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DEDICATION. 

To PETER W. GnAY, EsQ. 

DF.AR Sm: I have now completed the second , '>lumo of a 

IIrsTORY OF TEXAS, which, with the first, gives some account 

of the principal events connected with the settlement and oc

cupation of tho country by the European race, from tho first 

lauding of immigrants, on tho 18th day of February, 1685, to 

tho annexation of Texas to tho United States, on tho 4th of 

July, 1845. 

In tho compilation of this volume, tho materials wore so 

abundant, that tho groat difficulty was, to select tho most 

prominent and connected facts, so as not to make the volume 

too ponderous, nor to break the unity of the story. In all this 

you will doubtless find orro1·s, but-I have done tho best I 

could, and hope you may find it sufficiently interesting to pe

ru~e it. 

Texas has a noble and romantic history. It is to bo found 

in lier i:tato papers, and in tho letters, journal~, and memo

randa, of those who took part in her affairs. Ilaving devoted 

much time to tho study of these valuable documents, I speak 
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advisedly on this subject. 

think 

When our public authorities shall 

proper to have them collected, arranged, and published, 

as other states have done they will fi ' orm a work of which 

Texas may well be proud. 

With many thanks to kind friends for valuable historical 

papers, and more especially to yourself for many facts and 

suggestions, I am very truly your friend 
' 

H . YOAKUM. 

Suu11DD's VAun, TEXA..o., F,br,,ary 26, 1856. 

CONTENTS OF VOLUME II. 

CH.APTER L 

RF.ASSr.»BW,G of the Consultation at !'Ian Felipe-Decleratioo of .Adherence to 

the Mexican Coo•titution of 1824-Provieionnl Government eetnbli bed

Election of Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, ao,l Comman,ler-io-Chief-Com• 

mi!!ionere to the U nitcd States-Adjournment-Council lef~ to aid the Oov• 

eroor-Regnlnr Army crcated-~fovcmenta of tho Army nt Conccpcioo-De

eoriptioo of Sim Antonio-The Siege-Effort.a of the Enemy-The "Grn.es• 

Fi~ht."-Fight of the 8th of November-Fight at Lipaotitlan, November 3d-

1:lfoct of theee Battlea io the United States-in Mexico-Au~tio'a Departure 

from the Army-Dr. James Grant-Proposed Attack on lllalamoru-New 

Orleans Graye-Preparatioos fur storming <:\an Antonio on the 4th of Dcc~m

b<,r-Deaceot uoJer Milam, oo the 6th, at Daybreak-The Coote,t-Death of 

Miltun-Zambrano Row-Prieet's llouee-Eoemy propose to capitulate on tho 

\Jth-Capitulation on the IOth-Occurrcncea of the Assault-Aid to Texos

Oovunor ~mith and bis Couocil-U nfo1 lunllte Descent on Tnmpico-l\Iexicnn 

Navy-The "William Robbins" .......................... . ..... PAGII 11 

CHAPTER II. 

Aspiring lllen in Texas-Seditions Effort of the 19th of Dccembtr-IInuston 

aidini; in o~anizing the Army-Rusk and Fannin-General Mexia-First Rup

ture between the Governor and Council-Bnrrelt and Gritton-)lovement 

upon lllntnmorlll!-Declarntion of Indepcnilencc at Goliad-Locntion of ~taff

Offictrs-Houston"e llcnd,1unrteu removed to Wa•l.ington, DecemLer 25U1-

0rder lo Fanuin-~atamoraa-Fannin, Johnson, and Grant, set out-Troops 

at Bcxa1·-Thcir Destitute CondiLion-Qunrrcl between the Governor ant! 

Council-Governor deposes the Council-The Council depoao the G0Yeroor

llou11ton'1 Departure for the Weet, January 8th-The Que,lion of Iodcpen• 

denc~ disc1Wed-.Affaira at Refngio-OrJer to demolish tbu Alnmo-.Sot 

obeyed-Deecriplion of Weatern l'rairie-Texnn Loan-Ilon,too'b lleturn to 



6 CONTENTS. 

teTDraso~Indian Treaty-Me:tico in ,Tnnunry, 1880-Santa Anna eel.I t 

or •xns m Pel'IOn-llis Plan-Condilio f T ou 
b t I G n ° en.a to meet him-Strug 1 
e we•n l 1e overnor and Council-First Texan L g e 

awe·•····, .. ,. PAOI 40 

CHAPTER IIT. 

navid C'rockett-Viesca-llfeeliog of the Co • 
cleclnred, March 2d-Jiouslon re-elected ~:e~mlloann,dMern~chCil~t-f Ipndepend~nce 
t th W •to- II - r, para lions 

,::erit:-:a:ol~;i~~~~::ido;n~cR?uticHadopted-Burnet l'rPsident ad 
lI 

I 
n tne - ouston sell out for the w t, 

nrc I Gth-The .Alamo invested by the E F b e, 
T . II . nemy, e ruary 23,l-Tl,e Siege-

rnv1a en a for .Aul-Thil'ty-two Recruits from Go I Th Pl 
on the 0lb f M h l nza l'l'- e nee stormed 
p t . . Go arc ' an, the Oarriron butchtre<l-Johnson defeated nt San 

Anl nc10-f r,~nt at Agun Dulce-Tragic Death of Grant-Fannin'• Posit.ion-

' vane., o vrrea from . an Patricio-Kin • •. 

Refugio-Order lo Fnnnin to fall bnck-s!na:n~v:~~ :~t:r ~'."e P,~1!1he1 at 

~arJ both cut off-King and hit Force taken an.I killed-~an1nni~-:~ng and 

l11s Rtlreat-Overtnken liy Unea-Duttl• of the Coletn~<: . d.. f out ~n 
-W11r,I taken-ltiller Labo at Co ~ .u1reu e1 o Fannin 

nin and Wnr<l, March 27, 1830. pano-.hl!S&cre of the Co,nmnnds of Fan-
••• ••.•••''''''''• •• ''''••••••• PA.OIi: 70 

CIIAPTER IV. 

Santa Aon11 thinks the Ware ded p 
j••cta-Movcmenta ordered~Th~:::•;.:r~:e:nrn to Me:i.ieo-Filis~la ob-

the Xew, of the Fall of the Ala t ~ Gouules-On Itece1pt of 
" mo, re reat-Arrive at the Col d u h 

1, th-General Alarm and FJi,,ht • T orn o, .w.nrc 
. . o ID exas-Army at Bea."Ou'&-Se d t lo! 

m~1oua---&!at of Government removed from WMhiu' . n or a

tarn Knrnes'a Skirmish-Attempt to draw t LI g~n to llamsburg-Cnp

New• of Fannin'• Dtfoat-Retreat from lb ou I ,e • nemy-Hec,•ipt of the 

ftl'rives with n Reinforcement-Efforll to d \ °:; o~ad; March 26th-Forbes 

thP. Enemy-Flight of t.he People-D' tr e en, tie rasos-:\!ovemenlAI of 

Felipe-Crosaes nt Fort Bend-II t I ----.Santa Anna repulsed at San 

poet.a-San la Anna marches on n:::b:rcrosaea _at Groce'e, and call, in Out

-Texan Navy-EMtern Texas-Alarm th!~:pril 10th-The "Twirh"isters" 
'''" ''" • • ... •• • • • PAOI 102 

CIIAPTER V. 

Howton marthe!I on Harrisbu D' •• 
-Deaf Smit b takea the Mu~: ll;:ri:~:n• of In

d
iana aud_ Diaaffecte.I Whites 

Tenna, April 19th-Crossin" of Buffalo ni:;:~nt ~1forma:n-Addret11 to the 

Durnet-Texnn Camp on the q T ' I-~ arrow • cnpe of Prc$ident 

forced hy Cos on the llornio~ :~ ·l~:02~A;111r of the 2~lh-Enemy reio

Smit.h sent to cut down Vince's Bridge-Pr - :an ~ouno1l of War-Denf 

-Defeat. and Captw·e of the E . l ep~ra ona or Battle-The Attack 

tween IIoudton nnd qantn A ue":!• me nJmg Santa Anna-Interview hP-
~ nna-..,ant.o An11a'1 Order to }"I' l 

quencea of the Victor -X . . . '1 180 a-Conae-

The United States nn: M:x~~:ttationa with S.,nt.o .Anna-Treaty of Velnaco-
• "••• "" ' ... "' • "' • • ... • ... • • PAW: }31 

CONT~TS. 7 

CII.APTER VI. 

Retreat of Filisola-Followed by the Texans umler Ru k-Genernl Goines-

Eastern Frontier-Indinu 1\IovernenLto-Mnosacre at Fort Parker-Attempt to 

eend off S.,nta Anna under the Treaty-R~.sisted by the Texnn Troops-Presi

dent Burnet-Santa Ar.na's Protest,-Colliogsworlh and Grayson d~pntched 

to the Unit<i<l States-Feeling in the 'C'niled Stnt~s-Vnlue of San!A Anna as 

a Pri10ner-Fe,ling in lllexico-Feat of the "llol'S<'•:\larinee" in Texna-Re

turn of General ,\ustin-Appointmenl of Mirabeau ll. Lamar to the Command

in-Chief of the Army-Resisted by the Troops-He retires ••••••• PA01' 161 

CHAPTER VIL 

Low Credit of Tex-llouston'• .llovement.-United States Congre81 favorable 

to acknowledging Texnn Jn.Jependence-Morfit sent ont lo Texas-Texan 

Army and ~avy-Snntn Anna removed t.o Columbia-Attempt lo cscnpe

Cnn,lidatee for P1·e~ident of TeXM-Huu ton electe,l Pre i,lent and J.11mnr 

Vice-Pr,-•i,lent-1:fl'ort to remove aml try Santn Annn loy Court-~l,,rtinl-Op

poeed by Burnet nud liuu!lon-View of Jnckaou and GainH 011 that SuLject 

-Population of Texn -Ifouston's Innugurntion-Proecedrng! of l•irat Texan 

Congre..-United Stoles and Mexico on Dad Terms-Death of Au•lin anJ 

Zavala-<:auta Anna tM-nt hurne hy wuy of Wahhiugton City-Arrive,! at 

Wahington, ,Tanunry 17, 18Si-Cohl Reception in Muico-Oeoernl Hamilton 

offered thti Command of the Texnn Army-l>~elines-The Enemy thr~ateos a 

Second Inn111ion-The lllesnt1. Tol,y Rud Brothrn-Texnu In,lependence ac

knowledged by the Unite.J States-Declined Ann,,xation-Volunteera from 

the UniteJ ~tnte-Deaf f:milh at L,iredo-Skirmieh-~I•xicnns in Tex

Seguin and Rodrigues-Funeral Honors to the Dend of the Alamo-lliexican 

Blockade ofTexM-Capture of the" Independence"-William IL Whnrton

Tuan Xnvy cruise to Yucabln-Depredntioo4 of the Indi11ns-Stcond t-i ion 

of Congreu at Houston, °MBy, 1837-Eml'l•ta in Mexico-Texan Army fur

loughed-the Whnrt.ono-&a-Fight before Galv.,stou Bar, August 26, 18S7-

Ea3te1·u Boundary of Texas .................................. PAOJI 189 

CIIAPTER YIIL 

Religions Movement in Texas-Faith of the Immigrante-Toleralion-The First 

Proteat.ant Mwionnrie.-Ilenry Stel'henson, I 18-Joacph Bay•, 1826-Sum

oer Bacon, 182~-Thomas Hauk•, 1820-:\.lilton l'9lill, 1833-l'reaLyteriana 

nod Epiocopalinns in 1838-Ecelt iut.ieal Commit.Lee of Yii;ilanre, 1837-

Charlee Compl6 de Faruei.o-llis I'r<>j,t-Tndian Tro11blet1-Benthnyeen'1 

Fi.;ht, Sovember IO, 18:.1-Land-Titles-Clo,ing of the La11,l-Oflice-Ili•tory 

of Land-Titl-Tillea to U1e Miasion-Land11-<:paoiah, Colonial, nnd Texan 

Titl-Immigrat.ion in 183'1-Trade iocrdsed-Qunrrel bet.ween Fr1u,ce and 

Mexico-Coutrnct with Daweon, 1;f D11ltimor~, to build Vessels for a Nnvy

Promil!IOry•Xot.ea-Going down-Second Prei.identinl Blection-Lnmar eho· 

s«i; l'resiJent, and Burnet Vice-President-The Mexican Revolt at Kacog-



8 CONTENTS. 

doches-Cordovo and others-Bnttle ot Joso lforia Villnge, October 28, 1838 
-At Kickapoo Town, November 16th-Third Congi-e-Texan Financ-
Deatb of Collingsworth-John A. Whart.on .................... PAO& 219 

CIIAPTER IX. 

Inauguration of President Liimar-Tiis Innugurnl Addree.-Oppo•rs Annexa
tion to the United Statell-Capture of Vern Cruz by the French ~qunJroo 
under Admiral Baudin-l.nmar'd Mrssage to Congree-•-Favora the Establish
ment of a National Bank-Further Fighting in Mexico-8anta .Anno loses his 
~ in expellinl{ the French from Vera Cruz-France mnkes Peneo with lllex
ico, Mnrd1 9, I 110-Federnl Pnrty in ~lndco-Friendly to Tcxn11--Bnt1le of 
Acojetc-Curdovn'a Treachery-Mexican Pion of stirring up the Indian Tribes 
ogaiost the P.:01,lc of Tcxn-Captnre of Flore.11-)foore's Campai~n agoinet 
the Indian11--Battle with the Comanches, February I~, 1839-Burleson'$ 
Fight, February 25th-Bird's Fight, May 27th-Hi8ti>ry uf the Cheroke
Carnpaign again@t them-Batlle of July 16th-Of the 16th-Bowle.-, their 
pdncipnl Chief, killed-Dr$truction of Indian Farms-Relations of Tcxus wilh 
European Powtra--A f•poiotment of Commi ionert to lect R :;ite for the 
Seat of Govcroment--lts Locntion at .Auslio-Federal CnmpRign of 1839-
Dattle of Alcantro, and Pcfut of the Centrali~ll\ October 8, 1630-.t:nrrender 
of Geueral Parboo-Canales, the Federalist Chieftain, before Ml\lamorns
Before l\Jonterey-Dcaultory Fighting-Trcnch~ry of Cnnnles, and Retreat of 
the Texan Auxiliori~-!\Iectiog of the Fuurth Texnn Congress-Stern Indian 
Policy of Lamnr-T~xau Finances-General llamilton'a Miesion to England 
and France-Frnuduleot Liind-Ctrtificnt111 .....•... . ............ PAO& 262 

CHAPTER X. 

Immigration from the United States incrcnac&-The Publio Credit get;i worae
'Common Law adopted-Ch·il War in Mexico-Federal Campaign of 1640-
"Republic of the Rio Grande" proclaimed by Grnernl Caoal-rederalist;i 
dtfcated nt ?ilor11le•, March 15, 1840-Canalea at Austin, seeking Recruit&
Colonela Jordon and Fi~ber, commanding the Texnn Federalist Auxilial"ie&-
lntere!ling :\larch of the Texnn11--Their Vicissitudes-Treachery of Colonel, 
Lo~ and !\Iolnn<>-BlltUe of ~nltillo, nnd Vict.ory over the Centr'lli•t.s com
manded l,y Geneml Ya!!<Jller, October 23, 1840-Sofe R1:treat of the Texans 
to t.heir own Country-lla.'IS&cre of Carnanchea in the Council-Room aL !-'nn 
Antonio, Mnrch I !I, 1840-Dcsc~nt of the Camanchea on n Marnuding l•:xpc
dition agoiost Victorin and Linnvill.i-Auembling of Yolunteera Rn<l l'ureuit 
of the retr•eftling Savage,-Battle of Plum C" k, Augw t 12, I SH)-Moore'e 
Cnmpnign ngniobL the Iudinne-l>cfeat of the Cumanches on the Upper Colo
r,,lo, October ~4, lb40--The Xa\fonal l.<00 not taken-Attempt, to run the 
J:n•lern llouudnry of the ReJJublic--The Texnn Navy-Newapape1·o1-The 
Fifth or "Reform C'ongresd"'-Trenties negotinted with Grent Britain, Uollnnd, 
ftOd Belgiurn-)Ionroe Edwards-Ili, !:-chem-Commerce of Ten,s-Roads 
-::\antn l:'c • , . • , •• , . , .. , . , , . , , • , . .. , ,,,, ... , . , . . , , , , , , , , .. PAOB 2811 

CONTENTS. 9 

CIIAPTER XL 

Gloomy Pr011pecta-Ilnmilton's:; egotiations for the Loan-Affo.i~ of ~ De Sa• 
Jigny-Bullock'a Pigt-Effort.s of Texas for Pence-~rcnt! ~·1th ~ 0 ~-,ta~
FreebooLers on the Rio Grande-Deportation of Captain Dmnt.:--:-His 'lragrcnl 
Death-J~ck !lays'• Fight, April '1, 1841-Santa F~ E:.:pedrhon-Journey 
through the Prniries-TM1chery of Captain Lewis-Surrender of tl1d Tcxaoa 
to Go,·ernor Armijo, of 'Xew Mexico-Their Cruel Tt·eatment--llouston re
electe,I Pre,iJcut-Burleson chosen Vice-Pr11Sident-Attempt lo n_1uk~ a ~ew 
Treaty with the United Statee-F.nd.n,·or to open l~tcrco_11ree w1Lh f;pa,o-;
The Tren ury bankrupt-Exchequer Bill!l--)[r. Gougde_Str1cturc!l--lfoustons 
f;ecou,I T~nu-lndinn Policy-Financ-Exchequer B,lls-Reform Cuogi-~ss 
-Propo•eJ Belgian Loan-Dt!!lruction of the Puper 8ystem~'>teps taken to 
releftfc the Santa F(, I'risonere-New Exteneion Proj,t of tho Texan Congr•• 
-Annexation Question-Tyler'• Poeition .............. . ..... , • PA<TE 3H 

CIIAl'TER XII. 
.Movements of tho "Reform Con~ress" of I 842-A Detachment of the Enemy, 

under Va•que,, enter Rnn Antonio, Morch 6, 1842-Their Conduct and Re
treat-Tenn Troop• at San Antonio-Generals Somervell nnJ Burleson
Voluntecre from the United !-tBtes-Removnl of the Notional At'Chins from 
Auatin-C1eneral Davi• in cormnand of th,i Troopti on the Xuece.i-Sant.& Anna 
and General Ilnmilt<ln--.~p<'Cinl . ~ion of Congrel!II, Juno 27, 1812-War
Bill-lt;i Veto liy Uo11ston-,\trnir nt l.ipantitlan, July 7, IS 12-General Woll 
enlA'ni "•n Antonio, 'ept...mbtr 11, I 12-Texans under Captain Col,hnll-Bat
tle of the Snla,J.i, nml D1:fent of Wull liy llnye, ScptA>mbtr 17, ltiA2-:\lossacre 
of the Force under Dn11·aon-Treachery of C-0lonel !:i,guin-Retrent of Gen
eral Woll-Tr()<}pe under Somervell-)forcb to the Rio Graude--Plun<ler of 
L ,lo-Return of Troops nncler Colonel Bennett--Order to return home--are . ,v·11· c y· h Comu,and .ti ,I •yed by a Portion of the Texnns--Caplam, 1 1am •"'- • r er 
elected to I he C'omrnand-Entry into Mier-Battld of the 25th a~d 2o~h of 
Decen,l,er, 18-12-Cnpture of Fisher'• Command-Revoh of the !\her Pm?o• 
ere at the JlaciundR ~alado-Retal.en and marched t.o Mexico-Decimatton 

• of the Priaonera by Order of Santa Anna-CaptRin Cameron. . . . . PAGE 318 

CilAI'TER XlII. 

Meeting of the Seventh Texan Congrl!58 at Wa1hiogton, on then,...,~ Xovemb,_r 
u, 1,-12-Tunn Xavy-Cnplnin ;\loore-&cret A_et to "II. the :iavy-Pr, 1-
dent • llou~tou'• Pl'Oclamntion-Return of tho ~avy-Dorngs of the Con-

• J • 1 13 "I..a,...,,er Robin,on" and Santa Anna-Answer lo greas ID • 8DUDl"J, - •• , . . 
Snntn Anun-:'lledialion of GrCRt Britain, Fronce, and the Un,te,I '-t•t~It.s 
Faihrre-D,visions in Texo~-Discu~•ions concerning tl,e Mier Exp<dtL'.on
SofTcrir,, of the Prisoners-i,nively's Expe,lition-lts Dep11rtme, AJ>rrl ~5, 
JS~R, rur tho , anta Fe Road-Arrival ther<l-Bnllle of Jn~e 211., I 48, "ith 
the .llexienns-Texaus dis.~rrned by Captain Cooke,_of the UmteJ ::!~~leg_ Ar•;~ 
-Further Attem)'t to pursue the Cnrnvun of !llei'1cnn Tra,lers--;-'lhu _I~pt! 1 
tion t·eturns home-Captain II:iyt on the Rio Grande-Jackson• Ol'rmon of 



10 CONTENTS. 

the Santa Fe Expedition-Suspension of Diplomatic Intercourse between Great 
Britain and Mexico-Armistice between Texas and Mexico-Question of An-
nexation-Prosperity of Texas ............................... PAGE 879 

CIIAPTER XIV. 

Further of tlle Armistice-Diplomacy of Great Britain-Jealousy of the United 
States-Revival of the Question of Annexation-France and Great Britain 
protest-Popularity of the Measure-Nomination of Polk-Tyler's Treaty re
jected by tlie Senate-Jackson's Yiew of it-Ils Effect in TexM-Her Pros
perous Condition-Colony Contracts-Presidential Election in 'l'exas-War 
of the "Regulators" and "!lloderators"-Election of Polk-Passage of the 
Annexation Resolutions-Jackson's Advice to Texas-Last Effort of Mexico 
and of the British and French Governments-Annexation approved by Texa; 
-Conclusion .............................................. PAGE 412 

APPE.i.'ID IX. 

I. Official Correspondence of the Commander-in-Chief of the Texan Army 
in 1835-'36 •••• , ••••....... , . , , .. , . , ... . ............... PAGE 445 

2. Documents relating to the Comm11nder-in-Chief .................... 507 
3. Names, Age, Place of Birth, and Former Residence, of the Signers of 

the Texan Declaration of Independence, March 2, 1886 .. .. ...... . 512 
4.. Documents in Relation lo the Ma~acre of Colonel Fnnnin and his Com-

mnnil, on Sunday llforning, March 27, 1886, nt GoUnd ............ 514 
5. Treaty of Velasco, May 14, 1886, ..................... .. ....... . 626 
6. Letter from General Santa Anna to General Sam Houston, Xovember 

Ii, 1836 •••• ••••••. . ........... .. ... . .. , .... . . .. ..... .... .... 530 
7. Sketch of the Rise and Progress of the Different Religious Protestant 

Denominations of Christiana in Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 532 
8. Letter from President Ilouston to President Santa Anna, M11rch 21, 

1842 •••• ••••••.... .. .................. . .................... 644 
9. List of the Governors of TexBS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 559 

HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

CHAPTER I. 

THE consultation reassembled at San Felipe de Austin, on 

the fit·st of November, 1835; but, for want of a quorum, they 
did not organize until the third day of the month. There were 
present fifty-five members, representing the thirteen municipali
ties of Texas.* Their session continued till the 14th of that 

* Mnnicipality of Bevil: John Bevil, S. Il. Everitt, Wyult Ilanks. 
San ..iJ.ugmtine: William N. Sigler, A. Huston, A. E. C. Johnson, Henry Au

gustin, A. Ilorton, A. G. Kellogg. 
Nacogdoche•: Sum Ilouston, James W. Robinson, Daniel Parker, William 

Wbitnl<er. . 
Columbia: John A. Wharton, J. S. D. Byrom, Ed win Waller, Ilenry Sm'.t~ . 
..1,,.3tin: Wylie Ma.rliq, Randal Jones, TbomnsBarnett,JesseBurnhnm,W1lham 

Menefee. ., p • k J B w d 
Liberty: IIeury Mitlard, Claiborne West, George we. atr1c , . . oo s, 

A. B. Hardin. p · J h W 
Harrisb 11rg: Lorenzo D. Zavala, 1\l W. Smith, William . Harris, o n • 

Moor~, C. C. Dyer, David B. Macomb. 
Matagorda: R. R. Royal, Ch11rles Wilson . 
.Mina: D. C. Barrett, R. M. Williamson, J . S. Lester. 
Waahington: Aen Mitchell, Elijnb Collard, Jesse Grimes, Philip Coe, Asa Hoxey. 
(}(Jnza/c8 : W. S. Fisbe,·, J. D. Clements, George W. Davia, James Hodges, 

William W. Arringlon, Benjamin Fuqua. 
Viesca: S. T. Allen, A. G. Perry, J. G. W. Pierson, Alexander Thompaou, J. 

W. Parker. 
TnieltaVJ : Mnrtin Parmer. - Journal of Oommltation. 
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month, during which period they were industriously engaged in 
organizing a provisional government, and providing means for 
its support. Branch T. Archer/· the president of the assembly, 
opened its business in an appropriate address. The general 
council, which had, up to that time, exercised the authority of 
government, surrendered it to the consultation. A committee 
of twelve, of which John A. Wharton was chairman, was ap
pointed to prepare a declaration of the causes which impelled 
the Texans to take up arms. A like committee, of which Henry 
Millard was chairman, was appointed " to draw up and submit 
a plan or system of a provisional govermnent." 

On the 7th, the consultation, after much discussion, adopted 
the declaration.t It was not one of independence, but of ad
herence to the constitution of 1824. It is likely that the entire 
body saw that the end would be independence; but they deemed 
it pl'Udent to move slowly, and first unite all parties in the rev
olution. The great object of the leading men was, that their 
actions should be approved by the world. They feared that a 
precipitate declaration of independence would not meet that 
approval. Texas needed sympathy and aid. By a defensive 
course, she would obtain it. Such was the policy of her lead
ers, and time has shown its wisdom. They expected also to 
induce some of the other Mexican states to follow their exam
ple in declaring their adherence to the federal constitution, but 
in this they were not successful. There was, in some parts of 
Mexico, a feeble response in favor of liberty, but the bayonets 
of Santa Anna reduced it to silence. It may also be observed 

* Dr . .Archer cmigrirted to Texas in 1831. For a sketch of his history, see 
Foote's History of Texas, vol. ii., p. 12. 

t Journal, p. 51. The committee first reported in favor of a declaration of 
independence. It was adopted, and then reconsidered. "How the convention 
will decide is uncertnin, but the probability is in favor of the conslitution as a 
matter of policy only, as nll agree we must go, sooner or later, for indepen
dence."-J. W: Robins<m to Frost Tltorn, November S, 1836. 

,w 

PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT ESTABLISHED. 13 

that, in November, 1835, public opinion in Texas was hardly 

prepared for a change so sudden. 
The ordinance " establishing a provisional government" was 

completed on the 13th day of November, 1835::+ It is the ear
liest specimen of Anglo-Saxon law ever enforced in Texas. 
Its provisions were few, and such as the emergency required. 
It created a governor, lieutenant-governor, a council, to be 
elected from the consultation (one from each municipality), a 
provisional judiciary, a commander-in-chief, &c. 

The consultation adjourned, to meet at W ashingtou, on the 
1st day of March, 1836 ; providing, however, that the gov
ernor and council should continue to exist as a provisional 
government {mtn its reassembling. The commander-in-chief 
was declared to be such " of all the forces called into public 
service during the war ;" and be was " to be subject to the 
governor and council." These provisions are more especially 
referred to here, because of the discord and misfortunes result

ing therefrom. 
Two days before the adjournment of the consultation, they 

elected Ilenry Smith governort and James W. Robinson lieu
tenant-governor of Texas. Smith was chosen by a majority of 
nine votes over Stephen F. Austin. It was at first intended 
that Austin should be governor ;:J: but his services being more 
needed as a commissioner to the United States, be was spared 
the misfortune of being the first governor of Texas. Robinson 
had no opposition. Sam Houston was elected commander-in

chief, ,vith but one dissenting voice. Messrs. Branch T. Ar-

* Journal, p. 42. 
f Henry Sn1ith was a native of Kentucky. He emigrated to Miss?uri, an~ 

thence to Texas. He was of moderate height,, quile fleshy, of fine soctal quali
ties, racy and interesting in conversation, not easily ir1·itated, but extremely 
obstinate in mnintaioiog his opioioos. 

t J. W. Robinson to Frost Thorn, November 3, 1835: MS. 
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cher, William H. Wharton, and Stephen F. Austin, were duly 
chosen commissioners to the United States. :Messrs . .i.. Ilus
ton, Daniel Parker, Jesse Grimes, A.. G. Perry, D. c. Barrott, 
Henry Millard, Martin Parmer, J. D. Clements, R. R. Royal, 
W. P. Harris, E. Wallor, and W. Ilanks, were tho council 
elected out of tho consultation, to remain and co-operate with 
Governor Smith in carrying out tho organic law:•· 

In addition to other important matters, it was provided that 
" there should be a regular army created for tho protection of 
Texas during the present war." To give aid and assi,;tance 
in organizing this army, in adopting rules for its government 
and in providing the personnel and materiel, General IIousto~ 
remained in attendance on the governor and council until the 
16th of December, when he was ordered to remove his head
quarters to Washington. 

To return to tho Texan army at Concepcion. The entire 
Texan force at this point was at least a thousand men. After 
remaining at Concepcion until tho 2d of November, the army 

~arcl1od, by way of tho powder-house, on tho slope of a gentle 
ridge, east of the San Antonio river, near to its head, and 
camped on the east bank. Here they remained for four or five 
days, keeping up a constant patrol around the town. From 
intelligence received, it was supposed that General Cos would 
surrender upon demand. Although the information was not 
v~ry reliable, yet, as he had been greatly straitened by the 
s1ege, aud his supplies were cut off, it was deemed of sufficient 
importance to make the attempt. .Accordingly, the •roxan 
army was marched io the west side and down the Sau Antonio 
river, and the entire force displayed on an eminence, some 

* The m~mbers of the council were constantly changing. On the first da 
o.f the meeting, we find the mllllicipalities of Jefferson and Victoria, for t.he fi ; 
time, 1·epresented. rs 

.,. 

CITY OF SAN ANTONIO. 15 

fifteen hundred yards from the public square. The demand 
for a surrender was then made, and promptly refused. The 
Texans thereupon took position at tho " Old Mill," a half-mile 
or more north of the public square, on the west bank of the 

San Antonio river. 
Tho city of San Antonio is situated on the San Antonio river 

and San Ped1·0 crook. These streams at the city are about 
six hundred and fifty yards apart; but, on the cast side of the 
place, there is a remarkable bend in the river, enclosing about 
twenty-five acres, into which the town also extends. Oppo8~te 
this bend, on the east bank of the river, is the ancient mission 
of the .Alamo. The country around San Antonio is generally 
a level prairie, more undulating, howc,er, on the west than on 
the east side of tho river. Thero is an eminence west of the 
town, toward tho .A.lazan ; and another above the old mill, but 
not sufficiently near or elevated to command the town, except 
with twelve or eighteen pounders. The river, about sixty feet 
wide, is in most places fordable. It seldom rises or falls, but 
sends forth a constant stream of the purest water. The low
ness of its banks and the levelness of the grounds offer great 
facilities for irrigation; hence the ditches, running down on 
both sides of the river, and between the two streams, not only 
answer the purpose of fertilizing the land, but also for defence. 
As no advantage could be gained by either party in location, 
the chief benefit must result to the besieged from the buildings 
and ditches. The houses, of thick stone walls, were very strong. 
The public square of San Antonio is divided by the church and 
some other buildings into two; or, rather, the original square, 
or military plaza, was first laid off and improved in 1716, hav
ing on its east side the church, and the offices of priests and 
officers. In 1731, was laid off the main square, or Pfa:za of 

the Constitution. .A.long the north side of these squares, runs 
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through the centre of the city the main street, which is pro
longed cast of the river to the Garita, or Look-out, used also 
as a powder-house, about one and a quarter miles from the 
town. At the crossing of the river by this street was a bridge, 
the only one then on the river. 

While the Texan army was hanging about the town, Cos 
was not idle. Ugartachea was despatched to Matamoras for 
reinforcements; breastworks were thrown up at the entrance 
of every street into the square; and, on an open lot, on the 
north side of the military plaza, was erected a reuoubt. 'l'he 
venerable church was also brought into the service, and artil
lery mounted behind the parapet on its roof. The Mexican 
force in the place was at this time about eight hunched men, 
with sufficient artillery to defend the different points fortified. 
'l'hc Texans had but five pieces, of small calibre. Previous to 
the departure of the Texan army from Concepcion, a council 
of war had Leen called by Austin, to consider the propriety of 
an immediate assault upon tho town. It was concluded that 
it coultl be made, and the place taken, but at a greater sacri
fice of men than the 'l'exans could afford to bear ; hence a reg
ular siege was ordered. 

"I am afraid," says Austin, wi·iting to Captain Dimit, on 
the 2d of Kovcmber, "that our future operations will be tedi
ous and prolonged, owing to the strength of the fortifications 
at this place, of which we have certain information. Whether 
the army can be kept together long enough to await the arrival 
of reinforcements, an<l tho necessary supply of heavy battering
cannon and ammunition, I am sorry to say, is somewhat uncer
tain." 

"Various attempts were made to entice the enemy beyond his 
walls. On one occasion, a detachment of one hundred and 
ninety Texans marched up within the range of the Mexican 
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six-pounders; on another, Colonel Thomas J. Rusk, at the 
head of forty ca,alry, took a position within three hundred 
yards of their walls, and remained there twenty minutes : still 
they could not be drawn from their works:* It was the opin
ion of Austin, on the 14th of November, that the enemy could 
not long hold out.t To lessen their consumption of pro,·hi
ious, the Mexicans sent off three hunru·ed of their horses to 
Laredo; but they were overtaken and captured, about forty 
miles from San Antonio, by a detachment under Travis.t The 
poor condition of these horses indicated the wants of the be
sieged. But Cos, awaiting his reinforcements, still held out. 
Occasional conflicts between the outposts and scouts of the two 
armies constituted the only subjects of interest in camp for sev
eral uays. Volunteers, always impatient while inactive, had 
manifested this feeling in the camp before Bexar. They found 
amusement and interest in catching the exhausted cannon-balls 
of the enemy, and throwing them back; they also derived some 
pleasul'e from scouting-excursions of two or three days' contin
uance. But, in spite of all this, tho besieging force was con
tinually decreasing; so that, by the 14th of November, they 
did not number six hundred men. 

One of these scouting-parties, that had been down on the 
Medina, returned about ten o'clock on the morning of the 26th 
of November, leaving "Deaf Smith" behind. It was known 
that Ugartachea was expected in Ilcxar, and this scout had 
been on the look-out for him. It happened that on that morn
ing, General Cos had sent out a party of over a hundred men 
on the old Presidio road, to cut grass for the horses. Ilaving 
supplied themselves with forage, they were on their way back, 
and about five miles from town, when Deaf Smith discovered 

* Ru•k to Houston, November 14, 1835: :MS. 
t Austin to llouston, November 14, 1835: MS. 
VOL. II.-2 

t Foote, vol. ii., p. 126. 
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them. Aliout two o'clock in the evening he reached the Texan 
camp, and reported what he supposed to be Ugartachea, wit~ 
a guard, bringing funds to pay off the Mexican army-for 1t 
was understood in the Texan camp that such was his mission. 
Immediately the cry of "Ugartachea !" resounded along the 
lines; and all who could, prepared to go in pursuit of him. It 
may be proper to state here that on the 25th (the day before_), 
Austin, having received news of l1is appointment as comm1s
sioner to the United States, resigned his command of the army, 
and Colonel Edward Burleson had just been elected to succeed 
him. Colonel James Bowie, with about a hundred mounted 
men, set out in a gallop, in advance. Shortly ~ftcr, the re
mainder of the army, with the exception of a suitable guard, 
followed. They met the enemy about a mile from the town, 
on their return. Bowi.c, with the advance, charged upon them, 
when they took a position in the bed of a dry branch. The 
movement of the Texans had been seen from the town, and the 
besieged marched out to defend the foraging-party, bringing 
wHh them two pieces of artillery. Just as Bowie charged the 
ri<Yht of the foraging-party, the besieged came up on the left. 
B~wic now turned his attention to the latter, and for a short 
time the battle was well sustained. The enemy, however, re
treated as they fought. 'l'he main body of the Texan force 

·1 h d the coragm· g-1)arty drove coming up meanwlu e, c arge on 1 ' .. , . . 

them from the bed of the dry branch, and took position 10 1t. 
After tho last charge, the enemy retreated yet more rapidly
still, however, continuing the fight until they reached the town, 
when the Texans formed in a ravine, but shortly afterward re
turned to their camp. The Mexican loss in this confused, run
niug fight was about fifty killed and several wounded. The 

Texans h~d none killed, two wounded, and one missing. The 
enc.my lost about seventy head of horses, taken by the nctors. 

REINFORCEMENT OF GOLIAD. 19 

The history of this a[air, known as_ the "Grass-Fight," has 

been greatly confused. The official account is hardly intelli
gible. Kennedy has confounded it with another occurrence, 
of the 8th of the same month, which happened on this wise : 
A party of thirty-two men, under the command of Captain Wil
liam Austin (a cousin of Stephen F .), went out, on the day in 
question, in search of Ugartachea. When arrived at the place 
where the " Grass-Fight" afterward occurred, one of their 
number, Ilouse, was accidentally killed. The party went on, 

sending back Lynch for another party, to bring in House's 
body. Fifty men were accordingly despatched for that pur
pose. As they were returning with the body, they were at
tacked by about two hundred and fifty mounted Mexicans. 
The Texans took post in a gulley, and continued the fight suo
cessfully, till they were reinforced from their rn:1in camp, when 
the enemy were driven in, with a loss of some fifteen or twenty 
killed and wounded. The Texans lost none.-:t 

After the capture of Goliad by Collingsworth, General Aus
tin directed that it should be retained and defended. A de
tachment from Bay Prairie, and also another from tho N' ueces, 
were sent to reinforce the place, making tho number of its de
fenders, under the command of Captain ~hilip Dim it, upward, 
of eighty effective men. This reinforcement enabled Captain 
Dimit to despatch thirty-six men, under Captain Westover, to 
the attack of the Mexican force at Lipantitlan, a small place 
above San Patricio, on the Nueces. The Mexica.:. force, con
sisting of twenty-one men, with two pieces of artillery, surren
dered without a contest on the 3d of November; and, upon 
agreement that they would not bear arms against Texas during 

* Kennedy, vol ii., p. 183. Report or Gener,11 Durl~son to the Pro\'i~ionnl 
Government, November 27, 1836. Tho occouuts given of the "G1·11as-Fight," 
nnd of the affair of the St.Ii, are derived from stlltements of those engaged in 
them, and arc considered reliable. 



20 IIl8TORY OF TF.X.\S. 

the wnr, tho prisoners wore sot at liberty. Tho Texans rc

mn.inccl at Lipantitlan until tho next evening, when they sot 

out on their return to Goliad. As they wore crossing tho 

NucccR, and whcL about half of them had passed tho ri\"er, 

they were attacked by about seventy of the enemy. After a 

severe contest of hnlf an hour, in which some twenty of tho 

Mexicans were killed and wounded, they retreated, lea.Ying 

tho Texans masters of the field, the latter having only one man 

wounded.* 
Tho nows of these successes spread over the country through 

. tho agency of the committees of safety, and cheered the Tex

ans in thoir struggle. Tho same intelligence, roaching tho 

United States, kindled a flame of sympathy everywhere. At 

.Tew York, Cincinnati, Louisnlle, Tashvillc, Macon, IIunts

Yillc, Natchitoches, Mobile, Now Orleans, and other places, 

funds were raised, and emigrants fitted out in squads, compa

nies, and battalions. True, there were, in all these places, icy 

spirits, who had no sympathy, and who condemned Texas for 

not submitting to Santa. Anna. Such men, if they really know 

tho wrongs inflicted on Texas, and thoso greater wrongs with 

which she was threatened-had they lived in the time of tho 

American Revolution, would have opposed it also. It ill be,

camc a. country like the United tates, still reel with tho blood 

of her rebellion against George Ill., to blame Texas for going 

into tho contest with Mexican despotism. Tho former rc,olt

cd because of taxation without representation. The wrongs of 

Texas were so much greater, that she did not even complain 

of tl10 absence of that right! Mexico complained to the Uni

ted 8tates that tho revolted Texans "wore daily obtaining from 

T cw Orleans assistance of all kinds, in men, munitions, and 

arms, in silver and soldiers, who publicly enlist in that city, 

• JournRl of the Council, pp. 8, 81; Kennedy, vol. ii., p. 132.. 
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and carry with them arms against a friendly nation."* There 

was no Ia.w in tllc United States to prevent public meetings, 

or to prohibit tho transmission of funds or arms to other coun

tries; nor was there any law to prevent persons from leaving 

the United States, pro,idcd they did not organize and array 

their forces within her limits. President Jackson was not tho 

man to shrink from any official duty, however painful; but, as 

an i11di1,idual, he could not but fool an interest in a struggle 

like that in which Texas was engaged : and what ho thought, 

he spoke. It can not be denied that in some instances the law 

was violated, and that organized bodies of men did leave the 

Unitcu States; but tho sympathy for the cause of tho Texans 

was almost universal, and no one made it his lmsiness to ad

vise prosecuting officers of these movements. They came

they aided 'l'cxas; she ga,c them a home, and many of them 

remained within her limits. Tho Lafaycttcs, tho Pulaskis, and 

tho Kosciuskos of 'l'cxas, will be kinuly remembered, not only 

throughout her borders, but whcreYcr liberty has friends. 

.After the departure of General Austin, tho besieging army 

before Sun Antonio came very neat· l>ei11g broken up. 'l'his 

threatened di:;solulion originated from a projected enterprise 

against Matamoras, with tho hope of obtaining tho co-operation 

of a largo force of Mexican liberals. Dr. James Grant, an 

Englitihman, somo time before domiciliateu about Monclova, 

and one of tho legislators dispersed by General Cos, was tho 

cause of this movement. Ile publi§hed an account of tho sup

posed condition of the interior of Mexico-representing that 

A.harez was active in tho south, and had taken Acapulco; that 

Guzman and Montenegro had an army of twenty-one hundrcu 

liberals in tho state of Guadalaxara.; that Puebla, with tho 

• :11onutcrio, Mexican :Minister of Foreign Relntioo11, to the s~cretnry of St.Ate 

of tbc United Sta™- ?iovember 19, 1835. 
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governor at its bead, had refused to publish tbe centralizing 
decree of tho 3d of October, and the people wore rising en 

1nasse to defend their liberties ; that Valladolid had protested 
in tho strongest terms, and was raising her civic militia; that 
Oajaca had made a like protest, and was also preparing for 
defence; that Zacatecas was ready to take the first opportu
nity to avenge her wrongs ; so also was Durango; and that 
Tamaulipas and New Leon would rise the moment an attaclc 

was rnade on Matamoras, and San Luis Potosi would instantly 
follow. These, with the furth~r representations-made, no 
doubt, honestly by Grant-that Santa Anna was sadly dis
tressed for want of funds to carry on his despotic plans, and 
that his army was scattered and could not be safely united,* 
served to turn the heads of many of the loading men of Texas. 
It was supposed that they had only to show themselves on tho 
right bank of the Rio Grande, when the whole of Mexico would 
rally around them ! They never reflected that, since 1832, 

tho Texans had become a by-word of reproach in Mexico, and 
that all parties there denounced them as " perfidious, ungrate
ful disturbers." As this first thought of a campaign against 
Matamoras was the cause of great con.fusion, and some bloody 
tragedies, its progress, maturity, and final catash-ophe, will 
deserve a more especial notice ; but such notice will appear 

more properly in a subsequent page. 
Mention has already been made of the New Orleans Grays, 

two notable companies, afterward so distinguished for their 
valor and sacrifices in the cause of Texas. The first news of 
the Texan Revolution was received in New Orleans on the 13th 

of October, 1835. The same evening a meeting was bold at 
Bank's Arcade. William Christy, a noble and valuable friend 
to Texas, presided. Ample funds were raised. Just as the 

* Letter of James Grant, November lS, 1836. 
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meeting adjourned, Adolphus Sterne, of Nacogdoches, stepped 
on the platform, and made known that Texas wanted men as 
well as money ; and that, as a Texan agent, he had that day 
purcliased fifty muskets, which would be distributed to those 
who would go with him to Texas. On the suggestion, name~ 
were called for, and two companies immediately raised, the one 
commanded by Captain Robert C. Morris, and the other by 
Captain Breese. The Texan committee dressed them in gray 
uniforms, and they departed for the theatre of war- the first
named by way of the gulf, the other by way of Natchitoches. 
The appearance of Brecse's company at Nacogdoches had a 
fine effect on tho Cherokee Indians, a large number of whom 
were then in tO\vn. Their fine uniform caps and coats attract

ed the notice of the chief Bo1les. Ile inquired if they were 
Jackson's men. "Certainly they arc," said Sterne. "A.re 
there more coming?"-" Yes," was the reply. "IIow many 
more?" asked Bolles. Sterne told him to count the hairs on 
his head, and he would know. In twenty minutes tho Indians 
had all left the town!·* The " Grays" reached San Antonio 
in time to participate in its capture. Morris, of tho first Grays, 
was promoted to the rank of major, and William G. Cooke ap
pointed to his place as captain. 

On the 29th of November, Major Morris informed General 
Houston that two hundred and twenty-fo·c men, nearly all from 
the United States, had determined to set out the next morning 
from Bexar, for Matamoras, and thence into the interior; that 
their accounts from :Mexico were of tho most encouraging char
acter ; that they expected to be joined by a hundred or a hun
di·ed and fifty more, then on their way from the United States; 
and that they expected in the end to be joined by frnm five to 
eight thousand men, who were awaiting them. Ile further 

* Statement of the late Adolphus Sterne. 
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stated that those who would leave Bexar with him, if disap

pointed in marching on Matamoras, would immediately return 
to the United States. Such was the hopeless state of things, 

on the last days of November, before Bexar. But, about that 

time, the idea of storming the place had got a hold in camp. 
The Texan force was then not more than eight hundred, inclu
ding the Gray~, Captain Peacock's company from Mississippi, 

and Captain English's company from eastern Texas-so much 
had the forces of the besiegers diminished by the impatience 
of the volunteers. The hope of active operations, however, 

detained the troops for some days. 
On the morning of the 3d of December, 1835, Messrs. Smith, 

Ilolmes, and Maverick, who had been detained under surveil

lance in Bexa1· since the affair at Gonzales, made their escape, 

and reached the Texan camp. From information given by 

them as to the strength of the place, a call was made for vol
unteers to attack it at four o'clock the next morning. The 

plan of assault proposed that three hundred volunteers should 
be led into the town in three divisions: the first, under Colonel 
Jack, to take and occupy the house of Jose .A.ngcl Navarro; 

the second, under Lieutenant Sommervcll, to take and occupy 

the house of .A.ntonio do la Garza; and the third, under Major 
Morris, to take and occupy the house of Veramendi. Deaf 
Smith, John \Y. Smith, and Hendrick .A.rnold, were to act as 

guides to the respective divisions. 
During that day and night, all was preparation and impa

tience for the hour to march. .A. serious conference was in 
session in General Burleson's quarters, which closed by a proc

lamation that the descent on the town was postponed ! The 
burst of disappointment and indignation which followed this 

announcement can be beLtcr imagined than described. A gen
eral parade was ordered for ten o'clock on the morning uf the 
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4th. Many of the companies refused to turn out. The causes 

assigned for postponing the attack were, the absence of Arnold, 
one of the guides, together with an opinion that the besieged 

Lad received notice of tho intended assault. 

.A.bout two o'clock in the afternoon of the 4th of December, 
an order was issued to raise the siege, and to set out for La 

Bahia at seYen o'clock that eYening. "It was then," says an 
eye-witness, " that the scene was wholly indescribable, and se
rious apprehensions were entertained that our camp would 
become the theatre of blood." But, in the meantime, .A.rnold, 
the absent guide, had rctlll'ned; and Lieutenant Vuavis, of the 
Mexican army, who had deserted the night before, came up. 

The latter was conducted forthwith to headquarters, and un
derwent a strict examination. Ile stated that the garrison 
was in a tumult, and much dissatisfied; and, further, that the 
enemy had no suspicion of the intended descent that morning. 
Ile also stated that the strength of the place had been exag

gerated. On receipt of this information late in the evening of 

the 4th, Colonel Benjamin R. Milam, at the suggestion of some 

persons, cried aloud, "fVlw will go with old Ben JJiilam into 
San Antonio?" The reply was a shout from the officers and 
men then assembled around the quarters of General Burleson. 

They were ordered to fall into line, and, after a padial organi
zation, ~filam was promptly elected to the command, and noti
fied the men to meet him, early after dark, at the old mill
there to complete their arrangements. .A.11 this transpired in 
tho presence of General Burleson, and with his approbation. 
They met at the old mill, and formed the attacking party in 
two divisions: the first under the immediate command of Colo

nel Milam, assisted by Colonel Nidland Franks of the artillery 
and Major R. C. Morris of the Grays, with Messrs. Maverick, 

Cooke, and Arnold, as guides ; the second under the command 
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of Colonel Frank W. Johnson, assisted by Colonels James 

Grant and William T. Austin, with Deaf Smith and John W. 
Smith as guides. General Burleson was waited on, and re

quested to hold his position till the result of tho attack on the 

town was known, which he cheerfully agreed to do. Colonel 

J. C. Neill was directed to make a feint on the Alamo, to di

vert the enemy's attention while Milam was marching into the 
place. There were three hundred and one men that made the 
descent, composed mostly of parts of tho companies of Captains 

York, Patton, Dickinson, English, and '\Va.rd, in the fir:;t divis

ion, under Milam, and of the companies of Cook, Breese, Pea
cock, S"'isher, and Edwards, in the second division, under 
Johnson. 

On the morning of the 5th of December, about twenty min

utes before daylight, the assault was made on the town. Colo
nel Neill, making an earlier start, had crossed the river, de

scended toward the Alamo, and opened a fire upon it, com
pletely diverting tho enemy's attention. 'l'his he continued till 
ho heard the report of the guns in the town, when he withdrew 

to the camp. The division of ::\Iilam marched in a direction a 

little south of west to the entrance of Acequia sit-cot (so named 
from the ditch running on its west side); while, at the same 

t ime, that of Johnson advanced to the entrance of Soledad 

street. These two streets from their entrance run south for a 
thousand varas to the main plaza- the first entering the square 
on the northwest and the other on the northeast corner. A.t 

these points of entrance into the square the enemy had erected 

breastworks and batteries, so as to command them. :Milam's 
division took possession of the house of De la Garza, and John

son that of Veramcndi. Those houses were nearly opposite, 

on the east side of each of the two streets, and about a hundred 
yards from the main square. In approaching the Veramendi 
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house, a. sentinel fired upon the column, which was returned 

with offoct by Deaf Smith. This aroused tho l\Iexicans in the 

town. Tho fire from tho town a.nd the Ala.mo soon became tre
mendous. The Texans bad ta.ken with them two pieces of 

artillery, a twelve and a six pounder. The former was dis

mounted, and, for want of a cover for the other piece, it was 

but little used. So well directed was the enemy's fire, that, 
for a time, the Texans could not cover their lines, or keep up 

a safe communication between tho two divisions. They relied, 

however, upon their rifles, with which they sla.ckened tho ene

my's fire, and silenced the artillery within range of their pieces. 
During the f>th, tho Texans had one killed, and two colonels, 

one lieutenant-colonel, and twelve privates, wounded.* These 

were sent back to the ca.mp. 
'£he night of the 5th was occupied by the Texans in strength

ening their works, and opening a communication between the 

two divisions. The enemy kept up a constant fire during the 

night, which slackened somewhat toward daylight. They were 

also engaged in placing armed men on the tops of the surround
ing houses, and in strengthening their defences. The Texans 

at length succeeded in opening a safe communication between 

their two divisions. This they did under a raking fire from 

the enemy's battery at the entrance of Soledad street. 
At daylight, on the morning of the 6th of December, the 

enemy were discovered to have occupied the tops of tho houses 

between the Texans and the plaza, and to have cut loopholes 

in the parapet-walls crowning the buildings. From these points 

* Among the wounded were Lieutenant John L. IInll, of the first Grnys, and 
Denf Smith. These wounds were received on top of the Veromen<li house, 
whither some ten or fifteen had ascended to get a view of the enemy. Finding 
their position untenable, they descended through the roof. A writer in the 
•Texas Gazett~• of September 8, 1849, says Lieutenant Ilall was not of the 

party. That officer himself slates that he was. 
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they opened and kept up duriug the day a brisk fire of small

arms; at the same time a steady fire of artillery was maintained 

from the town and the Alamo. The greatest danger to the 

Texans was in passing from one building to another. .A. de

tachment of Captain Crane's company, under Lieutenant Wil

liam ~!'Donald, with others, advanced under a severe fire and 

took possession of the house to the right and somewhat in ad

vance of the Garza house. This extended the Texan line west

ward, and toward the military plaza. .At tho same time, tho 

assailauts were strengthening their works, and returning the 

fire of the enemy. They also succeeded in mounting their can

non, with which they did some execution. 'l'he communication 

between the two divisions of the assailants was strengthened. 

During this, the second day of the attack, the Texans had five 

wounded. The night of tho 6th was occupied by the enemy in 

keeping up a languit>hing fire, in opening a trench on tho Ala

mo side of the riYcr, and in strengthening their batteries on 

Main street, leading from tho plaza to the Alamo. The Tex

ans were engaged in strengthening their lines. 

On tho morning of the 7th, the enemy opened a brisk fire 

from tho trench constructed tho night before; also of artillori 

and small-arms from other positions. By cloven o'clock that 

day, tho deadly fire of tho Texan rifics had silenced that from 

the trench, and also from some of tho Mexican artillery. Thu 

only house between the Garza. house and the buildings on tho 

plaza was about midway, but back from tho street. .A.bout 

noon, the gallant Karnes advanced with a crowbar, under a 

heavy fire from tho enemy, and forced an entrance. Captain 

York's company followed, and held the position. In tho c.en

ing tho fire of the Mexicans became actiYo from all their works. 

Colonel Milum, in passing from his position to that of Johnson 

at the Voramendi house, was instantly killed by a rifle-shot in 
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tho head. He foll just as he entered the yard. In his death, 

Texas lost a commander and a soldier whose place could not 

be easily supplied.* 'l'he Texans, however, felt a new incen

tive to avenge his death. They immediately set on foot a 

party to ta.kc possession of the house of Antonio Navarro, situ

ated on the north side of Main street, one block west of the 

main plaza, but commanding a. portion of the military plaza, 

and the Mexican redoubt on the second block west of the main 

square. The party consisted of portions of the companies of 

Captains Llewyllen, English, Crane, and York. They ad

vanced from the house taken by Karnes, and forced an en

trance. The enemy endeavored to retake it by firing through 

loopholes made in the roof; but tho Texans returned the fire 

through the same loopholes, and drove them off. 

Immediately north of and adjoining the Navarro house, front

ing on Flores street, stood a row of buildings known as the 

"Zambrano Row." The taking of these buildings was part 

of the work of the 8th of December. Tho morning was cold 

and wet, and but little was done. About nine o'clock, how

ever, the same party who had taken the Xava1-ro house, being 

reinforced by the Grays, commenced the attack. 'l'ho row con

sisted of a sel'ios of rooms, separated by thick partition-walls. 

These walls were pierced, and thus tho •rexans advanced from 

room to room. The enemy disputed every inch of the ground, 

and kept up n tremendous fire of artillery during tho day. At 

last, however, they were forced to nbandon the row. During 

this time, a small reinforcement, under Lieutenant Gill, co.mo 

in from the camp of General Burleson. The Mexicans, in. or

der to produce a diYersion, sent out a party of about fifty men 

from the Alamo toward tho Texan camp, but they were quickly 

driven back by the fire of a six-pounder. After dark, on the 

* Milam was buried where he fell. 

I 
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8th, the occupants of the Zambrnuo row were reinforced by 

the companies of Captains Swisher, Alley, Edwards, and Dun

can. 'l'hus the Texans liad, in fact, the command of the north

west portion of the enemy's main defences. 

On the night of the 8th, a further advance was made. On 

the north side, and opposite the centre of the main plaza, stood 

a. strong building known as tho "Priest's Ilouse." It com

manded the plaza, and its capture was considered the crown

ing work of tho assault. Just before midnight, a party of 

about a hundred men, destined to attack this place, set out 

from tho Garza. house. In passing an out-building connected 

with the wall around the yard of the priest's house, they were 

exposed to a heavy fire from tho :Mexicans occupying that out

building; but by a rapid movement the assailants roached the 

wall, broke it down, drove tho enemy from his position, ootorod 

tho prie:sL's house, secured and strengthened the doors and 

windows, and commenced. cutting loopholes. Tho fire of the 

enemy had by this time become general, and was kept up with 

artillery and small-arms until neady daylight. Finding the 

Texans u111ileasantly near them, they did not wait for daybreak 

to see tho ofiect of their riOes from the loopholes in the priest's 

house upon the main plaza, but retreated to the Alamo. At 

half-past six o'clock, on the morning of tho 0th, General Cos 

sent in a flag of truce, expressing o. wish to capitulate. 

General Burleson, having received notice of the flag, pro

ceeded to the town; and by two o'clock, 011 the morning of the 

] 0th, tho articles of capitulation wore concluded. Cos aud 

his officers were permitted to retire with their arms and pri

vate property, upon their word of honor tha.t they would not 

in any way oppose the re-establishment of the constitution of 

1824; the Mexican convict-soldiers were to be taken beyond 

the Rio Grande ; all public property belonged to the victors; 
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such of the troops as wished to remain, or leave the :MexicaJl 

army, had the liberty of doing so. Commissioners wore ap

pointed to carry the articles into effect. 

It is proper here to !<tate that during the attack, notwith

standing General Burleson had out a constant patrol, Ugarta

chca made his way into San Antonio with five hundred con

victs, guarded l;y a hundred regular infantry. This force, 

added to the eight hundred previously there, made an aggre

gate of fourteen hundred. The number of tho enemy killed 

has been variously estimated : it probably did not exceed a. 

hundred and fifty. The Texan loss was trifling, though they 

bad several wounded. 

Amoug the occurrences of tho assault, it may be stated that 

on the same evon.iug of the death of Milam, the officers assem

bled and conferred the command on Colonel Frank W. John

son, who had the high honor of rai:sing tho flag of victory over 

the walls of Bexar. Tho reinforcement of convicts brought in 

by Ugartachoa were conducted in chains, and their fetters were 

only taken off when they were introduced within the lines. 

Such men added nothing to tho :Mexican strength, but sc1·,·cd 

only to hasten the consumption of the scanty provisions of the 

besieged. After the occupation of the priest's house by the 

Texans, the town was fairly in their possession. They were 

in a position, as soon as daylight appeared, to clear every bat

tery on the plaza. The terms of the capitulation were, then, 

humane. It is true tho enemy could have held out for some 

time in the Alamo, but they had no provisions. The Texans 

agreed to furnish them with a. supply at a fair price, and their 

sick and wounded were permitted to remain behind, and wore 

duly cared for. Thus the humanity following the victory was 

more glorious than the victory itself, and was a noble lesson 

of moderation in the hour of triumph, which the enemy failed 
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to learn.-i. Twenty-one pieces of artillery, fivo hundred mus

kets, together with ammunition, clothing, &c., fell into the 
l1ands of the victors. 

On the 14th, Goueral Cos left the town with eleven hundred 
and five troops, the remainder having abandoned his flag. Ile 
encamped that night at the mission of San Jose. The next 

day he set out for the Rio Grande, to report to Santa Anna, 
his distinguished relati,o and superior, the rebellious charac

ter of the Toxans, and their obstinacy in battle. Genoral 
Burleson, (who, although opposed to tho attack, when it was 
begun did all ht} could to contribute to its success), on the 15th 
retired to his home, leaving Colonel Johnson in command at 
the Alamo, with a sufficient force to maintain it. The remain

der of the army dispersed. Thus was Texas again free from 
the footsteps of the enemy. 

We will now return to the stirring events in tho civil depart
ment of government, following tho adjournment of the consul
tation. Governor Smith, with the council, his advisers, had 
much to do, and with but slender means. Texa's was poor; 

and the truth of history is only vindicated in saying that, but 
for the means supplied by the generosity of individuals in the 

United States, she could hardly have sustained herself against 
the power of Mexico. True, her own peoplo were heroes, and 
able and willing to do all that men ever did or could do; yet 
thoy must have food and raiment, arms and munitions. The 
ravages of war had called them from their fields and shops, 
and they were producing nothing. What her wealthier citi
zens could giYe, was given freely. The people of San Angus-

* The nccount of the storming of S11n Antonjo is token from the official reports 
of General Dnrleson, of the 14th of December, 1835; of Colonel Francis W. John
son, of the snme dote; from the "Emigrnnt.'s Guide" of January 16, 1836; the 
"State Gazette" of September 1, 8, nod 15, 1840; and from the statements of 
several of those engaged in the contest. 
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tine and Nacogdoches subscribed several thousand dollars in 
money, besides provisions, horses, clothing, and whatever else 
they had. D. H. Vail, treasurer of the people of Natchitoches, 
sent on in wagons the large subscriptions of that place. Such 
was the enthusiasm there, that the Jifoxican consul. tore down 
his sign, placed his foot upon it, and declared for Texas. Mo

bile sent at one time two thousand dollars. The committee at 
Now Orleans were also sending forward repeated supplies. 
Tho receivers of public moneys in Texas promptly delivered 
over the funds to the provisional government.* 

On the 15th of November, Governor Smith sent in to the 
council his message. Re talked very plainly to the members 
of that body. He told them to commence by summoning to 
their assistance moral courage, and to throw around them the 
shield of honesty. Ile advised them to adopt the most prompt 
and energetic. measures in behalf of the army; to furnish the 

necessary provisions ; to provide for fortifying the unprotected 
seaport and frontier towns, to which end he recommended the 
formation of a corps of engineers. Ho also advised the grant

ing of letters of marque and reprisal, to blockade the ports of 
the enemy: this he believed could be done with foreign capital 
and enterprise. Ile recommended the raising of a company 
of rangers, to overawe the Indians, and preYent them from be
coming the allies of the Mexicans; also the protection of the 

cinlizcd Indians in the "just and equitable title" which they 
were generally understood to have in their lands; he recom
mended the appointment of foreign agents, to bo clothed with 
special powers to procure aid for Texas; also the establish
ment of a tariff, and the appointment of revenue-officers; also 
the regulation of the postoffice, and approving the appointment 
of John Rice Jones as postmaster-general, made by the council 

* Journal of the Council, p. 9, et seq. 
VOL. ll.-3 
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previous to the meeting of the con~ulta.tion; also the organiza

tion of the militia; the appointment of a treasure!'; and, finally, 

the location of the sent of government.* 

The council proceeded to distribute their labors by tho ap

pointment of committees on the army, navy, finances, Indian 

and f:tate affairs. Th.:-y appointed Charle:, B. Stewart f:Ccre

tary to the go,·crnor, John ,;y, Moore army-contractor, and 

Thoma!'l F . ~!'Kinney special agent to borrow one hundred thou-

1,nnd dollars on account of Texas. In this Inst act of the coun

cil, of the 24th of Xovember, appeared the first germ of dis

cord between Gornrnor Smith and that body. It will be re

membered that tho consultation, previous to its adjournment, 

had appointed ~fcq~rs. S. F. Austin, W. II. Wharton, and B. 

T. Archer, agents of Texas to proceed to the United , tatef:, 

and tranf:act ~uch hu~iucss in her behalf as might ho deemed 

ncce:-:-ary. Those agents were f:hortly to i:::et out on their mis

sion. Governor Smith deemed it improper in the council to 

anticipate the action of these agents by the appointment of a. 

special agent to do in part what they could bettor clfoct. Nev

erthelei;s, the council unanimously passed the act over his ex

cellency's veto. t 
For the further organization of the government, the council 

elected two judges for each municipality, and also commission

ers to organize the militia.+ It likewi~e elected Joshua Fletcher 

treasurer. On the ~Gth of :November, P. B. Dexter, the secre

tary of the council, rcF:ignctl, and that body chof<e E. M. Pease 

his f<UCCef:801'.u 

* Journal of the Council, p. 18. t lb., p. 60. t lb., P· 67. 

I Eli~hn .M. l'~nse, the 1,reaent WOl'lh) governor of Texas, wu from C?n• 

neclicut. Ile lrn,l eome tinte previously settl.,,l 11t Ba,trop, nnd took nn ncltve 

pnrt in the fin.t revolutionary inectinga there. Ile wna quite younJ?, but such 

waa hi• conduct nnd l'<llid worth, that he 11000 attracted the attention of the 

public. 

SOl"RCES OF RE\'E'.'.UE. 85 

On the 2ith of No,·cmber, the financial committee made an 

able report: exhibiting the resource~ of Texas. They saw 

plainly enough that money, as well as patrioth-m, was neces

sary to sustain the war. They estimated the territory of the 

province at a quarter of a million of square miles, and the pop

ulation at fifty thousand souls. They stated tl1at only ten mil

lions of acre,, of this va.~t domain was appropriated. They 

recommended a tax on this land; also a mx of one dollar per 

head on slaves. .As a more speedy and available source of 

revenue, they recommended a duty on foreign tonnage. The 

export of cotton was estimated at sixty thou;.and l,ales: the 

tonnage, they supposed, would amount to tho same. They 

proposed a duty of two and ouc eighth dollars per ton; alElo 

an export duty ou c~tton of one quarter of a cent per pound. 

They al~o recommended a. duty of fifteen to thirty per ct ntum 

on import:i. These sources of revenue would, in due time, ha,o 

an:,wered e,·ery legitimate want. But, at that moment, tho 

wants of Texas were pressing, and could not he po::;tponecl: 

hence a loan presented tbe most obviom;, nay, the only plan 

of relief.* 

~ tcphcn F. Austin reached San Felipe on tho ~0th of -.,.o

vcmber. On the following day ho prcf:ented his rc:;pccl~ to 

tho govemor antl council, and awaited only his im,tructions to 

depart for the United States. The imhjcct of hb in,-tructions 

had some time before been brought to the notice of the council 

by GoYeruor Smith, hut still they ,1 ore not prepared. On tho 

4th of December, ho again reminded them that ovorything de

pended on the do:patch of these agents, and urged them to 

suspend other IJusincE:; till tlie instmction.; were made out. .At 

le1wth on the Gth of Decemhe1·, the council, hy an oruinaucc, 
:, ' 

authorized the governor to give the nccC:!'-ary inl-ltrnctions. In 

• Journnl of the Council, p. 63. 
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the meantime, William II. Wharton declined the appointment 

of commissioner, prefer~~ng a position in the army; but his 

services as an agent were deemed too important, and he was 

finally induced to go.* The commissione~ shortly afterward 

set out for the United States. Before lea.Ying, howe,er, they 

made an application to General Ilouston to appoint two agents 

to proceed to Xew Orleans, to procure provisions, ammunition, 

&c. ; they heing subject to the direction of the commissioner:;. 

They recommended the names of A. Huston and John A. 

Wharton for this trmit. Accordingly, on the 8th of December, 

General Houston appointed the agents named.t 

About this time the Texans received the news of the unfor

tunate result of an expedition fitted out at Xew Orleans against 

Tampico. It was gotten up under the auspices of General 

:Mexia, one of the republican officers in Mexico, who abandoned 

Santa Anna when the latter declal'ed for the centralists. ~1cxia 

ad,ised tho expedition, and declared the capture of Tampico 

tho most fatal blow that could be given to the operations of 

Santa Anna against Texas. Some liberal contributions had 

been giYen to the cause by perso11s in ,.cw Orleans; the schooner 

"Mary Jane'' was chartered, and on the 6th of November, 

1835, she sailed for Tampico, having on board some one hun

dred and thirty men. Two thirds of these were Americans, 

tho others mostly French and Germans. There is little doubt 

that roost of tho men were deceived as to their destination, but 

supposed they were sailing to Texas as emigrants. The ves

sel proceeded on her voyage until the 12th, when it was made 

known to those not in the secret that there was on board the 

craft a general with his staff, whose design was to act in con-

* Journal of lbe Council, p. 108. 
t Auatin and Archer to Hou!ton, December '1, 1885. Orden lo A, Huston 

and John A. Wharton, December 8, 1886: MSS. 
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cort wilh the Texans, and he desired them to join him. Tho 

land lieing then in sight, o.nd the vessel standing in, it was an

nounced that they were before Tampico. Through the instru

mentality of Captain Ilawkins,* an aid to ~Iexia some wero 

induced to join him. Tho schooner was taken /n tow hy a 

steambon.t, but they soon ran aground, when, night coming on, 

they found the water breaking over the vc:;sel. They succeed

ed, however, ~n getting to the shore, on which they all safely 

landed that mght and the following morning. The fort at the 

liar, after a i;light conflict surrendered to Mcx1·a -1 1i· , , anu 1s com-

mand were then occupied in drying their clothing. On un

day evening, tl10 15th, arms wore placed in the hands of the 

~assengers. It was expected that the Mexicans would rally 

m large numbers around the standard of )Icxia, but in this 

they wore greatly deceived. The cry of " Vim &uzta Anna 
' 

Y mveron los cst,w~geros !" was alone heard in the streets. 

Their main dependence was upon this expected native force; 

bu~ only fifty ~Iexicaus joined them. 80, Lcing thus disap

pom tcd, they foiled in their enterprise. General ~Icxia and a 

portion of his ;;mall force e;.;caped in a vcssul to tho Brasos. 

Thirty-o~c _were captm·ed, of wl1om three died in the hospital ; 

tkc rema.mmg twenty-eight were condemned by a court-martial 

and i;hot at Tampico, on the 14th of December following.t ' 

* Ch ,rles ~11wl<in•, at an early age, went into tho UniteJ S:at.!s navy where 

hf wns nppmmed mid•hipman, nn.1 lhen lieutenant. Resi"'nt'o" 1,:. co ' • • 
d · , h :\1 • . .. ., = mm1,s1on 

urn•~ t e «-x1can Revolution, he ent.ere.l the naval service of that couotr 

ao,d ~c~ame II terr~r lo the Spnoifth shipping in the W,•st lndit•a. After u:; 
lrcnlJ of C',ordovo, 1n 1821, he re11ign"'l his commi n in the "ex'ica • 

d b • -" • n service 

an ecame cnptarn of a steamboat on lho Chattnhoochie river. When th~ 

Texno w~r broke out. he came to ~ ew Orlenne and joined Oeueral ;\lexia. Af. 

t~r the d1sa lroug Tampico exr dition, he came with :llexia ta Tcxu, br7ugin,., 

the torn Tampico flag, and joined the army before s110 Antonio just aft.er th: 

surrenuer of Co,. 'l'his aamo torn flng wns afwrwnrJ Jisplny~J while lhe Texan 

anny wa., at Groce'io, but wa, wou remove,!, ns 0111ino1<1. -11 legraph, Srptwibrr 

8, 1838. 
t EdwarJ, p. 262, ct 1tq.; Kennedy, vol. ii., p. 151. 
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.A.mono- the Mexi~an population of Texas there was a want 
0 . . 

of union. The most of them were in fa\'or of the constitution 
of 1824, but a difl'erence of race and treatment induced many 

of them to side with the enemy. John N. Seguin, of an an

cient Mexican family residing on the riYer, a few miles below 
San .\.ntonio, at the head of a company of rancheros, joined 
the 'l'cxan standard in October, 1835; and was of much scr
Yicc, especially in giYing notice of the designs of the enemy. 

Colonel Jose Maria Gonzales, a Mexican of distinction and 
influence, anu formerly of the army of Mexico, applied for lea.Ye 
to enter the Texan service, with a number of his countrymen. 

The permission was granted, and an outfit of five hundred d~l
lars was voted him from the humble treasury of the republic. 
Ile issued a stirring address to his people, which had the good 
effect of drawing out some, and neutralizing others.* Colonel 
Sandoval, who had been so handsomely captured at Goliad by 
Collingsworth, also applied for permission to join the Texan 
army; hut the council, deeming him too recent a convert to be 
intmstcd with arms in their ranks, ordered that he and those 
captured with him should be sent to San Augustine for safe 

keeping : for want of means, howe,·er, they were not sent. 
As early as the month of November, the enemy had upon the 

Texan coast the" Bravo" and" Montezuma," two small vesscls

of-war, charged with the importation of recruits and stores for 
'l'cxas. These vessels were quite annoying to the revolution
ists, a.nd eflorts were made to fit out like armed vessels to repel 
them. On one occasion, the schooner " Hannah Elizabeth," 

* ~ldl'css of Gonzales, December 10, 1835: "M?icanos," sny~ he, "la voz de 
Libcrtad sali6 de entre las ruinas en que la perfid,a mas maud,ta sep11ltara la 
c<m•lit ,teion de n1teslra patria. E1l Tejas se ha lremolado el estarularte de la fed; 

· l 11 ·'J·08 .1. u,.;1·co no p1tede1l ser inde•ere,!tos a tan aug,.sto reclamo. erac1on, y os ,. ac -"'', 'J
0 

It would hnve been well had Gouznlcs sustained this sentiment. We shall hear 
of him ngain in lhe feckral cnmpnign of 1839. 
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freighted with cannon, arms, and ammunition, intended for the 
Texan service, and au adventure of goods and provisions be
longing in part to Peter Kerr, sailed from New Orleans for 
Matagorda. Kerr was himself on board, as were likewise Jose 
M. J. Carbajal and Fernando de Leon, the latter two having 
charge of the other freight. Sho was discovered, pursued, and 
run aground, at Pass Cavallo, by the Bravo. In the chase she 
had thrown overboard her cannon and ammunition. She was 
boarded by a prize-crew, consisting of Lieutenant Mateo and 
eleven men, from the Bravo; and Carbajal, De Leon, and some 
others, were transferred as prisoners to that vessel. Shortly 
after, the Bravo was driven off by a norther. In a day or two 
afterward, the citizens of Matagorda, having received notice of 

I 

the wreck, purchased and armed the schooner "William Rob-
bins," placed her under the command of Captain Hurd, and, 
with a small force on board, commanded by Captain S. Rhoads 
Fisher, retook the stranded vessel, and made the prize-crew 
prisoners. This was all very well; but they went further, and 

appropriated to themselves the goods and provisions, allowing 

Kerl' to retain his part on payment of half their value ! But 
Kerr, being unable to do this, got none.'❖ Governor Smith, 
being duly advised of these proceedings, took occasion, in a 

special message, to reprehend them severely. 

* Fisher's stnteruent, December 1'7, 1835. Poor Kerri this was but the be 
giuning of his troubles. Ile wns shorUy afterward, greatly against his will, 
mnde to play n congpicuous pnrt in the Texan Revolution, as we shall see. It 
is only a short time since he received from the United States treasury, und~r 
the a wnrd of the "mixed commission," some remuneration for his adventure on 
the "Hnnnnh Elizabeth." 

• 
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CIIAPTER II. 

A-: the beginning of the Texan Revolution, the country was 

unusually well represented by men of talents. In proportion 

to the population, few countl'ies ever equalled it. The stirring 
events in prospect, offering a fine field for ambition and adven
ture, bad drawn many hither. Soon after the organization of 
the provisional government, and even during the sitting of the 
consultation at San Felipe, some discontent was manifested by 
those who did not obtain what they claimed as their share in 
the distTibution of offices. To such a height did this feeling 
rise, that an open rupture was threatened. On one occasion, 
a desperado entered tho council-ball, while the council was in 
session, and ordered tho members to dissolve and go home. 
But, on the 19th of December, a more serious movement was 
made. A meeting was called at San Felipe, at which Wylie 
Martin presided. Mosely Baker introduced a series of resolu
tions, declaring tho existing authorities not equal to tho crisis; 
that tho officers and the members of the ·council were worthlesa 
and imbecile; and that it was necessary forthwith to reorgan
ize the government and give it a more energetic administration, 
in order to sa,e the country from ruin. This was tho substance 
of the resolutions, which were supported by the mover in an 
eloquent speech of an hour-for he was one of the most able 
a.swell as restless and ambitious m~n in Texas. The effect of 
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the speech was manifest : tho concourse wavered, and the con
tinuance of the government seemed doubtful. 

Sam Houston replied to Baker, and answered his objections 
to the existing government. He said be was astonished to 
hear such a manifestation of discontent at a time when tho 
least division in their ranks would be fatal to their cause and 
the cause of liberty; that it was true their temporary system 
of government was not perfect in all its parts, yet it would an
swer the present emergency; and he could not but denounce 
as a fratricide and miscreant any one ~vbo, at a period so criti
cal, would interpose an obstacle to the authorities then in 
power. This was followed by strong personal allusions. At 
the close of the discussion, the mov~r of the resolutions tore 
them up, declaring that be washed his hands of the whole 

matter.* 
General Ilouston had remained at San Felipe, to give aid 

and advice in organizing the army, and in ·framing such meas
ures as were intimately connected therewith. Among these 

were-an ordinance to establish a corps of rangers; an ordi
nance to raise a regular army ;t an ordinance to regulate tho 
militia; an ordinanco appointing a commissary ;:j: and ordi
nances to purchase munitions, provisions, clothing, &c., for the 
army and the defence of the coast, II The regular army was to 
consist of eleven hundred and twenty men, to be enlisted for 
two years, or during the war. After the passage of this law, 
and the appointment of the necessary officers, the commander
in-chief despatched the latter on recruiting-service to the differ
ent points; notifying them that each enlisted soldier should be 
entitled, in addition to tho pay and rations allowed by the Uni
ted States, to a bounty of six hundred and forty acres of land. 

* St..atement of Dr. B. B. Goodrich: MS. "F.migrant'a Gui<le," Jan. 2, 1880. 
t Ordet· and Decree, p. 20, et aeq. i Ib., p. S2. f lb., p. 34, et seq, 
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The recruiting-officers were to report at headquarters by tho 

25th of February following:>:• General Ilouston then issued a 

proclamation, calling for aid, and reciting the past events and 
the then present condition of Texas and her wants.t Gov

ernor Smith, on the 16th of December, ordered him, as soon 

as circumstances would permit, to establish his headquarters 

at Washington, on the Drasos, until further orders, and to ex

urt ltis efforts to organize the army ; but circumstances pre

vented his departure until the 25th of December. 
The news of the first successes at San Antonio, and a call 

for immediate supplies of men and munitions, was met by the 

governor and council with a corresponding spirit. Thomas J. 
Rusk and J . W. Fannin were appointed-the first to proceed 

east, the other west of the Trinity-to collect reinforcements, 

to purchase and procure ammunition, provisions, and other 

necessaries, with power to press such articles as were needed 

by the lJm;iege1·s.:j: Those agents immediately set out in the 

discharge of their duties, but victory anticipated them; though 

the fruit of their labors was still necessary for the army. 

On tho return of General Mexia from his unfortunate expe

dition to Tampico, he applied to the provisional government to 

assist him in an expedition to the interior of Mexico, with the 

view of carrying the war into tho enemy's country. The coun

cil passed an ordinance, directing William Pettus, contractor 

for the volunteer army, with tho advice of Thomas F. M'Kin

ney, t.o make the necessary provisions for General Mexia, and 

that the latter report his plan to the provisional government, II 

The governor vetoed tho resolution, informing the council lhat 

he had no confidence whatever in the co-operation of General 

* S. llouston to Captain A. Turner, December 6, 1835: Ms. 
t Appendix No. 1.-Docnment Ii. 
t Resolution or December 10, 1835. 
q Ordiounces or Council, December 6, 1836, p. 5'1. 
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Mc:i-.ia; that lie had uo doulJt of his intention to make a de

scent on the seaports west of Texas, for the purpose of robbing, 

in order to recruit his own desperate fortunes, but ho could 

see no vossil>le good that would result therefrom to Texas ; 

that it would be unwise to incur the expense of fitting him out, 

without any guaranty, or control over his conduct, or even 
knowing his plans : in short, the governor thought it bad pol

icy to fit out or trust Mexicans in any matter connected with 

the interests of Texas; for, in the end, he was satisfied they 

would prove inimical and treacherous."· 'rhc council, however, 
passed the ordinance, notwithstanding the veto, and a copy 

was despatched to General Mexia. Dut in a short time after

ward they passed a resolution requesting his co-operation with 

the army before Bexar, and sent him notice thereof. Ile was 
t]Jen at Columbia, and declined joining tho Texans before Bex

ar-stating that he could not risk w,s military character l>y 

taking a command under the provisional government of Texas, 

as Viesca was not governor. Ho stated that his plan was to 
go to Copano, and join to his force two hundred Mexicans then 

at ralo Blanco; and thence take Matamoras, ff possible. This 

response served much to moderate the ardor of the council, 
and they gently withdrew their aid from General Mexia. t 

'l'hus Texas was finally rid of a man of more pretension than 

worth, and whose indecision might have endangered hor high 

purposes. 

A difference between the governor and council has already 

been intimated. The origin and progress of this difference, so 
painful and destmctive in its consequences, require a special 

notice. Dr. J ames Grant, it will be remembered, origiuated 

the project of an expedition to Matamoras. Ilis do111icil was 

in Coahuila, where he bad a splendid estate. Ile had neYer 

* Journul of the Council, p. 132. t lb., pp. 1'14, 196. 
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resided in Texas ; it was not his home. IIis feelings, his in 

terests, and his efforts, were all in favor of the old union of 

Conhuilo. and Texas. True, he was at the siege of San Anto

nio, and fought gallantly there, and was severely wounded on 

the first day; but he fought against Cos, who bad driYen him 

from the legisiative ball of Monclova, and not fo~ the cause 

and 1·ight of Texas. Ile therefore had a motive in carrying 

the war to Matan1ora!l, and thence into the interior of ::'i!exico, 

that he might return to his princely domains at Parras. Among 

the volunteers and adventurers at San Antonio 110 was inces

santly painting in lively colors the rich spoils of Tamaulipas, 

New Leon, Coahuila, and San Luis Poto,-i, the facility of the 

descent, the cowardly natw·e of the inhabitants, and the charm

ing beauties of the valleys of the San Juan, the Sabinas, and 

the Santander. 
This was enough: th~ bold and fiery spirits who had just 

driven twice their number from the strong walls of Bexar and 

the Alamo, were ready to go. They wanted but a leader and 

a cause. The aut~ority of Texas was invoked.* The gov

ernor was prudent, and preferred to follow the landmarks laid 

down by the consultation. The council was otherwise. This 

body, changing almost daily, contained but few of the original 

member:,, and the change bad not been for the better, in either 

wisdom or integrity. They had ceased to feel any responsi

bility for their official conduct. 

The council had created the office of judge-advocate-general, 

and had elected D. C. Banett, one of their own body, to fill it. 

They had also chosen Edward Gritton to the office of collector 

of revenue for the important port of Copano. Governor , mith 

refusetl to ratify these appointments, and, in his message of 

the 17th of December, gave his reo.sons. In regard to Gritton, 

,. Appendix X o. !.-Document No. 16. 
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he said it was well known that he first made his appea ance in 

Texas as the secretary and travelling-companion of Colonel 

Almonte, who was an a.vowed spy, sent to Texas by Santa 

Anna; that Gritton was an Englishman, and by adoption and 

long residence a Mexican, allied to the enemy by affinity and 

commerce ; that be had never joined th'e Texan army, and the 

governor had c.cr considered him a. spy, and hoped the coun

cil would make a. better selection. As to D. C. Barrett, he 

was infinitely more sc,·ere. He alleged that be had forged an 

attorney's license, in North Carolina; that he had taken fees 

on both sides of a cause as an attorney ; that he had passed 

counterfeit money knowingly; that he bad embezzled the funds 

furnished himself and Gritton as an outfit, when sent on an 

emhassy to Cos, the previous summer, without going to their 

intended destination, or reporting their proceedings. These 

wer_e some of the caustic charges preferred by his excellency 

agamst one of the leading ~embers of the council. They were 

scandalous if true, and more so if false. Ile not only gave 

them as reasons for refusing to commission the nominee, but 

~sked the council to fix a day for the proof of the charges, and 

it should be made, in order to expel the obnoxious member.* 

The council sustained their member: they declared that the 

goveruor hatl no right to object to their appointments; that 

tho charges against Barrett were partly beyond their jurisdic

tion-the others they denounced as untrue; and required the 

go,·crnor forthwith to issue commissions to the two nominees. 

Thu~ th_e contest became personal; antl the council, already 

enthu~1ast1c on the subject of the lfatamorns expedition, began 

to devise ways and means to carry it on without tho concur-

* J hav~ before me the original mc•snge, eudo~ed by the secretary, "read in 

secret ee!llion,_ Deeem b~r 20, 1836, and ordered to be placed on file, and not en

lkre<l ~u the J°'1rnala of the house. December 25, 18S6." &e Journal of the 

Council, pp. 205, 206. 
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rcncc or aid of tho governor. Two members of tho military 

commiltce engaged in a correspondence with tho most achen

turous spirits at Bexar, to start tho enterprise thore:x- This, 

added to the influence and eloquence of Dr. Grant, soon re

sulted in an organized plan. 

After the capture of Bexar, tho troops, basing nothing to 

<lo, became restless; and it was deemed necessary, in rmlor to 

retain the ,oluntcers, that they should be cugage<l in some en

terprise. On the 20th of Dooemhcr, there were about four hun

dred men at Bexar, S0\'0nty at Washington, eighty at Goliad, 

and two hundred at Yolasco, making a total of seven hundred 

and .fifty men-hosidcs several companies who wore on their 

march to the different places of rendezvous. t 
Before detailing further tho movements in Texas, we will 

refer to those of tho enemy. General Cos retreated to Laredo, 

where he was shorUy afterward joined by General 8esma with 

a thousand infantry and fi.e hundred cavalry. .Another army 

was concentrating at San Luis Potosi, to be commanded hy 

Santa A.nna in person. Tho news of tho foll of Bexar had as

tonished and united :Mexico. All parties became cager to wipe 

from tho Mexican eagle the stain inflicted hy tho surrender of 

Cos. Tho lotter of Grant, of tho 13th of November, had al

ready roached the country of tho enemy, and preparations were 

making at ::\fatamoras, uuuer tho command of General Unea, 

not only to defend that place, but to advance upon Goliad. The 

Texans were, ho\vovor, unadvised of these preparations. 

On the 17th of Dcccrnhor, Go.crnor Smith directed the com

mander-in-chief to make a demonstration upon Matamoras ; or 

at least to secure Copano, and hara~s the enemy in that direc

tion. Houston, on tho same day, issued an order to Colonel 

James Bowie, then at Goliad, to proceed to raise, if possihle, 

• Appendix Xo. !.-Document No. 16. t Journal of the Co11ncil, p. 203. 
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a sufficient force, and march upon Matamoras; hut, if ho could 

not succeed in that enterprise, at least to secure and hold tho 

most eligible point on the frontier, and use all the means in his 

power to annoy the enemy. Bowie was selected for this expe

dition because of his distinguished Yalor and prudence, his ac

curate knowledge of tho country, and also of the people among 

whom he was to march; lint, as it happened, the order did not 

reach Colonel Bowie, as ho left Goliad for Bexar a short time 

before it arri,·ed at tlio former: place.* 

T110 intended expedition against :Matamoras was based en

tirely upon tho expected co-operation of tho Mexicam; ·; and 

their support at least depended upon Texas remaining true to 

the constitution of 1824. This was impossiule: the scones of 

Concepcion and San .Antonio had entirely destroyed the last 

feeling of regard for that celebrated document. Tho cry of 

"ludependenee !" had already made itself hoard in the settle

ments, and eve1-y day its Yoice grew stronger. It was idle to 

suppose for a moment that tho Mexicans in the interior of the 

confederacy would assist Texas iu breaking the shackles that 

bound her to them. 

Captain Philip Dimit, in command at Goliad, on the 2d of 

December wrote a strong letter in fornr of tho expedition to 

Matamoras, promising the co-operation of the republicans of 

Tarnaulipas : yet, ~o sudden was tho change of feeling that 
011 

the 20th of that month the troops and people of Goli~d, with 

Captain Dimit at their head, affirmed tlieir independence and 

publis~c~ a solemn declaration to that effect! In that' racy 

and spmtctl document they disclaim all hope of co-operation 

from any portion of the ~fcxicans, and fully cxhihit the tone 

of the Texans at that time. "We have indulged sympathy," 

say they, "for tho condition of many whom we vainly flattered 

* .Appenclix No. 1-Documenta Xos. S ancl !G. See nl,o Arpen,lix No. Jl 
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our,-elves were opposed, in common with their adopted breth

ren to the extension of military domination to tho domain of 

Te;a.s, But the siege of Bexar has di::;solYed the illusion. 

Nearly all their physical force was in the line ~f the ene~y, 

and armed with rifles. Seventy days' occupation of Gohad 

has also abundantly demonstrated the general diffusion among 

the creole population of a like attachment to the institutions 

of their ancient tyranb. Intellectually enthralled, and stran

gers to the blessings of regulated liberty, the only phil~nthropic 

ser,ice which we can ever force on their acceptance 1s that of 

example. In doing this, we need ;wt e.rpect or ei·e11 !lope for 

their co-operation." 
They despatched their declaration to every municipality in 

Texas, and also to the council at San Felipe. In the latter 

bouy it was referred to tho committee on tho judiciary and 

affairs of state, who reported (and tho report was adopted by 

the council) that tho declaration was premature; that it jcop

arded tho community, and tended to destroy the government.* 

The council succeeded in brwing its further circulation sup

pressed. Thus they endeavored to re«train the feeling of in

dependence tho.t had already occupied tho public mind. 

During tho stay of the commander-in-chief at San Felipe, and 

while waiting for certain documents relative to tho organization 

of tho army, ho was engaged in placing troops and pro,isions 

at proper points. Colonel .A. Iluston, tho qnartcrmastcr~gen

eral, having boon despatched to Now Orleans, he appomtcd 

Lieutenant William Eaton as~istaut. quartcrma::iter-gcncral, and 

directed him to take post at Y claoco, and notify all troops ar

riving at tho mouth of tho Brasos, if they came in armc~ vc~

scls, 00 proceed to Cop:mo, and take po::iition at Refugio ; if 

the vessels should not be armed, then to lo.nd at Matagorda, 

• Journal of the Council, p. 259. 
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and proceed by land to Goliad::; Ile addressed like instruc

tions to the Texan military agents at New Orleans in regaru 

to tho shipment of provisions.t Tims ho was concentrating 

his forces on the frontier at Refugio antl Goliad, and storing 

provisions and munitions at Copano and lratagorda. At the 

same time, A. G. Kellogg, as.~istant quartcrrnaster-gcncral, wa., 

stationed at Gaines's fcny, 011 tho Sabine, with directions to 

furnish supplies to volunteers coming by lan<l.:j: Liouteno.nt

Coloncl James C. Neill was ordered to take command of tho 

town and distt-ict of Bexar, and to superintend tho rccruiting

i:ervicc at that station. II Colonel William D. Travis, of the 

fir•t regiment of hfantry, was ordc1'cd to Sau Felipe, to re

cruit ; and Colonel J. W. Fannin was ordered to Y clasco for a 

like purpose, and also to take tho command there. 

On the 25th of December, tho commander-in-chief removed 

his headquarters to Washington. Ilere ho mot Colonel Wyatt 

with two companies of volunteers, numbering eighty men, from 

tho state of Alabama. About the same time arrived at Sau 

Felipe ~Injor William Ward, of tho state of Georgia, with throe 

companies, comprising a hundred and twelve men. They were 

ordered to tho wost.§ Captain Ira Westover was ordered to 

Goliad, to rclic.c Captain Dimit. 

On the 30th of December, General Ilou~ton wrote to Colo

nel Fannin, imfonning him that all volunteers wore ordered to 

Copano, there to remain until they had orders to advance; and 

directing that no campaign be undcrtakeu without orders; that 

he would be there by the earliest moment at which the cam-

* Houston to Ei\ton, December 21, 1635: M.-l. 

t Harne to D. D. M'Comb, A. Houston, and John A. Wharton, December 18, 

1S35: )b. 

i S,une to K, llogg, December 21, 1835: MS. • 

I :-ame to Xeill, December 21, 1~36: JIIS. 

~ Go..-crnor i:-ruith to llouatoo, December 31, 1835 : MS. Capt.oin Irwine to 

ume, D~cember 23, 1835: 111$. 

VOL. lI.-4 
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The latter ha,·ing concurred in the resolutions,* they were 
taken up for consideration; but, for want of a quorum, they 
were not immediately acted on. In the meantime, Colonel 
James Bowie exhibited to the council his orders of the 17th 
of December, 1835, and took lea,e of them. This body in~mc
diately appointed a committee to wait on him, and obtam a 
copy of his orders, which copy was obtained and filed.t 

At length, on the 7th of January, 1836, Colonel F. W. Jo~
son having declined to participate in the :Matamoras e~p~di
tion, the council unanimously adopted resolutions appomtlhg 
J. W. Fannin agent to raise, collect, and concentrate, at or as 
near the port of Copano as convenience and safety woul~ ~d
mit all volunteer troops willing to enter into an expedition 
ag~nst Matamoras, wherever they might be found, at ~he mouth 
of the Brasos, city of Bexar, or elsewhere-whether m Texas, 
or arriving in Texas ; and, when thus collected and concen
trated, to report either to the commanding general, or to tho 

. h • ht efier 1 Ile was further em-govcrnor, or council, as e m1g pr • . . 
powered to call upon any public agent for proV1s10ns, stores, 
&c. ; also to borrow not exceeding three thousand dollar~ at 
a rate of interest not above ten per cent. ; and also, on the con

centration of said forces, to hold an election for a command~r 
and other officers ; that, when all this should be done, the said 
agent, if he deemed it practicable to take said place, should 
make a descent upon Matamoras or such other plo.ce as he 
might deem proper. To carry these powers into _executi~n, 
J. W. Fannin was authorized at pleasure to appomt spe~ial 
agents under him, and give them such power as he might tbmk 

pl·opcr, not exceeding his own.f 

* Journal of the Council, pp. 262, 263. 
t lb., p. 266_ Appendix No. I.-Document No. 8. 
t Journal of the Council, p. 2~3. 
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The second article of the organic law of the 13th of Novem
ber, under the military head, declared that the major-general 
should be commander-in-chief of all the forces called into pub
lic service during the war; he to be subject to the orders of 
the governor and council. Tho ordinance thus appointing 
Colonel Fannin to this agency was therefore a clear violation 
of the organic law. It excluded the commander-in-chief and 
also the governor from the command or control of this expedi
tion. Calling him an agent, did not alter his functions; and 
authorizing him to report alone to the council, was a virtual 
usurpation of the authority gi,·en to the governor and the com
mander-in-chief. .And the further authority given to Colonel 
Fannin, to delegate his power~ to other agents, was a consum
mation of folly. The fruits of such an cxp_edition, raised under 
such auspices, might be foreseen. The council was aware of 
the governor's opposition to its views, and endeavored to carry 
them out without. his consent. To obtain the " Invincible," 
and get his sanction to the ordinance for that purpose, the 
council represented that the Mexican vessel, the" Montezuma," 
was in Galveston bay, and required the immediate use of that 
ship to drive it out or take it. 

.At length, the governor received a communication from Colo
nel Neill, commandant at Bexar, informing him of the defence
less and destitute condition of that place, caused by the action 
of Dr. Grant and bis followers before their departure for Matr 
amoras. Ile despatched a message to the council, on tho 9th 
of January, full of bitterness and reproaches. Ile charged 

that body with acting in bad faith, and some of the members 
with positive corruption and dishonesty. "Look around upon 
your flock," said his excellency, with more feeling than good 

taste; "your discernment will easfly detect tho scoundrels ... 
. ... Let the honest and indignant part of your council driYe 
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the wolrns out of the fold." With such cpil11cts as these did 

he regale them, and concluded his message by ai,suri11g them 
that, unless they publicly retracted their error, all intercourse 

between them would cease at twelve o'clock the next day." 
The governor was very deliberate in sending this message. 

He notified the council beforehand, and requested that it might 
be read in secret session. As soon as the message was read, 
a committee of five was appointed to take that document into 

consideration; and Licutenant-Go,ernor Robinson was deputed 
to confer with the goYernor, and endea,or to produce a recon
ciliation. No agreement haYing taken place, the committee 
reported strongly on the 11th, and their report and resolutions 

were unanimously adopted. They resolved that the governor 
be forthwith ordered to cease the functions of his office, and be 
held to answer to the general council upon certain charges, a 
copy of which was to be- furnished him in twenty-four hours; 
that all public functionaries be notified of his deposition ; and, 

in short, that his message be returned to him, with a copy of 
their proceedings thereon. Thus was brought to a crisis the 
quarrel between tbe governor and his council. The council 
was guilty of usurpation, and the governor of great imprudence. 
The disagreement was not only ruinous to Texas in her then 

critical condition, but was well calculated to bring her into 

public scandal and reproach among civilized nations. 
On the 6th of January, Governor Smith ordered the com

mander-in-chief "to repair to Bexar, or such other point on 
the frontier as he might deem most eligible, and eslaulish his 

headquarters; also to establish such subordination, and place 
tho army in such· situation, as to commence actiYe operations 

hy the earliest day possible; and, in the meantime, to annoy 
and injure the enemy as much as circumstances would permit." 

* Journnl of the Council, p. 291. 
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In pursuance of this command, Houston on the same day issued 

an order, directing all the troops on the frontier to hold them
selves in readiness to march against the enemy at the earliest 
notice; at tho same time the requisite supplies were ordered 
to Copano. After appointing Colonel Travis superintendent 
of the recruiting-service, and requesting the attendance of Colo
nels Thomas J. Rusk, J. K. Allen, and A. Ilorton, at head
quarters, the commander-in-chief set out for the west on the 
8th of January. 

The quarrel between the go,crnor and his council gave rise 
to two parties, and other questions tbat came up in tho affairs 
of the country were seized upon and made instrumental to party 
,icws. The council had called a meeting of the con,ention, to 
assemble at Washington, on the 1st day of March/ and had 
fixed the 1st of February as the time for the election of dele
gates thereto. The anticipated action of the convention was 
a subject of warm discussion between tho citizens and the can
didates. Those who favored the Matamoras campaign, natu
rally fell into the opposition to a declaration of iudcpcndcuco, 
as that step would cut off all hope of co-operation on the part 
of the :Mexicans west of the Rio Grande. General Ilonston, 
preYious to his departure for the western frontier, expressed 
himself fully on that point. " I now feel coufi<lcnt," says he, 
"that no further experiment need be made, to convince us that 
there is but one course left for Texas to pursue, and that is, an 
unequivocal declaration of iudependcnce, and the formation of 
a constitution, to be submitted to the people for thoii· tojoction 

or ratification."t 
IL is, however, proper to state that other gentlemen of high 

respectability and influence in Texas took a different Yiew of 

* Orders nnd Decrees, p. 7 6. 
t Snm Ilouston to John Forbes, January 'I, 1836. 
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the subject. The idea. of a. great republic, composed o~ tho 

eastern Mexican provinces, had got a hold on the minds of a 

large number. This scheme had taken deep root among many 

at N"acogdoches, and throughout eastern Texas. "When I 

arrived hero," says Colonel Henry Millard, in a letter dnted 

Xacogdoches, January 14, 1836, "they were in a fine state of 

,;ucces:;ful experiment, as they imagined, and, by the arrival 

of Dr. Cameron and some others from the west, new prospects 

and new views seemed to be opened to them, or at least were 

publicly expressed. Somo of those persons represented that 

Colonel I!'. W. Johnson hau marched to Matamoras at the head 

of three hundred men, who had declared for the constitution 

of 1824, and were determined not to unite with or be under 

the command of any officer appointed by the provisional gov

ernment, unless they chose to do so; and that they bad an 

understauuing with officers and influential men in three or four 

of the adjoining Mexican states, who were to meet them with 

men and money to prosecute the war: and that those states 

were to form a single grand state separate from the ~1exican 

government. This plan sq.itcd well the great land-speculators." 

These were tho sentiments of many leading men in Texas, 

and thus did they connect their views with tho Matamoras ex

pedition. General Ilouston met on tho route a letter from 

Colonel Bowie, dated tho 10th of January, informing him that 

Dr. Grant had arrived some days lJefore at Goliad, and would 

leave tho next morning (the 11th) for Matamoras. Tho delay 

of Dr. Grant appears to have been caused by the absence of 

Colonel F. W. Johnson, who had come by way of San Felipe, 

to have the expedition legalized. Ile declined going in with 

Fannin, probably beca~se he desired a more independent com

mand . At all e,·ents, his forces and those of Grant wanled 

more prh-ilcges than the law allowed them. After some hesi-
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tation, tho council ga,·e him a sort of carte blancl1e,* and he 

proceeded to join Dr. Grant. 

.At thi8 lime much dissatisfaction existed among tho volun

teer:;. Major Wyatt refused to have anything to do with tho 

expedition without orders from headquarters. Captain Dimit, 

the commandant at Goliad, was on bad terms with the volun

teers from Bexar, and for a good reason: Dr. Grant, without 

law or order, had seized his caballada of horses. The vol

unteers left at Bexar held a mass meeting on the day after Dr. 

Grant's departure, somewhat denunciatory of his course in 

jeoparding the safety of the place by taking from it two thirds 

of its defenders, and also the clothing, ammunition, and provis

ions, intended for the winter supply of tho garrison. t Colonel 

Gonzales, a former Mexican officer, but now fighting under 

Texan colors, had left Bexar about the 25th of December, with 

some one hundred men, and ha~ not since been heard from.:j: 

* Journnl of the Council, p. 316; nlso Appendix No. !.-Document No. 16. 

Extract of a Idler from Lieutennut-Oovernor Robinson, daled Jnnunry 8, 1836: 

"This momeut a letter has been receiveJ from General S. F. Austin, from Ye· 

Insco, from whicl1 point he hns ot Inst soiled. This is n long letter. Ile ndvises, 

among other things, that we form n ~late government upon the basis of the dee• 

}ft1•ation of the 7th Kovcmber last, as one of the Mexican etotes; and also lliat 

the headquarters of our ormy ought to be nt GoliRd; nod tbnt we fo1·m an aux

iliary corps to tbe ll!exicnn army under Gen,•rnl Mex in." General Austin doubt

less hnd not then been informed of the position of Texan nJfoirs and the chornc

ler of l\lexin. On the 17th of Jnnunry, be wrote to D. C. Ban-ett: "The Inst 

news from Vern Cruz nnd Tampico is, thot 'the federal porty hove united with 

Santo .Aonu ngoinst Tcxns.' This lenves us liut one cou1·se, which is, an abso

lute declnmtiou of independence. Such o measure is expected and called for 

by the people of the United State~, from one end of the Union lo the olher."

Wrillen from Xe1JJ Orlea,i.•. And, ten days before that, in a post~cript to n lelr 

tcr to Gcner,11 Ilouaton, after stnting tbnt, from the Inst nccounta from Vera 

Ci·nr, he hod lcnrned that the federnl pnrty had united with Sout.n Anon !-0 in• 

yaJe 'l'exo•, he sny,;, "Thi", of course, leaves us no remedy but one, wbicb is an 

im,rnidiale d,rforalion of independence." -.Au•lin to l1011sto11, Ja,mary 7, 1836. 

t Tel-,graph und Texas Regist-,r, January 23, 1836. 

t James Howie to Sam Houston, January 10, 1836: "~ome dark scheme hns 

\,een act on foot to disgrace our noble cause. I @hall leave with Captorn Blount 
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In addition to this desertion of Bexar, the sick and wounded 

there were left naked and hungry. 
General Ilouston, having roached Goliad on the 16th of Jan• 

uary, ordered the command of l\Iajor R. C. Morris to take up 

the lino of march for the mission of Refugio on the next day 
at ten o'clock. On the 17th, he despatched Colonel Bowie, 
with thirty men, to Bexar, with a letter to Colonel Neill, desi
ring him to demolish the fortifications at that place and bring 
off the artillery, as it would be impossible to hold the town 
with the force there::, "In an hour," says Ilouston, in a let

ter to Governor Smith of tho 17th of January, "I will take up 
the line of march for Refugio mission, with a force of about 
two hundred effocti,o men, where I will await orders from your 
excellency. I do not believe that an army of such small force 
should ad,·ance upon Matamoras, with a hope or belief that the 

Mexicans will co-operate with. us. I have no confidence in 
them. 'l'he disaster of Tampico should teach us a lesson to be 
noted in our future operations ...... I would myself have 

marched to Bexar, but the ' Matamoras fever' rages so high, 
that I must see Colonel Ward's men. You can have no idea 
of the difficulties I have encountered. Patton has told you of 
the men that make the trouble. Better materials never wore 

in ranks. The government and all its officers had been mis
represented to the army." 

It may bo proper to state that the order to Colonel Neill to 

demolish the Alamo, and retire with the artillery, was induced 

by the information received from that officer on the 17th, ad

vising of the approach of one thousand of tbo enemy to reduce 
the place. The commander-in-chief not only despatched Bowie 

in an hour, ond sbnll reach Goliad by daylight, nnd put a slop to Grant's move
ments." So wrote Bowie. 

* Order to Bowie, Jnnuory 1'1, 1886. 
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to that point, but relieved Captain Dimit from the command at 
Goliad, and ordered him to raise a hundred men, if practica
ble, and repair to 'San Antonio. Captain Wyatt was left in 
command at Goliad until he could be relie,ed by the regulars, 

when he was ordered to proceed to headquarters with the force 

under him. 
The letter to Colonel Neill was duly received by that officer; 

and, in reply, he stated that he could not remove the artillery 
for want of teams, and therefore did not demolish the fortifica
tions of the place. The volunteers at Bexar had been prom
ised their pay monthly, which not receiving, they gradually 
abandoned the service, until there were but eighty troops left. 
Governor Smith, on being informed of this fact, removed Colo
nel Travis from his position as superintendent of the recruiting
service, and despdched him, with a small force, to Bexar. 
Shortly after his arrival, Colonel Neill retired to his home. 

Colonel Travis called for firn hundred more troops, "mostly 
regulars." - " Militia and volunteers," said he, " arc but ill 
suited to garrison a town." Ile also asked for money, provis

ions, and clothing. "Enthusiasm," he justly remarked, "may 
keep up an army for a few days, but money, and money alone, 
will support an army for regular warfare."* Kone of these 
things had the commander-in-chief to give. The council had 
authorized Colonel Fannin to borrow money for his expedition: 

they had not applied the first dollar to the recruiting-service. 

The letters from tho recruiting-officers all complain that they 
can not succeed without funds. Colonel Travis had been im
providently remoYed from its superintendence, thus destroying 
all hope of filling the ranks of the regular army. Tile council 
had also, by its conduct, commended Dr. Grant in stripping 

the sick and wounded at Bexar of the blankets needed to co,er 

* Travis to Ilouston, January 1'7, 1836: .MS. 
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them, and, according to the account of Surgeon Pollard, of the 
medicines requisite for their recovery ! 

On the.8th of January-the day on which the commauder
in-chief set out for the west-Colonel Fannin issued a procla
mation callin(l' upon the volunteers from" Bexar, Goliad, Ve-

' b 

lasco, and elsewhere," and ordering them to rendezvous at San 
Patricio between the 24th and 27th of that month, and report 
to the officer in command. Ile himself proposed to sail with 
tho fleet from Velasco on the 18th, and inn.ted all to go on 
board who desired to keep the war out of Texas. On the 10th, 
Colonel Johnson issued a like proclamation, calling his the 
federal volunteer army, marching for the country west of the 

Rio Grande, under the flag of 1824.* 
The country between the Texan settlements and the Rio 

Grande is about one hundred and fifty miles wide, extending in 
length from the coast to the great mountains in the direction 
of Santa Fe. It i~ an undulating prairie, almost entirely des
titute of timber. The Nueces and Rio Frio furnish the only 
permanent supply of water throughout this wide waste. This 
" Zahara" formed a sort of natural barrier between the Texan 
settlements and those of Mexico on the Rio Grande. Tho 
town of Matamoras, situated on tho right bank of that river, 
a few miles above its mouth, was tho fruit of a commerce that 
bad sprung up between the United Stn.tes and the northeastern 
provinces of Mexico subsequent to the Mexican Revolution. 
The ou1y Mexican town on the left bank of the river was La
redo, situated about one hundred and twenty miles above Mata
moras. It sprang into existence in 1805, as being the crossing 
and resting place of Governor Herrera, when he brought on 
his contingent from New Leon to aid in driving General Wil
kinson from the left bank of the Sabine. 

* See both proclnmations in Foot,(', vol. ii., p. 186. 
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The Irish colony at San Patricio had pushed the Texan set
tlements along the coast to the banks of the Nueces. This 
was tho nearest point to Matamoras. But San Patricio was 
poor, and unable to furnish anything for the subsistence of an 
army. To carry on offensive operations against Mexico from 
Texas, would require a considerable capital invested in provis
ions, clothing, munitions, and means of transportation. To 

transport these articles by sea would have been quite uncer
tain, as the navigation was dangerous, and the intercourse be
tween the two arms of attack would be rare. Looking at all 
these difficulties-added to the fact, then fully ascertained, 
that Texas had no friends in Mexico-it was madness to per
severe in the expedition. 

General Ilouston, having reached Refugio, ascertained that 
there were no breadstuffs either there or at Copano, as ho had 
directed in his orders of December 30th and January 6th. He 
remained at Refugio to await the arriYal of Major Ward and 
Captain Wyatt-the latter being relieved at Goliad by Lieu
tenant Thornton and twenty-nine regulars. On the evening 
of the 20th of January, Colonel F. W. Johnson arrived at Re
fugio. On the 21st, and previous to receiving notice of his 
arrival, tho general-in-chief issued an order to organize the 
forces as they reached Refugio, agreeably to the " ordinance 
for raising an auxiliary corps" to tho army. Colonel Johnson 
then called upon him, and made known to him tho resolution 
of tho council of the 14th of January. So soon as he was 
made acquainted with the mission of Colonel Johnson, and also 
with the powers granted to Colonel Fannin, he could not be 
mistaken as to the object of the council, which was, to super
sede him. Ile also received an intimation that that body had 
deposed Governor Smith. Under these circumstances, General 
Ilouston had but one course to pursue : the management of the 
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expedition being thus taken out of his bands by the council, he 
returned to Goliad, and thence to Washington, where he made 
a full report of what had occurred to Go,ernor Smith.* As 
the consultation had created an executive and a council, to act 
until the new convention assembled, he did not see that either 
had Urn power to destroy the other. IIis reports were accord
ingly made to Governor Smith. 

The Texan commissioners to the United States concluded a 
loan on the 11th day of January, 1836, of two hundred thou
sand dollars, payable ten per cent. in cash, and the balance in 
instalments. On the 18th of January, they negotiated another 
loan of fifty thousand dollars, entirely in cash. For these suc
cesses they were indebted to Colonel William Christy, of New 
Orleans, to whom, aborn all other men out of Texas, is she 
indebted for the fa,orable prosecution of the war of indepen
dence. These funds enabled the Texan agents to throw into 
the country, at a critical moment, such supplies as kept the 

army together. t 
The consullation, on the 13th day of November, 1835, en

tered into a solemn declaration, to which each member signed 
his name, setting forth that the Cherokee Indians and their 
twelve associate bands had derived their just claims from the 
government of Mexico to the lands lying north of the San An
tonio road and the Neches, and west of the Angelina and Sa
bine rivers; that the goYernor and council, immediately on its 
organization, should appoint commissioners to treat with said 
Indians, and establish the definite boundary of their territory, 
and secure their confidence and friendship; that they would 

guai,:anty to the Indians the peaceable enjoyment of their rights 

* Appendix No. J.-Document lG. Report of January 30, 1836. 
t Copy of contract of lonn, Jnnuunry 11, 1836. Letter of Colonel Christy, 

January 18, 1836. 
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to their laLds; tbat all surveys, grants, and locations, made 
within those limits after the settlement of the Indians, are :md 
of right ought to be utterly null and void.* These were among 
the solemn pledges made by the delegates of all Texas to the 
Indians ; and in pursuance of which, as we have seen, the gov
ernor and council appointed Messrs. Houston, Forbes, and Cam
eron, to treat with them. Moreover, this became the more 
necessary, as the emissaries of Mexico were already among 
these Indians, striving to obtain their aid in the contest with 

her revolted province. 
On the return of Houston from Refugio, ho received from the 

governor a furlough till the 1st of March. In the paper (dated 
January 28) granting this, the latter says: "Your absence is 

permitted in part by the illegal acts of the council, in superse
ding you, by the mlauthorized appointment of agents to organ
ize and control the army, contrary to the organic law, and the 
ordinances of their own body. In the meantime, you will con
form to your instructions, and treat with the Indians." In 
pursuance of the commission and instructions of the governor, 
Messrs. Ilouston and Forbes proceeded to Bowles's village, and 
on the 23d day of February, 1836, entered into re treaty with 
the Indians, in accordance with the solemn declaration of the 
consultation of the 13th of November, 1835.t 

At the beginning of the year 1836, Mexico contained eight 
millions of inhabitants. Of these, four millions were Indians; 
two millions were rnestizos, or a mixture of Indians a?<l Span
iards; one million two hundred thousand were creoles of pure 
Spanish blood ; six hundred thousand were mulattoes, and a 
mixture of Indians and negroes; one hundred thousand were 

1< -Tournnl of Consultation, p. 51. 
t See the treaty, and other valuable documents connected therewi~h, in "Doc

uments on Indian Affairs, submitt,ed to the Texan Congress by the President," 
November 16, 1838. 
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negroes ; ten thousand were natives of Spain ; and the remain
der were foreiO'ners of different countries. From this it will 

0 

be seen that Indians and mestizos form tho bulk of the popula-
tion. The Indians, however, have not increased in number for 
three centuries. Were it not for her bad government, Mexico 
would be one of the most productive countries in the world. 
Sugar, coffee, cotton, wheat, maize, and, in fact, all the pro
ductions of the temperate and equatorial zones, would grow 
there in luxuriance. Ilorses, cattle, sheep, &c., of excellent 
quality, can be raised there at a trifling expense. Common 
laborers could be procured at twenty-five cents per day; me
chanics, however, received much higher wages. The pay of 
the infantry soldier was one dollar and twenty-five cents per 
day; of the cavalry, two dollars : but out of this they purchased 
their own food and clothing, the government furnishing only 
arms and ammunition. As the government sold to them their 
rations and clothes, the soldiers were generally in debt; and, 
as their supply of provisions was often deficient, they were as 
frequently compelled to make it up by robbery. Ilence the 
march of Mexican troops, even in their own country, was an

tici1:>ated with horror by the people along tho route. Such 
were the people, who, guided and stimulated by Santa Anna, 
were a!Jout to bring forth ~ll their power against the fifty thou

sand colonists who, since 1821, had been filling the extensive 

territory of Texas. 
General Santa Anna, the Mexican president, ha,ing deter

mined t~ lead the invading army in person, reached Saltillo in 
January, where for a time he made his headquarters. On tho 
first of February, he set out for the Rio Grande, by way of 
Monclova, with a force of six thousand men. Ile reached the 
river on the 12th, where he halted till the 16th, waiting for 
the troops to co~e up, and to make suitable preparations for 

SANTA ANNA'S TEXAN l'OLICY. G5 

crossing tho uninhabited prairies which lay between him and 
Bexar. While tarrying at Guerrero, he was engaged in dic
tating to the central government his views as to the policy to 
be pursued toward Texas when it should be reduced. His 
plan was as follows: to drive from the province all who had 
taken part in tho revolution, together with all foreigners who 
lived near the seacoast or the borders of the United States; 
to remove far into the interior those who had not taken part 
in the war; to vacate all sales and grants of land owned by 
non-residents ; to remove from Texas all who had come to the 
province, and wore not entered as colonists under Mexican 
rules; to dh'ide among tho officers and soldiers of the Mexican 
army the best lands, provided they would occupy them; to 
permit no Anglo-American to settle in Texas ; to sell tho re
maining vacant lands at one dollar per acre-allowing the 
French to buy only five millions of acres, tho English the same, 
the Germans somewhat more, and to those speaking the Span
ish language without limit; to satisfy the claims of the civilized 
Indians ; to make the Texans pay the expenses of the war; and 
to liberate and declare free the negroes introduced into the 
province.* 

General Jose Urrea, late governor of tho state of Durango, 
who had joined Santa Anna at Saltillo, was ordered to advance 
from that point to Matamoras, where he united his forces with 
others there awaiti1:1g him. He reached the latter place on 
the 1st of February, and remained there till the 18th. Learn
ing that Grant and Johnson were at San Patricio, with a force 
of two or three hundred men, Urrea sot out with three hun
dred and twenty infantry, throe hundred and thirty cavalry, 
and one four-pounder, in pursuit of them. After a severe 

* Snntn Annn to Tornel, Minister of War and Marine; hendqunrters, Guer
rero, Febninry I 6, 1836. 

VOL. II.-5 
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march, during which he lost six of his men, who perished with 

the cold and rain, he arrived at San Patricio on the 27th of 

Febrnary, at three o'clock in the morning.* 
The army raised by Santa Anna was not brought together 

without difficulty. The number of mules and horses for pur

poses of transport, and the great amount of baggage, were ex
traordinary. In addition to this, a great number of women 
followed tho camp ; but for what purpose they were permit

ted, unless to take care of tho plunder, we are not informed. 

Every means was resorted to in order to supply the army. 
According to a letter of Major ¼orris, an inventory of each 
p1:1rson's property wo.s taken, upon which one per cent. was de-

manded every twenty days !t 
Tho next in commanu to Santa Anna was General Vicente 

Filisola, by birth an Italian, but for many years a citizen of 

Mexico ; and, in addition, wore Generals Sesma, Gaona, Tolsa, 
Andrade, W oil, and Cos, all of whom were ordered to concen

trate ·with their commands before San Antonio. At noon, on 
the 23d of February, tho invading army reached the height 
north of the A.lazan-tho place where, twenty-three years be

fore, tho republicans under Gutierres had gained a signal vic-

tory ov-or the adherents of Spain. . 
To return to the Texans, and the steps they were takmg to 

resist this well-appointed army. At the beginning of the war 
in 1835, they bad shown remarkable zeal and activity in pro

\'iding for their dofonco ; .but, liaving driv-en the e~emy utto_rly 
out of Texas, they returned to their homes and pnvate affairs. 

The new•s of the fresh inv-asion had spread over the country; 
the officers of tho army, the go,ernor, and the council, had re-

* J)iario Militar del General Jose Urn•• durcinle la Primr:ra Oampana de 

Tejas. Durnugo: 1838. 
t Keunedy, vol. ii., p. 1'79. 
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spectively issued their proclamations, and sent forth their hand

bills ; but a lethargy had come over the people. They seemed 
to disregard all the warnings and invitations to fly to the field. 
Among tho causes to which their apathy may be attributed, 
wore-an exaggerated report of the number of volunteers that 

had already come and were on the way from tho United States; 
incredulity as to the fact of the invading army; exhaustion 
from the toils and privations of the previous year; and, finally, 
the paralyzing effect of tho quarrel between Governor Smith 
and his council. 

After the governor's suspension by that refractory body, an 
effort was made to force from him the executive records ; bu.t 
he stoutly resisted, and retained possession of them. Ile did 
what he could in tho discharge of his duties; the council did 

likewise; but there was no official intercourse between them. 
They proceeded against his secretary for contempt. The lat
ter appeared before them, and alleged° in his justification that 
the office of governor was created by the consultation, as was 
likewise the council, and that therefore he could not recognise 
any other government.* The defence, however, was of nc 
avail: they fined him twenty-five hundred dollars! In answer 
to their mandate for the papers, Governor Smith declared that 
ho would defend them with •force; and, in retaliation, sent a 
writ to tho lieutenant-governor, Robinson, for certain papers 

which ho held.t 
The two parties almost daily inflicted upon the public some 

explanation or handbill; bnt tho people, soon apprehending the 
true state of tho case, began to conclude, wHh Secretary Stew
art, that both being creatures of the consultation, neither had 
the right to dismiss the other. The council, seeing this, began 
to leave, one by one; and, from the 18th of January, they never 

* Journal of the Council, p. 838. t lb., p. 851. 
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had a quorum, until, by the meeting of the convention ir March, 

they were relieved from a natural death. 
But the fruit of this quarrel was fast ripening, and gallant 

men, who had come hundreds of miles to hold up the arms of 

Texas against a powerful enemy, were compelled first to par
take of it. As one among many instances of confusion pro

duced by this discord, John A.. Wharton, one of the military 
agents, despatched to New Orleans for provisions, having ar
rived at Velasco on the last of January with a supply, was 
ordered by Colonel Fannin to proceed with them to Copano, 
while tho commander-in-chief had directed them elsewhere ! 
"I shall await with them," writes Wharton," at Matagorda. 

I do this because I believe that, to execute your previous or
ders, and proceed to Copano, would not meet your present 
wishes. . . . . I enclose an original copy of Colonel ·Fannin's 
orders for them. I perceive that there are more commanders

in-chief than one." Thus matters stood, and for which there 
could be no relief until the meeting of the convention on the 

first of March. 
The consultation had provided that. the council should pass 

no laws, except such, as in their opinion, the emergency of the 
country required.* Besides the decree to raise a regular 
army, they passed another to organize a corps of rangers, which 
was much needed, especially on the northwestern frontier, to 

protect the country from the Camanche and other Indian tribes; 
also another, authorizing the commander-in-chief to accept the 

services of five thousand auxiliary ,olunteers; and yet another 
important act, authorizing and commissioning Thomas J. Cham

bers to raise an army of reserve. This law, accompanied by 

an advance, on the part of General Chambers, of ten thousand 
dollars in behalf of Texas, was very essential. Besides these 

* Journal of Consultation, p. 4.3. 
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provisions, they made others organizing the courts, the treas

u?' '. and the na,y; and still others in regard to the municipal 
affairs of the state-thus laying the foundation upon which 

subsequent legislative bodies have built up what is called the 
"Texas System." Taking these measures as a whole and 
looking to the circumstances under which they were frame~, the 
rule of civil polity was good. The most important duties of 
the governor and council were, to provide ways and means for 
the ~upport of the army. Ilo.d they attended more to these 
instead of interfering with the command and movement of th; 
troops, of which they were ignorant, the country would perhaps 
have suffered less, and not been witness to fields of slaughter. 
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CHAPTER III. 

WE ha,e seen the preparations of the contending forces; and 

have followed Santa Anna, with a well-appointed army, to the 

walls of Bexar, and Urrea to San Patricio. We have seen 

Travis, with some thirty men, sent by Governor Smith to the 

former place, and Bowie despatched by Ilouston with a like 

number from Goliad. One other worthy is yet lacking to take 

part in the death-struggle at the Alamo. David Crockett was 

a Tenncsseean. Ilis education, which consisted mostly in the 

fearless use of tho rifle, he had himself acquired in the then 

unsettled forests of West Tennessee. Ilaving strong natural 

powers of mind, he was elected to the state legislature, and 

subsequently as ropresentati,e to Congress. But he did not 

comprehend the machinery of tho federal government. Tho 

rules of Jefferson's manual were to him as mysterious as the 

Delphian oracle. Ilcncc his efforts in the house of represen

tatives wore abortive, and so notoriou:,ly so, that he was not 

returned. 'l'be struggle then pending in Texas was more to 

his taste, and he came to take part in it. 

Don Augustine ·viesca and his secretary, Don Irala, having 

made their escape from Mexico, sought an asylum in Nacog

doches. They were received by the citizens with open arms, 

not only because of their adherence t~ republican principles, 

but because of the high offices they held in the late government 

DAVID CROCKETT-DECLARATION OF INDEPE!\'DENCE. 7l 

of Coahuila and Texas. A sumptuous table was spread for 

them in the large hall of Major Nixon, and they had sat down, 

with the citizens, on the 5th of January, 1836, to partake of 

it. It was then announced that David Crockett had arrived 

in town, on his way to the Texan army. .A. committee was 

forthwith despatched to wait on him and bring him to the 

feast. Ilis appearance in the hall was greeted with three 

hearty cheers. Ile added greatly to the pleasure of the com

pany by his numerous and quaint stories.¥.· Having declared 

his intention to become a citizen of Texas, he prncccded to the 

office of Judge Forbes, to take tho oath of allegiance. He re

fused, howe,cr, to subscribe to it, until that clause requiring 

him to '' bear true allegiance to the provisional government of 

'l'cxas, or any future government that might be thereafter de

clared," was so interlined as to make it road " any future 

republican go,e~·nmcnt. "t . Ila,ing settled these 1,oin ts, ho set 

out with a few companions for the scat of war, and reached 

the .A.la1uo in time to reap a rich harvest of its glory and blood. 

Before proceeding to narrate the stiri-ing military e,ents in 

the west, it is proper that we should witness the birth of the 

new republic; for, up to the 2d day of ~larch, 1836, every offi

cer was bound by his oath, and both officers and citizens by 

allegiance, to the Mexican federal constitution of 1824. 

'l'hc Texan convention met on Tuesday, the 1st day of March, 

at Washington, on the Brasos, and organized by electing Rich

:.u-d Ellis president, and II. S. Kimball secretary. On the fol

lowing day the delegates solemnly declared the political con

nection of Texas with )Icxico for e,cr at an end, and, as the 

rcpretientative~ of the people of Texas, conslitutcd her a free, 

sornreign, and h°DEPEXDEm REPUllLIC, fully iin·e;;tcd with all 

the rights and attribute;; which properly belong to independent 

* "Ernigrnot's Guide," January 16, 1830. t Kennedy, vol. ii., p. 192. 



72 IlISTORY OF TEXAS. 

nations. The causes set forth in that document, as producing 
the separation, were truthful enough, and such as would justify 
any nation, under like circumstances, in taking a similar step.* 
The convention wisely took no time to look into the merits of 
the contro,cray between Go,crnor Smith and his council, but 

passed it by, and proceeded to divide out the work of framing a 
constitution for tho new republic. Other matters, however, 
claimed immediate attention. The threatening attitude of 

Santa Anna required that Texas should not only have an army 
to oppose him, but that such army should have a eommander

in-chief. A.<;cordingly, on the 4th of March, on motion of James 
Collingsworth, Sam Ilouston was unanimously chosen to that 
responsible office, his authority extending over the regulars, 

volunteers, and militia, in the field. On tho 6th, he received 
his instructions, submitting the point of bis headquarters to his 
own judgment.t The more energetic organization of the mili
tia also required attention. The convention made all able

bodied males, between seventeen and fifty years of age, subject 
to military duty. One individual was appointed for each mu

nicipality, to form a list of all such within his boundary. The 
names were to be drawn until the number, at any time called 
for, was obtained; and those so drawn were bound to serve, 

* For I\ list of the delegntes, see App~ndix No. III. "Notwithstanding the 
colJ welllher, the meml,el'S of the convention met to-day (Tuesday, Mal'ch l], in 
an unfinished building, without doors or window!!. In lieu of glass, cotton cloth 
WAS stretched acl'OoS the windows, which pnrLi11lly excluded the cold wind •••• 
On motion of George C. Cl11ldress, a committee, consisting of Messl's. George C. 
Childres,;, Colin M'Kinney,EJward Conrad, Jnmes Gaines, and Bailey Har,~ima~, 
were appointed to pl'epare and report o Declarutiou of Iodependence, with di
rections to l'eport as speedily as possible." -Notcx of Colontl William F. Gray. 

"Wedn~adoy, i\Inrch 2, 1836.-The convention met pursuant to adjournment. 
Mr. Childress, from the committee, reported n Declaration of Independence, 
which he rend in his pince. It wos received hy the house, committed to a eo".1· 
roittee of the whole, reported without amendment, nnd unanimously !ldopted, ID 

)~fS than one hour from it.s first tmd only reading."-16. 
t Collingsworth anJ Ellis to lloustou, Murch 6, 1886. 
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under the severest penalties-for a term, however, not ~.xcced
ing six months.* To increase tho number of volunteers, and 
encourage those already in the service, lands were promised. 
To all such then in the service, and who should so continue 
during the war, were granted twelve hundred and eighty acres; 

for six months' service, six hundred and forty acres; for three 
months' sernce, three hundred and twenty acres; and for all 
who should thereafter enter the service, and continue in it six 

months, and during the war, nine hundred and sixty acros.t 

Such were tho inducements offered. 
The convention, through its president, sent forth to the peo

ple of the United States a stirring address, appealing for sym

pathy and aid.:j: 
'l'hc constitution was adopted by the convention on the 16th, 

but was not signed till the following day. It was thoroughly 
republican. Its provisions were a combination of the princi
ples in the federal and state constitutions of the Union. It 
provided for a president, vice-president, and a Congress of two 

houses; and, for immediate purposes, it established a govern
ment ad interim. This was the more necessary, as the consti
tution was to be sulimitood to the popular vote. The form of 
the temporary government was in accordance with the constitu
tion. This labor being concluded, tho convention proceeded, 

on the 16th of March, to elect the several officers provided for 

in the temporary arrangement.II David G. Burnet§ was chosen 

* Ordinance of the Convention of Mareh 12, l886. 
t lb., )fo,.cb 17, 1836. t lb., March lG, 1886. 
j Journal of the Convention, March 16, 1836: MS. 
§ "DnviJ G. Burnet, the provisional president," says Kennedy, an impartial 

writer, "was the son of a physicinn in Newark, New Jersey, who, in 1775, l\ban
doned his profession, nnd devoted himself to the cause of the Americnn Revolu
tion .... Mr. Burnet was educnted for the legnl profession; and n wl'iter in n 
respectl\ble Amcricnn periodical states that he was long a resident of Ohio, 
where he is remembered ns a man of unblemished reputation, courteous man-
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president, Lorenzo de Zavala Yice-president, Samuel P. Carson 

secretary of state, Bailey Hardiman secretary of the treasury, 

'l'homas J. Rusk secretary of war, Robert Potter secretary of 

the uaYy, and Davi.d Thomas attorney-general. The oath of 

office was immediately administered to these persons, and they 

entered upon thefr several duties. On the following day the 

con,ention adjourned. 
.Among the provisions of the constitution of the republic was 

one introducing the common law as the rule of decision in crimi

nal cases; and requiring its introduction, with modifications, in 

civil proceedings. Another provision introduced the political 

division of the state into convenient counties.-~ These, with 

the establishment of well-known common-law offices, removed 

almost every vestige of former dynasties ; so that one afterward 

immigrating into Texas, with the exception of occasional jar

ring from the limited partnership between husband and wife, 

and forced hcirship, would feel as free and familiar with the 

instituLions of his new home as be did in the state of his origin, 

in the American Union. 
General Houston was present at the convention, having been 

rctumcd as a delegate from Refugio ; and, deeming his author

ity in fact superseded by the action of tho council, he had 

ceased to act as commander-in-chief of the army. The Decla

ration of Independence required a new appointment, for his 

ners and intellectual attainments. My own short acquaintance with Mr. Dur• 
net 'gave m~ a very favornble impression of his chnrncter. In t~1e affoi,·e of 
Te,ms he has always been distinguished by cnlmness nnd moderation, and hns 
JJot unfreq_uently been e.xposed to censure for declining to keep pace with popu• 
lar impati~nce. This prudence and forl,~arunce, united with firmness an,l per
severance, well qualified him to fill the difficult. po•t to which he han l,een cnlled 
by the convention." - Vol. ii., p. 195. PreBident BurMt, _in cutering upon the 
duties of his office, dcliver1ed, in hi~ usual bnppy style, nn rnaugurnl nddr~s..", re• 
plete with good ndviee nnd cheei·ing hopes. Ile w:1s elec_t~,l onr Samuel P. 
Carsou by a majority of seven votes. Zavnla hnd no opposition. 

" CnnstiLution of the Republic of Texas, Article 1,., ::;eclions 11, 13. 
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former oad1 of office was under the constitution of 1824, and 

in obedience thereto. 
During the sitting of the convention, the country was greatly 

excited and filled with gloomy apprehensions. Every effort 

was made to hasten troops to the west, to relieve Travis and 

Fannin from their supposed perilous position, but with little 

aYail. Some one or two hundred effective men hung about the 
hall of the convention, and no inducement could start them 
toward the west till the adjournment of that body. On the 
day before General Houston received his final instructions, a 

member introduced a resolution requesting that he would im
mediately set out for the army, or resign. Houston, in reply, 

stated that if the gentleman would withdraw the resolution, he 

would say that "he purposed to set out for the army on the 

next morning, and would gladly have his company." The 

resolution was withdrawn, but the mover did not go to tho 
army:x• Accordingly, on the 6th of March, the commandcr-in

chicf, after placing Colonel Collingsworth in command of tho 

forces at Washington, set out for tho west, accompanied only 
by Colonol George W. Hockly, of his staff, and one or two 

others. 

It is proper that we now return to the operations of the 

enemy. It will be remembered that Santa Auna reached the 

.A.lazan at noon, on the 23d day of February; and Urrea ar

rived at San Patricio before dawn on the morning of the 27th. 

At two o'clock in the afternoon, Santa Anna marched into San 

Antonio.t The Texan guard in the town retired in good or

der to the Alamo. Colonel TraYis, in anticipation of an attack, 

bad done what be could to strengthen tho walls, and provide 

moans for defence. The Alamo, though strong, was built for 

a mission, and not for a fortress. The walls arc thick, but of 

* StatcmeDt of Dr. B. B. Goodrich: MS. t Almont.e's JournnL 
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plain stone-work, and without a redoubt or bastion io command 

the lines of the fort. The main wall is a rcclangle, one hun

dred and ninety feet long, and one hundred arnl twenty-two 

feet wide. On the f'outhca t corner was attached the old 

church, a large building, and containing the magazine and sol

diers' quarters. Adjoining this on the cast t;idc was the stone 

cuartel for horse'l. About midway of tho east side of tho mo.in 

wall, hut within it, was a two-story stone building; the upper 

story licing u<-ed for a hospital, and tho lower ouo for an ar

mory, soldiers' quarters, &c. Thero were four pieces of artil

lery mounted on tho side toward tho town, and a like number 

facing the north ; two on the side of the church, and four to 

defend the gate which looked tow:u·d the bridge across the 

San .Antonio river. The place was supplied with water from 

two aqueducts running on either side of the walk* llut Tra

vis was greatly deficient in men, pro,isions, and ammunition • 

... anta. Anna immediately demanded a surrender of the Alo.

mo and its defcndcrfl, without terms. The demand was an

swered by a shot from the fort. Tho enemy then hoisted o. 

blood-red flag in the town, and commenced an attack. It was 

intended to be by slow approaches, for at first the bombard

ment was hannle!-S. Tra,is sent off an express with o. strong 

appeal for aid, declaring that lte would never retreat.t Early 

• Letter of G. n. Jameioon, with plot nml description of the Alnmo, January 

18, 1830. t •. Co>lllfA.'<D .. ,.CY or T1m AL .... 0, ncx .... Fwrury 2~. 1836. 

