place, 
and crossed the Sabine on the 31st. The Mexican troops en

tered the town shortly after the Frcdoni:ms had left, and, 
through the influence of .Austin, treated the inhabitants and 

i! 

prisoner:; with humanity. Thus ended an affair in ernry way 
unfortunate for Texas. 

* From Colonel Benn's note-book: "December 28, 1826. Sent an express to 
Acs hnyou, Sent n spy to ~acogdoches." This spy wns John Willinms. The 
Fredoniu11• nrrusteJ him as such, but suLsequent events prevented the action of 
the com'l-mnrtial. 

f Colonel Benn, through the iustrumentnlity of Jol10 Willinms, Elliott, and 
others, succeeded in det.nching the Indians from the white-. These ngenLs, for 
this s~rvice, rec~ivcd each a league of Jnncl. It is said that Bowles wns hired to 
assassinate Fields nod Hunter. Fields was first killed, and shorUy afterward 
Hunter suffered the same fate near the present town of Ilendet·sou. Fields wcs 
only a '}Uarlc1·-breed Indian, was very intelligent, and, while in the city of 
Mexico, joined the York lodge of freemasons. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

WmLE this war was progressing in Edwards's colony, t110 

pioneers in .Austin's grant were prospering greatly. Settlers 
also had been coming into other colonies. Colonel Green D~
witt, of Missouri, commenced the settlement of his colony ~n 
1825. llis surveyor, James Kerr, arrived on the Brasos ill 

A ,·1 18'75 After losina his own family, he, with six other pn' - • o f 
single men, settled with tl1at of l\.lr. Berry, near the town _o 
Gonzales in the autumn of the above year. Among these sin
gle men ~ras Erastus Smith, afterward so disti~guished as a 
spy in the Texan wars .~❖ They raised some cabms,and settled 

* Erastus !'\mith (known as Deaf Smith, beeau~e he wns hard of hearing):~ 
he s~n of Chilil\b and Ma1·y 8mitb, nncl was born in New _Yor~ on the 101 o 
~ ·1 1787 At the age of eleven years be emigrnted with be~ parents to the 

1,i;:~ippi ·territory, nnd settled ncai· .N~
1
~!e~chlim~r~~

1
::l\:::;·~ee::~f::r:. 

ruemLers of the bnptisL church, and ga, e T . 
• ,. th• circumstances around them would permit. He first came to . e~as m 
m,, a~ el 'ti me of the nntriot forces that were constantly nrr1vrng at 
1817 pennp~ w, 1 so ' · 82 h 

• . • th .• ,ce Ile 8000 bowc<"cr, returned ltomc; but, Ill l 1, 0 
thatt,mern cpro,,, • ' · J d'd 

• t Texa• for the purpose of making it his home. This ie l 'never 
~am~ ag~;" ~e wa;• in tho country before Austin, but iu what section is _not 
leavwg t • . to bl• alone a'nd to be by himself. When Demtt'a known llts nature w11s ram ., • b t ·t 

• cl t Gonzo.les, Smith went with the first company; u 1 

:ett.~e~'.:~1~ ~i~~::::111:in ~lm·e 1:ng, but proceeded to Son Antonio, where he 
PP . d 'I • 1-~v by whom he hnd several children. Ile hnd a fine prop-mnrr,e n -" 0x:tcno ...,.., ' · O f h' ns, 

erty :it Granu Gulf, Misaissippi, but he did not attend to 1L f B n
1
~ 0 . 

1~:i&
Tl'iniJncl 'frnvi~ f\mith, wns educuteu by K A. :lfnrlin, Esq., o n win, of 
• • D •·tf Smith died al Fol't Bend, November 30, 1837. Ile was a 111

1
~11 

:~!~rknb;~ gravity, and of few word•. In fact, he seldom answered at a ' ex• 
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themselves, preparatory to the work of surveying. The settle

ment was increased that fall by the arrival of Edward ~fore

bouse, Henry S. Brown, Elijah Stapp, and somo others. In 

1826, while a portion of tho colonists had gone to join in cele

brating the 4th of July at Beason's on tho Colorado, and others 

were out on a buffalo-hunt, an attack was made by the Indians. 

John Wightman was killed, Durbin wounded, and part of tho 

settlement robbed and burnt. The survivors fled to tho settle

ments on the Colorado; and afterward, when Dewitt came on, 

with other families, ho built him a fort ton miles above Texana, 

where he remained a year or two.-x-

The settlement at Victoria, under Martin De Leon, com
menced also in 1825. 

After the revocation of Edwards's grant, tho territory em

braced in it was divided between David G. Burnet and Joseph 

Vohlin, and immigrants from the United States continued to 

flow into it. Being the noarost colony to the American U niou, 

many settlers stopped there that had, at first, intended to pro
ceed farther. 

The congress of the state of Coahuila and Texas at last 

agreed upon a constitution. It was published on the 11th of 

March, 1827.t Every officer and citizen was required to take 

an oath to sustain it, aud a programme of tho ceremony of its 
installation was duly prepared. 

cept in monosyllableR. When be clid speak, it wns said to be to the point. Ilis 
coolness in danger nnd battle wns affirmed to be unsurpnssed. The Texnn nrwy 
wns greatly favored in l,aving his eervices ns n ~PY· The country bad no truer 
friend. -Letter of Ale:randcr Calder, E,q., .. a:ugust 2, 1852 ; and Letter of K. A. 
Marti"> 1840, JISS. 

* "Indianola Bulletin," 1862. 
t It was pubJighed in pomphlet form, in t.he city of Mexico, in 182'7, nnd has 

on the second page the following: "Esta Coustitucion es propriedad de! Tutado 
de Coahuila y Tejaa, y t111die pt1ede rcimprimirla :rin permi,o del Congreso." 
What would be thought of nny one of our etntes that would forbid t.he pul,Iish• 
ing of her constitution except by permiasion of the legislature i 
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Of the twelve deputies of which the constitutional congress 

was to be composed, Texas was to have two. Those repre

sentatives were not to be elected directly by the pooplo ; but 

011 the first Sunday in August preceding the meeting of the 

new congress, the people met in primitive assemblies, and voted 

viva voce, or in writing, for eleven electors (if tl1ey had only 

one representative to elect, or twenty-one ele.ctors if they had 

two). The election closed on :Monday evening. 
Fifteen days after the fourth Sunday in August, these elec

tors met at the towns of their respecti,e districts, and elected 

their represcntati,cs. The same electors who met to choose 

representatives, voted for electors to repair to the capital of 
the state, to elect representatives to the general Congress. 

The same district electors ,oted for a governor, vice-governor, 

and council. 
The ayuntamientos, embracing the alcaldes, sindicos, and 

'!"ef1'idores were elected by the people, on the first Sunday in 
b l 

every December, and enterecl on tho discharge of their duties 
the Sunday following. The alcalde combined the duties of our 
mayors anq justices of the peace, with larger powers; the regi
dore may be assimilated to an alderman, and the sindico to a 
recorder. The whole together formed the ay"ntainiento, hav
ing jurisdiction over the entire municipality. Every town of a 
thousand or more inhabitants was entitled to an ayuntamiento. 

These town councils were strictly popular bodies, and with 
their great power protected Texas from oppression until the 

troops were int.Toduced. 
In looking oYer the constitution of the state of Coahuila and 

Texas, we sec at once that it was framed by novices-men who 

were not 011ly ignorant of the fundamental laws of free states, 
but were afraid to in trust power to the people. For instance: 
,, Article 3. The sovereignty of the state resides originally and 
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essentially in the general mass of the individuals that compose 

it; but they shall not, of thcmselYes, exercise any other acts 

of sovereignty titan those pointed out in tltis constitution, and 

in the form which it prescribes." Again: ".Article 27. The 

government of the state is popular represcntatiYe, federal."->:• 

The makers of the instrument, no doubt, did the best they 

could, and were actuated by genuine patriotism. WhateYer 

puerilities may be found in the constitution, and in the laws 

enacted under it, the people of Texas were indifferent and 

heeded them not, so long as they were left to thcmsclve!'!, and 

did not feel the weight of strange systems and unmeaning cere

monies. And it is clue to the truth of history to declare that 

tho Texans ilid not feel themselves at home m1dor the Mexic~n 

laws. They kept aloof from Mexican politics. 'I'hcy brought 

with them here, as household gods, their own first le~sons in 

politics, morals, religion, and business, and they wished not to 

unlearn those lessons to learn others. They did not blond or 

assimilate with the opposite race, but kept themselves apart

justly reasoning that, if their own institutions were not supe

rior, they were as good as they wished. The Mexicans were 

aware of this, and endeavored to change by force, when it was 

too late, what they could not otherwise direct. 

Some account of the Mexican regular troops destined for 

Texas at this period. may not be uninteresting. By the decree 

of the federal Congress, of the 24th of August, 1826, provision 

was rnad.c for raising a permanent cavalry force for the defence 

of the frontiers. The state of Coahuila and 'l'exas was rcq aired 

to raise seYen companies, of one hundred and twenty-four men . ' 
rank and file, each. One company was to be stationed at La 

* The genernl constitution of Mexico, Article 4, enys: "The Mexicnn nation 
adopts for its government the form of republiP.an represent.ative, popular-federal." 
The fathers of the state constitution supposed they were doing right Lo "follow 
copy." - "El gobitrno del estad,; , .• popular rqwemitativo federado." 
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Bahia, and another at Bexar. By the d.ecrec of the state, of 
the 29th of April, 1826, the ayuntamicntos were authorized to 
proceed with an armed force, if necessary, to make levies, and 

take thence a sufficient number of individuals to fill the list. 

Out of the levies, vagrants and disorderly persons were to he 

preferred for military service ; then single men ; finally, recruits 
might be raised by entrapment and decoy! Such were to be 
the troops for the defence of the frontiers:x• 

But soldiers were little needed during the year 1827, except 

to overawe the Indians, and that duty devolved upon the colo
nists. A.ustin's settlement had so far progre!"sed, that, in the 

Rpring of 1826, Gaspar Flores came to Texas as commissioner 
to issue titles to the five hundred families provided for in the 

second. contract. And, in November, 1827, Austin obtained 

another contract for a colony of a hundred families east of the 
Colorado and north of the Bexar road. t 

Affairs being thus prosperous wilh the colonies, the progress 
of the ~foxican nation, in its new career of independence, may 

be noticed. Liberal governments were not slow in acknowl
edging the independence of the republic, and in forming com
mercial treaties with her. Having adopted her constitution, 
the first Congress assembled under it in the beginning of 1825, 

and Guadalupe Victoria, her first constitutional president, en
tered upon his duties, as did also the vice-president, Kicholas 

Bravo, on the 1st day of April of that year.:j: 
The antagonism between the republicans and the aristocracy 

soon made its appearance. It required only a nucleus, or ral

lying-point. It found two. Soon aftel' tho inauguration of 
John Quincy Adams to the presidency of the United States, 

* Decree No. 25, Constitutional Congress: "Verificndas que sean dichM levas, 
se destinnran con preferancia nl senicio militnr los vagos y mal entretenid08." -
Article 5. t Dewees's Letter~, p. 115. 
+ Constitution of Mexico, Article 101. Niles's Mexico, p. 193. 
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he despatched Joel R. Poinsett, of South Carolina, as minister 

o~ our country to Mexico. Poinsett was a stern republican, a 

man of strong intellect, and an earnest well-wisher of the new 

republic to which he had been accredited. A.s the Mexican 

nation had taken our federal constitution as a model for the 

construction of their own, the republicans of that country natu
rally looked to our minister for countenance and adncc in their 

political labors. Though he refrained from interfering in their 

internal concerns, he could hardly avoid making suggotitions in 

his primte conYersations. This cxaspcra.tcd the anti-republi

can party.* ~\t that time the masonic lodges in Mexico were 
working under the 8cotclt rite; but, as a greater antiquity and 

correctness of masonic usage attached to the York rite, they 

requested Poinsett to procure for them charters authorizing 

them to work under the latter. Accordingly, as he was in

formed by two members of President Victoria's cabinet that 

the government did not disapprove of it, he sent for the proper 

warrant, and installed them at his own house. The leading 

members of the Scotclt lodges, being the old Spaniards anrl 

aristocracy of Mexico, immediately connected this affair with 

the politics of the country. Bravo, the ,ice-president, being 

of the anti-republican party, and perceiving the influence of 

the American minister thus thrown in the scale against his 

party, employed in his turn whate,er influence he possessed 

against him. He succeeded in procuring from the legislatures 

of Puebla and Vera Cruz petitions to the general government 
for the dismissal of the American embassador from the country. 

Further to aid him, a papal bull was issued against the masonic 

lodges; and a bill was introduced into the national Congress, 
and :finally passed, for their snppression.t 

* Sketch of Joel R Poinsett: Democratic Review, March, 1888. 
t Kennedy, vol i., P· 866. This author says the bill was rejected; but he is 
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Ne,erLhclcss, Bra,o was unable to succeed in the o,erthrow 

of the republican party. Ile next attempted a re,olution; and 
for this end he raised a small army, and, after making some 

approaches toward the capital, returned to Tnlancingo, whence 
he was dislodged and taken prisoner, but was afterward re

lcascu. During all this contest, the French alld English min
isters, l\forier anu Ward, were throwing their inflnencc on the 

_side of the aristocratic party. 
In this affair the Mexican republicans were right ; but not 

mist.nken. I have before me the official copy of the law, transmitted to "the 
receptol'ia of Nacogdoches," us follow~:-

" FmsT SECU~'TAK\"ijllfP OF ST.,TE, DEPARTld£1''T OF ru& bn:BtOR. 

"Sl!OTION 1. The most excellent pre•ident of the Mexican United Stntes has 
been pleased to direot to me the following decree: 

"The president of the Mexican United States to the inhabitants of the repub
lic, know ye, that the general Congress hns decreed-

" 1. The prohibition of evtlry clandestine meeting, which, by settled rules and 
institutions, forms a body or college, nnd wakes a profession of secrecy, is re

newed. 
"2. Citizens who shall reso1·t to such meetings, after the publication of this 

Jaw, shall, for the first offence, be suspended from their rights one year; for the 
second, two years; and, for the third, confinement iu the CaliforniM four year& 
If those confined there shall repent the offence, they shall be expelled from the 
republic for two ycnra. 

" 3. Federal officel't', and those who may become such in the distl'ict and ter• 
ritorics, including those of popnlar appointment, besides the penalty of suspen
sion from office nod salary, shall suffel', during the time of their snspension, a 
deprivation of the rights of citizenship, by virtue of the former article; and, if 
thet·e shnll be n thirtl repetition of the offence, they shall be disqualified for nil 
the offices of which the present article speaks. 

"4. Native~, or nntnrnli7.ed persons, not having the rights of citi1.enship, shall 
suffer, for the first offence, six months' imprisonment; donble the time for the 
second; perpetual deprivntion of the rights of citizenship for the third; and, for 
the fourth offence, ~ball be banished for ever from the republic." 

(Here follow some further provisions in regard to minors and foreigners.) 
"A..'ITO:>to :FERNANDEZ Mo:<auorn, President of the Senate. 
"SA:<TUGO VtLJ,EGAR, Prcsfru,d of the Ohamber of .Deputies. 
"JosE Acousn:-i PAZ, Secretary of the Senate. 
"Ax.,su~10 C1mECERO, Deputy Secretary. 

'' Therefore I order it t-0 be printed, published, circulated, and that it be doly 
executed. "GUADALUPE VICTORIA. 

11 PA.LACE OF THE GOVERN.DU!NT OF MEXIC01 Octobtr 25J 18!!8." 

VoL. 1. - 17 
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so on the other point which they raised. The revolution had 

left, among its ill effects, a general hatred against the natives 

of Old Spain still residing in Mexico. The nation had long 

felt a desire to expel them. Several of the states set the ex

ample; and ·the general Congress finally, on tbe 8th of Decem
ber, 1827, adopted a law for their expulsion. The congress 

of Coahuila and Texas did not go so far, but merely decreed 

that they should hold no office in church or state until Spain 

should acknowledge the independence of the Mexican republic.* 

These were barbarous laws, ,·iolative of the constitution, the 

claims of hospitality and humanity, and unworthy of the high 

stand Mexico had assumed as a free country. In addition to 

this, she thus banished from her society those who possessed 

nearly all the intelligence and refinement in tho nation. Mis
erable indeed is tho condition of that country which supposes 

that its safety requires the banishment of its most accomplished 

and useful citizens ! 
At the period of which we write, the state of Coabuila and 

Texas was very poor. The local congress had employed all 
its efforts to raise funds; it had even leased out the cock-pits, 

in order to increase the revenue; but still the treasury was 

empty. The colonists in Texas were pretty much exempt from 
taxation, and the Mexicans seldom paid any. The latter had 

no energy; they made nothing. In fact, they had been station

ary for three centuries. What little they possessed went to 

pay their priests and decorate their festivals. A tortilla, a 

roasted squash, a little boiled milk, and now and then a cur

dled cheese, and string-beef dried in the sun, formed their com
mon diet. The skins of animals furnished their chief clothing. 

Snch was the condition of the public funds in the spring of1828, 

that, on the 17th of April of that year, the stn.te suspended 

., Decree No. 41 : Nilea's Mexico. 
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some of her coustitutional officers, for want of funds to pay 

them; and the estaulishment of the state treasury was also sus

pended for a like reason:X· The days of her poverty were the 

days of her virtue. The new governor, Jose Maria Viesca, 

seemed to conduct himself with great propriety, and to watch 

zealously over the interests of his constituents. Neither he 
or his congt·ess appeared to have any temptation to do wrong, 
or to prolong the legislative sessions beyond the time required 

for the more important and necessary business. Y ct, even in 
the first constitutional congress, monopolies were creeping in. 
Leon R. Alcmy obtained the exclusive right, for six years, of 

boring Artesian wells ;t John L. Woodbury and John Came

ron had a like privilege, fol" twenty-three years, of working 

iron and coal mines in the state ;:f: and John Davis Bradburn 

and Stephen Staples obtained a similar contract, for fifteen 
years, for navigating the Rio Grande with steam or horse 

power.II 
By a provision of the state constitution, the congress should 

close its sessions with the month of .April, unless prolonged for 

urgent business.~ The condition of the treasury required this 

to be done. Accordingly, it was prolonged to the middle of 

May, during which time the state authorities succeeded in bor

rowing funds from tho church.1 
tolonists in the meantime continued to emigrate to Texas. 

In 1827 and 1828 there was quite an adtlition to Dewitt's col
ony. The town of Gonzales had been laid off, and named after 

Rafael Gonzales, the provisional governor of the state. On 

the 29th of July, 1828, Austin obtained another contract, to 

colonize throe hundred families on the reserved lands. on the 

coast.** But most of the immigrants that now began to settle 

* Decrees Nos. 60 and 2, Con~titnlional Congress. t lb., No. 26. 
t lb., No. 46. I lb., No. 49. § Article 81, Constitution. 
,r Dec1·ee No. 59 ** Dewecs's Letters, p. 115. 
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in Texas came on their own account-some locating in one 

colony, and some in others, or on lands not included in any 
grant. Few of the empresarios had taken any steps to fulfil 

their contracts. Zavala, Burnet, and V ehlin, had sold out 

to a New York company on speculation.* The contract of 

Leftwich fell into the hands of the Naslnille company.t The 

grant of Milam, lying between the Guadalupe and Colorado 

rivers, and north of the Bexar road, could not well be settled 

because of hostile Indians. 

Indeed, during the years 1828 and 1829 the Indians had 
become troublesome and dangerous to the settlers on the Colo

rado and Brasos. Numerous cases of murder and theft had 

occurred, and it became necessary to apply a remedy. During 

the winter of 1828-'9, Thomas Thompson had opened a small 

farm near the present town of Bastrop, and occasionally visited 

it to cultivate it and take care of his crops. On going there in 

July, 1829, he foWld the Indians in possession. Ile retnrnecl 

below for assistance, and obtained ten men, with whom he ap

proached the Indian camp in the night. At daylight they 

killed four of the savages, and the others fled. 

This opened the war. Colonel Austin raised two companies 

of volunteers, of fifty men each, under the command of Captains 

Oliver Jones and Bartlett Simms ; the whole being under the 

orders of Colonel Abner Kuykendall. About the same time, 

the depredations and murders by the Indians in the Yicinity of 
Gonzales induced tho raising of another company there, under 

the command of Captain IIenry S. Brown.:j: 

Learning that a party of W acoes and Twowakanies were 

encamped at the mouth of the San Saba, the two commands 

marched to that point. They halted when near enough, anrl 

sent out scouts to, ascertain the localities. The Indian 8couts 

* Almonte's Journnl. t Dewees's Lettel'!!, p.116. t Indbnoln Bulletin, It~~-
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discovered them, and gave notice to the others ; so tha.t, when 

the Texans charged into the camp of the enemy, they had fled, 

and they only succeeded in killing one. Captain Simms and 

fifteen others pursued them some miles farther, and took from 
them many of their horses. This expedition had a happy effect 

in alarming the Indians, and depriYiug them of many of their 

animals, together with their peltries and camp-equipage. The 

volunteers returned after an absence of thirty-two days, during 

which time they suffered greatly for want of provisions. They 

subsisted for three days of the time upon acorns and persim

mons 1-x-

These annoyances from the Indians prevented a trade from 

springing up between Texas and northern Mexico. Their 
position was favorable to it. As it was, in 1824, a company 

of Bordeaux merchants landed at Capano, with a large quan
tity of goods for Santa Fe. They conveyed them some distance 
beyond San Antonio on packs, when their animals were stolen 

by the Camanches. They then obtained oxen and carts from 

San Antonio, and finally succeeded in reaching Santa Fe in 
safety. During tho Mexican revolution, New :Mexico, being 

remotely situated, wisely took no part in it. Iler intercourse 
with the rest of the world was thus for many years cut oil', and 

large sums of gold and sih·er accumulated within her limits. 

The manufactures of other countries were in great demand; 

and the yenturo of the Bordeaux merchants consequently met 

with extraordinary success. 
The danger from the Indians, however, was too great to per

mit a continuance of the intercourse. The United States, 

shortly after, opened a route for traffic from St. Louis, and her 

merchants realized the benefits of that distant commerce. 

The state congress, among its first acts, at the short session 

* Dewees's Letters, p. 12'7. 
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in September, 1828, decreed the removal of the capital from 
Saltillo, in the extreme southern corner of the state, to )fou
clo--ra, some hundred miles farther to the north.-~ 

Among the colonists in Texas were many who had lefL heavy 

debts against them in the country whence they came. These 
debts were, to some extent, sent against them, and generally 
placed in the hands of some one in the colony, who was made 
interested in their collection. To favor the colonists, it wo.s 
decreed that they should not be sued for such debts for twelve 

years ; and further, that their hcadright lands should ne,cr be 
subject to the payment of such debts. t This was one of the 
first decrees of the first session of the local congress of 1829 ; 
but, shortly after, it prohibited merchants of foreign nations 
from retailing goods in the statc.:j: This gave great offence to 
the Texans, and for the reason that they were thus deprived 

of the cheapest market, and compelled to purchase their mer
chandise of Mexicans. 

The subject of peonage, forming as it docs an important item 

in the domestic relations of the state, and being regulated by 
statutory provisions, requires some notice. By the decree of 
the 30th of September, 1828, it was provided that the contract 
between the master and serrnnt should be set down at the 

head of the account, in presence of witnesses. Articles fur
nished the servant for his labor should be at the market price ; 
and tho master was forbidden to credit him for more than a 
year's wages, except in case of sickness. The master must 

* Dee.ree No. 64. The sent of government was not removed till the spring of 
1833 (Decree No._2~4). It was doubtless the first cause of the misunderstanding 
that afterward dmded the Mexican portion of the state. 

t Decree No. ~0. 

t See Decree No. 83, vetoed by the governor, and Decree No. 91, finally 
adopted by the congress, which wns still more preju<liciul to the interests of the 
people of Texas. The decree (No.183) of the 9tb of April 1832, wns even more 
severe and prohibitory. ' 
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show his account to the servant on request; and servants could 
sue their masters before an alcalde. Masters or overseers 
were authorized to punish idle or disobedient servants by ar
rest or confinement with shackles for not more than four days ; 
but the use of tl~o whip was forbidden. The master was to 
fw·nish the scrrnnt with necessary medicines and sustenance 

during sickness, and charge tho same to his accotmt. 
The decree of tho 4th of April, 1829, modified these rules. 

It prohibited joint accounts against serrnnts; required masters 
to retain one third of servants' wages, and apply the same as 
a cre<lit on their accounts, except in case of serious sickness, 

or lhe absolute nakedness of the servant and his family; also 
required servants, wishing to be employed, to bring a state
ment from their former master of tho indebtedness to him, and 
made tho new master pay such debt; masters who charged their 
servants more than the market price for articles, were liable 
to be fined in five times the excess. So much of the former 
decree as prohibited the whipping of servants was repealed, 
and masters and overseers were permitted to chastise their 

servants in a parental manner; but they were responsible for 
excessive punishment. If the servant left his master's service, 
the ulcaldo could compel his return, and punish him according 
to tho facts. When the scn'ant wished to leave his master, he 
could compel the latter to furnish him a statement to show to 
his now master. Actions of servants against their masters 

were privileged suits. Masters were not required to bury 

their servants who died in their debt.* 
Such were the rules under which a majority of the Mexican 

population were held in perpetual servitude. Their wages 
were so extremely low, and their improvidence was so great, 

that it was a rare occurrence for one to be out of debt. 

* Decrees 6~ nnd 86. 
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The .American portion of the population of Coahuiln. and 

Texas had, in lieu thereof, the institution of slavery, which oc

cupied a peculiar position under the state and federal laws. 

The constitution of Coabuila and Texas made it what is 

technically called "a free state." It provided specially, t11at 

"from and after the promulgation of the constitution in the 

capital of each district, no one should be born a slam in the 

state; and, after six months, the introduction of slaves, unuer 

any pretext, shoulu not be permitted."* The state congress, 

in pursuance of this provision, required the several ayunta

micntos to take a list of the names, ages, and sex of the ne

groes in their municipalities, at the end of six months from the 

promulgation of the constitution; and also to keep a register 

of all slaves born in tlrn state after its publication. Tho death 

of slaves was likewise to be noted in the register. The owners 

of slaves, dyiug without children, made the sla,es free ; and, 

when they had children, the tenth part of the slaves were to 

be free. t This decree further req uircd that free children bom 

of slaves should recefrc the best education that could be giYen 

them.t 
It was provided by another decree, passed in 1827, that any 

slave who, for convenience, wished to change his master, could 

do so, provided the new master would pay the old one the 

amollllt he gave for him, as stated in the bill of sale. II 

Meanwhile, in the capital of Mexico, the usual scenes of an

archy and bloodshed were transpiring. At the close of Presi

dent Victoria's term there was a most excited contest between 

the two political parties in regard to his successor. The re

publican or federal party brought forward Vinceut Guerrero, 

* Article 13, Constitution. t Decree No. 18. 
t If it was only intended that the free negro children should have an e,luca• 

tion equal to that of children free born, it was literally complied with-for the 
m11tte1· was wholly neglected I I Decree No. q5. 
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and Lhe centralists or strong-government party placed in nomi

nation ).fauuel Gomez Pedraza, as theit- respective candidates. 

Pedraza was at heart fo,vorable to the aristocracy, but had 

occasionally actcu wilh the republicans, which doubtful course 

gave him greatly the advantage over Guerrero, who was a con

:,istent republican, and known to be such. 'l'hc election came 

off in September, 1828; and, although Guerrero had a large 

majority of the popular vote, Pedraza received ten states in 
the electoral college, while his opponent obtained but eight.-:f 

In the United States, the constitution would have taken its 

course, and such eYils would ham been corrected at the ballot

hox. Kot so in Mexico. 
As the president elect was not to be installed until the fol

lowing April, the liberal party determined to place Guerrero 

in the presidential chair. The movement was revolutionary, 

and Santa Anna anu Za;valat were at the head of it. Santa 

.Anna pronounced at Xalapa, and Zavala raised an army in the 

capital. After a bloody battle of some uays, the party of 

Guerrero triumphed, and he was installed as president. The 

state of Coahuila and Texas, had been favorable to Guerrero, 
and approved of the plan of Xalapa; but when the revolution 

was over, they recommended a perfect oblivion of passed po

litical differences, declaring that they would not bo parties to 
a system of rcrnnge.t 

The United States were not satisfied with the treaty of 1819, 
hy which Texas had been ceded to Spain. On the 26th of 

)!arch, 1825, directly after John Quincy .A.dams was installed 

* ~ketch of Joel R. Poinsett: Democratic Review, March, 1838. 
t Z:1val11 wos n nnlive of Yucatan, and had been imprisoned by the Spanish 

government for his liberal principlee. Relensed by the revolution from the cas-
tle of Snn Juan d'Ullon. he wns one of the first representatives from Yucal.an in 
the fe.Iernl Congres., lie was governor of the state of l\Icxico nt the time he 
joined in U1is n·ttack upon the constitution, little thinking thnt he was establii;h-
ing a prec~dent for his own ruin. t Decree No. 110. 
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in the presidential chair, IIenry Clay, as secretary of state, 

gavo special instructions to the .American minister to endeavor 
to procure from Mexico the re-transfer of Texas. The instruc
tions wero repeated on the 15th of March, 1827. Liko in
structions were given by Martin Van Buren, secretary of state, 

on the 25th of August, 1829.* In the meantime, however, as 

good faith on tho part of tho United States required a confir
mation of the treaty of limits of 1819, Joel R. Poinsett con
cluded such a treaty with the Mexican government on the 12th 
of January, 1828, with a pro'l'ision that the line between the 
two countries should be run immediately.t 

The increase of colonists induced the granting, on the 11th 

of June, 1829, to James Powers, of a contract for settling two 
hundred families between the Coleto and the K ueces ; and to 
11:'Mullen and M'Gloire, on the 17th of August of the same 

year, a like contract on territory between tho San Antonio 

and Nueces rivers.:j: A considerable town had sprung up at 
La Bahia, and the state congress had honored it with the name 
of a ville, and called it Goliad.II 

The neighborhood of Liberty had been settled as early as 

1805, but scarcely possessed vitality until about this period, 
when settlers began to extend along the banks of the Trinity. 

About the same time a sparse settlement sprang up on tho 
Texan side of Red river; but immigrants came and located 

there on their own accow1t. Kot knowing to what jurisdiction 

they belonged, they kovt aloof from all municipal laws, except 
those of their own making, and lived as they best could. In 

lt Texns Question: Democratic Review, April, 1844. 
f Elliot's Diplomatic Code, vol. ii., p. 11 I. For various causes this line was 

not run until Tex/ls achieved her independence. One of the de;patches tnken 
by "Deaf Smilb," just befoN the battle of San Jacinto, was an order to San IA 
.Anna to proceed east with his army and protect .A.lnfonte the commissioner 
while he was running the line. ' ' 

t Dewees's Letters p. 117. ! Decree No. '13, February 4, 1820. 
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complexion, however, they were greatly superior to their pre

decessors of tho neutral ground. 
The legislati1ro took some steps to establish a system of edu

cation. Two laws were enacted for this purpose. The first, 
in May, 1829, made provision for a school of mutual instruc
tion, on the Lancastrian plan, in each department. It provided. 
that the teachers should instruct tho pupils in reading, writing, 
arithmetic, the dogma of the Roman catholic religion, and all 
Ackerman's catechisms of arts and scienccs:lf In April fol
lowing, tho legislature passed another law, establishing tempo

rary schools on a like plan.t But all this effort resulted in 
nothing. The people did not second the views of the legisla
ture. To give an idea of tho state of education in :Mexico, we 

can not do better than refer to tho description of an intelligeut 

eye-witness: -
" I have just returned," says nir. Poinsett, "from visiting a 

school, and have been much amused with the appearance of 
the pedagogue. In a largo room, fuTUished wilh two or three 
cowhides spread on the floor, and half a dozen low benches, 
were ten or twelve little urchins, all repeating their lessons as 
loud as they could bawl. The master was stalking about the 
room, with a ferule in his hand, and dressed in a most gro
tesque manner. Ho had an old manta wrapped about his loins, 
from under which there appeared the ends of tattered leather 

breeches, banging over his naked legs ; sandals were bound 
round his ankles ; a leather jerkin, the sleeves worn off, and a 
dirty handkerchief twisted round hi.s head, above which his 
shaggy hair stood erect, completed his dress. Ile seemed per

fectly unconscious of his uncouth appearance, but received me 
very courteously, dismissed his scholars immediately, and at 
once entered into conversation on the state of the country. • • • 

* Decl'ee No. 92. f Decree No. 129. 
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He told me that he was born in that house, and had never 

wandered beyond the precincts of the village. Se,·eral of the 

country-people came in while we were talking, and treated the 

pedagogue with great respect. He appeared to be their 
oraclc."1' 

Those Texan settlements that would justify it, cstalllishcd 

p1-i-vatc schools for the instruction of their children. In cases 

where parents could afford it, their children were sent to the 
United States to be educated. 

But little can be said of tho religious progress of the Texans 

as early as 1830. They may have furnished certificates of 

their catholic leaning, but they employed very little of their 
time in its exhibition. t 

Father Ilenry Doyle, !l. catholic clergyman, and a native of 
Ireland, located l1imself in the Irish colony, early in 1830, and 

attended to the religious rites for that portion of Texas. In 

addition to the regular priests at San .Antonio, Goliad, and 

Nacogdoches, there were occasional visits from other catholic 

ministers to the different settlements, for the purpose of attend

ing to the ordinances of the church. .Among these was Fatlier 
:Michael Muldoon, likewise from Ireland-a man of a warm 

heart, a social and generous spirit, who will be long l1eld in 

grateful remembrance by the old settlers of Texas.:j: .Anterior 

to this, some protestant clergymen visited the eastern part of 

the state, and in one or two instances penetrated even as far 
as Sau .Antonio; but this will be noticed hereafter. 

The first part of the year 1830 passed quietly in Texas. 
Mexico, however, wa:o gradually encroaching upon the rights 

of the colonists. The subject of slavery was one cause of it. 

Spain, with a view to re-establish her authority in the republic, 

* Poinsetl's Notes (S-ovember 28, 182;), p. 190. 
t Dcwecs's Lettcl'!I, p. 137. t Decrees Nos. 105 and 180. 
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sent out from Ilavana, in July, 1829, an expedition of four 

thousand men, under General Barradas. These troops landed 

at Tampico, and produced such alarm in Mexico, that the fed

eral Congress, overlooking the restrictions of the constitution, 

o-ave to President Guerrero unlimited powers. Ile determined 

;0 scud a secret agent to Boyer, president of Ilayti, to obtain 

his aid in exciting the slaves of Cuba to revolt. Preparatory 

to this step, Guerrero, acting under the decree appointing him 

dictator, proceeded, on the 29th of July, 1829, to abolish 

slavery in the Mexican rcpublic.-l<· 
This proceeding, though high-handed and in violation of 

vested rights, was acquiesced in by tho Mexican people. .A..mong 

the Mexican owners, it was ouly in the sugar-plantations that 

the negro was valuable. "One hundred free negrocs," says 

Edwards, "though receiving double the wages of the Indhm, 

are found to produce as much sugar as two hundred do in Cuba, 

without the owner supporting thcfr wives and children ... •• • 
These negroes are, however, over-paid, and in consequence be

come drunkards, ,icious, and unruly. Indians, properly taught, 

would perform the same labor at half price."t And so thought 

the Mexicans. They argued that the peons were more profit
able, and that their employers were without the necessity of 

supporting their families. 
The American colonists, however, still comrnued the prac

tice of introducing their slaves, under the appellation of ser
vants. .Austin, fearful of the effects of the decree of abolition 
on the prosperity of his colony, applied. to President Guerrero, 

who agreed to modify it in favor of the American colonists. 

Guerrero's administration, however, was suddenly closed by 

* Kennedy, vol. i., I'· 868; ll Van Buren, Secl'etnry of State, to A. Butler, 
Charge des AJJaires to .Mexico, N o,ember 30, 1S29; Foote, vol. i., p. S08. 

f History of Texns, p. 120. 
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his tragic death. Bustamente, tho ,ice-president, who was a 
strong centralist, pro1wunced against him, droYe him from the 
capital to tho mountains, assumed the presidential cbafr, and 
exorcised tho functions of his office in a manner so sanguinary 

and proscl'ipti,e, that Guonero, in again attempting to resume 

his station, was taken and shot. Bustamente, now undisputed 

master of Mexico, soon exhibited his narrow policy in regard 
to the Texan colonies. On tho 6th of A.pril, 1830, be issued a 
decree, substantially forbidding people of tho United States 

from settling as colonists in Texas, and suspending nil colony 
contracts conflicting with this prohibition:* By the same de

cree, the further introduction of slaYes was forbidden. 

The congress of Coahuila and Texas, perplexed with the 
repeated revolutions in tho national capital, and wishing to 

keep on good terms with tho successful party, did not know 
what coul'se to pursue. They ordered a bust of the "illustri
ous" Guerrero to be set up in their ball, but, when adversity 
came upon him, they repealed the order. They also named a 
town after Bustamente, and then, by another decree, struck 
out his name! 

Tho September elections of 1830 showed that Jose l\Iaria. 

Letona was elected go,ernor and Juan Martin Voramendi vice

govemor of the state. This result was favorable to Texas, as 
tho latter was a resident of San Antonio, and a man of liberal 
principles. At this time appeared before the state congress 
J amcs Bowie. Ile had married a dau()'htor of V eramendi and 

0 ' 

under his auspices went to Saltillo to establish a cotton and 

woollen manufactory. With this view, tho legislature natu. 

ralized him, and granted him a charter; but more important 
duties awaited him, and nothing was done. t 

* Kennedy, vol. i., p. 3'75. 

t Decrees Nos. 159 and 160. Jnmes Bowie, n son of Rezin Bowie, was born 
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Among the proceedings of tho state congress at this period, 
as well as in other 1foxican states, may be seen a gradual en

croachment upon the alleged rights of the church. Tho slate 
would exact loans from it, forbid it from despatching its eccle
siastical orders without consent of the secular power, and with
drew the right of exacting forced contributions for festivals : 
in fact, the church was brought into subjection to the ciYil 
power. Those were seeds sown in the :Mexican republic, which, 

being well cultiYated by tho priests, and properly directed by 
ambitious leaders, brought forth that bitter fruit w·hich, in a 

few years after, the Texans wore required to eat. 
It was t. feeling of jealousy toward the American colonists 

in Texas that induced the decree of April 6, 1830. The privi
leges allowed them at first, iu regard to importations, were 
about to cease, and they were to be subdued and made as sub
missive as tho Mexicans tltcmsel.es under Bustamente. With 
a view to this, customhouses were not only established at Nae-

in Burke county, Georgin. Of his parents, it is said they were from Maryland. 
The father was a man of sti·ong mind and sound judgment. The ~other :"''Ill a 
pious and excellent lnily, and from her it wns thought that the cl11ldren rnh~r
ited their remarkable energy of character. They had five children, viz., Dav1d, 
James, Rezin P., John J., nod Stephen, who were all large, muscular men. In 
1802, the family removed to Chatahoula parish, Louisiana. On_ t~e. l~t~ of 
September, 1827, James Bowie was engaged, on a bar o_f the M1ss1ss1pp1, m _a 
duel with N onis Wright and others-one of the bloodiest ren~ontres of this 
clllSS on record-in which he was wounded, and two meu were killed. Shortly 
after this he came to Texas, as did also his brother Rezio P. Bowie. The above 
facts are collected from "De Bow's Review." In the same periodical ~ay be 
found a complete sketch of James, by his brother John J. James Bowie was 
about six feet high, of fair complexion, with small blue eyes, not fleshy, but well 
proportioned; he stood quite erect., nod had a rather fier~e look; was not_quar
relsome, but milil and quiet, even at the moment of action. He was qmte SO· 

einble, nod somewhat disposed to intemperance, bnt never drunk •. Ile had _11 

wonderfol art in winning people to l1im, and was extremely prodigal of 111s 

money. llis muscular power was as great as his daring: his ~rot.her ~ays he 
haJ been known to rope nnd ride alligators I Ilis great epec~l.at.100 was_ 1~ pur
chasing negroes from Lafitte, and smuggling them into Lomeiana. Thia ia the 
mosl unpleasant feature in his hi.story. 
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ogdochcs and Bexar, but at Copano, Velasco, and Galveston, 
or rather at Anahuac, at the head of the bay. General 1L 

Mier y Teran, a stern and merciless monarchist, was appointed 
commandant-general of the eastern states. Colonel John Da
,is Bradburn, one of tho heroes of Iguala, tired of navigating 

the Rio Grande with steam and horse power, had sought and 
obtained tho position of commander of the forces at A.nahuac. 
Colonel Dominic Ugartachea had command at Velasco, the 
port at the mouth of the Brasos; Colonel Piedras at Nacogdo
ches; while Don Ramon Musquiz presided as a political chief 

at Bexar. 
In addition to these high officers, Ellis P. Bean, a colonel in 

the regular army of Mexico, had been stationed in eastern 
Texas, rather as agent for the central government lo the dif

ferent Indian tribes. In the contest which seemed to be now 
approaching, neither party appeared willing to trust him. Ho 

was assigned a position at Fort Teran, on the Neches, where 
was stationed a detachment of troops. The forces at the fore

going points were as follows: at Nacogdoches, three hundred 
and twenty ; at .Anahuac, one hundred and fifty; and at Ve
lasco, one hundred and twenty-five. These, with the two pre
sidia} companies at Bexar and Goliad, constituted the Mexican 

power that was to overawe twenty thousand colonists, and 
bring them to submit to the arbitrary measures of Vice-Presi

dent Bustamente. The state congress, among its lust deorccs,-r.· 
placed one hundred and fifty more troops at the disposal of 
General Teran. The character of these forces may be inferred 
from the description f\lrnished by tbc law, and given on a pre
vious page, of the kind of soldiers preferred. 

Colonel Bradburn took the first step in carrying out the 
views of his superiors. Ile introduced martial law for the 

* Decree of September 2S, 1830. 
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citizens; he took from them their property without their con

sent and without consideration; he had many of them arrested 
and imprisoned in the fort of Anahuac; and his troops, who 
were guilty of robbery and stealing, were by him protected 
from punishment.i:-

'l'hese were some of the grievances of which the colonists 

of Texas complained before the close of the year 1830. It was 
not the entertainment to which they had been invited! 

* 'I'. J. Chambers's pamphlet, 1833. 

VoL. J.-18 
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CII.A.PTER XIX. 

THE year 1831 found the American population of Texas still 

increasing. They now numbered about twenty thousand; and, 

notwithstanding the general law of April 6, 1830, prohibited 

natives of the United States from immigrating, they sf.ill con

tinued to come. They had friends and relatives in Texas, and 

wished to be with them. Others, attracted by the generous 
nature of the soil and the fine climate, were iuuuced to come 

in order to find homes in the new state. The greater part of 

these prohibited immigrants had settled east of the Trinity. 

They had fixed upon their homes, designated their lands, and 

desired titles. They had come under the control of no empro

sario, but under the general provisions of the law, on their own 

account. They made repeated applications for titles to their 

lands. 

As early as 1829, the state of Coahuila and Texas had de
spatched Juan Antonio Padilla as commissioner-general to 

eastern Texa:;, to extend titles to the colonists; and with him 
came Thomas J. Chambers·¼· as surYeyor-general of the state. 

"Th~nin: ,l. Chnmber,:, n nntive of Ornnge county, Virginia, went to the city 
of ~iex1co rn 1826, uud for three yeors was diligently occupied in the study of 
their In ws, mannei-a, an,l institutions. Though young, he wns nlrendy n i-ipe 
scholar wl1cn he went to the city, Ile soon made himself mnst~r of their laws 
and language. An ncqunintanco formed with Don Victor Blanco, then vice• 
governor of Conhuiln nnd Texas, introduced 1,iw to the authorities of that etnle, 

USURPATIO~S OF TUE :ll!LITARY .AUTIIORITY. 275 

But the jealousy of those opposed to the setllement of eastern 

'l'cxas cau~ed Padilla to be arrested upon a false accusation, 

and thus broke up the commission:~ 
The colonists in eastern Tex.as, not to be outdone in this 

way, held public meeLings, and sent their petitions to lhe state 
goYernment, m;king ihe appointment of anotl1er commissioner.t 

In the meantime, tho state legislature had a8semhlcd at Saltillo, 
an4 Licentiate J osc l\faria Letona was declared duly elected 

gornrnor,and Juan 1fnrtin de Yeramcntli .-ice-goYernor, of tho 

statc.:j: The latter, a resident in San Antonio, indicated a fa

vorable . disposition toward Texas. The applications for a 
commi;:sioner to extend titles was attended to ; and Francisco 

l\fadcro was dc:-patchod to the Trinity, with Jost'• Maria Car

bajal, his smTcyor, for that purpose. II :Madero was a gentle
nurn of popular manners, and much esteemed by tho colonists. 
He procccclcd with energy in the discharge of his duties, but 

was st1ddenly ancstcd by order of General )fanuel J\Iier y Te

ran, commandant-general of the eastern states, and, with Car

bajal, confined in tho prison of ~1.nahuac. 'l'eran was a gen

uine monarchist, and a fit instrument io carry out the designs 
of Bustamente. The alleged excuse or ground of their arrest 

waf:, that they were extending titles to natives of the Unitod 
State:; who had immigrated since the decree of the 6th of April, 
1830. IL is probable that such titles had been ex.tended ; but 

this was an alfait· of tho state, appertaining to the rit-il authori
ties: and, although they ha.cl the authority of Bustamen1e for 

their proceedings, it was as clearly illegal as was the decree 

to which he emii:rnted in 1S29. Gifled with talents of n high order, and with 
pergun,ivc manners, be ~oon gained the confidence of the stnt~ government. 
Tl,i•, n,l.J~d to his devotion to free instilution~, cuablcd him to do much for 
Texns in the tlnys of her infoney. -Sket~h of T. J. Cltmnber., : Galreston, 1863, 

• Sketch of T. J. Cbamhers, p. 9. t Ih., p. 10. 
i Decree of Jnnuary 5, 1831. I Kennedy, yo!. ii., p. 6, 



276 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

of the 6th of April. Though these officers were acting under 
the law, and the authority of tho state, nothing could l,o done 

by tho latter toward their release without drawing upon it the 
vengeance of Dustamentc. * 

Among the acts of Commissioner Madero was the erection 
of the municipality of Liberty. The ayuntainicnto was duly 

elected and organized, holding its sessions at the town of Lib
erty, some thirty miles above .Anahuac. As the design of the 
military was ob,iously to bring the country under their sulticc
tion, Coloucl Dradburn, commandant at Anahuac, dissol,ed the 
ayuntamicnto of Liberty, and ordered one for tho same munici

pality at Anahuac.t Such was the tyranny of Bradburn, how
e,er, that his ayuntamiento fled from him, and took refuge in 
Austin's colony. 

The sudden change in the policy of Mexico in regard to her 
Texan colonies can not be attributed altogether to a mere ty

rannical disposition on tho part of the acting president, Busta
mente. Tho introduction of so many troops, the usurpation of 
tho military, the intcrforcnco of the supremo government in 

pro,enting tho state from extending titles to tho colonists, the 

imposition of taxes, tho prohibition of merchandise on the part 
of the colonists, nnd numerous other grievances, and hindrances 
to their prosperity, had their origin mainly in an apprehension 
on the part of Mexico that tho United States would, in some 
way or other- through their citizens domiciliated in Texas 

-set up a claim to tho country. Reforonco to some facts will 
place this matter in a ·clear light. 

The retrograde moYoment commenced in the latter part of 
1829. We have referred to the repeated applications of the 

* Governor's Message, 1832. 
t This pln~e had been previously known as Perry'8 point. Its position, at the 

head of ~nlvcston hny, caused it to be erected as a port of entry. It was known 
at that time ns the p<>rt of Galve~on, the island not being then occupied. 
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United States to purchase Texas of Mexico. The boundary-line 
between Louisiana. ancl Texas, as estabfo,hcd by the treaty of 
1819, bad not been run previous to the treaty of Cordova in 
1821. Mexico, acquiring her independence, became a party 
to the former treaty instead of Spa.in. In the instructions to 

Mr. Poinsett, our first minister to Mexico, dated March 26, 
1825, be was directed to sound that government upon the ques
tion of making a now line:x• The proposition was made, but 
Mexico insisted on the treaty-line. In 1827, he was instructed 

to propose to the :Mexican government the purchase of Texas, 
and to offer for the country as far as the Rio Grande a million 

of dollars; or, if that should not be accepted, half a million 
for the part lying east of tho Colorado. t These propositions 
were rejected; and, although the United States hacl repeatedly 

acknowledged the validity of the boundary as agreed to with 
Spain in 1819, yet such was the uneasiness of )fexico, that her 

chamber of deputies passed a resolution that they would not 

* "The line of the SaLine approaches our great western mart nearer than 
could be wished. Perhaps the Mexican government may not be unwilling to 
eatabliah that of the Rio Braaos de Dioe, or the Rio Colorado, or the ~now 
mountains, or the Rio dcl Norte, in lieu of it."-Mr. Clay to Mr. Ponu~tt, 

March 26, 1826. 
t Among the reasons assigned by Mr. Clay for making the purchase are the 

following: •• The great extent and the facility which appears to ha~e attended 
the procurement of grants from the government ~f the Uru~d Mexican_ States, 
for large tracts of country to citizens of the Umted States, rn the prov1~ce of 
Texaa, authorize the belief that but little value ia placed upon the po~sesswi'. of 
the province by that government. These g~nta seem to l~n~e been made with• 
out any sort of equivalent, judging accordrng to our opimons of the value of 
land. They have been made to, and apparently in contemplation of being set
tled bv, citizens from the United States. These emigrants will carry with them 
our p;inciplee of law, liberty, and religion; and, however much it may be ho~ed 
they might be disposed to amalgamate with the ancient inhabitants of Mexico, 

80 far as political freedom is concerned, it woulcl be almost too much to expect 
thnt all collisions woulcl be avoided on other subjects. Already some of these 
collisions have manifested themselves, and others, in the progrl!sa of Lime, may 
be anticipated with confidence. These collisions may insensibly enlist· the aym• 
pathiea and feelings of the two republics, and lend to misunderstanding&. "-.Jfr. 
Clay to Jlr. Poinutt, Marclt 15, 1827. 
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take into consideration the treaty wl1ich the two govemmcnis 

ha<l agreed on, until an article "·as i11sertcd recognising the 

boundary named in the treaty with Spain. The govcmmcnt 

of Mexico also despatched General Teran, in 1828, to run the 

line agreed on by that treaty. This was on its own account, 

the convention for running the line not having been concluded. 

Again, in 182!), :Mr. Van Buren, secretary of state, instructed 

)fr. Poinsett to make :mother proposition to purchase Texas. 

Ile propo8cd to gfre four millions of dollars for the territory 

east of the line diYiding the waters of the Rio Grande aml the 

Xucces. If tliat could not lie obtained, then the minister was 

to offer a sum in proportion for the territory cast of the Lava

ca; or, if that could not be acc1uired, then the line of the Col
orado, and lastly that of the Brasos, was to be proposed.-:; 

During the period of these negotiations, the growth of the 

colonies, the emeute of the "Fredouiaus," the general sturdy 

spirit of the settlers, and, above all, the reasons advanced by 

tl1c United States in favor of a sale of Texas, had excited in 

the Mexican mind a general feeling of jealousy and uneasiness. 

This feeling soon found its way to the public. Lucas .\la.man, 

secretary of state, in his report to the :Mexican Congl'CSs in 
182!), uses the following language : -

" The North Americans commence by introducing themselves 
into the territory which they covet, on pretence of commercial 

negotiations, or of the establishment of colonies, with or with

out the assent of the government to which it belongs. 'I'hesc 

colonies gro,v, multiply, become the prominent part in the pop

ulation; and as soon as a support is found in this mauncr, they 

begin to set up rights which it is impossil.ile to sustain in a se

rious discussion, and to Lring forward ridiculous pretensions, 

founded upon historical facts which are admitted by nobody: 

* Mr. V nn Buren to Mr. Poinsett, August 25, I 829, 
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such as La Salle's voyages, now known to be a falsehood, but 

which, at this time, serve as a support for their claim to Texas. 

These extravagant opinions are, for the first time, presented 

to the world by unknown writers; and the labor which is em

ployed by others in offcriug proofs and reasouings, is spent in 

repetitions and multiplied allegations, for the purpose of draw

ing the attention of their follow-cilizens, not to the justice of 

the proposition, but to the adrnntagcs and interests to be ob

tained or subverted by their admission. 

<< Their machinations in the country they wish to acquire arc 

then brought to light by the appearance of explorers, some of 

whom settle upon the soil, alleging that their presence docs 

not affect the question of the right of sovereignty, or possession 

of the land. 'l'hcsc pioneers, by degrees, excite movements 

which disturb the political state of the country in dispute; and 

then follow discontent and dissatisfaction calculated to fatigue 
the patience of the legitimate owner, and to diminish the use

fulness of the administration and of the exercise of authority. 

When things have come to this pass-which is precisely the 

present state of things in Texas-the diplomatic management 
commences. The inquietude they ha,·e excited in the territory 

in dispute, the interests of the colonists therein established, 

the insurrections of adventurers and savages instigated by 

them, and the pertinacity with which the opinion is set up as 

to their right of possession, become the suhjccts of notes, full 
of expressions of justice and moderation, until, with the aid 

of other incidents, which are never wanting in the course of 

diplomatic relations, the desired end is attained of concluding 

an arrangement, onerous for one party, as it is advantageous 

to the other:* 

* Don Alaman was not aware of the accurate sketch he was drawing of the 
moue by which Spain wreEted T~xns from France I 
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"It has been said further, that, when the United States of 
the :~forth have succeeded in giving the predominance to the 
colonists introduced iulo the countries they had in view, they 

set up rights, and bring forward pretensions, founded on dis
puted historical facts, amiling themselves generally, for the 
purpose, of some critical conjuncture to which they suppose 
the attention of government must be directed. This policy, 

which has produced good results to them,* they have com
me11ccd carrying into effect wi1h Texas. The public prints in 

those states, including those which are more immediately un
der the influence of their government, arc engaged in discus
sing the right they imagine they have to the country as far as 

the Rio Ilravo. Handbills are printed on tho same sub1' cct . ' 
and thrown into general circulation, whoso object is to per-
suade and conYincc the people of the utility and expediency 
of the meditated project. Some of them have said that Pron

dence had marked out the Rio Bravo as the natural boundary 
of tl1ose states; which has induced an English writer to re

proach them with an attempt to make Pro\idencc the author 
of all their usw·pations ! But what is most remarkable is, that 
they have commenced that discussion precisely at the same 

time they saw us engaged in repelling the Spanish invasion, 

belienng that ow· attention would, for a long time, be thereby 
withdrawn from other things."t 

In addition to tl1c above causes of uneasiness, a report had 
heen circulated in the newspapers of the United States that 

Texas would be invaded by .American adYcnturers ; and, al
though it had no foundation in fact, it found ready hearers in 

·a * Referring to the course taken by the United States in regard to the Flor
i OS. 

t Gen~al Bnrradas, wit.h four thousand five hundred Spanisl1 troops, landed 
at Tampico on the 20th of July, 1829; and, after various confilct3 with the Mexi• 
can forces under Santa Anna, capitnlated on the 12th of September following. 
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tho jealous Mexicans:::- It was, then, clearly more through 

:car of the growing strength of the colonies, than the tyranni
cal disposition of Bustamente, that steps were taken against 
them by tl1e supreme government. The tyranny consisted in 
tht illegal moue of passing and enforcing its decrees. Their 
inczpcdiency was manifested in tho result. All tho misfor
tunoo of Mexico in planting and rearing her colonies have 
arisen from her ignorance of the character of her colonists. 
She wished to nurse them when they did not ask it: she 

wished to correct them when they would not hear it. 
Ilanug taken her measures, she sent troops to enforce them; 

and directed that these troops should bo paid out of taxes to 
be raised from the colonists through the customhouses. To 

this the latter were not inclined to submit; especially when 
they saw that the military were to supersede the civil authori
ties. The better to enforce the collection of the customs du

ties, and preYent smuggling, orders wore puLlished by the com
mandants at Anahuac and Velasco, closing all the mttritime 

ports except tho port of Galrnston at Anahuac. As this would 
draw the commerce of tho greater part of Texas to these ports, 

the colonists resolved to have the decree rescinded. 
Accordingly, a large meeting of the citizens was held in the 

town of Brasoria, on the 16th of December, 1831, to consider 

the matter. Branch T. Archer and: George B. M'Kinstry were 

• Extrnct of n letter from John A. Wharton to Sam Ilouston :-
11 NASHVILt.F;• 'fESNF.SSEE, July 25, 1829 . 

. . . . "I have heard you intended an expedition against Texns. I suppose, if 
it i~ true, you will let some of your N nshville friends know of it. It is stated in 
the pnpers, and l>elieved generally, that Spaiu is fitting out an expedition against 
:Mexico. Twenty-five hundred m~n are to start from Ilnvonn, and land at Cam
peachy, there to await the arrival of four thousand more; and in lhe fall to 
comm~nce the attack, and reduce that gov~rnment to its former state. Should 
thi~ l,e true, I mnke no doubt but you will join the ::IIexicans. I certninly will 
do iL.... "JonN A. WnARTON. 

"General SA:M IlousroN, Oantonment Gibson." 



282 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

chosen by the meeting commissioners to proceed to Anahuac, 

and demand of Colonel Draclburn that he should rescind tl,e 

obnoxious order, or they would attack the place. The com
missioners discharged their duty faithfully. Bradburn asked 

time till be could communicate with General Teran: but 1hey 

would not allow it, and drew from him the order of rcvoca:ion. 
Thus did the colonists cxhihit a specimen of their spirit. 

As they incrcasfd in power, they reccfrcd the more consid
eration from the state legislature. Tho department of Texas 

was divided into two districts, the lino of dh·ision being the 

dividing ridge between the Trinity and tho Brasos and San 

Jacinto rivers. Nacogdoches was made the residence of the 

political chief of the eastern district; while the chief of tho 

western district continued to reside at Bcxar.-i<· This decen
tralizing movement was democratic. 

The year 1831 did not pa~s away without being witness to a 

battle, which, considering tho numbers engaged, and its results, 
was the best-contested field in Texas. On the 2d day of No

vember, Rozin P. Bowie, James Bowie, David Buchanan, Rob

ert Armstrong, Jesse Wallace, Matthew Doyle, Cephas D. 

Hamm, James Coniell, Thomas M•Caslin, and two scrvant

boys, Charles and Gonzales, set out from San Antonio in search 

of the old silver-mines of the San Saba mission. "Nothing 

particular occurred," says Rezin P. Bowic,t whoso gravhic 

narrative we quote, "until the 19th, on which day, about ten, 

.A.. M., we wore overhauled by two Camanche Indians and a 

Mexican captive. They stated that they belonged to Isaonic's 
party (a chief of the Camancho trib~), about sixteen in num

ber, and were on their road to San Antonio, with a drove of 
horses, which they had taken from the Wacocs and Twowoka

nas, and wore about returning to their owners, citizens of San 
* Decree No. 164. t Holly, p. 161. 
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Antonio. ;Vter smoking and talking with them about an hour, 
and making them a few presents of tobacco, pow·dor, shot, &c., 

they returned to their party, who were waiting at the Llano 

river. 
"We continued our journey until night closed upon us, when 

we encamped. The next morning, between daylight and sn~

risc the above-named Mexican captive came to our camp,_ his 
hor:e very much fatigued, and who, after eating and smok1~g, 

stated to us that he had been sent by his chief, Isaonie, to rn~ 

form us we were followed by a hundred and twenty-four. ~wo

wokana and w aco Indians, and tl1at forty Caddoes had Joined 

them, who were determined to have our scalps. at all ri~ks. 
Isn.onic had hold a talk with them all, the previous evcmng, 

and endeavored to dissuade them fi·om their purpose ; but th~y 

still persevered, and left him, enraged, and pur~ued our trail. 

.As a voucher for the truth of the above, the Mex.1can produced 

his chief's silver medal, which is common among the natives in 

such cases. He further stated that his chief requested him to 

say that he had but sixteen men, badly armed, and without 
·t· 1·ut 1"f we would return and J. oin him, such succor ammum 1011 ; u , 

as he could give us he would. But, knowing that the enemy 
lay between us and him, wo deemed it more prudent to pursue 

our journey, and endeaYor to reach the old fort on the _San 
Saba river before night-distance, thirty miles. The Mexican 

then returned to his party, and we proceeded on . 
" Throughout the day we encountered bad roads, being cov

ered with rocks, and, the horses' feet being worn out, we were 

disappointed in not reaching the fort. In the evening we had 

some little difficulty in picking out an advantageous spot where 
to encamp for the night. We, however, made choice of the 

best that offered, wl1ich was a cluster of lh·e-oak trees, some 
thirty or forty in number, about the sizo of a man's body. To 
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the north of them was a thicket of live-oak bushes, about ten 

feet high, forty yards in length and twenty in urcadth; to the 
west, at the distance of thirty-five or forty yards, ran a stream 
of water. 

"The surrounding country was an open prairie, interspersed 
with a few trees, rocks, and hroken land. The trail which we 
came on lay to the cast of our encampment. After taking the 
precaution to prepare our spot for defence, by cutting a road 
inside the thicket of bushes, ten feet from the outer ed"'e all 

t:> 

around, and clearing the prickly pears from among the bushes, 
we hoppled our horses, and placecl sentinels for the night. W c 

were now clistant six miles from the old fort above mentioned. 

• • • • • Nothing occurred throughout the night, and we lost no 
time in the morning in making preparations for continuinO' our 
• t:> 

Journey to 1.hc fort; and, when in the act of starting, we dis-

covered the Indians on our trail to the cast, about two hun
dred yards distant, and a footman about fifty yards ahead of 

the main body, with his face to the ground, tracking. The 
cry of 'Indians!' was given, and all hands to-arms. WO dis
mounted, and both saddle and pack horses were immediately 

made fast to the trees. As soon as they found we had discov
ered them, they gave the war-whoop, halted, and commenced 
stripping, preparatory to action. A number of mounted In

dians were reconnoitring the ground. Among them we discov
ered a few Caddo Indians-by the cut of their hair-who had 
always previously been friendly to the Americans. 