"Fi:i.1.ow-CrnzLl'I~ AND Co~PATRI0111: I nm beaiegeJ by a thousarni or moro 

of the !,Jexicana un.Jer ~!\Illa .Anna. I h"ve au.;taineJ R continue,! bombarJ,nent 

for twenty-four hourg, nnJ hove not lost a mnn. The enemy hRve demanded 11 

1urrender al ,I iscretion; othen, isc the garri110n i! t.o be put to the swor,1, if the 

11lnce ia token. 1 l111ve nnswcrcd the 1ummons with a cnnoon-shot, nnu our flag 

atill waves 1•ro11dly from the walls. J ,hall nni~r aurrerukr OT retrc,u. Then I 

cnll on you in the name of lil,erty, of patriotism, ond of rverything denr to the 

.American character, to come to our aid with nll d~•patch. The enemy ore re

ceiving reinforcements doily, and will no doubt increase lo thre<J or four thou-

11and in four or Jh•e dnye. Though this call may he neglccte<l, I am Jetcrmineu 
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on tho 25th, Santa Anna. in person crossed the ri,er with tho 

bn.ttalion do Cazadores of Matamoras, with a view of erecting 

a battery in fr<'ut of tho gate of the Alamo. TraYis made a 

strong resistance, and the Mexicans were reinforced hy tho 

battalion of Ximines. Tho enemy, according to their own ac

count, lost in this action, which continued until the afternoon, 

eight in killed anu wounded.* They, 110wcvcr, succeeded that 

night in erecting their battery, being protected hy some old 

houses between the gate of tho Alamo and the briugc. It was 

three hundred yards south of the place. They also erected 

another, the same night, near the powder-house, or Garila, a. 

thousand yards to the southeast; and posted their cavalry at 

the old Casa Mala 011 the Gonzales road, toward the cast. At 

night, Traxis burnt tho straw and wooden houses in the vicinity 

of the fort. 
Early iu tho morning of the 2Gth, there was a. slight skir-

mish between a. portion of the Texans and the enemy's ca,alry 

stationed east of the fort. A norther having sprung up on the 

previous night, the thermometer fell to thirty-nine degrees above 

zero. :Meanwhile, Santa Anna had rccei,cd reinforcements, and 

now enlarged his guard, the sentinels being placed nearer the 

fort. The Texans sallied out for wood anu watc1·, without loss; 

and at night thoy succccucd in burning some old houses north

eaot from the fort, and near a battery erected by tho enemy on 

tho Alamo ditch, about eight hundred yards distant.t 

t,o sustain my1elf as long as p<>S!-ible, and die like n 101,liH who never forget.a 

whnt is due t,o his own honor 1111<1 that of his country. Yictory or den th I 
"W. BARRET TBA ns, .Litulffl4t1l·Colontl comma11ding. 

"P. S.-The Lord is on our aide. When the enerny nppenrcd in eight., we 

had not three bu,hela of corn. We hl\Ve 1ince found, in d,-aerteJ houses, .ighty 

or ninety bu,hels, nnJ got into the walls twenty or thirty head of bcevea. "T." 

* Almont6'1 Journal. Travi1'a account of this action, directed lo General 

Houston, aeeros to have been lo•t, or cut off by the enemy. 
t Almont6'1 Journal. Travis to Pr~ident of the Convention, Marcb S, 188&. 
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Darin"' all this time the Mexicans kept up a constant firing, 
0 

bnt with little effect. On the 28th, they erected anolher bat-

tery at the old mill, eight hundred yards north, and attempted 

to cut off the water from the fort. Tho Texans were engaged 

in strengthening their works, by throwing up earth on the in

side of tho walls. 
It is proper hero to state that Travis wrote on the 23d to 

Colonel Fannin, then at Goliad, making known his position, 

and requesting him to march to his relief. Tho lotter reached 

Goliad on tho 25th. Fannin set out on his march for Bexar 

on the 18th, with three hundred men and four pieces of artil

lery, leaving Captain Wcstov~r in command n.t Goliad, with 

about a hundred men. But ho had only proceeded two hun

dred yards, when one of his wagons broke down, and, having . 

but one yoke of oxen to each piece of artillery, he was com

pelled to double his teams in order to get them, one at a time, 

acrotis the river. Ilei;ides, his only provisions consisted of a 

tierce of rice and a little <l.ried beef. A council of war was 

therefore hel<l., when it was determined to return to Goliad,* 

which was accordingly done. 

'l.'he intelligence of Fannin's departure for Bexar was re

ceived by the enemy at the latter place the same <lay on which 

he started ; an<l, befo1·e the council of war, above alluded to, 

wa:; cloi;ed, on the 29th, General Sesma, with detachments of 

c::walry and infantry, was on hi:; march to meet him. 

On tho morning of the 1st of ~larch, thirty-two gallant m~n 

from Gonzales were safely conducted by Captain John W. 

Smith into tho Alamo, making the effective force under Travis 

0110 hundred and eighty-eight men. The bombardment of the 

fort still continued. The Texans, being short of ammunition, 

fu-ed but seldom. In the evening, however, they struck the 

* Fnnnin to Lieutennnt·Governor lloLiuson, February 20, 1636. 
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house occn1,ie<l by Santa. Anna. in Bexar with a twelve-pound 

shot. On the 2d, the attack was still maintained. The Tex

ans conti1rne<l the fight as their means and strength would 

allow. On the 3d, the enemy erected a battery on the north 

of the fort, and within musket-shot. Travis addressed a last 

appeal to the president of the convention, setting forth fully 

his position and determination. Ile stated that the "blood

red banners which waved on the church at Bexar, and in the 

camp above him, were tokens that the war was one of ven

geance against rebels." Perhaps hy the same courier he sent 

the affocting note to bis friend in Washington county: "Take 

care of my little boy. lf the country should be saved, I may 

make him a splendid fortune; but if the country should be 

lost, and I should perish, he will have nothing but the proud 

recollection that he is the son of a man who died for his coun

try."•:, On that day, J. B. Bonham, who had gone as express 

to Fannin for aid, returned and made his way safely into tho 

fort at eleven o'clock in the morning. At night the Texans 

made a sally, and had a skirmish with the :Mexican advance. 

Tho enemy continued the fire on the 4th; but fow shots wero 

returned from tho fort. In the afternoon, Santa Anna called 

:i. council of war, to advise on the question of assaulting the 

place. After much discussion, "Cos, Castrillon, and others, 

were of opinion that the Alamo should be assaulted after the 

arrival of the two twelve-pounders expected on the 7th. The 

president, General Ramirez, Sesma, and Almont{·, were of 

* In n letter of Trnvi•, dated the 3d of March, and furuishe<l me by Je•.•e 

Grime-. r,:,.q .. he says: "I am still here, in fine spirit.., nod well to do. With 

one hundred and forty-five men, I have held this pince ten dny, against n force 

vnriou•ly estimated from fifteen hundred to six thousand; and I shall continue 

to hold it till I get relief from my countrymen, or I will perish io it.a defence. 

"" e hnve hnd n shower of bombs nnd cannon-bolls coutinunlly flllling among us 

the whole lime, yet none of us have fallen. We have been miraculously pre-

1\!tved." 
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opinion that the twelve-pounders should not be waited for, but 
the a'osault made."•:, Santa A.nna, without making a public 

decision, determined upon an assault, and made his prepara
tions accordingly. His troops then in Bexar exceeded four 
thousand in number, the most of whom had been refreshed 
during tho time they had spent there. The Texans, on the 
contrary, were worn down by incessant watching and labor 

within their walls. 
On Sunday morning, the 6th of March, a little after mid-

night, the .Alamo was surrounded by the entire Mexican army. 
The cavalry wore placed without the infantry, to cut them 
down if they offered to give way. The latter were provided 

with scaling-ladders. 'rhe enemy, thus forming a circle facing 
the fort, advanced rapidly under a tremendous -fl.re from the 
Texan rifles and artillery. Just at daylight the ladders were 

placed against the walls, and an attempt made by the enemy 
to enter the fort, but they wore driven back by the stern de
fenders within. .Again the charge was sounded, and a second 
effort made to reach the top of the walls, but again the assail
ants were repulsed. For a few minutes there was a pause. 

By the presence, threats, and promises, of Santa Anna, a third 
assault wru. made, and with more fatal success. The enemy, 

reaching the tops of the ladders, wavered and fell ; but their 
places were suppli.ed by the hundreds pressing onward and 
behind them on each ladder. At length, killed, citt down, and 
exhausted, the Texan defenders did not retreat, but ceased to 

keep back the Mexicans. Instantly the fort was filled by the 

latter. 'rhe survirnrs within the walls still continued to do 
battle. They clubbed their guns, and used them till they wero 

nearly all cut down. It is said that a few called for quarter, 

but the cry was unheeded. One would suppose that admira-

* Almont6'a Journal 
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tion for such unequalled heroism would have saved these few. 

Travis an~ Crockett fell-the former near the western wall, 
the latter m the corner near the church-with }Jiles of slain 

a:ound them. It had been p1:eviously agreed on by the be
sieged that the survivor should fire a large quanLity of dam
aged powder in the magazine. Major Enms, the master of 
ordnance, was shot as be attempted to· perform that last high 
duty to l1is country. Colonel Bowie, who had been for some 
days sick in his bed, was there butchered and mutilated ! 

Thus fell the Alamo and its heroic defenders; but before 
them lay the bodies of five hundred and twenty-one of the ene
my, with a like number wounded. At an hour by sun, on that 
sabbath morning, all was still; yet the crimson waters of the 
aqueduct around the fort resembled the red fiag on the church 

at Bexar! The defenders of Texas did not retreat but la 
there in ~bedicnce to the command of their countr/; and i~ 
that obedience the world has witnessed among men no "reater 
moral sublimity. b 

T~ose in the fort that survived were, Mrs. Dickinson (wife 
of Lieutenant Dickinson, who fell in the iefenco), her child, a 
negro-servant of Colonel Travis, and two Mexican women of 
Be~ar::t Tho bodies of the Texans, after being stripped and 

sub~ec~ed to brutal indignities, were thrown into heaps and 
bu~nt. The most of them were Americans, many of them col
omst~, w~o emigrated to Texas under the assurance of the 
colomzat1on laws that their rights and libo f I ld b r 10S S lOU e pro-
tected. The Mexicans in Bexar were mostly hostile: only 
three of them were among tho defenders of the .Alamo. 

* Account furnished by Mrs. Dickinso~ T 1 1 ., me L f A . • e egrap l, w.nrch 24, 1836. St.ate• 

bern 
0
r° the :::~.:e~~lietn~~e ;:::te~ a::e;:;~ ~~~Lle. Pcrebz gives the _nu m-

as he remained several h . e • 
1 

seems to e most reliable, 
This is hardly credible. ours after the storming. He says Travis killed himself. 

VOL. JI.-6 
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The enemy's victory was complete, yet his force was as six

teen to one and his loss in slain nearly three times the entire 

number of tne defonders. From the known character of Santa 

.Anna, he doubtless rejoiced. Believing the war at an end, 

and Texas at his feet, ho so announced it in his despatches to 

his subordinates at homo. And the authorities and people 

there believed it, and so congratulated him. "With pleasure 

do I sincerely congratulate your excellency," obserYes Jose M. 

Ortis Monasterio, secretary of state, in a. lotter from Mexico, 

dated the 22d of March, " for tho brilliant triumph achieved 

oYer tho perfidious colonists by the national arms under your 

command. This terrible lesson will be to us fruitful ill pros

perous results; besides, it will teach the sympathizers among 

our evil-disposed neighbors not to contend against your mili

tary talents, and the valor and decision of tho bra,e soldiers 

who have covered themselves with honor in an assault so he

roic. Pro,iuonco is propitious to us, and has destined your 

excellency to be tho savior and preserver of tho republic. Glo

rious with those titles, and ever patriotic, your excellency has 

garnished your temples with laurels of unwitbering fame."* 

Almonte, only three days before the storming of tho Alamo, 

.-iewod- tho Mexican success there as effectually ending the 

war; for, in his journal of the 3d of March, he says he wrote 

to Mexico, directing his letters to be sent to Bexar, nnd that 

before three months the campaign would be terminated."t 

Ilaving refreshed his troops, and provided as he could for 

his numerous wounded, Santa Anna laid down tbe programme 

for future operations, to be conducted by General Filisola, his 

second in command ; after completing which, he proposed to 

* This was one or the letters nfterward tnken from the courier by Denf Smith, 

nn<l the "~nvior nnd pre@erver or the repu/;lic" never had the pleasure of read· 

ing it~ 
1 See also Filisola's Defence, p. 8. 
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return to Mexico. Accordingly, on tbe 11th of March, ho or

dered Generals Sesma and Woll, with six hundred and seventy

fiye infantry, fifty dragoons, two six-pounders, and eight days' 

rations, to march to San Felipe, on the Bra.sos, and thence to 

Anahuac by way of Ilarrisburg. At the same time he directed 

Colonel Juan Morales, with two battalions of about four hun

dred men, one mortar, one eight and one twelve pounder, and 

a month's rations, to proceed to Goliad. Before be decided 

as to tho further disposition of his forces, he received informa

tion from General Urrea, at San Patricio, that he was on his 

march to Goliad, and that Fannin was there fortified, with 

about five lrnndred infantry and fow·teen pieces of artillery, 

and would defend the place. He also received intelligence 

from General Sesma that tho Texans were twelve hundred 

strong on tho Colorado, and disposed to defend the passage of 

that river. To meet this unexpected resistance, Santa. Anna 

directed General Tolsa, with two battalions and forty dragoons, 

with a month's rations, to aid Sesma; and Colonel Montoya, 

with the regula1· militia of Tres Villas aud Querotaro, a twol,o

pounder, aud like rations, to assist Urrea. Tho orders given 

to these officers were to shoot all tho prisoners taken!·.- An-

• other detachment of Mexicans, under General Gaona, was to 

march to Xacogdochos, with like orders; but its departure was 

postponed, to await tho issue at Goliad. 

Colonel F :,-'W. Johnson, having rccei ved his authority from 

tho council, repaired wilh Dr. Grant to Sau Patricio, where 

they established their headquarters. With a force varying 

from seventy-five to one hundred and fifty men, they sent out 

parties to scour the country west to the Rio Grando. On one 

occasion they captured a small party of Mexicans under Cap

tain Rodriguez. These they afterward released. At the time 

* Filisola's Defence, pp. 8, 9. 
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General Urrea marched upon San Patricio, Grnnt was absent 
on a scout with a.bout fifty men, leaving some forty in San 
Patricio. ~rrea took the latter completely by surprise, and, 
though they fought long and vigorously,·they were overpowered 

by numbers, and put to the sword. 
.A.fter this victory, Urrea sent out scouts in search of Grant. 

.A.t length, on the 1st of March, getting news that he was on 
bis return, the :Mexican commander set out at dark to meet 
and surprise him. At a creek called Agua Dulce, about 

twenty-six miles below San Patricio, the enemy formed an am
bush. They were divided into two parties for the purpose of 
surroundinO' Grant-the one commanded by Colonel Garay, 

o d • 
and the other by Urrea himself. Between eight an rune 
o'clock, on the morning of the 2d of :March, Grant came up, 
and was completely surprised and defeated. Ile was wounded 
and taken prisoner. While his followers were slaughtered, he 
was detained o. captive, that the enemy might have the benefit 
of his services in attending to their numerous wounded.* Of 
the entire command under Johnson and Grant at San Patricio, 

five only-Johnson, Tone, Beck, Toler, and Miller-were so 
fortunate as to cscape,t and these w~re engaged in the affair 

at the town. 
While Dr. Grant was in San Patricio, curing his own wound, 

and carefully ministering to the wants of the wounded of the 
enemy, he was promised that, so soon as he recovered, and 
those under his care were convalescent, he should have a pass
port to leave the country without molestation. The captain 
left in command of the town, after the departure of Urrea, 
secretly despatched eight men in search of a wild horse. The 
animal was captured about three weeks after the battle of the 

* J)iario Militar d.el General Jo,e Urrea. 
t Fannin to Lieulenant-Governor Robinson, 'March 1, 1836. 
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2d of March. Grant was now brought forth, and, by order of 
the captain, his feet were strongly bound to those of the horse, 
and his hands to the tail. "Now," said the captain, "you 
have your passport-go!" At the same moment the cords by 
which the mustang was tied were severed. The fierce animal, 
finding his limbs unfettered, sprang away with great violence, 
leaving behind him, in a short distance, the mangled remains 
of poor Grant! Nothing can be added to this simple state
ment of facts.* 

To return to Colonel Fannin. On reaching Refugio, thirty 
miles below Goliad, he learned through Major Morris, who had 
gone on to San Patricio with Johnson and Grant, of the ad
vance, in force, of the Mexicans. This suspended the contem
plated march on Matamoras. Fannin now took steps to con
centrate his troops at Goliad, and endeavored to have the ad
rnnce at San Patricio withd1·awn ;t but the latter, holding an 
independent authority from the council, refused to retreat. 
llaving taken post at Goliad, and obtained a supply of provis
ions, he went to work to rcpafr that place. Ile complained 
much, aud with justice, of the apathy of the Texans in not 
turning out more willingly to meet the enemy at the frontier, 
and stated the fact that he could uot find a half-dozen Texans 
in his ranks. It is proper also to state that, although Fannin 
was a colonel in the regular army of Texas, he was, on the 7th 
of February, elected to that rank, and Major Ward lieutenant
cobnel, of their united volunteers.:j: 

* Statement of the death of Dr. James Grant: MS. General Urrea, whose 
diary is snid, by n writer in the "Democratic Review" (1838, p. 305) to be "t1 

publication marked by nil the blunt honesty of the soldier," is worthy of very 
little credit. He snys Grant wns killed in the action of the 2d of March. lt 
is to be rrgretled tJ,nt there is so little light on this portion of Texnn history. 
Urrea's chnraoler is thnt of an intriguing, cruel, and false mnn. Ilis conduct 
towat'd his own comrndcs, ns well as toward the T~xnns, proves him so. 

t Fannin to Lieutentnut-Governor Robinson, Feb. 'T, 1836. ,+ lb., Feb. 8, 1836. 
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Tho improvements on the fort, which Fannin named Def1r 

ance, consisted in blockhouses, picketing, ditching, filling in 

.with earth and stone, &c., and mounting necessary artillery for 

its defence; all of which was done under the immediate direc

tion of Lieutenant Chadwick of tho engineers. Between the 

middle and last of February the troops at Goliad suffered for 

both provisions and clothing. In some instances they were 

compelled to mount guard barefooted. We have already seen 

the fruitless effort made by Fannin on the 28th of February to 

march to the relief of Travis at San Antonio-an effort which 

failed for want of provisions and means of transportation. He 

therefore returned to the fort, and was again occupied in im-

proving his defences. 
Colonel Fa.nnin's position had for some time been peculiarly 

unpleasant. He was aware of the fact that for him to remain 
in his exposed situation, so far from aid in men and materiel, 

aud in the face of so strong an enemy, was not the policy of 

the commander-in-chief; yet bis orders from Lieutenant-Gov

ernor Robinson were," to not make a retrograde movement, 

but await orders and reinforcements."* Thus, between these 

conflicting authorities, this noble man and the gallant troops 

under his command were about to become victims. 
nearing of the advance of the Mexicans upon Refugio, Colo

nel Fannin sent Captain King with twenty-eight men to remove 

some families yet at the mission. King reached there on the 

12th of March, but seemed to have delayed his departure until 

the advance of Urrea's cavalry came up. Ilo then took posi

tion with his small force in the mission, and kept the enemy at 

bay until he could send a messenger to Fannin at Goliad. The 

messenger reached the latter place about midnight on the 12th, 

and Fannin immediately despatched Colonel Ward with a hun-

. * Fannin to Robinwn, February 21, I B3u • 

• 

COLONEL FANNIN AT GOLIAD. 87 

dred men to his relief. Ward arrived at the mission on the 
evening of the 13th::+ In the meantime, Urrea, then on his 

march to Goliad, received news of the resistance made by King, 

and on the 13th despatched Captain Pretalia, with a company 

of cavalry, to keep the Texans engaged till he could come up 
with the main body.t The latter reached the mission at day

break on the 14th, but Ward had got into the mission. • 
Meanwhile, General Houston, on his ani,al at Gonzales, 

despatched Captain Desauque with an order to Colonel Fannin, 

dated the 11th of March, commanding him, as soon as practi
cable after the receipt of the order, to fall back upon Victoria, 
on the Guadalupe, taking with him such artillery as could be 

brought off with expedition, previously adopting measures to 

blow up the fort before leaving its vicini.ty.f This order was 

received by Colonel Fannin on the morning of the 14th,II who 
immediately despatched an express to Ward, stating tl1e na

ture of Houston's order, and requiring him to return with all 

haste to Goliad. Fannin also sent out parties for teams and 

carts, an<.1 commenced dismounting and burying several of his 

guns. On the same day, he sent a note to Colonel A. C. IIor

ton, at Matagorda, requesting him to join him as early as pos
sil.>lc with the two bundreu men under his command. This 

note fell into the hands of General Urrea; but Ilortou joined 

Fannin on the 16th with twenty-seven mounted men. 
To return to the mission of Refugio. Colonel Ward gave 

orders to set out on the march to rejoin Fannin on the follow

ing morning (the 14th) at daybreak. When the morning 

* Stat~rnent of Cnptnin John ShnckldorJ; Foote, vol. ii., p. 228. Letter of 
Samuel G. Unrdnway, dated "Macon, June 6, 1836." 

f Ui-rcn's Dinry. 
t Appendix No. I. -Document No. 19. 
I'. Statcmunt of Captain Shackleford. The letter of Colonel Fannin intercept-

ed by Urren, nn<l publi~hed in his diiiry, shows lhnt Iloustoo's order was re
ceived on lite morning of lhe 14lh . 
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dawned, howe.er, it was believed, from the ·report of one of 
the sentinels, that the Mexicans -were in large force in the 
neighborhood. To satisfy themselves on this point, Captain 

King was sent out with thirteen men to ascertain the fact. 

Shortly afterward a firing was heard in the direction King had 
taken. Ward wiLh his command advanced rapidly till they 

found themselves in fr.out of six or eight hundred of the enemy. 

Ward a"'ain reti·eatcd to the mission. The church was an old 
0 

stone building, in ruins, but strong. Three sides of it were, 

however, exposed to an assault. The fourth side was formed 
hy a stone wall, one hundred and fifty feet in length, used as 

a place of burial, and containing many tombs: from the end of 
this wall the ground descended. Captain Bulloch's company 

of thirty-five men were placed in the churchyard to protect the 

mission from an ass:.tult in that direction. The remainder of 

Ward's command barricaded the church, mn.de loopholes, and 

oLherwisc prepared for defence. General Urrea now ordered 
a charge, at the same time bringing up a four-pounder to bat,. 

ter down the Joor. The Texans waited till their rifles conld 

take effect, when they opened such a fire, that the enemy, after 

repeated charges, broke and fled.* Dnriug thls affair, which 

lasted nearly all of the 14th of March, the ?iicxicans lost about 

* Urrea smoolhes ovel' this relrent quite h11nd•omely: "The enemy, though 
at first confounded by ihe movement, opened a liYely fire upon our. in~1u1lry, the 
grenter pnrt of whom, being 1·ecruits from Yucnlnn, could not s'.1sln10 1t, nn~ foll 
bnck, nor could my exertions nvnil to bring them forward ngnm; and lhe1r nu
Live officers, who, a few moments before, had been all boasting and al'rognnoe, 
disnpJ'cnred in the most critical moment! These so!Ji~rs, will~ few e~ceplion_s, 
du not 11ntlerstand Spanish; and the officet'!, 11nacqa:11nted w1Lh lhe11· patois, 
fuunJ it difficult to make thtm understand the word of command. The infantry 
h,ivin(( fallen bnck upon n house nnd courtyard situated at fifteen or twenty • 
paces from the church, I ordered n part of the cavalry to alight, in order to 
iusi•il'i1 them hy their example; but nil woul<l not do. The cav,1lry alone wns 

1111~qual to carry the place. The moment was urgent; nod I o'.d~re_d n Nlrent, 
"hich, however, could not be cffcclod wilh the ord~r lbnt d1sc1phned lt•oops 

wouhl hn ve mniotnincd." 

COLONEL WARD'S RETREAT FROM REFUGIO. 89 

two hundred in killed and wounded: the Texan loss was only 
three severely wounded! 

The enemy having retreated to their camp, some five or six 

hundred yards distant, had posted sentinels around the mission. 

At night tho Texans, finding their ammunition nearly exhaust 
ed, determined to retreat; but, as they could not remove their 

wounded, they resolved first to leave them a supply of water. 

Accordingly, after dark, the whole Texan command marched 
to tho spring, about four hundred yards distant, dispersed the 

enemy's guard stationed there-killing four of them-supplied 

themselves with water, filled the gourds of their wounded com

mdes, and bade them a last farewell. 

Colonel Ward with his forces then set out on their retreat; 

and, marching through the woods and swamps, whore the ene

my's cavalry could not follow, they reached the San Antonio 

river on the third day. On the second day, however, a few of 

the men left the command in search of water, but did not again 

join it. The next morning, the 19th, Ward crossed the river, 

and resumed the march in the direction of Victoria. That 

evening they heard the firing between Fannin and Urrea, ap

parently about ten miles distant. They endea,·orcd to reach 

the combatants, but, darkness coming on, they found themselves 

in the Guadalupe swamp, where they spent the night. On the 
following morning, in emerging from the river-bottom into the 

prairie, they were attacked by some five hundred of the ene

my's caYalry. The Texans fired about three rounds, when, 

their powder being entirely exhausted, they ret1·eated into the 

swamp, where they passed the night. The next day, the 21st, 

Ward set out again toward Victoria, where he and his com

mand surrendered to the enemy as prisoners-of-war. 

To return to Captain King. Ile had bee_n sent out, on the 

• Letter of Samuel G. Hardaway, June .;, 1886. 
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morning of the 14th, to reconnoitre; but his return to the mis

sion being cut off, he attempted to reach Goliad. Ile lost his 
way, however, and found himself, after two days' march (on 

the morning of the 16th), only three miles from the mission, 

in an open prairie, and his ammunition wet. U oder these cir
cumstances, be was surrounded, and obliged to surrender, pre

vious to which one of his men was mortally wounded. In six 
hours afterward, Captain King and his command were shot, on 
the road to Goliad, abouL a mile from the mission, and, being 

stripped of their clothing, were left a prey to wild beasLs !* 
General Urrea took possession of tho "Old Mission" on tho 

morning of the 15th. Ile found there only the three wounded 
Texans, who were soon despatched, and thrown out, to give 

place to his own wounded. Leaving these under the ca.re of 

Colonel Vara and a small command, he sent the whole of his 

disposable cavalry in pursuit of Ward, and set out himself with 

the advance, consisting of two hundred horse and foot, on the 
morning of the 16th, toward Goliad, sending a reconnoitring 

party still ahead of bis advance.t 
Colonel Fannin, receiving no news from his first express to 

Ward, sent a second, and then a third, wflo were perhaps all 
taken by the enemy. It was only on the 18th that he first re

ceived any account of Ward. On the 17th, Colonel A. C. 
IIorton; who had come in the day before from Matagorda, was 
ordered to reconnoitre the enemy. On his return, he reported 
a laro-e force of them a few miles from the fort, marching slowly 

0 

and in good order. Colonel Fannin immediately had tho can-

non dug up and remounted, expecting au engagement that 
night or the next morning. During the night of the 17th, the 
guard was doubled. The enemy were seen hovering about the 
place on the 18th, and in some force· on the left bank of the 

* Kennedy, vol. ii., p. 20L t Urren's Diary. 
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San Antonio river, near the old mission. Colonel Ilorton was 
sent over with such mounted force as he could collect, and 
made a furious charge upon the party at the mission. The 
latter retreated to tl1e timber, and, being there supported by 
their infantry, Colonel Ilorton fell back in good order. Cap
tain Shackleford volunteered to go over with his company to 
the aid of Ilorton; but just as they ,vere about to commence 
tho attack, tho guns from Fort Defiance caused the enemy to 
maim a precipitate retreat. 

Having determined on his retrograde movemont the next 

morning, Fannin made his arrangements accordingly. Before 
day, Colonel Ilorton and his twc;1ty-eight horsemen were iu 
tho saddle, and proceeded on the Victoria road. Tho way 
being reported clear of the foe, tho fort was dismantled, the 
buildings burnt, and Lhe Texan force, about three hundred 
strong, set out early. It was ten o'clock, however, before the 
rear-guard bad crossed tho San Antonio river. Much time 
was consumed in getting tho artillery up the banks ; besides, 
a cart broke down, and its load had to be distributed among 
the other wagons. Still they advanced in good order, and as 
briskly as the of-teams and the freight would permit. At 
length, after a march of six or eight miles toward the waters 
of the Coleta, Colonel Fannin ordered a halt, to graze and rest 
the o~en, and refresh the troops. Fannin had all along com
mitted the error of entertaining a too great contempt for tho 
enemy. Captain Shackleford remonstrated against the halt 

until they should reach the Coleta, then Jh~e miles distant, but 

he was oYerrulcd. " Colonel Fannin and many oLhers," says 
the gallant captain, "could not bo made to believe that the 

Mexicans would dare follow us."* 

* The account of the battle of the Coleta is tnkcu mostly from the notes of 
Captain Shackleford, and fro:n a narrative published by Kennedy, vol. ii., p. 203. 
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Mter a halt of an hour, the march was resumed. Colonel 
Horton with his cavalry was sent in advance, to examine the 

Coleta crossing. Shortly after resuming the march, two. of 
the enemy appeared, as if coming out of the timber bordenng 
on the Coleta, about a mile distant, and rather to the rear and 

right of the Texan army; then four more appeared, and finally 
three hundred and fifty cavalry emerged from the same quar

ter and advanced rapidly with the view of cutting off the Tex
an: from the skirt of timber about a mile or more in front. 

"Our artillery," says Captain Shackleford, "was ordered ~o 
A.bout this time we dis-open on them and cover our rear. 

covered a lar~e force of infantry emerging from the same skirt 

of woodland at which their cavalry had first been seen." . 
Fannin attempted to reach the timber in front, but the rap1d 

approach of the enemy determined him to prepare immed~ately 
for battle. They were in an open prairie, the nearest tlmber 
bein{l' that in front. The breaking down of an ammunition-

o . • 
waO'on also hindered them from advancing to an cmmence near 
by~ they were therefore compelled to form in a depression in 

th: plain, six or seven feet below the surrounding surface. T~e 
Texans were compelled to form in an oblon~ square, the artil

lery being judiciously posted. The enemy's cavalry coming 

up within a quarter of a mile, dismounted, and fi:cd a harm
less ,olley with their scopetles. Thus they continued _to ad
vance and fire. Colonel Fannin, with great coolness, repeated 

t his men the order "not to fu-e." By this time all the Texan 
0 . 

infantry sat down, leaving tho artillerists and Colonel Fannm 
alop.e s

0

tanding. The Mexican cavalry having now come within 

one hundt·ed yards, the command was gi,cn, and the Texans 
opened a fire with rifles, muskets, and artillery. A.bout this 
time Colonel Fannin received a wound in the fleshy part of the 
thigh. While engaged with the enemy's ca-alry on their right 
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flank, the Texans found the Mexican infantry, one thousand or 

tweh·e hundred strong, advancing on their rear and left flank. 

Coming within range, they ~red a voliey, and charged bayo
nets. They were received by a piece of artillery, Duval's rifle
men, and some other troops, whose fire cut them down with 
great slaughter. This :Mexican infantry was the celebrated 
Tampico regiment. They fell down in the grass, and occa
sionally raised up to shoot; but whenever they showed their 
heads, the Texan rifles generally took them down. A. body 
of the enemy's cavalry then made an attempt upon the Texan 

rear ; but, at a distance of sixty yards, they were so well re
ceived with double canister charged with musket-balls, and by 
the riflemen, that they fell by scores, and made a sudden re
treat, choosing to return afterward on foot. 

The conflict had by this time become general. The Texans 
having no water to sponge their cannon, they became so hot 
they could not use them, but were forced to rely wholly on 
their small:arms. With these they continued the fight most 
manfully from one o'clock until sundown. .A.t dusk, the Cam
peachy Indians ( who could not well understand the word of 
command at the mission of Refugio) were placed in the high 
grass, about thirty yards from tho Texan lines, from which 
they poured a destructive fire; but so soon as it was sufficient

ly dark for the Texans to see the fl.ash of their guns, they sel
dom flashed twice from the same point. Among those wounded 

was Harry Ripley, a son of General Ripley, of Louisiana, a 
youth of eighteen years. Ile had his thigh broken. Mrs. 
Cash (who was with the Texan army), at his request, helped 
him into a cart, and fixed a prop for him to lean on, and a rest 
for his rifie. Thus he continued the fight until another shot 
broke his right arm. Such was the spirit of the Texans at the 
battle of the Coleta. 



94 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

A little after dark, General Urrea drew o!I bis troops. The 
Texans lost during the day seven killed, several mortally and 
sixty badly wounded. The enemy's loss must have _been fivo 
times as great. Urrea's force in the action was estnnated at 

twelve hundred infantry and seven. hundred cavalry. The 
Texans ex.elusive of Colonel Ilorton's mounted force, were 

about :wo hundred and seventy-five in all. Horton, having 
gone on in advance to examine the pass of the Coleta, h~d dis
mounted with his men. So soon as they heard the finng be
tween the contending parties in their rear, the word "To 

horse !" was given, when the party galloped back to the 
prairie. Here they had a full view of the engagement; and, 
secin(T the Texans very nearly surrounded by so large a force 

b • 

of the enemy, Ilorton's lieutenant, Moore, obJected to any at-

tempt to reach their comrades by penetrating the Mexica~ 
lines alleging that they would all be cut to pieces. Immcd1-
atel; he dashed off ih another direction, taking with him nearly 
all the party. Colonel Ilorton, being thus left ~ith so fc,..

men, had no other alternative than to retire also. He ther,e

forc retreated to Victoria.* 
The description of the battle of the Coleta, as it appeared 

just after one of those attempts to charge in the cYeuing, is 
thus given by an eye-witness: "The scene was now dreadful 
to behold. Killed and maimed men and horses were strewn 

over the plain; the wounded were rending the nir with their 

distressing moans ; while a great number of horses without 
riders were rushing to and fro back upon the enemy's lines, 

increasing the confusion among them : they tbns became so 

* Such were the statements m11de to Captnin Shnckleford by hia lieutenant, 
Frnucis, and Joseph Fenner, a privale of his company, who were wi~h Horton. 
"I candidly believe," says the coptnin, "even with the whole of his force: he 
never could have cut his way through such an immense number of Mexican 

cavalry." 
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entangled~ the one with the olhcr, that their retreat resembled 
the headlong flight of a hcru of buffaloes, rather than the re
treat of a well-drilled, regular army, as they were." 

The enemy took position for the night in the skirt of woods 
in front. The Texans were occupied in forming a breastwork 
of earth, carts, wagons, and packs. " It has been often asked," 
says Captain Shackleford, "as a matter of surprise, why we 
did not retreat in the night. A few reasons, I think, ought to 
satisfy every candid man on this point. During the cngagc
meut, our teams had all been killed, wounded, or had strayed 
off; so that we had no possible way of taking off out· wounded 
companions. Those who could ha,e uosertcd them under such 
circumstances, possess feelings which I shall never en,y. I 

will mention another reason, which may have more weight with 
some persons than the ono already given. We had been con
tending for fh·e hours, without intermission, with a force more 
than seven times larger tlian our own;-* had driven the enemy 
from tbe field with great slaughter; and calculated on a rein
forcement from Victoria in the morning, when we expected to 
consummate our victory." 

Captain Shackleford does not inform us why they expected 
aid from Victoria ; at all e,cnts, none came. On the other 
hand, the reinforcement sent to the enemy from Bexar, consist

ing of five hundred men under Colonel Morales, with three 

* It is probable that the enemy's strength was over-estimated in the baLtle of 
Coleta. This was the Inst action in which Urrea wns engaged in Texas. On 
the 24th of April his fot·ce, including lhe troops sent to him under the command 
of Colonel Juan Morales, was only eleven hundred and sixty-five. If to these 
we odd the detachments by him left nt Copnno, sixty; mission of Refugio, five; 
GoJ.ind, one hundrtd and seventy-four; Matngordo, one hundred and eighty
nine; and Victorin, forty-the total is sixteen hundred and thirty-three. :Ma
king allowance for the slain of the enemy nt the Coleta, nnd the wounded in 
that and previous engagements who hod recovered, it is probable that his force 
did not exceed seventeen hundred, or o.t farthest eighteen hundr ed, at the bottle 
of Coleta. -Fili&oki, JJejence, p. SO. 
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pieces of artillery, and of ""hich Urrea had rccch·cd notice on 

tho 18th ani,·cu in tho Mexican camp at half-po.st sis: on the 
' • 

morning of the 20th. Early on that morning, Grrca displayed 

his whole force in tho 11101,t. impo:;ing manner, together with his 

pack-mules o.nd artillery. Tho fire of the latter commenced, 

but without effect. They kept out of tho 1·0.ugo of the Texan 

riflemen, who reserved their fire for close quarters. After tho 

Mexico.us had discho.rgcd a few rounds, they raised a white 

flag, but it "\'\"OS soon t.o.kon down. The Texan wounded had 

"suffered agouics for want of water." Their officers hold a 

consultation, and it was the opinion of a majority that they 

could not so.Yo the wounued without a capitulation. Tho un

expected appearance of artillery in tho ranks of tho enemy 

likcwi1,e conuuced to this conclusion, for tho Texan breastwork 

was only intended to resist small-nrms. 
Tho Texans now raised a white flag, which was promptly 

answered by tho enemy. Major W allaco and Captain Chad

wick went out, and in a short time returned and reportcu that 

General Urrea. would treat only with tho commanding officer. 

Colonel Fannin, though lame, went out, assuring his men that 

ho would make no other than o.n honorable cnpitulation. Ile 

returned in a short time, and communicated tho terms of the 

agreement which ho had made with Urrea. They wore in sub-

stance as follows : -
1 . That tho Texans should be received and treated as 

pri:;onor:i-of-war, according to tho usages of tho most ci,ilizcd 

nations. 2. That private property should bo respected and 

restored; but that the siue-arms of tho officers :-hould be gi,en 

up. 3. Th:\t tho men should ho sent. to Copano, and thence, 

in eight days, to tho United States, or so soon thorctlftcr as 

,es~cls could be procured to take them. 4. That tho officers 

should be paroled, and returned to the United Slates in like 

SURREXDl!R OF 'IllE TEX.\:-;-S AS PRlsONERS--OF-WAR. !)7 

manner.* General Urrea immediately sent Colonel Holzinger 

an<l other officers to consummate tho ngrcemcut. lt was re

duced to writing in both the English aud Spo.nbh languages, 

read over two Ol' three times, sigueu, and tho writin§S ex

changed in " the mo::-t forlJlal and solemn m'anuor."t 

Tho Texan::. immediately piled their arms, and such of them 

as were a.ule to march were hurried o[ to Goliau, where they 

arri,·od at sunset on the same day (tho 20th). Tho wolllldod, 

among whom was Colonel Faru1in, diu not reach tho place till 

the 22d. At Goliad tho prisoners wore crowded into tho old 

church, with no other food than a scanty pittance of beef, with

out hrcad or so.It. Colonel Fannin was placed under tho care 

of Colonel Ilolzingor, a Gcrmo.n engineer in tho ~Icxican ser

vice. So Boon as Fannin learned how badly his men wore 

treated, he wrote to General Urrea, stating the facts, and re

minding him of tho terms of the capitulation. 

On tho 23d, Colonel Fannin and Colonel Ilolziuger proc~cdod 

to Copano, to a~corto.in if a ,essel could uo procured to convey 

tho Texans to tho United States; but tho vo,;scl they expected 

to outain had already left that port. They diu not return 

till tho 26th. Ou tho 23d, Major Miller, with eighty Texan 

volunteers, who hnd just landed at Copano, wore taken prison

er::, and brought into Golio.d by Colonel Ynra. Agn.iu, 011 tho 

25th, Colonel Wnl'U and his men, capturoq by Urrea, as has 

already been stated, were brought in. 

Tho c,·cning of the 2Gth passed oil' plca!-nutly enough. Colo

nel Fa_unin wo.s cntct·taiuing hil:i friends with tho prospect of 

rcturnrng to tho Uniteu States; an<l some of tho young men, 

who could perform well on the flute, were playing "IIomo, 

* I~ is itnteol somewhat diffcreully by oth•rs; but the pos,tion intelligence 

arnl lugh character, of Dr. Shackleford, induce me to follow hie ,,' X ot.es." Se; 

Kennedy, vol. ii., p. 209. 
t \,,,e Appendix Xo. IV. 
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sweet home." How happy we are that tho veil of the future 
. d d bccore us I At seven o'clock that night, an order, 1s suspen e 1' • • d 
brouo-ht by an extraordinary courier from Santa Anna, reqmre 
the;·isoncrs to be shot! Detailed regulations were sent as to 
the mode of executing this cold-blooded and atrocious order. 
Colonel Portilla, the commandant of tho place, did not long 
hesitate in its execution. He had four hundred and forty-five 

prisoners under his charge. Eighty of these, brought from 
Copano, having just landed, and who as yet had done no fight
ing, were considered as not within the scope of the order' and 
for the time were excused. The services of four of the Texan 

b 
. . s that is Drs J oscph H. Bernard, Field, Hall, and p ys1c1an - , • . d 

Shackleford - being needed to take ca.re of the Mexican woun -
ed their lives wore spared. So likewise were four others, who 

' were assistants in the hospital.* 
At dawn of day, on Palm Sunday, March 27th, t~1e Texans 

were awakened by a Mexican officer, who said be wished them 

to form a line, that they might be counted. The men were 
marched out in separate divisions, under different pretexts. 
Some were told that they were to be taken to Copano, in order 
to be sent home; others that they were going out to slaughter 

beeves ; and others, again, that they were being removed to 
make roam in the fort for Santa Anna. Dr. Shackleford, who 
11ad been invited. by Colonel Guerrier to bis tent, about a hun

dred yarcls southcastwardly from the fort, says: " In about 
lialf an hour we heard the report of a volley of small-arms, 

toward the ~vcr, and to the east of the fort. I immediately 

iuquired the cause of the firing, and was assured by the offi~er 
that , he did not know, but supposed it was the guard finng 
off thefr guns.' In about fifteen or twenty minutes th~reafter, 

another such volley was fired, directly south of us, and 10 front. 

* Me!l!rs. Bills, Oriffio, Smith, aod Skerlock. 
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At tho same time I could di!ltinguish tho heads of some of the 

men through the boughs of some peach-trees, and could bear 
their screams. It was then, for the first time, t~e awful con
viction seized upon om· minds that treacltery and murder had 
begun their work! Shortly afterward, Colonel Guerrier ap
peared at the mouth of the tent. I asked him if it could be 
possible they were murdering our men. Ile replied that 'it 
was so but he had not given the order, neither had he exe
cuted it.'" 

In about an hour more, the wounded were dragged out and 
butchered. Colonel Fannin was the last to suffer. When in
formed of his fate, he met it like a soldier. He handed his 
watch to the officer whose business it was to murder him, and 
requested him to have him shot in the breast and not in tho 
liead, and likewise to see that his remains should be decently 
buried. These natural and proper requirements the officer 
promised should be fulfilled, but, with that perfidy which is 
so prominent a characteristic of the Mexican race, he failed to 
do either! Fannin seated himself in a chair, tied the hand
kerchief over his eyes, and bared his bosom to receive the fire 
of the soldiers. 

As the different divisions were brought to the place of exe
cution, they were ordered to sit down with thei;. backs to the 
guard. In one instance, "young Fenner rose on his feet, and 
exclaimed, 'Boys, they are going to kill us-die with your 

faces to them, like men !' At the same time, two other young 
men, flourishing their caps over their heads, shouted at the top 
of their voices, 'Ilurrah for Texas!' " 

Many attempted to escape; but the most of those who sur
vived the first fire were cut down by the pursuing ca.Yalry, or 
afterwa1·d shot. It is believed that, in all, twenty-seven of 
those who were marched out to be slaughtered made their 
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escape; leaving three hundred nn.d thirty who suffered death 

on thnt ...,unday morning.* 
The dca4 were then strip1>ed, nnd their nnkcd bodies thrown 

into piles. .A. few brush were placed over them, and nn at

tempt made to burn them up, uut with such poor success, that 

their hands and feet, and much of their flesh, were left a prey 

to dogs nnd vultures! Texas has erected no monument to per

petuate the memory of these heroic victims of a cruel barbar

ism ; yet they havo a memorial in the henrts of their country

men more durable than brass or marble. 

Colonel Fannin doubtless erred in postponing for four days 

the obedience to the order of the commander-in-chief to retreat 

with :ill poi;;siblc despatch to Victoria, on the Guadalupe; and 

also in sending out Lieutenant-Colonel Ward in senrch of Cap

tain King. But these errors sprang from the noblest feelings 

of humanity : first, in an attempt to save from the approaching 

enemy some Texan settlers at tho mission of Refugio ; again, 

in an endeavor to rescue King anu his men at the same place; 

and, finally, to save W a.rd and his command-until all was 

lost, but honor. 

* Number of prisoners at Goliad, on the 27th of March, according to 

Portilla ............ . ... , ...... . .. . ..•••••••• • ••••• , • • • • 441S 

Major Miller's command . ... . . . .......•• , •••••••••• ••••• 80 

Phpiciana and altendanta .............. , .. • • • • • • .. • • • • • 8 

Eaeaped frou1 the slaughter ............................. 27-116 

~umber who auffere•l death . . ...... .. ....................... 880 

X aml!I of tho&e who escaped, according to Dr. Shackleford: -

Neu, Orlearu Gray,: William L Hunter, William Brannon, John Reese, David 

Jones, B. IL Holland. 
HuntMrilu T'"ol,mtffl'I: Dennelt Butler, Milton Irish. 

J[u$tangs: William Morer, John C. Duval, William Muon, John Holliday 

John VRn Bibber, Charles Spain, -Sharpe. 

Burke'• Company: IIerman f.remby, Tbomfts Kemp, JS. J. Devany. 

Jlorton'a Company: Daniel llarlindale, William Hadden, Chllrlee Smit.h. 

Rt,J, R0111ra : Isaac D. Ibmilton, D. Coopi!r, L M, Brooke, William Siml'•on. 

Company not recollected: N. Iloaen, William Murphy, John WilliamL 
Foote, Tol. ii., p. 244. 
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The "public vengeance" of the Mexicnn tyrant, however, 

was satisfied. Deliberately and in cold blood he had caused 

three hundred and thirty of lhe sternest friends of Texas-her 

friends while living and dying-to tread tl10 winepress for her 

redemption. Ile chose the Lord's day for this sacrifice. It 

was accepted ; and God waited his own good time for retribu

tion- a retribution which brought Santa Anna a. trembling 

coward to the foot of tho Texan vi.ctors, whose magnanimity 

prolonged his miserable life to waste tho land of his birth with 

anarchy and civil war! 

.. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

SA~T.\. AN~A, having received intelligence of the capture of 

Fannin and his command, was still more confirmed in the idea. 

that the war in Texas was ended, and in his determination to 

depart for the capital. With this view, ho ordered General 

Urrea to scour all tho country between Victoria and Gah·cston, 

his loft wing to be sustained by the command under General 

Sesma. On the 24th of )farch, General Gaona set out for 

Nacogdoches with tho two battalion!'l, two four-pounders, twen

ty frontier dragoons, and fifty convicts, set apart for his com

mand, the whole amounting to seven hundred nnd twenty-five 

men. These several commanders l~ad strict orders to shoot 

all the prisoners taken!* 
A.s the dictator considered bis army unnecessarily large to 

complete what remained to be done in Texas, he ordered that 

the brigade of ca,alry commanded by Colonel Juan Jose An

drade-the property.belonging to the battalions of Guerrero, 

Matamoras, and Ximines, to tho regular militia of Querctaro, 

and to the first. battalion of Mexico-also the artillery which 

existed in the general quarters and that had been brought from 

l{exico, and likewise the thirty-two hired wagons-should be 

got ready to lea,o on the first of April for San Luis Potosi. 

As for himself, he proposed to set out immediately-going by 

• Fililola'• Defence, p. 9. 
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sea from Copan<' or Matagorda to Tampico, and thence by land 

to ..,an Luis Potosi. 
General Filisola, on whom the chief command would now 

de,olvc, looking around at his approaching responsibility, dis

covered that no impression had as yet been made upon the 

colonists; and that those already conquered, at so great a cost, 

were mol:'tly Yoluntccrs only, but lately arifred in the country, 

while the main body of Texans was still intact. As the meas

ures of Santa .\.nna did not accord with the Yiews of Filisola ' 
the latter took frequent occasion to iotimato his opinions as to 

future operations. Ilis suggestions, howcYer, had no effect; 

but knowing that Santa Anna paid great respect to any repre

sentation of Colonel ..llmontc, he went in search of that officer; 

and, with the map of Texns before them, he ob,,crved to Al

monte that, after leaving garrison~ at Bexar, Goliad, and Co

pano, the remaining forces should keep together until they had 

beaten the main body of the Texans. This advice, accompa

nied by a timely letter from General Sesma, dated from the 

right bank of the Colorado, on the 15th of )larch, induced 

Santa Anna to su~pentl the return of the ca,alry to ·Mexico, 

and to direct General Sesma, by an order, dated the 25th of 

March, to change his cour1:c, after cro~..;iug the Colorado at 

Bastrop, to San Felipe. Ile also commanded General Urrea 

to pass the Colorado at Matagorda, and march to Brasoria

thus concluding to concentrate his forces, and to finish in per

son the few remaining military open,tions ncces,mry to the re

duction of Tcx!l.s. On the 20th of March, two battalions, with 

firn vicces of artillery, and a month's rations, un icr the com

mand of Colonel .\.mat, set out from Bexar for Gonzales; and, 

on the :31st, Santa Anna and his staff, with General Filisola, 

departed on the same road.* 

• Filisola's Defence, pp. 10, 11. 
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To return to the Texans. General Houston nnived at Gon

zale"', at four o'clock in the afternoon, on tho 11th of :March.* 

PreYi )US tl1crcto, Colonels Burleson and :Xcill had been using 

the most earnest and patriotic efforts to raise a force for tho 

relief of Travis.t It was Ilou:,ton's intention to combine tho 

forces of Fannin and Xeill, and march to the aid of Travis; 

and he so ordered on the flth, in ad,•ai1cc of his arrival at Gon

zales.+ The news received there of tho foll of the Alamo, 

changed liis purpose, and he therefore despatched the order to 

Colonel Faun in to retreat to Victoria, sending one third of his 

troops to Gonzales. 
Ou the 12th of March, in pursuance of orders, Colonel Neill 

made a report of the number of troops at Gonzalos, and they 

were found to amount in all to three hundred and so,enty-four 

* Apf'<'udix No. J.-Dooumtnt ~o. 21. 

t It is proper t.o elate that Captain ,Tohn W. Smith, aft.er ('on,lucting the 

thirty-two Tc:Kans from Gonzale,; tot.he Alamo, returne,l on the 4th of ~11\rch, 

and •lnrted ngain on the 'Hh with finy more from the e.~me point; but it was 

too late.-.Smill• to tloe Pruidml of th~ Ccmtlffliion, .![arch 7, 1830. 

t I find, in the handwritin~ of Colonel O. W. Hoel.Icy, a memorandum dnt.ed 

"Burnham'a, Colorado, March 9, 1 s::G, • ns fullowa: "This ,fay I\ letter wna for

ward1·d by return express from this pince to Colonel J, C. ~eill, commanding at 

Gonzalea, onkring the origiual lo be forwarded to Colonel Fanniu, comm1mdiog 

11t Goliad, nnd a copy to loe kel't, u follows: • Colonel }'annin to march immeJi

ately with nil his effective force (except one hundred an,l twenty men, t.o he 

left for the prulcction of his post). t.o co-operate with thu oom111anJ of Colonel 

~till, nt aomo point to be tlesi.;oKteJ by hi,n, t-0 the relief of Colonel Trrn•is, 

now in the Alamo. Colonel ~- t.o recommen,1 a route to Colonel l'. from Goliad 

to tho point of co-operation. Colonel}'. to briug two light pieces or artillery, 

aud uo morn; fifty mu kd~, with thirty t.o forty i-ouuJa l,all•cnrlridgP. for each. 

Both t-0 use immediate despntch-Colonel F. with t.l:n <lays' provi~ions.' 

"A letkr to Gcnernl Burleson, requei;ting him to unite wi~h Colonel Seill in 

recommending the route- forming battalion, or regiment, according to the 

number of troop• at Gonzoles.~ 
Colonel ::,.eill, in n letter to Houston, doted Gonzales, )larch 10, 1836, uys: 

"I have received witl1 gn•nt allli•foction your commuuicnt.ion of the l)lh in•t. 

. , . , I shall forwnrd yolll' communicntion to Colond Fnnnin by e,prcM, agree

ably to your instruction•, giving hi111 due time to coneenlralo his forces with 

mine at the lime and place I •hnll dc•iguatc." Of courae, this movement would 

have been too late. 
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effecti,~ men.* '!'hey hnd not two dnys' provisions ; many 

were Without nrms, and others destitute of ammunition. t To 

~·emedy these defects as far as possible, and place the troops 

m a state of Nganization, orders ,.-ere issued for an election 

~f field-officers of the \'Olunteers on the 13th, and requiring all 

, olunteers who should come into camp to attach thcmsehes to 

some company. A camp was formed on the ea"t hank of the 

~uadalupe, and the organization cxtc nded to the lowe:..t divis

ion of the company. At the same time, Captain Lanison was 

dc:;patched to Victoria for fifty ke"'s of lend d h • 
o "' ,nn one t ousand 

pounds of powder, for the use of the army.:J: 

It was on :he night General Ilouston reached Gonzales, 

that two ~Icx1cans brought the fhst news of the fall of the 

Alamo, nml the death of all its defenders Tl 
d . 

• 10 scene pro-

uccd m the town by these sad tidings can not be described. 

At lea:;t a dozen women with their children, in that place 

alone, had thus been left widows and orphans. In fact th 

was .. 1 r .1 
. , ere 

sca1cc y a ianu y Ill the town but ba·1 to th l 
f 

u mourn e oss 

o one or more of its members. "For fio • d t ui-an - wcnly hours" 

says Captain IIan<ly, "after the news reached tt"' not n 'a 
J d 

~, ,. soun 

was !Car , !-ave the wild Rhricks of ' d 
. ,vomen, an tho heart-

rcndmg Rcreams of their fatherless cbiltl•·e11 L'ttl 
. • · 1 e groups of 

m~n nnght he seen in various corners of tho town, brooding 

o, er the pa:st, and speculating of the future • but th 1 , ey scarce y 

"" A co11~01id,1teJ report of the troo 
Colonel J. C. Xe1II, ns received ut hear now under the com111and of J.i~ul, naut.-

"Captains, 8. firttt I' t quarter,,, Gonzale!, March 12, 1836:-

" Q ' 1• 11 cnai,ts, 8; second lieulennnL, 15 ~l 

uart.l:rmast.er'• sergeant 1 . se 2 • • • • • • ~ 

eicians, l; privnteP :1;3' rgeanta, 15; corporal~ 13; mu-

" Aggregate . • • • • ' • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • , , 
36 3 

"Twenty-five.~( 'tj,~-~L~~~ ·ft~·;.~~ ~-n~~~~i;~j. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3'74 

"Li ute t II S. 
" J C. '"Ell L. L. c nan , Srou•-na, Acting A .1:.,1ant 

· ·' · •~tltnont C. I l ,,. l '11' • 

t Appendix Xo I D • 0 ."''t 0
J 

1 "' R,gular .Anny of To:,u.." 
• · ,- ocumenl ~o 2~ 

t Order lo R. R. Royall, Mnrch; a: 18~6. 
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spoke above a whisper. The public and private grief were 

alike heavy. It sank deep into tho heart of the rudest sol

dier."* 'l'o soften as much as possible the unhappy effect of 

the intelligence, Houston ca;ised the two Mexicans to l.Je a~

rcstecl and kept under guard, as spies. t Tho fact that Travis 

had agreed to fire signal-guns, and that none bad been heard 

since the Sunday previous, confirmed tho statement made by 

the Mexicans; yet, in order to ascertain tho truth of tho mat

ter, Deaf Smith, Ilonry Karnes, and R. E. Ilandy' were de

spatched to Bexar' or as near to that place as they could safely 

go, to learn the facts, aud return in three d~ys:+ .A.ft~r pro

ceeding about twenty miles, they mot Mrs. D1ck111son, w1th her 

child accompanied by Sam, the servant of Travis, and Ben, a 

free ~egro, the servant of Almonte. Mrs. Dickinson ~rought 

with her a boasting proclamation of Santa Anna, which she 
had roceiYod from tho hands of General Sesma, then at the 

Cibola on his route, with the advance of the enemy, to Gon-

zales. ' Mrs. Dickinson having fully confirmed the intelligence 

brought by the two Mexicans, Karnes, who was mounted on 

the best horse, returned in haste to Gonzales with the informa

tion and the proclamation of Santa Anna, while Smith and 

Handy remained to escort her to tho Texan army• . 
Captain Karnes reached Gonzalos between eight and mne 

o'clock on the night of the 13th. Tho intelligence brought by 
him produced a general panic. Since Santa Anna first ap
proached San .Antonio, the American settlers had been remov

ing eastward; and, as be advanced into the country, and de

veloped his bloodthirsty disposition, tho emigration became more 
hasty and universal. .A.t lengLb, with tho departure of Sesma 

* R. E. Handy to J. J. R. Pense, 1830. t Appendix I.-No. 21.. 
t Handy to Pease. Ilouston to Collingsworth, Maroh 13, 1886. Captain 

Handy is mistaken as to the date. 
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from Bexar w._th his advance of seven hundred and twenty
five men, the emigration became a flight, not of a part, but all 

- men, women, children, and servants-some carrying with 

them their goods and stock, others leaving everything. The 
volunteers in the Texan army, seeing their wives and relatives 

exposed to tho vandalism of the Mexican soldiery, wore con

stanLly leaving-some with and some without permission-to 

look after and conduct to a place of safety those who were so 

near and dear to them. This was a natural result of their ex

posed situation. The Texan commander, not having a suffi
cient force to repel tho enemy before he roached the settle
ments, and being without arLillery and munitions, was com
pelled to fall back. Tho information brought by :Mrs. Dickin• 

son had, moreover, magnified the force under Sesma. 

Having determined on a retreat, General Iloustou and his 

forces sot out before midnight on tho 13th, leaving behind bis 

spies, who wore reinforced by some volunteers from Poach 

crook. It may be stated, as a proof of tho poverty of tho ma
teriel in tho 'l'oxan army, that, when thoy set out on their re

treat, they had in camp two public wagons, two yoke of oxen, 
and a few poor horses pi Tho flying citizens had carried with 
them every species of conveyance. The Texan army reached 

the Navidad on tho 14th, whore they rested one day, while a 

guaru was sent back for a widow woman and her children 
' whose residence, being off the road, was passed without knowl-

edge of her. Some of the party who had remained behind at 

Gonzalos conducted tho family on to tho army, while tho three 
spies before named, and Reese, remained to burn the town. 

~t wa~ set on fir~ in many places at once, so that tho flying 
rnhab1tants, lookrng back, saw the light of their burning dwel

lings. By early dawn the place was reduced to ashes, and its 

* AppendLx L-No. 22. 
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only inhabitants we ·e the four faithful Texan spies previously 

mentioned:* 
Houston, having decided to make the Colorado the line of 

defence, despatched his aide-de-camp, Colonel William T. Aus
tin, to the Brasos for artillery,t and marched to Burnham's, 
on the right bank of the Colorado. He reached this point on 
the evening of tho 17th. His force had by this time increased 
to six hundred men, including a rear-guard, who were bring• 

ing with them some families.:j: 
There had, up to this time, been some twenty who had left 

tho Texan army without permission, and, as they travelled east
ward, spread over the country such exaggerated accounts of 
the large forco of the enemy, their unheard-of cruelties, and 
the small numbers of the Texans, that the panic became uni
versal and overwhelming. The ,oice of sorrow ancl despon• 
dency that came from the flying inhabitants touched the hearts 
of the small band who had ventured e,erything in this last 
effort for life and liberty. It did more-it preYcnted volun
teers from coming from the east. The panic, as it travelled 
in that direction, bad greatly increased. Citizens cast of the 
Neches believed their danger more imminent than those west 
of the Trinity. Ilence, able-bodied men were retained to de
fend families and neighborhoods. To add to the terror and 

distress, particularly in eastern Texas, there wero some bad 

* IInndy lo Pease. t ''AIDIY OanEns.-Mojor William T. Austin is hereby nppoiot~d volunteer 
nide-de-camp to the commander-in-chief of the army of Texas; anJ will proceed 
immediately lo the mouth of the Rio Brnsos (or such point a• the stores of the 
army may be), nnd make a requisition upon Colonel John A. Whorton for seven 
pieces of artillery, say aix and nine pounders - six of the former 1111d one of the 
l11tter cnlihre - and nn abundant supply of grape nnd canister shot; and for• 
ward the snme to headquarters on the Colorado river, near Burnham's. •••• 
Major Austin will obey this order with all possible despatch, nod report t-0 the 

c,;mroander-in-cllief. 
"CJ.MP os LAV.AC.A., J.farrA 15, 1836,n 

t Appendix L-No 23. 
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men who spread false alarms for the sake of plunder. It was 
understood, and perhaps with some tmth that all " • , .americans, 

whether combatants or not, were to be driven from the country 

an~ ~hat _the women brought by Santa Anna with bis army wer; 
to ~om his soldiers in forming the advance of a Mexican popu
lation that was to occupy the province. 

" It pai_us my heart," says the commander-in-chief, writing 
to the chairman of the military committee-" it pains my heart 
that such consternation should have been spread by the few 
deserters from camp. . . . Our own people, if they would act, 
are enough to expel every Mexican from Texas. Do lot it be 
known that, on close examination, and upon reflection, the 
force of San.ta Anna bas been greatly overrated If • • . . you 
can, by any means, soothe the people, and get them to remain, 
th~y shall haYe notice, if I deem it necessary. Let them enter
tam no fears for the present. We can raise three thousand 
men in Texas, and fifteen hundred can defeat all that Santa 
Anna can send to the Colorado."* 

The Texan army remained two days at Burnham's waitina 
for tho families to pass safely over, when it also cross:d to th: 
left bank, and, marching down the river, took position opposite 
Beason's. IIere they remained until the 96th ·t· l . - , a wa1 mg t 1e 
arrival of artillery and reinforcements It i's t tl. t · rue ia most 
of the reports made of the advancing force of thee . nemy over-
rated then- numbers. The first body, under Sesma and Woll 
was seven hundred and twenty-five; the second under Genera{ 
Tolsa, which probably reached the Colorado ~bout the time 
t~e Texans took position opposite Beason's, numbered some 
six hundred-making an aggregate of thirteen hundred and 
twentj-fiv~, of which ninety were cavalry, with two six-pound
ers. Yet it was understood in the Texan camp that they had 

* Appendix 1.-No. 28. 
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at least twice that number on the right bank of the rirnr, with 

heavy reinforcements coming up. At all CYCnts, without artil

lery and ammunition, it would not have been prudent to hazard 

a battle when there was so much at stake. Such was the ,iew 

taken of the. matter by tho commander-in-chief, and ho was 

fully supported by the convention. "It is deemed u~eless," 

says the president of that body, in his letter of the 16th of 

March, "to suggest to you the importance of giving all possi

ble information, in various directions around you through the 

country, of the movements of the enemy, and to retard his 

prog1·ess as far as practicable ,~ithout hazardiug a battle, with

out a tolerable certainty of ·victory. But annoy him in situa

tions which will admit of it, so as to save you,r men until a 

force can collect to enable you to make a successful attack 

upon him." 
The troops that were expected from eastern Texas did not 

come. As early as the 5th of March, General Houston had 

despatched ~fajor John Forbes, of his staff, to Velasco, to act 

with Colonel John A. Wharton, the adjutant-general, in for

warding troops and munitions-of-war to tho army, directing 

that supplies and munitions should be sent no farther south 

than Dimitt's landing.-:• 

Colonel William T. Austin, in pm·suance of orders, proceed

ed directly to Brasoria, and applied to Colonel Wharton for 

the required artillery and grape and canister. That officer 

was then on his way to the army with one hundred and fifty 

troops from Velasco, and informed Colonel .Austin that he had 

already sent all the guns suitable for field-service, consisting 

of two six-pounders and one mortar, with shot and bhells, to 

Bell's landing, and would take them to the army. At the 

sam" time the adjutant-gcncrnl sent Colonel Austin to Velasco, 

* Order to Forbes, March 6, 1836. 
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to forward munitions and stores to Dell's landing.* Previous 

to lea.Ying Burnham'!<, orders were clcspatclied to all points 

west of the Colorado, di°rccting that familicb should be in readi

ness to mo,o cast of that stream, and that stock of all kinds 

shoulcl be driven o,·er it. 

The go,·crnmcnt ad interim, on entering upon the discharge 

of its functions on the 17th of March, exerted itself to increase 

the force under the 'I'cxan flag. President Burnet issued a 

strong appeal to the people east of the Brasos, expressing grief 

and surprise that, under the influence of idlo rumors, they wero 

lca,ing thoir homes, and, by the cil'culation of false news, pre

venting others from repairing to the standanl of their counti-y, 

where alone their homes and families were to be defcndcd.t 

At the same time a resolution was taken to remove the scat of 

government to Ilarrisburg. Agents were likewise sent eost

ward to quiet the public mind, and two thirds of the militia 

were called into scrvice.:f: Colonel Rusk, the secretary of war, 

was untiring in his efforts to forward supplies of all kinds. At 

the ferry at Washington he stationed an officer, with orders to 

let no man pass eastward who had a rifle, and to take by im

pressment and forward to the army all the powder, lead, and 

horses, he could, II These were strong measures, but such as 

the times required. 

On the 20th of March, Captain Karnes, with five men, met 

with and defoated a party of twelve Mexicans at Rocky creek, 

* Letter of William T. Austin, .April 16, 1842; order of John .A. Wharton to 

William T. Austin, March 18, 1836. 

t Proelamntion or the 18th of March, 1886. Extract of II letter from Captain 

John "W_· Smit~at~? San Felipe, March 18, 1886: "I find many wngons and 

<:'rte with lone fanuhes, and three or four men with ,them, 11nd many of them 

single men. If possible, 110 arrangement should be mnrle, and the committees 

of aafoly or ~ome olher nulhority should stop and compel to return lo the army 

oil perl!Ons 11 .>t hnving n passport.." 

t Ru,k lo Ilouslun, Mnrch 19, 1886. I lb., March 20, 1886. 
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. f Benson's killing one, taking another pns-tweh-e miles west o , • ' * I addition to the protec-., t ··ng three horses. 11 

oner, anu cap u11 ~ ' r es were stationed aho.c • ('I at Beason s, iorc tion of the cros:;m,, . g below The force ' d at the Atasco silo crot-:;rn • o o.t i1osely s, au to headquarters, on the .3d, 
at Moscly's captured and seFnt separate examination of . of tho enemy. rom a three mo1 e . d tl t the main body of the • . it wa~ a"certame ia thu:-e pn:;oner", • t b k of the ri\'er. The ~ ·ere near the wes an troop::; under ' e:;ma" . . seven hundred strong, in . at tlns time over Texan force "as . . . 1· and anxious to meet tho • • der strict d1sc1p rne, high l:-pmt-., un . ·1· on tho we:;t hank of • had taken lus po"1 ion foe. The enemy . . th Robert,on crossing, about lornt1on near c the river, on an e ' \.t th t Cl'O""in('/ the rfrer was ford-b Dea ·on s ~ a ~ 0 two miles a OYe :; , • d , ed there a detachment T comman er p1ac able; and the cxan fif under Lieutenant-Colonel I dre<l au<l i ty men of about one nm 'd d p This force was d C >lain Po.tton, m c- c-cam • Sherman an a1 d d also as an ambm,cadc, d .1 rruard to the for , an d"d inten eu as a e the river. They I I ~1• ··cans cndc:wor to pas:; shouhl tie " cx1 fift of their ca,alry, but one of llcmpt to send o,er I y . make an a . . .. , t1 fire<l at them as they were gorng the guar<l havmg md1:,crce y d made no further attempt at into the water, they retreated, an 

that point. C t •n Knrnes was sent t the enemy ap ai With a view to mee d d' fifty troops fifty of whom • ·th one hundre an I , • oYer the rl\"er wi t t· the foot in a ravine par-<l • th or<lers to s a 10n were mounte ' w1 . . then to proceed with 
allcl to the route to the Mexican camp' and retreat. The 

~ t draw out the enemy, the mounted orcc, o . fi d a di!'.chargc of grape b . •d . the ){cx1cans re Or<lcn, were o e) c • d IC.,- es not decm-a· d t a vancc ... ru , t the Texan co..alry, hut I no . • 1 a force, re-~ . dent to march nearer agamsL so arge mg 1t pru h. 
d the ri,er without effecting anyt mg. crc)s"e 

* AppenJix I.-No. 26. 
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It was the intention of the Texan commander to cross 0,01· 

at Beason'i; on the night of the 27th of March with all his force 
except a camp-guard, and attack tho enemy on the south and 
east of his camp. But, on the evening of the 25th, Peter Kerr 
brought the disastrous though not altogether unexpected news 
of the defeat and surrender of Fannin and l1is command at tho 
Coleta, and the capitulation of W ar<l and his forces near Dim
itt's landing. This intelligence was most unfortunate, and 
produced a chilling effect upon the army. To allay in somo 
degree its effects, Kerr was arrested and placed under guard, 
as a publisher of false news, and a spy. This, together with 
the fact that tlic artillery expected had not arrived; that tho 
check already given to Sesma had doubtless induced him to 
senu for reinforcement:;; that the defeat of Fannin would leave 
Urrea. at liberty to come to tho relief of Sesma; that the de
feat of tho ad,ance under the latter would ser,c only to con
centrate the Mexican army, which, with its various corps thus 
united, could overrun Texas in spite of the force then in tho 
field to resist it-these considerations induced the Texan com
mander to retreat, hoping for a more fa,oraule occasion to de
cide the fortunes of the infant republic in a battle. It was his 
policy to keep the enemy divided, and, when the blow was 
given, to strike at a Yital part. 'l'hc small army under his 
command was the Inst hope of Texas, and tho prize too impor
tant to be hazarded without a certainty of success. 

In announcing this retreat to tho government, General Ilous
ton says: "I helu no councils of war. If 1 err, the blame is 
mine."* That reinforcements would nrri.c, he ·had every rea
son to expect. Tho government, having reached Harrisburg 
on the 22d, informed him the next day that "orders were in 
execution for tho mustering into seITico of two thirds of the 

VoL. II.-8 
* Ap~odix L-No. 30. 
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militia of the country. "These," said tl1c secretary of war, 

" with tho aid from the United States, will, if you can hold tho 

enemy iu check long enough for their concentration, present 

on insurmountable barrier to the progress of the enemy into 

the country."-" One great object should be," observes the 

secretary of" o.r, in a lotter of tho same date, "to hold him in 

check until reinforcements and supplies can reach you. E,ery 

means ho.s been put into requisition for the purpose of forward-

ing on both." 
On the e,cning of the 26th, the o.rmy commenced the retreat 

in good order. It wa!', however, a subject of regret that the 

houses of Messrs. Burnham and Dewees, on the left bank of 

the Colorado, wero burnt by the Toxan picket-guard, on the 

approach of the enemy. Tho Texan forces, aftor a march of 

iiYe mile:-, halted for the night at a Hi.kc in tho prairie. As 

they left the woods skirting the Colorado, they were reinforced 

by the three companies of Captains Amasa Tw·ncr, William 8. 

Fisher, o.nd Richo.rd Roman, under the command of Major John 

Forbes of the staff, who, after untiring exertions, and tho cheer

ful aid of tho people on tho route, bad succeeded in conducting 

them safely from the mouth of the Brasos. Never was a rein

forcement more welcome. The companies, however, wero small, 

tho aggregate being only one hundred and thirty men. On the 

27th, the army resumed its march, and reached tho timbers of 

the Bra.c:os ; and, on the 28th, it arrived o.t San Felipe, on the 

wost bank of that river. 
To provide for the protection of tho new line of defence, 

Colonel Edward Harcourt was ordered to proceed to V clasco, 

or !<omc eligible position on the coast or below Columbia, o.nd 

fortify it, having placed a.t his disposal such resources as he 

could fiud there. Captain 'Mosely Baker was directed to take 

post with hi!' command on the cast bank of the Brasos, oppo-

MOVEMENTS OF THE TEXAN ARllY, 115 

site San Fer d ipc, an obstruct tho 
troops coming fr b l passage of the enemy. All 

om c ow were ordc . d 
Bra.sos;* at the sam r C re to fall back to tho 

e imc, oloncl A. II 't • 
to remove the pub!" t us on was directed 

ic s ores from Coxe' • 
bay, and Colonel J M s pomt to Gah·cston 

At San F li • or~an to defend the island. t 
c pe some discontent ar 

mcnts of the a1·my so . I . osc as to tho future move-
, me w1:s nng to ma . h b l 

up the riYcr. The comm d . . . rc cow and otl1ers 
an cr-m-ducf 1, d 

sos, and, crossing Mill . k roccc cd up the Bra-
. crce ' encamped Tl • 
m, and the roads bee • ie rams had set 

ame exceedingly t, d 
some to the troops It . a , and marching toil-
1., • :ramed all night Th 

ut few tonts or coverings .ffi . d • c soldier,;, ha.ving 
. h' f , su c1c severely Th 
m-c re spent the night sittin on . • c commander-

over him, and his feet on . g his saddlo, with a blanket 
0 a piece of wood + 

n the evening of ti 31 ·+ 
1e st of :.\farch aft . 

march, the Texans reached th B . . .' er a. most fatiguing 
II• I O rnsos tunbcr • 

ere t icy encamped . opposite Groce's 
111 a secure • t • • 

ter in a lake immediately ii d . pos1 wn, having excellent wa-
r, h 1 a 'ance of the d • 
ourt sofa mile of the r i. m, an within three 

C 
unv0t·. The stcar l, 

aptaiu Ross, then at G ' u oat "Ycllowi;tonc'" 
roce s ferry d , 

* Orders to llnrcourt d n , an nearly loaded with 

Smith, March 28 1836 ai° aler, March 28, 1836. Lette f C • 
took t ' • n purauauce of th I r 

O 
Rptam M W 

t il:sk ~; ~•ompMn's ferry, at Fort Bend. e aa~named order, Cnptain S~itl: • 

i With C oiaton'. March :!8, 1836. 
ow cxcept100., neithe ffi 

eenre campaign II r o icera nor men hacl 
rled by 1111 &erva.ot, odu•ton'a baggnge con,i•ted of n pa· anfy tente during that 

an contain· h • Ir o eaddle fill 
to a military chest, th IDg is official papers and h ·W e!.8, car-

geoernl during th e a~10y had none nt all. The I a c nngo of linen. A. 
• e campaign were t I on y money, u d b 

As on iociJenL of th t· wo JUndred dollare of b" Be Y the 
°"' •mes, while th 

11 own 1•riv •· f 
man wu founJ eitti . e army wns cros • a..., unds. 

band hacl fall . hog with another femnlc on a I •10g the Colorado, a wo• 
· en 10 t e Alamo. h h d og near the riv H 

conveya.oce. Ho l ' • e a no resources, n er. er bu• 

menne fifty dolla~s o; learning her condition, furoisheod r:otector, or _menns ol 

become a state of ti Ae ea'; no more of her. In af~ er out of h11 alender 

I 
'd ie mer1can u · r-years, wbeo T • 1 

a, out his do l. . 11100, she wrote to 1 • e.xns ,ad 
na 100 m th um atati ti 

her family ind d e purchase of cattle th • ' ng •Rt •he hnd 
•peo eot. • • e increase of which had made 

• 
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cotton, was pre!'scd into the public service, and was afterward 
found to be almost indispensable. On the 31st, tho soldiers 
buried the only one of their comrades who died a natural death 
during the campaign. After remaining a day at this point, the 
army marched into the Brasos "bottom,'" nearer the river, 
where it remained until tho 13th of April. The river having 
overflowed its banks, the water surrounded them, and left them 

on an island. 
On the 2d of April, Colonel Zavala joined the camp, bring-

ing information that a visit might soon ho expected from Colo
nel Rusk, tho secretary of war. About tho same time, eighty 
volunteers from tho Red-river lands arrived. Ilouston was oc
cupied for some days in reorganizing his army, and restoring 
it to that discipline and round of camp-duty wllich had been 
somewhat neglected during the retreat from the Colorado. At 
San Felipe, on the 2!'lth of March, on the supposed approach of 
the Mexicans, tho citizens fired tho town, and burnt it to ashes. 
This, though wit.bout orders, was only anticipating the enemy.* 

While the Texan army was lying in the Brasos bottom, 
Houston, through the spies, learned tho movements of tho ene
my. A more efficient corps of spies was never attached to 
any nrmy. They hung about the enemy's co.mp, and watched 
all bis movements.t Yet it is somewhat remarkable that the 

* Appendix I.-1fo, S6. t Deaf ~mith went out one day, early in Apri~ in 1earch of the enemy. llis 
aight bad become di:n, and, for better observation, be took with him young 
Ch~~owith. The Mexicans had collected a large number of cnttle, and etnt 
them on in ndv1,nce of their army, in the direction of San Felipe. The •piP.9 
came in sight of them, and Smith, relying upon Cbenowith'• eyee, returned antl 
reported n br,;c numher of the enemy n• an advanced gunrd. This produce,! q.lVt,,, an excitement in the Te:csn camp, until the arrival of "Jim Well•," wh(), 
having l,~tter e) es and less fancy, nporle<l them truly. Deaf Smith wns much 
hurt, nnJ declnred thl\t Chenowilh should go with him no more. A• n epy, 
Smith w111 inimitable. He rode a good ho1'8e, and hl\d the faith to believe thol 
no other ateed could keep up with him. But, if overtaken, be would turn nnd 
fight, and with a eoolneS!!, courage, and judgment, that were irn.'listil,le. 

llOVElfE!\7'S OF SANTA ANNA • · 117 
Texans did not certain! • • of April that !=lo.nt A y ascertai_n, until the night of the 19th 

C I 'i R '-' a nno. was with the invading army 
o one usk, the secretar f • 1st of A1>ril t . . h y o war, left Ifarrisburg on the 

, 0 JOlll t e army p .• • issued a last strong appeal to ~be re, ious to l11s departure, he 
the defence of the cou11t1·v 3/.· rr· peopl_e of Texas to march to 

, • 1s arrival • welcome, for he was a sft" d . m camp was most iUe a nser and a fi d of Texas in her struggle. ' rm an able friend 

W o now return to the operations of th 
remembered that ~anta An h d . e enemy. It will be "' ' na a directed of his fol'ces in the a· 1· a general movement irec ion of San Feli e H in this combination i't Id h p • ad he persevered ' wou ave bee 11 fi • victories, a flying enemy a d . n _we or 1nm; but po.st . ' n an impatience t h ion contrary to his O"" t . . o car any opin-.. n, m~p1red him ·u which ended only in his . G w1 l a false confidence, rum. cneral ~esm days after the retreat of II t .., o. succeeded, four . ous on from the Col • d • porting n portion of h' . oio. o, m trnns-1s anny across that • , • he advised Santa Anna "t tb . r1~er. Of thll:i fact , .. e ~a.rue h11l4} o,; •• 1 • the l'iver was greatlv s , II .,,.rn1g um notice that • "o CD, and tho means f • • scarce. On the 2d of A ril !=l o crossmg it very 

<l I 
p , ._anta Anna arrived t l a upe, which he found l'k . a t 1e Gua-1 CWISC Yery hi ) fi • crossed, with his staff a d . k g i. e immediately 

I 
. n a pic et of cavalr caving Genernl Filis I t y' on a rnft; and 0 a o attend to the U."Sa ' der of the army he h .· d . . p • ge of the remain-' urne on to JOm G I Colorado. On the 5th of • ,·1 enero. ... esmn, at the ..o..pu he reached ti crossing of that riYer II I ' . ie Atasco silo . . el'o lC directed Q l mam and construct raft " . enern Woll to re-s 1or transportmg a h ai-tillel'y wao-ons and £ cross t e stream the . . ' o , orces, under Filit;ola <l • Y1s1on tmder Sesma and T 1, ' an ' with the di-o sn, proceeded to s F • be arrived on the 7th of ' ·1 an elipc, where ..o..pri -:t 
* .A,Mref<., of the Secret. -t Filieolo's Dcreuce, p. 1 ty of War, March 31, 1836. 

P b. 
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011 the 2d of April, Ilou~ton sent out Major Patton with a 
detachment to reconnoitre tho onomy. On the 3d, ho rein
forced Captain Mosely Baker with Captain Kimbrough's com
mand, and directed Captain Baker to require all persons at his 
camp to enroll themselves as volunteers, and nono to loavo it 
without express permission.* These were strong measures, 
but tho emergency was pressing. 

About this time, the idea began to pre.ail, not only in the 
Texrm camp, but with tho government at Harrisburg, that the • 
enemy would not cross the Bra.sos, but would attempt to fall 
down and get possession of the coast and seaports. To meet 
this state of things, orders wero given through Colonel A. 
Huston, quartermaster-general, and Colonel W. D. C. !fall, 
to remove all the stores and munitions from Coxc's point, :Mat
agorda, Velasco, Bell's landing, and Columbia, to tho east end 
of Galveston island. The means of doing this were quite lim
ited, for al~ the ye:;scls had been engaged by merchants and 
cmi,,.rants wl10 wero retiring with their cffccts.t 0 • 

The extent of alarm and confusion arising from tho flight of 
the citizens was at this time most distressing. Samuel P. Car
son, the secretary of the navy, writing to President Burnet 
from Liberty, says: "I baYe issued orders to two different 
persons-one for Trinity and one for the ~echcs-to pres~ 
boat", &c., to aid tho people in crossing. The panic has 
reached this placo, and the people aro all leaving Trinity from 
the opposite (west) side, and preparations making hy many on 
this. Tho river is rising rapidly, and I fear by to-night it will 
ho irnpnssnblc for any kind of carriage. The 'slues' on this 
side are belly-deep. Thero must be thrco hundred families-

* Order to William II. Fallon, April 2, 1836. -Army Ord~r,, April S, 1886. t Leller of .A. lluslon, 
0

April 1, 1836. Lell~r of Captain J. ~I. All~n, Maroh 
SI, 1836. 
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I kno~ not the number of wagons, carts, cnrriages, &c. Do
struct1on_ pervades the wholo country. I must speak plainly
the rclntions existing between us, and tho rcsponsibilitr which 
rests on us, mako it my duty. Never till I reached .Trinity 
havo I desponded-I will not say, despaired. If Houston has 
retreated, or bc~n whipped, nothing can saYo tho 1icoplo from 
tllemselves: thou· own conduct has brought tl11·s c 1 ·t h 

I a army 011 
~ em : !f llouston retreats, tho 0ying people mny be covered 
rn their :scape._ .1:1o must be advised of tho state of tho water:;, 
and the imposs1bihty of tho people crossing."* 

At the same lime, Captain l\forehouso, with a detachment of 
volunteer:; and regulars, was conducting a number of familic~ 
from Matagorda to Columbia. In fact, on e,·cry rond Ion.din • 
eastward in Texas • r d g ' we1e 1oun men women and ch"ld . , , 1 rcn, 
mo,·rng thro~gh tho country over swollen strcnms and muddy 
roads, strcrnng the way with their property, crying for aid, 
and exposed. to tho fierce nortltus and rains of spring. Tho 
scene was d1 tressing indeed ; and, being witnessed by the 
small but faithful army of Texanf; whose ,..fres aud f: ·1· "' .. :rnu ICS 
they wcro, thus exposed and suffering, nerved their arms and 
hearts for tho contest then uot distant. 

:t was on the 7th of A.p;il that l\Iajor Wylie l\Iartin rc
cc_1vcd: through his spies, indirect information that ~antn An,nn 
was Wlth the adrnncing army of the onomy Tl11·s • t 11· . . • 111 e 1gcnco 
was immcd1ntcly sent from l\fartin's camp (on the east bank 
o~ the B~aso:;, oppo!:itc l!'ort Dcnd) to llou~ton.t From all the 
c~1scovencs that could bo made through the spies, Houston be-
lieved that the enemy had crossed tho Brac:os "cl I • • f - u ow us pos1-
10n, and so cxprcc:sed himself to Secretary Rusk c:uo- t· • . , • 0 ge:- mg 

Letler of April 4th. Trlln•mi'led l.o JI war, l,y order of thd president. • ouslon by the acting aecret..iry of 

ti}a ~~~~~nf:rm~l~un wns given hy ,a free IIPgro, by the nnme of Wileoo. Mar • pn • 1836 i Alniont6a Journal, April 9_ 
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the propriety of crossing likewise:,. Colonel Rusk concurred 
in this view ; and the passage accordingly commenced at ten 
o'clock on the morning of tho 12th. The river being very 
hio-h the steamboat "Yellowstone" and the yawl were the only 

0 ' 
means of transporting the army, cattle, and baggage. By one 
o'clock in the afternoon of tho 13th, all was safely landed on 
the eastern bank, and the troops took position at Grace's. 

The conclusion that the enemy had crossed the Brasos was 
correct. Santa A.nna, arriving at San Felipe on the 7th, en
deavored to pass the ri.er at that point; but he was received 
with such determined resistance by Captain Mosely Baker and 
bis command, that, aftc.r contending for two days, be aban
doned the attempt, and set out with four companies of infantry 
and :fifty cavalry in search of another crossing. It was on the 
evening of the 9th that they left San Felipe. After a march 
of sixteen miles, they reached the San Bernard a little after 
midnight, and sent out a scout to reconnoitre tho ferry at Fort 
Bend. The scout having returned, Santa Anna again proceed

ed on bis march, and arrived at nine o'clock, on the night of 
the 10th, in the neighborhood of Fort Bend. At two o'clock 
on the following morning, the Mexicans set out again, all on 
foot-leaving their cavalry and baggage behind-to surprise 
the guard o.t the river before daylight; but, mistaking the dis-

* The following order sl1ows that the enemy's arrival nt San Felipe was im

modintely known in the Texan camp: -
0 Ib:ADQ.UAl\TERS or THE AB.MV, G.urp WEST OF BBASOS, April 1, lgJ(i, 

"An= ORDERS. -The advance of the enemy is at Snn Felipe. The moment, 
for which we have wnited with nnxiety ond interest, is fast approaching. The 
victims of the Alamo, and the manes of those who were murdered at ?ol(ad, 
call for C()(}l, deliberate vengeance. Strict discipline, order, and snbordmnt1on, 

will insure us the victory. 
"The army wiH be in readiness for action nt R moment's warning._ The fie_ld-

officers hove the immediate execution of thls order in charge for theu· respccl1ve 

commands. "S~l IIOuSTON, Commander-ill-Chuf. 

GEORG£ ,,. IloCKLEf, 111,pedo,·-General." 

• 
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tance, the early dawn found them a mile from the riYer. Tbua 
frustrated, Santa Anna placed his men in ambush. 

On the 12th, shortly after sunrise, the onemy appeared in 
force opposite the camp of Major Wylie Martin, at Thompson's 
ferry. They opened a heavy fire on tho small force of forty
six men on the east bank, which continued until tho afternoon. 
Very early on the 12th, Martin had sent three men to Morton's 
crossing, to sink a small boo.t which had been left for the use 
of five families there. Before they arrived, a negro had taken 
the boat and crossed over to the western bank. The negro, 
was captured by tho enemy, and conducted them to the boat. 
A. sufficient number of Mexicans having passed over to disperse 
the families there, did so after a short contest. Major Martin, 
hearing the firing, despatched Lieutenant Jones with ten men 
to learn the cause. By the time they reached there, one hun
dred o.nd fifty of the enemy bad effected a crossing. Thus 
Major Martin, being overpowered, retreated toward the main 
army:"' Having possession of the ferry, Santa Anna sent an 
express to Sesma to advance to that point. 

Houston had given orders that all the moans of crossing 
along tho river should be secured or sunk, and that all the 
catUe should be driven to the cast sido; belie,ing that, by thus 
delaying tho Mexicans, they would fall short of provisions. 
Such, in fact, was the case, as the advance had only half ra-

* Report of Major Mnrtin, Ap1·il 18, 1836. The Mexican nccount of this affair 
is •omewhnt different. In fact, as the small boat wns concealed above Morton's 
'.erry, there is little doubt but, as Almonte states, some of the enemy crossed in 
it, nnd slept on the left, bank of the river on the 11th, without being discovered. 
When the enemy reached San Felipe, Almonte l'Ode up in ad.vance, and called 
out to the Tex1ms on the east side, "Bring over thnt boat- the Mex.icnns are 
coming 1~ This wna Btlid in good English; nnd the enemy cannonaded Baker's 
breast wot ks for some time, but still did not get the boal - Memoranda of Rev. 
A. ~ .JI•Gown. It was a succeSl'ful ru&e on the part of the Mexicans to keep np 
n. firing at Thompson's ferry, while they were c1·ossiog at :Morton's, three miles 
distant. 
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tions of bread. On the 11th of April, the effective force of 
tho Texan army was five hundred and twenty-three men, ex
clusive of detachments at the different crossings. When it was 

ascertained that the enemy had passed the rfrer, orders were 
immediately sent to all these detachments to concentrate at 

Donoho's, three miles from Groce's, on the 16th. It was at 
Donoho's that the road from Groce's to Harrisburg crossed 
that from San Felipe to eastern Texas. 

Affairs had now reached a crisis, as was obvious to all. 

That a conflict would soon occur was devoutly desired, per
haps by the enemy as well as the Texans. Santa Anna ha,-

' 
ing crossed the Brasos at Fort Bend, proceeded, on the 14th 
of April, with a force amounting to a little o,er seven hundred 
men, and one twelve-pounder, on the road to IIarrisburO' * 

. b) 

where he arrived on the 15th.t 
On the day that Santa Anna reached Harrisburg, his army 

was sufficiently scattered for its destruction in detail. Urrea 
was !t Matagorda, with some twelve hundred men; Gaona 

lost in the country between Bastrop and Sau Felipe, with se,en 

hundred and twenty-five; Sesma at Fort Bend, with about one 
thousand; aqd Filisola between San Felipe and Fort Bend, 
with nearly eighteen hundred more. These, with the excep

tion of the troops stationed in Bexar, Goliad, Copano, Mata
gorda, &c., constituted the force of the enemy in Texas
numbering originally about seven thousand five hundred men 

' but reduced by killed and disabled to some five thousand five 

hundred. 
When information was received of the enemy having crossed 

the Brasos, it was not known but they would advance on the 

* Filisoln'e Defence, p. 11. 
t .AJmonte's Journal. Filieola says on the 16th; but as .Almon~ was with 

Santa Anna, and kept a diary, he ought to know. 

' 
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road from San Felipe to eastern Texas;* hence the concentra
tion of the Texan force at Donoho's. 

As the Texans were crossing the Brasos, they were rein

forced by two six-pounders, known as the " Twi11rSiste1·s." 
These notable pieces of artil!ery, for the good they did in the 
cause of Texan independence, deserve some further notice. 
A meeting was held in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1835, fo~· the pur
pose of aiding Texas in her struggle. On the suggestion of 

Robert F. Lyttle, it was concluded to furnish these two pieces 
of "hollow ware." .A committee was chosen to carry out the 
resolution; and through the instrumentality of William M. 
Corry, Willis Tatan, Pulaski Smith, David Bolles, and others, 
tho cannon were manufactured, mounted, supplied with shot at 
the foundry of Messrs. Greenwood and Webb, and despatched 
to N cw Orleans ; thence, by the Texan agents, to Brasoria. 
To this point General Houston sent twice for them ; but the 
want of means for transportation, the wretched condition of 
tho roads, and ultimately the proximity of the enemy, made it 
hazardous to forward them by that route. They were then 
shipped by Colonel .A. Huston, the quartermaster-general, on 
board the schooner "Pennsyb·ania" to Galveston island, and 
thence to Harrislmrg. At, this place, horses were pressed to 
haul them, and they were started on the 9th of April, under. 
care of Captain Smith, to tho army.·!· They were placed in 

• "FoaT BEND, April 8, 1836. 

"Thie very moment two men arrived from toward San Felipe, who say the 
enemy must be, by this time, in that town, in full force. They slate that one 
division o( the enemy has passed above, pointing the head of their column for 
Nacogdoches; the other column below, aiming for Matagorda." -Mt1jor Wylie 
.Martin. to General Hom/011.. 

t Letter of .A. lluston, Ap1·il 1, 1836. Letter of David Thomas, acting sec
retary of war, April 10, 1836. Letter of Elijah Slack, March 23, 1854. Captain 
Smith WM a brother-in-law of Colonel Rusk. It is said the 1\cirt-Siaters aro 
now at Baton Rouge, in the service of the United States. Texas ought to have 
them, and could doubtless obtain the111 by asking. 
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charge of Colonel Hockley, who kept them in efficient order. 

Texas will never cease to be grateful to Cincinnati for that 

valuable present. 

It is proper here to state, in ordbr to bring up the current 

of events in this busy period of Texan history, that the authori

ties had .managed, through the kindness of good friends, to 

pick up a small no.vy of throe vessels, viz. : the Invincible, Cap

tain L. Brown; the Brutus, Captain IIurd; and tho Iruiepen,

dence, Captain Ilawkins. These vessels wore not idle, but 

were of infinite service to Texas in preventing the enemy from 

receiving supplies. In the firet days of April tho Invincible 

sailed on a cruise off Brasos Santiago, and fell in with the 

J.Wontezuma, Captain Thompson. After a fight of two hours, 

tho Mexican vessel was driven on shore, and left in a sinking 

condition. Af~1· repairing his rigging (the only injury ho re

ceived), Captain Brown stood out from tho harbor, and fell in 

with tho brig Pocket, from New Orleans to Matamoras, freighted 

with flour, lard, rice, and uiscuit, for tho iioxican army, under 

contract ,nth a house in tho former city. The Pocket was 

brought into Galveston. From letters found on board, it was 

ascertained that Santa Anna's object was to secure tho sea

ports, and place a thousand men on Galveston island::+ .All 

this information was communicated to Ilouston about the time 

ho crossed the Ilrasos river. This intelligence, and tho near 

approach of tho enemy, determined the government to fortify 

Galveston island. For this purpose, so,·eral pieces of artillery 

wore brought from the seaports south; and the Independence 

was detained in the bay to aid in commencing the work. Tho 

citizens there volunteered their assistance, and placed them

sol vos under the command of Colonel Morgan. 

Tho acting secretary of war, in his letter to the commander

* Letters of David Thomae, nctiog Secretary of "War, .April 7 and 8, I SSG. 

• 
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in-chief of the 12th of April, after referring to the fact that the 

enemy had crossed the Brasos at Fort Bend, says: "There is 

nothing to stop his march to this place [Harrisburg], 01· Gal

veston, in twenty-four hours. Thero are a number of families 

here and i~ the neighborhood, who came here under the belief 

that they would be safe, who are now exposed to the attack of 

the enemy. You have assured the govemment that the enemy 

should never cross the Brasos : they ha,e relied on yom· assu

rance, but they find your pledges not verified, and numberless 

families exposed to the ravages of the enemy. Tho country 

expects something from you; tho government looks to you for 

action. The time has now arrived to determine whether we 

are to give up the country, and make tho best of our way out 

of it, or to meet the enemy, and make at least one struggle for 

our boasted independence. The government does not intend 

to control your movements; but it is expected that, without 

delay, you will take measures to check those of the enemy." 

This letter was received by tho commander-in-chief on the 

13th, at a moment when he was pressed by business, and ma

king his arrangements for offensive operations. Ile, however, 

considered the taunts and suggestions in the secretary's letter 

as gratuitous, because ho was harassed with difficulties which 

the government could not appreciate. IIis answer, under the 

circumstances, was mild,* and went into a summary of past 

events. There was hardly a time during the campaign when 

the enemy's force was not ten times as great as his own-a 

well-appointed army, composed mostly of veteran troops, sup

plied with artillery, arms, and munitions, and commanded by 

a. general who, up to that period, had neYer known defeat. 

The Texan army, on the contrary, was a hasty collection of 

farmers, paid and fed upon promises, poorly armed, and with 

* Apptodix 1.-No. 42. 
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every variety of weapon, and up to that time without a single 
piece of artillery. Add to this that their wives and chil<lren, 
objects dear to them, were homeless wanderers-flyjng, with
out food or shelter, unprotected by tho stalwart arm of their 
natarnl defenders from the ravages of a barbarou~ foe-and 
we must admire the sagacity and address that kept so many 
of them together so long. Half a generation has passed away 
since that campaign, and a thinkii;ig world, which in tho end 
always comes to a just conclusion, has stamped its progress 
and termination as heroic. 

Complaints have been made of the apathy of eastern Texas, 
as thou$h the people of that section did not love their country 
as well as those of tho wost. We should first look at their 
condition, and have the same understanding of affairs that they 
did, before we condemn. It was known to them that General 
Gaona, with a well-appointed division of the Mexican army, 
was on his way to Nacogdoches, with orders from Santa Anna 
to shoot all who were taken with arms in their hands, and to 

dri\'e the others out of the country. His route lay along the 
frontiers, passing the Trinity at the upper or Camanche cros

sing.* The order directing him to change his course to San 
Felipe was unknown to tho Texans. The country through 
which he marched was thronged with Indians, already stirred 

up by tho emissaries of the Mexicans, and naturally disposed 

to join them; for it is to tho credit of the latter that they had 
ever excelled tho Americans in kindnets toward the aboriginal 

tribes. Of their motive for this we need not stop to inquire. 
The people of eastern Texas, then, felt that their danger was 
imminent. This apparent danger was increased by the threats 

* In old times, there were three well-known crossings on the Trinity: first, 
the upper crossing, at the present town of MRgnoliR-the oldest road in Texas; 
second, the middl• crossing, at Robbins'e ferry, established in 1689, by De Leon; 
and, third, the lower crossing, at Liberty, established in 1805. 
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and movements of the Indians. To ascertain the facts, the 
committee of vigilance at Nacogdoches despatched agents to 
the Indians. C. H. Sims and William Sims, who were sent to 
the Cherokees, reported them to be hostHe, and making prepa
rations for war; that they were drying beef and preparing 
meal, and said they wore about sending off their women and 
children ; that they had murdered Brooks Williams, an Ameri
can trader among them ; that they s2.id a large body of Indians, 
composed of Caddoes, Kcechies, Ionics, Twowokanies, W a
coes, and Camanches, were expected to attack the American 
settlements; that the Cherokees gave every indication of join
ing them; that the number of warriors embodied on tho Trinity 
was estimated at seventeen hundred; and that Bolles, the prin

cipal Cherokee chief, advised the agents to leave the country, 
as there was danger. M. B. Menard, who was sent to the 
Shawanee, Delaware, and Kickapoo tribes, reported that, while 
these tribes were friendly, they had been visited by Bolles, who 
urged them to take up arms against the Americans.* 

With these facts before them, the committee of vigilance and 
the people of N acogdochcs were ready to credit the rumor that 
tho combined Mexicans and Indians were already within a few 
miles of the town. On the 9th of April, the alcalde, Hoffman, 
ordered every able-bodied Mexican, within tho municipality of 
Nacogdoches, to take up the line of march to the army within 
ten days, or to cross the Sabine. The companies of Captains 
Ratliff, Smith, and Chesher, on their way to the army, were 
detained, to aid in protecting the place. t Such was the sup
posed emergency, that horses were pressed into the publ ic 
service for tho use of the civic forces. J udgc Quitman, with 

* Depositions of William Sims, C. IT. Sims, and M. B. Menard, taken before 
Henry Raguet, chairman of the committee of vigilance, April 11, 1836. 

t Order of R. A. Irion, commandant of the municipality, April 14, 1836. 
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a few compnnions, coming into the town, was called upon to 

give his aid in protecting the families on their way to the Sa

bine, which he cheerfully agreed to do.* 

In answer to Ilouston's strong appeal to the people of east

ern Texas to turn out and hasten to his assistance, three com

panies, commanded by Captains Ratliff, Smith, and Chesher, 

with an aigregatc of two hundred and twenty men, were ready 

to set out on the march for headquarters as early as the 9th 

of April; but on account of the supposed pressing tlangcr at 

Nacogdoches, as previously mentioned, they were detained till 

the 16th before they-marched. In a few days more, a like 

number were ready to leave. But all this aid was too late. 

"The citizens of Nacogdoches," says Ilenry Ragnct, chairman 

of the committee of ,igilance, under date of the 17th of April, 

"were induced to belie,e, only a few days since, that the ene

my in large force was within a few miles of this place. Under 

this belief, the volunteer companies, commanded by Captains 

Chesher, Ratliff, and Smith, were detained until yesterday. In 

addition to the cause above stated, Rumor, with her thousand 

tongues, bnd created the belief that the Mexicans of this muni

cipality were embodying themselves for the purpose of attack

ing the Americans. This committee have taken e,01·y moans 

in their power to allay the panic, and, if possible, to bring men 

to their sober senses. When tho committee found themselves 

* Judge Quilman's letler is as follows: -
"IlALl'-MtL& raoM ToWlf. 

" 1b tlie Officer, in c01mna11d at Nacogdoclie,: 

"GL'iTLiiln,,,: I am here, with •ixteeo tolerably well-armed men. We are 

on a tour of obser,ntion only, but ready to assist in the retreat of your women 

nnd children. It wollld be, in my opinion, without any good result to stnnd 

ago inst vastly superior numbers in defence of the town. If you will join ua with 

nil your armed force, we will nid you in covering lhe retreat of your families to 

the Sabine. Let us hear of your determinntion ns soon as possible. 
"Respectfully, Jou.'! A. Qi;1nuN,~ 

This letter was written about the 12th of ApriL 

I 
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in possession of the facts in relation to the disaffection of the 

Mexicans, they took prompt measures to prevent a rupture, 

which threatened serious consequences to the welfare and 

safety of our citizens ; and they arc happy to state that the 

difficulty has been most happily terminated." 

Thus the affairs in eastern Texas had disappointed the gov

ernment as well as tho commander-in-chief: for, if the latter 

had made pledges that were not verified, the government had 

done tho same. Tho levy of two tl1irds of the militia never 

came. The supply of arms, provisions, &c., only reached the 

Texan army after it had crossed tho Brasos. While neither 

possessed the powor of ubiquity and omnipotence, neither could· 

be responsible for matters beyond their control. It is perhaps 

enough to say-and truth will justify so much-that. under 

all the cfrcumstances, both parties did what they cocld for 

their adopted country. She was poor ; her people were poor 

-and not only so, but deeply distressed. Thofr affairs were 

such, and so dark was the cloud hanging over them, that they 

could not afford merely to check the enemy: it was essential 

that he should be wlzipped. Texas could not survive two bat

tles: tho work had to be done in one, and well done.* 

Among other difficulties with which Texas bad to contend 

was tho presence of a considerable number of persons of no 

country or sympathy-treacherous to a.11-who were busily 

engaged in spreading alarm, and increasing the public confu-

* "After_ t~e nrmy bod crosaed the BrMos, lhe compnoie11 helow, in pursuance 

of or~ers, J010ed the mofo body at Donoho's. llouston rode along their lines, 

and, rn a short nddre••• said that 'he had been blamed hy some because the 

Texans were not permitled to meet tho enemy; but thnt, so soon 68 circum

?taac~s ':ould permit it to be done to advantage, wo should hnve it t-0 our sat

ufoellon. I re111ember it well, from the fnct that there was in the ranks a Jorge 

man, ~y the nnmo of_ Ilnrmnn, celebrated for hie good nature and good humor, 

who, in answer to th1e speech, said, • General, let it be an easy-going fight J' "_ 

Mtmora,ida of Rt:t• . .d. J. M'Gown. 

VOL. II.-9 
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sion. To this list should be added a class of a still worse clnr

actor, who fattened upon the stolen plunder of the flying inhab

itant.<i. Then there were others, in the ~Icxicnn interest, who 

were spies in the Texan ranks. Of these several classes, many 

arrests wero made, and their persons secured until the danger 

was ovor. It is not unlikely that some were thus confined who 

ought not to have been. Among those arrested was Colonel 

Ellis P. Benn. Ile bad been appointed a member of tho com

mittee of vigilance of Nacogdoches, but, ns it appears, took no 

part in their affairs. At the beginning of the war, in the fall 

of 1835, he had applied to Colonel John Forbes to place him 

in arrest, the better to enable him to draw his pay as colonel 

in the ~Icxican army ; but Colonel Forbes declined to do so, 

unle::;s for some offence. It appears that in April, 1836, some 

report had come into circulation relative to an alleged corre

spondence of Benn with the enemy, which induced tho secre

tary of war to order his arrest. As tho truth of the report 

was very questionable, he was ordered into custody, and de

tained only as a Mexican officer and alien of the republic.* 

But when the enemy retreated, nothing further was heard on 

the subject. 

• Ilouston'a order to D. A. lloffman, for the arrest or Colonel E. P. Benn, 

April 13, 1830. There is little doubt but Bean's real fi!elinga w,·re in favor of 

the Texan._ In 1838, while he Wl\8 commandnnL at Nncogdochu, he nddrel!Sed 

the following letter to Ilou.stoo: - .. Ftlmu,ry ◄ ' 1833. 

" FrtrM t1u C1m11n,nukr of N~gd«M~ : 
".Aa it nppeara that it is the wish of the citizens or this country that you 

should be n member o( the committee [the convention of 1 SS3 he reftra to), to 

form thiR enatern part into a atat..,-formerly governed l,y C-Oahniln-I feel 

myself willing to aupport you so far o~ my militnry orders will ptnnit 11111 to do. 

"Your obedient aer ,ant, F. P. BEAS, 

" General lloCSTON." 

THE TEXANS AD,.\XCE TO MEET SANTA ANNA, t31 

• 

CHAPTER V. 

As lias been stated, Santa An~, at the head of more than 

seven hundred men, with a twelve-pounder, rcacl1ed Ilarris

burg on the 15th of April. The last communication from the 

war department at that town was dated on the 14th. The 

president and vice-pre~ident had gone to look after their fami

lies on the 13th ; Colonel Potter had heen for some time at 

Galveston, attending to the affairs of the navy; Colonel Rusk 

was in the army ; the secretary of state had been some time 

sick, east of the Trinity: so that tho attorney-general and sec

retary of the treasury were the only cabinet officers left at tho 

sent of government.* 

As to his future course, the commander-in-chief had kept his 

own counsel. Ile had already notified the army to be in readi

ness for action ; and Colonel Rusk, \\ith whom he nd,-ic;ed and 

commlted iu all matters, gave notice, in his proclamation of 

the 13th of .April, that the Texans had taken up tho line of 

march to meet the enemy: yet the determination of the com

mander-in-chief was only known to the secretary of wai·. On 

the morning of the 15th, Major Martin and his command, being 

worn out and exhausted with fatigue, were directed to conduct 

the families, that were flying from the scat of war, to Robbins's 

ferry; while the main army, augmented by the detachments 

* David Tbomu to Sam llouaton, April 14, 1886. 
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that had come in, set out rapidly for Ila.rrisburg. The prairies 
were wet, filled with quicksands, and almost impassable. The 
prospect was gloomy ind~d, and the troops were much dispir
ited ; yet they were encouraged in seeing the commander-in
cbicf put his shoulder to the wheels to assist the wagons 
through the mud. On that day they marched entirely through 
the prairie, and encamped at Mrs. M'Oarely's, at the first tim
ber. As the army left Donoho's, a negro, who had been cap
tured and then released by the enemy, brought General Hous
ton a message from Santa .Apna, to the effect that "he knew 
Mr. Houston was up there in the bushes; and, so soon as he 
had whipped the land-thieves, down there, out of the country, 
he would come up and smoke him out!" 

There was at that time a considorable number of disaffected 
persons on the coast, east of the San Jacinto; and it was an 
important object with Ilouston not to allow tho Mexicans to 
have communication with them, ~s they would thereby obtain 
supplies of provisions and gain information. They would also, 
by such means, be enabled to control the Indians on the lower 
Trinity. With a view to anticipate any intercourse between 
the enemy and these Indians, Houston had engaged Messrs. 
Hubert and Rankin, Indian agents, to sound the Cooshatties 
on the question of giving the Texans aid. They promised to 
furnish ninety warriors. Just before the army set out for Har
r isburg, the commander-in-chief sent Captain Jacob H. Shep
pard with a " talk" to the Indians, and an order to the agents 
to bring on the warrior!.* It is sufficient to say here, that the 
Indians wished to see which side was successful before they 

* Notes of J. II. Sheppat·d. Captain Sheppard says: "Just as I was leaving 
the general's quarters, I said, ' Where will I find you, general!' Ile sai<l: 'Tell 
all the people you may see, criptain, that I am determined to fight, the first 
chance; and, if I should meet with a renrse, I will be sure to moke noise enough 
for you and the Indians to follow me.'" 
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turned out. But if the enemy had succeeded in opening au 
intercourse with ihe Indians, they might have rallied every 
tribe in eastern Texas, and thus surrounded and cut off tho 
small army under Houston; and not only so, but closed the 
Texas campaign with a tragedy more bloody than the one with 
which it opened. 

To prevent this disastrous result, a forced march was made 
by tho Texans from Donoho's to Harrisburg. They roached 
the bayou, opposite the town, on the 18th, a little before noon. 
Herc they remained that day, partly to rest-for they were 
greatly fatigued-and partly to procure information. Deaf 
Smith, Karnes, and others, were sent over to reconnoitre. Tho 
former, about dark, brought into tho camp two captives whom 
he had taken on the road leading west from Harrisburg-tho 
one a Mexican courier bearing despatches to Santa Anna, the 
other a guard. From the spies it was ascertained that the 
Mexican advance had marched down Buffa.lo bayou, crossing 
Vince's bridge; and, having burnt Harrisburg, had passed 
down in the direction of the bay. From tho Mexican courier·* 
they obtained the mail directed to Santa. Anna, from which 
they learned the important fact, before suspected, that tho dic
tator himself was with tho advance, and that they had him cut 
off from the main body of his troops. By reference to the to
pography of that locality, it was seen that he must necessarily 
return by Vince's bridge, or cross Buffalo bayou, just below 
tho Texan ca.mp, at Lynch's, at the mouth of the San Jacinto. 
In either way he was cut off from the main body of his army. 
The Texans derived th.a further information that Santa Anna 
was requested, by the government at home, to give protection 
with his troops to tho surveyor and commissioner, appointed 

* Tb.is was a Mexican officer, an exlraordinary courier, who had come on from 
the city of Meidco.-Juan J. Andrade to Sa11l<1 Anna, April 9, 1836. 
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on the part of Mexico, to run the bouudnry-line between Texas 

and the United States, according to lhe treaty between the two 

nations, and for which purpo~c Colonel Pedro Garcia Condi'.: 

was appointed surYeyor, and Colonel Almonte commissioner.* 

A letter from General l!'ilisola to Santa Anna gavo the infor

mation that the chief's order as to the dispoHitfon of certain 

forces was rccci,ed, anu would be obeyed. This was supposed, 

as afterward p1·oved to be the fa.ct, to refer to reinforcements 

ordered by Santa A.nuu.. 

Thc:;e despatches hcing rcad,t General IIou~ton determined 

to cross the li:i.you early on tho morning of the 19th, and go 

in pursuit of the enemy. Orders were consequently given to 

Colonels Burleson and Sherman to have three days' rations 

prepared, and like orue1·s for repairing a boat two miles below, 

on the bnyou. Tile troops were formed on the morning of the 

19th, anu addres:-ed by the commander-in-chief and the secre

tary of war. The presence of "'antn .Anna with the enemy's 

advance was also mnue known to them. The baggage and 

wagon:s, and two or three hundred sick and non-effectives wero 

left in charge of Major :M· X utt, on the left bank of tho bayou. 

llou~ton then dc~patched a letter to llcmy R~guet, advising 

him that they were about to meet So.nla Anno.; thn.t they had 

looked in vain for help from eastern Texas; that it was then 

• )Ionuterio lo <.:anta Anna, )farch 23, 1 30. 

t Some uplanalion of the manner in which D~nfSrnith c:1pt11re<l 11D,l brought 

in two prisoutM', ie necel!!lllry. It ie given III r<!lRled Ly tb11 general himeelf. 

Srnith c,\mc in, gre11tly fatigueJ, 11nJ somewhat exa. perated. Ile repRired tCI 

the gencrnl's 'luarter~, and eaiJ he wiEbc<l to have II little t11lk with him. s~id 

be: "General, you ar.i nry kind to these )lexicnna; I like kindncsa, LoL yon 

aN too kind -you won't allow me to kill any of them 1 H a man mett! two 

of the enemy, nnd is not allowed to kill ~ither, Ly the time he takes one nnd 

tie• him, the other get.a off so far, thnt it is very fotiguiug on II hor80 to catch 

hi10; nnd I ,, i•h you woulJ let me manage thin;;- in my own weyt Tionston 

told him not to b,• cruel, l,ut that he must be his own judge of the nece-•ity of 

aecuring 81lch of the ~nemy u might be tal.en by him. Smith nodded hi.a head 

-for he wu a m11n of few worda-and retired. 
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the part of wi£om, growing out of necessity, to encounter the 

enemy; that no previous occasi9n justified it; that they were 

going to conquer; that the troops were iu fine spirits, nnd, 

though tho odd::i were against them, they would use their best 

efforts to fight the enemy to such advantage as to gain the 

victory.* 

* A_ppendix I.-No. 43: Colonel Rusk also aent out the following addreae, 

to which tho! commnnder-m-chief added a poalscript: -
11 \V .... J)uARTlfE:\"T, IIUDQ.t'A&TSU OP THE AaXT, llA■I.ISBt'aG . .4prll 19, 1836. 

"To TUE PwPuc OF T11.XAS-.Felloio-Citivn&: Let me make one more appeal 

to you to tnrn out, and rally to tit<• stllndard of your country. The army reached 

hrre yetlkrclny late in the day. Our ecouta arreste<l three of the Mexicans

one captain, one a corrio [express-rider], direct from Mexico, and another 8 aer

Yant. From the pri•onera we learn many interesting fact#. Santa Anna him

self is just bdow u•, nnd within the eoun<l of the drnm-hu, we u11der11lllnd, 

?nly five h~ndred m~n. We are parading our forces for the purpose of march

mg npou h11n. He h111 a reinforcement of about one thou•and men upon the 

Bru o,, about forty 11,iles from here. A few hours more will decide the fate of 

our nnn) : anti what an Mtonishing fact it i", tbnt, at the very moment when 

the fate of your wh 1!8, your children, your honors, your country, anJ all that is 

denr to II freeman, are eus~nded upon the i:ssue of one bnttle, not one fourth of 

the people [ m,•n] of Texas nre in the army I Are you American, f are you free

men I If you are, prove your blood and birth by rallying at once to your coon• 

try', et.11ntlnrd I Your general ia at the hen.J of n l>rave and chi>·alrous banJ 

a~d throws _himself, sword in hRnd, into the breach, to save his country, and vin'. 

d1cate her rl!?hl& Enthusilll!ro prevails in the army; but I look around ancl ace 

thnt 1na11y, ..-e,y u,nny, whom I hncl anticipated would Le firet in the field, are 

not here. 
"Ri1t1 up nt once, concentrate, and mat"ch to the field I - a vi,,.orou.e efT.irt 

and th.i country is ~af~ I A Jjffcrent counw! disgraces nnJ ruins y;u; nncl wba~ 

is life wo,.th with the lo"" of liberty! May I never eurvive it! 

"Your fellow-eitizeu, TnolWI J. R1:,11., &cretary of lVar." 

•• April 19, 18:16. 

"We view oul'l!dve, on the eve of batlle. ,ve are nerved for the contest, 

an<l must conquer or perish. IL is vain to look fol" present 11id: uone is at hand. 

,v e rnuit now act, or abandon all hope! Rally to tho it.nudard, and he no 

longer the ecoff of mercenary tongue• I Be men, be freemen, thnt your children 

may hleM their faU,er•' nnmea ! 
'.' Colonel Rusk is with me, and I nm rtjoiced at it. The conntry will be tile 

gainer, aud myself the btn•ficiary. Liberty and our country 1 
•• 8AM Ilot:oTO~, Comman,ler-in-Chiif." 

The above nre the last papera written by these g~ntlemen previou• to tho 

battle of the 2ht, t!O far us the writ.tr know& 
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Tho army proceeded on its march, taking O!\ly tho cavnlry

horses, anu those needed for the " Tu.•in-Sislcrs" and an am

munition-wagon. The measles having broken out in the camp, 

caused the largo number of bick that were left uehiud. Ad

vancing to the ferry, they found the boo.t not repaired, not

withstanding which they proceeded to crqss. Thirty pioneers, 

under Captain W oo<l, first passed over. The commandcr-iu

chief went with the seconu boat. Colonel Rw,k remained to 

a8::,i~t in the crossing, and none labored more ardently to effect 

that object. A raft of plauk was used to facilitate the pas

sage. The hor~cs were caused to swim across the bayou below 

the ferry. Before sundown tho whole force had 11asscd over 

without accident, anu took up the line of march down the right 

bank of tho bayou, and on the enemy's tl'(lil. 

.After advancing twelrn mile~, tho Texan' halteu at one 

o'clock on tho morning of lhc 20th, at a beautiful spot in the 

prame. At this time they were aware that the Mexicans had 

not cro:::scd the San Jacinto, but it was not known exactly 

where they were. In fact, they had pas;)ed near tho ferry at 

Lynch's on tho 16th. The Texans, being greatly exhausted by 

incessant labor and matching, threw themselves on the ground 

without refre:,hment, and slept. 

W o must here notice tho narrow escape of President Bur

net. On the 13th, as has been stated, he left Ifarrbburg, to 

provide for the safety of his family. On the same day he 

brought thom to New Washington, below Lynch's, on the hay, 

with a new to facilitate their passage, if necessary, to Gah·es

ton. On tho next tlay the presiuent set out on horseback for 

Harrisburg; but learning on the way that the Mexicans were 

there, ho returned on tho morning of tho 1Gth, in the steamer 

"Cayuga," to New Washington. It was understood that the 

boat, which was crowded with fatuilies, and bound for Ana-
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huac, was to return the next morning to take off those at New 

Washington. On the morning of tho 17th, after breakfast, and 

while they were preparing for the steamboat, the Mexican cav

alry came suddenly on them. They hastily got into a small 

boat, and had not rowed more than forty yards from tho shore, 

when the enemy dismounted; but they fortunately made their 

escape.* 

At dawn of day, on the 20th, the Texans were aroused by a 

tap of tho di-um-for the reveille was forbidden-and resumed 

their march down the bayou. After proceeding about seven 

miles, they halted for breakfast. While it was in preparation, 

the scouts came in, and announced that they had given chase 

to tl1ose of the enemy, until they discovered bis advance com

ing up the bay. Tho Texans, without taking breakfast, made • 

a forced march down the bayou, in order to arri,c at Lynch's 

ferry before their opponents. .A.n advance of thirty or forty 

of the Texans proceeded rapidly to the ferry, where they ar

rived hy ten o'clock in the forenoon, and found a like number 

of the enemy there, with a substantial new flat-boat,t loaded 

with provisions for the Mexican army. H was doubtless some 

of the plunder of Harrisburg or New Washington. The ene

my's guard fled nt the approach of the Texan adrnnec; the 

boat and pro,·isions were taken, and i-ent up the bayou, three 

fourths of a mile to the rear of the Texan camp. which was 

established there, along the right bank of the bayou, in a skirt 

of timber. This supply of provisions was most fortunate, as 

the Texans had no other during that nnu the following day. 

The Texan camp was protected 1,y the timber, and a rising 

ground running parallel with the bayou. The camp extended 

* Letter of Dr. George~- Patrick, ~farch 2C, 1838. 

t It was said that thia l,ont bod b~tn coostrucled by eome recreant American■ 

for the enemy. • 
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some five hundred yards, and about its centre the skirt of tim

ber reached nearly to the top of the rise in front. On either 

side of this centre the summit of the elevation was composed 

of prairie. The infantry, about two hundred, under command 

of Lieutenant-Colonel :Millard, were stationed in this neck of 

timber, extending toward the top of the rise; and tho " Twin,. 

Sisters,'' under Colonel Xcill, were placed on tho elevation, 

immediately in front of )lillard. Tho first regiment of rifle

men, under Colonel Ilurlc><on, formed the right wing ; and the 

second, under Colonel herman, composed the left. The cav

alry was ;;tationed in tho centre, and in rear of the infantry. 

In front of the centre of the Texan camp, some three or four 

hundred yards di--tant, was a clu~tcr of timber; also in front 

and to the left of the centre, about one hundred yards dbiant, 

was another cluster of timber. Elsewhere in front the field 

was prairie. 
The Texans, having estabfo,hed their camp, formed for bat-

tle. While they were doing this, the Mexican artillery ( one 

twe!Ye-pollllder), having advanced to the fin;t-named cluster 

of timber, opened upon them. A.ftc1· firing about an hour, 

without doing any other damage than wow1ding Colonel Xeill, 

the enemy ::;cut forward a detachment of infantry, armed with 

escopelas, into the nearest wood. Being di~covcred there, 

Colonel herman applied for leave to charge on them with the 

Texan cavalry, in all eighty-fh-e men. Permission was given, 

aud the charge made ; but, as the )Icxicans were in the wood, 

nothing was effected, and tho cavalry rctumed without damage. 

Shortly after thi:;, a largo portion of the enemy's forc<!S ad

vanced rapiu.ly, in column, from the point occupied by theil' 

artillery to within o. hundred and fifty yards of the Texan can

non: the latter opened on them, when they wheeled and fell 

back precipitately. This retreat was answered by a shout 
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from the Texan r:mks that would ha\·e alarmed less timid 

spirits. Tho Texans did not pursue them, but the " T11•in-Sis

tus" kept up a fire on them till they got out of danger, doing 

them some damage. The enemy withdrew to a poRilion nea.1· 

the bank of the ~an Jacinto rirnr (or bayou, for it was below 

their junction), about three fourths of a mile from the Texan 

encampment, where they commenced to fortify. 

In the evening, about an hour before sunset, Colonel Sherman 

n.,ked pcrmis:,ion of the commander-in-chief to take the cavalry 

and reconnoitre. The general at fir.st ohjectcd, but on reflec

tion consented, ordering him strictly not to go within musket

shot of the enemy, or provoke a conflict, but to ad,·ancc as 

near as ho otherwi~o could lo ascertain their position: and for 

this reason-that the precipitate retreat of the enemy after 

their charge that day had infu~ed tho finest feeling into the 

Texan army, and he was unwilling that any disaster in a par

tial engagement should disturb that feeling. 

The carnlry ~ct out, anJ continued to adranco, receiving a 

volley from the left of the cncmy'is infantry, and, after a sharp 

rcucontre with their cavalry, retired. In the meantime the 
. ' 
mfantry under Colonel )fillarJ, Colonel Burleson's regiment, 

and the artillery, had adrnuced to aid the cavalry, if ncccs.sary. 

In this affair, the Texan cavalry acquitted themselves hand

somely; and among the most distingubhcd of their number 

was )Iirabeau B. Lamar, who, joining the army at Groce's fell 
. ' 
rnto the ranks, and soon earned an enviable reputation as a 

i:ol<licr. * The Texans had two WOWldc<l, one mortally and the 

other severely; they al. o lost so,eral hor:.cs. The loss of the 

enemy was doubtless more consideral>le.t 

*l' u-. 1 • "T 
L 

00 , 11_1_ us exas and the Texans," has gh-en a lively sketch or General 

an,~r. vol. 11., p. 2, 4. 

t Foote, in his account or this otfoir, has placed Colonel Sbtrman in the atti

tude of attempting a ru,e, by which lo bring ou n general battle, contrary to 
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Both armies having retired to their quarters, the evening 
passed o:ff, and with it the excitement of the day. The Texa_ns, 
being hungry and fatigued, after eating, obtained a refreslnng 
sleep. The enemy in the meantime completed his breastwork 
of ti-unks and baggage. Thlll'sday, the 21st of April, was a 
clear, fine day. Early in the morning, the Texan commander
in-chief directed Colonel Forbes, the commissary-general, to 
furnish Deaf Smith with one or more axes, a.nd to have them 
at a certain place. At the same time, he sent for Smith, and 
directed him not to go out of the line of sentinels that day 
•without special permission, as he had particular business for 

him of a secret character.',. 
About nine o'clock that morning it was discovered that a 

considerable force, under General Cos, was advancing from the 
direction of Vince's bridge toward the enemy's camp. As it 
was seen by the Texans, it was believed to be a reinforcement 
to Santa Anna. The commander-in-chief, although his spies 
had brought information of the arrival of the reinforcement, 
not caring that it should be at that time known, suggested that 
it was a ruse of the Mexicans ; that they had marched round 
from their left wing, and. were returning, with a view to make 

the impression that they were reinforced.t 
About noon, or a little before, the commander-in-chief was 

waited on by several of the officers, suggesting a council of 
war. He assented to the proposition, and it was informally 

the wishes and orders of the commander-in-chief; and has represented him as 
getting Colonel Millard to march his command to a mvine, and Captain Poe to 
keep up his fire on the enemy's cannon, &c., as if he had assumed t~1e comman~ 
of the army, and the commander-in-chief hod become a subordinnte I Tl~'.s 
charge of insubordination aud deceit is unwo1'lhy of Colonel Sherman. - Vol u., 

. 298 et seq. It was n chief object with Houston to conceal from the enemy 
ihe n~mber of his forces, and not to attack him while on the \lert. 

• Statement of Colonel John Forbes. 
t Statement of Colonel George W, Hockley. 
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held immediately,* consisting of Colonels Blll'lcson and Sher
man, Lieutenant-Colonels Millard, Somerville, and Bennett, and 
Major Wells. The question was laid before them, " Whether 
they should attack the enemy in bis position, or a.wait an at
tack from him in theirs." The two last-named officers were 
in favor of an &ttack on the enemy in l1is position: the others 
were in favor c11 awaiting an attack from him. The reasons 
given for the latter opinion were-that the Texan camp was 
admirably situated for defence; that the Mexicans were forti
fied in their encampment; that it was defended by veterans, 
well disciplined; and that an attack upon them through an 
open prairie, with undisciplined militia, armed mostly with 
rifles, was unprecedented. The council was then dismissed. 

Deaf Smith and a companiont whom he had been directed, 
i11 the morning, to select, were now sent for, and secretly de
spatched, with the axes, to cut down Vince's bridge, and barn 
it- the commander-in-chief saying to Smith, as he departed, 
that the grass, which he then beheld before him so beautiful 
in the prairie, would be crimsoned before his return, unless he 
was speedy. 

Bray's. bayou runs into Buffalo bayou at Harrisburg, on the 
right bank. Five miles fa1'ther down toward the bay, over 
-Vince's bayou, is Vince's bridge. It was crossed by both ar
mies on their downward march, and was the only passway by 
land, especially at that season of the year, to the Bra.sos. Af
ter the main body of the Mexican reinforcement under General 
Cos had passed Bray's bayou, and while the rear-guard was 
crossing over, the wagoners and some others of the Texan 

*Ina sketch of Houston, published at Washington city, by Joh11 T. Towers, 
it is stated that this council of war assembled on the gl'ass, under a post.oak 
tree. The present account of it is mostly taken from a statement made by Colo
nel Joseph L. Bennett (one of the members of the council), September 17, 1841. 

t Understood to be Mr. Reeves. 
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camp-gunrd near Ifarrbburg, hearing the noise, paraded under 

the command of ·wagon-master Rhorer, made a forced march 

to the bayou, and gave them a Yolley, which so alarmed them, 

that they turned and fled toward the Brasoi', :;cnttcring and 

leaving their baggage on the road. The wagoncrti thereupon 

cro«~cd O'l"er, and gathered quite a supply. 

It is proper to state her<-', that, so soon as the.reinforcement 

unrler Cos was seen to come in, Karnes and mith had been 

sent to their last place of encampment, to ascertain, from tho 

number of camp-fires and other signs, the prolmhlc strength of 

this auxiliary force . They returned and reported privately, as 

they had been directed, about fh·e hundred and forty men. 

Shortly after the departure of Smith and Rceye;i to destroy 

the bridge, Lieutenant-Colonel Bennett was i,ent through the 

camp to ascertain the state of feeling among the troop • Ile 

reported them all enthusiastic, and in fine spirit:<. It was now 

nearly three o'clock in the afternoon. The Mexicans "ere 

dull and heavy, the higher cla~s of them enjoying their siesta. 

Santa Anna admits that he himself was asleep.* Houston, 

having formed his plan of battle, sulJ1nittcd it to the secretary 

of war, who approved of it. Ile then ordered tho troops to 

parade, which they did with alacrity and spirit. The locality 

• :-ee his "Manifesto." He baudld lhe point rnoft delicat.ely: "All I c!\n be 

r,'l!pon,il,Je for is phJ ,ical debility, for after having marehed the whole of the 

pre,·ious ,lny, an,J ,pending the night in \\'atching, and lhe morning on boree

back, I l id,l~d to rtpoae, which I wa& unfortunately induced to prolong in con• 

IM.'quence of the d.,\ay of Genernl Cos'e troop1. Aa g~nernl-in-chief, I hncl fulfilled 

my dutJ, by di$po,ing tverything on the field, nod igsoin~ the nec.-a•ar) or,\cn; 

a& n man, I )ielded lo the inMur,nountable nece!e-ity of nature, which can not, I 

think, h<1 chnrgod 119 a crime n1iainst any genernl, or me-much k•• when it 

took 1·lnee al mi,1 day, nndtrnenth a tree, and in tho C11mp itself; n pr,,of that I 

did not abandon myaelf imm0<lerately to that which, aftH all, i• \rut a comfort, 

a balm, or gentle tribule to hnmnu nature, whh which the grealut m~n haH 

been unable to dispense, not excepting lti111, the great military t•xemplnr of our 

age: and yet for this they were not accUBec.l of rashness, and want of fur.aigbt, 

and due caution." 
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of the Texan camp afforded ample opportunity to form in order 

of battle without being seen by the enemy. Burleson's regi

ment was 1,1laced in the centre; Sherman's on tho 1cft wing; 

the artillery, under Hockley, on tho right of Burleson; the in

fantry, under Millard, on the right of the artillery; and the 

cavalry, under Lamar (whose gallant conduct the day before 

bad won him this command), on tho extreme right. The ene

my's cavalry was on his left wing; bis centre, which was forti

fied, was composed of his infantry, with his artillery in an 

opening in the centre of the breastwork. Ile had extended 

his extreme right to the river, so as to occupy a skirt of timber 

projecting out from it. 

The Texan cavalry was first despatched to the front of tho 

enemy's horse, to draw their attention; while the remainder 

of tho army, which bad adnnccd in column to the cluster of 

timber three or four hundred yards in front, was deploying into 

line. The evolution was quickly performed, and the whole 

force advanced rapidly and in good order. The secretary of 

war, at the rcque~t of the general-in-chief, took command of 

the left wing. While the Texans were thus advancing, Deaf 

Smith rode at the top of his horse's speed to tho front, and 

informed Ilouston that Vince's bridge was destroyed. Tho 

general announced it to the line. The " Twin,.~ isters" now 

admnced to within two hundred yards of the Mexican breast

work, and opened a destructi\·e fire with grape and canister. 

Sherman's regiment commenced the action upon the Texan left. 

The whole line, advancing in double quick time, cied, "Re-

111ember tlLe Alamo!"-" Remember Goliad !"-and, while 

approaching the enemy's works, received his fire, but withheld 

their own until within pistol-shot. Tho effect of this fire on 

the enemy was terrible. But the Texans mo.de no halt-on

ward they went. On the left, they penetrated the woodland: 
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the Mexicans fled. On the right, the Texan cavalry charged 

that of the enemy : the latter fled. In the centre, the Texan 
artillery advanced to within seventy yards of that of the Mexi
cans, but ceased to fire, for Burleson's regiment and Millard's 
infantry had stormed the breastwork, took the enemy's artil

lery, and were driYing them back. 
In fifteen minutes after the charge, the Mexicans gave way 

at all points, and the pursuit was general. Some of them fled 
to the river, some to the swamp in their rear, others toward 

Vince's bridge, but the largest portion perhaps to a clump of 

trees not far to the rear, where they surrendered. Such was 

their consternation, and so sudden their defeat, that their can
non was left loaded, and their precious moveables untouched; 
those that were asleep, awoke only in time to be overwhelmed; 

those that were cooking their dinner, left it uneaten; those 
that were playing 1n<>1ue, left the game unfinished. The morass 
in the rear and right of the enemy's camp, and into which so 
many of the fugitives fled, presented an awful scene. Men and 
horses, dead and dying, formed a bridge for the furious pursu
ers. The Texans, having no time to load their guns, used 
them as clubs. So with their pistols; they then had recourse 

to their bowie-knives, and :finally to the weapons of the fallen 
enemy. It is said that Deaf Smith, after announcing to _Hous
ton the news of the destruction of the bridge, threw himself 
into the midst of the enemy, and, after breaking his own sword 
in combat, coolly took another from one he had slain, and con
tiiiued the work of death. " The commander-in-chief," says 

the secretary of war in his report," acted with great gallant?, 
encouraofarr the men to the attack, and heroically charged, 10 

O O " It 
front of the infantry, within a fow yards of the enemy. 
was here that he received a severe wound in his ankle, and 

had his horse shot two or three times. 
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The pursuit of the enemy's caYalry continued to the i:ite of 
Vince's bridge. Karnes led in this pursuit. Ile discoYered 
in adrn,nce of him :i. Mexican officer in a splendid uniform, and 

mounted on a beautiful black charger. Being well mounted 
himself, he had a desire to capture him, and went in pursuit. 
Perhaps such a race was never before seen in Texas. Karnes, 
unable to gain on the fugith-c, supposed he would take him at 

the destroyed bridge. The officer, reaching tl1e bayou, saw 
that the bridge was gone, but, making no hal t, plnnged down 
tlie steep descent into the water; and, as Ka.rues rode up on 
the right bank, to his utter astonishment 110 saw his foe climb
ing the almost perpendicular wall on the other! 