"Th. b . 01r num er being so far greater than ours ( one hundred 
and suty-four to eleven), it was agreed that Rezin P. Bowie 
should be sent out to talk with them, and endeavor to compro
mise rather than attempt a fight. He accordin"'ly started with 
David Buchanan in company, and walked up ~o within ~bout 
forty yards of where they had halted, and requested them, in 
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• their own tono·ue to send forward their chief, as he wanted to 
o ' d ?' talk with him. Their answer was, 'Ilow de do? how de o • 

in English, and a discharge of twelve shot at us, one ~f wh~cb 
broke Buchanan's leg. Bowie returned their salutation W1th 

the contents of a double-barrelled gun and a pistol. Ile then 
took Buchanan on his shoulder, and started back to the en

campment. They then opeuecl a heavy fire upon us,_ wb~ch 
woun<led Buchanan in two more places, slightly, and p1ercmg 
Bowie's huutin""-shirt in several places "'ithout doing llirn any 
iujury. Who/ they fouud their shot failed to bring Bowie 
down, eight Indians, on foot, took after him with their tom~
haw ks, and, when close up9n him, were disco,?red by his 
party, who rushed out with their rifles, and brought d~wn four 
of them-the other fom retreating back to the roam body. 

We then returned to our position, and all was still for about 

five minutes. 
" w O then discovered a bill to the northeast at the distance 

of sixty yar<ls, red with Indi:lll~, who opened a heavy fire upon 
us with loud yells-their chief, on horseback, urging them 
in'a loud and audible voice to the charge, walking his horse, 
perfectly composed. ·when we first discovered him, our guns 

were all empty, with the exception of :Mr. Ilamm's. James 
Bowie cried out,, Who is loaded'(' Mr. Ilamm answered,' I 
am.• lie was then told to :,hoot that Indian on horseback. 

Ile did so and broke his leg, and killed his horse. W c now 
discovered him hopping ronnd his horse on one leg, ~itb llis 

shield on his arm to keep off the balls. By this time, four of 
our party, being reloaclcd, fired at the so.me instant, and _nll 

the balls took effect through the shield. Ile fell, and was im

mediately surrounded by six or eight of his tribe, who picked 
him up and bore him off. SeYeral of these were shot by our 
party. The whole bocly 1.hcu retreated back of the hill, out 
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of sight, with the exception of a few Indians, who were run

ning about from tree to tree, out of gunshot. 

" They now covered the hill the second time, bringing up 

their bowmen, who bad not been in action before, and com

menced a heavy fire with balls and arrows, which we returned 

by a well-directed aim with our rifles. At this instant another 

chief appeared on horseback, near the spot where the last one 

fell. The same question of' Who is loaded?' was asked. The 

answer was,' Nobody;' when little Charles, the mulaLto ser

vant, came running up with Ducbanan's rifle, which had not 

been discharged since he was wounded, and handed it to James 

Bowie, who instantly fired and brought him down from his 

horse. Ile was surrounded by six or eight of his tribe, as was 
the last, and borne off under our fire. 

"During tho time we were engaged in defending ourselves 
from tlie Indians on the hill, some fifteen or twenty of the 

Caddo tribe had succeeded in getting unde1· the bank of the 

creek, in our rear, at about forty yards' distance, and opened 

a hea,·y fire upon us, which wounded ~fatthcw Doyle, the ball 

entering the left breast and coming out at the back. As soon 

as he cried out that he was wounded, Thomas M'Caslin hast
ened to the spot where he fell, and observed, ' Where is the 

Indian that shot Doyle?' Ile was told by a more experienced 

hand not to venture there, as, from tho reports of their guns, 

they must be riflemen. At that instant they discoYcrcd an In
dian ; and, while in the act of raising his piece, was shot 

through the centre of the body, and expired. Robert Arm
strong exclaimed, 'D-n tho Indian that shot M'Caslin where 
• h ?• H ' is e • e was told not to venture there, as they must be 
riflemen • but on discov • I d. • • · , , errng an n rnn, and wlnlc brrngmg his 
gun up, he was fired at, and part of the stock of his gun cut 

off, and the ball lodged against the barrel. During this timo 
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our enemies had formed a complete circle round us, occupying 

the points of rocks, scattering trees, and bushes. The firing 
then became creneral from all quarters. Finding our situation 

• 0 

too much exposed among the trees, we were obliged to leave 

them, and take to the thickets. Tho first thing necessary was, 

to dislodge tho riflemen from under the bank of the creek, who 

were within point-hlank shot. This we soon succeeded in do

ing, l.Jy shooting tho most of them through the head, as we had 

the advantaao of seeing them when they could not see us. 
0 • 

" The roau we hau cut round the thicket tho night previous 

gaYe us now an advautagcous situation over that of our enemy, 

as we had a fair view of, them in tho prairie, while we wore 

completely hid. We l.Jafiled their shots by moving six or eight 

feet tho moment we had fired, as their only mark was the 

smoke of our guns. They would put twenty balls within the 

size of a pocket-handkerchief, where they had seen the smoke. 

1n this manner we fought them two hours, and had one man 

wounded-James Corricll-who was shot through the arm, 

and the ball lodged in the side, first cutting away a small bush, 

which prevented it from pcncfrating deeper than the size of it. 

"They now discovered that we were not to be dislodged 

from the thicket, and the uncertainty of killing us at random; 

they suffering very much from the fire of our rifles, which 

brought half a dozen down at every round. They now deter

mined to resort to stratagem, by putting fire to the dry grass 

in the prairie, for the double purpose of routing us from our 

position, and, m1der cover of tho smoke, to carry away their 

dead ancl wounded, which lay near us. Tho wind was now 

blowing from the west, aml they placed the fire in that quar

ter, where it burnt down all the grass to the creek, and then 
bore off to the right and left, leaving around our position a 

space of about live acres untouched by the fire. Under cover 
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of this smoke ther succeeded in carrying off a portion of their 

~cad an~ wounded. In the meantime, our party was engaged 

in scraprng away tho dry grass and lca,os from our wounded 

men and baggage, to prevent the fire from passing over them; 

and likewise in piling up rocks and bushes to answer tho pur

pose of a breastwork. Thoy now discovered they had failed 

in routiug us by the fire, as they had auticipated. They then 

reoccupied the points of rocks and trees in the prairie, and 

commenced another attack. The firing continued for some 

time, when the wind suddenly shifted to the north, and blew 
very hard. 

"W d" e now 1scovered our dangerous situation should the 
Indians succeed in putting fire to the small spot ~hich we oc

cupied, and kept a strict watch all around. The two servant

boys were employed in scraping away dry grass and leaves 

from around the baggage, and pulling up rocks and placing 

them around tho wounded men. The point from which th 
. d e 

wm now blew being favorable to fire Olll" position one of th 
Indi ' 0 

ans succeeded in crawling down the creek, and putting 
fire to the grass that had not been burnt; but, before he could 

retreat back to his party, was killed by Robert A.rmstrono-. 

"~t this time we saw no hopes of escape, as the fir: was 

comm~ down rapidly before the wind, flaming ten feet high, 
and directly for the spot we occupied. What was to be done ? 
We must either be burnt up alive, or driven into the prairie 

amen~ the savages. This encouraged the Indians; and, to 

make it more awful, their shouts and yells rent the air-they 

at the same time, firing upon us about twenty shots a minute~ 

As soon as the smoke hid us from their view, wo collected to

gether and hold a consultation as to what was best to be done. 

Our first impression was, that they might charge on us under 

cover of the smoke, as we could make but one effectual fire : 
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the sparks wcr".l Oyiug about so thickly, that no man could open 

his powder-horn without running the risk of beiug blown up. 

Ilowcver, we finally came to a determination, had they charged 

us, to give them one fire, place om· backs together, draw our 
knives, and fight them as long as any one of us was left alive. 

The next question was, should they not charge us, and we re

tain our position, we must be burnt up. It was then decided 

that each man should take care of himself as well as he could 

until tho fire arri red at the ring around our baggage and 

wounded men, and there it should be smo~red with buffalo

robes, bearskins, deerskins, and blankets; which, after a great 

deal of exertion, we succeeded in doing. 
"Our thicket being so much burnt and scorched, that it 

afforde<l little or no shelter, we all got into the ri11g that Wal! 

made around our wounded men and baggage, and commenced 

building our breastwork higher, with the loose rocks from the 

inside, and dirt dug up with our knives and sticks. During 

this last fire the Indians had succeeded in removing all their 

killed and wounded which lay near us. It was now sundown, 

and we had been warmly engaged with the Indians since fmn

rise; and they, seeing us still alive and ready for fight, drew 

off at a distance of three hundred yards, and encamped for the 

night with their dead and wounded. 

" Our party now commenced to work, in raising our fortifi

cation higher, and succeeded in getting it breast-high by ten, 

P. M. We now filled all our vessels and skins with water, 

expecting another attack next morning. We could distinctly 

hear the Indians, nearly all night, crying over their dead, 

which is their custom; and at daylight they shot a wounded 

chief-it being also a custom to shoot any of their tribe that 
are mortally wounded. They, after that, set out with their 

dead and wounded to a mountain about a mile distant, where 
VOL. I.-19 
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they deposited tnem in a cave on the side of it. At eight in 
the morning, t,vo of the party went out from the fortification 

to the encampment, where the Indians had lain the night prc
·vious, and counted forty-eight bloody spots on the grass, where 
the dead and wounded had been lying:x• ..... . 

"Finding ourselves much cut up-having one man killed 

and three wounded, :6:re horses killed and three wounded
we recommenced strengthening om· little fort, and continued 
our labors until one, P. M., when the arrival of thirteen Indians 
drew us into it :\gain. As soon as they discovered we were 

still there, and ready for action, and well fortified, they put off. 
We after that, remained in our fort eight days." 

. The company then set out for San .Antonio, where they ar-
1ned safely, with their wounded and horses, in twelve days.t 

The Mexican goYernment had been, during the year 1831, 
~ollecting the materials that were to burst into a conflagration 
m the_ course of the following year. Blackburn, at Anahuac, 
guarding at once the land from surveyors sent by the state to 
run it off, and the port of Galveston from smugglers, was in 
the vicinity of the most impracticable portion of the Texan 
population. Nor did he seem to use any means to conciliate 
them. On the contrary, his conduct was, in e,ery way, des

potic. Ile compelled their servants to work for him without 
remuneration; ·he took, for his own use, their property ; he de
clared martial law; his soldiers ravaged and plundered tho 
count~y around the fort. On one occasion, a soldier having 
committed an outrage, the citizens, indignant, arrested the 
offender, and inflicted upon him summary punishment. Black

burn thereupon caused some of those concerned to be taken 
and cast into the dungeon of the fort. Of these were William 

* The Indians hnd eighty-two killed and wounded I - Holly p l 72 
t The reader will excuse the length of this account of a 1nodez° Indi~n fight. 
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B. Trans, Patrick II. Jack, and Monroe Edwards-the latter 

since as notorious for his crimes as the former for his defence 

of the rights of Texas. 
Those multiplied wrongs could no longer be borne. The 

people of Trinity flew to arms, and, to the number of sixty, 
under the command of Colonel Francis W. Johnson, marched 
to the fort at Anahuac, to demand a release of the prisoners 
and a redress of grievances.* Blackburn at first declined the 
negotiation ; but, finding them in earnest, and the place already 
invested, and some little fighting having ahcady occurred, he 
agreed to their proposition, provided they would first retire 
some miles from the fort, and deliver up the prisoners they had 

taken. They retired to Turtle bayou, where they awaited his 
compliance. Their retirement gave Bradburn an opportunity 
to secure some military stores from a house they had occupied, 
and to notify Colonel Piedras, commandant at Nacogdoches, 
and Colonel Ugartachea at Velasco, of his situation. While 
the Texans were waiting at Turtle bayou, for a compliance on 
the part of Bradburn, they held a public meeting, and drew up 
a paper, setting forth tho arbitrary and unconstitutional con
duct of Bustamente ;t and also their adherence to the consti
tution of 1824, and their determination to support it. They 
innted all the people of Texas to co-operate with them, and 

* The different accounts of this affair are verj conflicting: Foote, vol ii., P· 
16; Kennedy, vol. ii., p. 6; Holly, p. 322; Dewees's Letters, p. 142. 

t The meeting Willi held on tbe 13th of June, 1831. -Holly, p. 323. The list 
of grievances and resolutions are given in Edu:ard, p. 186-1S7. The resolu
tions, inter alios, declare-that "we view with feelings of the deepest inte.rest 
and solicitude t.he firm and manly resistance which is made by those patr,ote, 
under the highly-talented and distioguished chieftain Santn Aona, to the numer
ous encrol\chments and infractions which have been made by the present ad
mioislrntion upon the laws and constitution of our beloved nod adoptei coun• 
tr ." By the Inst resolution they invited all the people of Texas to co-operate 
w~h them in the "correct enforcement lllld interpretation of the constitution 

and law. according to theit· true spirit.• 
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sent a committee, with a copy of their proceedings, to lay the 
same before the proper Mexican authority in Texas. 

In the meantime, Colonel 13radburn, having made his ar
rangements, eschewed the agreement he had made with the 

Texan forces, and set them at defiance. Exasperated at this 
treachery, the latter despatched messengers for reinforcements. 
They sent to Velasco for artillery, but Colonel Ugartaohca 

w~uld not allow it to come. IIowever, a company under Cap
tam .A.b~er Kuykendall shortly arrived from San Felipe, and 
others, m smaller detachments, came in from the Trinity; and 

they soon found themselves two or throe hundred str· Th . . . ong. 
ey took then· position at Taylor White's, six miles from 

Anahuac. 

By this time, Colonel Picdras, with part of the forces from 
Nacogdoches, and fifty or a hundred Shawnee and Cherokee 

Indians,* was advancing to tho relief of Colonel Bradburn. 
The T~xans, learning of his approach, sent a committee to 
meet ~im, and lay bef?re him the conduct of Bradburn. Colo
nel Piedras was a gentleman of mild manners loyal to h" . . , 1s gov-
ernmen_t, and of a conc1liatory·disposition. He listened to tho 

co~plamts of the colonists, and granted their requests. Tho 
prisoners were released, and Colonel Bradburn sent to Now 
Orleans, whence he returned to Mexico t The " d • ~orccs un or 
Colonel Johnson, havipg achieved the object for which the 
had collected, dispersed to their homes. y 

~uring this ~ear, events had been transpiring in Mexico 
which greatly aided and excused the Texans in their hostile 
movements. The despotism of Bustamente had become into!-

* It is said that lb I d' e O ians were overreach d b p· d 
on the march, they learned h' d• f r e . Y ie raa; nnd thnt when, 
ed him. ts es ma ion was aga10st the Texan11, they desert-

t Foote, vol. ii., p. 18. Bradburn retur d to T . 
He was in one of the rear div· . d ne exas with Snnta Anna in 1830. 

IS!ons, an was not taken. 
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erable. On the 2d of January, 1832, the officers of the garri
son of Vera Cruz pro1tounced in. fa,or of the constitution, and 

drew up an address to Bustamente, denouncing the course fJUr
sued by the government, and demanding the dismissal of his 
ministers::" At the same time the garrison called upon Santa 
Auna to assume the command. In fact, he was secretly at the 
head of the mo,ement. Ile repaired immediately to Vera 
Cruz, and took the command. Bustamente sent a force, under 
General Calderon, against the insurgents; but they failed in 
their object, and retired. The troops at Tampico, and then 

• the state of Zacatecas, joined Santa .Anna. Soon he became 
strnng enough to march upon the capital. But it was not un
til November of this year that Bustamente, seeing himself 
deserted, and Santa .A.nna approaching with a powerful army, 

resigned his authority, aud fled from Mexico. 
The people of Texas, selecting from the plans presented by 

the Mexican factions, were ever ready to adopt the most lib
eral ; and though, in the beginning of the emeute at Anahuac, 
they did not have in view the support of any of these plans, 
they gladly availed themselves of the plan of Vora Cruz, then 
in progress. Ilcnce their warm and doubtless sincere profes
sions of attachment to the constitution of 1824: and the "heroic" 

* Nile", p. 202. "Whenever a set of people in Mexico become dissatisfied 
from any common cau~, or from mere want of excitement, they begin by utter
ing coruplnint.s nod imprecations against the existing form of government, or it.II 
member., mingled with pmLses of some other system or persons: this, the first 
stage of a revolution, is termed a grilo. If the grilo continues unchecked for 
some days, a public meeting is heh!, in which the grievances nnd modes of re
dress are discussed, and arrnugements are made for expressing them more clearly: 
this second stage is called a pronunciamento. Then comes the pla11, always bear
ing the name of tl1e ploce at which it was concluuw:J. Every large city in Mex
ico has its plan; in wore than one instance the garrison of a litUe post, headed 
by a sergeant, has issued its propositions !or a change of government, nccompa• 
nied by the resolutions of the framers to die in its support. "-JJeuiocratic Re,. 

,icw, March, 1 SSB. 
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Santa .A.nun, who was then fighting, as they firmly believed, the 
battles of the people. 

Lieutcntant-Colonel Dominic Ugartachea, in command at 

Fort Velasco, had a force of one hundred and twenty-five men 
and a small piece of artillery. Ile was subject to the orders 
of Colonel Bradburn, his superior officer. Exception was ta
ken to his refusal to permit the Texans on the Brasos to trans
port _artillery to Anahuac. As early as the 11th of May, a 
meetmg had been held in Brasoria in reference to an :rttack 
upon the post, but the proposition failed}!· .A.gain, another 
meeting was held in the early part of June, having in view the 
same object. The success of Santa Anna in Mexico deter
mined the Texans as to the course they would pursue. 

On the morning of the 25th of June, the Texans, to the num
ber of one hundred and twch-e, under the command of Captain 
John Austin, approached Fort Velasco, and made a formal de
mand of the surrender of the place ; promising, if the summons 
was obeyed, that the soldiers should retire with their arms 
provided they should be sent out of Texas. The summon; 
being totally disregarded, Austin made his preparations for an 

attack. A schooner, lying aground above the fort, was dis
lodged and set afloat ; and forty Texans, under the command of 
Captain William I. Russell, were placed on board of her. She 
was supplied with a light piece of artillery, an abundance of 
ammunition, and floated down and moored close to the bank 

' near the fort. The land-forces of the Texans were marched 
to within twenty-five paces of the fort, when the engagement 

commenced. The Texans were much exposed; but the artil
lery in the fort, which 1as directed against tho schooner, over
shot t~em. The Texan rifles, however, were very fatal to 
those m the fort. .A. Mexican soldier who raised his head 

* Foote, vol. iL, P· 19. "By one vote," aays Foote. 
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abo,c the parapet seldom escaped. The action having begun 
in the night, but little execution was done until daylight on 
the morning of the 26th. At ono time during the fight, the 
Texan fire from the schooner was so fatal, that the Mexicans 
rushed out of the fort to take the vessel, but the fire of the 
besiegers from the land-side drove them back with loss. At 
lcnrrth after a blood,, contest of eleven honrs, tho :Mexicans 

;:, ' J 
exhibited the white flag, and capitulated. Tho enemy wore 
depi-i'ved of their arms, furnished with provisions, and set at 
liberty:* The loss of the Texans in this battle was seven 
killed and tweuty-sc,en wounded; that of tho Mexicans, thirty-

-five killed and fifteen wounded. 
At the beginning of the military display in Texas, the Mexi-

can commandants had written home that the object of tho Tex
ans was a separation from Mexico ; and these reports 1·eceived 

credit among the officers of the "Liberating army ."t Colonel 
J os6 Antonio Mexia, with a squadron of five vessels, having 
on board four hundred men, sailed from Tampico with orders 
to reduce :Matamoras, then in possession of the partisans of 
Bustamente, and afterward to chastise the Texan revolters. 
.A.rrivina at Brasos Santiago, he came to an agreement with 

b • 

Colonel Guerra, the commandant at }Iatamoras, who was m-
duced to espouse the cause of Santa Anna; and, on tho 14th 
l)f July, Mexia sailed for the mouth of the Bro.sos, where he 
anchored on the 16th, bringing with him Colonel Stephen F. 

Austin, on his return from the legislature. 
:Mexia immeuiately addressed a letter to John .Austin, en

closing a copy of the agreement made with Guerra at Matamo-

* Letter of John Austin lo Colonel ::lfexia: Edward, p. 184. . 
t Santa Anna had the commnnd of the first division of this Rrtny, operating 

against Bustamente. :Montezuma, the commandant of Tampico, and the first to 
join Sant.a Anna in support of the plan of 'Vera Cruz, had command of the sec-

ontl division. 
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ras, stating tho object of liis visit to Texas, and what would 
have been his course had the late movements in that depart
ment had for their object its dismemberment from Mexico.* 

Captain .Austin, in his reply, set forth in a manly spirit the 
wrongs of the Texans inflicted by the military, and declared 
the adherence of his peoplo to the Mexican confederation_ 

affirming that " they were Mexicans by adoption, wero so in 
heart, and would so remain; that if the laws had granted to 

them the honorable title of 'citizens,' they wished that title 
should be respected ; and that they should be governed by the 
authorities established by the constitution of the state." 

.All these things being in accordance with the republican 
,iews of Colonel Mexia-for he was a sincere republican-a 

deputation of the citizens of Brasoria waited on him, on board 
the" Santa Anna," autl invited him to proceed with Colonel 

S. F. Austin to the town. They were accordingly conducted 

to Brasorin, where Colonel Mexia was presented by the com
mittee from Turtle bayou with the resolutions of the meeting 
at that place on the 13th of June. The proceedings of the 

day closed with a dinner, in which many sentiments were 
drunk indicative of the temper of the Texans. t 

The ayuntamiento of San Felipe de .Austin took adrnntao-o 
0 

of the presence of Colonel Mexia, and of the political chief of 
Bexar, Dou Ramon ;\fosqucz-who had visited that town for 
the purpose of investigating the difficulties in question-to 
ascertain the sentiments of all tho colonists, and present them 

* See the letter, and Aust iu's reply, in EJ ward, p. 18-1. Captnin John Austin 
was at thnt ~im~ second alcnlJe of the second department of Austin's colony. 
The •ent of Justice was then nt Brnsoria. 

t ~dwnrd, P: 187. Among the toast", Edward gives the following: "TM Re
public ~f Jfez,co and the State& of the N<>rth: They are the same in principle 
n~d object, and need only know ~n,,h other lo be united in feelings and warm 
frtendsb_ip."-" Ooah,dla and Tc:r:a.~: They nre dissimilar in soil, climate, nnd 
producl10ns; therefore they ought to be dissolved." 
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to those functionaries in legal form. This they did on the 

27th of July, 1832. 
After denouncing the calumnies that had been circulated in 

::\Iexico against the loyalty of Texas, the ayuntamicnto charged 
the late outbreaks to " the tyrannical and illegal acts of Colo
nel Bradburn;" they solemnly adhered to the principles of the 
republican party headed by Santa Anna; they disclaimed hav
ing in view any other object than to " contribute in sustaining 

the constitution, and tho true dignity and decorum of the na
tional flag." They further declared that the general and state 
constitutions ought to be religiously observed as the only guar
anty for public tranquillity and national freedom. After de
nouncing a large standing army, and the usurpations of Busta
mente, they ordered that a copy of their proceedings should 
be sent by Colonel Mexia to Santa Anna, a~d a like copy by 

Musquez to the state legislature::" 
Colonel Mexia then returned with his fleet and forces te> 

Matamoras, taking with him such of the Mexican soldiers in 

Texas as were disposed io act against Dustamcuto. Previous 

to his departure, however, he had addressed a communication 
to Colonel Piedras, the commandant at Nacogdoches, asking 
his adherence to the party of Santa Anna. This was refused. 

It was known to the citizens of Nacogdoches that Colonel 
Don Jose de las Piedras was opposed to Santa Anna, and that 
he was at heart a monarchist. His officers were also generally 
adverse to him in politics; but they feared to take any steps 
in opposition to his authority. During the latter days of July, 
1832, the civil authorities of Nacogdoches communicated with 
those of Aes bayou, Toneha, and Bevil; and it was agreed to 

uuitc in compelling tho Mexican force at Nacogdoches to de
clare for the constitution of 182'1, or else to fig! t. Accord• 

* See these resolutions in Ed ward, p. 190. 
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ingly, the troops from these settlements concentrated on the 

last day of July; and, on the night between the 1st and 2d of 

August, tl1ey encamped directly east of the town, and all the 

families emcuated the place. After a conference between the 
ci.il and military authorities, Isaac W. Burton, Philip A. Sub

lett, and Henry W. Augustin, were appointed a committee to 

wait on Colonel Piedras, and present to him the alternative 

agreed on. He chose to fight. The committee reported his 

answer to the Texan forces, then amounting to about three 

hundred men. They elected James W. Bullock, of San Au

gustine, to the commancl, and, at noon on tho :!d of .Aurrust 

marched into Nacogdoches, where they manreuned for :om; 
time, waiting to be attacked ; but, finding that the enemy did 

not show himself, they advanced into the centre of tho town. 

When a little north of the stone house, they were suddenly 
charged by the :Mexican ca,alry, numbering about one hundred 

men. The latter fired and wheeled, and received a round from 

the Texan rifles as they retired. In this charge the Jfoxicans 

killed Don Encarnacion Chirino, the alcalde of the town. The 

Texans then took possession of the houses on the north and 

east sides of the square, and, whenever any of the enemy 

showed themscl ves, they were shot. The Mexicans made one 

sortie in the evening. It was commanded by a young officer 

who was known to be friendly to the Texans and to their cause , 
and who had shown his friendship for them in tho Fredonian 

troub~es of ~827. The Texans spared l1im. With the repulse 
of this sortie, the fighting ceased. During the night, Piedras 

a~d his troops evacuated tho place, leaving behind him his 

k~l~ed and wounded, public stores, and clothing. Ilis ammu
mtion he had thrown into tho wells. 

Colonel James Bowie, who was engaged in this action, was 

despatched, with a few chosen men, to pass by the retreating 
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Mexicans, and give them a warm 1·ecoption as they crossed the 

.Angelina, twenty miles distant. Ile succeeded in this, by ta

kinrr the lower road. As the advanced guard of the enemy, 
co:manded by Sergeant Marcos, rode into the water, and 

stopped to allow their horses to drink, tho Americans fired on 
tho~. :Marcos fell. The Americans then drew back, and tho 

:Mexican troops proceeded on their way to a house on tho hill 
west of the river, where they passed the night. Bowie's men, 

twenty in number, encamped a mile below. Tho next morn
ing, upon a demand to surrender, Colonel Piedras turne~ over 

the command to Major Fra.ncisco ·Medina, who declared imme

diately in favor of tho constitution of 1824.* 
The Mexican loss in this battle was forty-one killed and as 

many wounded, while that of the Texans was but throe kill~d 
and five wounded. The prisoners, three hundred and ten m 

number, were sent, under the care of Colonel Bowie, to San 
Felipe. Colonel Piodras was placed in charge of Captain Asa 

M. Edwards, to be by him delivered to Colonel Mexia at Ana

huac. On the way, Ed wards received nows of tho sailing of 
Mexia for Matamoras ; he therefore took Piedras to Colonel 

S. F. Austin, by whom he was forwat·ded to Tampico.t 
The Texans, in order to reduce the entire department of 

Texas into acquiescence with the measures adopted by them, 

* The chief portion of this account i~ taken from a statement of the late Colo
nel .A. Sterne, dated January 25, 1851. He was in the battle. I have before _me 
the official account made out by Colonel Bullock, dated August 9, 1832. It 1s a 
m~agre affair. Among other things, he says: "At the time we made the _attack, 
about sixty Cherokees, uoder Bowles, well armed and mounted, were in gun
shot. I sent for them, and, after much explanation, they appeared to un_der
etand the object for which we were fighting; stating that they had been deceived 
b Colonel Piedras, who had told them many lies, &c. We, however, doubted 
tl~eir sincerity, nod they no doubt would have assisted him had we not so com

pletely succeeded." 
t This disposition of the prisoners is taken from the "Journal of Asa ?,I. Ed-

wards," oow before me. The numbers of killed and wounded a1·e derived from 

Colonel Bullock's report. 

• 
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began to assemble at Gonzales; but the intelligence arrived 
that the state of Coahuila and Texas had como into tho la * h p n, 
w ~reupon the towns all submitted, and the people returned to 
their homes. 

"Thus ended," says Edward, " the warlike commotions of 
thc~e colonies, on the 2d of September, 1832, just as the in
habitants were informed that their greatest arch-enemy, Gen
eral Teran, and his troops, on their way to Mexico from Mata
moras, had been surrounded by the liberal forces of General 
Montezuma, and that too on the identical plain where the • • 
d' . I . . lilJU• 

~c1ous tu_rb1do lost bis life. Toran, haYing determined within 
lumsolf_ne1thcr to unite with the liberals nor to submit to them 
as a prisoner, retired to a priYate I)lace and fell I • d' . on us own 
sw~r .-app~armg to those who found him, while still alive, 

~s me~~rablo m tho hour of death as he was uncompromising 
m poht1cal life." 

~ Decree of August 11, 1832. This decree was pa•sed b th • 
tat1on (dlputacion pcrrnanente), and was afterward c~nfo- yd ; s~ndmg dcpu
gress, Decrees Nos. 201 and 205. me Y we slate con-
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CHAPTER XX. 

THE 'fexans had thus far triumphed ; but, in so doing, they 
had the a.id and countenance of one of the powerful factions 

which alternately sway the destinies of Mexico, and drench 
her fields with blood. Notwithstanding they were on the pop
ular side, they had been unfortunate in exhibiting to the states
men of Mexico their power. It had been seen that, unaided, 
they had swept their own department of the Mexican soldiery, 
and defied the officers of the customs. It was a lesson not to 

be forgotten. 
The experience of the past few years had satisfied the Tex-

ans that they should be separated from Coahuila. It will be 
remembered that, from 1727 to 1824, Texas was a separate 
province, and in nowise connected with Coahuila, more than 
with any other political division of Mexico.;c• The Constitu
tional Congress of the last-named year had temporarily united 
it with Coahuila; providing, however, by the second article of 
the Acta Constitutiva, that " so soon as Texas should be in a 

* "Under the plan of Iguala and the treaties of Cordova, it (Texas] was euli• 
tled to one deputy in the cortes of the Mexican empire, whioh it was provided 
should be called. When the Constitutional Congress bnd determined to adopt 
the federal form of government, and provided for the election of the convention, 
or coogreso constituyente, to form the constitution, Texas hnd continued in the 
same isolated situation, and was allowed one represeotative, whom it accord
ingly seot."-'.1'hornas J. Chambers's Pamphlet, 1833. 
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situation to figure as a state by itself alone, it should give no

tice of the same to the general Congress for its resolution." 

The Texans had many just grounds of complaint against 

their union with Coahuila. The latter had three fourths of 

the representation in the state legislature; and its population, 

being composed almost wholly of Mexicans, would naturally 

be disposed to keep the former in subjection. Hence the ad

ministration of justice in Texas was neglected; the right of 

trial by jury was postponed; the laws were published in a lan

guage unknown to the colonists; and many other abuses and 

ills they suffered, which, with a state organization of their own, 
they might have remedied::+ 

Having found themselves able to drfre the Mexican soldiery 
out of their territory, the Texans believed their department 

was " in a situation to figure as a state," and took measures to 

call a convention to adopt a constitution, and lay it before the 

supreme Congress for its resolution. Accordingly, after a. 

short notice, the convention met at San Felipe, in October, 

1832, and entere_d upon the discussion of a separ::rte state con-

• stitution. The work was one of delicacy. Two things were 

to be attained: the ill!trument was to be so framed as to pass 

the ordeal of the national Congress, and not come too much in 

conflict with Mexican prejudices ; and it must contain all those 

elements of Anglo-Saxon liberty usual in such cases-such as 

trial by jury, the habeas corpus, the absence of restraints upon 

the rights of conscience, and opposition to a standing army. 

The shortness of the notice given for the assembling of the 

convention, and the absence of a number of the delegates, pre

vented a satisfactory conclusion of their labors. Accordingly, 

after sitting a week, thoy adjourned. What they had done, 

however, was important, inasmuch as the subject was brought 

* Chambers's Pamphlet, 1833. 
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before the public mind; and tho convention which, in the April 

following, met for the same purpose, came together more fully 

instructed and prepa1·ed:x• . . 
The civil war between Santa Anna and Bustamente contin-

ued to rage in Mexico; but after the death of his favo~·ite gen

eral Teran, Bustamente proposed terms of peace, which were 

accepted by Santa A.nna. It was agreed that Pedraza'. tl~e 

lea-ally-elected president of 1828, should be reinstated m lus 

0 ; 00, and that both parties should unite in support of the con

stitution of 1824. The national Congress, however, refused to 
ratify this agreement. The two generals, notwithstanding, en

~orced it and on the 2Gth of December, 1832, placed Pedraza 
' ' b" in the presidential chair. t !laving accomplished this o ~ect, 

Santa Anna retired to a,vait the reward which he expected for 

his patriotic efforts in behalf of the constitution of 1824. 
Thus in the autumn of the year 1832, Texas seems to have 

been a/ peace; and, at the close of that year, the ship of state 

in Mexico appears to have got under way. But these we~·e 

treacherous signs of peace. Already were some engaged 1~ 

forging the chains of slavery, and others in storing up mum-

tions of war. t 
On the 28th of .A.pril, 1832, the state legislature made an 

* Kennedy, vol. ii., p. 18. 
t lb., p. 11. 'fhe convention between SantA Anna and Bustamente _was con-

cluded at Zavalets, on t.he 23d of December, 1832. d' 
d b • t .• • when we find eoch contra ,c-t What relinnce can be place n pon is o11an.' . " 

tions as the following, in regard to the Inst months or 1S32 '.n Texas 1 The 

l · ts ere e-·posed to severe trials at the close or tins yenr. Ilnrdly 
Texan co oms w ~ I t l 

b I. d from the Mexican soldie1·y, when they wer.i t. 1rca e11e, ba<l they een re ,eve • . h • 
wilh a formidable il'rllption or frontier Indians. .Agal11St tl1ese savage~ t cir 

I d hysical resources constituted Lbe sole means or defence, with the 
own morn an P . . r B " 

· f J ss •h•n seventy soldiers mnintain~d by the citizens o exnr. -exception o e • " • d • 
d I •• 14 "F'or a short periou now, Texos enJoye peace, pios-

Ke,me y, vo • u., P· • . • I u ·wd 
·t nd hnppiness. Immigration began to flow m ngam from t 1c nt . ~:~! :nJ Lo strengthen the claims of the province to ndmi~!ou into the Mexi

can confederacy as a coequal member thereof." -Foolt, vol. u., p. 25. 
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entire change in the colonization law. Thoy repealed the gen-, 
eral colonization law of 1825, known as Decree No. 16, and, 

instead thereof, limited the empresas to :Mexicans; modifying 

the terms of sale to Mexican purchasers, extending tho rights 
of colonists, and excluding natives of the U nitcd States:)!- Yet 

they showed some liberality in recognising existing contracts, 

and eYen in extending the time within which some of the em
presarios were to intToduce the requisite number of colonists.t 

The legislature also, at the instance of the Texan delegation, 

introduced tho practice of creating municipalities, and direct
ing the election, by the people, of municipal officcrs.:j: This 

was a point gained-a continuance of that decentralizing pro

cess by which the people were extracting power from the po

litical ehief::l. These municipal corporate bodies, elected hy the 
people, sympathized with them, and two years afterward be

came nuclei around which they rallied and organized in defence 
of their rights. 

In the midst of all these scenes, Colonel Austin was calm. 

His object was to consummate his great work. H'o desired 

that his colony should live, and grow, and prosper. At the 

same time he wished it to be free; and, although he foresaw, 

as did all men of discernment, that a people of the elc'vated 

and independent character of his colonists could not and would 

not long lfre in subjection to the changing, antiquated system 

of government followed by Mexican statesmen, yet, before the 

separation came, he wished to see his people in their manhood 

-able to grapple with an enemy who would not easily surren
der so great a JJr~ze. 

The statesmen of Mexico looked at these scenes with very 

different eyes. They would gladly have cherished Texas, and 
conferred upon,her many favors; but they wore afroid of her. 

* Decree No. 190. t Decree No. 192. t Decree No. 196. 
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Tho .Anglo-S::.xon love of liberty-the lofty bearing of the 

humblest of tho colonists-their enterprise, intelligence, and 

abhorrence of the bloody scenes of Mexico-and their general 

contempt for the Mexican rulers-made them an ol,ject of 

dread to the supreme government at the capital. The acti,·e 

mo'l'"ements of the summer of 1832 began to attract tho atten

tion of the people of the U nitetl ~tatcs, a11d the lorn of adven
ture drew to the colonies many enterprising and daring spirits. 

These, by the prominent stand they took in Texas, increased 

this dread. 
Among the new-comers into Texas in tho year 1832 was Sam 

IT ouston, late governor of the state of Tennessee, a man of ex
traordinary fortunes. By birth a Virginian, but brought up in 

Blount county, among the mountains of East Tennessee, he ,ol
unteered at an early age as a soldier in the army; was pro
moted to the rank of lieutenant; fought at the battle of the 

Horse-shoe, in which he was severely wounded ; returned to 

Tonnessee, where ho attracted the attention of General Jack
son, and was taken into his military family; was appointed 

Indian aO'ont for the Cherokees; he afterward studied law, 
"' 

was elected attorney-general for Tennessee, and major-general 

of the state militia; represented the Xashville district in Con

gress; was elected go,ernor of the state; married-which 
soon proving unfortunate, he resigned his office of governor, 
and in April, 1829/· went into ,oluntary exile, among those 

* Houston wns appointed second lieutennnt in the 39th regiment of infantry, 
bv Pr.,~idcnt Madison, on the 20th of .April, 1815, "to rank as such from tho 
20th of May, 181-1 ;" and first li~utcnnnt jn the !st regiment of infantry, by Presi
dent ll!onroe, on Lhe 5th of March, 1818, "to rank as such from the 1st of lliny, 
181".." In November, 1817, he was appointed sub-agent of tho Cherokee In
dit1ns. On tho 14th of December, 1821, he was elected major-general of the 
middle division of Tenne•see militia. In .August of the years 1823 and 1826 he 
was elected a representative to Congress; and in August, 1827, he was chosen 
governor of tbe stale of Tennessee. 

YoL. I.-20 
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Cherokee Indians for whom he had been agent twelrn years 
before. But they had been removed, and in 1829 were living 

on the Indian lands near Cantonment Gibson. Ilouston had 

been adopted by the chief John Jolly, and on the 21st of Oc

tober of the above-mentioned year was admitted to the rights 

of citizenship,* by an official act of the authorities of the na

tion. .Among these people he subsisted by trade, making an 

occasional trip to the older states until 1832. During the time 

of his exile, the papers were filled with stories in regard to the 

gigantic projects he had in view. At 011c time he was repre

sented as intending to join :Mexico against the Spanish inva

sion of 1829. At another, it was said that he intended to re

treat into the Rocky mountains, and engage in the fur-trade. 

Again, that he intended to invade and detach Texas from the 

Mexican confcdora.cy-one account stated, with the Cherokee 
Indians; another, with adventurers gathered from all parts of 

the United States, meeting at a rendezvous in A.rk::msas. All 

these reports wore equally untrue. Houston, stricken with a 

grief strictly private, and of which the world knew not, had 

gone from society to find a resting-place for a troubled spirit. 

Time alone could restore his mind to its wonted elasticity. It 
may well be supposed that, during that period of depression 

and gloom, ho was hatcliing no treason against the Union, nor 
was his mind employed in any such gigantic projects. These 

reports, howover, had spread far and wide. They had reached 

* The instrument snys: "In consideration of his former acquaintance with 
and services rendered to the lodinns. and his present disposition to improve 
their condition nod benefit their circumstnnces, nnd our confidence in his integ
rity and talent<!, if he shoulcl remain among ns-we, as a 4ommittee appointed 
by order of the principal chief, John Jolly, do solemnly, firmly, and irrevocnbly 
grant to him for ever all the rights, pri•ileges, and immunitieg, of a citizen of the 
Cherokee nntion, &c..... "WALTER WEBBER, Prea't Com_ 

"A.Ano:, PntcE, V:ce-Cl,ief 
"Jon!i Bnow!i, C:erk. 

".ArPnoVED, JOIIN JOLLY Pri11cipal Chief." 
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tho oars of President Jackson. A. lettei· from him, dated at 

Washington city, June 21, 1829, shows that ho disboliernd 

them: "It has been communicated to me," said he, "that you 

had the illegal enterprise in view of conquering Texas ; that 
you ha<l. declared you would, in loss than two years, be emperor 

of that country, by conquest. I must ha\·c really thought you 
dcraugo<l to have believed you had such a wild scheme in con

templation; and particularly, when it was communicatecl that 

tho physical force to be employed was tho Cherokee Indians! 

Indeed, my dear sir, I can not believe you have any such chi
merical, visionary scheme in view. Your pledge of houor to 

tho coutrary is a sufficient guaranty that you will never engage 
io any eutorprise injurious to your country, or tl1at would tar

nish your fame."·* 
In December, 1830, President Jackson received a letter from 

a Dr. Mayo, stating that ll9uston had imparted to him his do

sign of conquering Texas by means of the "Iudians in the Ar

kansas territory, and recruits among the citizens of tho United 

States." Tho president, on receipt of this lotter, wrote confi

dentially to William Fulton, secretary of state for Arkansas, 

at Little Rock, stating tho intelligence ho had received, and 

that, although he " believed the information was erroneous," 
yet such was Ms detestation of the criminal stops alluded to, 
that he wished him to watch the course of things, and keep 

* An eloquent passage from this snme letter will not be unacceptable: "My 
nffiietiun wns g1·ent, nnd ns mud, as I well coulJ benr, when I pnrted with you 
on 1111· 18th of Jnounry lnst. I then Yiewed you ns oo the brink of hnppiness, 
and r,·joice<l. About to be united io mnrringe to n beautiful young lady, of nc• 
compli,hed manners nnJ of respectnble connections, and of your own selection 
-y,111 the governor of the state, nod holding the affections of the people: these 
wer<· your prospects when I shook you by tht !1R11d und bade you farewell/
You c·an well jndgc of my a,toui•hment nnd grief in receiving a letter from yo11, 
dnte<l at Little Rock, A. T., 11th of May, conveying the snd intelligence thnt you 
wer,· tli,•n a private citizen,• an exil~ from your countryr Whnt reverse of for• 
tun,• I How unstnlile nre nll liumnn affoi1'S I" 
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him coni:,tantly a(hised of any such movements. Colonel Ful
ton made the prnpcr inquiries, and informed the president that 
there were no such hostile moYements on foot in Arkansas 
again1st Texas ot· :Mexico." This correspondence obtained con
sequence from the use made of it by Ex-President John Quincy 
Adams in 1838. 

As to the time when Jioustou first determined to come to 
'l'exai-, it is u!'elcss to inquire: it i~, however, tolerably certain 
that he did not determine to make it his home until 18:33. As 
early as the autumn of 1829, he received strong solicitations 
from his friends to immigmtc hithcr.t It was on the 10th of 
Dcccmhcr, 18!32, that he first crossed Red river, neat· Jones
borough, on his way to Nacogdoches. IIe had two objects in 
Yiew: fir:-t, to act as a confidential agent of tho government of 
the United State~ in looking into the condition and cli:;position 
of tho Indian tribes, particularly the groat nation of the Ca
manche;.; and to examine into the character of tho country, 
with a view to its Yalue to the United Btates should they pur
chase it. His second object was that of an agent for claimants 
of land~. In furtherance of tho first ohject, he was furnh,hed 
by the flecretary of war with a passport requesting all the tribes 
of Indians, "whether in amity with tho United States, or, as 
yet, not allied to them by treaties," to permit him to pass freely 
through their territorics.t He was also furnished with secret 

* Ree these letter• in the "Extra Globe," July 21 and September 13, 1838. 
Aleo in John Qaincy Adams's speech in the house of repre!!cntntive~, from June 
16 to ,July 7, 1838. 

t Letter• of Juhn A. Wharton nnd Lconnrd W. Groce, October 2,5, 182,. 
\V-harton Mys: "I therefore request you once more to visit Tcxn•. It is a fine 
field for enterprise. You cnn get n grunt of land, and yet be enrroundc,l 1,y 
your frien,lt; nnd whnt tnay not the • coming on of time' bring nbout 1" - "I n111 
now on my way to Texn•, in company with my brother and his ln,ly, M,,jor 
Boyd, nnd ~Ir. Groce." 

t Passport, August 6, 1882. 

-

r 
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instructions to induce those Indians who hu.d come to Tes.as 
from tho United States to return::. 

Between Jonesborough and Xacogdoches, Houston founu 
but two houses. After remaining a while at the latter place, 
he proccecleu to San Felipe, with a viov.· to meet Colonel Aus
tin; but the latter was not at home. Ilom,lon, after partaking 
of a Chrit-tmas-uinuer at San Felipe, set out for San Antonio, 
in company with Colonel James Bowie. Arri,·ing there, he 
made the acquaintance of Ilcrumcndi, the vice-governor of the 
state, :mu father-in-law of Bowie ; also that of Ruis, tho )Ioxi
can commandant. llaYing stated his object, with their permis
sion 110 held a consultation with lho Camanche chiofo, and dis
tributed to them medals. Ile thou returned to l\acogdochcs, 
by way of San Felipe, where ho reported himself to Colonel 
Austin, and. mauc his acquaintance. t At ~acogdoches, Ilous
ton was urged by tho American residents to settle among them, 
which ho partially promised, and shortly afterward concluded 
to do. On hi:, r\lturn to :Xatchitochcs, he reported to the presi
dent, and also to the commissioner for Indian aifoirs.:j: 

:Xotwithstancling the consultation with the Camanche chiefs 
was held in the presence of the Mexican officers at ~au Anto
nio, and through their interpreter, and they were distinctly in
formed that the olijcct of the United States was to get them to 
meet commissioners o.t Cantonment Gibson to mn,kc a treaty 
of peace, yet a fooling of jealousy prevented the consummation 
of that desirable end. Although the authorities at San Anto
nio did not openly oppose it, they did not aid it, but, on the 
contrary, by their conduct and oLjcctions prevented it.II 

* Th~ :Mexicans were complaining of these intrusions of tl,c Inilians. They 
were in violation of the thirty-third article of the trcnty of friendship between 
th~ two countrics.-B.ue. J)oc., Smale, No. 14, 32d C:ongreu, 2d ~11ion, P·., 

t Letter to Guy :M. Dryan, Xovember 16, 1852. 
t See App~ndi:.: No. 1. 
I lloueton to the Secretary of War, July 30, 1883. 
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The Indians along tbe Texan frontier were generally mis

chievous. In fact, there was scarcely a. month that passed, 

but some murder or roubery was perpetrated hy them. The 

year 1832 was not an exception. Ilence it was some consola

tion to the Texans that, during that year, the different tribes 

had a good deal of fighting among themselves, especially a 

great battle between the Camanches and Shawnees, in which 
the former were badly defeated.❖:• 

According to the federal constitution of 1824, the legisla

tures of the seYeral :Mexican states were required, ou the 1st 

day of September, 1832, to vote for president and vice-presi

dent of the republic. This, it appears, they did not do until 

the 29th of March, 1833.'t Santa Anna was elected president 

without opposition. Ile took his seat on the lGth of :May fol

lowing, the most popular man, with the exception of the Yiccroy 

Jose Galvez, that had occupied the national palace. A hero 

of the revolution of 1821, the conqueror of the tyrant Ituruide, 
the friend of Victoria, the victor over Banadas in 1829, and 

the supposed unyielding friend of the republican constitution 
of 1824, he declared, in his inaugural address, that it had been 

the object of his life to secure to ~foxicans the full enjoyment 

of their rights, and to break the triple yoke of ignorance, tyr-

* In 1832, a pn1ty of five huudred Camatlches cali1e into San Antonio. .At 
that time a party of Shawnee[\ twenty-five in number, were encamped in the 
hills, about thirty-five miles north of lhe town. .A Camanche Indian aLLempted 
to cnrry off one of the Shawnee women, who was in the town. She fled to her 
people, gave them information of whnL had occurred, and they prepared nu nm
bush for their enemies at a point where they expected them to encamp. Tho 
Camancbes came as anticipated, and took off their pnck>1- Just at this tirne the 
Shawnees opened a fire on them; and, though they rallied often, so dendly wus 
the fire, and so secure the position of the at!Rcking party, thnt the Cnnrnnches 
at last fled, leaving one hundred and seventy-five ~nd on the fielJ I The dis
comfited party returned to San .Antonio, and the Mexican authorities 8eut out a 
large for<le to assist them.-Telegrapli and Texas Regi.ter, A«gust 14, 18!39. 

t Mexican Constitution, SecLion 7, Article 79: Niles's History of Mexico, 
p. 204. 
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anny, and nee; that he would attend to tho interests of edu

cation; and that his administration, like his own character, 

should be mild and tolerant. Such were his professions, and 

such the happy auspices under which he assumed the reins of 

power. In making these professions, he seems to have exhib

ited his contempt for the Mexica.n people, for he seized the first 

occasion to give the lie to all he hacl said! 
In the meantime, on the first of March, 1833, the people of 

Texas had renewed their election of delegates to the postponed 

conYention to frame a constitution. The Mexicans did not 

participate in this election, because it had not been ordered by 
the political chiefs. The delegates asseml.Jled on the first of 
.April following, at San Felipe. A hotly of more distinguished 

men had not met in Texas. Among them were Branch T. Ar

cher, Stephen F. Austin, David G. Burnet, Sam Houston (one 

of the five delegates from Nacogdoches), J. B. :Miller, and 
William H. Wharton. The latter was chosen president of the 

convention. The members entered upon their labors in ear

nest. The requisite committees were appointed: among them 

were the important committees on the constitution, and on a 
memorial to the supreme government of :Mexico. Sam Ilous

tou was appointed chairman of the first and David G. Burnet 

of the second named committee. The constitution framed was 
a model of republicanism, with now and then an indication, 

however, that some clauses were inserted and some principles 

retained to please the Mexican car. The right of trial by 
jury, the writ of habeas corpus, the right of petition, freedom 

of the p1·ess, direct and universal suffrage, and all those clauses 

usual in a bill of ~·ights, were inserted. On the subject of reli

gious liberty, however, they were silent. 
A con,;i<l.erable debate was had ou the subject of the banking 

clause. B. T . Archer was in favor of, and Sam Ilouston op-
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posed to allowing them. The latter prevailed, and it was 

declared by tho convention that no bank, or banking institu

tion, or office of discount and deposite, or any other moneyed 

corporation or banking establishment, should ever exist under 

that constitution::t 
The conYention completed its labors, and adjourned on the 

13ih of April. The memorial to the supreme go,ernmcnt was 
drawn up by David G. Burnet. It is an excellent document, 

and delineates wiih forcible elegance and correctness the un

happy position of Texas. t There were other matters claiming 

the attention of tho con,ention. Unprincipled men, for the 

sake of gain, l1ad been engaged in the piratical practice of im

porting ncgrocs from Africa into Texas; and, though some of 

them had been arrested and hung by tho British cruisers, the 

business still continued. Strong resolutions were offered and 

passed prohibiting this traffic. 

It was necessary to select delegates to present to the supreme 

government the wants and wishes of the people of Texas. Ste

phen F. Austin, William II. ·wharton, and J . B. Miller, were 

chosen for that purpose, the former by the largest vote. They 

were inslructcll to present to the central government, not only 

the application for a separate state organization, but also for 

the repeal of the odious decree of April G, 1830, proh.ibiling 

nati,,es of the United States from emigrating to Texas; also 

the enactment of a law establishing regular mails in Texas, the 

defence of the colonies against the Indians, a.nu the regulation 
of the tariif.:j: 

For various causes, Austin was the only one of the commis

sioners that went to Mexico. He set ont shortly after the 

*Seethe constitution of 1833, in Edward, p. 196. 
t See Appendix No. 2. 
+ Victor Blnnco to the Governor of Coahuila and Texas, October 6, 1834, MS. 
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adjournment of tho convention, and rcachca. tho capital in time 

to sec it the sceno of confusion and intrigue. As his stay in 

Mexico was lengthy, and greatly prolonged br political events, 
it will be proper to refer to them in this place. 

On tho first of J unc next following the installation of Santa 

Anna, General Duran pronouncecl in favor of the church antl 

the army-that is, a. strong government-at 1.ho same t.imo 

nominating Santa Anna as dictatoP. It has been suggested 

that Santa Anna was at the bottom of this movement, though 

without any other CYidcncc ihan that of his subsequent conduct. 

He sent out a strong force, under the command of Arista, for 
its suppression, accompanying the expedition in person. On 
the march, Arista himself declared for the plan of Duran, and 
secured tho person of the prcsiu.ent, at the same time proclaim

ing him dictator. This declaration was echood back from the 
army in lhe city. But Gomez Farias, a civilian, and an honest 

supporter of the constitution of 1824-the vice-president, and 

acting as president. in the absence of Santa .Anna-suspecting 

that the latter had some hand in this ma.tier, proceeded, with 

the aid of Lorenzo de Zani.Ia, then governor of Mexico, to 

raise a force of republicans, and in a short time put clown this 

attempt upon tho constitution. Santa Anna appears to have 

remained a willing captfre in the hands of Arista. It was 

only when he found that the movement was abortive, that he 
pretcudc<l to escape from his captors, and returned to the capi

tal.'" Al'ista was pardoned, and Duran banished. This little 

farce is an epitome of the life of Santa Anna, and co-ordinate 
with the :Mexican mind. 

Upon these new laurels Santa A.nna retired to his estates, 

leaving the government in the hands of Farias and a republi

can Congress. The country was deeply in debt, the revenues 

* Niles, p. 20-i ; Kennedy, vol. ii., p. 24. 
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were exhausted: the active means and resources of the nation 
had fallen into the possession of the clergy. To lighten tho 

public burden, the army was reduced ; and, to raise fut'Lher 

means to meet the public wants, a part of the revenues of the 

church were appropriated. These admirable decrees of the 

Congress were duly approved by Farias. Tho church was 

thereupon at·oused, and, uniting with those opposed to the fed
eral form of goYernment, poul'Cd in their petitions for the re

peal of these laws. Santa Anna, wl1ilo in his retirement, medi

tating on his ambitious projects, had determined in his mind 

to abandon the republican party, overturn the constitution, and 

establish an absolute goYernment. IIis instruments to be used 

for the accomplishment of these cuds were the church and the 

army-acting at once on tho superstitions aml fears of the 

people. Hence he gave countenance and encouragement to 
these petitions, and openly expressed his dislike for Farias 
and his administration. 

While Sarita Anna was thus fanning the flame of a civil war, 

in which he expected to reap the principal harvest, Austin, tho 

faithful rcprescntati\·e of Texas, was endeavoring in vain to 

obtain the action of the goYernment upon tlle matters by him 

laid before it. Ilis petitions were referred to a committee of 

Congress, where they slept, while a revolutionary contest was 

raging in many parts of the rcpulJlic, and especially about the 

capital::<· To add to the confusion, the cholera broke out with 

great virulence, and in a few weeks carriecl off ten thousancl 

of the inhabitants in the metropolis alone.-t The epiclomic hacl 

deranged the meetings of Congress ; and so desponding were 

the hopes of Austin, that, in his letter of tho 2d of October, 

* Austin's letters of lhe 14th of August nnd the 2d of October, 1833. 
t It also ex_tended lo 1'exa,, where it made fearful inroads among her scRt

tered popul~•wn. Among the victims were the gnllnnt Johu Austin nud Asn M. 
Edwnrds. 

,. 
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1833, to the municipality of Bexar, he recommended that all 
the municipalities of Texas should unite in organizing a state, 
under the prnvisions of the Acta Constitutiva of ~fay 7, 1824, 

and, hy union and harmony, prepare for a refusal of their ap
plication by the supreme goYernment. Ile further addsed 

them that, if they did not take matters into their own hands, 
Texas was ruinetl for ever. While this letter was on its way, 

Austin succeeded in procuring the repeal of the law of April 
6, 1830, prohibiting natiYes of the United States from immi

grating hither as colonists, and set out for home on the 10th 

of December, 1833. Dut bis letter of the 2d of October was 
trnnsmitted by the municipality of Bexar to Vice-President 

Farias, who, finding in it what he beliernd to be treasonable 

matter, despatched an express for Austin, had him arrested at 

Saltillo, and taken back to Mexico and imprisoned. 
Farias, thougl1 in principle a republican, was not accustomed 

to the freedom of speech natural to the Texans. In the Octo

ber previous, Austin had told him very plainly tha,t the Texans 

had determined, if the federal government did not remedy the 

evils which threatened them, " to remedy them themselves, 
without waiting any-longer-on the ground that self-preserva

tion rendered such a step necessary, and would justify it." 

Farias construed this into a threat and personal insult; and, 

though he had become partially rccouciled to Austin before he 
departed on the 10th of December, the letter to the corporation 
of Bexar renewed and increased his exasperation.* 

.Austin was shut up in prison on the 13th of February, 1834, 
where he remained in close confinement for three months, ex

cluded from the use of books 01· writing-materials, or even the 

light of day. 

We will now turn our attention to the state legislature and 

* AusLin's leLter of August 25, 1834. 
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its proceedings. This body, having met on tho first of January, 

1833, reaffirmed its recognition of Pedraza as president of the 

l'epublic; at the same time it declared thaL tho state would 

not support any agreement ( convenio) tending directly or indi

rectly to attack the federal form of go\·enunent and the state 

sovereignty. It further declared that it recognised as the wil 

of tho nation only what was appro,ed by a majority of the 

legislature::;.-:f It shortly aflcr proceeded to attack tho right 

of petition, and declared that any person or corporation, who as

sumed the ,oice of the people by making any petition, usurped 

the rights of society, and excited disorder. More than three 

persons were forbidden to join in a petition! The entire la\v 

is .an attack upon the liberties of freemen :t but we must see 

and know the people of Coahuila before we pronounce too 
strongly against the legislature. 

On the 9th of March following, the legislature carried into 

effect its previously-expressed determination to remove tl1c seat 

of govcmmcnt to ~Ionclorn, and ordered the state officers to 

appear at the latter place by the first of April. This exas

perated the people. of Saltillo, and they were found ready to 

join any party that might rise in opposition to the legislature. 

This feeling was increased, on lhc meeting of that body, by 

the enactment of a decree disbandiug the civic force of thirty 

men at Saltillo which had been supported by the state.t 

Among other things, the legislative body repealed the law 

of tho 9th of A.pI'il, 1832, prohibiting persons not born in tho 

republic of Mexico from retailing goods in the state. JI This 
law had given just cause of ofl'cncc to the people of Texas, and 

its repeal was due to their growing influence. To this inllu

ence may likewise be assigned the law granting to Madero (a 

* Decrees Nos. 205 nod 206. 
t lb., Nos. 214 nod 21G. 

t lb., No. 212: Mnrcb I, 1833. 
I lb., No. 217. 
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favorite with the Texans) the exclusive right to na,igato the 

Trinity.* 
During the latter part of the year 1833 began the settlement 

of the colony of Beales and Grant. They had obtained a con

cession for eight lumdrcd families, to be located between the. 

Rio Grande and the Ncuccs. In tl1e last days of December, 
about sixty colonists, under )fr. Beales, reached the new set

tlement, and laid off the town of Dolores, on Las Moras, a 
small stream about ten feet wide and two feet deep. They re
mained there about a year, when they dispersed. They were 

Europeans, and but poorly qualified for such an enterprise. 
Kennedy-himself an Englishman-speaking of tho failure of 

this colony, says it supplied "further evidence of the superi

ority of tho Anglo-A.me1·icans in forming colonies. The North 

Americans arc the only people who, in defiance of all obsta

cles, have struck the roots of ciYilization deep in tho soil of 

Texas. EYen as I trace these lines, I rollect 11pon their prog

ress with renewed wonder and admiration. They arc indeed 
tho organized conquerors of the wild, uniting in themselves 

the threefold attributes of husbandmen, lawgivers, and sol

diers. "t 
The year 1834 was occupied in l\Icxico in changing the form 

of government from that of a republican confederation of statc:3 

to a purely national government, controlled IJy a single man, 

without any other restraint than he mightchoosc to place upou 

his own actions. Farias met the complaints and petitions of 
the clergy and the monarchists by banishment aud tho prison. 

Santa Anna, who had been watching the progress of thin~:-:, 
now discovered that the combined influence of the clergy, tho 

army, and the monarchists, would be sufficient to answer his 

purpose. He accordingly came out from his retreat, and re-

* Decree No. 218. t K~nne,ly, vol. ii., p. 67. 
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sumcd his scat as president of the nation. H was very soon 

ascertained that the Congress would 11ot repeal the obnoxiol1s 

laws lately enacted; and that body, in consequence, became 

,cry odious to the centralists. By the constitution of the re

public, Congress was required to close its scssi~11s annually on 
the 15th day of April, with liberty to continue its sittiugs 

thirty days longer (Sundays and solemn fcstfrals excepted), 

should they deem it necessary, or if the president should re

quire iLY .At the close of its regular session in 1834, Con

gress declared it necessary to sit thirty days longer. This 

period would expire on the 14th of May following. It appears 

that, on the day preceding, Santa Anna notified the members 

that, if they did not disperse, he would use a military force to 

tarn them out of their hall . 'l'he Congress adjourned on the 

14th, declaring that its rights had been in,aded by Santo. Anna. 

The la.tLcr, howeYer, immediately appealed, by a proclamation, 

to the people, setting forth the alleged tyranny of the vice

president Farias and the majority of the Congress.t 

The popularity of Santa Anna gave weight to his address; 

and the consequence was a pronunciamento and plan, drawn up 

at Cucrna.aca, on the 25th of May. It proposed-fh·st, that 

the late laws against the church, and those for the banishment 

of the monarchists, who had taken an acti,o part against tho 

federalists, should he declared void ; second, that the Congress 
should be dismissed, and another conYoncd with power to form 

a new constitution; and, third, that Santa Auna should be sus

tained in carrying into execution the views he had published. 

This plan was almost 11ni,ersally adopted ; but, as it required 

some time to go through a decent formality, and to elect a new 
Congress, we will return to other events. 

* Mexican Constitution, Section 7, Article 71. 
t Democratic Ite,·ie"", April, 18~8, p. 110; EJwnrd, p. 218. 
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The legislature of Coahuila and Texas met on the :1rst of 

January, 1834; and, in default of ihe go-\·ernor and vice-gov

ernor, Councillor Francisco Yidaurri y Villasciior was duly in

·vcstcd with the executiYe functions.-x• The influence of Texas 

was much felt in this body, and the presence of Thomas J . 
Chambers at ~fonclo.a added greatly to that influence. Tho 

new municipalities of Matagorda and San Augustine were cre

ated at this session ;-r Tex.as was divided into three depart

ments, and it was provided that both the Spanish and English 

languages should be used in pulJlic affairs ; an additional rep

rcsentati,c in the lcgi:,,laturc was also allowed her,+ thus giv

ing to Texas three out of eight in that body. .Acting in the 

spirit of Gomez Farias, the legislature did what they could to 
restrain the priYilcges of the clergy: it prohihited the found

ing of edifices IJy charitable donations; also debarring any one 
from disposing of more than one fiftieth of his estate for the 

benefit of his soul; likcwi:;c forbidding the ecclesiastical au

thority from intcr\'Cning fo ciYil affairs, and the bishops from 
making the testament visit (visita tcstamentos),11 It may be 

proper to state here that the political cltiefs, of which Texas 

was to have three, were selected in the following manner: the 

ayuntamicntos of each department named three persons to the 
council of state; if that body approved of them, it nominated 

them to the goYernor, out of which be selected and appointed 

one as political chief for the department. He held his office 
for four yeari;t, and rcceiYed a salary of eight hundred dollars 

per annum.§ 

* Decree of Jo:ninry 8, 1834. 
t D~ct·ee of )lurch 6, 1S31. 8an P11tricio and :Minn were established subse

quently nt the snme s-.~sion. 
i Decree of ~!tu·ch 18, 1834. The new deportment of Texas was that of Bra

aos, having its cnpital nt S,10 Felipe. 
j Decree No. 2G3. 
§ A.l'ticle 147, Constitution of the Stnle of Conhuiln nnd Texas: Decree No. 270. 
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Another <lccrcc, pas~cd at 1his session of the legislntnrc, for 

the salo at auction of ,:want lands, is important for other mat

ters embraced in itY Its proYisions exhibit con:siderable lib

erality. The lands were to be surveyed into labors (one hun

dred and se,·enty-sc,·en acres each), and sold for not less than 

ten dollars each, the purchaser paying down one third in cash, 
and the balance in one and two years. Foreigners were like

wise allowed to purchase; an<l, what had not before been per

mitted, they were allowed a year in which to bring their fami

lies to Texas. But the most important article pro,·irlcd that 

"no person should be molested for political and 1·cligious opin

ions, provided the public order was not disturbed." 

This law for tho sale of Ianrls was in a few weeks dispensed 

with, to make way for more gigantic projects. Tho Mexican 

members of the legislature, who themselves set no value upon 

wild lands, had discovered that the Texans did. As the for

mer loved money, and tho latter real estate, an arrangement 

of interests was mutually effected. At this time the memorial 

sent by .<l.ustin, for a scpara.tion of Texas from Coahuila, was 

still pending before the federal go-vcrnment, and the issue was 

uncertain. The state legislature, fearful of losing tho rich 

lands of Texas without consideration, was disposed to make 

the most of them while it had the power.'t Many complaints 

had been made of the depredations committed by the Indians 

on the Texan frontier. A proposition was therefore made to 

provide a body of raugcrs,:J: and to pay them in lands, for which 
purpose four hundred leagues were to be set apart. The prop

osition passed into a decree; but, in its engrossment, a fraudu

lent alteratb1 was made, by which the cxecuti-vc was author-

* Decree No. 272, Mnrch 20, 183,t 
t Thomns J. Ch~mbers's Pnmpl1let, 1837. 
t Decree No. 278. April 19, 1S34. 
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izcd to sell the lands:½· Accordingly, the lanrls were sold, and 

the settlers on the frontier left to battle with the Indians as 

they had done Lefore. 't 
The great necessity for a well-organized judiciary, and the 

numerous complaints of the Texans on that sul~cct, induced 

the passing of a decree on the 17th of April, 1834, making 

Texas a judicial circuit, divirling it into three districts, and 

prescribing the mode of procedure. The most important fea

ture in this law was the prodsion establishing trial by jury. 
In other respects it was as much assimilated to the rules of 

common-law courts as Mexican pr~juclices would permit. Thom
as J. Chambers was appointed judge of the circuit; but, after 

making efforts to organize tl1c com·ts in the seycral districts, 
such was the confu::;ion incident to the approaching rcYolution, 

that the law became useless. 

The legislature closed its session on the last of April, leav 

ing the government of the state in the hands of Villasenor, the 

acting governor, and the council and standing deputation. 

* In General Chambers's own words: "The nrticle of tho decree relating to 
the subject required, in the first place, that the executi\"e should call out a suffi
cient number of the militia to repress the audacity of the savages, nnd then pro
vided thnt the troops should be pni<l, or rewarded, with \":leant land, in the foJ. 
lowing term•: • Y para pagar 6 prcmiar Ii lo8 milfrianoa podra luchar mano de 
ltu lierraa valdiaa luuta i" cat1tidad de c,uuro cientoa ritfos, REl'ARTL&l<DOSELOS 

bajo la& re,qlas y eo11dici<>1<cs quc esl<lbl,.ca.' The•~ were the terms in which it 
received the sanction of Congresa, nnd, if it had remained thus expressed, the 
executive could never have sold the laud to spceulntors. For repartie11do1eloa 
is a compound word, composed of the participle of the v~rb rcpartir (to divi,fo 
among), nnd the two pronouns se nnd lo•, one of which r~fers to the lan<l and 
the other to the troops; making it obligatory upon the executive to diDide tlie 
land among tl,c /rOQps. But the ingenious member caused the pronoun u, refer• 
ring to the troop•, to be omittecl in engroMing the decree; and it received the 
sanction of lbe executive, and wns published ns a lnw, with the compound word 
chnngcd into reparticndolos, lenviog the executive free to dispose of the four 
hundred Jeni:nes of lnnd, by dh·iding them out, without determining amQDg 
whom."-Pamphlet, 1837. 

t Abstract uf Lnnd-Titlcs, p. 175. 

VOL. l.-21 
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These fullctionaries, on receiving intelligence of tl.e plan of 

Cuerna'\"aca, assembled on the 24th of J unc, and declared that 

tl1e state would not permit the exalted name of religion to 

be inrnkccl within her limits, under any such pretence; that 

the executiYc should take measures to banish from the state 

such as cndeaYorecl to do so; and that he sl1ould not permit 

the troops of the standing army to be introduced into the state 

under any pretence::'" 
On the same day. an extra scs!'lion of tl10 legislature was 

conYoked to meet on tho 11th of August, to take measures for 

the safety of the federal system of goYernment, and for the 

regulation of the 1rnblic treasury, which was exhausted. The 

acting go'l"emor was also authorized to le'l"y and organize such 
numher of tho civic militia as he might deem necessary for the 

defence of that system.t lu a short time, however, the will 
of the nati.on ha.Ying expressed itself so fully in favor of Santa 

Anna and his strong goYernmcnt, the executive of the state 

and his council withdrew their opposition, and declared for the 

dictator.:j: 
Four days prcnous to this, howeYcr (July 19), the town of 

Saltillo issued its prominciamento against the government of 
tho state, and established a goYornment of its own, appointing 

tho licentiate Jose 1l!laria Goribar as go,ernor. At the same 

time it declared all the acts of tho state congress and govern

ment, since the first of January, 1833, to be a nnllity ! II 
Thus a civil war was about to commence in the state. The 

respective parties flew to arms. Tho call for an extra session 

of tho legislature was not oheyed. To add to the confusion, 

a meeting, composed of the ayuntamiento of Monclova, three 

* Laws of Coahuiln and TexRS, p. 278. 
t Decree of June 26, 1834. t lb., July 23, 1884. 
8 Sketch of General T. J. Chambers, p. 82, et seq. 
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members of the legislature, and two of the council, was held 

on the 30th of August, at which tho constitutional governor 

was deposed, and Colonel ,Juan Jose Elguezabal •appointed in 

his stead:« On the next day, Elguezabal issued his proclama

tion, declaring that he had cc taken the administration by the 

free Ruffragc of the representatives of the _people;" and that 

the Rtatc recognil:icd Santa. Anna. as president, and would con

form to whateYer a majority of the national Congress, with his 

appronl, would do. Ile then ad\·ised the two parties of Sal

tillo and :MoncloYa to make pea.ce.t The warlike preparations 

of these rival factions, howcYer, continued. It was only after 

some skirmisl1ing, and tl1c speedy prospect of bloodshed, that 
tho acti11g goYernor, on the part of MoncloYa, and T"icento Cam

pos and Ignacio de Arispe, on tho part of Saltillo, mot at the 
former town, on the Gth of Kovcmber, 1834, and at midnight 

made a treaty of pea.cc. The terms of the agreement were, 
that the question of difference between them should be referred 

to Santa Anna; that, in the meantime, all prisoners and prop

erty taken should he restored, the troops disbanded and sent 

home, and everything placed in the position it occupied before 

the difficulty occurrcd.:j: 
The Texans were not a party to these disgraceful scones. 

They beheld with astonishment iwo petty aspirants claiming 
to be go,·crnor 'Of the state in which tl1ey lived, neither one 

having the least color of a claim to the office! But they were 

not indifferent. The pending confusion had prevented the con

stitutional recurrence of the elections; tho government under 
the constitution was in fact destroyed. Under these circum-

* De~ree of August 30. 183·!. This decree is not published in Carbajnl's col
lection. The fifth article of the decree softens the facts considerably. The go'f• 

ernor is said to be deposed "because of his iofirmitiee." 
t Dated Augnst 31, 1834'. MS. t MS. 
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stances, Jos6 Antonio Vasquez and Olirer Jones, the Texan 

representatives to the state legislature, and Thomas J. Cham

bers, superior judge of Texas, in a short address, dated at 

Monclo,a, on the 1st of September, 1834/ presented to the 

people of Texas the unhappy condition of their affairs, and 

proposed a congress, to meet at Bexar, on the 15th of Novem

ber following, to take into consideration the political situation 

of their own department of the state, and, if necessary, to form 

a prm·isional government. The adoption of this measure, it is 

believed, was prevented by the uncertainty of their- affairs in 

the Mexican capital. Santa Anna, after his resumption of the 

reins of power, on the 13th of }fay, 1834, released Austin f.rom 

the dungeon of the Inquisition, in which he had been confined, 

but kept him in confinement elsewhere until the 12th of June, 
when the military tribunal, to whom his case had been referred, 

decided that they had no jurisdiction over it. It was then re

ferred to a civil tribunal, which also disclaimed juL"isdictiou; 

a like decision was made by the judge of the federal dbtrict 

of Mexico, to whom the case was referred. The matter wa::i 

then submitted to the supreme court of the nation, that they 

might declare what court had jurisdiction. 'fhis body never 

made the decision, nor was Austin eYer tried; neither can it 

be for a moment supposed that he was made to run the round 

of these courts for any other reason than to gain time, and hold 

him as a sort of hostage for the good behavior of Texas. His 

letter of the 25th of .August following, and the flattering atten

tion of Santa. .Anna, show this fact conclusively.t But, after 

the reference of the affair of l\fonclova and Saltillo to the de
cision of the president, and a temporary calm was experienced 

in the state of Coahuila and Texas, Santa Anna found it to be 

good policy to enter seriously into the discussion of the peti-

* Sketch of Th<lmae J. Chambers, p. 31. t Edwar<l, p. 210. 
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tions with which Austin had been charged by the Texan con

Tention of 1833, and to decide upon them. Accordingly, on 

the 5th of October, 1834, the president conYoked a meeting, 

composed of his four secretaries of state, the three rcpresenta
tiYes from Coahuila and Texas, three of his confidential gener

als, Lorenzo de Zavala, and Stephen F. Austin. 'fhc session 

was opened at eleven o'clock in t11e morning. The prnsident 

having stated the topics to which the discussion was limited, 

Austin laid before the meeting the object of his mission, and 
the g,·ounds of his petition. After a discussion which lasted 
three hours, embracing eYery head of the question, and in which 

se,eral of the members participated, Austin urged lastly the 
separation of Texas from Coahuila, and its formation into an 

independent state. This was opposed by the representatives 

of the state in the national Congress, and particularly by Vic

tor Blanco, who spoke last on the subject. Santa Anna then 

resolved-
1. That he would meditate maturely the decree repealing 

the 11th article of the law of the 6th of April, 1830, and, if 

no objections were presented, would give it his sanction. 
2. That a corps, composed of cavalry, infantry, and artillery, 

four thousand strong, should be Rtationed at Bexar, for the 
protection of the coast and frontier of the country, to be under 

the command of General Mexia. 
3. That proper steps should be taken to have regular mails, 

and to remove all obstacles to the agricultural and other in

dustry of the inhabitants, "who arc viewed with the greatest 

regard." 
4. That Texas must necessarily remain united with Coahu

ila, because it had not the elements warranting a separation, 

nor would it be convenient. And, though it might be allowed 

to form a territory, if the inhabitants called for it, yet the dis-
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memhering of a state was unknown lo the )fexican laws, and 

he wonld he at a loss how to proceed. •x• 

Thus was decided all the ma.tters cmlirnced in .Austin's mis

sion. Rtill he wns detninecl in ::\fexico. Ilis continuecl a.b

scncc ncce:,,snrily produced much feeling in Texas. This, added 

to the chaotic proceedings in the state and feclcral gornrnmcnt!-, 

not only excited hut cxaspcra.ted the colonists against )foxico, 

and cYerything that pertained to her. 

Tho reference of the dispute hci\recn Salliilo aml :Monclova 

to Santa Anna. was accepted, and a solution given. It was as 

follows:-

1. Tho seat of goYerument should remain at Mouclova. 

2. Alguezabal Lo continue to act as governor unt;J a new 

election. 

3 . .A. new election for go,·crnor, vicc-goYcmor, and members 

of tho legislature, to be or<lcrc<l for the en tirn statc:j· 

This arrangement refcrrccl tho matter to tho people; anJ, 

although there was no law for the election, it was safo,factory. 

The decision ·was made on the 2d of December, 18:H ; a11d 

Austin hastened io communicate the fact, iu a letter of that 

dato,:j: a.<lrising tho people of Texas to sustain thi::; adjustment 

of their dilncultics by the president. '· ~\.11 is cliango<l," said 

he," since October of la.st year. Then there was no local gov

ernment in Texas; now there is, and tho mosl of your evils 

have been remedied, so that it is now irnportant to promote 

union with all tho state, aucl keep down all kind of excitement. 

All is going well. The president, General Santa. .Anua, has 

solemnly and publicly cloclarcd that he will sustain the federal 

* Yicto: Blanco to lhe Governot· of Coahniln nu,! Texns, October 1.\, 1834. 
t The t,me for the election, un,lcr the constitution, wns the previous ~eptem

~r. Te~aa hn•l elected :\fo.,mi. Austin, Jone,;, and Y nsquez; but 1.he civil wnr 
in Conhu1la hod prevented the electioM there, 

t Austin to :Messrs. Dui-st nod Thorn, MS. 
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rep,-esenlative system, as it now exists, a.ud he will be sustained 

by all parties." 
In tho spring of 183-!, Colonel Juan N. .Almonte, who, after 

hi::; return to Mexico, hacl become <listinguishocl, was sent by 

Santa Auna to yi:;it Texas, and report upon its condition, physi

cal and moral. Ile <levoted some months to this business, 

spending most of his time with his old friend, and the friend 
of his father, Colonel Ellis P. Bean::<• Ou hi::! return, he pub

lishccl so much of his report as was tloemed expedient. In 

that report, he attributes the rapitl advance of tho Texans to 

their industry, and the absence of that civil strife so common 

in :Mexico. Ile e:;timatod the population at twenty-one thou

sand souls,"t though there were doubtless at that time thirty 

thousand. Uc comptttod tho mrn1bor of negroes a.t only eleven 

hundl'ed, when they were undoubtedly three times that number. 

Tho trade of the three chieftaiucics of Texas was estimated as 

follows: Brasos, six hundred thousand dollars, mo:;Lly in cot

ton; the imports about three hw1drod and twonty-firn thousand. 

:lollars : Nacogdoches, four hundred aud seYenty thousand dol

lars in cotton, skins, grain, and cattle; the imports about two 

hundred and
0 

sixty-five thousand dollars: Bexar, only eight or 

ten thousand skins of exports, and a few a1·ticles imported from 

New Orleans-thus making the total foreign trade of Texas, 

in 183-!, about one million, six hundred and eighty thousand 

dollars. 
* ACt•t· the Fredoninn wnr, Colonel Bean ceased to be actively engaged in 

public affair>1. n~ c,mtinued to hold his nppoinlinent as a colonel in the Mexi
cnn service, nn<l wns Indin11 ngeot. Duriug the troubles of 1832, he was sta
tioned with n ,lctacbm~nt of troops nt Fort Teran. UiR coinmnnd was ordered 
to N nc<>~rloches by l'iedros, nncl wPre tnken prisoners by the Texnn-. Benn, 
not wishing to lostl bis coinmi~sion, di<l not tnke part in thnt contest. 

t Population of Texas in 1S3J, by inunicipnlities: Bexar, 2,100; S:1n Patricio, 
uOO; )!ntngordo, 1,400; N ncogdoche~, 3,500; ,lonesborongh, 2,000; Goliad, '100; 
San Felipe, 2,500; Gouznlei<, \JOO; S1111 .Augustine, 2,500; Victorin, 301); Colutn• 
bin, 2,100; Minn, 1,100; Liberty, 1,000. Total populntion, according to Almont~ 

21,000. 
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On the return of Colonel Almonte to )fexico, in the autumn 

of the foregoing year, it was proposed thaL he should agaiJ1 

proceed to Texas, in the capacity of colonial director, and aid 

in introducing a larger numher of :Mexicans into that depart

ment; but the subsequent troubles prm·ented, and he did not 

return till 110 came with tl1c army in 1836. 

It was during the year 1834 that an attempt was made by 

the Creek Indians to obtain a settlement in Texas. Through 
some inITucncc, the chief~ Apothtayoha and Ren Ilawkins came 

to Nacogdochci::, and entered into an agreement to procure the 

lands lying north of that town, which were then under tho con

trol of a Now York company. A part of the purchalle-moncy 

was adrnnced liy the Indians, and further steps were taken to 

complete the title. In the meantime, the report of this project 
having gone abroad, and been made public by the newspapers, 

aroused the American i::cttlcrs, ancl also the Cherokees. Colo

nel Bean, the Indian agent, was consulted; and in a short time 

the public mind became so exasperated, that the matter was 
abandoned. Ilawkins was killed by the Cherokees.* 

* ":September 15, 1835: F. Thorn,prceident; T. J. Rusk, secr;;tary. R~&olved, 
That General Houston be appointed to tnke such stfp• as he mny deem nPcu1snry 
in attempting to nrre~t the progress of one Benjamin llnwkins, who, we have 
every renson to lielievc, is nttempling to introduce a large body of Indians from 
the United States into _Texas."-Procecding., of Vigilanre Oommi.!tt, .Vaco9• 
dochu. 
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CIIAPTER XXI. 

TnE first strictly re,·olutiouary meeting in Texas was held 

at Bexar, on the 13th of October, 1834, in pursuance of the 

recommendation or the representatives and superior judge of 

the department. At this asseml>ly, on motion of Erasmo Se

guin the call for a convention, to meet at Bexar, on the 15th 
of N~vember following, was approved. The proceedings were 
sent to the other municipalities; but, as previously stated, the 

movement did not succeed. .A. meeting followed on the 20th 

of Octolier, at San Felipe, under the auspices of the political 

chief of Brasos, which went further than was at first recom

mended, by proposing a perpetual dissoluliou of the connection 

between Coahuila and Texas. But it appears that the conven

tion of April, 1833, previous to its adjournment, had appointed 
a grand central committee to look after the public interests. 

This committee, considering that the movement was premature 
-that Austin was still in confinement, and bis safety jcop::mled 

by such action-and following his advice, as transmitted from 
Mexico-replied to these proceedings, an<l. recommended ac

quiescence for the present::, 
The Mexican national Congress met on the first of January, 

1835, in pursuance of the plan of Cuernavaca. The central

* See tho arguments of each pnrty in Edward, p. 220, et seq.; Kennedy, vol. 

ii.. p. 64. 
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ists had triumphc<l CYerywherc, except in the two states of 

Zacateeas and Coalnula and Texas. Zacatecas resolved that 

she would adhere to the coustitutiou of 1824, and so instructed 

her rcprcscntalinis. .Among the first acts of Cougress was the 

banishment of Gomez Farias, tho ,icc-presiclenl, who, though a 

rough bclie\'er. was at the head of rcpuulieanism in Mexico. 

.A nothcr act was to declare Zacatecas in a state of rebellion; 

and yet auolhc1·: reducing t11c numLer of the militia to ouc sol

dier for each fh-c hundrccl inhabitants, and di.~anJting the rc

main<lcr. This nrbitrary clccrec was a sufiicicut justification 

of Tcxa;; fur her :;nh,;cqucnt acls.-x• Emry one who knows the 

Texans, or who had heard of them, woul<l ualurally conclu<lc 

that they 11cn:1· \\ ould snbmit to be <liisarmccl. Any gornrn

mcnt that ,rnuld attempt to di:;arm its people is despotic; and 

any people that woulJ submit to it <lc~ervc to be slaves! 

In the meantime. in pur,manec of tho award of ~anta Anna, 

the state of Coahnila and Tex.as proceeded to holtl elections 

for gornrnor. Yice-governor, and members of the legislature. 

Augustin Yicsco. was elected governor, and Ramou :\Insquiz 

vice-goveruor.i' They were both repulilicans; the legislature 

was of the ~aine political character. It may be stated in ad

vance, that, however patriotic those gentlemen asisumed to be, 

they were men ot' easy Yirtue; and, in escaping from under 

the ruins of a falli11g government, they managed to carry off 
more pluu11er than uclonge<l to them. The first c,·iclencc of 

legitiblive corruption appeare<l in a decree1 pa~scd on tho 14th 

of )farch, 18!15, authorizing the goYemor to i-:cll four hundred 

leagues of !Jnu, without ueiug suuject to the proYi::;ions of the 

general colonization law of 18~5. The land::; were shortly dis-

* Dcniuanti,, Tie"iew, A1,1·il, 1838; Kenne,ly, vol. ii.. p. S2. 
f D!!crc:ca X,-.,, ~~)4. Gv, t:rno1· £lgu~zahn1 sent in his l'(>l-ignntion nt tli~ open .. 

ing of tl,o M!l!Siuu; nm!, as the votes for govl!rnor hnJ not ,ct been returned 
Jose :i• C,iutu wns invested with lhe extcutive power fot· the· Lime heiug. ' 
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posc<l of to i;pcculators; but the law itself was al,rogated by 

the general Congress on the 25th of April fullo"Wing::i- The 

town of Saltillo, dc,oted to San ta Anna., and ever ready, since 

the removal of the scat of government from that place, to take 

advantage of any errors committed at llonclova, seized this 

occasion to revolt. Her <leputics retired from the legislature, 

leaving their protest. Ou their retum home, the people of 

Saltillo pronounced. General ~Iartin Perfecto de Cos, com

mandant-general of the ea;;tern slates, gave them aiu and coun

tenance, by a letter to Governor Viesca, suvporting their views : 

and not ouly thi,;, but. he set out, with a bouy of troops, for the 

capital of the state, to enforce the points laid down in his 

leLter ! t 
The legislature, being informed of these facts, passed a de-

cree date<l the , lh of April, authorizing the governor to raise 

sue!: force as he might deem necessary to secure the public 

tranquillity, and to protect the ciril authorities in the exercise 

of their functiou!:l. That body further Jeclarc<l that no portion 

of Lhe standing army tihoul<l be stationed iu the capital, except 

by the express order::; of the presitleut of the nation. 
At the tiroc Sun la Anna <letcrminc<l against the admis,;ion of 

Texas as a state, he held out some hope that he woulcl organize 

it into a terrilol'y. The Texans ilitl not desire this, any more 

than their union will.I Coahuila. HowcYer, the idea h::td Le

come general in the state; and Governor Vieaca, on taking his 

scat, publisheu au a<l<lress, ad rising uuiou between all sections: 

and in a uotc appended to the address it was statetl that 8anta. 

.Anna wil:lhcd to reuucc Tcxac; to the condition of a territory

" lo oeparatc her from Coahuila, in order that the people might 

be considered as foreigner;:;." This address wa::; dated on the 

15th of .April, 1835-for Viesca. did not in fact assume tho 

"Laws anJ Decrees, p. 301. t lb., p. 281-. 
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executive filllctions until that day; but Austin, writing from 

Mexico, Wlder date of the 15th of March, said: " 'l'he territo

rial question is dead. Tho adrncates of that measure arc now 

strongly in fayor of a state go,ornment; and that measure is 

now before Congress. A call bas been made upon the presi

dent for information on tho subject; and I am assured the 

president will make his communication in a few days, and that 

it will be decidedly in fa,or of Texas and tlte state."* 

Thus was Sanfa. Anna temporizing with Texas, through Aus

tin, until he could get the country occupied with his troops. 

Coahuila, at the same time, was courting her regards, and 

urging her to remain as part of the state, while she was heart
ily tired of them both. 

The state government, finding that the transfer of so large 
a body of the public lands of Texas into the hands of specula

lators had produced quite an excitement in the mind of the 

general community, undertook an apology, which was published 

in "La Gaceta del Gobicnw Supremo de! Estado" of the 1st 

of April. Therein it was stated that, by tho defection of Sal

tillo, the treasury of tho state was exhausted, and that the go,

crnment must liave means. Still, this hardly justifletl tho pri

vate sale of four hundred leagues of excellent lands at less 

thau two cents per ncrc ! But much was promised to Texns. 

"For tho satisfaction of the people of Texas," says 'La 

Gaceta,' "and the friends of freedom generally, we ~ill state 

that bills arc now presented to the legislature, and others will 

soon be presented, which will greatly promote the adv-anee
ment and prosperity of that fair portion of our country-such 

as the regulation of the colonization system upon a liberal and 

practicable basis ; the regulation and termination of Indian 

claims and Indian wars; the appropriation of sufficient sums 

* Edward, p. 241. 
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of money out of the proceeds of public lands to establish in 
Texas a state college and good rudimoutal schools ; the settle

ment of all the loose families in Texas; tho decision of all 

laud claims and di"putes; and to put an end to many abuses 

practised upon the people, anu ultimately many other projects 

highly fa,orable to the state in general, and to Texas in par-

ticular." 
Thus were the hopes of the Texans flattered, while they were 

robbed of their fair domain; and thus did this legislatnre ren

der itself worthy to be driven from its lialls by the minions of 
Santa Anna. The fcJ.eral Congress had under consideration 

a. decree of conciliation and amnesty. It proposctl only to ex

tend the act of ol>lirion to a time limited, and to include none 
but nati,·es of Mexico. The state legislature very properly 

recommentled that the provisions of the amnesty should be en

larged, so as to cover the entire past, and also include natu

ralized foreigners::; This suggestion, had it been adopted, 

might have postponed the impending political crisis somewhat 

longer : for Texas, composed almost entirely of foreigners, 

would not otherwise obtain any benefit from the decree. The 

legislature, forgetting tiwhilc its selfish ends, and being witness 

to the scandalous and bloody scenes enacting in the city of 
Mexico, declared, in an address to the federal Congress, that 
notwithstanding plans were formed, and pronuncia71lentos, ac

companied by appeals to anus, constantly occurred, and the 

principles of the constitution and the rights of the people were 
as constantly proclaimed, yet, unfortunately, action had never 

corresponded with declaration ; but that, on the coutrary, dis

trust, discord, and a disposition to persecution and revenge, 

constituted their scttletl course of procedure. That body fur

ther declarctl that it represented a people who were proud of 

* Decree of ApJ'il 8, 1835. 
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having always sustained the constitution of 1824, and .hat they 

would firmly coutinuc to su~tain it. It warned tho federal 

Congress that "reforms," at all t.imes and in all places danger

ous, would then be still more so in Coahuila and Texas; that 

it was bordering on a flourishing sister-republic: and was set

tled hy thousands of inhabitants with whom the changes coutem

plntcd would not agree, as they could not conform to them;·* 

and that such changes would ltiglzly compromit, not only the 

internal peace of the country, hut the very integrity of the 

nation . 

Santa .Anna and his pliant Congress disregarded these pr<r 

phelic warnings. That body, after declaring its own almost 

unlimited powers, proceeded gradually in its work of destroy

iug whn.t little of republican liberty yet remained in the Mexi

can confederacy. In April, the president-dictator set out, at 

the head uf three thousand four hundrcu troops, to chastise the 
people of Zacatccas; and, about the same time, he ordcreu his 

hrothcr-in-law, General Cos, then stationed at ~fatamora.s, to 

proceed, at the head of a suitable force, to disperse the legis
lature at )IoncloYa.. 

Don Francisco Garcia, go,crnor of Zacateca.s, had assem

bled, on the plains of G t1adalnpe, not far from the city, a force 

of fi,e thousand men, with several pieces of artillery. On the 

10th of May, ~anta Anna approached with his army, and sent 

a demanu to the governoi· to surrender. The latter refused 

with spirit. On the next morning, at five o'clock, the battle 

commenced, and, after a bloody engagement of two hours, the 

Zacatcca.ns were entirely routed. Two thousand of them were 

killed, and twenty-seven hundred more were made prisoners. 

All their arms and ammunition fell into the hands of the vic

tors. Santa Anna, with his troops-of whom, according to 

* Laws nnd Decrees, p. 288. 
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his own hulldins, he had scarcely lost a hundred in the ha.tlle 

-marched into the capital of the state, where for two clays 

they were engaged in the butchery of the unfortunate inhabit

ants and the plunder of their city ! 7aca.tccas was oue of the 

wealthiest mining-districts in Mexico. It had likewise been 
one of the earliest and most constant friends of the nn.tional 

revolution, in which it ha.cl suffered greatly. The spirit oflib

crty had taken deep root in the state : lmt this great blow had 

utterly prostrated her, anu submission to the dictator wa.s the 
only altcrnatiYe::f The intelligence of this disaster produced 

a painful sensation in Texas. 
~Ienntimc, General Cos with his force was slowly approach

ing the capital of the state of Coa.huila and Texas. 'fhe legis
lature prepared to meet this invasion of its rights, 11ot by force 

of anns, but by the enactment of laws for extending land-titles. 

It found time, during its last days, to create a hank, to be or

ganized, under the auspices of au empresario, in Texa.s.t Gov

ernor Viesca. called out the militia, to defend the lcgislo.ture; 

but the public mind of the state, especially iu Texas, was so 

thoroughly convinced of the selfishness aud corruption of that 

body, that the stirring appeals of his excellency could not 
a.rouse them. They declared that it was too much to risk 
their blood to sustain those who had wantonly squanuereu 

their lands.:t The legislature, therefore, after passing a de

cree authorizing the proYisiona.l location of the scat of govern

ment at such point as the gornrnor might select, hastily ad

journcu.11 Thus closed for ever, on tho 21:,t day of April, 

* Fit-st official account of the batlle, ;\loy 11, 1835; Xiles's )[exico, p. 207. 
t Dec!'ee, Ko. 308, ; 'Kennedy, vol. ii., p. 89. 
I Decree Ko. 325. The legislature of Conhuila nnd Texas grnnted to Jose M. 

Curbnjnl n license to publish in the Spanish and English languages the laws and 
decrees of the state (Decree No. 819). Through Colonel Cnl'bnjal, n copy was 
proe,ured by the government of Texas, translated by Dr. Kimball, nnJ publiobed 

in both languoges in 1839. 
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1835, the legislature of Coahuila and Texas. It fell by the 

hands of a tyrant, but unpitied by the people. 

The goYernor, having selected Bexar as the future temporary 
capital of the state, collected the arcbi,cs, and sci out on his 

journey thither, with an escort of one hundred and fifty of the 

militia, and some few Texans. After proceeding as far as 

Ilermanos, he returned to lfonclo.a, with a Yicw to surrender 

and make terms with Santa .Anna; but suLseqnently, appre

hending that he would be safer in Texas, be set out on his way 

to that dcµartment, in company with Colonel Milam and John 

Cameron. The party were, however, captured in the mount

ains by the forces under Cos, and started to Vera Cruz. l\Ii

lam escaped at )fonlercy, and the others at Saltillo, and finally 

all reached Texas. Such of the legislators as did not escape 

were imprisoned and banished. The federal Congress after

ward deposed the state authorities, and annulled all the decrees 

of the late session::+ 
We will return to the occurrences in Texas. The people 

of that department were now without a government; (111d it 

devoh-ed on them, either to establish a system of their own, or 

submit to the will of Santa Anna. From their character, the 

latter could not be expected. The national decree, dissolving 

the civic militia, exposed the country to the constant depreda

tious of the Indians, who ha<J already become very troublesome 

and dangerous. As an instance of this, early in 1835, an Ital

ian and seyeral :llexicans, engaged in transporting goods, were 

attacked ht the morning by about seventy Indians, on the road, 

fifteen miles west of Gonzales. The merchants, forming a 

breastwork of their goods, continued the fight till evening. 

But gradually their numbers were thinned by the fire of their 

adversaries, till they were no longer able to defend their posi-

* Kennedy, vul. ii., p. 90. 
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tion. ~\.n as.,ault was then made on the smTirnrs hy the say. 
ages, and every one was butchered and. scalped:::- Such a 

scene, on lhe great thoroughfare of the country, was sufiicieut 

to pro,·c the necessity of an organizc<l militia, and that militia 

well armed. 
The firs~ step toward an independent organizalio11 in Tcxaa 

was through f:ommiltees of .~r~fct.11. The iir;,,t committee of 
safdy was appointed at inna (now Bastrop), on the 17th day 

of :\I:ly, 1835. It was chosen, not in reference to a rupture 

with .:\fcxico, hut in conscrp1cnce of repeated outrages commit
ted by tlie Inrlians. The people assembletl on that da)', to 

mnke some arrangement for their protcction.t Samuel "\1olf
cnhar(rcr was calle<l to the chair, and J. "\\·. Bunton appointed 
s~crctary. A pre,·ious meeting of the ayuntamicnto aml a few 

citizens hacl convened on the 8th of the month, and nominated 

D. C. Barrett, John M'Oehee, and B. Maulorn, as a committee 

of safety. The meeting of the 17th confirmed it, and. added to 

it the names of Samuel "\Volfenbarger and Edward 13Lirleson. 
This example was soon followe<l by all the municipalities; so 
that in a ~hort time they were found in the active discharge of 

their functions, laboring with a zeal allll constancy wol'thy of 

the nohle cau1<0 in which they were engaged. 

Early in 1835, Captain Tenorio, with twenty )fcxican troops, 
was i:;ta.tioncd at Anahuac, to guard and protect tho port of 

Gal,e:;ton. Some of the Texans, headed by William B. Tra
vis, determined that taxes should not thus be collcetca from 

them to support a standing army in their own country, attacked 

and droYe them off. They retired to San Felipe, where they 
were l1ospitably received, and assi:,ted on their way to Bexar. 

* Intlit111ol:1 B111leliu, 18~:!. 
i P1·oceedin;• of Lhe Committee of Minn, ~IS. I am indebted to B. C. Frank

lin, Esq., for this, ns well as some other valuable pnperi', emanating from thnt 
municipolity. 

VoL. L-22 
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~antn. Anna, having deposed the governor of the state, filled 

the office hy the appointment of Don :Miguel Falcon, a creature 

of his o,m; but Falcon sliorlly afterward pro,ing impracticn

ble, he rcmo,c<l him, and invegted the commandant-general Cos 

with the ciril as well as the military power. This, added to 

the rumored approach of a standing army, increased lhc public 

alarm. Colonel ugartacl1ca, the ::\fo;cican comman<l:mt. was 

stationed at Bexar. Ile was a man of courage, an<l of many 

amiable qualities; in fact, he wns 1,ersonally popular with tho 

Texans. Ile saw the approaching storm, and did what ho 

could to avert it; but lie was a sohlier, and acted under or

ders. Cos was a different mau; yet he was capaule of as much 

]1ypocrisy as he deemed neccs::ary to conceal his dcsigm, and 

ensnare the Texan patriots. He <li<l not, howe,cr, deceive 

them long. Ile sent them a circular, dated the 12th uf J unc, 

1835, full of the patem:i.l views of the national government. 

At the :mme time he despatched a me!':sage to the commandant 

at Anahuac, iuforming him that tho two companies of Xew 

Leon and the battalion of Morales would sail immediately for 

Texas ; and that they would he followed by another strong 

force, which he had solicited the go\·crumcnt to send. "\Yith 

this despatch also went another, from Ggartachea, giving the 

iuformation that the force \Yl1ich had conquered Zacatccas, aucl 

which waR then at ~altillo, had likewise becu ordered lo Tcxa.:, 

and would soon regulate matters'. The courier bearing these 

documents was a.nested by a party at San Felipe, and the 

11:ipe1·s opened and read::, 

The intelligence thus received sc1Tcd only to increase the 

public excitement. There were two parties in San Felipe, 

* A,l<lrc,s of R. ,IL Williamaon, chnirman of the meeting of ~nn Fdipr, of ,Tnno 

22, 1835. l.t:ttcr of J. D. Miller, political chi~f of Brnso,, to General )fnrtin 

l'refccto d(' Cos, July I, 18~5. 

• 
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and, in fact, throughout Texas. The war-party, on receipt of 

the news of the flight of Go,·eruor Yie:;ca, au<l his subsequent 

arrest, hel<l a. meeting, and resolved to resct1c the goYernor, 

an<l clri,c the }ifoxican' troops from San Antonio. ~otwith

stan<ling this, the pcacc-pnrty did not co-operate, but urged 

the ba<l faith of the gorernor anti legislature as a reason why 

they should not iutcq>ose in their behalf. ,: Ilut, '' rejoined the 

war-party, '- the t<ale of the four hundred leagues of land has 

nothing to <lo with the subject. You arc justly indignant at 

that sale-so also arc we; but that can and ought to haYe no 

weight with the public mind at this time. It is loo inconsid

erable to be noticed when compared to the importance of our 

country, our property, our liberty, and our live~, which are all 

involved in the p1·escnt contest belwccu the states and tho mili

tary."·::· Thus, while the peace-party were engaged in making 

apologies, and in soothing Cos and Ugartachca, the war-party 

were publishing flaming <locnmcnts, full of the wrongs of 'l'exas, 

and of hc1· threatened ruin. 

The meeting of the war-party, on the 22d of June, was fol

lowed by an addrc:;,; from tlie chairmau, R. )I. Williamson, 

which produced a. powerful effect on the public ruiud. .As Ra

mon Mt1squiz, tho Yicc-gornrnor, was in Bexar, and was willing 

to act as governor if the colonists would sustain him, it was 

proposed to take that place, install him in the cxccutirn ollicc, 

an<l hnve him appoint cornmbsioncrs to extend to the colonists 

the titles to their lauds. The legislature, before its flight, had 

authorized such appointment~, but the governor was arrested 

before he could make them. 

These views were supported by several of the municipalities, 

but others rejected them. The ayuntamiento of Liberty, on 

the 1st of J unc, is:rned an ad<lrc:;s, denouncing the conduct of 

* Williamson'$ AJJ.-c .. , July 4, 1836. 
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the party that had expelled the troop:- from Anahuac, declared 
them a mob, and threatened to punish all such offenders against 

the laws of :Mexico.* ,Tolin A. Wil,liamr-., a considerable per- , 

sonagc in the jurisdiction of Liberty, published a circular, de

nouncing the meeting at San Felipe of the 22d of June.t "We 

are tolu," says he, " much about cxtraYagant reforms, danger

ous innovations, and extraordinary prcrogati,cs assumcu hy 
the general Congress, yet not one word is said ahout the pub

lic fraud committed by the governor and legislature in the ille

gal sale of four hundrcu leagues of land to their favorite specu

lators .... . I fear," he continues," the people arc now ready 

to plunge headlong into the yawning jaws of a hopeless ci,·il 
war. It seems to· me that I never heard of au attack so dar

ino- so uno-rateful and unprovoked, as that held forth hy the .,,, 0 

people of San Felipe. To capture and occupy San Antonio, to 

make treaties with the Indians, to send forces and rescue the 

governor, to protect the frontiers, and sustain our position 

aO'ainst the combined forces of the :Mexican United States, arc 
0 

what we are urged to do! 0 .unity! 0 ignorance! what have 

ye done? Will my countrymen eYer he the prey of political 

jugglers?" 
Dr. James B. Miller, the political chief of Brasos, while he 

despatched a letter of peace to General Cos, proceeded to or
ganize the militia of his jurisdiction-though this he might 

well do to oppose the Indians, for they had hecomc trouble

some. In pursuance of previous notice, l10wevcr, there was 

held on the 17th of July, at San Felipe, a meeting of the rep
resentatives sent from the jurisdictions of Austin, Columlua, 

and Mina,t to take into consideration the state of the country, 

* E,lward, p. 285. t Pine Bluff, July 3, 1835. MS. 
t IJtlegatt& from Cofombia : John A. Wharton, James P. P-,rry, Stirling 

M'Neil, Jamea Knight, and Joeiah B. Bell. From Auatin: A. Somerville, John 
R, Jones, Wylie .Martin, Jeese Bartlett, and C. D. Stewart. From Jfo,a: D. C. 
Barrett. -Joimial of Proetedings, MS. 
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and the alleged outrages against Mexico. Wylie Martin wa.'i 

chosen president, Charles n. Stewart secretary, and the meet
ing duly organized. After a session of four days, but little 

was accomplished. A reply was made to the letter of Ugarta

chea, in which he had assurnd the Texans of the good will of 
the central government. The reply represented the existence of 

a like conciliatory spirit on the 11art of Texas, and expresBed 

regret for the recent outrage;;, rc(luesting Cgartachea to inter

pose with Santa Anna aud Cos. Captain Tenorio, who was 

present at this meeting, was mollified, by sending to Harris
burg for his arms, and to Patrick II. Jack for his private pa
pcl's that had been taken from him at J..nahuac.-:f On the sec

ond day of the co1n-ention, John A.. ',Yhartqn moYed for a call 

of a general council of the people or Texas, but the proposition 

was voted down. A.. committee of firn was then appointed, to 
draw up a statement of facts in regard to the late disturbances, 

but the next day it was discharged, for want of the necessary 
i:iformation as to what constituted the facts. A commission, 

howevc1·, consisting of two persons (D. C. Barrett and Edward 
Gritton), was appointed, to proceed to Matamoras, and explain 
to General Cos the recent occurrences, and to assure him of 
the adherence of Texas to the general government and its in

stitutions. t The meeting, having left all unfinished business 

in the hands of the political chief at his request, adjourned to 

meet again on the first of August following. 

* "This day, 26th of July, gave C11ptain Tenorio an order from the politi~al 
hief to Wray comisario at Harrisburg, for the nrms and accoutrements wh,eh 

:ere taken at 'bis surrender; also au order to P. Jack for hi.a ( Tenorio's) private 

i,apers." - Journal. 
t Journal, p. 6. Edward Gritton WB$ an Englishmn~, who h~d been for so'."e 

time domiciliated in .Mexico, and had eome to Texns m 1884, 111 company with 
Colonel Almonte. There remains now but little doubt of bis treachery. _Th_e 
meeting raistd by subscription five hundred and forty-seven dollars, and paid it 
over to these commis,iiooers as an outfit. Gritton was a brother-in-law of Colo
nel Carbajal. 
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The l rocccding, of thi.,; comention hall the effect to calm 

the feeling" of thr war-party. an1l place them iu the minority. 

1n the letter of r gartnchca, referred to on the previous pngc, 

he stated to the Texans that they had nothing to fear from the 

introduction of truo1is into Texas: that they woulu IJO placed 

in detachments at the commercial point~ to prevent c:muggling, 

and abo on the frontier:.- to rcprl'SS the incursionc: of the In

dian,- .* Xevcrthclcs~. it was tho ol~ect of the peace-party to 

prevent, if po~siblc, the introduction of troops into Texas; mid 

they declared to Colonel Cgnrtachca, in their reply of the 17th 

of July, that if troops were tle,patchctl to attack the coloni~t'l, 

01· were sent in great numbers for any purpo-c. it would cnu-:c 

the reunion of all po.rtiP~, and n fl.'arful civil war woul<l he the 

result. 
The people on the X:n·iclnd took a warlike , icw>of 1mblic 

occurrence:.. Thry held a meeting at. the hou-e of '\Villinm 

Millieuu. on the l!lth of July, and, after appointing ,fames Kerr 

chairman and. Snmncl Roger,; l'Ccretarr, <lcclnrcd their belief 

that Santa Anna was ho ti!• to ~late soYcrci•Tnty ancl the stat,, 

constitution ; that they would oppo-e any force that might ho 

introduced into Texa,- for other than con,titutional purpose:-; 

that, whereas there were then at Uoliall two hnuclred intirntrr, 

on their m:i.rch to Bexar, they recommended the chief of tho 

department to intercept them; and tlrny further n1h·isc<l the 

taking of Bexar. They concludccl their proceeding:, by calling 

on the militia, and d.ircctin!!'. them to be ready to ma1·ch at a. 

moment's warning. An account of these spirited proceedings 

wus speedily sent to ::,an Felipe, Lut n change of fc<'ling had 

occurred there ::dncc the meeting of the 2:!d of June. and the 

people were a wailing the rc~uH of the tnbsion of ~[c:-:;r .• Bar• 

rett and Gritton. 

* Letter of July 7. 1835, lli This was broughL from t; gnrtachea l y G riLloo. 

Till:: WAR-1'.\UTY- !.Lil'EI! FRO)l TRA YI~. 
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The people of Nucogdud1cs, though farther rcmo,·ed from 

the scat of di:::quiet, hau alrc:uly chosen a committee of ,;afcty 

an<l vigilance. Henry Rucg,* the political chief of that <lepart

mcnt, w•a:; friendly to the war-party, and. aidc<l the committee 

in its lnuor:<. Among the leaders of the war-party, the most 

prominent at that time wen: Travi,,, Bowie, Willinm:;on, aml 

John~on. A lctlcr from Travis, at Sun Felipe, lo P.uwic, at 

~acogdochc,, dated July ~O, 18:3,i, will girn some i<lc:i of the 

view:; of his party nt that date. '' The truth is," s:iys Tra\ i", 

•• the people arc much divided hcl'c. The peace-party, as they 

style thcmsdvc,,, I hclic, e arc the strongo.::t, ancl mako mnch 

the mo~t noi:sc. l'nlc:::; we could he unitc<l, had. we 11ot l,cttcl' 

lie quiet, an<l !'ctllc clown fol' a while? There is now no doubt 

but that a. central g0Ycmmc11t will be established. '\Yh:it will 

Tcxa~ <lo in that case? Dr. J. IL C . .uiillcr, and Chambcl':;, 

from Gonzale-.:, nrc, I believe, for unqualified suhmi.,:;ion. I 

do nut know tho miu<ls of the people upon the subject.; but if 

they had a hold a.nu <lctcnninccl lca<lcr, I am inclined to think 

they woulcl kick again. t it. . .... General Co:; writes that he 

want;; tu he at peace with us; a11<l he appears to he tlispo:;ed 

to c:ijolc and soothe us. Ugartachca. <locs the same • ••• God 

knows what we u1·e to do! I am <lolerminctl, for one, lo go 

with my countrymen: righl or wrong,' ~ink or swim, lh·c or 

clic, surriYC or pcri h,' I am with them!'' 

On the 12th of .July, General Go;; addrcs:-:ctl a letter to the 

political chief of Brasos, inquiring as to the la.to procee<lings, 

* llenry Ilueg wns n 11ntiYt1 of!:>witz,•rlnn,1. Il~ cnmu to the United "'l.nt,s in 

181 , an 1, "ic.h hid pnrlnt:r ::S-orgelle, hrou l,t. I\ numbtr of Dale!, fomil1es Lo a 

Crl\cl of lnn,1 n,•nr ComJ>le, on R,,,1 river; hut the colony, noL prusp,•rin •, wns 

ab.rndouetl, 1u11l Rueg proc e,1 <l t.n Tens in 1~21. Aft r eugiging for n whilo 

in the mule-trod,•, he acL up n emnll store in Xncog<lo,·b,!'. Hero on intlmney 

sprang up !,et.ween him l\nd l'i,•,lras the cnmmonda11t, which, when th ,t. """" 

wne er,•ctc,1 into II s.,pnr.,te chi ft.11incy, N&ult.ed in his 11ppoint.menL Lo thoL office, 

Ho was the firet nod heL political chi,f of the iltJ nrlment. 
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an<l tlircctiug him to take measures for the supprcs::;ion of dis

turbances. J. B. ~iller was ahsent au<l sick at the lime this 

paper reached San Felipe, and it was answered by ·wylie ::\Iar

tin, tho chief pro temY Ile n!:'surcd General Cos that he had 

already taken steps to allay the disturbances, and had made 

known lo the people the frieu11ly assurances of his excellency. 

Ile further informed him of the appointment of commis:<ioncrs 

to vbit him at 1fatamoras, and make explanations. 

In the meantime, early in July, Lorenzo <le Zavala, late 

goYeruor of the state and city of lfoxico, and embassador to 

France, had fled from tho tyranny of ~anta Anna, and Rought 

refuge on the shores of Texas. Xo sooner hat! the Mexican 

authorities learned this fact, than an order was Jespatchcd to 

have him arrested. Captain Antonio Tcnodo, late of Anahuac, 

made the application for nrrc:,t to Wylie )Iartin, acting politi

cal chief, on the ~4th of July. On the 2Gth the chief replied 

that he could not, in his ciYil capacity, proceed to arre:<t Za

vala, because he had received 110 order to that effect from the 

go,·crnment; aud therefore he refused. 

But there were spies at San Pelipe, watching and reporting 

to Ugartache:i the morcmenls of the war-party. Dr. James 

IL C. ~lillcr, of Gonzah:s, who was then at Snn l!'elipc as a 

delegate to the approud1iug conYention of the first of .August, 

thus wrote to John W. Smith, of Bexar, under date of July 25, 

18::!5: ".\.11 here is in a train for peace. The war and specu

lating parties arc entirely put down, au<l are preparing to 

leave the country. They ~houhl now he demanded of their 

rcspccli\·e chicfo-a fow at a lime. Fir:;t, Johnson, William

son, 'l'r,wis, antl William,;; and perhaps that is enough. Oup

t'.1.in .Martin, once ;;o rc,·olulionary, is now, thank Go<l, where 

he :;hould he, in farnr of peace, and his <luty; aucl by his in Ou-

* Lctlc1· of W~·lic .M,1rlin to General Co!, July 25, 1s.,.:;. :\IS. 

OllDER.', TO .ARREST SUSPI:on:D PE1i..-:o:--.s. 

encc, it1 a go0tl degree, has peace been restored. DuL now 

they should he dcmanucd. '£he moment is nuspicioui-. 'l'hc 

people arc up. Say so, and oblige one who will never forget 

his trnc alle«iuncc to the :-tlJH"ernc authorities of the 11ation, 
e 

and who knows that, till they arc dealt with, Texas will never 

be quiet. Trnvis i:, in n, peck of trouble.,. Jk ,J. :C. )filler 

disclaim~ ltis act in taking .Anahuac, and he feels the Lrcach. 

Don Lorenzo de Zarnln is now in Columlii:.1, attempting to 

arouse, &c. Have him called for, and he also will 1,o deliv

ered up. "Williams, Haker, and Johnson, arl! now on a vi~it 

to him, and no doubt conspiring against the government. Fail 

not to move in this matter, and that quickly, as no,,· is the 

time." 

Smith immc,liatcly exhibited this letter to Ugartnchea, who, 

being mi~lc1l hy it, and suppo:;ing the people of Texas would 

surrender their leading men, is,med nu order to each of the 

alcaldc.o, ordering them to take every pos:;ihle mcaus lo nrrc:;t 

Zavala, Johni::on, "\rilliamson, Tra,·i:;, William:;, m1d gakcr; 

aud, when in :-:afe custotly, to <.lclirnr them to Uaptnin Tcno1·io 

at :-:an .Felipe. Ile furthct· ;;tnted in the order, that, shonlJ 

they nut <lo :,u, they would nut only he compromittcd thcm

sd \"CS, hut he would send n, rcspecla\Jlo force to arrest those 

pcr:;ons.r.· 

The commi:-:-ioncrs to General Cos reported their proceed

ing,; to the committee of safety at )Iina, anu they wc1-..: npprovcd 

on the ~Gth or July. Un.Yi.Jig mnllc Uw uccc:;;;ary prcpara tion:", 

the corurnii>.-,ioncrs set out. '!'heir correspondence i:, long anti 

1>oi11tle.,;;:;. They left BaBtrop on the :10th of July,t and arriYctl. 

at Gonzale,, on the night of the 1st of .\..ugust, where they met 

<> Oru •r from l.:,•snr, July 31, 18:l:5. 

t Letter fr.im E<lwar,11:ritton to Wyli~ ),fnrtin, July 30, Js35. Tiu• 1,rir ci

pnl husine~, of lhc con1111bio11 ou the route n)'penred to ho th~ c.:lllc·ction of 

fund"-
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the order of "Ggartachca for the arrest of Zani a and the other 

suspected persons. They succeeded in detaining the express 

until Gritton could hasten to l3exar, and endeavor to effect tho 

revocation of the order. Ile succeeded only so far as to have 

rescinded that portion which required the prisoners, when ar

rested, to be delivered to Captain Tenorio. 

The commissioners reaehctl Ilcxar on the 5th of A..ugu,,t, and 

had several interviews with Colonel Ugartachea. Ile could 

not understand what was meant by conventions, commissioners, 

and committees of safety, but looked upon them with jealou:;y 

as a sort of prommciamentos, and of rebellious tendency. Dut 

they were operating, as they supposed, favoru,l,Jy upon the kind

hearted Mexican commandant of Texas, when-" Lo! at this 

auspicious moment," say the commissioners, "a courier from 

General Cos arrivecl, i,iterdicting all communication with the 

colonies, leasing them to go to tho de,il in their own way!";, 

Cos had receh-e<l a copy of the 4th-of-July address of R. M. 
Williamson: hence the interdict. 

That night the commissioners went to bed-not to sleep. Lut 

"haunted by visions of broken beads, mangled limbs, and nn 

ill-natured and unnatural conflict, unnecessarily proYokcd, a111l 

for the want of time to effect a. proper understanding among 

all the parties concerned." Ilut the next morning auoll:er 

courier aniYed from Cos, countermanding the order of the pre

ceding evening. Ile 11ad received the account of the 1n·oL:eetl

ings of the 1ieaco-conven tion of July 17-21, which changed the 

face of things, and consequently his own feelings. In his last 

despatch, howcYcr, Genernl Cos still required, as a couclition 

of peace, that the disturbers of public order should be given 

up. Nor did be act without the authority of Santa Anna. In 
a letter from Torncl, the mini.,ter of war and marine, to Cos, 

* n C. B~rrctt lo the polilicul chief of Brnsos, A11311st 8, 1835. 
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daleJ the 1st of August, he stated that it was Santa Anna's 

"will that the clcliuqucnts uc chastised . ... . that those who 

had attempted to disturb order should be given up, to he 

placed at the disposal of the tribunals." The ord~r wa~ al~o 
repealed 011 the 3d, so that General Cos had no d1scret10n lll 

tho matter; and, while ho was determined to obey these com

mands, as far as he could, ho took care to make them pulJlic.+:• 

As tho Texan commissioners were not authorized to surrtmder 

any one to the )lcxican authorities, or to agree that it should. 

be <lone, it was concludell to send back Mr. Gritton for further 

instructions, thus intimating pretty clearly that the surrenders 

should be matlc. 
Iu pursuance of the forcgoiug arrangement, Mr. Gritton re-

turned to Sun Felipe, while )Ir. Barrett remained at Bexar; 

both, however, were to meet at Goliad on their way to Mata

inoras. But to return to more important events. 
Santa Anna was extremely solicitous to obtain posses~ion of 

the person of Zavala. The latter bad been his friend, and had 

sustained him in a trying hour. But tho aid was given for the 

cause of lihcrly ! Santa .Anna hud deserted that cause, and 

now wished to ~acrifico an ancient friend, who might liYe to 

reproach him for his pcrficly. "I giYc this supreme order," 

says Tornel to Cos, "having the honor to clirect it t~ you, ~-e

quiring you to provide and bring into action all your ingenuity 

and activity in arrai~ging energetic plans for success in tho 

apprehension of Don Lorenzo Zavala, which person, in the 

actual circumstances of Texas, must be ,ery pernicious. To 

this end I particularly recommend that you spare no means to 

secure his person, and place it at tho disposition of tho supreme 

government." 

* I have before me certified copies of these orders distributed by Colonel 

Ugnrtachen. 
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Cos, in transmitting this order Lo U gartachca, on the 8th of 
August, directed him, if Zavala was not gircn up, to proceed 

at the bead of all his ca,alry to execute tlic commaml, and to 

giYc to the local authorities on the route i11formation as to his 

sole object. General Cos also approved of Colonel "{;rrart • ~ ~ 

chca's requisition upon the alcal<lcs for the other obnoxious 

individuals previously mentioned, and especially Tnr,is, whose 

arrest he ordered, that he might l,c conducted to Bexar to 1.,e 
tried by a military court. ' 

The next point was to execute this "supreme order." Za

vala was needed by the Texans in organizing their defence : 

and the tiuic had not yet anfred when Travis should be sho~ 

at Bex~r. But efforts to execute the order were postponed, 

to await the result of the application for new instructions 10 

be furnished llr. Gritton. 'l'he points on which the TexU.ll 
commissioners wished instructions -wcrc-1 -=1·"t d., ··t· . ti 11.- 1spos1 wn 

they should make of the individuals demanded for punishment.· 

2. As to the modification of the :Mexican tariff, the general 

Congress lJeing then in session. 3. With respect to :1 direct 

mail communication from Mexico, through Texas, to the Uni

~ed St~tcs. 4. As to the right of carrying on a coasling-t.rad0 

u1 _foreign bot.toms. 5. In regard to citizenship. G. The ap

pomtment of commissioners to extend land-titles to those Tex

ans unprovided, and three fourths of them were in that condi

tion. 7. As to tho sending of troops into Texas. 8. With 
regard to the practice of sentencing convicts to Texas, makiuo· 
·t 0 
l. a sanctuary for rogues.i• Thus it will be seeu that the 

suuple embassy of peace, long before it reached its destination 
hatl grown to one of plenipotentiary powers. ' 

It will be_ r~membered that lhe meetiug that l1ad appointed 

these comrn1ss1oners had adjourned to meet again on the 1st 

* Exliil,it Ko. 7 to Ilnrrctt's leller of .A11g11st 8, IS35. !,IS. 

TUE W.\R-PARTY I~ THE A~CCXDEXCY. n4n 

of il.ngusL. On that day but three municipalities were repre

sented. After waiting till the 3d of the month, the political 

chief dissolved the council, saying that, if anything should oc
cur, he would call another meeting;•::- so that, when ~fr. Gritton 

presented himself, he found no one able to furnish him with 

instructions. The acting political chief, Wylie Martin, in re

ply, however, stated that the body that had appointed the com
missioners had ceased to exist; and that a new election and 

convocation would require four weeks, and that would defeat 
the object of the mission.Lwhich was simply one of pacifica
tion. He regretted their delay, belic,ing their powers suffi

cient for the main object; and concluded by informing them 

that those persons vroscribed hatl left the department of Bra
sos, and that the balance of the war-party were still urging 

Texas to rnin, by attempting to bring about a general conven-

tion of the department. 
The report that the proscribed persons were 011 their way 

to the United States was eagerly seized by Ugartachca. as an 
excuse for not marching in pursuit, at the risk of losing all his 

cavalry. General Cos wrote to him on the 20th of August, 
stating that it was useless for the commissioners to come to 
i::ec him, for the purpose of making explanations, unless the 

disturbers of public order were fmt given up. Dut, in order 
to make matters easier, Ugartachca. procurccl Darrelt to write 

to the political chief of Brasos on the sul~jcct, anu request of 
him affidavits of the fact that Zavala had left the country. The 

affidavits, however, were not madc.t 
In the meantime, the news of the demaud made for these 

men had been cxtensi,ely circulated in Texas, and excited a 

thorough war-spirit. The war-party was in tho ascendency. 

* Joumal of the council, MS. 
t Barrett to the political chief of Brnsos, Augnst 17, 1S35. )IS. 
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Rucg, the political cl1ief of Nacogtlochcs, had become fully 

aroused on the subject. Ile adtlrc~sed a. circular letter to l1is 

department, declaring his adherence to the federal form of 

goYernment. It was published in the "New Orleans Bulletin" 

of the 7th of August, and met tho eye of General Cos. "You 

arc made responsible," said Cos to him in his letter of the 17th 

of the month, "for the consequences which such a document 

may produce; for it is your duty to give to your subordinates 

an example of submisf:ion and respect to the laws of the coun

try. You liave invited and condacted them toward rebellion 

and open resistance to its superior dispositions. The plans of 

the rc,olutionists of Texas arc well known to this command

ancy; antl it is quite m;elcss and vain to cover them with a 

hypocritical atlhcrence to the federal constitution. The con

stitution hy which all :Mexicans may be governed is the consti

tution which the colonists of Texas must obey, no matter on 

what 71rinciples it may bo formed." 

It is clear enough that the Texans could not subscribe to 

this military dogma of General Cos, without a total abandon

ment of their rights. 

The people of the '·Red Lands" lind also organized. In 
a series of resolutions introduced by Ram Houston, at a meet

ing in San Augustine, they declared their adherence to the 

Acta Constit11tfra, and the constitution of' 18:!4; that the ar

rest of Governor Viesca and tho members of the legislature, 

and the intended introduction of an army into Texas, were evi

dences of tyranny, dangerous to liberty, and a violation of the 

terms on which the colonists had heen invited hither; and that 

there was no legitimate head to the state government, the gov

ernor being imprisoned, and a creature of Santa Anna's being 

placed in his stead-in the exercise of powers unknown to 

the constitution. The resolutions further provided for negoti-
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ations with the Indian tribes, for raising and organizing the 

militia, and for appointing a committee of safety. They also 

declared that those who should fly tho country should forfeit 

their lands. 
In tho meantime, Santa Anna was engaged in Mexico in the 

consolitlation of a despotism. There were in that nation many 

genuine friends of liberty, ardent supporters of the constitution 

of 1824; bui the terrors of banishment and death restrained 

them. Those who dared to oppose him were pnrsuod and 
hunted down like wild beasts! Of this number were Zavala 

and 11cxia. Tho Congress was completely in his hands. With 

the clergy and the army he fulminated his spiritual and mili

tary thunuors. Ornr a timiu and superstitious people his 

power had become nearly omnipotent. .A.11 but Texas had 

bowed tho neck to the imperious tyrant. To him she was like 

":Mordecai sitting in the king's gate.'' IIis plan for her sub

jugation was, however, skilfully laid. It was, to fill the coun

try gradually with military forces, under different pretences. 