At dark the pursuit of the flying enemy ceased. The pris
oners taken were conducted to the Texan camp, placed under 
guard, and supplied with provisions. A suitable guard was 

also left at the Mexican camp. The wounded of both armies 
were as well provided for as the circumstances would permit. 
.After the excitement of the battle had somewhat subsided 

' Houston found that his wounded limb had swollen ; his boot 
was cut off, and such attention paid to the wound as could be 
procured to alleviate tho pain.* 

The main body of the prisoners were taken that night. At 
their head was the cheerful and philosophical Almonte. With 
him it appeared only a scene in life's drama. Conversing flu
ently in both English and Spanish, he threw a charm over all 

with whom he came in contact. At a time so trying to his 
comrades, he proved himself a true descendant of the brave 

* See reports of General Ilouston and ~Ion el Rusk, Appendix I., Nos. 44 and 
45. The writer has before him perhnps twen ty accounts of this battle and ii.a 
incident, , l,nlf of which hnve been published. The foregoing seems to be n fair 
deduction of the facts from them all. The pccounts vary coneidernbly, from the 
fact thnt no one of the eye-witnesses, however impnrt.ial, could himself see the 
tenth pnrt of whnt occurred during the 20th and 21st. 

VoL. TI.-10 
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Morelos, antl worthy of a better fate than that accorded to his 

noule sire. 
The aggregate force of Lhe Texan army in tho baLile was 

seYen huntlrel and eighty-three; that of the enemy was per

haps twice the number. The Mexicans lost six lnmd1·ed and 

thirty killed, two hundred and eight wounded, and seYen hun

dred and thirty pl'isouer::;; besides a large quantity of arms 

and great numbers of mules and horses taken, together with 

their camp-equipage, and the military chest, containing twelve 

thousand dollars. The Texan loss was only eight killed* and 

twenty-five wounded! 
On the morning of the 22d, detachments were sent out to 

scour the country toward Harrisburg, for the purpose of takiug 

prisoners. A. party of five, ha,·ing reached Vince's, continued 

the search tlown Duffolo bayou. One of them, James A. Syl

vester, while in the act of shooting a deer, discovereu a )fex.i

can pursuing his course toward the bridge. He calleu his 

companions, and they rode up lo the fugiti,·e, who l111tl fallen 

down in the gras::, anu thrown a blanket over his head. They 

called to him to rise, uut he only unco, ered his face . They 

repeated the request for him to rise two or three times, when 

he did so. Ile advanced to Sylvester, and shook bantls with 

him, at the same time kis:,;ing hi::; hand. Ile inquired for Gen

eral IIouston: they said ho was in camp. They then asked 

* T.xnns killc,l: Dr. William Motley, aide to the secretary of wor; Fir1~ 

Lieutennot ,T. C. Ible, 2d regiment; $econd-Lieutenant George A. Lnmb, 2,1 regi• 

ment; Fil'llt-Strgcant Thomas r. Fowl, 2d regimenL Priuat<1: ~mucl lllokel), 

ht n-:;imcnt; -- Cuoper, h~ regiment; .A. R. Stevens, lat regiment; -

Trask. 2,1 r,-giment (on the 20th). - Official return. 
Among lb~ ~exican killed w.rr, Genernl C.:nslrillon, Colonel Botrea, Colonel 

Morn, Colon~! Trevino, Colonel Jos6 )1. Romero, Li~utenant-Colonel :Manuel 

.Aguirre nnd Lieutenant-Colonel Cnttillon • 
.Amo~L" the 

11
riaoners taken "ere, General Sant,\ .Anna, _General Cos, Colonel 

Alir c•L~ Colontl Bringa", Colonel OcepeJe,, Colonel Portilla, d:c. 
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him who he was. Ile said he was a private soldier. Seeing 

the fine studs on the bosom of his shirt, they pointed toward 

them. Ilo then said he was an aide to Santa Anna, and burst 

into a flood of tears. They reassured him. Ile was dressed 

as a common soldier, and had no arms. He exhibited to them 

a letter from Colonel Almonte. As he complained of not bein~ 

ablo to walk, ho was placed on one of their horses, and con

ducted to the camp* by some of the party, Syh·ester going in 

another direction. 

The distinguished prisoner-for it was Santa .Anna-was 

banded over to Colonel Forbes, at the guard-lines; and, exhib

iting to him a lettor addressed to "Don Antonio Lopez de 

Santa Annn," desired to be conducted to General llouston. 

Colonel Hockley at that time pa:;sing by, the matter was re

ferred to him; and they Loth concluding that it was Santa 

Anna, conducted him to headquarters. On the way, tho ~foxi

can prisoners exclaimed, "El presidente !" 

Ilouston was lying on a mattress, under an oak which he 

l1ad made his headquarter:;, with his wonnded limb in an easy 

position,t and had fallen iuto a gentle slumber. Being awa

kened, the captiYe chieftain saiu to him, "I am General Anto

nio Lopez de Santa .Anna, and a pt·isoner-of-war at your dispo

sition." Ilou~tou looked at him, and by a motion of his hand 

directed him to a tool-che:st, where he could sit down. Ilo 

did so, leaning forward, and pressing his sides with his hands. 

Colonel Forbes was then despatched for Sa.nta Anna's priva.te 

secretary, in order to identify his chief. Ile was brought; 

and, in the meantimo, Colonel Rusk and others came up. San

ta Auna asked for opium. A piece of about five grains was 

* I.ttlrr of ,Tnmes A. Sylvesl~r, aergennt in Captain Wood'■ compnny.-Tel6-

grap!t nf Augiut 2, 1830. 

t :Stulconent of Colonel Forbee. 



148 
m;;ron.Y OF TEXAS. 

handed him, which he swullowc<l. Ile immediately proposed 

to enter into ne"'otio.tions for his liberation; buL General ITous-
o 

ton answered him tho.tit wo.:; o. subject of which he could not 

take cognizance, inasmuch as Texas had a go\"crnment, to 

which such matters appropriately belonged. Santa Anna ob

ser,ed that he disliked to have anything to do with civilians ; 

that he abhorred them, and would much rather trco.t with tho 

general of the army. "And," continued he, "general, you 

can afford to be generous ; you arc born to no common destiny 

-you ha.vo conquered the Napoleon of the West." General 

Houston and Colonel Rusk both assured him that no negotio.

tions could be opened until the cabinet assembled. General 

Houston then asked l1im bow he expected to negotiate under 

the circumstances that had occurred at the Alo.mo. About this 

time, Colonel Almonte, who had been sent for, arrived; and, 

after saiutations between him and his chief, tho latter replied 

tho.t " General Ilouston knew tho.t, by tho rules of war, when 

a fortress, insufficient to de(end itself, was summoned to sur

render, and refused, and caused tho effusion of human blood, 

the vanquished, when it was taken, were devoted to execu

tion." General Houston replied that "he knew such to ha,e 

been the rule at ono period, but ho thought it now obsolete, 

and o. disgrace to the nineteenth century. Dut," continued 

Ilouston, " General ~antn. Anna, you can not urge tho same 

excu~e fur the massacre at Goliad: they capitulo.te<l, were be

trayed, and massacred in cold blood!" Santo. Anna replied: 

·' If they ever hnd capitulated, he was not aware of it. Un-ea 

hn.d deceived him, o.n<l informed him that they wore vanquished; 

and he had orders from his government to execute all that wcro 

taken with arms iJ1 their hands." Houston rt>joined: "Gen

eral Santa. Anna, you arc the government-a dictator ho!'! no 

superior."-" But," answered Santo. Anna," I hnw the ord~r 
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of our Congress to treat all that were found with arms in their 

hands, resisting the authority of the government, as pirates.* 
And Urrea has decciYcd me. He had no authority to enter 
into any agreement; and, if I ever live to regain power, he 

shall be punished for it." 
.A.fter a pause, Houston asked him if he did not desire some 

refreshment, as he supposed he was exhausted. Ile said he 
did. Ile was then asked if he desired to have bis tents, bag
gage, staff, sermuts, &c. Ile replied that he would gladly 
have them. Colonel Almonte was thereupon directed to select 
them ; and the prisoner's quarters were established near Hous

ton's favorite tree, where he had bis headquarters. 
General Houston, pre,ious to Santa .Anna's retirement from 

the audience, stated to him that he must forthwith write au 
order to his second in command to evacuate Texas, and fall 
back to Monterey. Ilis despatch, though not to the extent 

asked, is as follows: -
"ArorY 0i' OPERATIONS. 

"EXCELLENT Sm: Ilaving yesterday evening, with the small 

dh'ision under my immediate command, had an encounter with 
the enemy, which, notwithstanding I had previously taken all 
possil.Jle precautions, proved unfortunate, I am, in consequence, 
a prisoner in the hands of the enemy. Under these circum
stances, your excellency will order General Gaona with his 

* Ilere are the decrees referred to by Santa Anna: -
" 1. Foreigucl's landing on the coast of the republic, or invading its territory 

by loud, armed, und with the intention of attackiug our country, will be deemed 
piratca, nnd denlt with ns such, being citizen• of no nation presently at war 
wit.h the republic, and fighting under no recognised flag. 

"2. All fol'dgncrs who &hall import, by either sea or land, in the places occu
pied by the rebels, either nrms or amnrnnition of any kiud for their use, will be 

deemed pirattt<, nnd 1mnished as s11cl1. 

"I eeod you these decrees, that you may cause them to be fully executed. 
"TOK.'IEL. 

"' M.&xxco, Dcctnaber 30, 1835." 
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division to countermarch to Bexar, and wait for orders. Your 
excellency will also, with the division under your immediate 

command, march to the same place. The division under com

mand of General Urrea will retire to Guadalupe Vic~oria. I 

have a!!recd with General Houston for an armistice, until 
l:> 

matters can be so regulated that the war shall cease for 

e,er. 
" Your excellency will take the proper steps for the support 

of the army, which from this time remains under your command, 

using tho moneys lately arrived from Matamoras, tho provis

ions on hand there, as well as those at Victoria, and also tho 

twenty thousand dollars withdrawn from Bexar, and are now 

in that treasury. 
"I hope your excellency will, without failure, comply with 

these dispositions-advising mo, by return of the courier, that 

you have already commenced their execution. God and lib

erty ! 
"Camp at San Jacinto, April 22, 1836. 

"A.NT<>. LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA, 

"To bis Excellency Don VICENTE Frr.1~01,,1, General of .Division.''. 

Santa .A.nna, at the same time, addressed another despatch 

to General Filisola, charging him to instruct tho commandants 

of the several Mexican divisions not to permit any injnry to be 

done to the inhabitants of the country: also, at tho same time, 

a third note, directing Filisola. to order the military command

ant at Goliad to set all the prisoners, taken at Copano (,ts be

fore related), at liberty, and send them forthwith to San Felipe 

de Austin. 
These orders were despatched by Deaf Smith. The troops 

under Filisola had been encamped on tho eastern bank of the 

Bra.sos. They could not be made to believe the report of tho 

first fuo-itive from the battle-field of tho San Jacinto; but when, 
0 
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an hour afterward, a second one come in, orders to retreat 

were given, and they recrossed the river.* 

The 22d day of April was the first free day in Texas. Be

fore then, her people bad declared their independence, but now 

they had won it in a noble contest. Tho ,ictory was physi

cally and morally complete. The blow was given at the propel' 
time, and in a vital part. In looking back at the events of tho 

campaign, we can see no time when it could have succeeded so 

well. Providence seemed in m·ery way to favor the result. 

It was a full retribution for past outrages. Santa Anna had 

presided o,or a feast of blood at the Alamo ; he had ordered 

a second at Goliad; and ho was made to behold another at 

San Jacinto. The Texans had their revenge. At that time, 

a thousand troops wore on the way to reinforce their army; 
but it was so ordered that they should do tho work thcmseh·os. 

At the period of the battle, the feeling in the United States 

was most intense. .An agent of Texas, writing from Now Or

leans after tho action, but before the receipt of the intelligence, 
says: "News received here, from 0'\"'ory part of the United 

States, is very cheering. The cruelty of tho Mexicans, ancl 

* Of this lnrge iuvnding force brought Ly Snntn Anna into Texas, but few 
ever renched their homes. We have lenrned something of those that cnme from 
Yucatan. It was in the winter of 1835 thnt Snntn Anna ordered a levy of eight 
Lumlred men from that stale for the invasion of Texas. These men were lorn 
nwny, by military force, from their families and occupations, lo go on lhe cnm
pnign. The sudden use of harsh means, nod the indignities offered them, filled 
them with despair (for the Yucatecos are greatly nttnched to their homes). They 
entHed into a conspiracy ngainst their officers; but it was discovered, oud Gen• 
era! ·roro (a brother-in-lnw of Santa Anno) sent to Merida for n troop of J\Iexican 
cavntry, who disarmed them, aud forced them in small companies to embark for 
Vera Crnz, where they were ngnin supplied wit.h nrms, and incorpo1·ated with 
the inv,1ding army. It \\"Ma portion of this body of poor Indinns lhnt performed 
the l,loody work ut Golind. From stnrvntion, nnd the incidents of wnr, there 
WNe not so mnny as fifty of them tlrnt ever returned lo see their wiv~s and 
children I Tl wns this cruelty in carrying nwoy her citizens thnt exnsperated 
Yucntnn against ;\Iexico, and caused her afterward to declare her independence 
-Letter of Geo,·ge Fisher, May 8, 1842. 
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their disgraceful treachery, have caused a general burst of in

dignation from Xorth to South. Fifty men leaYo hcrey to-day 

by way of Gnh·cston. General Felix Iluston leaves Natchez, 

on the 5th of )fay next, with from five to !'lOYcn hundred men. 

Ile will be accompanicu by Reziu P. Bowie, brother of Colonel 

Bowie, who fell in tho Alamo. They will march through lower 

Louisiana directly to IIarrisburg, or whcro,er your hcadquar

tcr::i may 'be cstalilishcd. Fifty men have left Philadelphia; 

and, by the latest papers, I sec that a county and tow~ mcct

inrr has liecn called for the relief of Tcxns. A meeting has 

al:o been called in Baltimore. )fen arc gathering in Tennes

see and Kentucky; and, in short, in every part of the United 

States, the barbarity of tho enemy has harrowed up tho hearts 

of all Americans, and a storm is gathering, the thunders of 

which will reach the centre of ~1exico. Tho whole American 

press is in our fayor .... In caso our arms aro successful, I 

hope our soldiers will not allow their passions to urge them to 

act::- of barbarity, and thus deprive us of the immense moral 

strength we now possess in the sympathy and respect of all 

civilized men. Such acts, on the part of the :Mexicans, have 

injurcJ them more than our arms could have done; and retali

ation on out· part, I fear, woulu be equally fatal to Texas. I 

am happy in assur1ng you that you possess many warm fricnt.l;; 

in the United ~tatcs, and that the prudent course you hn,·c 

pursued has in~pired universal confidence as to the eventual 

result of the war. It is sincerely wished that a doubtful en-

garrcmcnt will not be risked by yon, as a very short time must 
0 h d ''* 

give you force enough to place the contest beyond azar_ • 

The Texan cabinet, after having dispersed at Ilamsburg, 

rcasscmblcu at Galveston island.t The news of the arrival of 

* E,lword Conrnd to 8nm Ilouston, Al'l'il 30, 1886. 

I P l f T •• Xo 1 Five eucceMive pnpcrs, 
t President llurnel tu t 1e cop e o ex..., • • • 
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the Texan nrmy ai tho former place reached the officers of the 

go_vcrnrnent at GalYeston about the 19th of .,\:pril, yet they rc

ce1Ycd no further intclligenco from the army until the 26th. 

On that day, ancl previous to tho reception of tho news, an 

o_rdcr was sent to Ilouston, if he considered it inexpedient to 

risk an engagement, and a retreat was inevitable, to march tho 

army to Galveston.·* But. the intclligenco of the victory, which 

shortly afterward reached the government, assured it that a 

retreat was not necessary: and, with the news of this splendid 

achievement, came a special request from Colonel Rusk to 

President Burnet lo repair to the camp at San Jacinto. Ar

riving there about the firi;t of )fay, he was informed of the 

ar~isticet agreed to by Houston and Santa Anna, the object 

of it, and iho consequent orders issued by the latter to Filisolo. 

on the 22d. 

The effects taken in the battle of the 21st were first disposed 

of. The property was ordered to he sold, and the distribution 

of tho proceeds and of the enemy's military chest were decreed 

by the government to be divided between the officers and men. 

Of the entire amount-eighteen thousand one hundred and 

eighty-four dollars and eighty-seven cents-three thou~and dol

adJre~J Ly Pr;Jiident Burnet to the people of Texn", eppe.1rcJ in 
80 

mauy 

•ucceesiv~ n111nbcrs of tho "T~legraph nnd Te.xu Register," commencing ~ep-

1.c'."btr G, 1536, and throw much light upon tl1e evenu of thut perioJ. The 

will be referred to by number!\ y 

cc • ''DEP.UTXXST OP \\'..u., G.&LV.1:ttO~, .April !!6, 1836. 

To GEx'.'t\AL RAM llol-bTO!!: If you consider it inexpedi,,nt to ri~k nn tn

s:geme,'.t "1th '.he ~nemy, enJ co iJer n retrent i~itabl, from the position 

Y n now occnpJ, you ore heroby or<lereJ to march with the army under your 

com_mond lo the nearest nod rnost con,·enient point to this island gh·iog int r

m~lion of the 1nme to this depnrlment, when lr11nsporu will be :ent forthw~h 

to crosa I.he troops to this island. 

. "W ARRE."; D. C. ILu.i., Acti11g Secrttary of War." 

t Prc~ident Burnet cnlls it a treaty. Snntn Annn waa distinctly informed by 

':°lb Houston and Rusk that tire Te:i:nn goYernment alone coulJ ,i,goliat•; and 

l.ie ~orrntr so under~too,I iL The treaty-making power hnd been by tho con-

vention, fpccinlly delegnted lo the civil governmcnL ' 
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In.rs wero by the troops unanimously voted to tho~1ary, ~: 

dish:ibuted according to the dccreo.* p_oor pi 

the balance gallant men !-but it was all they received for 
to.nee to thoso 

many a day. ·th ~anta 
Proceeded to negotiate w1 '"' 

The government ¥OW . . ,, 
8 

"Among the first incidents to that d1scuss10n, s~y 

A.nu~. B t " and before any regular cabinet mcetmg 

President urne ' . rotocol of a treaty, 
h d was the presentation to me of the p 

was a , . h f 1 9 by Mr Rusk tho 
in pencil, comprising se\'"cn or mg t ar ic c , . • . ~ere 

f . "t These being drawn out m fo1 m, 
secretary o "ar • ' 

183G Official Report of John 
* Decree of Uie Presi,hnt and Cal,inet, 1\Ioy 3, • 

Forue•, Commissary-Genera_l. tho first trcnty mnde by the IICW republic, a 

t Address No. 11. As this was. It is found in the following extract 

reference to its origin may not oo imµrc,per. 
r 11 ton to Ruok dated 

of n letter roro ous ' z Aa>tY C•><P f'~ J,c,~"To, Jfay 3. 18:lG. 

"ll1t•DQt' ... Tll.l or Tit b '1, • ti e executi\'e govcrnnw.ut 
I to know on w at ns11 , t 

"I have not the p cuurc . Genernl ~.rnta Annn, but I w<>uld re!pec -

contemplate the nrrang,mcnLI with b bled to give my attention to the 
t that, so far as I have cen ena 

fully rnggei1 . . 1 )<I hnve aome weight:-
1ubject, the follow1ng po1n~ a iou f Texas ,hnuld l,e a ,ine qua t10,1. 

"TI,e reco.-.nitiun of the 10dependence oh R" Grande from the mouth, pur-
0 

h J l xtend to l e 10 • l 
"The limits of Texa• a ou , e noel thc1,ce northeut to tie 

to ·ta moat northwestern source, 
suing the atrenm 1 

line of the United Stalci'. T d ·ng the war· commi~inner1 to 

"Iudcmnity for all losses IU9t,Lined by exa~ ur1 T ,van ;nd on,• Amcric~n. 
• 1 f t one l\1ex1can, ono ~. ' 

be nppointed to naccrttun t '~ llC -:m the Unitetl Statea for the fulfilment of the 
"'fue gun,·anty l-0 l,e ol,tnincd fr . . 

atipnlntion on th~ pnrt of the contr~ceJtlng p:~:::~g• with euch olhtr officers as 

I ,; tu Anna to be r•LRID aa ' "fi d by the 
"Genera , an . fl they nrc recognised or rnt1 e 

the government may tlunk proper, un i 

:Mexic!\11 go'l"ernmenL 'I .· an citizen~ or those friendly lo the 
• t"on ofT,xen or., e:i:1c ' 

"Imme,hnte rcstorn I b La d ,,,ith their 1,ropcrty. 

cause of Tex111, who may hnYe e~~ t;•e ;;::i~nn troops from the limitsofTexa!I. 

"lnstnntaneous withdrawn) of n i ed. ., t molested by the troops, or 
• T to be reator ' anu no 

.. All property 10 exu 

marauders, in falling back. ., 
1 

d 
f 111 tilitit• 1,,.- sea 1mu an • 85 " Cessation o a 101 ., , . f M :rican prisonerr-, so soon 

"A guaranty for tho at1f•IY nnd reatorallon o e 

the couditiun• ehall be complied_ w!t~.tat • to obtain the mediation of thnt gov• 

"Agents to be sent lo the U~1te ~, Te ' s."-NtlD Orltan, Bulletin, J1.Z!J 12, 
• :~ the affain of Mc:uco anu exa 

ernmen, = 
1836, 
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presented as the ba:<is of n treaty. After considerable discus

i:ion in the cabinet, it was found that a minority of that body 

were opposed to making any treaty with the )fexican presi

dent. As he was a prisoner, they urged, with rcac:on, that 

such a treaty would not be binding. A.gain, they said, though 

with lc:-s reason, that such had been his barbarity at Goliad 

and elsewhere, that he ought to be tried and put to death. 

Rut. happily, better and noLler counsels prevailed; aocl it was 

concluded by the majority that the best interests of Texas 

would lio promoted by entering into a fair and l1ooorablo treaty 

with the disti11gui:-hcd captirn, stipulating always for the al,;.o

lutc independence of Texas. 

During this discus:;ion, it became necessary to remove to 

other quarters. Accordingly, in a fow dapi, the prcsidont and 

cabinet, with 8anta Anna and most of the ~fo:xican offieerq who 

were capti\'"es, took passage on the steamer "Y cllow::,tonc" for 

Gal\"cston. But the entire want of accommodation at this 

poiot induced a second removal, to Y clasco. II ere the nego

tiations were continued. As ~anta Anna desired that the pro

jct of the treaty which had been submitted to him should be 

divided into a public and a secret treaty, his wi«hes were 

granted; and the two treaties were made and signed at Ve

lasco, on the 14th of May, 1836. 

The public treaty pl'Ovided for the ccssntion of hostilities 

between the two armies; for the speedy rctil'Cmcnt of the ene

my's forces beyond the Rio Gran de; for the protection of pri

vate property on their march ; for the restoration of property 

taken by tho )Icxicans ; and that tho Texan army do not ad

vance nearer the retreating army than five leagues. The secret 

treaty pro\'"idcd that Santa Anna would give his ortlers that, 

in the shortest possible time, the Mexican troops should leave 

Texas; that he would prepare matters in the cabinet of ~foxieo 
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for the reception of Texan commissioners, and that by ncgotia

tic :is all differences might be adjusted, :rn<l the indepen<lence 

of Texas acknowlc<lged; that a treaty of commerce, amity, and 

limits, should be established, the boundary of Texas not ex

tending beyond the Rio Grande ; and that Texas should pro

vide for the prompt return of Santa .Anna to Vera Crnz, to 

enable him to perform his engagements.* 

Such were the pronsions of the two treaties, written in Eng

lish and Spanish, and signed in duplicate by Santa .Anna on 

the one part, and by the presi<lent ad interim and three of the 

cabinet on the other. It is proper to state here, that General 

Ilouston 's wound having disabled him from active service, 

Thomas J. Rusk was placed in command of the army, under 

the rank of a b1·igadier-general; that, in consequence, )firabenu 

B. Lamar succeeded Ru!=:k in the war office; and owing to the 

sickness of Samuel P. Carson, the secretary of state, James 

Colling:;worth succeeded him ; and by the accidental death of 

David Thomas, the attorney-general, Peter "\Y. Grayson was 

appointc<l to fill thnt vacancy. Messrs. Lamar nnd Potter were 

the only opponents of the arrangement with Santa .Anna. 

These treaties, for reasons that will appear hereafter, wero 

not popular in Texas; but time has shown that President Bur

net and his cabinet acted wisely. The rash and imprudent 

course suggeoted by the opposition would have rendered Texas 

obnoxious to the charge of inhumanity, aroused and united the 

dormant 1,pirit of Mexico, and-what was of priceless value 

to Texas-depriveu the latter of the active sympathies of the 

• ~ce Appendix ~o. Y. The fmt propo,ition for e~tnblishing the limit.a of 

Te:,;~1 was maJe by Jesse Grime5, in Lhe convention at WaahiogLon: it 1•r<>pa!c,i 

the lio11nd11ry orterwnrd allowed. Houston, after le11ving W aahingtun lo tukc 

comml\nd of the army, had written bnck Lo James Colling~worlh, chairman of 

the milit11ry committee, lo offer n resolution decl11ring Texas n portion of LouiEi• 

ana. The CQu-rentioo, however, look no action on the queation of li111ita. 

.. 
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civilized world. No nation has e,·cr suffered for being humane 
and generous. In the nineteenth century, public opinion is 
worth everything; it is more than an armed host; nor can any 
nation long resist it. At that moment, when tho eyes of tho 
world were upon tho deliberations of tho Texan government, 
on Buffalo bayou, tho slightest acts of cruelty or inhumanity 
on her part would have withered her hopes for ever. But, 
thanks to her good fortune and rising prospects, her better 
cowisels prevailed; and, by those treaties, she won a brighter 
and moro glorious victory than that of San Jacinto-a victory 
over herself and her own passions. From the remotest times, 
the world has groaned under the tread of conquerors ; but how 
few have learned tho nobler lessons of humanity ! 

In point of time, we will now return to other events. As 
has already been stated, the alarm in eastern Texas, conse
quent upon the approach of the invading army, subsided about 
the 16th of April. General Gaona, at the head of a motley 
host of Mexicans and Indians, did not debouclte from the for
ests of the upper Trinity, hut was making his way from Dastrop 
to San Felipe. Bolles, the Chel'Okee chief, indignant at tho 
supposed sui:picion of his good faith and pacific iutentions, sent 
in his denial. Accordingly, the forces destined for the Texan 
army set out on the march. On the 22d of April, three com
panies left Robbins's ferry on the Trinity, and on the 23d two 
others followed for the same destination.* Thei:e, in addition 
to those coming from the United States, would soon have pre
sented a formidable army. But the news of the Yictory antici
pated and turned many of them back. Despatches were sent 
to eastern Texas, notifying them that the enemy were retreat
ing for the purpose of concentrating, directing tho troops to 

* Letter of George P. Digge, Aeling Aautant Quartermaster-General, April 23, 1886. 
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l * Those • • the people to p ant corn. 
turn out, and also desmng. dl . th their families to their de-

who bad fled returned rap1 y W1 1 lo behold their dwcl
any however, on Y 

sertcd !1omcs-vcry m. , k d thcr }lropcrty destroyed. 
• h d their stoc an ° 

lings m as es, an l th price a nation pays for 
Such arc the ravages of war-suet e 

its liberty. . f S n J o.cinto spread over 
. 11• of the victory o a .., . 

The mte 1gcncc d ._,·ty and was received 
"th example rap1u1 ' 

the United States w1 un . t· trS and congratulations, 
. . • b nfircs pubhc mcc mo , 

with rcJotcmgs, o ' . "ttcnding tho triumph at 
d b th dcmonstr:i.tions ... 

not surpassc Y e . ff' . g contendintr for tho 
I as their own ° :;pnn ° 

Tew Orleans. t w . . f ti other that gave them so 
h • , the spmt o to m , 

1·igl1ts, and s owmg d l owevcr that Mexico 
. l st not be suppose ' i ' 

much Joy. t mu . d pathy with any kind of 
• k" d d feeling an sym 

beheld this Ill re f tl United States took early 
B t the government o 10 

p:i.ticnce. u . . 1· On the receipt of tho nows 
t ·eserve its neutla ity. th 

steps o pr . 1835 letters were sent to c 

of tho battle at Go~z:i.l;, .:u d Stat~s at New Orleans, and to 

district attorucy of t_ 1~ m _c . tr tho vigilant suppression 
. . f Lou1s1ana, 10qucstm0 

the go, crnor o . l . f the neutral obligations of tho 

of any movcmcntsTin v1do a_t~o:f;er these instructions were do-

u ·,,.dR~~s wo ~s . t 
n1..., .._ • , 1 . cliar,,.c d}(ljfatrcs a 

S - Castillo the ~, ex1can ,:, 
spatched, euor , ' . f e contemplated military 

• ton ave information o som t 
Washmg . 'g T • y rk and New Orleans in favor of Tcxa~. 
movement:; at ~cw o . t1. + l1ad an interview with 

f t t" m reply to us,+ 
'l'he secretary O s a "' . . f tl o laws 

. x laincd to 1nm the nature o l 

Seiior Castillo, and e p t1 ·s subject and stated 
and institutions of tho United States on . nth -tt~r On tllC 

"d t Jackson m o "'" " • 
to him the Yiows of Prc1:n en dd . sod letters to tho district 

day the secretary of state a res 
same Eaat. Houston to the 

r War to the Troops and People of the * S,c ·etRry o 

Ntme: April 26, 1836. f Lhe 1,nit.ed States, October 29, 18S6. 
t Ca•tillo to the Secretary of State o 

t November 4, \S35. 
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attorneys of the United Btatcs at dill"erent points on the fron

tier and i:eacoa:st, and in:;tructed them particularly to prevent, 

as far as they legally could do, any interference in the pending 

contrst between ~fcxico and her reLcllious colonies. 

Ou the 10th of November, of the same year, the secretary 

of external relations in Mexico addressed a letter directly to 

the secretary of state of the United States, complaining of such 

interference on the part of the people of Louisiana in behalf 

of the Texan cause. This letter wns written in consequence 

of the capture of the Mexican armed schooner Correo, Captain 

fhompson, by the Texan vessel the San Felipe., Captain Hurd, 

as previously related, in September, 1835. The secretary, in 

l1is reply, .. after explaining the characte1· of the laws of the 

United States, and stating the measures which had been taken 

by that government to pre,·cnt a Yiolation of the neutrality 

laws, informed Sciior Monasterio that the United States could 

not be held respon::;ible for the conduct of iudi,·iduals, who left 

her territory as such; and that she could only proceed against 

them when they went organized and in armed array. 

It was in consequence of tl1is exposition of the laws and 

policy of tl10 United States, that tho Mexican government 

adopted tlio decree (gi,cn on a previous page) declaring all 

such intrusi,c foreigners to be pirates, to whom no quarter 

should he given ; and in execution of which the bloody scenes 

at Goliad and the Alamo were enacted. 

In the meantime, 8eiior Gorostiza, having been accredited 

as Mexican ernbassador to tl10 government at Washington city, 

complained of the movements of General Felix Iluston, of 

Katchez, and of tho ladies of Xaslwillc, in raising troops for 

Texa!;. The American secretary of the state referred him to 

instructions previously given to nearly all the Uuitcd States 

* &cretary 1( State of lfoiteJ St.ates to S.llor Monost.erio, Jnouory 29, l!i3G. 
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!l The minister, in reply, rather doubted whether the 
attorney~. •r dut Ile was 
United Stat.cs attorneys had performed thc1 . y. h uld 

int out an instance, and tho delinquent s o 

rcqu~st~d to po b ~ ·1 d to do it.* Thus the government 
bo d1sm1sscd ; but o iru c . f . tl 

of tbo United States did who.t it could to prcsorvo_ its a1 i 

with Mexico, and tho people did what they could to rud Texas. 

·1 ♦ 1836. Secretary of St.ale to 

* Gorostizn to lhe Secretory o~ Stl\te,hApSn 't ;f State, July 21 1886; 

• A ·1 0 1830. Goroetiza to t e , tcre Ary 
G-,ro•llll\, pr1 ' ' ., SO 

£ State to Goroetixa, July ~6, 18 • 
$tcretary o 

FILISOLA AND TllE MEXICAN RESERVE. 161 

Oll.A.PTER VI. 

To rch,rn ,0 the movements of General Filisola, now in com

mand of th& ,nrnding army. It seems that the destruction of 

Yincc's bridge not only facilitated tl10 capt.w·c of the enemy 

who had cro:;std it, but prevented the main body from receiv

ing iuforrnntioc of the battle of the 21st of April until the 23d. 

"On the o.ftomoon of the 23d," says Filisola, " I was conclu

ding tho operation of sending across tho river the section with 

which General Gaona was to march to Nacogdoches, when a 

soldier of the frontier dragoons presented to me a small piece 

of paper, written with a pencil, by Colonel Mariano Garcin, 

first aide of Guerrero, in which he informed me of tho unfortu

nate occurrence of the afternoon of the 21st. A short time 

after, Bomo fugitives arrived, and among them Captain Miguel 

Aguirre, of the Tampico regiment, wounded in the action in 

the thigh, by a rifle-ball, who said that the defeat had been 

perfect, and the existence of the pl'Cl,ident quite doubtful. 

..:uch news made me immediately suspend the pnRsage of the 

ri,·er by the fol'ce that was to have gone with Gaona, nnd to 

send a. picket of cantll'y in the direction of tho battlo-grouud, 

as much to acquire correct information of the actual fate of the 

pl'csident, as to protect the fugitives who might harn escaped. 

But the enemy had burnt the bridge, which was the only road 

for retreating; and consequently the picket accompli.;bcd little 

VOL. Il.-11 
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or nothing in either respect, for all had been killed or made 
prisoners. Alarm and discouragement was general among all 
classes, for it was believed that all the prisoners, the president 
included, would have been shot, as a reprisal for the conduct 
ob~ervcd with theirs at Bexar and Goliad."* 

Before day, on the 24th, tho Mexicans had all reached the 
right bank of the Bra~os. Orders were immediately given to 
retreat, and to concentrate at Mrs. Powell's, on the road to 
Vict0ria, and fifteen miles distant from Fort Bend. On the 
25th, the divisions under Filisola, Gaona, Unea, and Sesma, 
all concentrated there. A. council of war was holden, and it 
was unanimously agreed that they should repass the Colorado, 
establish communications with the capital, and await assistance 
and aclvice.t Fifo:ola had under his command four thousand 
and seventy-eight mcn,t and stood more in need of provisions 
than of additional troops. As had been predicted by the Texan 
commander, the retreat and pursuit acro~s the Brasos had ex
hausted the enemy's provisions. For many days they had not 
eaten bread. The officers were in wfillt of everything. Corn 
was sold in the camp at twenty-two dollars per bushel, a loaf 
of bread at three dollars, a pint of brandy at eight dollars! 
)Iorcove1·, the greater part of the soldiers were barefooted, 
and wanting in clothing. Add to all this the alarm pt'oduced 
by the report of the o,erwhelming defeat of Santa Anna, and 
we ha,c the reasons that operated upon the Mexican council 
of war in faxor of a retreat. Accordingly, on the 2ilh, they 
marched from Mri:. Powell's, inten.ding to cross the Colorado 
at Cayce's ferry. They pa!'lsed the fir:,t prong of the San Ber
nard, and encamped that night "without having a place to 
stand on that wru; not covered with water." Arriving at the 

t FiliAOla'a Defence, p. 89. 
t Filieola'• Defence, p. 30. 

t Filisola to Tornel, May 14, 1830. 
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second /rong, they found it not fordable. On the afternoon 
of the -8th, Deaf Smith overtook them and d li. d G . . , c "ere to en-
eral F1hsola the orders of Santa Anna of the 22d of April * 
But the :Mexican general needed no command to retreat. rie 
was already hastening that operation. The rains were nearly 
constant. The streams were all overflowing their banks and 
the foundations of the roads were broken up. Deaf Smith 
represents the retreat as a flight-the way being strewn with 
wagons, artillery, horses, and baggage, abandoned by the ene
my. Finding they could not reach Cayce's ferry, they turned 
u~ to the Atasco silo cros!>ing, and, after innumerable hard
sl11ps and privations, so feelingly described by Filisola in his 
letter to Torncl, they passed the Colorada on the 9th of Ma 
and on the 14th arrived at Victorin. They there hastened~ 
find provisions, but in this they were partly disappointed. A 
quart ~f corn was sola in camp for a dollar, and a pound-and
a-half loaf for three dollars ! Filisola complains of the immense 
a~ount of baggage with which he was encumbered, and like
w1!-e of the great numbe~ of mules and women in the train of 
the army. 

Colonel Alcerrica, who commanded a uattalion ~f Mexicans 
at ~Iatagorcla, as soon ns he heard of ~anta Anna's defeat with
out waiting for orders, retreated l>J ~ca to ~Iatamoras. 'Thus, 
on the day the treaty was sibrned with Santa A.nun. at V clasco 
the whole of the :\lcxican army, who were not pri~oners, wer~ 
on the Guadalupe, o1· wc:-t of it. It is proper also to state 
that, as Filisoln. feared the uew:s of hi:. chief's capture mi"'ht 
produce disturbances at )Iatumoras, or in its neighborhood,\e 
despatched General Urrea with eight hundred troops directly 
to that point. 

* Filieola'a Dei n .• 
th 

C ce, P. 42. We follow F1]140)a !Jere who in bis account of e retreat, c tainl '-- ' ' an cer Y "" relied on. No enemy could make it wone. 
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On the receipt of the order of Santa Anna of the 22d of 
April, General Filisola, in reply, stated that he would repass 

the Colorado, and cease hostilities, unless the Texans should 

give occasion for their continuance. Ile likewise promised to 
respect the property of the Texans on the route. But, inas
much as Santa Anna did not state in his communications the 

basis of the armistice therein named, Filisola despatched Gen
eral Adrian Woll to the headquarters of the Texan army to 
learn the particulars:)!- General Woll, bearing a flag of truce, 
entered the Texan lines before he was known, or the nature 
of his mission explained. He was conducted to the general-in
chief, courteously received and treated, but detained as a pris

oner, and consigned to the care of Major Teal. He appealed 
to the flag he bore, and remonstrated with some indiscreetness 
against such treatment. But, at that time, negotiations with 
Santa Anna were pending; it was known that the enemy's 
force had concentrated; and it was important that General 
Woll should be detained until these negotiations were con
cluded, and the Mexican army safely across the Colorado. 
This step appeared to be necessary, inasmuch as the immedi
ate return of Woll, after observing the Texan camp, and con
versing freely with Santa Anna, might have endangered the 
consummation of the business on hand. It was desirable that 
Texas should secure her rights, if possible, without a further 
effusion of blood, and that the invading army should quietly 
repass the Rio Grande; for it was believed that if this object 

could be effected, and time given for reflection, no army of like 
force would ever again be sent from Mexico to Texas. Be

sides, Texas desired repose ; she wanted time to plant corn, 

and to recruit her impoverished garners.t 
An advance was sent forward, under Colonel Burleson and 

* Filiaola to Santa Anna, April 28, 1836. t Colonel Forbes's Not,eg. 
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Cap~i.11 Karn_es, to watch the motions of the enemy. Captain 
Segum also did good service in reporting the progress of the 
retreat. Those officers were instructed not to molest the 
Mexicans, so long as they continued to retreat, and did not 
encroach upon the citizons or their property.* On the 5th of 
May, ?en~ral Ilouston surrendered the command of the army 
to Br1gad1er-General Rusk, and the latter shortly afterward 
moved up to Ilarrisburg.t From this point the Texans con

tinued near the enemy, but strictly observing the articles of 
the armistice. 

The Mexican army having moved from Victoria to Goliad 
aftet· being reinforced by the detachment of Andrade from Sa~ 
Antonio, continued the retreat until the 26th of May, when, at 
the :Magerero, it was overtaken by Colonel Benjamin F. Smith 
and Captain Henry Teal, commissioners, sent with the public 
treaty of the 14th of May, with full authority to ratify it on 
tho part of General Rusk, and to ask its ratification on the part 
of General Filisola. General Tolsa and Colonel A.mat having 
boe11 appointed commissioners on tho part of the latter com
mander, the papers were duly examined, and the agreement 

* Order to Karnes, May 3, 1836. t Extrnct from. General Houston's order of May 5, 1836: _ 
Co~ADES: Cu·cumstances connected with the battle of the 21st render our 

se~arataon for_ the pr?sent unnvoidnble. I need not express to you the many 
painful sensaltons which thntnecessity inflicts upon me. I am solaced h b th h h , owever, 
! e ope l at we will soon be reunited in the great cause of liberty, Bi·i a• 

dier-Ge~ern~ Rusk is ~ppointed to the command of the nrmy for the present. g I 
confide 10 _his valor, his _patriotism, nnd his wisdom. His conduct iu the battle 
of San Jacrnto :'·as snfficu:nt to iosnre your confidence and regnrd. The enem 
~hough relrenlrng, nre still within tl1e limits of Texns. Their situation be~ 

nowo to yon, you cno not be tnken by surprise. .... In taking leave of my 
bi·a_ve comrades-in-arms, I cau not suppt·css the expression of that pride which I 
so_ JUstly feel in_ having had the honor to command th•m in per...an; nor will I 
withho_Id the _tribute of my warmest admiration and gratitude for the prompt,. 
ness w1t.h which my orders were executed, nnd union maintained through I.he 
crmy." 
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ratified by the respective commissioners, and approved by Gen
eral Filisola. These matters being adjusted, the latter con

tinued his retreat toward the Rio Grande. 

It is not our purpose to enter into the controversy between 
the generals of the retreating army. The position of Filisola 
was most unenviable. He foresaw that the storm of disap
pointment would fall upon his head, whatever he might do; 
nor would his situation, and tho absolute want of provisions, 

enable him to de, much. His official letter, conveying the sad 
news of tho great battle, and the capture of the president, 
reached the }foxican capital on the 15th of May. It was im
mediately answered by Tornel, secretary of war and marine. 
Filisola was directed to address the Texan general, " exacting 
from him, by decorous means, the liberty of tho president gen

eral-in-chief, or at least, during the time this point should be 
arranged, the consideration due to his high dignity." Ile was 

further directed to use all his efforts to save the remainder of 
the army, by concentrating it in some place convenient for pro

visions. Ile was further instructed that the preservation of 

Bexar was of "absolute necessity." And, in spite of the de
cree declaring tho Texans taken with arms in their hands to 
be pirates, he was authorized to "propose exchanges, and to 
preserve for that purpose, because humanity required it, the 
liYes of the priwners made, and that might be made, from the 
enemy."·* When Filisola received that letter, the treaty with 
Santa Anna had already been ratified by him, Bexar had been 

already evacuated, and the Mexican army was marching on 
half-rations or less beyond the Neuccs. A.a to proYisions, tho 
little navy of Texas had picked up the supply forwarded frnm 
New Orleans, and the merchants there would risk no more.t 

The Mexican government having received, through General 

* Tornel to Filisola, Mny 15, 1836. t Filisola to Tornel, M11y 81, 1836. 
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Filisola, the armistice agreed to between Houston and Santa 
Anna, approved the conduct of Filisola in its observance; but 

at the same time stated that they desired tho latter to " act 
with extreme caution, and, while he endeavored not to com
promit, in any manner, tho life of the illustrious general Santa 
.Anna, he should also a,oid pledging tho honor of the nation.'' 

It was a knotty point-the government could not resolve it; 

but, while they forbade anything like an acknowledgment of 
Texan independence, which they declared the nation never 
would agree to, they loft all to tho discretion of Filisola, and 

again reminded him how deeply they were interested in the 
salvation of Santa Anna.* 

Subsequently recovering, however, from tho consternation 
produced by the blow given, tho central authorities urged Fili
sola to retreat no farther, but await reinforcements, as they 
would soon despatch four thousand additional troops by water 

from Vera Cruz to Matamoras. But it was too late: Filisola 
did not like Texas; he pronounced it a country of "mud and 
sand," and left it. Nor did tho reinforcement arriYe. 

Tho g~Yernment of the United States was not satisfied with 
mere diplomatic letters, but was to some extent affocted by 
the proximity of these contending forces. General Edmund 

P. Gaines was intrusted with the command of tho southwestern 
military division of the United States. Ile felt a deep and 
earnest sympathy for Texas, and was only prevented by his 
position from taking part in her behalf. Ilis instructions for
bade his advancing beyond the territory then in the possession 
of tho American Union, unless the Indians wore employed i~
mediately upon the border, or unless armed parties of tho bel
ligerents should approach the frontier so near as manifestly to 

show that they meant to violate the territory of the United 

• Tornel to Filisola, May 15, 1836 (second of that date). 
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States. But if the Indians should engage in the war, or cir

cmnstances should distinctly show the necessity of crossing the 
possessory boundary for the protection of the country adjoining 
the scene of operations in Texas, then he should cross that 

lJoundary, which was the Sabine, making known to any armed 

parties the object of such step. At the same time he was in
structed in no ernnt to co-operate with either party, or suffer 
them to join him. And, should he pass that boundary., he was 
ordered to return as soon as circumstances would permit.-Y, 

Under these instructions, General Gaines, after ordering the 
sixth regiment of infantry from J eITerson Barracks to Fort 
Jesup, came in person to the frontier. There he received in
telliD"ence from General John T. Mason, of Nacogdoches, of 
the ;arlike attitude of the Indians, and their reported com

bined movement. He therefore immediately despatched Lieu
tenant Bonnell to the Caddo villages, to persuade them to 
peace. Bonnell found that Manuel Flores, a Mexican agent, 
11ad been among them, exerting every effort to induce them to 
declare war against Texas. Gaines, in the meantime, had 
advanced with fourteen companies to the borders of the Sa
bine. t Further to strengthen himself, he made a requisition 

upon the governors of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Tennessee, 

for a brigade each of volunteers, and upon the governor of 
Alabama for a battalion. To appreciate the apparent neces
sity for these forces, we must recur to the information (then 
believed to be true) in General Gaines's possession. General 
Mason, then commandant of the militia of Nacogdoches, sent 
llim an express, which reached him at Natchitoches, on the 

night of the 13th of April, informing him " of the concentra
tion of a large number of Indians about sixty miles from Nae-

* Lewis Cass, Secretory of War, to Edmund P. Gaines, May 12, 1886. 
t Letter of J. Bonnell, Mny 6, 1836. 
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ogdocbes, and thirty miles ndrth of the San Antonio road ; 

that. one thousand mounted Mexicans were with them, and that 
their combined force was at least twenty-five hundred men." 
Ile was further informed by Mr. Dart, the bearer of the ex
press, that there were at least tl1rce hundred families between 
the Trinity and the Neches, who would fall into the hands of 
the enemy; and that Nacogdoches and its vicinity had already 
been abandoned by the families th0re resident.* Under these 
circumstances, he made the requisition for troops, as before 
related, and took his position on the western verge of the neu
tral ground. .After the news of the signal victory of the 21st 
of April, there seemed to be no further necessity for the stay 
of General Gaines on the banks of the Sabine, for the Indians 
were then ready to take sides with the whites, and the Mexi
cans under Gaona were retreating rapidly upon Matamoras. 

This movement of American troops was made known to the 
Mexican government by President Jackson himself. Goros
tiza, the Mexican minister, having called on him, the subject 
of Santa Anna's cruelty came up in conversation. Gorostiza 
alleged that it was necessary to tho consolidation of the dicta
tor's liberal policy that rebel blood should be sacrificed. Jack
son replied that it was a sacrifice of .American blood. "True, 
your excellency," said the minister, "but among the candi- . 
dates for land, we could not discriminate."-" Well, well," 
answered the p1·esident, " but Santa Anna, and all others, will 
find such immolations very unsavory and indigestible. Tho 

* Samuel P. Cnrson, Texan Secretary of State, to Sam Houston, April 14, 1836. 
Carson also says to lhe Texan commander: ":My view is, tlrnt you should fall 
back, if 11ecessary, to the Sabine. I am warranted in saying that volunteer 
lroops will come on io numbers from the United States . . . , .. You must fl\ll 
back, nnd hold out, and let nothing goad or provoke you to n baltle, unless you 
can, witliout doubt, whip them, or unless you are compelled to fight." !Ind 
Houston taken nil the advice that was given him, lie would huve been, in his 
own language, "in the situation of the ass between the two stacks of .hay In 
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Americans will no,er submit to thnt system. It is my duty to 

pre,-er,c neutrality; and, with that ,iow, 1 ba,e ordered Gen

eral Gaines to a position favorable to a speedy execution of 

the boundary treaty, and to prevent interference with the In

dians." As Mexico had at that time her agents among the 

Indian:;, and her minister knew that Jackson was aware of it, 

the last reply was significant. 
Though there was much that was not true in regard to the 

reports of the Indian movements in eastern Texas, there is no 

doubt but that the saYages were collected in large numbers on 

the frontier, were greatly excited, and that nothing hut the 

defoat of the Mexicans pre,ented them from making an attack 

upon the setLlement:;. As it was, they did not disper:-:e with

out committing an act of barbarism. On the Hlth of May, 

18~G, about nine o'clock in the morning, several hundred of 

them arrived at Fort Parker, on the head-waters of the Nava

soto, about sixty miles abo,·e the settlements. Tho fort was 

at that time occupied by six men and sever~l women and chil

dren. Four other men, belonging to tho fort, had gone out to 

tho fielu to work. Tho Indians presented a white !lag, and 

sent two of their number to tho fort, to say that they were 

friendly, and desired to treat. Ono of the inmates, Benjamin 

Parker, went out to sec tho main l,ody of the Indian~, hut soon 

returned and reported unfavorably. Ilowever, he went out n 

second time, hoping to make pence, but was ~urroundcd and 

killed. Those in the fort attempted to fiy, hut the most of 

them were cruelly massacred, and their bodies mutilated. The 

fort was then plundored, and tho savages retreated, with some 

of the women and children as prisoners.* 

• Xnrrativt1 of Rathel Plumrner, p. 5. Leltcr of G. W. Browning, !>fay 23, 1886. 

:Many have read the touching narrative of Mr& Plumme~, nn,1 the mllny wAD• 

deriog• of her father, J,-me& W. l'nrker, in aearch of his dau.;htcr and her son. 
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We will now return to tho Texan cabinet at Velasco. In 

pursuance of the pronsions of the treaty with Santa Anna, the 

Texan authorities were making arrangomcnts to send their 

c~ptiYe to Vern Cruz. Accordingly, on the 1st of June, tho 

dictator and his suite, consisting of Colonel Almonte Colonel 

Nunes, and his private secretary Caro, went on board t{ic armed 

schooner Itwinrible, commanded by Captain J. Brown. Lo

renzo de Zavala, the vicc--president, and Bailey Hardiman, tho 

secretary of tho treasury, being selected as commi8sionors un

der_ the treaty, to accompany Santa .Anna to ~foxico, were 'pre

parrng to embark; but on that day (the 1st of June), General 

Thomas J. Green, with two hundred and thirty volunteers ar

rived on board tho steamer" Ocean" from New Odcans. ~he 

opposition to the release of Santa. Anna, which had been for 

eome time gaining strength, was greatly increased by the arri

,al of these volunteers. Puulic meetings were l1eld, and vio

lent :;peeche<1 made against the measure.* "In this stnto of 

thing:;," says General Green, "President Burnet nddressed 

m~ a note, requesting an interview, and asking my opinion in 

th'.s emergency. I told him that, as to any violence being 

o~ered to him or his cabinet, I pledged my honor to sliiel<l 

1nm and them "·ith my life ; but that I was of opinion that in 

accordance with the overwhclmi~g public will of the eitiz~ns 

of the country, he should remand the prisoner ashore and 
. ' 

nwatt the public ";n to determine his fate. The president 

promptly replied that ho would do so."t .A.ccordin1rly he 
• 

C, ' 

issued au order to Captain Brown to bring the prisoners on 

shore. Santa .Anna, who had gone on board the vessel by 

• Preii,lent Burnet'• Address, No. s. 
an! Gr.eu'e Mier Exp_edilion (Appendix No. IX.1 p. -184. President Burnet 

General Green differ eomewhut as to this matter The former dor• not 

~late lh.~t he caH~d upo~ the latter for his ad-rice, tbo;gh thi1 may ban been 

one, without bemg noticed in the adores& 
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order of the government, and on the faith of tho treaty which 
had been solemnly signed by both parties, and who, with the 
knowledge of the government, had publi:;hed a short farewell 
to the Texan army,·:+ po:;iti'\-cly refused to debark. Tho prc.:;i
den t then appointecl Messrs. ~mith, Hardiman, IIuut, and Ilen
derson, to wait upon the prisoners, make known the will of the 
goYcrnmont, and bring them ashore. This wa:; accordingly 
dono, antl thoy were landed at the village of Quintana, oppo
site to V clasco. 

On the same day, but probably after the prisoners had been 
brought on shore, President Burnet received from certain offi
cers of the army, purporting to act for themselves and the sol
diers under them, a strange document. It is proper to state 
that, on the 11th of May, General Hou:;ton had sailed on board 
tho "Flora" for Now Orleans, to procure bettor medical aid and 
comfort for his wounded limb than could be had in the camp; 
and that previous to his departure he left an addrci-s to the 
troops ou Galveston island and those that should afterward 
arrive, urging " olicdicncc to the constituted authorities and 
laws of the country as the first duty of a soldier; that it would 
adorn his martial virtues, and qualify him for the highest right:, 
of citizcnship."t But those who signed and a:;;;entcd to this 
address to Presideut Burnet, forgetting or disregarding this 
salutary advice, and while they declared that they abhorred 
the idea of interfering in the management of the govemment, 
assumed to dictate to it, and to claim its control ! "W o shall 

* Fm·cwcll or ~anti\ Anni\ to the Texan army:-
" MY FruEso•: I han been a witnc~ of your courage in the fielJ or battle, 

and know you to be gencroua. Rely with confidence on rny sincerity, noJ you 
ehnll never have cnm,i to regrd the kindneaa 1hown me. In returning to my 
native land, I beg you to receive the thanks of your grateful frienJ. 1-'arewell' 

"A~ro. Loi>,:z DE SA?•TA A.~~A. 

t Iloustoa'e Addret!l!, May 11, 183C. 
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not, howo,er, address you," say they, "in that spirit of irrita
tion and indignation which pervades c,cry one in this army, 
but in tho tono which should c,cr characterize tho intercourse 
between tl,e ruling parties in a country."* After setting forth 
their privations and want of provisions, they continue: "And 
to who~ arc we to charge these inj.uries? Surely to you, as 
the president of this republic! It was your duty to have paid 
particular attention to the army; to have inquired out their 
wantc:, and relic,cd them. It was surely your duty to have 
cau~ed provisions, at least, to have been furnished, and to ha,o 
dropped all other matters until this was done; and you will 
not he surprised to learn that the indignation and exasperation 
of the army is now ,cry great at the total failure to pay aLtcn
~ion to them, a12d tlie consequenres may be serious if redress 
ts 110/ had. And we now require that this army be immedi
ately furnished with a sufficiency of such provisions and clothes 
a.~ the public may possess or can be procured ..... In con
clusion," say they, "we repeat to you, General Santa Anna 
nwst be safely secured, and placed at tho disposition of the 
coming Congress." 

The poor president ! what could he do ? The government 
was as de~titutc as the army. Ile doubtless felt grateful to 
the troops for their heroic services, but the new republic had 
no treasu1·y, and his private means were limited. ",\ t the 
time of my visit to Velasco," says Colonel Forbes," in May, 
1_83G, the pl'csident's style and manner of fo·ing wero most 
su_np1c • . Ilis residence was but little moro than a mere i:hanty. 
His mmable and accomplished lauy, without any servants or 
hired help, superintended and managed in person lier domestic 
arrangements; and their household and table comforts were 

* Address to Preaideut Burnet from "Encnmpment at Victorin," May 26, 
1S36. 
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sufficiently sparse and limited to have called forth the admira.. 

tion of the Spartan ln.wgi,cr." 
Y ct the address in question had been presented to the presi

dent- the military had usurped the civil authority. The good 

faith of Texas, in the first treaty she ever made, was broken 

and trampled under foot-not by the government, but by the 

army-a matter of painful foreboding to President Burnet. 

"Landing at Quintana, upon the western bank," says General 

Green, "we met President Burnet, and surrendered the pris

oner to him. The president turned to me and said, ' General 

Green, I deliver the prisoner over to your charge, and shall 

hold you responsible for his safe keeping.' "* This is the 

statement of General Green; but it appears, from a letter writ

ten by the president to him on the 1st of July, 1836, that he 

only requested him to point out a suitable officer to take charge 

of Santa Anna; and General Green named Captain Hubbell, 

in whose custody the prisoner was placed by the president.t 

* Mier E.Kpedition, Appendix IX., p. 486. 
t Rxtract from "El Correo Atlantico" of New Orlenns :-

" VELASCO, Ju.n.e 4 1 1836. 
"We arrived at Gnlveston on the 30th of Moy, nnd on the 2d of June were 

ordered to repair to this place, where we nrrived ou the same evening, on boor~ 
the •Ocean.' '\Ve found the place in great confusion in conseqttence of the cabi
net having sent Santa Anna on board of a vessel to send him home, for the pur• 
pose of having n treaty ratified which wae made by them. The people were 
opposed to his going, but hnd not an individual commission_ed to be their leader. 
On the morning of the 3d instant, I came forward as their leader, and formed 
my company equippecl for service, nod sent lo tbe cabinet to have ~im_ [Santa 
Anna) and his suite brought on shore. There was at first wme obJecbon, but 
th~y at lnst complied, nod I now hove him nnd suite in my charge. Ile was 
cleliverecl over to me to-night, and I am at this lime on duty with a strong guard 
under my command. General Cos, and four or fiN hundred Mexicans, tn'e still 
on Galveston island ns prisoners. "H. A.. IlUBBELI." 

u ExECUTlVK DLPARTM&.NT1 VELASCO, July 1, 1830. 

"To .Brigadier-General Thomas J. G'Teen:-
" Sm: I enclose you n copy of a letter found in • El Correo Atlant·ico,' and 

published originally in the 'New Orleans Bulletin.' 
"This redoubtable 'leader' is, I presume, the same you introdnced to me aa A 

SANTA .ANNA NOT RELEASED-GENERAL .AUSTIN. 

On the 9th of June, Santa Auna sent in his protest against 

the conduct of Texas in breaking the treaty, partict1lnrly in 

respect to bis debarkation and rcconfincment. On the follow
ing day the protest was answorcd by President Burnet, who, 

in reference to the last particular, was bound in truth to make 

the humiliating confession that Texas had not complied with 

that portion of tho treaty, but was provented by " the influence 

of a highly-excited popular indignation." The facts were all 

known to Santa Anna: the Texan government was powerless, 

and he saw it.* 

The interest felt for Texas by tlle people of the United 
States, and the material aid by them furnished, were greatly 

increased through the influence of the distinguishecvagents sent 
there. General Austin was particularly successful; his long 

services in Texas, and his known truthfulness and simplicity 

of character, gave great weight to what he said. Though not 

an orator, he spoke with clearness and judgment, and enforced 

his positions with facts that were irresistible. His address at 

Louisville, which was widely published, presented the claims 

of Texas upon the civilized world for sympathy and aid in such 

manner as to bring her both.t "Austin is doing wonders 

among us for his countt·y ," says a sensible writer of Virginia; 
"he is a Franklin in patience and prudence."+ 

The changed condition of affairs, however, required other 

c01,fakntial officer, to whom the cnstody of the prisoners might be committed 
with perfect @afety. If be had then been known as the author of the letter en
closed (in which it is difficult to determine whether impudence or falsehood 
predominate&~ be certainly would never have borne a commission in lbe service 
of Texa~ with the npp1·obation of this government, You will please to signify 
this to Captain Hubbell, wl1oso speedy resignation would be very cheerfully 
accepted, and would save me the trouble of a more peremptory suggestion. 

"Your obedient servant; D,1.,•ro G. Bua...-ET.'' 
* President Burnet's Address, No. 5. 
t Aust.in's Address, March 'I, 1836. Holly's Texas, p. 258. 
t Letter of A. M'Call, May 24, 1836. 
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agents, with power to act upon dilfereut matters. The excite

ment of" the 21st of April had scarcely abated on the battle

field before the desire for annexation to the United States 
' arose in every bosom ; and as the victory gave rise to hope, so 

was the desire strengthened. In accordance with this univer

sal wish, James Collingsworth and Peter W. Grayson were, 

on the 30th of May, appointed by President Burnet commis

sione1·s to proceed to the city of Washington, and obtain access 

to the executive of tho American government, presenting them

selves as duly empowered to ask tho friendly mediation of that 

power in procuring the recognition by Mexico of the indepen

dence of Texas, and to use their best efforts in obtaining a like 
recognition on the part of the United States. They were also 

instructed to state that, in the opinion of the Texan govern

ment, the annexation of their republic to the American Union, 
as a member of that confederacy, would be highly acceptable 
to the people of the former. And, should the auti10ritics at 

Washington city appear to listen kindly to those matters, in

quiries might be made as to the terms on which they would 

accept Texas. At tho same time the commissioners were to 

point out what the latter would consider indispensable condi

tions: 1. Iler laws then in force should be respected and held 

valid. 2. All bona-fide land-titles to be held sacred, and all 

entitled to lands to receive them. 3. Slave-property to be re
spected. 4. Texans owing debts contracted previous to their 

immigration, to have a specified time for the payment thereof. 

5. Liberal appropriations of land to be made for educational 

purposes. 6. All forfeitures and confiscations to remain as 
found by annexation. 

It appears that, immediately after the treaty of Velasco was 

known at Washington city, there was in the American Con

gress a general feeling in favor of the acknowledgment of Texan 
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independence, and also to have the republic annoxed to the 

Union. General Austin, writing from ~ew Orleans, on the 

16th of June, 183G, says: "I shall do all I can to procure the 

annexation of Texas to the United States, on just and fair 

principles .... . Tho first step is, a recognition of our inde

pendence; that done, the way is clear and open. If official 
reports in manuscript of all the principal facts in regard to the 

political and military state of things in Texas had been sent 

by the executiYe goYCi;nment of Texas to their agents at Wash

ington, I could now haYo had the recognition of our indepen

dence to take home. Nothing but the want of such oJjicial 
documents was wanted when I left Washington.* I believe 

that a report from you, signed by yourself, wQuld have been 

fully sufficient. Thero were no accounts of the battle of San 
Jacinto, except those in the newspapers." 

The new commissioners set out on their journey to the Uni

ted States. The Texan army, having followed the retreating 
enemy as far as Goliad, collected the bones of those who had 

been massacred, and buried them with military honors. They 

then returned to Victoria. General Houston arrived at New 

Orleans on the 22d of May, and remained until his wound was 

sufficiently recovcred,"t when ho returned to Texas by way of 

San Augustine, which point he reached on the 5th of July. 

Various speculations were had in Texas as to the value of 

Santa Anna, and the effect of his detention on the Mexican 

nation. One thing, howe,er, was beginning to be tolerably 

* General Austin left Wn,;hington city on the 2.J.Lh of May. -Austin to Hous
ton, Ju,ie 16, 1836. General Austin concludes bis letter thbs: "I am of opinion 
that onr independence will be ncknowl«lged, nod thnt Texas will be admitted 
into these United States, if they nre regularly asked for." 

t Ilouston to Lnmnr, dated New Orfoan~, June 4, 1836: "My wound hns im• 
proved. Some tw~nty or more pieces of bone hnve been taken out of it. M1 
general henlU, seems tp improve slowly. IL is only within the last four or five 
days that I have been enabled to sit up any portion of foe day." 

VOL. II.-12 
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clear-that tho longer he was kept, the less would be his 
value to Texas; so that even thoso who were willing to violate 
a solemn treaty, began to wish him disposed of. At home, he 
was but the licad of the central party. The federalists, his 
opponents, the most enlightened portion of the Mexicans, de
sired anything rather than his return. In his absence, they 
were every day gaining power. The president pro tempore, 
Jose J. Corro, made known the captivity of Santa Anna by a 
proclamation to tho nation. Ile declarcu. that the national 
grief was immense, but it would not bo usele::s; that, for tho 
liberty of the president, and for the honor of tho nation, the 
government would raise all possible resources. Unabated 
efforts were made to raise another army. The pro-tempore 
government was in favor of continuing Filisola in the chief 
command, but the officers clamored for his removal, and the 
appointment of Urrea. At length, tho latter received tho com
mand, and made his headquarters at Matamoras. It was un
derstood that troops were to be sent by water to land some
where on the coast of Texas, and that others wore to come by 
land to concentrate at Matamoras. Accordingly, about the 
middle of July, four thousand troops under General Urrea, 
with General Andrade as second in command, bad assembled 
at that town. But they wore in a condition so wretched as in 
every way to render them unfit to march. Most of them were 
without discipline, aud dc:;titute of clothing or provisions. In 
addition to this, sel"ious domestic troubles were about to begin 
in the nation. The centralists were trembling on the seat of 
power ; some or' the states had already proclaimed in fa-rnr of 
federalism, and others were on t.he point of doing so; and thus 
the invasion of ',l.'cxas was postponed. 

To add to the confusion in Mexico, there appeared, about 
this time, in the capital, a pamphlet, entitled "The Trial of 
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Santa Anna." It was written with spirit, and arraigned him 
before the bar of public opinion, setting forth with trnthful 
detail his political career. Tho following may bo gi,,cn as a 
specimen: "Don Antonio, like Icarus, in attempting to soar 
too high, was precipitated into the abyss below. We would 
:;sk, who is this protector of religion? A man loaded with 
vice in all its forms. The particular attribute of religion is 
charity; it knows not how to cause evil or pain to any one. 
Neverthclei::q, Don Antonio has shown himself vicious by in
stinct! He rose successively against Iturbide, Victoria, Bus
tamente, anu Gomez Farias: no commotion occurred in which 
he did not take an active part. His aim was always disorder, 
and for no other purpose than tho satisfaction of disturbing the 
public tranquillity. We lmvo soon him at one time for the 
Yorkists, and at another for tho Scotch .... The pretensions 
of this monster have caused the death of many citizens at Vera 
Cruz, Tolome, Oajaca, El Pal mar, Puebla, Posados, Casa Blanca, 
Otumba, Queretaro, Guanajuato, Sau Luis, Los Carmelos, Za
catecas, &c. At tho time of the presumptuous campaign of 
Tampico, he put to death, without any cause, a numbc1· of 
Mexicans; and now, in Texas, ho has given cause to horrible 
reprisals by his inhuman conuuct. If it were possible to pile 
one upon the other the bodies of the dead, whoso untimely 
end has been promoted by General Santa Anna, they would 
doubtless form a mountain higher than that of Popocatepetl ! 
- and we would say to his flatterers, 'Behold a monument 
erected to lmmanity and the protector of religion,!'" 

The very fact that such a pamphlet had a wide circulation 
in Mexico, or that it was permitted to circulate at all, was ~,·i
idence of the dictator's declining power. The Texans, how
ever, were preparing to meet the invading force under Urrea. 
That the enemy were in earnest about a second inmsion, there 
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can be no doubt. .A.nd, to tbis end, they endeavored to keep 

the 'l'exans from obtaining any information of their doings at 

Matamoras. The commissioners who proceeded there under 

the treaty were arrested and detained until it was too late for 

the Texans to prepare for defence. General Rusk, however, 

was advised of the threatened danger, and issued an order, 
announcing the advance of the enemy, calling in those absent 

on furlough, and ordering drafts to headquarters.* Again, on 

the 27th of J unc, he issued a stirring address to the people of 

Texas, summoning them to the field. 
It was on tho 29th of May that General Rusk ordered Major 

Isaac W. Burton, commanding a company of mounted rangers, 

to scour the coast from the Guadalupe to Refugio. The com

pany consisted of but twenty men, though well mounted and 
armed. On the 2d of June, they received news of a suspicious 

vessel in the bay of Copa.no. By the break of day the next 

morning they were in ambush on the beach, and at eight 

o'clock a signal was made for the vessel to send its boat 

ashore, which was promptly answered, and five of the enemy 

landed from the boat. These wero made prisoners, and the 

boat manned by sixteen of Burton's rangers, who took the 
vessel-the" Watchman"-loaded with provisions expressly 

for the Mexican army. The vessel was ordered round to V ~

lasco, but, being detained by contrary winds till the 17th of 

June, the "Camanche" and the" Fanny Butler," also freighted 

with provisions for the enemy, anchored o:ff the bar. The cap

tain of the " Watchman" was made to decoy the commanders 

of the other vessels on board his own, when they also were 

captured, and all three, with their valuable freights, sent into 

the port of Velasco a11d condemned. From these bold achieve

ments, Major Burton and his rangers were known as the horse-

* Order from Victoria, June 17, 1836. 
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marines. The freight, worth some twenty-five thousand dol

lars, was of great ser.ice in supporting the Texan army.* 

Thus passed away the month of June, with little else of a 

public character to be noted. The Texans, fully persuaded 

that there would be a renewal of the war, were prepared for 

it. The enemy essayed, indeed, to recommence it; but, for 

want of union, means, and, above all, a head, they failed to 

advance. 
General Austin returned to Texas in the first days of July, 

and visited Santa Anna in Columbia (whither the latter had 

been taken). The prisoner now made another effort toward 

an ndjustment of the difficulties between the two countries. 

He proposed to Austin the friendly mediation of the govern

ment of the United States,t nnd, with that view, addressed a 
Jetter to President J ackson.:j: In this communication, after 

giving a pretty correct sketch of recent events, he stated that 

the home government of Mexico, not understanding matters, 

had displaced Filisola, antl appointed Urrea to the command 

of the army, who had advanced, as was understood, as far as 

the Kueces, which had increased the excitement of the public 
mind in Texas, and the chance of further bloodshed, unless 

Fome powerful hand would interpose and cause the voice of 

reason to be heard ; that in his opinion Jackson was the only 

. man who could do good to humanity by acting as mediator in 

having the treaties carried out. Ile accordingly called upon 
him to act as such. At the same time be wrote a letter to 

Urrea, and gave it as his opinion that the war should at once 

cease, and that the existing differences should be sottled by 

diplomacy; that Urrea should halt at some convenient place, 

* "Telegraph," August 2, 1836. 
t BurncL to Collingsworth and Groyson, July 8, 1886. 

t Santa Au11n lo Jnckson, July 4, 188G. 
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and proceed no farther; " and then," continued Ranta Anna, 
"I ha.,e not the least doubt that so soon as you officially say 
to the Texan commander that, ' so soon as my person will be 
in absolute liberty to join you, then you will retreat beyond the 
Rio Grande, and cease hostilities,' I shall effect my departure 
to join you, and proceed on my way to tbe capital." Ile fur
ther stated to Urrea that he need not regard the orders sent 
from Mexico ; for that, as soon as ho received his liberty and 
reached the capital, ho would hold him har111less. This was 
an ingenious thought, and seemed to carry wilh it some idea 
of sincerity. 

.A.t the same time, General Austin wrote to General Houston, 
stating that it was very desirable that General Gaines sl1ould 
establish his headquarters at Nacogdoches, and recommended 
Houston to use his influence for effecting that object. "And," 
continued he, "if he would visit this place, and give the people 
assurances of the good faith of Santa Anna" -that is, if he 
was satisfied of the fact after seeing him-he (General Austin) 
thought it would have a decided influence in paving the way 
to end the war.* 

General llouston received this letter at Rublett's, on the 
25th of July, and referred it to General Gaines, merely adding 
that such a step would save Texas. The letter from Santa 
Anna to President Jackson was transmitted through General 
Gaines; and, in order that the Texan agents at Washington 
city might be properly advised, copies of the public ancl secret 
treaty were sent to them. They were also put in posses:;ion 
of the movements of the Indians; and General Gaines was like
wise fully adYised of their employment by the :Mexicans as 
auxiliaries in the war. t General Houston again addressed 

* Austin to Houston, July 4, 1836. 
t Burnet to Collingeworlh and Grnyeon, July 8, 1836. 
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General Gaines on the 13th of July, enclosing tho Jtatements 
of p, J. Menard and )1iguel Cortimas, in relation to the hos-. 
tile mo Yemen ts of the Indians. 

In the meantime, General Gaines, induced by these threat
ened hostilities, made a second requisition upon the southwest
ern ~t;tes for YOlUJ1teers. The enemy at :Matamoras had made 
three attempts to a<lYance upon Texas, but, for some cause, 
}ia<l as often failed . The failure was said to haYe been occa
sioned by desertions. It is probable that the letter of Santa 
Anna to Urrea had some effect upon these operations. Urrea 
<lured not obey any order coming from him; yet he did not 
know how soon Santa Anna might regain power, and he was 
:lfraid to disoblige him. 

The Texan army, now gwwn to twenty-throe hundred strong, 
was likely to get into great confusion. Ila.Ying at that time 
but little to do, each one was engaged in his own projects. 
General llouston, yet at Nacogcloches, could only give his 
ad,ice by letter. Gene1·al Rusk doubtless did what he could 
to preserve order; hut there were too many who 'I\ ished the 
command. An eye-witness says, '' There we1·c Yery few above 
the rank of e:lptain who did not aspire to be eommander-in
chicf !" To a.cld to the confusiou, the executive and cabinet, 
about the first of July, appointed Colonel )Iirabe:lu ll. Lamar 
major-general of the army. Ile reached headquarters on the 
14th of that month. The account of his reception we give 
from General Felix Huston, who hacl :;hortly before arrived 
with a. considerable force: -

" I arrived at the army on the 4th of July. I had no ac
quaintance with General Rusk, or any of the officers, except 
Adjutant-General Smith, Colonel :Millard, and Captains :Mill
roy and ·Wiggington, all of whom I had known but a day or 
two. I mention this to show that I was detached from the 
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intrigues of the ar~y, CYcn were I capa.blo of entering into tho 
di~graccful contests for office, which a.re so often the bano of 
order and discipline. 

,, .i fow hours after my arrival I was waited on Ly an officer, 
who requested mo to act as chairman of a meeting of of11ccrs, 
couvencd for the purpose of determining 011 tho reception of 
General La.mar. I accepted the appointment. At the meet
ing many suggestic,11s were made, and I obtained much infot·
mation that was new to me. All prcecnt appeared to cislimatc 
General Lamar highly, but were disposed to reject him as com
mander-in-chief, upon the grounds that the cabinet had no right 
to !:upcr~cdc Ccncral Sam llouston, and because they would 
not con:-cnt to the destruction of General Rusk, which they 
deemed to be the ohjcct of the cabinet in making the appoint
ment. Seeing the dispo~ition of the officer~, and hn.Ying a high 
opinion of General Lamar from character, I suggested the pro
priety of appointing a committee to draft rc,olutions, as re
spectful as possible to him. The suggestion was adopted, and 
I wa::: added to the committee. When the committee met. I 
exerted my influence to have the resolutions so drawn, that 
General Lamar's feelings should not be wounded; that ho 
should sec that the objections to his appointment were not per
sonal to him, but that, on tho contrary, all the officers esteemed 
him highly. 'l'he committee adopted my plan .... General 
Rusk had no connection whatever with the meeting or resolu
tions.* 

* "R•Aofred, That this meclit,g highly appreciate lhc gallnntry and worth of 
<:•neral Lornnr, and will l.,c nt all time• ready to receive him with lhe cordiality 
an,! r,•tprot due to his personal on,! military acquiremente-

"Reaol,~d, That Colonel B. }'. Smith and Colonel H. Millard be app<>inkd a 
o,,m111ilt.ec lo wait on Genernl Lamar, and tender him the respects of thi, meeL
in!!. and iuform hion thnt, there being some qt11!$lion of the propriety of hi• 111-.. 
poi11L111ent liy the prc,i,l~ul ns rnnjor-ge1wrnl of the Texan nr111y, hy which he it 
directed Lo oMmne the ~hie{ comm~nd of the army, he is reqne&teJ by the offi• 
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'· "'hen I ascertained tliat General Lamar wa~ approaching 
the camp, I sent two officers to wait on ltim with tho resolu
tions. Previous to their 8tarti.ug, Genernl Rusk had ordered 
the u.ual ~alutcs to he fired for hi-- reception. On their return
ing and informing me that General Lamar accc\fod to tho prop
o~ition, I countcrmanucd the order for firing the i:alutcs, with
out consulting General Rusk. When General Lamar arrived 
in camp, he was co1·diaIIy recei\·cd ; and I hoped he would 
consult with tho officers, and that the matter might be amica
bly settled: but I soon undcr:;tood that he determined to la.y 
the sulucct of his reception before the whole army, and take 
their ,·otc. Accordingly, at his request, the army were paraded 
in tho evening Ly General Rusk. After the square was formed, 
General Ru~k prcscntc1l him to the army in almost lhesc words: 
'Fcllow-:,oldicrs, I ham the honor to present to you :Mojor
Gencrul Lamar, appointed by the cabinet.' General Lamar 
then addressed the army, and recounted his deed:; in a glow
ing form. He . tutcd that he had fought in the ranks, &c. ; 
that ho was about returning to the United Statci:, when the 
late news of tho roturuiug enemy-the ~fcxicans-rcachcd 
hint; that he immedintcly determined to return to the army, 
when the cabinet, un,:olicitcd by him, had conferred on him the 
ofiice of commander-in-chief; that, on his arrival in camp, ho 
had learned that there were some oLjcctions, Ly some of the 
army, to lti:s appointment; that he wa!' not ambitious of the 
office-he di<l not desire to wear tinsel on his shoulders; that 
the Yoicc of man mn<lc general!", but God made heroci-, &c. 
Aini he repeatedly stntcd that if his appointment was not nc
ccptaLlc to the army, he would cheerfully go into the ranks 

"'-'111 1•re1e11t not lo net in his official capacity of major-genernl until the eub
ject 111ny be mor~ maturely comidered by the meeting of the offictl'I of the army.~ 
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and fight by their sides, and lead the van to victory, guided 

by tho flash of l1is sword. 
"From some remarks made by General Lamar, General 

Green appeared to think that some allusion was made to him! 
and he addressed the army in a short manner, stating that he 

thought that General Sam Houston was the proper commandcr

in-chief; and ho said something about the impropriety of the 

cabinet making the appointment over tho head of General Rusk, 

who bad the confidence of the army and the people. General 
Lamar replied, in au excited manner, that he did not disclaim 

the desire of being commander-in-chief; and made some re

marks about some letters of General Rusk to the cabinet, re

questing a major-general to be appointed. 
".A.fter General Lamar concluded, General Rusk addressed 

the meeting, and complained that, when the army was reduced 

to three or four hundred men, when it was dispirited by the 

loathsome office of gallantiug a defeated enemy from the coun

try, &c., he had written to the president, adYising the appoint

ment of a major-general, that tho army should he increased, as 

the Mexicans were retiring, induced by their pay, and that the 

war was not at au end, &c. Ho said that his expectation then 

was, to Yisit his family, and attend to his priYato affairs; but 

that when the enemy were expected to retum in force, when , . 
the army was increasing rapidly, and when it would be dis-

graceful for him to abandon his post, his letters, written under 

different-circumstances, were used as the pretext for making 

the appointment, &c. 
".After these speeches, there were a great many calls by the 

troops- a few 'Lamar!' a number 'Rusk!' and a great num

ber , Houston!' Some fow called out particularly for me. I 

advanced, and stated that I was aware that the great mass of 

the calls for 'Houston' were intended for Sam Houston, tlH• 
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true ' cornmaudor-in-chief ;' that I had no pretensions to tho 

command, and, in a jocund manner, obsonod that the only 

gauntlet thrown which I would take up was the remark of ooo 

of the generals, that he would lead tho van-that, so long as 

my name was Felix lluston, I would lead the van. 

"Thus ended the speeches. After a little delay and some 

confusion, I applied to General Lamar, and asked him how be 

would haYe the question put; and told him I would put it to 

the army as he desired. Ile then stated the question, ' Were 
the army willing to receiYe him as commander-in-chief?' I 

orclcretl silence, and stationed two officers for the voters to 

form on, and put the question in these words: 'Those who 
are in favor of receiving General Lamar as commander-in-chief 

of the army, will form on l\Iajor Ward, stationed on my right; 

and those opposed to receiving General Lamar as commander

in-chief of the army, will form on Colonel Morehouse, stationed 
on my left.' When I stated the question, Majo1· llandy, acting 
as aide to General Lamar, observed that he did not think the 

question was stated as General Lamar desired. J requested 

him to see General Lamar. Ile did so, and said that I was 

right. At that time another gentleman rode up, and said to 

me that General Lamar did not know· whether it was under

stood in his speech that he would only hold the appointment 

temporarily, until the arrfral of General Sam Houston and 
• ' 

wished I would so state, which I did, turning to the different 

parts of the army, repeating his request, and the question and 
asking if they all understood me. I then gave the wo:·d

' Marclt !' The tellers whom I had appointed reported one 
hundred and seventy-nine votes for General Lamar· and as 

, ' 
there appeared about fifteen hundred votes ao-aiust him I stated 
• 0 ' 
it was not worth while to count them. 

"On the next day I was informed Lamar intended to insist 
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on the command. I waited on him, in compa11y with General 
Green. In the course of the conYcrsation, General Lamar 

statecl that General Sam llouston, by leaving Texas, had for
feiteu his station as commander-in-chief. General Green state<! 
that he understood that he was absent on a furlough for tb~·ec 
months. General Lamar said he was not aware of such bemg 
the case; and if so, be would have known it, as he was secre
tary of war when General Sam Houston left. During the n~xt 
day I understood that General Lamar bad commenced actmg 
as commander-in-chief, and had signed a furlough under that 
title. The camp was in great agitation: many persons com-

d l • ·t I ~elt great uneasiness, and expressed a mencc caving 1 • 1' 

fear that serious difficulties might take place. 'fhis state of 

affairs lasted till General Lamar had a nieeting of the office~ 
called. He addressed them, and I understood him to refer it 
to them whether he should resign or not. After a pau_se, _and 

some remarks of General Green and Major Miller, he s1gmfied 

his intention to retire. On the next day he left the army." 
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CHAPTER VII. 

AT this period, the credit of Texas was in low repute. By 
some, her bad credit was attributed to her agents; by others: 
to different causes. It is probable that the chief cause of her 
want of credit, next to her poverty, was the appointment of 
the Messrs. Toby and brothers as principal agents, in lieu of 
others who perhaps had been more faithful. This appointment, 
too, was made after they had failed in New Orleans for a con
siderable amouut. It is due to the government to say that 
it was not apprizcd of the failure:x- Texas had a large army 
to support, a growing navy, and also a ch-il list, and an empty 
treasury. The practice of iniprcssment had grown so burden
some, that it had exhausted itself. The people had raised 
scarcely any crops, and they bad but little property: hence it 
became necessary, either to stop the impressments, or ruin the 
citizens. The former course was taken by President Burnet, 

in his proclamation of the 14th of July, 1836, and also by an 
order of General Ilouston. 

As the enemy did not adrnnce, and the Texans had a con
siderable force-able to defeat five times their number at 
home-it was proposed to attack Matamoras. Detachments 
were accordingly sent out to Bexar and the Nueces, and efforts 
were made to procure vessels to transport troops, munitions, 

* Letter of Snmuel Ellis, July 5, 1836. 
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and provisions, by water, to Brasos SanLiago, to co-operate 

with the force proceeding by land. The better to commence 

this enterprise, the army advanced to the Coleta. 

General Ilouston, being advised of lhis contemplated expe

dition, opposed it for the reasons that, without an efficient 

nary and more ample means, an invading army could not sus

tain itself in Mexico; and, what was more important to the 
good faith of Texas, General Santa Anna had invoked the me

diation of the United States, and the Texan authorities had 

concurred in laying the matter before President Jackson.* 
After the unpleasant affair in relation to the commandancy

in-chief, many of the tL·oops retired from the service; so that, 
by the 2d of August, the number was reduced from twenty

three to thirteen hundred mcu.t In this state of affairs, for 
want of means, the co-operation of the cabinet, as also of the 

navy, the descent on :Matamoras was abandoned. It is proba

ble that the army was not in possession of the fact of the pro

posed mediation of the United States, or it would have con

curred more fully with the cabinet. General Houston, who 

was still at Nacogdoches, and as yet unable to perform actire 

scrYice, was loudly called for by the army. Numerous letters 

and petitions were sent to him by officers and men, desiring 

his presence. It is not improbable, however that his services 

where he was were very useful to Texas. Being in full pos

session of the knowledge of passing events, be transmitted it, 

with his views, not only to the army, but to General Gaines. 

* Edmund P. Gnines to Sam Houston, Augmt 12, 1836. General Gaines &Ays: 

"Youl· view 8, urging the proprieLy of concentration within supporting distance 
of the settled parts of 'l'exas, and pointing out the inevitable and wor$e than 
useless risk of operations npoo Metnmorns, or npon any other part of your west
ern frontier, without n superiority of nnvnl force, evince an extent ttnd a justnesa 
of reflection, comprehension, forecast, and militury mind, which, if sustained, can 
not but insure triumph-complete triumph-to Uie cau,e of Texas." 

t Letter of General Felix Huston, Augmt 2, 1836. 
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To carry out more effectually the provision contained in the 

thirty-third article of the treaty between the United States anu 

l\Iexico, General Gaines sent a detachment of American regu

lar troops, under the command of Colonel Whit-il1e1·, to take 

post near the town of Nacogdoches. This had the effect to 
overawe the surrounding tribes of Indians (the most of whom 

were immigrants from the United States), and left the people 

of eastern Texas free to meet the threatened invasion Ly the 
Mexicans. • 

In the meantime, and upon receipt of official news of what 
had occurred in Texas, the Congress of the United States had 

taken up the question of the acknowledgment of the inuepeu

dcnce of the new rcpulllic. President Jackson had despatched 

Ilenry M. MorfiL to Tcxae, to ascertain and report upon her 

military, civil, and political condition}:• After some discus

sion in the house of representatives, it was resolved by a. large 

majority that the independence of Texas ought to Le acknowl

edged by the United States, whene,·er satisfactory information 

should be recefred that it had in successful operation a civil 

goverument capable of performing the duties and fulfilling the 

obligations of an independent power.t That body likewise 

approved the step taken by the president to acquire that infor
mation. 

By the middle of August, the Texan army had again in

creased to its former strength. Brigadier-General Felix Rus

ton occupjed San Patricio, on the Nueces, with five hundred 

mounted men. 'l'wo companies, also mounted, were at Bexar, 

rather to protect that place from the incnrsions of the lndian:i 
than against the ?ifexicans. The remainder of the army, under 

* M~ssngc of l'resident Jackson, December 21, 183G. See .Morfit's Iieport~, 
Executive Document No. 35, Twenty-fourlh Coogr06t', aecond session. 

t Passed on I.he 4th of July, 1886, by a vote of one hundred nod twenty-eight 
~~w~ • 
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General Rusk, was ou the Coleta, about fifteen miles cast of 

Goliad. The Texan navy consisted of the Invincible, carrying 

eight port-guns and one pivot nine-pounder; tho Brut_us, of 

like force ; the Independence, of eight guns; and tho Liberty, 

of three guns, undergoing repairs. 
Santa Anna was removed to Columbia, and thence, about 

the first of August, to Oi-azimba, on the Brasos, about forty-

• five miles from V clasco::; This removal was made to prcv~nt 

his rescue, as, but a short time before, an attempt of that kmtl 
had been made by the Mexican consul at-New Orleans, throu~h 

the instrumentality of Bartholomew Pages. The Texans still 
retained about fifty officers and five hundred 1)rivates of the 

enemy as prisoners in and about Galveston island, t~c supp~rt 

of whom was a heavy burden upon the young republic. W1th 

tho small naval force on hand, tho ports of Matamoras and 

Brasos Santiago wore blockaded, and tho enemy annoyed and 

overawed. Thus, upon the whole, tho affairs of Texas were 
• and further to brighten her hopes, the season was prospermg ; , . 

most propitious to the planter, so that, under all the cucum-

stances, good crops were produced in tho~c parts of the coun-

try not pi·evi9usly overrun. . . 
On the 23d of July, President Burnet issued h1s proclama-

tion for the election of president and vice-president, and for 

representatives to the first Congress of Tex~s, unde1: th~ new 
constitution ; also to decide upon the adopt10n or reJection of 
that constitution; and likewise upon the question o_f annexa

tion to the United States. Tho election was ordered to tran

spire on the first :Mondity of the following September, and the 

UC\\' government to meet for installation at the town of Colum

bia, on tho first Monclay in October. For the high office of 

president, two clistinguished names had been a_nnounced : Ste-

* Morfit to Forsyth, August 13, 1886, 
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phen F . .Austin, a man endeared to the counb'y by years of toil, 
privation, and faithful service; and Henry Smith, the former 

governor of revolutionary Texas. On tho 20th of August, Sam 

Ilouston was nominated by more than six hundred persons at 
Columbia ;-:.- also by a large meeting at San Augustine, on the 

15th of August; and by other assemblages in various parts of 

the republic.t The public wish on that point was so manifest, 

that he had no alternative but to accept. Ilis reasons for so 

doing are gfren by himself: "After the capture of Santa Anna," 

says hc,t "I was compelled to go to New Orleans, in the month 
of lfay, for sm·gical as well as medical aid. On my arrival, I 

met a number of Texans there, and they requested me to be

come a candidate for the presidency. This I positi..-cly refused 

to do. From that time up to within fourteen <lays of the elec

tion, I refused to let my name be used, nor would I, if elected, 

consent to scr,e in the office. General Austin and Go\·crnor 

Smith were the candidates, and with these gentlemen my rela

tions were most kind. It was not a desire to obtain the office 

of president which ultimately caused me to let my name be 

used; but, there were two parties in Texas, which were known 

as the 'Austin' and 'Wharton' parties. I intend no disparage
ment to either of the distinguished gentlemen or either of their 

friends, but it is necessary thus to describe the condition of the 

political clements tl1en in Texas. GoYernor Smith was the 

ostensible head of the '1\Tharton' party. So far as I could 

judge, tho parties were pretty equally balanced. In this pos

ture of affairs, I was firmly impressed with a Lelief that, if 

eithc1· of the gentlemen should be elected, it would be next to 
impossible to organize and sustain a government; as, whoever 

he might be, he would be compelled to fill all the offices with 

* "Telegraph," August 23, 1836. t lb., August 30, 1836, 
t Letter to Guy :II. Brynn, N ovem\,er 15, 1852, 

YOL. II.-13 
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his O\\ n friends, ancl thusc of oppo,ito foeling3 would, of course, 

oppo:;c the :.i.dmini:;Lration, which, in the then condition of the 

country, could only l,e sm;taiued by the united eff0rts or the 

community. ~ot being iclcntificu with either of the parties, 

I l1clieved 1 would llo enabled so to consolidate the influence 

of hoth, by hnrmonizing them, as to form an adruinbtration 

which would triumph over all the difficulties attendant upon 

tho oul.3ct of the constitutional go,i:rnment of Texas." 

It will be rcmemhcrcd that, at that time, the majority of the 

people of 'rexas was composed of immigro.nt:i from different 

portions of tho civilized world; and that :;he l1ad in her midst 

,cry many enterprising adventurer:;, who:,e amhitiou:; preten

sion:, were not chcckeu hy that local patriotism which rc:,trains 

such person:; in countries long settled. The a.nny was propor• 

tionably largo, antl tho most of its members had come to reap 

fame and di tiuction. The clemenu:, though calm, were not 

cohesin). A -.iugle bpark would inflame the entire body. 

llenco the organization of the new go,·ermuent would require 

a. pali,wrw,, who wa.-, ernr watchful, at the helm. 1.'he elec

tion re:;ulted in the choice of ~.\)f !Iou::;TO~ as president by a 

large majority, and :Mm.\BEAU B. LAMAR was elected vicc

president. The constitutiuu was abo ndopteu, and the vote 

for annexation was uearly uuanimou,;. 
It is proper to 3tat1) here a movement in the army, con,e-

quent upou the attempt of Pngci:1 to re:;cue ~anta Anna. It 

wa:; the wi,;h of many, and wai:1 generally reported, that, by a 

vote of that hotly, it was n'.!~olrn1l to conduct the capli\'e to 

headquarter~, and place him before a court-martial. General 

!Iou!"ton, then at Aes Bayou, bein;; informed of these alle!!CU 

proceedings, despatched hi:; protest aga.im;t them.* Ile pro-

* l'rot<.-st of July 213, 1S3tl. lo rega1·d to tlm prote t, Guuernl Gaines aaya: 

•·No iuconeidi;ri.l.,l~ portiou of your fame, Tesultlng from )otlr late c:1mpai;n, 
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tcst"d against it, l,ccau.--c all the adrnut.:igcs accruing to Texas 

by his capture would thu,; Lo destroyed ; because Texas was 

bouud by C\'ery rule of morality and humanity to abstain from 

eYery act of pas:.ion or inconsiderateness, so unproductiYe of 

positiYC good; because it would endanger thc-lh·es of the Texan 

prisoners then in l\Io.x:ico, a.u<l it ,1 ould compromit the safety 

of the North Americans resident in that republic; because 

Texas, to be respected, should be cousi<leratc, 11olitic, alHl just, 

in her actions, and Santa .Anna would Le of incalculalilo ser

vice to het· iu her .then p1:csent critiis; because, in cool blood, 

to offer up the livi1rg to the manes of the departed, only found 

examples in the religion antl wa1farc of :.arnges; and because, 

as the attention of tho United States was then called to tho 

pending ditfcrence.:i bet\\ con Texas and Mexico, to proceed at 

that time to extreme measures would be treating the .American 

government with great disrespect. The protest, reaching the 

the 11rent :ictory of Snn J~cinto, will be found in the mugMuiruity ullll ruornl 

cournge d1sl'loye,l l>y you ID prt,crving the lives of ,·our 1,.-j•nne .. an I 
et • II I 1· . , ~· • ., ' more 

pecia Y t 1e 1fe of Pru1dent Sauta .Anna, when token in connection w·th th 

great provocation give_n in his previous conduct 11t the Alamo au<l at (;oliaJ~ 

The government 11nd 1Dfnnt republic of Ten• will derive i111peri hahle fame 

fro~1 their an,l J0'.1r for~arance and h11'llnnity in thi• cRee. ,\Jl civilize,! and 

enlightened men, ID all ttmo aud geogropliical ,pace, will unite in filling tlui 

mea~ur~. of ~l~ry 1111,l honor Jue for euch mognt1nimity, f01 betu·once, 1111,1 hu

mamiy. - 0,m,,, to lfu,u/011 .. 111qu!l a 18"6 
On tho iame 1mhject Gene;nl J;ckso•; sayvs: "l tnke the J'b t f ff • • , c r y o o eriog a 

remark or 'two upo_u_ n report ..-hith is current l1ere, thllt Snnt11 Auna 13 to he 

L'.ought before a 1111htnry court, to be tried nod ahoL Xothiug now coul,I tu

:,..h the c_haracter of Texas more thnn such an act os thi.., Sound policy as w.11 

1 l'.uman1ty R~proved <>f the counsels which epnre,l him his Jifo. It g,nc pos

lCSS!on of Goliad au l tho Al1tmo 'l\"ithout Lloo,I, or the lo of '""' port.iou f 

vour ormy IJ'a • ·1i f -

0 

~r : 1 J'~l'S<m 1a eh o much consequence to you. He is the 1,ride 

the °)lexic~n 1101<1.'c~ and the fn.-or1te of the prieslhoo,I. While Joe ill in J our 

:,ver, the ,hfficult1~ of your enemy, in rnilling another arm~-. will continue to 

t?rcnt.. Tht> sol<hera of :llcxioo will 1101 "·illinglv mnr~h iuto 'l'exll!O, when 

t~ey know th1tt their ndvance may coat their faYori;e genercl hi• life. I.ct not 

his blood he shed l • • • f . • 1m ~u 1mpcr10U11 necesE1ly demands it as II retnlin.tion fo1· 

utnr.e lllex1can 1118'!5f1Cr~ Botfi wisdom nod hum·,uity enjoin this courae in 

rtl.tuou to :::lanl.A Annn."-Juckso" to JI.>u,to,~ Srpttr11btr 4, I 536. 
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army, was sent to Columbia. A captain with his command 

had. ju!'t before it-: arrival, gone, as was said, after the pris

oner, to bring him to the army; and the protest only reached 

Captain Patton, who bad the captive in charge. in time to prc

,·ent his removal. Captain J. II. Sheppard, the bearer of the 

document, says the pleasant change of affairs filled Santa .Anna 

with joy, and he embraced him as one who had saved his life.* 

The Mexicans still :;lumhering in their quarters at )fatamo

ras. and endeavoring by a forced loan to raise means to carry 

on the war, the Texans began to turn their attention to more 

peacefnl concerns. Immigrants and land-buyers began to come 

in. Sew i;ettlcments and new towns aho began to :-pring up 

and gladden the wilderness. Among the latter was the town 

of I1011ston. The :Messrs. A. C. Allen an<l J. K. Allen, pro

prietorll, having laid off the place into lot;,, presented them for 

sale on the last of August, and, with an enterprise worthy of 

the future mart of a large portion of Texas, went to work in 

huilding a. saw-mill, hotel, &c., and in encouraging steamboats 

to make it a place of business. Exclusi\'e of her natural ad

Yantnges, Houston owes much to these early pioneers. 

Xor should we omit, in speaking of the progress of Texa0
, 

lo refer to her first permanent newspaper, "The Telegraph.'' 

It was commenced at San Felipe, about the 10th of October, 

1835; and remained there, issuing a number weekly, uutil the 

ad,nnee of the :Mexicans forced it to retreat to Ifarri:;burg. 

Thero it set up again, and issued a number on the 14th of 

April, 1836, wben it was borne down and its materials de

stroyed by the enemy. On the 2d of August following, it 

reappeared at Columbia. Since that time it has been regularly 

published. Texas bad no better or more useful friend during 

the dark period of her Re,olutiou. Ou the great points of 
I 

* Captain Sheppnrd'a N ot~a. 
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difference lictwecn the two countries, and the 1110Yemenls of 

armed parties, it spread light and information over the wholo 

country. By means of this potent le,·er, the government was 

greatly aided, and Texas made free. 

General Ilouston, after taking proper measures to conciliate 

the Indians, and sending a request to the chiefs to meet him 

at Robbin~'s forry, on the Trinity, on tho 26th of September, 

left Xncogdoches for Columbia. Ile arriYed at the latter place 

on the 9th of October, :mu found the first Texan Congress iu 

se~~ion. The message of President Burnet, which was deli\·

crcd oo the 4th, is an important state pape1·, and presented to 

the µeople's rcprescntatfres an animated account of his admin

istration, with suggestions for their future action. The report 

of the auditor exhibited an audited indebtedness of upward of 

a quarter of a million of dollars. If to this be ndded nearly a 

half-million due for supplies, over a. half-million pay due the 

anny and na,-y, and a hundred thousand dollars for the civil 

list, tho totul indebtedne:ss of Texa); at the meeting of tho first 

Congress was not for from a million and a. quarter of dollari!.* 

The population of tho young republic, at that time, did not 

perhaps exceed thirty thou:;and American::, and twenty-two 

thousand :Mexican:i, Indian , and negroes.t Thus we behold 

• :lforlit t.o Fortylh, <;ti t.imber 4, 1S36. 

t E!!tin,ated pol'nllltioo of T~:tu in Scpteu,l,er, 1sS6:-

Asot.0-A)IF.RICA?<, .........•...•..•..........•••.••.. 30,000 

Mr.xlOA'-S-at l:,1111 A11t.onio, 2,000; Xacogdodies, 800; La 
Bahi:i, 600; Yictoria, 120; 11nd :-110 Patricio, :m....... S,4i0 

h111As,;-W ncoe11, 400; Twowoknnies, 200; Ton knwns, 800; 

Coo!hatLics, :l50; .\l1Lbnmas, 250; Camanche1', 2,000; Cad

doe,, 600; Lil'nn,, 900; ,rn.,11 l,nnds, S00: to which ad,] 

th~ civilized tribes-Cherokee;,, Kiekapoos, Choctnw~, 

Ch1cklll'aWA, Potaw11tamje9, Delaware,, nn,l Shawneee-

,000 · · • • • • • • • · .......... , ... · . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14,200 

XEOIWES........................................... 6.000 

Aggregate ....................................... 62,!ii0 

Jlorfa to For1yth, .A11J1Ul 27, 1886. 
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a country, larger than most of the leading states in Enrope, 

more fertile than any of tbem, and with a most congenial cli

mate, so torn by the ravages of war, and trampled down by 

the iron heel of tyranny, that, for a century and a half after its 
first settlement by Eurupeans, it has made little or no progress. 

But a better fate awaits Texas. As yet, however, all was con

fusion ; the people had not become located, and tb? channels 

of tra,el and trade were not determined. Galveston island, 

since the departure of Lafitte, had been a sunny solitude. At 

the time of which we write, and for some months previous, the 

eastern end of the island was occupied by a hundred Texan 

troops, under the command of Colonel 1'ilargan, where they bad 

hastily thrown up a mud fort, and mounted a few pieces of 

artillery. They had charge of the Mexican prisoners, and the 

whole occupied some hundred tents and huts around the fort.* 

How changed t11e scene in eighteen years, when the freebooters 

of Christendom had gathered there under the great Lafitte, 

and were waging war by land upon the Carankawaes, and by 

sea against everybody! But Galveston was ambitious, and 

sent Mr. Millin to represent her interests in the first Cong1·ess. 

That body, however, could not find Galveston among the dis

tricts entitled to representation, nor could they nnd that it 

formed a portion of any particular county, and so Mr. Millin 

was dismissed.t 
Ou Ratnrday, the 22d of October, President Houston was 

duly installed into office, and delivered to the two houses in 

convention an inaugural address admirable alike in manner 
and matter. At the close of his address, he delivered to the 

speaker his sword, tbc emhlem of the military authority with 

which he had been clothed, and said: "It now becomes my 

* Morfit to For!yth, Augu~t 23, 1886. 
t House Journal, Finit Congress, p. 92. 
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duty to make a presentation of this sword, the emblem of my 

past office. I have worn it with some .humble pi·etensions in 

defence of my country; and should the danger of my country 
again call for my services, I expect to resume it, and respond 

to that call, if needful, with my blood and my life." .At the 

same time, Vice-President Lamar was sworn into office, and 

addressed the convention of the two houses in his usual happy 
manner.* 

It is not intended here to enter into a detail of the pro

ceedings of tho first Congress of Texas. Its duties in organi
zing the government were sufficiently arduous, and it is be

lieved the members performed them with a singleness of pur
pose rarely found in legislative bodies. The president was 

authorized to appoint his cabinet, and, in so doing, the office 

of secretary of state was given to Stephen F. Austin, and that 

of the treasury to IIenry Smith. The volunteers and forces in 

the army, and who had been in the service, were amply pro

vided for in lands and tho promise of pay. To raise funds for 

meeting the public wants, the president was authorized to con

tract a loan of five millions of dollars. The judiciary, a much
neglected branch of go.ornment, was fully organized, and judges 

were elected for tho supreme and subordinate courts. Previ

ous to this period there had been but one nisi prius common

law judge in Texas. This office ha.a' been created and filled 

by the government ad interim, by the appointment of Benjamin 
C. Franklin, who bad the honor of being the first judge in Texas 

with common-law and maritime jurisdiction. t ProYisions were 

also made for an increase of the navy ; for the protection of 

the frontier, by calling out rangers, erecting blockhouses, &c. ; 

alll() for defining and paying tbe civil list; al~o the establish-

* House Journnl, First Congres•, p. 64. 
t PresiilenL .Burnet's Messnge, Ootob~r 4, 1836. 
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meut of regulatio~s for the government of the army and navy; 
also for the reorganization of the army, and fixing the military 

establishment of the republic. These, with an organization of 

the postoffice de})artment, and the enactment of Yarious special 

and police laws, constituted the lallors of the first session of 
the first Congress; after which the two houses adjourned, to 

meet a(Yain on the first lfonday in May, 1837, at the new town 
0 

of Ilouston, to which place the seat of government had been 

removed by a law of tho session. 
The :\Icxican government, after receiving iutelligenee of the 

capture of Santa Anna and his treaty with Texas, notified the 

United States that his functions as president were suspended. 

President Jackson, therefore, on receipt of Santa Anna's letter, 

and iu answer thereto,* after expressing a .great desire for the 

restoration of peace between Mexico au<l. Texas, informed the 

dictator that tho go,ornmeut of tho United States had been 

notified of his suspension, and that good faith to Mexico for

bade him from taking any step in the matter; but if the latter 

power would signify its willingness to avail itself of the good 

offices of the united States, it would afford them great pleasure 

to devote their best services to it. 
But differences had arisen between the United States and 

Mexico, which prevented tho latter from asking any such favor. 

The former had large and long-standing unadjusted claims 

against the Mexican government, which ought to have been 

paid. On the 20th of July, 183G, the American minister at 

Mexico was directed to lay these claims anew before that go,

ernment, and, if no satisfactory answer was received within 

the space of tln·ee weeks, then to declare to the government 

that, unless those claims were adjusted without unnecessary 

delay, his further residence there would be useless. If the 

* Jncksoo to Snnta ADDO., September 4, 1836. 
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matter was still delayed, the minister was di1·ected to give tho 

gorernment two weeks' further time to make a satisfactory an

swer, before he asked for his passports. Mr. Ellis, in obedi

ence to his instructions, after presenting the claims, finally, on 

the 4th of November, gave the two weeks' notice; when, no 

satisfactory answer having lleen returned, he demanded and 
received his passports. 

On the part of ·Mexico, she had taken great offence at the 

occupation of Nacogdoches by the American troops. Goros

tiza, the Mexican minister at Washington, bad been favored 

with frequent conferences on the subject. Ile was referred to 

the thirty-third article of the treaty between the two powers, 

whereby each of them was bound, by all the means at its com

mand, to preserYo peace and harmony among the border tribes 
of Indians; and, the better to attain that object, lloth parties 

bound themselves expressly to restrain by force all hostilities 

and incursions on the part of the Indian nations li\-ing in their 

respective boundaries, so that the Indians on either side of the 

border should not be permitted to attack the Indians or citi
zens on the other side. Gornstiza was also informed that tho 

Indians west of the supposed boundary, and on the "neutral 

gro,ind," were assuming a warlike and dangerous attitude; 
that Mexico was not there with her forces to keep them quiet, 

nor had she the ability to do so, as her troops were driYcn by 

the Texans west of tho Rio Grando; and it became necessary 

that the United States should assume an admncod position, 
temporarily, and for her own defence. And the president far

ther stated that he seriously doubted the sufficiency of the 

causes assigned by General Gaines to justify the removal of 

troops to Nacogdoches.* Nevertheless, this did not suit the 

•policy of Mexico, as she desired to employ the Indians against 

* Pt·esident Jackson's Message, December 6, 1886. 
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Texas, and, while the American troops remained at Nacogdo

ches, she could not do so. On the other hand, the presence 

of those troops at N acogdoohes scoured tho eastern Texans 

against the savages, enabling them to leave their homes and 
go to the defence of their country. Gorostiza, therefore, ab

ruptly left his post on the 15th of October, 1836, and all 

diplomatic intercourse between the two countries was conse-

quently broken off. 
'l'he Mexican authorities had used all their efforts to effect 

a second invasion of Texas, but domestic troubles and want of 

means prevented. At length, Urrea, on account of l1is lean

ino-s toward federalism, was removed from the command of the 

ar:y, and General Nicholas Bravo appointed in his stead. 

Great efforts were made by the authorities to convict Filisola; 

but his conduct in retreating, and thus Sa\·ing the lives of so 
many prisoners, as was believed by tho masses in Mexico, 
made him popular with them. Since tho capture of Santa 

Anna, a gradual change bad been going on in the confcderac! i 
and, in December, General Bustamente returned from his cx1lo 

in France, and his friends proclaimed him a candidate for the 

presidency, at the election to be held on the fir:;t of the follow

ing March. 
The year 1836 did not close in Texas without serious be

reavements. On the 15th of November, Lorenzo <lo Zavala, 

the }ate ,ice-president, died at his residence on the San Ja

cinto. Ilis life had beeu eventful and u~cful. Providence 

had cast his lot in a land of re,olutions and of blood, but at 

all times and under all circumstances he had been a constant 

ancl ardent lover of lihet·ty and humanity. Ilis remains lie in 

a free country, ancl his name will be remembered while that 

freedom endures. .J.s misfortunes seldom come alone, on the • 

27th of December, Stephen F. Austin also died. Ilis remains, 
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followed by ·the officers of the government and a large con

course of citizens, were placed on the steamer "Yellowstone," 

at Columbia, and conveyed to Peach Point. On arriving at 

the Point, the procession was met by a portion of the first 

regiment of infantry, when suitable funeral honors were paid 

to the distinguished dead. By order of the government, the 
army ancl navy were put in mourning, and minute-guns were 

fired, in token of the nation'~ grief. That nation has erected 

no monument to the memory of Austin; but ~his he did him

self, while he lfred, in laying the foundation of a great state, 

and building it up on principles of moderation and freedom. 

A.ustin lived to sec his work completed-his country free, 

prosperous, and happy. His history is a noble lesson to those 

who, by patience, toil, and enterprise, would do a great and 
goocl work.❖:• 

President Ilouston, after his induction into office, ,isitcd 

Santa Anna in his prison. He treated him with great kind
ness, while in confinement and made his condition more 

comfortable. They had a long and free conversation on the 

subject of the differences between their respective countriei;,t 

and many plans were suggested for their adjustment. IIonston 
at length, being satisfied that auy further detention of S:mta 

Anno. would add nothing to the interests of Texas, by consent 

of the prisoner, placed him and Colonel Almonte in tho custody 

of George W. IIockley, inspector-general of the army, with 

* G;nernl MB. Lnmnr long since promised the public a life of Austin. $uch 
n work hns been greatly neeiled in 'l'exns. It is believed that a writ er of G eu1 
trnl Lnmar's fine abilitie•, with the nid of the private papers of the deceased, 
would do ample justice to his memory. 
t .After $nnta Anno visited W nshington city, it wll8 currently reported, and 

by many 1,elieved, that lie hnd made a treaty with President Jackson, 1,y which 
Toxns was ceded to the United Stntes. As it is probable there wns not a word 
snid by either of them on that sul>ject, the rumor must have had its foundation 

• in Snnln Anna's letter, of the lith of November, to President Houston. See Ap
pendix No. VI. 

• 
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Colonel Barnard E. Boe and Major William II. Patton as an 

escort and gave instructions to conduct them to Washington 
city.*' Santa Auna desired to take that route on his return to 

Mexico as it would be most safe to his person. Tho party 

immcdi~tely set out, and arrived at Washington city on the 

17th of January, 1837.t Santa Anna was received with great 
kiuduess by President Jackson, had several friendly interviews 

with him, and while there spoke as freely in favor of Texan in

dependence as he bad done in Texas. He remained in Wo.sh

ino-ton till the 2Gth of J anuo.ry, during which time he dined 

wi~h the president aud his cabinet, and had his portrait taken 

by the painter Earl. Leav.ing tho capital, he " embarked at 

Norfolk in the' Pioneer,' a public vessel provided for him by 

the president," and sailed to Vera Cruz. On arriving there, 

he was coldly received: "None but a few curious loungers 

met him on the mole ; no array of troops met the commander

in-chief." He retired to his countl'y-scat of Mango de Clavo, 

about twelve miles distant from Vera Cruz, whore he waited 

patiently (as he had often done before) the troubling of the 

waters.:t: 
The Texans had detained Santa Anna too long; tho power 

of their captive was gone in his own country. At the presi

dential election in Mexico on the first of }farch, 1837, of sixty

nine electoral votes, Santa Anna received but two! Busta

mente, the late exile, was chosen by an overwhelming majori

ty. Santa Anna, however, did not despair, but returned to his 

country-seat, and prepared his famous manifesto, in which he 

unsaid much that he had declared while a prisoner; but one 

* Houston's order to Hoekl..y, No,emlier 20, 1S86. 
t Ilockley to Houston, Jnnuary 20, 1837. The 'l'exa~ C~ngress had d~clare,I 

in favor of a etill further detention of Snnta Annn, but 1t did not meet with the 
executive approval. -Journal of the Howie, 1836, p. 144. 

t "Democratic Review," 1838, p. 314. 
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thing he had resolved-and in that lw was most sincQre

ncver again to set his foot on the soil of Texas. 

It is proper here to state that President Houston appointed 

General Rusk to a scat in the cabinet,* which left the command 

of the army in the bands of General Felix Iluston. On the 

22d of December, the Texan Congress, by a joint resolution, 
requested the president to open a conespoudcnce with Gen

eral ,James Hamilton, of South Carolina, to as,.ertain if he 

would accept the command of the Texan army. In the discus

sions in that state, touching the independence of Texas (which 

Governor M'Duffie strangely opposed), General Hamilt?n had 

shown himself a warm friend of the infant repubiic. In the 

reorganization of the army, provision was made for one major
general; and the government of Texas desired to manifest its 

gratitude to her distinguished advocate in that chivalrous old 

commonwealth for his noblo services. The president lost no 

time in making known to him the wish of tho new republic, 

with the expression of a hope that ho would accept the high 

position, and be in Texas by tho first of March, as a formida

ble imasion was anticipated. t 
At the close of 183G, the Te.xan army consisted of about 

seven hundred men enlisted for the period of the war, and 
eighty who had six months longer to serve. The troops had 

neither flour nor bread ; beef-cattle there were in abw1dance 

on the prairies, but no horses in camp to drive them up. They 

had likewise a good supply of ammunition, but were without 

flints.:f: 
• General Ruak shortly afterward resigned, in order to attend to his private 

• h bl' nlfairs, which bnd been much neglected during his long absence m t e pu IC 

service. 
t Houston to Ilamiltoo, December 31, 1836. Duplicate, Febrnnry 11, 18~'7. 

Circumstances of a private nature prevented General IIomilton from accepting 
the appointment.-Hamilton to Houston, February 16, 1837. 

t General Felix Huston's official despntcb, December 16, 1836. 
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The Mexicans had again increased their forces in and about 

Matamoras. At the latter point there were thirteen hundred 

and thirty-five infantry, six hundred and seventy cavalry, and 

four hundred chained convicts, ready to be distril:mted among 

the several companies. They bad twenty-eight pieces of can

non and two mortars. There were also en route, from San 

Lu.is Potosi, one hundred and fifty cavalry, three hundred in

fantry, and four pieces of artillery. Besides these forces, there 

were at Saltillo twenty-five hundred men of all arms, and al 

Laredo one hundred and :fifty cavalry- making in all an ag

gregate of over five thousand troops, ready to invade Texas.-~ 

Yet it was believed by many that the object of the ::ifoxican 

gove1:nment was rather to present a hostile appearance, and 

thus prevent the United States from recognising Texas as an 

independent state, than to invade the Texan settlements. The 

troubles in the interior of Mexico between the f ederal and ce;1r 

t,-al factions guarantied the peace of Texas. In fact, she was 

in a poor condition to meet the enemy. Tho situation of her 

army has already been stated. This condition was not owing 

to the fault of the government, but to the want of credit. She 

ha<l relied upon the sale of her land-scrip to meet her pressing 

wauts, until some portion or all of the five millions loan couhl 

be realized, or until her revenues should rnplenish het· empty 

coffers. This scrip, passing through the hands of the Messrs. 

Toby and brothers, of New Orleans, lrn,d failed t? answer the 
intended purpose. This was pat-tly charged to the agents. 

Drafts dra\rn on them were accepted, payabJ'e "wlten in Jwuls." 

These payments were procrastinated ; the drafts were hawked 

and peddled tlu·o~gh the city, until the credit of the ropnlilic 

was sunk to its lowest ebb. The Texan vesRels-of-war were 

lying idle for want of funds; the recruiting-service was inac-. 
* Statement furnished l>y John Ricord, J11nuary 26, 1837. 
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tivc; and the president was compelled to bind himself person

ally fo1· the payment of beef _to feed the army!•:, The post at 

Galveston island-impol'tant, as having in charge so many 

prisoners-was iu a starving condition; so likewise were those 

prisoners transferred to Anahuac. To provide for themselves, 

they made forays upon the cattle along the coast, in Liberty 

county. Many of the owners of these cattle had never been 

on the best terms with the Texan authorities, but had rather 

opposed the Revolution. Consequently, these arbitrary drafts 

upon their stock soon exhausted their patriotism, and some 

disturbances aroae in that quarter.t To remedy the destitute 

condition of the army, the president made a visit to headquar
ters iu January, and, ha,ing fully ascertained its wants, and 

the resources of the sunounding country, took such steps as 
he could to provide for them. 

The question of the recognition of 'rexan indepeudenee had 

been loug the sul.Jject of discussion in the United States. There 

was consid.erablc opposition to the measure, arising from the 

antislavery feeling in the northern portion of the Union . Ilow

ever, a resolution to that effect was introduced into the senate 
by Robert J. Walker, of Mississippi. On the 1st of March it was 

called up, and, after a warm discussion, was passed, by a vote 

of twenty-three to twenty-two. On the following day a motion 

* Houston to George Robinson, January 13, 1831. The army had other 
trouLles. under the recent law directing its reorganizaljon, the president had 

• appointed Colonel A. S, Johnson to the command ns genernl-in-chief, He nr
riveJ in camp on the 4th of February, Some difference arising l,etweeu 1,im 
and General Felix Iluston, induced the lBtter to call him out. 'fhey met on the 
morning of the 5th, and, after an exchange of four or five sho~, in which Gen
eral Johnson was severely wounded, the matter was settled, The affair pro
duced considerable confusion in the army, -Letter of Captain J. B, lroitie, 
February 5, 1887, 

t L~tter of William Hardin, February 13, 18117. Colonel Ilnrdio had chnrge 
of the :\Iexican officers taken prisoners at San Jacinto, and who had been sent 
to Anahuac. 
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was ma<le to reconsider, but it was lost by a vote of twenty

four to twenty-four. The house of representatives made an 

appropriation for a diplomatic agent from the United States to 
the <Y0Vernmcnt of Texas; and the last official act of President 

0 

Jackson, previous to his retirement from the executive chair, 

was tho nomination of A.lcee Labranche as cltarge d'ajfaires to 

that republic. In a few days afterward, an official audience 

was gi.on to the Texan ministers in Washington, and they 

were duly recognised as such to the government of the United 

States:* Thus one of the first powers bad formally admitted 

that Texas was able to take care of herself. • It was an era in 

her history worthy of remembrance. It was not a boon, bat a 

just admission of her good conduct and firm p1uposes. 

Ilaving acknowledged her independence, the question of her 

annexation legitimately came up for discussion. The Texan 

ministers lost no time in la.ying the matter before the cabinet at 

Washington. 'l'be recognition of tho independence of Texas, 

and her annexation to the Union, were very different questions. 

In determining with respect to the first, the United States did 

not take the question of right between Mexico and her rebel

lious province into consideration. Their duty to the two coun

tries permitted them to look at tho fact merely : for if Texas 

was in fact independent, it was their duty and interest to ad

mit it. 
But in regard to annexation-so long as Texas should re

main at war witl{ Mexico, and the United States at peace with 

the latter, the annexation of Texas to the American Union 

* Letters of Memucan Hunt, March 7, 1887, nnd J. H. Houghton, llarch 2, 
1887. Genernl Hunt snys: "I can not permit this opportunity to pass without 
expressing my gratitude and ndmirntion of the zealous efforts of MeS!!rS. Walke~, 
Preston, Calhoun, and Parker, in behalf of Texas. Their names are most promt· 
nently identified with the sue~e."3 of the first recognition of the independence 

of our republic." 
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woufd iurnl,e tho government of the United States in a breach 

of trettt1 with Mexico, and necessarily induce a war.•:❖ Ruch 

was the reasoning of the American secretary of state. .And, 

lest the United Stntcs might Le suspected of a disregard of her 

treaty of friendship with Mexico, sl1e did not e,en reserve the 

subject for further consideration, but dismissed it at once. 

This di$posiliou of the matter was, no doubt, at that time, cor

rect. The question then came before tho people of tho United 

States, as one of time. That these kindred peoples would bo 
united, there could be no doubt: how long, then, <lid good 

faith on the part of the United States require her to wait upon 
the fruitless efforts of Mexico to reclaim her revolted and vic

torious colony? We will notice tho gradual solution of this 
question. • 

The increasing number of 'l"oluntcers, and tbo consequent 
expenditure of land-scrip to keep them in supplies, bore so 
heavily upon tho credit of Texas, that some step became ne
cessary to check the mo'l'ement. Accordingly, an order was 

issued on the 10th of March, 1837, refusing all volunteers ex

cept such as received tho passport of Colonel A. S. Thruston, 
Texan agent at New Orleans; and ho was instructed to pass 

only those who should furnish themselves ,tith good arms, six 
months' clothing, and two months' rations. This order had 

tho desired effect; and, though it would lia;rn been unsafe be

fore that time, it had now become practicable. t 
~Ieanwhile, the threatening attitude of Mexico was daily de

creasing. A revolt, growing out of the depreciation of the 

copper currency, broke out in the capital. The soldiers were 

called out, and, firing on the mob, killed several. A.gain, 
there was a rebellion in the southern part of the confederacy, 

"Forsyth to llnnt, August ~5, 183'1. 
t Order, Mnrch 10, 1837. Instructions to ThTustoo, Mnrch 16, 1837. 

VoL. II.-14 
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and troops were ordered to that quarter. Indeed, such were 

the troubles in the capital, and so strong tbe demand for the 

Jedcracion, that General Bravo left the army at Matamoras, 

and hastened to the scene of confusion. The Mexican govern

ment, howeYer, having procured and equipped several small 

vessels-of-war, declared tho coast of Texas in a state of block

ade. The news of tho recognition of Texan iudepcndence hy 
the United States was recoi.ed in Mexico ahout the close of 

March. It had a wonderful effect in abating tho ardor of the 

nation. The secretru.·y of war declared, in a speech to tho 

Mexican Congress, that the event bad been dexterously ar
ranged by the United States many years before; that they 

had all witnessed the management and intrigue by which that 

nation had endeavored to acquire a p(tl'tion of the territory of 

the Mexican republic; ancl that, with the same Punic faith, it 

had acquired possession of the Floridas from Spain! Ile fur

ther charged the United States with preparing armed expedi

tions to aid the rebel colonists of Texas ; with insulting Mexi

can Yessels, and conducting them into American ports, and 

there treating them as pirates, while the true pirates displayed 

an unknown flag in the same American ports, and received 

every kind of assistance and protection. ,. And," said he," our 

men arc now ready to enter on that ungrateful soil, and the 

God of battles will be with them, for it is a war of justice."•:, 

Deaf Smit.h, who, with a mounted force of twenty-one men, 

bad been ranging west of Sau Antonio, set out on the 6th of 

March with a view to plant the Texan flag at Laredo. On the 

evening of the 16th be reached tho Chan~on, a small stream 

five miles east of Laredo, where he was discovered by the 

scouts of the enemy. On the followinr, day, having moved 

back a mile or two, to obtain better grass for bis horses, the 

* ".Diario dcl 0obiemo," April 2, 183~. 
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Mexican cavalry, to the number of forty, were seen about a 

mile distant, advancing in fine order. Smith and his party 

took a position in a thicket of mosquites, when the enemy be

gau the attack at a distance of one hundred and fifty yards. 

Smith gave orders to bis men not to fire until they were sure 

of their aim. After an engagement of forty-five minutes, the 

Mexicans retreated, ha.Ying ten killed, and as many wounded. 

Smith had but two of his men wounded. Learning from the 

enemy's wounded that there was a considerable force at La
redo, he returned to San Antonio.* 

Of the Mexicans who were natives of Texas, it has been 

said that there were two parties. From these, two hostile 
companies were raised : the one under \he command of Colo

nel J. N. Seguin, and the other under Captain Rodriguez. 
The former kept his headquarters about San Antonio, and the 

latter al, Matamoras. They both ranged ornr the territory 

between the two places, and gave to theil· respective superiors 

sucli news as they could gather-the most of which was to

tally unreliable, yet still calculated to prnducc uneasiness and 
uncertainty on the frontiers. 

We must not omit to mention here the solemn ceremony of 

collecting and devoting to funeral l1onors the ashes of the he

roes of the Alamo. It was performed on the 25t.h of February 

by Colonel Seguin and his command, under orders from the 

general-in-chief of the army. The dead hatl been burnt iu 

three piles. The ashes were collected and placed in a neat 

black coffin, on the inside of the lid of which were engraved 

the names of Travis, Bowie, and Crockett; a solemn procession 

was formed, and the remains borne to the place of intemient, 

where, after suitable orations, they were buried with military 
honors. 

* Deaf Sruith'a report to the Secretary of War, i\Inrch 2'7, 18S'7. 

• 
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'l'he appearance of the Mexican fleet in the gulf was followed 
uy some damage to Texas. The "Champion," freighted with 

• • 18 Pre for the arm)' was taken by the enemy; and }ll'OVJSlOl , t~ ,, > 

also, on the 12th of April, the "Julius Oresar," whose cargo 

was valued at tllirty thousand dollars. President Houston had 

pre,iously ii::sued an order for the release of the Mexican pris

oners; but, learning that those on board the captured vessels 

bad been taken into Matamoras and confined, he rernked the 

order of release. 
This blockading navy of the enemy necessarily came in con

tact with tl1e commerce of the United States; and the Mexican 

brig-of-war Urrea, haying captured some American ,essels and 

property, was taken by U10 United States sloop-of-war Na~cliez, 
and sent into Pensacola as a pirate. On the 17th of Apnl, the 

Texan schooner Independence, having a crew of thirty-one men, 

besides several passengers-among whom was William H. 
Wharton, on bis return from his mission to the United States 

-was met, about thirty miles from Velasco, by two Mexican 

brigs-of-war, the Libertador, having sixteen eighteen-pounders 

and one hundred and forty men, and the Vincedor del Alamo, 

carrying six twelves and one long eighteen-pounder, and one 

hundred men. .After a sevore fight, in which the Texans be

haved most gallantly, tho Independence was overpowered and 

taken into Brasos Santiago, whence the crew and passongcrs 
were transferred to Matamoras and confined. In this engage

ment, Captain Wheelwright, of the Independence, was severely 

wounded:x• 
The Texan n::i.vy, on leaving Galveston in May, proceeded 

to the mouth of the Mississippi, but, failing to find any of the 

enemy there after a cruise of seven or eight days, turned to 

* Official report of Lieuteonot J. W. Taylor, April 21, 183'1. Letter of Sur
g~oo Levy, May 5, 1837. 

• 
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the coast of Mexico. The 'l'exans made some small prizes 

about the island of Mugere, and thence proceeded to Yucatan, 
where they cannonaded the town of Sisal for some three hours, 

but with little effect. The Texan schooner Invincible took and 

sent into port as a prize the Mexican schooner Alispa, of eighty 

tons; and the Brutus captured and sent in the schooner Tele

graph. The Texans also made repeated landings along the 

coast, and burnt eight or nine towns. This, though sufficiently 

annoying to the enemy, and in accordance with their mode of 

warfare, has not been considered, in modern times, the most 
humane way of couducfo1g a war. Another vessel, the Eliza 

Russell, of one hundred and eighty tons, belonging to English 

subjects, which was taken by the Invincible off the Alicranes, 

and brought into Galveston, not being freighted with a contra

baud cargo, was afterward properly restored, with damages, 
by the republic::, . 

The frontiers of Texas duri11g the winter and spring of 1837 

had been unsettled. The Indians, actuated by the persuasions 

of Mexican agents, and the impruclence of many white people 

living near them, kept up a very annoying predatory warfare. 
Tliey began their depredations by the murder of three men on 

tbe Trinity at Fort Ilouston; then by the mtU·der of two more 

on the Neches; and these were followecl by numbers of others 

along the frontier. Besicles these outrages, many horses were 

stolen. The government did what it could to make treaties 

with the savages, and to keep up a vigilant ranging-serYice; 

but still, while tile Mexican emissaries were among them, they 
coulcl not be quieted. 

Ou the first of May, the first Congress met for its second 
session, agreeably to its adjournment, at the town of Ilouston. 

The president had some time before precedecl the members. 

* "Mntngorda Bnllet.in." 
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.A.s tho town was not yet a year old, it will not bo supposed 

that tho accommodations were extcnsi,·e. Tho president's 

house was a log-cabin, consisting of two rooms or pens-tho 

one haYing a puncheon-floor, and the other a floor of earth. 

Y ct in that humble dwelling the representatives of the repub

lic and a large number of visitors-among whom were the 

British agent Crawford, sent to look at the country, and the 

distinguished .Audubon-attended tho levees. 

The message of the president. o.dnsod the Congress that the 

cloud of invasion, which a short time hcfore had threatened to 

break upon them, bad passed away. In recurring to the great 

subject of the finances, ho informed them that the agents in

trusted with tho sale of lnnd-scrip had pro,ed so unfaithful, 

that further sales were suspended ; and, owing to the depressed 

state of the money-market, none of the five millions loan had 

been taken.* 

The Congress continued in session until the 13th of June. 

Among its enactments were, a law to raise public revenue by 

imposts; modifying the land-law of the prc,ious se:-:-ion, and 

repealing o.11 lo.ws allowing further bounties to volunteers; im

posing direct to.xcs ; authorizing the issuing of the promissory 

notes of the goYernmcnt; and a law consolidating and funding 

the public debt. These were the principal laws of a general 

nature passed 11.t this session. A joint resolution (suggested 

by the visit of Mr. Crawford to Texas) was also o.dopted, rec

ommending the appointment of an agent to proceed to England, 

to procure the recognition of the independence of the republic 

by that nation. 

It has already been stated that there was a revolt in the 

~Icxican capital, growing out of a decree scaling the copper 

coin fifty peL· cent. 'rhis emeute, as. before remarked, induced 

* Meaaoge, Moy:;, 1837. 
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Bravo to leave tho army at Matamoras, and repair to the city . 

Filisola was sent to to..ke again the command. The froops in 

that town received no pay, nor had they, to o.ny extent, since 

the evacuation of Texas. The officers were leaving whenever 

they could, and tho soldiers deserted daily. In the meantime, 

General Moctezuma had declared for the constitution of 18~4, 

and took his position at tho Rio Verde, fifty leagues from San 

Lnis Potosi, where the federalists, to the number of over three 

thousand, rallied around him. About tho fir:;t of May, Gen

eral Y o.lcncia left Matamoras with eleven hundred troops, un

der orders to assist in the o,crthrow of Moctezuma. This 

reduced the force at the latter place, under Filisola, to about 

~wo thousand men. On tho 26th of Juno, )Ioctezuma was sur

prised by tho centralists, himself killed, and his o.rmy cut to 

pieces. 

Such were somo of the scenes enacted in Mexico. Iler gov

ernment had become faithless and penniless, and her paper 

was not worth twenty cents on tho dollar. It was mo.nifcst 

that a cri:;is was approaching, for she must luwe money; and 

the priesthood, having the control of it, would mo.kc no volun

tary snrrcndcr. Forcible proceedings would at once produce 

a rerolution, for the priests controlled the mo.~ses in that coun

try ; and they knew very well that they had in ~o.nta Anna a 

potent friend, who wo.s ready to act at their rcquc:;t. 

Texas was as poor as Mexico; and President Houston, see

ing the burden the young republic had to bear, was anxious to 

discharge the most of the troops. Y ct, haring nothing with 

which to par. them, he followed the precedent of tho United 

States nt the close of the Revolutionary war-he gaYe them 

furlnugbf'. ·' Thus two thirds of the Texo.n soldiers quietly 

* Order to the Secretary of War, Mny 18, 183'1; also order of the 19U1 of 

Moy, 1S37. 
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dispersed to Lheir homes, leaving the service in confident reli

ance upon the good faith of the government. 
Colonel John II. Wharton, desirous of making an effort to 

release his brother from the prison of :Matamoras, obtained 

permission and a flag, and proceeded with thirty Mexico.n pris

oners to that town, to make an exchange. But, on landing, 

he was made a prisoner and confined in a dungeon. AfLcr a11 

imprisonment of six' days, he made his escape, aod returned 
to Texas. In the meantime, bis brother, William H. Whar

ton, through the aid of the well-known Captain 'l'hompson, of 

the :\Iexican navy, also escaped and reached homo. It was 

intended that Thompson should desert the enemy's service, 

and leave with him; but Thompson's departure was precipi

tated by some information given to the Mexican authorities, 

and he arrived in Texas before either of the Whartons.* 'l'his 

barbarous conduct on the part of the enemy induced the presi

dent of Texas to readmit the granting of lettus of marque and 

reprisal against them, which he had suspended on his entrance 

into office. t 
Ou the 25th of August, the Brutus and the Invincible ar-

ri,•ed off the bar at Galveston, having in tow a Mexican armed 

schooner which they had captured near the banks of Campca

chy. On the same evening, the Brutus and the pl'izc entered 

the harbor, but the Invincible could not get in. On the follow• 
ing morning the latter was attacked by two of the enemy's 

armed brigs. The Brutus, in attempting to go out to her aid, 

ran aground; so the Invincible was obliged to continue tho 

uncq~al contest alone during the day. Toward evening sho 
attempted a retreat, but struck on the breakers near the s< nth

cast channel. 'l'hc crew landed in safety, but during the night 

* "Telegraph," June, 1837. 
t Prcsid~nt'd Proclnmntion, September 15, 183~. 
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the vessel went to pieces. The Invincible was a favor·te craft 
in the Texan naYy, and her loss much regretted. ❖:• 

Difficulties having arisen in the meanwhile between the au

thorities of the United States and those of Texas in relation 

to the yet undefined boundary-line between the two countries 
' and conflicts having occurred between tl1eir rcspcetirc citizens 

along the border in regard to land-claims, President Ilouston 

conrnkcd the Texan Congress in extra session on the 25th of 

September, and laid the matter before that body for its action. 