In fact, firn lnmc1rcd troops were embarked for Texas in .April 

of the present year (1835), hut the disturbances in Zacntecas 

cam;ed them to be recalled. The time which the dictator had 

:fixed for the o,orthrow of the constitution was in the following 

October. Events had, howcn~r, hurried him on so rapidly, 
that he was compolletl to change his plan, and despatch troops 

to Texas more rapidly. In July, ho accordingly sent two hun

dred aud fifty; in tho first days of August, three hundred more; 

ancl there were a thousand more on the route::, 

Under these threatening circumstances. the peaceful mission 

of Messrs. Barrett and Critton tlic<l a naturnl death. So much 

was tho public mind directed to the impending clanger, that 

the diplomatic functions of the commissioners expired like an 

* A,hlress of the C'ommillee of Columl,is, August 2\1, 1833. 
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exhausted taper, and no rccon1 was left to inform us of the 

closi11g scene. It is certain, however, that they neYer rcacl1ed 

the court to which they were accredited. 
The western and micl<llo colonies of Texas, during the sum

mer of 18;3,i, prq)are~ and sent out an expedition against the 

Indians. The four small companies of Captaius Robert J1. 

Williamson, John II. )Ioorc, George W. Darnet!, and Philip 

Coe, asscmhled on the Inst days of July at Tcnoxtitlan
whcnce, on i,l1e 31st of that month, 1hcy marched to Parker':i 

fort, on the Xa.-asoto, to tho relief of Cap1ain Cole111an. Hore 

they organized Ly the election of J olm II. l\Iooro u;; major of 

the command. Thence they proceeded to Twowokuna. The 

Indians, howernr, getting news of their approach, abanuonetl 

the town. The expedition returned after a campuign of some 

weeks, in which they had a number of aurentures with the re

treating sarnges. This seasonable display of force on the 

frontier w:1s ·of great serYice, us it overawed the Indians, an1l 

also tended to discipline the Yoluntecrs, and prepare them for 

the ~oils :mu triumphs that awaited them at home.* 
Ily the month of August it was clearly undcrstoou that the 

federal constitution was to be destroyed. The plan of Toluca 

-countenanced and perhaps started by Santa ,l.nna-pro

posed a central go.-ermucnt. The doctl'ine bud already gone 

forth that the authority of the national Congress was unlim

ited- that it could do anything which Pan ta J . .nna <le~irc<l. It 
was further understoou that the president wns to holu his office 

for eight years, and wns to ha.Ye some sort of ad\·isory body, a 

council or Congress, but this hotly was to be dependent on ltim. 
Iu regar<l to the Mexican policy toward Texas, it had been 

manifestly hostile since 1832. The troops were to be in that 
department by the time of the change in the form of govern-

* C:111tain Williamson to the 1>olitical chief of Brnsos, AugW1t 16, 18315. 
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prospect of a successful resistance; but, having absolutely no 

voice in making the laws, the proposition was wholly inadmis
sible, and incompatible with civil liberty. 

To add to the war-feeling among the Texans, positi,c intel
ligence arrived that General Cos, with an additional force, was 

on bis march to Bexar, to o.-errun and disarm the country, to 

drive out all Americans who l1ad come into Texas since 1830, 
and to punish those who had trampled upon Mexican authority. 
On the receipt of this nc'\"s, the committee of safety at San 

Felipe, of which Stephen F. Austin was chairman, warned the 

people that "war was their only resource," and advised that 
volunteer companies be immediately formed.;(• 

About.tho middle of September, Cos landed at Matagorda, 
with five hundred additional troops, and proceeded on his way 

to Bcxar.t On his arrival in Texas, active operations com

menced. In 1831, the commandant at Bexar had furnished 

the corporation of Gonzales with a piece of artillery, to aid 

them in their defence against the Indians. They continued to 
retain it, and claimed it as a gift. The Mexicans averred that 
it had only been loaned.f Ugartachea, wishing to disarm 

them of this cannon, despatched, through the political chief of 
Bexar, an order for it. They refused to deliver it up, on the 
ground of tho alleged gift, declaring that the only object of 

the military at Bexar was to disarm them ; and that they had 

no use for the cannon at Bexar, as they had there, besides those 

mounted, eighteen pieces unmounted. This refusal being made 

known at the latter place, Ugartachea despatched a force of 
one hundred cavalry, under Captain Castanado, to exact the 

delivery, giving him orders first to send a demand to the 

* Circt1lnr of Committee, September 19, 1835. 
t John W. ]Ioore to Sam Ilouston, September 20, 1835. 
t Ugartachen lo Austin, October 4, 1835: MS. Letter of G. W. Davia.

Foote, vol. ii., p. 69. 
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alcaltle for the cannon, and, if refused, then to employ .orce. 

When Castanado with his cavalry arrived on the west bank of 

the Guadalupe, he found that the ferry-boat and canoes bad 
all been removed to the left bank of the river. This was on 

Tuesday, the 29th of September. On tho first demand, how
ever, the committee of safety for Gonzales had despatched an 

expre_ss eastward for aid, as they anticipated this force of the 

enemy. A movement had already been made to send a body 

of Texans to Capano, to intercept the troops under Cos; but, 

on the receipt of the news from Gonzales, the volunteers di

rected their course, by a forced march, to that point.* The 
intelligence of the Mexican advance reached Bastrop on the 

morning of the 27th. Energetic measures were immediately 

taken, and the volunteers from that quarter rendezyoused at 

the " house of James Cm·tis" on the 28th. t 
On the 29th, the actual force at Gonzales was only eighteen 

men, under the command of Captain .Albert :Martin. In reply 

to the demand for the cannon which was made by tho ~Iexicans 

across the river, they were informed that the alcaldo was not 

at home, but would return in tho evening. This answer was 

given in order to gain time. The enemy then retired to a 

point on the prairie about half a mile from tho forry, whore 

they encamped.:j: 
The alealde not having made his appearance, tho regidor of 

the town informed the 1Iexicans that the authorities could do 

nothing until they had consulted with the political chief of 

"Bra.sos. It is proper here to state that Santa A.nna had lately 

appointed Don Rafael Musquiz governor of Coahuila and Texas, 

* Austin to F. W. Johnson, of Nacogdoches, Sept.ember SO, 1835: MS. 
t Journnl of the Committee of Safety nt Minn: MS. 
i Letter of David D. Macomb.-Foole, vol. ii., p. 99. Kennedy says Casto

nndo bad one hundred nnd fifty men; Foote says two hundred. As it was only 
a captain's command, Ugnrto.ch~o.·s statement is most prol,ably col'rect. 
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and that the political chief of Doxar l1ad surrendered to his au

thority, but no other ehiof of Texas had done so. The people 
on the right bank of the Guadalupe, at the first alarm, had 
passed over to the side of Gonzales, and swelled the number 

of its defenders. The volunteers from the Colorado and Bra

sos did not wait to organize, but ad.a.need rapidly to the point 

of danger. On Wednesday, the 30th, the Texan force num
bered about a hundred men. The enemy made one or two 

feints at tho ferry and at the ford, about half a mile below, 

but, finding the Texans vigilant, they retired to a mound about 

three hundred yards from the ford, where they passed W ednes

day night. By Thursday, the Texan force bad increased to a 
hundred and sixty-oigl1t men. They now organized, and elect
ed John II. Moore colonel, and J. W. E. Wallace lioutenant
colonel. 

Finding themselves strong enough to make an attack, on 

Thursday evening, at seven o'clock, tho Texans set out on 
their march across the Guadalupe riYer. Fifty of their men 

were mounted; and they likewise carried with them the Lrass 
six-pounder, the bone of contention. The Mexican picket hav

ing fired on the advance of the Texans, aroused the main body 

of the enemy, and both parties immediately formed in order 
of battle. Ilere they rested on their arms; but at four o'clock, 

on Friday morning, the 2d of October, tho enemy, taking ad

vantage of a thick fog, retired to a high mound, and formed. 

The Texans did not discover this movement till daylight. A.s 

soon as they saw it, they advanced upon tho Mexicans, under 

co,er of the fog. 'l'hc Texan scouts discoYored the enemy, 

fired their pieces, and retired, the Mexicans in pursuit; but a 

discharge from the six-pounder eausetl the latter to retreat 
precipitately to their former position, three ht1nclred and fifty 

yarclti distant. The Texans then took possession of a cornfield, 
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and levelled the fence, so as to make room for the fire of tho 

six-pounder . 
.A.t this moment, the enemy sounded a parley, and sent --

Smithers (a Texan, who, in retiring from San Antonio, they 

had made a prisoner) to request an interview. By this time 

the fog had cleared away, and the opposing forces were in full 

view of each other. Colonels Moore and Wallace met Captain 

Castonado on tho prairie, when tho latter demanded why they 

were fighting. Moore replied that tho cannon which the Mexi
cans were attempting to take had been placed at Gonzales for 

the defence of the constitution and the constitutional authori

ties, and that no other authority would be obeyed. Castonado 

stated that he was a republican, and did not wish to fight the 

. Texans ; that his orders wore to demand the cannon, and, if 

not delivered up, to take a position in the vicinity, and await 

further order. But Colonel Moore was not to be evaded in 

this manner: he accordingly summoned Captain Castonado to 

join the Texans, or to surrender. This not being admissible, 

the commanders retired to their respective lines. The Texans 

now opened tho battle with their artillery, and charged upon 

tho enemy. Tho latter soon fled in the direction of Bexar,* 

and the Texans returned to Gonzales, where they arrived at 

two o'clock in the afternoon, well satisfied with this first ren

contre, and without tho loss of a man. The :~,Ic-'l:icans had a 

few killed. 
The ball of revolution was now fairly put in motion. The 

news of the defeat of the Mexicans reached San Antonio on 

the 4th of October, when Colonel Ugartachea, as an old friend 

* Letter of David B. Macomb. -Foote, vol. ii., p. 99. Kennedy states that 
when Gonzales applieu to Bastrop (Minn) for aid, lhe latter referred the nppli• 
cation t.o Sau Felipe. Nol so: lhe volunteers of DaFlrop repaired to the nid of 
Gonzales wilh as great speed as ever aid was furnished n neighbor in dist.re;,& 
-Kenned9, Vf ii., p. 105; Journal of the Committee of .JJi,ia. 
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of Colonel Austin, adilressed him a letter referring to that and 

previous transactions. .Alter stating that Captain Castonado 

had retired from Gonzales by his order, he informed him that 

he would himself set out the next day (the 5th), "with the 

knowledge of Cos, with a force composed of every description 

of arms, sufficient to prove that tho :Mexicans would never suf
fer themselves to be insulted." Ile stated, however, in con

clusion, that if Austin "would use his iu□uence with the politi

cal chief to have the gun delivered up to the writer, wherever 

it might meet him, from that spot ho would immediately re

turn ; if not, he would act militarily, and the consequence 

would be, a war declared by the colonists, which should be 

maintained by the nation with corresponding dignity."* 
The nows of the affair at Gonzales soon spread throughout 

Texas. In the extreme eastern settlements the people were 
aroused. On the evening of the 5th of October, they held a 

meeting at San .Augustine. Groat enthusiasm was manifested, 
and a company was raised to leave for the seat of war on the 

10th. Ilouston and Rusk were there. They set out for tho 

west on the Gth. F. W. Johnson, one of the proscribed, 

started on the 5lh.t Zavala quitted his residence on the San 

Jacinto, and repaired lo San Felipe. Ex.presses and circulars 

were sent ernrywhere, to raise volunteers. The object, "to 
take Bexar, and drive the Mexican soldiery out of Texas," was 

* In this letler, Ugnrtnchen, speaking of lhe conduct of Captain Thompson, of 
the Correo, says: "I know you are right to complain of Thompson's proceed
ings, wliich I still less approve, ns they were arbitrnry; he having no authority 
to act in such manner." In the note of Monasterio, minister of foreign relations, 
to the secretal'y of state of the Unitetl States, unted Mexico, November 19, 1835, 
he says: "The ship Col'rto, commanded by Thompson, was a ship-of-wa1·, under 
the full autliority of the government; Captain Thompson, as well as the whole 
of his crew, belonged to the national marine of the Mexican republic, and were 
found in the seas of Texas in the execution of the orders received from the com• 
petent authority." 

t IIouston anu Ruek to the committee nt Nacogdoches, October 5, 1885: MS. 
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boldly announced at San Felipe, and repeated by every com

mittee of safety in the country.* Then came a stirring appeal 

from Colonel John H. Moore, dated at Gonzales, ou the 6th 

of October, at eleven o'clock at night. Colonel Ugartachea 

had set out from Bexar on the 5th, with five hundred troops 

and three pieces of artillery, and was expected at Gonzales on 

the 7th. "Ilasten your march," says Colonel Moore, "and 
join us as soon as you possibly can." Moore then had three 

hundred men at Gonzales; bu. Captain W. D. C. Hall and 

others were on the march. 
At this period, Texas had no head, but the nearness of dan

ger enabled the people to act energetically without one. By 

common consent, however, San Felipe was adopted as a sort 

of centre of action, and Stephen F. Austin was looked to for 

orders ancl advice. 
·while these events were passing in Texas, the destruction 

of the federal constitution was consummated iu Mexico. By a 

decree of the 3d of October, 1835, the state legislatures were 

abolished, and their places supplied by a department council. 

The governors of the several states, and, in fact, all officer~, 

were made dependent on the supreme power. This was the 

work of Santa .Anna, yet his name does not appear in the de

cree. t It was the finishing blow in the overthrow of ci,·il 

liberty in Mexico. The people of Texas saw it, and foresaw 

it. The arrival of the news did not change their purpose or 

their action, for theso had boon already determined on. The 

affair at Gonzales was the first overt act on the part of their 

oppressors. They met and repelled it, as did the people at 

Lexington and Concord. There was no time to enroll, organ-

* Circular from the committee at San Felipe, October 3, 1885. -Foote, vol. 
ii., p. 84. 

t Kennedy, vol ii., p. llJ. 
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izc, or to prmide for pay and rations. The instinct of patriot

ism was sufficient for the crisis, and the Texans met it like 

men who knew the worth of liberty. 
The people of San Augustine nominated General Sam Ilous

ton to take the command of the troops in eastern Texas ; and 

on tho 8th of October, tho committee at Nacogdoches concurred 

in the nomination, requesting hiin to take measures to raise 

volunteers in Texas and the United States. In the absence 

of ready mean.;, the land and customhouse dues, in the hands 

of go,ernmcnt-officers in Texas, were appropriated.* For the 

rest, and for horses and other property occasionally pressed 

into the service, promises of payment were made, and certifi

cates gi,en. 
The ,olunteers continued to arri.e at Gonzales, and in a 

short time the force there was sucll, that Colonel Ugartachea 

halted in his purpose. The Texans were well supplied with 

pronsions, but needed arms and ammunition ; and, to obtain 

these, extraordinary exertions were used by the committees. 
As a temporary head was requisite to give direction to theso 

hnsty an<l energetic moYemcnts, the committee at San Felipe 

proposed that one member from each of the other committees 

of safety should be appointed to repair without delay to San 

Felipe, and form a permanent counciLt The proposition was 

immediately accepted : a council was organized, and R. R. 

Royall chosen president. This plan of organization came from 

Austin, ,rho up to that time had ucen obliged to act as " a kind 
of natural chief," which was a responsibility he did not wish 
to assume. The appointment of this council enabled them to 

dispense with tho ser,·iccs of Austin at San Felipe, that they 

might be employed in the army. He arrived at Gonzales o~ 

* Proceedin!!S of the committee of Snn Augustine, October '7, 1835; MS. 
1 Circular of the committee at San Felipe, October 4, 1835 ; MS. 
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the evening of the 10th of October, and was elected commander

in-chief of the forces. 
It was determined to set out on the march for Bexar on tho 

12th of October, with a force of fiye hundred men, together 

with the notable six-pounder.* On that day they crossed the 

Guadalupe, and encamped on its western bank. PrcYious to 
Austin's arrirnl, the force at Gonzales had been 11Cduced by 

sending off a detachment of one hundred and ten men, under 
the command of Captains Benjamin Fort Smith-t and Allen, to 

the protection of Victoria. Before the departure of the army 

from Gonzales, a popular meeting was held at that place, re

questing a postponement of the assembling of the geueral con

sultation until the first of Xovembcr following. This arrange

ment was proposed for the reason that many of the members 

elect were in the army, and the others were requested to join 

in the attack upon Bexar. Austin also sent an express to 
Houston, to summon the Redlanders to unite with him. The 

latter complied with this request, and despatched a messenger 
for the purpose to eastern Texas.:f: 

It was likewise determined, on the part of the patriot forces, 
to capture Goliad as well as Bexa1·, and drive the Mexicans 

out of Texas. About forty of the planters from the banks of 

Caney and Matagorda, under the command of Captain George 
Collingsworth, set out on the march for the former place. His 

* M. T. Mnrtin to Dr. Clow; Gonznles, October 11, 1836: MS. 
t ~enjnmin F. Smith wns n nntive of Kentucky. Ile removed with l1is father 

to Hrnde ~ounty, Mississippi, nod was the first representative from that county 
to the leg,slature. He was for a while ngent among the Chicknsnw Indinns. At 
the age of sixteen he volunteered for the nrmy, was with General Jackson in 
every engagement with the Indians, and during the whole of the campaign of 
1814-' 15. "He ahvays sustained the character of a brave and valunble officer." 
-Letier of General Jatkson, July 18, 1827; Foote, vol. ii., p. J 09. 
+ Snm Houston to G-. M. Brynn, N"ovember 15, 1852: MS. IJouston says, "I 

gave to the express the only and Inst five dollnrs I had to benr his expenses 
eaal" • • 
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ment fixed for October. Customhouses were to be established 
' and defended. All those who had immigrated into Texas from 

the United States, since the law of April 6, 1830, were to be 
driven from the country. A number of proscribed, of which a 

long list was preserved, were to be arrested and tried by a 
drum-head court l The slaves were to be freed, and introduced 

to citizenship. The empresarios were to be dismissed from 
their functions, and future immigrants supplied from Mexico • .,.· 

This appears to have been the future designed for Te~as, and 

cligested, no doubt, from the notes of Almonte. 

* II. A. Alaberry to the People of Texag, August 28, 1835. 

VoL. I.-23 
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CIIAPTER XXII. 

THE idea of a general consultation of all Texas had its ori

gin in the jurisdiction of the municipality of Columbia. The 
people approved and recommended it in a meeting held there 

as early as the 23d of June, 1835. At another assembly, in 

the town of Columbia, on the 15th of August, a committee of 

fifteen persons was appointed, to be called "a committee of 

safety and correspondence for the jurisdiction of Columbia." 

I_t was "instructed to prepare an address to all the jurisdic

tions of Texas, 1·equesting them to co-operate in the call for a 

consultation of alt Texas."·* The committee published its 

address, and it was sent by express to every municipality in 

-~ Addre_ss of the ~eople of Columbia to the People of Texnl', Angust 20, 1835_ 
~ 1;;ommittee nppo10ted at the meeting of the 15th of August consisted of Johu 

0 
M'b~r_ton, W. D. C. llnll, Henry Smith, Silns Dinsmore, James F. Perry, John 

• ~e,l, Robert H. Williams, W. II. Jnck, F. A. Bingham. John Hod e, Wade 
~- Bynum, Brnnch T. Archer, William T. Austin, P. Bertrand, and gJsanc T. 
to 05ley. -Jo~rnal 0/ the Gon$1tltati1m. p. 4. To do justice to Znvnla, it is proper 
b stnte th0_t. ID an addre,;s made by him on the '7th of August, 1835 at IInrri 

urg, he sat~ that" Coahuila and Texas formed II state of '1he republir nnd :a 
one part of 1t is occ • d b • d" ' • to . up,e Yan mva mg force, the free part of it should proceed 

orgrimze n power which would restore harmony an·' e•tnbl" h ., ·t • nil th b b . , u , ,s um,orm1 :y rn 
i he ~~nc cs of the pubhc administration, which would be n rnllviog-point 
or] t be citizen~ who~e hearts now tremble for liberty. But ns this po, wer can 

.>n y e or"amzed bv me f • • . " . . . ans _o n convention, which should represent the free t" of lhe citizens ofTexat1, it is my opinion that this step should be tnken and 
suggest the 15th_ dny of October as a time sufficient to allow all the de,pnrtr 

ments to send their representatives." - Footc, vol. ii., P· 83_ 

l 
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Texas. This -was a genuine pronunciamento; the consequent 
plan being tliat each jurisdiction or municipality should elect 

five individuals as representatives, the elections to be holden 
on the 5th of October, and the consultation to convene at tl1e 

town of Washington on the 15th of the same month. Each 

member elect was to ascertain and bring with him the number 

of people in his jurisdiction; and those jurisdictions that l1acl 

not already appointed committees of correspondence and safety, 

-were to do so. 
This arrangement for a consultation was wise: it was in-

tended to unite and direct the energies of the whole people in 

compliance with the wishes of the majority. There were in 
Tcxa!:, at that time, three parties, as follows: the war-party, 

• who thought the country should fight at once; a second party, 
that wishcc! to consult and be united before adopting warlike 

measures; and a third party, known as submissionists, who 

were opposed to war under any circumstances. A general 

consultation would heal these divisions, and enable Texas to 

present an undivided front to her enemy. 
The Mexicans commenced their warlike movements at Go

liad. Colonel Ugartachca had been too long in Texas, knew 
too much of lhe character of her people, and was entirely too 

humane in his disposition, to answer the cuds of General Cos ; 

besides, he had not been as a.ctiYo in arresting the persons pro
scribed as it was supposed he ought to have been, though his 

experience at V clasco had taught him the necessity of great 

prudence in his dealings with the colonists. He was accord
ingly ma.de to give place in the 'rcxan commandancy to Colo

nel Xicholas Candcllc, a man of barbarous antecedents, and 

much prejudiced against the Texans. Ile commenced his ca
reer in Goliad by putting the alcalde in jail , and extorting 

from the administrador the sum of five thousand dollars, under 
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tho penalty of being sent on foot a prisoner to Bexar in ten 

hours. He also stripped the town of its arms, pressed the 

people into the ranks as soldiers, and gave notice that the 

troops would be quartered upon the citizens- five to a family 

-and should be supported by thom:Y.· 
The mo,ement for a general consultation met with a general 

and favorable response from the different municipalities; and, 
after some correspondence with regard to the place of meeting, 

it was concluded, inasmuch as tho principal political characters 

resided near San Felipe, and a printing-press was located there, 

that tho meeting should occur at that place. Accordingly, tho 

public mind was directed to the points to be settled by the 

consultation, and to suitable persons to carry out tho will of 

tho people. 
Shortly after tho capture of Captain Tenorio and his force 

at Anahuac by Travis, General Cos despatched tho schoonor
of-war Correo Jlexicano, commanded by Captain Thompson, 

to the scone of action, to give protection to :Mexican commerce 

in that quo.rtcr. Thompson remained some time in Galveston 

bay, and was quite insolent to traders and citizens, threaten
ing to burn down the town of Anahuac.t While onO'aO'od in b b 

"protecting the revenues," he captured a small vessel engaged 
in the Texan trade. This conduct exasperated the public mind 

against him; and a merchant-vessel, the San Felipe, was pur

chased and armed at New Orleans, placed under the command 

of Captain IIurd, and sent in pursuit of him. By the aid of 

the steamhoat Laura, the Correo was captured (in September, 

1835), and Captain Thompson sent to New Orleans to be tried 
for piraoy.f 

"Addre~s of the people of Columbia, &c. 
t Tre.Yis's lett.lr to Bowi~, July SO, 1S35. MS. 
i Letter of ~nptain Th_omas M. Thomp~on to the editor of the II Telegrnpht 

October 15, 1837. Captain Tbompson remnined 8ix months in prison in New 
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In the first days of September, Stephen F. Austin, after tL 

detention so long and painful in Mexico, returned to Texas. 

Tho old pioneers who had come with him into the country, and 

been with him in days gone by, and who had witnessed and 

partaken of his toils and prirntions, gathered round and re

ceived 11im as one risen from the dead. Such demonstrations 

of regard wore fully reciprocated by Austin. Ile was a genu
ine lover of his race, and especially of those for whoso happi

ness he had devoted the best energies of his life. If there was 

any one desire nearer to his heart than all others, it was to 

see his colony prosper. Ile was greatly distressed to find 

Texas in her then unsettled condition. " I fully hoped," said 
he, " to have found Texas at peace and in tranquillity, but re

gret to find it in commotion-all disorganized, all in anarchy, 
and threatened with immediate hostilities. This state of things 

is deeply to be lamented." 
Austin's many friends invited him to a dinner at Brasoritl., 

on the 8th of September. On that occasion he addressed them 

in some sensible remarks touching their affairs. Ile declared 

in favor of their " constitutional rights, and tho peace and se

curity of Texas ; also for a general consultation of the people." 

Tho great popularity and personal influence of A.u<1ti11 sufficed 
to bring over to the side of a consttltation nearly all its oppo

nents. Wylie Martin, tho acting political chief, who had been 
so strongly opposed to revolutionary measures, and who had, 

in fact, been at the head of the peace-party, surrendered his 

opposition, and joined tho friends of civil liberty. In his ad

dress, Austin stated that Santa Anna had "verbally and ex

pressly authorized and requested him to say to tho people of 

Orleans, nt the expirntion of which time he wns tried and acquitted. Ile was 
an Englishmnn, nud hnd been in the Mexican service some year.. He was very 
kind afterward to Texun prisoners nt Matamoras, and ultimately took lhe sidij 

of the Te1ans. 
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Texas that he was their friend, that he wished for their pros

perity, and would do all he could to promote it; and that in 

the new constitution he would use his influence to give to the 

people of Texas a special orgauization suitctl to thefr cuuca
tion, habits, and situation." 

In a few days, Austin was placed on the committee of vigi

lance and safety at San Felipe, and gave a fresh impulse to the 

revolutionary correspondence of the committees. On the 12th 

of September, the committee at San Felipe sent out a circular, 

noticing, among other things, the rights of the Indians. It is 

true they qualified it by speaking only of theiT just and legal 
rights. This was a point of vast importance to eastern Texas, 

and, in fact, to the whole country, for there were more than a 

thousand warriors among the dilferent tribes that had emi

grated from the United States, and almost surrounded tho 

frontier of eastern Texas. Colonel Bean, who had been for a 

long time :.\fexican agent for these Indians, possessed great in

fluence oYer them ; and they had only to turn their savage arms 

upon Texas to decide tho contest in favor of Mexico. It was 

generally admitted that they had some rights, though they had 

never been distinctly defined by the Mexican goYernmcnt. Tho 

committees of San Augustine and Kacogdoches had jointly sent 

a deputation, which included the names of Houston and Rusk 
' to conciliate them. They declared to the Indians that '' they 

had ordered all their surYeyors to keep away from their lands, 
and not to make any marks on them; that they did not intend 

1hu.t any white man should interrupt them on their lands." 

These promises, to which others were afterward added, as we 

shall sec, served to keep the Indians quiet:x• Besides, Benn 
was probably at heart in favor of the Texan cause; but he had 

* Letter to the Cherokees, September 18, 1835: MS. Big Mush and Bolles 
to the political chief of Nacogdoches, September 17, 1835: MS. 
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grown old, was Ycry poor, and was receiving a colonel's pay 

in the ~Icxican service : therefore he did not wish to comprQ

mit either his office or his countrymen. 
The desire of the colonies to perfect the titles to their lands 

was not suspended by the approach of war; and many, who 

had bought up hcadright claims, were still more anxious to 
have the titles extended. On the 3d of September, Colonel 

Ugartachea addressed an order to the political chief at Nacog

doches to suspend all persons, so engaged, from giving titles, 
till the further commands of the supreme government should 

be received. This order was referred to the committee of 

safety, who resolved that, under the laws, the settlers were 
entitled to their lands, and that, under the constitution, Colonel 

U"artachea had no rio-ht to control the civil authority; and 
I:) I:) 

that therefore they would resist such an assumption of power, 

and would sustain the land-commissioner in extending titles. 

This was all manly and patriotic in the committee, though it 

would have 1,een betLer if they had restrained the commis

sioner; for, during the contest which followed, and while the 
worthy of tho land were in the army, monstrous frauds were 

perpetrated by the commissioner, and hundreds of leagues per

haps were passed away in the names of fictitious persons, and 

of such as had fled the country, never to return! 
In the beginning of September, very few doubted that war 

was inevitable. The commission of Messrs. Barrett and Grit

ton will be remembered. Gritton had been sent from Bexar 

to San Felipe for instructions. Ile returned without them, but 

with a letter from Wylie ~Iartin, stating that no further in

stmctions were necessary. Banctt himself then returned to 

San Felipe, leaving Gritton at Bexar. It was shortly after

ward discovered that Gritton was a spy ; at least, the facts 

looked strongly that way. His intimacy with the Mexican 
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officers; his desire to have the proscribed persons surrendered; 

~s holding out th!) olive-branch to Texas until the enemy had 

almost filled the country with troops-these, and other facts, 

rendered him justly suspected. Barrett was adnsed, by a let

ter from Gonzales, of the suspicious conduct of his colleague, 

and, for a while at least, did not write to him.* 
Tho Mexican officers, though they had seen, in the proceed

ings of the great meeting at Columbia, of tho 15th of August, 

a resolution declaring that the proscribed persons would not 

be surrendered, still renewed and revised the list, and sent it 

to the different political chiefs. Even as late as the 3d of 

September, a new list was sent off. t With this list, they in

formed the Texans, through Edward Gritton, that they would 

certainly march into the colonies ; and, among other things, 

when they came, they would remove intruders from the public 

lands. 
At length, a despatch was received from the secretary of 

state of the supreme government,:j: declaring that "the colo

nists, in adopting Texas for their country, suLjected themselves 

to the laws which a majority of the nation might establish." 

If the colonists had been allowed a voice in making those laws, 

even then there would be a limit to their obedience-which 

limit would depend upon the character of the laws, and tho 

* E. Bailey lo D. C. Barrett, September 10, 1885: MS. 
t "Lista de los yndividuos cuya aprebensioa se ha recomeudado en verifica• 

tivo nl gefe politico de los Brasos: -
" Jonson, "Baker, 
"Willerson, "Juan H. Moore, 
"Travis, "D•. J. M•. Carvajal, 
"Villiams, "D•. Junn Zambrano. 

Ademas los que abrieron la correspondencia oficinl de In Com•. Oral. y de esta 
Prat. Bejar, 8 de Sep••., de 1835. "UoAnTACIIBA." 

The above is from the original before me. Carnjal and Zambrano were 
taken shortly nfterwnrJ, nnd sent into the interior. 

t Secretary of state to :!I.Ir. Ponton, August 12, 1885. 
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advance reached the ford of the San Antonio, below the town, 

just before midnight on the 9th of October. Two or three 
men were sent into the town to reconnoitre, while the others 

waited for the arrival of the main body of the command. The 
latter, having got lost, were detained; but on their route they 

fell in with the gallant Milam, who, having escaped from prison 

in Monterey, had rode night and day to reach Texas. He 

had stopped in a musquit-thieket to rest, when tho Texans dis

covered and recognised him. A nobler -volunteer could not 

have joined their ranks. Their number now being forty-eight, 

they advanced upon the town, guided by pioneers acquainted 

with the localities. They first attacked the quarters of Lieu

tenant-Colonel Sandoval, the commandcmt. The sentinel hav
ing fired, was shot down; the door of the commandant was 

then broken open with axes, and he was taken prisoner. The 
Mexicans were completely SlU'prised, and surrendered uncon

ditionally. Of the enemy there was ono killed and three 
wounded; the Texans had one slighhy wounded, and they took 

about twenty-five prisoners-the balance escaped. 

The most important results of this capture were the acquisi

tion of military stores to the value of ten thousand dollars, 
some pieces of artillery, and ihreo hundred stand of arms, all 

of which were greatly needed ;-X· also tl1e interruption of the 

communication between the Mexicans at Bexar and the gulf, 

which the latter were never afl+)rward able to restore. Santa 
Anna, in subsequently attempting it at Anahuac, lost llis army 

and his liberty. The commands of Captains Smith and Allen 

reached Victoria only after the enemy had retreated. They 

then marched to join the force under Collingsworth, hoping to 

overtake it before the assault upon Goliad, but they wero too 

* Foote, vol. ii., p. 115; Kennedy, vol. ii., p. 11 ~; Austin to the committee at 
San Felipe, October IS, 1835. 

VOL. l.-24 
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late ; the place had been taken the night before, as previously 

related. 
A portion of the members to the consultation had assembled 

at Washington, and others at San Felipe. The former, after 

advising together, repaired to the latter place. They found 

everything in the right spirit, and the people all united. "It 
required," said the committee of San Felipe, in their circular 

of the 13th of October, "more patriotism to keep men at home 

than to get them into the service." The consultation met on 

the 16th. R. R. Royal was called to the chair, and Samuel 

Whiting chosen secretary. Thirty-two members were present, 

which not being a quorum, they adjourned till the next day. 

A communication from General Austin, in,iting the members 

to repait- to the army, and assist in taking Bexar, was read. 
On the 17th, a quorum not being present, they adjourned until 

the 1st of November, in the meantime granting leave for such 

as desire<l it to go and join the army, and others to remain 
• and assist the council in keeping up the revolutionary corre-

spondence. * 
A large number of the members accepted the invitation of 

General Austin, and repaired to the army. Austin reached 

the Cibolo on the evening of the 16th, when he halted to await 

reinforcements from eastern Texas. At San Augustine, Bev

ils, and Nacogdoches, the committees were active in sending 

forward men, arms, and provisions. The intelligence of the 

capture of Goliad kindled a flame of enthusiasm throughout 

the country.t 

The jurisdiction of Liberty, which had held out the longest 

on the side of peace, at length came over to the party of the 

* Journal of Consult.~tion, p. 5; Houston to Bryan, November 15, 1852: MS. 
t Austin to Committee at San Felipe, October 16, 1835; Com·,,ittee at Nao

ogdoches to Coma:illee at S,1 Felipe, October 20, 1835: .M:SS. 
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rernlution. They announced their position in an address 

(from the spirited pen of David G. Burnet), and sent forth 

their assistance to the army. 'l'o sustajn the finances of the 
nountry, a committee, consisting of J. L. Hood, Jacob Garrett, 

and Peter J. Menard, was appointed by the council to receive 

and receipt for public moneys at Nacogdoches and San Augus

tine; and R. R. Royal and J. H. G. Borden were appointed a 

like committee for the other jurisdictions. The several vigi

lance committees collected more by subscriptions and donations. 

All who could contributed. The call for assistance was made, 

not only on the Texans, but on the friends of the cause in the 

United States, to aid in men, provisions, arms, and ammuni

tion. The people of Natchitoches responded nobly at a public 

meeting on the 7th of October. At New Orleans, still more 

energetic measures were pursued. The Grays, two fine com

panies were fitted out in that city: one left by way of Natchi

toches on the 17th, and the other by the gulf-route on the 19th 

of October. These companies will be noticed hereafter. 
On the 20th of October, Austin moved fonvard to the Sala

do, a small creek, five miles east of San Antonio, where he 

was joined by the members of the consultation. The army 
remained at this point some days, having an occasional skir
mish with detachments of the enemy, in which tho latter were 

invariably worsted. Houston, though he had been selected by 

some of the eastern committees to the command of their forces, 

did not assume any leadership over them. In a conversation 
between him and Am,tin, while at the Salado, the latter frankly 

stated that his attention had not been directed to military sub

jects, and that he was satisfied he could render more service 

to tl1e country in other situations than at tbe head of the army, 
and urge<l Ilouston to take the command. The latter declined 

it, and for the reason that Austin had been elected by the 
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troops, at their first assembly at Gonzales, and those who had 
subsequently joined had done so with the belief that he was to 
command them ; and if, from any cause, Austin were to resign 

the command, it would furnish a ground for discontent. Aus
tin replied that, as the committees of Nacogdoches and San 
Augustine had nominated Houston to the command of the 
forces east of the Trinity, there could be no reasonable objec
tion to his assuming the supreme charge as commander-in-chief. 
Houston assll'ed him, however, that he could not, under the 

circumstances, in any way interfere with the command, unless 

it should be to carry out the orders of General Austin.* Hore 

tho matter dropped. 
Austin had been waiting for reinforcements. Impatient of 

further delay, and receiving some additional forces, he pre
pared to move. Before leaving the Salado, however, it became 

necessary that the members of the consultation should decide 
as to their return to San Felipe. The force under Austin did 
not much exceed six hundred men. General Cos had been 
diligently engaged in fortifying San Antonio, and in providing 

munitions for a siege. Ile had received large reinforcements ; 

and it was concluded by the Texans that the place could not 

be taken in a short time, without a loss which they were not 
able to sustain. In the meantime, it was necessary to organ
ize a provisional government, and provide means for its sup
port. The matter was submitted by A.ustin to the army, and 

it agreed almost unanimously that the members should return. 
Nevertheless, at the suggestion of Austin, they remained ,vith 
the army some days longer. The forces then marched to the 

mission L' Espada, on the San Antonio river, about nine miles 
below Bexar. The members of the consultation left them on 
the night of their arrival, and returned to San Felipe. 

* Houston to Bryan, November 15, 1852: MS. 
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The commander-in-chief, wishing to obtain a position nearer 
to the enemy, despatched Captains Fannin and Bowie, with a. 
command of ninety men, to examine the missions above that 
of L'Espada, and select the most eligible situation near Bexar 

for an encampment. They set out on the 27th of October, and, 
after visiting San Juan and San Jose, they proceeded to the 
mission of Concepcion, about one and a half miles from Bexar, 
and selected a piece of ground in a bend of the river, about 
:five hundred yards from the mission. The river was skirted 
with timber; the prairie, which was a level plain, extended 
into the bend ; but within the bend there was a river-bottom, 

nearly a, hundred yards wide, from six to ten feet lower than 
the plain in front. This depression of the surface presents a 

bluff of that height, except in two places. The command was 
divided into two parties, each one taking a position along the 
skirt of timber on the upper and lower sides of the bend, hav

ing the open plain in front of them. It was naturnlly a strong 
position, the ri,er and timber being in the rear of each divis
ion, with this natll'al parapet to fall behind in case of an at
tack. IIaving placed a strong picket-guard, they encamped 

for the night. Half an hour afte1· sunrise the next morning 
(Wednesday, October 28), the advance of the enemy rode upon 
the Texan line. This was, no doubt, accidental, for a dense 
fog obscured every object. Henry Karnes* happened to be 

* Ifonry Karnes is another of those remarkable characters wbos~ ~rue history 
is a romance. He was r11ised in Tennessee. At an early age he Joined a com
pany of A.rknnBlls trappers, who turned their attention ~o at~cks on the Pawnee 
villages on the head-branches of Red river; but, having disagreed, they sepa
rated. Karnes, with three or four othert1, proceeded . across to the bead of the 
Trinity. Ilere, having their horses stolen, they obtained a canoe, Md floatef 
down the river to Robbins's ferry. Karnes procured employm_ent at Groces 
Retreat, where the war found him. Ile entered the _Texan serv1~e, _,md fought 
-with a hearty good will. One who wns often with ht~, and by h1ss1de at Con
cepcion, says be never knew him to swear before or srnce that day. ~u~ when 
he came into the line&, after beiog shot aL so often, and began to load bis rifle, he 
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the sentinel at the point of contact. The :Mexicans fired on 

him, and he returned the fire. Some of them then charged on 

him, and he fired with his pi~tol, which caused them to retire 
' 

when he retreated within the Texan lines. 

.A.t the first alarm, the Texans flew to their arms, but could 

not see the enemy, who had almost surrounded their position, 

and opened a fire on them-at such a distance, howcYer, that 

it produced no effect. Shortly after, the fog clcareJ away, 

when the Texans discoYercJ that they were nearly hemmed in 

by their foes. The right flank of Fanuin's division, occupying 

the lower part of the bend of tlte river before describei.1, was " 

extended to the south. and Bowie's detachment was placed on 

the same side, on the left of Fanuiu ; so that, if the enemy 

should attempt to charge into the angle formed by the two 

skirts of timber, they could rake him without being exposed to 

tho fire of their own men. This disposition brought the whole 

Texan force together, so that the two detachments could aid 

each other. In the meantime, the men cleared away the 

bushes and vines undet· the hill and along the margin; antl, at 

the steep places, i:;teps were cut in the side of the bluff, so that 

they could easily ascend to fire, and descend to reload. De

fore this work was fairly completed, howcYcr, the )Icxican 

infantry was seen to aJvancc with trailed arms to the ricrht 
' 0 

of Fannin's division, and form a line of battle a.bout two hun-

dred yards from the Texan right flank. IL was supported hy 

five companies of carnlry, covering the front and flanks of tho 

Texan po:iition. 

ei:claime<l, with some wmth, "The d--J raucals have ijhot out the hottom of 

my powder-horn 1~ Karnes ruse to the rank or colonel in Te,rns. Ile wns or 

low stature, and weighed about n hundred and eixty pou11d•; wna quite ijobcr 

and temper~te, and ho.cl an effeminate voice. He was wholly illiwi-11Le, yet he 

!18d r~mnrk~ble genllene<i and clelicMy or feeling, nod w,u olhfl'wiso a111ial,ld 

in private hfo. Ile died o.t Sau Antonio, in August, 1840 surrounded by his 

numerous friends. ' 
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.A.bout eight o'clock in tho morning, the battle was opened 

by tho crack of a rifle from the Texan right. Immediately the 

firing became general. The Mexican line presented a contin

ual sheet of flame; the Texans fired more slowly, but with 

deadly aim, each one falling below tho bank to reload, while 

another took his place to fire. In about ten minutes, the ene

my opened a fire of grape and canister from a six-pounder 

stationed about eighty yards from the Texan right flank, aud 

at tho same time a clmrgo of ca-valry was sounded. "But the 

cannon," says a narrator of the engagement, "was cleared, as 

if by magic, and a check put to the charge." Three times did 

the enemy repeat the attempt to charge, supplying the places 

of those who fell at the cannon, but without success. In the 

meantime, the Texans were mo,ing by the right flank under 

the hill nearer to the cannon. So instinctively and harmoni-

Th d 't" 
ously was this moYemcnt made, that" c cannon an YlC ory 

became the war-cry. The enemy had fired it but fire times, 

and the Texans had cleared it three times, when the former 

madc·a. precipitate retreat. The Texans ad.anced and took 

the cannon, and turned it upon the retreating foe ; hut it was 

founJ that there were but two cartridges remaining, and Bowie 

ordered his men to withholtl their fire, as the :Mexicans might 

rally. But the latter did not return. The enemy's loss in the 

cnga"'cmcnt which lasted only thirty minutes after it fairly 
0 ' 

commenced, was about f'ixty killed, many of them officers, and 

perhaps as many wounded::, The Texans lost but one killed 

(Richard Andrews), and uonc wounded. The :Mexican force 

engaged was about four hundred men. . 

Among the incidents of these two days, it may be menttone~ 

that the Texans had reached the battle-ground on the 27th by 

noon. Their presence was discoYercd by tlic :Mexicans, whose 

* Report of Bowie and Fannin. -.F'ootc, vol. ii., p. 121. 
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cavalry appeared on the prairie that evening. There was an 

occasional skirmish between detachments the entire afternoon. 

Bowie, seeing the danger of their situation, despatched M'Comb 

at sunset as express to Austin, eight and a half miles below; 

but the main army of the Texans did not reach the battle

ground until half an hour after the affair was over. At the 

second fire of the enemy's artillery, the Texans killed the mule

driver in charge of the caisson containing the ammunition. 

When the driver foll, the team ran off with great fury through 

the lines of the Mexican infantry, throwing them into confu

sion. There were sixteen of the enemy found dead around the 

cannon when it was taken. Tho last one killed was attempt

ing to spike the piece, when he was shot by Samuel Whiting. 

The enemy pointed their artillery to tho north skirt of the bend, 

which had been occupied by Bowie, supposing him to be still 

there ; hence they did no execution. 

At noon, on the 28th, a flag came out from the Mexicans, 

in charge of the parish-priest, for leave to bury the dead, which 

was granted.* 

This battle was a brilliant affair, and well deserved the com

mendation bestowed by the consultation, which, on the 3d of 

November, on motion of Sam IIouston, thanked the officers 

and men for their heroic gallantry and valor.t 

To return to the civil government of Texas. On the recom

mendation of the committee of San Felipe, that one from each 

of the other committees should attend to form a central coun

cil, a temporary head was formed. Those of the consultation 

that as~embled on the 16th of October, found it in session; 

* When the Texans first encamped at Concepcion, the enemy, in order to a.s• 
certain if Austin was present, t!eut out a Mexican with a bag of piloncilloi and 
II botUe of muscal, as a present from the priest to General Austin. In the ab
sence of the latter the officers in command received and used the gift& 

t Journa.. of the Consultation, p. o. 
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and when, on the 17th, they adjourned till the :first of Novem

ber, they recognised it by declaring that those members "who 

could not join the army, might remain, with the permission to 

unite with the council of Texas, and have access to all the in
telligence in possession of the ~ouncil relative to the [then] 

present crisis." This body was thus the government of Texas, 

duly acknowledged, and never disputed. It proceeded to a 

further organization by appointing A. Huston, one of the 

members from San Augustine, as secretary. 
To prevent further depredations upon the public lands in 

the absence of the volunteers, the council declared that "all 
land-offices be closed until the present difficulties of Texas are 

removed, or until the consultation meets and acts on the mat

ter; and further that all commissioners cease to grant orders 

of surYeys, that all surveyors cease their operations in survey

ing, and that all transactions in regard to public lands whatso

ever shall cease until the consultation meets and acts on the 

subject." The council directed copies of this order to be 

served on the land-commissioners, which was done. The com

mittees of Nacogdoches and San Augustine, taking up this sub

ject, fixed upon the first of November when all such officers 

should cease their functions::• The council proceeded further 

to declare and recommend that the four hundred league trans

action be declared void. 
On the subject of the Indians there wa.s much difficulty in 

the council. Their position was threatening, their disposition 

wavering. The word of promise had for thirteen years been 

given them, and during that time they had occupied their lands. 

They had also made improYements : those of the Cherokees a 

short day's journey northwest of Nacogdoches; those of the 

* Order of the General Council. Letter of Committee at Snn Augustine to 
Committee at N ncogdoche$, October 29, 1835: MSS. 
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Shawnees between the Cherokee impro,ements and the Xeches; 

an<l those of the Cooshatties on the cast bank of the Trinity. 

A deputation had been appointed, as has been already :;tatc<l, 

by the enstern committcei,, to confer with them. The rnouth

tiie< ~ of the upper Indian:; was a free ncgro by tho name of 

William Goycns, who on all occasions proved himself honest 

an<l faith fol to tho Texan,:. ,\rrangeu1en ts had hcen rnaclc, 

through Goyens, that the Indi.ms should ha\'e n. repre:;entatirc 

before the con;;:ult.ation. On the 14th of October, Hom,ton 

wrote them that they should "ha.ve their laud above tho roa<l, 

and l,etwcen tho Xeche::. and the Angelina, f:O as to include 

their ,illagcs." On tho 25th of tho same month, Austin wrote 

thn.t he was "decidedly in fa\'or of securing to the civilized 

Indians who had omigl'ated to Texas their laucl:; and rights; 

and wouhl agree to whatever the consultation did on the sub

ject, so fat' as it <lepenllcd on him." On the 2Gth of October, 

tho council invited them to come to ~an Felipe, where "their 

case would he attended to." These promi,-c;; kept the civil

ized Indian:,; quiet. 'l'o overawe the wild trilie!>, rangers were 

sent out on tho frontier, and, upon the representation of the 

people of Bastrop, the rangiug-scrvico was extended west of 

the Colorado. 
'l'he Texan government-that is, the couucil-ha.cl much 

to do. The corre:,pondcnce wa!- in1111cn,e; the authority of 

the councillors limited by tho precarious tenure of their offices. 

But tLcy had willing co-operators. The union was complete. 

With their slender re:,onrces they managed to sen<l a weekly 

mail through Tcxns to Fort Jesup, tlms keeping up a. regular 

communication with the Uuitcu 8tates. ~fos~rs. Baker and 

Bor·den had cstlllilishcd a printing-press at 8:m Felipe, which 

sent out the weekly "Telegraph;' aml c;i:tras without uumbur. 

The people of eastern Texa.s were al,o about establishing, at 
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Nacogdoche!>, "Tho Emigrant's Guide." Thus the clements 

of oi\'ilization and progress were mingling with tho ravages 

of war. 
During the brief existence of the council, that body appoint-

ed Sims Ilall army-contractor; it sent an able audre;;s to the 

people of tho United States; it appointeu T. F. :\!•Kinney an 

agent to contract a loan at New Orleans of a. hundrccl thou,;and 

dollars ; it granted to several persons lciters of reprisal : these 

were some of the more importan.t acts of this first government 

of rornlutionary Texas.* 

* Journal of Conaultatioo, p. 11. 
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OLD RECORD IN THE ARCHIVES OF BEXAR. 

SUPP0n Govi-m. A.No-DE 1744. 

Testimo de un Parecer dado en los A.uttos fechos en Jlirtud de 
Real Cedula en qe S. M. manda se le imforme sobre surttos 
abusos comettidos en la Provincia de Texas en el tiempo que 
se expressa; y Tarnbien de un Parraplw de ottro Parecer 
dado en los proprios Auttos, imo y ottro del Sor A.udittor 
Gral de la Guerra. 

SBio. DN Jou. DX GoRRAXZ. 

UN QUARTILLO. 

SELLO quarto, un quartillo, ano de mil setecicntos y quarenta. 
Con cuio motivo podra tambien V. excelencia repettir a dicbo 

govemador aplique todo su mas debido punttual zeloso desvelo aque 
los Franceses se conttengan deuttro tle sus liroittes, sin propassar los 
en roanera alguna, proporsionanclo aestte fin los mcclios mas oporttu
nos, y celando, que el numcro dcaquellos rcligiosos missioneros y 
presidiales cstte siempre completto por las pernisiosas grnvissimas 
consequencias delo conttrario, y solicittando con la mas exactta efi
cacia diligentte y acttivo oxmero familias Espai'iolns, quesc avezin
den, y pueblen aquella fronttera pai-:1. su mayor resguardo, y que 
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asu exemplo aqucllos Yndios se doeilitten, y racliquen en nu<'stra 

Santta }?(>c, fidelidad, Lealttacl, y aplicacion al tra.vajo procurando 

scan bien ttrattados, agasajmlos, y acariciados dclor renrcndos pa

dres missioncros, delos soldados precidiales y dcmas vezinos Espa

iiolcs como tt.1n importtaute todo al servicio de ambas magesttades 

en que V. cxcclencia mandara lo que mcjor estitimare Mexico marzo 

seis de mill settesientos quarentta y quattro. 
EL lliRQ~E:S DE ALTTAlC!RA. 

Excelcnttissimo Seiior: Adcmas del serio imforme pediclo en la 

prececlcntte Real Ccdula de qninse de Julio de settc~icnttos quar

entta, tiene sn magcstta<l ordenado por la ";a reserhacla en cartta de 

veiutte yttres de :Marzo, y por el Consrjo en Real Cedula de primcro 

de Diziembre cle settcsicnttos c1uarentta y uno, se le cmbie tcetti

monio dccsttos autos; lo qne mnchas vezes se l1a mandado por esa 

capittania-gcncral, y h:m embarazado los recurzos <lclas parttcs, y 

cl cumulo clel procrsso, compurstto de treentta confnsos inttrincados 

quadernos. Compcndio cl amlittor lo principal drcllos con sus foli

a.xes en clicttameu <le dos del passado al final del quardcrno formado 

sobre ol'110 mill, y mas pesos deman<la1los por el sittarlo Don Carlos 

Fr:mquis Bcnittcs de Lugo asu anttc~ccssor cl C111•ittau Don ~Ianuel 

de. San~oval. A hora ~!1-~mara dicho compenclio, y la sittuassion con 

:finis cal1dades descubm-1entto, progrcssos, y csttaclo de la proviucia 

de Texas, Nuevns Philipinas con algun razgo decstta sept<·ntrional 

America. 

Opucstto el ysthimo de Panama a la reunion do los dos mares cle 

nortte, y Sur quitta el ser Y sla a la America Austtrnl trabandola a 

la sopttentrional. Corre <les de alli cstta, cnttre ambos mares coma 

mill leguns al nortte hastta csta capittal de Mexico, qucdando en 

sus tlisttancias Jos Obispados de Nicaragua, llonduras, Guatthemala, 

y Chiapa en disttintto de la Real Anclicncia de Guatthrmala, y Joa 

<fo C11mpC'che, Oaxaca y Puebla en ten-ittorio de estta Renl Andi

encia Mcxirnna Til'ne Mexico al oricntte el puertto de Nueva. Vera 

Crnz eu C'l Ceno Mexicano mar del nortte; y al Ponienttc quazi en 

igual disttancia, cl pnert(,\ <le Acapulco en cl mar de! Sur o Pacifi

co; clisttanttes rnttre si ambos puerttos como cicntto, y cinquentta 

leguas. 

Des de Mexico para el nortte sigue cstta Nueva Espana hastn el 

esttrecho cle .,niau, pero solo hay des cuhicrttas pocomas de seis 

cienttas leguas enttre ambos rcferidoij mares. La costta del Sur, 
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aun'lue no bicn poblada estt11. cntteramcntte pacificacla cnyas ulti

mas conce guttibas provincias de) Rosario Culiacan, Sinaloa., Ostti

mari, y Sonora componen la. eapittania-general, y govemncion de 

Sinaloa, Siquo sn rnmbo (con inttcrposission del Mar Bermejo, o 

canal cle Califomias) la Ysla de cstte ~ombre; en !ague ay tam

bien pacificaclas como closcienttas y cinr1uentta lcgnas. 

En la costta del mar clcl nortte o Ccno Mexicano solo bay pobla

das como settentta leguas des cle clicho puertto de Nueva. Vera Cruz 

hastta cl de Tampico. .Aun 1>or lo mas intternado se ofrece anttes 

la Sierra Gorda, Rio Yenlc, y ottros <lc~ierttos demas de ottras se

ttenttn leg1111s en 'Ille hnvittan podaYia Yndios barbaros Chichimecos 

cuya pacilicaC'ion Folicitta hay de orclen de V. CXC<'lencia sin eostto 

algnno do la Real IIacicnd:t el 'l'hcnicnttc de Cnpittan-General Don 

Joseph de Escnnclon. Sigucse a csttos des poLlados la capittania.

general y governacion clcl Kucrn Rryno de Leon, que clbttara do 

llfexico como cientto y cinqucntta legnas, y ttcn<lra ottras cientto 

de Rnr, ti nortte ; pero pocomas cle vciutte de Ponientte ii orientte 

medinn<lo al Ccno )lexic:1110 ottras sc~cntta lcquas ocupaclas tam

bien de Yu<lios no reducidos. 

l!'ertiliza<lo cle muchos Rios cl Nucvo Reyno es tau pinque qne 

annunlmcntte cnttran ainvcrnar en cl des de Xovi<'mbre ;1 Mayo 

como veinte y scis haciendas <le Obejas, llcvando cacla nna qunttro, 

seis, o mas sirvienttes armados quellaman escoltteros (con ija]arios 

de a cientto y einqucntta pesos) pnra resguardo conttrn los Ynclios 

genttilcs. Al mi:;1110 fin previeilC'u In orclenanza cientlo settcntta y 

seis y ~igui<'nle de] nuno rrglllmrntlo cle prcciclios qnc cl cnpittan, 

y los doce soltlados clcl de San Gregorio de Serrah·o se mnnttengan 

todo cl refcri<lo tiempo ru In frouttera. Traspassan estta algnn11s 

de dich11s hadencln~, enttrandose alas no mcnos ferttiles tier:ras do 

los Ymlios geuttilc~, a qnicnes tnmbien suelen probocar ottras in

concideraciones cle los pasttorrs; y como los Y ndios son nattural

mcntte propcnzos :1 robos, facilmcntte ~e dcspcchan, il. cxecuttarlos 

con m11erttes, y todo genero de Larbaras attrocidades, que no han 

remediado rn ttanttos aiios, ni dichos precidialeij de Serralvo ni el 

crecido numrro de r~colttcrus clettanttas haciendas cnttre si <lisper

sas. Pudicran acaso remcdiarse, si con lo qu<'. se gastta en dichos 

precidialcs, y escoltcros se fonnase una compnnia Yolantte <le cin

q11enlta o qunrentta hombres cscogidos, que al cargo <le un rapittan 

y thenicntte en dos ttrossos recorrieJOsen aqnilla fronttera ori(•nttal. 

y escolttasen missioueros celosos qne reduxessen los gcnttilcs a los 
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pueblos qne se Jes formasen en sus mismas tien-as ath·ahiendolos 
aello con los agasajos, y el buen ttrattamientto prebenido en las 
Leyes. 

.Al Nuevo Reyno do Leon sigue la provincia y governaeion de 
Coahnila o Nueva Estremadura, larga de Sur a nortte mas de cientto 
vcinttc leguas hastta el Rio de l\Iedina en que comienza la siguientte 
ulttima nuesttra provincia, y govcmacion de Texas 6 Nucva Phi
lipinas. Enttre la de Coahuila, y el Seno Mexicano median tambien 
Yndios genttiles, y lo propio sucede en la ue Texas. Viben esttos 
Yndios en ranchcrias de pocas familias quellaman naciones, susttcn
ttandose solo de fruttas silbestres sin havittacion ni cnltto de religion 
alguna, y regularmentte esttan opuesttas enttre si diehas naciones 
of rancherias. No solo no estta poblada la referida costta del Ceno 
Mexicano des de Tampico a lo ultimo de Texas sino que quazi ttoda 
ella es enttcramentte desconocida. Lattierra es ttan vaja que en 
ella forma el mar frequenttes cienegas entteros, o lagunas que acasso 
haran menos apreciables sus immecliacioncs, bien que bay confussas 
verosimiles notticias dettener esttimables quanttiosas salinas como se 
experimentta en la descubiertta costta de Tampico. 

Sou nottorias las provincias, cuidaues, villas, y pueblos intterna
clos en dichas seis cienttas leguas cle l\Iexico para cl nortte, compre
hendiclos en el disttricto cleestta Real Audiencia, Arzovispaclo de 
Mexico, y Obispado de Valladolid, en el territorio clo la Real Audi
encia de Guadalaxara o Nueva Galicia obispado deestte nombre, y 
el de Durango o Nueva Viscaya, queesttienuen sus es11irittuales ju
risdicsiones auna, y ottra costta Toda la del nortte es deestta Real 
Audiencia M'exicana, y nada cle la cle Guadalaxara; pero sn obis
pado tieue alli las proviucias del Nuevo Reyno cle Leon, Coahuila 
y 'l'exas. Enttre la governaciou, y capittania-general de Guacla
laxara o Nueva Galicia, y la de la Nueva Viscaya so halla la es
tteril provincia de! N ayaritt pacificacla de pocos ai'ios ii estta partte. 

Signe clespnes intternada para el nortte clicha capittania-general 
y governacion de la Nueva Viscaya comprchensiva de varias pro
vincias llamada tambien del Parral por el Real de Minas de este 
nombre, que distta doscienttas noventta Ieguas do Mexico, y tresci
enttas sesentta su recomendaule vilb y Miueria clc San Phelipe el 
Real de Chiguagua. Como cien leguas mas adelante deestta, al mis
ma Rumbo del Nortte sehalla el Real Preciclio clel Passo, quees la en
ttra da para la proviucia y governacion del Nuevo Mexico cuya capi
ttal es la villa de Santta Fee, que distta de Mexico seis cienttas legnas. 

• 
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::.a Nneva Viscaya tiene al r_onientte la rcferida governaci.on y 
htpit:auia General clc Siualoa, y al orientte las clel Nnevo Reyno Y 
Cnahnila. E~tta como superior attodas la de el Nncvo Mexico co
muni.cada solo por cl Sur con la cle la N ue,a Viscaya, y por Ins 
demas 11arttes rodeath de Ymlios gcultiles. Deestta proviucia del 
Kucvo l\Iexico vaja el Rio nombrado clel Nortte, <1ui viniendo dcrc
cho al Sur cone immeiliatto a clicha ca1,iltal de Santta fee, y al 
expressatlo Real Prccidio de! Passo. De~pue:; tuerse al oricutte, y 
cortta alo-una partte de la N ucva \"iscaya de doncle rccive cl Rio clc 
Conclios~ AttraYicsa luego por medio de la Provincia cle Coahuila 
pasauclo tres leguas mas aclelantte de su Precitlio clc San Juan 
Baupttistta, llamado por ello clel Rio Grande. Tiene alli de aucho 
dicho Rio como un ttiro de rnla de fucil, y mas do Ulla yarn cle pro
fuutliJad, la que cu tiempo de aveuiJas suele subir aesttatlo y me
clio. Conttinua sicmpre a orieutte, y cmzando veintte lcguas mas 
alla cle la frouttera. tle tlicho Nncvo Reyno, y de su Preciclio cle Ser
rnh·o, desalma con nombrc de Rio Bravo, par tierras de Ymlios gen
ttiles deticouocidas de los uuestros. • 

A Ia provincia de 'l'cxas siguen como cientta _ quarentta leg~as 
pai-tte de la. luciana en quo habra veintte y ocbo auos so nos mett10-
ron los :Franccses vamla de Aca del famoso Rio ~Iisisipi corre estte 
de nortte a Sur ocho sienttas lcguas, y con tlos <le ancho tlesemboca 
domle comienza a cenar el Ccno l\Icxicano franqueando asu vueltta 
tanttas O mas ttierras, que ttotlas las ya intlicadas. Con dichas ocbo 
sienttas leguas de nortte a Sur divi cle el Mitiisipi totla estta Scpttcn
trional America en aos mittatlcs. La de aca SC forma de ttoclas 
nnesttras provincias tles t1e cl sittaclo Y sthimo clc Panama hast ta los 
ulttimos des cnbrinicenttos do Sonora, Nuevo Mexico Y Texas, Y 
aun hastta cl no descubicrtto esttrccl10 de .Anian ; n1jo ttodo del 
no;nbre clc Nueva Espana. La clo alla iucluyc la ottra partte de 
la Luciana, y su capittal la Nneva Orleans sobre cl :Missisipi, que 
anttes era la cimlad llC la )Iobila quarentta legnas mas aclelantte. 