.As the extra session extended into the annual session, the ex

ecutive, on the 21st of November, addressed to the two houses 

his annual message. The important and comvlicated subject 

of the finances and currency of the republic occupied a promi

nent place in this document. 'l'hc president stated the ex

traordinary fact that, since the commencement of his adminis

tration, only the small sum of five hundi·ed dollars in specie 

had been paid into the national treasury. Ile declared the 

sale of laud-scrip, as a means of supplying tho wants of the 

treasury, to be "an imaginary and unfortunate expedient." 

The act of the previous Congress, authorizing the issuance of 
a half-million of treasury-notes, had already gone int~ opera

tion. These notes were receiYcd in payment of public dues, 

and were deemed a better currency than the notes of the non

spccie-paying banks of the United States (for the year 1837, 

it will be remembered, was a period of unexampled commer

cial prostration and financial embarrassment, which caused a 

general suspension of the banking institutions of the Union). 

The president bclicYcd that, so long a·s an excessive issue of 

these notes was aYoidcd, they would have a sound currency, 

tho credit of which would extend to those countries with which 

the repul>lic had commercial intercourse ; but that, if an excess 

* "Telegrnph," Sept.ember 2, 1837. 
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were issued, tho depreciation would be in proportion to such 

excess. 
The report of tho secretary of tho treasury exhibited an au-

dited indebtedness of a little over a million of dollars ; but to 

this should be added the outstanding debt yet to bo audited, 

which perhaps amounted to a million more.* 

* The author of the "Fiscnl Iliitory of Texns'' hns not consid_er~J l~is uoau• 

d
·•·• • f th d '·t of 'l'e:i:M (pa"e ~3). Mr. Gouge, ao J1slt111;msheJ for 
'""" portion o c eu o . • . • 
· •· ,. '·' and the currency has not done himself JU•t1ce m ha 

h1w wor~s on unn..,og , 
.. Fiscftl m,tory of Tcxu" Without looking nt the heroic efforts of TeXAB to 

relieve henelf from th.i ahnckles of a tyrant, and the bloo,l of her gallnnt son, 

10 
freely Ehed in that 61.rugglc, his eye has bee~ fix~J only o~ her pov~rty and 

her empty trcnsury. True, ho bns been industr1ous_m_cullect111g ~naoc1al fncta, 

and ha, nrrayed them in a masterly mnnner; but ,t, is al~·nys_w1th a sneer, a 

reproach of her poverty and humble beginnings. ~ e seem _his work, not the 

roul of the lover of his race, but of the Wall••treet broker! Surely, l!r. Gougo 

I ). J J " eoou•h to know that somethiiw else thnn money con1t1tutes tho 
1ns 1ve, on0 0 o . . .• 

ma" nn<l the "ation. In regar,l to good fail!., he will turn !us fine ~lnht1es ~ .• 

comparison betwe9n Texas and lhe United ::>tnte!I nt the _close_ of their reapect1.a 

Ruvolulions. If T~xns suffer& in the comparison, the po111t will be surrendert<l. 
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CIT.APTER VIII. 

No people can lh·o and do well without faith. That which 

is-of which we have no domonstrntivc proof-we must rc

ceh·e by faith. Our views arc limited, and the more so, if we 

arc wanti11g therein. To all such no voice is heard, no vision 

i, seen, beyond the dark veil of tho future; to them the stars 

speak not, the graves arc silent; they read no les,,ons in tho 

sky nor in the teeming world around them. As incli\'iduals 

or a!-1 a nation they do not li,c, but simply Ycgctate. It may 

be said that the greatness of a nation is co-ordiuuto with its 

nggl'e!?;atc faith . Tho future glows in the bosom of the man 

of faith; this begets hope, which cheers to labor and to cnter

pri~e. What else was it that brought the Franciscan friars to 

the wilds of Texas, and caused them to <lernto days and years 

of peril and of want to the instruction and culture of the sax

age mind? aud what but faith drew around the sanctuary of 

God these wild children of America? Thus a gl'cat work was 

begun, and a faint glimpse obtained of man's high destiny. 

But there was to lJO an end of this missionary mo.cmcnt in 

Texas. Perhaps it had completed its work when, in 17!>4, the 

missions were secularized by order of Don Pedro de Xnxa, 

couunaudant-general of tho northeastern internal produces. 

After that time, and up to tho period of the Texan Rcrnlution, 

the religious mo,crucnts in the province were under the dircc-
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tiou and jurisdiction of the ordinary, or bishop of Monterey. 

They can not be said to have had much ,itality. So far as 

Texas was concerned, they were stationary. In fact, the re
peated wars and conflicts of which she was the theatre caused 

religion to decline. 
The emigrants to Tex.as under the colonization system did 

not fall into the Roman catholic mode of worship. That they 

had faith their works abundantly attest; but theirs was tho 

prolestau~ form of worship, and they saw nothin~ ~mong the~ 
new nci"'hbors to induce them to abandon the relig10n of their 

fathers. 
0 

It is true that the law of their immigration required 

them to profess the catholic faith; but they winked at this law, 

and tacitly disclaimed the papal jurisdiction. Kor did the 

Mexican rulers attempt to enforce it upon their consciences. 

It is clue to truth to say tha.t, among all their grievances, they 
had little complaint to make on the score of religious intoler
ance. Some practical difficulties occasionally arose : for in

stance, marriage, being regarded by the catholics as a sacra

ment, required the action of the priest; whereas, the immi

grants, looking at it only as a civil contract, were content to 

be married by a civil officer, by the captain of a military com

pany, or even by a bond executed by the parties in the pres
ence of witnesses.➔, But the protestants were not persecuted 

in Texas. 
This tolerant spirit brought many protestant missionaries 

into the province before the Revolution. .A.s early as the yeat· 

1818, the Rev. Henry Stephenson, of the methodist church, 

preached on the Texan side of Red river. In 1822, he ex-

* By the ordinnuce of the council, January 16, 1836 (Orders nnd Decree•, P· 
135) nil judges, alcnldes, commisnrio", and ministers of the gospel, could cele· 
bmt~ the rites of matrimony. By the act of June 5, 1837 (Laws of Tcxn•, P· 283~ 
the forrner marl'inges by bond were lcgalize<l. This law was farther extended 

in 1841 (Laws, ,·ol. Y., p. 176). 
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tended his visits farther west; and, in 1824, he preached the 

first protestant sermon west of the Brasos, at the camp of J obn 

Rabb, near San Felipe. In 1826, Rev. Joseph Bays, of t~e 

baptist church, preached at the house of Moses Shipman, west 

of the Brasos. In the latter part of 1827, he removed to San 

Augustine, where he continued his labors till he was compelled 

to desist, it has been said, by the Mexican authorities, but more 

probably by desperate men of the American stock : for in the 

history of those times, the great hindrance to the exertions of 

the American missionaries was found in the opposition of the 

heroes of the neutral ground. In 1828, Rev. Sumner Bacon, 

of the Cumberland presbyterian church, penetrated as fa1· west 

as San Felipe,* and preached wherever he could. In 1829, 
~ev. 'l'homas Ilanks, of the baptist church, also preached west 

of the Brasos. It was during this year that the baptists had 

the honor of establishing the first Sunday-school in Texas. It 
was organized at San Felipe, under the guidance of T. J. 
Pilgrim. 

The baptists and the methodists have not yet settled the 
question as to which denomination reared the first church in 

the Texas wilderness. The former was organized in 1833 
west of tl1e Brasos ; the latter was organized at a camp-meet

ing, ten miles cast of San Augustine, the same year. A.bout 

the same time a church was organized by ReY. :Milton Estill, 

of the Cumberland presbyterian faith, in what is now Red 

River county. Thus, under the Mexican government, the prot

estants commenced their labors in Texas. In 1832, Sumner 

Bacon, through the instrumentality of Rev. Benjamin Chase, 

of Natchez, was appointed agent for the distribution of the 

Bible in the province. Bacon was a fearless man, and scat-

* For an account of the first lnbors of the several protestant deoominnt.iona in 
Texas, see Appendix No. VIL 
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tered the woru of God from San Antonio to the Sabine. Ile 

met with serious opposition, but it was from bis own people, 

and not tho M cxicans. In this work ho laid a broad founda

tion for tho p1otestant missionaries. 
The RcYolution in Texas necessarily retarded tho religious 

movement, but only to enable it to adYancc with renewed en

ergy. It may be said that the protc:,lunt immigrants brought 

thcii- preachers, as well as their religion, with them. This 

remark, however, docs not apply to those desperate, homeless 

wanderers, who, having fictl their country, ~prcad di.order and 

crime wherever they went; and who, after a short career, were 

destroyed or dri\·en off. On tbe return of peace, aftrr the 

army was disbanded, a feeling of gratitude seemed to animate 

tho citizens: they had seen· how signally and manifcsllJ God 

had favored them in their struggle, and flew to the altar of 

their faith to give utterance to the noblest feelings of their 

hearts. There is alwn.ys hope for such a people. W"hcn there 

is a will, there is a way ; and those who witnessed the great 

moral reform that succeeded the clash of arms, beheld the 

germ, the outcroppings of a spirit, that promised much. Their 

faith gaYC truth, dignity, moral firmnc"s, and energy, to their 

character. They heeded not the timid croakers in the old 

state.~, who were willing to denounce what they wanted the 

courage to enjoy, but wrought Yaliantly, for they were laying 

the foundations of an empire. La,-tirg honor to the old pio

neers of Texas, an<l to tho faitl1ful heralds of tho cross who 

came to minbtcr to their flocks! They went forth sowing in 

tears, but many of them have already gone their way rejoicing, 

taking their sheave!' with them. 
As early ns 1 .. 38, the pre:,hytcrian and tho episcopalian miu

istcrs commenced their operations in Texas ; and, though not 

claiming to be pioneers in this work, tho preachers of these 
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deno11Jinations haYe wrought with zeal, and by example and 

precept gi,·cn an impulse to learning that has added much to 

the character of the state. Nor have the Roman catholics 

been lmckward in advancing the moral and intellectual condi

tion of thch- people. In this country of mild laws and free 

opinio~~' th_cy enjoy, as they ought to do, the same religious 

anu cml rights with all others. As they arc a people of 

strong faith, they arc left to its enjoyment, and to the foll dc

v.elopmeut of whah,ocvcr their hands find to do. As an evi

dence of tho moral growth of Texas, there arc now not less 

than thirty-five thousand of her people attached to the several 

protestant churches. Tho numbers belonging to tho catholic 

faith are uukno" n. It has been recently stated, by a Texan 

bible-a.gent, that Texas is more abundantly supplied with the 

word of God tlian a majority of the states of tho Union. 

. On the 8th of May, 1837, at the office of RoY. Dr. R ~farsh, 

Ill Houston, a meeting of mini:;ters of the go~pcl was held.* 

Its object was the promotion of tho cause of religion in Texas. 

Rumors hacl been circulated in tho United States that tho peo

ple of Texas had no rcganl for religion or morality. These 

were credited by many Christians in the former country and 

thei1· effect was keenly fdt and deprecated by tho latter. 'This 

meeting, composed of representatives from several denominn

tions, after the Texas fashion, formed it.'lelf into an'' Ecclesias

tical Commillee of Vigilance for Tuas,'' and declared that, 

under the great Ilea~ of the church and the henign influence 

; Tl'.e meeting was compo~eJ of the folJuwing clergymen, viz;.: -

@v. W. W. II nil, of llouston, preah~ terinn from K~ntucky • 
" w·1r ' ' , " L. 1 Ulm P. ::<mith, of :'"nshiugt.on, prowlnnt melh0<fot, from Tenne•~~; 

" L. Allen, of Wnflungton, episcopal methodi•t, from :Sew York; 

" IL :illlthew-, of Ilouston, epi•C!lpal metho-list., from Louisinnfl; 

R Marsh, of Houston, bnptis• from Alsbnmn • aml 
" z. " ., ' ..uorrtll, of llilnm, bnplist, from Tennessee. 

'J.'degroplt, Jfoy 16, 183'7. 
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of clunity, it would endcaYor to maintain the purity of the 
Christian name, and the honor and dignity of the minist 'rial 
office; for which purpose, the members would giYe their sanc
tion to no individual profcs:;ing the sacred principles of reli
gion, who was not of regular standing in the branch of the 
church to which he might have belonged, and who did not ex
hibit a godly walk, and produce satisfactory eYidence of full 
membership. They urged a union of the exertions of each 
branch of the church in advancing the interests of the Redeem
er's kingdom. They also appointed the Rev. Drs. Hall, :-;mith, 
and ifothcws, n. committee of correspondence. There is noth
ing like a committee of vigilance- for we arc taught to watch 
as well as pmy ; and this small meeting, whose proceedings 
were extensively published, did much to prevent the ingrcs~ 
of rogues, under sleeves of lawn, into Texas. 

In July, 1837, Charles Comptc de Farnese presented him
self before tl1e Texan government with certain propositions, 
combining at once the more extensive influence of the catholic 
religion, and the recognition by :Mexico of the independence 
of Texas. lie came with recommendations,* and represented 

"Tu Jli, Erctll~y Sam JloU3lon :-
" D1 AR Sm: This will be present.id to you by the count Faroe•~- Ilia ohjert 

in \ i iting this r,1,ublic i~, lo offer his furl1mt and ptrsonal i,ljlumce lo the glo· 
rious Texl\u c~uac. llis ,·iews nr~ extensive, anu, if fully coneummate<l, will, no 
donbt, ho of infinite sen·ice to thi1 republic. Th..y have been fully explained 
w Dr. Arch~r, G encral Green, nud other io1luential gentlemen here, all of whom 
thiuk hi:;hly of them. The count ill, no doul,t, a gentlemnn of high lit('rlll'y 
nttaiuments, and .eema to hnve his heart much set II" the estnl,h,hment of iosti• 
tutioua of lenruing in this conntry. The proposition be 110kts, of opening at 
on<·• (after ae••ing and cvnsulting with you) I\ corre•pood~:ice with the court or 
!tome, fur the purpoae of having estnhlishe<l in this republic an in,lependent 
b:~ho11ric. if auccessful, can not fail lo be productive or the moat btn~tirial t,.rf,cts. 
It will noi only place the cntholi• citizens of this repul,lic in a very diff,ren\ 
attitude, but will induce tens of thouannds or otl1er cntholica to emigrate Lo tbe 
country ..........•.••••• 

• " Y ery eiocercly your&. Jo~ C. W11.u.Ulls" 

I 
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to the president that, "having heard in Europe of th e conquest 
of Texas, ho had abandoned his country (where 1 • d 10 cnJoyc a 
fine fortune, was allied to several European courts, and had 
the pl'Ospect of a brilliant career) to ofli l • • " , er ns services and 
1ortuno to Texas " Ute, 1• • . • i I some pre unrnary remarks in rela-
tion to the protection given by European monarchs to rclio-iou 
~ncl the human heart and mind "which require to be cultiv:ted 
hke a young plant "} J • d . ' ic stum1ttc to the pre.idcnt his" plan," 
which was, to treat, through his means, should the president 
think him worthy, with the court of Rome:-

•• 1. To raise all Texas to an archbishopric. This :;top is 
the ~ure means of making peace wHh ::\foxico through the influ
ence ~f the Roman court; it will break all communication with 
th_c bishop of Monterey, under whoi;e jurisdiction are the cath
~hcs of Texas, and will rcmoYc all difficulty with other courts 
m acknowledging the independence of Texas .• , 
f A._ftcr :;om~ further details as to the election and residence 

o the archbishop, the count proceeds with his 1,lan . -
" 6 T • • o accord gratuitously, in all the cities and villages of 

Texas, a convenient place to build a church, house for curate 
and school. ' 

.. 7 I d h • n or er t at the archbishop, c1ergy masters and m1·s-
tre~scs f J I ' - o sc 100 s, may not become chargeable to gornrnment 
::h accord to them, without distinction, in their respcctiYe par~ 

cs, or the nearest district, twelve hundred and eighty acres 
of land." 

" 9. The churches, houses of clerrrv and qchooI~ ·11 b built l e;' • "' wi e iy the means of the church: consequently the govern 
mcnt will not I ti , -ui.ve ic power to employ them for any other 
purpo~c, without consent of the holy sec. 

"10 Th • I' • • 
1 

• e tc ig1on catholic apostolic and Roman will he al-
owed to • ' 

'

. exercise freely her functions in all part" of 1'e--a . OL. II.-15 ' V ... , ~-
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~· 11. She will enjoy the protection of government. 

"12. She will obser,e strictly the rites and canons Ro-

1nan."* 
IIow little did the count Farnese know of the American sys

tem of government! To the first article of his plan no man in 

Texas could object. The catholic church had, aud tilill bas, 

the liberty of creating such ecclesiastical functionaries in the 

state as she deems necm,sary to her welfare. The ninth, tenth, 

ele,enth, and twelfth articles, were all granted by tho consti

tutiou: with this understanding, that the chmch could make 

any alterations she chose in her rites and canons, 01· she could 

abolish them all, :mu U,e go"crnmcnt could not and would not 

interfere. 'fhe six.th and seventh articles, wl1ich contemplated 

a donn.tion to the church, were wholly inadmi~:;iblc, inasmuch 

as the government makes no g1·ants or douo.tions to any church 

or sect, I.mt ex.tends to all the liberty of worshipping God as 

they may think proper. Tho great error of Count Farnc•~ 

was, in supposing that there could he n. connection hctweeu 

church and state in Tex.as. A.s men ha,e different ways of 

looking at spiritual matters, the government wisely permits 

them to think as they please, and to form as many associations 

and churches us they may wish-not choo:;ing to to.kc part 

with any, further than to secure to all perfect liberty in their 

worship. As governments are of this world, and the kingdom 

of Christ is not of this world, to prei:,errn tho peace nnd purity 

of each, our institutions keep them separate. This article in 

the 'l'exau creed woulu ha.Ye been the last one surrendered by 

the people. True, the churches in Tex.as n1·e poor, and their 

temporalities would be gren.tly improvetl by donations from the 

stato or from individuals ; but, in the history of the church, 

from its first organization, it is clearly shown that her spiritu• 

* Letter ant! 1,lan of Count Farnes~ July l!S, lSS'i. 
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ality bas been in direct proportion to her poverty. Nearl all 

tho dcpartm·es from a holy life have bee11 " d y 1011n among those 

of the clergy nnd laity who abounded in th " · f e eonllorts and lu:x-

uncs o the world. In all those governments where religion 

has become the creature of the etate wl11·1c sl I b 
. , 10 ias a ounded 

Ill temporal good, her spirituality has fled ~ l'ttl d · "o I e ocs the 

arm of God require an ar f fl 1 . m o cs i to fcetl his church ! These 

reflect'.on~ may be unpleasant, but they arc true. 

In JUStification of the profound wisdom and I 
qucnces of thi li . T iappy conse-

. . s po ey m exas, her history ehows as little of 

rchg1ous persecution as any part of the world 'I ti • 1 
f: . . • 1, ay 11s 1er 
avorcd cond1t1on be pei·petual ! 

The conduct_ of the Indians on the frontiers of Texas was 

such as to req111re energetic action on tho part of the • 
ment D . I . go,ern
all • u_rmg t i_c flprmg of 1837, n. party of Mexicans visited 

the_ Indian nations on the frontier, makin"' to them the -t 
seductive offers t •. 1 h o mo:s 

o munce t cm to make war on tho T • 
Thoy irom·, d h cxans. 

. F i:se t em arms, ammunition, aud the 1>lundcr and 

pnqoncr • d - :s-women an children included-taken during th 
~-~ ili e 
b ' , o e peaceable possession of tho country then held 

Y them. .At the sa f h • • . <l' rue ime, t e:-e em1ssanes succeeded in 

pci~ua mg them tl t 'f h T ia , I t c exans were successful in ti , 
then pc d' b iu war 

n mg etween the latter and Mexico they would .• 
the coun tr th . ' seize 

h f 
y en occupte<l by the different tribes and driYc 

1 em rom the l d f h • ' p .. · I . an o t en· fathers. 'l'hus many tribes of the 

ra111e ndinns were induced to join the ~Iexicaus.* 

The sava..,.es soo • ti o n commenced their incursions into the set-

ementl', and the T C . . exan ongre:;s found it necessary to declare 

war arrnmst th L' 
. b em. teuteuant-Colonel A. Ilorton of San .1. -

gustme was d d . , u 
, or ere to rau;e a force of a hundred and twenty 

* B. L Cboutea • 
r J 

u, .ogent for the o~ngeQ t w·u· 
0 adian AfFdirs W •·• ., h ' 0 1 iam Al'Jll1trong, Buperintentlenl 

=-, w.arc 1, 1837. 
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men, and as many more vo.lunteers as might be deemed neces

sary, to procued against the prairie Indians.* Y ct no success

ful effort was made to chastise them. Every day or two, du

ring the year 1837, some murdered citizen or stolen property 

attested their hostile feeling. In the autumn, Lieutenants 

Benthuysen and Miles, with eighteen mounted rangers, pro
ceeded from Fort Smith to the head-waters of the Trinity, 

where, on the 10th of November, they fell in with a hundred 

and fifty hostile Indians. A fierce battle was fought, which 

lasted two hours. The Indians, having lost their chief, retired 

for about twenty minutes, elected another leader, and returned 

to the charge. The Texans had in the meantime taken a good 

position among some timber on a knoll. The savages, unable 

to drive them out, and suffering severely from their rifles, set 

fire to the grass all around them. The Texans then made a 

charge upon their foes, who, after considerable resistance, fled, 

leaving about fifty warriors killed ! The rangers lost Lieu 

tenant Miles and eight privates killed, and three wounded.t 
The great question before the second Congress was, the dis

position of the public lands. It will be remembered that the 

general consultation, on the 13th of November, 1835, closed 

all the land-offices, and ordered all emprcsarios, commission

ers, and surveyors, thenceforth to cease their operations. This 

decree necessarily rendered all certificates granted, or loca-

* President Roust.on t.o J. W. Parker, June 1, 1837. The most powerful ene· 
my to the Texans, among the Indians, was -0/ticony, the prindpal chief of '.h• 
Cnmnnohes. Major A. Le Grand, of the Texan army, was sent to treat w.'tb 
liim. He found the chief near the confluence of the Big and LitUe Washita. 
Le Grand having stated the object of his visit, Chicony replied that, "eo fong 
as he continued t.o see the grndual approach of the whites and their habitationi 
to the hunting-grounds of the Camonches, so long would he believe to be \r~i 

what the Mexicans had told him, viz., that the ultimate intention of the wbit.e 
man was, to deprive them of their country; and 80 long would be continue to 
be the enemy of the white race."-Report of A. Le (hand, April 26, 1837, 

t "Telegraph," December 28, 183'7. 

SQUANDERIYG TflE PUDLIC LANDS. 

tions or surveys made, after that elate, invalid. The objects 

of this clecree were manifest, but a reference to a few facts 

will rencler them more so. The legislature of Coabuila and 

Texas, in its last days, fincliug that tho latter province was 

about to be lost to Mexico, or at least to Coabuila, unclertook 

a shameless and corrupt squandering of the public domain in 

Texas. These quasi land-titles were to be resisted. Under 

the colonization laws of Mexico, tracts not exceeding eleven 

leagues to one person, could be sold to natives. Under color 

of these laws, and using the names of natives, land-speculators, 

claiming to act as their attorneys in fact, had already begun 

and were preparing to possess themselves of the best lands in 

Texas. This wholesale operation, as a fraud upon the colo

nist and tho soldier in the field, was also to cease. Numbers of 

persons, having purchased up headrrigltt:; of indhiduals (who 

nerer made Texas their home, but visited the country, and re

mained only long enough to obtain their title-papers), wished 

to locate and perfect the titles to these head-rights; and, hav

ing exhausted this list of transient persons, names were manu

factured, and head-rights granted upon them. It was neces
sary to check this operation likewise. Yet the endeavor was 

resisted in some parts of the republic; and, to a,oid all diffi

culties arising from the extension of titles after the decree of 

November 13, 1835, it was found convenient to ante-date them.* 

* "February 6, 1836.-Had a long conversation with Mnjor Don Jorge An
tonio Khon, the commissioner for granting lnnd-titles. ..... The operations 
of this office are now suspended, and some hundreds of deeds are now lying 
here incomplete, waiting for some formalities, nod the payment of fees. Nixon 
expected to he removed, or to have his dulies supcrceded, nnd he has bn<l the 
shrewdness to certify all the incomplete deed•, prior to a ccrtafo dat~; so that, 
when the purchaser comes for his deed, he will find it rendv, a8 faros the com
mi&:!ioner can make it so."-Not,s of Colonel IVilliamF. G;ay: MS. The hun
dreds of Spanish titles, lltus ante-dated, were soon pnt into circulation. When 
Colonel Gray saw them, they were waiting for a purchaser. 
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Many old sctllers who were entitled to head-rights, and many 

soldiers who were entitled to bounties, were, at the passage 

of tho decree, and for a considerable time afterward, engaged 

in the army, and their claims certainly were of superior merit. 
Hence it was but a matter of justice to them that they should 

have au equal chance with others in the selection of their 

lands. If "the spoils belonged to the victors," sm·ely they 

had the best right to them. 
Many efforts were made by the majority in tho first Congress 

to recommence the distribution of the public lands, but the 
president did what he could to resist them.. Tho sectionizing 

of the public lands had been provided for by the constitution.* 

The president was desirous of complying with this provision. 

Its meaning, when we refer to the mode of Slll'veying lands in 

the United States, in sections of a mile square, is plain enough. 

But the Congress of Texas chose to understand it otherwise, 

and passed the general land-law without any regard to the 

sectionizing system. 'l'hc president vetoed the law ou the 

13th of December, and the two houses passed it by a majority 

of two thirds on the following day. t 

Some remarks here upon the history of laud-titles in Texas 

may not be uninteresting. Neither Spain nor Mexico c,·er con
sidered the public lands within the limits of tho latter as of 

any value. So far as Texas was concerned, it was the policy 
of Spain to keep them unsettled, as a barrier to encroachments 

upon her mines. In the first days of success after tho Mexican 

Re,olution, a feeling of enterprise was manifested, and the 

idea of colonizing the vacant lands entertained. Even then the 

sale of lands was only suggested by tho successful operation of 

* Constitution of the Republic, General Provisions, Section IO: "The whole 
territory of the republic shall be sectionized, in a manner to be hereafter pr& 
scribed by In w." 

t Acts of 1837, p. 62. 
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the system in the United States of the North.* .A. good deal 

more attention was paid to water-privileges, and lands inca

pable of irrigation were deemed of no value, except for pas
turage. 

The first grants of the Spanish government in Texas, of 
which we have any record, are those of the three missions of 

Concepcion, San Juan, and La Espada. The grants for the 

missions of Valero and San Jose were doubtless made earlier, 

and probably some individual grants, but we know of none 

now in existence.t The three first-named missions were lo

cated in the first instance on the St. Mark; but such was the 

difficulty of procuring water for irrigation, "so necessary to 

the support of the people who were to be indoctrinated," that 

on the 29th of October, 1729, the viceroy of Mexico, Casa 

Fuerte, commissioned the governor of Texas, the ex-guardian 

of the apostolic college of Queretaro, and the president of the 
Texan missions, to make a new settlement or location. After 
some search, they made their selections of throe places-two 

on the San Antonio river, and one on the "Medina," below tho 

junction of tho two streams. They next proceeded to the 

neighboring tribes of Indians, to whom "they spoke, and ex

plained the holy and benevolent plll'posc of their institution; 

and three tribes, among others in tho vicinity, viz., the Pacaos, 

the Pajalats, and the Pitalacs, agreed to settle tho three places 

selected, and to submit to doctrine." The commis~oners, hav

ing completed their labors, made a report to the viceroy, and 
petitioued him to make the necessary decrees. The viceroy 

laid the matter before Ribera, former inspector of tho presidios 

* Report of Lucas Alaman, Secretary of State to the Sovereign Constituent 
Congre.s, November I, 1823. 

t The writer is greatly indebted to Colonel J. W. IIampton, Colonel Crosby, 
and to Mr. Ilucl:anan, the commisaioner and translator of the land-office, for 
transcripts of thi old grants to be named in this connection. 
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of New Spain, for his opini~n. The ex-inspector reported on 

the 22d of September, 1730, concurring with the report of the 

commissioners, except in regard to the location for the lower 

mission "on the Medina river, at thirty leagues' distance from 

the presidios (San Antonio and La Bahia), where it may be 

liable to attacks from the Apaches, who on many occasions 

appeal' in a hostile manner in that territory .. . . This danger 

would not exist if the said mission were located in the same 

vicinity with the other two." 
The viceroy, in conformity with this opuuon, on tl,e 2d of 

October, 1730, decreed that the captain of the royal presidia 

of San Antonio, should issue a decree that the three missions 

should be located as recommended, using his judgment as to 

the plan of locating tho lower mission. He further ordered 

that each mission so to be located "be furnished with three 

soldiers for the term of two years, this time being considered 

necessary for the instruction of the Indians in tillage, and at 

the expiration of this time one soldier shall remain in each 

mission, the other two returning to their corps." 
On the 15th of December, 1730, the captain of the presidia 

of San Antonio de Bexar, in pursuance of this order of the 
viceroy, remitted the same to Don Gabriel Costales, captain 

of the presidia of La Bahia del Espiritu, Santo, with orders to 
execute it, he being delegated as judge for that purpose, in the 

absence of any public or royal notary. In making a return of 

his proceedings, Captain Costales says : "A despatch was pre

sented to me from the most excellent viceroy, through the cap
tain of the royal presidio of San Antonio, which I kissed and 

placed on my he~d, as a message from my king a.nd natural 

lord which with blind obedience I obey, and am ready to exe-' . 
cute whatever it commands." Upon this return, the captam 

of the preRidio of San Antonio, on the 12th of January, 1731, 
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decreed the establishment of the missions named. All these 

formalities being attended to, and the acts of each party writ

ten down, and attested by assisting witnesses, the captain of 
San Antonio proceeded on the 5th of March, 1731, to the first 

mission-ground, called Out Lady of the Concepcion de Acuiki,* 

accompanied by several of the officers of the presi<.lio, and Fa
ther Bergara, and seized the hand of the captain of the tribe, 
in the name of all the other Indians who had attached them

selves to said missio11, and led him about over the locality, and 

caused him to pull up weeds, throw stones, and perform all tho 

other acts of real possession, that by virtue thereof they might 

not be dispossessed without being first hea.rd and defended by 

Father Bergara, president of the Texas missions, or such other 

of the clergy a::i might have administration over them. After 

declaring the bounds of the mission, there was attached to it 

pasture-lands, watering-places, irrigating privileges, uses, and 

services, and the further right, in planting-time, to dri,e their 

stock out west for pasture, so as not to prejudice the crops. 

The act of possession concluded by notifying the Indians, 

through au interpreter, what they should do in advancement 
of Christian doctrine, and in avoidance of crime. 

A.t the same time, Captain Perez proceeded to put other 

tribes in possession of the mls ion-grounds of San Francisco 

de la Espada, and San Juan, Hituated below, on the San An

tonio river ;t the same formali ty being observed in each case. 
The record of the titles (which, as will be seen, is a simple 
narrative of the action of each party) was then filed in the 

archives of San Fernando de Bexar, and a certified copy fur

nished to each mission. It will be observed, in tho foregoing 

* The baptigmal name of the viceroy wns Jana de Acuila. 
f At this period {1'181), the river below the junction of the Medina nnd Snn 

Antonio was called the Guadalupe, and the present l'iver of tlrnt name was called 
Ban Marcos. At times, howenr, it retained the name of "MediuB" lo the gulf. 
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abstract of the tt~usfe1·, that the title was assumed to be in the 

king of Spain, and that the transfer was to the Indians, and 

not to the priests, who, by their vows, could own no worldly 

estate. 

In regard to the mission-lands of San Jose de Aguayo, they 

were claimed by Dou Domingo Castelo, one of the king's en

signs, for his services at the presidio of San Saba; but, after 

a p1·otractcd lawsuit between him and the mission, tho title 

was vested in the Indians of the mission, on tho 18th of No

vember, 17GG, by purchase, for one hundred and fifty dollars. 

For a further illustration of ancient Rpanish titles, wo will 

refer to the grant to Luis de la Bega, in 1792. The lieuten

ant-gO\·ernor of Texas, Captain Juan Cortes, had issued an 

order that he would donate lands to all who had not received 

them. In pursuance of this order, La Bega presented his pe

tition, asking a title to a place called Las Castanas, where he 

bad a herd of mules, requesting that it be given him for the 

pasturage of his animals, "with all its inlets and outlets, uses 

.1.ud customs, for himself, his heirs and successors, at all times 

to use it as a lawful right, since from it benefit would result to 

him." The petition closes in tho usual form: "I petition you 

to please order to be done as already prayed, that thereby I 

may recei.e favor; and also to rcceh-e this on commou paper, 

there being nono of the pro11er kind [stamped]. I swear this 

is not in malice, but noces ary ," &c. On this petition, the 

lieutenant-governor says: "Lot it pass to tho solicitor" (pr<>

curador), in order that, without prejudice to a third party, be 

give the corre~pouding possession. The solicitor then declares 

that, in pursuance of the licutcnant-govcrno1·'s ordo1·, "he pro

ceeded to the place called Las Castaiias, and, baYing notified 

the settlers who joined and lived at tho place of my intention, 

I gave him from the place he petitions for as far as the bank 
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of the river Angelina, to tho east a league and a half, bound

ing with tho barrens, without being able to extend the other 

two courses on account of its being occupied: and taking tho 

said Don Jose Luis do la Bega by the hand, and between one of 

said leagues he placed the corresponding signs, and I granted 

him the corresponding possession in tho name of his majesty 

(whom God preserve!) in the presence of my assisting wit

nesses, with whom I act, for want of a notary public." 

'I'hcse three papers-tho petition, the order, and tho pos

se~sory act-constituted La Bcga's title. While they were 

flletl iu tho archfros of .Nacogdoches, the owner could have a 

certified copy. A title to a lot in Nacogdoches, granted tho 

same year to Pedro Google, is in the same form-the procura

dor stating in the possessory act that he led the said Pedro 

Gengle by the hand to the premises, and at each corner of the 

laud, '' as a sign of possession, he drove stakes, pulled up 

weeds, and threw stones." 

~omo years afterward, the large grants about the villages 

having covered most of tho lands, it became necessary to be a 

little more particular in extending titles. The grant ceased 

to follow as a matter of course upon filing tho petition; but 

the representative of the king first had an examination made, 

and a report of the result returned, upon which ho acted in 

l1is discretion; and sometimes a slight consideration was paid. 

In 1810, San Miguel presented his petition to Governor Sal

cedo for a g1·ant of a parcel of land lying three leagues from 

Xncogdochcs, situated on "Palisada creek, which joins with 

the Xana," adjoining the lands of his neighl>ors Pedro E~paga 

and Vicente Michelli. Tho reason he assigns for asking the 

grant is, that he is absolutely without any land on which to 

labor and keep his stock. The governor directed tho petition 

to 1,ass to Pedro Procela, a neighbor, whom he commissioned 

I 
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to go upon the premises, and examine, and report as to the 
quality and circumstances of the land, its waters, whether it 
was vacant, its value (in reference to the tariff for grazing
leagues), and whether a grant of it would be prejudicial to a 

third party. Manuel Delgado, clerk of the council, having cer
tified to the genuineness of the governor's decree, the papers 
were handed o,er to a notary, who notified Miguel and Procela 
of what was done, and caused them to sign an acknowledgment 

of the notice. 
Procela, thus commissioned, wont upon the premises with 

two assisting witnesses~ and made the required examination. 
It is proper to state that Procela was a friend of the applicant; 
and accordingly, in his report to the go,ernor, he represented 
the land as broken, bad winter pasturage, with no permanent 
water, and unfit for farming; and, having noticed particularly 
the circumstances of the land,.ho declared it afflicted with "an 

almost general epidemic of ticks, hornets, &c., which was com
mon to the jurisdiction" of Nacogdoches. He further declared 
tho land vacant, that it could be granted without prejudice, 
and, in conclusion, estimated the value of the whole tract (of 
twenty-five hundred acres) at five dollars! As to tho.govern

or's action upon this interesting report, we are not advised; 
but tho entire proceeding shows that it had become much more 

difficult to obtain titles to lands than formerly. 
As the majority of the inhabitants of Texas, at the time of 

the establishment of the colonial system, were civilized Indians 
and their descendants, the fruits of missionary labor, and know1, 
generally as " Mexicans," we will refer to the mode by which 
they acquired titles to their lands. It has already been seen 
that, in the establishment of the missions of Concepcion, San 

Juan, and Espada, the title and possession of the missions were 

formally vested in the Indians. By a royal cedula of the king 
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of Spain, of the 10th of September, 1772, the four missions 
around the presidia of .A.daes-viz., Our Lady del Pilar de 

los Adaes, Our Lady de lo.~ Dolores de los Aes, Our Lady de 

Guadalupe de los Nacogdoches, and Our Lady de la Luz del 

Orquizaco-were abolished, and, as we have seen, the con
vents removed to San Antonio, where lands were distributed 

to them on the east bank of the river. 
The order of the commandant-general De Nava, of April 10, 

1794, in directing the discontinuance of the Texan missions, 
also required the abolition of the community system by which 
the Indians held their property ; and they were placed upon 
the same footing as other Spanish subjects. While the order 
provided carefully for the morals of these new subjects of his 
majesty, by requiring the magistrates to ieo that professional 
gamblers and liquor-dealers did not enter into their towns, it 
also provided that, of the best lands belonging to each settle

ment (pueblo), there should be set apart eight lots of about 
fourteen acres each for their use, additional lots to be added 
as the number increased. The remainder of the league around 
the mission was to be divided among the Indians in right of 
inheritance, and titles extended to them in tho name of the 
1.ing-tho titles, howe,er, being limited to them and their de
scendants. Thus the missionaries ceased to have the adminis
tration of the Indians or their temporalitios, and they became 
as other Spanish subjects, responsible alone to the civil author

ity.* In spiritual matters, however, the Indians as well as the 

* The returns made of the number of Indinas in the mission of San Jo~, in 
pursuance of this order of De Nnvn, nre as follows: -

CJIRlSTIAN bDtANS-Men, 2~ ; women, 26; boys, 11; girls, 14; wid-
ows, 6 ................................. . .........••.•••• •• 84 

• PAGAN L,;ou.,;s (Jlentilei)-Men, 6; women, 5; boy, I; girle, 8, ••• 15 

Total ........ . ............................... • •••••• • ••• 99 
Retum of J1dy 30, 1794. 
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missionaries came under the jurisdiction of the bishop of the 
diocese. 

This decree of De Nava seems either not to have boon fully 

carried out in Texas, or else it ,vas confined to those missions 

under the influence of the expelled Jesuits (though wo do not 
find that they obtained a footing in Texas); for, by a decree 

of the Spanish cortes, of the 13th of September, 1813, all the 

missions in Texas were ordered to be secularized. This was 

probably induced by the democratic leanings of tho priests. 
It was·not until the 15th of September, 1823, that the supreme 

government of Mexico ordered the execution of the decree of 
the cortcs. Finally, in 1827, the legislature of Ooahuila and 

Texas divided out the mission-lands.* Thus, during the sev

eral changes of govornment, the same policy was pursued, and 
the" Mexicans" of Texas (Indios reducidos) received titles tCI 

their lands. But the various wars that occurred in Texas, be

tween 1810 and 1835, destroyed and drove off large numbers 

of the old inhabitants; their landmarks were obliterated, their 

titles destroyed and forgotten, and under the new order of 

things the same lands wcro relocated and granted once more 
to new settlers. 

Under the colonial system, the ancient mode of extending 

titles was generally observed. Foreigners being permitted and , 

invited to settle in the country, either came at their own ex

pense, and on their own account, or they were introduced by 

empresarios, who contracted with the government to bring in 
so many families, in consideration of the lands which were 

given to imch contractors for this senice.t The general colo

nization law declared that the state desired to augment the 

settlement of its territory, to advance the raising and increa~e 

* Decrees No. 37, November 26, 1827, aau No. 37, June 15, 1827 
t Doorce No. 10, A1-ticle S, et seq. 
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of stock, and the progress of commerce and the arts. For ag

ricultural purposes, a labor of land was allowed ; for grazing, 

a fourth of a league ; to a single man, a third ; and to each 

head of a family, a league. The first step in procuring the 

grant, after the domiciliation of the applicant, was a petition 

to the executive, representing the sovereignty of the state for, 
the title to the vacant lands in the state. But as it was not 

convenient for the governor to give hie personal attention to 

this matter, commissioners were appointed to represent him, 

and the petitions were addressed to them. These petitions 

merely sot forth the facts of the applicant's immigration, from 

what country, and the extent of bis family, if he had one. 

The commissioner, by a written order, remitted tho application 

to the empresario, for his examination n.nd report. The latter 
ha,·ing reported that the applicant was a colonist, the papers 

were returned to the commissioner, who issued an ordci- to the 
surveyor to survey and mark the lands designated, and make 

return with duplicate plots of the premises. Tho commissioner 
then decreed a title, anti put the party in possession. Ilo did 

not actually go with him upon the premises, as had been done 

in former times, but the decree set forth that he put him in 

real, actual possession of the lands. In this decree the condi

tions provided for by the law were inserted, viz., the setting 

up of permanent landmarks at the corners within one year, the 

cultivation of the lands, and the payment of the government 

dues within six years. The latter amounted to thirty dollars 

for a league of grazing-land, anti two and a half or three and 

a half dollars per labor, according as it was irrigable or not 
irrigable. 'l'here was a further condition in the decree that 

the land should not pass into mortmain. All these parts of the 

title being entered in a book, according to their date, consti

tuted what is known as a Spanish title. They were then care-
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fully copied off, and certified by the commissioner to be a faith

ful copy. This copy, with one of the maps, was delivered to 

the colonist as his title. They are sometimes called "second 

originals," and sometimes "testimonios." The originals were 

retained by the commissioners, and finally deposited in tho 

general land-office, where they can be referred to, as proof of 

the genuineness of the testimonio. This was the general form 

of the colonial head-right grants. In cases of purchase from 

the state, or of grants to tho military, the form was varied to 

suit the consideration and conditions of the law. 
Under the Texan land-law of the 14th of December, 1837, 

the American system is introduced. A. commissioner of the 

general land-office is created; also a board of commissioners 
for each county, to take proof and issue head-right certificates; 

and likewise a surveyor for each county, to survey, and make 

out and record field-notes of the land designated. These fi~ld
notcs, with the certificate, arc returned to the general land

office, examined, located on the map of lands, and, if found 
correct, and on vacant lands, a grant or patent, signed by tho 

governor and countersigned by the commissioner, passing un

der both their seals, issues to the party in the name of the 

state. Should the party's claim be for military services, he 

obtains his warrant from the war-office, and proceeds to locate 

it as a head-right certificate. So, likewise, in regard to land

,crip, the same course is pursued. 
Under this important law, hundreds of claims were presented 

and acted on early in 1838. Many locations, however, were 

made on these old Spanish grants, the parties being either ig

norant of their existence, or supposing them forfeited by non

performance of conditions. But, under the general principle 

that none but the state could set aside a grant for non-perform

ance of subsequent conditions, and a conflict of interests bav-
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ing pre,cuted any action in the Texan Congress or legislature 

on that point, the old grants have generally been sustained, 

and often to the prejudice of a more rapid immigration. Tho 

Congress, howc,er, remitted all the conditions annexed to head

right grants, except the government dues. 

The year 1838 opened well for Texas. During the latter 

months of 1837 a heavy immigration had come into the coun

try, the parties composing which brought with them substan

tial means and industrious habits. Tho Mexicans, to the num

ber of five or six hundred, had advanced as far as San Patri

cio, but soon retired, driving before them some two thousand 

head of cattle ranging west of the Kucccs. The prudent use 

of the promissory-notes of the republic, being receiYcd for du

ties and other public dues, had given a temporary relief to the 

treasury. The increase in the number of immigrants had also 

added to the imports and tariff clues. Lands had likewise 

risen in value ; so that Texas was in a prosperous condition. 

During the year 1837 her farmers had made good crops, that 

of cotton alone being estimated at fifty thousand bales, and 

worth at the selling prices two millions of dollars. . The new 

town of Galveston was beginning to rise in the public estima

tion. Commerce had sought out the harbor as the best in tho 

republic, and responsible mei·chants were beginning to settle 

there. As in 1836 a vessel scarcely anchored in the harbor 

once a month, now, in the beginning of 1838, ,esscls were ar

riving daily, and the harbor presented the appearance of au 

Atlantic port. The merchants who had previously confined 
their trade to Kew Orleans, were now extending their business 

to the eastern cities.* With the demand from the interior, 

* "Telegraph," February 1'7, 1S38. A writer in that paper of Juno 16, 1838, 
says lhat, tw~lve ;,,onths previous to that lime, there was but one building there, 
but at the time he wrote there were fifty or sixty elegant buildings, and fifteen 
or twenty ve.ssels in the harbor. 

VOL. II.-16 
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grew up the traffic between Galveston and IIouston. This 
trade was carri ,d on by four steamboats ; and the growth of 

the last-named town was equally rapid. For the first quarter 

of 1838, the imports at Galveston were over a quarter of a 

million, and the duties about fifty-one thousand dollars. 
The want of means had caused a reduction of the naval as 

well as military force of the republic; but at length the au

thorities succeeded in procuring the brig Potomac. This ves

sel was the only one afloat in the Texan navy in the summer 

of 1838. But, at that time, Texas had no need of a navy to 
defend her against her enemy; for the French government, 

having certain claims against Mexico, which she failed to meet, 

sent her, from on board the national frigate L' Herminie, off 

Sacrificios, an ultimatum, the substance of which was, that the 

republic, by the 15th of May, 1838, should pay six hundred 

thousand dollars claimed as indemnity:* The Mexican gov

ernment having rejected this ultimatum, her ports were block

aded on the 15th of April, and a considerable French naval 

force was assembling at Vera Cruz.t This blockade, which 
lasted for some time, gave peace to the western frontier of 

Texas. 
The diplomatic relations between Mexico and the United 

States, which, as we have seen, were so suddenly broken_ off, 

were again resumed. On the 20th of May, 1837, the Mexican 

Congress passed a law authorizing President Bustamente _to 

propose a reference of their differences to a third party. With 

this view, Senor Martinez was accreditod as ambassador to_ 

Washington, and submitted the proposition to the secretary of 

state.:J: It was accepted on the part of the United States, and 

* :M. Deffoudis to the Mexican Minister of Foreign Affairs, ?!larch 21, l 83S, 

t Pl'Oclomntion of blockade, April 15, 1888. 
t Martinez to Forsyth, April 7, 1838. 
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a convention proposed for making out the details of the refer
ence. 

The differences between Mexico and other nations freed 

Texas from present anxiety, relieved her from some expenses 
which she was ill able to bear, and gave her time to consoli

date her strength, thus increasing the improbability of another 

invasion. Yet she was preparing to protect her coasts and 

commerce. In pursuance of au act for augmenting the navy, 

approved November 4, 1837, Samuel M. Williams was appoint

ed by the president to contract for the vessels required by the 

law. Accordingly, on the 13th of November, 1838, he con

tracted with Frederick Dawson, of Baltimore, for one ship, 

two brigs, and three schooners, to be fully armed, furnished 

with provisions and munitions, and delivered in the port of 

Galveston, for which the contractor received two bonds of the 

republic of two hundred and eighty thousand dollars each, 

which might be redeemed by sterling bonds for five hund1·ed 

and twenty thousand dollars, or by payment of the face of the 

bonds with ten per cent. interest. If the bonds were not so 

satisfied by the 1st of December, 1839, then the bonds, depos

ited in the Girard bank, were to be delivered over to the con
tractors.* This was a portion of the loan. 

Li 1838, and for some time previous, the banks in the United 

States had ceased to redeem their paper; consequently, it was 

considerably under par. The promissory-notes of the govern

ment of Texas had suffered a like fate, and for a still stronger 

reason, that they were never redeemed with specie, but only 

in receipt of public dues. In New Orleans, they were received 

* Samuel M. Williams to Pl'esident of the Girard Bank, Novemb~r 29, 1838. 
Contract with Dawson, Appendix to Joumals of Fifth Congress, p. 202. Report 
of i\1. M. Potter, Chairman of Special Committee of the Texas Senate, January 
22, 1854. It is not very creditnble to Texas, that., after a lapse of more than 
fifteen years, these bonds are still unpaid. 
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tolerably well on their fast issuance, in November, 1837; but 

by the spring of 1838, after the issuance of half a million, they 

fell to fifty cents in the dollar. 
It was undoubtedly the true policy of Texas to sustain the 

credit of this paper, at least while it was used at all. To do 

this, it was necessary to limit tho amount circulated. But the 

Texan Congress, forgetful of the sage maxims of experience, 
passed a bill in May, 1838, requiring the secretary of the treas

ury to issue as much more. The president vetoed the measure, 

and, among his reasons for so doing, he stated, as the cause 
for the original adoption of the plan, that Texas had just come 

out of a war in which she had achieved freedom and glory; 

" but the struggle bad left us destitute and naked. There 

were no banks ; there was no money ; our lands could not be 

sold, and the public credit was of doubtful character. To 

avoid the absolute dissolution of the government, it became 

necessary to resort to· some expedient that might furnish tem

porary relief." As the relief intended was only temporary, it 

was desirable, to make it efficient, that tho issue of promissory

notes should be limited to the local demand, as it was impos

sible that such a currency could have credit abroad. The lim

ited issues already made had raised the price of merchandise 

in Texas one or two hundred per cent. higher than in the Uni

ted States, or in :rifcxico, or perhaps in any other country. The 

executive veto had the effect to pre,ent the enactment of the 

law and to sustain the credit of the paper then out.* ' . 
Tho constitution of the republic provided that the first presi-

dent elected by the people should hold his office for two years, 

and be ineligible to a re-election during tho next term; while 

succeeding presidents should hold their office for three years, 

and be alike ineligible. As, under this provision, Houston's 

* IIouse Jouronl, Texan Congress, ~fay, 1888, p. 119. 
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term would expire on the second Monday in December, 1838, 

the public had become interested in the election of his succes

sor. M. B. Lamar and Peter W. Grayson were the candidates 

brought forward by their respective friends, and supported with 

considerable zeal. The Texan newspapers of that year abound 

iu the same charges and denials, the same freedom and abuse 

of political discussion, exhibited in the press of the United 
States. Before the election, however, which was held on the 

3d of September, Colonel Grayson put an end to his life, at 
Bean's station, in Tennessee. :MIRABEAU B. LAMAR, his com

petitor, was elected president, with only a nominal opposition, 

and DAVID G. BURNET was chosen vice-president. 

The latter part of the year did not pass away without Indian 

disturbances. On tho 10th of August, Colonel Karnes, with a 

company of twenty-one men, was attacked by two hund1·ed Ca

manches, uoar the Arroyo Seco. The sarngos were defeated 

and routed with the loss of so,eral warriors, while the Texans 

suffered no loss, except in the wounding of Colonel Karnes. 

.About the same time, there was a strange rebellion-if such 

it might be called-at Nacogdoches. On tho 4th of August, a 

party of citizens went in pursuit of some stolen horses. They 

found them secreted in a Mexican settlement. On their re
turn, they were fired on, and one of their number killed. Sev

eral persons then followed the trail of the murderers. It was 

soon found, from the size of tho trail, that the number of Mexi

cans, as they were believed to be, was large, and the pursuers 
returned. On the 7th, Colonel John Durst reported to Gen

era.I Rusk that there were a. hundred or more Mexicans en
camped about the Angelina, under tho command of N athanicl 

Norris, Cordova, and Cruz. General Rusk made an immedi: 

ate requisition fot· men. A company of sixty volunteers from 

the town of Douglass was pos ted at the lower crossing of the 

r 
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• Angelina. On tho 9th, they reported that they liad been fired 

on, and asked for assis_tance. This report pro,ed to be incor

rect, but the enemy was found to be posted on the right bank 

of tho river. On the 10th, it was reported that the Mexicans 
had been joined by about three hundred Indians; and on the 

e,ening of that day their force amounted to six hundred men. 

On the same day, President Ho~ston, then at Nacogdoches, re

ceived a letter from the Mexican leaders, disclaiming allegi

ance to Texas. Having done this, the malcontents set out on 

their march for the Cherokee nation. Houston, being advised 

of this movement, directed General Rusk not to cross the An

gelina. Major Augustin was detached with one hundred and 

fifty men to follow the Mexican trail; while the main body of 

the Texans, under General Rusk, marched toward the head

quarters of Bowles, {he Cherokee chief, whither he understood 

the enemy bad gone. On reaching the Saline, he discovered 

that the insurgent leaders had fled to the upper Trinity, and 
that their followers had dispersed. This emeute was in every 

way remarkable, nor did any subsequent discovery explain its 

object. The leaders must have known that a successful revo

lution was hbpossible; and, after the rebels wore embodied, 

they shed no blood, nor did they offer to do so. The move

ment probably arose, in the first instance, from that mutual 

want of confidence existing between the two races since 1835.* 

* "Redlaoder," September, 1838. The Me:xicaos having a11Sembled ot Lbs 
Angelina, President Houston issued his pt·oclamation on the 8th of August, re
quiring them to return to their homes, under the penalty of being declared e~e
mies lo the republic. To this proclamation their leaders sent the followmg 
reply:-

"The citizens of Nacogdoches, being tired of unjast treatment, oud of the 
usurpation of their rights, can not do less than state that they are embodied, 
with orms in their hands, to sustain those right,, and those of the nation lo 
which they belong. They are ready to shed the last drop of their blood; and 
declare, as they have heretofore done, that they do not acknowledge the exist
iug laws, through which they ore offered guaranties (by the proc1nmaliou) for 
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A.gain, on the 25th of October, 1838, at Jose Maria village 

(since occupied as Fort Graham), a bloody battle was fought 

by a number of Texans, under Colonel Neil, and a portion of 

the Camancbes located there. After a fierce conflict, the In

dians fled, leaving many of their warriors slain.* On the 20th 

of the same month a party of surveyors was attacked by the 

Camanches within five miles of Bexar, and two of them killed. 

.A party of thirteen citizens went out to disco.er the enemy's 

intentions, when, three miles from the place, they were attacked 
by more than a hundred Indians. On being charged, the sav

ages gave way, and then closed upon the Texans' rear, killing 

eight and wounding four of them. t 
And again, on the 14th of October, General Rusk, at the 

head of two hundred men hastily levied, arrived at Fort Hous

ton, on the Trinity, in pursuit of a motley collection of Indians 

and Mexicans, who had been committing depredations on the 

frontier. Learning there that the marauders were at the Kick

apoo town, he marched to that place, and encamped at sunset, 
on the 15th. At daybreak, on the 16th, the engagement com

menced and continued for about fifteen minutes, when Rusk , . 
ordered a charge. It was instantly made, upon which the 

enemy fled, and were pursued for neady a mile, leaving ole,on 

their lives and properties. They only nsk I.bat you will not molest their forui
liee, promising in good faith to do the same in regard to yom'8. 

"V1c&NTE ConoovA, "A. CoRDA, 

"NAT. NORRIS, "C. MORALES, 

0 Au.guat 101 1838.'' 

"J. ARRIOLA, 

"J. Vtc&NTE M101IELI, 

" J. SANTOS CoY, 

"JosuuA ROBERTSON, 

"JOAN Jos& RooruQuES," 
and others. 

Antonio Manchncn, who visited their cnmp, reported about one hun~red and 
twenty 11exicans and twenty-five Biloxi and Jooaes Indians present, which num• 
ber was no doubt correct.-Manchaca's Report, A119u&t 17, 1838. 

* "Southwest American," August 18, 1838. 
t "Telegraph," November 3, 1852. 
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dead on the field. 'l'he Texans had a like number wounded, 

but none killed.* 
Thus tbe whole frontier was lighted up with tbe flames of a 

savage war. The immediate cause of these hostilities is to be 

found in the opening of the land-offices in the beginning of the 

year. Surveyors and locators, desiring to select the best lands, 

had gone out beyond the settlements, and began their opera

tions. The Indians, seeing them at work, were not slow to 

believe what the l\fexicans had told them-that the white 

people would take all their hunting-grounds, and drive tliem 

off. Their attacks upon the frontiers were in resistance of this 

movement. 

The third Congress convened on the 5th of November, and 

appointed a joint committee to wait on President Houston and 
inform him that the two houses were organized, and ready to 

receive any written communications he might wish to make, 

which duty was performed. .A.s the constitution declared that 

the president "should, from time to time, give Congress infor

mation of the state of the republic, and recommend for their 

consideration such measures as he might deem necessary," 

without specifying in what mode be should do it, he did not 

concur with them in this interpolation upon that instrument. 

He replied to them Yery briefly, transmitting the reports of the 

several departments, and thus concluded : "Had no restriction 
been placed by the resolution on the right of the president to 

select the mode in which he would convey proper intelligence 

to Congress, and ' recommend such measures as he might deem 

necessary,' he had important information to lay before the hon• 

orable body, and would ha,e rendered it with pleasure, under 

the constitutional right secured to him, and in discharge of his 

duties; but, for reasons which to his mind are satisfactory, he 

* Rusk to Pnrker, October 23, 1 S38. 
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ueclines for the present any further communicat .. n." This 

brought the two departments of the government to a stand. 
The house of representati,·cs, iu which the interpolation origi

nated, had got into an awkward position. .A. motion wa~ made 

to retrace their steps, but consistency p~cveuted. .A. committee 

was appointed, which reported favorably to the written mes

sage. Still it did no good: the constitution spoke for itself; 

and it was well known that, under a like clause in the consti

tution of the United States, the first two presidents had deliv

ered their messages in person. To supply the want of such 
info.rmation, ,;-arious calls were made and answered on specific 

points. 
The report of the secretary of the treasury, for the year 

ending September, 1838, exhibited a net revenue from imports 

of over two hundred and seventy-eight thousand dollars ; a 

circulation of promissory-notes to the amount of six hundred 
and eighty-four thousand dollars; a funded debt of more than 

four hundred and twenty-seven thousand dollars; and unpaicl 

audited claims amounting to over seven hundred and seventy
five thousand dollars. The exact aggregate of the last lhree 

items shows the indebtedness of the republic at that time to 

ha,e been one million, eight hundred and eighty-six thousand, 

four hundred and twenty-five dollars::, 
The financial condition of Texas was greatly improved, not

withstanding the revolutionary debt was pressing upon her. 

Iler peovle had been engaged in agriculture, and immigration 

liad enhanced the value of lands and provisions. Those who 

11ad to sell, found a ready market. Measures were taken to 

collect a direct tax, though as yet nothing had been thus real-

* Mr. Gouge is parliculurly severe upon the financial operulions of Texns nt 
Lhi• period. Ile ought to h,1ve rememl>eNd thnt "poor people mu.st do ns they 
con;• aud that speculntors, seeing nt that time the necessities of the young 1·e 
pulilic, pluudct•cd he1· without mercy. -Fitcal Hi8tory of T,:ra,, p. 82, et mz. 
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ized. As the new-comers now constituted a majority of the 

inhabitants, the control of affairs foll pretty much into their 

own hands. 'l'hey were ardently desirous to be annexed to 

the mother-country, and, the better to attain this object, it was 

deemed by some to be good policy to withdraw the proposition 

of annexation from the cabinet at Washington. This course was 

recommended by President Houston to the second Congress, 

but failed by a close vote. In the Congress of the United 

States, the question of annexation bad been warmly discussed, 

the subject of slavery forming an extensive element in the op
position. While the American government could not, in good 

faith to Mexico, accede to the proposition, as long as there 

was the least prospect of the latter power carrying on the war 

against her revolted province, she was yet very kindly 

disposed toward the government and people of Texas. The 

convention for running the boundary-line was settled, and kind 

offices in every way extended. The Texan policy of withdraw

ing the proposition for annexation, reducing her duties on im

ports, and thus inviting a profitable commerce with Great Brit

ain and France, was admirably calculated to excite the jealousy 

of the disaffected portion of the United States, and to hasten 

that union which the young republic seemingly repelled. We 

shall see the effect of this policy. 
Among the distinguished dead of Texas this year may be 

mentioned James Collingsworth and John A. Wharton. Col

lingsworth was the first chief-justice of the supreme court of 

the republie. He was a man of fine talents, great urbanity, 
and a devoted and valuable friend to Texas in her struggle. 

He had a ple~sant wit, was a most admirable companion, and 

of scrupulous integrity. He had emigrated to Texas to rid 

himself of a false habit, which unfortunately pursued him, and 

brought him to a premature grave. John .A. Wharton had 
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come to Texas in 1829. Throughout her long contest with 

Mexico, she found no truer or more gallant defender. Ile 

died just as President Houston's first term was expiring. .A 

reference to the letter written by him to Houston in 1829, invi

ting him to Texas, and to the distinguished part subsequently 

taken by each in the affairs of their adopted country, will afford 

materials for solemn reflection. Collingsworth and Wharton 

were both from Nashville, Tennessee. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ON the 9th of December, 1838, the ceremony of the inaugu

ration of President Lamar occurred in front of the capitol, and 

in the presence of an immense concourse of people. After the 

valedictory of President Houston, General Lamar delivered 
his inaugural address.* In that well-written paper, he says: 

" The character of my administration may be anticipated in the 

domestic nature of our government and tho peaceful habits of 
the people. Looking upon ag1·iculture, commerce, and the use

ful arts as the true basis of all national strength and glory, it 
' will be my leading policy to awaken into vigorous .activity the 

wealth, talent, and enterprise, of the country; and, at the same 
time, to lay the foundation of those higher institutions for moral 

and mental culture without which no government on demo

cratic principles can prosper, nor the people long preserve 

their liberties." On the subject of annexation, he remarked: 
"I have never been able myself to perceive the policy of tho 

desired connection, or discove·r in it any advantage, either 

civil, political, or commercial, which could possibly result to 

Texas. But, on tho contrary, a long train of consequences, 

* "H was received," says the Telegraph, "with general npprobation. It was 

P
leasin" to notice the remarknble degree or confidence ancl esteem that wns ev-

" . . H • 1 t ·mou•l~ re-erywhere manifested toward President Lamar. e 1s a mos unam - , . 
h• cl • • t ntion garcled 68 the pride nod ornament of his country; and from ts n mini~ r 

the most fortunate results nre expecLed." -Telegraph, lJecember 12, 1888. 
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of the most appalling character and magnitude, have never 

failed to present themselves whenever I have entertained the 

subject, and ,'.>reed upon my mind the unwelcome conviction 

that the step, once ta.ken, would produce a lasting regret, and 

ultimately prove as disastrous to our liberty and hopes as the 

triumphant sword of the enemy." 
Shortly after the inauguration of the new president, the peo

ple of Texas were gratified with the intelligence of the capture 

of Vera Cruz. The blockade by the French not availing to 

bring the government to terms, Admiral Baudin despatched a 

messenger to General Rincon, the Mexican commandant, in

forming him that he was about to attack the castle of San Juan 

d'Ulloa. This for~ress, situated on an island in the harbor, 

was defended by ono hundred and sixty pieces of artillery and 

about five thousand men. The bombardment commenced about 

two o'clock in the afternoon of the 27th of November, and was 
so well directed, that in four hours, after a loss of six hundred 

men in killed and wounded, the Mexicans capitulated, marched 

out of the castle, and the French took possession. By permis

sion of the victors, a small Mexican force was allowed to re

main in the city to preserve order. 
President Lamar sent in his message to Congress on the 21st 

of December. It was lengthy, and, with the exception of some 

historical inaccuracies, well written. He laid down his course 

of policy with great frankness. Among the measures recom

mended was a national bank, to " be the exclusi vc property 

and under the exclusil"e control of the republic."-" Such a 

bank," says he, " incorporated for a suitable term of years, 

founded on a specific hypotheca,tion of a competent portion of 

the public domain, which should be immediately appropriated 

to that purpose, with the additional guaranty of the plighted 

faith of the nation, and an adequate deposite of specie in its 
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vaults, would, it is confidently believed, confer m:rny eminent 

and continued blessings upon the country."* Happily for 

Texas, there was too much of the democratic element in her 

councils to adopt this exploded policy. Iler statesmen had 
learned in the older states many valuable lessons on this sub

ject: among them, that a paper currency was not money, and 

that it could not represent money, unless there was, at a con

venient point, money to bo represented by it; that Texas bad 

no money, and could only obtain it honestly by paying a con

sideration; that her credit was already exhausted, and could 

not be further extended except at ruinous rates of interest, in 

which the lender was paid as well for the risk he run as for 

the money be loaned. In addition to these facts, they bad just 

witnessed a terrible conflict in tho United States between a. 
national bank and 011e of the most popular of her presidents, 

in which the victory was long suspended. Such an institution 

in Texas, even had it been possible to procure a specie basis, 

would have proved a source of boundless political corruption. 

President Lamar further stated that, " when the bank shall 

have fully gone into operation, and developed its satisfactory 

influences on the pecuniary transactions of the country ... it 

is hardly conceivable that any fortuitous combination of events 

could occasion an extensive demand for the metals. The ordi

nary current wants of the country would be regularly supplied; 

and it is not probable that any respectable merchant or other 
capitalist would risk his character, either to gratify his spleen 

or his a,arice, by getting up a captious run on a sound and 

sol vent bank, which involves the reciprocal relations of citizens 

and country, and is an object of universal patriot:c pride and 

endearment." During the war of the American Revolution, 

* Mr. Gouge's comments on this portion of the message are quite appropriate. 
- Fiscal Ilistory of Tezaa, p. 89 . 

• 
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when the continental paper, for the redemption of which tho 

public faith was pledged, had become so depreciated, that pur

chases could scarcely be made with it, the Congress resolved 

that any one who should refuse to receive it at par in business 

transactions should suffer a certain penalty. Yet neither the 

character nor patriotic pride of the merchant or capitalist, nor 

the penalties of the law, induced them to take it at par. As a 

marketable commodity, it passed at the market price; and, to 

demand and enforce more, was robbe.-y. 
-However, the message wont to the Texan Congress for its 

consideration. 
To bring up properly the eYcnts of 1839, we must recur to 

what was done in Mexico. The agreement between Admiral 

Bandin and General Rincon, the commandant at Vera Cruz, 
was not ratified by the Mexican government: on the contrary, 

Santa Anna was despatched wi.th five thousand troops to drive 

the French out of the place. In attempting this, he lost his 

leg, together with many of his troops. On the 9th of March, 
1839, a treaty was made between Mexico and France, which, 

being shortly afterward ratified, the French forces left the ter

ritory of the republic, and the gallant admiral paid Texas a 

visit on his way home.* 
The federal party in Mexico, taking advantage of Busta

mente's engagements in repelling the French, declared for the 

constitution of 1824. The civil war thus ensuing raged over 

a great portion of the confederacy, with more or less success 

on the part of the insurgents. In Tampico, they routed the 

centralists under the command of General Piedras (formerly 
well known at Nacogdoches), and disposed of that officer after 
the Mexican fashion. About this time, General Mexia arrived 

at Tampico, and found Urrea in command of the federalists. 

* Baudin's order of the day, March 29, 1839. 
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These two chiefs, having raised a considerable force, set out • 
for the capital. In the meantime, Bustamente assumed tho 

command of tbe army in person, leaving Santa Anna to act as 

president in his absence. Ile marched to encounter the feder

alists, and met them about the first of May, at A.cojete, near 

Puebla, whore a terrible battle ensued, in which the federal 

army was totally defeated. General Mexia was captured, and, 

of course, immediately shot, while Unea fled for his life. The 

civil war was, in fact, by this contest, virtually ended, though 

much strife and bloodshed continued on the frontiers. 
The Mexican federalists were well disposed toward Texas, 

and their leaders did not fail to keep up a correspondence with 

the republic. A trade of some importance sprang up between 
Bexar and the Rio Grando. Indeed, Texas was so much de

ceived by these evidences of friendship, that she thought nego

tiations might be started for a peace. With this view, Barnard 

E. Bee was despatched as a minister to Mexico, and the Texan 

minister at Washington was instructed to engage the mediation 

of the United States, and the good offices of Mr. Fox, the Brit

ish minister there, to bring about the same end. Mr. Forsyth, 

the secretary of state, did write to Mr. Ellis, to inquire of the 

Mexican government whether the mediation of the American 

cabinet was desired; and Mr. Fox promised to write to Mr. 

Pakenham, the British minister in Mexico, favorably to the 

claims of Texas::+ Mr. Dunlap, the Texan minister at Wash

ington, also had some confidential conversations with Seiior 

Martinez, ambassador to that government from Mexico, on the 
same subject. The latter conversed quite frankly; but Mr. 

Dunlap was somewhat too strong in his demands when he 

spoke of extending the western boundary of Texas to the Pa• 

* Jomes Webb to Richnrd G. Dunlap, March 14, 1889. Richard 11. Dunlap 

to J. P Ilenderson, May 24, 1839, 
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cific, so as to include the fine harbor of San Francisco ! He 

also wrote Senor Martinez a letter, recapitulating the topics 

of their conversation. Martinez answered him very politel 
b t t . . y, 
u no as a mrn1ster, and promised to send his letter to the 

Mexican government.* 

.As these diplomatic movements seemed to be predicated 

upon the success of the federal party in Mexico, they were 

completely ~heckmated by the battle of A.cajete, referred to 
on the preV1ons page. It was the centralist party that first 

made war on 'fexas; it was the centralist party which she had 
so signally overwhelmed; and it was still with that party

proud, bigoted, and impotent, as it was-that she had to deal. 

The Texan minister was not received, nor did he e,·en present 
his papers. t • 

Pr~vious. to the French attack on Vera Cruz, and the civil 

wa~ m. M.exico, that government had commenced a system, 
which, if it had been carried out as was intended, would have 
been most disastrous to Texas. Its object was to turn· loose 

upon her all the Indian tribes upon her borders, from the Rio 
Grande to Red river. Of this fact the Texan rro,ernment ob-
t. d b ame undoubted evidence. Before the revolt of the Mexicans 
at Nacogd h y· . oc es, 1cente Cordova had been in correspondence 
with the enemy at Matamoras. In July, 1838, he addressed 

D 
* 

1
R. G. Dunlap to F. P. Martinez, October 8, 1839. F. P. )fartinez to R G 

un RP, October 9, 1839. • • 
t The Vern Cruz " Oemor'' k ti f tl • • cios· "W d . spo e rns o 1e Texan minister when off Sacrifi-

in • d' e O not know which most to admire, the audacity of those brigands 
sen Ing us their pedler to k to 11 robber or' 88 us a ow tl1e peaceable possession of their 

nppri~ h' th~ nnswe~ the commondnut-general gave to the individual who 
re I it aim o the nr_r1val of this quixotic embnssndor. Fl'om the tenor of the 

P
ri~~ "~penr~hthat, if he lands, he will be accommodated with lodgings at the 

• a,e,•ert dess, the •upre -11 , nitely t b d " me government w, designate what ought dcfi-
0 e one. The command t b • nation call 

O 
ti an says e 18 not awnre of the existence of a 

bellion oga~ t:' ;cpublic of Texas;' but only of a horde of adventurers, in re-
V ms e aws of tho government of the republic.» 

OL. ll.-17 
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a letter to Manuel Flores, the Indo-Mexican agent at Mo.tamo

ras, stating that be held a commission from Filisola., to raise 

the Indians as auxiliaries to the Mexican army' and bad ~1-

roady entered on his duties. He wished to co-operate with 

Floros, and have an understanding with him_ as to ~he mode of 

d ·e . and for that purnosc be desired, if possible, to have 
proce ur , ,. F'l' 

t. d ersonal consultation * Cordova wrote to 11-a mee mg an p · • 
sola on the 29th of August and the 16th of September, 1838, 

from the head-waters of the Trinity, giving him an account of 

his progress. The departure of Flores from Matam~ras was, 

from some cause delayed till the spring of the followmg year. 
In the meantime: on the 27th of February, 1839,t Brigadier

General Canalizo, who bad succeeded Filisola at Mo.tamoras, 

sent his instructions to CordoYa-the same that had been 
given to Flores-to excite the frontier Indians to ~ake war 

011 
Texas. Ho said it was in the power of the Indians, and 

also for their interest, to prevent the Texans from taking ad
vanta<>'C of the troubles in Mexico ; that they must not trust to 

flying
1

'\uvasions, but to operations having a more permanent 

effect-causing, if not daily injury, at least perpetual alarm 

and inquietude to the enemy, and depriving them of their co~

merce, the spoils of which were to go to the Indians. While 
the saYages were to be cautioned not to go near the boundary 

of the United States, they were to occupy the line of Bexar, 

about the Guadalupe, and from the source to the mouth of the 
San Marcos. "This position," continues Canalizo, "is the mo5t 

f d h f Flores when he * Thi. Jetter, among other papers, was oun on t e person o • 

was killed. . S3 Thi! 
t Senate Document No. 14, Thirty-second Congress, second session, P· • d 

. d d "1838'' • th • ntcd document, an Jetter from Canalito to Cordova •• ate 10 8 pr• . II 
M D I h • • ter at W asbmgton. also in the copy seat from T"xas to r. un ap, er m101s . . 

should be 1889. It refers to the hostilities with France, which d•~ not~ 
till after its date. And another fact should be borne in mind: Canahzo WI!! D 

in command at Matamoras at that time. 
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fa,orable for the friendly Indians (as well as far the friendly 

Mexicans), in order that they shall have the enemy in front 

only, keeping a friendly and generous nation as Mexico in the 
rear." They were not to cease to harass the Texans for a 

single day-" to burn their habitations, to lay waste their 

fields," and, by rapid and well-concerted mtvements, to draw 

their attention in every direction ; and if the Texans should 

assemble in considerable bodies, the Indians were directed to 

hang about them in small parties, and to harass them day and 

night, endeavoring at every cost to cut off (steal) their horses. 

The instructions to Cordova were to be sent to him, and he 

and Flores were to have an interview as soon as possible. 

They were required, however, to extend humane treatment to 

defenceless persons of both sexes and of all ages. They were 

to pursue and punish all Indians friendly to the Texans, and 

all Mexicans who traded with them. Canalizo, in his letter to 
Cordova, informed him that, as soon as the hostilities with 

France should terminate, the Mexican army, greatly Jncre~sed, 
would proceed to recover Texas. Flores had messages from 

Canalizo to the chiefs of the Co.ddoes, Seminoles, Biloxas, Cher

okees, Kickapoos, Brasos, Twowokanaes, and perhaps others, 

promising them the lands on which they had settled, and assu

ring them that they need " expect nothing from those greedy 
adventurers for land, who wish oven to deprive the Indians of 

the sun that warms and vivifies them, and who would not cease 

to injure them while the grass grows and water runs." 

Such were the instructioRs under which Commissioner Flores 
set out on his mission. Cordova had been hanging about the 
Indian camps high up on the Trinity and Brasos rivers, his 
followers greatly reduced. On the 14th of l\fay, Flores and 

his party of twenty-five marauders, about half of whom were 

Indians, passed between Seguin and Bexar, where they commit-
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ted some murders. They were pursued by Lieutenant James 

o. Rice and seventeen men, who overtook them on the San 

Gabriel fork of Little river, about fifteen miles from A.ustin. 

Rice and his party attacked and killed Flores and two others, 
and put the balance to flight, who left behind them t~eir plun

der, consisting of three hundred pounds of powder, a like quan
tity of shot, balls, and bar-lead, and more than a hundred mules 

and horses.* But, what was of most importance to Texas, the 

correspondence before referred to fell into the hands of the 
victors. How many Indian tribes had been supplied previous 

to this capture, we can not tell. The discovery of this corrl7 

spondence was a most fortunate thing for the republic; for, 

had the insidious plots of the enemy been carried out, and the 
flames of a savage war spread along the entire frontier, fol

lowed by an invasion from Mexico, it would have done her a. 
serious injury. Such was doubtless the intention of Mexico; 

and it was a courageous resolve in the authorities of that 

nation to pl.ace the Indians in front. They reasoned, no doubt, 

that, by the time their savage allies had stolen the horses of 

the Texans, ravaged their fields, and burnt their habitatio~, 

tho main body of the invading army could succeed better Ill 

the reconquest of the revolted province. 
It will be observed that Canalizo, in his instructions, directed 

that no approach should be made toward the frontier of the 

United States. There was but one dangerous tribe of Indians 
in that direction-the Caddoes. A portion of this tribe bad 

been taken by General Rusk in November, 1838, disarmed, 

and handed over to their agent in Shrevepor\ where they en

tered into a treaty to remain until the war between Texas and 

the balance of the tribe should cease.t These Indians, and in 

* Senate Document No. 14, Thirty-second Congress, second session, P· 26• 
t E. Burleson to the Secretary of War, May 22, 1889. 
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fact some Qf the tribes in Arkansas, had been under the influ

ence of Cordova. 

That chieftain, making his way westward with bet\~een sixty 

and seYenty Mexicans, Indians, and negroes, encamped on the 

26th of March at the foot of tho Colorado mountains. Colonel 

Burleson, getting nows of him, collected eighty men, started on 

his trail, and overtook him on the Guadalupe. After the first 

fire, the enemy fled, and were followed for four miles, when 

night prevented further pursuit. Twenty-fire or thirty of 

th\!111 were killed, but their leader made his escape to the Rio 
Grande. Thus terminated the mission of Flores and Cordova. 

But the spirit of war thus awakened in tho Indians was not so 
easily allayed. 

On the 25th of January, 1839, three companies of volunteers 

were organized in the upper settlements on the Colorado, and 

placed under the command of Captain John II. Moore, with 

orders to march against the Camanches. They proceeded up 

the Colorado until the 14th of February, when they arrived 

within ten miles of the Indian village. After nightfall, they 

marched cautiously to within about a mile of the village, where 

they dismounted, tied their horses, and sent eight mounted 
Lipan Indians to stampede the Camanches' caballada. The 

main body of the rangers, having advanced to within three 

hundred yards of the enemy, were discovered. This was just 

at daybreak. Captain Moore now ordered a charge. It was 

promptly made, the troops throwing open the doors of the wig

wams, or pulling them down, and slaughtering Lhe enemy in 
their beds. The Catnanehes retreated to a bend in the bayou, 

and formed for defence. The smoke had so increased the 

darkness, that the Texans retired for a few moments to reload 

their pieces. They had scarcely formed, however, when the 

Camanchcs charged them in front and flank. These onsets 
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continued, at short intervals, until ten o'clock, when the fire 
of the Indians came from a greater distance. Captain Moore 

sent ten ~en to reconnoitre, who reported the enemy to be rnry 

numerous. About half-past eleven o'clock, the Indians ceased 
firing; and the Texans, believing their force was insufficient to 

drive them from their secure position, retired to their horses, 
a mile below. In fifteen minutes after their arrival, howe,er, 

they were surrounded by from three to five hundred of the Ca

manches, who opened a fire on them. This the Texans soon 

silenced, when the Indians sent in a flag, stating that they had 

five white prisoners- a woman and four children-probably 

hoping for a sale or an exchange. The fight was not renewed. 

Captain Moore bad in his command sixty-three white men and 

sixteen Lipan Indians, and bad one killed and six wounded. 

The Camanches lost about thirty killed, and a like number 

wounded.* 
A.bout the last of February, a party of Indians, having com-

mitted several murderst some twelve miles above Bastrop, 
were pursued and attacked by about fifty Texans. Tho saY· 

ages havi11g the advantage of position, the whites fell back; 

but being reinforced by thirty more, under Colonel Burleson, 

they again advanced. The Indians took a good position, and 

the fight commenced at one o'clock in the afternoon. The In
dians were greatly superior in numbers, and continued the con

flict until dark, when they retreated, having twenty or thirty 

killed. The Texan loss was three killed. 
On Sunday, the 27th of May, Captain John Bird, having 

marched from Fort Milam to Fort Smith, on Little river, dis

covered Indians near the latter place. A.t one o'clock in the 

* Report of I.he Secretary of Wnr, November, 1839, p. 42. 
t Among these murders were the killing of Mrs. Colemon and her child.-

0meral B11rle&on to the Secretary of War, March 2, 1889. 
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afternoon, Captain Bird, with thirty-five in rank and file, pro

ceeded against them. .After a march of five miles, they came 

in sight of twenty-seven Indians. Pursuing them three miles 

farther, they found themselves within a hundred and seventy

fire yards of the enemy, arrayed in order of battle. The Tex

ans charged upon them, both parties being mounted, and kept 

up tho pursuit for three miles, but to no purpose, for the sav

ages could not be overtaken. The Texans then returned • but 
' 

after retracing their steps for half a mile, they were suddenly 

surrounded by about forty Indians, who shot their arrows from 

every direction. The Texans made for a ravine six hundred 

yards in front, which they succeeded in reaching, in spite of 

the desperate attempts to prevent ·them by the savages, who 

now retired to the top of a hill three hundred yards distant. 

In about half an hour, the Indians advanced in full view, hav

ing their number increased to some two hundred and forty. 
They raised the war-wl1oop along their whole line, and charged 

upon the ra.vine with fearful yells. The Texans gave them a 

deadly reception, and they retired again to the bill, carrying 

off their dead and wounded. A second desperate charge was 
made, and was again repulsed with a like list of killed and 

wounded. After a fight of more than an hour, the Indians 

retrco.tc<l to the hill, with a heavy loss of men and horses. 

Darkness coming on, both parties retired. The Texans lost 

fiyc killed, among whom was their gallant captain, and had 

two wounded. The loss of the savages wae supposed to be 
thirty killed. -x-

ln the hostile movements of this year, our attention is called 
to tho war with tho Cherokees. Agt·eeing with President La

mar as to the destiny of this people, we will refer to some of 
the facts and discussions on the subject. 

* Report of Nnthan Brookshire, commanding, May 81, 1889. 
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The treachery of Cordova, aud the warlike demonstrations 

of the Indians in eastern Texas in 1838, arc already before 

the reader, and their ca.uses known. The president, in his 

message of the 21st of December, 1838, assumed the position 

that tho immigrant lndian tribes had no legal or equitable 

claim to any portion of the territory included within the limits 

of Texas ; that the federal government of Mexico neither con

ceded nor promised them lands, nor civil rights; that it was 

not nece!lsary to inquire into the nature and extent of the 

pledge given to tho Cherokees by the consultation of 1835 and 

the treaty of February, 1836, consequent upon it, for-the treaty 

was ncYer ratified by any competent authority. 

Now the facts are, that in 1822, long before any colonist 

had settled in crrstcrn Texas, or any colony contract had been 

made for that section, the Cherokees emigrated to Texas. They 

established a village north of Nacogdoches- the town, at that 

time, being a waste, lately swept by the forces of Long and 

Perez. On the 8th of November of that year, the Cherokees, 

by Captain Richard and others of their head men, entered into 

an agreement with the government of Texas, by which it was 

stipulated that certain Cherokee chiefs should proceed with 

their interpreters to ~Iexico, to treat with Iturbide for the set• 

tlemcnt of their tribe where it was then located. In the mean

time, the agreement guarantied to the Cherokees the free and 

peaceful right to cultivate their crops, and the privileges of na

tives. The chief!! proceeded to Mexico, and the imperial govern

ment having satisfied them-whether verbally or in writing is 

immaterial-they returned. .A.n order from the supreme govern

ment was despatched to the commandant-general of the eastern 

provinces, and by him to the governor of Coahuila and Texas, 

dated August 15, 1831, and by the latter to the political chief 

of Bexar, dated September 1, 1831, directing a compliance 
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with the promises made by the supreme government to the 

Cherokees. The governor states in his communication that, 

"for the preserrnlion of peace with the agricultural tribes, ho 

had offered them their establishment on a fixed tract of land, 

and they had selected it." He requested the political chief 

to put them in possession, with corresponding titles. The po

litical chief, on the ~5th of September, replied that the matter 

should be attended to in accordance with the prescribed forms. 

.A.gain, on the 22d of March, 1832, Colonel Piedras was com

missioned by the political chief to put the Cherokee families 

into individual possession of the lands they possessed:~' Wheth

or there was any actual, written title, is unknown and immate

rial. In the empresario concession afterward made to David 

G. Burnet, and including part or all of their settlement, the 

lauds already appropriated were excepted from those to be 

occupied by the colonists under Burnet. 

For fourteen years the Cherokees had occupied this land, 

holding it in quiet and undisputed possession. They were 

not intruders on the whites, for they were there first. The 

Mexican authorities recognised them, as an agricultural tribe, 

with Mexican priYileges, and Colonel Bean was official agent 

for them, in common with other tribes. No ,·oicc had been 

raised against thcil- title. IL was deemed by all both legal and 

cqititable. To give weight and dignity to this title, the con

sultation of November, 1835, at a time when Texas was weak, 

when a heavy cloud hung over her hopes, and her liberties 

were suspended upon a most unequal and unjust war, made a 

Yery solemn pledge to those Indians, acknowledging their just 

claim to their lands, setting forth the boundaries thereof, and 

saying further: ""\V c solemnly declare that we will guaranty 

to them the peaceable enjoyment of their rights to their lands 

• Report of the Committee on Iudinn Affaira, Texas Senate, Jnounry 22, 1840. 
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as we do our own. We solemnly declare that all grants, sur. 

veys, or locations of lands, within the bounds hcroinbefore 

mentioned, made after the settlement of the said Indians, are, 

and of right ought to be, utterly null and void." To make it, 

if possible, still stronger, the consultation resolved that each 

member sign it as a " pledge of the public faith, on the part of 
the people of Texas." And they did sign it: the names of 

Wharton, Waller, Martin, Ilouston, Zavala, Patrick, Henry 

Smith, Grimes, J. W. Robinson, Mitchell, and Millard, among 

others of the distinguished worthies of the Revolution, were 

placed by themsch-es to that pledge. Surely they did not in

tend to deceive the Indians by thus purchasing their neutrality 
until the war was over, when they, having no further need of 

them, would declare that the Indians bad no title either Legal 

qr equitable. 'l'he suggestion that the consultation had no 

power to make such pledge is preposterous. The members of 

it had power to adhere to the constitution of 1824, or to sever 

from it; the assembly was 01·ganic, primitive, reV"olutionary. 

Twenty or thirty thousand people were defending themselves 

against eight millions. They met, by their representatives, for 

general consultation. They found a nation of Indians in their 

midst, adrnnced in civilization, and having an influence ornr 

other tribes. These Indians had occupied the country first, 

and it was important to conciliate them. This was done by 

the pledge given. It is a rule in ethics tu tt the promiser is 

bound by what he believed the promisee understood by the 

promise. No mental reservation or technical objection can 

avoid this moral conclusion. From all which the result is, 

that President Lamar's message, in this respect, is unsupport

ed by history, as by the good faith of Texas toward those 

Indians. 
On the other hand, it was impossible that the Indians should 
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have an independent government within that of Texas. They 

must neces.3arily come under the laws of the latter, or emi

"'rate. It was not proposed to them that they should come 

:O.aer the Texan laws as citizens. The great object of many 

was to get their lands, for they were located in a fine and de

sirable country. The Texans were the first violators of the 

pledge of 1835. The ink was scarcely dry on the paper, wh~n 

locators and surveyors were seen in their forests; and tlus, 

too, notwithstanding the consultation, by the decree of Novem

ber 13, 1835, had ordered such locatiOJ?-S and surveys to cease 

all over Texas. 
But it is useless to dwell further upon the subject. The 

Cherokees were charged with the plunder and murc1e1· of many 

of the inhabitants residing among them and in their vicinity. 

The Killough family were cruelly massacred ; only three or 

four escaped, and they were brought into the settlements by 

the Cherokees, who, by their "cunning representations," says 

the secretary of war, charged these acts upon the prairie In

dians and the treacherous l\Iexicaus. To prer-ent such occur

rences, lfojor Walters had been ordered with two companies 

to occupy the Neches Saline, not only to watch the Cherokees, 

but to cut off their intercourse with the Indians of the prairies. 

Bowles, the Cherokee chief, notified Major Walters that he 

would repel by force such occupation of the Saline. A.s the 

major's force was too small to carry out his orders, he estab
lished his post on the west bank of the Neches, out of the Cher

okee territory.* 
0olonel Burleson, who was then collecting a force ?n the 

Colorado, to operate against other Indians, was directea to 

march bis troops lower down, so as to be ready, on the short

est notice to enter the Cherokee territory. In the meantime, 
' * Report of the Secretary of Wnr, November, 1830, P· G. 

• 
' 
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the government came in posse::;sion of the papers of :Manuel 

Flores, including letters addressed to Big ll1ush aud Bowles, 

the chiefs of the Cherokees::+ On their reception, Burleson 

was orderc 1 to increase his force to four hundred men, and 

march into tho Cherokee nation. Ho reached the east bank 

of the Xeche::; on the 14th of July; and, about tho same time, 

Colonel Lan<lrnm's regiment from eastern Texas arri,ed there. 

Tho Nacogdoches regiment, under General Ru~k, had arri,e<l 

some days before, and ta.ken position near tho Cherokee ,il

lage. Tho entire force was placed under the command of 

Brigadier-General Douglass. Commissioners had, for some 

days, been in conference wiU1 the Cherokees, to effect, if po~

sible, their peaceable removal. The commissioners offered to 

pay them fairly for their improvementi;, but we have no infor

mation that any offer was made for their lands. The Indians 

were required to su1-rende1· their gun-locki;, and remove to 

their brethren in Arkansas. At noon, on the 15th of July, ali 

further attempts to make o. treaty were abandoned, and Gen

eral Douglai;i; was directed to put his troops in motion. The 

council-ground was auout five miles below the Indian camp. 

When the Texans arrived there, the Cherokees had retreated 

about seven miles farlhet· up tho river. They were pm·sucd, 

and a company of spic:s, "hich firi;t came in sight of them, was 

fired on. The Indians displayed their forces on the point of a 

hill, having a ravine and thicket on the left. General Ru~k 

motioned to them to come on ; they advanced and fired rour 

" It is iofm·ed from these dooumen~ found on Flores, and nddre"8M to the 

Cherokee chl .. f", thnt the liltter wtre in corrcopondence with the ~Iexican au

thorities. I hayc Lefore 1n.i the original 11npcra 1ent them 1,y Canaliio: th•y 

ore directed to "S(nor Vi:rg ."Ila~, G,fe de lo, (}!,araquica" - "S'or Tenientt Coro· 

ml Yul.~ It is remarkable, if the alleged corr, sr,,ndencc had exi,,,.J, that their 

nnmes were not better known. The foct that Big Mttah was addreMed as rhfr/, 

and Bowles u lieutenant-colon,l, showa bow slight wu their acquaiot.Ance wit.h 

these chief& 
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or five times, and immediately occupied the ravine and thicket 

on the left. 'l'he main body of the Texans coming up in the 

open prairie, now formed, and tho action became genera.I. 

The Texans charged the ravine, and adrnnced up from the 

left. A portion of tho Indians, who were attempting to ap

proach the troops on their right flank, were rc1~ulsed_- The 

Cherokees fled when the charge was made, lcanng eighteen 

dead on the ground. The Texans had three killed and five 

wounded. The engagement commenced a little before sunset, 

nllll the pursuit ended at night. 
On the moming of tho 16th, the troops proceeded on the 

trail made by the Indians the night previous. In the afternoon 

thev were found strongly posted in a ravine, half a mile from 

the. Neches, and seemed eager for a fight. While the Texan 

ndvanco was dismounting, the Indians commenced the action, 

killing several horses and one man, before their opponents 

could form, but they were soon dri,·en by the adrnnce into the 

ravine. 'fhe Indians were protected by a ravine and a thicket 

in their rear, while the Texans had to ad,•ancc upon them 

through an open wood and down a hill. The main body com

ing up, was formed, and the firing co~menced at the di~la~ce 

of one hundred and fifty yards. The Texans kept ad.nncrng 

and firing until within fifty yards of the raYine, when, upon a 

~ignul, they charged. When they reached the ravine, the In

dians fled, and retreated into tho dense thicket and swamp of 

the Xcches bottom. The charge was gallantly continued into 

the swamp, hut the enemy made no stand. Thus ended tho 

conllict of the 16th. It lasted an hour and o. half, and was 

well contested by tho Indians. The Texans lost five killed 

nnd twenty-seven wounded. The loss of the Cherokees was 

probably a hundred killed and wounded, and among the for

mer was their distinguished chief Bowles. In the official report 
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of the action, he was styled "tho long-dreaded 'Mexican ally 
Colonel Bowles." In these two contests there were engaged 
about five hundred Texans and eight hundred Indians:* 

The trail of the retreating Cherokees was followed for some 
days. Several Indian villages were passed, their " extensive 

cornfields cut down ,ud their houses burnt." On the evening 
of the 25th, farther 1- Jrsuit being useless, the secretary of war, 
who accompanied the expedition, directed the troops to be 
marched to their homes, and mustered out of service. "For 

eighteen months afterward," says a worthy officcrt in those en
gagements, " the Indians came back in small parties, and com
mitted fearful depredations upon the lives and property of the 

people on the frontiers." 
In the march of General Douglass, he passed the villages of 

nearly all the civilized Indians. He says : "The Cherokees, 
Delawares, Shawnees, Caddoes, Kickapoos, Biloxies, Creeks, 
Ouchies, Muskogecs, and some Seminoles, had established du

ring the past spring and summer many villages, and cleared 
and planted extensive fields of corn, beans, peas, &c., prepar
ing evidently for an efficient co-operation with the Mexicans in 
a war with this country." It was very natural to infer, from 

these agricultural labors, that the Indians were preparing for 
a war against Texas ; but neither their plans nor crops were 

permitted to mature. He speaks also of the Indian territory 

through which he marched, and says that, "in point of richness 
of soil, and the beauty of situation, water, and productions, it 

would vie with the best portions of Texas." 
Thus the vexed question with regard to the civilized Indians 

was settled, and there could be no hindrance to surveyors or 

* Reports Nos. 8 and 16 of General K. H. Douglass, referred to in the Secre
tary of War's Report, November, 1839. Statements of Major Wortham and Dr, 
Jowers. 

t Major J>.hn Wortham. 
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settlements on their fine lands. The previous administration 

had endeavored, by treaties and presents, to conciliate all the 
frontier Indians: this had pursued a sterner poitcy. It had, 
in all the conilicts, killed about three hundred warriors, leav
ing five thousand more, all exasperated against Texas, and 

ready !",o unite with her groat enemy against her. However, 
the main point was to secure the rights, property, and lives, 
of the Texans ; and if that was more thoroughly effected by 
war, so much the better for the republic. As to the rights ~f 
the Indians, much has been said and written in regard to them. 
Perhaps the excuse offered by Cicero, for the extension policy 
of Rome, is the best for us-that "no people have a right to 

the soil, wlto do not know the itse of it." 
In the conduct of the war, the Texan troops behaved with 

their accustomed gallantry; and among their leaders should 
be particularly noticed General Rusk and Colonel Burleson

the one in the cast and the other in the west- and both ready 

at a moment's warning to fly to an exposed point. They will 
be long remembered in Texas as the defenders of her frontiers. 

In accordance with the contract with Frederick Dawson the ' 
Texan government received, on the 27th of June, 1839, the 

schooner San Jacinto; on tho 7th of August, the schooner 
San Antonio; on the 31st of August, the schooner San Ber

nard; and, on the 18th of October, the brig Colorado. Acor
vette and a brig were yet wanting to complete the contract, 

but were confidently expected by the end of the year.* On 
the 23d of March, was also delivered the steamship-of-war Za

vala, purchased by General Hamilton, agent, of J arues Holford. 
These vessels, with the Charleston, undergoing repairs, and 
the receiving brig Potomac, constituted the navy of Texas, aud 
with which the secretary of the navy said, "it was confidently 

* Report of the Secretary of lhe Navy, November 8, 1889. 
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believed that, in a very short time after the navy should have 

received orders for capture and reprisal, it would be enabled 

to afford a source of revenue to the government, equal to the 

amount which had been expended for its creation." It would 
have been well for 'rexas if these anticipations bad been real

ized; for the cost of this navy was nearly eight hundred thou
sand dollars, paid with the bonds of the government, as she 

had but little money. The expenditure for naval purposes 

during the first nine months of 1839 was nearly sixty thousand 

dollars ; and the estimate of appropriations for one year from 

the 30th of September, 1839, was upward of half a million of 

dollars.* . 
The European relations of Texas were doing well. J. P. 

Henderson, the commissioner sent out to England and France, 

to obtain from those powers an acknowledgment of her inde

pendence, bad succeeded, in 1838, in making a commercial 

arrangement with Great Britain-with the reservation, how

ever, that "until they formally recognise Texas, they will con

sider her as a part of Mexico." In November of that year, he 

concluded a like arrangement with 'France, but without any 

reservation whatever, Texas being spoken of by her as a na

tion, and her authorities as a government. t The new republic 

did not at that time create any very great sensation in Europe, 

and the statesmen of those old governments made little inquiry 

into her condition. Mexico was largely indebted to British 

capitalists, and the latter wished Texas to pay a share of those 

debts before she was cut loose from the parent-country. Be
sides, the slave-question presented an obstacle on the part of 

some, particularly O'Connell, of Ireland, who was eloquent and 
boisterous in his opposition. The government of France gave 

* Report of the Secretary of Lhe Navy, November S. 1889, Document C. 
t J.P. Henderson to President Ho118ton, November 10, 1838. 
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little heed to the subject of Texan independence, but dicl not 

care to offend that of Great Britain by precipitate action. 

Countlfole, the Freuch premier, saw at once that Texas woulcl 

become a part of the United States, and said it was only a 

question of time. The French embassador at Washington wa~, 

however, directed to send an agent to Texas, and ascertain 

what sort of a country and government it was. Accordingly, 

the minister despatched M. Sa.ligny, one of his attacltes, on this 

mission, upon whose report the government of Louis Philippe 

finally, on the 25th of September, 183!), entered into a treaty 
with Texas, acknowledging her in e,ery respect an indepen
dent nation. 

The Texan Congress, by an act approved January 14, 1839, 
appointed five commissioners to select a site for the capital of 

the republic. The commissioners-.Al.bert 0. Horton, Lewis 

P. Cook, Isaac W. Burton, William Menifee, and J. Campbell 

-made choice of the present location, ou the east bank of tho 

Colorado. The town was immediately laid off, extending a 

mile north from the river, ancl between Waller and Shoal 

c1·eeks. Its situation, at the foot of the Colorado mountains, 

is lovely and romantic. It was at that timo on the extreme 

frontier, the nearest settlement being at Bastrop, thirty-five 

miles below. On the west, the nearest settlement was Sau 

Antonio distant a.bout eio-hty miles. To Lava.ca bay, ono pun-
' 0 

dred and fifty miles distant, the only settlements were Gonzales 

and Victoria; to Houston, a distance of nearly two hundred 

miles, the only settlements were about Washington; while to 

those on Red river, nearly four hundred miles distant, the in

tervening country was alike unoccupied. The location was 

there macie with a view of drawing to the west a population 

that would protect that frontier from the common enemy, and 

such was its happy effect. The town-lots of the new capital 
YoL. II.-18 
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(.A.mmN) were, sold .out in August; and, with tho enterprise 

common to the people of Texas, buildings were soon erected. 

By the first of October, the offices of the government wero 

transferred there ; and in the following month the Texan Con

&ress found itself deliberating in a comfortable ball, iu that 
0 

beautiful wilderness, almost within hearing of the Indian war-

whoop F(· 

Tho re,olutionary movements set on foot in ·Mexico by the 

federalists, early in 1839, extended to the states bordering on 
the Rio Grande. General .A.naya, the chief of tho revolution

ists on this river, having been put to death at Tampico, almost 

at tho commencement of the outbreak,t General Lie. Antonio 

Canales and Colonel Jose Maria Gonzales, with their attend

ants and a detachment of armed ranclieros, fled from the Rio 

Grande, and established their headquarters at Lipantitlan, on 

the Nueces. Canales, as commander of the federal forces, 

issued a proclamation, inviting the Texans to join him, prom

ising them an equal division of the spoils, twenty-five dollars 
per month, and, to such as should serve during the war, a half

league of land. At this point he was joined by a number of 

Mexicans from the Rio Grande, and about one hundred and 

eighty Texans, the latter under the command of Colonel Reu

ben Ross, late aide to General Felix Iluston, and Colonel Jor

dan, late a captain in the Texan ser,ice. Both these Texan 

officers were braYc and efficient. On the 20th of September, 

1839 Canales with a force of six hundred effective men; in
' ' d eluding the Texans, took up the line of march, and crossc 

* Pre&idcnt Lamar's.Message, November, 1839. "Southwest America~," ~~5~ 
t General Anaya visited Texas in the spring of 18S9, and declared his O iecd 

v;ns the.eatnblishmeut of the conet.itution of 1824. Ile was a man of talenlB
0

•
0 

· fl.uencc. I nm principally indebted to the excellent Notes of the Federal Bil)· 
JU • • • • t, for tbe 
paign of 1839, by -Captain Thomas Pratt, an eye-witness and part1e1pnn 

present .account. 
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the Rio Grando on the 30th in two divisions-the northern 

under the command of Colonels Jordan and Zapata, and the 
southern under the chief himself and Colonel Ross. The order 

was giYen to surprise and attack the town of Guerrero, about 

three miles from the west bank of the river, and then occupied 

by General Parbon, with five hundred centralist regulars and 

four pieces of artillery. Some delay', caused by the difficulty 

in crossing the horses of the northern division, enabled the 

enemy to discover the intention of tho federalists in sufficient 

time to make good their retreat from the town. Canales en

tered it on the 1st of October, and captured twenty prisoners; 
but without delay he proceedad after Parbon, who had marched 

down the river toward Mier. The federalists overtook him 

within six miles of the latter place, whore he had entrenched 

himself; but during the night of the 2d he abandoned his en

trenchrnent8, and retreated toward Monterey. Canales sent 

out his spies, who reported that Parbon had taken his position 

for battle twel vc miles south west from 1lier. Tho federal 

troops were immediately put in motion, and by eleven o'clock 

on the morning of the 3d they came up with the enemy. The 

report of a nine-pounder announced his readiness to fight. The 

impetuosity of the Texans broke through all restraint, and com

pletely deranged and destroyed the plan of battle. Colonels 

Ross and Jordan exerted themselves in vain to enforce order 

among them : every man was an officer, and a host within him

self, and fought on ms own account ! Besides the Texans, 

there were at that time, in the federal army under Canales, 

two hundred and fifty mounted ranclieros, one hundred and 

ten infantry, and sixty Indians, the latter badly armed. But 

the eagerness of tho Texans separated Lhom from these forces, 

who were only spectators of the conflict. The Texans, within 

puiut,.l,lank shot of the enemy, and partly protected by a gul-
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Icy and a few mesquite-bushes, for some time kept up a brisk 

fire against his front. .A.t length, seeing that their mongrel 

allies were doing nothing, Ross and Jordan gave the order to 

charge. The movement was executed and sustained with des

perate bravery. • Tho centralists stood their ground for some 

twenty minutes, when they gave way before the impetuosity of 

tho Texans. The confusion and want of capacity in Canales, 

however, prevented him from taking advantage of the enemy's 

condition; and the 1::ttter was enabled to make good his retreat 

from the field of battle with his artillery and camp-equipage. 

Parbon sent a flag, requesting a cessation of hostilities for 

tweh·e hours, which being imprudently granted by Canales, he 

set out in the night and marched five miles to a stone ranclie, 
a strong place where ho could have defended himself against a 

greatly superior force. The Texans lost in the action of the 

3d-known as the battle of A.lcantro-fourteen killed and 

wounded. 'The enemy's loss was a hundred and fifty in killed, 

wounded, and missing. 
Early on the morning of the 4th, the federalists set out in 

pursuit of Parbon. The Texans, in front, appeared before his 

position, and demanded a surrender. Their appearance in his 

front was so sudden and unexpected, that, not having procured 

water or provisions for his troops, ho surrendered, delivering 

his sword to Major Joseph Doland, of tho Texan forces. The 

major requested him to deliver it to General Canales. ":N'o, 

sir !" replied Parbon ; " to tho brave Texans I surrender
they are my conquerors!" By this capitulation, the federal

ists made three hundred and fifty prisoners, who joined their 

ranks, and wore reinforced by the captured artillery. 
Tho victory of Alcantro, and the accession of tho enemy's 

forces to the federal army, gave influence and stability to the 

cause of the latter, while it spread alarm and dismay among 

cmL WAR IN MEXICO-SIEGE OF MATAMORAS. 277 

the centralists. Had Canale_s taken advantage of this happy 
juncture, he might have gained fresh laurels, and firmly built 

up his cause; but ho remained inactive at Mier for forty days, 

during which time tho enemy recoYercd from his panic, rallied 

his forces, and prepared to renew the conflict. Having enjoyed 

the carnival at Mier, Canales set out for Matamoras, distant 

about one hundred and sixty-five miles; and, after a tedious 

march of twenty-eight days, the federal army presented itself 

before that place on the 12th of December, being one thousand 

and sixty strong (including a hundred and fifty Texans), with 

four pieces of artillery. Tho centralists entrenched at Mata

moras consisted of fifteen hundred regulars, having eighteen 

pieces of artillery, under tho command of General Valentine 

Canalizo. On the 15th, a detachment of sixteen Texans and 

a like number of Mexicans, under Colonel Zapata, made au 

attack on one of tho enemy's outposts, killed thirteen, and 

made good their retreat. This induced Canalizo to call in all 

his outposts. On the 16th, Canales called a council of war, 

and made known to it his intention to raise the siege, for the 

reasons that the centralists would not come out to meet him 
' and' it was improper, under the circumstances, to attack them 

in their sti·onghold. Ile further alleged a scarcity of provis

ions, and a want of tho necessat·y implements to carry on the 

siege. This decision of the commander ofi'enclcd tho federal 

army, and especially the Texans, who offered to act as the for

lorn hope in storming the town; but the proposal being rejected, 

Colonel Ross, with fifty of the Texans, withdrew and retired 
to their homos. 

On tho same day, Canales raised the siege, and set out for 

Monterey, where he expected to obtain a supply of ammunition, 

as the town was weakly defended by the centralists. On tho 
22n of December, tho federal army reached Caderita, within 
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twcnty-fiv-~ miles of Monterey, where they rccci,·cd nn abun

dance of provisions, nnd n contrihution of five dollars to each 

• soldier. On the 23d, they continued their mnrch; but lcnrning 

thnt the centraJigts in Monterey hnd reeci,eu a reinforcement 

of sixteen hundred men, they hnlted and entrenched within six 

miles of the city. 
General Arista, who commanded the centralists in Monterey, 

marched out with his whole force, and took a position within 

eight hundred yard· of his nd,·crsary. Such was the nature 

of the ground between the two armies, that neither party J1ad 

a clear ,·icw of the other. 'l'hc action, however, commenced 

on both sides, hy a spirited fire of artillery, "which," ~ays 

Captain Prutt, '' was kept up during tl10 day, with true )Icxi

can ,alor, without doing any damage to either party." During 

the night, General Arista. fell back a. mile nearer the city, and 

entrenched and fortified hi:; position. Expecting to be pur~ucd 

the next morning (the 24th), he formed an ambu. cade of four 

hundred men in a narrow defile in the direction of the federal 

army, but it was discovered by the Indian scouts. 

Canales, by an admirable military movement, threw forward 

tl11·cc hundred cavalry, as if to bring on an engagement, while 

with the main body he ma.rchcd by a secret route, uusccn by 

the enemy, to the rear of the latter, and presented himself lie

fore the city. IIad he marched in, he could have taken the 

place without any difficulty, for it was defended by only two 

hundred aud fifty troops just anivcd; but, to the astoni~hment 

of his army, he marched it into the yard of a conYcnt, and 

commenced to fortify. Arista reached the city at fh·c o'clock 

the same evening. A mutual cannonading then en-:uccl, which 

continued for two days, without resulting in any damage. On 

the afternoon of the 27th, the enemy's ca,alry, amounting to 

three hundred men, advanccu to the lines of the federal army, 
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and challenged the cavalry of tho latter-a like number-to 

a combat. The challenge was accepted, and the federal horse 

sallied out, commanded by Colonels Zapata and Gonzales; 

hut, when within fifty yards of the enemy, the latter officer fled. 

and left Zapata to sustain the entire burden of the command . 

.After a !:iharp skirmish, Zapata retreated, leaYing six of his 

men deau on the field of conflict. 

Tho federal army at this time numbered twclYe hundred and 

fifty men, of whom one hundred and forty were TcxanR, some 

recruits having supplied the place of those that bad retired at 

)fatamorns. While these Texans adhered to Canales, Arista 

did not choose to come to a dcci;.;ive engagement. But he now 

adopted a plan more congenial to the feelings of the :1foxican 

portion of the allies. 'l'rcachcry and bribery did the work. 

Thi~ commenced on the night of the ~7th, and by the followin~ 

night the numbers of the federal army were reduced to five 

hundred and fifty men ! They, of course, retreated ; and, at 

nine o'clock on the morning of the 2flth, being pur~ncd hy the 

enemy's cantlry, they halted to give them ha.ttlc. But tbc lat

ter did not attack them. Arista, howcrcr, received a hundred 

and sixty more dc~crters from the federal rank~, lea,·ing only 

about two hundred and fifty, c.xclnsi,·c of the Texans. These 

were almost entirely compo~cd of the prisoners, who had sur

rcndcrcu under Parbon, and joined their conquerors. They 

probal,Jy had good reasons for not goin•g back to the centralist 

ranks, as they would doubtless l1a.,'e suffered as dc~ertcrs. The 

retreating forces were continually pur~ued nnd haras:-cd, bnt 

never could bring their pur::,ucrs to battle. At length, on tho 

31st of December, the retiring federalists reached the narrow 

pa~s of 8abinaR, where their enemies left them. On tho 7th 

of January, 1 40, they rec1·0:;seu the Rio Grande. Herc, for 

the present, we will lea.Ye them intcndirw to return to their 
• ' 0 
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operations. True, these occurrences <lid not happen in 'l'exus, 

but Texans were engaged in. them ; and as they were the life 

of the party with which they took sides, and afraid of nothing 

but treachery, they <lid their country. a -vast service in amusing 

her enemy at the expense of that enemy, while she was gath

ering her reso1uces, increasing her numbers, and growing in 

importance and respectability among the independent nations 

of the world. 
The fourth Congress assembled at Austin on the 11th of No

vember, 1839. President Lamar's message, delivered on tho 

following day, is lengthy. Ile speaks fully on the subject of 

the Indians, and represents that the war prosecuted against 

them had proved a national blessing. " The cries of captivity 

and murder," ho says, "have, of late, been seldom heard upon 

our borders. With the exception of a few recent massacres, 

resulting entirely from the temerity of our own people, the 

frontier has, for some time, enjoyed an almost equal security 

with the interior sections of the country; and is at tho present 

moment in a state of tranquillity heretofore unknown, and 

which we hope, by proper vigilance and activity, to render as 
permanent as beneficial." The president declares it as his 

opinion, that the "proper policy to be pursued toward the bar

barous race is absolute expulsion from the country." Ile dep

recated the humane policy which the United States had pu1·
sued so long towa1·d the.Indians within her territory, as never 

having been productive of the good that was anticipated, but 

on tho contrary it had generally resulted in injury to the whites, 

without any adequate benefit to the savages. His conclusion 

was, " to push a vigorous war against them ; pursuing them to 
their hiding-places, withot\t mitigation or compassion, until they 
shall be made to feel that 0ight from our borders, without the 

hope of return, is prefcrn.ble to the scourges of war." The 
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sound Christian morality of this stern policy toward tho Indians 

is extremely problematical. A large majority of them were 

strictly n'ttives, as were their ancestors for untold generations. 

Tho groa. body of them li,·ed on tho head-waters of the Texan 

rivers, and many of them had as yet never seen the face of tho 

white man.* But, admitting the humanity of this procedure, 

whither could the ab<5rigines fly? To drive them into the ter

ritories of the United St:ttcs, would be a ,iolation of treaty 

obligations; and, to force them into Mexico, would have sup

plied her with many thousand exasperated warriors, infinitely 

more brave and daring than her own people; and, to massa

cre them, cYon if practicable, would have sarnred of unmixed 

barbarity. 
In regard to the finances, reference is made by the president 

to the report of the secretary of the treasury. It is an able 

document, but represents with too much truth the growing 

indebtoduess of the republic. The revenue collected and paid 

into the treasury for the year ending September 30, 1839, did 

not amount to one hundred and eighty-eight thousand dollars, 

while the current expenses for the same period were over nine 

hundred thousand dollars. The promissory-notes of the gov

ernment in circulation had increased to the enormous sum of 

moro than one million eight hundred thousand dollars. t This 

*Weare told by Froissnl't that, on one occasion, the duke de Bourbon went 
I~ make war on a town iu Africa. Approaching the place, be sent a herald, as 
was the custom in those dt\ys, to announce his intention. The people of the 
town sent anothe1· herald, to know why he thus invaded and wished to rnnko 
war upon them. After consulting some time as to an answer-for these people 
hnd never heard of him l,efo1·e-he sent 1,ack, for reply, that" they had killed 
the Lord Jesus Christ I" 

t Report of James II. Starr, Secretary of the Treasury, November 3, 1889. In 
a speech of Senator Rusk, delivered in tbe United States senate on the 19th of 
July, 1854, there is exhibited a statement, from unde,· the hand of James B. Shnw, 
controller of Texas, dated March 20th of that year, showing the expenSP.s incurred 
by the republic of Texas in maintaining peace with, and protecting her frontier 
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excessive issue of the paper of tho government was followed 

by the necessary consequence, its depreciation; and it was 

manifest to all tho.t, without some change, it would soon be

come so entit-ely worthless, that the government would have 

to refuse taking it for public dues, for governments as well as 

individuals must have something substantial for their support. 

To remedy this evil, the executive was doing what he could to 

procure the :five-million loan. General Ilamilton had been 

sent to Europe to effect the object. In the meantime, the 

Texan commissioners hnd obtained of the United States bank 

two hundred and eighty thousand dollars, predicated upon the 

eventual success of the loan. Of this amount, a little upward 

of sixty-two thousand dollars went into the treasury, which 

was about all the money it had received for some time. The 
balance was employed in the purchase of arms and supplies 

for the public defence. 
NotwitMtanding the efforts made during the summer of 

183!) to reduce the Indians, and drive them away, they still 

continued to commit their depredations upon the frontiers. 

On the 24th of October, Captain Iloward had a skirmish with 

a number of them between the San Gabriel and Little ri,·er8, 

in which he succeeded in killing three or four;•:❖ and, on tt.e 

from the incursions of, Indinns removed thither nnd belonging to the United 
States. As this probably includes the greater pnrt of the appropriations maJe 
by Texns on nccount of tbe Indi:ins, we compile from it the following table of 
Indian nppl'opriations for each year: -

i:i! } Ilouston's first term .................... • { 

H:H Lamar's term ................ . .......... { 

1842} { I 643 Iloustou's second term . . .... . ........... . 
184-1 
1845 ... Jones's term . .. . .... . ..........•.........• 

* Captain IlowurJ'd report, October 29, 1839. 

$20,000 
170,000 

1,430,000 
1,027,319 

95,000 
20,000 
66,950 
1'1,142 
45,000 
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25th of December, General Burleson encountered a party of 

Cherokees on the western bank of the Colorado. They sent 

out one of their number to have a talk with him; but, believ

ing their only object to be to gain time, he took their messen

ger into custody. On seeing this, they commenced firing on 

him, when he attacked them and put them to flight, taking (in 

addition to the messenger) five women and nineteen children 

prisoners. Six warriors were found dead on the field . The 

'l'exans unfortunately lost the gallant Captain Lynch, who fell 
at the first fire. Among the captiYes was the helpless family 

of the chief Bowles.* These conflicts were some of the fruits 

of the Indian policy of those days. The one hundred and 

forty saYages seen by Captain Howard, in the affair of the 

2-!th of October, were all well mounted, he tells us, on good 

American horses-the proceeds of their robberies along the 

frontiers. 
Another subject, of a. very different character, but equally 

unpleasant, must close our sketch of the year 1839. The 

land-certificates issued by the boards of county commissioners 

being found valuable as an article of traffic and location, the 

commissioners in some of the counties had undertaken their 

manufacture. This dishonest and unlawful proceeding was 

carried to a fearful extent; and so great was the circulation 

of these spurious certificates, that it was impossible to distin

guish the fraudulent from the genuine. The president called 

the attention of Congress to the subject; and that body passed 

a law, appointing a special board of commissioners to proceed 

from county to county, and, at each place of issue, in conjnno

tion with the respective county boards, to take testimony, and 

decide as to the genuineness of every certificate which, from 
the register kept in each county, appeared to have been issued 

* Genernl Burleson's report, December 26, 1839. 
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since the opening of the land-office. The commissioner of the 

general land-office was, by tho law, prohibited from recogni

sing any survey made upon a certificate not reported by the 

commissioners as genuine.* This enactment, and the action 

of the commissioners under it, did much good in checking the 

systen: of land-frauds, and saved the republic from enormous 

losses. 
* Act, January 3. 1840, vol. iv., p. 139. 
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CH.APTER X. 

NEARLY four years had now passed since the battle of San 

Jacinto, and Texas was still free. ·No considerable number of 
the enemy had subsequently invaded her soil. Indeed, with 

the exception of the war she was conducting against the fron

tier Indians, Texas was at peace. Immigration had greatly 

increased her numbers and industry, her wealth, and moans of 

living comfortably. But the miserable state of her currency, 

and the heavy budget of her expenses, bore hard upon all. 

These expenditures were induced, in part, by the many cam

paigns against the Indians, the fitting out and maintaining the 

navy, and by an attempt to frame and support the skeleton of a 

government which neither her population nor resources would 

justify. With nations, as with individuals, it is impossible 

long to present a show of power and magnificence without ade
quate means. Such an exhibition is followed by bankruptcy. 

The true g1·eatuess and power of Texas consisted in her rich 

and abundant lands, and the noble institutions which her peo

ple had founded in spite of her enemies. These, and not a 

long list of officials with sounding titles, constituted the skele

ton which was to be filled up, with people, wealth, and com

merce. 
The credit of Texas was rapidly waning. Her five-million 

bonds had travelled over America and Europe in search of a 
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purchaser, but none could bo found. Not that lenders were 

not able, but becauso Texas liad not the credit. To cripple 

the latter still further, a great increase of tho paper issues fol. 

lowed the necessities of the goYernment, and, as the circulation 

increased, their market value went down. By the month of 
June, 1840, this paper had fallen to seventeen cents on the 

dollar, and by the close of the year it was worth but fourteen 

cents! These promissory.notes had driven all money out of 

the country, and had broken to pieces tho standard of value. 

They operated as a. forced loan, and impoverished both gov-ern• 
ment and people. The warrants drawn upon the treasury for 

the fiscal year ending with September, 1840, were over two 

millions of dollars, which had been paid in these notes, and in 

eight per cent. bonds created by the act of February 5, 1840. 
But these bonds were little better than the notes. Many inge

nious efforts were made to avoid the crisis which e,·ery one 

saw was approaching. These eight per cent. bonds, it was 

thought, would answer a good purpose. On the same day, an

other act was passed, authorizing the issuance of change-notes 

to the amount of a hundred and fifty thousand dollars. But, 

as the large notes had expelled the large coin, so likewise the 

small notes expelled the small coin. Then other acts were 

passed to convert these floating promises of the republic into 

eight and ten per cent. bonds; but this only increased the debt 

to the extent of the interest. In fact, every method was em

ployed to presone the public credit but the right one-a re

duction of the public expenditures. These financial blunders 

necess'lrily embanassed commerce and tho business relations 

of the community. Tho officers of the government and the 

troops were equally sufferers, for their pay would not support 

them. Yet these sufferings were a wholesome lesson. The 

public intentions were good ; and it was belie,•ed that the 

\ 
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Congt·ess which was to meet in the fall of 1840 would discover 

the evil and apply the remedy. 
On the 20th of January, 1840, Congress adopted the com

mon law, so far as it was not modified by statutes. So far as 

crimes and their punishment wore concerned, it had been the 

rule of proceeding since tho Revolution. It was now intro

duced as a system, and was most agreeable to the ideas of lib

erty entertained by the citizens, who were mostly from com
mon-law states. Somo exceptions were created by the statutes, 

and civil-law rules retained in regard to marital partnerships, 

successions, &c., which they did not understand, and do not 

yet understand ; still, as a system, the people felt that their 

ri<rhts were more secure under the common law. In a general 
0 

view of the two systems, the one treated the go,erned as chil-

clren the other as freemen: the one was most suitable to a 
' strong government, the other to one that was free. 

The intestine commotions in Mexico diLl not abate during 

the year 1840. 'l'he quarrels of tho opposing factions at homo 

served to divert their attention from Texas. The centralists, 

under the guidance of Bustamente and Santa Anna, and the 
federalists, directed by Urrea and Gomez Farias, had many 

battles and treaties. Theil' example was followed by their 

respective adherents in the different states. Between tho 15th 

and 26th of July, there was cousidorablo fighting in the capi
tal; many hundreds were killed, and much property destroyed. 

The great body of the people of Mexico, ignorant of the prin
ciples at stake, and of the designs of their leaders, were drawn 

into these conOicts, and either killed in battle or reduced to 
penury. It was well for Texas that her enemy was thus occu

pied. As to so much of this civil war as occurred along the 
right bank of the Rio Grande, her citizens could scarcely be 

indifferent spectators. They naturally took sides with the fed-
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eralists. The disbanding of the large number of troops which 

Texas had employed against the Indians in 1839 had deprived 

many of them of any permanent means of subsistence. Their 

military pay amounted to nothing; and the stagnation in busi

ness, consequent upon the worthless condition of the currency, 

prepared many of them for the first enterprise that should 

occur, with the promise of food and raiment. President La

mar, believing it incompatible with the true interest and honor 

of Texas that her citizens should intermeddle with that contest 
' issued his proclamation, warning them not to invade Mexico, 

and also from all m~rauding and other acts of hostility against 

her territory, until by public notice it should be announced 

that active hostilities were to be renewed between the two na

tions; declaring that any citizen who should invade tho Mexi

can republic, or by any hostile act molest its inhabitants within 

their own territory, should be considered without the protec

tion of the Texan government, which disclaimed all participa

tion in their conduct, and could afford no countenance to their 

unauthorized acts.* 

With these facts bcforn us, we will return to tlie movements 

of Canales on the Rio Grande. On the 8th of January, 1840 

-the day after the heroes of Alcantro had crossed to the east 

side of that river-forty-fivo of the Texans took their leave . ' 
and returned to their homes. With his remaining force, Gen-

(}ral Canales proceeded about six miles up the stream, where 
he issued a proclamation, calling a convention of delegates to 

organize the "Republic of the Rio Grande~" The delegates 

* By all the principles of sound policy, President Lnmnr wns right in this 
proclnmntion. Texns could have but one object in view ~her independence. 
It was her interest to cullivnLe the arts of pence, 11nd etrengtlicn and coniolidate 
her institutions; and experience hnd proven, nnd hns since proven, thnt in all 
these contests, whether in Mexico or in Cuba, when the time of trial cnwe, tb~ 
Anglo.Snxon forces were deserted, and left to tread tlte tDittepreaa alo11d, 
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met on the 18th of January, and organized their new govern

ment, after the model of the constitution of 1824. Jesus Car

denas was made president, and the Licentiate Antonio Canales 

commander-in-chief. After regaling the troops with extra ra

tions antl muscat, the government and army recrossed the Rio 

Grande, and proceeded to Guerrero, where, on the 28th, the 

new republic was joyfully inaugurated amid great pomp and 

ceremony. Ilere they remained until the 18th of February, 

when they marched to the old presidia of the Rio Grande, one 

hundred and sixty miles above Guerrero, and entered it with

out opposition on the 3d of March, the centralist forces having 

evacuated tho place. There were seventy-four Texans in the 

federal army ; and they proposed that Canales should march 

to the N'ueces, in order to recruit and obtain reinforcements. 
As he did not agree to this, sixty of them, unde1· the command 

of Colonel Jordan, left him and returned to Texas. After the 

departure of Jordan, Canales proceeded with 11is remaining 

troops to Morales, a small place, tluee days' march from the 

presidia, where, on tbe 15th of March, he was mot by an over
whelming force of tho contra.lists under Arista, and had his 

adherents so cut up and defeated, that he was barely able to 

escape into Texas.* 
After the battle of Morales, Canales visited Austin, and Car

denas proceeded to Victoria. on the Guadalupe, for the purpose 

of obtaining a reinforcement of Texans, for without them they 
could not win o. battle. Arista, to prernnt as far as possible 

another campaign, issued o. proclamation, promising pardon to 
all who should, within a month, come in and submit to the cen

tralist government.t To whp.t ex.tent these submissions were 

made we arc not informed, but it is very certain that they did 

* Notes of the Federnl Campaign of 1889-'40, by Capt.nin Tbomns Pratt. 
t Dated nt Saltillo, April 80, 1840. 
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not prevent the parties making them from joining Canales on 
the first favorable opportunity. The latter having, by procla. 

mation, fixed his headquarters at San Patricio, the Texans, 
notwithstanding the warning of President Lamar, rallied to 
his standard; and, by the first of June, be found himself at 

the heau of two hundred volunteers under the command of 

Colonel William S. Fisher, one hundred and ten under Colonel 

Jordan, one hundred under Colonel Seguin, and three hundred 

Mexican ranclicros under his own immediate command, making 

an aggregate of seven hundred and ten men. With this force 

lie set out on his march. Colonel Jordan, with his command 

of 'l'exans, and one hundred and fifty mounted rancheros under 

Colonels Lopez and Molano, were ordered to proceed in front, 

as the adYance of the federal armr, For the present, we will 

foUow this advance. 
After a slight skirmish with the centralists at Laredo, they 

proceeded, through Guerrero and Mier, to Comargo. Here, 

Lop6z and Molano, pretending that such were their orders from 

General Canales, pushed rapidly into the interior, for the pur

pose, as was said, of raising troops, contributions, arms, and 

ammunition. Their real object, however, was to betray the 

Texans under Jordan, and break up the federal army. Leav• 

inO' ComarO'O on the 26th of June, they occupied the town of 
0 0 1 

Tula; thence pursuing a southern route, and passing many vi • 

lages, they reached Morallo, a handsome town of about t~elve 

thousand inbabilants, situated in a beautiful valley of the Sierra 

Madre. After spending some days here to recruit, they pro

ceeded to Linares, a large town, where tl1ey were received wilb 

the ringiug of bells and the firing of artillery. The Texans 

did not think their force justified the joy that was manife9ted: 

however, they did not make themselves unhappy, for they had 

come to fight, and were used to it; and, if they really were 
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"sold," they had intended to make the "delivery" somewhat 

expensi-e. Ifaring feasted a week at Linares, they marched 

to Viltoria, the capital of Tamaulipas, which place they en

tered on the 17th of August. The centralist forces, four hun

dred in number, under the command of the governor, at their 

approach had retreated from the city, and fled to the moun~ 

ains. The federal army was received in the state capital with 
the usual pomp and display, and the new republic recognised 

by the ringing of bells and the huzzas of the Mexican rabble, 

who, in the presence of a military force, would have rendered 

like homage to any system whatever. 

Some time was spent in Victoria in organizing the new state 

government, and in recruiting the federal forces. Lopez and 
Molano seemed to be in no haste to quit the city, until, as was 

reported, Arista was on his march with a strong force to attack 

them. They then ordered a retreat to the mountains. The 

Texans opposed this retrograde movement, and so far succeed

ed as to stop the army in a position three miles from Victoria. 

Remaining a week in this position, and hearing nothing of the 

enemy, the two Mexican colonels were suddenly seized with 

the idea of put·suing the former governor of Tamaulipas. So, 

breaking up their camp, they set out on the 12th of September, 

by a forced march, for Jaumare, a small mining-town in the 
Sierra Madre, where it was said they would find the old gov

ernor. 'l'hey reached the place on the 16th, and, on entering 
it, discovered the enemy ou the opposite side, in full retreat. 

The town, beautifully situated in a valley, and surrounded by 
lofty mountains, was almost depopulated. The people had fled 

with the old centralist governor, leaving all their property, and 

a few peons and decrepit citizens to take ca1·e of themselves. 

'l'he federalists, on reaching the plaza, found thafi.the town au
thorities had also fled. As they could do no better, they took 
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one of the peons, and invested him with the dignity and power 
of an alcalde. At first, the thing sat awkwardly upon him, 

and he entered timidly upon the discharge of his high func

tions. As his principal duties, however, consisted in respond

ing to the requisitions of the federal army, he soon learned 

how to discharge them: nay, more, he foll into the usages of 

his distinguished predecessors ; and when a requisition was 

made for a beef, or a mutton, or a fowl, he took c~re to order 
a like supply for himself, being fully persuaded that the entire 

blame could be la.id upon " Los diablos Tejanos !" Thus the 

federal army, with the new alcalde and his brother-peons, lived 

sumptuously in the town of Jaumare.* 
After remaining here several days, a council of war was 

held when it was determined to march upon Saltillo, raise 

cont:·ibutions to pay off the troops, and then retire to the Rio 

Grande, and form a junction with the main body of the federal 
army under Canales. After several days' march through the 

mountains, and by a route unknown to the Texans, they were 

informed by Captain Pena, of the mounted rancheros, that 

Lopez and Molano were conducting them to San Luis Potosi! 

A halt was immediately demanded, and, notwithstanding the 

remonstrances of the two Mexican colonels, the course of the 

army was changed. Pursi.ing their way for twelve days, ~v:r 

rugged and almost impassable mountains, they arrived withm 

a day's march of Saltillo, where they halted at the haciewla 

• f ti J "··mo years before, * Captain Pratt relates a s10gular story o iese peop e. = . 
• • d . b d' d It was believed to they were v1s1ted by the cholera, 11n g1 eat num era 1e , . 

be n Divine visitation nnd recourse was had to the supplications of the padrt, 
' • • ld d ·t ncluded that but without avail. A pubhc meet10g wns then he , nn I was co 

their water hnd been poiaoned. Now the town was snpplied with water fr; 
immense reservoirs, whieh were under the control of the priest and the alct• 
So it was decided that they had brought this dreadful calamity upon the Jnu~r 
renos. They w~e therefo1·e condemned, brought upon the plaza, and public 1 
ahotl 
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del Potosi; and here Colonel Jordan received an express from 

a reliallle friend at Victoria de Tamaul.ipas, informing him 

that he and the Texans under him were betrayed ; that Lopez 
and )Iolauo were in secret correspondence with the centralist~, 

and for a specified sum of money were to place the Texans in 

such a position befo1·e the enemy, that they could be easily 

overwhelmed. Jordan was a frank and noble-hearted man, 

and, having no ti·eachery in his own nature, could not conceive 

it in others. He immediately laiu the letter before Lopez and 

:llolano, who, haYing read it, declared in terms so emphatic 
that the charge was false, and that the writer was a personal 

enemy who wished to ruin them, that Jordan was persuaded 

of their sincerity, and was willing to co-operate with them. 

But the news of this express soon spread among the Texans, 

who were not all as credulous as their commander, and they 

watched the subsequent movements of the Mexican colonels 

with considerable distrust. 
The following day (October 22d) was spent by the federal

ists in cleanino- their firearms and moulding an extra quantity 
b 

of rifle-balls. On the morning of tbe 23d, they mounted and 
set out for Saltillo. At ten o'clock they discovered the enemy, 

entrenched on the brow of n. hill, three miles south of the city. 
The federalists halted on another eminence, a.bout six hundred 
yards from their opponents, ha,ing a. ravine between the two 

armies. They formed in order of battle, when a flag appeared 
from the enemy, desiring a conference. Colonel .Mola.no was 

despatched in answer to the flag, and held a consultaiion of 

about three hour.,. During this Lime, many messages were 

sent, which were well understood by Lopez. Ile told Jordan 

that Vasquez, the centralist general, offered two hundred thou
sand dollars to the federal military chest, and five days' rations 

to each man, on condition that they would retire from before 

f 
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Saltillo; but that Molano insisted upon two hundred and fifty 

thousand dollars, and on this point negotiations were then 

pending with tbe authorities of the city, which would speedily 

bq consummated. Thus was Jordan cajoled, while Molano 

was in fact conferring with Vasquez as to the safest mode of 

delivering over the federal army into tho hands of tho central

ists; for it was known to be a delicate operation, and, so far 

as the Texans wore concerned, quite dangerous. Vasquez was 

also waiting for reinforcements. .A.t one o'clock in the after

noon, the enemy's auxiliary troops having arrived, under the 
command of General llontoya, preparations were immediately 

made for au attack upon the federal lines. 
The_ force of tho centralists consisted of one thousand men, 

of whom six hundred were infantry; having two nine-pounders, 

and four hundred were cavalry, together with a large number 

of citize_us from Saltillo, variously armed and equipped. They 
were so certain of victory, that they had imited tbe populace 

of the town to come out and see them triumph. The federal 

army consisted of one hundred and ten Texans, under Jordan, 
and one hundred and fifty mounted rancl1eros and seventy-five 

Mexican infantry, under Lopez, making an aggregate of three 

hundred _and thirty-five men. So soon as the centralists were 

seen to move, Colonel Lopez, assuming the command of the fed

eral forces, ordered a march to the right flank toward a gap in 

the mountains so situated as to give the enemy every advan

tage over them. The Texans at once discovered the treachery 
of the villain Lopez ; and Captain Allen rode rapidly to Colonel 

Jordan, and excl~imed: "Where, in the name of God, sir, are 

you leading us? If you take us to yonder gorge, the enemy 

will not leave a man to tell our fate!" Jordan took a hasty 

glance at the position, and ordered a countermarch, passing 

rapidly along the ravine, within a hundred and fifty yards of 
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th(l centralists' entrenchment, to an old hacienda situated at 

point-blank distance from their cannon. The Texans now dis

mounted, placed their horses in an enclosure in the rear of the 

hacienda, and every man stripped for the fight. Lopez, in 

command of the rnnclteros, would not suffer the latter to dis

mount, uu~ took his position three hundred yards to the left of 

the Texans, in- order, as he said, to prevent them from being 

surrounded! The Mexican infantry, under the command of a 

brother of Molano, were ordered to occupy a stone house on 

the Texan left; but, instead of so doing, t.hey went over to the 
enemy, and turned their arms against the Texans. The cen

tralists immediately commenced the action with their nine

pounders, which they fired without intermission for an hour. 

At the first discharge, Colonel Lopez, waving his sword, cried, 

"Long live the supreme government!" and fled to the enemy, 

with two others of his command, taking with them the baggage 

and ammunition of the federal army. 

'l'he Texans were thus left in a situation the most critical

deserted by their friends, far from their country, surrounded 

by ten times their own number, and left with only the ammuni

tion which they carried about their persons. Yet, under all 

these gloomy circumstances, " there was only one determined 
resolve among that brave band gathered around the decayed 

walls of the hacienda on that glorious day-it was, to fight to 

the death: no thought of retreat or surrender was, for a mo

ment, elltertaiued."·;:. A.s for the rancheros, deserted by Lopez 

their commander, the most of them stood firm, and some of 

them fired at their colonel as he fled. The centralists now 

moved with their whole force from thei1· cntronchment, and 

* I have before me the official report of Colonel S. W. Jordon, dated Laredo, 
November 2, 1840, but prnfer to follow Captain Pratt's "Notes," as they wcri, 
taken ou the spot, and are more reliable. 
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occupied three sides of the Texan position. In this manner 

they slowly advanced, under cover of their cannon, and firing 

repeated volleys of musketry. Colonel Jordan had ordered 

his men to rcser,<' their fire until the enemy approached within 

"saving distance." Accordingly, they lay snugly ensconced 

behind the old walls and an adobe fence, forming a half-moon, 
and did not fire a shot until about four o'clock in tl10 after

noon. General Montoya, supposing from the extent of his own 
r.o-Jitinrr that most of the Texans had fallen, ordered a general 

J'b bl 

assault upon the hacienda. When the assailants had come 
within thirty yards or" the walls, the Texans gave them a shout 

of defiance, followed by a fearful volley from their deadly rifles. 

The latter were in earnest; and the enemy also fought well, 

being cheered from the hill in their rear by the thousands of 

meu, women, and children, who had come out to see ws Tejanos 
taken. .A.t that distance, the rifle-bullets went on uo fool.ish 

errand, but nearly all took effect. Column after column of the 

centralists advitnced, faltered, and fell under the murderous 

fire. At length, their ranks became disordered; a panic fol

lowed, and they fled. Soldiers, citizens, women, and children, 

all took tho road to Saltillo, and in such confusion as though 

the Texans were in close pursuit at their heels! 'l'hey left 

four hundred and eight killed upon the field of battle, and but 

few wounded. Tho Texans had only three killed and nine 

wounded, two of the latter mortally. A. party of tho enemy 

attempted to carry olI their artillery, but a lucky shot at a long 

distance brought one of them down, and they also fled, learing 

tho heroic Texans masters of the field and of the enemy's guns, 

together with a great quantity of small-arms and ammunition. 

As the Texans were deserted by their allies, they determined 

to abandon tho cause. Hanng provided for con,eying their 

wounded, they mounted their horses, and sot out for Texas. 
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They met the enemy's cavalry, who had been stationed on their 

route to cut off their retreat. As the Texans emerged into o. 
plain, the hostile squadron, four hundred in number, charged 

upon them in gallant style. Two volleys from the rifles, bow

c,cr, brought them to a pause, and then a precipitate retreat. 

The Texans soon fell into tho Monclorn road, and continued 

their way to the Rio Grande, being followed by squadrons of 

the centralist cavalry, which kept at a very respectful distance. 
To return to General Canales. That chieftain sot out, with 

a force of about two hundred Mexicans and one hundred Tex

ans, upon an expedition against San Marino, a small town in 

the eastern portion of Tamaulipas. Meeting with a body of 

centralists near the place, he retreated, without firing a gun, 

to Comargo, his headquarters. This retreat, probably brought 

about by treachery to the federalists, was the death-knell of 

that party on the Rio Grande. The battle of Saltillo occurred 

on the 23d of October. Thero was shortly afterward published 

the treaty between Colonel Juan Molano and General Arista, 
dated Victoria de Tamaulipas, October 14th, by an article of 

which it was pro,ided that " all Mexicans, under the command 

of Don Juan Molano, will separate from, and abandon to their 

fate, tho adventurous strangers [Texans] at present among 
them." That Molano should have entered into such a scheme 

of treachery, was very natural; but that A1·ista, the elegant 

and accomplished gentleman of Mexico, should have become a 

party to it, proves but too truly that the thing is common in that 
country. The fearful retribution which fell upon the traitors 

at Saltillo also proves that God never ratifies such compacts. 
About the same time, Canales entered into a similar treaty 

with Arista, but it stipulated for the safety of his onxiliorics. 

We ha,·e now closed the account of the federal war, which wo 

introduced because of the part taken therein by the Texans, 
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and the effect it had in diverting the Mexicans from stealing 
and murder on the western frontier. 

The Indians continued hostile and troublesome. The Ca

manchcs had made frequent forays into the Texan settlements, 

and, among other outrages, bad carril)d off several captives. 

In February, 1840, a few of these Indians came to San Anto

nio, for the purpose of making a treaty of peace with Texas. 

They were told by the commissioners to Lring in the thirteen 

white capti>es they had, and peace would be granted. They 

promised that, at the next full moon, they would do so. The 

commissioners repaired w Bexar to meet them ; and on the 

19th of March, a little after the appointed time, the Indians, 

sixty-fi\·c in all, including men, women, and children, came in, 

bringing, however, but one of the captives. Twelve fhicfs 
met the commissioners in the treaty-house, and the question 

was put to them, "Where are the prisoners you promised to 
bring in to this talk?" They answered: "We brought the 

only one we bad; the others arc with other tribes." The little 

girl who bad been brought in said this was utterly false, as she 
had seen tho othe;s at the Indian camp a few days before, and 

that they intended to bring in only one or two at a time, in 

order to extort for them tl1c greater ransom. A pause ensued 

for some time in the council, when the same chief who had 

giYen tho answer inquirod how they liked it. No reply was 

made, but an order was despatched to Captain Iloward to 
bring his company into the council-room. Wl1en the men had 

taken their position, tho terms upon which peace would have 

been made, had they brought in the captives as they promised, 

were explained to the chiefs. They wore also informed that 

they were prisoners, and would be detained until they sent the 

rest of their company for the captives, and brought them in. 
As the commissioners were retiring from the room, one of 
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the chiefs sprang to the door; and the scutinel there stationed, 

in attempting to prevent his escape, was stabbed by him with 

a knife. Captain Howard received a like wound. The re

maining chief:i now rose, drew their knives, and prepared their 

bows and arrows, and the fight became general. The soldiers 

killed the whole of the chiefs engaged in the council. The 
warriors, not of the council, fought desperately in the yard; 

but the company under Captain Redd advancing, forced them 

to take shelter in a stone house, whither they were pursued 

and cut down. A. party of the sarnges at last made their way 

. to the opposite side of the river, but were pursued, and all killed, 

except a renegade Mexican, who was permitted to escape. All 
the warriors, thirty-two in number, together with three women 

and two chiluren, were killed. Twenty-seven women and chil

dren were made prisoners. In this remarkable fight, none 

escaped except the Mexican. The Texans h~d seven killed 

and eight wounded. They despatched one of the squaws to 

inform the Camanches that they were willing to exchange pris

oners.*. After the lapse of some days, the squaw returned, 

bringing two white captives and four or five Mexicans, and 

proposed to exchange them for her own people, and pay the 

difference in horses. Colonel Fisher, the officer in command, 

informed her that all the white captives must be brought in, 

and then her kindred should be released.t 
The Camanches hung about San Antonio in small parties, 

brooding o,er their loss. The killing of so many of their 

chiefs was a severe stroke, and they were divided on the ques

tion of war. At length they retired to their homes, on the 

upper branches of the Texan rivers, to make serious prepara

tions for a terrible visitation on the white settlements. 

* Report of Colonel II. M'Leod to President Lamar, March 20, 184.0. 
t "Telegraph," April 15, 184.0. 
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On the night of the 4th of August, a large body of Indians 

passed down south, their trail crossing the road at lf'Clure's 

hill. It was immediately afterward discovered, and the news 
sent to Gonzales by the 6th. -x- Couriers were despatcheil with 

all haste to the settlements on the Lavaca and the Guadalupe, 

to give notice of tho approach of the Camanches. A company 
of twenty-four men was likewise immediately raised by Captain 

Ben }if'Culloch,t which on the same evening set out in pursuit. 

The Indians had passed down rapidly, and appeared before 

Victoria on Thursday evening, the 6th of August. The citi
zens had no knowledge of their being in tho neighborhood till 

they had surrounded the town. Under these circumstances 
' they hastily gathered such arms as they could find, and de-

fended the place so well as to prevent the enemy from peno-

* Letter of W. D. Miller, August l '7, 1840. 
t Ben M'Culloch is-u. nu.live of Tennessee. Ile arrived in Texas in January, 

1836, and joined the army nt Groce's, just as it set out on tbu.t memorable march 
which won the liberties of tbe republic. Ilnving nn offer of the command of 
one of the "Twin-Sisters," he joined the artillery, and sel'Ved in that capncity at 
the battle of San Jacinto. For his gallant conduct he was made lieutenant n few 
dnys after the action, and was di•chnrged in July following. In Colonel M•Cul
loch's stntemeut of the battle of the 21st, he says: "We commenced firing [the 
~rtillery J at two hundred and ten paces from the enemy's breastwork, ond kept 
1n advance of onr line until we were less than one hundred paces from the ene
my, when they gnve way and were pursued by us two hundred ond fifty paces 
beyond the breastwork; but we were prevented from firing by our own men, 
who bad outstripped us in the race. During the action, General IIouston rode 
from Millard's command across in front of No. 1 (the piece commnnded by :M'Cal
loch), which delnyed tbe firing of the gun for u. moment. I afterward observed 
him between B11rlcson's regiment and the enemy, not more than sixty poces from 
and advaocin~ upon the enemy, being about thirty paces in advance of our line." 
In 1839-'40, Captain .M•Culloch was a member of the Texan Congress; and, in 
1846-'46, of the first state legislature. Besides lhe Camanche war of 1840, he 
was engaged in innumerable bnttles and skirmishes with Indians :md Mexicans. 
After the commencement of the Mexican war, he went into it as a captain of 
rangers. llis fome won in that war is world-wide. General Taylor preferred 
him to all others as a spy, nod in that capacity he rendered signal service to the 
American cause, without the lose of his men. He is now (1865) the efficient 
marshal of Texns. 
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trating into the more settled portions of the town. After some 

fighting, the Indians retreated, having collected all the horses 

on the prairie, and a large portion of the cattle, which they 

drove off. On the morning of the 7th, they made another at

tack on the town, and burnt one house. As they met with 

more resistance in this last attack, thoy marched across the 

Guadalupe, and, after committing several mµrders and robbe

ries on the way, attacked Linnville, a small place of only fh-e 

houses, on the morning of the 8th.-l<· The people of Linnville 

supposed them to be a caravan of Mexican traders, until they 

had come up to the town, which they did at full speed, in the 

shape of a half-moon. The citizens fled to the bay, and most 

of them found safety on board a lighter. Tho Camanches re

mained in the town until dark, burning the houses one by one, 

and destroying such property as they did not wish to carry 

away; also all the cattle they could find. The number of the 

savages making this foray was estimated at four hundred. t 

They killed at and near Victoria fifteen persons, and six more 

in and about Linne,ille. They carried off Mrs. Watts as a 
prisoner, and drove off an immense number of horses. In 

their retreat they were further burdened with a heavy amount 

of goods. 
The company that left Gonzales on the 6th of August, under 

M'Culloch, was reinforced on the following day by thirty-six 

men from the upper Lavaca, and sixty-five more from Victoria 

and Quero. The rangers arrived at Victoria at sunset on the 

8th. Learning here the destruction of Linnville, they contin

ued their march until midnight, and encamped on the Casa 

Blanca. Proceeding down that stream, they discovered the 

enemy just before noon on the 9th, and bad a skirmish with 

* "Texas Sentinel," September 19, 1840. 
t William H. Watts to the Editor of the "Gazette," August, 1840. 
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them, in which the whites had one killed, and the Indians four 

or five. The latter retreated northward, pursuing the trail by 

which they had come down. The Camanches were all well 

mounted on fresh horses, while those of the Texans were worn 

down and exhausted by constant riding and excessive fatigue. 

As the Indians declined a fight, it was impossible to force it 

on them. However, the rangers continued the pursuit, being 

further reinforced by Captain Owen's company from Texana. 

On the morning of the 10th, they again came up with tho Ca

manches, and fow1d them drawn up in order of battle on the 

top of a ridge. The Texans advanced, but the Indians fled, 

and, the better to avoid a conflict, they commenced scattering 

on the way the plunder tliey had gathered; and, as tho large 

number of their horses impeded their retreat, they killed many 
of them. As it was evident that the Indians would not fight 

until forced into it, Captain M'Culloch was despatched to the 

settlements on the Colorado, in order to raise a force to inter

cept tho savages in the neighborhood of Plum creek. This 

stream, a tributary of tho St. Mark, was somewhat beyond tho 

settlement, and it was believed that the Indians would there 

make a halt. The duty of raising the intercepting force was 

performed with wonderful celerity. Those who had been in 

pursuit of the Camanches, having followed them to M'Clure's 
hill, turned in to Gonzalos to refresh their exhausted horses. 

The news of the inroad of the Camanches had spread rapidly 

through the settlements, and the volunteers were soon on their 
way, by forced marches, to tho point of interception. Captain 

Caldwell with thirty-seven men, Captain Ward with twenty

two men, and Captain Bird with thirty-five more, reached there 

on tho 11th of August. General Felix Huston arri\·ed on the 

same evening, and took the command. On tho morning of the 
12th, the spies reported that th_e Camanches wore approach-
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ing. .A.bout the same time, Colonel Burleson came up with a 

hundred men under Captains Jones, Wallace, and Hardiman.* 

General Huston immediately formed for battle. The Indians, 

seeing the Texans in their front, likewise prepared for action. 

Their right occupied a piece of woods, while their line extend

ed on tho loft a quarter of a mile into the prairie. General 

Huston dismounted his men, and a random fire was commenced. 

The Indian chiefs, arrayed in all the splendor of sarnge war
riors, and finely mounted, bounded over the space between the 

hostile lines, exhibiting feats of horsemanship and daring which 

none but a Camanche, who is said to live on horseback, could 

perform. But, notwithstanding the rapidity with which they 
rode, several of them wore seen to fall. As the fighting pro

gressed, the Texans advanced; and the enemy being disposed 

to keep at a distance, General Huston ordered Burleson, with 

the right wing, to move around the point of the woods occu

pied by a large body of the Camanches: at the same time, ho 

directed Caldwell, with the left wing, to charge into the woods. 

These movements were executed in gallant style. Tho Indians 

fled at all points, and scattered in eYory direction, abandoning 

all their plunder and stolen horses. A most animated pursuit 

was kept up for fifteen miles. About an hour after the action 

commenced, the recruited forces from Gonzales came up. The 

rout of the enemy was thus complete. Their killed, number

ing from fifty to eighty, were scattered from Plum creek to the 

St. Mark, and as high up as tho San Antonio road. Several 

hundred horses and mules, with packs and baggage, fell into 

the .hands of the victors. The captive Mrs. Watts was retaken 

nnd returned to her friends. Iler husband, tho collector at 
Linnville, had been killed there, on the 8th, by the savages. 

Thus did the Camanches fail in thofr revenge for their slain 

* Felix Hust-On's official report, August 12, 1840. 
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chiefs at San A.ntonio. It is probable that they were directed 

in this incursion by the Mexicans at Matamoras. It was well 

known there that large quantities of goods had been brought 

to the two points attacked, for the purpose of trade with the 

federalists on the Rio Grande. The centralists thought it a 

good move thus to break up these depots. 

'l'he Texan government was determined still to pursue these 

Camanches, and give them yet another proof of its ability to 

chastise them. A.ccordingly, in September, Colonel John H. 

Moore had oruers to raise a volunteer force in Fayette county, 

and march up the Colorado in pursuit of those that escaped at 

Plum creek. Ou the 5th of October, he set out with ninety 

Texans and twelve Lipan Indians:~ After passing tl1e head

waters of the So.n Gabriel, he proceeded to the San Saba, and 

up that stream. Continuing his march for two days up the 

latter riYcr without finding the enemy, he diverged to the Con

cho, and thence to the Red fork of the Colorado, passing over 
a country of surpassing richness and beauty. On reaching the 

Red fork, Colonel Moore came upon the trail, leading up the 

river; this he followed until the signs indicated that the In
di.aus were at 116 great distance. Ile halted, and sent out two 

of his Lipan spies. They returned in the evening of the 23d 

of October, and reported that they had discovered the Ca

manche ·\'illage. The troops were ordered to get·their sup

pers, and be ready to march. t At lialf-past five o'clock in the 

afternoon, they set out, and proceeded ten miles due 'north, 

when they reached the rb·er. Continuing about four miles far

ther up the stream, the beef-cattle were herded in a mosquite

thicket, and four miles still onward the troops were ordered to 
dismount. This was at midnight. Spies were again sent for-

* "Texas Sentinel," November 14, 1840. 
t John H. Moore's official report, November '1, 1840, 
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ward, to disCO\'Cr the force and position of the enemy. The 

scouts returned at three o'clock, and reported the village as 

situated on the south bank of the rirnr, and, from its appear

ance, they judged it to contain sixty families and one l1undred 
and twenty-firn warriors. 

At daybreak on the 24th, the Texans, leaving their pack

mules, proceeded to the village. It seems they were not dis

covered till they ascended the hill two hundred yards frorn the 

village. A charge was instantly made, and the Camanches 

fled to the river, which bent round the village like a half-moon. 

A murderous fire was opened and continued upon the flying 
enemy. Passing through the village, the Texans dismounted 

and continued the fire. Some of the Indians were killed be

fore reaching the river; others were shot or drowned in the 

stream. A portion succeeded in crossing and reaching the 
prairie on the opposite bank; but Lieutenant Owen, who had 

been ordered, with fifteen men, to cross over and cut off their 

retreat, succeeded admirably in this business. As this wa$ a 

war of extermination, the bodies of men, women, and children, 
were seen on every band, dead, wounded, and dying. The 
fight around the village lasted about half an ho~r, and the pur
suit extended som_c four miles. 

The work was done: the butcheries of Victoria and Linn

ville were a'l'cnged. There were forty-eight of the Camanches 

killed in the village, and eighty more either shot or drowned 
at the river; and thirty-four prisoners remained in the hands 

of the victors. The latter had only two men wounded. The 
village was then utterly destroyed by fire ; and Colonel Moore 

collected a caballada of five hundred horses, taken from tho 

enemy, and returned to the capital of Texas, where be arrived 

with all his forces ( except one man who had died on the way 

out) on the 7th of N~vcmber. This, the severest chastisement 
VoL. II.-20 
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which the Camanches had received, was inflicted on them in 

their distant home, at least three hundred miles from Austin. 

The fifth Congress assembled at Austin on the 2d of Novem

ber. The message of President Lamar was not lengthy. Ile 

spoke favorably of the progress made by the republic in her 
domestic and foreign affairs. General James Hamilton, one 

of the loan-commissioners, had been empowered, previous to 

his departure for Europe, to establish diplomatic relations with 

the nations of that continent; and the importance of such rela

tions with Spain was referred to, on account of the extent of 

tho trade with Cuba. Mr. Treat, the private agent of Texas 
in Mexico, had been so far listened to, that he was permitted 

to submit his propositions; but tho president entertained slight 

hopes of success. On the subject of the finances, he observed 

that, " so long as we have to depend, for our daily moneyed 

operations, upon the promises of the government to pay at a 
future day, no matter in what form they may be issued, those 

issues must and will depreciate."-" This depreciation of pa

per," he continues," not found~d upon a specie basis, ~r _its 
eq_uivalent, is inevitable, and to the extent of the deprec1at10n 

is the loss of the government that is compelled to resort to 

such issues. It is, therefore, of the utmost importance to our 

financial prosperity that we should effect a loan, as it probably 

is, at present, the only means which ean be resorted to, for 

keeping our currency at par." Such reflections are whole
some, and doubtless grow out of the painful experience of th_e 

president in the management of the Texan currency. Yet it 

was most fortunate for Texas that she did not secure the loan. 

At that time, and under the then-existing circumstances, it 

would have been expended in a year or two, leaving the repub

lic still more deeply involved. The want of credit prevents 

nations as well as individuals from going into debt. Texas, 
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being out of credit, soon learned tho important but nwessary 

lesson of living within her means. That lesson has done her 
more good than three such loans. 

The long-disputed boundary-line between Texas and tho 

United States was not yet run. St. Denis and Governor San
doval had quarrelled a.bout it; so had France and Spain; then 

Spain and the United States; then the latter and Mexido. Fi
nally, when Texas was recognised, she made a treaty with the 
United States for running the boundary-line; but when the 

commissioners, Messrs. Hunt and Overton, met at the mouth 

of the Sabine, instead of running the line according to the 

treaty which their respective governments thought was plain 

enough, they disagreed, and opened the old sore, by a diplo

matic discussion, which continued until the Texan appropria
tion was exhausted.* 

The Congress of 1839-'40 had provided that tho navy should 

be laid up in ordinary, unless the safety of the coast should 

require it to remain in active service. A report having been 

circulated that Mexico was equipping a squadron with which 

to attack Texas and her commerce, tho navy was continued in 
active service. There was another consideration in favor of 

this course. Tho states of Yucatan and Tobaseo had declared 

their independence of Mexico; and it was deomqd advisable 

to make a demonstration of the naval power of 'l'exas on the 

coast of these new governments, and to ascertain whether their 
secession from the Mexican confederacy would cause them to 

cease hostilities against Texas. 

* This corre,pondence extends from the 22d of February, 1840, to the 16th 
of March following. It was carried on near the mouth of the Sabine, oo its 
western bank. It is n recapitulation of the old discussion between John Quincy 
Adams and Don Luis de Onis in 1818. The immediate question between the 
commissioners was, whcthel' Sa\,ine lake wKa the "Sabine river' n3med in the 
treuty. If eo, the line should rtm oo its western \,nnk; if not General Hunt 
contended that it should run along the middle of the lake. 
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Perhaps one of the best evidences of the progress of a nation 

is to be found in its newspaper department. In 1836, Texas 

had but one weekly newspaper; in 1840, she had over a dozen, 

one or two of which were semi-weekly:* These papers were 

brouO'ht out in a creditable style, and their columns well edited. 
0 

If they supported their respective views with zeal, they did so 

with dignity, and seldom ran into those excesses so discredita

ble to the partisan organs of the parent-country. True, there 

were exceptions, but they were mostly attributable to new ed

itors, who, in coming to Texas, had brought with them more 

of tho spi.i·it of personal controversy than was common in the 

11ew country. 
The fifth Congress met with a determination to do something 

for the credit of the republic. The great difficulty was, to de

termine what should be done. While complaints were made 

of heavy direct taxes, and of a burdensome tariff on articles of 

prime necessity, it was still indispensable to have a revenue to 

carry on the government. The most sensible conclusion was, 

therefore, to reduce the appropriations. Congress digested 

and passed an actt greatly reducing the number of officers of 

the government; placed all the public vessels in ordinary, ex

cept a schooner ; declined making an appropriation for the reg

ular army ; and enacted some other provisions in regard to the 

revenue, by means of all which the appropriations were reduced 

• These papers were-
In Austiit the Gazett~ and the Sentind. 
In IlousU:11, the Telegraph, the Times, nnd the MoN&ing Sta'f. 
In Galveston, the Civilian. and the C<n1rier. 
In San Augustine, the Journal. 
In Brasoria, the Brasoria Courier. 
In San Luis, thse Advocate. 
In :Matagorda, the Colm-ado Gazette. 
In Richmond, the Telescope ; aTJd, 
In Washington, the Emigrant. 

t An act to abolish certain offices, &c., Jnnanry 18, 1841 
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nearly sixty-six pei: centum, and the means to meet them in

creased. This effort on the part of Texas to meet her expenses 

helped her credit. The two houses did nothing with the cur
rency-perhaps they could not. It was diseased ; and nothing 

but money would give it relief. It was therefore permitted to 

languish another year-some hoping for a loan, others that 

time would elfoct a cure, and others, again, that it would alto
gether cease its functions. 

The year 1840 did not pass away without further evidence 

of tho growing consequence of the republic. England, Ilol

land, and Belgium, acknowledged her independence, and the 

former country sent J. T. Crawford as charge d'ajfaires to rep

resent her near the government of Texas. France was already 

represented by M. De Saligny, with the same diplomatic rank. 

Texas was indebted to Geneml J amcs Ilamilton for the trea

ties of recognition with England, Holland, and Belgium. The 

objections on the part of England, on account of the slavery 

question, had been to some extent removed by the published 

writings of William Kennedy and Jonathan Ilrnn, both Eng

lishmen, who had visited Texas, and given an impartial and 

interesting account of her progress. In connection with this 
question of slavery, we find, in 1840, the name of fl1onroe Ed

wards. Ilo had turned up. as a man of enterprise in Texas, 

and entered upon a scheme for the importation of sla\·cs. He 

met with a man in Mississippi by the name of Dart, with whom 

he entered into a partnership. Dart was to furnish the funds, 

and did furnish him thirty thousand dollars, with ,vhich he 

went to Cuba, to purchase negroes.* It appears that a sln.ver 

had been captured by a British cruiser, and brought into Ila

vana, where the negroes were apprenticed for a term of years. 

Edwards purchased a large number of these negroes and intro-

* Edwards says the negroes were purchased by John Edwin Sumner as agent. 
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duced tlicm into Texas. It was understood, between him and 

Dart, that they were to be sent through Texas to Louii,,iana. 

But Edwards commenced selling them out in Texas, and ap

propriated the proceeds to his own use. Dart, on learning 
these facts, sequestered the remaining ncgrocs ; but, on the 

trial, Edwards gave, in evidence, a full receipt from Dart for 
the money originally advanced. Upon a close examination of 

this paper, it was found that Edwards had extracted all the 

writing o,n a letter from Dart to him 1 except the signature, and 

had written the receipt aboYe it. Edwards was forthwith 

prosecuted for forgery. He gaYe bail, and fled to the United 

States. In 1840, he wrote to President Lamar, and also to 

General Houston, and perhaps other distinguished persons in 

Texas, representing the facts in part, but stating that he had 

been defrauded in the purchase of the negroes, believing them 

to be slaves; that, by treaty stipulations, both England and 

Spain were bound for the restoration of tho negroes to free

dom ; that the British government had been fully advised of 

all the facts, with a descriptiYo list of the nogroes; that he 

was then on his way to London, with letters from Mr. Adams, 

General Wilson, Mr. Fox, Dr. Channing, and twenty other gen

tlemen of high standing here and in Europe, to press the liber

ation of the negrocs ; and was advised that tho Texan govern

ment would be held responsible for them. Ho further stated 

that he had high authority for saying that, the moment the 

question was agitated in London, the successful negotiation of 

tho Texan· loan was at an end; and concluded by advising that 

the negroes be safely kept, to abide the issue to be made by 

the British government.* 
The object of Edwards in writing thus is not so easily ascer

tained; but he proceeded to London, and, by tho plausibility 

• Edwards's letter, November 1, 1840 • 

.. 
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of his story, and his apparent sympathy for these negroes, he 

attracted so much attention, and acquired such influence with 

the ministry, that it became necessary for General Hamilton to 

interpose, and expose him as a criminal who had fled from jus

tice in Texas.* This interposition had the desired effect, and 

Edwards turned his attention to other enterprises. 
To the friends of Texas it was gratifying to see the growth 

of her commerce, and the interest felt therein by foreign na

tions. During the first quarter of 1840, ninety-two vessels 

arrived at the port of Galveston. There was a corresponding 

increase of arrivals at Velasco, Matagorda, and other points. 

Many of these vessels were from Europe, and brought merchan

dise to exchange for cotton. This increase of trade, though 

rapid, was natural, and did not exceed tho increase of popula

tion induced by a constant stream of immigration. The town 

of Houston, situated at tho head of Buffalo bayo1;1, a river navi

gable at all times, had already become the centre of a consid-

* As proof of the extent of E<l words's operations, we give General Ilomilton'~ 
letter lo him: -

u No. 15 CocKsPua STREET, LONDON, lvovmi.ber 23. 1840. 

"Srn: I have just been informed by Mr. Stevenson that yon have presented 
to him a letter of introduction, asking hi• good office", from lhe secretary of 
state of the U oiled States, nnd that you have a similar letter to General Cass, 
the .American minister nt Plll'is. I beg leave to inform yon that I have apprized 
)Ir. Stevenson that you ore a fugitive from the publio justice of Texas, ehal'ged 
with the commission of an infamous crime. I shall feel it my duty to make a 

similar communication to General Cass. 
"I likewise understand thnt you propose m:ikiog an application to Lord Pal

merston for the aid of her majesty's government for the purpose of subservint; 
some alleged objects of public justice in Texos. As the representnlive of the 
republic of - ,, 1s in Greot Britain, I shall not foil to advise Lord Pulmerslon 
of the facts wll,ch 1 have communicated to the representatives of Lhe United 
Stoles at Paris and London. 

"I hope you will spare me the pain and necessity of n more detailed and pub
lic skltement of your recent history in.Xexas. 

"I remnin your obedient servant, 
"J. HAMILTON, Envoy of tlte Republic of Teza& 

"MONROE EowAnos, EsquirP." 
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erable trade with tho interior. This trade had extended up 

the Brasos, the Trinity, and even the Colorado; for it was 

found to be a cheap market for purchases, and transportation 

thence to the state capital was not higher than from Linnville. 

At that time, freight between the two places could be had at 

eighteen or twenty dollars per hundred weight, payable in 
promissory-notes, the latter being worth from fifteen to eigh

teen cents on the dollar.* An extensive and quite an increas
ing trade was carried on through the outlet of Red river; and 

this traffic was tho more profitable, because the importers were 
not so particular about paying the duties. At first, Texas 

bought much and sold but little, and the balance of trade was 
against her; but, in looking at the comparative tables of her 

commerce for the years from 1838 to 1841, both inclusive, we 

find that her necessities induced her to purchase less and to 

sell more. For example, in 1838, she imported thirty-five 

thousand bushels of corn; in 1841, not two thousand bushels, 

because she had found it necessary to raise it. In 1838, she 

imported fifty-six thousand pounds of butter; in 1841, but lit
tle over half that quantity. The fluctuations in her currency 

had its effect during these years, but aside from this the ten
dency of trade was favorable, and evinced more industry and 

economy on tho part of the population. 
Among other improvements, the republic was engaged in the 

constmction of a military road from Red river to the presidia 
crossing of tho Nueces ; and it was proposed to add to this a 

like road from tho town of Austin to Santa Fe, a distance of 

six hundred miles. Tho moti.ves for this are set forth in the 

report of the secretary of war. 8anta Fe, situated about twclre 
miles cast of the upper Rio Grnndc, or, as it is called up there, 

the Rio clel Norte, was included within the statutory limits of 

*"Telegraph,'' June 24 and July 16, 1840. 
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the republic of Texas. The place was settled entirely by Mex

icans, and, nernr having been conquered by Texas, was still 

under the gornroment of Mexico. The country between the 

Texan capital and this point was wholly unoccupied, except 
by hordes of savages that roamed over it. For many years 

the adventurous traders of the United States had carried on a 

successful inland commerce with Santa Fe, of the annual value 

of four or five millions of dollars.* Santa Fe was not alto

gether the consumer, but rather the depot for these importa

tions, which wore distributed thence to Chihuahua and other 

portions of northern Mexico. This trade was conducted pri11 

cipally through St. Louis, in Missouri; and it was believed 

that, by diverting H through Texas, the distance of land-trans

portation would be shortened three or four hundred miles, and 

that republic be made the recipient of the vast profits realized. 

A.uother object was to be attained : that portion of the Texan 

territory would thus be conciliated, and tho two sections, al
though separated by so wide a desert, bound together by tho 

interests of commerce. The secretary of war proposed, as a 

preparatory stop, the construction of a military road from Aus

tin to Santa Fe. President Lamar seemed to feel a deep intcr

Cfit in the affairs of New Mexico, and as early as April 14, 1840, 

had addressed a letter to the authorities and people of that 

province. 
Tho president's health had been for some time very bad; 

and, getting no better, he obtained from the Congress a leave 
of absence, and about the middle of December retired from his 

official duties, leaving them to ho discharged by the vice-presi
dent. 

* Report of the Secretary of War, September 30, 1840. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

THE year 1841 opened with prospocls gloomy enough. The 

imports into Texas during the past fiseal year had exceeded 

one and a third millions of dollars, while the exports amounted 

to but little over two hundred thousand dollars, which exhib

ited au increase of indebtedness for that year of more than o. 

million. From this, however, should be deducted a difference 
in valuations, and the amount of moneys brought into the coun

try by immigrants; still, it would leave a large balance ago.inst 

the people of the republic. To this add the increase in the 
public debt; and also the utter want of means and credit of 

the government; and we may form an idea of the prospect be
fore them. That the condition of affairs did not meet the pub

lic approbation is manifest from the fact that very few of the 

old members were returned to the fifth Congress. Under the 

circumstances, all eyes were turned to the able negotiations of 

General Hamilton. The propositions made in Great Britain, 

France, and Belgium, were infinite. To give Texas credit in 

Europe, and raise means to pay her debts, was a problem which 

General Hamilton had undertaken to solve. Ile was a mo.n 

of financial genius, with the organ of hope largely developed, 
and possessed of a most untiring zeal. He was, however, 

greaLly mistaken in supposing that he could easily change tho 

vie" s of the chief ministers of those ancient courts. That he 
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labored honestly for Texas, there can be no doubt; but, at the 

present time, it is equally clear that the republic was benefited 

by his want of success. Among the plans for a loan was one 

set forth in the prospectus of Messrs. Lafitte and Company, 

bankers in Paris. After much negotiation, General Ilamilton 

thought the affair concluded, and so wrote on the 4th of Feb

ruary, 1841.* The news was received with great joy, not only 

in Texas, but in the United States, for she had many friends 

there who were inte1·ested in lier success. The treasury notes 

and bonds, that had been down to twelve or fifteen cents in 
tho dollar, suddenly rose one or two hundred per cent. t This 

French loan was to extend to thirty-five millions of francs, and 

was to be raised by subscriptions, tho bonds to be reimbursed 

in lands, duties, or cash, at the option of tho subscriber. Gen

oral IJamilton, pt·evious to the consummation of tho arrange

ment, had assured himself, as he supposed, of tho favorable 

disposition and protection of tho French government for the 

negotiation of the loan. This assurance he had in writing from 

M. Guizot, the prime minister, and verbally from the king. No 
sooner, however, had the negotiator left for London, and the 

prospeclns for the loan was issued, than an article appeared 

in the "Debats," the government organ, opposing it. The 

bankers, seeing this, postponed opening the books for subscrip-

* "P AlUS, February 4, 1841. 
"To the Editor of the New York Timea and Star: -

"Sm: As Lhe commissioners of loans of the republic of Texas were instructed 
by his excellency President Lamar, in the event of their effecting n negotiation 
of the loan for that republic, to make a public announcement of the foct, that 
meritorious holders of the securities of government., who may have aided the 
country in the hour of its necessity, may not be the victims of U1e speculation of 
those acting under secret information, I will thank you to state in your paper 
that I have this day concluded iu this city a contract with the bank of Messl'S. 
J. Lafitte nnJ Company, for the Texan loan ..... . 

"I nm, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
"J. II.um.TON," 

t Lett.er to B. E. Bee, April 18, 1841. 
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tions.* General Ilamiltou did not yet despair; but there wero 

difficulties in his way in Texas, of which he was not then ad

vised. In February, 18.U, there was pending before the Texan 
Congress a bill providing for the incorporation of a French 

company, which by its terms was authorized to introduce eight 

thousand French immigrants, to whom were to be granted three 

millions of acres of land along the frontiers of the republic, 

from Red river to the Rio Grande. This measure, which M. 
De Saligny, the French cltarge d'ajfaires, had much at heart, 

passed the house of representatives, but was lost iu the senate; 

and much unnecessary prejudice was excited against the French 

in consequence. There was also another matter in which the 

French charge was personally interested.t 

It seems that a difference occurred between a servant of M. 
De Saligny and Mr. Bullock, in which the servant was beaten 

by the latter. Saligny made his complaint to the government, 

and Bullock was arrested, and bound oYer to answer at the 

next term of the district court. In the meantime, the latter, 
who kept a hotel, finding Saligny on his premises, ordered him 

away. Complaint was also made of this outrage, and Bullock 
again bound o,er. These violations of diplomatic privilege 

exasperated the French minister, and a correspondence fol

lowed; but the Texan government failing to give satisfaction, 

the former left his post.:f: Saligny was a brother-in-law of M. 

* Letter of General Ilamilton, May 18, 1841. 
t "Fiscal History of Texns," p. 110. .Mr. Gouge snys he "had been on the 

spot, and inquired into the particulnra. hl. De Saligny had a number of homs. 
which were fod with corn. Mr. Bullock's pigs intruded into the stables to pick 
up the corn the horses suffered to foll to the ground. One of M. n~ Saligny's 
servnnt.s killed some of the pigs. Mr. Bullock whipped the servant." 

t It was understood that f\ French fleet was coming lo the gulf of ;\foxico to 
sel!le this offoir; and the Texno cliarge nl Washington mentioned the sul~ect to 
the American secretary of st.ate, nod to the British minister in that city, both 
of whom promised to send their respective squadrons around there lo look aft.?r 
the French. But when Houston come agnin into office, o. kind letter was ~nt 
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Human, the French minister of finance ; hence be was found 

the first to opposo the loan, and so gave notice in the " Mes• 

saa-cr" and" llloniteur," his organs. 
0 

Still, General IIamilton thought that Lafitte and Company 

could carry the loan through without the aid of the French 

goverpment, or at least that these differences could be adjust

ed: so he wrote, aud continued to inspire the Texans with 

hope. In the meantime, gigantic projects were hewn out in 

Texas. .A. bank, with a large capital, was to be established. 

Geueral Hamilton bad procured John Horseley Palmer, late 

governor of the bank of England, to lay down a plan for it, 
and, it was said, was making efforts to secure the sen·ices of 

Samuel Jaudon, late agent of the United States bank, as presi

dent of this financial organ of the Texan govornment. But 

General Ilamilton failed in Paris. His success was no better 

among the Dutch, for they also were borrowing. Still, the 

hope of a loan did not suddenly expire ; the prospect, with 

alternations of blightness and gloom, afforded facilities for 

gambling in the sale and purchase of the notes and bonds of 

the republic. She was manifestly living on that hope: for her 

revenues in 1840, though nominally fom· hundred and fifty
eight thousand dollars, were in fact but little over ninety thou

sand dollars; and her expenses during that year were upward 

of four times that amount. 

Texas had employed all the means in her power to secure 

her independence, and to induce Mexico to acknowledge it. 

She had formed a convention with Great Britain, by which she 
had promised to assume five millions of dollars of the debt due 

by Mexico to British subjects, if that government would pro
cure from Mexioo an acknowledgment of her independence. 

to France, which antisfied her wounded honor, nod M. De Saligny returned lo 

his post.-Jonea's Lettera on A11nt:i:ation, p. 10. 

• 

• .. 
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She had sent Mr. 'freat as a private agent to treat with the 

latter power; then Mr. Bee; and subsequently, in the spring 

of 1841, she had despatched Mr. Webb, with instructions to 

open and conduct negotiations for peace, under the influence 
of the mediation promised by Great Britain.½', But the latter 

agent was not received, and immediately returned. This was 

followed by a report that the Mexicans were preparing to in

vade Texas. Thus was the republic overwhelmed with debts 

at home, and threatened with war from abroad. But tho 

Texan Congress and executive were equally ready to meet the 

enemy. "Texas proper," says President Burnet, "is bounded 

by the Rio Grande: Texas, as defined by the sword, may com

prehend the Sierra del Madre. Let the sword do its proper 

work." But the means were not to be had. It is believed 
that, had General Hamilton negotiated the loan, an army of at 

least ten thousand men would have marched into Mexico in 

1841. '£hey may possibly have thus won a peace, but the loan 

would have been exhausted. Mexico, on -her part, was ear

nestly preparing for an invasion of Texas. She had succeeded 
in effecting a loan of three millions of dollars, with a portion 

of which fund she had engaged the building of two vessels-of

war at New York. These vessels were built, and delivered to 

her at Vera Cruz. But, while she was preparing, she found 

employment for her troops at home. Yucatan, having declared 

her independence, proceeded, on the 16th of May, 1841, to 
proclaim a repuulican constitution at the capitol in Merida, 

and despatched Colonel Martin Francisco Peraza as envoy to 
'l'exas. Ile al'rived a.t Austin on the 11th of September, and 

entered into a speedy arrangement with the executive, the sub

stance of which was, that Texas should furnish certain naval 

aid, and Yucatan engaged to pay its expenses in part whilo 

* Anson Joocs's Letters on .Annexation, p. 16. 

• 

FREEBOOTERS ON THE RIO GRANDE. 319 

operating against the common enemy. The business was soon 

done, and Peraza embarked with the naval force destined for 

the coast of Yucatan. Mexico had yet other troubles. On 

the 6th of October, Santa. Anna, at the head of ten thousand 

men, marched :tnto the capital of the nation, deposed Busta

mente, seated himself in the chair of state, and assembled a 

Congress of his own selection to confirm his authority. Thus 

was Mexico engaged at home. 
The freebooters on her frontiers found time, however, to 

make occasional excursions across the Rio Grande. Some
times they would capture the property.of the citizens, and even 

the citizens themselves. Captain Philip Dimit, long distin
guished as a pioneer and gallant defender of Texas, became 

their victim. Ile was engaged, with some workmen, on the 

4th of July, 1841, in erecting a mercantile establishment on 

Corpus Christi bay, about fifteen miles below the present town 

of Corpus Christi (but then known as the ranche of Aubrey 

and Kinney), when the place was visited by Captain Sanchez, 

aide-de-camp to General Ampudia, with a party of fifteen cav

alry, who took Dimit and his men prisoners, and, after plunder

ing the establishment, conducted them to Matamoras.* From 

this point, they, with others, were taken to Monterey, and de

livered over to Arista.. By his order they were ironed, and 

started into the interior, under a guard commanded by Captain 

Chaffind. That officer, a humane man, had their irons taken 

off after the first day's march. On the third day they arrived 

at Saltillo. Ilere their anticipations of a long imprisonment 

and horrid treatment were such, that they resolved to attempt 

their escape. They proposed to procure a quantity of muscal, 

well <hugged with morphine, and give it to the guard, and, 

while they were affected by it, to escape. Two physicians, 

* Deposition of William Thompson, July 10, 1851 . 
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who were among tho prisoners, were charged with this duty. 

Their gourds being supplied with this mixture, they arrive·d at 

t1ie Hacienda de Agua Nueva, where they were quartered for 

foe night. The Mexican guard were abundantly helped to the 

liquor in the gourds, and in the night the signal was given to 
make the attack. By some means, howe,er, the morphine 

proved to be inefficient, and the muscal alone had served to 

keep the guard awake, and to stimulate th~ir courage. Thero 

were only nineteen of the Texans, armed with but a few guus 

which they had picked up, and a guard of ten times their num

ber. The Texans bad got off some distance, when daylight 

appearing, Captain Chaffind sent for them, and said that, if 
they would return, they should be forgiven; if not, be would 

have Dimit shot. This was repeated in hearing of the latter, 

who, fearing that Chaffind would put bis threat into execution, 

and not wishing to be shot like a felon, took a large dose of 
morphine which he had with him. Ilaving taken the opiate, 
ho wrote a letter to his wife, made a disposition of his prop

erty, and then calmly lay down on his blanket, requesting his 

friends around him to make known bis death, aud solicit the 

Texans to throw tho mantle of charity over tho act. "I do 

not fear death," said he, " but dread the idea of ending my 

life in a loathsome dungeon. Tell them I prefer a Roman's 

death to tho ignominy of perpetual imprisonment, and that my 

last wish is for my country's welfare." Soon after, he sunk 

into a sleep, from which be never awoke. Thus fell a noble 

spirit, by whom the first " Lone-Star" banner was unfurled on 

the heights of La Bahia.* 
One of these bands of Mexicans, under Ignacio Garcia, was 

met on the 7th of April, about ten miles from Laredo, by Cap· 

tain John C. Hays, in command of a company of twenty-five 

* Journal of Captain Thomae Pratt. 
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spies. .After a short contest, the enemy retreated, leaving 

three killed and three wounded. Ilays pursued the fugitives 

so closely, that ho took twenty-fi,o of them prisoners, without 

the loss of any of his corumand. * Those scouts umlor Captain 

Ilafs wore ve1·y useful and efficient in protecting the western 

frontier from Mexican and Indian in"Cursions. 
In the latter part of tho spring of 1841, oxtensi\'e prepara

tions wore being made in Texas for an armed visit to Santa 

Fe. The Congress having failed to make an appropriation for 

tho army, it was disbanded, and consequently there were many 

men thrown out of employment, who were anxious for such an 

adventure. The objects and motives of the expedition must 

be explained. It has already been. stated that the secretary 

of wat· had warmly recommended it in his report. President 

Lamar had spoken on the subject in the message of 1839. The 

friends of the measure had brought it up in each house of Con

gress, by the introduction of bills authorizing an expedition to 

Santa Fe, providing only for a small outfit; but both bills were 

rejected. t The object of the expedition was, to endeavor to 

prevail upon the people of New Mexico, residing within the 

statutory limits of Texas, to submit quietly and peaceably to 

au incorporation with tho other citizens of the republic, ancl to 

acknowledge tho right of Texas to complete jurisdiction over 

them. This being done, the revenue-laws were to ho put into 

operation, and a small military force retained there for the 

purpose of repelling any sucldcn attack of :Mexicans or Indians. 

A. commissioner was also to reside at Santa Fe, as tho agent 

of the government, with special instructions for his guidance. 

Xo further alterations were to be made in the laws or form of 

* Captain IInys's official repol't, .April 14, 1841. 
t Report 0£ the Select Committee on the Santa Fe Expedition, December 6, 

18,U. 

VOL. Il.-21 



322 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

government of the people than wero absolutely necessary in 

the change of their allegiance.* It was stated in an official 

paper that the expedition had been solicited by some of the 

citizens of Santa Fe, and the commander was instructed by 

President Lamar not to attempt a subjugation of tho people by 

arms, should it be found that they were unwilling to submit to 

the Texan laws; and that the men were only permitted to go 

as au armed body, to defend themselves, and the articles of 

traffic taken with them, against the hordes of savages which 

they might encounter on the way.t 
The members of the expcdilion rendezvoused at an encamp

ment on Brushy creek, about twenty miles from Austin. The 

military, under the command of brevet Brigadier-General Hugh 

M'Leod, consisted of five companies of mounted iufantry and 

one of artillery. Accompanying these went a caravan of mer

chants, with goods, suited to tho market, drawn in wagons; 

also some adventurers, who were neither soldiers nor mer
chants, but who went along fot· pleasure; and, finally, Messrs. 

William G. Cooke, R. F. Brenban, and J. A. Navarro, the com

missioners, who were charged by the president with the exe

cution of his instructions. :j: 
Difficulties were raised in fitting out the expedition. There 

was no law making any appro~riation for such an object, and 
each branch of the Congress had rejected a proposition for 

such an appropriation. • 'l.'hc president, however, gave orders 

to the quartermaster and commissary generals of the militia to 

contract for the necessary provisions and munitions of war for 

the expedition. Having endorsed the orders himself, he di

rected the proper officers to audit and pay them. The control-

* Secretary of Stale of Texas to B. E. Bee, June 21, 1841. 
t James Reilly, Texan O!targe, to American Secretary of State, March 21, 1642. 
t Secretary >f State to B. E. Bee, Jane 21, 1841. 
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]er having refused to allow these accounts, was ordered by the 

president, through the secretary of the treasury, to do so.* 

The gorclian knot being thus untied, the expedition set out 

from Brushy creek on the 20th of June, 1841. The president 

had spent the previous night in the camp, and, after taking 

leave of the " pioneers," returned to the capital. 

This expedition wa::i unfortunate-in wanting the sanction 

of law, in its consequences, and especially in the time of its 

departure; for, on the 22d of J uue, the commissioners sent by 

Arista, to tt-cat of an armistice, arrired in Austin. A more 

favorable feeling was beginning to appear; a brisk trade was 

springing up between Texas and the Rio Grande, encouraged 

by both parties; and it was understood that A.rista was willing 

to unite with the 1'exan authorities in the overthrow of the 

robbers that infested the plains of that river. So soon, how

ever, as the commissioners learned the departure of the Santa 

Fe expedition, they returned to Mexico, and the abduction of 
Captain Dimit and others followcd.t 

The number of volunteers doing duty under the orders of 

General M'Leod was two hundred and seventy. The remain

der of those connected with the expedition, consisting of the 

• The following ie the president's order: -
0 EXECUTIVE DEPAllT:.\lENT, March 24, lStl . 

"Hon. Joltn 0-. Ohallner•, &cretary of the 7.'reasury .-
. "Sm: You will instruct the controller to open upon his books an appropria

tion for fitting out nn expedition to Santa Fe ; also an appropriation, subject to 
my order, for disbanding the regular army; also an appropriation, subject to 
your order, for extra clerk-hire in the treasury department. 

"MmABEAu B. LA11Aa." 
"To J. B. Shaw, Eiq., Oontroller :-

" Srn.: You will comply witb the above orders of the president. 
" J. G. CIL\unrns, Secretary of tl,e 'lha1ury." 

On this order, something over eighty-nine thousand dollars were drnwn from 
the treasury and applied to the Santa F~ expedition.-Reporl of Select Oommil
tu, a:t., December 6, 1841. 
t "Telegrnpb," June 23 and 30, 1841. 
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staff, the commissioners, mdrchants, tourists, and servants, mun

bered about fifty. "The long train of wagons moving hea\·ily 

forward, witli the different companies of YOlunteers, all well 

mounted and well armed, and riding in double file, presented 

an imposing as well as au animating spectacle, causing erery 

heart to beat high with the anticipation of exciting incidents 

on the boundless prairies."·* After innumerable auventures

sueh as buffalo-hunts, Indian skirmishes, and mustang-chases 

-and much privation, with a loss of some few of the party
they arrive<!, .on tho 11th of August, within seventy or eighty 

miles (as they supposed) of San Miguel. During the mo5t of 

this time they had been lost among the mountains of the Red 

and Wachita rivc1·s. From this point they sent forward Messrs. 

Howland, Baker, and Rosenberry, to procure provisions, and 

ascertain how tho expedition would be rcccived.t The main 

body continued their wandering journey through a broken, bar

ren country, until the 10th of September, when they came to 
something like an old cart,.road, but it was soon lost in the 

sandy waste. The party were nearly driven to desperation by 

hunger. "Every tortoise and snake, every living and creep

ing thing, was seized upon and swallowed by the famishing 

men with a rapacity that nothing but the direst hunger could 

induce."+ A. few days afterward they came up with some 

Mexicans, on their return from a trading-excursion among the 

Indians; but the latter could give them nothing to eat, nor any 

information, except that San Miguel was still some seventy or 

eighty miles distant, but that there were settlements and flocks 

of sheep, where they could procure food, at the village of Au

ton Chico. The advance, which had first encountered the 

* "Santa Fe Expedition," vol. i., p. '12. We are indebted to George Wilkioe 
Kendall for a lively and romantic account of the expedition. 

t lb., vol. i., p. 102. t lb., p. 260. 
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:Mexicans, sent back three of them to guide the main body by 

a shorler route, while they set out for the settlements. Arri

ving at a fine camping-ground on the Rio Gallinas, where the 

shepherds kept their flocks, " a scene of feasting ensued which 

beggars description." 
The next morning it was determined by the advance party 

to send W. P. Lewis, captain of the artillery, and George Van 

Ness, secretary to the commissioners, dii-ect1y to San :Miguel. 

Messrs. Iloward, Fitzgerald, and Kendall, accompanied them. 

They took a letter to the alcalde, informing him that a large 

trading-party from Texas was approaching; that their views 

were in e,ery way pacific, and that they desired to plll'chase a 

considerable quantity of provision!;l to send back to the main 

body. They also took with them a number of President La

mar's proclamation, stating the object of the expedition, and 

that if the inhabitants of New ::\Icxico were not disposed peace

ably to join the Texan standard, the expedition would forth

with return. Accordingly, Captain Lewis and his party left 

the Rio Gallinas on the 14th of September for San :Miguel::❖ 

The shepherds at the Gallinas had iuformed the advance that 

the country was in arms against the Texans, and that Ilowland 

and his companions, who had been sent in advance on the 11th 

of August, were prisoners at Santa Fe. IIere, it would seem, 

a courier should have been despatched to General M'Leod with 

the information, so that, whether true or false, he could have 

been on his guard. Howland was, in fact, in prison, and at

tempted t.o make his escape, to gi.e notice to the Texan com

mander; but he was retaken, and for that offence afterward 

shot in San Miguel. 
Captain Lewis and his party, about two o'clock in the after

noon of the 14th, came up with two muleteers. From them 

* Santa Fe Expedition, vol. i., p. 270. 

• 
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they learned that Ilowland·s party were prisoners at Santa 

Fe, and that a great stir aud excitement existed in the country 

111 consequence of Go,oroor Armijo haYing informed the people 
that it was the intention of the Texans to burn, slay, and de

stroy, as they went. Here, again, it seems that this informa

tion should have been conveyed back to the main bouy. It 
was transmitted to the party left at the Rio Gallinas, but not 

to M'Leod. That night, Lewis and his companions slept at 

Anton Gltico, where they received an intimation that they 

would be arrested and shot the next uay. Disregarding this 

waming, they proceeded toward San Miguel; but on the way 

they were surrounded, disarmed, and dismounted, in the p(}

litest manner possible, by a company of Mexicans under the 
command of Don Salezar, and started on foot for the point of 

their destination. Shortly afterward they set out on the march 

for Santa Fe, but on the road met Governor Armijo, on his way 

to attack the Texan invaders of Xew Mexico. In addition to 

the fatigue of the march, the captives were tied together; and 

in this condition, about sunset, they met Armijo. The governor 

saluted them as friends, fltated that he had heard of their cap

ture, and asked them who they were. Captain Lewis replied 

that they were merchants from the Uuited States. Here Yau 
Ness interrupted him, and said that, with the exception of 

Kendall, they were all Texans. Armijo, seeing the lone star 
and the word "Texas" on Lewis's coat, took him by the col

lar, and said: "What does this mean? I can read-' Texas!' 

. . . . You need not think to deceive me," continued the gov

ernor; "no merchant from the United States ever travels with 

a Texan military jacket!"" 
Lewis, being well versed in 8panish, was taken as the gov

ernor's interpreter, and mounted on a mule. His companions 
i 

* Sant.a Fe ExpeJition, vol. i., p. 296. 
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were compelled to retrace their steps on foot toward San Mi

guel, where they arrived on the following momiog, and saw 
Howland and Baker, two of the Texans, shot. Armijo next 

proceeded against Colonel Cooke, who was left at the Rio Gal

linas with the advance of the expedition, consisting of ninety

four men. The day after Lewis and his party had left Colonel 

Cooke, the latter set out with his force, and encamped near 

Anton Chico. Ile sent four of his meu to the village to buy 
provisions, where they were arrested, but afterward released. 

Cooke asked Salezar what had become of Lewis and his party. 

He answered that, being satisfied with their good intentions, he 

had sent them Oil to the governor. On the 17th of September, 

when Cooke was about to set out for Santa Fe, Salezar sent 

him word that Armijo would be there in a few hours. With ' 

professions of great friendship Oil the part of Salczar, Cooke 
soon found himself pretty well surrounded by four or five hun

dred men. Ile was about to commence an engagement, when 

some one said Captain Lewis was at the head of the Mexican 

forces . Very soon, Lewis, in company with the governor's 

nephew, advanced. 1'he former told Cooke that Lhe people of 

New Mexico were exasperated against the Texans, and were 

in arms · that in addition to the six hundred troops before 
' ' them he bad seen four thousand more, well equipped, who , 

would be on the ground in a few hours ; that there were five 

thousand more on the march from Chihuahua, but Goveruo1· 

Armijo had commissioned him to say that, if the Texans would 
give up their arms, they could have permi1 sion to come in and 

trade, and that at the end of eight days they would be returned 

to them. Lewis further stated that such was the custom of the 

St. Louis traders when they came to Santa Fe, that no harm 

could result from such a course, and for the truth of these state

ments he pledged his honor. The Texans believed Lewis-
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gave up their arms-wore betrayed, arrested, and plundered. 

William P. Lewis was a traitor:x, One is here reminded of 

tho promises made to Fannin and Ward. Cooke had better 

have acted like Jordan at Saltillo. 

The following day, Goveruor Armijo arrived, and ordered 

the prisoners t-0 be all tied, and started them on to Mexico, 

without permitting them to see thoil' friends who bad been pre

viously taken, after which he immediately set out to meet the 

main body of the Texans under General M'Lcod. The latter, 

after recoiYing the message sent by the Mexicans a.t the Rio 

Gallinas, proceeded on bis march; but the constant annoyance 

of tho Indians, and, above all, starvation, rendered his move

ments slow, and wore out his command. Ile had reached the 

Laguna Colorado, some thirty or forty miles from the Rio Gal

linas, when he was met by Armijo. Having but few men fit 

for service, their horses lm.-ing nearly all perished or run 

away, and many of the men having thrown aside their arms to 

relieve themselves of the burden, the Texans, upon tho promise 

of good treatment, and that their personal effects should be 

returned to them, surrendered. This being done, they were 

searched, plundered, bound, and marched off to San Miguel, 

where tho last of them arrived on tho 12th of October. 

Kendall assigns the following as causes of the failure of the 

expedition: "In the first place, the expedition began its march 

too late in the season by at least six weeks. Ilad it left Aus

tin on tho first of :May, the gi-ass would ham been much better, 

and we should haYe ha<l. little difficulty in finding good water 

* Extract or n letter from A1·mijo to Gnrcin Cood~, governor of Chihuahua, 
and published in "La Luna:" -

" In consid~mhon of the great services rendered by Captain W P. Lewis, in 
nssialing me to capture these Texans, I have given him bis liberty and his goods, 
aml earnestly recomm~n<l him to the notice of the central government."-Sa11I• 
Fe .D'xpedition, yol. i., p. S46. 
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for both ourselves and our cattle. In tho second place, we were 

disappointe<l. in obtaining a party of Lipan Indians as guides, 

and were cousequontly obliged to take a route some throe hun

dred miles out of tho way, and in many places extremely diffi

cult of tt-avel. Thirdly, the government of Texas did not fur

nish wagons and oxen enough to transport the goods of the 

merchants, and this, as a. matter of course, caused sel'ious de

lays. Fourthly, cattle enough on tho hoof were not pro,ided, 

even with tho second supply sent for by the commissioners from 

Little river. Again, tho distance was nstly greater than we 

had anticipated in our widest and wildest calculations, owing 

to which circumstance, and an improvident waste of provisions 

while in the buffalo-range, we found ourselves upon half allow

:mce in the very middle of our long journey-a priYation which 

wtiakened, dispirited, and rendered the men unfit for duty. 

The Indians also annoyed us much by their harassing and con

tinual attempts to cut oIT our small parties and steal our horses. 

Finally, the character of the governor of ~cw Mexico was far 

from being understood, and his power was underrated by all. 

General Lamar's estimate of tlrn views and feeliugs of the peo

ple of Santa Fe and the vicinity was perfectly correct. Not a 

doubt can exist that they all were, and arc, anxious to throw 

off the oppressive yoke of Armijo, and come under the liberal 

institutions of Texas: but tho goYornor fow1d us divided into 

small parties ; broken down by long marches and want of food; 

discornred, too, a traitor among us ; and, taking advantage of 

these circumstances, his course was plain, and his conquest 

easy."* 

It would seem that when the advance reached tho Gallinas, 

* "The wild-goose c1rn1pnign to Snntn F6 wns nn ill-judged n1foir; nnd their 
surrender without the fire of n gun has lessened the prowess of the Texnns iu 
the minds of the :Mexfonns and it will lnke another San Jacinto nffoir to restore 
lbe.r chnracter."-Gener~l Jackson to Gmeral Hous/011, May 25, 1842. 
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and had an intimation of a hostile feeling, they should hare 

notified General M'Lco<l of that fact; and, as the sheep-folds 

furnLhcd nn al,undancc of meat, they should have sent back a 

supply to his famishing sol<licrs ; n.n<l, abovo all, remained thcro 

till he came up an<l recruited his mcu. They would then ha,·c 

bee11 uhle to present an undivided front to the enemy. Yet, 

after nll, those engaged in the expedition may have adopted 

the hcst course. At all events, they were paraded in honds 

on tho plaza of Snn :Miguel, on the momiug of the 17th of Oc

tober, aud marched to Mexico by way of $anta Fe. .Armijo, 

the governor, is fully dcscribc<l by Kcn<lall; and he seems to 

have obtained in Xcw :\lcxico a very cou~istcnt account of him. 

Ile hogan his career about .A.lhuquerqnc, the place of his na

tivity, Ly shccp-stca}ing. At this l>usinc:-s he was very expert. 

E,·cn after he became governor, he boasted of having stolen 

and sold to the owner thereof tho same ewe fourteen times! 

A.s ho grew up, he turned his attention to monlc, at which he 

was very successful. lJ o took the lend in tho revolt against 

centralism in 1837, hut f:ecrctly remaining at his ltacie11da. 

Upon the overthrow of the federal party in Santa. Fe, he man

aged to get himself appointed goYcrnor. In that exalted sta

tion he was controlled l>y no law but his own will, nor did his 

def.ires extend beyond tho accnmulation of wealth. His char

acter wns as bad as it could Le, and his actions were consbtent 

with it. 
Previous to leaving San :Miguel, the goods of the Tes.an mer-

chants were brought to the square, aud di:-pose<l of according 

to the wishes of Governor A.nnijo. Captain William P. Lc~·is 

ol>ta.incd a. good shnre of them, a.s did also the governor. The 

prisoners were placed under the control and charge of .2nlezar, 

a brnlc in feeling, ancl a. precious scoundrel in his bn8iness

relations. It is doubtless a. clear principle that n people who 
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v;ill ~nbmit to the guidance of such men as Atmijo and Snlezar 

are unlit for liberal government, and it seems to be no viola

tion of human or Divine justice that such a country ~hould pass 

into better hands.* 'l'o illustrate the conduct of Saloznr: eal'ly 

on the second morning after lea,·ing Sau )Iiguel, tho pri~oners, 

weary, and chilled with the cold, were ordered to ri:;e and con

tinue the march. The only food offered to ono hundred and 

eighty-seven half-starrnd men consisted of fifty small cakes ! 

Calling the prisoners around him, ~alezar would toss n cake 

into the air, to enjoy the scramble made hy the poor fellows 

for the little morsel. 
Without giving a. detail of a march so long and painful, and 

under treatment so cruel, it i1:, enough to say that, in the fin;t 

day:, of February, 184:2, the Texan cap ti \"C~, being ~eparnted, 

were i;afcly confined in the prisons of Santiago, Puebln., and 

Perot'•. Ilcre we leave them to the tender mercies of .. anta 

Anna, and return to the stirring event-. in Texas. 

The term of ser\'ico of President Lamar would expire in De

cember, 1841, and a now chief magistrate was to l>o elected on 

the first Mondn.y in September. The names of David G. Bur

net. the vico-pre:,i<lent, and Sam Ilouston, were presented to 

the people of Texas for this high office. During the canva:;s, 

theri! was much excitement. 'l'he newspapers entered into it 

with spirit and feeling. In fact, tho strifo was only surpassed 

by that witnessed the year before in the United States, in the 

conte::,t between William II. Ilarrison and 'Martin Van Buren. 

• "·n,~o Me.xicnna hnve abo,vn themselves iocnpnble of obaerving the rules 

an,\ l'ractice of honorable war hetween civilized nations. Their earnge coui-ae 

will not fail to draw down upon them the retribution they delf:r\'e. Ought it 

not to be 801 Why ihoul,l a land, abounding in many of Kature's favoM, b,• 

OCCllpieJ Ly men who l\ppear incapable of cith r moral or )'Olitical advnnce

rne11t i \\' u will not Le disappointed if this 1,roves, too, but the pNltt<le to tlu 

otCUpGtiou oJ thril countr,Y [New lllexico] by the .Anglo-S~ron ract. • -NN Or• 

/,ans Bulletin, Jo.,umry S, 18-l:l 

• 
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The result was, the election of S.nr IIou-..roN" hy three fourths 

of the !-luffrages. Thi,- was deemed an affirmnnce of his hu

mane policy toward the Indian!'l, of a more rigid economy in 

tho adminh,ti-ation of tho public expenditure~, and of n moro 

pacific conduct toward :Mexico. In the existing condition of 

Tcxa!'l, it became important that hc1· conduct should be such as 

to meet the approbation of tho United State;;, of France, a11tl 

~f England, the three great nations that had acknowledged her 

mdcpeudcuce, and were extending to her the relations of amity 

nucl commerce; for their sake:;, as well as her own, it was im

portant that she should act on tho dcfcn~irn, and abstain from 

all acts of robbery all(l plunder. By this course, the contrai;t 

would be more manifest when comparecl with the barbarous 

conduct of her enemy, and i;ho could appeal with a bettor grace 

to the government:> that ba<l introduced her into the family of 

nations. Eow.\.llD Bunu:-;o:,, was olccte<l vice-pre:;i<lent. 

Treaties had been made with the European powers, but not 

with the United tates; it was therefore an important object 

with Presiilent Lamar to enter iuto a suitable commercial ar

rangement with that power. Tho troa.ty of 1831, between the 

United States and Mexico, by which their commercial relations 

were gornrned, was altogether unsuitable. The boundary-line 

between Texas and the United Rtatos had been run and in-, 
eluded within the limits of tho former a wealthy and consider

able settlement on Rod river, before then considered as in 

~Iiller county, Arkansas. For tho lienofit of this and other 

Tex~n settlements in the Red-river valley, it was important to 

pronde hy treaty for an entrepot on the Mi"sissippi. A fur

ther and more tlcfiuito tt·eaty was noce;;~ary in regard to the 

Indians re::-i<ling near the borders of the respective republics. 

'l'o procure the formation of a treaty, covering these objects, oc

cupied the last days of the administration of President Lamar. 
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Dul tho engagements of ~fr. .'ecretary W ehster, in adjusting 

the differences of the United States with Great Dritain, pre

vented its consummation. 

Tho Texan minister at Washington, desirous of extending 

tho trade of the republic, addressed a note on the 27th of Feb

ruary ,.1841, to f-:eiior D'.\rgaiz, tho , pani,;h embassador in 

that city, suggesting the acknowledgment of tho independence 

of Tcxa,; by Spain, and proposing that some commercial a.r

raugcuient be made in regard to the trade between Texas and 

Cuba. D'.\rgaiz answered the note with much politcn~s, nnd 

promi~od to transmit a copy of it to )fadriu, and also one to 

the captain-general of Cuba. He did so ; hut his letter to 

:\lndrid was lost on the ill-fated steamer" Pte$idmt." After 

sumo delay, he sent another copy, aud reccivo<l in reply tho 

dt!claration that tho captain-general of Cuba was authorized to 

make a commercial arrangement. This answer was verbally 

commw1icntod to tllO 'l'cxun clwrge at Washington.* 

The sixth Congress as~emhlotl at Au~tin on tho 1st of ,. To

rcmber, 1841. 'rho expenditures for the year had been one 

million, one hundred and se,·cnty-six thousnnd, two hundred 

and eighty-eight dollars; while the receipts wore only four 

hundred and f0t·ty-two thousand, six hun<lretl nnd four dollars, 

and these almo::.t entirely in government paper. The amount 

of the public debt was unknown; in fact, it had increased so 

enormously, that it could only be c::timate<l.t In tho papers 

of that time, and even in official documents, tho estimate varied 

from seven to twelYe millions of dollar:;! The national debt 

counted against tho republic as so many <lollars, while her daily 

receipts and expenditures wore effected tlu·ough tho medium 

of her own paper, at a rate varying from ten to twenty cents 

• S,fior D'Argaiz ton. E. Bee, .Morch S, 18!1. 

t Fi1ca\ ITutory of Texaa, I· 113. 
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on the dollar. It was manifest that som9 different course must 

be pm·sucd. The paper was becoming e,ery day more worth

less, and the goYcrnment itself could not long survive the use 

of it. 
While her expenditures were so much greater than her re

ceipts, it was very clear that Texas was not paying her debt: 

nay, the question arose, whether she could lh-c at that rate; 

and, to men of reflection, it became palpably cndent that she 

could not. Estimating the annual expenses at two hm~dred 

thousand dollars, and the interest on her debt at four hunched 

thousand dollars, the amount wanted each year would be six 

hundred thousand dollars. To meet this, would require a tax 

of fifty dollars to he paid annually by each of her twcl,e thou

sand ,oters-a thing impossible. The government was hound 

to liYc. Bread is the first thing-in afiluencc or poverty, bread 

is indispensable. Of the debt (which we will estimate at ten 

millions of dollars), a portion of it, say three millions, had 

been paid out by the government, not at its face value, but at 

its market value, varying between ten and fifty cents in the 

dollar. On the subject of its redemption, tho secretary of the 

treasury, in his report, says: "While public faith, which should 

'Je held sacred, if possible, at all times, would seem to require 

the payment of our engagements to the uttermost farthing, still 
it should be borne in mind that we have not received f~ con

sideration for our liabilities; and if, under the imperious cir

cumstances of our situation, we can only afford a liberal reim

bursement to our creditors of their· investment, strict justice 

will have been obtained." On this observation of the secre

tary, a late writer, in behalf of the creditors, is very severe 

upon Texas. "There is little hope," says Mr. Gouge, "that 

the rights of creditors will bo much respected when those 

rights come in collision with the interests and necessities of 
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go,ernmcnt ;"•:f and he speaks further of such being the "pub

lic mind" in Texas. This able writer is aware of tho fact that 

these notes.and bonds were not money, and that they were not 

paid out ~s such ; but by tho law of the land they were paid 

out in equivalents, at their supposed value. Many of thorn were 

nnally sold in the streets at three and five cents on the dollar! 
A !Jill calling for one hundred dollars, thus sold, would nomi

nally bear eight or ten per cent. interest. 'l'he fortunate holder 

who, upon his investment of five dollars, should receive back 

one huntlred dollars in money, and interest on the amount, 

would be more lucky than the finder of a gold-mine. That 

portion of the debt contracted, not by equivalents, but to the • 

amount called for on the face of the notes or bonds, stood on a 

very different footing; and the same good faith that required 

Texas to pay the value she received in the one case, required 

her to pay the entire obligation in the other : such, at least, 

was her feeling and wish at that trying moment. It is very 

trnc that this debt need not ha,e been so large, and that its 

augmentation was unwise and ruinous; yet the fact was so, 

and the Congress of November, 1841, conld not undo what 

had been done. Nor did the Texans choose to follow tho ex

ample of their fatherland in regard to the continental currency 

-let it go. Mr. Gouge knew nothing of the "public mind in 

Texas." If he had examined the history of her struggle, as 

he did tho books of her treasury, he might have learned some

what of the public mind. 
At the very time :Mr. Secretary Chalmers was penning the 

report so offensive to the "rights of creditors," a. scene was 

transpiring on the right bank of the Rio Grande, which, if Mr. 

* Fiscal Ilistory of Texas, p. 11~. Tbe United St.ntes set a Lad examp!e, in 
refusin; to redeem her "continental" paper. She shoulJ have req,ecmeJ '.t for 
her o,rn sake- for the word ol a st.nte is eacred. The same may be said of 
TelUUI. 
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Gouge had read, as Texas read it, would have shed some light 

upon the subject of the public mind. The Tcxau prisoners, 

hungry, barefooted, and worn out, arc driven before the Mexi

can guard. We will gi,c the affair in the language _of an eye

witness: " On being dri,en from the cart, ~I' Allister declared 

his inability to proceed on foot. Salezar drew his sword, and 

peremptorily ordered him to hurry on, and this when Salezar 

had half a dozen led mules, upon either of which he could have 
placed the unfortunate man. Again M' Allister, pointing to his 

swollen and inflamed ankle, declared himself unable to walk. 

Some half a dozen of his comrades were standing around him, 

with feelings painfully wrought up, waiting the denouement of 

au affair which, from the angry appearance of Salezar, they 

now feared would be tragical. Once more the Moodthirsty 

savage, pointing to the main body of the prisoners, ordered the 
cripple to hurry forward and overtake them. IIe could not. 
'Forward!' said Salezar, now wrought up to a pitch of frenzy; 

'forward, or I '11 shoot you on the spot!'-' Then shoot!' re

plied M' Allister, throwing off his blanket, and exposing his 

manly breast, 'and the quicker the better!' Salezar took him 

f at his word, and a single ball sent as brave a man as ever trod 

the earth to eternity. His ears were then cut off, his shirt and 

pantaloons stl'ipped from him, and his body thrown by the road

side as food for wolves."* 

President IIouston having entered upon the discharge of his 

official duties on the 13th of December, sent in his message to 
Congress on the 20th. On the subject of the war with Mexico, 

he stated that, after the unsuccessful advances already made 

by Texas for peace, no further effort should be made on her 

part; that kindness should be extended toward the people of 

* R:endalPs "Sant& F.; E.'<pedition," vol. i.~ p. 893. The ears were tnkeo 
along as a receipt, ehowing the disposition made of the prison.er. 

PRESIDENT IlOUSTON'S MESS,IGE-SYNOPSIS. 337 

Mexico, and the commerce between the two countries encour

aged; that any interference in the civil wars in Mexico was 

incompatible with tlie dignity and interests of Texas, and cal

culated to exasperate the former, while it only weakened the 

resources of the latter. 'I'his portion of his message indicated 

bis course in regard to Yucatan. Ilis Yiews on this subject 

were girnn more explicitly in a letter dated October 26, 1841, 

before the nasal force sailed for the coast of that peninsula. 

"We haYc no interest," says he, "in forming alliances with 

foreign countries, if the laws even authorized the president to 

do so. Those who joined the fc<loralists were betrayed. The 

result will be, that the people of Yucatan will reunite with the 

central government, and our navy will be betrayed." 

On the subject of Indian relations, President Houston de

clared his policy to he totally different from that lately pur

sued. Ile recommended that trn.ding-posts be established 

along the frontier, that traders be permitted to traffic with the 

Indians at these posts, and that a force of some twenty-five 

men be stationed at each. He further recommended the ma.

king of treaties with the Indian tribes; declaring that wheu 

the la.tter found that Texas was disposed to treat them kindly, 

confidence would be restored, and the interests of trade would 

keep them quiet; that millions of dollars had been expended 

in the attempt to exterminate them, but it had served only to 

irritate and war and theft were the result. With an amount 
) 

less than oue fourth of former appropriations he firmly believed 

he could procure and maintain peace with all the tribes on the 

Texan borders. 
On the subject of the finances and the condition of the treas

ury, the president stated that the government was in a condi

tion more deplorable than at the period of its commencement. 

"There is not," he observed," a dollar in the tt-cusury. The 
VOL. Il.-22 
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nation is involved from ten to fifteen millions. The precise 

amount of its liabilities bas not been ascertained ..... We 

are not only without money, but without credit, and, for want 

of punctuality, with1•1t character. At our first commencement 

we were not without credit; nor had a want of punctuality 

then impaired our character abroad or confidence at pome. 

Patriotism, industry, and enterprise, arc now our only re

sources- apart from our public domain, and the precarious 

revenues of the country. These remain our only hope, and 

must be improved, husbanded, and properly employed." 

The president then proceeded to recommend some definite 

course or means of keeping the goYernment from falling to 
pieces. He says : "I will not hesitate in recommending the 

only plan which, to my mind, appears practicable and efficient 

View it as we may, it will at least find justification in neces

sity. We have no money-we can not redeem our liabilities. 

These facts are known, and we had as well avow them by our 

legislation as demonstrate them by every day's experience. I 

would therefore recommend to the honorable Congress a total 
suspension of the redemption of our liabilities, to a period suffi

ciently remote to enable the go.crnment to redeem in good 
faith such as it ought to redeem. It is known to the execu

tive that, to a considerable amount, they have been justly in

curred, while he has reason to believe that many will be brought 

forward not by any means entitled to governmental considera

tion. To attempt a redemption of our present liabilities by 

taxiug om· population to tho amount necessary, would be to 

them ruinous. Much as we might have deprecated this course 

of policy, we have now no other remedy left. The evil is upon 

us. While many just claims arc thus deferred, we can only 

refer our creditors to our inability to pay our debts." 

'l'o sustain the government, the president recommended that 
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the taxes be reduced, and that the same as well as the customs 

be paid in par funds. He also recommended the issuance of 

excltequer bill.~, not exceeding three hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars in amount, to take the place of the promissory-notes. 

He also advised a loan of three hundred and fifty thousand 

dollars. 
These were the chief points in Houston's message. The 

sixth Congress, which might well be termed the" Reform Con

gress," went zealously to work, not only to reform abuses, but 

to inquire into the causes of those that had already occurred. 

A select committee of the house of representatives took to task . 

the late president and ,ice-president for moneys drawn from 

the treasury without authority of law, and on the 6th of Decem

ber, 1841, made a strong report on the facts. Yet, as these 

moneys were applied partly to the payment of the disbanded 

army and partly to the Santa Fe expedition, and the intentions 

of those high officers were believed to be good and patriotic, 

the matter was passed over. 

To return to the movements of the Texan financial negotiator 
in Europe. After dismissing the business of Lafitte and Com

pany in Paris, General Hamilton repaired to Brussels, and en

tered into a quasi agreement with the Belgian government; 

and, returning to London, he addressed President Houston a 

note, apprizing him that he would be in Texas between the 

middle of January and the first of February, 1842, with a com

missioner of that government, who was coming out to sec if the 

arrangement could be concluded.* It proposed that Belgium 
should specifically endorse a loan to Texas of seven millions 

of dollars, at six per cent. interest, redeemable by a sinking

fund within twenty years, upon a pledge of the public faith, 

the taxes and resources of the country, a general pledge of the 

* Hamilton t.o the President., November 18, 1841. 
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whole of the public lands, and a special pledge of fixe millions 

of acres-together witll a pledge of one liali' the amount Jor

rowed, which was to remain in the Belgian treasury, at four 

per cent. interest, until Texas paid up the other half with the 

interest: which amounted to a joint-loan, Texas paying two 

per cent. on the half borrowed by Belgium, to obtain her as a 

partner. In addition to this, Texas was to admit Belgian man

ufactures of cotton, iron, woollen, and linen, at half the duties 

imposed on those of other nations; and her arms and munitions 

of war were to enter free of duty, while the same articles from 

other countries should pay a duty of one hundred per cent. 

Besides, Belgian vessels were to ha,e • the same privileges in 

the coastwise trade of 'l'exas, and pay only the rate of tonnage 

paid by vessels of the republic. In addition to all this, Bel
gium was to send out a commissioner to look into matters in 

Texas, and report upon them to his government.* President 

Ilouston submitted the projet, without comment, to Congress; 

but that body did not adopt it.t On the contrary, it had pre

viously repealed all laws and parts of laws authorizing the five

million loan.:t: 
Thus ended a fantasy which Texas had pursued for years, 

to the great prejudice of her finances and true interests. Ilonor 

t.o the noble resolves of the sixth Congress, which had pro

claimed in Texas the true doctrine that a nation is not enriched 

by borrowing, and that the Palmers and J audons of finance 
were not the true founta.ins of a people's wealth ! This body 

went still further: the two houses enacted a law abolishing 

many offices, and reducing the salaries of those retained ;II and 

* General llamilton's projet, Brussels, OcLober 20, 1841. 
t Specilll Measage, February 22, 1842. 
:j: Act of January 12, 1842. 
I Act of December 11, 18-H. "A comparative statement of the officers ijm• 

ployed nt the scat of government, their grade and pay, duriog the years 1840 
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while they declined making a proposition for a loan, even for 

the small amount of three bundrcu thousand dollars-for they 

knew of no one that would take it-they authorized the issu
:rnco of exchequer bills to an amount not exceeding two hun

dred thousand dollars. The law further provided that nothing 

but gold and silver, and such bills, should be received for du

ties, or for direct or license taxes ; that collectors of revenue 

should redeem them, when presented, with any money which 

they might have on band; that the bills should be paid out for 

no other purvoso than those specified in the appropriation laws, 

and when returned into tho treasury they were to be cancelled.* 

But, ten days afterward, Congress went still further, and passed 

a law directing that a joint committee of the two houses should 

call on the secretary of the treasury, and receive from him ev

ery species of notes, star-paper, eight or ten per cent. bonds or 

notes, treasury warrants, drnfts, or change-bills (which bad 

been redeemed or paid in), "and the same set fire to, burn up, 

and wholly destroy."t And the same thing was to be repeat

ed on the first day of every month, by commissioners to be ap

pointed for that purpose. These were farnrable signs. 
On the 18th day of J anua.ry, 1842, the first authentic infor

mation of the capture of the Santa Fe expedition was received 

in the Texan capital. It came through Seiior Alvarez, the 

American consul at Santa Fe, and with a wonderful accuracy 

or detail. It filled the people of the republic with profound 

sorrow. They had seen a well-appointed force of noble spirits 

set out from the valley of the Brushy on the 21st of June, pro-

1841, nnd 1842,n made out by James B. Sha,v, conlroller, on the 16th of Decem• 
ber, 1842, is now before me, nnd shows the amount of salaries as follows:-

1840 .. . .... . ..................................... $174,200 
1841. . . .... . .. .. . . ..........................•.••• 173,506 
1842.............................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • 32,800 

* Act of Jnnunry 19, 1842. f Act of January 29,"1842. 
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cec~ing as they supposed to an easy and peaceful conquest. 

Dunng the long march tlirough the wilderness, they heard 

nothing from them; and it was indeed astounding to learn for 

the first time, seven months afterward, that the entire ex~edi

tion, with all the arms, horses, and goods, had been taken

without firing a gun-the property appropriated by the cap

tors, and the prisoners bound and on the march to the city of 

Mexico! 

On the receipt of the first report of the capture, tl1e Texan 

representati,e at Washington laid the matter before the gov

ernment of the United States, and urged its kind offices in be

half of the prisoners. As many of them were citizens of that 

republic, and had gone ?ut in no hostile attitude, but only as 

travellers and adventurers, this fact was also strongly urged.* 

Mr• Secretary Webster immediately sent special instructions 

to Mr. Ellis, the American minister at Mexico, to procul'e the 
release of the citizens of the United States so captured• and 

in relation to the Texan prisoners, he charged him to ~ay t~ 
the Mexican authorities that summary, sanguinary, or undue 

punishment, of the Texans in their custody, would be more apt 

to defeat tho object of that punishment than if the offenders 

were to have a fair trial ; that it would excite and foment in 

the United States a bitterness of feeling prejudicial to Mexico: 

therefore, in a friendly manner, regular judicial proceedinO'S 

and mild punishments were recommended. 
0 

Texas, not satisfied with this step, urged the appointment of 

a special envoy from the United States to Mexico; and, as the 
captives bad many friends about W asbington, a. memorial was 

strongly signed and presented for that purpose. Other memo

rials also came in from a distance. These were followed by 

resolutions from the legislature of Kentucky, and then by reso-

* N. Amory to the Secretary of State of Texas, January 4, 184.2. 
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lutions of inquiry from the national house of representati,es. 

l[r. Amory, the Texan charge d'ajfaires, called upon Senator 

Preston, of South Carolina, for advice. Mr. Preston suggested 

that General Waddy Thompson, of bis own state, be sent as 

minister to Mexico, with full instructions on the subject ; and 
immediately waited on Mr. Webster, and urged his appoint

ment. The latter approved of the proposition, and promised 

to lay it before President Tyler.* G'cneral 'l'hompson was ap
pointed, and took out with him further instructions to demand 

po~itiYCly the release of the prisoners who were citizens of the 

l'nited States, and also requiring that the Tex.ans who were in 

captivity should be treated with humanity,' and not abused or 

put to slavish or degrading labor.t 
The Texan Congress, upon receipt of the intelligence of iho 

capture of the party sent to Santa Fe, passed an act e.!tending 

the boundaries of the republic, so as to include portions of the 

states of Tamaulipas, Coahuila, Durango, and Sinaloa, and the 

whole of Chihuahua, Sonora, New Mexico, and the two Califor

nias-embracing a country of greater extent than the Ameri

can Union at that time, and including two thirds of the teni
tory of Mexico, with two millions of her inhabitants! President 

Houston vetoed the bill, upon scYeral grounds. Ile stated that 
other nations would view it as a legislative jest, inasmuch as it 

was the assumption of a right utterly impossible to exercise. 

He took occasion also, in bis ,eto-message, to give a view of 
his pacific policy.:j: "I need not assure your honorable body," 

he observes, "of the ardent desire I entertain for peace and 

friendly intercourse with all nations. So long as we arc not 

on amicable terms with Mexico, so long will wo suffer hindmnce 

* X. An,ory to the Secretnry or Stale of Texas, January 14, 1842 
t Jnmes Reilly to Anson Jones, Secretary or State, March 25, 1s~2. Daniel 

Websler to Waddy Thompson, April 26, 18-12. 
i Vet.o-~lessage, February 1, 1842. 

• 
I 
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to our prosperity. The constant cry of invasion will be sound

ed, not only thPoughout Texas, but throughout all nations to 

whom we arc known; and while this is the case, we may feel 
confident that immigration will be impeded, if not entirely pre

,en ted. From this source we are to draw both population and 

wealth ; and no matter bow desirable our soil and climate might 

he to fo1·cigners, nor how great their anxiety to make our coun

try their home, it certainly would be no additional inducement 
to families that Texas should remain in hostile relations with 

Mexico, which might, and would, at all times, render their sit-

uation one of l!nplcasant excitement, if not of danger .... . . 

Texns only requires peace to make her truly prosperous anu 

respectable. Peace will bring with it every advantage." Ile 
further aro-ued that tho bill for taking so much of their terri-o 

tory wonld arouse and unite the Mexicans, and excite them to 

a powerful effort against Texas, which would at least annoy 

the latter, and withdraw her citizens from the pursuits of in

dustry. He further stated that the mediation of Great Britain 

had been inYoked, and its exercise only delayed to await the 

ratification of certain treaties; that should this extension of 

bounda1-y, however, be enacted, it would form a barrier to any 

successful negotiation, and suspend all diplomatic action on tho 

part of the British government. 'l'he president, in conclusion, 

stated that the moment selected for bringing forward such a 

measure was most unfortunate, as the Santa Fe prisoners were 
then in the hands of the enemy, and he was using his be~t 

efforts for their release ; that the nows of tbs claim set up by 

Texas to so much of Mexico, arridng in the capital of the lat
ter countt-y, would render abortive all his efforts for their lil>

oration, and perhaps cause their destruction. Tho fact of the 

passage of the bill by Congress, notwithstanding tho presiden

tial veto, had an unhappy effect upon the diplomatic relation$ 
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of Texas. Mr. ·w ebster, the American secretary of state, men

tioned it to the Texan charge d'affaires, and said "it looked 

as if Texas was too grasping, and might excite the jealousy of 
other nations."* 

The unanimous vote of the people of Texas in fa,or of an

nexation to the United States will be remembered, as also the 

diplomatic correspondence between Mr. Forsyth and :.\fr. IIunt, 

in 1837, on that subject. The administration of Martin Van 

Buren being opposed to it, the proposition was formally with

drawn by Texas on the 12th of October, 1838,t and not re
vived again until 1842. On the 26th of January of the latter 

year, ~fr. Reilly, tho Texan chMge d'affaires at Washington, 

was instmcted to direct his attention to the subject, and ob

serve whether there was any disposition on tho part of the gov

ernment of the United States to assent to or offer a proposal 

of that kind, and whether tho American Congress and the peo

ple of that country manifested a like disposition. If so, he was 

directed to report tho facts for further instructions. Mr. Reilly, 

after making tho necessary inquiries, reported to his govern

ment that the administration of President Tyler was decidedly 

in farnr of the annexation policy, that it was popular with the 

Congress, and that 'l'exas was rapidly increasing in reputation 
and character in tho United States.:j: The position of Presi

dent Tyler before the people of the American Union was pecn

liar. A reference to a few facts will illustrate this. In the 

contest between the two political parties in 1840, tho whigs 

adrocated a United States bank, and the democrats tho inde

pendent treasury. William II. Ilarrison, as tho exponent of 
the former party, was their candidate for president; and, to 

* James Reilly to the Texan Secretary of Stnle, March l l, 1842. 
t Anson Jones to Anron Vail; October 12, 1638. 
t James Reilly to the T~xan Secretary of Stat<', April 15, 1842. 
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enable them to succeed in the election, they had added to the 

ticket the name of John Tyler for vice-president. The anteco

dents of the latter had shown him to be a democrat, and op
posed to a national bank ; yet, as they would have the presi

dent on their side, the whigs were willing to wink at these 

heresies of their vice-president, provided they could thus draw 

over enough of the democratic element to succeed. Mr. Tyler 

also waived the subject as much as possible, in order to obtain 

the office. The plan was laid with great skill, advocated with 

unusual zeal, and crowned with triumphant success. On the 

4th of March, 1841, these distinguished persons were duly in

stalled into office, and an extra session of Congress called to 

meet on the last day of the following May, to put the bank into 

operation. But, on the 4th day of April, just one month after 

bis installation, President Harrison died, and John Tyler was, 
by the constitution, invested with the executive functions. The 

Congress met, and the triumphant party very soon chartered a 

bank, which, to satisfy the supposed scl'Uples of President Tyler, 

they called the "fiscal bank." Ile receiYed the bill on the 6th 

of August, and vetoed it on the 16th.· As this veto was not 

included in the programme of 1840, the Congress got up an

other bill, which, in further compliance with his conscientious 

scruples, was <lenominated the "fiscal corporation." This bill 

was sent to him on the 3d of September, and he returned it. 

with his veto on the 9th. The whig party, which had thus far 

sustained him, could stand it no longer, but nearly all deserted. 
With the exception of Daniel Webster, the secretary of state, 

who had foresight enough to discover that a national bank was 

"an obsolete idea," the entire cabinet resigned. Mr. Tyler, 

l1aving estranged himself from his ancient friends the demo

crats, could not count on their aid : so the administration pre

sented the anomaly of a government without friends. However, 
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the president had patronage, and some discretion, and soon 

gathered around him what was known in that day as a " cor
poral's guard," and so the federal goYernment went on. 

Since the battle of San Jacinto, the annexation of Texas had 

been more or less discussed by the people and press of the Uni

ted States, and all men of discernment saw that it must take 

place, and that its consummation was only a question of time. 

The Yast emigration to Texas, following the achievement of her 
independence, excited and hurried on this feeling in the popu

lar mind. Mr. Tyler saw it, and had too much penetration, 

and was too much in need of friends, to permit the performance 

of an act so glorious to pass into other hands. He spoke freely 

to the Texan minister on the subject. "I am anxious for it," 

said he, "and wish most sincerely I could conclude it at once." 

-" The president would act in a moment," wrote )fr. Reilly, 
"if the senate would assent."* But, as matters then stood, it 
was deemed best to mediate with Mexico. Accordingly, in

structions were sent out to Waddy Thompson to use his best 
efforts to bring about a peace between Texas and Mexico. 

* James Reilly to Anson Jones, Secretary of State, July 11, 1842. 
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CH.A.PTER XII. 

IT is said to be easier to raise spirits than to put them down. 

The spirit of economy had been called up in Texas; and the 

sixth Congress, being fully pledged to it, doubtless went too 

far. It is true that the appropriations of the two houses ex

ceeded the revenue ; but they took no measures to increase the 

latte!'. The president had recommended that the tax.cs be re

duced one half, but paid in par funds. This would, in fact, 

ha.ve increased them two hundred and fifty per cent.; but it 

was not done, and the amount of direct taxes collected, scarcely 

paid tho expenses of tho operation.'' Tho result was, that the 

issue of exchequer bills, though small, was entirely dependent 

upon tho duties on imports for redemption. Tho large frontier 

of tho republic, contiguous to the United States, afforded such 

abundant facilities for smuggling, that the amount of these du

ties was greatly reduced. Ilcncc the exchequer issue was not 

worth, in June, 1842, more than fifty cents in the dollar. Texas 

was in a state of torpor, and her people, occupied with their 

private affairs, seemed to take little interest in the national 

credit or in public business. 
But they were soon aroused from this state of torpidity by 

the appearance of an invading army from Mexico. This army 

was not intended or expected to resubjugate 'I'exas. That 

* Houston's :Message, Jnne 27, 1S42. 

MEXICAN CAPl'URE OF SA.N ANTONIO. 34!) 

idea had not entered into the bead of Santa .A.nna since he 

kissed the hand of Syh·cster, on the 22d of April, 183G. The 

subject of annexation had been freely discussed in the United 

States. In all those discussions, the principle, as lo.id down 

by Secretary Forsyth in 1837, was admitted to be correct· 
' 

"but," said the advocates of annexation, " tho war between 

Mexico and Texas has terminated; no hostile army of the for

mer has invaded the territory of the latter for six years and 
' ' 

though there has been no formal recognition by Mexico, the 

war is in fact ended, and there is no legal impediment to an

nexation." It was in reply to these discussions that a thou

sand Mexican troops were despatched to Texas early in 1842. 

Texan spies had giYen short notice of their advance upon Re

fugio, Goliad, and San Antonio. 'l'hc enemy, under the com

mand of General Rafael Vasquez, amounting to about seven 

hundred men, of which only about one hundred were infantry, 

appeared before San Antonio early on the 5th of March, and 

sent in Colonel Corasco to demand a stuTender of the place, 

promising complete protection and immunity to such as should 

uot contend in al'ms. At that time, the Texan force iu the 

town consisted of only a little over one hundred men, mosLly 

from Gonzales, under the command of. Colonel John C. Hays. 

A. consultation was held, when iL was determined to despatch 

Messrs. Van Ness and Monis to the Mexican general, and in

form him that the Texans would decide by two o'clock in the 

afternoon what they would do. Tho commissioners repaired 

to the enemy's headquarters, and made known this fact. In 
the meantime, the Texans concluded to evacuate the place, 

which they did, and retired upou the Guadalupe. The com

missioners remained with Vasquez until night, were treated 

with great hospitality, and then escorted out of the enemy's 

lines. The Mex:icans, in taking possession of the town, hoisted 

• 
' 
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the national flag, appointed an alcalde, and declared the llexi

can laws to be in force. They beha,ed with great propriety 

at first, and placed sentinels o,er private property for its pro

tection. They brought with them and scattered over the place 

Arista's proclamations of the 9th of January preceding. The 

American population, with very fow exceptions, left with the 

Texans troops. The enemy remained in the town only two 

days, and departed on the morning of the 7th. They took 

with them all the valuables they could carry, for which pur

pose they collected what wagons and carts they could find. 
In other respects they behaved as well as could be expected 
of a public enemy. A considerable number of the Mexicans of 

San Antonio went with them.* It is also to be observed that 

the plunder taken was not by order of the enemy's officers, but 

by the soldiers privately, and by tho Mexican citizens, who car

ried it off with them as their own.t 
On the day the enemy took San Antonio, a small force en

tered Refugio. They conducted themselves with like propriety 

at that point, paying for what was furnished thexn.:t: On the 

evening of the 3d of March, a party of forty Mexicans appeared 

at Goliad. They found few people there, nor were they so 

civil to them, but took two or three of the men prisoners, and 

di·orn off some beeves.II 'l'hey, however, soon retreated, as 

did those from Refugio. 
The news of this invasion was sent from each point of con

tact with wonderful despatch to every part of Texas, and loud 

calls were made for a turn out en masse to repel the inrnders. 

The summons was immediately obeyed; but the distance from 

these points to the settlements was considerable. However, 

* Letters of W. D. Miller, March 9 and 13, 1842. 
t Letter of General Terrill, March 16, 1842. 
+ Letter of W. J. E. Heard, March 6, 1842. 
I Letter of Jomes D. Owen, Mnrch 4, 1842. 
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General Burleson reached San Antonio on the evening of the 

15th of March with tw i or three hundred men, and other forces 

from the lower settlements on the .Guadalupe and Colorado 

soon arrived. The panic, nevertheless, induced many families 

on the frontier to fly from their homes. The report had pre
ceded them that the enemy were many thousand strong. Offi

cial calls were made upon the militia to turn out and repair to 

the point of danger; and Brigadier-General A. Somervell, of 

the first brigade, being the senior officer of the militia, was 

directed to take the command.* It was understood and ex

pected that Austin, the capital, would be attacked. This 

was a most important point to 'l'exas; for all her records, and 

especially the papers of the land-office, upon which every land

title in the republic depended, wern there kept. While most 

of the inhabitants retired farther within the settlements, a force 

of some two hundred men remained behind to guard the town. 

The chests containing many of the records were, for greater 
safety, buried in tho grnund. 

By the 15th of March, the number of Texans in camp, and 

on the march, was at least thirty-five. hundred ;t but they had 

turned out without preparation, and only for a campaign of a 

few weeks. A consultation was held on that day by the offi
cers at San Antonio, when it was concluded that the Mexicans 
had already c1·ossed the Rio Grande; and, as the order of the 

secretary of war did not authorize a march across the Texan 

boundary, it was decided to halt until General Burleson could 
ascertain the views of the president on the subject of marching 

into the enemy's country. But, on the day before, the execu

tive had issued an order, directing the troops to be organized, 
and to await further orders. 

* Order, Mnrch 10, 1842. Executive Record, p. 47. 
t Order, Mnrch 14, 1842. Executive Record, p. 51. 

• 
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Ifasiug determined, if practicable, to commence otrcn~h·e 

war against Mexico, it became necc!'sary to outain aid from the 

friends of Texas in the United States. To cany the Tcxnn 

banner successfully into the enemy's territory, " would require 

all the munitions of an invading army; a military chest would 

also 1,e nece;;.;ary to effect the object and in~urc succcs8 ;" the 

troops ~bould be landed at a designated point, and subject to 

the orders of tho execntiYe; each soldier should be bUpplicd 

with six months' clothing; tho recompcn~e of the troops should 

con~ist of the property they obtained by conquest upon princi

ples of honorable warfare.* These were tho views made pul>

lic by the president on tho lGth of March; and agents were 

de1-patchcd to the United f-tates to sec what coul<l he done. 

W. H. Dangerfield was appointed commissioner, under an old 

unrepealed law of 1839, autho1·izing a loan of a million of dol

lars, to ascertain what could be effected in that way. t Ile 

wa,.; also instructed to act a,; an agent, as were other,, nnd 

directed to use e,·ery exertion to procure pecuniary aid from 

n.hroad.:j: In regard to the ,olunteer troops that were invited 

from the United dales, special orders were given to the agents 

that none were to come except such as WCl'e armed and "clothed 

and pl'OYisioncd for six months." This was absolutely neces

sary, for Texas had neither money nor Cl'edit with which to do 

these things. It wn:, estimated that five thousand troops would 

lie required for a successful inrnsion, and that two millions of 

dollar,; would ho needed. When we look at the force and 

means employed subsequently by the United States for the 

same purpose, the estimate was low enough. 

* Lellct· to II. II. Wa hinglon and othera. 
t Uouelon lo J)angcrfielJ, :\lny 17, 1812. Executive Record, p. 92. 

t lb., f.l:eculh·e RecorJ, p. 91. Letter to II. R. A. Wigginton, May 1S, 1842. 

Letter to John Darringlon,Mny 1:1, 1~12. L~ller to Walter Smith, .May 12, !St2, 

L~tler lo Ilorry Oille•1•ie, April 30, 18-12. 
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The president again wrote to General Somer.ell, on the 18th 

of Mnrch, reminding him of tho important preparations neces

~ary for an offcnsirn war. As many of the troops were anx

ious to proceed at once across the Rio Grande, without any 

preparation, order, union, or discipline, he referred to this 

point, and to the fute of Grant, Johnson, and, in fact, all tl1c 

di~a~ters of the spring of 1836, and warned them against dis• 

ohcdiencc of order,. ~faking an estimate of the time necessary 

to collect means and troops from the friends of Texas in the 

t'nitetl Slates, the president informed General 8omer,cll that 

the army wouhl not he ready to morn from the rendcz,·ous un

der four months, or until the 20th of July. 

In the meantime, great excitement had o;·isen among those 

,·oluuteers who exp1·esscd a wish to advance immediatdy. In 

fact, it was reported that an n.rmy would he raised and march 

into )fexico on its own account; and that, for this purpose, 

agents, other tliau those appointed hy the government, were 

collecting tl'oops and means in the 'United Btate.s. To coun

teract these lawless proceedings, Pl'esident Houston issued bis 

proclamation on the 25th of April, declaring such agents as 

acting without the authority of the republic; that the war with 

~foxico was national, and would he conducted liy the nation ; 

nnd that such conduct on the part of such pretended agents 

was calculnted to embarrass the republic. 

'fhis excitement and party strife had hecn greatly increac:ed 

by proceedings in the Texan camp nt Bexar. General Somer

vell nrriYed in camp on the 18th of March, but the troops re

fused. to obey the prc:-ident's order. General orncn·ell then 

retired, leaving General Burleson in command, \rut without 

orders. On the 31st of March, General Ilurlc~on addressed 

him a note, saying that if he would repair to hca,lqunrtcrs the 

next clay, be would again cheerfully yield the command to him. 

YOL. ll.-23 
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This General Somcr,ell declined, as the troops claimed the 

right of electing their commander. On the 2d of .A.pril, Gen

eral Burleson disbanded them. This was followed by a publi

cation from that officer on the 6th of April, in which he says: 

'' I feel no hesitation in believing that if my orders had per

mitted me to cross the Rio Grande, and retaliate upon our ene

my his oft-repeated outrages, by this time five thousand bra"l'e 

men would have been west of said river, inflicting a chastise

ment upon him which would result in an honorable peace. But 

President Houston's order of the 22d of March-in which he 

says that 'one hundred and twenty days will be necessary be

fore wo can make a move against the enemy' -was a finishing 

stroke to all our. present prospects of redress." The "l'ice

president may have been right in his ,iew of tho matter, for be 
was a man of daring spirit and military sagacity ; but experi

ence has since shown that it required from tho United Stutes 

an army of twenty thousand men, and au expenditure of seY• 

enty millions of dollars, to procure from Mexico an honorable 

peace. 
In the meantime, the president advised tho Texan agents in 

the United States to send all emigrants to Corpus Christi, and 

not to permit them to come without arms, clothing, and provis• 

ions, for Texas was absolutely unable to furnish these things. 

Notwithi,tanding these directions, the volunteers came over the 

gulf, and landed at Galveston, without having any of the re

quisites named in the positi..-e and repeated orders of the exec

utive. Tho go,·ernment therefore pressed into its service a 

vessel to take them to the rendezvous, where they were com· 

pelled to subsist as best they could-and they could obtain 

nothing but beef. 
To obtain means, and a legal sanction to an invasive war, 

the president convened the Congress, to meet on the 27th day 
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of June. It was summoned to meet at Ilouston:;:. The Mexi
cans having procured two vessels-of-war from England, in ad

dition to the two purchased at New York, it was expected that 
they would appea1· on the Texan coast; and preparations were 

made at Galveston for their reception. The Texan navy hav

ing sailed to the coast of Yucatan in the fall of 1841, in plll'
suance of the treaty concluded with Peraza, was not available, 

although its return was expected. In the meantime, a coast

guard, under the command of Captain John Clark, was organ
ized and despatched to Aransas bay, and elsewhere along the 

coast, to look out for any vessels freighted for the enemy.t .A. 

number of volunteers from the United States being collected at 

Corpus Christi, the adjutant,..gcneral,James Da"l'is, was ordered 

on the 5th of ::\fay to repair to that point and take the com

manJ.t Ile was directed to organize and discipline the troops; 

• The con~titution provided (section S, gene1·al provisions) that the president 
and heads of department. should keep their offices at the sent of government, 
unless removed by permission of Congress, or unless in caM,1 of emergency in ti111e 
of u:ar the public interest may require their removal. On receipt of the news 
of the .Mexican invasion, the president issued an order (March 10, 1842) for the 
removal of the archives of the republic to the city of Ilouston. The citizens of 
Austin held n meeting, nnd ap{'ointed n committee to organize resistance to this 
order. They notified Colonel W nrd, commissioner of the general land-offict, 
that they were ready to 11ssist in the removal of the land-office paper~, but th~t 
it must be to such plnee as they mij!hl select, aud not the president. The affair 
created considerable excitument at the time, and the more because locnl inter• 
csts were invoh·ed as well as the safety of lhe recor,ls. The following order 
from the officer acting under the nulhorit.y of those who had resolved to resist 
the executive order, will give an idea of the matter: -

.. R)mnutNTAL Oaoeas, B .uTBOP, March 19, 184:.?. 
"l,fr, Georg• ]Vouul : -

"Sm: In pursunoce with orders from hendqunrters, dated 18th inst., you nro 
hereby ordered to slop any wagon running down the river, except those under 
a French passport [De Saligny wns removing his archives]. 

"You will txnmine all trunks, unless the teamster will swear that he saw the 
~ame loaded, or the contents of the same, &c. 

" W. S. WALLACE, Lieute11at1l•Oolonel 4.tlt Regime11I Texas Militia.." 

t Order, March 12, 1842. Executfre Record, p. 61. 
t Executive Record, p. 87. 
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and they were by no means to advance towa1·d the frontier 

without the or·dcrs of the exccuti've, and any attempt to do so 

without orders was to be suppressed. " The greatest and ev

ery curse," says the or?er, "which has befallen Texas, and 

every disaster and massacre, have resulted from a foolish pas
sion to take }fatamoras without means. When there are means 

for a successful attack, it shall be taken; and, until then, any 
attempt ·would be destructive to Texas." 

General Davi2, on reaching the troops, found them on the 

Nueces, greatly disorganized, and without anything to eat. He 

appointed a quartermaster, but he could procure nothing but 

beef, and that be obtained from the few settlers without remu

neration ; for, as has already been stated, the government had 

neither money nor credit. The citizens of Refugio county com

plained bitterly to the president of the consumption of their 

property. "Not only have all our beeves been taken," say 

they in their petition, "but our cows and young calves are im

presserl, and many of our families left without beef, the princi

pal means of our support."* Unhappy Texas !-too poor to 

provide provisions for a few troops, and too much out of credit 

to borrow! Nevertheless, it was perhaps best for the cause of 

humanity and civil liberty that both Texas and Mexico were 

unable to raise the means for prosecuting offensive war. The 

want of men and munitions gave opportunity for reflection; 

and the time required to procure these served also to calm the 

passions aroused and to heal the wounds inflicted by past op

pression. The po\·erty of Mexico had another good effect: it 

induced her to release the Santa Fe prisoners. Some few of 

them wel'C discharged in .A.pri), 1842, and the others not long 
afterwardt-with the exception, however, of Jose Antonio 

* Petition of Michael Reilly and others, May 13, 1842. 
t I have just l'eturned from Mexico, where I had the 1neans of knowing 
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Kavarro, one of the commissioners sent out by President La

mar. Ho remained in prison some two years longer. 

The solemn assurances voluntarily given by Santa Anna, 

while in Texas, of his favorable disposition in regard to her 

iudeJlendence, did not accord with his conduct in sending the 

force under Vasq ucz to San Antonio. In addition to this 

fact, he had written letters to Messrs. Bee and Ilamilton,·full 

of the high pretensions of Mexico. General Ilamilton l1ad 
written him a letter, proposing an indemnity of five millions 

of dollars to Mexico in consideration of a treaty of peace and 

1imits, ana two hundred thousand dollars for contingencies 

and secret senice. Santa Anna became indignantly virtuous 

on the receipt of this letter, and, although it was marked "con

fidential," caused it to be published in the ne,vspapers of the 

city of Mexico on the 18th of February, 1842, with his reply, 

pretty well what disposition would probably be made of the Texan prisoners. 
The government have kept them so long, and nt so great expense, that they 
would willingly get ri,1 of them under any conditions. It w•s supposed by 
their excellencies, General Thompson and ::\Ir. l'•kenbnm, that they would all 
bo released in n short time; and, with this expectation, the former wrote me, on 
the 80th of .April, to request the 'Texns government nn<l their friends at l1ome 
to put him in funds to take carc of them.' They will require at least two thou
sand dollars to tnke them from their several places of confinement to "V em 
Cruz."-.Lttter of F. Perin, May 26, 1842. 

"Two drafta, one for 1163.66 dollars, and another for 5090.10 dollars-both 
in favor of L. S. Ilnrgous, Esq., American consul nt Vera Cruz-h,we been lnid 
before me. I con not describe my regret nt not hnving it in my pow~r to meet 
the demands. The government has not one dollar of the funds described, nor 
lies the executive the means to obtain them for any purpose. The situation of 
the Santo F~ prisoners hns been known to the honornble Congress for the last 
lwo sessions, and its attention called to their condition, but no law wns passed 
for their 1·elfof. There is not one dollnr left nt the disposition of the president, 
e:tcepl to meet specinl appropriations made for the present year. The president 
sympathizes most f~elingly with lhe Santn F~ prisoners, and rejoices nt their 
return to their country and friends. If his private me,ms would ~nnble him ~o 
do so he would most certninlv relieve 1111 their wants, and contribute to their 
comf~rts; but he is 118 deetitut~ of menns ns the government of T~xas. 

"I am your obedient servant, "SA>t IIousToi<. 
II .d"8)ta .2.J, 1842, 11 

Eze,mtive Record, p. 139. 
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in which he denounced the offer as impudent and audacious.* 
This conduct of Santa Anna was presented to the notice of the 

presidcn t of Texas, and, after the incursion of Vasquez, he 

deemed it proper to reply to these prctcosioos of the ~fexicau 

dictator. This he did on the 21st of )farcb, by a reference to 

past transactions, and in a manner so appropriate as to attract 

the attention of other powers. The letter was extensively cir

culated in America and Europe; it was also published in Yu

catan in the Spanish language, and thence circulated to some 

extent in other parts of Mexico.t 
In accordaucc with the executive call, the Texan Congress 

assembled at Houston on the 27th of June; and on the same 

day the president sent in his message. After referring to the 
late incursion Qf the enemy under , asquez, and the pompous 

declaration of Santa .Anna, threatening the resubjugation of 

Texas, he said : " Om· citizens have been, and are still, liable 

to continual annoyance from the enemy. Ko formidable inva

sion, it is true, has been attempted since 1836, nor do I bcliern 

they will ever be able to effect its accomplishment; but, though 

this is my fi~m conviction, I am nevertheless equally satisfied 

that they will interpose every impediment to tho peace, pros

perity, and settlement, of our frontier." Ile therefore ad,·iscd 

that measures be taken to counteract the enemy's designs. He 

further stated that, under the conYiction that an immediate in
vasion had been intended by the Mexicans, he had felt himself 

authorized, by virtue of existing laws, to invite immigrauts 

from the united States, to assist in giving protection to the 

advanced settlements. Under that im·itation, immigration to 

some extent lrnd taken place; and, for want of means on the 

* These fo~ts nl'e taken from 11 Spanish copy of Generlll Hamilton's reply of 
March 21, 18·12, published iu Merida de Yucatan. 

t E>:coutive Rcconl, p. 56. See Appendix No. Vill 
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part of the government, the immigrants had beon sustained 

almost entirely by private contributions. They could not, how
ever, be longer supported in that way. The president there

fore asked the Congress for an immediate decision of the ques

tion of inn1sion. Ile then referred to the finances of the repub

lic- reminding the two houses of former recommendations, and 

the consequences which had resulted from their failure to pro

ride a revenue. Among other things, he stated that, for want 

of appropriations, the transp~rtation of the mails had entirely 
ceased. This bad greatly embanassed the cxecuti,e, " for he 
had not one dollar at his disposition for the employment of ex

presses, even under the most urgent ci.rcumstances." These 
matters, together with a recommendation that an appropriation 

be "made for the support of the na,y-lately returned from the 

coast of Yucatan-closed the more important points of the 

message. 
The two houses, during thei1· session, called upon th.e presi

dent for information in regard to the immigrant volunteers. 

He replied on the 18th of July, informing them that a spirit 

of insubordination and mutiny openly pre.ailed among them, 

destroying every hope of usefulness and harn10ny; that he 

despaired of their reformation, and suggested that it woultl be 

more politic for Texas to rely upon her own militia, and to 

discharge the foreign volunteers.;,:. 

The Congress at length passed a bill authorizing offensive 

war against ~foxico. It provided that the president should 

call fo1· volunteers for that purpose, and, should tho number 

responding to such call be immfficicnt, then he was required to 
order out not exceeding one thirtl of the militia of the republic, 

including those that ,olunteered. Tho executive wr,s author

ized to take command of the army in person; and suitable 

* Executive Record, p. 120. 
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agents were to be appointed to receive, in and out of the re

public, contributions of land, money, proTisions, and equip

ments, uecessary for the prosecution of an offensive war; and 

the president was authorized to hypotl1ecate or sell no~ exceed

ing ten millions of acres of the public lands for the purpose of 
raising a war-fund. 

It was very clear that, to prosecute an offensive war, with 

tho hope of making even au impression on tho eastern prov

inces of Mexico, less than fh·e tJ1ousand troops would not be 

sufficient. It was equally clear that they must have a military 

chest. So large a body of men could not march and subsist 

on the proceeds of the chase, or tl10 few cattle on the route 

east of the Rio Grande. The Congress had appropriated ten 

millions of acres of the public lands; yet, at that time, under 

existing contracts, persons emigrating to Texas could obtain 

lands by settling on them; and land-scrip representing thou

sands of acres was in the markets of the United States, and 

could be purchased at the rate of twenty-five dollars per sec

tion. At this rate, if tho whole ten millions of acres could 

have been immediately sold, it would have realized only four 

hundred thousand dollars. This amount would scarcely haYe 

equipped the army. As to the donations, the government had 

not even the means to start out its agents. The people of 

Texas were too poor to give to any extent, and the zeal of her 
friends in the United States had greatly abated since they had 

received the news of the retreat of Vasquez from San Antonio. 

Colonel Dangerfield, who had proceeded to New Orleans to 

procure the million loan, did not obtain a dollar. For these, 

and other reasons presented, tho president vetoed the bill.* 

* Veto-~Iessnge, July 22, 1842. Executive Record, p. 126. Generel Jnckson, 
iu a Jetter lo Pre~id,-nt Houston, dated August 17, 1 S-12, says: "If you hnd not 
v~toed this bill, it would he,-e led to the destruction of your country, and the 
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The Mexicans embodied on the west bank of the Rio Grando 

were constantly advised, through the traders to Corpus Christi, 

of tho situation and numbers of the Texan force on the frnntier. 

The volunteers unuer General Davis, on the Nueces, by the 

last of J uue had been reduced by desertions and other causes 

to one hundred and ninety-two men. The enemy, being in

formed of this, determined to attack them. Accordingly, ou 
tho evening of the 6th of July, General Da'l"is received i11telli

gence that be would be assailed the next morning by a con

siderable force under Canales, the old federalist chief. Ile re

moved his camp from the open prairie about two hundred yards 

nearer to a ravine, for the better security of his troops against 

the Mexican cavalry, ha.Ying his right protected by the river 

and a slight skirt of timber. At daylight on the 7th, the ene

my, about seven hundred strong, of whom five hundred were 

cavalry, with one piece of artillery, attacked the camps, or tents 

of brush, which the Texans had left the evening before. After 
making a charge, they discovered that the Texans were not 

there, bnt, discerning their new position; they advanced upon 
them in a very careless and disorderly manner. A few of the 

enemy, being in advance of their main force, were permitted 

to approach near the Texan lines, when they were fired upon 

with some effect. This checked them, and they fell back to 

disgrace of all concerned in the invasion of ?,foxico-as tl;e n~tempt iu your 
present silunlion must inevitably have foiled, and placed you in a condition that 
you could not successfulJy defend Texas from beiog reconquered by the power 
oDfoxico. Your true policy is to act upon the defensive, nnd husband all your 
means for this purpose, nod be at nil times prepared to meet nnd destroy any 
invading or marauding party of Mexicans." 

"I have always thought," says Joel R. Poinsett, in a letter dated ~ay 2?, 
1M2, "lhnt the true policy of Texas consisted in maintaining a defons1ve n~li
tude, ,trenglhening itself as much ns pos~ible nt home and abroad, nod sutfcnng 
Mexico to forget its existence, which, with their usual apathy, if unmolested, 

1., d • • b • Mexico less proba-lhey would soon do. Every yc1u· wou u ren er myas1on ) 
hie, as well as much Jess likely to succeed, should such no unprofitable nod ex~ 
lravagant measure be rc!olved upon by the pride and folly of that government. 
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the main body, who opened a fire upon the Texans, hut tho 

distance was too great to produce any result. When tho enemy 

had got out of reach, the Texans ceased to fire, but remained 

in their position. In a short time, fifty of the Mexican cavalry, 

with the piece of artillery, took a position about two hundred 

and fifty yards to the 'l'exan left, with a Yiew to rake their 

line. At this moment, a Texan soldier, named Fe1tgusou, by 

a lucky shot with a largo rifle, iuflicted a mortal wound on the 

officer commanding the detachment with tho cannon; where

upon tho whole force under Canales retreated. They carried 

off with them, however, a. stand of colors belongiug to the Gal

Yostou company, which had been accidentally loft at the former 

camp .. In this affair, the Texans had only one man slightly 

wounded; the enemy's loss was not ascertainod.-K· Soon after 

this, tho Yolohtcors under General Davis disbanded. 

Tho veto of the war-bill produced considerable excitement 

against tho presiuent, yet ho was lh-m to his purpose. 1t is not 

improbable that information recei,·cd from the Texan charge 

d'ajfaires at Washingtont had some influence on the miud of 

tho ex.ocutivo; for just before the war-bill passed the Congress, 

he received notice that the go,·ornment of the United States 

intended to represent to that of Mexico tho folly of a further 

continuation of the war, and to offc1· its sen-ices as mediator. 

Accordingly, Mr. Webster addressed to the American minister 

at Mexico an admirable lotter on that subject. He referred to 

tho facts that the language, customs, and habits, of the Texans, 

were different from those of the people of Mexico ; the great 

distance of Texas from the Mexican capita.I; the long period 

during which they had been soparntod ; the recognition of the 

independence of Texas by so many great states ; the treaties 

* Geneml Davis's report, July 7, 1842. 
t James Reilly to the Presiuent, June 10, 1812. 

• 
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and commercial relations entered into with her; and the addi

tional but important fact that tho ultimo.to reannexation of 

Texas to Mexico "was among the things most to be douhtod."* 

For these reasons, the United Stales looked upon the war as 

usclc,,s, and qui to anuoying to the commerce on tho gulf; and, 

while she could not interfere, if the parties were determined to 

continue tho contest, she could not look a,t it with indifference, 

and woulu cheorfnlly accept tho office of mediator if desired. 

)Iexico, howeYer, having rejected the mcdiatron of Great Brit

ain,t also rejected that of the United States, and prepared, not 

for another invasion, but for a marauuing expedition similar to 

that which she had sent out in the spring. 

AL dayhrcak, on the 11th of September, 1842, a force of 

about twelrn hundred Mexicans, uuder the command of Gen

eral Adrian Woll, entered 8an Antonio. At that time, the 

district court fot· Bexar county was in session, and tho appear

ance of tho enemy being unexpected, the citizens were hut little 

prepared for defence.:f: ..\.fter a slight resistance, by which a 

few of the invaders were killed and wounded, n. capitulation 

was agreed upon; and the citizens, having assut·auces that they 

would be treated as prisoners-of-war, surrendered. The enemy 

thus acquired fifty-three prisoners, including Judge Hutchinson, 

presiding in the court, and tho lawyers in attendance. They 

conducteu themselves with tho same propriety as in their incur

sion of the previous spring. N"o authorized plunder or robbery 

occurred. The object of the expedition was doubtless the samo 

as that of tho former-that is, to contradict the argument ad

ranced by tho annoxationists in the Uuitod States, thn.t the war 

was inf act at an end. 

* Dnuiel Webster to Wnddy Thompson, June 22, 1842. 
f Asl,hel Smith to President Ilouston, Mny 31, 184.2. 
t R~port of the Sect·elary of "War 011,l Moriue, November 12, 1842. 

• 
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General Woll still lingerea in San Antonio; and news off e 

incursion reacl1ing the Texan executi"v-e, orders were issued to 

the militia west of tho Brasos to repair to the point of attack, 

and to tho militia east of that riYer to hold themselv-cs in readi

ness. Brigadiet·-General Somervell, the senior officer of the 

western militia, was ordered to repair to tho frontier and take 

tho command.;; Ilis instructions were to assume tho charge 

of all the troops who would submit to his orders. The secre

tary of war had 'previously issued an order, directing those 

who had turned out on the first alarm to report to the govern

ment; but no report was made. General Somor,·ell was there

fore oruerod to report regularly, as the government would look 

to him for official nows. 
The report of the enemy's arrival at San Antonio reached 

Gonzales the same day, when the citizens, to the number of 

eighty men, under the command of Captain Matthew Caldwell, 

set out to moot him. They arrived at Seguin on the 13th of 

S~ptember.t Ifaviug advanced to the Salado, a creek six 

miles cast of San Antonio, Captain J olm C. Hays was de

spatched with about fifty men to draw out the Mexicans. In 

this he succeeded well; for General Woll, with two hundred 

caYalry a"!ld six hundred infantry, sallied from the town in pur

suit, while !lays fell back on the Salado. Caldwell had here 

a force of about two hundred and twenty men, well posted he
bind tho bank of the creek, some two miles above the crossing. 

About eleYcn o'clock in the morning, he was attacked on two 

sidelf by \Yoll's entire force of eight hundred men. The action 

continued till near sunset, when the enemy fell back, badly cut 

up, with a loss of sixty killed, and perhaps as many wounded.f 

* Pr~sident Jiouston to Somervell, October 8, 1842. Executive Record, P· 149• 

t QunrtermMter BenneLt's let~r, September_ 27, 1842. 

+ CnlJ well's first report of this engagement 1s as follows: -
+ "t:oNDAY Septcm.bn- 17, 7 o'clnrk, P .• '41. 

"At the Salado, two miles above the old crossing, we commenced fighting at 
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Tho 'l'exans had but one killed (Jett), and nine wounded. But 

just as the fight ceased between Caldwell and the Mexicans, a 

fearful tragedy occurred. Captain Dawson, with fifty-throe 

men, from La Grange, in attempting to join Caldwell, were 

discovered and surrounded by the enemy. Dawson found a 

grorn of mosquito-bushes, in which he raUied his men and com

menced his defence; but the Mexicans withdrew from the range 

of his rifles, and poured in upon his unprotected company a 

shower of grape-shot. Dawson s011t out a white flag, but it 

was fired on. Thirty-two of his men were killed, two or three 

escaped, fifteen wore _taken prisoners, aud tho remainder cut 

down after they had surrendered. .Among those that escaped 

was Woods, who, in the act of delivering up his arms, received 

a cut from a sword. Ile seized a lance in the hands of one 

of the enemy, killed the lancer, mounted his horse, nnd reached 
the position of Caldwell in safety:* 

:Many of tho Mexicans of San Antonio and its vicinity were 

engaged on the side of the enemy. Among them were Colonel 

John M. Seguin and Cordova. Seguin, up to the beginning of 
• 1842, had boon the steady friend of Texas : he had a small 

coapany of rancheros at tho battle of San Jacinto, where he 

behaved handsomely ; and after that event, ho had been con

tinued in command on the western frontier.t But,he left the 

eleven o'clock to-Jay. A hot fire was kept up till about one hour by auu, wheu 
lhe enemy retreated, bearing off thei1· dead on the ground, and vtry many dead 
and wounded were taken from the field by their fri.lnds. We hnn n gloriolll! 
band of Texan pntrioL", among w ho,n ten only were wounded, nng nob, one 
killed. The enemy are all round me, on every side; but I fear them not. I 
will !,old my position till I hear from reinforcements. Come nnd help me-it 
is the most favorable opportnnity I have ever seen. There are eleven hundred 
o{ the enemy. I can whjp them on my own ground without nny help, but I 
can not take prisoners. Wby don't you come 1-Huzzn I huzza for Texas I 

"MATITIEW CALDWELL, Colonel eommanding." 
* Thomas William Ward's Jetter, September 28, 1842. 
t Letter of Colonel John C. IInys, September, 1842. 
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Texa11s at a time when he was not much needed, antl when he 

could have little hope of anythiug but disgrace in the abandon

ment of the lone-star ba11ncr. Cordorn, who had figured so 

conspicuously about Nacogdoches in 1838, had little to lose 

except bis life; and it is said he was killc<l at the Salado, on 

the 17th.* 
The enemy hurried back to San A11tonio, and sent off their 

baggage on the same night after the action. At daybreak on 

the 18th, their forces set out on the retreat, taking with them 

such of the Mexicans of Texas as adhered to them. The lat,. 

tcr, in departing, ma.de another forcible requisition upon the 

unhappy town for plunder, and carricJ off what they could. 

Colonel Caldwell, haYing his force now increased to four or 

:fiye hundred men, went in pursuit of the Mexicans. Twice he 

came up with them, but feared to attack them, as he supposed 

they would be reinforced. This expected reinforcement was 

said to be a body of :fifteen hu11drcd men under General A.mpu• 

dia, who had marched to Goliad. The supposition proved t-0 

be incorrect but it saved the enemy from a handsome defeat. , . 
After a pursuit of some thirty or forty miles, the Texans re-

turned. 
At the ffrst news of the advance of the Mexicans, the town 

of Austin was thrown into commotion, from au expectation that 

they would visit that place. This excitement was increased 

from the fact that., on the 4th of September, five men on Brushy 

road, two miles from Austin, were attacked by the Indians, and 

two of them klllcd. The records of the land-office were still 

there, and their safety jcoparded. Colonel Ward, the commi&-

. sioner, closed the land-office by proclamation. t As the danger 

* It wns said lhnt Cm·dovn wns killed by Jett, nt the beginning of Lhe action. 
-Liter of T. W: Wan~ September 28, 1842. 

t Prool11m11tion, September 28, 1842. 
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or having the records destroyed wos imminent, the committee 

of the citizens who had controlled them since the inrnsion of 

the pre,ious sprfog, felt the necessity of their removal, and 

proposed to the commissioner to take them to such point as 

they should deem safe from the encroachments of the enemy. 

.\. conference was held, and it was proposed that the commis

sioner should remove them to such point as J,e should deem 

proper, tho wagons to continue hauling until they had trans

ported such of the records as the committee thought rnluable. 

This the commissioner declined, but proposed to remove thcrr. 

eastward as far as Brushy creek. This was conceded on the 

part of tho committee, but the wagoners refused to remo"l"e 

them:* Thus they remaine<l there, and, by the retreat of the 

enemy, were left unmolested. 

A.s a considerable number of troops were marching west

ward, a further and special order was issued to General Som

e1·1·ell on the 13th of October, directing rum to select an eligi

lile point for a rendezvous, and proceed to the organization and 

drill of all such volunteers as should report to him with a " firm 

resolve" to be obedient to orders, and, if required, to cross the 

Rio Grande. He was iustrncted to receive no others into the 

serYice. Ile was further directed to establish his camp at 

some distance from San Antonio, that the Mexicans might not 

be informed of his designs. "When the force shall have as

sembled," continued tho order, "if their strength and condi-

• Letter of the Commissioner of tlie General Laud-Office, September 28, 1842. 

"Thomas William TVard, E&q. : -
"Au· N.N, Stptcmbtr 23, 1842, 

"Sia: The committee of safety, having prepared wago.is to t11ke the nl'chiws 
of the government to o place which tltey deem safe from the encl'Onchmenf.5 of 
!lie enemy, shouhl it oppronch this city, are now l'eody-to commence the removal 
of them to that place. "Your obedient eervonl$, 

"SAMUEL Will'TIXG, Ollairma><, 
"JAvn; WEBB, "JosEPn LEE, 1' Euo}:NE C. KELT\', 

"A. D. Coo11ss, "WII.L1A11 L. CAZNE.w." 
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tion will wal'l'ant a movement upon the enemy, it is desirable 

that it should be executed with promptness and efficiency."* 

From the time of the first assembling of the troops until their 
departure, there was much confusion, arising out of a want of 

provisions and ammunition, bnt, abo\·e all, from the insubor

dination and ambitious pretensions of rnrious persons in the 

army, who, feeling themselves competent to assume the direc

tiN1 of the entire force, and march them to victory over the 

w1. ! , of Mexico, were surprised and indignant that the com

mand was not conferred on them. The result was, that many 

of the ,olunteers returned home from Bexar. Ilowever, about 

the 18th of November, General Somer"'ell set out from the 

Medina v. ith some se,en hundred and fifty men, and, after a 

•rather unpleasant march, reached Laredo, on the Texan side 

of the Rio Grande, on the morning of the 8th of December.t 

.A.bout one hundred Mexican troops, who had evacuated the 

town on the approach of the Texans, retired across the river. 

General SomerrnU marched three or four miles down the left 

bank of the stream, where he encamped. The next day (the 

9th) a portion of the troops Yisitod Laredo and plundered it. 

This conduct was in direct Yiolation of the orders of the cxecu-

* M. C. ITn111ilton, Secretary of Wnr, to A. Somervell, Octol,er 13, 1842. Gen• 
crnl Alexnn<ler Somervell was II nRlive of ::\lnryland, and wns nbout fifty years 
old nt the time of this campaign. In 181'7, he removed to Louisianii, w~ere h~ 
established a form. Failing in this business, he proceeded iu l 824 to Mi.sour,, 
where he followed the business of n merchnnt. In 1838, he was induced by the 
late .James F. Perry to remove with his vocntion t.o San Folipe, in Texns. W~eo 
th~ T~xan Revolution broke out, he took part in it, nnd, with the rnnk of mnJor, 
pnrlit ipate<l in the operalions and bnttles nround San Antonio in 18$5. Such 
wns his populuity, that, in the reorganiZ11tion of the nrmy cnrly _in. 183_6, he 
was elected JieuteMnt.-colonel. In this office he was among those rlishngu1Shed 
nt Snn Jncint.o. Ile served in the Texon Congress ns n senator in 1886-7; wae 
in the Ind inn cnmpnign of 1839. under Colonel J. C. N~ill; nnd was afte~werJ 
elected to the command of the first briuade of Texas militia. He was acc'.deol· " r • ocel'e 
nlly drowned in January, 1854. Ile was a man of fine social qua ihe;, 81 

attachments, and a welcome guest. - Ooloncl Jolin llmry Brown's Notea. 
t Letter of General l\lemucnn Hunt, January 8, 1842. 
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tire and of General Somervell. So soon as the commander 

disco\·ercd what was transpiring, he gave orders to the senti

nels ou duty to arrest every straggler as he came within the 

lines of the encampment, that he might be conducted to the 

quarters of the guard. and examined. The result was, that the 

spoils, consisting of a little of everything in the town, were 

thrown into a pile, and the alcalde sent for, and directed to 
return the articles to the owners. -1(• 

On the 10th of December, it seems that, by consent of Gen

eral Somervell, those of the troops that desired to do so were 

permitted to return to their homes. Some two hundred availed 

themselves of this permission, and returned, under the com

mand of Colonel J. L. Bennett. The remainder of the a1·my, 

moring down the river, arrived opposite Guerrero on tho 14th. 

On that day and the next, tho Texans crossed the stream, and 

encamped within a mile of the town, which submitted without 

a contest, and filled the requisition made upon it for supplies. 

On the 16th, General Somervell ordered the troops to recross 

the river, which was effected on that day and the succeeding. 

On their first passage they had crossed in canoes : their return 

was greatly facilitated by the use of four large flat-boats· found 

in the Rio Salado, which empties into the Rio Grande near 

Guerrero. General Somer\·ell had made a requisition upon 

the town for a hundred horses, but, as they were not supplied, 

he sent Major John C. Hays with seventy men to demand five 

thousand dollars in lieu of the horses. The alcalde came into 

the Texan camp with seven hundred dollars, declaring it was 

aU that could be raised, and that the horses could not be pro

cured, as they had been driven off by the ranclieros, who had 

retreated from the town on the appearance of the Texans. An 

* Letter of General M. Hunt, January 8, 1842. Statement of William B. Mid
dli,ton. 

VoL. II.-24 

" 
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order had been published, assuring tho troops that there should 

bo an equal division of the spoils. "In flomo instances," s 1ys 

General Hunt,* " captains of companies would allow their mt.:n 

to detach thcmsch•es in small numbers, and acquire for their 

purposes any number of horses and mules they cottld find; 

other officers denied their men this privilege, saying that all 

property t,bus acquired should be procured by rcgula1· details 

of men, and equally divided between officers and men. Ilut, 

when we commenced tl1is second retreat, General Somencll 

failed altogether to conform to his pledge. Consequently, the 

captains who had been most particular in requiring and enfor

cing dhicipline and subordination from thei1· mon, in not allow

ing parties to leave camp, acquirc<l. no horses or mules to sup

ply those of their companies whose horses were unfit for ser

vice. This produced great dissatisfaction, and increased the 

prejudice and contempt almost univen,ally entertained and 

openly expressed by the officers an<l. m~ toward General Som

ervell. fo fact, I heard many of the officers and men declare 

their determination not to be commanded by, and conducted 

on th~ir march home, liy an officer incompetent as he had 

proved himself to be. Consequently, on the morning of the 

19th, when General Somervell issued an order of march,t Cap-

• This quol.l\tion from Gener/\\ IIunt i.s made with the more confidence, be,

cause be wae preeent, and reduced the facts to writing immediately on his re-

turn. 
t The following ia the orJer of the 19th of December 1842:-

"Ordcr No. 6-i. 
ti Jl&.t.DQU,..T&U. CA.MP OPl'OSITK TltK MOUTH or TIIX fl.AL.A.DO. t 

•· l:uT BA.~K or It.Jo GLL"'-Ds. .S 

•· The troops belonging to lhe Soulhwcslern Army will mnrch al ten o'clock 

this morning for the junction of lhe Rio Frio and lhe Nueces, thence to Gonzale!, 

where lhcy will oo Jisbnnde<l. By order of Brigadier-General Somernll, com• 

minding the Soulhv.Milern Army. 
"Jons IlDll'IIILt, .Atting AJj1da11I Q-,,rrol." 

Genernl ~omen•ell eta lea aa bis rea,on for iasuing the a hove order, that, "h•~· 

iog been eleven days OD lhe river, and knowing - the v11riou1 poailion• of lhe 
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tains Fisher, Cameron, Easlland, Ryan, and Pierson, refused 

obedicuce, together with most of the men under their command 
' 

and a large numl>er of officers and privates of other companies. 