Doce legnas Je In. ::llobila al Cena Mexicano esta nuesttra llahia 
y plaza cle Santta ::Ilaria de Galuc o Pansac~la ue doncle col'l'C nue_s
ttra costta <lo la Jnoritla hastta la. 1>lazn. y cnu1atl de Sau Augusttm 
sigueu tlominios Ynglezes y Sueco~, y passacla Terranova so ofrece 
al orientte de aciuellas disttancias el l\Iar quc rebnelbe por ttoclo lo 
descubicrtto clel uortte donil.e tienen sus colonias los Dinamarqueses. 

No solo se nos mettieron los Frnnceses con su Luciana de la partte 
de aca del ::IIisi~ipi cii'icnclo nucsttra provincia de 'l'exas sino que 

VoL. I.-25 
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• 
enttre estta, y el Nue,o :Mexico inttcrnaron sescntte leguas m,b aca 
su Prccidio y colonia de Candadachos sobre el Rio de estte nomhre. 
Por el Yajan en canoas hastta su ottro Precidio de San Jnan Baup
ttistta de Noch.ittoos <londe se junta dicho Rio de Candadachos 
con el qne nombran' Colorado o Rojo, yamas navegable hastta el 
}Usisipi. Desde csttc conttiuuan su navegaciou por el de Ylinois a 
Ios cinco Ynsignes Lngos tambieu navegables y co1111111icados enttre 
si por canalis. 

Prosigucu despnes dicha su na,cgacion por el C,milalogo Rio de 
San Lorenzo que naciendo de dichos Lagos desemboca al orientte 
en cl 1ifar con quarcntta leguas cle ancho, hacienda Ysla a 'rerrauo
ba. Sohre este Rio tienen los }~r:mcc~cs a Quebec, cappital y me
ttropoli de sus graudes colouias de Nueva Francia, y Canada. Po
sehen en ttodas muchos prccidios, crecidos pueblos, numerosas na
ciones de Yndios con quicncs facilmentte congeniau rayandosse y 
pinttandose como illos los rosttros hablando sus Idiomas, asistticudo 
a sos baylcs casandose con las Yndias, y rcse~ttanJo picles por Bu
jerias cuchillos y armas de foego aqne son mui propensas los YnJios. 

• En estte co11ttinuado trafico navcgan los l!'rancescs mas tle mil y 
ocho sienttas lcguas clesde doude deshagua dicho Rio de San Lo
renzo hastta cl sitado Preciclio de Ca11dadachos que dandolcs por cl 
Ceno Mexicano ottro mas vrebe viaje. 

Don Gabrill de Cardenas en cl ensayo para la Histtoria de la 
Florida (aiios cle mil sette sicnttos quattro y siguientes) dice, quc 
por attencion a. nuesttro cattholico monarca rcpelio el Christtiauissi
mo Luis Docimo quartto las repettidas insttancias del 1iiercaclcr }'ran
ees Crozat, que qneria cnttonccs poblar de Franccses loque oy cssu 
Luciana, y que muortto cl Christtianissimo en Septiembre clcl aiio 
de settesicnttos y quince logro Crozat sus ideas se formo una com
pania de comersianttcs obligada a conducir cacla ar'io cicrtto numcro 
de familias y gcnttc de gucrra con que esttendicron sus poblacioncs 
por las ri,cras del Rio Misisipi o de la palizada corttando una provincia 
de mas de mil leguas. Enttonces no sc havian aun propasado de la 
vanda de aca dcl :.'IIisisipi puos sus Precidios clc Nacl1ittos, y de Can
dadachos comeuzaron el aiio de scttcsienttos <lus y seis como ya se 
<lira. Lo siertto es, quo quantto poseen los Franeeses de la parttc 
de aca dcl Misisipi lo cerccnau y absttrahen de nucsttra Nucva Es
pana, nbrcendo pucrtta franca para exttcndcr sc cada clia mas, Su 
vecindacl hacc mas belicosos, y osados los Yndios genttiles que fre
quentte mcntte nos hosttilizan pues los Frnnccses lcs dun armas de 
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fuego, y cavallos en cuyo manejo se adicsttran summamen~te los 
Ynclios por sn uattural inclinacion, y agilida<l, y por exerc1ttarcle 
communmcntte en la caza cle Cibolos, vena dos, Osos y ottros ani
males de qne abundan sus ttierras. 

Reduciendo asu clebocion los Franceses poblndos en Candaclachos 
lo, Yllllios Apaches, y clc ottras Barbaras Nacioncs (quo median en
ttrc nucsttras Provincias de Texas, y Coahuila, y la clel N uevo 
~Icxico) pudicran 1nttroducirse siu ser sentticlos hasta la de la 
Nneva Viscaya, y si hoy no cs reselable C'Stto, por la union y cnlace 
delns dos Coronas, puede scrlo, sicmpre quo ayga alguu rompimi
entto. Ticnin los Franceses mas facil di~posission en sus ernpressas 
por el mayor numero de Gcntte y de. Yndios aliados concurrienclo el 
commodo transporttc c1esns apressos por los Rios Navcgables, y el 
eettar conttinuadas sns Poblasones para sosttencrse y auxiliarse. 

Ilisose ya presentte asu )Iagesttad en consulttas de quince de 
Scpttiembre de settesientos y quince, y veiutte y ocho de Julio de 
settcsicnttos dies y siettc, quan im porttantte era a la seguridad de 
esttos dominios que se esttabli,iesc por limitte enttre las dos Coronas 
dicho famoso Rio )Iisisipi, y fJUC ~e poblascn por nucsttra partte sus 
ma1jcncs de la Vamla cle aca ccrrando con su Candalo.sa corricntte 
toda ocasion de difcricncias y clistturbios. El asumptto parece i-e
comcndable y que noharia molcsttos los recucrclos. 

Para el esttaclo acttual de la Provincia y Governacion de Texas 
se insinuara algo tle la antterior contigua de Coahnila. La capittal 
deestta es la villa de Sautliago de la Monclova en que reciile el gov
ernador, quees ttambien capittau cle su Preciclio de San 1''rancisco 
con treintta y cinco plazas disttauttc de Jlfoxico doscicnttas ci~
quentta lcguas, veinttc y cinco mas adclauttc para el uortte attrav1-
essa el Rio de Savinas cine descicmle de azia cl :Conientte donJe se 
halla en dicha Provincia cl l'recidio del Sacramentto con un Capi
ttan y cinqucntta Solt1ados. 

Aottras vcintte y cinco lcgnas del mismo R·o clc Sabinas para el 
Norttc estta el Precidio de San Juan Baupttistta· del Rio grande con 
un capitan, y treintta y dos Plazas : y trcs leguas mas adelantte 
c111za el ya mcncionado Rio grandc del Norte en cuyas maijencs ay 
clifercnttes parajcs reconocidos por buenos para poblaciones y Ilaci
en<las. Desile dicho Precidio de San Juan Baupttistta de Rio 
gramlc has ta cl clc Sau Anttonio de V1•jar o Valero ( que estta estte 
seis leguas inttcrnaclo en la Provincia de Texas) median ottras se
tteutta leguas mi poblacion alguna cl t Locla su sircurnfcrencia. Tiena 
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dicho I'rccidio de San Anttonio un Capittan y quarcntta y ttrcs 
plazas, y en sns imme<liaciones sc halla la villa de San Femando 
con pocos vczinos Y slcnos de Canarias, y algunas ottras fmnilias de 
aca dcl RE>yno fondada en el ano de scttcsienttos treintta y uuo. 
Esttan alli ttaro11ien conttignas cinco Missiones de Yndios admiuis
ttradas por los RcYercnrlos Padres A postolicos c1e la ol1servancia de 
San Francisco de los Collegios de Quercttaro y Zacattecas. 

Aunqne cs ferttil aquella 'l'iena abcncficio de los Rios de San 
Pcclro, y San Auttonio que la banan no cs soficicntte para. los Pre
cidialcs, Poblaclorc~, y l\Iisiones que repettida.s vcccs so Jiau quejado 
de hallarsc csh·c cl1aclos, y sin po<1er csttenclcrse por las freqnienttes 
hosttilidacles qne experimenttan de los Ynclios .Apaches. La lomi
ria grando que sttos ocupan comiensa a veinttc legnas de dicho Pre
cidio mas inttemacla al N ortte cle tlonde salen a insulttar, no solo por 
ttodos los quattrn vienttos de dicho Prccidio de San .Anttonio de 
Vejar; sino que se inttel'Ilan hasta la Provincia de Coahuila; u~san 
de cavallos, A1·mas cle fuego y flechas con m11cha desttreza y agili
clacl sin havcrscles escarmenttado con las companias eonttra ellos 
executtadas los aiios de settesienttos treintta y dos, y settesicuttos 
y quarentta. Pidcn la paz c1uanclo se concidei-an amenzados; pcro 
luego la qnebrauttau traitlora y alebosamentte con muerttcs, y todo 
Genero de barbaras attrocicladcs, teuiendo en menos sus hijos y mu
geres que el logro de algunos Cavallos. 

Sesentta leguas al orientte de dicho Prccidio de Vejar sobre el 
Ceno )Iexicano estta la Bal1ia de San Bernardo (llamada mas co
munmentte dcl Espirittn Santto) en que desaquan dos Rios y ttres 
Arroyos, y soncleada en Octnbre del ai'io de seiscientos y nobentta 
tema la enttracla dies y ochopalmos en vaja l\Iru:, y en plena veintte 
y quattro, y cleutro dcla barrn tres, quattro, y siettc brnzas enparttes. 
En sns immediaciones sepuso ottro l~recidio que hoy se balla treintta 
legnas mas intternaclo azia el de San Anttonio de Bejar sobre las 
marjenes del Rio de Guadalupe donde ostta ottra )[is,ion aclminis
ttrada tambien por dichos Revcrendos Pach·cs Aposttolicos. 

Cient.to settentla y dos lcguas ue dicho Precidio de Sau .Anttonio 
estta el paraje nombrado propriamentle Texas, Asinays, o N echas, 
y sesentta leguas mas adelantte se hallan ottras trcs }Iissiones, y el 
Precidio de Nuesttra Senora clel Pilar de los Aclays con sesentla 
plazas dequee,s Capittan el Go\·ernador. Es el Precidio de los 
Adays capittal dettoda aq_uella Provincia; distta de l\Iexico seisci
enttas leguas, y siette del ya referido Precidio ]!'ranees de San Juan 
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Baupttistta de Kochitos. Des<le dicho Rio de lilcdina en que comi
enza dicha Provincia cle Texas hastta el Preci<lio clclos A.clays en 
qne termina; es su longittud de Sur a Norte como cle doscienttas 
q_uarenta leguas, y sn lattittml tlc Ponicntto al Seno Mexicano como 
de ochentta La tierra es ttoda lluna, y attravessada de veintte y 
sicte Rios y .Arroyos ; pcro tan profunclos, que son inuutilcs sus 
aguas para el rcgadio. Con sus crcsicnttes y aveniclas forman mu
chos cstteros Ciencgas y Lagunas, que hacen panttanoso y poco 
traucittable el Terreno. .Abunclan los Rios de I'czca, y los mon
ttcs de Cibolos, venaclos, Osos, Conejos, Liebres, Perdices, Codor
nises, y Pabos como ttambieu de Silbcsttres Casttanas, Kuezes, 
I'auaz, Xisperos, Enzinos, l\lorcras, l'inos y ottros .A.rboles que 11a
recio de gran commodidacl para Poblacioncs a los primeros descu-

bridorcs. 
El primcro clcesttos fue Robertto Cavalier de la Sala nath1ral do 

Roan en Francia que \'ibiendo en la Canada emprcl1emlio por di
chos Lagos cl dcscubrimuntto dcl Rio )Iisisipi por tlonde clescmboca 
en el Ccno :'.\lcxicauo; y conduciclo a l!'rancia volbio conquattro Na
vios cncargado de poblar las Riveras del :Misisipi pcnsanda pene
ttrar clespucs h:::sta nuesttros l\lincrnles de la. N ucYa Vi sea ya. Erro 
l.i cuttratla. clcl Rio ]lfoisipi, y dio con unesttra Dal1ia dcl Espirittu 
Santto quc llamo cle San Luiz y dcl mismo nombrc crigio alli un 
Prcciclio en principios dcl aiio de seiscicnttos ochentta y cinco. Dcx
ada Guarnicion busco por ttierrn cl )lisisipi, attravcsaudo el reforido 
paraje uornurado de 'l'exns le mattnron el aifo de seiscienttos ocl1en
ta y sictte sus mbmos companeros, qnc luego so rnstittnycron a 111. 
)iucva .Francia. Frnsttadas varias cliligcncias dccsltc Govicrno so
l.ire los designios de Robertto los descubrio en el a110 de sciscienttos 
ochentta y ocho un }'ranees uombrado J can Eurritp1e, apreheudido 
en las imrncdincioncs de la Provincia de Coahuilu. onttre los Yndios 

• Barbaros quc ynltcuia asu dcbocion. 
Sabida assi la cuttratla delos Fnmcescs a tlicha Bahia passo aella 

de onlcn dccsttc Govicrno con cien hombres el Governador cle Coa
huila .Alom:o de Lcou, que hablo arrninado clicho Precitlio, muerttos 
los Francese& de su guarnicion, y arxojatlos los pclttrechos por a.que
llos Yndios Baruaros, BuHcnroulc clos de ciuco Franccscs quese man
ttenian entre los Ymlios 'l'exas, y n1cltto a Coalrnila los embio a 
Mei..ico irnformamlo uien de aquellas tierras y do los Ynclios Gen
ttiles para sn reducion. 

Fue cmbia<ln seguuua vcz, aiio de seiscicnttos y noventa, ol mis-
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mo Govemador Alonzo clc Leon con ciento y clics soltlac1os, v al!!U
nos Religiosos que cstta1,losicron en Texas la Mission de Fr~nci:co 
dondc se qucdaron los ~Ii~sioncros con pocos solc1aclos para 'luc las 
libcrttades deesttos no iuclispusiesion a los 1nclios. Nottici:u1o su 
l!Iagcsttacl de la cmprcssa mando en Reales Ceclulas clc veintte y 
sietc de ::IIayo, y veintte de Sc-1,ttiemhre de sciscienttos y novcntta 
n fomcnttase In pacificacion y reducion clc aquclla Provincia como 
ttan importtantte al resgnarclo tlelas rlemas dcesttos Domi11ios. Passo 
a este fin cl ai'io de sciscicnttos novcntta y uno Don Domiugo 'rhc
ran de los Rios nombrnclo para cllo Governaclor cle Coahuila y texas, 
con dos mill y quinicnttos pesos cle suclclo. Llcbo en su compania 
cinquentta soldaclos a qnattrosi<>nttos pesos cacla uno, eattorce Rcli
giosos Francisca.nos sacertlottcs, y siette Legos para poner tres ::llis
sioncs en Tcxag, quattro cu los Cancladachos y una en el Rio cle 
Guadalupe loquesc aprobo clcspncs en Real Cecluln de treinta de 
Dizicmbrc de sciscicnttos novcntta y dos, manclando se conttinuasen 
cliehas convcrcioncs con ttocla Eticacia. 

Reeouocio 1'11cran los Candac1achos, y ser navegablc su Rio, fun
daronsc las l\Iissioncs; pero duraron poco, por haver sobrevenido 
faltta de Coseec11as, l1avcrse mu~to los Ganados, y exasperadose Ios 
Yndios vexados de los solclarlos; y assi el ai'io tie seiscienttos no
veutta y ttrcs se salieron ttodos los Religiosos desamparandolo ttodo. 
Dada qucntta dcello acsttc Superior Govierno se resolbio- en junta 
de Once de 1\Iarzo de sciscicnttos uovcntta y q11atro, se sobrc seyese 
en las Provic1eucias de aqnclla pacificacion hastta c1ue el tiempo ofrc
siese mrjor oporttunidad y sc dio qucntta asu l\Iagcsttacl en dicho 
mes de l\Iarzo qucdaudo assi frustradas ttodas las cuttraclas referidas 
y sus crecidos gasttos. 

Por Agosto de settesienttos eattorcc llogo al enunciac1o Precitlio 
del Rio grande en Coahuila Dou Luis de San Denis y don )Icdar 
J alet con ottros dos Frnnccscs ; y trahidos a l\Icxico de Orden dcl 
Excelentissimo Senor VitTcy Durp1e cle Linares exh·io aqui San 
Denis Patteutte del Govcrnador de In l\Iobila con fccha de Septtiem
bre <lei ai'io de trccc, para quc viuicso cen veintte y quattro hombres 
a Texas, y comprase alli Bueyes, Cavallos y ottros Gauadas para 
la Colonia de la Luciana suponiendo se manttenian en Texas nues
ttras Missiones. Dcelaro Sn Denis, que hnvian venido en unn Pira
gua desde la 1\Iobila bastta Nachittos, doncle havian dcsembarcado, 
Y q~e llegados a Texas, y no en conttrado alli alos Espaiiolcs, se 
havrnn vueltto los soldados l'ranccses, quo danc1ose solo quattro eu 

I 
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los Texas, y que con los ottros tres havia pasado hast!a dicho Pre
cidio del Rio Grande. Exprcsso tambien quc los Ynd1os Texas cle
ceaban, volbicscn los Missioneros Espai'ioles. 

Vistto todo 11or su cxcclcncia en Juntta de veintte y dos de A_gos
tto del aiio de sctt.,sienttos y quince se despacho a Don Dommgo 
Ramon con vcintte y cinco soldados algunos )rissioncros, y demas 
aprcsttos 11ara que resttablesicsc en _Texas las M~ssioncs ; y foe de 
eonclucttor el mismo Prances San Dems. Restables1eronsc con cfectto 
las ::\Iisiones en 'l'cxas y so fomlaron otti-as de nucvo en los Ad.'iys. 
sicte Jcgnas mas aca de N achitoos adonde passo Ramon y. v10 el 
Fncrtte queen una Yslctta de aqncl Rio Colorado o Roxo tcmnu lo_s 
Franceses con treinta hombres, espcramlo ottros cinqucntta para alh, 
y para los Caudadnchos. En conttrnse en Texas Pano ~zul, E8~0-

pettas, Avalorios, y ottros Generos, que los ~Yntlios_ havrnn_ hav1do 
tie Jos Franceses; y se supo que desdc el ano de dies y sc1s cstta-
van ya estos poblaclos en los Canc1ac1achos, y Nochittoo~. . 

IIaviasr casaclo el Frances San Denis con uua. sobnna de d1cho 
commandantte Ramon ; y ofrecicnclo volb<'erse a vibir con los Espa· 
nolcs passa attraheer de In Mobiln los bienes que alli ~enia. Trax~
los con efcctto en cattorce fanlillos; pero fue dcnunciac1o que havia 
trahido crecicla por cion clc comercio ilicilto en quattr~ Fr~~attas 
por cl Rio Kachitoos. Dcnuncioselc tambicn quccra mm fnm1ltar de 
los Yndios Texas, entrc quieues liavia esttaclo por temporadas, Y 
algnnas do qunttro meses; quc savia. su lengua, y Jes ern rnui gr~tto. 
Aumentto couttra el los sospcchas cl aviso qne por cnttonccs tho el 
G;\·crnaclor de Panzacoln de quo los l!'rancescs quo el ano detrecc 
hnvian salido de la 1,fohiln volbicron aelln con mucho g:mado, pub
licamlo havian penetraclo hastta Conlmila. En fuerza de cstlas sos
pcchas el Exceleuttissimo Senor Virrey ~[arqncs de Valero ( que ~e 
1iallarn rccieu euttrado en el Govierno) 111s0 traher prcso n Sn De~1s 
encargnndo csttrechamentc la averiquacion dcsu ilicitto eomcr~10; 
pero solo se en couttraron los catto1·sc fan1illos. Mnlogro so asst la 
quec1ada de un ttan gran practtico cle ttoclos aq~1ellos P~yzes, y su_s 
natturalcs, qual era clicho Frances Sau Dems, quen~o y estti
mac1o de los Yuc1ios quo facilittarin mucho su reducc1011 y con
ver sion coroo lo reprcscnttaban los Missioncros, pidicndo se les re-

mittiesse. 
Ciamaban el comanclanttc Ramon y los Missioneros po~ socor:os 

cle genttc y aprcsttos para su subsisttencia en aquellns d1sttanc1as 
por lo quo cl Excclcnttisimo Seiior :Marques de Valero nombro Go-

.. 
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vernador de Coalmila y Texas al Sargentto mayor Don 1iiarttin de 
Alarcon Oa.Yallcro del Ordeu de Santtiago para quo pasase con sin
quentta soklailos mnesttros de Carpintteria, .Albanilcria y Iforreria 
Ganados, y dcmas Aprcsttos a poblar en dicha Proyincin de Texas. 
Enttro a priucipios de! aiio de settesicnttos dies y ocho ; 1rnro h1ego 
se quexaron los :;\fissioneros de cruc 110 l1avia llevaclo completto el 
numero de solclados que fa Gentte era innuttil, y las Providcncias 
poco arrcgla<las. Al mismo ticmpo pidio Alarcon dinero aprcsttos 
y ottros cicntto rnttcntta y cinco solclados, y liaviendo sele ncgado 
hizo rcnuncia del Govierno la qne le fne aumittida. 

Rottn la Guerra cnttre EHpaiia y Francia invndieron los France
ses a Pansacola en dies inncve de :Mayo cle settesientos y dies inu
eve y aottro t:11 clia. dcl siguientte (clia digo) Jnnio por in,aciou, o 
amenaza de! cxprcsado Don Luis de San denis commandanttc que
era, (yes oy) dcl <licho Precidio Frances <le Sau Juan Baupttistta 
de Nnchittoos se 1·ettiraron nuesttras Micioucs de .A.days, y Texas 
al Precidio de San Anttonio c1c Bl•jar. Para resttablescrlas, paso de 
Orden de dicl10 Excclenttissimo Senor Virrey Marques de Valero 
el Marques clc Snn Miguel clc Aguayo con nombramientto de GoYcr
nador de aquella Provincia, y dela de Coahuila. Llevo los Missiou
eros que se havian rcttirado a San Anttonio, y quinicnttos montta
dos divididos en ocho compaiiias. Camino bastta los .Adayz sin 
opcion alguna <le Franceses manttcniendose csttos en dicbos sus Pre
cidios de C:mdac1achos y N achittoos. 

Notticiado su l\Iagesttac1 de la preparada expcdicion mando en 
Real Cednla de seis de Mayo de settesienttos veiutte y uuo no se 
hisicse Guerra a los Frauceses recobrada que fuese dicha ProYincia 
de Texas, fa f[UC FC forttificasc, y especialmcntte la Bahia dcl Espi
rittn Santto con los Prccidios comLeuienttes. Rcsttablicio el )lar
ques las ttrcs Jllissiones de los A.days, y erigio alli cl ya nombrado 
Precidio de nnesttra. Senora del Pilnr siette leguas mas aca del tle 
Nacl1ittoos, y en el mismo cmnino. Puso ottro Preciclio, y rcstti
ttuyo ottras tres ~Ii.ssioncs en cl paraje llamado propriamentte Texas, 
qucda el nombre attoda la Provincia, y estta como on su mctlio 
cientto scttenttn y dos legnas aclelantte del de San .Auttonio scsentta 
leguas anttcs tambien de! Frances de Nachittoos y trcinttn del de 
Cancladachos, quces assi mismo de Franceses. 
' Esttablecio ottro Precidio con nomhre do Nncsttrn Senora de Lo
retto en c1icha Bahia c1e1 Espirittn Santto, o San Bernardo, y en el 
sittio mismo que havian tenido cl suyo de San Luiz los Francescs 
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inttrot1uciclos por dicho Robcrtto Cavalier cle la Sala. Congrcgo cl 
Marques ottra )foion de Yndios al abrigo de dicho Preciclio; quccs 
el que ,a refcrido so int terno c1espues attreinttn legnas dcl c1c San 
.Anttonio de Vejar; y oy por micclo de los ApacheH sn vaja. a cl 
para yr n los Ailays. Mcjoro cl Prccidio de San Anttonio de Sittio 
colocandolo enttrc los Rios cle San Anttonio y San Pedro con sus 
dos Misi011es a quesc agrcgaron cles1mes ottras ttres vcnidas de dicho 
parajc de 'l'cxas. Dejo en clichos quattro Precidios Doscienttos SC· 

scntta y ocho soldados los cientto en los A.days; veinttc y cinco en 
Texas; noveutta en la. Bahia; y ciuquentta y ttrcs en San .Anttonio 
de Bejar. Ocupo en ttodo lo rcfericlo (sin los prcparattivos) desde 
Noviembre de scttesienttos veintte hastta 1\layo de settcsienttos 
veintte y dos. 

Por Realcs Cedulas de dies de Mayo cle settesienttos veinttc y 
nucve mando su Magesttad viuiessen quattro sienttas familias de 
Canaiias (de Dies en dies, o de cloce en Doce) en Rexistros a la. 
Jlayaua, clc donclc por Veracruz se tra11s11orttascn a Tejas y alli se 
lcs manttubiese un aiio de Real Ilacicncla. Nohan veuido hastta 
ahora. sino Diez cle a cinco Personas, quesc condujcron a Texas en 
J uuio de Scttesienttos y treintta con no pocos costtos y molesttias ; 
y agrcgadas ottras familias dcpor a.ca sefunclola. rcfericln Villa de 
San Fernando, quces la uuica Poblacion de Espaiiolcs eutan dila
ttada Provincia, y rccomeuilable Fronttera. Menos costtoso, y mo
lesttamentte sc transporttarian dichas f'amilias vinicndo de la Havana, 
a clicha. Bal1ia dcl Espiiittu Santto pero como se halh despoblada, 
seria prcsiso ac1clanttar alli apresttos para la couducion a los Pue
blos destinaclos, y que en csttos los lmbiese para las vibicnilas La
bores G'anaclos y demas conducentte. 

Las Poblacioncs convcndrian foeseu consecuttivas, y poco clis
tanttes uuas cle ottras para podcr socorrersc en las invacioncs clc 
Yn<lios enemigos, y ttraficar sus fructos arttcfacttos, y dcmas neccs
saiio, vcJUlienclo fos scmbras, y comprando sus mencsttcrcs. Qneda 
ya dicha la abnndancin clc Pcsca, Casa, ArLoles y Frntas de aquel 
terreno, naturalmentte ferttil aun sui cl 1·ricgo, qnc facilitaria la. iu
dusttria, como ttambicn el usso de aquellos Rios y Bahia dcl Espiri
tu Santto, para cl transportte de fmcttos ala Havana, Vera. cruz, y 
ottros Puerttos clccstte Reyno. Hallanse alli inculttas tan pingues 
tierras Yiell\lose en lo inttcrnn.do sobrc uu cortto peclazo frcqucntes 
lasttimosos 11leyttos; y muchas familias polJrcs por no ttcner aque 
dedicarse, ni lo presiso para couclucirse a aqucllas disttancias, qucsi-

f 
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endo Bancr:i de Franceses y resguardo delas demas provincias es 
mui importtnnttc su Pueble. 

T1·es }lilliones de pesos llevara gasttados la Real Hacienda en 
las referidas enttradas, Precidios, y }Iissiones de dicha Proviucia de 
Texas, y mas de ottros sesentta y tres mill pesos cs el gravamen A 

annual de su manuttcncion tenienuo hoy menos pueble, que el re
ferido ano de scttesicntto8 vcintte y dos ; pues para los pocos Yezi
nos augmenttados de la Villa de San l!'cmanc1o se reformaron de 
aquellos Precidios (por su nucyo rcglamentto de Abril de settesicn
ttos veintte y nucve) cl capitan y los veintte y cinco soldados de! cle 
dicho parage c1cl nomlm1do Texas; quarentta })lazas del del9s 
.A.dayz; ciuqueutta del de la Bal1ia y dies clcl de San Anttonio de 
Bejar 'lue son por ttodos cientto y ttreiutta y seis l1ombres, Jamas 
se cxonerara la Real Hazieuda de c1icho corrientte annual graYamen 
y mucho meuos podm esperar algnn frutto de dicha I)rovincia por 
medio de los ttres Precidios, que l1oy mantiene; como en los mas 
antiques de ottras lo cnsina assi la cxpcriencia. Quasi todos se sittu
aron on sus p1-iucipios con poca o uingnna attencion a l)ol,laciones 
en parajcs poco commodos para elfas, dcbicndo ser cstto su princi
pal fin. 

Una legua adclantte del Prccidio de los Adayz por la partte su
perior hay una laguna del mismo nombro quc boguca dies leguas 
dcstta quattro del Prccidio Frances de Nachittoos, y la attravie5a 
el Rio Canclaclacl1os, ycnclo ajunttarsse con cl refcrido Colorado o 
Rojo. Nottiene clicho Precidio de los Adays (sicnclo Oapittal cle 
aquella Provincia) mas qne un cortto ojo ue Agua, cscaso mm parn 
los Ganaclos, y Cavallada de la Guarnicion, y sinttcrreno a propo
sitto para Semillas, las quo compran aquellos Prccidiales a los Prnn
ccses de Nachittoos. De ordcn de cstta Capitania General, se 
busco parajo en quo lll<'jorai· dicho Precidio, y no so hallo enttoc1a 
aquella circumfcrcncia vcxisttrac1a por quince dias; pero en monos 
tiempo lo hallarian a casso ottros mas inttorcsnnttes Poblaclores. 

Apenas gozan aquellos y demas Precidialcs cien pesos de los 
quattro cientos asiguados rcgularmentte acada uno de sueldo, pucs 
aunque por dicho Xuevo reglamcnto estan Araucclados los precios 
de los gcueros en qnc lcs pagan los Govcrnadores y Oapittanes sa
can esttos, y sus corr<'sponsales (que Jes remitcu las factturas de 
Mexico) crecidas ganancias que reporttan los soldados, y jugando lo 
poco quc· lcs quecla Yibcn sicmprc ac1enuados, y muchas veccs sui 
armas Oarnllos, y dcmas npresttos para las funcioncs y l1echos pm-os 
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criaclos cle los commanrlanttes. Trescieuttos sescntta y ocho mill 
qninicnttos noventta pesos annuales paga su Magesttac1 por esttos 
vcintte y trcs Precidios inttemos; de qnc hay dos en la Ysla cle 
California quattro en Sonora uno en el Nayarit, seis en la Nneva 
Viscaya tlos en cl Nuevo ~lexico, uos en el N uevo Reyno de Leon 
trcs en Coahnila, y los ottros trcs cu la Provincia de Texas, impor
ttan ottrn gran summa los exttipendios de los Religiosos )lissioneros 
assi de dichas Provincias como ttambien delas de 1'ampico Sierra 
gonla y Rio Verde. 

Son mui auttiquos los mas de dichos P1·eciclios, y :\Iissiones sin 
apariencia alguna clc quc pucda. libcrttarso desn gravamen en mu
ches aiios la Real Ilaciencla lo grarsasc acassa si en lugar cle Pre
cicliales se rcclutasen por algun detterminac1o tticmpo (de ocho o 
dies aiios) y con los mi~mos sneldos snficicnttes Pol,Jadores casados 
y dcl mayor numcro cle hijos adclantta doseles lo corre;;ponilicntte 
de dichos sucldos para su rcclucion, .Aperos y Armas qnc hul,i<'sen 
de manttener sicmprc y conccdienclose Jes lo prcveuido cn las Leyes 
de! Tittulo ciuco libro quai-tto de Yudias. Passaclos assi los ocho o 
dies anos de la combcncion qneuavan ya esttablccidas ac111cllas l'ob
lncio11cs y ccsava el gravamen de la Real Ilacicncla para podcr com
lJerttirlo en ottras con que ordenaua y successhamentte sc poblascn 
las fronttcras y biniese a cliscargnrse cnttcramcnttc con cl tiom110 la 
Real Ilncicnda resguarr1andose y hacienuosc uttilcs las Proviucias 
cessarian tnmbicu las .illissionos pasando a Docttrinas y Curattos 
pues ala vistta y con el cxemplo de los Espanolcs (y sin las v('ja.
ciones liberttailes y cxccssos de los solclndos) sc docilittarian y apli
cadan mas prestto aqucllos Ynclios. 

llnchos de los Prccidiales no son Espanoles sino de ottrns imferi
ores caliclades y rcgularmentte viciosos y mal cnttrettcnidos por lo 
quo pudieran danar mas quc aprovcchar, Poblaciones suyas en 
aquellas distancias. Por el mcdio propucstto se recluttariau solo 
pobladorcs Espaiiolcs quo no falttarian en esttas Provincias, y por 
cl conocimicntto quo ticnen de los Ynclios, y del Regional usso, y 
culttivo de las Tierras seriau mas apropositto, que los Ysleiios de Ca
narias, y mcuos costtoso, y molestto su transportte. Tampoco fal
ttarian sugcttos de comfi::mza que tomasen por assientto esttas pob
laciones, y cl solicittnr los vczinos sacando de las cuidatles y espe
ciahncnttc decstta cortte algunas dettanttas familias pobres y mal 
aplicatlas quo solo sirven de grnvnm('n en la Republica. 

Aunr1uc la Ley dies y sietto tittulo uuo libro <1uattro de Ynclias 
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manda que niugnn dcscubrimicntto, nucva navcgacion ni poblacion 
se1iaga a costta de la Real Ilacicnda ni gasttcn de ella cos:i a1guna 
en estto los quc govcrnarcn aunqno tingan Podcres e insttmccioncs 
para haccr descubrimicuttos y Niw<'gaciones sino lo tnvicren espe
cial para que sea a costta de la Real Ilacieuda; pcro ya sc vce que 
en la forma predicha no resulttarian gravamencs sino ahonos. y 
sobre ttoclo la recomcndable publica importta11cia cle Ins Poblaciones. 
Si cl assumptto mereciel'C !'l superior agrmlo de V. excelcncia podra 
tambien trattar1o con audiencia de los dos Senores :Fiscale,; en juntta 
General do Soiiorcs ltinisttros, y Personas practticas que pnt'llan fa
cilittar ottros meclios mas congruentcs y eficnces para la Poblacion 
y rcsgnardo de dic1ins ProYincias y l!'ronttc1·as, y en especial la de 
'.rexas mucho mas attendiLle por scr1o de una Nacion tau numerosa, 
Polittica dominnnttc y acttiba qual es la 1''rnnccsa. 

Recojicndo ya el hilo c1elas expediciones de Tejas para los pun
ttos del Ymforme pedido por la Real Ce<lula de Quinse de Julio de 
settesicuttos quarentta, quecstta por cavezn. de cstte <'Xpcdicnttc se 
halla qnc al Marques de San :Miguel clc. Aguayo sncrcdio cu cl Gn
vicrno de aqueUa ProYincia sn Thcnicntte G cneral Don :Fcmando 
Perez de Almazan. Siguioselo Don }Ielchor de }Ic<liaYilla, y aestte 
Don Juan Anttonio llusttillos y Cevallos. Por :m renuncia enttro 
en clicho Govierno el Capittan Don Manuel cle SancloYal, qne aca
vaba de senir cl de Coahuila con que havia pasaclo a. estte Rey110 
el ailo de Settcsienttos vcintte o ocbo dcspucs de haver scrviclo en 
los Rcales exercittos vcinte aiios y sicte meses de cadettc, oficial y 
Thcnicnttc de Capittan cle Granaderos. Apocesionose a principios 
clel ailo de gcttesienttos trcinta y quattro, y rccidio cl mayor tiempo 
en dicho I>rccidio de San Anttonio de Bejar para reparar m<'jor 
aqucllas freq uenttcs hostti1idaclcs de los inttrepiclos llai·b:wos .Apa
ches, prcnuido as~i por el excelenttissimo Scilor Virrey :i\Iarqucs de 
ca~safuertte. 

Dcsde el sittado aiio cle scttesienttos dies, y scis sittuarou los 
I!'ranccscs c1iclio su prccic1io do N achittoos de la pai-tte de aca rle 
rlicho Rio Coloratlo en una Y slctta formada solo en tiempo <le abeni
<las <le un br1tzo clel mismo Rio. Ala partte de aca <le cstle Eraso, 
tcnian los l<'rnnccscs tambicn dcsde el principio, alguna's c11ssa;;, 
Ranclios, Ilnerttas y scmbra,lol'<, y un corral para la cavallada de 
su comandantte Don Luis <le Sandcnis esltendien<lo su gocc liastta 
cl Al'Toyo hondo y paraje llamnclo la gran mouttaiia que media las 
sielte ll'gu::s de enttrc los <los Frccidios de Adays y de X acltittoos. 
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Por csttar bajar innudable y lmmeda dicha Y sleta a por ottros dcs
ttinos, o mottibos comensaron a mudar los Prnnccses en fines de 
setcsicnttos treintta y cinco dicho su Precic1io a lo r1ue anttes cm la 
cassn de uno t1c dichos Franceses disttantte de la Y sletta un ttil'O cle 
fucil segnn los tci;ttigos, o un ttercio de Lcgua segun cl mismo com
mandan ttc Frances en sus carttas Respuesttas constanttes de auttos. 

Prosi.,uieron Jos Franccscs con eficacia clicha Translacion di cien-
" do era cle orden cle la cortte de Paris dada el Governador de la Lu-

ciana Don Juan Bnupttisttn. Biembille. Hallavase Sandoval eu 
dicho Precidio de Sun Anttonio de Vejar docicnttas y quarentta 
leguas mas nca de dicha l<'ronttera cle los Adays. Tenia de su The
nientto General en ella al .Alferez Don Joseph Gonzales, quien en 
cartta cle doce de Novicmbrn de dicho ai'io de trcintta y cinco le 
aviso ttodo lo exprcssaclo. Responcliole Sandoval en veintte y 
uueve del mismo que rcsisttiese dicha trauslacion requiricnc1o por 
ttrcs veces al expressado commandante Frances Sandenis para quicn 
le embio cart.1. sobrclo mismo, y duraron los rcqnerimicnttos y re
combenciones bastta fines de Agostto de scttecienttos treintta y seis. 

Nottcnia Sandoval documentto algnno de aqucllos Limittcs y re
feridas anttesceclenttes cxpccliciones, y assi solo por verba1es notti
cias arquin : que dichos Alonzo cle Leon, Don Domingo Thc~·an, y 
Domingo Ramon precedieron a los Francesca en la Ocupac1on de 
ague! terreno : que desde euttonces y siempre despucs se l1avia teni
do cl Rio Colornclo por limlo enttrelas clos Col'onas poscyendo la de 
Espana toclo lo de la. 11artte de aca corno se hnvia bcrificado en a_l
gunos cxprcssos acaesimicnttos : que en cnso dq alguna clucla dev1a 
darso qucntta a los Soberauos y cspcrar su reso~ucion s11s11~ncl'.cn
dose en intterin los Frauceses pues <lelo conttrano so neccss1taria a 
rcsisttir los con las .A.rmas. , 

El commandantte Frances Dou Luis de Sandeuis Cavallero dcl 
orden de San Luis Oponia : que los Francescs fueron los primcros 
descubridores en el rcfe1ido aiio de sciscicnttos ocJ1cntta y cinco: 
que en el c1e settesicnttos vcintte y uno crigio dicho llla~·qucs c1e San 
:Miguel de Aguayo nuestlro Precidio de los A<lays, temcndo mucho 
anttes cl suyo los Franecses en clicha Ysletta y <le la parte de aca 
cassas Corrales, y ottras Posccsioncs, que no rcsisttio el Marques, ni 
sus successores : que cu cl aiio de scttcsienttos dies y ocho csttnbo, 
y se socnnio <licho Ramon <lel I>i·ccidio cle N acliittoos: cine al mis
mo Sandenis debieron los Espaiioles la postte1ior ocupacion de los 
A.days, y fundacion de sus :llissiones: quc los Frauccses represcn-

it1 
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tt:rrnn en aquel Dominio a los Ymlios Nachittoos quicncs no solo 

poscyan ticrrns de In pal'tte clc alla clcl Rio Colorado Fino tambien 

clc In pal'tto <le aca sin conttrndicsion c1e los Yndios Adays aquienes 

succedierou Jos Espai'iolcs: qne no Cbttav:m dihidicl:ts las siettc leguas 

de rnttre ambos Precic1ios ni hnvia razon para quo los E:<pmioles so 

Ins apropiaFcn todas: qne el obr:n-n en virttud c1e onlcnes <le~us su

pcriorcs, y nopo<lia suspenclersc, y quo si fnese inva<lido con Armas 

so clcfcnclcria con ellas, y serian las conscquencias de qucnlta del 

culpado. 
Ilallavaso Sandoval prevcniclo de estte Superior Govicmo para 

que celase, y cmbarasase a los Frnnccscs por ttodos los me<lios posi

l1lcs c>l quesc excdicsscn de sus limittc>s pcro quo no rompicFsc con 

cllos sin dal' pumcro quentta lo quo cxccutto con copia de las respu

csttas clel comman<lanttc Prances Sanrlcnis. Prohibiose tmnbien 

por Yando en los .Adays toda comunicacion, y ttrato con franceses 

paracprn ni aun se Jes comprasen las scmillas y basttimcnttos acos

ttumbrmlos. Flin embnrgo conttinuarou Ios Franceses la 'l'ransla

tion cle dicho su J>rccidio; flue cs fabricado de csttacas haciendo 

alli sn Y glcsia, y como catorce cassas para el Jiinisttro Eclesiastico, 

y clc algnnos l'rcciclialcs y vezinos. 

Ilavin por <'nttonc<'s veni<lo de Espniin Don Carlos de F.ranqnis 

couttittulo de Coronel, y futtura de] Govierno cle 1'1axcala, que hallo 

prcocupaclo. Confiriole en lnttcrin el Excclenttissimo Sciior Arzo

visr,o Yirr<'y cl cle tcxns <le qne~e aposcessiono en l-epttiembre de 

:,;etesicuttos trcintta y seis. )fanifestto luego su Gcnio Lorrn~coso, 

pettulanttc, y precipittado a qucsc siguieron qucjas de Escanclalosos 

temernrins injurias con quo trnttn va a nqucllos Rcligiosos Missione

ros, de quo 11uittava y abria los pliegos y cnrttns quc ~alian de 

aqnella Provincia de que sin faculttad alguna havia pucstto en el 

Cl·1,o con dos pares clc grillos en la capiltal clc los A.clays asu anttes

ccsor Sandornl, quittadolc sus papelc~, y processadole dcspucs cri

minalmenttc sobre apal'attadas clcmanclas clc 'aqurllos Procidi:tles y 

~obrc dicha trnnslacion del Prcciclio Frnnccs qne abulttava sin lim

ittc. Passo a Texas cl Govcrnnclor dcl ~uevo Reyno de Leon con 

Dcspaclio clec:,tta Capiltania G encral cle nu eve de Julio de scttesi-

• cnttos treintla y siette y pcs1p1iso a .Frnnq_uis rettira11dole antes al 

l'rcc-idio de f-nn ,Juan Hnuptti~ttn dcl Rio grande en Coalmila que 

dcscertto vi11ic•nclose ncstta Corttc. Remitio dicho Govcrna<lor a 

<'Stta Capittaui:i General la pczqnisa en summaria y por nottener 

}'ranquis l1il'IH'S de <pie pagar los trcs mill qaattrosienttos y mas 
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pesos de los Salnrios y Costtos, sele sacaron a Saudo,·al y dcspucs 

sc dettermino cliclia pczqnisa. 
El ano de scttcsicnttos h-eintta y oclia dio Sandoval su Residen

cia convistta delo conttra el proccssado por l?ranquis la quc rcmittio 

el Juez sin detterminar a estla Oapittani11. General, y con prcvin re

spucstta del Senor Fiscal Vedoya se senttcuciaron en vcinttc y ocl10 

de )farzo de scttesicuttos quarentta sus siette cargos. .Absolvioscle 

del ttcrcero, y quartto quintto y scpttimo y se le multto en quinien

ttos pesos por el primcro y scgnndo de 110 haYer reciclido en los 

A<lays ni scnttado en cl Libro Real de filiacionci; las Alttas y Yajas 

de aquellos l'rccidiales sin embargo de quo alcgava Sandoval que 

havia reciclhln en Bejar por clicl1as frequenttcs liosttiliclades de los 

Yndios .Apaches, quo desde alli 110 pudo senttar clichas ~Htta~, y 

V ajas en cl libro clc los .\.clays disttantte doscicuttas quarcntta 

lcguas y las havia ~cnttado en apunttes quo demonstro por los quo 

alcanzava a la Rcal Hncicn<la en uu mill trescicnttos qunrcntta y 

nuc.ve pesos quo no se le pagnron. 
l'or el sextto cargo de la translnciou clel Prcciclio :Frances de 

Nachittoos previno la seuttcncia, quo i;e recibicsen imformaciones 

en estta Corte, y en los .A<lays sobre sicra o no de Franccscs el 

sittio aquc csttos ha,·ian mudmlo clicho su Preci<lio, no rescrvan<lo 

para en vistta de las rcsulttas In cletterminaeion de! Cargo exivio 

Sandoval en Reales Caxas los 1p1inicnttos pesos de dicha multa, y 

a los dies y od10 de ,Julio de! mismo ai'io clo scttesicuttos quarcnttn. 

so libro el Dc~pacho 11al'a que cl Goveruac1or do Texas rccivieso en 

los A.days clicha imformnsion. 
Nose hiso Cnrgo a Ramlovnl de quo en ticmpo de sn Goviemo de 

Tejas estnbiesc incomplctto el munero de los Rcligiosos )lissioneros 

qne paga su )Iagestml para la :ulministtracion Espiritual de nquellos 

Ymlios. Ymproperabalo assi Franquis en sus carttas y pn.pelcs; 

pero sin consttnncia algnna formal de los Ileligiosos que havia, y 

devia haver por lo epic sc clcsesttimariau sus exprcc~iones como apa

cionadas couttra. los Rcligiosos. 
Examinaronse aquc en virttncl de dicha. scntteucia seis ttcsttigos 

cle los que se hallaron con cmpleos cu <licl1a cxpcdi,;sion de! )far

qncs tlc San )ligncl de .Aguayo o csttubicron de~1mcs en los Adays, 

y de ttoclos resultto, quc did10 Pnrajc nombrado la gran )[ontt:ma 

(mcdio enttre los clo, Preciuios de Aclays y Nachittoos) ~o havia 

teni<lo siempre por termiuo uibisorio cnttre las dos Coron11s, y no 

<licho Rio Colorado de cuya. vau<la de aca tcni:m los Franccscs 
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cassas, y ottras posccssioncs exttendiendose hastta la grau Mon
tana . 

.Aposcssionado dcspues de cstte Virreynatto en <lies y siette de 
Agosto do settesieuttos quarentta el exeelenttissimo Senor Dnque 
de la Conqnestta presentto Franquis un difuso eseritto con cino mo
ttibo se yolbio a acriminar dicho sextto Cargo de la Translacion de] 
Precidio se prcndio n Sanclova,l erubargandole todos sns papeles en 
dies y siote del mes de Septtiemure manttenienclole en la C:l.l'cel 
con Guardia y Ccnttincla de vistta hastta dies y nueYe de Ilcnero 
de settesienttos quarcntta yuno, quo so le saltto vajo do Jma mcntto 
digo fianza de Juzg:ulo, y senttenciado por hallarse gravcmcntte 
emfe1ino sin quo consttc se huhiesse hecho conttra el ottra cliligencia 
judicial alguna de Oficio ni do lJartte en todo el tiempo de dicha 
prission ni dcspues de ella. 

Enttregados a Sandoval de su pedimeutto ttodos los Auttos re
pitio sus defenzas en uu largo escritto de veinte y seis de Octtubl'e 
de settesienttos quarentta y uno, y clada vistta al Senor Fiscal ac
ttual Don Pedro de Vedoya, y Ossorio l'espondio en veintte y ocho 
de Noviembre dcl mismo aiio, quo so devia declarar a Sandoval ex
emptto y libre del Cargo reservado sobre la muttacion de dicho Pre
cidio Frances, pues adcmas de que ha via resulttado suficienttementte 
debilittado 11or difercntes testtigos de la Residencia sobre la prcga
resta un decima del interrogattorio de la secretta, estava ya entter
amente desttruido por la i;ittada imformacion recivida en estta Cortte, 
y pidio se declarase 110 deverse 1iroceder a otra diligencia ahsolvien
dole a mayor auundamientto, declarandole havel, y Capaz pa1·a los 
Empleos militares y Politticos. 

No ltallandose aqui la imformacion recivicla en los Adays, que se 
savia havia remitido aquel Goveruador se le libro Despacho para 
que remittiesse Testtimouio de ella, que vino en veintte y nueve de 
Mayo de settesienttos quarcntta y dos. En el constta que no se 
recivio dicha imformacion en virtud dcl Despacl10 librado por la 
sittada senttencia sino en comformidad de cartta Ol'(lcn reservada cle 
Excelcnttissiruo Seiior Virrey Duque de la Conquestta su fccha dos 
de Septtiembre de settesicnttos quarentta en que mando al Govema
dor de Tejas averiguase scgura J juridicamenttc, '}UO disttancia l1a
via del Precitlio de los Adays a los Francescs nuevamentte inttro
dnciclos y passaclos de la vanda de aca del Rio, quo cassas o fuertte 

• tenian en que tiempo lo executtaron quieu era Govemaclor de Texas 
que diligeucias hizo para impedir estte excesso o tolerancia en dimi-
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nucion de los Dominios de su 1.Iagesttacl si omittio las que dcvio 
hacer por que mottibos, y si desde entonces hubo passo libre a los 
Franceses O deesttos a nos ottros por que razon y si lmbo alguna 
negociasion de comercio ilicitto, y quo concluyenttementte diesse 
to(las las notticins, y lucis mas fundamenttadas que deseutraiiasen lo 
referido despachandolo con Correo y con la posible breYedad. 

Recivjo clicha Cartta el Governador en los Adays, a ocho cle No
,-iembre <lei rcfcriclo aiio cle settesienttos quarcntta examino luego a 
Don Juan Anttonio Amorin 'l'henicntte rofonnado : :.'lfanuel Antto
nio de Losoya Sargentto Dou Phclipe l\Iui'ios de )fora .Alferez Re
formaclo : llathco .Anltonio cle Ybarbn Cavo cle Esquaclra; Pl1clipe 
de Sierra soldado y Don J oscph Gonzales acttual .Alferez todos 
Prccidiales auttignos cle los Adays. Contcxttaron en que la Tlans
lacion del Prcciclio do N achitoos foe en paraje reputtaclo por de Ios 
Frllilccses, y un ttiro de vala de dicha Yysletta en que antes estta
va; que desde los princi pios tuhieron casas los Francescs de la Vancla 
de aca desu Rio Colorado, esttimanclose por lincle de las dos Coronas 
el Paraje nombrado la gran Monttaiia o el do .Arroyo Hondo, que me· 
dian la disttancia cle entre los Precidios de Adays y Nachiltoos quo 
rnsisttio clicha translacion en la forma ya cxpressacla, y quo no lmbo 
algun ilicitto Comercio. 

Ocupado Sancloval en las Campanas de Vera CI'llZ come Capittan 
de una de aquellas companias a donde vnjo tambien l!'ranquis pausso 
enttre tautto la expeJicion de unos y ottros autos solicitto la F1·an
quis por algunos punttos rcservados en la detterminacion de su pes
quisa, y V cxcclcncia por Decrctto de nuevc tle Diziemurc de sette
~ienttos quarenta y tres, comforme a dicttamen dcl Seiior Oydor Don 
Domingo Trespalacios de cinco <lei miRmo le absolvio en dichos pun
ttos, y a Sandoval en el reservado do la Translaciou clcl Precidio 
Frances comforme tambicn a la cittada respuestta l!'ii;cal de veintte 
Y ocho de Noviemure de sl:ttesienttos (1uarentta y uuo. Resisttio 
todavia l!'ranquis por escrito cle dies y seis de dicho Diziembre la. 
absolucion de Sandoval, y V excelencia. en Dccretto de veintte y 
tres del mismo, con previo parecer clel Senor Trespalacios impuso 
perpettuo silencio :l Franc1uis. Pidio esttc en ocho y trece do hene
ro de estte ano so le dieso ttestimouio de ttoclo el processo, y se le 
mando dar por Decrctto de veiutte y nueve del mismo des1mes de 
sacaclo el que so havia de remittir a su Magesttad lo que 1.,e hiciese 
vrebem cntte como esttava preveniclo repettidas veces. Queclan 
cxpcndiclos no solo loti treintta quaclernos dol assumpto sino mas de 

VoL. I.-26 
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oltros quarentta de las antteriores expecliciones de Texas para mayor 
claridacl ilel imforme pedido por su 1\Iagestad en sus Reales Ordenes 
sitlaclas. Toclo se l1alla. ya repettidamentte examinado, y Juzgaclo, 
por lo que pa1·ace excnsac1a y no nccessnria la averiquacion c1el act
tual Gon•ruailor de Texas 'l'henicnlte Coronel Don Justto Boneo, 
lo qne sie11(1o asi del superior ngrado cle V excelencia manc1ara se le 
partticipc con copia de esttc Dicttamcn y dcl ulttimo Parrap110 del 
de seis de ?,Iarzo clo csttc aiio, y que se le vaelba original cl Dupli
cado de la Real Ceclula que rcmittio q_uo dando testtimonio en estto 
expediente sobre quo, y demas c11cidenttementte expucstto provitlen
ciara V cxcelencia lo quo mt'jor esttimare. Me:i-:ico Junio veintto 
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clc mil setesieutos quarentta y quatro. 
Otro si, res1)ectto a estta qnazi inteligibles los anttos del assump-

to, que lo sernn mas en Testimo11io 8ino csttuhiere ya sacado este 
parn. la remission manclada a su l'.IIagesttad, podra V. excelencia si
endo de su Superior agraclo, manclar se le remitta en intterin Testti
monio tlcesttc quaileruo, y del dicttamen del Auclittor de dos clel 
proxiino pasado )fayo con los quo. se pue de venir en basttante 

conocimientto uc ttodo el negocio fecho ut supra. 
El. !\UttQUO! DE Al.TA¥1RA, 

Mexico y Julio quattro de mill settesienttos quareuta y quattro. 
Como pareco al Senor Audittor y saqucn se lucgo los testtimonios. 
Senalado con la Rubrica de su Excelencia. Concer1la con sus origi
nales que <1nedan en los Auttos de hi Mattheria y Oficio de Govor y 
Guerra de estte Reyno del Cargo de Don J'ph de Gorraez, que de
spacho con faculttad y permisso del Exmo Se11or Virrey Govor y 
Cappn Gri11 de cstta Nueva Spana; y paxaqne consttc al The de 
Coronel, y acttual Go,•or ile la Provn de Texas Dn Justto Boueo, 
en virttn<l tie lo mandado doy el preseutte. Mexico V eintte y quat

tro de Julio mill settos quarentta y quattro. 
FELIX DI!! SANDOV.U. 

• 

' APPENDIX NO. II. 

MEMOIR OF COLONEL ELLIS P. BEAN. 
(WRITTE.i.'l' BY llnISELF ABOUT THE ' . YE.AR 1816.) 

1"on: -In publi~hing this memoir it id )I' 
Will! l,ut pooi-lv oducatc,l 11nd I . I • . I oper to state that Colonel BE!,N 

• • us OU"' re•1dcn • ;\[ • 
most lo forget his own lan.,un••e Il O 

-. cc Ill cxico hnJ caused him al-
. " o · ence 1t bus become nee 1 • 

manuscript, nnil to rewrite it. In d . 1 . essnry o correct Ins 
•crve, ns far ns possible bis style a.ndolmg ! ll$, g,·ent Cllre bns been taken to pre 

' angunge. -Entron. 

As fortune has no,., f.avo. d • ' " ie me msom11cl1 that I l t · ' 1ave retnmed 
o my native country, where all men rC'joice in freeilom a d • 

protected by the just laws of lihertv I shall let , n union, 
know what h b . . ., ' my countrymen 

' as een my life smcc the year 1800 
I was bom in the stat f T • • e o enncssee, m thQI year 1783 I I d 

common education iriyen 1 • ia a affonl A h " me, anc such as a frontier country could 
. t t o age of seYenteen years, I had a reat d •• 

tra\'(•1, and see other parts of tho world 'l'o . g r, • es1re to 
try was all m l . • sec borne rore1gn conn-

' y c esu·c. )fy father said I was too young au·' l·' 
not consent B 1 , ' u won u 
States d. . ut as tcl1e town of Natchez had fallen to the United 

• an '\ as a goo market for the • d , , 
consented that I might hl·ing to that count~ n~e of 1erniess~e, he 
and flom. all of wl11'cl1 b . l 1) a oat-load of wlnskey 
. ' ' em"macereaclyii f ] 
m company with a young m:n from the san~e a ;w c abys, bl stnrtetl 
of John ·w ·d 

1 1 
11 ace, :rt e name 

.1. <l o1 • w 10 tad some lading with me AIJ011t th I 
w·e mil b I K . . • rec mu-
broke myeslioeato_w .noxY11le, m a place called tl1e Muscle-shoals, I 

, 111 pieces on a 1·ock l J t 11 ., • ruH os a my cargo I onl 
snveu a small trunk of el th M • • Y 
he would return. b t I ~ ;1· y comp,~mon concluded then that 

' 11 \\Oil not, for I \\'lsbed to see that country. 
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I knew that I lind some relations in Natchez, and, altl1ongh I hnd 
lost my cargo, I could get some money from them to retmn to my 
country again. So I resolverl to continue my jonmey. Ilaving at 
that time Lut five dollars in my pocket, I bid adieu to my compan
ion, aml gol into a family boat that was coming to Natchez. After 
some days' travel, I landed at Katcl1ez, where I at first saw no per
son that I knew. I wns wnlking on the sand-beach, wl1en a small 
boy came and asketl me if that boat was from 'Tennessee. I told 
him it was. Ile then asked me if there was any mnn on board by 
tho name of Bean. I told him that was my name. Ile said his 
mistress had tohl him that if there was any one on the lioat of tliat 
u:une, ho must come to tho house with him. But I did not go with 
him ; so in about half an hour came down an oltl lady, with ber 
daughtci·. When I began to converse with lier, I found her to be 
my aunt. She then tohl me she was very happy in seeing me, ancl 
that I must go and live with her. I went that night to her house. 
The next rnoming I wrote to an uncle of mine, that li\·ed within 
twelve miles, to send for me. Ile f:mt me a. horse all(l saddle, and 
I went to see him. I liked much bettel' this place; but in al,out 
:fifteen clays I fell sick; antl, after suffering very severely for a 
month, I lJegan to get better. 1 

In this time I got acquainted with a man by the name of Nolan, 
that had been for some years before trading with tho Spaniards in 
San .Antonio. Ile toltl me that he was going to make another 
voyage to that country in October, and euh'eated me to go along 
with him. I readily agreed to go, and stated it to my uncle. But 
he would not hear to it, alHl said that I should not go. A few clays 
afterward my uncle ancl aunt were nbsent from home, and Nolan 
came by, with some young men, then on his voyage. I immediately 
saddled my horse and started, to make a voyage for three months; 
aml when my relation came home in the eYening, I was gone. We 
crossed the )[ississippi at a place callecl the Walnut Hills, taking a 
west course for the 1Yashita.• 

Steering n west course, through the Mississi11pi swamp, for the 

* Before we left Xntehe1, Governor Sargent nnd Judge Bruin hnd called n 
court on the complnint of the Spauish consul Vidal; but, finding our pas~port, 
that we hatl from the commnudunt-general, Don Pedro a~ Navo, to I,~ good, it 
wos agreed by the court that X olan should go. This ViJnl wrote to the :,;pnn
inrcls nt Wn8hitn to stop us; but it seems lhat cowardice prevented them from 
fighting. 



R,dlirld r.w..l 
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Wa~liita, we were about forty miles from the river, wl1en we met 
ahout fifty Spaniards, mounted 011 horseback, and well armecl. 
They hacl heen sent hy the commandant at W asl1ita to stop us; 
but, though onr number was only twenty-one, they were afraid to 
attack us. Vire asked them theh· business. They told us they 
were m pmsuit of some Choctaw Indians, that had stolen 6omo 
horses. Thifi was false, for they were hunting for onr party, though 
they wore afraid to own it. They then passed us, an<l in a short 
time returned and passed us again, ancl went back to "\V ashita, 
where they 1mt themselves on guard that night, thinking we would 
go by that place. They l1a<l tlteir cannons 111ouute<l to receive us; 
but we left the town to tl1c south of us, and continued our journey 
still westw:mlly for the Re<l river, through a fine country. But 
there were no roads or inhabitants. Crossiug tl1e Washita river the 
11ext morning, and finding a large piece of rl'siug ground, we en
camped to kill some provisions, as deer were very plenty. 

We then ~ct out on our voyage, aucl pro~ecutcd the same for Red 
ri\'er, but, before reaching it, :Mordecai Richartls, John Aclams, an<l 
Johu King, got lost from our party while out hunting. "\Ye stopped 
an<l hunted for them several dayo, but could not find them. We 
su1iposed they would return to Natchez, which was a fact. There 
being now but eighteen of 11s, seven of w horn were Spaniards, we 
continued our journey, au<l, after five days, came to Red river at the 
old Caddo town, where we built a raft and crossed, swimming our 
horses. In about four miles we came to some large prairies, where 
we found a large quantity of bnffalo-rneat and some Indians. These 
were called 'l'wowokanaes. They were very friendly to us, and 
sold 11s some fresh horses, of which they had very fine ones. 

In about Rix <lays' journey we came to Trinity river, and, c1·os
sing it, we found the big, open prairies of that country. "\Ve passed 
through the plains till we reached a spring, which we called the 
Painted .,pri11g, because a rock at the head of it was painted by the 
Camanche aud Pawnee nations in a peace that was made there by 
these two nations. In the vast prairie there was no woocl, or any 
other fuel than buffalo-dung, which lay <lry in great r1uautities. But 
we foun<l that the buffalo had removed, and were gettiug so scarce, 
that, 111 three days after passing tl1c spring, we were forced, in order 
to sustain life, to eat the flesh of wild horses, which we found in 
great quantities. For about nine days we were compellctl to eat 
horsefleah, when we arrived at a river called the Bmsos. Ilere 
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we fouml elk and deer plenty, some buffalo, and wild horses by 

thousands. 
We built a pen, and caught about three hundred of those wild 

horses. After some days, the Camn.nche nation en.me to sec us. 
They were a. party of about two hundred men, women, and chil
dren. \Y c went with them to tho south fork of Red river, to see 
their cbicf, by the name of Nicoroco, where Wf' stayed with them a 
month. A number of tliem bacl arrows pointed, some with stone, 
and oth1•rs with copper. '.l'his last they procure in its virgin state 
in some mountains that run from the 1·ivcr :Missouri across the con
tinent to the gulf of :Mexico. 