The result was, another didsion of our forces, which were then 

reduced to about five hundred men. About two hundred offi

cers and men accompanied General Somervell, and three hun

dred accompanied the fi\'e captains above mentioned. The five 

;aptai_ns who separated from General ...,omerrnll declared their 

ntention to proceed down tho i-iver far enough to procure 

liorses to remount those of their commands wbo were on foot, 

or who~e hor.ses were unable to carry them, and a necessary 

supply of foo<l. to take them into the settlements, when they 

would return home." 

Before the two parties finally sevarate<l., it was proposed to 

depose General Somerrnll, and elect another commander but 

tho proposition was not acceded to. Somervell then so; out 

on his return, marching slowly the first two or three days to 

enable bis men to get a supply of beef. Tho march was t~en 

more rapid i and the troops finally reachc<l. Bexar durin"' the 

last.days of January, 1843, l1aving suffcrnd much for wa7it of 

pro,isions and winter clothing. 

The companies who had scparatrd themselves from Somer

vell marched four miles down the Rio Grando on the 19th of 

December, where they encamped for the night. The next 

morning they elected Captain William S. Fisher to the com

mand, and resumed their march down the river. Four or five 

fl~~boats were used in tho descent, to transport baggage, pro-

,isious and a p 1· r ti t 0 , or ion o 10 roops. n the 21ilt, they ani,·cd 

and encamped opposite the town of Mier, which is situated 

enemy's trOOJll' I • fi J 1 , "ft8 ealt ~ tint they were concentrating in such numbera 11a 

to render a long r t f • 

( 
. , t ! ay on act o 11111•rudcncc.~-R,p<>rt to the &crtta1•,,ol' IVar 

111tl11out datt} " 'J 
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about six miles distant from the right bank of the Rio Grande. 

On the following day they crossed the riv-er and marched into 

the town, where they made a requisition upon the alcalde for 

provisions and clothing:* Ile promised that the_ articles called 

for should be delivered the next day at the nver, but below 

the Texan camp. The troops then returned to their camp on 

the east side of the river, bringing the alcalde with them as a 

surety for the performance of bis promise. On the morning 
of the 23d, the Texan camp was moved down opposite to the 

point where the articles were to be dclivered.t Th~~ ~ay and 
the next passed away, however, but still the requisition was 

not filled. The Texau spies, who had been kept on the west 

side of the river on the morning of the 25th captured a Mexi
can who report;d that General .A.mpudia bad arrived at Mier 

wit{1 troops, aud prevented the fulfilment of the alcalde_'s prom

ise. The Texans determined to pass the river and give them 
battle, By four o'clock in the evening they bad all crossed 

over, and were on their march to the town. Captain Baker 

with the spies, being in the advance, first met the enemy, who 
had sallied out from Mier. On the approach of the Texans, 

.A.mpudia retreated to the town. .A.t dark, the invaders found 

themselves on an eminence to the eastward of the town, wi1h 

the .Alcantra (a small, rapid stream) between them and the 

enemy. The latter had succeeded in capturing five ~exans, 

from whom they derived such information as the prisoners 

chose to give them. 
After some difficulty in finding a crossing, the Texans at 

length passed the .A.lcantra in the dark (a constant fire being 

kept up between Baker's spies and the Mexican cnvalry), and 

stumbled upon a small picket of the enemy. Giving them a 

* Statement of Messrs. Watson nnd Hensley. 
t "Mier Expedition," p. '78. 
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fire, the assailants advanced to a street lending directly to the 

square, the entrance of which was protected by artillery. The 

Texans would take their position in the street, fire upon the 

artillery, and then turn the corner to reload, while the enemy's 

grape-shot passed harmlessly by. Thus the night wore on, a 

light rain falling during the action. The Texans, in order to 

protect themselves from the weather, and get nearer the square, 

commenced opening passages through the stone houses, until 

they got within fifty yards of the artillery. Opening portholes, 
they now poured a destructive fire upon the Mexicans. When 

daylight appeared so that they could see the artillerymen, they 

8i!cnced the enemy's pieces with thefr unerring rHles. The 

Mexicans thou occupied the housetops, and the fight continued 

till noon on the 26th. A.hout this time, the small Texan guard 

that had been left the previous night on the east side of the 
Alcantra, attacked about sixty of the enemy's cavalry, and 

routed them. .A. large body of Mexico.us then advanced to 

overwhelm this guard. The latter resolved to break through 

their ranks, and, if possible, join their comrades in the town. 

They made the attempt, fired with good effect, and started for 
the AJcantra. The distance was three hundred yards. It was 

a fearful feat, and in its accomplishment four were killed, three 

were made prisoners, and two only succeeded. 
Shortly after this, Colonel Fisher, in repelling ·a charge of 

the enemy, received a wound, which, though not very severe, 

was sufficiently so to produce vomiting. During the confusion 

caused by this event, the Mexicans sent in a white flag by Dr. 

Sinnickson, one of the Texan prisoners they bad taken, with a 

proposition from General .A.mpudia for the Texans to surren

der, declaring that they should be treated with all tbe consid

eration due to prisoners-of-war; that they should not be sent 

to Mexico, but kept upon the frontier until peace was made, 
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or an exchange effected ;* and that, if these terms were not 

accepted, they should be allowed no quarter. The Texans, 

having a considerable list of wounded, and their commander 

believing that they could not reach their position east of the 

Rio Grande. without a loss of two thirds of their number, sur

rendered upon the terms proposed. But the articles of capitu

lation, not being ddwn up until after tho surrendc1·, were 

altered to suit the views of the victors.t The enemy had en

gaged in this contest over two thousand men; the Texans two 

hundred and sixty-one !:j: The loss of the latter was sixteen 

killed and mortally wounded, and twenty or thirty more or less 

seriously wounded. The Mexican loss was not ascertained, 

but was doubtless four or five hundred. • 

On the last day of December, General .A.mpudia set out with 

the prisoners for Mexico, leaving those of them that were 

wounded at Mier, in charge of Dr. Sinnickson. On the 9th of 

January, 1843, the captives reached Matamoras, where they 

remained until the 14th, when they again set out, guarded by 

a troop of cavalry under the command of Colonel Savriego. 

They arrived at Monterey on the 29th, where they remained 

till the 2d of February, and, having changed their commander, 

they proceeded to Saltillo, where they found a half-dozen of 
the Texans who had been taken by Woll on his recent visit to 

San Antonio. .A.t Saltillo, Colonel Barragan took charge of 

the prisoners, and proceeded with them to tho Hacienda Sar 
Lado, a hundred miles farther on, where they arrived on the 

* This is the wn.y Green states it (" Mier E:iq>cdition," p. 96), but D~- Sinnick· 
son, who carried the message, nnd whose statement Green bas furnished (I_b., 
p. 474, Appendix IV.), says that Ampudia promised "to use his influence "'.'lb 
the supreme government to prevent their being marched to the city of Me1'.ICO, 
but to have them rotnined east of the mountains," &c. 

t Mier Expedition, p. 82, et ieq. . 
f The Texans had left a guard of forty-two men on t.he east eide of the Rio 

Grande, who, after the battle, returned home. 
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10th. The captives had for some time determined to overcome 

the guard, and attempt their escape out of the country. 

Just at sunrise on the 11th of February, when the word was 

given by Captain Cameron, he seized and disarmed one of the 

sentinels at the door of the prison, and Samuel II. Walker 

(afterward so distinguished iu the Mexican war) disarmed the 

other. The prisoners rushed out into the outer court of the 

building, where were one hundred and fifty infantry guarding 

the arms and cartrid<Tc-boxcs.* Some of these fled, and the 
b . 

others surrendered, while the Texans were arming themselves, 

and securing ammunition. Thore was another company sta

tioned at the gate of the outer court; the cavali-y had like'\\ise 

formed. The Texans, being armed, rushed out at this gate, 

and forced the cavalry to retreat; the infantry stationed there 

also surrendered. The conflict was soon over, and the victory 

won: the Texans had fiye killed and several wounded ; the 

loss of the enemy was considerably moro. One of the articles 

of the capitulation provided that the wounded of the Texans, 

who were to be left behind, should be cared for. 

At ten o'clock in the forenoon, the Texans set out for home. 

After a march of fifty-three milc11, they halted at midnight and 

fed their horses. They then proceeded twel\·e miles farther, 

and slept two hours. The next moruing early, leaving the 

Saltillo road, they continued ihe march, proposing to leave 

that city on their right. On the 13th, they struck the road 

leading from Saltillo to Monclova; but the ensuing night they 

unfortunately abandoned it, and took to the mountains on the 

left. The 14th, 15th, 16th, 17th, and 18th were spent in try

ing to make their way through those barre1.i mountains, during 

which time they suffered intolerably for want of food and wa

ter. They killed and ate their horses, aud many of them, he-

* Mier Expedition, p. 15-1. 
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coming exhausted and deranged through hunger and thirst, 

wandered off, or fell down among the ravines. At one o'clock 

in the afternoon they discovered a smoke, but, on approaching 

it, they found a troop of Mexican cavalry. Many of the fugi

tiYes had thrown away their arms, and the remainder were too 
much worn down and dispirited to make a defence. They 

accordingly surrendered, but on the positive promise that they 

were to be treated as prisoners-of-war. Herc they were tied 
in pairs, and remained till the 22d to recruit. The Mexicans 

brought in such of the prisoners as they could find scattered in 

the mountains; but, of the one hundred and ninety-throe who 

left the Salado on tho morning of the 11th, five died of starm

tion in the mountains, four more effected their escape and re

turn.cd to Texas, and three others were ne,·er heard of, but 

wore supposed to have died in that barren waste. 

Ou tho 22d, the prisoners were marched back, stragglers 
being constantly found and brought up to tho main body. Ou 
the 27th, the number being increased to one hundred and sixty, 
they were all ironed. On tho 24th of March, they reached 

the Salado, the scene of their late victory, whore they received 

news of tho order of Santa Anna that every tenth man should 

be shot. They were all securely bound in irons, and well 

guarded. They were then drawn up to a wall, behind which 

the officer stood with tho fatal pitcher containing one hundred 

and fifty-nine white beans and seventeen black ones. The 

pitcher was held up so that those drawing could not look into 

it. As their names wore called, they advanced a.nd drew each 

one a bean. This solemn business was performed by the pris

oners without a change of countenance, but with that self

respect which they felt they should display. Tho irons were 

taken off from the unfortunate, and that evening (tho %th of 

March) they were led to tho place of execution, bound together 
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with cords, and their eyes bandaged. They a.skod the privi

lege of being shot in front, but it was refused. They wore 

made to sit down upon a log near tho wall, with their backs to 

their executioners, whore, just before dark, they were repeat

edly shot till life was extinct.* Thus, for this courageous and 

praiseworthy attempt to escape from a captivity so cruel, were 

these men barbarously put to death. 
The survivors were marched thence to the city of Mexico. 

.Arriving at Iluebuetooa, within eighteen miles of the capital, 

they wore met by an order from Santa Anna directing Captain 

Ewing Cameron to be shot. Tho command was promptly exe
cuted tho next morning; and Cameron, in dying, left to the 

world an example of heroic fortitude in the manner in which 

he met his fate. t Ho had passed the ordeal on tho 25th of 

March, and drew a white bean. After thus trifling with his 

life, it seemed to be a refinement of cruelty to order his exe

cution, almost within sight of the capital of a nation that would 

at least wish the world to belie,o it civilized! Tho warrant 
for his death was procured through tho influence of Canales. 

When the federal army was encamped on tho Nueces, previous 

to the campaign of 1840, Cameron lost his horse, but afterward 

found him in the possession of a Mexican. Tho former seized 

his property, and tho Mexican resisted, calling upon his coun
trymen to assist him. Canales, hearing tho altercation, ordered 

Cameron to deliver up the horse, which ho refused to do, and, 

* List of those who drew t.he black bean, and were shot, at the Hacienda Sa-

lado, on the 25th of March, 1843: -
L I. Cash, Thomas L Jonel', 
James D. Cocke, Patrick Mahan, 
Robert Dunham, Jomes Ogden, 
William M. Easllnnd, Charles Roberts, 
EJward Este, William Rowan, 
Robert llnrris, J. L Sheppard, 

t lb., p. 284. 

J. M. N. Thompson, 
James N. Toney, 
James Turnbull, 
Henry Whaling, 
M. C. Wing. 

.Mier Expedilio,~ p. 444. 
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drawing his pistol, declared in broad Scotch that he would 

shoot the first man who laid hands on his property. Shortly 

afterward, Canales had him tried by a court-martial (of which 

Captain Thomas Pratt was judge-advocate), for disobedience 

of orders. The court, looking upon the affair as an attempt 

of Canales and the Mexican to rob the prisoner, acquitted him. 

From that moment the vengeance of Canales pursued him; and 

in 1843, when the one had got into favor with Santa Anna, and 

the other was a captive in chains, the order for his execution 

was solicited and obtained.11 

The remainder of the prisoners were conducted to the city 

of Mexico, where, in heaYy irons, and subjected to tho most 

servile labors, we will for the present leave them; promising, 

however, to render an account of their escape from the dun

geons of tho capital. 
The result of the expeditions to Santa Fe and Mier was a 

practical proof of tho general principle that Texas was not pre

pared for an offensive war against Mexico. The last-named 

expedition proved also that tho Texans, though never wanting 
in prowess, were not in 1842 under the same discipline, and as 

obedient to orders, as the men of 1836. General Somen·ell's 

instructions were to receive none under his command but such 

as promised obedience to his orders. These instructions were 
made known to the volunteers, and they ga,·e the promise. It 
was left to his discretion to cross the Rio Grande or not. For 

reasons given in his report, ho issued the order of the 19th of 

December for the troops to march to Gonzales, to be disbanded. 

Whether he was right or wrong in giving this order, he was in 

command. It was disobeyed; and the consequence was, a. fear

ful sacrifice of many noble men, and a long and gloomy captivity 

of others. 
* Captain Pratt's Journal, MS. 

MEETING OF CO~GRESS-PJ:tESIDENT'S MESSAGE. 379 

CHAPTER XIII. 

TIIE Congress at the called session had changed the time of 

it; regular sessions to the first Monday in December;;<- but cir

cumstances, in the opinion of the president, required its earlier 

convention. It was accordingly summoned to meet at Wash

ington, on the 14th of No.ember, 1842. The executive and 

heads of the departments had removed to that place ou tho 

20th of tho preceding September.t President Houston, in his 

message, presented tho public affairs as in a gloomy condition 

-the country without credit, without means, and millions of 
dollars in debt. In regard to the late troubles on the frontier, 

he complained of a want of concert of action, and a disposition 

to proceed without means or orders. .As to the currency, the 

exchequer bills had at one period fallen to twonty-ffre cents in 

the dollar, although at the time not more than one hundred and 

twenty-five thousand dollars were in circulation. The amount 

in circulation at the date of the message did not exceed thirty 

thousand dollars; yet, for want of a revenue to support these. 

bills, they were under par. .As an important remedy for these 

evils, he recommended the collection of revenue, the suppres

sion of individual and corporation notes issued for circulation, 
as also the notes of foreign banks. Ile further recommended 

some provision for carrying the mails. Ile likewise gave an 

* Act of July 23, 1842. t Execut.ivc Record, p. 148, 
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account of the trouble in regard to the archives, and the resist

ance opposed to their removal ; and also in regard to the steps 

that had heen taken to conciliate the Indian tribes:* .A. favor

able commarcial treaty, which had been made on the 30th of 

July, 1842, between the United States and 'l'exas, was pre

sented to the sonate.t The allia:nce with Yucatan was dis

couraged, and an opinion expressed that the revolted province 
would reunite with Mexico.f 

On the subject of the navy, in connection with the Yucatan 

alliance, the president, on tho 22d of December, sent a secret 

message to Congress. Ile had not referred to it in his annual 

message, not wishing the world to know the deplorable condi

tion of that arm of the public service. The vessels of the navy 

had returned from Yucatan early in May, 1842, and were or

dered to repair to New Orleans and Mobile to refit, prepara

tory to tho enforcement of the blockade of the ports of Mexico. 

This blockade had been proclaimed by Texas in the confident 

belief, as expressed by Commodore Moore, that, with the aid 

of the friin<ls of the republic in the United States, the squad

ron would be ready for sea in a few weeks. But, up to July, 

it was not ready. In that month, application was made for the 

balance of the naval appropriation, amounting to nearly nine

teen thousand dollars, Texas currency; and it was advanced, 

upon the representation that by its use four vessels could be 

got to sea. This also failed, and the na,·y was ordered to re

port at Galveston for further instructions. II This order to 

* Message, December 1, 1842. t lb., December 19, 1842. 
t Ib., December 14, 1842. 
I Order of October 29, 1842. This order wns repeated on the 5th and again 

on the l 6th of November, 1842. Not being obeyed, Captain Moore wns, on the 2d 
~f December, commonded to repnii- to Wnshiogtoo, on U1e Brasos, and report 
10 person to tlie depnrtment of war nod marine. Thia last order was repented 
on the 2d of January, 1843; nnd, not being obeyed, he was, on the 22<1 of tha, 
month, peremptorily ordered to turn over the commaud to the senior officer in 

• 
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repair to Galveston was repeated two or three times, and, being 

disobeyed, Captain Moore was ordered, on tho very day the 

secret message was sent to Congress, to turn over the command 

to the senior officer present, and report in person to the depart

ment of war and marine. The blockade not being enforced by 

Texas, other nations complained of its existence, and asked that 

it be discontinued. The San Antonio had been despatched to 

Yucatan in August, 1842, without the knowledge of the Texan 

government, and was lost in a storm. The estimates made for 

the support of tho navy for the cu1·rent year amounted to over 

two hundred thousand dollars, which Texas could not meet. 

Under all these circumstances, the president recommended the 

sale of the vessels. .A. largo portion of the public debt bad 

been incurred in their purchase; they were still unpaid for; 

and he believed that the person from whom they had been pur

chased could be induced to take them again. 
In accordance with this representation, the Texan Congress 

passed a secret act, authorizing the president to sell the war

vessels ;* and, in compliance with this act, ho appointed com
missioners to dispose of them. They repaired to New OrleanJl, 

and made known their business to Captain Moore. It appears, 
from an unofficial letter of one of the commissioners, dated the 

10th of March, 1843, that Captain Moore had large claims 

against the navy for moneys expended for its uso, and that he 

was inclined to hold on to the vessels; that he was not bound 

to obey any orders from the navy department emanating from 

the navy, and report to the department in person. Ou the 10th of March, 1843, 
Captain Moore replied thnt "it is, of course, unnecessary for me to proce, i to 
the aeRt of government:" nod "I expect to get to sea in n few days, nnd keet at 
sea until the determination of our difficulties with Mexico, without nny expense 
to the government of Texns." - 0. W: Jlill, Secretary of War and Marine, /Q 

Oaptait1 Moore, July 19, 1843. 
"act of January lG, 1843: not published in the laws. This secret net was 

repealed by the act of February 6, 1844. 

• 
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a law not promulgated; and that the secretary of war and ma

rine was bourd to send him a certified copy of that secret act 

before he was under obligations to comply with it. It further 

appears that Colonel Zavala, of Yucatan, was at New Orleans 
) 

Ul'ging Captain Moore to sail down the gulf-coast and capture 
the Mexican fleet. The latter declared that he would take it 

' blockade the whole coast, and levy contributions to the amount 

of eight hundred thousand dollars, half of which he would de
posite in the treasury of Texas:* 

Under these circumstances, the president, having before him 

the act for the sale of the vessels, and his orders being diso

beyed, issued further uud peremptory instructions to the com

missioners, dated March 22, 1848, requiring them to proceed 

to New Orleans and get the vessels into their possession, if 

practicable, a11d hold them subject to the orders of the govern

ment; and, should resistance be made, they were instructed to 

cull upon the proper authorities of the United States for aid. 

Tho instructions, referring to the previous orders issued to 

Captain Moore, declared that he had no authority to enter into 

any arrangement with Yucatan, or to do anything but to sail 

to the port of Galveston, and report in person to the depart

ment, as he had been ordered to do. The commissioners were 

further instructed, should Captain Moore fail to render obedi

ence to former orders, to publish a proclamation which the 

president sent them. This proclamation, referring to former 

orders, and the fact that they were disobeyed, gave notico of 

Captain Moore's suspension from his command, required him to 

return home and report, disarnwed all his acts, and requested 

all nations in amity with Texas to seize and bring in the ves
sels to the port of Galveston. 

The commissioners, on arriving at New Orleans, presented 

* Letter of Colonel James Morgnn, March 10, 1843. 
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their authority, and placed the proclamation in the hands of 

Captain Moore. It seems that the latter acknowledged the 

authority of tho commissioners, and promptly consented to sail 

for Galveston. Accordingly, they departed; Colonel Morgan, 

one of the commissioners, being on board. Arrh·ing at the 

mouth of the ::i1ississippi, they learned that the Mexican war

'steamship Montezuma was at Telchak, distant from the other 

vessels of the Mexican navy, and that it could probably be 
taken. They sailed to that point, but arrived at Telchak after 

the steamship had left. Captain Moore then proceeded down 

the coast with the Austin and Wharton, and had two impor
tant engagements with the vessels of the enemy, in which the 

Texans fought gallantly, and gained some advantages. 
In the meantime, the president, finding that his commission

ers as well as Captain Moore had disobeyed his orders, and 

that one of them had actually gone out with the navy, and was 

advising and directing its operations-and that new arrange

ments had been entered into with Yucatan, without his orders 

-and also ascertaining that his proclamation had been disre

garded, and not published-took immediate steps to publish 

it himself. It reached the public eye, and in due time the 

coast of Yucatan, and brought the wandering commissioner and 

captain in command of the navy to the part of Galveston, where 

they arriYed in July. 
It seems, from the newspapers of that day, that this cruise 

had been got up in New Orleans; and that the management of 
the navy had effectually been taken out of the hands of the 

Texan go,·erument, and was controlled by others. The New 

Orleans papers, ignorant of the existence of the secret act of 

Congress, denounced President Ilouston in such terms as would 

have satisfied the world that the naYy was under their coutrol, 

and rnbject to theh- orders, and that the government of Texas 
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had nothing to do with it but to pay for the vessels.* The 

position of the Texan post--captain at New Orleans, according 

to his own showing, seems to have been this: if he attempted 

to obey the first orders given him, he could not obtain tho 

means to take tbe vessels to Galveston; but, to go on a cruise 

to the coast of Mexico, the government of Yucatan and certain 

friends in New Orleans would furnish the means. Of course, 

Yucatan and the New Orleans friends would expect to bo ben

efited thereby. How? In the prizes taken; for there ,vas no 

other means of remuneration. 

After the return of the vessels of the navy to Galrnston, 
they were placed in ordinary, and, for want of funds to equip 

and man them, they so remained. 

The seventh Congress, which adjourned its regular session 

on the 16th of January, 1843, passed but few laws of a general 

character. The policy of treating with the Indians had so far 

proYed successful, that but ten thousand dollars were appropri

ated for intercourse with them ;t and provision was made for 

trading-houses, interpreters, the restoration of stolen property, 

and for prohibiting the sale of ardent spirits among them.:j: It 

was also decla.red murder for a white man to kill an Indian in 

time of peace within the settlements. Another law was passed 

for the better collection of license-taxes, which was important, 

as under former laws but few paid such taxes, and they were 

greatly needed. The most important act of the session was 

one for the protection of the western frontier. It provided for 

the election of a major-general, and required him to call into 

immediate service on the western frontier six companies. It 

further provided that, " should the major-general of the militia 

* Expose of Colonel Jnmes Morgan, July 16, 1843. Letter to the People of 
Texas, by Ed win Ward Moore. -Telegraph, July 16, 1843. 

t Aot of January 6, 1843. :j: Act of January 16 1843. 

, 
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deem it expedient, he may at any time take tho field, and com

mand in his official capacity any number of troops." Fifty 

thousand dollars were appropriated to this service. The pre~i

dent disapproved of this bill, because it created a military gov

ernment, and, though the constitution made the executive com
mander-in-chief of the army and navy, yet by this law tho major

general was rendered independent of the goYernrnent. The 

two houses, however, passed the bill by a two-thirds majority; 

bnt they elected Thomas J. Rusk to the high office so created, 

by whom 1.hc laws were respected::~ 

As the year 1843 witnessed the first diplomatic mO\'ement, 

in which Mexico was a party, for a termination of the war, it 

will be necessary to gi\·e some account or its rise and progress. 

It seems to have had its origin in the castle of Perotc, in the 

brain of J. W. Robinson-commonly called "Lawyer Robin

son" -one of the prisoners captured and taken to Mexico hy 

General Woll, in September, 1842. Robinson, taking lessons 

from his illustrious correspondent General Santa Anna, who, 

when a prisoner, was willing to treat on any terms, addressed 

a letter to the Mexican president on the 9th of January, 1843. 
In this communication ho set forth that be was an old Texan

a colonist-and had never been wanting in loyalty to Mexico: 

that ,vhen Woll entered San Antonio, although ho thought his 

band was :i. pillaging-party, he did not make use of his arms, 

but laid them down as soon as he knew they were tho troops 

of Santa Anna-an error wliich made him appeat a rebel.-t 

The writer then proceeded to give in his adhesion to Mexico, 

and thought himself capable (as he was a lawyer) of commu

nicating to Santa. Anna some rare information; that on his way 

* Act pAssed by n constitutional majority, Jnnuory 16, 1843. 
t Robinson committed another error, of which he did not inform Santa Anoa; 

he wns at the bnLtle of Sno Jnciot.o I 

VoL. II.-25 
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throu"h the ~fcxican republic, he had lJeen thinking of a plan. 

the d:tails of which could hetter be given in a personal inter

view: and that the Texani:i, after i:ic,en and a half years of war, 

were, anxious for pence, and would gladly accept it on terms 

having for t11eit· 1,a is the reunion of tho republic wit~1 that of 

:Mexico. Robini'un, wishing to get some others of l11s fellow-

• lc"sed Ra1· ·1 " 1iortio11 of them were of the same 
prisoners re .... , ~ u .... . 

opinion with him"clf, and that, if they could be ~hargcd ":1th a 

mh;!-ion to TcxaR, they would exert a powerful mllucnce m re

uniting her with the ~[exican confederacy. Ile suggc~tc~ to 

Santa Auna that pcaco could uot be made without an anmst1ce; 

the people would then be committed to a discussion of the sub

ject::+ IIo then proceeded to set forth genernlly tho ten~s on 

which a reunion might take place; and propose~ that :::ianta 

Auna would name commissioners, and unite with them one or 

two of the pri:soner:s who were of the writer's opinion, ~hat t~ey 

mi~ht procce<l immediately to Texas to enter upon their _duties. 

Robinson closed his letter in <liplomatic style, by "takrng ad

vantage of the occasion to tender to his excellency his high 

consideration and respect." 
Santa Auna, then at .ll[anga di Clat·o, transmitted the lctl~r 

to Tornel the minister of war and marine, suggc!-ting that Rob

inson's olrject might simply be to obtain his liberty ; " but i~ it 

should not be so," said he, " and he should act in good failh, 

nothing can be lost on hearing him, and some favorable rc~ult 

may be obfaincd." Ile requested Torncl to lay the letter be

fore the" s~bstitute president," and, if tho.t functionary should 

think proper, he (, nnta Anna) would hear what Robinson .hnd 

to say, it being understood that he would make no concctis1ons 

* This Jetter which wns by Santa Anna pul,Jished in the "Sig/., Dir: Ye11."• 
• •1 ., Tl d't' of the r~un1on 

of the city of Mexi •o, was wretchedly routi ateu. 1e cou 1 ions 

are wholly omitlel. 
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to the latter that would comproniit the nation; and, lest the 

opportunity might slip, the dictator was in as great a hurry 

.nl1out the matter as Robinson.-:+ The goYernment gave to Santa 

,\nua a speedy and full power to arrange the negotiation with 

Robinson o.s he might think proper. t 
Santa Anna immediately sent for Robinl"on, who came to 

Jlanga de Clavo, and, after long conferences, the latter sntis

ficcl him that ho would make a· good commis;iioner. "Ile was 

immediately set at liberty, that he might, without loss of time, 

proceed in the fulfilment of his offices.''+ At the same time, 

tho ha~cs of the reincorporation of Texas with :Mexico wore 

drawn up, :;igned by ,,anta Anna,11 ratified by the "substitute 

prc~ident,"~ and delivered over to the envoy Robinson, who 

set out for 'l'exas. 

Rohintion, having reached Washington, on the Brasos, laid 

before the president of Texas all that had transpired between 

him and ... anta Anna. Houston saw at once, in these proceed

ing~, a probable mode of releasing the Texan prisoners in Mex

ico, and likewise a foundation for a pence. It is a principle 

of human nature that, when those who arc hostile, stop to rea

son upon their differences, the feeling of hostility declines as 

the discu~sion progresses ; and egpecially was it applicahle to 

)Icxico and Texas, who were both exhausted by n. long war. 

It would bo.ve been a poor compliment to Houston to believe 

for a moment that Santa Anna could obtain the adrnntage of 

him in diplomacy. His acquaintance with human nature, and 

particularly with the Mexican dictator, was admitted to be 

profound. In this discu~sion he had every superiority. Rob-

* Sant.a Anna to Tornel, Fehruary 6, 1843. 

t Torn.I lo Snntn Aonn, February 11, 1843. 

i !<antn Anna to Torntl, February 18, I 843. 

I ~anta Anna', propo ition", F~brnary 1~, 1843. 

§ Tornul to Santa Anna, February 28, 1848. 
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inson was tl10 emissary of the enemy, hut in favor of Texas. 

The correspondence was between Santa Anna and Robinson. 

and Ilouston had the control of it. The latter therefore di; 

tated to Robinson the following confidential letter to Santa 

Anna, dated the 10th of April, 1843 :-

« When I arrived at Galveston, it was soon understood that 

I had important news from you to the people of Texas, and 

there was a great stir to sec what it was. Knowing it would 

meet your views, I published the substance of the propositions 

in the newspapers, accompanied by remarks of my own, 1·ecom

mending them to the favorable consideration of the people of 

Texas. ·when I did this, I thought it would have a great effect 

at once; but it did not produce as much excitement as I ex

pected. 
"From Galveston I proceeded to Houston, and remained 

there some days, with the expectation that I would sec some 

clear manifestation of the feelings of the people on the subject 

of the propositions. I have the honor to enclose your excel

lency the 'Ilouston Telegraph' of the f>th of April, in which 

you will see, among other items, the publication which I made 

over my signature, and that I presented the propositions to the 

people in tho most favorable light. I have also tbe honor of 

enclosing your excellency a newspaper published at Washing

ton, by which you will perceive that I arrived there on the 6th 

instant, and laid your communication before General Ilouston. 

The paper contains various items of interesting ne-ws, which I 

have marked for your excellency's attention . 

" On my way to Washington from Ilouston, I passed through 

the most thickly-settled and wealthy sections of tl1c Brasos. 

The news of my arrirnl had spread with great rapidity, and, 

of couree, there was much anxiety among the people. The 

first question usually asked me was, 'Arc all the prisoners 
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released?' On answering in the ncgatirn, they asked mo if I 

thought they would be released. I expressed the belief t11at 

your excellency would release them, if you had not already 

done so. The next inquiry was, whether I had not brought 

terms p1·oposing peace. To which I said, 'I think so.' They 

then asked me if your excellency had proclaimed an armistice 

between Mexico and Texas. I told tl1em you had not; but 

that I looked upon it as in effect so, until the wishes of the 

people could be known upon the subject of your propositions. 

I found the people much engaged in tho cultivation of their 

farms, except those who are very anxious for an invasion of 

Mexico; and mauy who are in fa,or of an inrnsion are improv

ing their farms and planting theil' crops, so as to be ready for 

any action the government of this country might think it neces

sary for this country to take. 

"When I laid your communication before General Houston, 

he read it, and asked mo if I thought the translation correct. 

Ou my replying that I did, he evinced no excitement, but ob

served that, since the commencement of tho Revolution in 1835, 

the affairs of Texas and Mexico had become much more com

plicated· than they had.once been; that, since that time, Texas 

had been recognised by foreign powers as independent of all 

go,·cruments, and had formed treaties; and that, for Texas to 

act independently of the consideration of those powers would 
. h , ' 
m is opinion, be treating them with disrespect. I endeaYored 

to find out from him what conrso would be adopted in refer

ence to your excellency's propositions, but I could not ascer

tain what bis purposes wore-if he had any. 

·' I find that your excellency and myself wore mistaken when 

we suspected that Texas was torn to pieces by factions. It is 

~ot so. The price of produce this year has been low; money 
18 S('arce in the country, and there is some discontent; but that 
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discontent, I am assm·ed, docs not arise from the acts of the 

government. There are some factious men in Texas, aud they 

l1aYe some papers at their command. These papers, however, 

arq supported by the contributions of the faction, or party, 

that wishes to annoy the executfre. They arc not encouraged 

by popular sentiment, but are used to create one, if possible, 

against tho government. It will be impossible for them to 

succeed. Tho whole number of men, of any prominence of 

character, engaged in this opposition, would not exceed some 

thirty or thirty-five in the republic. 

"I would most respectfully beg leave to submit to your ex

cellency, in gratitude for your kindness to me, a few sugges

tions, which your excellency can take into your distinguished 
consideration. 

" The :first is, that if your excellency had thought proper to 
have released all the Texan prisoners and let them return to 

their homes, and declared an armistice for some months, until 

the people in Texas could have had time to think of your prop• 

ositions, if the president had submitted them to their consider

ation and action, it would have had a good effect upon the peo

ple. 'l'hey would then have been freed from passion and ex

citement; but when almost every neighborhood has au acquaint

ance or friend a prisoner, the people can not act on these sub

jects without much feeling;· and thero arc many persons here 

rea<ly to excite them in favor of a war beyond the Rio Grande. 

" The last Congress passed a law favorable to what war
spirit there is in Texas; and tho president has authority to 
accept the services of forty thousand volunteers, which he 

would be authorized to land at any point of the coast of Texas, 

entirely beyond its settlements, and on the borders of tho Rio 

Grande. 

" You will see, from the papers, that General Rask was 
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raisrng a very large expedition, to march across the Rio 

Grande; but it is possible it may be delayed a while, although 

the preparations will go on. 
"If I were to judge from what I have heard since my return, 

and what I knew before I was taken prisoner at Bexar, I would 

think that Ilouston would prefer peace, if it could be had on 

terms he thought perfectly honorable to Texas. He has al

ways been opposed to an irregular warfare between the two 

countries ; but he has now succeeded in making peace with the 

Indians, an<l, as that will relieve the northwestern frontier of 

much embarrassment, it is possible he may unite all tho influ
ence he may have with those in fayor of prosecuting the inva

sion of Mexico. If this should be the case, and Texas applies 

all its energies to war, I think she would be easily able to raise 

from her own citizens an army of ten thousand men, besides 

volunteer immigrnnts, as they arc called; and that they would 

take care to land within one or two days' march of the Mexi

can frontier. I will not be so presumptuous as to advise your 

excellency about anything;· but, as things have changed since 

I communicated with your excellency in relation to the affairs 

of Texas, I feel bound to inform you of such facts as result 

from my observations. 

"If your excellency should wish to send me any instl'uctions. 

or make any forther communication, you can have it directed 

to the care of ~Iajor James II. Cocke, customl1ouse, Galveston, 

who will forward it to me wherever I may be. I will endeavor 

so to manage as to get my despatches to your excellency through 

some safe channel. Your excellency will be aware of the dis

cretion with which I will have to act, from the character of the 

communication I ha,e made in the papers."* 

* Extrnct of a letter from Gcnernl Ilouston to Joseph Eve, United States charge 
,I'a.ffaire, to Texas, dated April 22, 1843: "Touching the communicntion of Santa 

" 



392 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

Tho perusal of this first and last despatch of his excellency 

tho lifexican president's minister shows that two points are 

recommended-the armistico,.and the release of tho prisoners. 

On. those points tho document is very clear. On the subject 

of an in rnsion of Mexico by Texas, the matter is left in a very 

threatening aflpccL. As to everything else, Santa Anna is left 

in a very thick fog. This letter reachecl him in due time, and 

offered much food for reflection. Previous to this correspond

ence, howe,er, the Texan govonunent hacl applied to the three 

powers-Franco, Groat Britain, and tho United States-ask

ing theru to make a joint offet· of mediation between Texas and 

Mexico. France and the United States would doubtless have 

been willing to do this; but Great Britain, never sincerely in

terestecl in the success of Texas, furthc1· than it appertained to 

her own interests, had a desire to exclude slavery from the 

new republic. Rho supposecl that, by mediatiug separately, 

obtaining an influence in the Texan gornrnment, and throwing 

into its Loni tory a large emigration of her own people, she 

could procure the recognition of Texan independence by Mex

ico, on condition of the abolition of slavery. This she imagined 

Mexico would tho more readily do, because the latter power, 

as well as herself, was anxious to offer every barrier to the 

growth ancl advancement df the United States. In fact, the 

Anna, I bnve this to remnrk-that it is an nnomnly, in both stnte~manship and 
diplomney. From it T ,leduce the foct that. some of the powers hnve touched 
him in n tender part, and Lhis I regard as n wincing. I take pl.asure in eoclo• 
srng you n copy of the t1·nnslntivn of his propositions, from which you will per
ceive (for I nm told it is pretty co1Tect) that General Santa Anna could not have 
exp,cted any direct action by this governmenL His not addressing it to any 
authority in the country, as you say, manifosts ita absurdity. It is impossible 
for a comu,nnity to speak, unl.-ss through som.i orgnn, and in his communicntion 
he recognises none. If he expects to make capital out of it, he certainly will no~ 
find it in Texas; for his sit1e qua tto11 would place Texas, bound hand and foot, 
at the mercy of his will. Tak,; iL 1111 in all, it is a curious piece of workmanship, 
and will ,lo very well to file nwny as a curiosity for after-t.imes; and that ia 
ubout as much as can well be made of it." 
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influence of the British government ornr that of Mexico was 

such, that when it chose to exert that influence, it could have 

had the independence of Texas acknowlctlgcd at any time

and we will shorLly soc eYidcncc of this fact. Therefoi·c, upon 

the proposition of Texas for a triple mediation, Lord Aberdeen 

said that "it would be better, on all accounts, that e'ach party 

should act separately, but similarly in tone, in poiut of time 

and argument, in urging the Mexican govcrnmcut to reconsider 

the subject clispassionatcly and impartially, and to lose no time 

in coming lo an accommodation with Texas, on tho basis of a 
recognition of the independence of that country."" In this 

view the other powers concurred. Lord Aberdeen then made 

out his instructions to the Briti:;h minister at :Mexico, ancl sent 

a copy of them to Lord Cowley, ambassador at P,iris, to be 

shown to the French government. M. Guizot copied them, 

and transmitted them to the French minister at ~Iexico. On 

the part of the United States, :Mr. Webster instructed the Amer

ican minister at Mexico to remonstrate in strong but kind and 

friendly language with the Mexican government against the 

marauding mode of warfare carried on against Texas ; that if 

the war was continuecl, it must be conducted openly, honora

bly, and according to the rules recognised by all cirilizcd and 

Christian states in modem times. ~fr. Webster :;aid further 

that the Unitecl States owed the duty of seeing this clone-they 

owed it to the parties thomselrns, to the interest ancl character 

of this continent, and to the cause of civilization and human 

improvement; and it was a cluty they would discharge with 

impartiality and firmness. t The American secretary further 

* Aberileen to Elliot, November 3, 184.2. . . 
t The Frcneh cha>"ge d'ajfaircs, De Cramayel, plnces the separate rnedrnllon 

upon the ground of the absence of good feelings between the Uuited States and 
Mexico: "Le gom·eruement ,le S. M. B., se fondant d'une part sur le non succes 
des deemarches def, -.ites par lui daus ce momu but, et, d'uue nutrc part, sur 
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stated that, unless Mexico, in a short time, made peaco with 

Texas, or showed a disposition and an ability to prosecute tho 

war with a respectable force, the United States government 

had it in contemplation, at no distant period, to remonstrate 
in a more formal manner. 

But all these promising hopes were dimmed by the news 

from Texas. The effect, among those powers friendly to that 

country, and who were able to aid her, was most blighting-. 

'fhc Mier expedition, the movements of the navy, the resist
ance to the collection of duties on Red river, and the dcnunci

atory meetings hold, which were encouraged by the press, all 

combined to injure the character of the republic. Let us refer 

to the facts. It will be remembered that Mr. Reilly, on the 
part of Texas, concluded an admirable commercial treaty with 

the United States, which was duly ratified by the government 

of the former. It was, however, in the most important partic
ulars, rejected by the United States senate. A committee had 

reported favorably on the treaty, and, had the vote then been 

taken, all would harn been well; "but," says the Texan clu1trge 

d'ajfaires at Washington,*" the day after the report was made, 

the news of our internal commotions, our dissensions and civil 
discords, coupled with our disasters, reached here, in all their 

glowing and exaggerated enormities, and, like a withering 
sirocco, blasted every effort of our friends, and paralyzed c,·ery 

movement in behalf of our treaty ... . . 'Texas is rent and 

torn,' said the senators in discussing the treaty, 'by her own 
internal discords; she is without a dollar iu her treasury; her 

numbers arc small; her la,vs arc set at defiance by her citizens; 

l'inconv(mient qu'il pouvait y avoir d'essocier les Etats Unis a la riediation, dans 
un moment on leur relalions 11vcc le Mexique paraissaient sur un pied peu ami
cal, n'a pas cru devoir acc(lder a cette demnndc." -.Dd Cramayel to .An to1i Jonea, 
January 28, 1843. 

* Letter of Isaao Van Znndt, March 4, 1843. 
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her officers, both civil and military, can not have their orders 

executed or obeyed ; Mexico is now threatening to invade her 

with a large land and naval force ; she can not long stand un

der such circumstances; the chances are against her. She will 

either have to submit to Mexico, or come under some other 

power. If, thou, we should extend to her these privileges by 

treaty, might not such power to whom she became attached 

claim like privileges?'" These arguments induced the rejec
tion of all that was valuable to Texas in the treaty. The 

baneful influence of this news extended also to England and 

France. 
Io regard to the :Mier expedition, the fact that the party of 

Texans had crossed the Rio Grande in the face of General 

Somerrnll's order to march home, had been published to the 

world before that officer's return. The United States and 

Great Britain both complained of it, as being the same charac

ter of warfare for which they had reprehended Mexico. "I 

am instructed," says Mr. Ern, the American charge cfajfaires, 

" to remonstrate in strong language against Texas carrying on 

the war for r~taliatiou, or otherwise, by marauding parties; 

but that, if she makes war, let it be open, manly, and accord

ing to the strict rules of modern warfare. Texas owes this to 

herself, and to the character of the Anglo-Saxon race."* -

" If, sir," said Mr. Webster to Mr. Van Zandt," you can get 
your people to unite at home, and lay aside that factious spirit 
which is lately so often shown, we would secure you peace in 

less than six months."t 
.As it was useless to deny the facts, for they had gone forth 

o,er the world, and as Texas could not lose her great friends, 

and ought not to lose them, she undct·took to make apologies 

* Letter of Joseph Eve, April 11, 1843. 
t LeLter of Isaac van Zandt, March 4, 1843. 
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Besides, slie needed their friendly aid in getting her ·r 
I . . . . . . c1 1zens, 

w 10 \\ c1 c unpr1soned m 1fcx1co restored to thc1·1· 1·1 • ' 1 1crt1es and 

homes. In an interYicw between :Mr. Webster and ~Ir 'T 

Z d . • an 
,an t, m ~farch, 1843, the .American secretary informed ti 

latter that " the late Ino,·cmcnts of the forces of T, • 1 • 
10 

. . uxa~, 1anng 

exl11h1tcd an apparent inconsistency with tho principles "liich 

the gorcr111_nc11t of Texas had a.owed should gorcrn its action, 

and partakrng of that character of warfare against which it had 

protc~tcd, and which the interposition of the Unilcd E:tatcs had 

hccn 111rnkcd to arr •st• th t th " 1 • u. ' a crc1orc us gorcrnmcnt would 

necessarily be constrained to suspend the mea:;m·cs which it 

had dc,,igncd to take, and which it would haYe deemed proper 

to adopt toward the contending parties."* 

lu answer to this, Mr. Yan Zandt, being furnished with a 

copy of the orders is~uod to General SomerYcll, alleged that 

the goverument of Texas had not departed from the rule laid 

down. In reference to tho:,e of the tl'OOJ>S that disobeyed tho 

order to re~u·u home, 1Ir. y an Zan qt said that, ., as citizen~, 

they were liable to strong excitcmcuts; and, driren to desire 

.en~eanco and retaliation upon an enemy with whom that coun

try is at war, and from who~e soldiery tho mo:,;t wanton fla

g1·aut, and ~rnel injuries ha,·c been long recch·c<l and end:rc<l, 

and whose m_hum~n. nets have been i;nnctioucd by the govern

me~1~ of ~[cx1co, it is but natural to strpposo that some irregu

l~r1ttcs will occu1·, and that att-0mpts will be ma<lc at retalia

tion by indiri<lual~ Fuffering from the consequences of such 

wrongs aud injuries. These acts of individual~, thou"h in a 

great degree cxcusahle under such peculiar circurn:nncc~ 

~houl<l not be imputed to theit· goYerument."t ' 

In tho same despatch, Mr. Yau Zandt further ~ays: "From 

* Ltlter of Ienitc Va11 Z,1ndt, Morch, 1843. 

t llr. Yao Znudt to .Mr. Webster, M.nrch 23, 1843. 
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the inhuman lrl.latment heretofore inflictP«l upon our prisoners, 

it is much to be feared that General .._ antn .Anna, or tho~e act

ing hy his influence or orders, will sacrifice tho lives of these 

unfortunate men, under the pretext tl1at they were not acting 

at the time u11der the orders of the Texan government, or some 

other plea. It will be observed, however, that, although the 

men may be all murdered who were taken prboners under 

Colonel Fi:;her, yet some few have escaped, who can establish 

the fact hcyond a doubt that articles of capitulation were 

si"ncd and that the men were promi:'lcd kind treatment, and 
0 ' 

all the rights of pri:;ouer::1-of-war. This being tlic case, it can 

not be material to the que,tion which may be lJrought to an 

issue between them anu tho government of Mexico, whether 

they were acting unuer the imlllcdiate and legal orders of the 

government of Tcxa:; or not." 
lnunediately upon the receipt of the news of tho capitulation 

of the ~lier pri~ouer:-:, the Texan goYernmcnt sent despatches 

abo to its minbtei:s in Franco ai\d England, asking their intor

po~iliou; but, as time might thus be losl, the president applied 

to Mr. Elliot, the Brilii:;h clw,-gc cl'(ljfaites in Tcxa::;, to use his 

goou office:;, nnd, in answer to the remonstrances of his govern

ment, ou:,;crvcd: ' · Admitting that they went without orders, 

and Lhat so far as thaL was concorued the goYernment of Texa'S 

wa, not ro .. ponsiblc, and the men ·were thereby placed out of 

the protection of the rules of war-yet the ~h,xican officers, 

by proposing terms of capitulation to the men, relieved them 

from the rc::;ponsihility which they had incun ~d ; and tho mo

ment the men surrendered in accordance wit!. the propo.,al:; of 

capitulation, they became prisoners-of-war, ancl were entitled 

to all immunities as such .... . ...•••••• Upon this 

view of the cn~e," continued the president, "I base my hope::1 

of their salvation, if it should be speedily presented, through 
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tho ago•1cy of her majesty's minister, to the Mexican go,ern
mont."1f 

On receiving intelligence of the battle of tho Salado, and of 

the recapture of the Texan prisoners, Santa .Anna ha.d ordered 

them to be shot; but, upon the interposition of the American 

and British ministers, the sentence was changed to a decima

tion. The harsh treatment toward the Mier captives was said 

by Santa Anna, at one time, to result from the murder of the 

guard at tho Salado ;t at another it was attributed to the plun
dering of Laredo.:f: 

Thus much on the Texan prisoners in Mexic9, the view taken 

of tho matter by other nations, and tho defence mndo by the 

Texan government. But still those captives were kept in con

flnemont, and the most of them at servile labor. "'!'hoy were 

hitched to a. wagon," says William B. Middleton, " twenty-five 

in a team, and compelled to haul rocks from the mountain to 

* Ilousto11 to Elliot, Jnnunry 25, 1843. Mr. Elliot, on seeing in the oppo!ition 
papen thti charge agninst the president that he hnd endeavored to produce a 
prejudice against the prisoners in the eyes of Santa Anna, wrote him as follows: 
"I forwarded to Mr. Pa ken ham, in a private letter, what you said to me on the 
subjtct. In my understanding, your position was, that these prisoners were en
titled to the benefit of their cRpitulation, though you could not, of course, deny 
that the movement across the Rio Grande had been made on their own respon• 
sihility; nnd I couclnded yout· purpose in saying this was, to free yourself from 
the imputation of using the language of nveraion to an irregular and incursion
ary charncte1· of wnrfnre in your communications to foreign government~, and 
of sanctioning it in your orders to the officers of the republic. It nppenrs yery 
probable that Mr. Pnkenl1nm conferred with Genernl Thompson in the interest 
of these prisoners; but it must be quite unnecessnry to sny to you thnt he 11ever 
could have given the least room for all this most unjost and injurious imputntion 
thnt you desired to prfjudice your unhappy countrymen in the sight of General 
Santa Anno. It is also quite possible !hut Mr. Pnkenhnm and General Thompson 
mi,y hnve thought that no good would come out of any nppenl to General Santa 
Anua t\j)On the suhjcct at that time; but I nm quite conYinced that Mr. Pnken• 
ham never misconstrued your kind wishes about I he prison el'!!, and I nm equnlly 
!Ure thnt he was cordially disposed to second them."-Elliot to Houston, Junt 
10, 1843. 

t Santa .Anon to Wilson Shannon, September 5, 1844. 
t Same to Mr. Pakenham. 
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the \Jastlo of Perote. The prisoners, howo,er, at no time lost 

their buoyant spirits ; nor did they over lose an opportunity 

for fun. M'Fall, a. large, powerful man, was put in the lead, 

and was always rea.dy, at the word, to get scared a.nd run 

away with the wagon. '!'his wa.s often done, and the corne1~s 

of tho udobe houses always suffered in such cases. The Mex1-

ca.u officers would laugh, a.nd the owners of the houses would 

swear in bad Spanish. Sometimes tho team would stop in the 

slreet, doff the harness, and half of them go into a. drinking

house on the right, and the other half to another house on tho 
left. When they wore driven out of one house, they would 

run over to the othe1:. Thus the overseers were kept busy• 

They had the power of using the la.sh, but did not ~o it Yo1:y 
often, as the Texans ma.de it their business, at the peril of thou· 

lives to return such civilities with ample vengeance."* 
' • 

In 18-12, information was transmitted to Texas, through a 

gentleman in Missouri, that a rich caravan of Mexicans, hav

ing a large number of mules and a hundred and fifty thousand 

dollars in specie, had passed from Santa Fe to lndopcndenc~, 

and would thence proceed to the eastern cities to convert theu· 

specie into merchandise, setting out on their return to Santa 

Fe in the spring of 1843. As they would on the route pas_s 

through the territory of Texas, many of the Texans were de51-

rous to capture them. Accordingly, on the 28th of January, 

1843 Colonel Jacob Snively ma.de application to the Texan 
' government for authority to raise men to proceed to tho northern 

portion of the republic, a.nd capture the caravan. On tho 16th 

of February, the permission was granted by the wa.r depart-

* One of the overseers struck the prisoner William B. Midtllelon while he "'.ns 
! u'ddl to • edinlely knocked 1nm stooping down to recein a bag of sane. iul e n 1mm . 

down with a stone. The guards ran up; but a J\Iexioan office•· presen~ seerng 
• Tb erseefll were not soldiel'S, but the whole affair, protected the prisoner. e ov 

convfrt&. 
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ment, and he was authorized to organize such force, not ox

cceding three hundred men. The expedition was to be strictly 

partisan, the troops to mount, arm, equip, and provision them

selves, and to have half the spoil-but this was to be taken 

only in honorable warfare. They were authorized to operate 

aho,·e the line of settlements between the Rio del Norte and 

the United States boundary, but were to be careful not to in

fringe upon the territory of that government.❖:- Snch were 

Colonel 8nfrely's instructions, and such his authority. 

The troops rendezvoused at Georgetown, six miles from Cof

fee's station, and tho then extreme frontier. On the 24th of 

April, a sufficient force having arrived, the orders of the sec

retary of war were exhibited. Colonel Snively was unani

mously chosen to the command; but so much of the order of 

the war department as provided that one half of the spoil 

should be paid ornr to the go,ernment " was unanimously re

jected by vote."t The volunteers adopted a set of by-laws, 

and decided that tho army re{,"llla.tions should govern them, 

when not in conflict with tho by-laws. 

On the 25th of April, having about one hundred and seventy

five in the command, they set out on the march. The general 

course of tmvel was west, on the dividing ridge between tlle 

waters of Trinity and Red rivers, on tho old Chihuahua trail. 

They had occasional accessions to their ranks, and learned on 

the first of May that the nows of tho expedition had been pub

lished in the Missouri papers. At length, after various adven

tures amid the splendid scenery of the prairies and the Wa

chita mountains, on tho 27th of May, to their great joy, they 

roached the Arkansas river, and encamped on its right bank, 

* G. W. Hill, Secretary of War, to Jacob Snively, February 16, 1843. 
t I quote from the admirable manuscript journal of the expedition furni!hed 

me by Colonel Stewart A. Miller. 
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about forty miles below the crossing of the Santa F~ trail. At 

this time they had a scanty supply of provisions, and were in 

want of a proper knowledge of the country they were in, and 

of the distance to their place of destination. i-;ome of them 

were sick, and borne on litters ; others, whose horses had been 

lost or died, were on foot. Yet they were cheered by the sight 

of the river. On the following day they sent ~pies across the 

stream to search for the Santa Fe road, who returned and re

ported it to be eight miles distant, on the opposite side. Fresh 

signs of extensive traYel were seen on the road, but it was un

known whether they had been ma.do by the Mexicans or by 

Bent's people, who had a statron one hundred and fifty miles 

higher up. Near the Arkansas crossing they met some of 
Bent's men, who informed them that the Mexican caravan was 

expected to pass, on its way to Santa Fe, in about eighteen 

days. They were also informed that the cararni1 was guarded 

hy five hundred Mexican soldiers as far as the United States 

boundary-line, and that those troops were in that vicinity, wait

ing the return of their merchants. On the 2d of June, a part

nership was proposed by the Bents. They offered to " put in" 

forty men at that time, and forty more shortly aftcrnard ; and 

were to have a pro-rata share of tl10 spoil: bat, in a few days 

afterward, tho Bents sent word that they could not comply. 

The Texan spies, who had gone out to look after the enemy, 

reported six hundred. The advance of the latter took one of 

tbo Tex.ans prisoner; but he passed himself offfoi· ouo _of Bent's 

men, and they released him. The Texans remained in the val

ley of the Arkansas some time, recruiting, drilling, and hunting 

for the enemy. On the 9th of June, they took a Mexican pris

oner, from whom they learned that an express went from Texas 

to Council Grove and informed tho traders of the advance of 
' Snively's expedition; but that the former, having procured 

VOL. II.-26 
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two huntlrcd United States dragoons to guard them across .he 

boundary, would pass on. 

On the 17th of June, the Texans received new.s of the cara

van. It was advancing, "composed of sixty wagons, and sev

cuty-fh-c thousand weight of merchandise." About fifteen of 

the wagons belonged to Americans, and the whole was guarded 

l>y three hundred United States dragoons, under the command 

of Captain Philip St. George Cooke. On the 20th, while the 

Texans were awaiting the arrival of the rich prize they had 

come to find, they met with a detachment of the enemy. The 

latter secured a good ravine, the only one for miles around in 

the prairie. The Texans immediately charged them, each one 

advanci_ng according to the speed of his horse. Some of the 

::\foxicans fled ; the others, after discharging their pieces, sur

rendered. Those who Jled were pursued, and three of them 

killed. The victory showed an aggregate of seventeen killed, 

and eighty prisoners, eighteen of whom were wounded. The 

Texays sustained no injury whatever, and from 1he spoils suir 

plied themselves with horses, saddles, and arms, in abundance. 

The Texans marched with tbei1· prisoners to a good " water

hole," where they remained until the 24th of J unc. On that 

<lay, about three hundred mounted Indians rushed into their 

camp at full speed, and one of the picket-guards fired at them, 

but they proved to be friendly. .A.bout this time the Texans 

began to be dissatisfied, and desired to return to their homes. 

This dissatisfaction continued ; and on the 28th, when the spies 

came in, aud brought no nows of the caravan, it was greatly 

increased. About seventy of the men withdrew from the com

mand, and elected Captain Chandler to lead them home. Three 

more of the wounded prisoners having died, the others were 

furnished with arms to keep them in meat, the wounded with 

mules to ride, and the whole of them set at liberty. 

SNIYELY'S EXPEDITION CHECKMATED. 403 

Captain Chandler with his party set out for home i>Il the 29th 

of June, and Colonel Snively with the remainder proceeded up 

the Arkansas, to hunt game, and await lhe caravan. On the 

30th, a party of Snively's men crossed to the left bank of the 

river, to kill buffaloes. They were discovered and run in by 

the advance of Captain Cooke's dragoons. That officer soon 

came up with his entire force, consisting of one hundred and 

ninety-six men, well mounted and equipped, and two pieces of 

artillery. He sent for Snively to visit him, and asked to see 

his papers, which were shown to him ; whereupon he said to 

Snively that he beliernd the 'l'exans were encamped on the ter

ritory of the United States::<- Cooke then consulted with his 

officers, and they wore of the same opinion. Ile then informed 

Suil'ely that the Texans must be disarmed. Snively protested, 

and gave his reasons why the Texans were ou their own terri

tory. Cooke replied that " hn had made his terms, and to 

them the 'l'exans must submit." He further said that, "if one 

of Snively's men attempted to escape, ho would throw his shells 

into their encampment, and send his dragoons across the river 

to cut the command to pieces." 

Captain Cooke then crossed over the .Arkansas with Colonel 

Snively, and with his dragoons surrouudetl the Texan camp, 

lighted his port-fires, and ordered the Texans to stack their 

arms, which they did, asking to be received as prisoncrs-of

war. Cooke told them he had made his terms, and they must 

submit to them, or they should receive worse. This he said 

to them after they were disarmed. Cooke then recrossed tho 

river, leaving with Sni\-ely's command of a hundred and seven 

men only ten muskets! The Texans were thus left, surrounded 

by Mexicans and Indians, six hundTed miles from home, though 

on the soil of Texas, the easy victims of the first-comer. After 

* Snively's report to the Secretary of War, July 9, 1S-18. 
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a night's reflection, Cooke saw that such inhumanity would not 

do, and. on the morning of the 1st of July, he sent for the men, 

and offered to escort as many of them as wished to go to Inde

pendence, :Missouri. Some fifty of the Texans took this route, 

and received three of the ten muskets left with the entire com

mand. The balance refused an escort, unless they were guarded 

home. Cooke then ordered the Texans to lca,e the territory 

of the United States as soon as possible, and departed. 

Colonel Snively 110w sent an express to Captain Chandler, 

and set out for Ehn creek, about eight miles distant, and joined 

tho latter on tho 2d of July. Spies wore sent off to look after 

the caravan, as the Texans did not care to gi.o up the main 

object of the expedition. On the 4th, tho Indians stampeded 
their horses, and took off sixty bead. Tho Texans pursued 

tho sa.-ages, and killed ten or fifteen of them, having one of 

their own men killed, and another wounded. On the 8th, the 
spies brought news that the caravan had crossed the Arkansas, 

and was on its way to Santa Fe. Sni,ely, finding nearly all 

tho men that had set out for home under Chandler unwilling 

to pursue it, resigned his command on tho 9th of July. Chan

dler and his party set out for home. It is proper here to state 

that, by a previous understanding, the fifty men who went with 

Cooke were to return and join thcfr comrades. They started, 

but, meeting some other Texans, they all returned to Cookc'R 

command except fow·teen. 
The Texans now made a trial for Yolunteers to go after tho 

caravan. They raised eighty-two men, elected Captain War
field to the command, readopted the Georgetown by-laws, and 

set out on their march. Seventeen of them faltered, and re• 

turned with Chandler; the balance proceeded after the cara

nn. On the 13th, they struck a fresh trail, believed to be of 

a large body of Mexicans, under Governor Armijo, who were 
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escorting tho merchants. The 'l'exans, fearing that they would 

be overpowered, abandoned the further pursuit, and started for 

home. On the following day, Captain W arfiold resigned, and 

Colonel Snively was re-elected to the command. On the 20th 

of July, the Texans had a skirmish with the Camanchos; and, 

on the 6th of August, after great privation and suffering, they 

reached Bird's fort, on the Trinity. Thus closed the Snively 

expedition,-:,, 

Ilaving now pretty much concluded om· accounts of the war

like expeditions in which Texas was interested, we turn to her 

diplomacy and domestic proceedings. It is proper to state, 

howerer, that since the last incursion of the Mexicans into San 
Antonio, the republic had kept an efficient company of rangers, 

under tho command of Captain John C. IIays, between the 

western frontier settlements and the Rio Grande, and that its 

services had been Yery important. The Indians, being kindly 

treated, had assumed a more peaceful life ; and, under the pro

tection of the goYernment, the trading-houses kept them sup

plied with the very few articles which they needed. Tho un

favorable influences of the Santa Fe and Mier expeditions have 

already been referred to; nor did that of Snively add anything 

• The To1xun goverument mt\de on earnest complaint against this violation of 
its te,·rit<,ry by Caplt\in Cooke, and the president of the United States or,Jered a 
court of inquiry to innslignte the matter. That tribunal assembled at Fort 
Le•venworth, and decided tbt\t Captain Cooke bad acted within the line of hie 
,luw, and that ho hnd disarmed the Texcins withln the territory of the United 
Stn;es. Notwithslandin" this decision of tho court, however, it turned out. that 
Captain Cooke Lad invaded the territory of Texas, and had there disarmed !be 

. T.xnns. The Congre,;.s of the United States subsequently acknowledged the iJJ-.. 
gnlity of C,iptain Cooke's proceediogs, ond mode a trifling appropriation to the 
Tunns engaged in the expedition. - Ge11eral Order, U. S . .Army, No. 10, .April 
24, 18-14. 

In reference to the surrender of the To!xan riflee, Snively'~ party would cer
tainly ha.e perished had they oot tak~n the precaution to secrete some of thei_r 
gooJ l'ifles, and deliver over the acopetas which they had taken from the Mexi
cans. This will account for their ability to pursull the caravan, nnd to PMS 

t.hrough the country of the Camanches. -S. A. Miller's Journal: MS. 
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to the glory of th 1 Texan arms. "The first step," ol,scrvcs 

General Jackson ,o President Houston, i11 a letter dated Au

gust 31, 1843, " that led to the injury of the fame ofTexas, was 
that foolish campaign to Santa Fe; the next the fooli11h attempt 

to inYade Mexico, without means and men sufficient for the 
occasion. The fate of this rashness to those conccmed will I 

) 

hope, put a stop to these disorders, and control the Texans 
within the bounds of your orders. The Texans now on the 

Santa Fe road from the United States can only be viewed by 

Mexico as a band of robbers-unless there by your orders
aud, if taktu, will every one be put to death." 

In proportion as the Texan sky was overcast by these un

lucky campaigns, that of Mexico \Vas tho more brightened. A 

member of tho United States Congress, deeply interested in 

behalf of Texas, and intimate with A.lmonte, the Mexican min

ister, approached him upon these matters. "At one time," 

said Almonte, "we did not suppose that we could reconquer 

Texas; yet no man could have sustained himself in Mexico 

who would have deolared otherwise, or wl10 would have ad
vocated tho acknowledgment of Texan independence: but now 

the scene has partly changed, and we entertain strong hopes 

that 'l'exas will soon be so reduced as to offer but little resist

ance."* Such was the result of insubordination in Texas, and 
such the hopes of Mexico. 

But there was an influence at work that was destined to do 

much for Texas: it was a feeling of jealousy between the Uni

ted States and Great Britain. It has been already intimated 

that the latter had made no serious attempt to produce peace 

between Mexico and Texas. It was only when she learned 

that President Ty let· and his cabinet were favorable to annexa

tion, that she began to put forth her power. Although tho 

* Letter of Isaac Van Zandt, March 4, 1843. 
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·t· n for a union of the two republics had been formally propOSI 10 . 

withdrawn by the Texan government, yet :Mr. Yan Zandt, with-

out instructions to treat, held informal conversation~ with the 

members of the American government upon the sul~1ect. Ile 

found the president and cabinet anxious for the success of the 

but "earful that it would not meet the sanction of the measure, 11 

t To .,t1·urnlate President Tyler, tho members of Con-sena e. ~ 

grcss friendly to Texas called upon him indivi~~ally, and urged 
him to act, suggesting tho designs of the Bnt1sh go,crnment. 

Gi.ucral Jackson was solicited to address a communication to 

President Tyler upon the subject, which he did ; and, at the 

same time, he wrote to Texas, "I see you are negotiating with 

Mexico, but lle careful of the designing English.,, 

As early as the 10th of February,·1843, the Texan charge 

d'ajfaires at Washington was notified by his govc~nment th~t 

the rejection by the United States of the anncxat10n proposi

tions of 1837 placed Texas in an attitude which would rendilr 
• • • her to take the first step toward a renewal of 1t unproper rn . 
those propositions. Ile was therefore authonzed to say ver-

bally, should the matter be brought up, that it would be_ neces

sary for the Uuited States to make an advance so dee1dcd as 

to "open wide the door of negotiation to Texas." Should that 

he done, then ho was instructed to say that Texas renewed the 

proposal for annexation. 
Santa A.una's propositions, through the medium of Robinson, 

• ,. I lo to whom they were ad-" were everywhere met, uy t 1e poop 
dressed with indicrnation and contempt."·" Yet they satisfied 

) b M . 
the people of Texas, and of other nations, that the cxican 

chief desired to tre~t; and that, so far as he could venture on. 

h Id d O The British char.cr-e his popularity at home, o wou o s • t> 

d'ajfaires in Mexico, taking advantage of this pacific disposi-

s I Yau Zandt Jliny 8, 1848. * Anson Jone•, Texan Secretory of tate, .to sane • 
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tion, under instructions from his go,ernment, urged upon Santa 

A..nna tho importance of an effort to settle the difference by 

commissioners to be appointed by each party. He further 

stated to the dictator that it would be useless to sen<l commis

sioners to treat, on any terms, so long as the present warfare 
was carried on. 

Santa Anna then authorized Mr. Percy Doyle, the British . . 
charge d'aifaires, to inform President Houston, through 11r. 

Elliot, that he would agree to an armistice; and stated that he 

would at once give orders for a total cessation of hostilities on 

his part, and requesteu that General Houston would despatch 

similar or<lers to the officers commanding the 'l'cxan forces. 

Should this be -done, "he was ready to receive any commis

sioners which might Le sent from Texas to treat on tho terms 

proposed by him."* This communication was immediately 

despatched by an express brought by her Britannic majesty's 

sloop Scylla, and transmitted to the Texan government ut Gal

veston. t 'l'ho "terms proposed" by Santa .Anna may hare 

been those sent by Robinson, or those transmitted to Mr. Doyle 

- for the Texan government was only furnished with an extract 

from Mr. Doyle's letter. It was accompanied, howe,·er, by an 

official and an unofficial letter from :Mr. Elliot, expressing the 

belief that the negotiations, once commenced, would '' end in 

an honorable and desirable peace." In this view the vicoruptc 

De Oramayel fully concurred, and joined in urging the armistice. 

The president of Texas, on the receipt of those communicn
tions, though he had liltle faith in the result, felt that it would 

Le advantageous to the republic to negotiate, thus allaying for 

a time the ravages of war. Besides, it would encourage the 

friends of annexation in the United States, promote immigra-

• 

* Perey Doyle to Charles Elliot, May 27, 18-13. 
t Charles Elliot lo Anson Jones, June 10, 1843 . 
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tion, and gi\'e time to Texas to improve her finances, still in 

a wretched condition. The armistice was accepted and pro

claimed on tho 15th of June, to oontinno pending negotiations 

for peace, "and until due notice of an intention to resume hos
tilities (should such intention thereafter be entertained by either 

party) should be formally announced through her Britannic 

majesty's charges d'aifaires at the respective governments." A.t 

the same time, Captain Elliot wa.s informed of the acceptance 

of the armistice, and requested to obtain the sanction of Mex
ico to tho time of its duration, as set forth in the proclamation, 

previous to the appointment of commissioners. .A. despatch was 
also immediately forwarded to the Texan charge d'affaires at 

Washington, enclosing copies of all these transactions.-x- The 

sloop Scylla carried back to Mexico the acceptance of the ar

mistice, and the proclamation of President Ilouston. 

These diplomatic moveIDents, executed with secrecy and de

spatch, }Jl'O<luceu the most intense curiosity and interest in the 

public mind; anu when, a. few weeks afterward, a despatch 

was transmitted from the Texan government to its charge at 

Washington, saying that, inasmuch as the United States had 

taken no definite action on the subject of annexation, nnd there 

being a prospect of an a<ljnstIDent of the difficulties with Mex
ico, the president of Texas deemed it adnsable to take no fur

tlter action in the matter at that timot-when this iuformntion 

was imparted to the American government- tho public anxiety 

was greatly increased. Texas saw tho feeling of jealousy be

tween the United States and Groat Britain, and took no pains 

to dissipate it. She saw that the contest was for the mastery 

of the gulf of Mexico-involving the Monroe doctrine; and 

* Anson Jones lo Chnrlcs Elliot, June 15, 1843. .Anson Jones to Janae Van 
Zandt, June 15, 1S-13. 

t A.n~o:i Jones lo Isaac V110 Zandt, July 6, 1S43. 
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that, in tho final issue, she bad in her own bands tho disposal 

of ibis groat inland sea, with all its potent commercial and mar

itime influences. .A. dispassionate observer, acquainted with 

her antecedents, might well conclude that Texas would never 

fall into the lap of England. A thousand glorious associations 

connected with the fatherland forbade it; but the politics of 

the contending powers were not guided by such observers. 

Their passions, feelings, and pride, were all involved, and the 

"pear was ripening" more rapidly than the conserrntirn school 

imagined, or even desit-ed. Texas loved the parent-country, 
and felt that she was excusable in tho use of sucb coyness of 

conduct as would cause that lo,e to be reciprocated. Tho 

giant soul of the American Union could only be aroused by 
that jealousy which tho mysterious diplomn.cy of Texas pro

duceo. : and, as tho plot thickened, the mystery increased, and 

with it the jealousy of tho United States, until "TEXAS" be

came the battle-cry through mo~ntains and valleys; and such 

standard-bearers as Benion, who were waiting for t1
10 pear to 

ripen, were overwhelmed, and the victory won ! . 
The president of Texas seemed· to enjoy this contest for su

premacy between the g1·eat powers. To Captain Elliot, tho 

British charge d'affaires, he thus writes: "I know you will 
be amused at various matters with which ' Capricorn' of the 

, Tropic' has been regaling the public at our expense . . If \l'C 

were butterflies, and lived but a day, we might be teased by 

such things. Pray, don't let them affect your serenity. I am 

as cool as a shoemaker's lapstone in an open shop at Christ

mas. I deny nothing; but as I see a piece, on the subject of 

your correspondence with Santa Anna, in the 'Farmer,' I will 
send it to you."·X· To Judge Eve, the American charge, be 

writes as follows : " I find, as news reaches me from both tho 

* Houston to Elliot, May 'I, 1848. 
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United States and Texas, that the subject of annexation is one 

that has claimed much attention, and is well received. I find 

that e,en the oldest settlers, even 80me of the original three 

hundred, are as anxious for the event to take place as any that 

I meet with. How the project is to ultimate, it is impossible 

to divine. Tho democracy of the United States is in favor of 

the measure; and if it should become a political lever, both of 

the political parties will grasp at tl1e handle. But of these 

matters you can judge better than it is possible for me to do ; 

you have more sources of information than I can have."* 

Thus passed the first half of the year 1843. The publication 

of the armistice dispersed the warlike preparations of Texas. 

The people were pleased with the change: ignorant of tho 

moving causes, th saw a prospect of peace. The country . . 
ne,·er witnessed a 1orc abundant harvest. Immigration was 

anticipated to a lar~ extent. Fine farms were beginning t6 

dot the face of the co'hrjry ; cattle were multiplying; and hope. 

seemed at last to revel in a clear sky. The president was pre- . 
' paring for a visit to a grand Indian council of all the tribes in 

Texas, in which the Uni tcd States were also to be represented. 

* IIouslon to Ev~, February 7, 1843. 

' 
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CIIAP'l'ER XIV. 

ON the 24th of July, 1843, Captain Elliot sent another de

spatch to the Texan go,ernment, transmitting tho information, 

deri,·ed from the British charge d'affailes in Mexico, that the 

duration of the armistice should be determined by the military 

authorities of the two countries, and referr\ug Texas to General 
Adrian "\Voll, then in command at Matamoras. The despatch 

further proceeded to state that the commissioners to treat could 

come by laud or sea; but that Santa Anna trusted they would 
be sent with. full powers to negotiate upon the terms brought 

out by Robinson. Captain Elliot adds: "Under these circum

stances, it will be for the go,·ernment of Texas to determine 
what course to pursue. By admitting the nominal concession 

required of them, peace would be immediately secured ; and, 

with peace, commerce and agriculture would flourish, and the 

foundations of daily-increasing wealth and power would be 

laid." This extract shows that the influence of the abolition

ists and the Mexican bondholders in London controlled British 

politics on the Texan question. At the same time that there 

was perhaps not n. single white mn.n in Texas who would for a 

moment ha,e submitted io even the nominal supremacy of Mex

ico, it was dcsiraLle to push forward the negotiations fo1· an 

armistice, and establish it upon n. solid basjs. This could be 

done without touching tl10 questions that would arise in the 
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subsequent treaty negotin.tions. The 'l'exan secretary of state, 
therefore, in his reply, informed Captain Elliot that his gov

ernment would accept Santa Anna's proposition to send com

missioners to treat with General Woll concerning the terms of 

the armistice; and, should these be satisfactorily adjusted, then 

commissionl.!rs would be despatched to Mexico, to treat for a 

permanent peace.'t 

On the 26th of July, Lieutenant Gu.Ian, of the Mexican army, 

arrived at Washington, on the Brasos, with a letter from Gen

eral Woll, proposing to make public the armistice so soon as 

the Texan government recalled the forces under Snively. Ile 

also proposed Laredo as a suitable place for the commissioners 

on the armistice to meet. W oll's letter was addressed to 

"General Houston." The latter referred it to the secretary 

of war, who replied as though it had been directed to the presi

dent of Texas, and informed General Woll that the commis

sioners would meet at Laredo about the 25th of September; 

and also that orders had been issued to call in the SniYely ex

pedition as soon as it could be reached. t 
It is proper likewise to mention that the Texan sccretn.ry of 

state, in bis letter to Captain Elliot of the 30111 of July, said 

that if Mexico were sincerely desirous to rcmoYe all obstacles 

to a successful and happy termination of existing difficulties, 

she should n.t once release tho Texans she held in captivity ; 

for, so long as they were detained, accounts of their sufferings 

would reach their friends and counh'ymen in Texas, and keep 

alive a hostile feeling. Captain Elliot was requested to pre
sent this matter, through the British minister in Mexico, to 

Santa Anna.. To this application an answer was shortly re-

* Charl~s Elliot to Anson Jones, July 24, 18-13. .Anson Jonrs to Charles Elliot, 
July SO, 1843. 

t Adrian Woll to Gener:1! II011ston, July 16, 18-13. George W. Ilill to Atlrinn 
Woll, July 29, 1843. 
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turned, through the same channel, to the effect that, so soon 

as tho Texan government delivered all the Mcxrcan prisoners 

in ils hands-some of whom had I.Jeon tlctaiueci &ince the battle 

of San Jacinto-at the headquarters of General Woll, then 
Santa Anna would release all the Texan captives held by him, 

though they amounted to more than the Texans held of the 

Mexicans:::- To this Mr. Jones replied that Texas retained no 

Mexican prisoners; that those of San Jacinto had all been re

leased in 1837; and, if any of them still remained in the coun

try, it was of their own choice: nevertheless, tbe president of 

Texas had issued his proclamation, calling upon all that were 

iu the republic, and who chose to return, to repott themselrns 

to Colonel John C. llays, at Bexar, uy the 10th of October, 

when they would Le sent to General Woll free of charge.t 

On the 26th of September, George W. Ilockley and Samuel 
AI. Williams were appointed, on the part of the Texan govern

ment, commissioners to meet those of General Woll, at some 

point on or near the Rio Grande, to ag1·ee upon the terms of 

the am1istice. Thei1· instructions were as follows : "To en

deavor to estalJlish a general armistice between Texas and 

Mexico, to continue during the pendency of negotiations with 

Mexico for a permanent peace, and adjustment of the difficul

ties between the two countries, and for such further period as 

they could agree upon, requiring due notice to be given by 

either party disposed to resume hostilities, to tho other, through 

the ministe1· of Great Britain resident at the corresponding 

court, six months previous to any act of hostility; to agree 

tl1at the government of Texas should appoint commissioners, 

clothed with full powers, to meet at the capital of Mexico, to 

* Chal'les Elliot to Anson Jones, August 28, 1843. 
t Anson Jones to Charles Elliot, SepLembcr 4, 1843. Houston's P1·oclnmation, 

September 4, 1843. 
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negotiate for the adjustment of all existing difficulties between 

the two countries, and the establishment of a permanent peace 

between Texas and Mexico ; to require safe conduct by sea or 

land, to and from the city of Mexico, for the commissioners 

which might be appointed by the govemment, as also protec
tion during theil' stay in Mexico, and for all persons charged 

with despatches from Texas for the commissioner.,;, and from 

them to Texas, as is usual among nations in such cases." 

These, together with some further provisions, prohibiting ~foxi

can soldiers from crossing the Rio Grande, and in relation to 

the punishment of persons violating the armistice, constituted 

tho instructions to Messrs. llocklcy and Williams.-:• 

The rumors put iu circulation in regard to these matters 

were infinite; tl1ough they would ha,e passed unnoticed, had 

not the name of General W. S. Murphy, tho successor o'f Judge 

Eve as charge d'ajfaires from the "Gnitcd States, been associ

ated with thcm.t A correspondence ensued, and the rumors 

were found to be disconnected with General ::Uurpby. 8till, 

the fact was manifost that the jealousy of the United States 
was greatly cxcitpd by this passing and rcpassing of the Brit

ish sloop-of-war Scylla from Vera. Cruz to Galveston, and the 

consequent armistice. The interest taken by the American 

government in bringing about a. peace between the belligerent 

countries -became the more lively. General Thompson was in

structed to protest and remonstrate in the most solemn manner 

against a recent order of Santa Anna, directing all foreigners 

taken in arms to be immediately put to death, and to declare 

* lnetruclions of G. W. llill, Secretary of War, September 26, 1843. / 
t Mr. Yan Znndt, writing from W11shington, under date of November '1, 1848, 

snys: "I think i~ may be sufoly set down as true thnt General Murphy, nmon~ 
other things, thinks thaL there is nn undue intimacy existing bet11·een the preSl• 
dent of Texas and Captain Elliot." Mr. Vnn Zandt did not see the despatches, 
but gathered this much from n conversation with President Tyler. 
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that tho United States viewed that order as inhuman and bar

barous, and could not see its execution with indifference. Ile 

was further instructed to say that his government Yicwed tho 
war between Mexico and Texas as having lost its high clrn.rac

ter, and that it could be called only a war of plunder, pillage, 

and robbery; that tho United Stutes deprecated its further 

continuance; and, while they did not dispute the right of Mex

ico to rcsuhjugato Texas if she could, they questioned her right 

to keep the subject open, and expressed the decided opinion 

that the war should be at once ended, either by negotiations or 

by arms. These, with some other very strong observations, 

constituted the new instructions to the .American minister in 
Mexico, from the pen of Mr. Upshur, the successor of Mr. 

Webster as secretary of state.* 
In the beginning of October, and while affairs were thus pro

gressing, some difficulties occurred between the governments 

of Great Britain and Mexico, and of such a character as to 

cause lir. Doyle, the Bl'itish chatge d'ajfait"es, to suspend his 

diplomatic functions. This necessarily cut off tho channel of 

communication between Texas and Mexico. Yet the Texan 

go,ernmcnt was assU1·ed that the differences were only tempo

rary. t 
* Isaac Yan Zandt to Anson Jones, August 10, 18-13. 
t Letter of Charles Elliot, November 27, 1843. It appears lhnt, ,nt an anni

versary ball given by Santa Anna, at which the different foreign ministers were 
in attendance, there wns a display of flags taken in battle. Among them was n 
British stnudnrJ taken from on English sailor at the battle of Mier. l\Ir. Doyle, 
the l3rit ish minister, requested that it might be removed, nnd wns assured that 
it should be done the next day. Time passed on until tho 27th of September, 
when another l,1111 was gh•en. Mt·. Doyle, on attending, saw the English union 
jack still hanging in the .~alan ck rtception. After some strong diplo~ntic no~", 
Mr. Doyle susp~udcd bis functions. There were nlso som_e other d1ffer~nces in 

regard to certain clnims due to British su\.jecls, which, being brought into_ the 
discussion, influenced the minister in the course he look. Mr. Doyle, previous 
to tbe 6uspension of his functions, had transmitted to Snnt11 Anna ~hat IIouston 
hnd said about the Mexican prisoners in Texos, nnd bis proclnmal1on for the re-
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In the meantime, the Texan government, to strengthen its 

hold upon the western frontier, encouraged a trade between 

the people of the two countries at Corpus Christi, and urged 

the united States and Great Britain to appoint consuls for 

that port. 
The eighth Texan Congress assembled at Washington on the 

4th of December, 1843. The message of President Ilouston 

did not appear until the 12th. In that paper he referred with 

pleasure to the prosperous condition of the republic, her grow

ing commerce, and the good results of the pacific policy pur

sued toward the Indian tribes, with all of whom, except two, 
treaties had been made. He referred also to the pending ne

gotiations for an armistice with Mexico, and stated that the 

two indi\·iduals appointed by Texas had set out on their mis

sion. For the kind offices of the three great powers in bring

ing about these negotiations he presented the thanks of the 

country. The efforts of tho British go,ernment were particu

larly named as flowing from a sincere and " disinterested" de

sire to bring about a result honorable to the republic. 

But the message of the Texan chief magistrate was soon for

gotten in the excitement produced by that of John Tyler, presi

dent of the United States, delivered to the federal Congress on 

the 5th 9f December, 1843. The Mexican gornrnment, antici

pating some action in the A.met·ican Congress on the subject of 

annexation, bad forestalled the result by threatening the Uni

ted States with a declaration of war if such annexation took 

place. President Tyler referred to this threat as idle; and, 

after speaking of the predatory character of the war which had 

been waged by Mexico for eight years, declared that "the 

leaae of nuy thnt might remain; but, by the breaking off of his official intercourse, 
the former was prevented from pursuing the matter of the release of the Texan 
prisoners in Mexico nny further. 

VoL. II.-27 
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Creator of the universe had given man the earth for his resting

placc, and its fruits for his subsistence. Whatever, therefore, 

should make the first, or any P.art of it, a scene of desolation, af

fected injuriously his heritage,and might be regarded as a general 

calamity. Wars might sometimes be necessary, but all nations 

had a common interest in bringing them speedily to a close." 

All this was sound philosophy; and President Tyler, in its 

practical application, declared that the " United States had an 

immediate interest in seeing an end put to the state of hostili

ties existing between Mexico and Texas." Among other rea

sons giren why the American Union could not be indifferent, 

he affirmed that " a warfare, such as was waged between those 

two nations, was calculated to weaken both powers, and finally 
to render them-and especially the weaker of the two-the 

subjects of interference on the part of stronger and more pow

erful nations, which, intent only on adrnncing their own pecu

liar views, may sooner or later attempt to bring about a com

pliance with terms, as the condition of their interposition, alike 

derogatory to the nation granting them, and detrimental to the 

interests of tho United States." President Tyler then gave 

many cogent reasons why the United States could not quietly 

submit to such interference, and declared that they were bound 

by interest and sympathy to see that Texas was left free to act, 

" especially in regard to her domestic affairs, unawed by force, 

and unrestrained by the policy or views of other countries." 

This message reached the British and French representatives 

to the Texan government at New Orleans. They were "won

der-struck."-" When Texas," said they, "has arrived at a 

state of truce with Mexico, with no help from tho United States, 

and has good hope of a permanent peace, out comes the goY

ornment of the United States with a declaration that Mexico 

is not to be suffered to make war against her. Why, she is 
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,wt making war against her; and this notice would have been 

more kindly timed in December, 1842, when there was good 

reason to believe that Mexico did meditate an incursion into 

Texas. But at that time tho United States were negotiating 

their claim-convention with Mexico, and then it did not suit 

them to irritate the Mexican government. 'Pay us the money, 

and you may do what you like with Texas,' was the music of 

December, 1842; but, now that there is a hope of settlement, 

the United States do what they can to prevent it. That Mr. 

Tyler should have said so much concerning the settlement of 

the affairs of Texas, without one syllable of notice of the wishes 

or feelings of the government and people of Texas, is certainly 
the most barefaced piece of political impudence on record. 
And when Mr. Tyler speaks of the geographical line of diris

ion, and of the opinions of some people that the territory actu

ally belongs to the United States, he is a gigantic joker. Such 

drollery beats the world. 
"When he arrives at the point of deciding that the United 

States will not suffer Texas to entertain any project respecting 

the abolition of slavery-for that is meant broadly enough

he really seems to be intending something very little short of 

the enslaving of the government and people of Texas. What

ever may be the decision of the government and people of Texas 
on that, or any other subject of internal interest, it is surely 

their unquestionable right to entertain or reject any proposition 
made to them by powers in alliance with them, without asking 

the good leave of Mr. Tyler-and upon grounds which they 

may judge best suited to their own interests and honor. 
"If Texas admits these lofty pretensions of the United States, 

there is reason to fear that other powers will think she is al

ready swallowed up, or that Mr. Tyler's geograpMcal line is 

rubbed out." 
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Such were the feelings and language of the great European 
powers on reading President Tyler's message; and, while they 

were charging him with dictatorial assumptions, they were act
ually dictating to Texas the course she should pursue, if she 

desired a continuance of their smiles. But President Houston 
"was as cool as a shoemaker's lapstone on Christmas-day," 

and thought the republic very happy in having so many good 
friends. As for the people of Texas, they were duly advised 

of the proceedings at Exeter hall, and of the influence exerted 

by the Mexican bondholders in London, and were not so patient 
as their chief magistrate. In their reminiscences, they went 

behind the period of December, 1842, to tho times when they 

so much needed "aid and comfort" in men and money-and 

were not disappointed-to the time when, in the hour of their 

infancy and helplessness, they were told by Lord Palmerston 

that " her majesty's government would be justifiable in sending 

out a ship-of-war to Texas," to demand the payment of certain 
claims against the republic.* 

Let us recur for a moment to the efforts actually made by 
Great Britain in behalf of Texas, and the interest which she 
fancied she had in effecting a peace : -

1. By the Hamilton convention of November 14, 1840, Great 

Britain offered her mediation between tho belligerent states, 

for the consideration that, if successful, Texas " would take 

upon herself a portion amounting to one million pounds ster

ling of the capital of the foreign debt contracted by Mexico, 

prior to the first day of February, 1835." This tender of the 

mediation of Great Britain was rejected by Mexico, of which 
Texas had due notice. 

2. In 1842, Texas applied to the three groat powers-the 

United States, Great Britain, and France-to interpose jointly 

* Pnlmerston to Henderson, November 12, 1889. 
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iu her behalf, for the termination of the war. To this proposi

tion France and the United States were willing to accede, but 
Great Britain prefe1·red that each power should act separately. 

[11 the spring of 1843, Texas learned that these efforts were 

hopeless. 
3. At the same time, Texas was informed that Mr. Doyle, 

the British charge d'affaires, had been instructed to propose 

to Mexico a settlement of her difficulties with Texas, based 

upon the abolition of slaT"ery in the latter. We are not advised 

what were the representations made by Mr. Doyle to Santa 

.Anna, that brought about the proposition for a truce; but, con
sequent upon the truce, Messrs. Ilockley and Williams had been 

sent to the Rio Grande, to negotiate an armistice. Pending 

this negotiation, Groat Britain imitod France to join her in 

the mediation. The United States were doubtless excluded 

on account of the slavery question, as also from tho desire of 

those two powers to prevent the American Union from acqui

ring further territory and influence upon the gulf of ~fexico.* 

The commissioners to negotiate tho armistice procoedecl to 

Sabinas, on tho west side of the Rio Grande, where they met 

Senors Landeras and Jaunequi, commissioners appointed by 

General Woll, in pursuance of orders from Santa Anna, and 

the negotiation commenced. The first propositions presented 

by the Texan commissioners were fully in accordance with 

their instructions. The object of the government of Texas in 
this negotiation was, to procure an armistice of as great dw·a.-

* Messrs. Ilenderson and Vnn Zandt to Mr. Calhoun, April 22, 1844. :Nor do 
we know whether Mr. Doyle slaLe<l, in his note to Captnin Elliot, that Snnta 
Anna's propositions were based on the paper sent to Texas by Robinson. One 
thing is certnin, bowever-lhnt, in the extract from Mr. Doyle's note furnished 
the Texan government by Cnptain Elliot, the Robinson propositions were neither 
named nor hinted at• nor were they referred to in Cnptain Elliot's letterl'. The 
latter had been infor:ned tlll\t the Robinson propositions were wholly iondmis
aible. 
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tion as possible, and not to enter into a discussion of any of the 
questions to be afterward settled by commissioners to treat of 
peace. The instructions furnished General Woll by Santa Anna 
were of a general nature; but both governments required the 
agreement, when made, to be submitted for ratification or rejec
tion. After some difficulties, the negotiation was cut short by 
information of proceedings in the United States and Texas in 
regard to annexation. The intelligence of these movements 
so exasperated the Mexicans, that the commissioners from 

Texas scarcely felt safe under the pledges of protection given. 
The latter signed tile armistice on the 18th of February, 184-!, 
and returned home. It was promptly rejected on the part of 
Texas, because it referred to her as a depattment of Mexico. 

"I did not deem it necessary," says President Ilouston, "to 
take any action upon the agreement signed by our commission
ers, further than to reject it silently. I supposed that Santa 
Anna would calculate, as a matter of course, that some action 

would take place under it, and consequently that we would 
gain time by silence."-r.• 

'l'o return to the causes that disturbed the negotiations for 

an armistice. It is scarcely necessary to inquire who fu·st pro
posed the question of annexation. W c have already seen that 
it was predicted in general terms by the Spanish minister of 

foreign affairs, immediately after the American RoYolutiou; 
and that it was alluded to more definitely by Captain Pike, in 
1806 ; also that it was named by General Hpuston, directly 
after the battle of San Jacinto, and formally presented by the 
government of Texas in 1837. Afterward, in 1842, it was offi-. 
cially intimated as a questiot?, having vitality. But on the 6th 
of July, 1843, the subject was suspended by order of the Texan 
government. On the 18th of September following, that gov-

* Houston to Yau Zandt and Henderson, May JO, 1844. 
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crnment was notified, through its charge d'ajfaires at Wash

ington, that Mr. Secretary Upshur brought up the subject in 
all his official interviews, stating that (< it was the great meas
ure of the administration, and that he was actively engaged, 
under the instructions of President 'l'yler, in preparing the 
minds of the people for it, and in learning tho views of sena
tors on the subject." Ile further infonncd Mr. Van Zandt that 

President Tyler contemplated early action upon the subject; 
and requested Mr. Van Zandt to make the same known to his 
government, in order that, if Texas desired to treat on that 

subject, she might clothe her representative with suitable pow
ers. Ou the lGth of October, Mr. Upshur made a formal propo
sition to treat on the question; and Mr. Van Zandt transmitted 

it to Texas, asking the advice of his government." At this 
time, the young republic was most delicately situated. Many 
of lier citizens were prisoners in Mexico, and it was desirable 
not to irritate that country until they were released. Vague 
propositions for peace were passing through the channel of the 
British ministers ; and Texas thought she could treat for an
nexation on better terms if she could have her independence 
first acknowledged by Mexico. In addition to these considera
tions, should she cuter into negotiations with the United States, 
and the treaty fail in the senate, she would lose the friendship 
of Great Britain and France, exasperate Mexico, and, what was 
worse than all, compromise her own dignity and self-respect. 
For these reasons, the Texan executive was wary, and sus
pended his action upon tho propositions advanced by President 

*Mr.Van Zandt to Mr. Jones, October 16, 1843. It would appear, from 
these facts, that President Tyler bas the credit of having initialed the pro_posi• 
tion on the part of the U niterl States. But a very distinguished aud reliable 
authority said (January H, 1844): "Generul Juckson has done much to n~onse 
up this administration to m1\ke the proposition. He, more than any m1111, is tll.6 

ba.•ia of whatever has been proposed to your government." -Letter 0/ A. V. 
Brown. 
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Tyler. TLe discussions on the subject among the people of the 

United States were daily growing in interest; and the back

wardness of Texas in closing in with Mr. Upshur's proposals, 

only increased the excitement. What could President Hous

ton mean? The public mind in both countries was on tiptoe; 

and the curiosity to look into the diplomatic notes that were 

llupposcd to be passing to and from the Texan government was 
hardly restrained within the bounds of good manners. 

On the 18th of December, 1843, a resolution was adopted in 
the Texan senate of au extraordinary character. .A.fter rcfcl'

ring in the preamble to the existing excitement, it proceeded 

to set forth thal, "whereas, it is now understood that a spe

cial messenger has been despatched this morning to the gov

ernment of the United States, charged with important matters 

connected with said negotiations, the same being secret from 

the representatives of the people ; and, whereas, it is the espe

cial duty of the members of this Congress to inquire into all 

matters in which their constituents are supposed to be deeply 

interested, and particularly in regard to those which have pro
duced great excitement in the public mind: Be it therefore 

resolved, That the president bo requested to recall said special 

messenger, and deby his departure, until the matters to be 
communicated through llim shall have been made known to 

this Congress, and such action shall be had thereon as shall 

be deemed adYisable." The president, iu a very pointed mes
sage, refused to comply with thi:; resolution:x• On the 22d of 

December, the representative branch of the Congress made an

other call; this also .he declined. t Unable to get anything 

* .Message to lhe Senate, December 20, 1843. Executive Record, p. 281. 
t MesMgc to the House, January I, I SH. Executive Record, p. 294. Gen• 

eral Jnckso.o wns very severe upon the Texan Congress for these calls. Ile s11ys: 
"I hnvo seen the impudent call upon you for all the correspondence between 
Gren!. Britain and Texas, Mexico and Texas, nnd the United States and Texas; 
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from their president, they applied to General Murpliy, the Uni

ted States charge d' ajf aircs in Texas, for copies of the corre

spondence; but this he flatly refused. The president informed 

the house of representatives, in reply to its call, that, although 

it would not be propct· to publish the correspondence, yet the 

speaker and the committee on foreign affairs, by calling at the 

state department, could read and examine it. They did so, 

and were so far satisfied. But what had already been done, 

had become public: the prospect of a favorable armistice with 

Mexico was blighted ; the release of the Texan prisoners was 

postponed; Great Britain was aroused to ask for explanations; 

and the peace of the republic was jeopardcd. 

Before responding to the proposition of Mr. Upshur, the ex

ecutive of Texas wished to assure himself of tw~ things : first, 

that the treaty, when made, would be ratified by the United 

States senate-lest Texas should be humbled and made cheap 

by a failure; second, that Texas should be protected by the 

United States against her enemy, pending negotiations. On 

the first point, he was assured by the most intelligent and influ

ential men in the United Sttttes that the treaty would be rati

fied. " I think I can lay my finger on forty senators," says 

one," who would vote for it, while, you know, thirty-five would 

be sufficient."-'' I have no doubt," observed another, to whom 

for nearly a third of a century he had looked for advice'f-" I 

and I have gloried in your firmness nnil wi~Jom in withholding it, under your 
present and existing circumstances. I no,v say lo you, as I sniil to the organ 
of President Tyler, when he informed me that the president had thought 
or naming the subject of the annexation of Texas to the United States in his 
message-that. this business should be tr11Dsacted under the greatest secrecy; 
ood the first public notice or this act should be when the treaty wos concluded 
and laid before the senate for ratification; ond then kept secret, if that were 
possiule, till ratified." -Jackso" to Hollslon, January 28, 1844. 

* The intimate acqnaiutance of Generol Houston with General Jackson com• 
menced in 1810 when the former was introdnced by Colonel Thomas S. Jesup 
into the rnihb1:·y fomily of the latter. Colonel Robert Buller, the ndjutant,.. 
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have no doubt but the treaty will be ratified by the senate as, 

our friends write me that thirty-nine senators will vote for its 

ratification, while thirLy-fivc are two thirds." 
Ou t~e second point, Mr. Van Zandt inquired of Mr. Upshur, 

confidentially, whether, after the treaty was signed, and before 

it was ratified, the president of the United States would order 

a military and naval force to the proper points on the gulf of 

Mexico sufficient to protect Texas from foreign aggression.* 

In reply, ho was directed to assure the governn.cnt of Texas 

that, the moment tho treaty was signed, President Tyler would 

send a naval squadron upon the gulf, and a military force to 

the 'l'exan border~, to act as circumstances should require; 

and, furthermore, the United States would then say to Mexico, 

"You must in nowise disturb or molest Toxas."t 

In anticipation of a satisfactory solution of these points, 

President Ilouston, on the 20th of January, 1844, sent to the 

Congress of Texas his- secret annexaLion message.f As the 

proper assurances had not then been received from President 

Tyler, it was carefully guarded. He suggested to the Con

gress that, "if they evinced too much anxiety, it would be 

general of Jnckson's division, was desirous of obtaining an assistant iu his office, 
and wrote to Colonel Je~up on the subject. The answer of the latter will show 
how this intimaoy first commenoed: -

" ll£ADQ.VAJtTZRS, D.A.TON Rouoa, Ntncm1Jn- 1, 1816. 

"D:ua Sm: I have had the honor lo receive your letter of lhe 18th ult Lieu• 
tenant Rodgers has just reported to me thnt he has declined a situation in your 
offioe. Lieutennnt Houston, who is now nt Maryville on furlough, would in all 
probability acoept the situation were it offered to hjm. I nm not acquainted 
with bim, but I nm told he is well qualified. 

"I have the honor to be, &c., 
"TnoMAS S. J:t;:;L"l', Colonel commanding 8th Miliiary J)epartmcnt. 

"P. S. -Croghan spoke of him in the highest terms when he turned over the 
command to me. "T. S. J. 

"To Colonel RoBERT BUTLER, Adjutant-General, Naalwillc, Tenneuec." 

* l\lr. Van Zandt to Mr. Upshur, January n, 1844. 
t Mr. V1rn Zandt to Mr. Jones, Jnnuary 23, 1844. 
t Executive Record, p. 307. 
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regarded as importunity, and the voice of supplication, in such 

cases, seldom commanded great respect." The object of the mes
sage was an appropriation to cover tho expenses of an addition

al agent to the United States, should certain contingencies hap

pen. The appropriation was made; and, in the meantime, the 

assurances of protection came to hand. Having all things 

ready, and, as he supposed, the points well secured, President 

Ilouston wrote to General Henderson-the person he had ap

pointed to co-operate with Mr. Van Zandt in forming a treaty 

- to come immediately to Washington on the Brasos, on his 

way to the United States.* The commission was soon assem

bled at Washington city, and tho business of forming a treaty 

immediately began. 
In the meantime, Captain Elliot, the astonished witness of 

all that was made public, and ono well qualified to conjecture 

what was secret, asked for explanations from the Texan govern

ment. The president and secretary of state both answered him 

very kindly; and it happened that they had some very cogent 

reasons to offer in justification of tho course pursued. While 

they expressed the gt·eatest confidence in the good will of her 
majesty's government, they reminded Captain Elliot that tho 

armistice had failed, that the Texan prisoners were still held 

in bondage at Perotc, that the British minister at Mexico had 

suspended his functions, and consequently the influence of Great 

Britain as a mediator had become paralyzed; that the nations 
to whom Texas had appealed had given no pledge that Santa 

Anna should not invade her frontiers; that her situation was 

critical, and she had been worn down by ceaseless watching 

and anxiety; and, finally, that the proposition for annexation 

had been made by tho government of the United States, and 

the required pledges given for the protection of Texas against 

* Houston to Henderson, February 10, 1844. 
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her enemy, and, for the sake of peace and future security, the 

republic had accepted them.* 

The instructions of Messrs. Henderson and Van Zandt were 

of a general clrnractcr, referring to those given to General Hunt 

by Stephen F. Austin, secretary of state, in 1836. Two addi

tional points, however, wore named: they were to provide in 

the treat} that tho territory of Texas might thereafter be di

vided into four states; and also, in regard to the Texan navy, 

that the national vessels should become the property of the 

United Rtates, the latter paying the builders thereof tho price 

agreed to be paid by Texas for thcm.t They were further 

instructed to regard the boundary of Texas as defined by her 

statute.:j: 

. While these things were passing, the French and British 

governments united in a protest against the annexation of the 

young republic to the American Union. lJ Nevcrthcles~, Texas, 

having embarked in the matter, was in earnest about it; and 

her commissioners, and all her friends who could use any influ

ence, wore engaged. The treaty was at length completed, on 

the 12th of April, 1844, signed by the Texan commissioners 

and Mr. Calhoun (who succeeded to the state department after 

* Captain Elliot t-o the President of Texas, March S and 22, 1844. President 
of 'l'exas to Captain Elliot, MArch -, 184-!. • 

t Mr. Jones to l\les.•r•. IIenderson nnd Van Zandt, Fehrunry 25, 1841. 
i President llouston, in pursuance of the secret net authorizing the sale of the 

Texan na~y, hod ordered the disposnl of it at Galveston, in the latter part of 
1843, but it wns forcibly resisten uy certain persons there. When, afterward 
the_ anne~ntion propositions of President Tyler were entertained, the prospec~ 
of rncl_uding the Mvy and the debt duo for it in the trPnty, indnced the Texnn 
executive to recommend a repeal of the secret act nuthorizing its sale, which 
was done. 

I Ashbel Smith Lo Anson Jones, February 29, 1844. This protest, which had 
been drawn np by the ministers of Englnnd and France, was couotcrmanded
the_ protestants fearing_ that it might increase the excitement of the people of the 
Umtcd Stales, and nnite them on the subject of annexation. -.Ashbtl Smith to 
Preaident IIousto11, .Augw;t 31, 1844. 
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the untimely death of Mr.Upshur), and sent by President Tyler 

to the American senate for ratification. 
A.t the time this treaty was presented to the senate, there is 

little doubt but a majority of the people of tho United States 
--"-and a large majority-were in favor of its ratification; but 

the senate, generally deliberate, grarn, and just in its conclu
sions and advice, was at that time greatly agitated by the ap

proaching presidential election. The popular voice in the 

United States, though slow in finding utterance, will always in 
the end be heard. This voice was more potent for annexation 

than the grave senators believed it to be. Of the two parties 

into which tho people of the Union were diYided, Henry Clay 

was the idol of the whigs, and the embodiment of their princi

ples. . Martin Van Buren was the favorite of the democrats· ' 
and it was confidently expected that they would each be nomi-

nated by their respective parties at the approaching conven

tions-that of the whigs to be held at Baltimore, on the 1st 

of May ; and that of the democrats at the same place, on the 

27th of the same month. They were both called upon for their 

views on the subject of annexation. Mr. Clay made public his 

opposition to the measure in a letter dated at Raleigh, North 
Carolina, on the 17th of A.pril. Mr. Van Buren soon followed, 

taking the same position. So soon as these letters were pub
lished, those acquainted with the party ties which bound sena
tors aud citizens to their political chieftains were satisfied that 

the tl'eaty would be rejected in the senate. Yet in the discus

sion in that grave body the influ~nce of the public voice was 

manifest; for those whose party relations urged them in oppo
sition, took that ground with a saving clause: they wcro in 

favor of annexation in the abstract, but the way, the form in 

which it had been brought up, did not suit them. 
The whig convention nominated Mr. Olay on tho 1st day of 

• 
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May, as the candidate of that party for the presidency. This 
gaYe a party sanction to his Raleigh letter, and his leading 

friends took ground against the admission of Texas. A. public 

functionary of the republic, then. at BaJtimore, and unacquaint

ed with such scenes as be there witnessed, says: " In the i1~

mense concourse of persons assembled hero during this week 

from the various parts of the Union, there was not one to be 

found to raise his voice in our behalf; and I declare to you 

that such a thing as sympathy for us as a nation, however pres

sing our difficulties, is totally unknown among this people: and 

whatever might be our fate, it would receive more derision 

than regret. The opinion very generally prevails that we aro 

a nation of scoundrels, speculators, and adventurers, unworthy 

to occupy a place in this party-cursed country, and we are 
treated in accordance with this notion." 

Between the 1st and the 27th of May, the democratic lead
ers had time to look over the ground, and take adrnntage of 

the response that came up from distant states. As calls had 

been made upon other public men for their views on this an

nexation question, and many had answered favorably, politi
cians of foresight were surveying this list in search of a friend 

to Texas who would do for a standard-bearer in the contest of 

November. However, no agreement was made before the as

sembling of the convention. Mr. Van Buren had been endeared 

to the democratic party by his earnest efforts to establish a con

sti tuti011al treasury, free from tho control of bank-corpo1·ations. 

When the convention met, however, and the pledges of dele

gates had been redeemed by casting their votes for Mr. Van 

Buren, and the untrammelled question was presented between 
that gentleman and annexation, he was rejected, and the nom

ination conferred on James K. Polk, of Tennessee, a civilian 

of considerable political talent, and of unexceptionable charac-
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tor, who had already come out in favor of the annexation policy. 

George l\f. Dallas, of Pennsylvania, having similar views, was 
nominated for vice-president. Thenceforth the cry of "Polk, 

Dallas, Texas, and Oregon,"* electrified the masses of the Un

ion. It was tho political sirocco, sweeping over the country, 
and winding up the public history of proud statesmen and con

scrva~ive patriots. 
To return to the proceedings of the American senate. That 

body discussed the treaty of annexation until the 8th of June. 

It was then rejected by a vote of sixteen to thirty-five. Mr. 

Benton was particularly severe upon President Tyler, and de

clared that this Texas question had been sprung on the eve of 

the Baltimore convention, to gi,o second-rate politicians time 

to amend their answers. Y ct, beneath all the political bitter

ness of that day, there was a strong current which Mr. Tyler, 

through wisdom or good fortune, discovered. He followed it 

up, and, though he had no party to raise him a second time to 

the presidency, ho had the high honor to connect his name with 
one of the most important steps taken by the United States 

since their confederation. For this the pen of impartial his

tory will do him justice. 
The receipt of the news of the rejection of the treaty pro

duced a painful sensation in the public mind in Texas. The 
people felt that they had been twice spurned by their natural 

parent, and that their heroic sufferings had all been lost upon 

* Among other p1·oceedings of the Baltimore convention of Mny 2'7, 18.J.4, they 
resolved thaL "the reoccupation of Oregon and the ream1e:ration of Texas, nt the 
earliest practicable period, nre great Amel'icnn measures, which this convention 
recommends to the cordial suppol't of the democrney of the U nion."-1''1,e States
man's Manual, vol. ii., p. 1426. The word "t'eanne:ration" wns n gr~ot favorite 
with General Jackson. He used it in his letters. The ideo was ns old as the 
treaty with De Onil'. The day after Ilouston left the convention at Washington 
on the Brasos, to take command of the army, he wrote back to Collingsworth, 
chairman of the military committee, advising that "Texas be declared a portion 
of Louisiana." 
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her. There were few men in the republic who had not at the 

moment resolved to banish for ever all affection for her, and 

seek among strangers and foreign nations a more congenial 

friendship and protection. For the sake of the mother-country 

Texas had turned the cold shoulder to Great Britain and France, 

and greatly exasperated Mexico; and yet, for all this, to be de
nounced by the political orators of the Union as a country of 

" scoundrels, speculators, and adventurers," and have her char

acter and dignity made the football of factions, was too bad! 

Texas felt humbled: not that she had not done lier duty, and 

acted iu good faith with all nations, but because she had been 

deceived. She could not cast any blame upon her great friends, 
who bad so earnestly and sincerely besought her to accept tl1e 

propositions of President Tyler; but she did blame those in 

4 high places who withheld their hands to welcome her into the 

federal Union; and she rejoiced that their opposition to her 

had brought clown upon them an avalanche, under which they 

were crushed ! 
General Murphy, the American charge d'affaires in Texas, 

announced the result to the latter government in a few words. 

"The treaty," said he, "is rejected, and so is my nomination: 
the tail went with the hide !"•:t The feelings and hopes of the 

friends of Tens in the United States arc fully expressed in 

the following view taken of the matter by General Jackson: 

" The rejection of the treaty filled rue with reg1·et ; but the 

effect of this mornment brings the subject directly to the atten
tion of the people ; and we shall, in the course of a few months, 
be enabled to understand what their verdict will be. There is 

every reason now to believe tha.t discussion and reflection are 

strengthening the views of the politicians who farnr annexa

tion; and that Mr. Clay, weakened by his position on this suh-

* W. S. Murphy to the President of Texas, July 8, 1844. 
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ject, will be defeated by a large majority. So confident am I 

that this will be the case, that I am anxious you should be 

prepared for it, and not take a.ny course for Texas which may 

create new embarrassment in the negotiation or legislation 

which will be necessary to carry into effect the measure of an

nexation."* 
The public feeling in Texas at that time was perhaps well 

expressed in General Ilouston's reply to the above communi

cation: "The moment I received yom· last letters, I did not 

respond to them, because I wished to await the further devel

opments which have since taken place. I au·nounce to you 

with pleasure that Texas is free from all involrnments and 

pledges; and her future course, I trust, will be marked by a 

proper regard for her true interests. My decided opinion is, 

that she should maintain her present position, and act aside 

from e,cry consideration but that of her own nationality. It 
is now the duty of the United States to make an advance that 

ean not be equivocal in its characte1· ; and when she opens the 

door, and removes all impediments, it might be well for Texas 

to accept the invitation."t 

Texas, now -finding herself alone-abandoned by the land 
of her origin- turned to the "lone star," the beacon of fo1·mer 

victories, and, with a proud though wounded spirit, determined 

to make it rcRpectable. There was one consideration, however, 

that still withheld her arm: she was well advised that the voice 

of the American senate was not the voice of tho people. Every 

state in that Union was represented by citizens in Texas; and 

from Maine to Louisiana their friends assured them that Polk 

would be elected, and all would be well. 
Mexico received with pleasure the news of the rejection of 

* J nckson to Houston, July 19, 1844.. 
t Ilouston to Jackson, December 18, 1844. 

VOL, Il.-28 
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the treaty of annexation, and Santa Anna made preparations 

for another marauding incursion to San Antonio ; but domestic 

troubles changed the face of things, and induced him to coun

termand the order. By the terms of the armistice, if it had 

been ratified, it was to expire on the 1st of May, 18-14, unless 

there was a prospect of a treaty of peace bci_ng made. The 

~Iexican government waited until June, in order to rcceirc 

further information from Texas, but, obtaining none, General 

Woll, on the 19th of that month, sent a notice to " General 
Ilouston" that " hostilities were rene,vcd, and declared to exist 

from the 11th instant." Ile took occasion to state further, by 

order of Santa Anna, that his go,·ernmcnt "was highly indig

nant at the perfidious conduct of tho said inhabitants of Texas 

toward Mexico" in regard to the armistice. To this note the 

president despatched to Santa Anna a suitable reply.* 
The Texan government inquired of President Tyler whether, 

since the rejection of the t1·eaty, the American forces in the 
gulf of Mexico and on the borders of Texas would be with

drawn. The answer was, that they would still remain as they 

were; only, that they would correspond with the United States 

charge d'affaires in Texas instead of the president of tho re

public. The naval squadron under Captain Conner, and the 

military force under General Taylor, although they would have 

had no power to act had Mexico invaded Texas, served never· 

theless to overawe tho former government. However, as has 

been already stated, Mexico had troubles at home, which pre

Yented her from executing tl1e bloody threats of General Woll. 

The European governments, rejoiced that the senate of the 
United States bad so far co-operated with them in pre,entiug 

annexation, determined on a new effort to place tho question 

on such ground as would for ever prevent its consummation. 

* Houston t.o Snuto Anos, July 29, 1644. 
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The difference between Great Britain and Moxie, about the 

flag was hastily patched up, and a new minister ser t to the lat

ter. Great Britain and France, in order to prevent the United 

States from obtaining Texas, were willing to waive tho ques-

tion of slavery, and ted their efforts to procure from Mexico 

·r::-~.., .~ 1e independence of Texas, provided the 

maintain her independent position. In 

posed to secure the United States as a joint 

meantime, after tho t1·oaty had been made 

lor, General Ilendcrson was recalled from 

Washington; and, after its rejection, Mr. Van Zar twas per-

mitted to 1·esign, and the rela • 

government were left in the ,..1 ~~"'"''ii 

The internal affairs of Tc 

• porous. The increase in th 

tho government from starviu 

been badly managed-principa 

to enforce its collection. For the y 

forty-nine thousand dollars assessed, only thirteen thousand 

dollars had been collected and paid in. 'l'hc Texan tariff 

amounted to an average of twenty-four per cent. The Con

gress, in February, 18H, had passed a bill to reduce it to sev

enteen per cent. ; but the president, in order to sustain the 

government, vetoed the act. !lad it been approved, it would 

have reduced the annual income thirty thousand dollars. This 

indirect revenue, though exceedingly onerous to the western 

section of the country, was absolutely necessary to supply the 

wants of the government. It was more heavily fdt in western 

Texas, because the facilities for smuggling along the line of the 

Sabine and Red rivers were such, that tho eastern portion of 

the republic paid but a small a.mount of duties. 

• Anson Jones to Isnn<l Van Zandt, July 13, 1844. 
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The effects of immigration and improvement were visible 

0Ycr the whole country. The pacific policy of the admiuistra

tion had given comparative security to the frontiers, and immi
gL·::tnts wero opening farms and laying out settlements high up 

in the valleys of the Texan rivers. Among the means em
ployed by the government for hastening the settlement of its 

waste lands was that of colony contracts. In pursuance of an 

act of Congress, President Lamar entered into a contract, on 

the 30th of August, 1841, with W. S. Peters and others, foL· 

the introduction of six hundred families into Texas within three 

years::, Afterward, two supplemental contracts were made, 

the time extended, and the number of families to be introduced 

increased to eight hundred.t Again, on the 20th of January, 
1843, another contract was made with 0. F. Mercer and others, 

as assignees of Peters and others. A year afterward, another 

contract was entered into with Mercer and his associatcs.:j: On 

the 15th of February, 1842, a contract was made with Henri 

Castro and John Jassaud for the introduction of six hundred 

families within three years.JI On the 7th of June, 1842, a con

tract was concluded with Ilemy F. Fisher and Burchard :Mil
ler, to introduce a like number of families within the same time. 

It is scarcely necessary to say that, in all these contracts, with 

the exception of those of Castro and Jassaud, and Fisher and 

Miller, the government was badly treated. The contractors 

genornlly incurred no expense, and put themselves to little 

trouble, further than to give notice, which tho government 

could have done with more effect. Yet the announcements 

thus made public, that lands would be given to colonists who 

* Act of January 4, .J 841, section 4. 
t <;upplemental contt-11cts of November 20, 1841, aud July 26, 1842. 
t January 29, l 814. 
I Ily joint resolution, January 27, 1845, two yenra more were given for the 

prcformance of the contract. 
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should settle them, brought many immigrants to tho Texan 
frontiers. Being unaided and unprotected by tho contractors, 

who seemed only to be interested in their premium lands, tho 

colonists did the best they could. The result of these con

tracts, upon the whole, has been unfavorable to Texas, espe

cially since the at!t of annexation, as new immigrants have 

found the countl'y encumbered with these old claims. 

The election for president and vice-president of Texas was 

held, under the constitution, on the first Monday in September, 

184-1. '.L'he candidates before the people for tho first office 

were Dr. Anson Jones, secretary of state under Houston's ad

mini~tration, and General Edward Burleson, the vice-president. 
Dr. JoNF.S was clecteJ. Colonel K. L . ANDERSON was chosen 

vice-president, with only a nominal opposition. The result was 

considered as a popular approval of the pacific policy of tho 

pending administration, as that was made a question. 

The Texan prisoners taken at Mier had been still suffering 

at Perotc. Occasionally, one or two were released, at the spe

cin1 request of some one; but on the 16th of September, 1844, 
the remainder, one hundred and four in number, were liberated 

by Santa Anna. Ile had recently lost bis wife, and obtained 

permission from the Mexican Congress to retire for a while to 
ltianga de Clavo, to mourn over his berea,cment. Ile left the 

capital on tho 12th of September ; and it is probable that, on 

the way, his reflections upon the late severe visitation of his 

hearthstone inspired him with this act of mercy. The released 

captives returned to their homes, where they were joyfully rc
coiYcd. 

The republic of Texas, from a state of disorder and turmoil, 
had become peaceable and prosperous. The invasion by the 

Mexicans, so long threatened, had become a bugbear at which 

no one was alarmed. To the orderly disposition of the country, 

ti 



438 HISTORY OF TEXAS. 

however, there was ono exception-the war of the "Regular 

tors" and "Moderators." Of the long list of worthies who had 
occupied the neutral ground, there was still a remnant left, liv, 

ing mostly in the county of Shelby and the adjoining territory 

of Louisiana. Thoir ranks had been increased by refugees 

from the United States, driven thence by the bankrupt-law of 

1841, and by events connected with the presidential campaign 

of the previous year. After the opening of the Texan Janel

office in 1838, the profits ari~iug from the sale of l1ead-right 

certificates suggested the idea of their manufacture on a large 

scale. The board of land-commissioners for Shelby county 

were found suitable instruments for this business. It was not, 

however, confined to this county, but tho focus of their opera

tions was hero. These operations were not limited to lhe sale 

of forged head-rights, but included the free circulation of coun

terfeit money, and depredations upon the property of other 

people. The first open outbreak occurred in 1842. Charles 

W. Jackson, formerly of Kentucky, who had been running a 
steamboat on the Mississippi and lower Red rivers, for some 

crime had disappeared from his business, and set up a mercan

tile house at Shreveport, Louisiana. A party of men, seeing a 
reward offered for Jackson, arrested him, and placed him on a 
vessel bound for New Orleans. He, howe,er, made his escape, 

and returued to Shreveport before his captors, where be gath

ered his friends around him, and, when the forme1· returned, a 

battle was fought between the parties, in which Jackson suc

ceeded in killing some of his enemies and dri.ing the others 

out of the place. To avoid further trouble, J aekson fled to 

Shelby county, in Texas, where he ran as a candidate for rep

resentative to Congress, but was defeated, as he declared, by 

the makers of the head-right certificates. He ga,·e notice to 

the land-office at Austin of their dealings; in consequence of 

THE REGULA.TORS A.ND MODEUATORS. 

which he received a letter from Joseph Goodbread, notifying 

him that, if he did not desist from meddling with what di(l not 

concern him, he would be killed ; and that, if no one elso would 

do it, the writer would. Shortly afterward, Jackson presented 

the letter to Goodbread in the town of Shelbyville, and in a 

moment after shotr him down. Jackson was called to answer 

for this offence, but moved the trial to the adjoining county of 

Harrison. As the cause produced great excitement, a large 

number of armed men attended the court, but mostly on Jack

son's side. On tho second day of the term, Judge Hansford~ 

whoso duty it was to try tho cause, failed to make his appear

ance; in fact, he had abandoned the court, leaving Jackson 

and his party masters of the field.* The latter proceeded with 

his friends, aml arrested the chief-justice of Panola county and 

some others, and sent them to Louisiana, to be tried fbr sollle 

offence committed there. After some other acts of this cha1·

acter in that section of the country, the law became only o. 
passive looker-on, while men followed with impunity their own 

passions and appetites. Captain Jackson and his party had 

now associated together to regulate society, and to punish steal

iuO' robbery and like offences. But the offenders were men 
b> ' 

of genius: for their own protection, many of them joined the 

regulators; and, as new converts arc distingui8hcd Ly their 

zeal, mauy honest men thus lost their property ancl their lives. 

To counteract the bad effect of these operations, a company of 

moderators was organized, and such of the desperadoes as had 

not joined the regulators fell into their ranks. Thus, in a short 
time, Shelby county, and portions of surrounding counties, to

gether with a part of Louisiana, were arrayed against each 

other. The strife had gradually become more exciting for four 

tears when in the summer and fall of 18-!4, it became neces-
J ' ' 

* :Memoranda of Captain Ephrnim Doggett. 
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sary for the government to interpose, to prevent civil war. 

President Ilouston accordingly ordered General Smith to raiso 

a portion of the militia, and repair to the scene of anarchy. 

Some five hundred of the go,·ernmcnt forces assembled there; 

and, uy a prudent and firm course of conduct, the belligerents. 

were induced to lay down their arms and submit to the laws.* 

The presidential election in the United States resulted in the 

success of Polk and Dallas by a majority in the electoral col

lege of sixty-fi,o votes. This was to the world an assurance 

of tho incorporation of Texas into the American Union. Ac

cordingly, joint resolutions for tho annexation of Texas to tl1e 

United States passed tho house of representatives on the 25th 

of February, 18415, by a vote of one hundred and twenty to 

ninety-eight. On the 1st of March, they passed tho senate, by 

a vote of twenty-seven to twenty-fi,,c; and, on the same day, 

President Tyler had the high honor of giving them his official 

sanction.t 

The result of this act on the part of the federal Congress had 

a happy effect on the public mind. Those who had opposed 

the measure began now to look at it with other eyes, and all 

* Wnt i\loorman wtts captain of lhe regt<lalora, nod John M. Bradley of the 

moderaton. Moorman killtd Brndley at the churcb~oor in San Augustine, ju,t 

at the close of divine iervice, one evening in the summer of 1844, nnd retired lo 

Shelby county. A writ for his arrest wns placed in the hands of the sheriff of 

thnt county. Moormau resisted, nnd was sustained by Uie regulator.,; the 1~od

trator1 rallied around the sheriff, to aid in his capture. Thus the two partie1<, 

numbering about one hundred and seventy-fhe on ench side, were 11rra~ed 

against cnrh other. They fortified, nnd for some weeks were under nrms, d~'.·•~g 

which period there were about fifty persons killed and wouuded. The n11ht111, 

being ordered out, captured Moorman, and dispersed lh.i combatant.-. Moorman 

was killed hy Dr. Burns, two or three years afterward, as he was crossing the 

Sabine. -Notes of Captain William Jl SimpA011.. 

t Statesman's Manual, vol. ii., p. 1427. Thia was the first vote in the house. 

Thd r,solution• were amended in the senate, nud when returned lo the hou•e 

the nmenclment was concurred in on the 28th of February, 1845, by II vot,• of 

oue hundred and thirty-two to seventy-six. - 0. IL Raymond lo}: . .Allen, Fel>

rum!J IS, 1S46. 
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agreed that the United Sta.lei could not do without Texas. 

.Among those most rejoiced was the ,cncrablc ex-president 

Jackson. Ile bad watched the struggle of the infant republic 

since 1835 with an earnest solicitude; and whe1~ the question 

of annexation came up, he viewed the act as necc:;sary to carry 

out the ":Monroe doctrine," and preYent foreign intermeddling 

with the affairs of this continent. When he rcceh·cd the news 

of the final passage of the resolutions, he thus wrote to General 

Houston: "I congratulate you, I congratulate Texas and the 

United States, on this glorious result, on which depended the 

safety and prosperity of both 'l'cxas and the United States. 

The Congress of the United States (with the president) has 

rcanncxed Texas to om· glorious Union as far as she could 

without the consent of Texas, which all the democracy of this 

Union believe will be speedily yielded by tho people of Texas, 

through he1· constituted authorities. I now behold the great 

American eagle, with her stars and stripes, hovering over the 

lone star of Texas, with cheering mice welcoming it into our 

glorious 'Gnion, and proclaiming to Mexico antl all foreign gov

ernments, 'You must not attempt to tread upon Texas!' -that 

'the united stars and stripes now defend her.' Glorious re

sult ! in which you, general, have acted a noble part; and your 

name is now recorded among the heroes, the patriots, and phi

lanthropists. 

"You have yet more to do: you have now to lay the basis, 

by proper legislation, and remodolling your constitution, for the 

future greatness, wealth, and prosperity, of your state-and 

first, by proper legislation, to guard and protect the morals of 

your people. Keep us from temptation !-this is tho toxt. 

To this end, you must shut the door against all foreign grants 

for land, guarding all grants issued by tl1e constituted authori

ties of Texas; all others to be barred by positive law. You 
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must with care husband your vacant land to meet your national 

debt; and, after that is paid, provide for the prosperity of your 

state by funds for education and the improvement of the coun

try. By gua~ding your unappropriated lands against all frauds 

-by issuing scrip, bearing interest at three per cent., to the 
amount of your debt, it will soon be paid; by placing a mini

mum price on your lands, and granting, with proper guards and 

limitations, pre-emption rights to actual settlers, you will soon 

pay off your public debt, and have more wealth left than any 
state in our Union. 

" But, to protect yom· morals, and to cap tho climax of your 

prosperity, and protect tho labor of your country, you must pro

Yide in your constitution, by a positive provision, that your 
legislature never shall establish a bank, or any corporation 

whatever, with a power to issue paper; that 110 banks shall be 

established by the legislature except on a specie basis, and then 

only with the powers of receiving deposites, and exchange. 

There never was nor ever could be use for any other kind, ex

cept for speculators and gamblers in stocks, and this to the 

utter ruin of the labor and morals of a country. A. specie cur

rency gives life and action to tho producing classes, on which 
the prosperity of all is founded.''•:t 

The people of Texas were not ungrateful to General Jackson 

for tho interest he took in their welfare. By a joint resolution, 

approved on the 21st of June, 1845, the Texan Congress ten

dered him "the unfeigned gratitude of a nation.'' At that time, 

however, their illustrious friend had ceased to live. t 
* Jackson to Ho11ston, March 12, 1845. 
t At the close uf the letter above quoted, General Jackson expressed a foebfo 

hope of seeing General Houston and family at the llermitage in the summer. The 
following letter to President Polk will explain the result: -

" H£Bl11TAOE, :Tune 8, 1845 -12 o'ewr.k al niglol. 
" MY DeAR SIR: In d~ep sorrow I address you this bMty note. At six o'clock 

thi! evening, Geuera1 •Jackson departed this life. Ile retained his faculties to the 
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President Jones was inaugurated on the 9th day of Deoem

ber,.1844. Neither the president, nor the ninth Texau Con

gress, which adjourned its session on the 3d of Fobrua1:y, 1845, 

said anything on tho subject of annexation. Both parties prob

al.Jly believed it was in as good a condition as they c~uld de~iro 

it. In the meantime, another change had occurred m 'Mexico, 

and General Ilorrera, who belonged to the federal and peace 

party, came to tho presidency. Ile released Colonel Navarro, 

the only remaining Texan prisoner in the republic, and gaYe 

other indications of his desire for peace. At length, the Mexi

can Congress authorized Ilorrera to open negotiations and con

clude a. peace with Texas, on condition that she would not he 

auuexed to the United States. This arrangement was brought 

about through the agency of the British antl French govern
ments; and, 011 tho 19th of May, tho preliminary articles were 

signed by the :Mexican government, transmitted through the 

French minister in Mexico to Captain Elliot, the British cltarge 
d'ajfaires in Texas, and by him laid before the Texan goYern

mcut ou the 2d day of J uue. On the 4th, President Jones pre

sented these facts to the people by his proclamation, at the 

1 , b I lament that I wns denied the satisfaction of seeing him in his very as. our. ?i . • • · th t 
last moments. I was unfortunately delayed in ascending the iiss1ss1ppi, so a 
I did not reach Kashville till half-past six this evening. 1 immediately procured 

d 0. 0 out with my family-bnving understood that the gen-a conveyance, an c m . . d • • if I 
eral's health was exceedingly precarious, and berng 11nx1ous to a mm1ster, 
could some comfort in the closing scene of his eventful life. On my way, a few 
miles.from the city, J met the family physician, who informed roe that the gen-

eral was no more. • · I 1 · 
•• About three hours before bis departure, he conversed for ~ome time. wit 1 ''.s 

family and look an affectionate leave of them, as also of his domestics. His 
' t "" t· ng and remarked that he departed physician represented the scene as mos auec 1 , . 

with perfect set·enity, and with full faith in the promises of snlv11l1on through 

the Redeemer. . . . . . . h ns it was io lifo. 
"I have seen the corse since my arrn al. the visage IS m11c . . 

d I • I k A. M A nnllon will llis funeral will take place on Tues ny, at e even o c oc , • 
feel his los• as n no.lion bas received the fruits of !tis toils during tbe be5t years 

.., f • d "S.ut llousrox." of his life. Very truly your r1en , 

.,. 
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same time declaring a cessation of hostilities between foe two 

countries. On the 15th of May previous, he had called a con

vention of sixty-one delegates, to meet on tho 4th of July ensu

ing, to consider tho propositions for annexation ; also an extra 

session of the ninth Congress, to meet on the 16th of June, in 

order to give the consent of the republic to the anticipated con

,ention. The Congress, by a joint resolution, appro,cd June 

23, 1845, ga,c its consent to the joint resolutions of the Ameri

can Congress; also to the convention, as called by President 

Jones. The latter body assembled, ratified tho act of annexa

tion, formed a constitution as a state of the Union, and sub

mitted the whole to the Texan people. It was appro,ed by 
them ; and the lone star of Texas, afLer a struggle of ten years, 

was gathered under the folds of the glorious banner of the 

U11iou. 
IIoro our labors end. To.xas came into the U11ion for the 

love she bore it. While it prospers, Texas will prosper : their 

wars, their hopes, and their glory, are henceforth tho same. 

.And it is the ardent wish and prayer of every good man that 

the same God, who guided the young republic through so many 

trials, will continue to bless that Union of which she now forms 

a part. 

APPENDIX NO. I. 
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COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE TEXAN ARMY, IN 1835-'G, 

(To:z following is 11ot nn enlire collection of the official correspondence of the 
commander-in-chief during Lhe winter and spring of 1836-'6, but only of so much 
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24. To Colonel Fannin .................. Colorodo, 
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41. To the Citizens of Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18, " 
42. To Davjd Thomns ........... ....... . Groce's, 11 

" 

43. To Colonel Nnthoniel Robbins..... . .. " u 
44. To Colonel Henry Rnguet ... .. , .. . , .. . Ilnrrieburg, 19, 11 

45. To President Burnet ... , ........... . San Jacinto, 25, " 
46. Secretary Rusk'd Report of the Bottle of lhe 2let of April, • 22, " 

No. I . 

To Captain Wylie Martin. 

SAN FcLTPE DE .AUSTIN, l{ovembcr 24, ISM. 

MY DEAR Sm: In accordance with our last conversation, I take 
pleasure in explaining my views, if they can, in any possible event, 
be of service to our country or countrymen. 

If, in the range of human occmrences, it shall be proper or even 
necessary for the army of the people before Bexar to fall back, be
cause of the meu not being prepared with proper clothing for winter, 
and the want of necessary artillery ancl munitions of war, I would 
snggest to you tl1c> advantage of retiring in good order, and sending 
the cannon, baggage, and sick, in advance, so that they can at least 
reach the Cibolo under conduct of a strnng guard, ancl a vigilant offi
cer to command it, before the enemy takes np his line of march. It 
would seem, tlien, that the army should be formed in two divisions, 
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one to pursue the route to La Bahia, and the other that of Gor.zalcs 
'!'here ought to be a sufficient force left at La Bahia to make a firm 
defence at that place, and all possible means used for that purpose. 

Gonzales being, in my opinion, the most important interior key to 
Texas (proper), should also be placed in a condition for defence, 
with a force of from one to two hundred placed there, under a firm 
and p!'ndent commander, who will at once establish discipline and or
ganization; ancl, using the greatest vigilance, retaining a fc_w hor~cs 
to keep out scouts. This, it seems to me, must be a rallymg-pomt 
for Texas. . . . . . Your friend, 

SAM IlOUSTON. 

No. 2 , 

To tlie President and Members of the General Council of Texas. 

IlEADQl/ARTEM, S.,~ FELlP£ DE .Ai;sn:-, JJece111bcr 4, 1835. 

GENTLEMEN: I have the honor very respcctfolly to cn.11 your at
tention to the first article of the organic law of 'l'cxas, which pro
vides for a military force for the defeuce of 'fexas, to wit: "There 
shall be a regular army for the protection of 'fexas dul'ing the pl'CS· 
ent war." The provisional government will at once perceive the 
impracticability of my discharging the duties devolving upon me, as 
the commander-in-chief of the army, until the officers of the several 
corps of the army are appointed, the bounty of the men established, 
and the volunteers placed on such footing as will inspire them with 
confidence in the cause of Texas. 

I deem it of importance to the existence of the pro,·isionnl gov
ernment, as well as to the cause of Texas, that an immediate organi
zation of the army shonlJ take place. Some time since, I ha.cl the 
hono1· to address the governor of Texas on the subject of a procla
mation, which may be of importance to our internal as well as our 
auxiliary relations. 

So soon as the army is organizctl by the council, I will delay no 
time in raising an army, and meet the enemy on the earliest clay 
possible. Munitions of war, with provisions and supplies for the 
army to be organized, are not yet contracted for ..... 

With great respect, I have the honor to be 
Your obedient servant, 

SA!II HOUSTON, 

Commander-in-Cltief ef tltc Forct's of Texas. 
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No. 3, 

To Mr. Thomas Hughes. 
HEADQUARTER!!, SAN FELIPE DE Ausn.'I, December 4, 1835. 

Sm: ... By the £rst of March next, or earlier if possible, I 
would, in behalf of the provisional govemment of Texas, be µappy 
to accept the services of at least three thousand five hundred volun
teers for duriug the war, or even for a less period. 

SAM lIOUSTON, 

Comma1ider-in- Chief, ~c. 

No. 4. 

To the Public. 

S.,N F1mr11 DE Acsns, December 5, 1835. 

I REGRET to learn that a report is on the road between this place 
and Nacogdoches, to tho effect that there is no need of troops in the 
army at this time. Troops are ancl will be wanted at San Antonio, 
and on tl1e frontiers, until the army can be filled, so as to open the 
campaign at tho earliest day possible ..... . 

I hope San Antonio is already taken. If so, volw1teers will be 
needed to keep it ; as also to strengthen La Bahia. It will be well 
for the men to bring clothing with them. 

It was also reported that provisions were not plenty in camp. 
This may have been true; but there are lnrge quantities in the 
vicinity of San Antonio, of which our army has the conh'ol. 

SA!lt HOUS'l'ON. 

No.~. 

To His Excellency Henry Smith, Governor of Texas. 

Sm : I have the honor respectfully to call your attention to the 
subject of a speedy organization of the regular army. The organic 
law has proYided for the immediate raising of such force, ancl th_e 
general council 1111s said what corps shall compose the same. It 1s 

required of me to raise the regular army without delay. I feel tho 
responsibility of my situation, at a time when every effort should be 
exerted and means useil to accomplish an object so necessary to the 
defence, and, I apprel1end, the salvation of Texas. I must remain 
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under the c01n-iction, however; that all essential power to meet the 
requisitions of the organic law is withheld from me. 

It is true the officers of the infantry regiment have been appointed 
by the general COlmcil, but the field-officers proper to command and 

• superintend the several recruiting-stations have not been appointed. 
The regiment of artillery, so nece~sary for the defonce of our sea

coast, as well as for fiekl-service, lrns no basis on wliich it can be 
raised. No officers are appointed, and it will bo impossible for me 
ever to enlist the rank and file until that is done. An army never 
has been raised for regular ser\'ice until the officers have beeu ap
pointed. 'l'he regiments of the United States army were all com
pletely ofiicE're<l before n man was enlisted in the ranks. It can not 
be objected that merit will be forestalled by filling the seve1tal. corps 
at this time. It mui;t have been contemplated by the frnmerti of the 
organic law that the army would be immediately organized out of 
the materials then in Texas. 

Unless the officers are appointed at an eal'ly day, it will be impos
sible to have an army at the opening of the campaign-which, in 
my opiuion, can not be delayed, with safety to the co1~ntry, longer 
than the 20th of February, or 1st of :March, at farthe~t. 

If only a portion of the officers should be appointed, I appre
hend tlie organization of the army will be incomplete, and the 
intention of the law unanswered. The necessities of the coun
try seem to require a. complete organization. We must have an 
army, or abandon all hope of defending the co1mtry. The letters 
from Santa Auna and the functionaries of the central govemment, 
recently intercepted, are calculated to arouse eYery generous heart 
in Texas to active antl obstinate resistance. Au army of the enemy, 
amounting to ten tl1ousand men, with suitable munitions of war, must 
be met arnl vanquitihed, or Texas will Le overwhel111ed for yoars to 
come. Union and confidence among ourselves, and a generous sup
port of the army, will achieve everything that is desirable to free
men. Until a full complement of otlicers is appointed for the regu
lar army, it is impossible that one can be raisecl. 

I take pleasure in assuring your excellency tliat I will at all time~ 
bold mpelf accountable for the means placed at my disposal for the 
def<'nces of the country, and the result of our cause. Rut it must 
be obvious to all that in tl10 same ratio in "hich tue nece~sary ancl 
proper means are withl1eld from me, so must my responsibility be 
diminished. 

VoL. Il.-29 
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Permit me to implore you most earnestly to give your attention 
to the subjects l1crein very respectfully submitted. 

I have the honor to be your obedient servant, 
SAM HouisTON. 

No. 6. 

Proclamation of Sam Iloui;IO!l, Commander-in.-Cltief of the 
Arm!/ of Texas. 

Ilr.u>QtoART' , "'A•1u- oTQ,, TaA<;, IJe ,11,,-r 12, JS36. 

Cn,zRNS OF TRXA~: Your situation is peculiarly calculated to 
call forth all your manly energies. Under the republican constitu
tion of :\foxico, you W<'l'C invited to 'l'exas, then a wilclerness. You 
have reclaiml•cl and rcn<ll•retl it a cultivat<.'cl country. You solemnly 
~w~re to i;upport the constitution and its laws, Your oath, arc yet 
mv1olntc. 111 accordnnce therewith you have fought with the Jibcr
:tls ngninst those who sought to overthrow the constitution in 1832, 
when the pre cnt usurper wns the champion of libernl principles in 
)Iexico. Your obedience has manifrstecl your integrity. Yon have 
witnesFecl witl1 pain the convulsions of tho int<.'rior, and a snccession 
of usurpations. Yon have <'Xp<>ri<>ncecl in silent grief, tho expulsion 
of your members elect from th<• state Congress. 

Yun 1111,·e realize.) the horrors of a11archy and tho dictntion of 
rnililary rnl<.'. Tho promises mncle to you have not hecn fulfilled 
Your memorials for the redress of grievances have been disregnrded; 
ancl the agents yon ha,e sent to )lcxico have been impris,,111ed for 
yearb, without enjoying tho rights of trial agreeably to law. Your 
constitutional executive has hcen <lcposcrl by the bayonets of a 
mercenary ~ohlicry, while your Congn•,s has heen dissolved by vio
lence, nnd its memhers, eilher fled, or were arrested hy the militnry 
force of the cc,nntry. 'l'he fl•cl<.'ration has been dissolvecl, the consti
tution declared at an on<l, auil centralism hns been ci;tnblished. Amid 
all these trying vicissitudes, yon remained loyal to the duty of citi
zens," ith a hope that liberty woul<l not perish in the r<'public of ~lei:
ieo. But while you w<•re fonclly chriishing this hope, the dictator 
required the sur~enrler of tl1e arms of the ch·ie militia, that he might 
be enable,l to c~tablish on the ruins of the con~titntion, a system of 
policy "hich woul,l for ever enslave the people of Mexico. Zaca
tecas, unwilling to yiel«l her sovereignty to the demand which stmck 
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at the root of nil liberty, refusecl to disarm her citizens of thC'ir pri
vate arms. 111-fatccl state ! lier power, as well ns her wealth 
aroused the amhition of Santa Anna, and excited his cupidity. Her 
citizens became the firot victims of his cmclty, while her wealth was 
.acrificcd in payment for the butchery of her citizens. 'l'he success 
of the usurper <letcrmin~d him in exacting from tho people of Texas 
submission to the centrnl form of govemment; and, to enfon·e his 
plan of de~potism, he despatched a military force to invacle the col
onies, and exact tho arms of the inhabitants. 'l'ho citizens refused 
the dcmnnd, and the invading force was incrcas<.'d. Tho question 
then was, "Shall we resist the oppression and live fre<', or ,·iolate 
our oath8, and bear a despot's stiipes 1" The citizens of Texas ral
lied to tho defence of tl1eir rights. They have met four to one, and, 
by their chivalry and courage, have vnnqujshcd the enemy with a 
gallnntry nntl spirit which is characteristic of the justice of our cause. 

The nrmy of the people is now before Bexar, besieging the cen
tral army within its wall. 'l'hough callccl togt•ther at the moment, 
the citizens of Texas, unprovided as they were in the noce sary 
munitions of war and supplies for an army, have mnintai11ed a siego 
for months. Always patieut and untiring in their patriotism and 
zeal iu the cause of liberty, they have borne e,·cry vicissitude of sea
son nnd every incident of the soldier, with a contempt of peril which 
reflects immortal honor on the members of the anny of the people. 

Since our army has been in the fielcl, a consultation of the people, 
by their re11rescntativefi, has met, and established a provisional gov
ernment. 'l'his course has grown out of tho emergencies of the 
country; the army has claimed its peculiar care. ·w c arc without 
law, and without a constitutional head. The provisional cx<>cutivo 
~nd the general council of Texas are earnestly engaged in tho dis
charge of their respective duties, preparing for every exigency of t)J(' 
country; and I am 1mti~liecl, from their zeal, nhility. and patriotism, 
that Texas will have everythiug to hope, from their exertions in 
behalf of tho principles which we have avowed. 

A regular army has been created, and liberal encourngement has 
been given by tho government. To all who will culi.st for two 
years, or during the wnr, a bounty of twenty-four dollars and eight 
hun,lred acres of land will be gh·cn. Provi~ion has also b<>en made 
for raising nu auxiliary volunteer corps, to constituto pnrt or the 
11rmy of 'l'exas, which will be placed under the commnntl, and ~ub
ject to the orders of the commnnder-in-ehief. The field for promo-
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tion will be open. The terms of service will be various. To those 
wl10 tende1: thPir services for, or during tl1e war, will he given a 
bom~ty of s1:x: lmndred ancl forty acres of Janel; an eq_ual bounty will 
be gffen to those who Yolunteer their services for two years; if for 
one year, a bounty of three hundred and twenty ncres; and to 
tl1ose who may volunteer for a shorter period, no bountv of land will 
be given, hut the same liberal pay, rations, &c., wili be allowed 
th<>m as other members of the army. The rights of citizenship are 
e~t<>nded to all who will unite with us in defending the rnpublican 
prmciples of the constitution of 1824. 

Citizens of Texas, yonr rights must be defended. The oppres
sors must be driven from our soil. Submission to the Jaws and 
union among onrselves will render us invincible; subordination and 
disripline in onr army will guaranty to us victory aud renown. Our 
invader has sworn to exterminate us, or sweep us from the soil of 
'Texas. He is dgilant in his work of oppression, and has ordered 
to 1'exas ten thousand men to enforce the unhallowecl purposes of 
his ambition. Ilis letters to l1is subalterns in Texas ha,e been in
~ercepted, ancl his plans for our destruction are disclosed. Depart
mg from the chivalric priuciples of ciYi.lized warfare, be has ordered 
arms to be distributed to a portion of our po1mlation, for the purpose 
of creating in the midst of \lS a serrile war. The hopes of the 
usurper were inspired by a belief that the citizens of Texas were 
disunited and divided in opinion; that alone has been the cause of 
the present iiwasion of our rights. He shall rnalize the fallacy or 
his hopes, in the union of her citizens, and their ETEHNAL RESIST

A 'lei-.: to his plans against constitutional liberty. We will enjoy our 
birthright, or perisli in it"' defence. 

The services of five thousand volunteers will be accepted. By 
the first of March next, we must meet the enemy with an army 
worthy of onr cause, and wliieh will reflect honor upon freemen. 
Our habitations must be clefendecl ; the sanctity of our hearths an<l 
ti~e~ides must be preserYed from pollution. Liberal Mexicans will 
unite with us. Our cotmtryme11 in the fielil have presented an ex
ample worthy of imitation. Generous and brave hearts from a land 
of ~reedom_ have joined our standard before Bexar. 'They have. hy 
theu· hero1ijm and valor, called forth the admiration of their com
rades in arms, and have reflected additional honor on the land of 
their birth. Let the brave rally to our stanilard. 

SAM HOUSTON, Commandcr-in-Cltief of (he Army. 
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No. '2'. 

To Governor Henry Smith. 

l.lE,DQnllTEP~-, SA:. FELIPE DE At:~ns, December 17, 1835. 

SIR : On yesterday I had the honor to receive your orclcr, clirect
ing the establishment of the headq_narters of the army at W asl1ing
ton. It will give me pleasure to obey the oriler at the earliest 

possible moment. 
In the meantime, I do most earnestly solicit the. attentiou of your 

excellency to the subject of an appropriation to co\'er the recrniting 
contingencies of the army. And l wonlcl beg leave to Huggest the 
necessity of establishing a system of accountability in all its disbur
sing departments; requiring ample security of all the officers, who 
may be intrnsted with funds, agreeably to the system established 
in tlie United States, if the provisions of the organic law are not 
sufficient. 

More than a month has now elapsed since the adjournment of the 
consultatiou, and the anny it; not yet organized ; and, though I have 
onlcred some officers on the recruiting service, it has been on my 
own responsibility. 

It is extremely painful to me to feel what I am compellecl to ex
perience, and believe to exi0t. I have never failed to render any 
information, wheu callecl on by the chairman of the military com
mittee, and to furni0h such books as he witiheil. for his instruction. 
Yet, I am constrained to believe that he has interpo~ed e\·ery possi
ble obstacle to the organization of the army; ancl, so far as I am 
identified with it, to delay the placing of Texas in a proper state of 
defence. 

To arrive at this conclubion, it is only neces~ary to ailvert to a 
report which he made on the subject of tl1e speedy organization of 
tl1e army. In the report, he took the liberty (though entirely un
necessary) of using remarks of a personal cha.meter toward myself. 
The honorable the general council il.eemetl them so indecorous that 
they were stricken out of the report. To account for this course on 
tl1e part of the chairman is not 11ecessary. 

I am careless of whatever inclividual feelings may be entertained 
townrcl me: but as a functionary of the government, placed in the 
most responsible situation, and so necessary to the salvation of the 
country, I am constrained to invoke aud to hope for the necessary 

.. 
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co-operat.iou in discharge of the duties wl1ich I owe to the country 
and its laws. I am ready to make any and every sacrifice which 
my relations to the country may require of me. 

This communication is induced by no other feeling than a sincere 
desire to point out the difficulties which are thrown in the way of 
all my exertions to promote the cause of the country; and, at the 
same time, to vindicate myself against the charge of neglect of duty, 
or any want of tho most devoted zeal in behalf of Texas. 

I have the honor to be, with great consideration, 
Your obedient servant, 

No. 8 . 

SAM IlousToN, 

Commandl'r-in-Cliief, 4'c. 

To Colonel James Bowie. 

(Army Ol'ders.] IlEADQUAa1:1,;R.9, SAN E'ELll'E, December 17, 1835. 

Srn : In obedience to the order of his excellency Ilenry Smith, 
governor of Texas, of this date, I l1ave the honor to direct that, in 
the event you can obtain the services or a sufficient number or men 
for the purpose, yon will forthwith proceed on the route to Matamo
ras, and, if possible, reduce the place aud retain possession until fur
ther orders. Should you not find it. within your power to attain an 
object so deijirable as the reduction of Matamoras, you will, by all 
possible means, conformably to the 1itles of civilized wrufare, annoy 
the troops of the central army ; and reduce and keep possession or 
the most eligible position on the frontier, using the precaution which 
characterizes your mode of warfare. You will conduct the cam
paign. Mocu is referred to your di~cretion. Should you commence 
the campaign, you will, from time to time, keep the government 
advised of your operations, through the commander-in-chief of the 
army. Under any circumstances, the port of Copano is important. 

If auy officers or men, who have, at any time, been released on 
parole, should be taken in arms, they will be proper subjects for the 
consideration of a court-martial. Great caution is necessary in the 
country of an enemy. 

SAM IlOUSTON, 

Commander-in-Cltief. 
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No. 9 . 

To Governor Smith. 
Hi:.\DQUAllTERS, W AS11INGTOll, J>erember 26, 1835. 

To Youn Exom,LENCY: I have the honor of reporting my arri
val here on yesterday, and my finding here Captain "\~yatt, with a 
company or detachment, consisting of less than fifty-s'.x meu, from 
Huntsville, Alabama; also Captain King, with about eighteen men, 
from Paducah, Kentucky, with rifles-Captain Wyatt having fifty 
first-rate United States muskets. Under the restrictions of the law, 
I find my~elf under the most painful difficulties in accepting the ser
vices of these volunteers. I will do the best I can for the country, 
wliile I render justice to them. I found in the rfluks great discon
tent, and a disposition to abandon our cause. To-day I have spent 
much time in explaining all matters to them. I hope they ru:e sat-

isfied. . . . . . . 
To-day there has been an arrival in six days from San Antomo, 

which reports all quiet, but no discipline. Ere this_ I hope my order 
has reached them, and will liave a proper effect with the command. 
It is said that Bowie will be here to-morrow. Should he come to 
San Felipe, I hope your excellency will be kind enough to order 
him to this point, as I can furnish him with a copy of the order 
which I forwarded to him by yonr excellency's order. 

I have the honor, &c., 
S1.i11 HOUSTON, Commander, ~c. 

.No. :io. 

To Colonel Powers. 
WA~m~GTO~, Ti:~,~. Dccemb,r 2g, 1835. 

DEAR COLONEL: Colonel Wyatt, with two detachments of aux
iliary volunteers, is on his way to the vicinity of Copano, for the 
pw·poso of iirotecting that point, so essential :o the pres~nt l~ostur_e 
of our affairs. I hope that you will affonl ]um all possible mtclb-
gence, and render to him all necessary aid. . . 
..... Colonel Wyatt will relieYe Captam .A.lien, who will re

pair to New Orleans, and return by the first of March. Say to our 
friends that, by the rise of grass, we will be on the march. • • • • 

S.UI HOUSTON. 
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No. II. 

To Governor Henry Sm,itlt. 

JfoADQUAJ\TEru;, W .AsllL'IGTOi<, December 30, 1835. 

Sm : I have the honor to enclose to you a muster-roll of Captain 
P. S. ·wyatt, and one also from Captain King. Both the company 
and detachment are under the command and subject to the orders 
of Captain Wyatt. I have had much difficulty in getting them to 
volunteer for any definite period. But the 01·clinance left a discre
tion with me to accept their services for such time as T "might think 
the good of tho ~ervice required." I did ihink it nece~sary to spe
cify some certain time, and that time, I conceived, ought not to be 
less than three ,mo1iths; if so, it would Lo bunlensome to the coun
try, without any corresponding benefit. I think they will eventu
ally all volunteer for during tho war. They are all on tho march 
for Copano, where I design they shall he stationed until further or
ders. To-day I sent despatches to Velasco and Jifatagorda, with 
orders to Lieutenaut Eaton to act as assistant quartermaster-general, 
to furnish supplies to all troops landing on the gulf, on their way to 
Copano. I have l1ercwith enclosed to your excellency a copy of 
the order, having sent a special order to Lieutenant Eaton of prior 
date. 

I beg leave to remark that, by the time I can hold an Indian 
talk, and arrange matters for safety in the rear of the army, and 
return to this point, and spend a few days here, leaving a capable 
officer in command at this place, as also at other points, I will be 
ready, should there be the slightest necessity for my presence at 
Copano or on the frontier, to repair instantly to the point where I 
may be needed. 

In the meantime, I pray that your excellency will not permit the 
suggestions of those wl10 neither know nor can appreciate my duties 
(or the necessity of my occupying, until the campaign opens, a cen
tral position), to induce your excellency to believe that I can be 
necessary, and ought to be, where a subordinate can disc11arge every 
cluty. 

You may t·dy on it that a subaltern, whom I would leave in com
mand at this point, woulrl h:n-e more important duties devolving 
upon him than those which would be confhlc,1, at nn outpost, to the 
major-genernl; while the general and the governor would be held 
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responsible to the country for any and every failure or delinquency 
which might occur to tho detriment of the army, or the defence of 
the country. 

I have the honor, &c., SA \l IlOUSTON. 

P. S.-From news received to-day from the mouth of tho Brasos 
(unofficial), I will be ready, on my return from the treaty, to_ set out 
with the staff of the army (with yonr excellency's order), m tliree 
days, for Copano, or Matamoras. 

1\'o. 12. 

To Governor Henry Smith. 
IlEA~QUARTEJlS, W.1,nr.-0To>11 Jan11ary 6, 1836. 

Sm : I have the honor to enclose to your excellency the report 
of Lieutenant-Colonel J.C. Reill, of the artillery; and most respect
fully request that you will render to _the cause _of Texas _and lm
manity the justice of bestowing upon 1t your. s~rious attention, a~d 
refcrrin"' it to the general council of the prov1s10nal government, m 
secret 8:ssion. These, I may be permitted to hope, you will attend 
in person, that all the essential functionaries of the government may 
c1eliberatc, and adopt some course that will redeem onr country from 
a state of deplorable anarchy. Mauly and bold decision alone can 
save us from rnin. I only requirn orders, and they shall be obeyed. 
If the rrovernment uow yields to tho unholy Jictation of gpcculators 
and m:i·amlers upon human rights, it were better that we hail yielded 
to the despotism of a single man, whose ambition might hnve been 
sati.efi,l'Cl by our unconditional submissio1: to his anth~11ty, and a pro
nouncement, for which we were asked, m favor of bis power. 

In the present instance, the people of 'l'exas have not eycn been 
consulted. The brave men who l1arn been wounded in the battles 
of Texas, and the sick from exposure in her cause, without blankets 
or supplies, arc left neglected in her hospitals; while the ~1e.edfnl 
stores and supplies are diverted from them, without authonty ahd 
by self-created officers, who· do not acknowledge tho only govem
ment known to Texas and the world. 

Within thirty hours I shall set out for tl1e army, ~nd repair there 
with all possible despatch. I pray tliat a confidential express may 
meet me at Go11ad; and, if I shall hava left, that it may pursue me 
wherever I may be. 

., 
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No language can express my anguish of soul. Oh, save om poor 
country !-send supplies to the wounded, tho sick, tlic naked, and 
the lnmgry, for God's sake I What will the world think of the au
thorities of Texas 1 Prompt, decided, and l1onest independence, is 
all that can save them, and redeem our country .. I do not fear-I 
will do my duty. 

I have the honor, &c., 
SAllt HOUSTON. 

No. 13. 

To Captain Cook, of the San Antonio Grays. 
HE.\DQIJARTt:n.~, G OLIAD, Janu<rr!J 17, 1836. 

Sm : I have the pleasure to acknowledge the tender of your ser
vices, and those of your company, to Texns, for tl1e term of three 
months. The same are accepted, in behalf of 'l'exas, with pleasure, 
for the term of three months. . 

I have the honor, &c., 
SAM IlouSTON. 

No. 1'1, 

To Governor Henry Smith . 
Ih:.rnQUARTERs, GouAD, January 1'7, 1836. 

Sm: I haYe the honor to sencl, for your information, 1110 enclosed 
from Lieutenant-Colonel J. C. Neill, under date of the 14th instant. 
Colonel Bowie will leave l1ere in a few hours for Bexar, with a de
tachment of from twenty to fifty men. Captain Patton's company, 
it is believed, is now there. I have ordered the fortifications in 
the town of Bexar to be demolished ; and, if you should think well 
of it, I will remoYe all tl1e cannon and other munitions of war to 
Gonzales and Copano, blow up the Alamo, and abandon the place, 
as'it will be impossible to keep up the station with the volunteers. 
The sooner I can bo so authorized, tlie better it will be for the 
country. Iu an hom· I will take up the liue of march for Ilefngio 
mission, with a force of about two lnmclred and nine effective men, 
where I will await order~ from your excellency. I do not believe 
that the army, of such a sm11ll force, sl1ould advance upon 11.fotamo
ras, with a hope or belief that the Mexicans will co-operate with us. 
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I have no confidence in tl1em : the disaster at Tampico should teach 
us a lesson to be noted in our future operations. 

I have leamed that Colonel Gonzales is somewhere on the Nueces 
with one hundred and seventy men, but accounts vary as to their 
actual 11umber. I am told they are to co-operate in tl1e eastern 

confederacy. 
I will leave Captain Wyatt in command at this post, until I can 

relieve him with thirty-five regulars now at Refugio. I prny your 
excellency to cause all the regtilars now enlisted to be formed into 
companies, and marched to headquartera. It will be impossible to 
keep up garrisons with volunteers. Do forward the regulars. Cap
tain Smith had been relieved, and I met him on his way home. To
day, Captain Patton will 1·eturn to the Lavaca country, and bring 
on a company as soon as possible. I have sent to Captnin Dimit 
to raise one hundred or more men, and march to Bexar forthwith
if it should be invested; if not, to repair to headq.narters with his 
command. Captain Patton will ru> likewise. I would my;;elf have 
marched with a force to Bexar, but the Matamoras fever rages so 
high, that I must see Colonel Ward's men. You can Lave 110 idea 
of tLo difficullies I ha'l'o encountered. Patton has told you of the 
men that make the trouble. Better materials never were in ranks. 
The goverument and all its officers had been misreprosentetl to the 

army. 
I pray you send me copies of .Austin's letters, or rather extracts. 

If the council are in session, I do wish they would say something 
about the confederacy. Please send me frequent expresses, and 
advise me of your pleasurn. 

I haYe the honor, &c., 
SA!lt HOUSTON. 

No. 1~. 

To Major R . C. 1Worris. 
lf>:.\DQVA.RTEIIB, Ri:nrato, Ja11uar,v 20, 1836. 

GENERAL HOUSTON will be happy to see 1ifojor R. C. Morris, at 
Captain W estover's, whenever it will snit l1is convenience, as he 
wishe~ to make some communications, through him, to the volun

teers at th is post. 
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No. IG. 

To Governor Henry Smith. 

~[t!:<lCIPALlTY OF WA,mN01'0", ,Jam,ar!f 30, 1836. 

SIR: I have t11e l1onor to report to you tliat, in obedience to your 
order under date of l11e 6th inst., I left Washington on tl1e 8th, and 
reached Goliad on the night of tl1e 14th. On the morning of that 
day I met Captain Dimit, on his return home with his command, 
who 1·eportetl to me the fact tl1nt liis cabullada of l10rses (the most 
of them private property) had been pressed by Dr. Grant, who 
stylecl l1im~elf acting commamler-in-chief of the federal army, and 
that he hatl uncler his commnml nbout two l1undred men. Captain 
Dimit hau been relieved liy Captain P. S. Wyatt, of the voltmteers, 
from Huntsville, Alabama. I wati also informed by ::\Iajor R. C. 
Mon-is that hrearlstuff was wanted in camp; and be suggested l1is 
wish to remove the volunteers fartJ10r west. By express, I hau ad
vised the stay of the troops at Goliad until I could reach that point. 

On my arrival at that post, I fouud them destitute of many sup
plies uecessary to their comfort on a campaign. ..:.\n express reached 
me from Lieutenant-Colonel Neill, of Bexar, of an expt>rted attack 
from the enemy in force. I immediately 1·eqnested Colonel James 
Bowie to march with a clet11cl1ment of volunteers to his relief. He 
met the request with his usual promptitude and manliness. This 
intelligence I forwarclecl to your excellency, for the action of gov
ernment. ·with a hope that su11plies had or would immmliately 
reach the port of Copano, I ordered the troops, throngh Major R. C. 
Morris, to proceed to Refugio mi!;sion, where it was reported there 
would be au abuu<lauce of beef-leaving Captain Wyatt and his 
command, for the p1·esent, in possession of Goliad, or until be could 
be relieved by a detachment of 1·egulars under the command of 
Lieutenant Thornton, ancl some recruits that had been enlisted by 
Captain Ira Westover. On the arrival of the troop~ at Refngio, I 
ascertained that 110 brendstuffs could be obtained, nor was there :my 
intelligence of supplies reaching Co1Jano, agreeably to my expecta
tions, ancl in accordance with my orders of the 30th of December 
and 6th of January inst. directing the landing :md concentrnting all 
the volunteers at Copano. I had also advisecl Colonel A. lluston, 
the quartermaster-general, to forward the supplies he might obtain 
at New Orleans to the same point. Not meeting the command of 
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Major Ward, as I l1ad hoped' from the early advice I had sent l1im 
by l\Iajor George ·w. Poe, I cletermiued to await ~is arrival and the 
comm an cl of Captain Wyatt. With a view to be m a state of readi
ness to march to the scene of active operations at the :first moment 
that my force, am1 the supplies necessary, could reach me, I oruereil 
Lieutenant Thornton with his command (total twenty-nine) to Goliad, 
to relieve Captain Wyatt; at the same time ordering the latter to 
join the volunteers at Refugio. I found much difficulty in prevail
ing on the regulars to march until they had received eitlrnr money 
or clothing; and their situation was truly destitute. llnu I not suc
ceeded, the station at Goli::ul must lia\'e been left without nny de
fence, and aba.ndonecl to the enemy, whateYcr importance its occu
pation may be to the security of the frontier. Should Bex~r remain 
a military post, Goliad must l.>o maintained, or the former will be cut 
oft' from all supplies arriving by sea at the port of Copano. 

Ou the evening of the 20tli, F. W. John~on, Esq., arrived at Re
fugio, and it was understood tl,at lie was empowered, by t11e general 
council of Texas, to interfere in my command. On the 21st, and 
previous to receiving notice of his an-i"~·al, I is_sued an order to 
or"':mize the troops so soon as they ll1lght arnve at that place, 
ag~·eeably to the " ordiunuce for raising nn auxiliary corps" to ~he 
army. A copy of the order I l1ave the honor to e'.1close. hereWJth. 
:Ur. Jolmson then called on me, previ0\1S to the cll'cnlation of the 
order, and showed me the resolutions of the general council, elated 
14th of January, a copy of wl1ich I forward for the pernsal of your 

excellency. . . . 
So soon as I was made acquaintecl with the nature of his m1ss10~, 

and the powers granted to J. W. Fannin, jr., ~ could ~ot_ ~em111u 
mistaken as to the object of the council, or the wishes of mdmdu~ls. 
I had but one course left for me to pursue (the report of your bemg 
deposed had also reacl1ed me), which waR, to_ retur'.1, and report ~ny-. 
self to you in person-inasmuch as the obJccts mtend~tl by )Our 

order were, by the extraordinary conduct of the council, rendered 
useless to the country; aud, by remaining with the army, ~he co~n
cil would have had the pleasure of ascribing to 111e the evils winch 
their own com1uct and acts will, in all probability, produce. I do 
consider the acts of tl1e council calculated to protract tl'.e wnr f~r 
years to come; and the field which they have opene~ ~o 111subordi
uation, and to agencies without limit (unknown to m1htary usage), 
will cost the couutry more useless expenditure than the necessary 
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expense of the whole war would haYe:'bcen bad they not transceniled 
their proper duties. Without integrity of purpose, and well-devised 
measures, our whole frontier must be exposed to the enemy. All 
the available rcsomces of Texas are directed, through special as well 
as general agenries, against Matamoras; and must, in all proLability, 
prove as unavailing to tl1e interest as they will to the honor of Texas. 
The regulars at Goliad can not long be detain~d at that station, un
less tlJC•y should get supplies ; and now all tl1e resources of Texas 
are placed in tl1c hands of agents unknown to tl1e government in its 
formation, and existing by the mere will of the council; and will 
leave all other objects, necessary for the defence of the country, 
neglected, for the want of means, until the meeting of the convcn• 
tion in March next. 

It was my wish, if it hacl been possible, to avoid for the present 
tl1e cxprcti~ion of any opinion which might be suppressed in tlil' 
present crisis. But since I reported to your excellency, having had 
leisure to peruse all the documents of a controversial nature growing 
out of the relative duties of yourself and the general council to the 
people of 'l'cxas, a resolution of the council, requiring of me an act 
of insubordination aml disobedience to your orclers, clemands of me 
that I shoultl inquire into tl1e nature of that authority which would 
stimulate me to an act of treason, or an attempt to subvert the gov
ernment which I have sworn to support. The only constitution 
which 'rexas bas is the "organic law." 1'hen any violation of that 
law, wl1ich would destroy the basis of government, must be treason. 
Has treason been committed 1 if so, by whom, and for what pnr• 
pose? The history of the last few weeks will be the best answer 
that can be rendered. 

After the capitulation of Bexar, it was understood at headquarters 
that there was much cliscontent with the troops then at tliat point, 
and that it might be necessary to employ them in some active en
terprise, or the force would dissolve. With this information w:is 
suggested t}1e expediency of an attack on :Matamoras. For the pur
pose of improving whatever advantages might have been gained at 
Bexar, I applied to your excellency for orders, which I obtained, 
directing the adoption of snch measures as might be decmccl best for 
the protection of the frontier and the reduction of Matamoras. This 
order was dated 17th of December; and on tl1e same date I wrote 
to Colonel J amcs Bowie, directing ltim, in the e,·ent he could obtain 
a sufficient number of volunteers for the purpose, to make a descent 
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on :Matamoras; and, if l1is force would not justify that measure, he 
was directed to occupy the most adv:rncecl post, so as to check tl1e 
enemy, and by all means to place l1imself in a situation to command 
Oopauo. Colonel Bowie did not receive the order : having left Go
liad for Bexnr, he was not apprizecl of it until his arrival at San 
Felipe, about the first of January instant. 1Iy reason for ordering 
Oolouel Bowie on the service was, his familiar acquaintance with 
the country, as well as the nature of the population througQ which 
the troops must pass, as also their reAources; and to this I freely 
add that there is no man on whose forecast, prudence, and valor, I 
place a higher ei;timate than Colonel Bowie. . 

Previous to this time. the general council had adopted a resolution 
requiring the governor to direct the removal of the headqul\rters of 
the army, and I had been ordered to 11 :ishingtou, for their estab
lishment, until fw-tbcr orders. I had been detained, awaiting copies 
of the ordinances relative to the army. Their design was manifest, 
nor coul<l their objects be misappreheuclecl, though tl1e extent to 
which they were then carrying tl1em was not known. l\.Ics~rs. 
Hanks anil Clements were engaged in writing letters to individuals 
at Bexar, urging antl authorizing a campaign against Matamoras; 
anil, that their recommendation migl\t bear the stamp of authority, 
and mislead those who were unwilling to embark in au expedition 
not sanctioned by government, and lecl by private indivic1uals, they 
took the liberty of signing themselves memLers of the military com
mittee; thereby deceiving the volunteers, and assuming a _ch~racter 
which they could only use or employ in the g<'nr1·al connc1l, m p~o
posing business for the action of that body. The~· could not be 
altogether ignorant of the improp1iety of such c:nncln!'t, 1,ut doubt• 
less could easily find a solid justification in the Lnll:rn1 of their pa• 
triotism and the ore of their integrity. Be their 111<,tirn whatever 
it might, many brave and honorable men were delmlC'd by it, and 
the campaign was commcncecl Ul)Oll Matamoras, under Dr._ Grant, 
as" acting" commander-in-chief of the volunteer army-a_ ti~le an_d 
designation unknown to the world. But the general council, m their 
address to the people of Texas, datetl January 11th, state that "they 
never recognised in Dr. Grant any authority whatever as an officer 
of the government, or a1my, at the time." They will not, I pre
sume, cleny that tl1ey did acknowledge a clraft, or order, urawn by 
l1im, as acting commander-ht-cl1ief, amounting to seven lmndred and 
fifty dollars. Bnt this they will doubtless justify, on the ground 
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that your excellency commissioned Genernl Burleson, aucl, of course, 
the 11ppointment of Dr. Grant, as his aicle-cle-camp, woulcl autho1ize 
rum to act in the a.b~ence of Genernl Burleson. It is an established 
principle in all armies that a staff-officer can claim no command in 
the line of the army, nor exercise auy command in the absence of 
the genernl, tmless he holds a commission in the line. In the ab
sence of General Bm·leson, the senior colonel-or, in the absence 
of the, colonel, the major- or, in hi~ ab~euce, the senior captain
would have the command ; but in no event can the aide, 01· staff
officer, unless lie holds a commission in the line of the army, have 
any commall(1 ; and his existence must cease, unless be should be 
continuccl or reappointed by the ofl1cer of the line who succeeds to 
the command, in the absence of l1is superior. -when General Burle
son left tho army, his aid(I had 110 command, but tlie field-officer nel.."t 
in rank to l1imsclf. Then, who is Dr. Grant 1 Is he not a Scotch
man, who has resic1ccl in 1Iexico for the last ten years 1 does he 
not own large possessions in the interior 1 11:1s he ever taken the 
oath to support the organic law? is he not deeply interested in the 
hundred-league claims of land which hang like a murky clout! over 
the people of Texas? is he not tho man who impressed the property 
of the people of Bexar? is he not tl1e man who took from Bexar, 
without authority, or knowledge of tl1e government, cannon and 
other munitions of ·war, together with supplies necessary fo1· the 
troops a1. that station, leaving the wounded anc1 the sick destitute 
of needful comforts 1 Yet this is the man whose outrag1:s all(l op
pressions upon tl1e rights of tho people of Texas are sustained and 
justified by the acts and couduct of the general council ! 

Several members of that body are aware that the interests and 
feelings of Dr. Grant arc opposed to the indepemlence and trno in
terests of the 11cople of Texas. '\Vhilc every facility has been 
afforded to the meditated campaign against l\Iatnmoras, 110 aid has 
been rendered for raising a r~gular force for the defence of the 
country, nor one cent advanced to an officer or soldier of the regu
lar army, but every hinderance tlll'own in the way. The council 
had no right to project a campaign against any point or place. It 
was the province of the goYcrnor, by his proper officers, to do so. 
The conncil had the riglit of consenting or objecting, but not of pro
jecting. The means ought to be placed at the disposition of the 
governor; and if he, by himself, or his officers, failed in their appli
cation, while he would be l'esponsible for the success of tho armies 
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of Texas, he could be held responsible to the government, am1 pun
ishable: but what recourse has the country upon agents who have 
taken no oath, and given no bonds to comply with the powers 
granted by the council 1 

The organic law declares, in article third, that "the governor anu 
general council have power to organize, reduce, or increase, the rc-g
ular forces;" but it delegates no power to create a1my-agents, to 
supersede tho commanc1er-in-cbief, as will be seen by refcrenee to 
the second article of the "military" basis of that law. After de
claring that there shall be a regular army for the protection of Texas 
dming the present war, in the first article, it proceeds in the second 
to state the constituents of that army : 11 'l'he regular army of Texas 
shall consist of one major-general, wl10 shall be commander-in-chief 
of all the forces called into public service dnring the war." This, it 
will be remembered, is a law from which the council derive their 
powers; anc1, of course, all troops in service siuce tl1c adoption of 
this law, ancl all that have been accepted, or to be accepted during 
my continuance in office, arn under my command. Consequently, 
the council could not create au agency that could assume any com
mand of troops, so as to supersede my powers, without a plain and 
palpable violation of their oaths. New names given could not 
change the nature of their obligations : they had violated the II or

gauie law." 
I will now advert to an ordinance of their own body, entitled "an 

ordinance and decree to organize ancl establish an auxiliary volun
teer corps of the army of Texas," &c., passed December 5, 1835. 
'l'he ordinance throughout recognises the competency of the gov
ernor and commander-in-chief as the only persons authorized to ac
cept the services of the volunteers, and makes it their especial duty 
to do so. It also gives the discretion to the commanuer-in-cbief to 
accept the services of the volunteers for such te1·m as "he shall 
think the de-fence of the country and the good of the sen·icc re
quire.'' It is specified that muster-rolls shall accompany the reports 
of voluntce1·s, ant1, when reported by the commander-in-chief to the 
governor, tl1at commissions shall issue accordingly. Where elec
tions take place in the volunteer corps, the ordinance declares that 
they shall be certified to tl1c commander-in-chief, and by him for
warded to the governor. The third section of tho law decla1·es that 
when controversies arise in relation to the rank of officers of the 
same grnde, they shall be determined "by drawing numbers, which 

YoL. ll.-30 
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sha_ll be done by order of th;i commander-in-chief of the army.·, 
This law was enacted by the general council, and they can not 
allege that any misconstruction could arise out of it; for it plainl 
points out the duties of the governor and commander-in -chief, as d! 
fined by themselves. Yet, without the repeal of this law, they h:we 
1woceeded to appoint agents to exercise the very powers declared 
by them to belong to the governor and commander-in-chief! 'This 
they have done, under the impression that a cliange ef names would 
enable them to put down the governor and the commander-in-chrcf, 
11ot subject to them for their places, but created by the consultation, 
and both of whom are as independent of the council as the council 
is of them-tlie commander-in-chief being subject to tho organic 
law, and all laws conformable thereto, under the orde1·s of the gov
ernor. I have obeyed tl1e orders of your excellency as promptly 
as they liave met my knowledge; and had not tho council, by acts 
ns outrngeous to my feelings as they arc manifestly against law, 
adopted a course that must destroy all l1opes of an army, I should 
yet have been on the frontier, and, by all possible means, I would 
at least have sought to place it in a state of defence. 

It now becomes my duty to advert to the subject of the powers 
granted by the general council to J. W. Fannin, jr., on the 7th of 
Ja.miaq, 1836; and at a time when two members of the military 
committee, and other membel's of the council, were advised that I 
had received orders from your excellency to repair forthwith to the 
frontier of Texas, and to concentrate the troops for the very purpose 
avowed in tl1c resolutions refencd to. The powers are as clearly 
illegal as they were unnecessary. By reference to the resolutions, 
it will bo perceived that the powers given to J. W. Fannin, jr., are 
as comprehensive in their natme, and as much at variance with the 
organic law and the decrees of tl1e general council, as the decrees 
of the general Congress of Mexico are at variance with the federal 
constitution of 1824, and really delegate to J. W. Fannin, jr., as ex
tensive powers as those conferred by the Congress on General Santa 
Anna. Yet the cant is kept up, even by J. W. Faunin, jr., against 
the danger of a regular army; while he is exercising powers which 
he must be satisfied are in open violation of the organic law. J. W. 
Fannin, jr., is a. colonel in the regular army, and was sworn in 11nd 
received his commission on the very day that the resolntions were 
adopted by tho council. By his o:.th he was subject to the orders 
of the commande1·-in-chief, and, as a subaltern, could not, without 
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an act of mutiny, interfere with the general command of tl e forces 
of Texas; yet I find, in the "Telegraph" of the 9th inst., a procla
mation of his, dated on the 8th, addressed, "Attention, volunteers," 
and requiring them to rendezvous at San Palricio. No official char
acter is pretended by him, as his signature is private. This he did 
with a knowledge that I bad ordered the troops from the mouth of 
the Brasos to Copana, and liad repaired to that point to concentrate 
them. On the 10th inst., F. W. Johnson issned a similar proclama
tion, announcing Matamoras as the point of attack. 'l'hc powers of 
both these gentlemen were derived, if derived at all, from the gen
eral council, in opposition to the will of the governor; because cer
tain pnrposes wern to be answered, or the safety and harmony of 
'fexas should be destroyed. 

Colqnel l!'annin, in a letter addressed to tl1e general council, dated 
on the 21st of January, at Velasco, and to w bich he subscribes himself, 
"J. ~-_Fannin,_jr., a~ent _Provisional government," when speaking 
of anticipated c11fficnlt1es with the commander-in-chief, allays the fears 
of the council, by assuring them that, "I sl1all never make any my
se~f ;': and he then add£<, "The object in view will be the governing 
prmc1ple, and should General Ilouston be ready and willin"' to take 

' b 
command, ancl march direct ahead, and execute your orders, and the 
volunteers to submit to it, or a reasonable part of them, I shall not 
say nay, but will do all in my power to produce harmony." How 
was I to become acquainted with the orders of tl1e council 1 Was 
it thrnugh my subaltern? It must have been so uesio-ned-as the 
council have not, up to tl1e present moment, given :c any official 
notice of the orders to which Colonel Fannin refers. This modesty 
and subordination on his part, is truly commendable in a subaltern, 
an_d would imply that he had the right to "say nay." It he has 
tlus power, whence is it derived? Not from any law,-and con
trary to his sworn duty as my subaltern, whose duty is obedience to 
my_ lawful commands, agreeably to the rules and regulations of the 
Umted States army, adopted by the consultation of all Texas. If 
he acce~tcd any appointment incompatible with bis obligation as a 
c?l~'.1~1 m the regular army, it certainly increases his moral respon
s1bil1ties to an extent which is truly to be regretted. 

In another paragraph of his letter, states : "Yon will allow that 
we ha~-~ too much division, and one cause of complaint is this very 
expedition, ancl that it is intended to remove General Ilouston." 
lie then assures the council that no blame shall attach to him, but 
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mofit ~lutifnlly says to th<'m, " I will go w h<'re you have sent me, 
aml will do what yon have onl<'rcd me, if po~ ·ibl<'." The order of 
the council, as set forth in tho r<'~olntions :111pointing Colonel 1-'annin 
agent, and authorizing him to nppoint as many a"'<'nts as hr mi,.ht 
think proper, did most certainly pl:ice him above Oie governor ~id 
the c~mmauder-in-chief of the army-nor is he responsihle to tlie 
rounc1!, ~r tho people of 'l'exns. Ile is required to r<'port, hut he is 
not requ1rrd to obey the council. His powers nrc as unlimited ancl 
nb~olute as Cromwell'H ever were. I regard the expedition, ns now 
ordered, an inclividual, and not a nationnl meaFure. 'l'he resolution~ 
J>ns~ed in favor of J. W. Fnnnin, jr. ancl I•'. W. Johnson, and their 
proclamations, with its oiiginal start-Doctor Grant-ahsolve the> 
1·otmtr,> from all rc~poni:ibility for its con~cqucncc~. If I hnd any 
iloubt on the i.ul,ject, previous to hndng seen, at Goliad, a procl~
mation of J. '\V. l!'anuin, jr., sent by him to the volunteers, J could 
no longe'.· entC'rtain_ on<', as to the campaign, so far as certain per
~ons aro mtC'rC'stcd m forwarding it. After 11ppealing to tho volun
tee:~• he concluded with the assurnnco thnt "(hf' troops alt0uld l,e 
/1~1~ 011t ef the first ,tpoi/1 lakt-11 from the niemg." This, iu my 
op1111on, connectecl with the extraor<linnry powers grnntcd to him, 
\.y the council, divest!! the campaign of any chnracter save flint of 
a pirnticnl or predatory war. 

Tho people of 'l'cxas have declared to the world, that the wnr in 
which thry arc now engaged, is a war of J>rinciplc, in defence of 
their civil nnd political rights. What effect will tho declaration 
abo,:c r_e~e1Tcd to have on the civilized world, when they learn thnt 
the mdmdual who maclo it has since been clothC'd with nb~olute 
powers )>y tho general council of 'l'exas; nnd thnt, because you 
r<'fnseil to rntify their acts, they hm o declared you 110 longer the 
governor of Texas 1 It was stntecl by way of inducement tn 
tl~e n<lrnnco on Matamorns, that the citizens of that pl:tco were 
fnenclly to the advance of the troops of Texas upon that city. 
;1-'hey, ~10 doubt, ere this, hnvo J. \V. Fannin's proclnmntion (thougl1 
it was m mnnuscri1,t), nod if originnll) true, what \I ill now be thl'ir 
feelings toward men ,1 ho •· arc to lie 1•airl out of the first spoils taken 
from th<' enemy" 1 'l'hc icl<'a which must present itself to the ene
my, will be, if the city is takC'n it will be ~iYcn up to pillnge; anil 
when the spoils arc collected, n division will take pince. In wm, 
wl1cn spoil is the object, friends ancl enemies share one> commo11 
destiny. Thi'> rule will govern the citizens of latamoras in their 
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conchtbions, nnd render their resistance clespc,ate. .A. city contain
ing twelve thousand souls will not be tnken by a handful of men 
who have marched twenty-two days without bread-stuffs, or ncces
~ary supplies for an army. If thcro ever was a time when Mata
moras could lrnvc been taken by a few men, that time has pa~sed 
by. The people of that placo arc not awa1·e of the. high-minded and 
honorable men who fill the rnnks of the •.rcxnn army. They will 
look upon them as they would look upon )Iexicnn mcrcennrics, aml 
resist them as ~uch. 'fhey too will hear of the impre~smcnt of tho 
property of the citizens of Bexar, as repo1tcd toy.our excellency, by 
Licutc11a11t-Coloncl Neill, when Doctor Grant left that place for 
i\Iatnmoras, i1.1 commnncl of the Yolunteer army. 

If tho troops :uh·ance upon )Iatamoras, thC're ought to bo a co
opcrntion by sea, with the land forces, or all will be lost; and tho 
brave men who have come to toil with us in our marcl1es, and min
l;IC in our battles for liberty, will fall a sacrifice to the selfishness 
of some who lmve individual purposes to answer, and whose influ
ence with tl1e council has been such M to impose upon the honest 
Jmrt of its member:,; while those who were otherwise, nvailC'd them
~clves of every artifice\\ hlch they coultl devise, to shield themselves 
from 1letcction. 

The evil is now done, and I trust sincerely, that the first of March 
may establish a gov('rnment on some pennancnt foundation, where 
lione~t functionaries will regard arnl execute the known and cstab
lishccl laws of the country, agreeably to their oaths. If this state 
of things can not be achieved, the country must be lost. I feel, in 
the station which I hold, that every effort of the council has becu 
to mortify m<' individually, and, if possible to compel me to clo some 
act which would enable them to purbnC tho same measures toward 
me, which they have illegally done towarcl your excellency, aud 
thereby remove another obstacle to the accompli~hment of their 
plans. In their attempts to embarrass me, they were rcckl<'~s of all 
preju<lico which might result to the pnblic service from their lawless 
course. 

While tho council was passing resolutions affecting the nrmy of 
Texas, and transferring to J. W. Fannin, jr. and l!'. \V. Johnson tho 
whole control of tl1e army 1111d resources of Texas, they coulcl order 
them to be furnished with copies of the several rC'solutions pnssed 
by that body, but dicl not think pro1>er even to notify the major
gencrnl of the army of theu· ndo11tion; nor have they yet caused 
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him to be furnished with the acts of the council relative to ti T • . 1e anny. 
rue 1t 1s, _that they passed a resolution to that effect, but it never 

was complied with. Their object must have been to conceal, and 
not to_ promulgate the!r acts. " They have loved darkness rather 
than light, because theu· deeds arc evil." 

I do not consider tl1e council as a constitutional body, nor their 
acts lawful. They l1ave no quorum agreeably to the organic law, 
and tlierefore I am compelled to regard all their acts as void. 'l'he 
body has been composed of seventeen members, and I perceive that 
the act of "suspension," passed against your excellency, was by 
only ten members present; the president pro tem. having no vote. 
Only ten members remain, when less than twelve members could 
not fo1:m a quorum agreeably to the organic law, wl1ich required 
two thirds of the whole body. I am not prepared to violate either 
my duty o~· ~Y. oath, by_ y_iclding obedience to an act manifestly un
lawful, as it 1s, m my opm1on, prejudicial to the welfare of Texas. 

The lieutenant-governor, and se,·eral members of tl1e council I 
believe to be patriotic and jnst men ; but tliere have been, a~d 
when I left Sau Felipe there were, others i11 that body 011 whoso 
honesty and integrity the foregoing facts ,vill be the best commen
tary. They mast also abide the judgmeut of the people. 

I have the honor to be, your excellency's • 
Obedient servant, 

SAM HOUSTON, 

CommandlT-in-Ckiif of the Army. 

No. I't. 

Army Orders. 

CoNVEl'iTIOlf HALL, W ASIJINGTOlf, March 2, J 836. 

WAR is raging on tlie frontiers. Bexar is besieged by two thou
sand of the enemy, under the command of General Sesma. Reiu
forcemeuts are on their march to un.ite with the besieging army. • 
By tlie last report, our force in Bexar was only one hundred and 
nft! rn_en. ~he citizens of T exas must rally to the aid of our army, 
or it will pensl1. Let the citizens of the east march to the combat. 
The enemy must be driven from our soil, or desolation will accom
pany their march upo"t us. Independence is declared; it must be 
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maintained. Immediate action united with valor, can alone acl1ievo 
the great work. The services of all are forthwith required in the 
£eld. SA~I HousTON, 

Commander-in-Cl.ief of tl1e Army. 

P. S. It is rumored. that the. enemy are on their march to Gon
zales, and that they bs1,ve entered the colonies. Tho fate of Bexar 
is unknown. The country must and shall be defended. 'l'he patri
ots of Texas are appealed to in beliaif of tlieir bleeding country. 

No. IS. 

To Colonel J. W. Fannin, commanding at Goliad. 

IIEADQUART.&l!S, G o NZALl!S, JI arch 11, l 83G. 

Sm: Ou my arrival here tl1is afternoon, tl1e following intelligence 
was received. through a :Mexican, supposed to be friendly, though 
his account has been contradicted in some parts by another, who 
arrived with l1im. It is therefore only given to you as rumor, though 
I fear a melancholy portion of it will be found true. 

Anselmo Borgara states that he left the Alamo on Sunday, tl1e 
6th inst. ; and is three days from Arroche's ra11clt0: tl1at tho Alamo 
was attacked on Sunday morning at the dawn of day, by about two 
thousand three hundred men, and carried a short time before sun
rise, with a lo~s of five lnmclred and twenty-one l\Iexicans killed, 
ancl as many wounded. Colonel Travis had only one hundre_cl and 
fifty effective men out of his entire force of one hundred ancl e1ghty
seven. After the fort was carried, sel'cn men surrendered, and callocl 
for Santa Anna and for quarter. 'l'hey were murdei·erl by his orde1·. 
Colonel Bowie was sick in bed, and also murdered. The enemy 
expect a reinforcement of nfteeu hundred men under General C~n
delle, and a reserve of fifteen hundred. to follow them. . Ile also m
forms us that Ugartachea had arrived with two million~ of specie 
for payment of the troops. 'l'hc bodies of the Amencans were 
burnt after tl1e massacre. .Alternate layers of wood and botlies 
were laid together and set on fire. Lieutenant Dickinson, who had 
a wife and. child in the fort, afte1· having fought with desperate 
courage, tied his child to his back auc1 leaped from the top of a two 
story building. Both were killed by the fall. 

I have little doubt but that the Alamo has fallen - whether the 
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above particulars are all true may be questionable. You are there
fore referred to the enclosed order. 

I am, sir, &c., 

In corroboration of the truth of the fall of the Alamo, I have a~

certained that Colonel '.rrnvis intended firing signal guns at tl1rcc 
different periods each day until succor should arrive. No sig1,al 
g1111s liave been heard since Sunday, though a scouting party havo 
just returned who approached within twelve miles of it, and re
mained there forty-eight hours. 

No. 19. 

[ ORDER REFERRED TO AUOVE.] 

To Colonel J. W . Fannin, cormnanding at Goliad. 

lliADQUARTERS, GONZAt.ES, March 11, 1836. 

Srn : You will, as soon as practicable after the receipt of this 
order, fall back upon Guadalupe Victoria, with your command, and 
such artillery as can be brought with expedition. The remainder 
will be sunk in the river. You will take the necessary measures for 
the defence of Victoria, and forward one third the number of your 
effective men to this point, and remain in command until further 
orders. 

Every facility is to be afforded to women and children w]10 may 
be desirous of leaving that place. Previous to abandoning Goliad, 
you will take the necessary measures to blow up that fortress; and 
do so before leaving its vicinity. 'l'he immediate advance of the 
enemy may be confidently expected, as well as a rise of water. 
Prompt movements arc therefore highly important. 

SAM HOUSTON, 

Comrnandcr-in-Chiif ef the Army. 

No. 20. 

To Captain Philip Dimit. 

liEADQU.<RTER.", Tl:x.As, Afarcl, 12, 1836. 

S1R: You are ordered with your command to this place- bring 
all your disposable force-and, should there be any companies, or 
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troops, at Victoria, whose services are not indispensable to the 
present emergencies of that section of the. frontier'. you wi!l no~ify 
them that it is my order that they forthwith repair to this pomt. 
Colonel J. W. Fannin is ordered to fall back on Victoria, after blow
ing up La Bahia. You will send expresses to headquarters as 
often as practicable. 

I am, &c., SAM IlouSTON. 

No, 21. 

To James Collingsworth, O!tairman of the Military Committee. 

llEADQUABTERS, GONZALES, l,fa,·cl1 13, 1836. 

Sm : I have the honor to report to you my arrival at this place, 
on the 11th inst., at about four o'clock, P. M. I fotmd upward of 
three hundred men in camp, without organization, and who had ral
lied on the first impulse. Since then the force has increased to more 
than four hundred. I lrn.ve ordered their organization at ten o'clock 
this morning; and hope to complete it, and prepare to meet the 
enemy. 

The enclosed statement, which came here a few moments nfter 
my anival, has induced me to adopt a course very different from 
that which I intended before the information was received. 'l'he 
enclosed orc1cr to Colonel l!'annin will indicate to you my convic
tions, that, with our small, unorganized force, we can not maintain 
sieges i tL fol'tresses, in the country of the enemy. Troops pent up 
in forts are rendered useless; nor is it possible that we can ever 
maintain our cause by such policy. The want of supplies and men, 
will insure the success of our enemies. 

The conduct of our brave men in the Alamo was only et1ua1led 
by Spartan valor. 

I am informed tl1at Colonel Fannin ]1ad about seven hundred men 
under his command; and, at oue time, had taken np the line of 
march for the Alamo, but the breaking down of a wagon induced 
him to fall back, and abandon the idea of marching to the relief of 
our last hope in Bexar. Since then, he has wTitten letters here, in
dicating a design to march upon San Patricio, and also the occupa
tion of Copano. So that I am at a loss to know where my express 
will fincl him. From the Colorado I forwarded, by this place, an ex-
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press to him to meet me, with all his disposable force, on the west side 
of the Cibolo, with a view to relieve Bexar. The news of the fall 
of Bexar, corroborated by so many circumstances, compelled me to 
change my plan, as the enclosed order will indicate. On seeing the 
various communications of Colonel Fannin at this point, I could not 
rely on any co-operation from l1im. The force under my command 
here was such as to preclude the idea of my meeting the enemy
supposing their force not to exceed the lowest estimate which has 
ever been made of it. :My reason for delaying my despatch until 
the present, was, the assurance of Captain Seguin, that two men had 
been sent by l1im to his rancl10, and would return on last night. 
They have not returned; and the belief is, tlmt tliey have been 
taken by the enemy, or deserted. I am using all my endeavors to 
get a company to send in view of the .Alamo; and, if possible, ar
rive at tl1e certainty of what all believe-its fall. The scarcity of 
horses, ancl the repulse of a party of twenty-eight men, the other 
day, within eighteen miles of Bexar, will, I apprehend, prevent the 
expedition. 

This moment, Deaf Smith aucl Henry Kearues have assured me, 
that they will proceed in sight of Bexar; and return within three 
days. The persons, whoso statement is enclosed for your informa
tion, are in custody; and I will detain tl1em, for the present, as spies. 

I beg leave to suggest the great importance of fortifications on 
Live-Oak point and Copano, and the defence of Matagorda and 
Lavaca bays. 

You may rest assured that I shall adopt and pursue such course 
of conduct as the present emergencies of the country require, and as 
the means placed at my disposal may enable mo to do, for the de
fence of the country and the protection of its inhabitants. 

The projected expedition to Matamoras, under the agency of the 
council has already cost us over two hundred and thirty-seven lives; 
and where the effects are to end, none cau foresee. Doctor Grant's 
party, as well as Colonel Johnson's, l1ave been murdered. Major 
Morris, as reported, was struck down with a lance, while gallantly 
fighting. Doctor Grant suncudered, and was tied by tho enemy. 
Be pleased to send all possible aids to the army ; and keep an eye 
to the coast. 

Intelligence from tho scat of government, if favorable, l1as a most 
happy effect upon the spirits of the men. J!'requent expresses sent 
to me, may be highly beneficial to the army. I will, as often as 
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possible, report by express the movements of the ~nemy, and the 

army. I fear La Bahia (Goliad) is in si~ge. 
I have the honor, &c., SAM HousTON. 

P. S. I have this moment learned that Captain Byrd's company, 
from the Brasos, consisting of one hundred men, will join me 
to-morrow. 

No, 22, 

To James Collingsworth, Chairman of Military Committee. 
CAlll' AT NAVIDAI>, March 15, 1836. 

SJR : Since I had the honor to address you from Gonzales, the 
lady of Lieutenant Dickinson, who fell at the ~amo, has an·ived, 
and confirms the fall of that place, and the cu·cumstances, pretty 
much as my express detailed them. She retnru~d in company with 
two negroes-one the servant of Colonel Travis, the other a ser
vant of Colonel Almonte. 'I'hey both corroborate the statement 
first made aud forwarded to you. Other important intelligence ar
rived at Gonzales- that the army of Santa Anna had encamped at 
the Cibolo on the night of the 11th inst., after a march of twenty
four miles that day. The army was to encamp on tl1e 12th at 
Sandy, and proceed direct to Gonzales. The number of th~ enemy 
could not be ascertained, but was represented as exceeding two 
thousand infantry. Upon this statement of facts, I deemed it pro~er 
to fall back and take post on the Oolorailo, near Burnham s, winch 
is fifteen miles distant from this point. My morning report, on 1_11Y 

• al • mp showed tluee hundred and seventy-four effective arnv m ca , 
men, without two days' provisions, many without arms, and others 
without auy ammunition. We could have met the enemy: and 
avenged some of our wrongs; but, detached. a_s we we1·e, ~~1thout 
supplies for tho men in camp, of either prov1s1ons, ammumtion, or 
artillery, and remote from succor, it would have been madness to 
hazard a contest. I bad been in camp two days only, and had sue-

. B t tl had not been taugl1t the cecded in or..,.anizn1cr the troo11s. u iey 
fast principl:s of the drill. lf starved out, and the camp once bro-

,, tl f t By fallin"' back, Te:x:as ken up, there was no hope 1or 10 u ure. . b 

can rally, and defeat any force that can come agamSt her. . h 
I received the intelligence of the enemy's advance between e1g ~ 

nnd nine o'clock at night; and, before twelve, we were on the mare 
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in good order, leaving behind a number of spies, who remained and 
were reinforced next morning by a number of volunteers and brnve 
spirits from Peach creek. Il. Ka111rs, R. E. Ilam1y, and Captain 
Chenowith, have been very active. Only about twenty persons de
se1ted the camp (from the first sensation produced by the intelli
gence) np to this time. I intend. desertion shall not be frequent; 
and I regret to say tl1at I am compelled to regard. as deserters :ti! 
wl10 have left camp without leave; to d_emand their apprehension; 
and that, whenever aneslcd, they be sent to me at headquarters for 
trial. They have disseminated throughout the frontier such exag
gerated reports, that they have produced dismay and consternation 
among the p<'ople to a most di.stressing extent. 

I do not ::ippreheml the immediate approach of the enemy upon 
the present settlem~nts; I mean those on the Colorado, for the comi
try west of it is an uninhabited waste. This season the grass refuses 
to grow on the prairies. 

When the approach of the enemy was known, there were but two 
public wagons and two yoke of oxen in cawp, and the few l1orses 
we had were Yery poor. I hope to reach the Colorad.o on to-mor
row, and collect an army in a short time. I sent my aide-de-camp, 
]Iajor William T. Austin, to Columbia this morning, for munitions 
and supplies, to be sent me immrdiately ; and to orclcr tl1e troops 
now at Velasco to join me, provid.ed they had not been previously 
ordered by you to fortify Copano and Dimit's landing. I am fear
ful Goliad is besieged. by the enemy. My order to Colonel }'nn11in, 
directing the ]_)lace to be blown up, the cannon to be sunk ;n the 
river, and to fall Lack on Victoria, would reach him before the enc
my could ad.vance. That they have advanced upon the place in 
strong force, I have no doubt-; and when I heard of the foll of the 
Alamo, and the number of the enemy, I knew it must be tl,e case. 

Om forces must not be shut up in forts, where they can neitl1er 
be supplied with men nor provisions. Long aware of this fact, I 
directed, on the lGth of January last, that the artillery should be 
removed, and the Alamo blown up ; but it was prevented by the 
expedition upou Matamoras, the author of all our misfortunes. 

I hope that our cruisers on the gulf will be active, and that Ilaw
kins and --- may meet the notice of the government. Let the 
men of Texas rally to the Colorado! 

Enclosed yon will receive the address of General Santa .Anna, 
sent by a uegro to the citizens. It is iu .Almonto's hamlwriting, 
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Santa Anna was in Bexar when tho Alamo was taken. His force 
in all, in 'rexas, is, I think, only five or six thousand men-though 
some say thirty thousand! This can not be true. Encourage vol
unteers from tho United. States-but I am satisfied. we can save 
tho country. Had it not been for the council, we would have had 
no reverses. We must have the friend.sl1ip of the Camanches and 

other Indians. 
Gonzales is reduced to ashes ! 

I have the honor, &c., 
SAM HOUSTON, Commanding General. 

.No, 23, 

To !antes Collingsworth, Chairman of Military Committee. 
Bmurnw's, Cox.oRA.DO, :Uarcl, lt 1836. 

Sm : 'l.'o-day, at half-past four in the afternoon, I reached this 
point with about six hundred men, including my rear-guard, which 
is a few miles behind with the families, which were not known to be 
on the route as tl1e army marched, and for which tlie guard were 

sent back. 
It pains my heart that such consternation should. have been spread 

by the deserters from camp. ,v e are here; and, if only three lnm
dred men remain on this side of the Brasos, I will die with them, or 
conquer our enemies. I would most respectfully suggest the assem
blage of the troops at this point. It covers more of the country 
than any other known to me. When tuey are assembled, I will 
detach suitable numbers to each point as I may deem best. The 
Uexicao army will not leave ns in the rear. If they do, and find 
Sau Felipe in ashes, it will astound them. I am assmcd that the 
mules and horses of their army are miserably poor; and that there 
are several hundred women and children with the army, with a view 
to colonize 'l.'exas. If L11. Bahia was blown up, previous to their 
march upon it, I should. be satisfied. 

As to the state of the seaboard-keep the navy busy. To it we 
must look for essential aid. Wouhl it not be well to send a i;pecial 
actiYe a"'cnt to the United States-one who will act effidcntly and 

" promptly 1 Appeal to them in the holy names of liberty and hu-

manity! 
Our own people, if they would act, are enough to expel every 
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Mexican from Texas. Do let it be known that, on elose examina
tion, and upon reflection, the force of Santa Anna Jias been greatly 
ove1Tated. He must have lost one thousand, or perhaps more, at 
the Alamo. It is said t11c officers have to whip and slasl1 tl1e sol
diers on the march. And, if they should advance to tl1e Colorado, 
it will be some time, as there is such scanty subsistence for animals. 
I have had the impression tliat the advance upon tlie Cibolo was to 
prevent our co-operation with Fannin, aucl hold us in check. 

If you can by any means soothe the people, and get them to re
main, they shall have notice, if I deem it necessary. Let them 
entertain no fears for the present. We can rruse three thousand 
men in Texas, and fifteen hundred can defeat all that Santa Anna 
can send to the Colorado. We would then .fight on our own ground, 
and the enemy would lose all confidence from our annoyance. Let 
the men from the east of the Trinity rush to us! let all the dispo
sable fore!) of Texas fly to arms! If tlie United States intend to 
ai<l us, let them clo it now ! 

I sl1all raise a company of spies to-morrow, to range the country 
from this to Gonzales. Send all the good horses you can get for 
the army. If possible, let it be done speedily ; and send ammuni
tion for fifteen hundred men: but first send eight hundred men. I 
·will do everything in my power for Texas. 

I have the honor, &c., 
SAM IIousToN. 

P. S.-It is reported that General Wo11, an Englishman, is to 
head the army into the colonies. I entertain a belief that Santa 
Anna has returned to Mexico, but it will not be known to the troops. 
In the attack upon the Alamo, the ramparts were swept twice, and 
the enemy as often repulsed; but Santa Anna was by, and urged 
the troops. Ile was not in danger. T11ere was not a man in the 
Alamo but what, in his death, honored the proud name of an .Ameri
can. Let the men of Texas avenge tlieir deaths! Rouse the Red
landers to battle ! Ratify the Indian treaty; and let the Camanches 
be approached, and their friend1,hip secured. A campaign from St. 
Louis, by way of Santa Fe, might lie set 011 foot against Chihuahua. 
Remember Coxe's point, Dimit's landing, nud Copano. They are 
important. 

I know the government will do all in its power for the army. 
We want arms, and need stationary. 
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No. 24.. 

To Colonel J. W. Fannin. 

[Army Ordel'l!.] HEAl>QllAIITERs, COLORADO R1vEn, l,farch 1'7, 1836. 

OoL0NEL J. W. FANNIN, jr, will take a position on the bay of 
Lavaca, or auy other point best calculated for the pr?t~c~ion of _the 
provisions, ammunition, &c., at Coxe's point and ~1m1t s l~ndmg. 
The army now near Buroham's, on the Colorado, wil_l remam for a 
time and accorclin.,. to circumstances, fall down the nver. Colonel 
Fan~in w'm therefo:e hold himself in constant i-eailiness to join tbe 
commander-in-chief. The Redland,ers are already in motion, and 
will join the army as soon as possible. Regulars and volunteers arc 
<tlso on their march to headquarters. • 

If Colonel Fannin can not maintain his position, he will fall back 
on the main army - the object of the movement now ord!'rnd being 
only for the protection of the arms, ammunition, &c. The pres~nt 
force on the Colorado umnbcrs four hundred aml twenty effective 
men. 

Should a permanent fortification be necessary on the bay of La
vaca, or other point, for the protection of the stores, &c., Colo~el 
Fannin will judge of the expediency (with the comma~d under h_1m) 
of erecting them. 1'he commanding general, not havrng a detailed 
report of bis force, can only order that ~uch measures shal~ be taken 
as will be best foi· the good of the sen'1ce and the protection of the 

country. 
Stock of all descriptions wi11 be driven to the east side of tho 

Colorado. 
SAM IIousTON. 

No. 2~. 

To Thomas J. Rusk, Secreta-ry of ·war. 
nz.,DQllARTJms, CAm> N&An BEAso:s's, Ma,-cl, 21, 1836. 

SIR: I am ordered by the commander-in-chief to ackn~wleclge the 
receipt of your letters dated 16th ancl 17th inst., ancl to mform you 
of the movement of the anny to this place. I have abo the pleas
nre to acid that, ou yesterday, a detachment of our spies, under Cap
tain Karnes, fell in with a reconnoitring-party of the e~e'.11y at 
Rocky creek, about twenty miles from this place, consiSlmg of 
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twelve men. Tl1ey were immediately pursued, one man killed, one 
ta~eu prisoner, and three horses, with some itrms, capturf'<l; also a 
pmr of saddle-~ags, containing 11. small portion of clothing, of some 
~ne murdered Ill tl1e Alamo. Captain Kames had with him, at tho 
time, ~ut five men. The prisoner Rtatcs tliat one tl1ousand men are 
on then· march to tliis point, and will probably be near us to-niglit. 
A detachment of the &1111y of the enemy has also mm·checl from San 
Antonio to att~ck Goliad. Our army are in fine spirits ancl good 
healtl1, not havmg one on our sick-list. They arc eager to meet the 
enemy. To cheek their impetuosity is all that will be required. 
The enemy ha,e three light pieces of artillery with them. 

Tho c?mma~der-i1~-cl1icf directs me to assure you of the vigilance 
and caution which will be used, and of his entire confidence in the 
army, ~nd in its. ability t~ _render a good account of the enemy. 
Our spies are active and v1g1lant, and the enemy can gain uo advan
tage over us. I am also directed to inform you of the pleasure he 
feels in reporting the complete subordination of the troops: it has 
never been surpassed by any army of like description in any coun
try. Their anxiety to rell-ieve the misfortunes of tho past is heard 
and witnessed throughout the camp. A detachment of a huurlred 
men are now crossing the river to meet tho enemy's advance, and 
every confidence may be placed in their entire success. Enclosed 
you will find Colonel Fannin's letter to me of - inst. 

I have the honor, &c., 
G. w. HOCKLEY, 

Inspector-General of tlw Army. 

P. S.- The prisoner reports tl1at General Santa Auna has loft 
San Antonio for Mexico. 

No. 26, 

To Tlwmas J. Rusk, Secretary of War. 

liEADQVAn·n:ns ov mF. AnMY, CAl!P 1't .. \R 13EASON's, March 23, ISSG. 

Sm: The commander-in-chief of the army directs me to aclmowl
cdge the receipt of your letter of the 19th inst., and inform you that 
be still maintains the position at this place, commanding the crossing 
of the Colorado at :Uosely's, above Beason's, and Atasco situ below, 
and that he intends to i-emaiu stationary, unless offensive operations 
shall be ju~•ified by eircumst:mccs or reinforcements. 
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Captain Teal, of tl1e regulllrs, with his command, arrivecl here 
yesterday; and n small detachment of volunteers, reinforcements, 
and supplies, are hotu-ly expected. The party of spies, named in 
the communication to the wa1· department, have been constantly on 
the alNt. The company stationed at Mosely's ha,,e captured three 
of the enemy, who are now on theu· way to camp. 

The enemy are undoubtedly near to the opposite bank, and will 
probably soon a!tempt crossing the Colorado; but, from our present 
position, we can effectually comm:md any point at which he may 
attempt it. .A detachment of two hundred men arc now at Mosely's 
crossing. The camp will be reforme<l in a thick wood on the bank 
of the river, and in a position highly favorable for observation and 
defence, its present flanks and front being well protected by felled 
trees, brush, and timber. 

The general further directs me to state the good order and disci
pline which have been observed since the formation of this encamp
ment. The strict silence at night, the obedience and discipline now 
maintaiued, arc unexampled in any troops of like description, and 
l1ighly creditable to the officers and men. °"' e have now upward 
of seven hundred men, and not one of them on the sick-list, but all 
in high spirits, nnd anxious to m<'et the foe. One wagon, with arms, 
ammunition, &c., has just anfrcd, which l1as increased their anxiety 
and confidence, as they now find the promised supplies. 

The a1my are much in need of good hnrses; and, if sabres and 
pistols could be forwarded, we could furnish the material for an effi

cient corps of cavalry. 
Since writing the above, two of the prisoners mentioned therein 

haYe been examined separately. They agree ,·ery nearly in their 
statements, an outline of which is as follows: -

" That General Sesma is on the oppo~ile side of tl1e river, about 
three miles from our encampment, with five or six hundred men-a 
huudrecl and fifty cavalry-and two small pieces of artillery. His 
t1oops arc badly clad, and the state of the weather such as to render 
them almost ineffectual from cold. They are building a boat, and 
:11tc.11,l crossing near us." 

They nrc evidently checked by the skirmish with our spies (namecl 
i11 a previous letter). '1.'hc prisoners say that General Se~ma baited 
tlic next Jay to rest. ·with our reinforcements, we 8hall he able to 
:111til'ipate any tho enemy may receive. 

24111.-General Gregory, of North Carolina, Colonel Nibbs, and 

YoL. Il.-31 
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some other gentl!'men from Washington, have this moment arrived 

in camp with l\fajor Poe. They report about two hundred men on 

theh- march, who will join to-morrow. 
I havo the honor, &c., 

G. w. HOCKLEY, 
Inspector-General <if the Armv. 

[ NOT OFFICIAL] 

To Colonel Thomas J. Rusk. 

CA.YI' NEAil. DrAso:,s, Jfarch 23, 183G. 

DEAR COJ.O:\El,: To-<lay I bad the pleasure to receive your two 

letters by Mr.Walker. I thank you for them, and snatch a moment 

from the presH of business to say a few things in compliance with 

your rrquest, as well as to gratify my personal feelings. I have 

had no aid or assistance but my friend Ilocklcy, who now fills your 

former station. By-the-by, I offer you [OY grntulations on your ad

vancement. I trnst you will fincl in mp a worthy subaltern. You 

know I am not easily depressed, but, bet!re my Goel, since we parted, 

I l1ave found the darkest hours of my past life! :My excitement 

has been so great, that, for forty-eight hours, I have not eaten an 

ounce, nor have I slept. I was in constant apprehenKion of a rout; 

a constant panic existed in the lines: yet I managed so well, or 

such was my good luck, that not a gun was fired in or near the 

camp, or on tho march (except to kill beef), from the Guadalupe to 

the Colorado. All would haYe been well, nncl all at peace on this 

side of the Colorado, if I could only have had a moment to start an 

expreHs in advance of the dese.rter:-; Lut they went first, and, being 

panic-struck, it was contagious, and all who saw them breathed the 

poison and fled. It was a poor compliment to me to suppose that 

I would not advise the convention of any necessity which might 

arise for their removal. I sent worcl and advices, the fir~t moment 

of leisure, to the convention; and all waH calm in my commuuica

tions to Mr Collingsworth. I hatl to acl";se troops and persons of 

my falling back, and hacl to sencl one guard thirty miles for a poor 

blind widow (and six children), whose husband was killccl in the 

.Alamo. The families are now all on this side of the Guadalupe. 
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These things pained me infinitely, ancl, with th
0

e rcspo1 '!ibility of 

my command, weighed npon me to an agonizing extent. 

This moment an express has arrived, ancl Btates that Fannin took 

up his retreat on Saturday last (19th), and, a few miles from La 

Babin, ho was attacked by the llexican anny ancl surrounded about 

an hour ancl a lialf before sundown. Tho battle continued in the 

nigl1t, and the result is not known. 'l'he express states tliat Colo

nel W arcl's command had not rctnrned. I am at a loss to ku<'>w 

how matters stand. I will try ancl make a good report for the 

future. The ;)fa.tamoras policy, I hope, is now run out; anu the 

evils, growing out of the conduct of the council, ended. 

Changing this from a familiar to an official character, I must say 

that, if we arc to meet an accession of force, which must be tll8 case 

if Fannin is cut off, we must have the strength of tlrn country. Arms 

and ammunition have just re:tched camp, ancl I hope what men we 

have will be well armed and su11plicd with fighting-materials. 

'I'wo spies have been taken to-clay, and they report the force of 

the en<>my in this quarter less than I had before heard it. Let the 

Mexican force be what it may, if the country will tum out, we can 

beat them. The reh-eat of the government will have a bacl effect 

on the troops, and I am half-provokeu at it myself. The Mexicans 

can not fight us upon anything like fair terms ..... I will get any 

advantnge I can if I fight. If what I have heard from Fannin be 

true, I deplore it, and can only attribute the ill luck to his attempt

ing to retreat in daylight in the face of a superior force. He is an 

ill-fated man. 
Do all you can. The troops are in fine spirits, but how this news 

will affect them I know not. Our s1>ies have taken two of the ene

my to-day, but I have not yet bad time to examine them. I will 

in a few moments. 

24th.-! have <>xamined the spies, and they represent the enemy 

much weaker than all former reports. 'I'hey say Sesma has not 

more than se,·cn hundred men, and one says six hundred. 

I truly hope you will nppoiut Major Lewis agent for the Chero

kees, nncl do it directly ..... Why do you keep more than a ser

geant's or lieutenant's guaru at W nbhington 1 Men are flocking to 

camp, and I expect, in a day or two, to receive two hundred volun

teers and regulars. Forty-eight muskets and a supply of ammuni

tion came opportunely last night. In a few days my force will be 

highly respectable. I am writing in the open air. I haw• no tent, 
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lllld rull not looking out for the luxuries of life. I am only looking 

out to IJO n~eful to my country and tl1c cause of liberty. Do dense 

some plan to srnd back the rascals who linve gone from the army 

and service of the country with guns. Oh, why did the cabinet 

leave "\Y11shington 1 ..... 

I wish you wouhl send A. !!'Laughlin to the United 'late•. 

Write to tlie bonrd, and ratify the treaty. We must net now, and 

wi(h great promptness. The country must be Sl\vcd. Oh, curse 

tl1e constcmntion wl1ich haR seized the people! I must make many 

appointments for the present-all ,ipccial 1 will rrfir tu you. I nm 

so busy, I mu~t clobr. May God bless you! This morning I hear 

of men from the mouth of the river: they are on the march-yon 

will hear from us. 
Ever your11 trnly, 

SAM IIousTo~. 

To Captain B. J. White. 

CAllP AT BEASO:<'s Fi:anY, Marci, 23, 183ii. 

Sm : If men can be ohtnined, you are ordered to repair to Coxe•~ 

point, or Dimit'tl lamling, and remove or secure the supplies at tho,c 

place8. You are ordered to use and command all the means of the 

country in securing su1iplics, and removing the families, and placing 

them on the cast side of the Colorado. You have much discretion 

left with you, and I hope you will employ it to the be;:t advantage 

for the preservation of the country. 

Of the army at tl1is point, and in the neighborhood, Ur. Noble 

can tell you. The euemy aro about fifteen milcti from m;. Their 

force is supposed to be only about a thousand. 

Reinforcements are arriving daily, nml more on the march. 
Your obedient servam, 

SAM lloc;:-TON, 

I am informed that Colonel Wl1arton has sailed for Ooxe's point, 

with some one hundred and fifty or two hundred men. 
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No, 29, 

To R. R. Royal, Chairma,i of the Committee at Matagorda. 

C,>rP ,sua nuso:.',;, .'lfarch 21, 1836. 

Sra: Your letter, under date of )larch 1 th, is r<>ccived. All tl1e 

means you can command ought to be employed for tl1e protection 

of the ~ountry, and families. Anything that can be done to this 

effect will meet my approbation. 
All the troop tl1at can be rai•ed I wifih plnce<l at my dispoRal, as 

on the Colorado I make my stand, nncl it is deemed necessary to 

concentrate all the effective force at thiH point for the present. 

Having the greate1-t confidence that, with the means you can con

trol, you can defend that point, even in case of an attack, 
I have the honor, &c., 

SAM liOUSTON, 

No, 30, 

To Thomas J. Ri,slt, &cretary of War. 

CAMP ~r.An 11111.L Cnr.r.i., Jfurrl, 29, 1836. 

Srn : On my arrival on tbe Brasos, hat! I consulted the wishes of 

all, I should have been like the n,s between two stacks of hay. 

Many wi,,hed mo to go below, others above. I consulted none-I 

held no co~ucil!!-Of-war. If I en, the blame is mine. 1 find Colo

nel Hockley, 0£ my staff, a sage counsellor and true friend. )Iy 

stall' arc all worthy, an«l merit well of me. 

There was on yesterday, ns I understood, much discontent in the 

lines, bccau~e I would not fall down the i-ivor. If it bhould be wise 

for me to do so, I can cros,; over at auy time, and fall down to 

greater mlvantage and safety. I ap11rchruil, in consequence of my 

f111ling back, that the enemy may change their route to "Matagorda. 

I ordered all the men rcsicling on the coast, and those arriving from 

the United Stntcs at or south of Velasco, to remain aml fortify at 

some safe point; an<l, ou ye,,terday, I sent Colonel llarcomt, as 

princiral cugineer of tho nrmy, clown to tho coa~t, to crrct fortifica

tions at the most eligible point of c1cfcncc. I placed at his disposal 

the resources of the lower country for its defence nntl protection. 

I pray God that you "ouhl get !\ill, ~peedy aiil, from the United 

States; or, after all iuduccmcuts, we must suffer. I hope to-day to 
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receive ninety men from tl1e Red-lands. I can not now tell my 

force, but wiJI soon be able. The enemy must be crippled by the 

fights they have had with our men. I have ordered D. C. Barrett 

and E. Gritton to be arrested aud held subject to the fot.ure order 

of the government. I do think they ought to be detained and tried 

as traitors and spies. 
For Heaven's sake, do not drop back again with the sent of go\·

ernment ! Your remoYal lo Harrisburg hns done more to incrca8o 

the panic in the country than anything cbe that has occurred iu 

'I'exns, except the foll of tho Alamo. Send fifty agents, if need Le, 

to the United States. Wharton writes me, from Nashvill<', that the 

ladies of that place have fitted out, at their own expense, no less 

thnn two hnndered men ..... . 

If matters press upon us, for God's sake let the troops land at 

Galveston bay, and by land reach the Brasos ! Let no troops march 

with baggage-wagons, or wagons of any kind. 
Tn1ly, &c., SAM HOt:!-T0:\. 

To-day I send Captain Smith to you, agreeably to your order. 

Great prosperity to you and the country, &c. 

.No. 31. 

To Colonel William Clwisty, New Orleans. 

liEAI>Ql-'ARrr.r., CA\IP MILL Cn&EK, Jlor<a 2!', 1!!36. 

DEAR SIR: I have ordered Captain David N. Burke and Edwnrtl 

Oonra<l to New Orleans, to procure men for the army of Texas. 

Tl1e present is prolmbly the most important moment we liave to ex

perience. We now stand before the world as a nation, and st1111d 

almost alone. But for tho assiswnce upon which we confidently 

rely from our bretl1ren in tl10 United States, we shall not be enabled 

to maintain tho position we l1ave assumed. With equal confidence 

I look to you for the immediate use of all the influence in your power 

to sustain our cause. I look to you as the most efficient aml zealous 

agent of our country. Do exert nil the talent and means you can 

comm:md, for now is the tin1c of need. Captain Burke and Mr. Con

rad will bear this letter to you, with my orders : bo good enough to 

1·ender them a!! tho assistance in your power. 
I have the honor, &c., 

SAM HOUSTON. 
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No. 32. 

To Tliomas J. Rusk, &cretary of War. 

CA '4P WEST OF Il1w;o,, ,lfarclt 31, I 836. 

Sm: I have tho honor to report to you my anfral at tl1is point, 

with a view to receive reinforcements and supplies. It is the best 

and nearest route to llan-isburg, or the Bay, at which I could have 

struck the Brasos, and it will prevent the whole country passing tho 

'l'rinity. 'l'he force of the enemy has been greatly exaggerated, I 

have no doubt. But tho deserters have spread universal alarm 

throughout the country. 
I wish you to sencl flour, sugar, and coffee, on pack-horses, to this 

point, as soon as pos~ible. Don't send by wagons; and let the pack

horses be well hoppled at night. My horses and baggage-wagons 

in camp give me all the care I haw, except my general solicitude. 

Oue of my s1Jies Las just returnerl from a ~cont, and reports tlrnt he 

went ten miles beyond St. llernard, on the road to Benson's, and 

saw nothing of ti1e enemy. 'I'wo others went on, and said they 

would see the enemy if they had t9 cross the Colorado. :i\Ir. K 
Smith (Deaf) is out, and, if living, I will hear the truth and all im-

portant news. • 
l!'or IIea,·en's snke, do allny tho fever and chill which prevails in 

the country, and let the people from the enst march to the camp ! 

Supplies aro needed on tho route from Nacogdoches to thiR point. 

The enemy would l1a,e been beaten nt the Colorado. 3fy intention 

Wllti, to have attacked Lim on the becond night after the clny on 

which the news of l!'mmin's destruction waH rcportotl by K!'1-r-b11t 

for that news, and the march of ,troug reinforcements, prnlmbly arri

ving that night, to the enemy. Previous to that, the troo1iti were in 

fine spirits, and keen for action. 
'l'hc reinforcements promised to our army uever arriving, has kept 

us in a mood not so enviable as coulil be wishccl for. Scucl dail., 

expresses to me, and do Jct me know what to rely upon. I must 

let tho camp know something, aml I want e,·erything promi,ccl to 

be realized Ly them. I hope I can keep them together; I have, 

thus far, sncceeded h<'yoncl my hoprs. I will do tl,n lw•t I can; 

but, be astimed, the fame of Jackson could never compensate me 

for my anxiety and mental pnin. 
I l1avo the honor, &c., S.rn HOUSTON. 
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P. ~.-1 baYe some" here between seYcn anil eight hundred 

effocth e men. Two nights since, when it was reported that the 

enemy wero on tliis side of tho Oolornilo, the citizens of San :Felipe 

reduced it to ashes. 'fhere wns no ordor from mo. for it.• I am 

glad of it, i;hou!tl the enemy march there. Our troops ha\'O suffered 

much from heavy rains and dre:ulful roads. 

No. 33. 

To 'l'lwmas J. Rusk, &cretary of War. 

1lc11>QUA1tT&R.~, Cuu• ux H1t.1S<>s, ,1pril I, 1836. 

Srn: I nm directed Ly the commauilcr-iu-chicf to inform you of 

the moYemcnt of the army to this 1,lace since the lnst communica

tion to the department of war. From the deteution in cro ,ing ~[ill 

creek, the army did not rench this encampment until laht owning. 

I t is now, howeYer, in a secure and effective position, with excellent 

water from a lake immediatdy ahead, and n mo,t beautiful ~put of 

the Brasos timber, about three fourths of a mile ahead, on the road 

lending t• Groce's ferry. The weather for the last few days has 

been wet; from that circumstnuce, and tho fact that the 1·oads are 

in mauy placeb impal>saLle for our wagons, the men have undergone 

great fRtigue. 
So soon as thoy can wa~h tl1eir clothing, aml arrange their nrms, 

&c., an entire ornanization of r.'tmp cluty anJ discipliue will be es

tablished, :mJ the encam1m1cnt 1·eformed in orcler of lmttlc, nnd camp 

rule anil duty pcrfonneil. This, in bOllle degree, has bern omitted 

siuce our march, as it has been in so,·crnl instances a forccll one. It 

hns, however, bC'cn conducted, under the <·ircumstanccs of the case, 

with much credit to the exertions of the officC'rs atlll obedience of 

the men. 
'fho bte:unboat Yellowstone, Captain---, i, at Groce's land-

ing, taking in cotton. 'fhe commander-in-chief ilin•l'ted her to be 

taken in charge for the use of the army, in caso it ~honl<l Le neces

sary r,q,idly to descend the rh·er to act upon the enemy. :Major 

Cook and a i,ufiicicnt b"uard arc now on 1,oard, and i,be will be de

tainctl until lier r,;en;ccs can :;afely 1,e tlbpensetl with. She is nenrly 

loatled with cotton. 

* "It has l,~~n @ftiJ you or,leretl the \,1,rning of ,an Felipe. 1 have coutra

,lictcd iL I would like lo l,e fully B:tti.fi~,J on th,• 1ulijcct."-.Dauid Th11111~ 

..1rti11g Suretary of War, to Gmn-al lloiatv11, .April 8, 1836. 
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Last eYening the commander-in-chief 1·eceive,l information from 

Captain 1\Iosdy Buker, who has r.ommnncl at Sn 1 Felipe, of the ar

rirnl of two of his spies, who report that the enrmy have cros~ed 

the Colorado 1i\-er at Atatco sito crossing, and Wl'rC then in order 

of march. This information ron,ed the army to an entlrnsin,m, 

which showeu with what feeling they would meet l1is approach. 

But, late last night, other spic~ arriHcl at this encmnpment, "110 

wrre nl•o near thnt point; and, from their report, the mnjor-gcncral 

is led to believe that 6omo mistake has occurreil as to the perbons 

Hren being the enemy. Should the rrport proye to he correct, he 

cnn uot reach this point, if such is his intention, for some day~, be

came of the i;itnntion of the roacls and i:;tnn·eil condition of his horses 

nnd cattle. He has undoubtedly crosse<l the Colorado. Ahont dghty 

men from the Rc,1-lamls arc all thnt l1aye nrrivecl, and what hope to 

entertain of aid from that quarter it is impob~ible to say. 'l'he cffect

irn force now here is ~even humlrecl aml fifty to eight hundred men. 

One death only has occnrred-causecl by great cxposme to wet and 

cold when cro~sing )Till creek. The troop~ are in good health. 

From information received the ev<•ning after leaving $an Felipe, 

the commnnuer-in-chief onleretl Peter Kerr-the individual who 

l,rought tho intelli"'ence of tho tlefeat of Colonel Fannin into camp 

on the Coloracla~to •be taken. A guarcl was sent to fl.an Felipe, 

and he was bron"'ht into cnmp next 1110111ing. A furtl1er communi-
o 1· 

cation from the m:ijor-general 011 this sul1jcct will accompany t ns. 

I have the honor, &c., 
G. W. llocKLeY, 

Jntpector-Gcneral. 

A few cases of measles have been reported. A hospital hns lieen 

establibhed the other side of the Brasos, and the men 0ent over to it. 

No. :u. 

To T!tomas J. R11.~k, Secretary of lVar. 

lh,11,Q~.\RTUL", CA'1P W,;,;T o•· nn.,<'C>II, .April 3, 1886. 

Sm: I arrivoJ at this place on tl1e fir~t im,tnnt, and pitc_l1etl my 

encampment in a secnrc position, in hopes that I should rC'ce1ve sup

plies, and more •o, that I would bo enahh'•~ to meet_ the e'.1cmy _nt 

any time, ancl under any circum~tances wl11cl1 prnyr'.ety m,_ght dic

tate. Since my location, rain~ have fallen; ancl 1t 1s pos~1ble the 
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water may invade my encampment, and compel mo to remove, either 
back to tho prniric, or to pass over the river to the east side. If I 
do pass, it will only be to make my camp on a healthy site, secure 
from water, and to defend our horses from the enemy; for I fiud 
that no care whatever will be taken of horses, and if they fall into 
tlie enemy's hands it would add to l1is facilities. 

My ~pies return and report the enemy only about one tl1ousand 
strong on the Colorado, without pickets, and only a small camp
ground. :My opinion is, tl1nt a detad1meut I sent to reconnoitre the 
enemy, will attack him to-night. The detachment was twenty in 
number, under the command of Major Pa!+,on, my aid-do-camp. 
'They are among the best l1earts of the army. 

Tf I should pass tl10 river, my design will be, shoulcl I quit a po. 
sition opposite to this point, to drop clown opposite Fort Bend, or 
some point below. The enemy would not have it in their 11ower to 
pass the river for at least a month to come; and we could only 
cross with tho aid of a steamboat, which I have pressed, and will 
retain till I can dispense ,vith it. 

If I should pass the river, I will leave my most effective cavalry 
on this side. I send you, in cliarge of Mr. Este, two prisoners, Peter 
Ken, and Beregardo, a Mexican. I have nothing pointed against 
them; but suspicion has fallen upon them, and they are to be 
secured. You may rest easy at Ilarrisburg; the enemy will never 
cross tho Brasos, and I hope the panic will soon subside. People 
are planting com on the east side of this river. 

Mr. Za~ala l1as arrived and 1·eported for duty. I am glad of it. 
Ile informed me that I should have the pleasure of sccin.,. vou • and 
- 0 J J 

mdced it would give me plcabure to do so. I have onlcrcd the 
troops below to occupy some defensible positions below on the river, 
or coast, and cl1eck the euemy. Rumors from the Mexican interior 
of wars, or difficulty in passing tl1e Colorado, have caused them to de
lay; and at this time it is almost im1JOssible for them to pass the 
prahies, owing to the rnins that have fallen since we passecl-tben 
it was only possible for us to pass with our wagons. If they come, 
their artillery must come. They must raft it over the Colorado, 
which is very liigli, as I am informed. It must be out of its banks. 

I have looked for an ex1u·css from you for se,·eral clays. Eighty 
Redlanders have arrived, and are on tho opposite bank. The ani
val of others is daily expected. 

I have tho honor, &c., SAM HOUSTON. 
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No. 3~. 

To Thomas J. Rusk, Secreta1ry of War. 

IIEADQU.mTERs, CAYP W.sT OF Br..>c;<>l', .April 4, 1836, 

Sm: I liave the honor to inform you that, by an express which 
reached me last nigl1t, I received intelligence that Colonel Fannin 
and his command liad been attacked by a large body of Mexican 
cavalry and infantry, in tl1e prairie, about eight miles east of San 
Antonio river, on his rnarcl1 from La Bahia to Victoria. Tho enemy 
wore several times repulsed; the battle lasting until in the night. 
On the next morning the enemy fired several cannon-sl1ots and 
hoisted a flag of truce, wl1ich was met by a corresponding signal 
from Colonel Fannin. The commanders met, and stipulated that 
tho Americans, on condition of a surrender, should be treated as pris
oners-of-war, and in eight days sent to New Orleans on parole. On 
the eighth day the prisoners were marched out under a guard (after 
having been kept in close confinement), a file of soldiers on each 
side of the prisoners. The guard then doubled files on the right of
the prisoners, killing all but one, who make his escape. Tho enemy 
arc said to have lost a thousand men in the action. . . . . . . 

Will not our friends rush to the conflict, and at once avenge the 
wrongs which have been inflicted on our dauntless comracles ? The 
day of just retribution ought not to be deferred. Send expresses 
to the coast and to the United States. The army is just organizing, 
and will soon be prepared. The last advices report that the enemy 
can not cross the Colorado-except a part of it-on account of 
high waters. Their delay is said, by others, to be owing to some 
difficulties in the interior, and a want of supplies. 

San Felipe was reduced to ashes, but not by my order. 
I have the honor, &c., 

SAM IIousToN. 

P. S. It was reported in camp, that you were coming to tho army. 
Ju it is so roportocl, you had best come if possible. It will inspirit 
the troops. No express has reachccl mo for some five days from 
Hanisburg. The army is in good spirits. 
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Colonel Rusk is still here, and will, probably, remain durino- ~iie 
•• 'I'·' I "' cr1s1s. o-uay am in good spirits, and hope to be in better. I 

have now organized two regiments, anil doubt 1wt but a brigade will 
be fo1med under orders of the secretary of wm·. I look for the wa
ters to fall in the course of' a day or so. The camp is healthy. 
The enemy is confident; and, I hope, so much the better for us. 
Wells, a spy, returned to-day; and after examining the signs, pa
rade-ground, m1c1 every indication possible, reports the number of 
the enemy at six or seven lrnndred men. 

Tell our people never again to give way to a panic; but to do 
their duty. 

I have the honor, &c., 
SAIII HOUSTON. 

P. S. Keep all the prisoners safe. 

1\'o. 40. 

To David Thomas, acting Secretary of War.• 

CAMP WEST OF BnA~O!!, Api·il 11, 1836. 

Sm : I have the honor to send yon a 1,[r. Powell, and I have 
given him a letter of introduction. This I did from policy. You 
will find him a panic-maker, and, in my opinion, a spy. I hope yon 
wi11 scud him to Colonel Morgan, and let him be watched so closely 
that he can do no harm, if he sl1011l<l be so disposed. I assure your 
excellency that we must manage to keep suspicious persons safe. 
From them, in my opinion, and none else, we may apprehend all 
danger. I pray you not to think me too rigorous in these matters. 
I consult the secretary of war, who has a knowledge of facts, as well 
as myself; and my course is in accordance with his views. Major 
Vvyley Martin wrote to me about this same man, and said his statc
men~s w~re "lies." :For the snke of Texas, have him kept safe; 
and 1t might be best to sencl him to Colonel Morgan, where lie can 
be watched without suspecting it. Lynn and Kerr ought to be well 
watched. I pray you be vigilant. I liavo ordere,l spies every
wl1erc. 'l'hongh Powell says Urrea (general) is on his way to the 
lower country, how could Powell pass by tl1c enemy, as be has 
done, unless he has some assurance of their favor 1 I think Powell 
is sent to scare us, while the enemy are pretty badly scared tliem-

* This letter wns probnbly directed to President Burnet. See No. 42. 
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~elves. I hope they will soon be as much hurt .. The high waters 
have interrupted us much. May Ileaven prosper you and the 

country. 
I I1ave the honor, &c., SAM JIOUSTON. 

I do not deem it necessary to make formal charges. Policy will 
at least, justify his detention. Words of the accused are cheap
bear this in mind, I pray you. 

No. 4.1. 

To the Oitizens of Texas. 
lh:.\DQt"ARTEr-~ Of' TnF: ARMY, c.,'IIP ON BRA$0S, .April 13, 1 S36. 

You l1ave suffered panic to seize you, and idle rumor to guide 
you. Yon will now be told that tl1e enemy have crossed the BrasoR, 
and that Texas is conquered. Reflect, reason with yourselves, and 
you can not believe a part of it. The enemy have crossed the Bra
sos, but they arc treading the soil on which they are to be con
quered. That he has not been already beaten, bas been causec't by 
the tardiness of some, and the apathy of others. Tho force of the 
enemy does not exceed nine hundred men. With a semblance of 
force sufficient to meet him, bis fate is certain. If, then, you wish 
your country saved, join lier standard. Protect your wives, your 
chilclren, and your homes, by repairing to the field, where alone, by 
discipline and concert of action, yon can be effective. 'l'hc presence 
of the small force now in the field has divided his al'J!lY· Our SJ'i<'s 

have once checked bis career. Then march forward; and with the 
confidence of men determined to conquer, join the troops now in the 
field, and your enemy is certainly in your power. Twenty men in 
number checked the force of the enemy in crossing the Brasos at 
Fort Bend. The rumor that is circulated about the Mexicans being 
on the 'l'rinity, was reported at the falls of the Brasos three weeks 
ago. A gcntlemau is in camp who says no enemy hacl pasbetl tliere: 
so, like other reports, it must be unfounded. Come and free your 

country at once ; ancl be men I 
Let those who are ou the march, advance to the army. Those 

who do not aid Texas in l1e1• present struggle, but flee and forfeit 
all tho rights of citizens, will deserve theil' fate. 

SAM Hot:STON, C01mnandcr-in-Chief. 
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No. 42. 

To David Thomas, acting Secretary of War. 

IIF.ADQtJAr,TEJt!', CA'1P AT GnocE'~, April 13, 1836. 

Sm : This moment yours of yesterday has reached me. I have 
the honor to remark, that taunts ancl suggestions have been gratui. 
tously tendered to me; and I haYc submitted to them without any 
<li:;position to retort eitl1er unkindness or imputation. What has 
been my situation 7 At Gonzales I had three hundrecl ancl seventy
four efficient men, without supplies, even powder, balls, or arms. .At 
Colorado with seven lmmh-ed men, without discipliue or time to or
ganize the army. Two days since, my effective force in camp was 
five hundred and twcnty-thrne men (aggregate). I hacl authorized 
Captain 1\Iartin to detain a force there of at least two hundred men. 
I hacl sent to the bottom opposite San Felipe one hundred and fifty 
men: and had reason to expect the attack would bo made, and an 
effort made to cross the river at San Felipe, or at the point at which 
I was, as the prairie, at the latter point, approached nearer to the 
river, and the bottom was better than at any other point on the 
river. The cannonade was kept up at San l!"'clipe until yesterday 
morning; and as the river was Yery high, and it was reported to 
me that the enemy were preparing rafts at that point, I bad every 
reason to suppose that they intemled to cross there, if posgible. 

On tl1e previous night, in consultation with tl1e secretary of war, 
we concluded to pass the river to this sic1e. At ten o clock, A. :M., 
yesterday, I commenced crossing the river, and from that time till 
the present (noon) the steamboat and yawl (having no ferry-boat) 
have been engaged. We have eight or ten wagons, ox-teams, 
ancl about two lmndred horses, belonging to the army; and these 
h:we to pass on board the steamboat, besides tbe troops, baggage, 
&c. This requires time ; but I hope in one hour to be enabled to 
be in preparation. I had sent an express enm.ing before last to all 
the troops of \V ashiugton and abo,·e this point to meet me here by 
a rapid march. On yesterday morning I ordered all tl1e command 
below to unite with the main body, so as to act promptly and effi
ciently when most necessary. It was impossible to guard all river 
passes for one hunclre'n miles, and at once concentrate the force so 
as to guard any one point effectually, unless where the main body 
might be stationed. An invading army marches with everything 
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necessary to conquest. I would at once have fallen back on llar
risburg, hut a wish to allay the panic that prevailed, indncccl me to 
stop at tl1e Brasos, contrary to my views of military operations. I 
had assurances of reinforcements by remaining on the Brasos-of 
which I will say nothing at present. 

When I assured the department that the enemy shoul,l not pas~ 
the Brasos, I dicl not intend to convey the i1lea that either the army 
or myself possessed powers of ubiquity; but, that tl1cy should not 
pass through my encampment. I do hope that my last envelope to 
his excellency the president, will show yon on u•ltom to rely, and on 
wlumz, for a while, the burden must rest. 

I beg leave to assure you that I will omit no opportunity to serve 
the country, ancl to serve it for the love of it, without ambition, or 
ulterior views into which seHishncss can cuter. I have, under the 
most disadvantageous circumstances, kept an army together, ancl 
where there lias not been even murmuring or insubordination ; but 
I can not perform impossibilities. These remarks arc not in an
ger, nor are the_y intended to be in the least persoual to you, but 
arise out of the pressurn of difficulties which you can not apprcciafe, 
because they arc unexplained to you. Again I beg leave to as
sm·e you, that I have for you the most high ancl friendly considera
tion, ancl will regard with pleasure every manifestation of public 
confidence arising from a proper estimate of your woith. I write in 
much haste, pressed by business, and engaged in the contemplation 
of matters, I hope, not distant. 

I have the honor, &c., 
SAM HOUSTON. 

No. 43. 

Tu Colonel Nathaniel Robbins. 

fuADQUARTEn.•, CAl!P AT GnO<lli's, April 13, 1836. 

Sm: Yon are hereby ordered and eommauclecl to seize all anus 
and gun~, aml such weapons of war as may be useful to the arniy, 
or necessary to the tlefence of Texas, giving 1·eceipts for the same, 
and holding them sullject to the orders of the government. 

You will ,1rre~t all deserters from the army, and pass them over to 
commandti on their march to the army. All persons who liavo not 
furnished &ubstitutes, and have left the army without furloughs or 

VoL. II.-32 
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discharges, or whose furloughs baYe expired, arn deserto1:s, and as 
such must be registernd and reported to the government, if not ap

prehended and sent back. 
SAM HOUSTON. 

~o. 4<1, 

To Colonel Henry Raguet, of Nacogdoches. 
CAMP AT fuR~BllllO, .April 19, 1836. 

Sm : This morning we are in preparation to meet Santa Anna. It 
is the only chance of saving Texas. From time to time I liave looked 
for reinforcements in vain. The convention adjourning to Harris
burg strnck panic throughout the country. Texas could have started 
at least four thousand men. We will only l1a ve about seven hun
drecl to march with, besides the camp-guard. We go to conquer. 
It is wisdom growing out of necessity to meet the enemy now; every 
consideration enforces it. No previous occasion would justify it. 
The troops arn in fine spirits, and now is the time for action. 

Adjutant-General Wharton, Inspector-General H_ockley, Aicle-do
Camp Ilorton ; Aides-de-Camp W. II. Patton, Collmgsworth; Vol
unteer Aides Perry, Perry; Major Cook, assistant inspector-general 

-will be with me. 
We sl1all use our best efforts to fight the enemy to such advan

tage as will insure victory, though the odds are greatly agaiust u:. 
I leave the result in the ha11ds of a wise God, and rely upon Ins 

providence. 
My country will do justice to those who serve her. The rights 

for which we fight will be secured, and Texas free. 
SAl\1 HOUSTON, Commander, ~c. 

P. S.-Colonel Rusk is in the field. 

.No, <IS, 

To David G. Burnet, President of the Republic of Texas. 
HE.U>QUARTEllS OF mi; Aa:uY, SAN JACINTO, .AJ. ril 25, 183G. 

Sm : I regret extremely that my situation, sine~ the battle ~f tho 
2lbt, has been such as to prevent my rendering you my official re
port of the same previous to this time. 
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I have the l1onor to inform you that, on the evening of the lSth 
inst., after a forced march of fifty-five miles, which was effected in 
two days and a half, the army arrivea opposite Ilanisburg. 'That 
e,·ening a courier of tho enemy was taken, from whom I learned 
that General Santa Anna, with one Llivision of his cl1oice troops, had 
marched in the direction of Lynch's ferry, on the San Jacinto
buming Harrisburg as be passed down. 

'.l'he army was ordered to lie in readiness to mnrch early on the 
next morning. '.rhe main body effected a crossing over Buffalo 
bayou, below Hanisbmg, on the morning of the 19th, having left 
the baggage, tbe sick, and a sufficient camp-guard, in the rear. We 
continued to march throughout the night, making but one halt in 
the prairie for a-short time, and without refreshments. At tlaylight 
we resumed the line of march, and in a short distance our scouts en
countered those of the enemy, aucl we received information that 
Geueral Santa Anna was at New Washington, and would that day 
take up the line of march for Analrnnc, crossing at Lynch's ft>ny. 
'l'he Texan army halted within half a mile of the ferry, in some 
timber, and were engaged in slaughtering beeves, when the army 
of Santa .Anna was discovered to be approaching in battle array, 
having been encamped at Clopper's point, eight miles below. Dis
position was immecliately made of our forces, anLl preparation for his 
reception. Ile look a position with his i11fantry, and artillery in the 
centre, occnpying an island of timber, his cavalry covering the left 
flank. 'I'he artillery, consisting of one double-fortified medium brass 
twelve-pounder, then opened on our encampment. The infantry, in 
column, advanced with the design of chargiug our lines, but were 
repulsed by a discharge of grape and canister from our artillery, 
consisting of two six-pounders. The enemy had occupied a piece 
of timber within rifle-shot of the left wing of our army, from which 
an occasional interchange of small-arms took place between the 
troops, until the enemy withdrew to a position on the bank of tl1e 
San Jacinto, about three quarters of a mile from our encampment, 
and commenced fortification. • 

.A short time bllforc sunset, our mounted men, about eighty--fh·e 
in number, under the special command of Colonel Sherman, marched 
out for the purpose of reconnoitring the enemy. While ad,·ancing, 
they received a volley from the left of the enemy's infantry, and, 
after a sharp rencounte1· with their cavalry, in which ours a~tecl ex
tremely well, and performed some feats of daring chivalry, they 
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rctirccl in good order, having hacl two m«'n R<'Yel'ely woumleil, nnd 

senm1l horses killNl. In the menntim<', th<' infnntry under the com

m1mn of Li<'utennnt-Colonel :Millard, nnd Colonel Burleson's regi

ment, with the artillery, had marched out for the purpo~e of cover

ing the retreat of tho cavalry, if necessary. All then fell back in 

good order to our encampment ab,mt sunset, and remninecl without 

ostensible action until tbe 21st, at half-pa~t three o'clock, taking the 

first refreshment which th<'y hacl enjoyed for two days. The enemv 

in the m<'antime extended tho right flank of tl1eir infantry, so ns to 

occu11y tho extreme point of a skirt of timber on tho bank of the 

San Jacinto, and secured their left by a fortification about five foci 

high, constructed of packs and baggage, leaving an opening in the 

centre of the breastwork, in which their artille1-y was placed, their 

cavalry upon their left wing. 
Ahout nine o'clock on the morning of the 21st, the enemy were re

inforced by five hundred choice troop~, under tho command of Oen

crnl Cos, increasing their effective fore<' to upward of fifleen lmndred 

men, while our aggregate force for the field numhered seven hun

tlreil and eighty-three. At l1alf-p11st three o'clock in tho e\'ening, I 

orJered the officers of the Texan army to parade their rcspecti,·e 

commands: having in tho meantime ordered the bridge on the only 

road communicating with tho Brasos, distant eight miles from our 

encampment, to be destroyed-thus cutting off all po~sibility of 

ebcape. Our troops paraded with alacrity ancl spirit, and were anx

ious for the contest. Their conscious disparity in numbers seemed 

only to increase their enthusiasm aml confidence, and heightened 

their anxiety for tho conflict. Our situation affordcn me an oppor

tunity of making the arrangements preparatory to the attack with

out expo~ing our designs to tho enemy. Tho first regiment, com• 

mnndctl by Colonel BurlebOll, was a~bigned to the centre. '!'he 

secorul regiment, under the command of Colonel Sherman, forme<l 

tl1e left wing of the am1y. The artillery, under the sp<'cial com

mand of Colonel George W. Ilockley, inspector-genernl, wns placc<I 

on tho right of the first regiment; and four companies of infnntry. 

under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Millard, sustriincd 

the artillery upon tho 1ight. Onr carnlry, sixty-one in numht•r, 

commanded by Colonel liiraliean B. Lamar (whose gallant and dar

ing conilm t on the preYious day had attracted tho admiration of l1is 

comra<l<'s, 1111tl called l1im to that station), placed on our extremt' 

right, complet<'<l our line. Our cnvalry WIIR fir ·I cle•patched to tlm 
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front of tho enemy's left, for the purpose of attracting their notice, 

while an extensive island of timb<'r affordetl us an opportunity of 

conct'nlrating our force~, and cleplo) ing from tl1at point, agreeably 

to the previous design of the troops. Every evolution waR per

fom1cd with alacrity, the whole adYancing rapidly in line, through 

an open prai1ic, ,1 ithont any protection whatever for our men. The 

artillery atlYnnced and took ~talion within two hundred yards of tl10 

Pncmy's breastwork, and commenced an effective fire with grnpo 

aud cnnister. 
Colonel Shermnn, with l1i1; re~iment, haYing commenced the action 

upon our left wing, the whole line, at the centre and on tho right, 

advancing in double quick time, raisetl the war-cry, "Remembrr tlie 

Ala1120 !" receh·ed the enemy's fire, and advanced within point

hlnnk shot, Lefore 11. piece was discha1·ged from our liues. Our line 

advnnced without a halt, until they were in poss\-ssion of the wood

land and the <'nemy's breastwork-tho tight wing of Burle,on's and 

the lt'ft of )Iill:ml's taking possession of the breastwork; our artil

lery having gallantly charged up within seventy yards of tho ene

my\ c,1nno11, when it was taken by our troop~. 

The conflict la. led about eighteen minutes from tho time of close 

action uutil we were ill possession of tho enemy's encampment, tnking 

one piece of cmmon (loadecl), four stand of colors, all their cmnp

cquipagc, fl0re,, antl baggage. Our cavalry bad charged and routed 

thnt of tho enemy upon the right, nncl given pnrRuit to tho fugitives, 

which did not cca,e until they anived at the bridge which I haYe 

mentioned before-Cnptuin Karnes, always nmong tlw foremost in 

tlnnger, commanding tho pursuers. Tho conflict in the breastwork 

lasted but a ft,w moments; many of the troops encountered hancl to 

hand, and, not haying the aclYantage of bayonets on our 'de, our 

riflemen used their pieces as war-clubs, brenking many of them off 

at the breech. 'l'ho rout commenced nt hnlf-pn~t four, arnl the pur

~uit by the mnin army continuC!l until twilight. .\ i:unnl was then 

left in charge of the enemy's e11c1tmpmeut, nntl our army returned 

with their killed and wounded. In the ba.ttie, our lo~s was two 

killed and twenty-three wounded, ~ix of them mor ally. 'l'he ene

my's loss was six hundred and tl1irty killed, among whom was one 

general officer, folll' colonels, two lieutenant-colonel,, fi"o r11ptni11s, 

tweh-e lieutenants; wounded two hundretl and eight, or which were 

fh•e colonels, three lieutenant-colonel~. two second lieutenaut-colo

nels, seYen captains, one cadet; prisoners ije\'cll hundred and thirty 
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- President-General Santa Anna, General Cos, four colonels, airles 
to General Santa.Anna, and the colonel of the Guenero battalion 
are included in the number. General Santa Anna was not takei; 
until th~ 22d, and General Cos yesterday, very few having escaped. 
About six hundred muskets, three l1undred sabres, and two hundred 
pistols, have been collected since the action. Several lrnndrcd 
mules and horses were taken, and nearly twelYe thousand dollars in 
specie. 
. For several days previous to tlie action, our troops were engaged 
m forced marches, exposed to cxcessirn rains, and the additional 
inconvenience of extremely bad roads, badly supplied with rations 
and clothing; yet, amid every difficulty, they bore up with cheer
fulness and fortitude, and performed their marches with spirit and 
alacrity-there was no murmuring. 
. :revions to and during the action, my staff evinced every dispo

s1hon to be useful, and were acfr.rnly engaged in their duties. In 
tl10 conflict I am assured that they demeaned themselves in &uch a 
manner as 'proYcd them worthy mem hers of tl1e army of Sau J a
cinto. Colonel T. J. Rusk, secretary of war, was on tl1e field. For 
weeks his services had been highly beneficial to the army. In the 
battle, he was ou the left "ing, where Colonel Sherman's command 
first encountered and drove in the enemy : he bore himself gallantly, 
and continued his efforts and activity, remaining with the pursuers 
until resistance ceased. 

I have the honor of transmitting herewith a list of all the officers 
and men who were engaged in the action, which I respectfully re
quest may bo published, as an act of justice to the indhriduals. .For 
the commanding general to attempt discrimination as to the conduct 
of those who commanded in the action, or those who were command
ed, would be impossible. Our success in the action is conclusive 
proof of their daring intrepidity and courage; every officer and man 
proved himself worthy of tl1e cause in which he battled, while the 
triumph received a lustre from the humanity which characterized 
their conduct after victory, and richly entitles them to tho admira
tion ,and gratitude of their general. Nor shouhl we withhold the 
tribute of our grateful thanks from that Bein.,. who rules the ilesti
nies of nations, and has, in tl1e time of greate:t need, enabled us to 
arrest a powerful invader while dernstating our country. 

I have tho honor, &c., 
SAM HOUSTON, Commander-in-Chief. 

I 
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Report of Thomas J. Rusk, Secretary of War. 

[Tms report of the closing •~eoe of the Texan cnmpnign is ndded here •s nn 
important historical document throwing much light upon the ncliou of the 2111l 

of April.) 
WAR DEl'ARnfENT, Il&ADQUARTERS, Aru.rv OF TEXAS, } 

:;.,N JACINTO RITER, .April 22, 1836. 

'.L'., Ilis Excellency Davi,l G, Burnet, President of Texas. 

SIR : I have the honor to communicate to your excellency a brief 
account of a general engagement with the army of Santa Anna, nt 

this place on the 21st instant. . 
Our army, under the command of General Ilouston, anweu hero 

on the 20th instant. The enemy, a few miles off at New if ashing• 
ton, apprized of our arrival, committed some depredations u_pon ~ri
vate property, and commenced their line of ~arch to tlus pomt. 
They were unconscious of our approach until our stnndard wall 
planted on the banks of the San Jacinto. Our position was a fa. 
vomble ono for battle. On the noon of the 20th, the appearance 
of our foe was hailed by o\11' soldiers with enthusiasm. Tito enemy 
marched in good order, took a position in front of our encam~mcnt, 
on an eminence within cannon-shot, where they planted their only 
piece of artille1~, a brass nine-pounder; and then arrayed their cav
alry and infantry a short distance on tho right, under tl_10 shelter of 
a ~kirt of woods. In a sl1ort time, they commenced finng upon U8; 

their cannon in front, their infantry on our left, :mcl their ca,·alry 
changin.,. their position on tho right. A charge was made on the 
left of o:r camp by their infant1-y, which was promptly_rcpellcd by 
a few shots from our artillery, which fo1·ced them to retire. I liave 
the satisfaction of stating that only two of our men were wounded, 
one very slightly, the other (Colonel Neill, of tlie artiller;) not fa. 

;-nlly. . . . k'· 
The attack ceased ; the enemy retired and formed 1n ti; o. s 11 ~s 

>f timber, and remained in that position, occasionally opeumg then· 
cannon upon us, until just before sunset, when they attempteil to 
draw off their forces. Their artillery and cavalry were rcmovcu to 
other points. Colonel Sherman, with sixty of our cavalry, char~ed 

. . d f l 1 ·ed killin"' and wound.mi; upon theirs, consttihng upwar o one rnnc 1 , " . 
several 'l'beir infantry came to the assistance of their cavalry, a_nd 

' • . fi. ~ t fifteen minutes, which 
opened upon us an mcessant I e 1or en or 

• 
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our men sustained with surprising firmness. Too much praise can 
not be bestowed upon those who were engaged in tliis chal'ge, for 
never was one of equal peril made with more courage, and termi
natecl with less loss. 'l'wo of our men were severely wounded, but 
none killed. 'l'his terminated the movements of the day. 

Early next morning, about nine o'clock, the enemy received a 
n•inforcement of five hunched men, under the command of General 
Martin Prefecto de Cos, which increased their strength to fourteen 
or fifteen hundred men. It was supposed that an attack upon our 
encampment would now be made; and, having a good position, we 
statipnecl our artillery, and disposed of the forces, so as to receive 
tlie enemy to tho best advant11ge. At three o'clock, however, the 
foe, instead of showing signs of attack, was evidently engaged in 
fortifying. We determined, therefore, immediately to assail him; 
and, in half an hour, we were formed in fom· divisions : the first, 
inteuclecl as our right wing, composed of the regulars under Colonel 
Millard, and the second division, under command of Colonel Sydney 
Sherman, formed our left wing. A division, commanded by Colonel 
Burleson, formed our centre. Our two six-pounders, under the com
mand of Colonel Ilockley, Captains Isaac N. Moreland and Still
well, were drawn up on the right of the centre division. The cav
alt-y, u;1der commaucl of Colonel Mirabeau B. Lamar, formed upon 
the right. .At the command to move forward, all the divisions ad
vanced in good order and high spirits. On arriving within reach of 
the enemy, a heavy fire was opened, first with their artillery on our 
cavalry. A general conflict now ensued. Orders were given to 
charge. Colonel Sherman's division moved up, and drove the ene
my from the woods occupied by them on their right wing. At the 
same moment, Colonel Burleson's division, together with the regu
lars, charged upon and mounted the breastwork of the enemy, and 
drove them from their cannon; our artillery, the meanwhile, charging 
up and firing upon them with great effect. The cavalry, um1er Colo
nel Lamar, at the same time fell 0,1 them with great fury ancl great 
:;laughter. Mnjor-General Ilouston acted with great gal11111try, en
couraging his men to the attack, and heroically charged, in front of 
the iufautry, within a fow yards of the enemy, receiving at tlie same 
time a wonncl in his kg. 'l'he enemy soon took to flight, officers and 
all, some on foot ancl some on horseback. In ten minutes after the firing 
of the first gun, we were charging through the camp, aml driving 
them before us. They fled in confusion and dismay clown the river, 

OFFICLl.L CORRESPONDENCE. jQ5 

followed closely by our troops for fom miles. Some of them took 
the prairie, ancl were pursued by our cavahy ; others "ere sl_ ot iu 
attempting to swim the river; and in a short period the sangumary 
conflict was terminated by the surrender of nearly all who were not 
slain in the combat. One half of their army perished; the other 
half arn prisoners, amoug whom are General Santa A.nun ltimself, 
Colonel Almont6, ancl many other prominent officers of their army. 
The loss of the enemy is computed at over six huudl'Cd slain, a:nd 
al,ove six hundred prisoners ; together with n caballada of sever:t1 
hundred mules taken, with much valuable bnggage. Our loss, m 
point of uumbers, is small, it being seven slain and fifte.eu wounded. 

This glorious achievement is attributed, not to snpenor force, but 
to the valor of our soldiers and the sanctity of our cause. Our army 
consisted of seven hundred and fifty effective men. This brave band 
achieved a victory as glorious as any on the records of hi}tory, aud 
the happy cousequo...,ces will be felt in Texas by succeedmg gener
ations. It has savecl the country from the yoke of bonc1age; and 
all who mingled iu it are entitled to the special munificence of gov
ernment, and the heartfelt gratitude of every lover of liberty. The 
sun was sinking in the horizon as the battle commenced, but, at tl'.o 
close of the conflict, the sun of liberty and independence rose 111 

Texas, ne,·er, it is to be hoped, to be obscured by tho clou('.s of des
potism. We ha,·e reacl of Jeeds of chivalry, and perused with a'.·dor 
the annals of war; we have contemplated, with the highest emotions 
of sublimity, the loud-roaring thunder, the desolating tornado, aud 
the withering simoom of the desert; but neither of these, nor all, 

I • • I 'l'I ffi iuspirnd us with emotions like those felt on t_ 11s occasto'.1 . 10 o • 
cers and men seemed to be actuated by a like entlms1asm. There 
wns a general cry which pervaded the ranks-" Remrml,er ilte Ala
mo/ remember La Bullia /'' These words electrified all. "Ou
warcl !" was the cry. 'l'he unerriug aim and irresistible energy. of 
the Texan army could not be withstood. It was freeme~ figlit1'.1g 
against the minions of tyranny, and the result proYed tho mequuhty 

of such a contest. . 
In a. battle where every individual performed his duty, it m1gl_at 

• · .1· 1 a• t' t ' s • but while I do J·u,ticc to all Ill seem mviutous lo t raw c,1s me 1011 , , • 
• l • l cl • t' f tlte b1·averv a 1cl gn llnnt comluct cxpressmg my 11g 1 a 11111·11 10n o J • • 

of both officers and men, I hope I may he indulgerl in thr ~xpres~ion 
of my highest :ipprobation of the cl1ivalrous conduct of 1iI:1.Jol' James 
Collingsworth iu almost every part of the cugagement. Colonel 
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Hockley, ,\ith bis command of artillery, Colonel Wharton, tl1e ailjn

tant-geuernl, 1\Iajor Cook, and, in fact, all the 11taff-officers; Colonel 

Burleson anti Colonel Somervell on the right, Colonel Millnrd in the 

centre, and Colonel Sherman, Colonel Bennett, nnd :'.\Iajor 1Yells, ou 

the left, and Colonel Lamar on the extreme right with tho caYnlry

led on tho charge and followed in the pur,mit with danntle~s braYery. 

All have my highest approbation. With 8uch men, sustained ns we 

shall be by the patriots and lovers of liberty in our mother-country, 

hateful Despofam cnu not find a resting-place for the sole of her 

foot on tho beautiful plains of 'l'exaij ! A volume woul<l not contain 

the deeds of inclividunl dating ancl brn,·e1-y. Each captain has been 

requirecl to make report, nud I hope justice will Le done to all tl1e 

brave spirits who mingled in tLe glorious achievement of ye5tcrdny. 

My aide-de-camp, Dr. Motley, of KcntlH·ky, fell near me, mortally 

woun<led, nnd ~oon after his s11iiit took its flight to j,1in the immortal 

.l\Iilnm and others in n better world. 
I have the honor to be, very re~pectfully, your~, 

THOMAS J. Rt:SK, S:cntary ef ivu, 

P. S.-Since ,vriting the nbove, Genernl Cos hns been brnught 

in n prisoner by our cavalry. '.f. J. Rc:;n:. 

APPENDIX NO. IL 

DOCUl\lE TS 
f'.'ri R'Cl..\TlO~ Tc> 

THE CO~lhlANDEll-lN-CHib:l' OF 'l'HE n.:X.\N AlDlY, 

GENERAL CONSULT ATJON. 

"!'\A:< 1/EI.ll'F. or. At:,;Tlll, No,.e111btr 13, 1836. 

"OF TilE l\l!LITARY. 

A 2 'l'I r-1lnr nrmv of Texns 11hnll consist of one 
" RTICLE . . 1e r ;;• • , , 

. I ·l ·I ll be commander-in-chief of all tho ,orces 
mnJor-gencrn , w 10 s ~a . , . 
cnlled into public service during tho" n'. • . . 

' ., 3 "'lie commandc. r-in-cl11cf of thl' regular atJD) of 
".u.RTICL,·, • ,. • • d l · 

1 11 I 
• !I'd hy tho convention, ancl comm1sij1one >y 

Toxns 8 1a ,e appom 
tho governor." - Joun1al, l'· 48. 

l t t tho expiration of the time for which it ad-
" The 1ouse me a • 

J·ouruecl- • I 1· for 
. b 'Ir E,·oritt they went mto an e cc ion 

"When, 011 motion Y 1' • ' • 

mnjor-gencrul. . 
"'l'ho rule in this case being ~uspcmlecl-

s II s 1•Irctcd major-
" On motion of l\L ,v. Smith, • ous-ro.-; w:' 

general of the armies of 'l'exas."-Jui.r11al, p. 31.i. 

"To Sam Houston, Esquire:- . 
I f TexaR free nnd ~overo1gn : ,v e, 

"IN the name of tho Jll'0 P e O 
• ·' • tr'otism vnlor con-

. l t d liclence 111 )·out pa 1 ' ' 
reposing ~pec1a trus an con 
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dnct, ant.I fidelity do b th t b . ' ' y ese presents const't t d 
o e maJor-genernl and command . . 'I . f I u e nu appoint you 

and of all the forces now raised :~~-c ue o~ the army of Tex,.R, 

others who shall Yoluntarily ofli . th ? lw r~1sed by it, anu of nil 

~rmy, for the defence of the con:~ituti:1: serv1~e and join the saiJ 

1mg e,·ery hostile invasion tl1ereof l and hlJerty, and for repel

full power and authori~y to t ; an< you arc hereby ,·estcd ~ith 

welfare of the service. nc as you shnll think for the good and 

"And we clo hereby strict] cl 
s?l_diers under your comman/ to i~r;:;cn~ require nil officers and 

d1l1gc11t in the excrcitie of ti . d1ent to your orders, and 
" • l I ic1r several duties 

~~11< we< o nl~o en ' • l • 
. • • lJOm an< n•quirc ,·o t b 

tmg the grent tru~t rcpo. d . J n o c cnr<'fnl in cxccn-

d 
sc m you by en . • • • 

or er to be observed in th . ' usmg stnct discipline and 
. d e nuny, nnd that the ~ Ir b 

<'rc1~c ' nml pro,·ided "ith all . . • o < icrs e duly ex-
" And con. ement neeessarie, 

yon arc to r<'gulnte your co d • • ~-
mies ~nd discipline of war ado tecl ; uct m e_very rci;pect by the 

Amenca, or such Ill! may lie ft b y the Umted States of North 
' rea,, er e adopt d b I • 

and punctually to obsen·e and t 11 e y t us government; 

from time to time, as you shall r o -~w such o~ders and dirrctions, 

ment of Texas. ecen e from tlus or a future govern-

" '1'1. us commi~~ion to continue in fo. • 
future government. ice until revoked by this or a 

"Done at San Felipe do .A ·t· 
b 

. 1 Uij m, on the fourte th d 
er, e1g iteen hundred and thirty-five. en ay of Novem-

" p B D "IlENRY Sl!ITII G 
· • EXTER, Secrctan, o" p . . • , ournqr • 

., ti ror1s10,wl Goumm<'nt." 

11 Com,cIL•llAu.., SA,..- F 
" Tim prc.sident [ f ti . • Et.n'E, J.,mu,ry 3, 1836. 

F W o ic council] snlJmitted • 
· • Johnson, for himself ft d I 

a communication from 
nil ot !Cr vohmt ,. 

proceed 18 Matamorn~ . wl11'ch d eers, ,or authority to 
• • was ren and ,,_ d 

mitt<'e on military n1foirs w'tl . .' re,erre to the com-

] 
• 1 1 mslruct1ons t . • 

at t 1ree o'clock " T 1 
° 1 cport tb1s afternoon 

· -,1ourna, p. 247. 

11 C-0UNCIL-JlA11 S p 
"J AlllES Bowrn · • ·' ' AN nn•E, J,.,.,,ary 6, 1836. 

cxl11b1te<l to the conn ·1 d 
m:m<lcr-in-chief of tho c1 or ers from the com. 

army, to proceed ng • . 'f 
look leave of the council C h' d ainst "' ntnmorns, auJ 

or is eparture." -Jo11r,wl, p. 2G5. 

• 
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"Coc:,c11,-II.1Lt., Jami.ary G, 1S36, i o'clod·, P. jf. 

":Mn. HANKS, from tho select committee appointed to "nit on 

James Bowie, to obtain a copy of bis orders,• rcportCll and presented 

a copy of the same, which was ordered to be fileil."-Joumal, p. 266. 

"CocNCIL-IIAU., January '1, 1836, 9 o'elock, A. M. 

" SBCTION 1. Be it resohed, by tho general council of the provis

ional government of Texas, That J. W. l!'annin be and ho is hereby 

appointed and empoweretl as an agent, for ancl in behnH of the pro

visional government of 'l'exns, to rnise, collect, and concentrate. at 

or near tho port of Copano, as convenience and safety will admit, 

all ,olunteer troops willing to enter into an expedition against Mat

amorM, wherever they may be found, at the mouth of tho Brasos, 

cit) of l3exar, or ebewl1ere, whether in 'l'cxas or nrrivin"' in Texas• 

and, when thus collectetl nml concentrated, to report ;ither to th~ 

romma,ul111g ge> rral, or to the gonn1Qr or council, as he may prefer, 

agreeably to the seventh section of an ordinance aml decree, passed 

the 5th of Decemher, 1835, for raising an auxiliary corps to the rrg

ular army ; and to continue to report, from time to time, as the ex-

pedition may progress." 
"SErTIOX 6. nc it farther re.so/red, ~c., Thnt the aforesaid agent, 

J. W. J?nnnin, shall l.,c• authorized and empowered to appoint such 

special agent or agents under him as be shall deem necessary to c11ny 

into effect the ol,jcct of the~e resolutions." -Journal, pp. 273, 274. 

Extract from l~t 11fr,,agt nf Governor Iltnry Smith lo tl1t l'ruiilent and 

,1Itmliers of the Council, January 11, 1836. 

"IF the appointment of general agents with latitmliu11ria11 powers, 

with the power qf substitution, and many other things equally in

consi. tent and 1·i<1iculous, which have been eugemleretl in and ema

nated from your caucuRing, intriguing l.,ody recently, docs not show 

R. want of rOllpcct for my department, and a total neglect of the 

sacre<l oaths and pledges solemnly made by you, I must admit I 

am no judge."-Journal, p. 292. 

"Euc1.rnv1 D&rARTlll"T or Tu:A', SAN F•:t.Jl'JC. January 28. 1836 

"Sm: You arc hereby furloughed until the 1st dny of :March 

next, for the purpose of adjusting your p1-h'ate business, pr<'paratory 

• See Appendix I., ::S-o. S, I'· -15 1 
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to your necessary absence, hereafter, from home, in tl1c country's 

i;crvice. 
"Your absence is permitted in part hy the illc>gal acts of the coun

cil in superseding yo11, by the unauthorizc>cl appointment of agents 

to organize and control tho army, contrnry to the> organic law, and 

tho ordinances of their own body. 

"In the meantime>, you will conform to your instructions, and 

treat with tl1e Inclinn~. 
"Rcspc>ctfolly yours, &c., 

" llENRY S111ITII, Gom11or, ~-c. 

"To General SAM IIouSTON, Commander-in-Cliief <if the Army." 

·• ['< Co,,.n:sTIO>i, FruoAT MoP,'<ISO, 9 o'cloek, Jfarch 4, 1830. 

"TeP. convention met pun;uant to :uljournmcnt, and was callccl 

to orilcl' by the pre11idcnt. 
"iUr. Collingsworth introduced tl1e following resolution:-

" fVl,t•rL'<u, we arc now in n state of rc\·olution, and threatened by 

a large inrnding am1y from the central government of 1\fexico; and 

1rl r:rea1, our pre~<'nt situation, and the emergency of the present 

crisiN, rc>111lt•r it indispensably necessary that we should have nn 

nnny in the fieltl; and where,", it is also necessary that there should 

he one l\ll}>Crior head, or commander-in-chief, an<l a due degree of 

subordination defined, c>stablisll<'tl, aud strictly observed ; therefore, 

"Be it rr~o!rcd, That Gencrnl Sam Houston be appointed major

genc>ral, to be commander-in-chief of the land-forces of the Texnn 

army, both regulars, volunteers, and militia (while in actual service), 

aucl endowed with all the rights, privileges, and pmvers, clue to a 

commander-in-chief in tho linite<l States of America; ancl that he 

forthwith proceed to take command, estahlish headr1uarters, and or

ganize the army accordingly-
" And thnt General Sam llou~ton retain such command until the 

c>lt•ction of a chief magistrate; aml continue in i;uch office, unless 

rn,pen<lcd by order of the government de facto, until tl1e general 

nrgnnization agreeably to the constitution, being always amenable 

tu the laws and civil authorities of the country. 

",vhich was reacl, approved, and adopted, in convemion, at \Vash

i11gt<H1, on the 4th day of ~!arch, A. D. 1~36, and second day of tho 

I udependence of Texns. 
• "RICHARD ELLIS, President. 