During our stay with this chief, four or ffre nations that were at 
peace with him came to see us, and we were great friends. \Ve 
then tliought of returning to our old camp, where we had cn.ught 
our l1orseP, and taking some more; for a great many of those we 
had taken had 1.1iecl, for want of being well taken care of.• •••• In 
about five days we arrived at our old camp. Those Indians stayecl 
with us hut a few days, and then went on i_n search of buffalo. 

'l.'hcsc red men have no towns, hut roam over these immense 
plains, carrying with them their tents and clothing roatlc of' buffalo
skins. They raise no com, hut dcpcntl alone on the chase. Once 
a year they meet with their l1eac1 chief on the Salt fork of the Colo
rado river, where he causes all the fire to be extinguished, am! then 
makes new fire for the new year; and tl1e bunus also scvemlly 
change their hunting-grounds. This meeting takes l)lacc in the 
new moon in June. At the place where they meet arc lakes of 
salt water, so covered with salt, that they can break up any quan

tity they want. 
Wheu they left, a party of them stole from us eleYen head of 

horses. They were our gentle horses, and all we liad for running 
wild horses; so tliat we wore left unable to do anything. "\V c con
cluded to pursue tho tobbers; but this was to bo clone on foot. 
Philip Nnla{1, Robert Ashley, Joseph Reed, David Fero, a negto 
man called Crosar, and myself, wern the volunteers of our small 
party. "\Ye purnued them nine days, and came upon them, en
camped on a small creek. They clid not sec us till we were in fifty 
yards of them, when we went up in a friendly manner. There were 
but four men, and some women and children: the rest had gone out 
to kill Luffah. They were twelve men in number. I saw four of 

* A few words of the old manuscript eaten off, 

MEMOIR OF ELLIS P. BEAN. 407 

our horses close by, feeding. I pointed to them, and told them we 
hatl come for them, ancl that they must bring the otl1ers they had 
stolen, to us. An oltl man saicl the one who had stolen them had 
taken the others out hunting; that he would be in that evening; 
antl that the rogue who stoic them hacl but one eye, by which we 
could know him when he came. They gave us meat, of which they 
had a large quantity drying; and then we were glatl to lie down 
and rest. 

In the evening, as the old man said, One-Eye came up with our 
horses. We took him and tied him, the others saying nothing, and 
kept him tied till morning. His wife then gave us all our hori;es; 
and we took from the thief all the meat we could conveniently 
carry. 1'T e then told them all that there were but few of us, bnt 
we could whip twice their number, antl they were of the same opin
ion. ·we then rnlumed safely to our camp, and found all in readi
ness to nm horses, and the pen in good repair. Bnt we conclucled 
to let our horses rest a few days before we began to run them, as 
we had travelled to our camp in four days. 

Iu four days more it was our misfortune to be attacked by a hun
dred and fifty S1ianiartls sent by the commandant at Chihuahua. 
Ile was gcncral-comrnanclant of the five northeastern internal prov
inces, arnl calleu Don Ximesio de Salcedo. The troops that came 
were piloted by Indians from Nacogdoches that came with tl1em. 
They sun·ounued our camp about one o'clock in the morning, ou the 
22d of iiarch, 1801. They took the five Spaniards and one .Ameri
can that were guarding our horse~, leaving but twelve of us, inclu
ding Crosar. We were all alarmed by the tramping of their horses; 
and, as day broke, without speaking a word, they commenced their 
fire. After about ten minutes, our gallant leacler Nolan was slain 
by a musket-ball which hit him in the head. In a few minutes 
after they began to fire grape-shot at us: they bad brought a small 
swivel on a mule. We hacl a pen that we had built of logs, to pre
vent the Indiaus from stcnling from us. From thiij pen we returned 
their fire until about nine o'clock. \V c then had two men wounded 
and one killed. I told my companions we ought to charge on tlie 

cannon and take it. Two or three of them agreecl to it, but the 
rest appearetl unwilling. I told them it was at most but death; 
and if we stoo!l still, all would doubtless be killed; that we must 
take the cannon, or retreat. It was agreed tl1at wo should retreat. 
Our number was eleven, of which two were wounded. The powder 
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that we could 11ot put in our horns was given to Orosar to carry, 
while the rest were to make use of their arms. So we set out 
through a Jirairie, and shortly crossed a small creek. While we 
were defending ourselves, Crosar stopped at the creek and surren
dcrnd himself with the ammunition to the enemy. Of the two 
wounucd men, one stopped and gave himself up, the other came on 
with ns. 'rhere were then nine of us that stood the fire of the ene
my, on both sides of us, for a march of half a mile. '\Ve wel'C so 
fortunate, that not a man of us got hurt, though the balls played 
around us like Lail. 

In om march we came to a deep ravine. llere we took refuge, 
and stopped some time. They then began to come too close to us, 
when we commenced firing afresh. They then retreated; and about 
three o'clock in the afternoon they hoisted a white flag, arnl (through 
an American that was with them) told us tbat the commander 
w:mted us to return to our own country, and not remain there with 
the Indians. "\"Ye quickly agreed to go as companions with them, 
but not to giYe up our ~lflS, It was granted, and we went back 
and lmrictl our gallant leacTcr Nolan. 

'l'hc next tlny we started in •ompany with the Spanish soldiers 
for Nacogdoches. In our journey we hacl to cross the Trinity 
which wo found running over its banks. My companions and I, in 
a short time, macle a small canoe out of a dry cottonwood, which 
answered very well to carry the soldiers all over. Their arms and 
their commander were still on tho west si<lc. I told my companions 
that we had it in our power to throw all their guns in the 1-i\-er, take 
what ammunition we wanted, and return. Some of them were wil
ling; others saicl it woulcl be very wrong now we were to be ~ent 
home. These last were unfortunate men who put confidence in 
Spauish promises. These are a people in whom you should put no 
trust or confidence whatever. 

In some clays after we arrived at Nacogdoches, the commandant 
tol,l us lie was waiting for orders from Chihuahua to set us at liberty 
and ~cnJ us home. W c waited in this hope for about a. month, 
when, instead of our liberty, we were seized and put in irons, and 
se'.1t off umler a stroug guard to San Antonio. Here we lay in 
pr1bon three months. '!'hen we were started to l\Ie:xico, but were 
stopped at San Luis Potofii, where we were confined in prison one 
year ancl four months. By this time we were getting bare of clothes. 
I told them I was a shoemaker, and would be very thankful if they 
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would permit me, in the daytime, to sit at the door of my prison, 
and work at my trade. '!'his was granted to me, ancl also to young 
Oharles King. We made some money; but, in a short time after
ward, orilers came that we should be sent to Ohihualma. This 
order was quickly obeyed; and we started on horseback, with heavy 
irons. Yet it was cheering to think that we were going to change 
our prisons, J1oping that in some change we might be able, some ilay 
or other, to escape. 

W c came to a town called Saltillo, where we were delivered over 
to another officer, whose Juty it was to conduct us to Chihuahua. 
'rhis man treatetl us with more humanity than J1ad been shown us 
before. Ile took off om· irons, and let us ride all the way foot-loose, 
a. distance of four humb:ed miles. And along the road, ancl at all 
the towns, we could look at places, and walk about and sec the in
habitants. And we noticed that everywhere they were mixed with 
Indian, !mt of 11. kind and friendly dispositiou. They were all ex
ceedingly kind to us, presenting us with fruits, clothes, and money; 
so that, by the time we reached Chihuahua, we began to think we 
would soon regain om liberty. 

On our arrival in toW11 we were put in prison, and, in five or six 
ilays, were tried. Then our irons were taken off, and we had the 
limits of the town to walk in during the day, and at night we had 
to come and sleep in the soldiers' bamicks. During this time we 
received a quarter of a dollar a day for our pro,'isions ; but, as for 
clothing, there was no way provided to get any. Some of my com
panions got leave of the general to go to other towns to live, hut I 
thought I would find out some way of making something. I gave 
myself out as a hatter. 'l'here wns a gentleman who trusted me for 
whatever was necessary to carry on that business. I cmployeLl two 
S1nmish hatters to work with me, for, in fact, I was no hatter at all. 
In about six months I hall so raised my name, that no one would 
purchase hats except of tl1e .American. By this means I got a 
numher of journeymen to work with me. I was clear of Jcbt, and 
making from fifty to 6ixty dollars per week. I began to lny up 
money, with which to try to make my escape at a futuro tlay. I 
had gained the good will of all the principal men in that town, as 
well as the surrounding villages. I continued in this situation about 
four years, when I thought it was time to try to 1·each my native 

country. . 
I left my 11l1op in the hands of a foreman, anil obtained leave to. 
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visit another town forty miles distant, that I might hetter make my 
arrangemrnts. When I arrived there, I purchased, through others, 
four horses, three guns, and as many braces of pistols. Ilere I was 
advised by my friends to join the catholic chmch, and to marry in 
the country- as they did not expect the general would ever ngree 
to send ns home, as we had <'Orne so far into the country. I put 
them off hy promises, but was still making my arrangements to 
start for the United States: for it was not possible that I should 
forget my country, or resign my$elf to Jive under a tyranny after 
having enjoyed the liberty of my native land. l\Iy companioris ap
peared to me to he reconciled and happy; excepting, l1owever, one 
of them, by the name of Thomas Ilouse. He, like my~elf, was de
termined to seo. his native country, if possible. As I thought lie 
was the only one I could get to go with me, I wrote to him. He 
answered me, saying he would meet me when called on, at any 
place appointC'cl. A week after, having all things reacly, ancl two 
Spanish soldiers, wlio agreed to desert and go with me, I wrote to 
my f1iend a ~cconcl lotter, to meet me on a certain day at an olil 
church, from which we woulil set out on our jou111ey for tho United 
States. But, to my misfortu11e, my letter fell into the hands of 
anotlier companion of mine, named Tony Waters, who was from 
Winchester, Virginia. 

As soon as he got it, ho broke it open aucl read it, and immedi
ately reported it to tho commanding officer of Chihuahua; thinking 
thus to ingratiate himself by selling l1is countrymen and compan
ions. This was no sooner known, than orders came to the town 
where I was to put me in close confinement, which was done with
out any delay. After I was in the dungeon, I was put in tho stocks 
for that day. 'l'he next day I was ironed with two pairs of strong 
irons. The third day I was taken out of my priilon, and led to the 
governor, who asked me if I knew why I was imprisoned. I told 
him I did not. Ile then showed me my letter, and asked me if I 
had written it. I told him I hacl. He asked mo if any of my com
panions were going. I sRid, no. He asked if the one to whom I 
had wrote had agreed to go. I said, no; Lnt I wrote to invite him, 
and hru:l received no answer, nor did I expect any, as the Jetter <lid 
not reach him. Ile asked me if I had arms. I told him that I had 
none-for my horses, 1111ns, and other things, were kept at a differ
ent place from where I lived, and search had been made, and noth
ing found, as I had previously been informed. 
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I was retumed to prison, ancl next morning orders came that I 
sl1011ld not talk with any 0110. I theu thought that my undertaking 
was at an end, inasmuch as I was forbidden to see or talk to any 
one. But, about twelve o'clock the 11ext day, they brought into 
my vrison one of my companions, who was at the point of death. 
A.s I before remarked, my companions had gone to different towns. 
Ile was taken sick at a place some distance off, aucl requested that 
lie might see mo before he died. .As the catholic religion obliges 
them to comply in such cases, he was brought to me. But my poor, 
uufortunate countryman did not expect to find me iro11ecl and in 
close confinement. \Yhen the prison-door was opened, he saw me, 
came in nnd sat down, and said to me: "I never thought to see 
you in tl1is place; but, though it is a prison, I shall not leave you 
until I die, which I expect will be in a few days. Yet I shall die 
iu the .ompany of a countryman." He thou laid him~elf down. 
The t1istrcss of my frie11J affiicted me more than over, hut I could 
not help either him or myself. I had yet a little money; with it I 
sent and got some wino; anil, after a little while, a lady sent me 
some dinuer, and I got liim np, and he at~ some. 

This young man was named Joel Pea.rec, from North Carolina. 
Samo time after, I asked him if he had not been told, before he 
came, that I was in prison. Ile said he knew nothing about it until 
he came to the town ; and tl1at the commandant to!il him I was a 
ball man, and was goiug to run away, for which reason I was put 
in prison. Ile said also that it was better for my companion to go 
to some house in the town, anil not come to stay with me; for, as 
110 had done nothing, he coulcl stay wl1ere he pleased. l\ly com
panion said, "No, I will go and stay with him." I told him also it 
would be better to go to a house of some of my friends, where he 
would be well treated, and, I hoped, recover. Ile said, 110, ho 
would die there, for he bad no hope of recovering. Ile continued 
with me for five or six t1ays in this situation, apcl, I perceived, was 
daily growing weaker. Dul'ing this time, I forgot my prison, and 
thought only of my sick friend. By t11is time he was able to con
verse with mo bnt little. Iu the height of our nffiiction, the justice 
of the town sent into our jail a big Indian, charged with murder. 
Ile brought with him a jew's-harp, and played on it all the time. 
This so distracted the head of my poor countryman, that I requested 
him, in a friendly manner, not to make that noise. He answered 
me that the harp was his own, and he would play when he pleased. 
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There was no great tlifference between us, for lie had on one pai1 
of irons, ancl I had two. I went 11p to him ancl snatchecl the jew•~ 
harp from him, and broke tho tongue out. He rose imme<liately, 
and we engaged ; but in a few blows I was conqueror, and he fell 
down very quiet. :i\Iy sick companion, when we began, hied to 
rise, but was so weak, tliat he fcl] back on his mat. Ile was full 
of joy, however, when lw saw I hacl gainecl tlrn victory. In three 
days after, lie cliNl, and was carried away to be buried. Then I 
was more distressed in min<l than ever, thinking it !"ould soon be 
my time to suffer the s~me fate. 

In tliis situation I continued for three months, without any com
munication with the world. At the end of this time I was surptisecl 
.to see my prison-door thrown open, my irons taken off, and myself 
turned loose to walk ahout the town as I before had done. I heard 
that my frieucl Thomas llonsc, to whom I wrote the letter, ,~u; very 
ill. So I requested of the commamlaut pennisbion to go to Chihua
hua, where he wa!:, to see him, which was granted. I saw that lie 
was not in a situation to travel; an<l he told me to make my escape, 
as it was impossible that he should ever go. 

In this town was my good frieml ,v aters, who hatl broken open 
my lettrr. I Imel it in my 1iowcr to have taken his life, and in a 
manner that would not be discovered; but, thougl1 lie was a man 
of such meanness, I thought it not right to tnke his life witl10ut giv
ing him a chance. I challenged him to fight me with equal arms, 
but he refused, and would not sec me. I knew of a house to 
wliich he frequently resorted. I went there one day, having pro
vided myself "·ith a good stick. I met him there, aml tolc1 him I 
must have some satisfaction. Ile began to beg off, but I gave him 
no time to excuse ltlmself. I fell on him with my stick, and beat 
him severely, and left him with two women of the same house.• 
The next day he was able to crawl to the nuthorities aud lodge his 
complaint; but the justice was my friend, and he dicl not succeed 
so well as he expected. The justice told him he might return 
thanks to God that I had left life in him, and to go from his pres
ence. He insisted that he was not doing him justice, as I would, 
perhaps, at some other time, take his life. 'l'he justice sent him to 
jail for a month, because he said he did not treat him with ju~tice. 

There was nothing said to me about it. I passed away my time 
for about a week, and then asked leave of the general to let me go 

"''l'be womeu of Mexico nrc angels of wercy to those in distress.-En. 

MEMOTh OF ELLIS P. BEA"N. 413 

to Kew ~Iexico. I thought if I couhl get there, I could make my 
escape with the Camanche Inclians by way of the Illinois. My 
request was granted, and I started. _ . 

J must inform my l'eader that wo had passed .five years, m all, m 
llexico; that our cases in this time hatl g_one to Spai11; aud had 
also been ~cnt to Lhe 'C" nitecl States, and laid before ?l[r. J cfTerson, 
at that time president-who saicl he knew nothing of ns,_ and that 
we should be tried according to the Spanish laws.• Tlns showed 
little humanity or feeling, thus to give us up to a .nation more bar
barous to her prisoners than the Algcrines. ~ut what cat~ a poor 
prisoner expect, " ·hen the leading men of Ins country fml to see 
justice clone him 7 If I harl been bronght_ to my country'. I could 
have been happy 11uJer the severest pumshment my ~rimes de
served. But I suppose that ?ilr. Jefferson was a grc:~t fnen<l to the 
pl'ince of Peace, who at that time cou,ruan~etl al~ Spam thro11g~1 tho 
favor of his beloved queen. She first ra1sccl lum from a solil1er to 
a prince. But wbero tl1ere is love, favor may be expected by 
queens aml commamlers. As :Mr. Jefferson tlid not know us, and 
had no expectation of being benefited by us, it was less_ trou_ble to 

"II· them I" But as the S11anian1s have uo feeling for our say, ,mg . . 
d• t ·t Id be better to han" us-which is a momentary prun 1s rcss, 1 wou , ., 
- than to keep us in prison during our liv~s. . 

But I will return to my jomuey. I lelt my compamon, ancl de-
parted. }:'om· <lays after I had set out, au_ c~press was sc~1t afte~ 
me, and I wa:; again brought back and put 111 ll'OU$. T~1c Jay aftet 
I anivccl in Chihuahua, my companions liegan to com~ m, ~ml were 
put in the same room with me, auJ ironetl. They :m<l tins l_iad all 
probably liappened on accotmt of my journey to New ~!~xico. I 
told them that all would be known in a few Jays ; a.nd, if it was on 
my account, I wanted to :;uffcr, and not them._ . 

I • ht dn~•s wliile we were thmkrng what could be n seven or CJg "J , 
the cause of our heing brought together, ou'.· door began to rattle, 
and two priests came in and asked us, iu a fnendly manner, how we 
all were. My companions answered very_ quic~ly,_ aml asked •them 

l t g ·11g to be <lone with us. Dunug thu; time I prntended 
W Ul wall 01 ·a k 
t b 1 Tile l)arsons maue answer that they d1 not now, 
o e ai; ecp. ' . · b 

but they hau come for us to confess, if we ~1she<l our sins _to e 
" . S of' my companions were fr1ghtenec1, and smcl we 1org1vcn. omc d k d 
would all be put to death. I then pretended to wake up, an as e 

* Bean was doubtless t-0ld this by the Spnniards.-En. 
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them what was the newR. They said that, from what those men 
lia_cl told them, we would all be put to deatl1, antl tliey thouo-ht tlie 
pnests _were sent to prepare us for it. I said they rniglit pre~iare if 
the~ wished; but, as for myself, I wanted no priest to show me how 
to die, as I would do that without them : and perhaps it would he 
best for us, as we wonhl then be at the end of our snffcrino- S 
f ti r 1 o· ome o 1em rep 1cc tliat I spoko at r:mdom ; I said I only ~poke for my-

self. So I lay down again; and some of them told tlie piiests to 
come t_l1e next day. All our conYersation that night was in view of 
our bemg 1mt to death. I told them that we should trust to fate 
and no~ fret our~clvcs ahout what we could not remedy. One of 
tlicm ~aid the bravest would be cast down to sec his 01rnn grave bc
~01:c l11m. "But," said I, "if yon find no way to escape that grave, 
~s 1~ not better to march up to it like a man, than to be dragged to 
'.t like one dead? It is enough for them to drag me to it wlien life 
is gone. The_ most cowardly, when under sentence of death, liave 
ma1·ehccl up w1tl~ great bravery. And, as for myself, if I must die, 
I mean 11ot to disgrace my conntry." The reason I talked so was 
that I ditl not helieve th<'y would put us to death. ' 

Soon the _next morning the priests returned, and David Fero 
asked tl1em if we were t~ he put to dcaili. They said they did not 
know-perlrn1Js some might he. I then began to conclude it would 
b~ me, m'.d all my companions thought tl1e same thing. I, however, 
said nothmg; for, as I had before talked of valor in such cases, it 
b~came necessary for me to support that character. 'l'he priests 
said "e must confess all our sins to them, ancl we should be forgiven. 

A~ for myself, I had been taught that God knew all my crimes, 
and it was not worth while to relate tl1em to tl1e parsons. But some 
of my companions began to confess, and had their sins forgiven. 
When they asked ~e, I told them I must have four or fiye days to 
recollect all my sms - tl1at they were so many, it was doubtful 
wl1eth~r I could ever remcml1er them all. The parsons advised me 
to begm, and God would enlighten me, am1 help me to remember 
them. I told them I coulcl not that day, but perliaps by the next 
day I coultl remember some things. They then left us. 

All tliat clay the talk among us was as to who it would be. I 
told them I supposecl, as I was tho worst, it would be me• and as 

f-" d'l' TIT ' ' my nen ony ,. aters had been put in with us to share our fate, 
I thou~ht, as _he ~ad broken open my letter, that if the thing went 
accordmg to Justice, and they hung the worst man, it mu~t be him, 
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for be was, without doubt, the greatest villain, and ought to have 
been dead some years ago. Waters sighed, but said nothing. The 
next day the parsons came again, and brought with them a colonel, 
who read to us the king's order-which was, that every fifth man 
was to be hung, for firing on the king's troops. But, as some were 
dead, there were but nine of us, and, out of the nine, but one had 
to die. This was to be decided by throwing dice on the head of a 
drnm. Whoever threw lowest, was to be executed. 

It was then agreed that the oldest must throw first. I was the 
youngest, and had to throw last. The first was blindfolded, and 
two dice put in a. glass tumbler. He was led to the dl"Um which 
was put in the room, and there cast the dice on the head of the 
drum. And so we went up, one by one, to cast the awful throw of 
life or death. All of my companions, except one, threw high: he 
throw four. As I was the last, all bis hopes were that I should 
throw lowe1· than be. As for my pa1·t, I was indifferent about it, 
for I bad resignetl myself to fortune. I took the glass in my hand, 
and gained the prize of life, for I threw five. My poor companion, 
who throw four, was led away from. us, surrounded by the clergy, 
to be executed the next day. This was done in the presence of 
many sorrowful hearts that behelu it.• 

'l'he rest of us were returned back to prison, without any other 
notice; and we so remained three or four days, when orders came 
tl1at some of us were to be sent away, and I was one of them. The 
next day the governor came and tolcl us that I ancl four of my com
panions were to be sent to tl1e South sea, to a place called Acapulco, 
anc1 tliat we l1ad first to go to :Mexico. 

The next morning l1orses were brought, and we started JVith a 
guard of twenty-five men, to guard five poor Americans, with two 
pairs of irons on eacl1. 'l'he 1·est of our companions were set at lib
erty. Our journey to 1\Iexico was nine huudrecl miles from Chi
huahua. The officer commanding our gua1·d favored us in giving 
us easy-going horses. 'rhe people, at every town through wl1ich 
we passed, would flock to see us, for they had never before seen an 
American so far in the interior. Of those tliat came to see us, some 
gave us money, and others sent us provisions. They were all mixecl 

* Colouel Benu does not inform us who was cxecutcd-perl1t11'3 for n good 
reason. The uiue that rast lots wcre-E. P. Benn, David Fero, 'fony Wntere, 
Thomas House, Cbot"les King, Robert Ashley, Joseplt Reecl, Cresnr, ancl. one 

whose uame is uot given.-ED. 
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with Inclim1, ancl sl1owed u~ rt'nl fricnil~l,ip, nnd seemed to have bu. 
manity in their lwnrts. The Spnninnls were liard-h<'arted nnd bar
b~rous, and seemed to have no other feeling thnn to mnke ns as 
m1::;erable as possible. 

About two lmnc1red miles from Mexico we came to a small town 
called Snlnmnm~, wl1e>_rc a number of people came flocking to see 
ns. The place m wl11rh we stoppl'cl was a lnrge squnre enclosed 
by l10uses nnd wnlls, so that we could either stay in our rooms, or 
walk about as we plensed. 1'ho stone-walls were so bigli, that we 
were considered safe. 

Among_ tl1ose who came to see us was a lady, who directed her 
conversnhon to me. Sl1e ask~d me slyly if I wished to make my 
esc~pe. I answered her that 1t was a thing impossible, and I had 
~es1gnecl myself to my fate. She saitl she would free me from those 
u·ons I wore, and immeclintely left me. By this time night had 
come on us. I asked a mau, who dicl 11ot sit far from me, the nnme 
of that young lady. Ile told me her name was l\Iaria Bnldonada; 
that she was the wife of a very rich man; that he was very old, and 
had not long beeu married to her. 1'his brought me to study what 
she meant by telling me tliat she would free me. But this soon left 
my mind, and I moved to my mat and blanket, and lay down to 
rest m~self. But crowds of people kept coming and going. In a 
short hme after I had laid down, I saw this woman returning in 
company with a man who had on a cloak. She went to whei:e r 
had sat dow11, and asketl another lady where the American was 
who bad sat there. Hearuig her mnkc these inquiries, I raised up 
and spoke to her. She came ancl sat hy 1J1e on my mat, and told 
~e the man with the cloak on had brought files for cutting off my 
irons ; that I must walk out in lhe square to a horse-stable, and he 
woultl cut them off: and then there was a. man on tho wall who 
would drnp me a rope aud pull me up to tho top of the wall ; that 
the same man would conduct me to where I should see lier, aml 
then I would be safe. 

I ~ould speak tbc Spanish language very well. I answered lier 
that if I made my escape, my poor companions would perliaps suffer 
worse on my account, and it wonltl Le uno-cnerous in me to leave 
them. She said it woulu not be possible to

0

get all out, but one she 
could; that she had a regnrcl for me as soon as she sa.w me. "And " 
saicl she, "if I can be the cause of liberating you from your ch~s 
and confinement, I hope it will be the means of making yon happy; 

• 
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for I am sure it will mnke me happy to think that I liavc been the 
means of setting you fro<'."-" i\Iadam," I answerec1, "it is very 
true I should bo ha}lpy in being thus fl'cccl, but nnhnppy in think• 
ing that my companions woultl still suffer." She said, "You must 
take care of yourself, and 1ct God take care of all."-" But, mad
am," saicl I, "I reckon when I reach )1exico, I shnll get my liberty, 
and Le sent home by way of Yem Crnz."-"You may thiuk so," 
was lier answer, "nnd not fincl it so ; n11cl when you think of tl1is 
chance, you will, perhnps, remember me." 

"But, madam," said I, "if I were to 1e turned loose l1ere in the 
centre of your country, I could not escape without being tnken 
again, and then my sufferings would be increased." She said, "I 
have horses aml money, and you can have anything without expo
sing yourself to be retaken. I lia,·e several haciendas, in any of 
wl1ich you can stay without its heing known." 

By this time snpprr was re>ndy, ancl I was called to cat. She 
said to nie, "Now it is too late to clo anything; but in tl1e morning 
yon can get your horse saddleil, and come with a solJic1· to my 
house, which is three doors from this })lace." 

Then I pnrted with the lady ; but during nll that night my mind 
was so much occupied with what I would have clone ha.cl I been by 
myself, that I could not slce1). I thought of all that my compan
ions might suffer if I were to take such a step. I also reflected that 
the lady was married; ancl if her lrnsband should find out that she 
was the mcnns of getting me away, it might make them unhappy, 
nncl be tl1e cause of my being retaken. 

In tl10ughts of this description I passed tho night; and, as soon 
as day broke, I went and asked tho ofl1ccr to let a soldier saddle my 
horse, and go with me to a store, that I might buy a hnndkerchief. 
Ile orderecl it to be clone. Instead of going to the store, I went 
where the lady had dirncted me the night before. I fonml her sit
ting by an 01)Cn wim1ow. I alightcil from my horse by placing my 
foot on the window-sill ; and gave the soldier a dollar, and told him 
to go and buy some bitters-that I wouli1 wait for him. 

So soon as tlrn gohlirr left me, she snid : "JS'ow is the time for 
your freedom. I will sencl my servant to the encl of the town with 
your horse; arnl wlien the soldier comes, I will tell him yon mounted 
your horse, an<1 took snch a street. So, if lie follows, he will find 
your l1orse, nnd not yon, nnd be afraicl to show himself ag1tin to his 
officer, but will desert. And I haYe a safe place to hide you, and 

VOL. l.-27 



• 

418 APPENDIX. 

will give tLe soldier money to make him desert, and yon must know 
that I can do it, for tl1ey all love money, and liave none." 

I answered her, and said : "Madam, you are a married lacly, and 
I should be a most unhappy man to receive such favors from one 
of your rank, and then be compelled to leave you without any hope 
of seeing you again. But if, by the king's order, I should get free, 
I could then come ancl spend my clays in this town, where I sl1ould 
have tl1e liappiness of seeing you, and perliaps be sometimes in your 
company, if admissible." 

" Sir," said she, "you need not think, because I am married, I 
run bound. I do not so consider it. About a year since, I was mar
ried to a man fifty-five years old, in order not to displease my fatl1er 
and mother. Ile is a man of great property; but I can venture to 
tell you I do not love him. He is not now in town, but is at some 
silver-mines he is working, and will be absent two weeks. Before 
he comes, I promise you to go with yon to yo\11' country, and spend 
my days with you. Although you are a stranger, I baYo formed 
too good an opinion of you to suppose that, afte1· leaving all to go 
with you to your country, you would then abandon me for any 
other lady, however fair. Though I am mixed with Indian blood, 
I would trust to your honor not to cast me off." 

These words made a deep impression on my mind. Yet I was 
uneasy, as I expectecl every moment to see the soldier return. I 
told lier I was sure of my freedom when I reached Mexico; that 
my friends had informed me they would write in my behalf, which 
raised my l1opes; ancl that I could not leave my companions. For 
the next three years I repentecl that I dicl not take this lady's ad
vice, as the reader will sec further on in this book. 

I waited some time for the soldier to come; and would not agree 
that my horse shoultl be taken away, as she had desired. ·when 
she saw that I would not agree to it, she brought me a heaYy 11ack
age ancl a letter, and directed me to put them in my pocket, and 
not look at them till the end of that day's journey. While she was 
saying this, the soldier caine up, ancl asked if it were not time for 
us to go. I tolcl her if I was set at liberty, as I expected, in l\fex
ico, I would return to that town without delay. The soldier then 
helped me ou my horse, and I bid adieu to the lovely Maria Bal
donada. 

When I reached my company, all thiugs were in readiness for 
our march, and we set out on our jom-ney. We stopped that night 
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at a place called Arcos; and as soon as we halted, being impatient 
to look into my package and letter, I sat down to examine them 
beforC\ the people of tho village should crowd on us. In the pack
age I found three J oes, in small gold pieces. Tho letter wa~ as 
follows:-

"About three days since, the nows reached this town that some 
Americans were coming on as piisoners. I was ve1·y desirous to 
see them ; but it has been an unhappy time for me since I first saw 
you. I hope you will obtain your freedom in a short time, and not 
forget one who is not ashamed to own that the love she bas for you 
is more than she can bear. Sir, perl1aps you may ask how this can 
be, when you are bound in irons: you may think a woman crazy 
who could love one in that situation. Perhaps so; but when I first 
saw you, I was toucl1ed with compassion; then I found my heart 
distressed; and, wl1en I came to examine myself, I found it to be 
in love. 

" I ~n write no more. If you leave 1lfexico, you will let me 
know where yon go, as it will give mo some satisfaction. 

" Iu this letter is n. ring from my finger. I hope you will keep 
it in remembrance of your love. "MARIA BALDONADA." 

After reading tho letter, I went into the room where my compan
ions were; but I was unlwppy, and could not pass off the time as 
usual. The next moming wo set out, an<l in a few clays arrived in 
Mexico. Hero I was cast into a prison-yard, in which there were 
about three hundred others, some of whom were negroos and In
dians. 

I remained here but a week, when I was taken to Acnpulco. 
This is a seaport town, where vessels come once a year from the 
E11st Indies. It has a strong fortification. The castle is built of 
stone, and has about a lmndred guns of the largest calibre. The 
walls of the fort are twelve feet thick. 

When I arrixed at this placr, they called over our names; and, 
when I answered to mine, they told me to step to the front. I did 
so. 'rhey then directed me to follow an officer, which I also clitl, 
but slowly, as I had on two pairs of irons. The officer took me to 
thl' ~i,le of the cnstle, and, opening a small door, toltl me to go in. 
I di,l ~o; and, when the door was shut, I found myself between two 
stone 11·alls, about three foet apart, and in a room seven feet long. 
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At the for end of the room I could just discern li~l1t tl1rongh a smnll 
opening in the twelve-feet wall, wl1ich was grated with iron bars. 
In the door was another opening of three inches square, also grated. 
Looking tlirough this last opening, I saw that there was a soldier at 
the door. I asked him what he had done with my companions. Ile 
said they were all put togctl1er in a large room. In the evening 
tho officer came and opened the door, and brought mo somo old 
clotl1es I had left with my companions; also a mat for my bed, and 
some beef and bread, and a pot of water. I asked him why I was 
separated from my companions. Ile said it was because something 
was written from Chihuahua, to the effect that great care should bo 
taken of me; but he could not tell why. 

The next day, about nine o'clock, when tl1e relief-guard came 
round, my prison-door was opened, and my irons searched. I then 
asked the officer if it was possible tliat I could be put with my com
panions. He saill I could not, as tho governor of that place had 
ordered that I should be kept by myself. I tried to content my
self as well as I could, though there was but little happiness to be 
found hei·e. 

I remembered that Baron Trcnck, when he was moved from his 
first prison to the second, thought how l1e should escape. So I oe
gan to think I should get free ; but seeing the strength of the walls, 
and having nothillg to work with, I concluded it was impossible for 
me ever to escape : and, should I succeed, I would have to travel 
three thousand miles through their country to get to the nearest 
part of the United States. As for the distance, I cared nothing 
about it, if I could only break through tl1osc walls. 

In about ten days after I was put in there, a soldier on guard 
spoke very friendly to me. I asked l1im if he would sell me a 
small knife. He said he woul<l give me one that night. Accord
ingly, at night, he slipped through the hole in the door the blade 
of a knife, for which I paid him a dollar. I began to work ,ou the 
wall, but found it of stones of such large size, that I could do noth
ing. Still my spirits did not fail me, and I had a hopo that I would 
make my c~cape in some way or other, though I could form no idea 
in what way it was to be done. 

For about tl1ree months I was in this situation. Every day they 
gave me a pot of water, and some beef and bread. But I was not 
allowed to have any conversation with others. 

This place lies in sixteen degrees of north latitude, and is yery 
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warm. '!'here is here a lizard-which the Spaniards call quija
which is about nine or ten incl1cs long and about three inches thick. 
It is as white as snow, and·, if you hold it between you and the light, 
you may see the bones in its limbs aud body. One day, as I Wm! 

lying on my mat, I saw one of them, for the first time, on the wall. 
Watching him, I saw that ho 'was frying to catch the flies that had 
come into the prison when the door was opened, to get out of the 
sun. I did not know whether be was poisonous or not, but I deter
mined to feed him. So I caught some flies, and put them on the 
end of a straw I bad pulled ont of my mat; these I slipped up the 
wall to him, and found he would take them off the straw. This 
was my amusement for some days, when he became so gentle, that 
he would take the flies off my hand. Every morning, as he came 
down the wall, he would sing like a frog, by which means I had 
notice that he was coming. In about a week he was so gentle, that 
he did not leave me at night, but stayed with me all the time. Ev
ery dny, when they would open the door to come and examine my 
irons, he would get frightened, and hide himself under my blanket. 
When the tloor was again shut, he would come out and stay with 
me. I found tliat he was sincerely my friend : in fact, he was my 
only companion and amusement. 

In about eleven montlis after I had been put in this place, I 
found that some of my companions had been sick, and, as the sol
dier informccl me, had been sent to the ho~pital. I asked him where 
the hospital was. lie told me it was in the town, nearly a half
mile from the castle. I thought I would pretend to be sick too, and 
see if they would send me to the hospital-hoping I might ~Ima 
find means to escape. I told the officer of the guard I was sick; 
and the doctor was sent for. .As I heard the door opening, I struck 
my elbows against the l,ricks, which raised my pulse so high, the 
doctor thou.,.ht I had a fever, and directed that I should be sent to 
the hospital They sent an Indiau, who carrieJ me there on his 
back. When I got there, although I l1ad two pairs of irons on me, 
they put my legs iu tlie stocks. They consisted of two large, hard 
Jogs, having each two half-circular holes in it, so that the top one 
shut down on the other. I found that, with the irons and stocks, 
there was no chance of extricating myself. In addition to this, 
there were ten thousand chinces biting me day ancl night. So I 1·e• 
solved the next day to say that I was well, and return to my castle. 
But, in the evening, I was taken \\·ith n violent fever. I suppose 
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it was caused by my removal from a place where there was 110 air, 
to one where there was too much. 
. It _was about twenty clays before I began to recover. In this 

time it had become very sickly in the town; and tho hospital was 
so cro~vded, that my room was filled. There was a man laid on 
eacl1 .side of me. Ono of them died in about three homs after he 
came, aud the other that night. The next morning two more died 
close by_ me. I bega~ to think that, in a few more days, it would 
be my time; but I still improved. 

In all the time I liad been in the hospital, my allowance was two 
ounces of bread in the morning, with some gruel; and the ]1cacl of 
a fowl and some soup for dinner. As I Legan to recover, I had a 
great appetite, but my allowance was not increased. I had money, 
but 

1

was not allowed to purchase. One day a parson brought mo a 
hens head, as usual. As I was almost starved, I was in a very ill 
lmmor, and would have dcsh-oyed myself, but for the reflection that 
I should let _Ilim take my life who gave it to me. I took the plate 
as he gave 1t to me, and asked l1im wl1y it was tliat my share of 
meat every day was the l1ead and neck. He answered me, in a 
very short manner, that I must cat that, or go to bell for more ! I 
fl~w i_nto such a passion, that I rose and threw my l)latc at him, and 
lnt him on the head, and, as the priests in that country have their 
beads shaven, hurt him very rnnch; and as I happened to be out of 
my stocks at tliat time, I sprang to my water-pot and threw that at 
him also, but \mfortunately misseu him. Being very weak, tho 
effort to throw the pot with violence caused me to fall on my back. 
but I got up again as well as I could, and got back to tho plan); 
whe_re I lay. In tho spring I made, I hacl skinnecl my ankles with 
my irons. I had scarcely sat down, when the sergeant of the guard 
came lll, and put my bead in the stocks, for throwing at the friar, 
where I was kept for fifteen days. My only regret was, that I did 
not kill him ; as they wou:td then have taken my life, and put an 
end to my sufferings. 

While my head was in the stocks, tl1e chinces ate all the skin off 
my neck, for I could not help myself. When my head was taken 
out of the stocks, I told them I was well, and they might send me 
to :110 castle. T~c doctor bad my irons taken off my legs, and iii 
their place a cham of about 'fifteen pounds' weight was fastened to 
each leg. By wrapping them around my waist, I could walk very 
well, though I was weak. 
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I thought I would try to escape on the road to the castle, for 
there were but two soldiers guarding me, and they were armed only 
with sabres. I started off with them, and had got about three lmu
drcd yards from the hospital, wheu we came by a. house on the 
outside of the town, having a large garden. In this house the wo
man sold a kind of small-beer. .As I had money with me, I asked 
tho soldiers if they would drink some. They quickly agreccl to it. 
We went in the house, and called for some. She brought it out, 
and we tlrank it, and called for some more. I asked one of them 
to go with me into the garden, which he did. I walked with him 
to the back of the garden, and founcl a large bunch of pinks, which 
grow in that country as large as rost'S. I asked him to come and 
see those fine pinks. He came, and, in handing him one, with tho 
same l1anu I caught him by the neck, presenting my knife-hlacle, 
wl1ich I had helu ready in my other hand, and told l1im if he uid 
not give up his sword, I would kill him. Ilo quickly obeyed, and 
asked me what I meant. I told him I was going off, and, if he 
would go with me, there would be no danger of being retaken. He 
said he must do so, or he woulcl be put in prison in my place. I 
saw, l1owover, that be was unwilling. I then gave him a. dollar, 
ancl started, telling him to go and buy tl1e worth of it in lireacl for 
tho journey, as wo had no proYisions; and that I wonhl wait for 
him at the buryini;-ground outside of the town. So I left him, and 
went out at the back of the garden, and, before ho could let the 
officer of the fort know it, I was safe in the woods. 

By means of a steel I had to strike fire, I cut off my iron~, aml 
ascended tho side of a mountain, so that I could sec all the town 
and castle. I sat clown in a shady grove, where• the singing of 
birus and the thought of being at liberty so charmeu me, that I was 
as happy as any monarch. 'Tho sweet-smelling blossoms, interwo
ven with tl10 shade, formctl for me a 1)alace; and, though I had 
been starvetl in the hospital, I did not feel hungry, nor was I weak. 
I felt strong and happy, and sat in that pleasant shade till night. 

I then ma.de my way into the town, and went to a. shop, whore I 
supplietl myself with bread, bacon, cheese, and a large gourd of 
brandy. .As I was passing ucar tho door of another s11011, I hcanl 
two men speaking English in the house. As they came out, I Rpoke 
to them, and found that they were Irishmen, who belongt>cl to a 
privateer, which had that day come into port from the city of Lima. 
I askecl tl1en1. what sort of a man their ca11tain was, ancl if they 
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thonght I could talk to ltim. They said they would condnct me to 
tl1e house, :u1d ask liim if he woulcl be kind enough to have somo 
conversation with me. Thoy clid so. ITe sent me word to come to 
his room; ancl when I went in, he asked me of what country I was. 
I told him I was an American. Ilo could hardly believe me, as I 
spoke Spanish as well as he coulu. I told him I wanted to go in 
thci b1ig with l1im, and thn.t I had been a prisoner such a time. Ile 
said he would clear me from tliat place, lmt then we had no time to 
talk about it; tl1at I must go away and take care of' myself till the 
next night, and tl1en go on board the brig and hide myself well : he 
would then sail, and I would be safe. 

I went to the woods that night, and spent all the next clay iu 
listening to the songstm·s of the forest, being greatly pleased. ·when 
night came, I went where the sailors were to meet me, and found 
them waiting for me. They gave me sailors' clothes, and I went 
on board like a jolly tar, thinking I was safe. That night we broke 
the head out of a water-pipe, and at daybreak I took up my abode 
in it. '!'here were about three l1undred such pipes on board. 

About ten o'clock 11ext day a guard came and searched tho ves
sel, and, as I was not to bo found on board, tl1ey returnecl to the 
shore. The vessel was to sail in about two hours. There was on 
board an old Portuguese cook, who knew I was concealed, though 
he did not know where. The old wretch fell out with some of the 
Irish sailors, and went ashore, an<l told the governor I was hi<l on 
board the vessel; that he saw me, and heard them knocking on tl1e 
hoops of a barrel. 'l'lie poor Irishman was arrested, and told that 
1 was a king's p1·isoner, and, if he did not show where I was, they 
would send l1in:f to prison. 'l'hey frightened the poor cowanl so, 
that he told them I was on board, and ho would tell where I was. 
They came with him on boarcl, and he showed them the water-cask 
in which I was concealed. It was rolled out, and I was well tied, 
so that I could not move. I was then tl1rown from the vessel down 
into the boat, which bruised me badly, though no bones were broken. 
I was then lancled aml carried to tho castle again, where my two 
pairs of irons were put on me, and I was placed again in my little 
cell. I consoled myself with the thought that I had enjoyed a few 
hours of liberty, aml had heard the binls sing, and perhaps might 
hear them again. 

After some rrflections upon my hard fortnn~, my mincl bec-arr.c 
easy, and I thought of my 11oor companion the lizard. As I had 
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just come out of the light, it was so dark I could not sc>e anything. 
The next day my liz:ml came down the wall, and, as soon as I saw 
him, I reached out my hancl for him to come on it, Lut he was afraid 
to come into my hand as he had done before my departme. I gave 
him somo boiletl beef, and he ate it; but when I wanted to take 
him, he ran up tho wall. It was four or five days before I couhl 
get him to know me; then ho was as friendly as ever, and was the 
only companion I had. 

One day I begm, to twist me a small string out of the palmetto 
of my mat. This was my work for four or five .Jays, when I had 
a small cord about ten yards long. I laid it aside; and a short time 
afterward, I weut to look out tlirough the small hole in the thick 
wall. I saw a woman pass by-I called her. She stopped, and 
said, ",vhere are you 1" I said: "You can't see me; I am a. pris
oner, and I want you to do me one favor." She asketl me what it 
was. I told her to bring me some spirits. She said if she could 
get them to me, she would do it. I told her I had a string, and, if 
she would bring it, I would put out my string, so that she could tie 
it to the end, ancl I could pull it into my cell. I had yet some 
money, ancl threw some 011t at the hole, which she took and went 
on. I got a small piece of mortar out of the wall, ancl tied it to the 
end of the string, as a weiglit. I threw it out at tl1e l1ole, and wl1en 
I felt f'.iat it strnck bottom outside, I tied it to my arm, ancl sat like 
a :fisherman waiti11g for a bite. After some time, I felt my sh-ing 
move: then I l1card the woman say, "Pull;" then she said, "I am 
going." So she left me pulling up my line, which I did with great 
caution. ·when it came in sight, I saw that it was a cow's blac1tler. 
As it was soft, I got it in with great easo, although the hole was 

small. 
When I got it in, I took a drink, and put the bladder under my 

head. I lay for some time, when my door began to open. I took 
my blatldcr and put in my 11ot of water, and co-vered it ,rith my 
old hat. It was an old priest, who had come out of cnriosity to see 
if it was trne that 1 had a gentle lizanl. Ile askecl to see it, and 
said the officers of tl1e guard had told him of it. I called him Bill; 
l1e was in my bed. I took him in my hand and played \\ith him. 
The old man observed that it was in the power of man to do any
th1"n,,. if he would but tum his attention to it. He then gave me .,, 
some mouey, and left me. 

I then took another drink, and lay down; and, though I founcl I 
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was dnmk, I took care to hide the bladder. I can tmly say that, 
during the year and five months I stayed in this cell the last time, 
the hour I was drunk, and unconscious of everything, was the only 
happy time I saw. 

One day when tl1e officer came to search my irons, to see if they 
were good, I heard him tell the sergeant he must have some rocks 
blasted. The sergeant told him lie liacl hands to bore the l1oles, 
but no one that understood cliarging them. I told them, quickly, 
that was nothing-that I could do it to great pei-fcctiou. They 
went away, and I tl1ought no more of it. In about three days, 
however, the sergeant came and told me the governor had given 
orders that I should go and blast those rocks, as I had said I knew 
how. "You see," said he," that I have befriended you; and if you 
act well, perhaps you may gaiu more privileges. l3ut I am sure 
you won't try to get away, as I lrnve clone this to get you out." I 
said, "No ;11 but I was determined not to lose an op11ortunity to es
cape, if possible: for I was constantly thinking of tl1e chance I had 
lost at Salamanca, when the lady offered to free me. ~\s soon as 
the sergeant told me tl1is1 I was sure I woulJ escape, or be shot, for 
I was resolved to risk my life ou it the very first chance. 

So my irons were taken off, anc1 a ten-foot chain 1ilaced 011 each 
foot. I wrapped them round my waist, and started with two sol
diers to take care of me. At the point where I liad to work, there 
were about forty prisoners, and only about twenty soldiers to guard 
them. On the second day I went out I got twenty-nine cartridges, 
and sent to buy me a brace of pistols, which cost me twenty-eight 
dollars. Of tl1e money I brought from Cl1ihuahua, I had yet loft 
about one hundred and fifty dollars. I macle my matches to blast 
the rock in the gallery of a house near by. I sent the woman that 
livecl l1ere, to purchase me twelve knives; which she c1id, and kept· 
them in her house till I called for them. 

'l'bat night I uegan to talk to some of the prisoners, and toltl 
them it was in om· power to escape; and, if they saitl the word, it 
should be done. I was to wait till the next day for the answer of 
tl1e chief one among the prisoners. The next morning, as we were 
going out, be came to me, ancl said some of tl1cm would go if I 
would give them notice. I told him that aftemoo11 was the time; 
that I was determined to make a start, and if any one wanted to 
go, when they saw me take a basket of stones on my shoulder to 
where the prisoners wcrn throwiug dirt, they must be ready; that 
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I would give him twelve knives to distribute among them; that I 
should try to take a gun from a soldier, and all must do the same, 
anJ not to ru11 until we had the soldiers running, which would. be 
in less than ten minutes after we began. The pistols I was to get 
were to come at that time, as tho man who was to laing them was 
to give them to me on the way. 

So we got to the place. I went to th·e house, where I got my 
cartridges and the kniYes. Th.e latter I gave to the man who was 
to give them to the prisoners. He put them in his basket; and, 
after a short time, he gave me the sign tliat he hatl distributed 
them. I arose and asked the corporal if I might cany some baskets 
of dirt, to exercise myself. Ile granted it. I startetl and filled my 
basket with broken stone, and went to a solclicr. All the prisoners 
were waiting for me to begin. I asked the soldier to strike me 
some foe. .As he was doing it, I took a stone out of my basket and 
struck him on the temple. He fell ; I took his gnu, dropped my 
basket of stones, and began to fire. Most of the prisoners were 
throwing stones; some were running. The soldiers all fled-there 
was not one that stood. 

By this time most of the prisoners had sta1-ted. Thero were but 
two guns taken besides mine. Seeing a reinforcement coming from 
the castle, and all the prisoners gone, except a few cowards that 
were afraid to go, I started off with an old Spaniard, wlio ha<l come 
with us from Natchez. I saw that he ran Yery slow, and halted 
and fired, telling him to go on. Ile ran about fifty yards, and came 
back with l1is hat full of stones, to help me fight. The other })l'is
oners were gone, but the Spaniard and I made them retreat. I 
then tolJ him he must go, that I could escape ; but if I left l1im be
hind, he would. be taken. Ile then started, and I thought he was 
gone i for after I fired three rounds, and saw twenty-fh-e soldiers 
advancing, I sla1ted, but in fifty yarcls more I met l1im. Said I, 
",vhcre are you going 1" - "I have come to help my olcl friend," 
said he, "and have brought more stones." I told him there were 
too many soh1iers, and we mnst go. By this time tl1cy fired at us. 
I exchanged shots with them, and the old Spaniard threw stones. 
The next fire, a shot broke his thigh-bone. Ile then said : ".My 
thigh is broke-make your escape; but, before you go, shoot me, 
for I wouhl rather bo shot than taken." But, as I could not do 
this, I ijtarted, with the bullets singing around me, and .finally es
caped from them with my cliains on. 
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After I ascendeu a mountain, I sat clown, greatly fatignccl with 
the race and battle. I felt so mnch distress for tl1c loss of my old 
friend the Spaniard, that I forgot I hacl my cliains to i-emove. I 
hacl come with him from Natchez, lmt hacl only been with him 
three days at Acapulco. Ile was the only one of my four compan
ions from N atchcz that would agree to take part with me in this 
enter1irise. 

.After sitting awhile, I began to think of my chains. I hatl a 
rnzor and my olcl knife-blade : these I strnck together anu made 
saws, witl1 which I rcmoYecl my chains in a few moments. After 
this was done, I walked along the mountain, to listen if I cou1c1 
hear any of the prisoners taking off their irons; but I coulcl hear 
nothing. I then sat tlown on a rock, regretting the death of my oM 
friend. Ana, as I was thinking wliat I should do, and which way 
I should go-as I was alone-I saw a soldier coming up the 
mountain. I caught up my gun, and started to charge on him. Ile 
liad only n. sword. When he saw me, he said: "You mnst not 
shoot me, my frienc1. My name is Corral, who always promised to 
go with you ; and, as I saw you had made your escape, I came in 
search of you to go with you." As he said this, I knew him, ancl 
told him I was happy of his company, for all were gone, ancl I was 
left alone. 

"'\Ve then sat down on a rnck, to consider what was best, and what 
course we should take. It was im110ssible to travel through the 
woods, for the tl1oms and vines formed such a thicket, tliat, except 
it is iu a path cut out, yot1 can make no speed. By this time, uigl1t 
was coming ou; ancl we went down the mountain, where I got wa
ter, for I had nearly given out for want of it. W c then took a road 
for a small village called Cojucan, to tlic west of .Aca11Ulco. We 
travelled that night till my feet blistered, and the skin came off of 
them; for, until that night, I had not trnvellecl any for hvo years. 
·we stopped just at day break, in a thick wood, close by a cattlc
rnnclie ; and soon in the morning we saw a man coming through 
the woods, with a large gourd on his back. I calleu him, antl he 
came to me. I asked him l1ow far it was to Cojucan. Ile saitl it 
was nine miles. Thinking it best to make some arrangements with 
him for provisions, I tolu him I was a sailor, :mil hacl left tl1c king's 
sliip in Acapulco ; that I wantcil to go and lirn up on the coast, and 
not rctnm to that ship any more. I tohl him we had monry to pay 
liim for all the favors he wonlcl c1o us; and, if Le would bring us 
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provisions to that or any ol11er place 110 might select, I would pay 
h.im his own price : but that he must act like a man, am1 not tell 
any 0110 he knew of ijllCh men. Ile said he was a poor man, but 
we might rely on l1im, ancl must go with him to a place where no 
one would go. 

We started with him, anc1, after going about half a mile through 
thick brnsh and vines, he tolc1 us to stop therc-tl1at he was going 
to bring us that gourd full of cocoanut-beer. In a short time he 
returned, bringing the beer. I gave him some money, and he re
turnccl to his cabin; and, in about two hours, he came with provis
ions, nncl we took breakfast. Ilis \vife also came with him, and 
brought some oil and rags to put ou my feet; and, although they 
were very painful, the thought of being free made me the happiest 
man in the world. 

We stayed horn three clays, during which time tl1e ranchcro and 
his wife snppliecl us with fruits and provisions of all kinds. By this 
time my feet got so I thought I couhl continue my journey. 1\Iy 
idea "'as, that, when we got some fifty or sixty miles farther along 
the coast, I woulcl buy a jackass, as they are plenty in that country, 
and would answer to pack our provisions. Thus, in six months, I 
could reach the United States. "'\Vhen the good man brought us 
some frnit that evening, we told liim wo wishecl to start that night, 
and he must bring us some provisions for the journey, antl pilot us 
to the town of .Atoaca. He saicl he thought I hatl better wait till 
my feet were curcc1, as the distance was about fifty miles. .As I 
told him I thought I could travel, ho went home anc1 returned just 
at dark with provisions, and we set out. My friend the soldier had 
a sword : I had only a stick; for, having lost the cock off my gun, 
I had given it to the Indian ranchero. 

\Ye then took the roatl to .Acoacan, through which we had to 
pass to go to Atoaca. \Vhen we came near enough to hear the 
dogs barking in the town, I tohl the pilot it was best to stop there, 
auu for him to go on to the town, and, if he met any guard, he was 
known by them, and they would not injure him; and he coultl tell 
them his wife was sick, and he was going after medicine. The sol
dier said that was all right, but, as the Larking showed the town to 
be distant, we could all go together some nearer. 'l'he pilot agreed 
with him; so we went on some three humlrcd yartls fartl1er, when 
we suddenly saw ourselves sm-rouucleJ by about seventy men, who 
rose up on both sitles of us ! 'I'hey dcm·mclcd of us to surrender. 
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The poor pilot sat down, and was taken. I spoke to the sohlier 
and said, "Stand you close by me, and clon't leave me, and we will 
escape." So we both charged-he with his sword, and I with my 
stick. .As they had only swords aml 11ikes, am1 no guns, we broke 
thoi1· ranks and went through together, and gained tl1c thick woods. 

.After we had gone abont balf a mile, they being in pursuit of us, 
we came to a lake, about three hundred yards wide; and, notwith
standing such places are full of alligators, I plunged in, and the 
soldier followed. We waded a good distance, then swam a little, 
and ~hen waded out to the flags and ruslies. After hard work in 
getting through tl1em, we got on dry ground, but in a great thicket 
of vines and thorns. We began to work through them as well as 
we could, without knowing what distance we were from any town 
or settlement. 

Being fatigued, we stopped, and began to dl'y our clothes. l\Iy 
shoes were full of sand, and the skin not yet having grown on my 
feet, they gave me great pain. But I could get nothing to cure 
them in that place. It was just daybreak as we swam the lake, so 
·we spent that day in the thicket. We cut down a cabbage-tree, 
and got the top out of it, which was all we had to eat. 

The next morning we set out early, and worked through the for
est till about sunset, when we heard a cock crowing at no great 
distance from us. We went in that c1irection, and came in sight of 
a small Yillage, as we thought, though it was only the houses of 
some stock-keepers. I saw a pen that had some calves in it. I 
told the soldier we would l'Otire back into the woods, aud at night 
come back and kill a calf. Ile agreed to it, and we went back to 
the woods. We had eaten nothing tl1at day but some fruit. We 
returned to the pen at night, but the calves were gone. So we 
passed that place that night, and went on to see if we coulcl find a 
road leading in the direction we wished to go. Vv e soon got into 
a path that seemed to lead in the right direction, and we followed it 
till daybreak. 

By this time it was much larger anJ more frequently travelled. 
Oontiuuing bn after daylight, we met a man, anct asked him the 
distance to the next house on the roac1. He said the next place 
was the town of Cacalntla, which was close by. We then con
cluderl that our best way would be to conceal ourselves until night, 
and then pass by that village. We did so. 'l'he man we met was 
a constable, and returned back after we left the road, and raised 
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two or three small villages. Ile had been informed of our escape the 
night Lefore, and had orders to take us. We went into the bushes, 
and lay down and rested till evening, without liaving ei..ten any
thing; n.ncl, before night, we set out on our journey. We went 
t11rongh some old farms, and passed around thf' town of Cacnlntln, 
and fell into a road which led in the c1irection we wished to travel. 
About ten o'clock at night, we came to a small c1·eek. W o crossed 
it, and, just as we rose on the other bank, about thirty men sprang 
up ancl ordered us to surrender. \\re both stuck together, as we 
had done before-I with my stick, and the soldier with his sword. 
But in the first charge, a person behin<l the soldier struck him with 
a cutlass ancl disabled his arm, so that he coultl not fight. Ile tl1cn 
ran. Some of them pursuecl him; the others surrounded me. My 
feet were so sore I coultl not nm, so I was forced to fight. I broke 
through them by knocking one of them down with my stick. ~ut 
I did not get more than forty yards, when I was sunoundet1 agrun. 
J was determined to be killed before I would be taken ; but one of 
them behind me hit me on the temple with a large stick, which 
knocked me senseless. When I came to myself, I was strongly 
tied, aml saw my companion by me in the same condition. 

We were carried back to the village, where a new guard took 
charge of us ancl carried us back to Cojncan. Here we found our 
poor friend the ranchero, who had brought us provisions in _the 
woods. Here I was ironed a11d put in tl1e stocks, and two soldiers 
left to gua.nl us. I struck up a trade with th~ guard to turn us 
loose, and agreetl to pay them forty dollars, wlach was about half 
the money I bad. They agreed to it. I got ?ne of t11em to buy 
me two old knives, which I struck together till I made saws of 
them. I then tried them on the lock of the stocks, and we saw 
that in a few minutes we coulcl get loose. 

We then waited only for night, to cut ourselves loose, ancl felt 
sure of our escape. But, to our great misfortune, just at c1ark, we 
saw twenty InclianR coming up, a1·mecl with bo":s and anows: One 
of the gnard aii,krcl them what they had come for.. They smd they 
had been sent by the governor to guard the prisoners, and esp~
cially the AmeriC'an, who, if not well guru·decl, wouhl rnako lu~ 
escape. 'l'be first-named guarrl toltl them t~ go_ home, ~s h~ ancl 
his companion wouhl take care of us. Ile sa1cl th,,s, lrnow~ng, 1f ~ve 
did not escape, he wonhl lose twenty dollars. 'I be Indums saH1, 
no, they must stay, or the governor woultl punish them. 
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So tl1cy 1mt out two ~entinels, and sat down. I nm,· s.iw that all 
l1ope of escape was lost, and I resigned myself to my fate, knowing 
that I would J.e H•nt lmck to the cnstlc tl10 11e.xt day. T spent that 
night without closing my cyrs. The next morning, early, l1orses 
were brought, and we were caniecl again to Acapulco. T ~ms taken 
to tl10 governor, who, as soon as lie ~aw me, said: "Oh, :'\fr. Bean, 
you have tric<l again to escape, but we deceived you; anil I will 
put it out of yonr power to try it the thircl time." 

I repliecl : " Sir, I am a prisoner, ancl alone ; but I do not fear 
what you cau clo to me; for if you take my life, you will at once 
free me from tyrn.nny." 

"'l'yranny, did yon say 1" said he. "Look at yom· companions: 
they take the sun every day; they make no attempt to escape, and 
are something thought of." 

I answered : " They arc cowarc1s, and do not love their freedom 
as I do; for eYcry chance I get, I will use to regain my liberty." 

"I will double your imprisonment," said he. 
• "I ask you no favors," I answered, "for, if I 1litl, I woulcl get 
none; so yon can do just as yon 1ileaRc." 

Ile ordered them to take me back to the castle, and he would 
come there. I had not been long in the castle when the govemor 
came. He ordered them to bring a large mulatto, and had me 
chained to liim. \10 were 1rnt in a room Trhere there were some 
twenty prisoners. That night one of the prisoners whispered to me, 
that the governor had toltl the mulatto, if he woulc1 take care of me, 
he would deduct a year of his time ; and if I didn't ohey him, be 
could whip me if he chose. I thanked him for the information. 

This mulatto was very sulky, and said nothing to me. I was 
dubious that, from his great size, 110 would flog me; but I was de
terminecl to try him the :first word he said to me. Three clays after 
I had been chained to l1im, we were taken out into the yard of the 
castle to cat breakfast. As I went to reach to get my lwcad, he 
jerked the c:hain, ancl threw me down. Near by me was half a 
bull's skull, with one horn on it. I went back the length of my 
chain, got the i;kull, and struck him with it 011 the l1ead, wl1ich 
knocked him down. I continued my blowg; he bellowed, "Mur
der!" the guard came and took tl10 skull from me. The mulatto 
begged to be let loose from me. The news soon reached the gov
ernor, wlio ordered him to be :,e1iarntecl aml me to be floggccl. Dut 
tlie officer did not flog me. I hncl a wheel put on my neck, so lmge 
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that I coultl not reach tl1e rim of it. Of all the modes of punish
ment, this was new to me. I could uot moYe with it. I was in this 
situation four hours, when it was taken off, and I was taken back 
to my little cell, with two pairs of irons on me. 

llel'C I spent my time better. All was silent, and nothing to dis
turb jle. I looked for my poor lizru:cl, but he did not make his ap
pearance. Two days after, lie came clown the wall ; but he had 
"'Ot wild, and would not come to me. .At last I caught him, and he ::, 

became as gentle as usual. 
The governor of the castle wrote to the viceroy that he could not 

be responsible for me, and I must be sent to another fort. The 
viceroy sent orders that I must be taken to tl1e East Indies, to a 
place called Manilla, where the king of Spain bacl possessions. I 
was to be sent in the first ship that sailed for that place. When I 
heard the news, I was well pleased; for I thought that, in a new 
placr, I might stand a clrnuce to get with some nation of Indians 
on that islancl. I knew it was inhabited by savages, and hoped for 
some chance to escape among them. As thel'C was no ship l'Cady, 
I hacl to wait, and keep company with my lizard, which I had de
termined to take with me if I went. 

I will relate the fate of the soluier who was taken at the same 
time with me. Ile was tried, and srntencecl to ten years of slavery 
at Vera Cruz. My old friend the Spaniard, who had his thigh bro
ken wl1en I made my escape, died of tJ1e wound. 

While I was waiting for a shi1>, a revolution took place in Mexico, 
wl10 had declared her inde1>enclence. It went on with great force. 
They were turning all the prisoners into soldiers, and, among the 
rest, my four companions. About a week after all the prisoners, 
except myself, had been made soldiers, a man came and aijkod me 
if I would help them fight, if he would take me out. I said I 
would. Ile went to the governor, and told him that, as I had been 
so Ycnturesome in trying to escape, I would be a good soldier; aud 
asked him to let me be taken out. This wns granted; and I was 
brought out of my small room, my irons taken off, autl a gun and 
sword given me. 

I was then in a good fix for war. But yet the republican party 
was not less titan three hundred miles distant. I did my duty well 
for fifteen days, until I bad conversed with the soldiers on the sub
ject of the revolution. They askell me what it meant. I tolcl six 
or sevcu of them-snch as I could trust-that it was a very great 
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thing, and tl1at all the natives of the country ought to join them; 
for the republican~ intencled to free their country from tl1e king of 
Spain, and be the owners of their country themselves; that the 
Spaniards had taken it from them about three huudi·ed years ago; 
that they iutendecl to rnn all the Europeans out of tl1e country, and 
then the natives would be generals and colonels, and all th riches 
woul<l fall into their hands. Those to whom I said this were well 
pleased; lmt I charged them to say nothing about it to any person 
that would tell; and, if they said anything to any one, not to men
tion my name. 

In about three days after, one of them came to me, and said that 
he wislied to go and join the patriots, if I woitld go. I told him to 
go and see how many men he could get to join ancl take their guns; 
then to let me know, ancl I would tell him whether I would go. 
But he said I knew more about it than they did, and, if I did not 
go, they could not. I told him to get wliat men he could, and I 
would go. 

I then went to my four companions that bad come from Natchez, 
and tried them. They told me I was crazy to talk about it, for, if 
it was found out, I woulcl 1,e hung. I tolcl them it was all a joke, 
and we said no more about it. The next clay my soldier• .... , 
cartridge-box ..... . . I told him I would let them know- when. 
So he left me. The next morning we had orders to embark, and 
land at a place five miles from Acapulco, called ~Iarques. After 
we landed, Cosco, the commanding officer, called for volunteers to 
ascend the 1-iYer, and fincl out where the rebel Morelos was. Six 
European Spaniards, one of my companions, named William Dan
lin, and myself, stepped to the front and offered our services. We 
i-eceived 0111· orders, and started. 

We went up the 1-iYer about three miles, when we came to a 
house where there were a great many fowls. The S1rnniards said 
they must l1avo some. I told them that, while they were catching 
them, I would go on ahead, and look out for the enemy. They 
agreetl to it. I soon saw a company of the 11atriot militia. I stf'ppecl 
to one si<lc of the road, aud they did not see me till they came up. 
They hatl done duty at tl1c fort, and knew me. I spoke to them. 
They said they knew I would not fight against them, and were 
overjoyed to see me. I told them there were, at the house below, 
six Spania1·ds, and William Danlin, whom they knew ; that they 

* The worms hnvc tuk~o n lice or so hcre.-Eo . 

... 
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conlJ go and take them. They ditl so, and not one escaped. One 
of them stayecl back with me, and tied me fast, by agreement, so 
tlrnt they should see that I was a prisoner. 

We were immediately taken to the camp of Morelos, where he 
11ad about one hundred and fifty men, and about twenty old broken 
guns. They told him who we were, and he saicl be wanted us to 
assist him in the strnggle. I, for one, tolcl him I was a republican, 
and that was what I hacl come for. He then pointed to the twenty 
oltl guns and a small swivel, and showed us about six pounds of 
powder, which (being asked by us) he said was all he had. He 
said he haJ about a pound of saltpetre and two pounds of sulphlll', 
but none of his people knew how to make it into powder. I told 
him I could do it; and got some women to grind it on the rocks 
they ground corn on for bread, aml by night it was all ready to dry. 

"\Ve informed :Morelos that there were with us, before om capture, 
about two Imnclred well-armec1 men; that they would perl1aps go 
up the rivf'r the next day to hunt for us; and that if he would go 
to a certain place where the road rau 11ear to a lake, and lay an 
ambu~c:ll1e in the rocks, ancl fire on them, be might drive them back. 
Next morning, at dayligl1t, 11orelos and his men marched to the 
placo designated, ancl fired on them l1efore they knew he was there. 
He killecl two of them, and they broke back. 

That day I was drying the little powder I bad made; and, seeing 
that we wore in a lmd fix to make headway, I told Morelos that, 
by going back, I could get seventy of the men on the king's :~ide to 
desert and come with me. Ile said be would trust me, ancl Jirected 
me to go as if I hacl macle my escape. As all tbnt lind been taken 
with me were confined except William Danlin and myself, I started 
with him that uight, though he knew nothing of my plan. About 
ten o'clock the next dny I got back to my old quarters (where I 
bad suffered so long), with a view to take reYeuge for former suffer
ings, But if my plan had been discovered, I would not have lived 

two hours. 
I was well receivetl by the king's officer, ancl again supplied with 

arm~, and a new snit of clothes, which came in good time, as I was 
almost uaket1. I was asked wlrnt force 1\IC\I'elos l1ad. I told him 
about a thousand men, well armecl. The king's officer concluded 
then not to attack him without a more respectable force. I told 
him this to stop him till I could arrange my plan. 

In about ten days news crone tl1at a colonel, by the name of Par-
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1·as, was adYancing with about four lmnclred men, and that wc were 
to meet him in tho pass of the Sabano, - miles from wl1ere Mo
relos was encamped with his small army. We went, three hundred 
in nnmber, and joined Colonel PalTaS. We were then seven hun
dred strong. In about ten days more, three hundred more men 
were to join us, ancl we were to attack l\forelos with tl1e whole force. 

All this time I had sent no word to Morelos. Some of us were 
sent out to kill white cranes, to get feathers to distinguish our men, 
as they were militia, and liad no uniforms. I strayed to a house, 
where I found two women, whose husbands were with Morelos. I 
sent word by them to him to send a confidential man to meet me at 
that l1ouse tl1e next day, and he would bear from me. That night 
I spoke to tho sergeant, who had before wished to go with me, to 
be ready when I called on him. Ile said he would. The next day, 
when I went out to kill more cranes, I went and met the man sent 
by Morelos, and told l1im to tell 1\Iorelos to send, the thirrl night 
after that, all the men he had to an old house about half a mile from 
our camp. I then returned, and the arrangement was all made. 

The night came. The seventy men, who hatl agreed to go over 
to tho republicans, had managed to get on a picket-guard. .About 
seven o'clock at night, I left the king's camp, took with me Mariano 
Tobares and Juan De Leon, and went to where I was to meet ~fo
relos's men. Morelos's men, commanded by Julian de .Abila, came 
about eleven o'clock. 'l'hey were five hundred and twenty-seven 
in number, armed with thirty-six old guns, and the balance with 
lances and bows and arrows, and some with nothing but sticks. I 
made up my mind tl1at night to die or be revenged. The sign and 
countersign were to be, when one said, "Who lives 1" the other 
should answer, "Silence!" 

The king's camp was on the hank of the river. The artillery
four pieces-was mounted on the bank, pointed across the 1iver, 
which was about knee-deep. In the king's camp were about two 
hundred regulars, stationed next to the artillery. \Ve crossed the 
river below the ea.mp, and ca.me up under the bank till wo got op
posite the guns. We mounted the bank, killed the sentinel, took 
possession of the cannons, and tumed them on the camp. This tvok 
them so suddenly, that the regulars surrendered without fighting. 
The balance of the king's army came running up, and asked what 
was the matter. By this time our patriots had armed themseh·es 
with the guns of the regula1·s, and we took the enemy nearly all 
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prisoners, killing only three of tl1em. We took five lnmdred and 
twenty-six prisoners, and all tl1eir arms and ammunition. Colonel 
Parras, without hat or uniform, mounted a horse barebacked, and 
escaped. 

The next day, four hundred of the prisoners -in fact, all the na
tives-joined om· flag; so that, in one nigl1t, we had become 
rc~peetable in men and arms. The three hundrC'd men, who were 
also to have joined the 1·oyalists, camped that night in six miles of 
us; but getting news of tho affair from some who had escaped, they 
struck their camp, and retreated for safety. They macle no halt 
till they roached Iluaeaca, a city on the Pacific ocean. The next 
morning, General :Morelos came up to the battle-grotmd about nine 
o'clock. We were all in motion with our cannons and prisoners, 
and you may well conceive that we hacl a joyful meeting. 

\Ve marched to the pass of the Sabana, which it was determined 
we should fortify. The work was commencecl, but we were scarce 
of money for om· men. I proposed to plunder Acapulco, for tl1e 
fort was built to defend the bay, ancl her guns could not 1·ea.ch the 
town. The general agreed to it, and a large number of our men 
volunteered to go with me. \Y c went in the night, ancl, after car
rying the small g11anl at the l1ospital, the town was ours. We got 
about thirty thousand rlollars in goods and about eight thousand 
dollars in money, which placed Olll' camp in a flourishing condition. 

At thi1:1 time the royalists had c1rawu off all the forces they could 
gather to contend with Hidalgo, Rayon, antl otl1crs, who were in 
motion about Valladolid, ancl could not bring any great numbers 
againRt ns. But they mustered a force of about three thousand roy
alists, antl attackocl our works,at the pass of Sabana, which we had 
finisheil. This was in March, 1811. But we dro,·e them back with 
great loss. .As we remained in our works, our loss was only one 01· 

two. This affair lasted two clays, when t11ey retreateil. Here Gen
eral Morelos left me with the main body of the troops, which he 
took to Tayupan. He returned again, ancl, with his whole force, 
set out for Chilpanzingo. Before reaching there, we received newe 
that the royalists were acl,·ancing to that place. Gene,ral Morelos 
gave me the command of two lrnndred horsemen, with orders to go 
forwartl and occupy the town. I did so, but, at the end of three 
days, was forced to retreat. W c took with us, however, all the 
effects of the king's party t11cre, wl1ich again supplied our troops 
with cash. I informed Morelos that I was compelled to retreat by 
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the superior force of the enemy. Ilo approved tl1e retreat. Tho 
next day we marched upon Clmalco, wl1erc we lmd news tliat the 
royalists were marching rapit1ly to meet us. 

The next moruing, about eight o'clock, they came in sight. We 
we1·e in 1·eadi11ess, and advanced to meet them. There was, between 
the two armies, a <lccp gulley, twenty feet wicle, which, exc<'pt in 
some particul111· place~, was impassable. Wl1ile the main body were 
£gbting across the gulley, I marched with th1·ee lmuclrec1 men through 
a piece of timber, and, without being perceh·ed by the enemy, fell 
upon tl1eir rear. In an instant they were iu confusion, aml com
me11ced tl1eir flight. Our army maue their way, as they best could, 
across the gulley. Their officers never tried to rally tl1cm, 1Jut they 
all fled. W c pmsned and cut them down for six miles. .A.ll their 
ammunition and three pieces of artillery fell into our liands. We 
had with us a large number of Mexican Indians, wl10 pursued and 
butcheretl all they coultl overtake. I came up with them, and urged 
them to make 11risoncrs, anc1 not to kill. .At this time there were, 
in twenty yards of me, two 1>orsonal enemies. I advanced toward 
them, and ordered them to surrende1·. One of tl1em made a. push 
at me with llis ~pear, and wounded me severdy in the right thigh. 
Our i\lexicau Indians cut tl1em to pieces in au instant. My horse 
was brought me, ancl I rode to camp; but, when I got there, my 
boot wa$ filletl. with blood. I felt no great pain, but was weak 
and faint. 

The next moming we marched into Chilpanzingo without 01>posi
tion. llerc we haJ news that the enemy were mru:chiug from the 
J\Iistaco, on the Pacific, to Acapulco. General Morelos sent me, 
with fifty mounted men, to look after them. I reacl1ed a ganisou 
of two hundred and fifty of our party, on a. mountain called Vali
daro. Close by the shore there were a lmndl'Cd more. After six 
days' ricle, my wouml had made me very stiff and sore. Ilowcver, 
in about six clay~ after my arrival, I was informed, by a woman 
from Acapulco, that tho governor himself was coming to attack the 
one huurlred patriots that were on the coast. They were ouly nino 
miles dist:mt. So I immediately started with two hund.red men anJ 
two small guns from V aliclru·o to join tl1 ese men on the coast. The 
third day after our anival, our pickets gave notice of their approach. 
I removed my force, consisting of three hundred men, to a rocky 
bluff on the road, and formed a. complete ambuscade. I sent out 
twenty-five men to give them battle, and then retreat in good order. 
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All this was effected; and we got them so far into the net, that 
nearly their entire force, about equal to ours, was killecl or taken; 
and, among tho rest, the governor, my old friend, who had kept me 
so long in chains, was badly wounded. I sent him back to the 
castle, to die. 

After this battle, all the coast was clear of the enemy, except the 
strong fort at Acapulco, which I was not able to take. In about a 
month, General Morelos visited my camp, and showed mo a letter 
from the castle, stating that they had enteretl into a conspiracy• in 
the fort to deliver it to us; that 011 such a night, as a signal, they 
woultl hoist a lantcm to the top of the flagstaff, when )Iorelos should 
march his men and form them in sixty yards of the fort. Ile should 
then send one to let it be known lie was there, when all tl1c doors 
would be opened, the drawbridges let down, and the touchholes of 
the cannons filleu with tallow. 

General llorelos was pleased with tl1e 11lan, ancl the idea of pos
sessing the fort. I toltl him I clid not like the plan; for, if the sol
diers were formec1 at the place stated, and the cannons of the fort 
brought to bear on it, it would be a conspiracy to kill all our men. 
He said, " Oh, no, it could not lie so." I said it might not be the 
case, but it was dangerous to trnst an enemy at any time. He said 
he wished to carry out the enterprise. I told him that, if I went 
into it, I preferred doing it in my way, and not according to their 
plan. He then left it to me to carry it out as I thought proper. 

The signal was given about an hour Lefore day. I marched my 
men to the gate on the opposite side of the fort, and sent to inform 
them we were ready. They harl previously placed fifty pieces of 
cannon, loaded with grape, so as to sweep the place where our men 
were to have been formetl ! They openecl their fire, which contin
ued like an earthquake for thirty minutes. In this time we were 
safe! y retreating on the other sicle of tl10 fort, at oar leisme, in the 
dark. They thougl1t, when daylight came, to fincl tho ground cov
ered with " insurgents," as they called us, but they found only the 
grasij ancl hel'l1s tore up ! I asked General Morelos, next day, what 
he thought of the plan. Ile said God had protcctcJ us. 

As there was 110 possil>ility of taking the fort, and they would not 
come mt.and fight us, wo marched back to Ohilpanzingo without 
delay. After all those engagements, we were without ammunition. 

* Be.in snys they •• hn<l made au entreq11i in lhe fort." He meant an itltriga. 

- ED. 
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As there were large <tnantiti,,s of saltpetre in the country, and I was 
tho only one who unckrstood tho manufacture of J>owcler, I set np n 
powder-mill. W r obtained sulphur from n mine near Chilpnnzingo. 
Tho Indian women ground tho materials on their mctates, and I 
made the powder. 

At a 11larc c,lled Tl'l<tla, about six mil<'~ from Chilpanzingo, Don 
:Miguel Bra\'O was attacked by the eurmy, anrl defratrd them
tliough th<'y encampe<l on their gronn1l. That night he wrote us 
of bis situation, ancl that he was out of ammunition. W c set up all 
night at our powder-works, nud the next morning )Iorclos 8ent him 
one hundrcil and fifty pounds of powcl(•r, :md took over to assist him 
six hun<lreil of ni-. "~c attarke1l the enemy on one si<le, and our 
friencls on the other, and defoatecl them entirely, taking four hun
dred and sixty-five prisonerR, tl1rec cannons, all their baggage, and 
ammunition. Among the prisoners was the rnnn who liad written 
that they woula deli\'er up the castle. ,v c put him to death four 
days afterward. 

I!~or some months aftPr tl1is we were free from tl1e enemy. 1\Io
relos, during this time, marcl1ctl to Tenansingo ancl Tasco, which he 
took. I wns eugngccl in providing 11um111nil.ion. Ile then came to 
Cuautln Amilpas, which he conclu,h•cl to fortify. While tl1is was 
going on, I 11rovidcd ammunition suflicient for a siege of i-ix months. 

The viceroy Calejns cnmc with twelve tl1ousand men, and laid 
siege to the place. It was ngreecl by the leaders of the patriots 
tliat Morelos shoul<l stand a siege, and thus draw all the roynlists 
from )lexico. Rayon, Cos, Verlisco, nnd Brm·o, were to approach 
tl1e besiegers from without, while }forelos was to Rnlly out from the 
place; and tlms, Ly one complete vic-tory, we were to he\ complete 
masters of )[exico. The other patriot officers, sceing Morelos shut 
up, ditl not advance as they we1·e to <lo, but left him to suffrr hun
ger ancl fatigue until he was forced to lea'\'"e tl1e place in the night, 
wl1ich he di<l by forcing his way through the hesiegers, with a small 
loss of men, but of all l1is cannons and nmmunition. 

During the two months of this siege, I harl gone out with se"enty 
men to support Chilpanzingo, and provide ammunition. As my 
guard was too weak, I was forced to fly to Cholt('llec, foi-ty miles 
from that place. In this time I hnil maclc nliont two th msand 
pounds of powder, and had repniretl a number of old gu11s. all of 
which were of great ficrvico to Morelos when lie retreated from 
Cuautln. ,v c marched to relieve a 11ortion of the patriots who, 
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under tl1e command of a lieutenant-colonel, were he$iegetl in Ilua
bnapan. '\Ve succt'cclecl, and took two pieces of artillery ancl some 
muskets. "" e then marched to Telmacan, which received us with 
tho ringing of tho church-bells. We remained liere about two 
months, when we marchcll to attack Orizaba. ·we reached it in a 
march of three clays, aml took it by a~,ault, with little loss. 

Ueal'ing that the royalists, under the command of General .A.via, 
were adrnncing rapi1lly to give us battlC', we left Orizaba in three 
clayg, and marched out to gain a position 011 the roarl where ho would 
pass. Ile reached the place first. '\Y c made an effort to pass him, 
but he was well prepared, and gnve us i;uch a complete flogging, 
that he dispersed our forces. "' e ,aYerl our guns and ammunition 
with difficulty, ancl made onr way to Tehuacan. Thence we 
marched to Jluacaca, on the waters of tl1e Pacific. In this march, 
tho want of hor~es and provi,ions, and tlie bad and mountainous 
state of the roa<ls, put us to great trouble. When we reached tho 
beautiful plains of lluacnca, we summonecl them to fiurrem1er, which 
they refuHe(l. _\t daylight, next morning, we attackecl the city, and 
in two hours obtained possession. We took here a large <111antity 
of property belonging to the king and the royalists, which we much 
needed. W o also acquired a rich province, which produces large 
quantities of eochinral. We remained here about n year, in which 
tinrn T l1ncl crectetl n powder-mill, aml carried on successfully tho 
manufacture of powder. 

At the encl of this time, wo marchecl with twelve thousand well 
nrmecl men to Chilpanzingo, ancl then to Acapulco, to try and get 
pMse~sion of the place. General Morelos, our commander-in-chief 
sent in a flag, clemarn1ing the smrender of tho place. The letter 
was not signotl by ~[orelos, but by me. The commandant of the 
fort answered as follows : -

" If you will come and join his majesty's troops, you shnll have a 
colonel's commission, and ten thousand dollars' reward." 

I presented it to General Morelos. Ile langhccl when he read it, 
and said, "Why don't you go 1" I said, "If you thought I would 
go, yon wonlcl not say that." Ile then said, "You are right." 
With his lenve, I then wrote as follows : -

" Sm: I 1111.ve had the pleasure of receiving your lotter, dated 
December tho 20th, 1812; ancl, in answer to tpc same, I have to 
state that I am very poor, but, for all that, youi· king has not money 
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enough to lrny me, or make me a friend to a tyrant, wben I liave 
been rockcll in the cradle of liberty from infancy. 

"Your ob't sen•ant, "BEAN." 

We laid in about two miles of the fort for three or four days, 
wl1en a deserter came to our camp, and told us that tl1c enemy's 
women and chilthen, with their sick, and an abundance of provis
ions, were on a small islancl, about a mile from tl1e shore. As there 
were provisions on the island, it was deemed impracticable for us 
to starve out the fort; so we fell upon the plan of building a sufl1-
eient numbe1· of piraguas to pass over and take the island. W o 
went to work to build the vessels; and while at it, General Morelos, 
being in haJ healtli, went to Tehepan, leaving me in command of 

the businesb. 
I hatl a !'mall party of men stationed just out of gunshot from the 

fort. They were very careless of the defence of tl1e post. So, one 
morning, just at daybreak, when they were all lying down, the roy
alists came out of the fort arnl chargerl 011 them. They defeated 
them completely, and took froih them two pieces of artillery. I 
beard the firing at my camp, got my troops in order, and marcl1ed 
with all speed ; but, before I got there, they had returned to the 

fort, so that I could c1o nothing. 
I then stationccl another guard at tho same place, and attended 

to the making of the vessels. I soon had twenty made : they were 
rough and ba<lly made, yet large, and would hold many men. I 
wrote to General ~Iorelos that I was ready to pass to the islaml. 
He answered me, to go on; that his health was yet bad; flint he 
would send me fifty mule-loads of corn, knowing that I lrn.d plenty 
of beef. I lmmched all my ,·essels; and one calm night, having 
placed in them about five hun<lred men, I passed over to the island, 
and landctl just before day. At daylight I charged on the camp, 
and took it without the loss of a man. I found a guard of forty 
men, about two huuJre,l women aml children, and some olcl me.n 
sick. They informecl me that two schooners would be there the 
next day . I 1hc11 lashed my piragnas about three feet apart, four 
together, laiJ poles across them, and thus formed four floating plat
forms, or whatever you may cal1 them, aml took them to the point 
of the island, to see if I could not prevent the schooners from com-

ing out. 
They came out, and, seeing us, went back to the port, and got 
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some small gnus on board ; and the next clay came out again, to 
destroy my rnfts. They came close to us, ancl opened a fire. We 
soon macle them wish to retire. One of them clid • but the other 
l • 1 ' ' innng 1er mast shot away by a shot from a six-pounder I had 
fouud on the island, and having some of her men killed, they ran 
below, and she drifted within twenty feet of us. We tlicn boarded 
lier with our four loose piragnas, fastened her to our raft, and took 
her men, uineteen in all, prisoners. 

'l'he pdsonern informed me tbat they were out of provisions, and 
wonltl l,e foreetl to surrcncler within three clays. Tliree of the wo
men on the island nsked leave to go to the fort. I told them they 
were all starl'ing there, anrl, if tl1ey went, they woulcl suffer. They 
begged. me to let ~hem go, anrl said that they would tell the troops 
at the lort how kmclly they would Le treated if they surrendered, 
and that I harl said I wouU not leave the place till I had taken the 
fort. I let them go. Sure enough, the next day a flag left the fort, 
and made tow:ir<l my camp on the sl1ore. I sent from the island to 
meet them. They were two clergymen ancl one lieutenaut. 'l'hey 
saic1 their commauder had sent them to me, to state that he would 
surrender the fort if I would let him all(l liis troops march out with 
their arms, and go and join the other troo1Js of the king. 

I said, no; that if he woulcl surrender it, and let all the arms and 
ammunition, and king's property, remain in the foit, then every man 
might take Lis clothes, baggage, ancl money enough to bear his ex
penses, and harn a 1ias,port to join the king's troops wherever he 
pleased; but, if I found anything more taken, I would retain tho 
commander as a prisoner.• 

"that my house is yours, and that my daughter who now 
sits in your presence esteems you, and, there is 110 doubt iu my mind, 
would forsake her home and parents to follow you in the army, al
though she bas been rnisecl by kind parents, ancl never lacked any
thing of enjoyment this place could afford. She has disclosed her 
mind to me, and says you have promised, when the war is over, to 
make lier your companion. It is, then, the wish of us all, that you 
stay with us. The whole of this city shall suffer cleath before you 

* TLere are four leaves, or eighL page,, of the original manuscript;,, mis.sing 
here, viz., from pnge 1V7 Lo pAg~ 20-! of the 01·iginal. lt mny be proper to staLe 
that the pla~e was nt lasL surrendered, and tho prisoucrd ufterward shot by 
orJ,·r of :Uorclos, to retnliute for the loss of General ~!atnmortts. -Eu. 
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shall be }nut. We have now in the l1onso for you a king's pardon, 
and the promise that yon shall liave the same command in t11e 
king's army that you now luwe. So, fulfil the promise to my c1augh
ter, marry he1·, make her happy, and yourself also. You well know 
of the cl<'fcat of Morelos, and that all the troops you commanded are 
lost; tliat tlie king's troops are daily increasing, and the patriots 
falling off. So, for your own happiness and mine, I hope you will, 
at your leisur<', take all these things into consideration." 

I said to lier : " Dear madam, your offers are fair and frienclly, 
for which I gh·e you a thousand thanks. But 110 man of honor 
ought to change his cont to join a despotic monarch, and groan un
der tl10 ·weight of chains which I have made a feeble attempt to 
break. Tl1le, I have not yet succeeded; but I hope to see this 
country flow·ish in the enjoyment of liberty, and the despot fly from 
our coasts. I can never thiuk of changing my mind : I shall ever 
continue to raise my sword against the king while my life is spared, 
and he attempts to occupy this land." 

Miss W akina spoke : "You have visited my fatl1er's house, and I 
have been simple enough to think you hacl a regard for me, and 
would wish to make me happy. But now I see you are full of flat
tery, and do uot return my regard for you. I will leave fatl1er, 
mother, and all, to go with you; and, as it would be a happiness to 
endure fatigue in your company, if you will not stay with us, I will 
follow you till cleath shall separate us." 

I returned many thanks to this beautiful girl ; and, as an objec
tion to lier going with me, tolu her that, if I should lose my life in 
any engagement, she would be left without parents or friend; tlrnt 
I bad strong hopes I would shortly return, and then I wottld be 
more tlian willing to make her my owu. I told lier I thought she 
possessed mo1·e honor than to urge me to join the standai·d of a des
pot, and thus, for her sake, to make myself f?r ever miserable. She 
then saill she wished me to preserve my honor, and do what was 
rir,ht • that she would go into a convent, and await my return. I 

t> ' 
then gave this young angel a kiss, and left the room. 

I then returned to where the pl'iests aud fl'iai·s were, who supposed 
that everything was ready. I told them I must ride, and that t11cy 
could command me at all times, as could all men of liberal minds, 
although they might not join in the field of battle. '!'here was 
silence for a moment: some wine was brought iu-1 took some, 
bid them adieu, and went out and mounted my horse. In tl1is time 
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the ladies were telling what I hacl said. A friar came out and took 
my horse by tho reins, ancl said I must not go. I wished him to 
let go my horse. Miss \Yakiua came to the door, and told him tliat 
my principles were honorable, and not to incommode mo; tl1cn, with 
tears in her eyes, she bid me farewell. The friar still held on to 
my horse, and would not let go till I put my spurs to him. I rocle 
to the street; my few men mounted theh- ho1·ses : thou all came 
u1>; I bid them a general farewell, and we started on tl1e 1·oacl for 
Quicacltm. 

The next day, about eleven o'clock, I came up with my mules, 
loac1etl with 11mmunitiou. I hacl two lnmclred followers, and only 
two tl1ousand dollaxs, and knew not where to get more. In three 
days I reached Qnicaclan. !Jere I was informe,l that General 
Rayon was iu Tentaclan c1el Camino, only nine miles distant. 1 
was by this much relievecl, as it was gratifying to know that my 
small force were not all the xepublicans in the wodcl. I mounted 
and marched with all possible s1iced, though the most of my pack
mules were very tired. But when I reachetl Tcntaclan, to my 
great surp1·itie, Rayon had left that place the day before, and gone 
up a mountain to a place calle(l San Pablo Solaclan. I stoppecl 
that night, anc1 the next morning I receiYecl uews that General 
Avi.o, a royalist, was on his way to that place, expecting to find 
General Rayon there. It was necessary for me, with my small 
force, to stai1cl or run. My mules had all given out ; and then, to 
escape the enemy, I woulcl have to take np the mountain at the 
edo-e of the town, aud leave my ammunition. 

i wrote to Rayon that it wni; impossible for me to move; and to 
send me a 1·einforcemeut, and I coultl beat the enemy with ease
so that we could then march to Tehuacan without any danger. His 
answer was, for me to leave the place, and save what I could ; that 
be shoultl not send me any relief. I then commenced to pack and 
stait my mules-all of which was owing to a want of valor in 
Rayon, who had nm away from the same enemy before I c_amc. I 
had started my packs with the pack-men, hut not my soltlters, ancl 
bacl sent out a small picket-guard in the direction of the enemy. 
They returned, antl reported that they wonlcl be there tliat evening. 

I sent back to 'l'eotla aud got forty men to reinforce my two 
hundred. I bad with me Captain Simon Mendez, in whom I placecl 
great confidence. I thougl1t I would see what for~e the enemy 
hacl : and if I could give hi.m battle, I would do so ; if not, I would 
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retreat. It h:Hl been reported that tl1ey were a thousand strong. 
:\Iy mules were gone, and I bacl no artillery, except a small howit
zer. The town was on a beautifnl rise, so that I could see them 
when they approached within half a mile. "\Vhen they came in 
sight, I saw they hncl about tl1ree humhed cavalry, two hundred 
infantry, and one piece of artillery. 

I marchecl to the outside of the town, to a small creek with high 
banks. There I stationed fifty men behind a rise, which concealed 
them from the enemy. .As soon as their cavalry ~aw my ach·ance, 
they charged. 'They were some time in tl1e creek, ~o that I got 
two fires on them. :\Iy advance then fell back to my main line, on 
top of the hill. There we gave the enemy's cavah-y such a beat
ing, that they retreated, and reported to their infantry (who never 
reached the battle-ground) that my force was two tl1ousaml men! 
The ,1 hole body then fell back, and that 11igl1t retreated to Cosco
clan, leanng me quietly at Tentaclan. 

General Rayon, hearing of my success, came to my assistance 
when I di.cl not ncecl him. I then went with him to San Pablo Cos
coclan. He then 11 anted me to come under l1is command. This was 
the firbt time I had ever E-een him. I statecl liis wishes to my men; 
and they said I might do as I thought proper, but they wonld not 
follow me if I did. I did not like myself to go with him, for I knew 
I would al ways be left· to fight if any danger offered. So I toltl 
him I would meet l1im at tlie Lanas de Apan in six or seven days. 
So be left me, and mru:checl for that place. But it was not my in
tention to meet liim there. 

The second day after liis departure, I received a letter from 
General Morelos, relating all bis misfortunes, aml requesting me, if 
I could pass to the United States, to do so as soon as possible; ancl 
see if I coul<l make nny arrangements to bring on a campaign 
against the province of Texas, and, if I could, to make some pro
vision for a supply of arms. 

Jily situation was then desperate. When I left Hnal1aca, I had 
two thousand dollars. I bad spent all tl1is, in famishing my men, 
excepting five lm.ndre<l dollars. Knowing tl1at, with money, in the 
United States, I could do much, and, without it, nothing, I was 
troubled. 

There were some rich patriots in Telmacan; so, having left my 
men under command of Captain Rimon Mendez, I went to see them, 
and stated my situation. .As I was known there, and General Mo-

MEMOffi OF ELLIS P. BEAN. 447 

relos was much esteemed, I found that tho people wouhl rai1e me 
all the money they coulcl in a few days; anil so my minil was re
lieved. Ju about ton clays I receiYed news that the citizens had 
made up ten tl1011~and dollar,; for me to take with Jlle. 

As soon as I could, I went to IIuatnsco, where there were sta
tioned :fifty patriots. Thence I continuccl my journey to the king's 
bridge, or Puente dcl Rey, where I found General Victoria and a 
man by the name of Ansures. I stayed with tl1cm one nigl1t, and 
proceeded to tlte town of Nautla, on tho coa&t. 'l'l1is place was, at 
that time, commamled by a negro, named Philipia. I found here a 
large open boat, and, thought, by p11ttin0 a deck on it, I could pass 
the gulf. ..After working at it fiye day~, there came in sight a fine 
schooner, belonging to a company of privateers commanded by La 
:fitte, and well known by the citizens of the united States. They 
lived on an island callell Darrataria, below New Orleans. This 
scl10011er, called "The 'l'iger," was commanderl by Captain Domi
nic, a Frendnnan. I hacl umler me in that place about seventy
five men. We made every signal, but coul<l not get them to sencl 
their boat, although they lay to, and showea their colors. At that 
time they had Carthagenian colors, with which I was not acquaint
ed. Toward evening they sailed southwest, toward Vera Cruz. 

'I'he second clay after, we saw two sails coming up the coast, very 
close to the shore. "\Yith a good glass, I quickly found that the 
foremost vessel was the one that had left two days before. When 
she came opposite to us, she let fly the same colors as before. I 
had no other craft than large piraguas, and could not think of ven
turing out, not knowing but she was a royalist. 

In this time the other vessel, which I found to bo a large brig, 
camo close alongside the schooner, and, hoisting English colors, the 
fight began between them. The schooner spreacl lier sails, and 
played arom1tl the brig, until she hacl shot away her mainmast. The 
brig was then ungovernable. The schooner made off ont of gun
shot, and then lay to again. The brig sent out two large boats to 
board the echoouer. As they came near, she sunk <iue of them, aud 
the other was badly shattered. Tbe brig having pickcil up her 
men from the wreck, the schooner made off toward New Orleans, 
and the brig returned a southwest course. 

The next morning, tl1e guard on shore reported that there was a 
small schooner at the mouth of the rh-er, a half-mile from the town. 
Filling the three piragnas with men, I went down to the schooner, 
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and found her d1ifting toward the shore, but, as there was a calm, 
making no headway. I went out with two of my boats, aud boarded 
and brought her in. This is the first .-essel the J.llexican nation ever 
owned. She bad on board some flour and dried beef, which was of 
great service to us. I had a thought of fitting up this vessel for my 
voyage, Lut I found she was only a coaster, and had no compass or 
quadrant; and if sl1e hacl, they would have been of no service to 
me, for I knew nothing of navigation, and had never been twenty 
miles from shore in my life. 

The next morning, a woman came down the coast to sell us some 
fowls ancl eggs, and informed me that, six miles up, tl1cre was a 
schooner run close to sl1ore ; that her deck was covered with men, 
and she Lad 110 masts. Supposing it might be the enemy who had 
come out from 'Tampico, and was aiming to land and give me battle, 
I then set out with my small force to stop tl1em from landing
knowing that on that open coast tliey wonlc1 land with difficulty. 
W11cn I approached near them, I concealed my men behind 
the sa.11dbanks, and sent five men unarmed to the shore, that 
they might not be alarmed. 'l'hc five men hailed them, and they 
sent out their boat for them. I then learned that this was "The 
Tiger;" that she had been so fortunate as to cripple the English 
brig, and get a way from her; that afterward tl1c crew of the schooner 
had got to drinking, and ran her on the shoal which extends out a 
gi·eat distance from sl1ore. I learned. that the Spaniards at Vera. 
Cruz had promised the English captain two thqusand dollars if he 
would capture the schooner; but he got well shattered, ancl clid not 
take lier as he expected. I was happy to find some of my country
men on board, and learned from them, for the first time, that the 
United States and England were at war. 

I thou bCHt for my small schooner I had found at the mouth of 
the river, and b'ansported the crew of the Tiger ancl all on board 
of her to N autla. We then prepared my little schooner, and took 
on as many of the crew of the 'Tiger as we could carry, and in ten 
days set sail for New Orleans. In thiiteen days more I landed 
safely on Barrataria island. I left my small schooner in care of 
Lafitte, ancl got an olcl Frenchman to pilot me through some lakes, 
and land me on the :Uississi ppi, about nine miles above New Orleans. 
I got a skiff from a gentleman by the name of Hearn, and a negro 
to row me down to the city. This was in 1814. 

I foun: my old acquaintance, William C. O. Olaibome, of Ten-
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ncs•ec, was governor of Orleans But I di' I not . • l 1 . ' t 1emA111 OU"' t tCre 
I W(•nt lo );atchcz, and th.once to Xatrl1itocl1es, to sec whatclianc~ 
there wa~_to rr:ncw tl1c expctlitiou of' 13crnartlo Gutierres and Tole
do. .At ~atclutochcs I founrl a large mnnl.icr of 1,oor fngifo·c l\fcxi
caus; hut they had _become di~piritctl, aml had no desire to make a 
s_econcl attem1it. I had not money enough to carry on an expedi
tion, so I return eel back to N cw Orleans. 

The !lay .after my arrival, the .American gunboats had been taken 
by.an English s~nadron off l\Iobile; and, shortly after, great prepa
r:tions were bcmg made Ly General .A.nurcw Jackson to defend 
New Orleans. I hacl known Jackson from my earliest recollection. 
I thought, although I had not been in the Uuitcd States for fifteen 
years, that I would volunteer my services I •0 • l th . • J mec c company 
of Captam Maunsell White, of New Orleaµs, and was stationed at 
Bayon St. J olms. 

News arrived that the British had landed below New o ·l .A.t h , 1 . . 1 cans. 
t rec o c ock 1n the afternoon our company shuck up tlic march 

and overtook the rest of tho army before they reached the battle: 
ground. (1,shall not say much of this battle, as it is well known.) 
Next ~ay, ~eneral Jackson asked me if I understood artillery.• I 
told lu':1 I <licl. He then stationell me at a twenty-four pounder, a 
short tlistancc from the leYtfo, where I stood till the Bi·itish retreated 
ex_ce_pt two days~ in whicl1 I was showing Mr. William Brant, ; 
hnck-masou of ,New Orleans, how to erect a couple of air-fw'llacer, 
for heating shot. 

After the British had been defeated, and made their retreat, I 
asked leave of General Jackson to return to Mexico which was 
granted. I obtained a small schooner in New Orleans, bought arms 
and ~munition as far as my means would allow, and started down 
t~e nver. I coulcl not go out at the Balizc, because of some Eng
l1Sh vessels stationed there, but went out at what is called the South
west pass. I _again made my way to Nautla, taking, on the voyage, 
a small Spanish schooner, loaded with corn and flour and botmd 
from Tampico to Vera Cruz. ' 

_I c~rriet~ her safely iu. I then armed all the men I could, placed 
Villapmta ~n command of the coast, and set out on a journey of six 
hundred miles through the enemy's country to Pnrucau, where Gen
eral Morelos was stationed. At this place, about three months pre-

* General Jac)cson knew the Beans well. The scene between him and JAl!B& 
Bean, an uncle of Ellis P., forms p81·t of our early history. -ED. 
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vious to my arrival, General )fotamorns had been taken a11d shot 
by the royalists. I rerformed this long journey (witliont any acci· 
dent) with only six men. When I aJTiYecl, :Morelos saicl I was 
right-he ougl1t not to have come on this expedition. Ile asked 
me what goocl news I brougl1t from the United States. I related 
to liim how I got there, and what I liacl doue. I told him tl1e Uni
ted Stntes were our friend~ m1cl well-wi~hers; but they were then 
at war "l\ith Gre:it Britni11, which might be a reason why they could 
not do so much for us. 

It was then concluded to send nu embassaclor to tl1e United States, 
and tliat I shouhl return there with him. Twenty-fh·e tl10usand 
dollars was all tlie monry that could be rnised for tlie purpose. 
General l\forelos wisl1ecl to come with ns as far as tl1e coast; but lie 
liad been appointed presidrut of om- small repul,lic, yet in its strug
gle for freedom, and coulcl not leave. Dou ~Ianuel de Herrera was 
appointed embassador. Morelos $ent with us his son .Almonte, as 
far as "Kew Orleans.• 1\11cn we reached the last-name,l p1ace, we 
founcl that the United States would not :i.cknowk•clge onr inclrpcn
dence. As we were not yet free from the Spanish yoke, this was 
right. 

I left Herrera aml Almonte, and relumccl to :Mexico; but, before 
I reached there, )forelo::1 had been taken by the roynlists ancl sliot. 
I found the country was in a desperate ,ituation ; that a great num
ber of the former patriots l1ad gone over to the royalists, and obtained 
pardons. I went to Tehuucau, where General Teran wa~ statione,l. 
There I learned that Coloncl :i\Inscos ,ms taken at J>a]o Dlauc<•, 
neru: Iluatusco. I retnmcd to the latter place, wherc I bad about 
fourteen lmndrcd dollaTs in money. I packed it up, and started t;1 
meet General Yictoria, who had gone down to the coast, n small 
distance from Y era Cruz. 

* Almon 11: (pr~senL l!exican minister to the United States) wns nn illegitimate 
son of ::lforelos, nnd was sent in care of Colonel Ileau to th~ United :Slutes, to be 
educated. lie was placed at school, and for some time rcmaine,I there; but his 
father being kille<l, nod his means foiling, he became a clerk in the store of 
Pnech nnd Btin, hardward-merchnnts in Sew Odenns. He then left their cro
ploymeut, and joined Bemnrdo Gutierres at Cornpttl, on Red river. On receipt 
of the uews of the trenty of Cordovn, mnde in 1S21 by Iturbide and O'Douoju, 
he returned with Guti,rres to :\Iexico by wny of .\fotnmorn!<. At tho latter 
pince Gutierr~s rcnrninfrl, bcin,; nppointed first go,·ernor of Tamnulipas under 
the republic. Almonte ma<le his wny to the cnpital, to push his fortnne; nnd, 
with the exception of his renvwned mnstn Santa Anno, no .Mexican has met 
with a greater variety of ,.J,·cnLures.-En. 
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I took with mo a young lady of :fine family, who had lost all they 
had in the revolution.• I married her at a small town on my way, 
intending to ship her with me to the United States. lfy mules 
being fatigued, I stopped at a hacienda. The next day Geueral 
Victori1i came on, having with him bnt four men, Ile hacl been 
beaten by the royalists, and was then on his 1·etreat. Ile was en
tirely cle~titutc of funds, 11ot haYing a single dollar. I tol<l him 
what I liad, and proposed t11at we should unite and make a new 
dfort. Ile saitl it was not worth wliile; that the 11eople had got 
out of he·.r . ancl it would bo better to go to some secret 11lace and 
tf1ere wait till there was a change. Ile wanted me to join l1im; 
but I l'ould not think of hiding myself: be~iclcs, the very men who 
would Lring me ]!rOvi6ions would betray me into the hancls of the 
enemy. I toltl him I woulc1 eend my wife to her uncle at J alapa, 
an<l make my way to the United Stales by land, if it took me two 
Jearn; that I coulJ clo it by keeping in the mountains along the 
coast. All this must bo done on foot, relying upon the chase for 
support. General Victoria said it was impossible for him to do it. 
The next morning he left me, and went into the mountains, not far 
from Corclorn, where be remainecl, living the life of a l1ermit. 

I remained at tho hacienda, recruiting my mules. Some patriot 
friends gave notice to some of the king's troops, stationed not far 
distant, where I was, and that I could be taken. Immediately 
there were a lnmclretl men sent to apprehend me. 'rhey aimed to 
come 11pon me in the night, but the rocky cliffs they hail to cross 
prevented them from reaching me that night. Kext morning, I was 
walking in the yard, when I saw them coming. The four men I 
liad with me were hunting my mules, so I was by myself. I told 
my wife to bit down ancl make herself easy, as they would not kill 
her, and that I should make my escape. I canght up my gun and 
sword, and started oft; in my shirt-slcens, and went along the side 
of the mountain, covcrotl with brush and vines, with occasional 
rocky cliffs. I ascended one of them, and saw the king's troops 
catch my mules and horses, ancl take my beef, which I was drying 
on ropes. 'rI1ey got all my property and money, except two hun
drc<l doubloons, which my wife saved by going for water, and bury
iug it in the sand. 

Ji'inding myself thus alone, with only my arms, and in my shirt 

* Scfiorita Anna Gorthns. Sbe resided fl~ her haciendn, at BranJerrillt1$, nn.'1 
was relnted to General Morclo~. -En. 
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and pantaloons, I started for help. I went to a place four miles 
distant, where there had been some men engaged in making liquor 
from the wild-cabbage, which grows there in abuuilance; but tlwy 
were all gone, except an old man, who toltl me tl,cy had hearil I 
was killed, anil all my people taken. Ile tben went with me to 
where they were bid down the creek. I fouml l1crc twenty men. 
I then went on to a small patriot garrison tweuty-nvo miles distant, 
and raiseJ by night, in all, two lmn<lred men. ..At daylight ne:x:t 
day I marcl1ed for my old camp at the hacienda, hoping to defeat 
tl1e royali~ts that had plundered me. But they had all left. I 
gave them chase, aud only got sight of them as they were 1ising 
tl1e hill to enter their fort. So they got in safe, aml my hopes and 
chance were lost. 

NoTE.-The lndy to whom Colonel Benn was mnrried, ns stated on the previ
ous page, was a most t.encler and dcvot.ed wife. She hnd by him no children. 
By the turn of nffnirs she becnme wenlthy, and owned a fine hacienda three 
wiles from Julapa, where Colonel Bean died, on the 3d of Octob~r, 18!6. -ED. 

El'iD OF 'fHE JIIEMOJR. 

r 

APPENDIX NO. III. 

REGISTER OF TUE PROCEEDrnGS .A.T GALVESTON, 
APRIL 15, 1817, 

TnE undersigned J>ersous ha\'ing appeared for tho purpose of ta
king the necessary oath of fidelity to the ::\Iexican republic, now in 
the possession of those who represent that nation in this quarter
which act was executed with all duo solemnity-

1·. Appeared Louis Derieux, commandant, who took said oath in 
the p_resence of the citizen Louis Itoun:ibania; after which-:-

2. The other authorities were severally sworn before the said 
commandant in regular form. 

And, to establish its authenticity, it lias been signed by all those 
who were present. And th!) saicl document shall be kept in the office 
of said port or place, with the signatures, as well as that of the rep
resentative, so that its rnlidity may, at all times, be established. 

Aud not being able, from existing circumstances, to obtain a seal 
of state, its place will be supplied by a common one until m1 official 
seal can be procured. 

LOGIS lTOURRIBARRlA, 

Louis DEnrnux, 
A. PIROXXEAU, JR,, 

LAFOU, Sec'y ad inte1i111. 

Roui;~ELIN, 
R. Ei':PAG!'\OL, 

J. Doco1:xo. 

BAT OF GAL\'IBTOl;, April 20, 1817. 

THE commanders of the irnle11endcnt }[cxican vessels-of-war, as
sembled on boru:d the schooner "Jupiter," for the purpose of nom
inating, with the rcqni~itc formalities required by the authority, 
which, in the name of tho iilexic:m goYermnent, supports this nation, 
particularly in the existing war carrying on against tho royalists of 
Spain; in conseciuence of which they have proceetled to pronounce 
an opinion in the following articles : -
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The undersigned captains antl owners of vessels, now in this port, 
having met according to puhlic noticr, ha,·e taken into con~\aeration 
the proceedings of the 17th of this month, unclrr which they named 
the citizen Colonel Louis Derieux military commandant, the citizen 
J. Ducoing as juclge of the admiralty, the citizen Rousselin as ad
ministrator of' the revenue, an<l the citizen R. Espagnol as secre.tary 
of the public treasury, all of whom Jrnve been recognised by the 
provisional assembly; and at the same time the citizen Jean Jannet 
was appointed marine commandant of the place, with all the neces
sary powers. 

And, after dne deliberation, all the members of this assembly 
unanimously resolvecl that the duties which shall accrue from the 
prizes already arrived or may hereafter arrive at the port of Gal
veston, after condemnation being pronounced, shall be disposed of 
as follows :-

1. The treasurer Rliall pay on demand, upon the order of the gov
ernment of the place, every expense which may be necessary for 
the port or harbor of Gafreston, for the support of the officers em
ployed, and for munitions of war and other expenses, fixed accord
ing to the claims nnd obligations of the several officers. , 

2. That when the expenses of one month are ascertained, those 
of the mouth following may be anticipated out of the funds in hancl. 

3. That the surplus will be applied toward the payment of the 
debts of the government contracted prior to the 15th of April, 1817; 
upon the express conditions, however, that no one who is not actu
ally employccl at said port shall enjoy the advantage of that arrange
ment, and that the old debts will be paicl only to those who are 
actually employed at tl1e port of Galveston. 

4. 'l'hat the salaries of' the officers and others employed will be 
regulated by a s1,ecial council, and that the whole will be entered 
on the register of deliberations. 

The whole has been signed in the presence of the secretary pro 
tcmpure, LAFOU. 

L. DERIEUX, 

A. PIRONNEAU, JR., 

JOHN Ducon~o, 
RoussELIN, 
JIUN JANNET, 

RICHARD ESPAGNOL, 

PARISI, 

JOHN QUBRE, 

DUTRIEU, 

DENIS THOMAS, 

FAJQUERR, 

JOSEPH PLACE. 

RE:'-IAUD, 

B. LAVARD, 

SAVARY, 

MARCELIN, 

GILOP. 
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Testimony taken i,i sundry causes depending in tlie United 
States District Court for tlte Louisiana District, on behalf 
of tlte United States, against sundry vessel.~ and cargoes 
from Gafoestori. 

Jon;,; Jkco1xo, being duly sworn, the deponent further says that 
the establishment at Galveston was com11osed, as before stated, by 
persons of various nations, and that the sole view and object of the 
persons compri~ing the said establishment was to capture Spanish 
vessels and property, without any illea of aiding the revolution in 
Mexico, or that of any other of the Spanisl1 revolted colonies, as far 
as this deponent knows and belien1s. And the deponent says that, 
during the time he exercised the functions of jmlgc at Galveston, be 
had no knowledge or belief in the _existence of a ~Icxican republic 
or other government indepemlcnt of the Spa11isl1 government. The 
deponent further says tlrnt the government established on the 15th 
day of April had no connection whatever with auy other govern
ment, state, or people. '!'Lat Gal\"Cston stands on a Rmall island, 
or, rather, a small sandbar, a few miles long and broad, and was a 
desert when taken J>OSl:lession of by Aury, known by the name of 
Snake islnncl, without a port or harbor, and no buildings except a 
few huts or cabins, probably three or four, made of boards and sails 
of vessels. And further this deponent saith not. 

JOHN Dt:COING. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, this 7th of October, 1817. 
R. CLAIBORNE, Clerk 

Mr. Richard Espagnol, being duly sworn, says that, on the 16th 
day of March last, this deponent went from this place to Gah·eston, 
in the province of Texas, in the brig " Devoraclor," for the purpose 
of disposing of mercliandise. Aury was acting as governor. This 
deponent accepte<l of no office or em11loyment from Aury, nor had 
he any acquaintance with him ; never took any oath of allegiance 
to Aury; that, on the 5th of .April last, Aury and General Mina 
abandonell Galveston, burned the huts and cabins there standing, 
and left no person autho1;ze<l by them, or otherwise, to form a gov
ernment. After their departure, to wit, on the 15th of Apri~ 1817, 
the persons then at Galveston consisted of about thirty or forty in 
number, including sailors, &c., six of whom assembled on board the 
schooner "Carmelita." (belonging to Bartholomew Lafon, late of New 
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Orleans, aml enginec1· in tl10 service of the United States), to wit, 
Derieux, J olm Ducoing, Pironne:iu, said B. Lafou, Rousscliu, and 
this deponent, who formed the new government. Tho p1·oceedings 
were drawn up and signed by those present, by which certaiu per
sons aforesaid took upon themselves offices, to wit: Derieux, gov
ernor ; John Ducoing, judge of admiralty; this deponent, notary 
public and secretary; Pironncau, major du place; Rousselin, col
lector. 

At the meeting on tho 15th of April, there was no raper or docu
ment produced authorizing the same, or giving them power to form 
a government. . . . . . . 

fThe Lalance of the deposition is the same as that of Ducoiug.] 
RrcnARD EsPAG:\'OL. 

Sworn and subscribed before me, this 7th day of October, 1817. 
R. 0LA!Il0Rl\E, Clerk. 

\ 

APP E ND IX N O. IV. 

NOTES ON T·HE ALAMO. 

111S'fORICAL xo-rrns COLLECTED PRO~[ THE REGISTERS OF 'l'HE OLD 

l\lISSIOX OF S.\X A:\'fO:\ IO VALERO, !\OW CALLED "THE ALAMO." 

BY F. GIRAUD, E>'(t., OF !<,\:-,; A.'iTOl\10. 

Fnol\l the heading of the register of baptism~, deliverecl over by 
Fra. Jose Francisco Lopez (the last of the :Franciscans remaining 
at the Alamo, and entitled parro1:o, or parish-priest, of the pueblo, or 
village, de San Antonio de Yalcro) to GaYino Yahlez, curate of the 
Yi/la de San Fernando y prc~·idio de San A11to1tio de Bexar-which 
delivery was mat1e l1y an order of the bishop of ~Ionterey, dated 
Jantiary 2, 1703-iro lea111 that the missioJt (locate<l finally where 
the Alamo now stands) was several times remove<l bcforn it was 
settled ou tl1e Sau .Antonio l'iver. 

'l'be following is tl1e tran~latiou of the licading referrecl to: "Book 
in wl1ich are set clown tl1e Baptisms of the Indians of this Mission 
of San .. Antonio de Y nlero, situated on the bank of the river of San 
.Antonio, in the Government of this Province of 'l'exas and New 
Philippines, belonging to the Apofitolic College of Propaganda Fide, 
of tl1e most Iloly Cross of the City of Santiago de Querctaro." 

'I'hc translation of the J1ext extract b as follows: "Baptisms of 
the )1fasion of San Antonio de Valero, from ito foundation. 

"N OTE.-'l'l,is mission was foundetl in the year 1703, in the 
Ci.e1,f'"a of the Rio Grande, under tho invocation of Sa11 Francisco 

0 

Solano. .From this place it was removed to the neigl1borbood called 
San Iltlephonso, having that invocation. Thence it was moved 
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once more to the Rio Graude, where it lrn.d the name of San Jose 
Finally, it was transplanted to tl1e 1-iYer San Antonio, where it now 
is, under the 11ame of San Antonio de Yalcro." 

'1'11e mission seems to have remained at the Rio Grnnl1e up to 
about 1708, the last burial performed at that plnce being dated 
July 28, 1708. It can not have remained at San Ildephouso more 
tl1an a vear or so, since the first interm(lut macle at the mission of 
San Jo:e is dated November 18, 1710, i;ignccl Fr. Jose de Suto. 

In a 11ote inserted in the recor<l of baptisms, above cited, we learn 
that on the 1st of May, 1718, the mission was moved from the post 
of San Jose, because of the scarcity of water, to tlrn.t of San Anto
nio de Y alero, hy order of the marquis of Valero, viceroy of N cw 
Spain, in honor of whom, it seems, the mission was partly namecl. 

The first stone of the present church of the Alamo, whicl1 is still 
unfinished, was laid and blessed May S, 1744. 

The baptismal records continue to caU San Antonio de V nlero a 
mission until the year 1783. 

The next book of rcconls we find contains the baptisms of the 
children of the soldiers of the company of San Carlos de Parras, 
which at first had been stationed oubide of' and adjoining the Ala
mo, hut which, Leiug much troubled, it js said, by the Indian;;, 
erected barracks within the enclosure of tl1e mission, on its south 
side. 'l'he first record of baptisms in it is dated March 30, l 7S:,, 
and signed by Christoval Gabriel Cortinas, chaplain of the com
pany. The baptisms and other rites in this book are saitl to have 
been performed in the parish of the pueblo of Sa11, Jose del Alamo 
-a name which, I am inclined to thiuk, was never generally at1011te<l 

by tl1e people. 
'l'he chaplain of the company of San Carlos de Pamts, in 1788, 

was named. Don Manuel Saenz de J uangorena; and his oflice was 
distinct from that of the parish-priest, who at that time attended to 
the citizens and the tlesccnclauts of the Indians living in the pueblo, 
and who was one of the ol,l rdigious. :!!"'or, on the last page of the 
book of the record of 11aptism of Indians and othe1·s, extending down 
to 1783, we fint1 the following notes:-

" On the 22d day of August, 1793, I passed this book of the reC"Ords 
of the pueblo of San .Antonio de Valero to the archives of the curacy 
of the toW11 of San Fernando, ancl presidio of Sau Antonio de Bexar, 
by order of the most illu~trious Seiior Dr. Don .Andres de Llanos Y 
Valdez, most :worthy bishop of this diocese, elated January 2d of the 
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same year, by reason of said pueblo liaving been aggregated to tho 
curacy of Bexar; and, that it may be known, I sign it. 

"FR. JosE FRANcrsco LOPEZ, Parroco." 

"SA.'f A~'ToNIO DE BEXAR, June 14, 1'794. 

"On the day of this date I received from the Rev. Father J. 
Francisco Lopez, who was minister of the mission of San .Antonio 
de Valero until it was delivered into the hands of the ordinary, this 
book, in which are set down tl1e records of baptisms pertaining to 
said mission, made up to the year 'S3-11oti11g, that from the year 
1788 onwar~, those which are sought may be found in a new book 
bound in parchment, from leaf 2 to 100, in which are those that fol
low that year; ancl those which may take place will be set clown. 
I make tbis note tliat it may serve as an index, and I signed it with 
the same Revd. Father-date ut supra. 

"BACHF.LOR GAYINO VALDEZ." 

"I delivered this book, on the day of date, to the curate Don 
Gavino Valdez; and, that it may be known, I sign it. 

"FR. J OSB JJ'RANCISCO LoPEZ.11 

"SA:< A:<TONIO DE Bi:.-u.n, July 11, 1804. 

"On this day I received from the Senor Cm·a, tlie Bachelor Don 
Gavino Valdez, my predecessor, this book, pertaining to the new 
Pueblo of Sau Antonio <le Valero; aml, in testimony, we sign it. 

"JOSE CLBMEN'fE DELGADO, 

"BACIIELOR VALDEZ." 

It would seem that, by reason of the Indians of the 'mission of 
San .Antonio de Valero gradually becoming extinct, without being re
placed by others (the captives taken during the military expeditions 
of the Spanim·ds, for the repression of hostilities, being placed in the 
missions on tlie San .Antonio river below the tow11), and by reason 
of their children becoming civilized ancl incorporated with the rest 
of the population in habits and manners, although still continuing to 
inhabit the mission, that this last changed its character, anc1 became 
an ordinary village, in or about 1785. 

About the year 1790, the Presidio cle los Adaes, in Texas, near 
the lioull(lary of Louisiana, was broken up aud abandoned, and the 
inl1ahitants thereof transfoned to this place. The number of chil
dren of the mis~ion (hijos de la mision) of San Antonio de Valero 
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was then so smnll, th:it, nftcr giYing them a portion of the mission
lands in fee simple. and also the hou5es they had occnpied nround 
the mission (to wl1ich they l1ad Ilrevionsly received no title), the 
balance of the irrigable lands of the mission were distributed among 
the Adaeseiios. The upper labqr of the Alamo, or that lying to the 
north of tho old mission, between tl1e Alamo ditch on the east side 
and the San Antonio river on the west, is still commonly called by 
the old inhabitants the lal1qr de lus Adaescii.M, from this circum
stance. 

On the 10th of April, 1794, Dou Pedro do Nava, commamlant
general of tl1e northeastern internal provinces, of which Texas was 
a part, published a decree by which all tlie missions within his juris
diction were secularized-that is, the govemmeut of the temporali
ties of the mission was taken ii-om the barn.ls of the friars, or parish
pricsts, of those missions, in whose charge tl1ey hnd previously been, 
and intrusted to civil officers of Spain, called sub-delegad()s. The 
inhabitants of the missions received, according to that decree, each 
one a certain amount of laml in fee simple ; but, to guard against 
want, and pay the necessary expenses of the community, they were 
still obliged, under the direction of the sub-delegaclos, to cultivate a 
certain amount of lands in common. 

The spiritual direction or gornrnrnent of the people was taken 
from the friars, as a body or community, and put under the care or 
supervision of the ordinary chief of the diocpse in which they were 
situated, that is, the bishop (technically called the qr<linary, because 
the missionary government was called exlra-Qrdinary, and adopted 
only for the time the Indians were being reduced to a state of civili
zation). After such civilization, they came under the spiritual juris
diction of the ordinary ecclesiastical superior of all other catholics 

in the place. 
The Franciscan~, in many instances-indeecl, in most of tl1em

remainecl as pastors of their ohl flocks ; but they received their 
jurisdictions from the bisliop, as all othm· parish-priests. This was 
the case with Father Lopez, "ho, as may he seen in one of the pre
vious ex.tracts from the books, delivers certain registers to Don Ga
vino Valdez, curate of San Fernando anrl of the presidio of San 
Antonio de Bexar, both forming our present San Antonio, by reason 
of the pueblo of San Antonio de V alcro• I1aving been made a de
pendency of that parish on the 14th of June, 1794. 

* Around the Alamo. 
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The company of San Carlos de Parras continued to occupy houses 
arolmd the plaza of the mission of the Alamo (tho church sei·vin"' as 
a parish) until 1S14. On the 2d }'ebruary of that year, baptis:i is 
noted as being administered in the church of Bexar by the chaplain 
of the company; but it docs not appear tl1at the church of the Ala
mo ceasecl to be used for 1mblic worship until about tbe 22d of Au
gust, 1825, when the curate of San Antonio receivecl the records of 
the baptisms, maniages, &c., of tlie company o1' Parras from the 
hancls of its chaplain. 

The 1meblo of San .Antonio de Valero had a eeparate alcalde up 
to the year 1S09 at least, perhaps later; but, under Governor Mar
tinez, in 1819, it was uncler the same rule as San Antonio de Bexar, 
which probably took that name about the time of the first Mexican 
insurrection. 

SAS AliTONIO, January 1, 1854. 
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HAYDEN EDWARDS'S CONTRACT. 
(TRANSLATION.) 

Conditions with which the project of Il.A.YDEN EDWARDS, a 
Citizen of tlie Unitrd States of North America, for the 
Introduction of eight hundred Families into the Department 
of Texas, is admitted:- ... 

1. THE government admits the project which the petitioner has 
presente<l in the antecedent memorial, so far as it is conformal,Jc to 
the law of colonizatio11 of this state, passe<l on the 24th of 2ifarch 
last; and immc<liately points out to him, in compliance with the 
eighth article, and according to his petition, the Janel asked for, with 
the following limits: Begiuning at the angle formed by a line twenty 
leagues from the Sabine and ten leagues from the coast of the g11lf 
of J'ifexico; thence in a northerly direction, passing the post of Ka
cogdoches, and in the same direction nfteen leagues above; thence 
west"•ardly, at right angles with the firi;t line, to the Navasoto 
creek, thence down said creek till it strikes t11e upper roa<l from 
Bexar to Nacogdoches; thence eastwardly along the sai<l roa<l to 
the San Jacinto; thence down said river to within ten miles of the 
coast; thence eastwardly along a line ten miles from the coast to 
the beginning. 

2. All those possessions which are found in Nacogdoches and its 
vicinity, with conesponding titlefi, shall Lo respected by the colo
nists; and it shall Le the duty of the empresario, sl1ou]<l any of the 
ancient possessors claim the preservation of their rights, to comply 

with thl~ ('!lnditin!l. The s:ic c,: ndi • s., f.r 

as are ~cd the " ttlers iu tre l ny- f '·• •n l-' A , ... 

nnd any tl:.er- wro may have 1~ t tl , to) th , n 'ITbicli d."J· 
a.--e settletl. 

3. In c:-n~ miliy with the ,aid ~ 1 :nhl l W" .- the ~-1th f lludi, 
tl:~ emprrs:uio Ila)den Ed.\~ i, o~.-.ed ti> mtrodn th ._ t 

hundre.d fumilil'S. which he r.; to introtluce. ·t1un th tc r 
m: vears. which h:ill be <'1tmte-J frcm thl, date-. und,r t i • ty 
or I s:D:" the ri.:hti anl emolnmrnts coneeded t t..:m by It s.i.:d 
!3w, c nformaHy to article eight. 

4. The families which mn~t ('(ll r •e ,ihis cd ny, l , • e, ~ 
catL lic.s, as he offt.TS in hi,; pt'tition, mun be moral n dot _ 'n'
port, which they n u,t prove by c rtitic!l.!e~ from the :rnili . 'tiCE ~ 

the place "hence they emi~trd. 
5. lfo shall ohli~ hunself not to imrodn , m- penuit in 1 • · roJ. 

ony, criminal•, va_abond,, or men of had conduct. ll<' ~1 all c:\u<a 
those he ma-v find in hl, diruict to depart fn: m the tc.rrit :-lJ. d the 
republic. .::

0

bonld it lie ne~-ary, he will drive them Olit with an 
armed fatte. 

Q. To this end, be ,hall raise the natiou:il miliri , accordine to 
law, of which he shall be chief until some other cfurc-ition shall be 
made. 

i. Wben he shall hn.ve introdnct>d at lea,t c-ne hundrc l familic,, 
he shall so adnse tlt1.' government, thnt they mnJ s ncl n counui,. 
sioncr to put the coloni-t.., in l o•:-u•sic,n of tLeir lnn,l, according to 
law, anrl establi-h town, lJIOUatio1t<), for which purp<1-c h ,hn.11 be 
fumisbed with prop{'r in,truction~. . 

8. All cfficinl rommunication" "ilh the ~o\·emmeut, or \\Ith the 
nuthoritic- cf the :,talc, and ;1ll in,tnimcnt, nnd other 11ublic 11ct,-, 
shall le written in :-::pnnisl1. And, when the ,ettlcmcnt, (pohlatwns) 
linvr been rstaLlish('d, it ;hall likewbe be tbe duty of the emprrsn
rio to t>stabli,h schools for the Spanish lnngun~e. 

9. He ~l1all sec to the erection of temple, in tl1e new pol,latimu, 
and ;;ce tliat the\· be pro'l'idc,l with ornnmcnts, i;acred rnsc,-, nnd 
other dccornti011s: <l€'stincd for Di\·iM senice; nnd solicit, nt the 
proper time, the priest necessary for it5 adminhtrntiou. . . 

10 . .is to nll other thing~ not expressed in these concl1t1011s, ho 
shall ~ubject him,elf to whnternr the con,titntion nnd gencrnl ln,1 ti 
of the nation, nnd of the ,tale, which he adopt,; for hi~ country, rnay 
provide. 
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A d I • 11 UC)' tbn "'Overnor anu the emprcsario hadng agreed n us oxce e v "' • . . 

on these terms, thPy were signed by both partrns before _the govern-
ment secretary; and (the original remaining iu the arch~ves) an au-

• ·cl a to bo given to the empresano, together thonzed copy was 01 ere 
with !tis petition, in order that it may serve as a guaranty. 

R,\FAEL GONZALES, 

IL1.YDEN EDWARDS. 

JUAN ANTONIO P ADlLLO, Secretary pr<J tem. 

8AI.TILLO, .April 15, 1826. 

Eighth Article of the Co1onization Law of tlte 24th of 1Vla,rclt, 
1825, above referred to. 

tl t slt ·ein one or more persons " PROJEC'l'S for now set emen s, 11 CI .. 

shall offer to bring, nt their own expense, one hundre~ fam1li: ;~ 
more, shall be presented to tho executive ; who, o1~ find;gt t~e des
conformitv to this law, shall admit the same, and imme •~ e y 
• t to the contractors the land whereon they shall establish tLem
:::e:, and the term of six years, within which they shall present 
th b . f £amilies for which they contracted, uncler the penalty 

e num e1 o . £ • 
0 

• 
of losing the ri""Lts anJ 1wivileges offered in then· avor, m prop r-

h 
0

b of families they shall introc1uce, ancl of the con-tion to t e num er ' t h J cd 
tract becomiug absolutely null, should they not presen one tm r 
families at the least." 

APPENDIX NO. VI, 

LETTERS FROM GE!',~RAL SAM HOUSTON. 

'.'lb President Jackson. 

N.m:mrocn:,, Lot1StAYA, F-:bruaJ·y 13, 1833. 

DEAR Sm : Hanng been as far as Bexar, in the province of 
Texas, where I had an interview with the Camanche Indi:uis, I am 
in possession of some information that will doubtless be interesting 
to you, and may be calculated to forward yonr views, if yon should 
entertain any, touching the acquisition of Texas Ly the united 
States. That such a measure iis desirable by nineteen twentieths 
of the population of the pronnce, I can not doubt. Tl1ey are now 
without laws to govern or protect them. Mexico is involved in c.fril 
war. The federal constfrmion has ne,·er been in operation. The 
government is essentially despotic, and mast he so for yeal'S to 
come. The rulers hal'e not honesty, and tl1e people ha,e not intel
lige. ,ce. 

The people of Texas are determined to form a state go,emment, 
and to separate from Coahuila; and, unJe5s Mexico is soon restored 
to order, and tbe constitntic,n rerived and re-enaere.:I, the province 
of Texas will remain separate from the confederacy of )Iexico. 
She has already beaten and expelled all the troops of :Yexioo from 
ber soil, Dl)r will 5he permit them to return. She can dei'enrl her
self a;;-ainst the whole po,nrr of 1fexfoo; for really Mexiw is power
less and penniles< to all inteo~ and purp~;;e.,. Iler wam of money, 
takei1 in ccmne<:1ion with the course whieh Texas m;ut and 1c11l adl.>pt, 
will render a transfer of Texas ineviral)!e to some power; and if the 

\OL. l.-3() 
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United States does not press for it, England will most assuredly ob
tain it by some means. Now is a very impo1-tant crisis for Texas, as 
relates to her future prospe1·ity and safety, as well as the relation it 
is to bear towarcl tln United States. If Texas is desirable to the 
United States, it is n->w in the most favorable attitude, perhaps, that 
it can be, to obtain it on fair terms. England is pressing lier suit 
for it, but its citizens will resist if any transfer should be made of 
them to any other power but the United States. 

I have travelled neady five htmdred miles across Texas, and am 
now enablecl to judge pretty corr~ctly of tl1e soil and the resonrces 
of the country. And I have no hesitation in pronouncing it tl1e 
finest com1try, to its extent, upon tho globe; for, tho greater por
tion of it is richer and more healt11y, in my opinion, than West Ten
nessee. There can be no doubt but the country east of the Rio 
Grande woulcl sustain a population of ten millions Clf souls. l\Iy 
opinion is, that Texas will, by her members in convention on tho 
first of April, declare all that country as Texas 11roper, and form a 
state constitution. I expect to be present at the convention, ancl 
will apprise you of the course adopted so soon as its members have 
taken a final action. It is probable I may make Texas my abiding
place : in adoptiug this course, I will never forget the country of 

my birth. 
From this point I will notify the commissioners of the Indians, at 

Fort Gibson, of my success, which will reach you through the war 

department. 
I haYe with much pride and inexpressible satisfaction seen your 

messages an<l Pll0CLAMATJON touching the nullifiers of the south 
and their " peaceable remedies." God grant that you may save 
the Union! It does seem to me that it is 1·eserved for you, ancl 
you alone, to reuder millions so great a blessing. I hear all voices 
commend your course, even in Texas-where is felt the liveliest 
interest for the preservation of i11e republic. 

Permit me to tender you my sincere felicitations, and most ear
nest solicitude for your health and lmppiness-and your future 
glory, counecteJ. with the prosperity of the Union. 

Your friend and obedient sen·ant, 
SAM HOUSTON. 
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To Indian Commissioners at Fort Gibson. 

NATCDJTOCFIF.8, LoUISIA!iA, February 13, 1838. 

GENTLEMIN: It was my intention to have visited Fort Gibson 
and to have reported to you my success, so far as it was connected 
with th~ C~mauche Indians; but at this season, as I may expect a 
great nse m the waters, and the range for horses on the direct 
route '.s too scarce to affonl subsistence, I will content myself with 
repo1-trng to yon the prospects, as they are presented to me, of a 
future peace. Since my report from Fort Towson, I proceeded 
through 'l'exas as far as Bexar, where I ha.cl tl1e goocl fortune to 
meet with some chiefs of that nation, who promised to visit the com
missioners iu three moons from tl1at time. This will make it the 
month of April before they will be enabled to set out for Fort Gib
son, and perhaps defer their al'ti.val at that point until the )]louth of 
1foy next. 

I founu them well disposed to make a treaty with the United 
States, and, I doubt not, to regard it trnly and preserve it faithfully 
if made. It was necessary for them to reluru to tl1eir people, and 
counsel before they could send a delegation. I requested that they 
should endeavo1· to see both tribes of the Camanches, as we11 as the 
Pawnees and th~ir bands, that when a peace is made it may be 
complete and lastmg between all the tribes that meet in convention. 

I presented a medal of General Jackson, to be conveyed to the 
priucip:tl chief (who was not present), with the proper explanations. 
I do not doubt but it will l1ave au excellent effect in favor of the 
wishes of the commissioners. 

At this season it would be impossible for the Camanches to visit 
Fort Gibson, a~ their horses are unaccustomed to the use of grain, 
and the range is destroyed by the season and the burnin.,. of the 
woods. I think it may be fairly calculated that, by the 

O 

15th or 
20th of May, the chiefs will reach Fort Gibson, and be well dis
posed. to make a peace. I found them entertaining a high regard 
for the .Americans, while they cherish the most supreme contempt 
for the 1\Iexicans. 

One fact, of which I was not apprized in my last report, is, that 
intercourse between the Northwest Fur-Company and the Pawnees 
is much more direct and general than I supposed ; and, no cloubt, 
carried on much to the prejudice of the Americans, and those tribes 
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of Indians friendly to them. It has been reported to me that tho 
influence and intercourse of the company bas extended as far as the 
Brasos and Colorado, in Texas. 

You may rest assured that all the info1·mation in my power shall 
be collected and presented in such character as will be most useful 
to your commission. I am at a loss for the means to enable the 
delegation to 1·cach Fort Gibson ; but, so far as my resources will 
enable me, nothing shall be wanting on my part to rcnlize the 
wishes of my goYernment, and bring about a general peace. If 
anything can defeat the present cx1iectations, it will be the indirect 
influence of the Spaniards, who arc jealous of everybody and every
thin"' • but even this, I trust, will not prevail. 

I ~ill leave here shortly for the interior, where I have promised. 
to meet the Indians preparatory to their start for Fort Gibson. 
They are a dilatory people, and very formal in all matters of a na
tional character. Sl1ould anything oecm-, in the meantime, contrary 
to my expectations, I will apprise you of it with pleasure. 

You will be so kind as to forward a copy of this communication 
to the secretary of war, that he may be apprized of the 11rospcct of 
peace with the Indians of Texas. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
SA:.1 IlousToN. 

To IloN. MB. ELLSWORTH AND oTm:ns, FoRT GrnsoN. 

APPENDIX NO. VII. 

TEXAN MEMORIAL. 

Memorial of tlie Texan 0(/nvention of April, 1833, to the Gen
eral Congress of tlie United Mexican States. 

THE inhabitants of Texas, by their representatives elect, in con
vention assembled, would respectfully approach the national Con
gress, and present this their memorial, praying that the union which 
wns establbhed between Ooalmila and Texas, whereby the two 
ancient provinces were incorporated into one free and independent 
state, tmdcr the name of "COAITTJILA AND TEXAS," may be dis
solved, abrogated, and perpetually cease; and that the inhabitants 
of Texas may ho authorized to institute and establish a separate 
state government, which will be in accordance with tho federal con
stitution and the constitutive act; and that the state so constituted 
shall be received and incorporated into the great confederation of 
Mexico, on terms of equality with the other states of the Union. 

To explain the grounds of this application, your memorialists 
would respectfully invite the attention of the general Congress to 
the followi11g considerations : -

The consolidation of the late provinces of Coahuila and Texas 
was, in its nature, provisional, and, i11 its intention, temporary. The 
decree of the sovereign constituent Congress, bem'ing date the 7th 
of 1\Iay, 1824, contemplates a se1inrntion, and guaranties to Texas 
the right of having a 8tate government whenever she may be in a 
condition to ask for the same. That decree p1·ovidcs that, " so soon 
as Texas shall be in a condition to figure as a state of itself, it shall 

I 
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inform Congress thereof, for its resolution." TLe implication con• 
veyed by this clause is plain and imperative; and vests in Texas 
as perfect a right as language can com·ey, unless it can be prosumed 
that the sovereign constituent Congress, composed of the venerable 
fathers of the republic, designed to amuse the good people of Texas 
by an illusory and disingenuous promise, clothed in all the solem
nity of a legislative enactment. Your memorialists have too high a 
"eneration for the memory of tliat illustrious body to entertain any 
apprehensions that such a construction will be given to their acts by 
their patriotic successors, the present Congress of Mexico. The 
decree is dated anterior to the adoption of the federal constitution, 
and therefore, by a clear and funilamental principle of law and jus
tice, it obviates tlie necessity of recurring to the correspondent pro
vision in the fiftieth article•of that instrument, wliich requires "the 
ratification of three fourtl1s of the othe1· states" in order "to form a 
new state out of the limits of those that already exist." And it 
assures to Texas-by )Ill the sanctitj of a legislative 1n·omise, jn 
which the good faith of the Mexican nation is pledged-an exemp
tion from the delays and uncertainties that must result from such 
multiplied legislath·e discussion and resolution. To give to the fed. 
era! constitution, which is the paramount law of the land, a retro
spective operation, would establish a precedent that might prove 
disastrous to the whole system of the nation's jurisprucleuce, and 
subversiv~ of the very foundations of the government. 

The authority of precedents is decidedly in favor of the position 
which your mcmorialists woulll respectfully sustain before the gen
eral Congress. By the Constitutive Act, adopted on the 31st of 
January, 1824, Coahuila, New Leon, and Texas, were joined to• 
getlier, and denominated "the internal eastem state." By a law 
passed by the constituent Congress on the 7th of May, 1824, that 
union was dissolved, and the province of New Leon was ndmitted 
into the confederacy as an independent state. It is on the second 
article of this law that the people of Texas now predicate their right 
to a similar admission. The constitutive act, above mentioned, con
solidated the late provinces of Chihuahua, Durango, and New Mex• 
ico, under the style of "the intemal northern state;" and on the 
22d of May, 1824, a summary law decreed that "Durango should 
form a state of the .Mexican confederation," and sl1e was admitted 
accordingly. 'l'he same privilege was extendecl to Chihuahua by a 
decree of the 6th of July of the same year. These conjunct prov-
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inces stood, ~t the periou of their separation, in precisely the same 
relation to the federal government that Texas ancl Co11h11ila now 
occupy. They have been separated and erected into _free ancl inde
pendent states in a summary manner; and the same nght was gunr• 
antied "whenever she shoultl be in a conclition to accept it." The 
other case, of Sonora and Sinaloa, is materially variant in matter 
of fact. '!'hose provinces were originally incorporated into the con
foderntion as one state, without any antecedent condition or guar
anty; and, nt tLe adoption of the prnsen_t ~onstitution'. tlieJ'. justly 
became liable to all the forms and restnctions prcscnbed m that 
nationnl pact. 

1'\' e would further sug-gest to the honorable Congress tl1at tl1e 
J)resent juncture is peculiarly felicitous for dispensing ~vit~ intermi
nable and vexatious forms. The feueral government 1s wisely em
plo:re<l in auopting important organic improvements, ~ml aiming at 
a salutary renovation of the political system. The d'.tiaS~ers of nu 
eventful civil convulsion arc yielding to the regcneratmg mfluences 
of domestic concoru anil improved experience; and every depart
ment of the confederacy is open to such needful modifications as the 
wisdom of the renewe<l Congress may designate. 'l'exas solicits as 
her portion in the general reformation, to be disc~thralled ~rom h~r 
unhappy connection with Coahuila; and she iwails herself of tlns 
opportunity, by means of her chotien delegates, who are the author
izecl organs of the people, to communicate " to the general Con
gress" that she is now " in a situation to figure as a state _by her
self," and is profoundly solicitous that she may be perirutted to 
do so. 

The general Congress may possibly consid~r the mode of t~is 
communication as informal. To this suggest10n we woukl, with 
great deference, reply, that the events o: the past year have not 
only violated the established forms ancl ell~uette of t~ie government, 
but have suspended, at least, itb Yital functions; and 1t would appear 
exceedingly rigorous to exact from the inhabitants of Texas, liv~ig 
on a remote frontier of the• republic, a minute conformity to unmi
portant punctilios. The ardent detiire of the pe_ople is made kn.own 
to the Oongrcss through their select representatives, the most direct 
and unequivocal meuium by which they can possil,ly be conve:) ed ; 
and surely the enlightened Congress will readily concur with us in 
the sentiment that the wishes anu wants of the 1Jeople form the best 
rulo for legislative guidance. The people of 'l'e.xas consider it not 
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only an absolute riglit, but a most sacrerl and impemtive duty to 
themsclve$, and to the Mcxic.m nation, to represent their wants in 
a res1)ectful manner to the general go,ernment, and to solicit the 
befit rcrnerly of which the nature of their grievances will a<lmit. 
Should tl1ey utterly foil in this duty, and g1:eat and irremediable 
evils ensue, the people would have reason to reproach themselves 
alone; and the general Congress, in whom the remedial power re
sides, would also lrnve reason to censure their supincnc>ss and want 
of fidelity to the nation. Under this "l'iew, we trnst the Congress 
will not regard with excessive severity any slight departure which 
the good people of Texas may in this instance have made from the 
ordinary formalities of the government . 

.And we would further suggest to the equitable consideration of 
the federal Congre~s that, independent of and anterior to tl1e ex
press guarnnty contained in the decree of the 7th of .May, 1824, the 
right of having a separate state government was Yested in ancl be
longed to Texas, by the fact tl1at she participated as a distinct 
province in the toils and sufferings by which the glorious emancipa
tion of }Iexico was achieved, and the present happy form of goyern
ment was established. The subsequent union with Coahuila was a 
temporary compact, induced by a supposed expediency, arising from 
an inadequate population on tl1e pa1"t of Texas "to figure as a state 
of itself." 'This inducement was transient in its nature; ancl the 
compact, like all similar agreements, is subject to abrogation, at the 
will of either 1iarty, whenever the design of its creation is accom
plished, or is ascertaine~ to be imprncticable. The obvious design 
of the union between Coalmila and 'l'exas was, on one part at least, 
the more effectually to secure the peace, safety, :md happiness, of 
'l'oxas. 'l'hat design Las not been accomplished, aml facts piled 
upon facts affonl a melancholy evidence that it is utterly impracti
cable. Texas never bas and never can derive from the connection 
benefits in any wise commensurate with the e,ils she has sustained, 
all(l which arc daily increasing iu number and in magnitude 

But our reasons for the proposed separation are more explicitly 
set forth in the subjoined remarks. 

The history of 'l'exas, from its earliest settlement to the present 
time, exhibits a series of prnctical neglect and indifference to all her 
11ecnliar interests on tl1c part of each successive government which 
has had the control of her political destinies. The recollection of 
these things is calculated to excite tho most pungent regrets for the 
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past, and the most painful forebodings for the future. Under the 
several regal dominions, Texas presented the gloomy spectacle of a 
provinc.e, profusely endowed hy natnre, abandoned and consigned 
to desolation lJy the profligate avariciousness of a distant despot. 
The tyrants of Spain regarded her only as a convenient barrier to 
the mines of tho adjacent provinces; and tl1e more waste and de
populated $he was, the more effectually she answered their selfish 
antl unprinciplell purpose. Her agriculturnl resources were either 
unknown, or esteemed of no value to a government anxious only to 
su,taiu its wasting magnificence by the silver and gold wrung from 
tl1e prolific bosom of Mexico. To foste1· the agricultural interests 
of any portion of hc1· splendid nceroyalty, or her circumjacent con
quests, was never the favorite policy of Spain. To have done so, 
would l1ave nurtured in her remote dominions a hardy ancl industri
ous population of yeomanry, who have ever proved the peculiar 
dread of tyrants, and the best assurance of a nation's independence. 

It was nahu·al, then, that the royal miscreants of Spain should 
regard Texas with indifference, if not with a decided and malignant 
aversion to her impro,,ement. But it woulcl be both unnatural and 
erroneous to attribute similar motives to the paternal government of 
independent, confederate, republican Mexico. She can have no in
terest averse to the common weal; can feel no desire to depress the 
agricultural faculties of any portion of her common tel'l·itory; and 
can entertain no disquieting jealousies, that should prompt her to 
dread the increase or to mar the pro~perity of any portion of her 
agricultural population. These are tl1e best, the broadest, and the 
most durable 1ascs of her free institutions. 

We must look to other causes, therefore, for the lamentable neg
ligence that has hitherto been manifested toward the prosperity of 
Texas. 'l'he fact of such negligence is beyond controversy. The 
melancholy eil'o,rts of it are apparent in both her past and present 
condition. T!te cause must exist somewhere. We believe it is 
principally to Le found in her political annexation to Coahuila. That 
conjunction was, in its origin, unnatural and constrained; and, the 
longer it is continued, the more disastrous it will prove. The two 
territories arc diajnnct in all their prominent respective relations. In 
point of locality, they approximate only by a strip of sterile and 
useless territory, which must long 1·emain a comparative wilderness, 
and present many serious embarrassments to that facility of inter
course which sl1ould always exist between the seat of governmeut 
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and its remote population. In respect to commerce all(1 its vm-ious 
intricate relations, there is no community of interests between them. 
The one is altogether interior; is consequently abstracted from all 
participation in maritime concerns; and is naturally indifferent, if 
not adverse, to any system of polity that is calculated to 11romote 
the diversified and momentous interests of commerce. Tho other is 
blest with many natmal advantages for exten~ive commercial nper
ations, whicli, if propel'ly cultivated, would rende.r many valuable 
accessions to the national marine, and a large increas; to the na
tional revenues. The importance of an efficient national marine is 
evinced, not only by tho history of other and older governments, 
but by tl1e rich halo of glory which encircles the brief annals of the 
Mexican navy. In point of climate and of natural productions, the 
two tcnitories are equally dissimilar. Coabuila is a pastoral and a 
mining country : Texas is clmracteristically an agricultural district. 
'l'he occupations incident to these various intriusic properties are 
equally various and distinct ; and a course of legislation that may 
be adapted to the encouragement of the habitual industry of the one 
district, might present only embarrassment and perplexity, and provo 
fatally deleterious to the 1irosperity of the other. 

It is not needful, therefore-neither do we desire--,to attribute 
any sinister or invidious design to tho legislative enactments or to 
the domestic economical policy of Ooahuila (whose ascendency in 
the joint councils of the state gives her an uncontrolled aucl excht
sive power of legislation), in order to ascertain the origin of the 
evils that affect ri::exas, and which, if permitted to exist, must pro
tract her feeble and dependent pupilage to a period coeYal with 
such existence. Neither is it important to Texas whether those 
evils have proceeded from a sinister policy in the predominant influ
ences of Coahuila, or whether they are the natural results of a union 
that is naturally adverse to her interests. The effi!cts are equally 
repugnant and injurious, whether emanating from the one or the 
other source. 

Bexar, the ancient capital of 'rexas, presents a faithful but a 
gloomy picturn of her general want of protection and encourage
ment. Situated in a fertile, picturesque, and healthful region, and 
established a century and a half ago (within which period populous 
and magnificent cities have sprung into existence), she exhibits only 
the decrepitude of age-sad testimonials of the absence of that po
litical guardianship wl1ich a wise government should always bestow 
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npon the feebleness of its exposed frontier settlements. A hundred 
antl seventeen years have elapsed since Goliad and Nacogdoches 
assumed the distinctive name of towns, and they are still entitled 
only to tho diminutive appellation of villages. Other military and 
missionary establishments have been attempted, but, from the same 
defect of protection and encouragement, tl1cy have been swept away, 
and scarcely a vestige remains to rescue thefr locations from ob
livion. 

We do not moan to attribute these specific disasters to the union 
with Coahuila, for we know they transpirecl long anterior to the 
consummation of that union. But we do maiutain that the same 
political causes, tho same want of protection and encouragement, the 
same mal-organization and impotency of the local and minor facul
ties of tho goYernmeut, the same improvident indifference to the 
peculiar aml vital interests of Texas, exist now that operated then. 
Bexar is still exposeu to the dep1·edations of her ancient enemies, 
the insolent, vindictive, and faithless Camanches. Iler citizens are 
still massacred, their cattle destroyecl or driven away, and their very 
habitations threatened, by a tribe of erratic and undisciplined In
dians, whose audacity has dei-h-ed confidence from success, and 
whose long-continue~ aggressions have invested them with a fictitious 
and cxcessh·e terror. Her schools are neglected, her chmches deso
late, th,:, sounds of human industry are almost hu bed, and the voice 
of glaclness and festivity is converted into wailing and lamentation, 
by the disheartening and multiplied evils which surround her de
fenceless population. Goliad is still kept in constant trepidation; 
is paralyzed in ull her cfl.01-ts for improYement; and is l1arassed on 
all her borders by the predatory incursions of the W acoes, and other 
insignificant bands of savages, whom a well-organized local govern
ment would soon subdue and extermiuate. 

These are facts, not of history merely, on wl1ich the imagination 
,must dwell with an unwilling melancholy, but they are events of 
the present Jay, which the present generation foel in all their dread
ful reality. Aml theoe facts, revolting as they are, arc as a frac
tion only in the stupern1ous aggregate of our calamities. Our mis
fortunes do not proceed from Indian depredations alone; neither are 
they confined to a few isolated, impoverished, and almost-tcnantless 
towns. They pena,le the whole territory-operate upon tl1e whole 
population-and are as diversified in character as our puLlic inter• 
ests a11d ncccsi;ities are various. 'l'exas at large feels and deplorns 
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an utter destitution of the common benefits which have usually ac
crued from tl1e worst system of internal government that the pa
tience of mankind ever tolerated. She is virtually without a goi,
emment; and if she is not precipitated into all tbe unspeakable 
horrors of anarchr, it is only because tl1ere is a redeeming spirit 
among the people which still infuses some moral energy into the 
misernble fragments of authority that exist among us. We are per
fectly sensible that a large portion of our population, usually de
nominated "the colonists," and composed of Anglo-Americans, have 
been greatly calumniated before the 1iiexican government. But 
could tho honorable Congress scrutinize strictly into our real condi
tion - could they sec and understand the wretched confusion, in all 
the elements of government, which we daily feel and deplore-our 
ears would no longer be insulted, nor our feelings mortified, by tho 
artful fictions of hireling emissaries from abroad, nor by the malig
nant aspersions of disappointed military commandants at home. 

Our grievances do not so much result from any positive misfea
sance on the part of the present state autho1ities, as from the total 
absence, or the very feeble and mutile dispensation, of those restric
tive influences which it is the appropriate design of the social com
pact to exercise upon the people, and which are necessary to fulfil 
the ends of ciYil society. We complain more of the want of all the 
important attrihuttt-s of government, than of the abuses of any. We 
are sensible that all human institutions are essentially imperfect. 
But there are relative degrees of perfection in modes of government 
as in other matters, and it is both natural and right to aspire to that 
mode which is most likely to accomplish its legitimate purpose. 
This is wisely declared, in our present state constitution, to be " the 
happiness of those who compose it." It is equally obvious that the 
happiness of the people is more likely to be secured by a local than 
by a remote government. In the one case, the governors are par
takers, in common with the governed, in all the political evils which 
result to the community, and have therefore a personal interest in 
so discharging their respective functions as will best secure the com
~on welfare. In the other supposition, those vested with authority 
are measurably exempt from the calamities that ensue an abuse of 
power, and may very conveniently subserve their own interests 
and ambition, while they neglect or destroy "the welfare of the 
nssociated." 

But, independent of these general truths, there ai·e some impres-
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sive reasons why the peace and happiness of Texas demand a local 
government. Constituting a remote frontier of tho republic, and 
bordering on a powerful nation, a portion of whose population, in 
juxtaposition to hers, is notoriously profligate and lawless, she re
quires, in a peculiar and emphatic sense, the vigorous application of 
such laws as are necessary, not only to the preservation of good 
order, the protection of property, and the redress of personal wrongs, 
but such also as are essential to the p1·evention of illicit commerce, 
to the security of the public re-venues, ancl to the avoidance of seri
ous collision with the authorities of the neighboring republic. That 
such a judicial allrninistrn.tion is im1Jracticable under tl1e present 
arrangement, is too forcibly illustrated by the past to admit of any 
rational hope for the future. 

It is an acknowledged principle in the science of jm·isprudence, 
that the prompt and certain infliction of milcl and humane punish
ment is more efficacious for the prevention of crime than a tardy 
and precru'ious administration of the most sanguinary penal code. 
Texas is virtually denied the benefit of this benevolent rule by the 
locality and the character of her present goYernment. Crimes of 
the greatest atrocity may go unpunished, and hardenecl criminals 
triumph in their iniquity, because of the difficulties aud delays wltlch 
encumber her judicial system, and necessarily interYene a trial and 
conviction, and the sentence and Lhe execution of the law. Our 
"supreme tribunal of justice" holds its sessions upward of seven 
hundred miles clistant from our central population; and that distance 
is greatly enlarged, ancl sometimes made impassable, by the casual
ties incident to a "mail" conducted by a single horseman through a 
willlerness, often infested by vagrant aml murderous Indians. Be
fore sentence can be pronounced by tho local courts on persons 
charged with tlie most atrocious crimes, a copy of the process must 
be transmitted to an assessor, resident at Leona Vicario (Saltillo), 
who is too far removed from the scene of guilt to appreciate the im
portance of a speedy decision, and is too much estranged from our 
civil and domestic concerns to feel the miseries that result from a 
total want of legal protection in person and property. But our diffi
culties do not terminate here. .After the assessor shall have found 
leisure to render his opinion, and final judgment is pronounced, it 
again becomes necessary to resort to the capital to submit the tardy 
sentence to the supreme tribunal for "approbation, revocation, or 
modification," before the juclgment of tho law can be executed. 
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Here we have again to encounter the ,exations and delays incident 
to all governments where those who exercise its most internsting 
functions aro removed by distance from the people on whom they 
operate, and for whose benefit the social compact is created. 

These repeated delays, rcsultiug from tho remoteness of our 
conrts of judicature, are pernicious in many respects. They involve 
Jieavy expenses, which, in civil suits, are excessh·ely onerous to liti
gants, and give to the rich and influential such manifold ad,·antages 
over the poor as operate tc an absoldte exclusion of the latter from 
the remedial and protectivt benefits of the law. They offer secluc
tive opportunities and incitements to biibery and corruption, and en
danger the sacred purity of the judiciary, which, of all the branches 
of the govemment, is most intimately associated with the domestic 
and social happiness of man, and should therefore be, not only sotmd 
and pure, but unsuspected of the venal infection. They present 
insuperable difficulties to the exercise of the corrective right of recu
sation, and virtually nullify the constitutional power of impeach
ment. Ih criminal actions they arc no less injurious. They are 
equiYalent to a license to i11i1J_uity, aud exert a dangerous influence 
on the moral feelings at large. Before the tedious process of the 
law can be complied with, and the criminal-whose hands are per
ha1Js imbrned in a b1·other's blood-be made to feel its retributive 
justice, the remembrance of his crime is partially effaced from the 
public mind; and the righteous arbitrament of the Jm,·, which, if 
promptly executed, would have received universal approbation, and 
been a salutary warning to evil-doers, is impugned as vindictive and 
c111el. The popular feeling is changed from a just indignation of 
crime, into an amiable but mistaken sympathy for the criminal; 
and an easy and natural transition is convertecl into disgust and dis
affection toward the government and its laws. 

These are some of the evils that result from the annexation of 
Texas to Coahuila, and the exercise of legislative and judicfal pow
ers by the citizens of Coahuila over the citizens of 'l'cxa~. The 
catalogue might be greatly enlarged, but we forbear to trespass on 
the time of the honorable Congress ( coufiding to the woi-thy citizens, 
who shall be charged with the high duty of presenting this memo
rial, and tho protocol of a constitution, which the people of Texas 
have framed, as the basis of their future government, tlie more ex
plicit enunciation of them). 'l.'hose evils are not likely to be dimin
ished, bnt they may be exceeclingly aggravated by the fact that that 
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political connection was fonnccl without the cordial approbation of 
the people of 'Texas, and is daily becoming more odious to them. 
.Although it may have received their reluctant acquiescence, in its 
inception, before its evil consequences were developed or foreseen, 
the arbitrary continuance of it now, after the experience of nine 
years has demonstratecl its rninous tendencies, would invest it with 
some of tlie most offensive features of usurpation. Your memorial
ists entertain an assurecl confidence that the enlightened Congress 
of ~rcxico will never give their high sanction to anything that wearo 
the ~emblance of usurpation, or of arbitrary coercion. 

'l'he iclea may possibly occur, in the deliberations of the honorablt> 
Congrcgs, tl1at a ten-itorial orgauization would cure our political 
malac1ics, aml effectuate the great purposes which induce this appli
c.ttion; and plausible reasons may be advanced in favor of it. But 
the wisclom of Congress will readily detect the fallacy of these rea
sons, and the mischief consequent to such vain sopl1ish"y. In this 
remote section of tlie republic, a territorial government must, of ne
cessity, be divested of one essential and radical principle in all pop
ular institutions-the immediate responsibility of public agents to 
the people whom they serve. The appointments to office would, in 
snch case, be vested in the general government; and nlthough such 
appointments should fie made with the utmost circum~peclion, the 
persons appointed, when once arrayed in the habiliments of office, 
woultl be too far remcl\'ed from the appointing power to feel the 
restraints of a vigilant supervision aml a direct acconntability. The 
dearcgt rights of the people might be violated, the public treasures • 
squandered, ant1 every nriety of imposition and iniquity practised, 
nuder the specious pretext of political necessity, which the far-distant 
go\·ernment could neither detect nor control. 

Ancl we would further present with great clefe1·ence, tha.t the in
stitution of a territorial go\'emment would confer upo1~ us neither 
the form nor the substance of our high guaranty. It would, indeed, 
diversify our miseries, by opening new avenues to pccnlntion and 
abuse of power; but it would neither remove our difficulties nor 
11lace us in the enjoyment of om- equal ancl vested rigl1ts. The only 
adequate remedy that your memol'ialists can devise, ancl which they 
arcl<>ntly hope the collective wisdom of the nation will a11prove, is to 
be found in the establishment of a local state government. We be
lieve that if Texas were endowed with the faculties of a state gov
emmcnt, she would be competent to remecly the many evils that 
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now depress lier energie~. nnd fm~tmte every effort to develop :mil 
bring into usefulness the natural resources which a beneficent Provi
dence has conferred upon her. We believe that a local legi,lature, 
compo8ecl of citizC'ns who feel and participate in nll the cnlamities 
which encompass us, 'l\·oul<l bo enablerl to C'nnct i::uch cou~er'"atin>, 
remedial, and punitive laws, and so to organize aucl put into opC'rn
tion tl1e mnnicip I and inferior authorities of the country, as would 
inspire univer;;al confilleucc; woultl eneournge tl1e immigration of 
virtuous foreignerR-prevrnt the ingress of fugitin-i; from the jus
tice of other countries- check the alarming accumulations of fero
cious Indians, whom the domestic policy of the rnited Stntes of tho 
North is ra11iclly trnn~Inting to our borcfor~; wonlcl gi'"e im1ml8e and 
vigor to the industry of tl1e people- ~ecure a cheerful subordination 
1md a faitl1ful adhesion to the ~talc and general governments; and 
woul<l rend1•r Texas what ~he 011gl1t to be-a strong arm of the re
public, a terror to foreign invaders, and an example of pence mul 
prosperity-of advancement in the arts and science , and of tlevo
tion to tho Uniou-to her sister-states. We believe that nn e ·ecu
tivo chosen from among ourseh·es would feel a more intense interest 
in our political welfare, would watch with more ,;gi!ance over om· 
social concern~, and ,rnuld contrilmtc more effl·ctually to the purpo cs 
of his appointment. "Te lwlie'"e that n local juclicinry, drawn fro111 
tho bosom of our own peculiar society, would be enahlecl to admiui:;
ter the laws with more energy and prom1ititude-to 1,unish the dis
obe<Wfnt and refractory-to rcstr~in the viciousness of the wicked 
-to 1mpnrt coufidenco an<l sccunty, of both person and J>roperty, 
to pcaccahle citizens-to conserve and perpetuate tbe gem•ral tran
quillity of the statt>-ancl to render a more t>fficient nid to the co
ordinate powers of the government, in carrying into effect tl1c. great 
objects of it~ institution. ·we bdieve that, if Texas were admitted 
to the Union a:; a . cpllrate state, ~he would soon "figure" as a bril
liant star in the 1'Iexicnn comtellation, and would shed a new ~J>len
dor around the illustrious city of )Iontczuma. We believe slio 
woul<l contribute largely to tl1c national wealth and ag~ra11<liz1·mcnt 
-would fumish new sta11lcs for comm<'rce, an<l new materinls for 
manufactur('s. 'l'he cotton of 'I'cxas would give employment to the 
artisans of i\kxico; and the precious metal~, which are no,v fiowi11g 
into the coffi•rs of England, would Le rt•tained 11t homc-, to n•war<l 
tho industry and remunerate the ingenuity of uati, e citizens. 

'l'he honor:ihle Congrc•:, need not be informed that a large poi-

TEXAN )[E\IORIAL TO TIIE MEXICA~ CO:S-GRI-:SS. 481 
tion of the population of Texas i,; of foreign origin. They have 
Leen im ited hero by tho munificent liberality an<l pligl1tetl faith of 
the Mexican gonrnmcnt; an<l thry stand pledged by every mornl 
au<l religious principle, and by every sentiment of honor, to requite 
tlmt liberality, and to rcriproeate tho faithful performance of the 
guaranty to "protect thc-ir liberties, property, and ch ii 1ights," I,~ 
a cheerful <le<lication of their morn! nnd physical energies to the 
ndv1111ccmcnt of their adopted country. But it is also appar<'llt to 
the intelligence of tbe honorable Congrc~s that the !,est mode of 
securing tl10 permanent attachment of such a population is, to incor
porate them into the fo<leral system, 011 such equital,Ie terms as will 
redress cYery gric, nnce, n·movc (·very cause of complaint, ancl in
sun•, uot only an identity of interests, but an c~ cntual blom1ing nud 
assimilation of all that iij now foreign and i11congn1ouo. Tl10 iufanc) 
of imperial Home ,ms c:111ic1l to nn unrly adolescence hy the free 
nnil unrestricted admi ,ion of fon igners to her social compact. Eng 
land nC'\Cr nspircd to" tho tlominion of the seas" until she had uni
ted the hardiness of' ~cotlnucl mul the gallantry of In•lant! to h"r 
native prowess. Franco 1h•ri,·cs her ~eatncss from the early com
bination of the 811lii, the Frank, ancl the Burgunclinn. An<l Mexico 
may yet realize tho period when tht• <l!l ccndnnts of )Ioutrzuma ,1ill 
r joico that their coalition witl1 tho descendants of l•'ernando Cortez 
h 1s heen strrngth ucd nnd cmLollished L) the adoption into their 
nntional family of a 11coplc dra,1 n by tlwir own gratuitous ho~pitality 
from the land of ,vashington and of fn•etlom. 

For these and other considurationE, ) our mcmorinlists would sol
emnly invoke tho magnauimou~ spirit of the 1H cxil'au nation, con 
cc11trate,l in the ,1 isdom nnJ pahioti~,n of the frdcral Congress. 
And they would respectfully and nrdeutly pray that tho honorable 
Congress would exteml their rcmeclial power to this nbscure section 
of tl1e repnLlic; "ould cast aroun<l it " the sovereign mantle of the 
nation," 11ml adopt it into a frre allll plenary particip11tion of that 
"constitutional regime" of equal jsterh<>od which alone can rescue 
it from tho mi cries of au ill-organized, incffici<'nt, internal gove111-
111cnt, anJ cau reclaim thb fair uncl f,•rtile region from the worthless
ne s of an nntenanted ,1 astc, or the more fearful l1orrors of barbarian in11nd11tio11, 

Your mcmorialists, on Lchalf of their constituents, would, in co11-
clusion, a,·nil them ch-es of this opportunity to tender to the honor
aLlc Congress their cordial adhesion to tho plan of Zui-altla,· and 

YoL. 1.-31 
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to express their felicitations on the 1mppy issue of the late unhappy 
conflict. They wonld also declare their gratitude to t11e patriot
chief am1 l1is illu~trious associates whose propitious conquests have 
saved from profanation "the august temple in whicl1 we ha,c d~pos
ited tl1e holy ark of our foclernl constitution," anc1 have secured the 
ultimate triumph of the liberal and enlightened principles of genu
ine republicanism. And they would unite their fervent aspirations 
witl1 the prayers tlint must ascend from the l1earts of all good Mexi
cans, that the Supreme Ruler of the universe, who "doeth his will 
in tl1e army of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth," 
would vouchsafe to this glorious land the blessings of peace aud 
tranquillity; would prcsen·e it, in all future time, from the horrors 
of civil discord ; ancl woultl shed clown upon its extended population 
the increased and increasing effulgence of light and liberty whicl1 is 
fast irradiating the European continent, and extirpating the relics 
of feudal despotism of the antiquated errors of a barbarous age from 
the civilized world. 

DAVID G. BURNET, 

Ckair111a:n. of the Committee. 
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tlll'e() Series :-1. In_sccts of Spring. 2. Insects of Summer. a. Insects 
of Autumn. B:•antifully lllnstmtcd~ Crown t\Yo, cloth, irilt, °"2 00 each. 
Tho same beautifully colored after ~aturc, extra gilt, S4 00 Clldi. 

K ~rrath·es of Sorcery and }fagic, from the mo,;t Antl1en
~f 

2
~~tircc8. Ily THOMAS '\Vmc:rrT, A. M., &c. 1 vol., Jl!mo. Prkc 

The Night.Side of Nature; or, Ghosts and Ghost-Seer.s. 
By CATilAnI'\'.E CROWE. I vol., 12mo. Price SI 00. 

Art and Industry, as represent(•d in tJ1e Exl1ibition at tl1c 
Crystal Palace, New York. Showiuir the Proirr~ss and Stall' of the vari
o~s U~cful :in_d Esthctic Pursuit~. }from the "New York Tribuuc." Rc
v1~ed and hd,ted by llORACE GnEELJ,Y. l2mo, cloth, fine paper SI oo. 
Paper CO\"crs, 50 cents. ' 

Chap1!1an's 1\_mericnn Drawing-Book. The A rnerican 
Dr:\wmg-Book, mtcnrlcd fo! Schools, Academics, and Self-Iustruction. 
By Jorrn G. Cn.U':MAN, :N. A Three Parts now published. I>rico 
50 cents each. 

The llistor:r and Poetry of Finger-Rings. By CnARLi-:s 
E~wARDS, Esq., Counscllor-nt-Lnw. \Vith Illustrations l2mo cloth. 
Pnce $1 00. ' ' • 

llEDFrnLn's; l'l'l'l. : \ 1 IO~F.-llEl LF.::--1.RT'IT F,-'. 7 

BELLES-LETTRES. 

Revolutionary Tales, by w~r. GILMORE SIMMS, Esq. New and Re
,·isrd Editions, with lllustr-.i.tic,ns by Darley. 

The Partisan; A Rommicc of the Rcvolutio11. 12mo, 
cloth. Price Sl 25. 

1Iellichampe; A Lcgell<l of tbe Santee. 12mo, cloth. 
Price $1 25. 

Katliarine W nlton; or, The Rebel of Dorcl1cster. 12mo, 
cloth. Priro -.1 25. 

Tl1e Scout: or, The Black Riders of the Congaree. 
l2mo, cloth. Price SI 25. 

'\Voodcraft; or. The lfav.-ks about tbe Dovecote. 12mo, 
cloth. Price .~1 2:;. 

The Forayer;;; or, The Ilaid of the Do~-Days. A New 
Rc,·olutionnry Romance. !2mo, cloth. Price Sl 25. 

Eutaw. A Xew Revolntionary Romance. 12mo, cloth. 
Price $1 25. [In Press.] 

Simm.s's Border Romances of the South, New and lkvisctl Edition• 
with Illustrations by Darley. Uniform with SrnMS'ij REVOLUTIO~AR1 

T_\LES. 

I. Guy Rivers. .A Tale of Georgia. 12mo, cloth. 
Price $1 25. 

II. Richard IIurdis. A Tale of Alabama. 12mo, cloth. 
Price $1 25. 

III. Border Beagles. A Tale of Mississippi. 12mo, cloth. 
Price $1 25. 

IV. Charlemont. A Tale of Kentucky. 12mo, cloth. 
Price $1 25. (ln Press.] 

V. Deauchampe; or, The Kentucky Tragedy. 12mo, 
cloth. Price SI :l5. [In Press.] 

VI. Confession ; or, The Blind Ileart. 12mo, clcth. 
Price $1 25. [In l'rcss.] 

Tlte Yemassee; A Romance of Sonth Carolina. By 
W:11. G1LllORi, Sam~, Esq. 12mo, cloth. Price $1 25. 

Sontll\Yard, Ilo ! a Spell of Sunshine. By Wi\r. GIL· 
>10RE SIMMS, Esq. l2mo, doth. Price ~l 25. 



l. l'IH'U:· n';; Pl El.IC' ',Tlll:\:<.-m:1.1.r.i'-LF.TTflEi'. 

The .Nodes . .:\mhrosianre. By Profossor "\Y11.snN, ,T. G. 
LocKuAnT, JA,u:s lIOGG, and Dr. ::llAGD,l\'. Editt•<l, with ~fcmoirs nm! 
Notes, by Dr. R. S1rELTON .\IACKEN.r.a:. In 5 volunws. I'ri<-c <:5 00. 

The Odohert.v Papers; forming the first portion of the' 
Miscellaneous Writings of the late Dr. M.~anrn. With an Ori:rinnl 
Memoir, and copious .Noto~, hy Dr. R. S1n.LTON 111.\c:in.N?.rn. 2 voh. 
Price S:l 00. . • 

The Shake;openre Papers, and the Homeric Ballar],-; 
forming Vol. III of tl1e :\Iisrelhmcous Writin.,.,, of the lnte Dr . .\I \ms-:-<. 
Edited hr Dr. R. Sn.ELTO'i .\L1.c1rnxzn:. [fn Press.) 

Bits of Blnmey. Br Dr. R S111.-r:rox :UL~cKr-::om. 
Editor of "Sheil's Sketches of the Irish BM," "Noctc, Amhrosinmc," 
&c. 12mo, cloth. Price SI 00. 

Table Traits. By Dr. Do&rn, Author of ,: Ila hits and 
M1m," &c. 12mo, cloth. SI 25. 

Ilabits and Men. By Dr. Do1ux, Anthor of "Table 
Traits," "The Queens of Englund 1mdcr the Honse of Ifonovcr." 12mo, 
Price $1 00. 

Calavar; The Knight of the Conquest. .A Romanre of 
Mexico. By tho late Dr. ROBERT )lox r,:;0111;ny BmD, Author of 
"Nick of the Wood,;" with Illustrations b.r Darley. I :!mo, cloth. Pric-c 
SI 2i>. 

Nick of the Woods, or the Jihhenainosay. A Tale of 
Kentucky. By the Into Dr. Rom:nT )fo~Tno,n.m Brno, Author of 
•· Cnfavar," "The Infidel," &c. Xcw nn•l Hcd<etl Edition, with lllustra
tions by Darley. 12mo, cloth. Pi·icc '-I 25. 

The Pretty Plate; A New ancl Bcantifnl Juvenile. B,
Jo1IN YrncENT. Illustrated by Darley. I vol., 16mo, cloth, gilt. Price 
50 cents; cxtrn gilt edges, 7 5 cents. 

Vascon,-elos. A Romance of the New World. By 
FRANK Coor1m. 12mo, cloth. Price $1 2:,. 

A Stray Yankee in Tcxns. Bv Pmup PAXTON. With 
Illustrations hy Dnrlcy. Second Editio~. !:!mo, cloth. Price '$1 25. 

The W onderfol Ach·enturcs of Capt. Priest. Ry PITTLn• 
PAXTON. With TI!nstmtions by Darley. l:lmo, cloth. Price ~I 00. 

Western OharacterR; heing Types of Border Life in the 
We,tem States. By ,J. L. :"iI·CoxxEL, Author of" Talbot uml Vernon," 
"The Glenns," &c., &c. ,vith Sb, Illustrntious hv Dnrlc•y. 12mo, cloth. 
~~~R • 

Summerfield; or, Life on a Farm. Dy D.aY KELLOGG 
LEE. I vol., l :lmo. Price $1 00. 

The 1'ifastt'r-Bnilder; or, Lifo at a Trade. By DAY KET,
LOOG LEE. I vol., 12mo. Price SI 00. 

:Merrimack; or, Life at the Loom. By DAY KELLOGG 
LE~. I vol., 12mo. Prico $1 00 

• 
,. 

REOFIBLD'S Pl'BLICA'J'IO'.\',<,-llEI.Ll',,.Lll'l''l P.E~. 9 

Th Worl-s ofEclo-ar Allan Poe. Complete in three vol-
e W~th n Por~ait. n Memoir by James Russell Lowell; and nn 

umes. 1 • p W'Jli End b Rurus W Gn.1swoLD Introductory Esrny by N. . 1 s. • ( 1 c Y • • 
12mo. l'rico $3 50. 

The Carnliers of England; or, The Times of the ~evolu
tions of 1642 and 1688. By I!ENRY WtLI,IAM ~nnEn.T. 1 ,ol., 12mo 
rrice SI 25. 

Kni()'hts of England, France, an~ Scotland. By lIBNRY 
wi'u,u}r Ih:nnEnT. 1 vol., I2mo. Price $1 25. 

The Chevaliers of France, from the Crusaders to the 
• ""'"'V B liE!.RY W1u,l\,1 IlEnnrRT, Author 

Mare~chals of ~,ouis .u. • r, "c·· ll » "Tho Brothers," &c., &c. 
of " The C,wnhers of England, romwe , 
1 vol., 12mo. Price $1 25. , ~ 

11r d k w ,t · An IIistorical Romance of 1601. 
Jllarma u !r y,1 h~RDERT Author of" Tho Cavaliers of Engfand," 

By lliNR) n IT,T.l,D ' d C ted rrice Sl 25 &c &c J!'ourtecnth Edition. Rc,iscd nn orrec • • 

Tl ·, F •. st Ry J. V. Ilm;TJNOTON, Author of "Lady 1
\el. .~!,eAlb.o.n ,, &c 1 vol 12mo. Second Edition. Price Sl 25. 

, ice, , • ·, · B J 
"11 . . The Historv of a Young Puritan. y • 

.a. )an , 01, • 1 h p · :i::2 oo 
V. Hu~TINOTON. 2 vols., 12mo, cot • nee.. • . 

Is,i: a l'ilgrimage. By CAROLINE CuESEBRO. 1 vol., 
J2mo, cloth. Price $1 00. , 

Th Children of Licrht. By CAROLIN!': CHESEBRO' Author 
o;" Isn. a Pilµ:1imngt" "Drea'.m-Lnnd by Daylight," &c •• &c. 12mo, 
cloth. Price St 00. • 

I d 1 D· · I' o-ht. A Panorama ot Romance. 
Dream- ~au )J .l), 

1
"'Dl ~tratcd bv Darlev. 1 vol., 12mo. Piice 

Bv c \ ROLllH, Cui,;,,.nn.o • u • • 

$i 25. -...-.- • 11 l d • 
, . l·. or Recollections of Our .L' Qig r_ ,or ,o~ m 

010\ Cl noo ' , , C , . Illn ·tmtctl by Dnrkv. F 1r,t and Second tie ,vest B, i\LJcr. AnE1 • s •· ,._ • 
S~ries .• }'ourib R,lition. 2 ,-ols. I 2mo. Pncc •• l! oo. l . 

.. f To-Day. Tiy Ar.1ci: OrnEl, Ant •~H 
Haga!' ; A StO)),. Jo. . nd Other Poems " &c. I yoJ., 12mo. Pncc 

of " Clovernook, •~ rn, ,t ' 

s1 oo. 13 L }I YRTLJ.; 1 vol., Cap-Sheaf, a Fre~h Bundle. y EWI~ , • 
l2mo, cloth. Price SI 00. . 

rn. _.. 11 of J effor:-;on; or, A Ohr?m<:_le of College 
.1.ue .LOU 1 , 1 •64 Cloth Pnce 7~ cents . 

Scrapes at WiUinm,lmrg, '\ o.., ' • • 

a T l •t'o11' of Unn<-rary. BY Tm:1msA PuLSzKY. Tales nn rn< 1 •1 0 0 ' • • s 25 
Vfith a l'ortrnit of the Author. l \'OI. Price l • 

The Lion Skin and the Lover Hunt. By C11ARLES DK 

BERNARD, 12mo. Price $1 00. . 
C • Sketched for Easy W•irren an<l his otcmpornl'ICS. l'ri1·e $1 oo. 

Home Ci~les By Wnu.\M TunsER CoGGJ-:SnM.t. 



10 REnFTELD'S Pt: l!LIC.\TIOXS,-f!J;l,LES-LE'l'Tn r.,-.. 

Y~;~ IL!:'~. hear~l of: Them: heing ~kctc·h<'s of Rtatesmcn 
th 

:oht1u.u1s, Pnmters, Composers, In•trn111,•ntalis1, nnd Yonli t< \. 
or. and Authoresses n,, Q w·-1 ]• 1 • . ' ' , ' U• 

net and Jul'• G ·.· ·• 1• • • h ! or r:1tt, on :-i,cel of llornee Ver-
t., n,1. 2mo, dorh. l'rn·c "J oo. 

S~!~; 
7
~11:nts~atiri,-ts. By JA,ms ILxx.u-. 121110, cloth. 

Fnll_ Pro.,of o~ the }\f~nisfr,\•. By the Rev. Joux X. NoR
To~ . Lmo, c.otb. Pnce ,5 cents. 

DiNckens
1 

's Litt~e Folks, in 11 Series of 18mo Vohuncs, with Illusrmtions 
cat y Bound m Cloth. Price 38 cents. ' 

1. Little Nell. F 
2. Oliver and the Jew Fa"'in t S1~~i~e;'.ce Dombey. 
3. ~it_tle Paul. 

0 
• <3. Tl1e Child Wire. 

thc~~~~s o1 serit of rihuke~whid! hns been undC'rtnkcn ,,ith" vi,•w to supplv 
'th 

1 
. a c a.ss o oo s 01· ch1ldrcn, of a ,1gorous munh- ton. co l>' ·1 

~~~ve ~~~~'~di~~id~~j~i~ni°"~ of rarrmion. The wrii'i~g,; o( Ch:n~:-s ~c:~~~ 
cxt,•llencc of his ,a,zs o_ tic scheme, on account of the well-known 
<l~cu' 

1 
l' . _ ~~rthrnyal of '.'lul1lrc~, arnl the intcn•,ts eonnct-tcd wirh chil

ha,1rt~r"1:,~~~; l\"1!t1luvctl 1'1vc_n his! Yolumcs their stroni.,rcst hold on the 
G • r 1 us ,·ww t 1c <·arc,,r of LrrnE N • ., l 
¥RA "'Dl" \l'IIJ'R Q1 IV J p • < L Ll, Ullu 1cr 

ti C - \V • , ER, ,tTTLP. \UL, .FLOr.1-.xn: DoltBEY Hmn,: nnd 
~~ich nr,_n· l~E, !1:~vo been detached from the lar~c mu,~ of 'm.ltt~/ with 
9acrgc to•cr ::,r: c1:;mflly cdnnccted, lllll<! presented, in the m,tl,or's Qll'II lan-b ' s o reu ,·rs, to w iom the littlo Yolumo will we d bt 
~~~lie~ ns attractive as the larger originals have so Jong proYcd to the ~:c~l 

• 

llEUl'rnLD'ti Pl CLICATIO:XS.-M[SCRLl .. \:XEOU!,. 11 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The Works of the Honorable William TI. Seward, with 
a Memoir, Portrait nm! other En~ruvin:::,; on steel. 3 vol:;., Svo. Prico 
per voh1mc, cloth, $:! 50; half c,1lf, $3 75; full cnlf, extrn, $4 5'). 

Tito St ndy of"\f orcls. By R. 0. Tm-:xcrr, B. D., Pmf'cssor 
of DiYinity in l{ing's College, London. I vol., 12mo. Price 75 cents. 

On the Lessons in Proverbs. B,r R C. TRv;-;< u, Il. D., 
Author of the "Study of \\'ords." 12mo, cloth. Price 50 ccnr..~. 

Tho Synony,11s of the N Cl\' Testament. B,r R C. 
Tnm,cn, B. D., Author of the "Stu,ly of \Vonls," "Lessons in Prov
erbs," &c., &c 'l'hinl }:dition, Revised nn<l Enlarged. 12rno, cloth. 
Price 7 5 cents. 

Engligh, P,u;t and Present. Tiv Rev. R1011Ann C1m~n ,x 
T,m~cu, ll. D. 12mo. Price 75 cents. 

)facaulay\ Speechm,. Speeches ])~, tlw Right lion. T. 
B. ::\fAc ,m,AY, M. P., Author of "The Ili<tory of England,"" Lays of 
~\.ncicnt Home," &c., &c. 2 vols., 12mo. l'rico $2 00. 

)Ieaghcr's Spl?cchcs. Rpeeches on the Le~i:;blive fo<le
pendt'nce of Irclnnd, with Introcluctory Notes. By 'fno:uAS Fn.\NCIS 
~IEAorraR. 1 vol., 12mo, cloth. Portmit. l'rice $1 00. 

Leclnres an<l J\fi:::ccllanies. Ily IImmY J.Am.:s. 1 vol., 
12mo, cloth. Price SI 25. 

Characters in the Go;:;pcl, illnstrating Phases of Charac
ter nt the Present Day. By Rev. E. II. CnAPIN, I vol. 121110. Prico 
50 cents, 

Dallon's Review of Beecher. 'l'he Divine Olmracter 
Vindicated. A Review of tho "Conflict of Ages." By Rev. ~loSES 
BALLOU. l vol., 12rno, cloth. Price SI 00. 

1faurice's Theological Et>says. Thcologieal E!-says. By 
FnEDERtCK Di;s1so::. ::\I wmcE, )I. A., ChaJiiain of Lincoln's Inn. 
From tho Second London E<l1tion, with a :New Preface, und othor Addi-
1ions. 1 vol., 12mo, cloth. l'rico $1 00. 

The Pictnrial Bible; being the Old an<l New Testaments 
according to the A~orized V tr$ion ; Illnstn1tctl with more thnn One 
Thousand En;rmvings, representing the Ilbrori,·al E,·ents, nftcr cclcbraU!d 
Pictures; the Landscape Scene,, from Original Drnwin:.."', or from Aurhen
tic Engnwings; and the Subje<"t, of Natural History, Costume, nntl Anti
quities; from the best source~. l vol., 4to, cmbosacd binding. Price 
$6 00. 
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