"Test., II. S. KE~IIILB, Surt'lar!J '!f I1,c Cunnntion." 

CO?J.M..\NDER-IN-CU!lF. 
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., WA•IIL'iOTOS, March 6, 18Z6. 

. G . z &ni IIot1ston:-
" J[ryor- Tene1 a . . of the 'fexan army, you arc or-

" Sm : As commantler-m-cluef l the frontier as you may 
. . ·r to such p ace on \ 

tlcrcd forthwith to 1epa1 l t ·t~blisb heailqunrtcr~, an< 
y will proceet o e~ " • f 

derm advisable. on . . all officers of the army, 0 

You will reqmrc l t ti· 
owanize tho army. Ancl as it is impo~sib c, n nR 

<' 't to you. I • •u t 
whatever grade, to repo1 . 1 . t of concentration, yon w1 nc 

time, to determine any part~c11 a~~~: occasion aml the best clicla_te.-i 

accorr1ing to the emergenc1t's o . of protecting our frontier, 
• d ment for the purpo:se 

of your own JU g ' £ co•rnti•v 
. b •t • ntere$lB o our ' J • • ,. d , 

an<l m1vanc1ng tho c:s i ma deem iulvbaulc, inform tl11s uo ) ' 
"You will, as often as you y br h of both your nets nn•l 

or such otl1er authority a~ t11<'y may eRta is ' 

the situation of tho army. 
C G"W01t•rH, 

"J AMI·:S OLLI:\ • C ·,t e o11 Military ,ljfum. 
,rt'c· 011t1111 1 

"Clw1rman. <!J 11 
•• }t1CIIAllO :EI,Lll", , •• 

. 1 ,r. t'. Conrmllon. " Pre,u e11I f!J . ti, 

• 
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NAMES, AGF:, PLACE OF BIRTH, AND FOIDJER RESID!'.:NC!!, 
OJI' nIE SIO:<Er.& OF Tllli: 

TEXA...~ DECLA.RA.TIOX OF INDEPEXDENCE. 

Richor·d JWi• . . . . • . . . . 64 
C. B. Ht~wArt . . . . . . . . . 30 
Jame11 Coljjnb,.worth . .. 30 
Edll·in Wall r... .. . . . . :J6 
Aan Bri1:hnm . . . . . . . . . 46 
J. S. l>. Byrom. . . . . . . . 38 
FrM Hui•. . . . . . . . . . . . 5-1 
J. Ant•. l\'a,·ntro ....... 41 
J. B. I3ndgelt... . . . . . . . 29 
W'. n. Lncy. . . . . . . . . . . :!8 
Willi ,m .Menifee. . . . . . . 4c) 
John Fil!her. . . . . . . . . . . 36 
M. Cold well. . . .. . . . . . . 38 
\V. Mntlev. . . . . . . . . . . . 24-
L. D. z.~valn . ......... 47 
Geo!'{(~ W. t-;mylh ...... 3S 
S. Il. I:veritl. . . . . . . . . . :!9 

• R l4tapp.............. 63 
Clo•. W ei;t. . • • • . . . . • • . 3G 
W. B. Sc11t,,..,.. ....... :!fl 
M. 13. Menard . . ....... 31 
A. B. ll11rdin . . . . . . . . . 3s 
,r. W. Bunion . . . . . . . . . ~S 
ThomH G. Gnzel<·y . . . . 35 
It M. Coleman. . . . . . . . :17 
8. C. Rol,ert.son* . . . . . . 60 
George C. Childr,9*. . . 82 
B. Ilar,limun . . . . . . . . . 41 
H. Polter. . . . . . . . . . . . . 86 

MARCH :?, Jij36_ 

rul"c OF BUITIL JO&l!Ell REIIIDEXCC. 

Virginin ... . . . . . . . . . . . Alahsma. 
t>t,uth Cnrolinn........ L,uisiono. 
Ter,n•••ec... .. . . . . . . . . Tenn-ea. 
Virginia....... . . . . .. . .Misaouri. 
Mn8t'nchu,eU•......... Loui,iaoa. 
Georgi& . • . . . . . . . . . . . . Florida. 
Bexnr, Texu, ....... . 
B,-nr, T.xns .. . ...... . 
North Cnrolinn ........ Arkan•n• Territ.ory 
K, ·.lucky... .. . . . . . . . . TenneS11e~. 
Tennc,.we... ... . . . . . . . Al11barna. 
Virginia . . . .. . . . . . . . . . Virgini11. 
K,,ntucky. . . . . . . .. . . . . Misaouri. 
Virginia . . . . • . . .. . . . . . Kentucky. 
Yue ,tan . . . . .. . . . . . . . . Mexico. 
N'or,h Carolina .. . .•... AJ,.l,ama. 
N,-w York ............ New York. 
Vi1·ginin • . . . • . . . . . . . . lli ~uri. 
Tc111,csseo........... . Loui.siana. 
,·irginin . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kentucky. 
t'nnud1\ . . . • . . . . . . . . . . Illinois. 
0 orgh. . . .. . . .. . . .. . Tennet•ee. 
Tennessee • . . . . . . . . . . . Tenneeace. 
,\cw York ............ Loui iana. 
Kentucky . • . . . . . . . . . . Kentucky. 
Xorth Carolina, .. . .. .. Tennmee. 
'reun~ te . . . . . . . . . . . . Tenne8!1ee. 
Tenn~ee • . . . . . . . . . . . Tennc8•ee. 
No1·th Carolina . .... ... North Carolina. 
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l'L\Cf: 01-• CtRllL 

------ 2\l ~ Cnroliua ....... . 
ThomM J. Ru•k • • • • • • • 2S f:n«l:\n,l. . • .. · · · · · · · · · 
Ch11rles ~. Taslor. • • • • • 4o Virgiuin ..... • • · · · · · · 
John S. ltohert., • • • • • • • li3 :-lrotlnn1I .... • • · · · · · · · 
It JIRmilton • • • • • • • • • • 70 )i,-w J,a·sey .. .... • · · · · 
C. )!•Kinney·········· 27 T~nueuee ..... • · .. "· 
A. II. l .nuimcr •••••••• 48 lr•lontl ......... .... . 

,Tomes Power • • • • • • • • • 43 Yil·ginia ..... • · • · · · • · 
Sam Hou&ton • • • • • • • • • :15 Tcnne ,ee . • • • · · · · · · · 
Davie! ThomRS • • • • • • • • 26 1',nu~vlvania . . . • • · · · · 
r: Conrn,l • • • • • • • • • • • • 68 VirgiciiB . . .. . • • • • · · · · · 
Marlin l'orm~r. • • • • • • • 3!! !forth Corohna .. • .. • · · 
F. 0. Legroo,l.. .. .. • .. 28 ~~orp:i~ ......... .. .. . 
S W. Blount.•···· · ··· GO \ irgint,\ .• : ..•. • · · · • · 

.l~me!I G&inea • • • • •• • • • 37 -:,; 0 rth Cnrohnn. • • .. · · · 

W. Clnrk, jr. • • • • • • • • • • 27 Kentucky . : • • · • · · · · · · 
S. O. Pennington······ 31 Xorth C,irohna .. • • • · · · 
W. C. C.:rnwford • • • • • • • St :,.'orth Carolina .. ••···· 
• John Turner•··· · · · ··· 37 Yirginil\ ... , • • · · · · · · · 
n, n. Gc>odrich. • • • • • • • 43 ~onth Carolina ... ••••· 
G. W. Bnrnelt •• • ... • • • 41 T,·nnNSefl ... . ....••.. 
J G Sv. i-her ... • • • • • • • 48 ::-iorlh Carolina . . .... • · 
J~ .~Grime&.·· .. • • ••• 11 Penn~ylvania ... • · • · · · 
::-. Hhon,ls Fisher~ • ·* · · 20 South Cnrolina .. • • • • • · 
Ramuel A. Mnver1ck • • ~7 Georgia . ....... .. ... . 

Geol'!(i"-
~ew York. 
L,uisiona. 
1'io1·1h Cuolina. 
K,·nlucky. 
Tcnu ~e. 
Loui innl\. 
To:nru,ssee. 
T.-n1i(' !lleE". 

P~nn ylvauia. 
Mi••ouri. 
Alnhnma. 
Georgin. 
Loni IRRL 

Georgia. 
,\rknu&as Territory. 
Alnhamn. 
T,nn~s,el!. 
Alnl,nma . 
Mi••i• ippi. 
T .. 110 .. .ssee. 
Alnbnmn. 
P,nu&) lvania. 
Routh Cnrolin~. 
Arkan a,·Terr1lory. 

John White Bo,- tr* • • • 8_1 K~ntucky .... • • • · · · · · 
,ftlme, B. ,v_ood~:,., • • • _____ ......... --~. 

Audrew Br,s<•oo • 1 • • • • 1----- ........ . 
Kentucky. 

.John"'· :\loore* • • • • • • • _____ .. . ..... . 

TbomM Barnell· • • • • • • - D B B Cloodrich, bJ the mem-

l I ed in lh• convention, to r. · 
Tit" 11bove it from a Ft.8.lCtOtlll. furo f 1 

btr• th~mselvet. 
• Not prNCut at tho iigmng. 
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APP ENDIX NO. IV. 

DOCUMENTS 
lN RELA 'l'ION TO TllE 

MASSACRE OF COLONEL FAN.NIN AND ms COMMAND, ON SUNDAY 
MORNING, MARCH 2'7, 1886, AT GOLIAD. 

Extracts from tlte Diary of General Urrea.• 

"JJ1arch 20 ..... The instant the fire was opened, and the move
ment I bad ordered was taking place, the enemy, without offering 
any resistance, raisecl the white flag. I immediately ordered the 
firing to cease, and despatched Lieutenant-Colonel Holzinger, and 
my adjutant Dou Jose Gonzales, to learn the enemy's intention. 
The former soon returned, stating that they proposed to capitulate. 
My reply simply was, that I could accede to nothing else than an 
unconditional surrender, and Senors Morales and Salas hasteuecl to 
co1pmunicate the same to the enemy's commissioners, who han 
already come forth from their entrenchments. Some communica
tions passed; but desirous to terminate the affair as promptly as 
possible, I repaired to the spot, and repeated to tho head of tl1e dep
utation the imp~ssibility on my part, to accede to any other thing 
than a surrender on the terms I hacl already proposed, fceli°ng 
obliged to refuse subscribing tl10 capitulation in three articles, for 
which they asked." 

* The trnnslntions of Urrea'• Diary, nnd 8a11ta Anna'& Ma,.ifesto, ns furuishcd 
by the J)emo,;ratic Review of 1838, nre used in this appendix. 

t 
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T!Le Articles. 

"ARTICLE 1. The Mexican troops having planted their artillery at 
the didtance of one hundred and seventy pace~, and having opened 
their iirc, we raised the white flag, and instantly thei-e came Colonels 
Morales and Ilolzingor, and to them we proposed to surrender at 
discretion, on the terms they should judge suitable. 

".An-r1cLB 2. That the wounded, and that the commander, Fan
nin, be treated with all possible consideration, it being proposed 
that we ~hould lny down our arms. 

"ARTICLE 3. That all the detachment shall be treated as prison
ers-of-war, and placed at the disposal of the supreme government. 

"'rite pl11in on the Coleta river, Between Victoria and La Bahia, 
March 20, 1836. 

".Approved, 

"B. C. WALLACE, JJ!ajor, 
" J . :M. CHADWICK, 

J . W. FANNI!\', Commander." 

[.Ac1ded by General Urrea.] "When the enemy raised the white 
flag, I sent to inform their leader tliat I could admit of 110 other 
terms than those of surrendering at discretion, without any modifi
cation whateYer, as agreed upon through the medium of those gen
tlemen, leaders of tl10 party, therein uamecl.; nor can the other re
quests made by tho subs::ribers to that surrender be receiYed. Such 
was the declaration I before made, which must be complied with, 
since neither can I, nor ought I to graul any other thing. 

"Josi; URREA." 

"Then turning to Fannin and his companion, in presence of Se
nors ~Iorales, Salas, Holzinger, and others, I definitely replietl: 'If 
you ai-e willing to suHender at discretion, the tl1ing is conclmlecl ; if 
otherwise, I will return to my post, and the attack shall continue.' 
Painful to me as was this reply, and desirous as I might haYe felt 
to offer thorn the guaranties which humanity might have 11rcscribcd, 
it was not within the limit of my powers; had it been so, I should 
have guarantied their lives at least, ou the spot. Fannin was ~ re
spectable man, and a man of courage, a quality reciprocally pnzed 
by soldiers in 'the field. Ilis manners conciliated_ my estee~, and 
had it been in my power to save him, as well as Ins compamons, I 
shoultl h,ive felt gratified in so doing. AU the assurance I could 
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make l1im was, that I would interpose in his behalf with the general
in-chief, which I accordingly did, in a letter from Victoria. 

"After my ultimatum, the leaders of the enemy's forces conferred 
together, and the result of their deliberations was to surrender upon 
the terms proposed. They at the same time gave orders to those 
under their command to come forth and pile their arms. Nine 
pieces of artillery, three standards, more than a thousand muskets, 
a quantity of pistols, rifles, and dirks, of superior quality, a number 
of wagons, and a considerable quantity of J>rovisions, together with 
about four lwndred prisoners, remained in the hands of the army, 
among whom were ninety-seven wounded, Fannin and otl1ers of the 
leading men being among the number. I gave orders that the whole 
of them, with their baggage, should march to Goliad, guardetl by 
two hundred infantry, and that such of the wounded as were unable 
to proceed, should be conveyed in carts, wagons, and other vehicles 
found in the enemy's camp. Twenty-seven of their dead, of the 
day previous, were intened, together with eleven of our own. We 
had forty-nine soldiers wounded, and five officers, among whom was 
Captain Ballasteros, severely." 

"ltlarcl1, 21.-At daybreak I continued my march, and at seven 
o'clock took possession of Victoria. 

"JJ[arc/i, 22.-I marched, with two hundred foot and fifty horse, 
to a mountain pass called LM Juntas. Here I met with four men 
from Ward's company, who were in search of provisions, and from 
them I learned that the whole band was in ambu,sli in a neighboring 
wood, I immediately surrounded it, and sent in one of the prison
ers to announce to his leader and companions, that unless they 
surrendered at discretion they would be cut to pieces. M1-. Ward, 
known under the title of their colonel, desired to speak with me ; 
and after a few minutes' conversation, he with his troop of one kun
dred men surrendered at discretion. 

"JJfarclt 23.-ln this place I received advice that eighty-two of 
the enemy had sunendered in Oopano, with all their arms, ammuni
tion, and provisions." 

"To General Urrea, Commander, fc. :-
(Official.] "In respect to tl1e prisoners of whom you speak in 

your last communication, you must not fail to bear in mind the cir
cula1· of the supreme government, in which it is decreed, tl1at 'for
eigners invading the republic, and taken with arms in their hands, 
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shall be judged and treated as pirates ;' and as, in my view of the 
matter, every Mexican guilty of the crime of joining these adventur
ers loses the rights of a citizen by l1is unnatural conduct, the five 
Mexican prisoners whom you have taken ought also to suffer as 

traitors." 

(Unofficial.] "In regard to fo1·eigners who make war, _and those 
unnatural Mexicans who have joined their cause, you will remark 
that what I have stated to you officially is in accordance with the 
former provisions of the supreme government. .An example is ne
cessary, in order tl1at those aclventmers may be duly wamecl, and 
the nation be delivered from tl1e ills she is daily cloomecl to suffer. 

"ANTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

"Gt:NEllAL QoAnn:r~", BF.;JAn, Jlfarch 3, 1836." 

"To General Urrea, fc,:
" Under date of the present, I have stated to th~ commandant of 

the post of Goliad, as follows : -
" •By a communication made to me by Colonel D. :F. Garay, of 

that place, I am informed that there have ~een sent to yo'.t by Gen
eral Urrea, tu:o lw,idred and tliirtyfour pnsoners, taken m the ac
tion of Encinal del Perdido (Coleta), on the 19th and 20th of the 
present mouth; and as the supreme government ~as ordered that 
all foreigners taken with arms in their hands, makmg '".ar npon the 
nation, shall be treated as pirates, I have been surpnsed that ~he 
circular of the said supreme government has not been folly _co~plied 
with in this particular; J tlterefore order, ti.at you should ~ice imme
diate effect to tlte saicl ordi11auce irt r;;spect to alt those for:1g11ers who 
have yielded to the force of a1·ms, having 11ad the audacity to come 
and insult the republic, to devastate with fire ancl swo_r~, a!; h~s 
been the case in Goliad, causing vast detriment to om citizens; m 
a word, shedding the precious blood of Mexican citizens, wh~se only 
crime has been their ficlelity to their country• I trust that, JU ~rpl Y 
to this, you will inform me that public rc11gcance lw,.t been s~1t1.ified 
by the punishment of such detestable delinquents. I transcnbe the 
said decree of the government for your guidance, ancl that you may 
strictly fulfil the same, in the zenlous hope that, for the future, the 

. . ent may not for a moment, be prov1s1011s of the supreme governm , 

infringed.' 
"HuDQUART£R$, B£.JA.Jl, .Marcll 23, l S30 • 

.. AN'l'Oi'ilO LOPEZ DE SAJ\T,\ .ANNA." 
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From the Commandant at Goliad to General Urre i. 

"1n compliance ,~ith the definitiYe orders of his cxcellcr:~y the 
geuernl-in-chicf, which I received direct, at four o'clock to-morrow 
morning the prisoners sent by you to this fortress will be shot. I 
have not ventured to e.xecute the same sentence on those who sur
rendered to Colonel Vara, at Copano, being unacqnainted with the 
particular circumstances of their surrender; and I trust you will be 
pleased to take upon yourself to save my responsibility in this re
gard, by informing me what I am to do with them. 

"Gou.m, .Jfarch 26, 1836:' 
"J. N. DE PORTILLA. 

Further frorn the Diary of General Urrea. 

"1llarcli 24-27.-Those days were passed in necessary regula
tions, in refitting the troops, and in the care of the sick and wounded. 
Ou the 25th I sent Ward and l1is companions to Goliad. On the 
27th, between nine and ten o'clock in the morning, I received a 
comm_unication from Lieutenant-Colonel Portilla, military command
ant of Goliad, informing me that he had received an order from his 
excellency the commander-in-chief, to shoot all the prisoners there, 
aml that he had 1·esolved to comply with the same. The order in 
question was received by Portilla at seven o'clock on the evening 
of the 26th; he communicated it to me the same date, but necessa
rily it only came to my knowledge after the execution had taken 
place. Every soldier in my division was confounded at the news; 
all was amazemC11t and cqnsternation. I was no less strnck to tl1e 
heart than my companions in arms, who stood there the witnesses of 
my sorrow; let one of those present at that painful moment deny the 
fact. More than a hundred and fifty of those who fortunately re
mained with me, escaped this catastrophe, consisting of those who 
had 81trt·endered at Copano, together with the surgeons and young 
men whom I had placed to tend on tlie hospitals, whose services, 
as well as those of many of the prisoners, were very important to 
the army. 

"Thr. melancholy event of which I here speak lias caused a more 
than ordinary sensation, not only among my rwn countrymen, but 
among strangers the most distant from us. ~or haYc those been 
wanting who would fix the fearful responsibility on me, although 
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nothmg could be more clear and unequivocal than my comluct in 
regard to this horrid transaction. 

"Nothing coultl be more painful to me than the iclea of sacri
ficing so many gallant men, ancl particularly tho amiable, spirited, 
ancl soldier-like Fannin. They certainly surrendered in the full 
confidence that :Mexican generosity woulcl not be sterile in their 
regard; they assuredly did so, or otherwise they would have 
resisted to the last, and sold their lives as dearly as po8siblc. 

" Should an attempt be maclc to convict me in another quarter, 
by asking why I did not guaranty the lives of those unhappy men, 
when it was in my power, by granting them a capitulation when 
they surrendered to me at Coleta, my reply woultl be, that it was 
not within the scope of my powers to do so, nor would it haYe been 
honorable to the arms of the 11ation, or to myself. Again, I slwuld 
hare rendered myself liable to a crmrt-martial for so doing, inasmuch 
ns having, on that day, the advantage of the enemy, in both 1111111-

bers and position, I could admit of no other proposition than tliat of 
sm-rcndeiing at discretion, or tryiug the fortune of the field. I feel 
conscious of having acted, in this affair, in such manner as cluty cle
mandecl, and of which the result was not in my power. As to those 
who have presumed to say that I offered guaranties to the party 
surrendering to me, they have i;aid so without any knowledge of the 
facts." 

Extract from t!te Diary of Lieutenant- Coronel Portilla, Com
mandant at Goliad. 

"Marcli 26, 1836. -At seven o'clock in the evening arrived a 
courier extraordinary from Bexar, from l1is excellency General Santa 
Anna, notifying me that the whole of the piisoners who had surren
dered by force of arms were immediately to be ahot, witl1 rcgulatiC\ns 
as to the manner in wl1ich it was to be e..-.ecutecl. I deferred it, for 
both myself and Colonel Gary to whom I communicated it, thought 
of nothing less than such a thing. At eigl1t the rome evening ca1~e 
a courier extraordinary from Victoria, from General Urrea, who said 
to me, among other things, • Treat the prisoners with considcratio~, 
ancl particularly their leader, Fannin. Let them be employed m 
repairing tho houses, and erecting quarters, ancl serve out t~ t!iem a 
portion of the rations which you will receive from the_ m1ss10~ of 
Refugio.' Ilow cru~l is my state of uncertainty, my mmd vacilla-
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ting between tl1ese conflicting orders! I passed the whole night 
restless and uneasy in mind. 

"lliarclt 27.-At daybreak I came to a determination to fufil th 
orders of _his excellency the commander-in-chief, conside1ing him a: 
the superior I ought to obey. I garn or<lers for the whole garrison 
to form, and awaken the prisoners (four bunched and forty-five in 
number), who were still asleep. (I ordered the eighty of the class 
who had come from Copana, to be se1>arated from the rest, inas
much a~ their fate demanded consideration, because, when iuvading 
our terntory, they were not taken with arms in their hands.) We 
formed our~elve~ into three divisions-the first under the orders of 
the first a<ljutant Don Augustin Alcerrica; the second under those 
of Captain Luis Balderas; and the tl1ird, of' Captain Antonio Rami
rez. To these officers I intrusted the execution of the order of the 
supreme government, and of the general-in-chief. It u·as executed. 
A great struggle of feelings among the officers and soldiers-a pro
found silence! S:1d at herut, I wrote to General Urrea, expressing 
my regret at havmg been concerned in so painful an affair. I also 
sent a'.1 official_ acount of what I had done, to the general-in-chief. 
The CJghty prisoners of Copano are still alive, and I asked for in
structions from tl1e general-in-chief as to what was to be done with 
them." . 

Commandant at Goliad to General Urrea. 
"Mv DEAR GENERAL: I feel much distressed at what has oc

curred here;_ a scene enacted in cold blood havu1g passed before 
my eyes which ha~ filled me witl1 horrnr. All I can say is, that 
my duty as a soldier, and what I owe to my country, must be my 
guaranty. llfy dear general, by you was I sent here; you thought 
p1:oper so to do, ancl I remain here in entire conformity to your 
w1Rhes. I came, as you know, vohmtarily, with these poor Indians, 
to co-ope~·ate, to_ the best of my humble means, for my country's good. 
~o man 1s recpured to do more than is within the scope of his abili
ties; and both they and myself have doubtless been place<l here as 
competent ~o :lie znaposes you had in view. I repeat it, that I am 
perf~ctly w1l'.111g to do anything, save and excepting the work of a 
public e.i·ecutioner by J:<'cei\·ing orders to put more persons to death. 
And yet, heing but a subordinate officer, it is my duty to do what is 
commanded me, even thongl1 repugnant to my feelings. 

"I am, geueral, your devoted am1 sincere friend, 

"GOLIAD, JJ[arc/1 2'1, 1886." 
"J. N. DE LA Pon·r1LLA. 
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Extract from the Manifesto of &nta Anna. 

"This last eyent [the surrender of Fa1miu anc1 his followers] has 
been productive of much e\·il to myself, ancl it is theref,ll'e necessary 
that I would make a short digression respecting it. 'l'o iwoid repe
tition, I make this observation. once for a1l-tl1e war of Texas waa 
not only just on t~e part of Mexico, but imperatively cnll~cl for b! 
the undisguised character of the hostility which provoked it. It 1s 

notorious that the soldiers of Travis iu the Alamo, those of Fannin 
at Coleta the riflemen of Doctor Grant, am1 llouston himself nud 
the troo;s of San Jacinto, with very few exceptions, came from 
New Orleans and other points of the neighboring ropublic, exclu
sively to support the rebellion in Texas, haviug had no previous 
relation with the colonists or their enterprises. 

"'l'his country was soon invaded, not by a nation recognised It$ 

sncl1, coming to vindicate rights positive or supposed ; nor yet by 
Mexicans, led away by a political fanaticism to defend or attack the 
public administration of their country; no, it was inva<le<l by inen 
hnnied on by the lust of conquest, with rights far less appa~eut and 
plausible than Oortes and Pizarro_- As for ~ose who. raised t_he 
standard of revolt throughout the immense tcrntory wlnch Mexico 
possesses from Bexar to the Sabine, what name shall I give them, 
or how treat them 1 'l'he laws, ever in vigor, and whose strict ob
servance the govemment earnestly enforces, term them pirates and 
banditti; and the nations of the world woulcl nevec h,tve forgh en 
Mexico had she treated such men with the 1·espect which is clue 
only to the honorable, the upright, the respecters of the rights 
of nations. 'l'ill then [tho massacre at Goliad], I had enjoyed 
among my fellow-citizens the reputation-preferable in my miud to 
that of a brave man-the reputation of beiug humane after victo
ries won. So completely unfortunate was I destined to become, 
that even the solitary virtue, which my bitterest enemies never de
nied me, is now disputed. I am represcntecl as more ferocious than 
the tig<:r; I, who was ambitious to he disliuguislieu l,y nothing ~o 

much a~ l1y my clemency, in a country that Jields to no other 1_11 

lrnmaue ancl generous feeling. 'l'he execution of Fannin and lnK 

followers, is tho ground on which they accuse me of ha\·ing been 
barbarouij and sanguinary ...... Tho prisoners at Goliad stooc.l con-
demned by the Jaw, by a universal law, by the rigl'.t of scll~prote~
tiou, which every nation anc1 every individual CDJoys. They did 
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not surrender under the form of capitulation, as General Urrea has 
shown ; how then could I tum the sword of jnstice from their heads 
without directing it against my own 1 Let it be said (though I con
fess tlmt such is not my opinion) that the law is unjust; yet to im
pute the homicide to the mere instrument, and not to the liand that 
directs it, can there be greater blindness 1 The prisoners were in 
the highest degree embarrassing to the commandant at Goliad; be
fore taking to flight they had set fire to the place; and nothing was 
left us but the church to house tho sick and wounded. 'l'he sole 
security of tLe garrison consisted of 11erpetual Yigilance, being 
greatly inferior in number to the pi-isoncrs; our provisions were 
barely sufficient for om own people; we were without cavalry to 
conduct them as far as Matamoras. All these consiilerations, urged 
hy tlte commandant of tlie place, weighed heavily on my miud, and 
tended to bias my resolution. 

"It has been siiid that a capitulation was made; and although. 
the conduct of General Urrea contradicts the assertion, I addressed 
tlie supreme government on the subject, begging that an inquiry 
might be instituted, to show that neithel' officially nor confidentially 
was any knowledge of the siime communicated to me; that had 
such been the case, though General Urrea had no power to grant 
it, I should have been incluced, on the score of humanity, to appeal 
to the sovereign pity of Congress to deliYer :Fannin and his soldiers 
from death. ·with less motive, and taking advantage of their medi
cal skill, several doctors were saved from death, as well as forty 
prisoners who were employed in the construction of different useful 
things. In fine, eighty-six men taken in Copano were saved, I 
having drawn up a statement, that it appeared certain that they 
never made use of their arms, nor had committed any depi·edation, 
though taken with arms in their hands; and having submitted the 
same to Congress, I entreated their clemency." 

From the Notes of Captain John :Sltackleford. 

"WE then raised a white flag, which was rcsponcled to by the 
enemy. iiajor Wallace was then sent out, together with one or 
two others who spoke the Mexican language. They shortly re
turned, and reported tliat the Mexican general could capitulate with 
tl1e commanding officer only. Colonel Fannin, although quite lame, 
then went out with the flag. When he was about to leave our lines, 
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the emotions of my mind were intense, and I felt some anxiety to 
bear the determination of the men. I 1·emarked to him that I would 
not oppose a surrender, provided we could obtain an lwnorable ca
pi.tulation-one on which he could rely; that, if he could not obtain 
such, 'come back-our graves are already dug-let us all be bu
ried together!' To these remarks tl1e men responded in a firm and 
determined manner, and the colonel assured us that he never wonld 
snnencler on any other terms. Ro returned in a short time there
after, and comm\micated tho substance of an agreement entered into 
by General Urrea and himself. Colonel Ilolzinger, a German, mid 
an engineer in the Mexican service, together with several other offi
cers, then came into our lines to consummate tlrn arrangement. The 
first words Colonel Holzinger uttered, after a very polite bow, were, 
• JVl'll, gentlemen, in eiglit days, liberty and l1ome !' I heru:d this 
dis1inctly. The terms of the capitulation wore then written in both 
the English and Mexican languages, and read two or three times by 
officers who could speak and read both languages. The instnunents 
which embodied the terms of capitulation as agreed on were then 
signed and interchanged in the most formal and solemn manner, and 
were in substance as follows:-

" 1. That we should be received and treated as prisoners-of-war, 
according to the ·usages of the most civilized nations. 

" 2. That private property should be respected and restored ; that 
the side-arms of the officers should be given up. 

" 3. 'I'hat the men should be sent to Copano, and thence to the 
United States in eight days, or so soon thereafter as vessels coulcl 

be procured to take them. 
"4. That the officers should be paroled, and return to the United 

States in like manner. 
"I assert most positively that this capitulation was enterecl into, 

without which a surrender never would have been made." 

"Here let me 1·emark that I have read General Urrea's pamphlet. 
. . . . . On this point, as well as his denial of n.ny capitulation, I 
never reacl a more villanousfalsehood from the pen of any man who 
aspired to the rank of general." - Ib. 

" On passing from one part of their wounded to another, I made 
it convenient to see Fannin, and stated to him bow badly we were 

,. 
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treated. Uc immediately wrot<' to Geucral Urrcn, adverting to tho 
terms of the capitulation, and to our treatment." -.Il,., Jlarcli 23. 

Urrea to Portilla, in a,mrcr to lite above. 

' "TRE.\T the prisoners with consideration, and particularly their 
leader .Fannin.'' - Mardi 26. 

Rem~rk~ on tlie foregoing. 
Tm;; character of Dr. John .Shackleford for trnth ancl integrity i~ 

unquestionabfo. He is su~tained by the statements of others, who 
Run·ived that transaction; he is also sustainetl l,y the circumstances 
themselves. From a careful view of all the facts and documents, 
we arc led to the following conclusions:-

1. Santa Anna is responsible for the ,cvcrnl as,nssinations of pris
oner~, from the taking of San Patricio on the 27th of Febrnary, 1836. 
He ii, al,o responsible for tl1c decree of the )fcxican Congress to 
that effect; for it was notorious, in and out of Mexico, that he dic
tntcd and violated the laws at plcagurc. 

2. The order of the 3d of March, to Urrea, advised him fully of 
his cluty as public executioner. Ho askell for no further orders as 
to the pri~oncrs taken at Agua Dulce, Refugio, or elsewhere. He 
kept no pdsoncrs ! 

3. Urrca's diary exhibits so many falsehoocls, that it utterly dis
credits him. }'or instance, as to the number of his killed and 
wounded at the Coleta, and as to the number of prisoners l>y him 
there taken. 

4. Urrea agreed to the capitulation with Fannin, intending at the 
time to Yiolate it, for which rea~on his intercourtiO was with Pannin 
himself. His force was five times tl1at of !?11nniu, and he feared n 
court-martial if lie adhered to the cnpitulation; aucl he fearecl tlie 
result of II renewal of the hattlc if he did not agree to it. Ilcncc 
trraclir-ry was resortcll to. 

5. The Indian colouel Portilla know for what purpose he and his 
Tndiau command had been sent to Goliad. ao<l wrote to Urrea as if 
tho latter knew. 

6. The diary of Urrea, that of Portilla, and the manife~to of Santa 
Anna, were all manufnctured (lfler the civilized world had pronounced 
upon the atrocity of these a~sas~inations. 
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• t t'al 'lence to ~how tl1at Santa 7 There is very strong c1rcums nn i cv11 
Am;a knew there ha<l been a capit?lation before ho sent thel or~er 

• o c •ircumstance wa~, t 10 vio-to Portilla to c:i.;ecuto tlic prisoners. n c . 
lation of a well-known military rule, in sending the order d1:c~tl;- to 
Portilla, and not to Urrea, one of th~ part!~s tol;1:~a~a~t~1: ::a 
Another was the stl'tcmcnt of Santa nna nmsc • 
known it, l1e• wonlcl have petitioned the Congress, on the score cf 
humanity, and not of good faith. 
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TREATY OF VELASCO, MAY 14, 1836. • 

PUBLIO AGREEMENT. 

Articles of Agreeme,it ent d • Davm G B ~re uito between His Excellency 
• URNET, President of tlte Re bl' 

tlte o,ie part, and His Excel/enc G pu ic of Texas, of 
DE SANTA ANNA, President-Ge,ie; .enera.l ANTONIO LOPEZ 
Army' of Lite ot!ter part: - al-tt~ C!ttef of tlte 1liexica1i 

A~TICLE 1. General Antonio Lopez do Santa 
he will not take up arms, nor will h . . . :A,nna ngrces that 
them to be taken up, againbt tho c: ~xc1c1se his mflu~nce to cause 
ent war of independe.ncc. p p e of Texas, dunng the pres-

AR'flCLB 2. All hostilities between th t . 
troops will cense immciliately b tl I de Ic:x1can nnd Tcxsu , • o 1 on an and w t 

.t1.llT1c-u· 3 Tl O ?if • a er. 
T 

. . • ex1can troops will evac t th • ox11-, 1m~hing to the othc 'd f h . ua e o territory of 
ARTlcLP. 4 Tl M . r s1 o o t e Rio Grande de! Norte. 

' • IO eJC1c11n artny in 't property of any J>Crson witho t I . ' , s retreat, hhall not take tl1c . u us consent and J. ust i a •6 • usmg only such articles b ' n em111 cation, · as may e necessary for ·ts b • cases where the owners ma t b • 
1 

su ~,stence, in 
commander of the arm f Ty no e pre8ent, and remitting to the Y o exas or to the c • • pointed for the adjuijtment of h' omm1ss1oncrs to be ap-
f I 

sue matter~ an account f ti l o t 10 property consumed tl 1 ' ' 
0 

1e va uc 
the owner, if it can be a.,;;or:~~ce where taken, and tho name of 
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ARTICLE 5. That all private property, including l1orses, cattle, 
negro slnves, or indentured persons of whatever denomination, that 
may have been cnpturcd by any portion of the ?ilexicnn nnny, or 
may have tnkcn refuge in the ~aid army, since the commencement 
of the late inrnsion, shall be restornd to the commander of the •rexan 
army, or to such other persons as mny be appointed by the govern
ment of Texas to receive them • 

.AR'l'H l,E G. 'l'hc troops of both armies will refrain from coming 
into contact with each other ; nml, to this end, the commander of 
the army of Texas will Lo careful not to approach within a shorter 
distance of the Mexican army than five leagues.• 

.ARTICLE 7. The Mexican anny ~hall not make any other delay 
on its march than that which is necessary to take up their hospitals, 
baggage, &c., and to cross the rivers. Any delay, not necessary to 
these 1mrpohes, to be considered an infraction of this agreement. 

ARTICLt~ 8. By ex pres~, to lie immediately despatched, thit; agree
ment sl1all he ~eut to General Filisoln, and to General 'I'. J. Rusk, 
commander of the Texan army, in order that they may Le apprized 
of its stipnllltions; and, to this end, they will exclumge <'11gagemcnts 
to comply with the same. 

ARTIC'Lll 9. 'rhat all Texan prisoners now in 11ossc sion of the 
Mexican army, or its authorities, be forthwith released, and furnished 
with free 1,ns•ports to rl'tnm to their homes; in con~ideration of 
which a corresponding number of }Iexic1tt1 iirisoners, rnnk and file, 
now in po,sc!<gion of the go,·e111ment of Texas, ,hall be immediately 
releasccl. The rcmain<ler of the ~Iexican prisoners, thnt continue 
in possession of the government of Texas, to be trc:ttccl with Jue 
humanity : any extraonlinry comforts thnt mny be fumbhecl them 
to be at the charge of tho govcmment of Mexico. 

.\RTIC'LF. 10. General Antonio Lope~ tie Snnta Annn will be sent 
to Vern Crnz, :u1 soon ns it sl1all lie deemed proper. 

The contracting pnrtil•q ~ign this in,trument for the nboYe-men
tioned purpo~c~. by dnplicnte, at the port of Velasco, this tl1e 14th 
tlay of Mny, lS:.lG. 

DAVID G. BURNB1', 
ANT·'. LOPI:Z. DE ::4AX'l'A ANNA. 

J AMJ-'S CoLIX\G~WOllTH, ,"-rcrctary '!f State. 
n~ Ll'Y IlARlllrnA:\'., 8t·crt'(tlf!J 'tfll1e Trm.,ur9. 
P II. GRA, ,o:x, Allor11P!J•Genaal. 

* ~early lhil'ietn anu one aixth milea. 
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SECRET AGREEMENT. 

ANTONIO Lo~Ez DE Sa NT A ANN A, General-in,. Chief of the A •·m.1/ 
of Operatwns, and President of the Republic of Mexicc, be
f~re tlie Government establishrd in Texas, solemnly pledges 
lmn~elf to f u{fi,l lite Stipulations contained in tke Jollowino
Articles, so far as concerns ltimself:- ~ 

ART~CLE l. Ile will not take up arms, nor cause t110m to be taken 
up, agamst the people of 'l'exas, during the present war for indepen
dence. 

Ai_rncu; 2. Ile will give ltis orders that, in the shortest time, the 
lfex1can troops may leaYe the tenitory of Texas. 

ARTICLE. 3: He will so prepare matters in the cabinet of Mexico, 
that the m1ss10n that may be sent thither by the government of 
1:0 xas may be well received, and that by means of negotiations all 
differences may be settled, and the independence that bas been de
clared by the convention may be acknowledged. 

~R'l'l<'LE 4. A treaty of commerce, amity, and limits, will be es
tablished between Mexico and Texas, the territory of the latter not 
to extend beyond the Rio Bravo de! Norte. 

Aa•1·1:LE _5 •. The present return of General Santa Anna to Vera 
Crnz bemg 111d1spensable for the purpose of effecting his solemn en
gagement_s, the go':ernment of Texas will provide for his immediate 
embarkation for srud port. 

ARTICLE 6. 'rhis instrument, being obligatory on one part as 
well as on the_ other, will be signed in duplicate, remaining folded 
~nd. sea~ed w1hl the negotiations shall have been concluded, when 
it ':ill lie restored to his excellency General Santa Anna; no use 
of it to be made before that time, unless there should be an infrac
tion by either of the contracting parties. 

PonT o•· VELAsco, ,lfay tlte 14ll,, 1836. 

AN'l'0 • LOPEZ DE SAN'l'A ANNA, 
DA YID G. BURNET. 

JAMES COLLINGSWORTH, Secretary ef State. 
BAILEY IlAROE~tAl\, Sei·rctary ef the 1'reasury. 
P. H. GnA \'SON, Attonuy-General. 
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Ratification of the Public Agreement by FILISOLA, in accortl
cince with tlte Provision of the 8th Article. 

RIVULET OF MOOERERO. 

ON the 26th day of the month of May, of tlrn cmrent year, Ben
jamin F. Smith, colonel in the army of Texas, and Ilenry 'real, 
captain of tl1e same, having presented themselves in the tent of hi~ 
excellency Vicente Filisola, general-in-chief of the 1\Icxican arm_\· 
of operations, and delivered a paper, which was directed, through 
them, to said General Filisola, by }1is excellency tl1e president-gen
eral Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna ; and Colonel Smith, at the same 
time, m:iking known that he came competently authorized (accord
ing to his credentials, which he exhibited for the purpose, signed by 
his general, 'J'homns J. Rnsk), in order to ratify in his name the ful
filment of the papers referred to, which contain the treaty of armis
tice conc1ncleu between General Santa Anna ancl the government of 
Texas, on the 1,1th instant : in consequence, General Filisola, on re
ceiving thc~(I documents, named, for thf'ir examination and explana
tion with the commissioners, Eugene Tolsa, general of the Mexican 
army, ancl Colonel Augustine Amat, wl10, after having fulfilled their 
commission in the terms specified, informed his excellency ; ancl he, 
after having heard them, agreecl on his part 1·eligiously to comply, 
as far as in the ten articles of wl1icll"it consists, it has reference to the 
army-in the same manner as the general and army of the 'rexans 

are bound on their part. 
Both contracting parties also agreed that some commissioners 

might be uamecl on the part of Genci·al Rusk, who s11oulcl march, 
either with or separately from the 1\Iexican army, with the necessary 
information, in order that they might make proper remonstrance~, 
conformably to what is expressed in the said treaties, with the uu
derstanJing that everything belonging to them, that exists in the 
army of operations, shall be deliYcred to them. And, for the evi
clence and com11liance by both parties, the two belligerent partie,; 
a:;reed to exteml in duplicate the present document with the con:-

mibsioners. 
EUGENE ToLSA, IlENRY '!'EAL, 
.AUGUSTINE AMAT, BEVJA~IIN F. SMITH, 

VICENTE FILISOLA. 

VoL. II.-34 
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GEN. SANTA ANNA TO GEN. SAM H,)CTSTON. 

[ TRANSLATION.] 

0RAZIMBA, November 5, 1886. 
To Ilis Excellency General Sam Houston : -

Mv EsTEEMEO StR: 'l'brough the channel of your commission
ers, and by my conversation with you on the 2d instant, I have 
manifested to you the importance of my visit to Washington city, to 
adopt the most effectual mode of terminating the Texan question; 
and, as lime is passing, without any definite action, when it is most 
precious, I am desirous that you, who are so deeply interested in 
the welfare of this country, should expedite the final determination 
of this question-using, if you should deem it advisable, the follow
ing reasons : -

When tho treaty of the 14th of May was entered into, it was 
based upon the principle that Texas should form an independent 
nation, and should acquirn a legal existence by means of the ac
knowledgment of l!Iexico. But, as that basis has been changed by 
the recent declaration of the people of Texas in favor of annexation 
to the United States of tho North, it appears to me that, by this 
declaration, the question is much simplified ; because, in future, it 
will appertain to the cabinet at Washington to regulate this matter, 
and with whom Mexico will not hesitate to enter into explanations, 
as a definite treaty is desired. 

The mode of effecting tl1is important object, without loss cf time, 
is what I hope to attain by my conference with the cabinet at Wash
ington, at the same time conciliating all interests. Convinced as I 
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am that Texas will never reunite with Mexico, I am desirous, on my 
part, to improve the advantages which may offer, and avoid the sac
rifices which will occur should an imprudent attempt be made to 
reconquer this country, which bas hitherto proved more detrimental 
than beneficial : consequently reducing the 'l'exan question to this 
single point-tlte regulation of tlte limits betu·ee1i tlie United States 
and 11[exico ( al arreglo de limites cntre los Estados Unidos y Jllexico), 
which, you are aware, bas been pending many years, and may be 
fixed at the Nueces, del Norte, or any other boundary, as may be 
decided on at Washington. Thus, disagreeable discussions, which 
might delay the definite termination of this question, or cause a dif. 
ference between two friendly nations, will be avoided. 

'I'liis, in substance, is a plain, safe, and speedy mode of termina
ting this important matter; and, as all are interested, it becomes 
necessary that you facilitate my journey to \Vashington with the 
least possible delay. 

In regard to the stipulation in the secret treaty, that my journey 
should be direct to Vera Crnz, there will be no snrprise when the 
reasons why I first go to \Vashington city are known: and, should 
I be sent the latter rnute, I wonld like that :Messrs. llockley, Pat
ton, and Bee, should accompany me. Should it meet your appro
bation, you can commission them for that purpose. 

I conclude by repeating to you what I have said, both verbally 
ancl in writing-that my name, already known to the worhl, shall 
not be tarnished by any unworthy action. Gratitude is my charac
teristic; so you will have nothing, on your part, to repent. 'l'o you 
I owe my existence, anu many favors of which I am deeply im· 
pressed; and these I will endeavor to reciprocate as they so justly 

deserve. 
I have tho honor to remain 

Your most obedient servant, 
Ai'iTONIO LOPEZ DE SANTA ANNA. 

P. S.-If you have no use fo1· General Jackson's lette1, I will 
thank you to return it by Major Patton. 

L. DE su. A ~NA. 
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KETCH OF THE RI E A JD PROGRESS 
01' TUE DIFY&llJ:'T 

RELlGIOUS PROTESTANT DENO~lNATIONS OF CHRISTIANS 
IN TEXAS. 

PRO'l'ESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH.• 

Pn10R to the yenr 1838, no effectual effort seems to have been 

made Ly the prote~tant episcopnl cliurch in the United States lo 

introduce and establish her polity and worship in a region so recently 

gained from the power of popery. Trne, there had been instances 

of profes.,rcl clergymen speaking in her name; but they were hire• 

li11gs, wlwse voice the sheep knew not. No missionary !ind yet been 

6('nt forth witl1 power from her org:mizetl agencies to gather and 

provide spiritually for tho scattered sheep of her fold who had found 

a home in the young republic. Iler rulers seem hardly to haYe 

awakened to the growing importance of the country. In that yenr, 

however, the Rev. Caleb S. hes, n devoted and faitl1ful preacher 

11ml teacher, nrriYed as a missionary at ~fatngonla, wh('re he soon 

gathered a congregation, ('Stal,lishr.J a flourishing school, nnil hnill 

a church. Ile continued his unwenried efforts until 1849, when ho 

«lied, leaving a large congregation of Christian worshippers ns tl10 

result of liis lnbors. 
In the fall of 1838, another clergyman, Rov. R. M. Ohapmau, wn.3 

• From a ,1atemenl furoiahrd hy r~t.r W. Gray, E,q 
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stationed at IIouston, tl1e sent of government, ns a roi~sionnry. Ile, 

too, was zealous and faithful, but from l1is youth and inexperience 

was unequal to tl1e clemands of his poi;ition. Ile, however, organ

ized a parisl1, nnd officiateu for eight or nine months at Ilouston and 

neighboring places. Early in 1840 his pince wn, temporarily sup

plied by Rev. Henry B. Goodwin, wl10, being on a visit to the coun

try, ncted as i-ector of tho now parish for several mouths, aml vi,ited 

the interior as fnr as Austin. 
In tho spring of 1&10, tho Rt. Rev. Leonidas Polk (now of Lou

isiana), then missionary bishop, in company with the llev. Dr. J>11ge, 

visited mnny of the most prominent point8 between the Trinity imd 

Colorado. Ile mndo a favorable report to tho church, of the pros

pects of tho country, and, in tho genC'ral convention of 1841, urged 

the appointment of a bishop for Texas. In Janunry of thnt year, 

the Rev. Benjamin Eaton was sent out as a missionmy to Galveston 

nud IIouslon. For some time he officiated alternately at the two 

places; but having, in 1842, orgnnizccl a parish and built n church 

at tho former place, he settled there as rector of that parish. 

In the spring of 18-13, the pnri~h at llouston was again supplied 

by the Rev. Chnrles Gillette. lie l1ad been sent as n missionary, 

ancl hy his faithful labors soon gatheretl n strong congregation, and 

erected a church, of which he became rector. 

In 1844, Bishop Polk agnin visited the churches in Texas, ancl in 

the fall of that year again urgecl upon the general convention tho 

importance of ~ending a bishop for tho supervibion of the interests 

of the church in Texas, which was incrcnsing in numLor, and influ

ence. Thi;; measure, which had miscarried in 1841, now met with 

more favor, and "as partially effected by the <:'lection arnl consecra

tion of the Rt. Rev. George ,v. Freeman as missiollllry bishop of 

Arknnsas, &c., " with supervision over the churches in the republic 

'l'exas." Di~hop :Freeman has, nccordingly, visited tho churches of 

Texas annually, aml greatly to their advantage, from the time or his 

appointment. 
During the years 1846, 1847, and 1848, the number of ministers 

was increased by the appointment of three mis~ionaries for Brazoria, 

Washington, aud Snn Augustine and Nacogdoches. 

On the lt;t of January, 18'19, the several churches nnJ 1mrishes, 

representeil by their ministers and lay-delegates, met in co1wention 

at ~fotagorda, in pursuance of tho call of Di. hop Freeman, an!l there 

organized a 1,epamte diocebO under the conBlitution and cnnons of 
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the protestant episc,,pal church of the United States. This organi

zntion was approved, and the diocese aclmitte<l into union with the 

gencrnl convention at its triennial meeting in October, 18.'.i0. At 

the time of this organization there were six clergymen of this church 

in TcxaR, six organized parishes, and three churches built, two only 

of which supported their ministers without aid from tho mi~sionnry 

fond. 
In 1853, there were reported ten clergymen (four more were 

added in 1854), sixteen parishes, four of which are sclf-rnpporting, 

nine churches, nncl five liun<lrcd communicants. O,•er fifte<.'n thou

sand dollars were contributed for church purposes (other th:111 min

i~tcn;' salaries); and there has heen cstablishcil a diocc~an school at 

Anderson, under the control of the com cntion of the churcl1, having, 

by chnrtcr, collegiate powers. .At thii1 school there were, in 1S54, 

one hund1·ed students. 

PRESBYTERIAN CllUROII.• 

Tim presbyterian church cnn hardly be claimed as a pioneer 

church in the occupation of Texas. About the year 1838, tho Rev. 

llugh Wilson arrived in tho new repulJlic. He was among tho first, 

if not the very first, presbyterian minister upon her soil. Ile organ

ized a presbyterian church in San Augustine sl1ortly after his arrival, 

and the year followiug another church at Independenc-c. Ho was 

a single-hearted, laborious, npostolic man; his usefulne~~. sacrifices, 

perseverance, and real worth, place him in an honorable position 

among tho firi;t ministers of tho gospel in Texas. 

A few months later the Rev. Daniel !laker landed as a mi~sionary 

on Galveston island, for which purpose ho had, with the approbation 

of l1is presbytery, resigned the pastoral care of tho church in Tusca

loosa, Alabama. He found in Galveston the Re\'. John M•Oulloch, 

wlio, under great disadvantages, had been preaching as he bad oppor

tunity. At thnt time the morn! foundation of society upon the island 

was just being laid. A sabbath-school had been organized, and was 

in successful operation. ]."or somo weeks, Dr. !laker preached in tl1e 

J>lncc, nml frequently united and conducted public worship at the 

military ~tntion, nnd among the naval forces of tho republic, and had 

tho pleasure to soo 0110 of tl1e soldiers make a profes~ion of religion 

* OIJ achool.-From notes furnished by Rev. Willinm M. Bnker. 
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This is belieYcc.1 to l1nvo hecn tl10 first instance of n profe~s~on or 

r ,,·
011 

ewr made 011 the island. On the Inst ~nbbath of lus ~tar 
re 1.,1 1 • • t 1 ·t ha,· 
there, the sncrnmcnt of tho Lord's supper was a1 m1111s crcc , 1 . • 

•
0

"' been for the fin;t time, administered two weeks bcfor~ by a mm

~ t" f ~nothcr denomination. On this occasion some six or sc,:en 
JS er O 1 r I b r l nccordm .. 
professed converoion, two of whom were pu > 1c Y np izc< " 

to the form of tho 1ircsl>ytcrian church. 'l'hese were the firtit e~cr 

• baptized in Galvc ton. ::-;hortly after l)r. Baker's dep:u·tur<.', n chu1ch 

was orgnuizecl by Rev. John l\l·Cnlloch. . 
l'rom Gah-eston, Dr. Baker yisitetl nml labored m Ilou~ton. !le 

11ml l,een prcc~deil there l1y Re,·. "~illiam _Y. Allen, a pr~shyten~11 
.. t ho hntl been for som11 tune f1nthfully preachmp: tl1e10, 

mm1s er, w k • 
tl1011"h under great discourngcmcnt. l~rom Ilouston, Dr. Bn er vis-

ited Columbia mlll 'Washington. In the latter pince, he found the 

. t t 1 oldin"' court on sabbnth moming ! In the afternoon 
ma;;1s ra c 1 " • 11 tt 1~1 lt 

l t . It l101•·cver the 11lnce or won,lup was we a enc ,-.< • 
Rlll a mg I , • ' f r . 
SCl'111S that, at that time, there wns not a single professor o re cg1?n 
. • I . The Rev R. Alexnuder, n most excellent methodist 
111 t 1e to\\ n. • • 11 b t • t was with 

. . t l 1 been 1wcacbi11g thern occ11b1011n y' u i , 
lllllllS er, 1,ll ' Jl ,r "'. ously 

f 'l'he 11eoplc gt•nernlly were not at n re ,.,1 • 
some oppos1 ion. . ' .· k l In roof of this, "mock 
• 1· d . ~omc wero c:i::cecd111gl Y v. ic et • P . 
me me , • f I t· a shockm,. 

t. _,, ,•·ei·e held At one o t 1cso mcc mg~ • • ., 
Pr11ycr-mee mgti • • • 1 

. .. l ,vhilc the mock-wonhip was gomg on, am one 
acc1Jeut 0CCUll e< • .1 \ er e11CC 

. . k. ~ certain 1•n•acher, anu t ic au • 
half-drnnk was mimic •111g •• • 1 ] • I 
1 whin.., immoderately, it pistol was acchlentally cl1schargc'. •" '.1c • 
ai ~ " , . 11 l. that the features not hnnng tune 

killl•d one ot them-so Mil 1
 <'DY ' • 1 The 

t 
. •l· x he presented the appearance of n lauglung c~rp~c. 1 

O 1 c •1 • h 1 b • witness to t Ill 

beautiful chur<'hc~, now adorning t nt l' ncC', car •• 

hnppy change iu \Yashington. I l 1 There 
' ' h. "' Dr Baker proceedeJ to nt cpcn< encc. • 

} rom Vv ab rn.,ton, • d f A :1 1840 wns orgnn• 
at the Chrisman schoolhouse, on tho 3 o pb11 ' . , 'l' ns h 
' B ti fir t pres ytcry 111 ex • • 
• l the presbytery of rnsns- ic i; • 

izc, cl of Re,· llu"h ".ilsou, presbytery of south .\.labam~ i 
wa~ compose • n b ~ . Jc -~l'Y. Rev W1l
Ilcv. John )l•Culloch, Xcwton pre, ytl'n',: ~" '.',. ' ' •. )lr 

\ I' , or tl1C1 wehtel'II tl1stnct of l CUii<' cc• ' 
li:un Y. Allen, pres iytc ) • 

1 1 ·ch •it Inclcpcn<lcnc11; 
John ~l•Fnrlan,1, rnling ehlcr rnm1 t 1c c 1111 • • L . 

• t . l>ontlm"' mcm e1. 

I RC'. J):micl Boker, pn•scn a~ coin o I l 
am • • . d • I a nt of t ll' r,encrn 

For a tilllc the prc~bytery rcmnmr me cpcn _r cl .-ti ·to Soon 
• 1 St tes hut finally mute "i ' I • 

aijscmbly in the 111
~~

1. aC Bl .. Re,· P. JI. Fnllenwidcr, Rev. 
after this the Rev. "ilham • nu, • 
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J. J. Henderson, and Rev. Francis Rutherford, arrived and united 
with the presbytery. 

In _18.46_ th.e presbyte? ~vas received in connection with the synod 
of M1ss1ss1pp1. In 1850 1t was divided into three presbyteries, for 
the purpose of being organized into a synod of 'l'exas, which met in 
Austin city in 1851. Since then the growth of the church in the 
state has been steady. In 1854 the presbytery of central Texas 
was organized. Churches have been organized and ministers estab-
lished in all parts of the state, and the future opens briglitly. • 

The educational movements of the presbyterian church com
mencecl early. Previous to 1840, Rev. William L. 1\['Calln, a min
!ste1: of the churcl1'. liacl traYellecl extensively over the btate, liaviug 
m new the establ1&hment of a univerRity at Galveston. In 1844 
an institution of learning at Nacogdoches was tRken under the care 
of the church. In 1846 steps were taken to establish an institution 
of a high charncter in western Texas, and Rev. John 1\I'Culloch 
Yisited tlte ,United States a_s agent for it. Iu 1849 Austin college 
was established at Huntsv1lle, through the instrumentality of Dr. 
Baker, nud is now in a flonrishing condition. Earnest efforts arn 
being made to build up another at Goliad. 
. In education, as in the orgnnization of churches, the presbyterian 
mterest may seem slow in its operations; but it is sure. 'l'he de
nomination, li~e the Texas live-oak, gradually, almost impercepti
bly, extends its branches to the light, the nir, and the tlew; but 
it tends t_o a sturdy magnificent growth, whose evergreen-glory, by 
tJ1e blessmg of Goel, knows no alternation of season. 

THE BAPTIST CHURCH.• 

THE first Bnptist minister who preached in Texas was the Rev. 
J~seph Bays, who emigrated from 1\Iissouri, in company with Joseph 
Lmdlcy, and preached on Peach creek, on the west side of the Bra
sos, in 1826. In the latter part of 1827 lie removed to San An
gustiue, where he continued his labors until ho was compelled by 
the Mexican authorities to leave. 

In 1829, Re,·. 'l'homas Hanks, from Tennessee, preached at }fo. 
sos Shipman's, on tho west siae of the Brasos. Here the wife of 
James .A.llcom, a deacon in the baptist church, made a profession 

* Frum o statement furnished by Rev. J. W. D. Creath. 

) 

j 
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of religion. Mr. Hanks yet lh·es in Ilouston county-an old pio
neer, who, h1n·i11g gone forth nt an early day to sratter the seeds, 
has lh·ed to sPc them grow and ripen into an abundant han·est. 

In 1830 anrl 1831, Elders George Woodruff and Rkelton Allphine 
emigratetl to Texas, and immediately commenced prcacl1ing th() 

gospel. 
A number of baptists who had emigratecl from New Tork, estab

lished in 1829, at San Felipe, a sabbath-school-tho first in Texas. 
It was taught Ly 'l'. J. Pilg1·im, now of Gonzalos, but then inter
preter of the Spanish language in Austin's colony. 'l'he same year 
a similar school wns opened at 1\Iatagorda, and tho year following 
on "Old Caney" -all under the auspices of the members of t.he 
baptist church. 

After this, baptist ministers and members came in with the con
stantly flowing tide of emigration, ancl participated with other emi
grants in tho joys mul privations of a new country. 

At this time (1853) thC'rC arc eleven associations of missionary 
baptists, aml abont one hundrnd and fifty cbmches, and a like num
ber of minister8. 'l'he anti-mission baptists have three associations, 
forty chmchcs, nnd a like number of ministers. The oldest of these 
associations is tl1e Union, organized in 1840. It now numbers 
thirty-five churches and one thousnnd seven hundred and eleven 
members. The -first baptist chmch organized in Texas was in 1833; 
the second in 1S34-'35. 'l'he number of communicants in the baptist 
church in 'l'exas is between nine and ten thousand. 

A charter was gra11ted for the Baylor uniYersity, by the Texas 
legislature in 1845. It is locnted at Indepenrlence, and is under the 
control of tl10 baptist church. Its first session opened in July, 1846, 
with twenty stmleuts and one teacher. It has now (1S,53) eight 
professors and one hundred and scventy-fh·e stude1\ts. I has in
vested in buildings ancl an endowment fund, between forty and fifty 
thousand dollars. 'l'hc Re,·. 1\Ir. Burleson is the wo1thy president 

of this institution. 

1\1 ET II ODIS T EPISCOPAL C JIU RO II.• 

'1'11" £rst methodist preacl1er in regular stauiling that vi6ited and 
preacl1ed iu Texas, was the Rev. llenry Stephenson, whose memory 

* :From n stnLemcnt of Rev. Robert Alexnn<ler, 
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is yet ~herishcd by some of the early settlers H 
~eep piety and ardent zeal, and abundant in 1~ . e was a man of 
m Arkansas, Louisiana and 'Tex H bots and usefulness 
R • ' ' ' as. e preached • l • 

ed river county, but then claimed by the Un't d iSntw lat is now 
as 1818. The Rev J p S d 1 

1 
e ' ates, as early 

• · · nee t ien of 1\Iissis • • ~ 
now living on the Drasos fixe ti fi . . s1pp1 cou,erence, but 
1 

' • • s ie rst v1s1t of tl1e Rev M S 
P ienson to Texas proper in 1822 It • . • r. te
wes.'crn Texas until 1824 .A b • . is probable he d1cl not visit 
estant sermon west of the l3. t t at timSe ho preached the first prot
families present Ile I iasos hnodnr an Felipe. 'l'ltere were four 
town of W • l . • a so preac o about tl1e same time where the 

as imgton now f'tands. 
The first camp m et' 1 Id • 

Of S
. • . - e mg ie m Texas was in 1833 ten miles t 
an .ungustme J St 1 ' eas 

sissipp' . t . .) ames ep ienson, Enoch Talley (of the Mis-
1 con e1ence' and Sumner Bacon ti 

occasion. There were about ein-ht ' ~ere ie preachers on the 
fessed • r.,. · 0 Y pei sons lll'esen t ; a few pro-

1 e i.,1on, a church was organized d l ] 
This was the first method'st 'f , h , an a eac er appointed. 
ganized in Texas proper. I ' I not t e first protestant cl1m·ch or-

In 1834 Rev }fr St I his f t , T • • ep ienson was directed to devote one half 
imo o exas and the other to L •• 

a second cam meetiu . ou1S1ana. Tliis year he l1cld 
J. P. Sneed, il111tel g ~n the sam~ place as the first, assisted by 
this meeting th . y, aeon, English, and one other minister. At 

e1e were twelve tents 1 attendance, and twent . , some two mndroc1 persons in 
. y converS1ons. Colonel M•:Y h 

pomted class-leader which d t h fi a on was ap-
sequently lie and hi~ two son~ ! I o pt· ormed with fidelity. Sub
At tl1is camp-meeti~n- a whisk:y1- alw tecame ministers of the gospel 

· l 0 -s 11111 Y was set up but tl d' 
ence, w1t I great unanimity d . . I . ' io au J-

I 
, ro, e t 1e owner with his r 

n the same vear (l834) . ' 1quors, away. 
., a camp-meetmn- was held • A • 

on one of the west branches f L'ttl C m nstm county, 
on the 3d of s 0 I e aney creek. It commenced 

d J optember, under the direction of Rev Il St I 
an . W. Kenney, assisted b Rev Hem , " •. • ep ienson 
There were eight 

O 
. t y . • ) Fullenwider and others. 

1 en conversions and eigl t • • 1 by letters. 'l'liere . '. 1 een Jomec the church 
arc many yet hvrng who dol' I t • 1 

tl1is camp-meetin"'. .Anotl . 1 Id . ig 
I 

m ta king of 
c 1e1 was 10 rn the same 1 • 

quarterly conference organized, of whicl1 Dr w·ir p ace m ~835, a 
secretary, and tlie method' t . _, • 

1 
1am P. Smith "as 

l 
u; ep1scop,u church mem • li 1 regu ar mi~bionaries to Texas •r1. · . or1a zec to send 

' -- ulS was published • It N 
Christian .Advocate and no cl bt JI .d m t e ew York ' • ' on , ca o the attent'o f ti I 
to this field of labor. 'l'h . 

1 
n o 1e c 1nrch 

e revolution, however, delayed efficient 
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action; but in the fall of 1836, a call was made for volunteers. 
Rev. Dr. M. Ruter was the first to urge the importance of the call, 
and tho first to volunteer. Rev. Littleton }'owler and Rev. Robert 
Alexander also sent their names to the board of missions. Dr. Ruter 
bnd been president of .Alleghany college, Littleton }~owler agent for 
La Grange college, and R. Alexander had occupied Nntchcz 5ta
tion. 'The latter set out early in August, 1837, for 'l'cxas, and 
preached as he went, commencing near Gaines's ferry. Ile spent a 
month in the Redlands, organized a circuit and quarterly confer
ence, an<l held a camp-meeting iu tl1e M•Mahon settlement. In 
this he was assisted by the local preachers English, Crawfur,l, J olm
son, and llcury Stephenson, jr. The meeting was interesting, the 
c011gregation showing an intense desire to l1eal' all the preachers 
hn<l to say. During the service the rain foll gently for an hour on 

• the unsheltered audience, yet uo 011e left. .As an eYiclence of their 
cagemess, :Mr. Alexander had been invited to preach at l\fr. llale's, 
a few miles wost of San Augustine. After preaching at some length 
to a crowded house, ho dismissed them, and retired to lie down -
for be was in feeble health, an<l n_early exhausted. In about an 
honr, to hii; sttrprise, 110 was waited on by Mr. Ilalc, and informed 
that tho congregation were waiting to bear another sermon. 

From San .Augustine, RoY. R . .Alcxauder proceeded to \Vashing
ton, whore he found some who held themselves as methodists and 
baptists, lint the population was recklessly wicked. 'l'honce he 
went to Little Canoy and arranged for a camp-meeting to commence 
on the 19th of October. With a few friends he cleared off a place 
in a handsome grove, made a few rough scats of logs and poles, and 
a preacher's stand. 'l'hey J1ad a cheering meeting; twenty or thirty 
professed religion. In the work, :Mr. Alexander was assiste<l by 
Revs. J. W. M•Kenney, A. Roark, and A. J. 1il'Gown, the two lat
ter of the Cumberland presbyterian church. A few days after this 
meeting, Mr. Alexander met his colleague, Littleton Fowler, who 
had been tletaine<l by sickness. Mr. Fowler was a blan<l, affable, 
aml dignified man, and not only di<l hi~ work efficiently, but ga,To 
character and influence to all his plans and operations. Ile was a 
man of strong determination, sanguine, fearless, full of faith and 
zeal ; he was a revivali~t. Among bis alrnndunt labors he raise<l a 
sub~ciiption for a methotlist chmch in San Augustine. On the 17th 
of ,January, 1838, he attended tho ceremony of laying the corner
stone of the building. General Thomas J. Rusk <leli,·ered an ad-



540 APPENDIX. 

dress on the occasion. It was the comer-stone of the first protest
ant church ever erected west of tl1e Sabine. H e continued his 
labors iu Texas till tl1e 2!lth of January, 1846, when he died in 
great peace, leaving the savor of a good name among the early 
settlers of 'l'exas. 

Rev. R. Alexander, afler preaching through middle Texas, ex
tending his labors into Robertson's colony, retumecl to attend the 
Mississip1,i conference at Natchez. At Gaines's ferry l1e met Dr. 
Ruter, superintendent of the Texas mission, just entering the repub
lic. Dr. Ruter was a man of £ne learning, and had left a pleasant 
situation to enter on tlae privations and hal'dships of the Texas mis
sion. The distant spect11tor.may haYC fancied something of romance 
in travelling over the Texan prairies; but to the itinerant, with 
fierce northers, swimming creeks, sc11nty fare, sleeping out of doors, 
with ilie necessity of a sharp look-out for one's horse and scalp, the. 
romance gave place to very soleum reflections. But Dr. Ruter had 
counted the cost, before offeri11g himself for the 'l'exas work. Ile 
made himself at home everywl1ere, antl as he went he preached to 
congregations, or families. In . tho short space of five months he 
had visited the towns and settlements as far as the Colorado. Bnt 
his labors were too great for him, and he fell a martyr at an early 
day of his mission. He was buried on a piece of ground in Wash
ingtou, that he lrnd 1irocnred for the purpose of erecting on it a 
cl1urch. Tbe chmch lrns since Leen built by his grave, and bears 
the uame of the veuernble missionary. 

Dr. Ruter was well known in the United States, and the melnn
choly news of his death aroused a missionary spirit in the methodi~t 
church, which brought scores of her ministry to the great field of 
labor in 'l'ex11s. Thus the work was so extended as to have preach
ing in every settlement. Among these missionaries was Paul Den
ton, a remarkable mau. Left an orphan, and placed in one of the 
most degraded families in Arkansas, he performed the meanest work 
of a servant such as cooking, washing, and scouring. Until he was 
twelve years of 11ge lie was a stranger to a hat or shoes. So s0011 
as he got old enough to see his iguorant antl wretched condition, he 
fled from his oppressc>rs, and wrought for himself. At a very early 
11ge he married; 11nc1 besides the labor of supporting bis family, lie 
learned the alphabet, and then to read. Ile lJeeame a licensetl 
preacher. His powers were unknown to himself as well as to tho 
world, until both were astonishecl alike at his success. l:Ie was a 
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all of ood ersonal appearance, agreeable maru10_rs, and.dignified 
m g t ~ his sermons he rose with his subject: lus figures 
deporlmen • n ·t H's selec 

.. al ch·awn from nature, and always appos1 e. I, -
were 011gm, , 1. t ff hts he seemed 
. f ·ds was the very best; and in us orna e ig . . 

tion o woi . 1 1 Min"'led w1tb Ins 
t t tbe sti-en"'th of the Enghs i anguage. o f 

~:n;;marrery wa: a strength of intellect equal t? tlie in;_r:iau~e of 
1 · b. o t Paul Den ton's first efforts were Ill the e au s o 
ns tsu oTece~~s. but he subsequently removed to the uorthem part 
eas ern " , l • d a company . blic To drive back the savages ie raise 
of the iehpud • . t them In a battle fought with them he was 
and mare e agams • · · ·t to one of her 
killed. Texas has honored his name by givmg i 

northern counties. · d t 
D ber 25th 1839, the Texas conference was orga111~e . a 

On ~cem' ' count Bishop Waugh of Baltimore presiding. 
Rutersv1lle, Fayette y, a· "d a and tlie Eastern Texas 
In 1844 the Texas conference was iv1 e ' .. 

l "d ff 'The following table will exlnb1t the numbers, 
conference m O • 

&c., at the periods stated:-

T EPISCOPAL CJIURCH IN TEXAS. 
STA'rISTJCS OF THE Jl!ETUODIS 

Loctl Miu• 
Yoor. No. M1•mUCri1. i&tA.:n. 

1840 1,853 25 
2,759 36 184.l 

1842 3,698 •10 
51> 1843 4,970 

1844 u,ooo 6-1 

1845 6,62.J. 68 
6,980 ll:I 1846 

125 1847 8,150 
1848 -- -

173 1849 12,15-i 
1850 12,614 188 

21'7 1851 13,:356 
217 1852 14,573 
243 1853 18,316 

lucr\.'l\&C of 
i\lrmberS. 

- --
906 
939 

1,272 
1,120 

534 
865 

], 161 
--
4,00-1 

4.60 
742 

1,21'7 
a,713 

Incrcnse of 
Loe.Min'n. 

-
11 

4. 
15 

!) 

4 
25 
32 
-
48 
15 
29 
-
26 

ll,•marlu. -

Conference divided 

NO r~port from Co n
rn fft·,•nco of Enst.e 

Texllll. 

In the above ta.lile the travelling preachers are not g1ven.h In 
• b .. ·n 1853 about one un-1840 they were about twenty m num er • l . ' b d 

dred and thirty-five. Total members in 1853, mgl1teen t ousa11 

six'l!~u:~~:~h:~~~t~;:~~~ii
0
'~: •.rexas have in their charge the follow-

ing institutions of learning:- W IIalsry president. 
1 Rutcrs\·ille College, Fayette county.- m. , ' ·a t 

• Oh 1 Hill Male and Female lnstitute.-A. Ruter, pre~'. en • 
2. adpe F leCollege Iluntsville.-Dr.Follan~bee,pres1dent. 
3. An row • ema • 
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4. Bastrop Male and Female .Academy.-Mr. Ilancock, 1.nincipnl 

!i. Fowler Institute, Henderson. • 

6. Paine }'emnlc Academy, Goliad. 
7. Young Men's Iligh School, Red River county.-Rev. 1'Ir. 

:M•Keuzie, president. 
8. Cedar Mountain .Academy.-Rev. R. Crawford, principal. 

CUJIBERL.AND PRESBYTERIAN CH"GRCII.• 

T1'.1s c~mparatjvely modern branch of tho church has not be<'n 

wantmg m zeal in the mov('ment toward 'l'exas. As early as 

1 2, , Rc~. Sumner Bacon pcnetrated as far as San f'clipe. Ile 

;vas a n:1tiYe of l\In~sachusetts, hatl scrved his period of enlistment 

m the U11ite I States nnny, and then Lecame a. minister of the .... 0 •-

I I I· • • b " 
pe • n 11~ J0mneJmgs through Texas 110 preached whcre,·er he 

contd. Ile was a man of scrnpnlous l1onesty, of untirinrr energy 

and punctual in nil l1is engagl'mcnts nnd promise~. 'fh~u .... h of ~ 
rough exh•rior, he_ had n. soul of love, and was utterly fcarlcs; of all 

d~ngrr. Ile coutmned preaching in Texas until 1832, when he ob

tamed the nppointmcnt of bible agent. Ile scattered the word of 

God from San Antonio to the Sabine. On one occasion, in the Tan

a~1aw ~ettlemcnt, he was surrounded by a. gang of rowdies, who took 

hun, and proposed instantly to put him to death. Ile asked his cap

to'.·s that the~' should first join him in prayer. 'l'hey refused to do 

tl11s; but wlule be alone addressed the throne of gracn tl c 
·1 w ~, 1 y were 

s1 ent. hm~ he ha_d concludrd they went away and left him. On 

an~ther occn 1011, "'.Jule he was dbtributing the Bible, Colonel James 

Game,. reported him to Colonel Bean, then acting as commimda.ut 

at ~acog~oches. llearing of the charge, he went to see Bean, and 

adnutted it. Bean toltl him to go on an<l distribute as many s 1 
chose, so 110 did not disturb the peace. a ie 

\Vhile Bacon and others W<'rC 1>rcparing to hold a mcetinrr not 

far from Sn~ Augustine, it wns underi,tood tlrnt certain p;'.sons 

would break it ~P· Colonel Bo,, ie, hearing of it, went to tho iilace 

where th<' me<'ti~g was to be held, and making n. sign of the cross 

on tl1e gronnd, mformPd them that he was captain in t110se t 
a 1 ti t ti • I ' par s, 

m . 111 10 mcetmg s 1ould be held. 'l'hey knew Bowie, and the 

meetmg proceeded quietly. 

* from notes furnished L,y Rev. A. J. M'Gown. 
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Ahont tho ) cnr 183:l, Rev. l\Iilton Estill came to Texas, a111l es

t~bli~hed tl10 first church of this or<ler, in Re<l Riv<'r CO\mly-then 

supposc(I to be Miller county, Arknn~as. In lf:36 Hncnn org:111ized 

another clnncl1, in San Augustine county. In the foll of that year 

lie repniretl to the l\Iississ~ppi synod of the Cumberland pr<'sbytc

rian church, and applied for aml obtainell an order to organize a 

presbytery in Texas, so soon as three of their mini,t<'rs wrre pres

ent. On his return }1C organized seYeral churches in rnst('rn 'l'cxM. 

In tlrn spring of 1~37, Re,·s. Amos Roark nml )Htchcll 8mitl1 

came to 'l'exas. In tho winter of that year the firnt presbytery was 

organized, five miles cast of San Augustine. In 183R, R('vs. James 

l\l'Donald, "Milton :Moore, and Samuel ".,.· ·Frazier, came to 'J'exn~. 

The latter, who was chaplain to the Texan Congress, clie,l thnt win

ter. Between 1R38 nml 18-il, a. number of othl'r churches w('re 

organized. l n the last-nametl yl•a1· thrl'e presbytc1·ies were_ fonncc1 

out of 'l'ex:1s 1>re~hytcry. They were callc<l Tatu, Red Jlll'l:r, arnl 

Colorado. 
In the fall of 1842, a. syuocl was organized near Naco:;Joche~, at 

wl1ich Rev. Sumner Bacon pr<'~i<leJ. Shortly af1erwanl thi, gooil 

man died. By the year ls-19, there were ~ix presliytrries in Texas. 

This iuducecl tl10 church cluring tl1at yein- to organize the BrnsoR 

syno<l. In 1853, Brasos synod was clividcd into Brasos nncl Colo-

rado synot1s. • 
At prc~ent (1854) there arc three Rynod~, ten pre~byterrc.~, over 

a hundrecl minister,, aml over four thousnntl commumcaut~. 
This church bas under its patronage Chapel Hill college, in Titus 

county, of which Rev. William E. BMson is prc~iden_t, Seguin l1igh 

school, lately purchased, and some other schools of mmor character. 
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LETTER FR07\I HOVSTON TO SANTA ANNA. 

Ex£Cl"Ttvr DEPADTllEST c 11 
To Tl" p ll . • ' IT1' OF Ot'8TO , .Alard, 21, 1842. 

Mo: -]~c~ triry .Antn1110 Lope: de Santa Anna, President "f .11rxico: 

. r ,xc1U,t.P.:-.T Sm. Yot . • • 
General IIamillon .cl itc • a comm1101cntrnns to Mr. Ree and 

I . l ' • d nt the palace of the gonrnment of :al • 

,a, e •C('n recently prcs('ntccl to m 'noti A • ex1co, 

leisure, I J1n.-e not failecl to :>_ cc. t the 11r~t convenient 

embraced ··11 . 1 nppropnatc my attention to the subjects 

,1 I nn t lC scope of your remark~. 

They wonlil] . inve met n. more ready attention hntl it t b 

a maraudmg incursion made b • iot een for 

le ·s to11 n of R/\n Antonio on J ~ ],IJclx~cn]n fore~ upon the defence-

) l 
• 18 m ia ntct frontier of Te • 

pro ienc ing thnt the force I cl xnq. .up

bnndits and plunderers-co: so~1ed oth~r chnracter thnn thnt of 

-it I l l mnnc c ' as it was by r('o-ulnr officers 

lroc nee, n momentary e •1 " 

of the executive; but as t;, b :x~- e'.~n~, nn_d clninwd the attention 

their retreat h iilln; c n.n its a, e witlidrnwn, rhnrncterizing 

cans, I am lef/n! I . .,e nnrl plunile'.' ns !,as heen usual "ith Moxi

stntion. . e1suro to resume m tranquillity the duties of my 

In reference to yo 1 
Ilamilton I h . . nr co1·rcsponc ence wilh )Ir. Dec and General 

' ft\ c no rcmnrk to make in • ,fi . I 
cations which those entle I! e1cncc tot ic r.ommuni-

of mnkin-- to )"Oll ~]'I men nssumccl the in,li\·icln l n•~pousibility 

" • 10 '<'ry nature of ti • 

fests tl1e fort that it "
11

~ 1 
t d • 1 

10 
cmrespoll(\ence mnni-

mrnt, but reMs sole! . u 'o o~e um_ er thl' _snnrtion of this govem
y pou their nchon as mdiviilun\R II d 

respon~e r<'gnrdl'tl them in the ligl1t • ·l. 1 Lt ' •• n yonr 
111 " nc 1 t cy wero presented 
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to you, it would have supersecleil tho nl'CC•oity oC nny notice from 

me ; hut, as you haYe thought proper lo Jn.ll(l my conduct as an indi

vidunl, and refer l<• transactions connected with this country with 

which I bad official identity-nnd which I also at thiti time posse51l 

-nnd ns you have taken the liberty, to an unwarrantal,le extent, 

to animadvert upon circumstances counectecl with Texns ns a nation, 

I feel myself impcllecl by a sense of tluty to refute a portion of tl1e 

calumnies which you have presented to the world, uuilcr the sane

lion of your official nverment. 
You appear to ltave seizecl upon the flimsy pretext of conlidcutial 

communications, unknown to the officerij of this government, and un

known to the world, until divulged by you, for the purpose of man

ufacturing a capital of populnrity at home, and which yon h:we sub

mitt~d to tho worltl as a manifesto in behalf of whnt you are pleased 

to term the right~ of a great nation," by so many titles respectable." 

1\"hntevcr opinions you mny hn\·e entcrtninml in relation to tho 

difficulties existing hetwcen Mexico nml 'fexaR, can not materially 

vnry th<' facts aml principles involved, nor will they materinlly in

fluence tho decision of mankind upon the justice of our cnusc. 

Decency antl ~elf-respect, at lea~t, bhouhl have induceu on your 

part the 1mrsuit of a course different from tl1at wbich you have 

adopted. Tho abuse and ribald epitliet\ "hich you have ap11lietl 

to the citizens of this country, as well as tho~e of the MiQsissippi 

valley of the United States, arc doubtless cl1aracteristic of the indi

vidual who gave them utterance. ~o far as the people of this coun

try arc concerned, I sliall refer mankincl to n l1istory of facts aml 

circumstances connected with the settlement of the country. I shall 

pass, with slight notice, your rcmnrks relative to the people of the 

United Stntes. So far ao our origin iN connected with them, ancl a 

unity of sym1,atl1y exists, we are 11ro11cl to hnil them ns our kintlre.l 

-kindred in Lloocl, kindrecl in Jaws, kill(ln•<l in nil the ennobling 

nttrilmtes of humanity. They will hear your ill le taunt,; of tlefianco 

with the ~nmc• contempt aml dcrbion that Texans regard your t-illy 

gascon:ule. If they have heretofore sym1,athizeli with u, in onr 

truggle for liberty nml imlcpemlcncc, it wm; from n knowlc1lgc of 

the fact that we hat! hl'cn dcceivetl and oppressed by )lcxico, and 

that the en.use in which we were engage,! wns that of humanity 

struggling against usurpation nnd <lcspoti m. 

The people of 'rexas W('re invite,! to imm\gratc to this country 

for the purpose of enjoying equal rights all(\ constitutional liberty. 

YoL. II.-35 
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They were promised tl1e shielrl. of the constitution of 1824, adopted 
by Mexico. Confiding in this pledge, they removed to the count 
to en_counter all_ th~ p_rivations of a wilderness, under the allurin~ 
1>rom1se of free mstituhons. Other reasons operated also. Citizens 
of the United States l1ad engaged in tlie revolution of Mexico in 
1812. They fougl1t gallantly in the nchievement of 1\Iexican intle
p~nden_ce; ai~d m_any_ of them survive, and to this day occupy the 
s011 winch then· pnvations ancl valor assisted in achieving. On their 
removal here, they brought with them no aspirations 01· projects but 
such as _wero loyal to tl1e constitution of Mexico. They repellecl 
the Indian ~avages, they encountered every discomfort, tbey sub
dued the wilderness, and converted into cultivated fields the idle 
wa~te of tl1is no~•-prolific ten·itory. Their cournge aud enterprise 
achieved that which tl1e imbecility of your countrymen had eithei· 
neglected or left for centmies unaccomplished. Their situation was 
not, however, disregarded by Mexico ; though she did not, 118 might 
have _been expected, extend to them a protecting and fostering care, 
but viewed them as objects of cupidity, and at last of jealousy. 

The Texans, endnriug the annoyances and oppressions inflicted 
upon them, remained faithful to the constitution of :Mexico. In 
1832, when an attempt was made to destroy that constitution, and 
when yon, ~ir, thr~w yourself forward as its avowed clrnmpion, you 
were sustamed with all the fidelity and Yalor that freemen could 
contiibute. On the avowal of you1· principles, and in accordance 
with them, the citizens put down the serviles of despotism at Ana
huac, Velasco, and Nacogdoches. They treated the captives of that 
strnggle with lrnmanity, and sent them to 1\[exico, subject to your 
orders. 'l'hey regarded you as the friend of liberty and free insti
tutions; they liailed you as the benefactor of mankind. Your name 
~nd your actions were lauded, and the manifestations you had given 
JD behalf of the nation were themes of satisfaction and delight to 
the Texan patriots. 

Yon can well imagine the transition of feeling which ensued on 
your accession to power. Yonr subversion of the constitution of 
1824, your establisl1ment of centralism, your conquest of Zncatecas, 
characterized by every act of violence, cruelty, and rapine, inflicted 
upon us the ~eepest a~t~nishment. We realized all the uncertainty 
of men awakmg to reality from the unconsciousness of delirium. In 
sncce,sion came yot!r order for the Texans to surrender their private 
arms. The mask was thrown aside, ancl the monster of despotism 
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displayed in all the habiliments of ~oathsome detestatio~. Then 
was presented to Texans the alternative of tame]! crouchmg to the 
tyraut's lash, or exalting themselves to the attr'.butes of fr~em~n. 
They chose the latter. To chastise them for their presumption, m
duced your advance upon Texas with yom boasted veteran nrmy, 
a force in number nearly equal to the wl1ole population of the coun
try at that time. You besieged and took ~he Alamo-but 1m~er 
what circumstances 1 Not those, smely, which sbould cl1aracter1ze 
a general of the nineteenth century. You assailed one hundred and 
fifty men, destitute of every supply requisite for tl1e defence of the 
place. Its brave defenders, worn down by vigilance and lluty be
yoncl the power of lmman nature to sustain, were at length over
whelmed by a force of nine thousand men, and the place taken. I 
ask yo\1, sir, what scenes followed 1 Were they such as shoul~ 
characterize an able general, a magnanimous warrior, and tl1e presi
dent of a great nation, numbering eight millions of sonls 1 No!
mauliness and generosity would sicken at the 1·ecital of the scenes 
incident to your success; and Ilumanity herself won!d blush t~ class 
you among the chivalric sp~rits of the age o_f rnnclahsm I . T~1~ou 
have been pleased to cla~s m the "succession of your v1cto11es. -
and, I presume, you woultl next include the massa~re at Gohad. 
Your triumph there, if such you al'e pleased to term 1t, was not tl1e 
triumph of arms: it was the success of perfidy! Fnnnin and his 
briwe companions had beaten back and defied you~ Yete:an soldier~. 
.Although outnumbered more than seven to one, their valiant, heart}, 
and indomitable courage, with l1oly devotion to the cause of freedom, 
foiled every effort directed by your general to insure his success by 
arms. He had recourse to a flag of truce; and, when the surrender 
of tlie little patriot-band was secured by the most solemn tl'~aty 
stipulations, what were the tragic scenes that ensued. to Mexican 
perfidy 1 The conditions of their surrende: were subm1tte~ to yon, 
ancl-thou"'h you l1ave denied the f'acts-mstead of restonng them 
to liberty a:cordin"' to the conditions of the capitulation, you ordered 
them to be execut:d, contrary to every pledge given them, cont~ar); 
to the rules of war, and contrary to every principle of humamty • 
Yet, at this day, you have the effrontery to animadvert upon the 
conduct of 'l'exans relative to your captivity after the battle of San 

Jacinto! . • 
You have presumetl to arraign the conduct of the then eiustmg 

cabinet, and to charge it with bad faith ; and, though you are pleased 
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to commend the conduct of th ·11 • father of 'Texas and m If ~ e J ustnous Stepl,cn F. Austin, the 
· ' ' yse , ior acts of generos·t • • 

you, you take much care t . . I y exercised toward 
' o msmuato that we O I 

appreciating your proper mci·its 'l'b n Y were capable of 

d d 
. · at you may no Jong • b • 

uce to m1sco11slrue acts of • er e m-l gene1·0s1ty and approp • t ti 
tie grntiflcation of your self-complacent d' , • • ria e iem to 
you that they were acts of . . 1spos1tion, I will inform , magnamm1ty characte • t' f I 
to which we belon"' Th h 1 1 . ris 

1
c o t ,e nation 

t>' ey ac not nng to d 'tl 
demerits. The perfidy d 1 . 

0 
wi 

I 
your merits or an crue ty which Jiad b • 

ard our companions-in-a ,n did . een exercised tow-

fl 
· ' 1 s not euter mto our cal w t' 

sacri ice would not restore to our II • c a ion. Your 
to our CO\mtJ·y tl1eir service~ Altgl a an] tc lompamons tlieil' lives, nor 
. fl · • · 1oug 1 t 1e laws of w uld 1 
Jnsti ed retaliation by your exe f ar wo iave 
ized the acts of th<' nat·1on • _c1fl1 JOn, ydet it would have character-

, as 111 uence by • d 
and woulcl lmve evinced to th l·' I 1,ass1on au revenge; - fl e wor u t 1at individual J b ., 
m nonce 011 the destinies of 1 

5
, w 10 au an · a peop e, were subicct t tl • • 

impulses of vengeance of ·l. 1 1 d J o 1e ca11nc10us 

S 
' ' w nc 1 you ia so recent! t 

o far as I was concerned i'n p e . y se an example. r servmg ,,0u. )'£ d • 
seqient liberation I was onl . fl d b., I I e, an m your sub-' ' ym uence yco ·d • 
humanity, an<l the establishment of a national :s1 _erati.ons of mer~y, 
"as gratified by your preservation. the m "'c ~1~ctcr. Humamty 
would have justified your role h d I a.,nammous of all nations 
influence was dreaded b th asTe, a t iey known how little your 
M . ' Y e exans. If up 

eXJco, you should have power and . ' . ~n your return to 
pledges you had voluntarily made tom as:i1;pos1tio11 to re_deem the 
ment, of an earnest disposition to see ~h '. as well as this govern
recognised by Mexico, I believed it would e !~dependence of Texas 
peace to the two nations cl'm' . h th have a tendency to restore 

. • ' i lll1s e ago-regate ffi • f 
c1tizcns, and promote th . " su enngs o their e prospenty of both cou t •• I 1 
you were not disposed to redeem the led n ue~. n tie event 
the prosecution of the war b M . p ges thus given, but to nrge 
to mankind that Texans h dy ex1c~ ~gaiust us, I wished to evince 

, • ' 11 maguamnuty resou • d fi 
sufficient to sustain th . ' ices, an con dence ' em agamst all your fofi • ,. ' subjugation. uence m ,avor of their 

Your liberation was induced b • • 
though you tendere<l ple1 d y bpr111c1ples such as these; and 

c ges, ou tless to fac'J't t d ' 
your release ti . . 

1 1 
a e an procure 

. , iey weie received but not 1 
I believed that pledges m d . ' d acceptec as a condition. 

I 
. a e m uress were not bl' 

t 10 mdividual making ti I . o 1gatory upon 
- fl iem i anc if you intcn 1 cl t • 
m U<'nce which you d l . d t e o exercise the 

ec are you would do, that unconditional 

I 
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liberty extended to you would interpose no obstacle to their fulfil

ment. 
Without any advertcnce to any treaty stipulations which you had 

made with the cabinet of 'l'exas, I gave you your entire liberty, and 

safe conduct to the city of Washington. 
You have asserted to the worlu that you have gi\'en no pledge 

whate,·er to the Texan government of your disposition iu favor of 
its separation from 1\!e:icico. That the tribunal to which you have 
appcale<l may judge of the validity of your assertion, I shall submit, 
with tl1is communication, a letter of yours addressed to me at Oolmn
bia, elated the 5th of November, 1836,• after 11iy determination to 
give you your liberty had bel"li communicated. I shall present it in 
the original, accompanied with its translation into English. I will 
abo give publicity to a veto which I communicated to the senate, in 
consequence of a resolution of that honorable body respecting your 

detention as a prisoner. 
You have spoken of events subsequent to the battle of San Ja-

cinto, and endeavor to convey the idea that promises had been 
extorte<l from you "under ilie rifles of a tumultuous soldiery." I 
am at a loss to comprel1end your meaning in tl1is reference. When 
you were brought into the encampment as a prisoner, the day after 
the battle, you were conducted to the presence of tl1e commandcr
in-chief-not amid noise and tumult, nor did any exist. When the 
character of the prisoner was known to the army, much curiosity 
was excited; but there was no menace used, or violence offered. 
You were treated with calmness, and every courtesy extended to you 
that our situation would afford. IIad yon been a private gentleman 
and friend, you could have received no greater facilities than those 
that were e:ii::temlecl to you. As you desired, you were placecl near 
my person, and not sent with the balance of the prisoners. You 
were informed that you could have your camp-bed anc1 marquee 
brought to my quarters, where I lay confined with my wound. You 
were permitted to command the services of your attt>nclants ; you 
were informetl also that your baggage should be selected from the 
spoils taken by the army on the field, which was accordingly done, 
and never h1spected. These privileges were granted by my order. 
Your aide-de-camp, Colonel Almonte, and your privnte secretary, 
were permitted to 1·emain with you in your marquee. A guard was 
detailed for the puxpoije of allaying any apprehensions you might 

* See n trnnslntiou of lhis letter in Appendix No. VI., p. 630, of this volume. 
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have for your J)ersonal safety, and every liberty extended to you 
excepl your absolute release. 

You submitted propositions to me, embracing the questions of the 
recogaition of Texan inde11cndcnce and the termination of our strug
gle. I unequivocally refuse<l the acceptance of any offer upon the 
subject of a treaty-alleging, as reasons, that we had a constitu
t~onal government, and the subject would properly come before the 
c~bi~et of 'l'exas, the members of which would be present in camp 
w1tbm a few days. You urged the fortl1er consideration of your 
propositions upon me, declaring that you would rather enter into 
stipulations with a general of the army than with the civil autl1ori
ties of the cou11try. I positively declined taking any further action 
upon them; and they were referred to the cabinet, on its an-h-al. 
Declining the consideration of your proposals myself, I required you 
to issue orders forthwith, to the general next i.11 command, to evacu
ate Texas with the troops composing the Mexican army, and to fall 
back with them to Monterey. Orders to this effect were issued by 
you to General Filisola, and despatched by an express, which could 
not, however, overtake him until he Imel reached the Colorado, on 
his retreat, conducted in the greatest panic and confusion. Owing 
to his precipitate flight, anc1 your execution of my orders, the l\Iexi.
cans were permitted to leave Texas without further molestation. 

In ~he meantime, General Adrian W oil, of the Mexican army, 
came mto the encampment at San Jacinto, without my knowledge, 
aud not" upon my word of honoi· ;" nor was I apprizecl of his pres
ence until I learned that he, together with his aide, liad been trav
ersing our lines. So soon as I was advised of this fact, I ordereu 
them to my presence, and ha<l them instructed that such conduct 
woul<l not be tolerated, and caused them to be placed under vigi
lance. This reason I deemed sufficient to detain General Woll as a 
prisoner of war. His subsequent conduct to Captain Dimit was such 
as to justify any unfavorable opinion which I had formed of his 
character. Ile had rendered himself so obnoxious to the ru.'lllv that ., , .,, ' 
,rom a desire for his personal security, I did not permit his release 
until he could go in perfect safety. In no respect had the plisoners 
taken on tliat occasion reason of complaint. Their lives were all 
forfeited to the laws of war, conformably to tho precedent which you 
hntl exhiLited. General Cos, who had SUl'renclered, in 1835, a pris
oner of war at San Antonio-where one humlrecl and ninety-five 
'l'e:x:au:; stormed and took the Alamo, with the town, when it was 
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defendeil by seventeen lmndred regular troops of Mexico-was 
a"'ain taken prisoner at Sau Jacinto, after he had violated l1is pa
r~le of honor, by wl1ich he bad forfeited his life to tlie law of arms. 
Yet, such was the lenity of the Texans, that even lte was spared, 
thereby interposing mercy to pre\·ent 1·echunatiou being made for 
the braYe Texans perfidiously massacred. 

From the 5th of }fay (1836), I had no connection with the en
campment, J1or with the treatment which tlie piisoner:, received, 
until the month of October, when I was inducted into the office of 
cliief magistrate of the nation. It is true that you were chained to 
an iron bar; but not until an attempt had been made to release you, 
with your knowledge and assent. A Yessel had arriYec~ at Or~zimba, 
on the Bra.sos, w1iere you were confined. In possession of its cap
tain were found wines and otl1er liquors mixed with poison, fo1· the 
pUl'pose of poisoning the officers auil guard in whose charge you 
were, thereby insuring your escape. In consequence of tlie sensa
tion prndueerl by this ci1'cumstance, you were confined an1l treated 
in the manner you have so pathetically portrayed. . 

,vhile confined by my wound in San Augustine, I learned that it 
was the intention of the army to take you to the theatre of F:muin's 
massacre, and there to have had you executed. Upon tho adver
tisement of this fact, I immeiliatcly sent au cxpresR to tl1e army, 
solemnly protesting against any such act, auil. interposing ev~ry 
possible obstacle against your furthe~· molestation, or any action 
which mi.,.ht not recognise you as a prisoner of war. 

Your 
1
:cent communications have necessarily awakeued acl\·er-

tency to these facts; -otherwise they would haYe rcma!ned . unre
cited by me. Any part which I bore in these ~r1m_sact10_ns_ HI not 
related in the egotistical style of your commumcat10u: 1t 1s ilone 
aloue for tho purpose of presenting the lights of histor!. You have 
soucrht to darken its sl1ades, ancl appeal to the sympatlues, and would 
eon~11and the admiration of mankind, an<l have eYen invoked the 

" prismatic tints of romance." . 
Now the tl'ibuual to which you have appealed will have 1tll 011

-

portuni,ty of contrasting the treat~ent which you and the P_risonei·s 
taken at San J aciuto received, with that of those who ha\ e fallen 
within your power, and particularly thnse perfidiou~ly uetrnyeil on 
a recent tratlincr-cxcursion to Santa},<:. You have encleaYored to 
~ive that expla~ation the complexion of an inrn<ling i~ovcm~ut upon 
the i·ights of Mexico. 'l'o believe you i;erious in the 1tlle display of 
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worcls made on this occasion, would be presenting an absurc1ity to 
the common sense of the age. Your fears may ha'l"e given it a char
acter different from that to which it was entitled. Examine the cir
cumstances accompanying it. It was not an act of 'I'exas; Congress 
liad refused to sanction any enterprise of the kind. A number of 
imlividuals were anxious to open n lucrath e trade-as tl1ey believed 
it would be-with Santa :Fe. Such n. commerce lias been carried 
on for yenrs by the citizen~ of the United State~, from Missouri; 
and the preparntions, connected ,1 ith the fact that the citizens took 
with them a considerable amouut of merchandise, show that their 
enterprise ll"as not one of conquest or invasion. You may allege 
that it l1ad connection with the go,·ernment, from tl1e fact that the 
pre~i<lent identified himself with it, Ly furnishing arms to those con
nected with the project. This may have induced you to character
ize the expedition as yon have in your tirade against Texas. What
ever pnrt the president bore in this transaction was contrary to law 
ancl in violation of his duty. A large portion of tho people or Texas 
were not appri::,;ed of the existence of such an enterprise. You 
doubtless would insist that it had means of offence against Mexico. 
So far as their preparation could give character to the undertaking 
by carrying with them artillery and other munitions of war, it can 
be accounted for most readily. 'fhey had to pass tl1ro11gl1 a. wilder
ness six hundred miles from the frontier of Texas before they could 
reach Santa Fe. It wns reasonable to suppose they would encoun
ter many hostile tribes of Indians; and it was proper and necessary 
that they should be in a situation to repel any attack made upon 
them ; and, as their objects were pacific, they were justified in re
sisting aggression from any quarter. 1'he iustrnctions given to 
them by the J>rcsident did not co11tem1>late hostilities, but that the 
enterprise would terminate without bloo<lsbed or violence. Scientific 
gentlemen from Europe and the United States accompanied them, 
not for warlike purposes, but for the purpose of adding rich stores to 
the trensnry of science. It bad likewise been communicated to the 
people of Texas, that all the inlrnbitants cast of the Rio Grande 
were anxious to e11joy the benefits of our institutions. Yon can not 
allrge that yon were not willing to admit the justice of our claims 
to the Rio Grande, or that you were not anxious to facilitnte the 
objc<:t. Yonr communication to me on that subject is c~nclusive; 
Texan~ were n11prizcd of it from your repeated declarntions to that 
effect, while in this couutry, and on your way to Washington city. 
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At the time the expeaition startea, no hostilities were canieu on 
between this country ancl Mexico. Commissioners from General 
Arista were at Austin at the time the party started from Snnta Fe. 
They were kindly received, and made the most sincere professions 
of amity aud reconciliation with tl1is government. They were 
treated with kindness, and corresponding commissioners appointed 
to General Arista. 'l'o them eYery civility was extenclc,l, aucl thc-y 
were permitted to return without molestation. 'I'his wa~ thr att!
tude of the two colllltrics at tlrnt time. Will yon allege tl1at this 
was not snnctioned by your govenuncut ?-or will you in~ist that it 
was a trick of diplomncy 7 :F'or myself, I would not have hcrn cle
luded by any 11rofessions which might have been tendered to 'l'exas 
by Mexico, when a departure from the most solemn pledges would 
result in injury to the fo11ner, a1ul bene~t to the _Iatt~1-. . 'I'hat th_e 
ministers of General .Arista. plnyed then· parts w1tl1 fidelity to their 
instructions, I have no doubt; and that all the information which 
could be derived, in relation to the trading company, was faithfully 
transmitteu to the government of :lle:xico. Nor do I douht but that 
tlie population of the northern parts of your country, liO ~oon as_ the 
intelligence was received, were thrown into the utmo~t consternation; 
and a nation numbering eight millions of peo11le, inhabiting '· val
leys, monntains, towns, aml large cities," "by so many titles re
speetahle," was convulsed at the apprehended appronch of t!ireo lm~
dred Texan trailers. But what has been the sequel of tlus expedi
tion 7 On their approach to the settlements of the Rio Gramle, they 
obtained supplies from the inhahitants, not as a hostile and mara~1d
ing pnrty, but paiu. a rnlnnble consi<leration for_ every snp1'.lt wb~ch 
they obtained. 'I'hey were met by t11e )Iex1can a11thont1es ~1th 
overtures of peace, assurnnccs of friendship, and pledges of ~ecnnt!, 
provided tliey would gh·e up their nrms, for the 11urpose of trun~ml
lizing the :Mexican popnlntion. Detacher!, a~ the company was, mt~ 
parties remote from each other, ~n_cl tle:mlecl Ly pl~d~es, tl'.ey ac~~u
escerl in the wishes of the authonhes of the counh y , the1 e by ~' '.n
cing to them, that they had no clisp~sition to dish~1:b the tr:wqu1lhty 
of the inhabitauts, and that their ohJ1'cts wC're pac1hc. But 110 s~oner 
"ere they in the power of the authorities, tlrnn they were st'.·1pped 
of their clothi~g, depriYcd of eYerything valuable, treated ~n the 
motit l,arbnrous mannC'r, and marcheil like convicts to the cnp1tal of 
:Mexico. On their route every act of inhumanity, cruel_t~·• nod 
1 t 1 . ced When their sick and helpless cond1t1011 re-ia rec , was evm . 
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lnws to protect thci1· rights; tlieir property is th!'ir own. '.rh!'y do 

not b~w _to the will of a despot; but they bow to the maj!'sty of the 

constitution ancl laws. 'l'hcy are freemen indecil. It is not 60 with 

your_ 11ation; from the nlcaldc to the dictator, all arc tyrants in 

.M ex1co; nml the community is held in bondage, suhjcct, not to tho 

lnw, but the will of a superior, nnd conijncd in hopeless subjection 

to usurpation. 

In an individual so intelligent as yourself, it does F!'em to me thnt 

you hav_e cvin_cNl very bacl taste in adverting to the subject o£ 

slavery 111 t_he mt~ninl affairs of tliis country. Your opinions, while 

h!'re, on tl11s snhJect, W!'re fr!'ely ancl frankly avowed. You then 

belic,·e<l thnt it wouhl be of gr!'at arlvantag<' to )[cxico to introduce 

slave-lab~r into that country; that it would <levelop her resourc!'s, 

• by ennLlm? lier to produce cotton, sugar, nnd coffee, for purposes 

~f <·xport11t1on; and that, without it, she would be S!'riomly retarded 

m he'.· ma~ch to grcntness and prosperity. Your sympathy 11nd 

comm1scrnt1011, at present expressed, are no doubt very sincere; and 

I only regret that they partake so little of consii;tency. You boast 

that l\Iexico gave the noble and illustrious example of emnncipating 

her sl:wes. The fnct that she• has the name of having done so, has 

enabled you to ndd another flourish to your rhetol'ic • but the ex

amination of iifacls, for one moment, will disclose the' trnth. Tho 

slnYes of lllexico, yon say, were emnncipatccl : Did yon elevate 

them to tho condition of' freemen 1 No, you did not-yon gave 

them the 1~~me of freemen, b_ut you reduced the common people 

to tho cond1hon of ~laves. It 1s not uncommon in :\Texico fot· one 

dignitary, upon his hacienda, to control from one humhccl to ten 

thou.and human bc!ings in n state of bonclngc more al,ject and intol

erable _th~n. the ~cgroc. on any cott m plantation iu thi. country. 

If any 111d1ndnal m 1\Iex1co owes but twenty-five cents, tho creditor 

by application to an alcahle, can have laim, with his fnmily decreoti 

to his scrvil-c, and remain in tl111t ~tatc »f slavery until he
0 ls able to 

pay the debt from the wngcs accruing from his labor-after beinrr 

compclle~ to ~ubi;ist his <lcpcmlent family. This you callfreedom: 

nncl grnc1ou~ly bc1,tow your sympathy upon the African race. 'l'he 

abolitionii;t~ of the prcs!'11t clay will not feel that th!'y arc indehted 

to you for your support of their cnusc. llacl some one else tlinn 

the dictator of Mexico, the srH'•styled "Xnpoleon of the West," 

the i;ub,·erl!'r of the constitution of lfi24, the projector of cen

tralism, aml the man who endea,·ors to reduce a nation to slavery, 
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become their aclvocate, they might have been more sC'nsible of 

their obligation. So far as it· increase can be prevented, our con

stitution and laws ha,c presented every obstacle. They will be 

maintained to the letter; and, on account of slavery, Texas will 

incur no reproach. 
You touchingly invite" Texas to cover herself anew with the :\lex

ican flag." You certainly intend this as a mockery. You denied · 

u'I the enjoyment of the laws under which we cnmc to tho country. 

Hor flag was never raisel1 in our behalf; nor has it bl'Oll seen in 

Texas except \I hen displayed in an attempt at our 1;uLj11gation. 

We know your lenity-we know your mrl'cy-we arc ready again 

to test your powers. You have lhrcatC'ned to plant your hanner 

on the banks of the Sabine. ls this done to intimidate us 1 Is it 

done to nl11rm us 1 Or do you deem it tho most successful mode 

of conque~t? If tho latter, it may <lo to amu,e tho people ur

ronnding you. If to alarm u~, it will amuse tlaMc conversant with 

the. history of your 111st campaign. If to intimiclate us, the threat 

is idle. We have desired 11eace-you have annoyed our frontier; 

you have harassed our citizens; you l1avc u1carccrated our traders, 

after your commissioners had been kindly receh cd, :11111 your citi

zens allowecl tho privileges of commerce in Texas 'IYithout moles

tation. You continue nggres~ion; you will not acconl ti- pence. 

We tcill hal'C it. Y Ott tl1renten to conquer Texas; we "ill war 

with l\Ie.xico. You pretensions with ours you have rcforreil to the 

social world, and to tho Goel of battles. ,v e refer our cause to the 

same tribunals-tho issue involves the fate of nations. Dc.stiny 

must determine-its event is only known to the tribunal of 

HeM•en. If experience of the past will authorize speculations of 

tl10 future, the attitmlc of Mexico is more '' proLlemn.tical" than 

that of 'l'exas. 
In tho war which will Le condnctc<l by Texas against )fcxico, 

our incentive will not be n love of conqne~t ; it will be to cfonrm 

tyranny of its power. '\Ve will make no wnr upon :Mexic~n., _or 

their religion. Our efforts shall be made in behalf of the hbcrties 

of the people; nnd dircctecl again~t the authoritirs of the country, 

aml against your principles. We will exalt tho condition _of the 

people to representative freeclom. They shall choosr. tlmr own 

rulers-they shnll possess their property in pence; ancl 1l shall uot 

be taken from them to support an arme<l soldiery for purposes of 

oppressiou. 
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With th<'se principlci. we will march across the Rio Gr:tncl<', antl 

- believe me, ~ir-<'re the banner of l\Iexico 11lrnll trinmplumtly 

flont on the banks of the Sabine, the 'l'exnn stanclar<l of the Single 

Star, borne by the Anglo-Saxon race, shall display its bright folcls, 

in Liberty's triumph, on the isthmus of Darien. • 

With the most 11ppropriate consideration, I hnvc the honor to 

present yon my ~alatations. 
SAlll IlOCSTON. APPENDIX NO. IX. 

LIST OF THE GOV BR ORS OF TEX AS. 

[T111J1 li•l i1 not given as perrect. Many or lhose 11cting as governors, in the 

early hi$lory or the country, were the commnndant.e or the Preaidio or Bexar, 

and officinling ad inltri,n. J 

1.-PRE:-: Cll DOMINATION. 

Robert Cavalier, the bicur de la s~lle .................. ........... .. 1686 

The Sieur Bnrl,ier . . . .. . . . . .. .. .. .. . . .. . . .. .. .. • • • • • .. • • 1687 

11.-SPA:"JISII OO\JINATION. 

Domingo Ternn de Jos Rios (C'onhuill\ and Tens until 1725) •••••••••••• 1691 

Don Martin D'Alnrconne ................................ , ......... 1718 

Mnrq11i1 or !-\nn ~!ig11el de Agunyo ............ ....• .••••• , •••••••••• 1720 

Fern&ndo l'trez de Almaznn ...................••••••••••••••••• , • • 172~ 

Mtlchior de ~fediavilla y Arcona (Texas alone until 1824) •••••••••••••• 1726 

Joan Antonio Bu•tillos y CevaJlos ................................... 1731 

Manuel de Snndoval ............................ •,.,,,.,,,,,,, •, • • 1734 

Carlvs Je Franquia ...................................... , ... • • .. • 17S6 

Prudencio de Oribio de Ba-Lerra .............................. , .... 1738 
1740 
1756 
176t 
1770 

Justo Boneo . . . . . . . . . . . • , •• , , , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Jacinto de n~rrios y Jnurequi ..............• , • • ••••••••••••• • ••• • • 

Antonio de )fortos y N t\Vorrdte .............••••••••••• , ••• , •• , , •• • • 

Juan Mni-i., Bnron de Ripperda ........................ , • , ... , .. , , .. 

Domin~o CabeJlo ................. , ... , ..• •, • • • •• • •. • •., • • • • • •• • • • l778 

Rafael Pacheco ..................................... ..... • ....... • l789 

Mnnutl Munoz ........................•. , , , •• , •• , , , , • , • • • • • • • • • • • 

Junn BRuti,t& Elgueznbal ......................... • • .. • • .. • .. • .... • 

Antonio Cordero ..........•. , ••• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Manuel de Salcedo ......................... •• ...... •· ...... •• .... • 

1790 
1808 
1806 
1810 
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Juan Bauti .LJ\ Casas iusnmed the comm • firmed in the 114me by General Mati:nd ?f the Province, and was con-
t_e~ant.lo, Jnnuary 22........ s X1mene1, one of llidnlgo'1 Lieu

A Sp3n1•h Pro,·isionnl Juntn, unde~ .ti1~-p~. ·: ••••••• •• ••• •••... . ...... 
.Manuel Za111hra110 overthre G •·•1dcncy of the Sub-DeRCon Juan 
de Snlcedo ..... : . . . w overnor CRSa.\ and reinstated Mao 1 

181 I 

1811 
~nlceJ<> killed b I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ue . Y t 18 RepuLlicnn General B . • • • • ·: • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. Texu in a di,organi,ed . c1 onrdo Gut,erret in 1813 
Christ?vnl Domingue;: ..... . ~~~d1t1on until after the Battle ~f llledin•a~nd 
Antomo ~lartinez. • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••• 1813 

1818 ••••••••• •• • ............ 

111.-IIIEXICAN DOMINATIOl\, 
Trespalacios .... 
By the D,·cree of .ti,~ ·s~;;~ • .••• J ••• • • • • • • • • • • • ••••••• th G · eign uni.a of Janu r 18 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1822 e ,overn1nent of tho Pn•l-er C . n y, 22, Texas cnme under 

it remained uutil the ,.;t., ~ • f ':, nphuney-General, in which post" u I I ~ , e o Co.urn,u A • T ,1 ,on 
0 ' ~r lie Constitution of 1s

21_ ~
0 

llAs" was organized 
non Luciana Gnrcia (nclinor) 
Rnfael Gonzales (ad int . " • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••••• v· , Bl erwi-Coahuiln 8 d T • • • • • • • • • • • • 1823 1c.or _nnco_................... n exns united until 18S6) •• :: Jo-6 Mnrin V,e~cn •............... 1824 
J 

· · · · · • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••• • 15•>s o•u llarin Letona •••••• • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Francisco Vidouri • ·,.: • • • • • • • • • • • •....... • • . . . . . • • • • • • • • • • • • 182Q A c· .. 
1 

W Y ,llnseilor (acting) • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••• 1831 '" nr broke out in the State of • • • • ·: • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •. •. 1884 
no1111crd, nod, on the 19th of ,Tuly 1C:3a;,uila n_nJ Texn-. -Snltillo pro-
as Govtrnor. -On the .. 0th f ' • appointed Jf»li Marin Go ·1, · d " O Augu t I bn4 ti rt nr appointe Ju~n Jo 6 ElguezaLnl G • • •• ' ie Party of Monclova lo Sant.a A o,·ernor -The tt 

A 

. . nna, who ordered a new El . • mn er wu referred 
ugustin V lti<en ecl1on. 

H

Re,olutio1~ary C:,~~~il~·,;~~ij X~;;;~Le·r· ;~ • • ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1886 
enry Snuth Prov·.· 1 G • • ••••••• ' tsiona ,onrnor until March 17 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 1835 

1836 •••··•········ .. . 

IV.-lN I>l,PENOEl\T DOMINATIOX. 
Du\'i,l G. Burnet p "d n • ru1 ent (ad;, t • ) ~nrn IIouston. ,. , tn.111 ••••••••••••••• 
:iliral.ieau n. Lamar .. (constitutional) •. ,...... • • • • • • • • • • • •. 
'4am Ilonston ' " - •••••••. : : : : : : : : • • • • • • • • • 
An•on Jones,' ••••••••••••• ............. 

188~ 
1836 
1888 
1811 
1844 

GENERAL INDEX. 

• 

ABD\'crtOS of Capt.sin Dimit, vol. ii., p. t Armijo, Governor, his Conduct, ii., S26. :no. I Armistice between the Pnr1ie1 of Mon• 
Adaee, Miuion of, i., 60; discontinurd, clo,·s and :--altillo, i., 323; propose,\ i., 01; further History, i., 10\l; fipau- by !'\anlf\ Annn to 'l'exn•, ii., 408; pro• inr,ls 1hiwn front, i., 1:11. \ efoime,\ hy Presidentllouston, ii.,40\1; Ac:ua l)ulce. Ihttle of, ii., 8-1.. Correspondence rcl~tin~ to, ii •• 418; Agua).'o, 'Mnr~oi• de. Governor of Con• Instruction• on, ii., 411; ,i1enetl hy hmlt\ nn,1 'Iexno, i., 67; rccon11ntnd• T6xan Commi -io11el'8, ii., 4!!2; rejrclr Colonista, i .. 7 4. ed Ll the l're!i,lent of T.xn,, ii., 41!2. Ahumada, Col. :,\I ,tee,, 111archts against Army, fexnn. oec11pit11 Hen,! of :clan An• the fr Joui.m., i., :!1:1. \ lonio RiHr, ii., 11; Uegnlar pro1,oeed, Al11mo, Hist.ory of thP, i., 107; :-;iege of, ii., 241; atronge Letter from, to l'reai• ii., 76, 211; !\utcs on the, i., 458. \ dent Burnet, ii., 172; })isor,Jers in, All>uqu~r•]UP, Scene .11(, in 1800,_i., l~J- )!, 183; ()0111liti_on in Augn&~ 1836, Almonte, Jnan );., v1s1l.8 T~x 11<, 1., 3:1, ; 11., 191 ; at the Clo!e of I 830, 11., 206; hia View of tho Wnr, ii., 82; n l'ris- furlonghe,l, ii, :!IG; lexican, nt the ooH at Snn ,I cinto, 1i., 146. Close of 1836, i,., 206. Anohuac, Aft'ni1· nt., i., 2\lO. Arre<lon,lo, Oenernl, commanJa at the AnMUl&e l)ouny, nt.ten,1• L11 ~nlle, i., 40. 1311tlle of :,\ledina, i., 1 i4. Andrew a. Richard, kille lat. Concepcion, Artillery, fin,t se•n in T,•xilB, i., 22; the i., 376. "Twin-"-i le1'8,~ ii., 123, 

Anglo-Americru1 Colonie•, l'ro<Jreu of, Atneco ~it.o Hmul, i., 128. i., 9~. Aury, Dvu J.ni~ o,•cupica Galveston Je-
Anncxnlion discnssco, ii., 208; lnst.ruc• lnutl, i., I O; -..J;eu,h of him, i., 181; tioM w Te"au ('l,arge in re.gar I to, snil• to ~,,to lt1 ~lnrino, i., 1~5; puta ii., 345; Lwnght forwl\r,1 1,y United in 11t )h~""ln Bny, i., 193; aaile to StJttea. ii., 4:!3; 'l'r,•aty of, ii., 4:!8; Amelin l•lnn,1, i., llll. reject.<:d by the Unite,! :,itntes s n"t", .A.u lin, City of, aelecteu as the Capit,tl, 

ii., 431; EIT~ct of it, ii., •31; Resoln• ii., 2,3. tion1 o~ r"sae I IJnite,1 tit.ulca Con• Au~tin, John, uef,•111.8 Ug11rtnche1 al v~ greaa. ii., HO. la co, i., \!Qi; ,lies of Chohr11, i., 31~ Apaeh,~, i., 78. Auatin, Mus~, :- ·etch of, i., :.?09; oL-ApodRCa. tho Vic'foy, Policy of, i., 211). u1i11s fi1'ft O,h,ny CoutrMI, ii., 210. Archer, Br.inch 1'., in tloe C<invention Au!tin, ~tPphen P., nJllore& 'l'eU8. i., of16S3,i.,Sli; l'resi,lentoftloeC011• 212; V1 itt<1Mexieo,i.,:!lt: Return aultal.ioD, i1., 12; one of the Com mis· lo the Colony, i., 227; Regn rd for his eioncrs to tho Unite,1 tit at.es, ii., 13. Colonv, i., ll ll; in the l)onvenl.ion .Archive", Puhlic, Remornl of, ii., 356. of 1833, i., 311; fin,~ lnwn-iew wil.h Arkoki,11, f:;p.11,i~h Troops at, i., 128, Uouatoo, i., 3011; sent with the Mc-
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mo1 in! to the S11prc111e Government, 
i., 31:!; hia AJ,icc to he Tc:xnn•, i., 
a 1··1 ; in Prison in ~lt>xico, i., ai:;; r'-'· 
l~n•cd from the Pri,on of the ln,p1i-
1itiut1, i., ~~4.; '\'iuw of~autn A1111n'11 
Poli<•,·. i., ll:.!G; returns from M,•xico, 
i., 357 ; .,J.,etcJ lo tlrn Cornmaud of 
the T,,,nn Army, i. 3C8; invite, the 
Co11,11lt1ttinn to repair lo the Arrny, 
i., 3iO; foten·i,•w with !fouetnn nl 
th~ S,1l1tdn, i., ~72; one of the Com
missioruel'il to lhd Unite,! ktalt"', ii., 
1-1; hul,Ja n Council <>f Wnr ot Snn 
.. \11to11i1,, ii., 16; rt.._i~n• the Com
n11111d, ii., 18; his Advir~, ii., 67; 
kuccea in the UuitcJ ~t-11let1, ii., 17u; 
Heturn lo Tc:i.n~. ii., 161 ; D,•oth of, 
ii., 202. 

.\11 tin, Willinm T., ni.Ja in th., n, cent 
oJJ 8un AnloJJiv, ii., 14; dc,pntche I 
for Artillery, ii., 1 O!I, 11 \I. 

Baker, Mo,.,.Jy, Di!!Or •nnizi"~ ~fo\e111cnt 
or, Ue,•,·ml,~r 19, lb35, i., 40; ordered 
lo ,l,•f,•111) the l'o!la of :-;un Felipe, ii., 
116; rcinforr,ed, ii., 118. 

Bnrbi,•r, the :-,ieur, left in Comuinn.J Ill 
St. 11, runrl, i., a7. 

Iln1·rnd.ia, C:e1101·al, invaJes )Iesico, i., 
21w 

B:111·ngnn, Defont or, ii., 376. 
Harratn,·in, Skclrh of, i., 187; Buccn

nccN driven from, i., I "· 
":nrr,•lt,]) ('., Commieit'lner to (leneral 

Cof, i, 341; AUt:1111,t lo 1 :ike Lim 
,ltul • .,\dvocnte-Genernl, ii., •H. 

trop, }'t·lornal'y, 1 o3~, ii., 262; on Lit.
tie Rinr, ~Inv 27. b3!l, ii., 2C2; with 
the Chcrokc~~. ,Jul) lo, 183!1, ii., 261:i; 
with the ,nmr, ,!uh· 11\, 183!1, ii., :!li!l; 
of Alcnntro, Ocrol;er :!, ll,3!1, ii., :!7:i; 
of :Mornlt•s. Mnreh 16, 18l0, ii., ~SO; 
of ~1ltillo, Octolicr 23, I 840, ii., :!n; 
of Plum Creek, A11gu,t 1 :!., I S40, ii., 
302; oftheR,•,l Fork of 1heColor11do, 
Oclolicr 2-i, 18-tn, ii., :lOI; n~nr J.orP
do, April 7, 1841, ii., 3:!0: of l.ipnn
titl1111, July 7, 18-12, ii., :ltll; or tho 
Snln1lo, Rc1,temher 17, 1842, ii., :!1\1; 
of .Mier, Dtc1·111lier :.!ii 011d :!G, 1842, 
ii., :s62; of the Ilnciendn :--nln,1<>, J,'pl). 
runry 11, 1843, ii., :J7 I ; l.,y l-uinly 
on the !'lain•, ,JuM 20, 1S-13, iL, 402; 
Bird's FiJ?hl, ii., 262. • 

Ilcnles n1ul (:1•n11t, Colony of, i., 317. 
llcn11, I:lli• P., Expedition toT,•xn",1800, 

i., 111; imr,risone.J nL Cliihunh11n, i., 
16G; at Acnpulco, i., 168; Attempt 
lo f';SC.Rpt•, i., J GO; in Cornnu1u1l in 
the Patriot Army, i., !GI; Connection 
with Lofiltl', i., 191; lli<tory ofter 
leaving 1\lcxi,·o, i., :!36; tnkes pnrt 
nt;"nin t. tho F .. e,luurnns, i, ~:,o; Iu
d11u1 At!tul in 'l'cxt1•1 i .. 272; n <'olo• 
nel in ~lexico, i.. :>~7 ; lutluence o\·t>r 
the ludi111111, i., Sr.S ; )ltmoi1· of, writ,. 
ten 1,y llirusdf, i., 40 I ; a1 tt:i,tetl, ii., 
180. 

Ik1ujeou, Cn J ,t.11in,11ccompanies L:1 Salf ,,, 
i., Ill; lhey q1111rrel, i., 17. 

Be,•, B11rnard I~, n<'companie, :-l1111ta Au-
11n lo•~· o•h_i_nglon City, ii., :!04; eent 
to llex1co, 11., 206. 

Bcli.le, W au.I.rings of, i., 70. 
Hcxor, aclecl~cl liy Gon-rnor \'i~~ ns 

the::;., ,t of Govcromeril, i., :!35; Tux
nus 11111r~h upon, i., 3GS; OIJ lteco1·J 
of, i , 8ti2; W orb at ordae<l to lie 
d,•nwl11he,l, Janunry I'/, 1~3v, ii., 68. 

Bir I, Cnpl.ain John, Fight with tho ln
(JionP, Ji., 262. 

Illonco, Governor Victor, annuls J-:,1. 
wnrdod Grout, i., 243; oppose~ tho 
Texan Mt>morinl of J 833, i., :!25. 

Bolivar Point., occuJ•iet! Ly Gen, ral 
Loug, i., 202. 

lattleof !\olau'e l~inr,)ln1ch :!t, 1801, 
i., 111; nt :-; ,litre 1'1 nirie, i., I :;3; of 
Rosalia, Mnr,·h 2q, 1813, i., 16tl; of 
the Aluun, i., Iii; of the :\lctlinn. 
\813, i., 171: ,,f the "Three Tree•," 
i., 107; 11car::-nnf-,LAi11) 31,i.,2 2; 
of 1111,1,lnlupe Znc11tcc11•, i., :l!l3; c,f 
Go111,1les, Octol.,er :!, l ~35, i., 863; 
vf Cone pcion, ( lct.oher !!8, 1835, i., 
ll7:J; c.1IJ,·<l thu "Grn3"•l'i~ht," Ko• 
vember 21i, 183/.i. ii, IS; "' er Hot:-1:'o 
llo,ly, :\11n111Ler ti, IS.l~. ii., ltl; of 
Hefu:,:iu, ltard1 11, I ~s,1, ii., 8S; of 
tho wlet~, .March lP, 1~36, ii., U:!; 
,,fS.111 ,l.u•into, ii., II:!; \\ilh tliu Iii• 
,li.tnll, ~cl\emlu:r tu, I 37, Ji., :!2s~ 
nl .fo,..6 Marin Yilln~••• O\!tolw1· 2ti

1 1638, 1i., !!47; at K1ck.11100 Vilb11;r, 
Octol,1·r 11.i. lb:Jli, ii., 217; with Flo• 
r,s, May 1 -1, 1 sss. ii., 2.;9; with C.1r
dov11, ~lnrch ~U, J 8:lu, ii., ~•H ; with 
the <Ja11111111·he11, F, l,run1·y IS, 183tl, 
ii 26 l ; w it.h the ludiau, alx,,·e Bua-

Ho11eo, l>on Justo, Go,·eruor of Texas, 
i., 63. 

Dur,h~m. J.B., -,nters lhc Aln1110 Jnring 
tho :--1eg<', ii., 70. 

Boundnry lit'tween ~pain nrul Great 
llriL1i11 1,y the Treaty of 17oa, i., 93; 
,rc.t,·ru,,f'l,·xn•, i.,77; ii, 150,313; 
l'1st,·rn of Tex1111, i., 811,102; in 1837, 
ii., 217, 3u7, 3a:!. 

' 



564 GT::NER!L INDEX. 

Co_nhuila nn.J '.J'Hn\ g1~tp ,,r._ i., _23~ ; I ConvPnlion of 1_83!!, ot gnn Fclip~, i., ~ IL• ]'overt\", I., l!M,; l:1nl \\ nr Ill, I., 302; of I 833, I., !HI ; Ill Wn,hinglon 316; J,.,gl,Jnture or, it.s ('orr111,tion 011 the Brato•, 163R, ii., 71 · Delt"ntei: • 1111J E11d, !·• 32:;. . . to, ii., Appe11di-. ~fo. II I., j,. Ill 2~ Cook~. W11l1nm 0., Comm1,is1oner to Con\"Cnla of Queretnro nn,I z~cMectll' l,nntn F(•, ii., :J22. i., IJ..I. • 
Colet", Bnttle of the. ii., 92. Cord~ro, Governor Aulonio, i., 127,129. Co!Jwell, Colonel :\lntthcw, commands Correo Mexicano, Capture of the, i., 356. nt the ~nlndo, ii., ll64. Corre•pondenco c,f tbe Commnnder•in -Coloni•L\ r~comrntn.Jed by De Aguayo, Chief of the Texan Army, in 1885-i., 174; from Cnnery 1"l1111d•, i., 77; '86, ii., Appendix ::0-o. I., p. 446. Tlucala, i., 79; first An~l,h~nxon, i., Co•, Genernl l\lnrtin P., takea pnrt in 212; their Privati<>n, i., 229; Lnw6 tlrn Civil Wur at l\lonclovn, 1. 331 • fav1>rini: thP, i., 2G2; forhiilden from du,peroes the Legitlnture, i., 334'; r.ei: the U01teJ Stntea, i., '.!70. t~r of to Political Cliitf of Bra,os, i Colonizntion Lnw, General, i., 216; of 343; R<hnnce into Texna, i., 3GJ; de'. (."'-Oahuila an,l Texa., i., 233. fenled at San Antonio, ii., 30; reio-C<'.lony, l,roughL to Texne by I.a Sallt, forces Rnnla Anna, ii., 140; caplun-d 1., 1 \I; Fuln ef it, i., 42; Contract, aL San Jacinto, ii., 142; Commi ioo-first, i., '.!10; of Beales anJ C:1111,t, i., ersto, i., 341. 
:n7; l:ontrucl", T~xan, ii., 43n. Council of the lnJiea, i, 61; jenlous of <,,lli111,,.worth,Cnpt., tak• • Golin,1,i.,3R7. the F1·cnch, i., 7-1. 

<.:olliuJ!aworth, ,la111es, Commi~ioner to Council, l'ermnnenl, flrot in Te-.:ns, i., the United Stat.el', ii., I i6; D.i;.alh of, 867; of the l'rovisionnl Government., ii., 230. ,- ii., 1-1; Usurpntion of, ii., 60; Qunrrel Colorndo Ri,·er, ln<linn Xnmo <>f, i., 27. with Governor Smill,, ii., 43, 63; they Columhin, llceting of August Ill, 1833, d~po,e him, ii., 64, 67; of WnratSao i., 334, .Autonio, ii., 10; of War held by Fnn-('ommerce of Texas in 18116, i., 140; in nin, ii., 78; of War hel,1 by ~anta 1831. i., :l:?7. Auna, ii., '7!1; of W11r heh! by llous-Co.mmerdal l'olirt, exclm1ive, of ~p11in, ton on the 2hl of April, ii., 140. 1., !\5, Counties, Creation of, 1i., 7-t. Cornmi ioners lo G08, i., :!-ti. Creek Intlian3 attempt lo settle in Tex-Committee of :-infuLy, first in Texa,, i., a., i., 3:.!8. 
3~7. Crockett, J)ayi.J, arrives at Xacogdo-CoJUmon I~"'"• Provi!ioo for ita Intro- che", ii., 70; killed in the Alamo, ii., S l. duction, ii., '74, 287. Croznt, Grant to, by Louis XlY., i., 47; Compnn.y of the lnJies, i, 66. Surrender of it, i., 66. Concepcion, ~li••ion of, founded, i., 79; Cuernnnc11, Pinn of, i., !lJS. Dnttle or, i., 87!l. CUAtomhousc& iu Texn•, i., 272. (.'<,ngreu, l1e_,icnn Constituent, i., 210; 
firstTcxnn, ii., l!>O; Rdorrn Congre~ 
ii., 340; E.~trn ~ion of June, 1842, 
ii., 361: pa!.'les a ~ocret Act to &ell the 
Nn,·y, ii., 1181; At1-0mpt to ol,tnin the 
Corre!J•111d,•uce of Go,ernnwnt, ii., 
◄ ~-t; ,\fcxirnn, di misae.! by Santa 
A1111n, i., 318. 

C<>n,titution of J 824, i., 200; ita Chnr• 
ncw,1·, i., 2~0; of Goahuila nntl Tcxn , 
i., 252; of 1824, rein•t11le<l l,y ~antn 
Anun iu 18'!!!, i., 30;1; of the lfr•pul,lic 
1,f Tt.•XR.~, ii., 73. 

C1111sultn1ion, Gcnernl, Origin of, i., :J5-t; 
111et October 16, 18:l:,, nu,I n,ljourned, 
i .. !l7o; rcns,,•mblcd nt l-nn l'elipe, 
• uv11111b<>r 1, 1835, ii., I I; adjourned, 
to meet at W ubington, March l, 1836, 
Ii, Ia. 

D' Alnrconne, Governor of Texa•, i., 68. 
D11ngerfi.ld, W. 11, Commiasioncr to 

the U nitcd '-tn la, ii., 35t. 
Da, cnpor_t, Snn,uel, Spaui~h Indian 

.A~cnt, 1., 163. 
Dan•, Adjutnnt-Oencral Jnmr", in com

rnnnd on the ~ uert , ii., 31>6 ; at the 
Battle of Lipnntitl&n ii., 3ul. 

nnuon, Cnptain nnd C.,mpnn,·, killed 
at the gaJado, ii., 365. • 

Daw6on, f're<lerick, Gontrnct with for 
Xnvy, ii., 243. 

De Ayllon._ Voynge of, i., 31. 
Debt, l'ul,hc, ii., 19i, ~18, 2◄ll, 281, 333. 
Decl11rntio11 of A,lher~nce to 1hr Von• 

•titntion of 182-t, ii .. 1:.!; of lndcpen
deuce, ut Golin,l, ii., 47; 1,y Lhe Con 
veotion of March, 1836, ii., 'ii. 
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. Ex ,edition to I Eni", Rich111 d, Pre•i<lenL of the Convcn• De Leon, Captam Alonzo, I Lion of 1836, ii., 71. . • Texns, i., •U._ • • 23-1. E,ul'rceurio", l'rovi.iona for, _I·, 21, ... De J,.,on, ~!nrt111, Empre•ar10, 1., • Euemy, Attempt to draw 1nm out, 11., De Leon, \i oyage of, •·• SI. S A . 112 . Po-ition of th~, on lhe 15th of Delga<lo, Colontl, ex~cuteJ at an n A u·il I 836, ii., 112 . 
tonio, i., 161; Veni:ennce taken l,y Env;h.11: Ca1,tai11 lleorge, comma.~d~ a bis &n, i., l6l!. . Cumpnn~- from EMtern T.x&", 11-, .I. De N ai·vue7., Voyage of, 1·, 31. . th ~·•·an• MuJor Ma•tcr of Ordnaoc•, ahot l'ed aecular1zes e r.. • ' . . 1 De :Kavu, Don ro, iu U,e Al11mo, 11., 6 • .. •

9 w .. ion•, i., I ~R_. . th D" &&ion F..xchequer-Bills, Worlh of,:!·• 3~S, S~
5

: De Oni•, Ba<l } ,11th !n 8 iscu Exp«htion of Lieuteuant I !ke, !:• ~ • : with J. Q. A,lams, ,., S~- .. 24 lo 1:-•nln Fe, ii., 231; to ~li•r, 11., 370 ' De&cent upon Snn A~,t~nio, 11·• • of Colonel Snively, ii., :!99. De &,to Yoyno?e of, 1., 31. . 
De~poti:11, organized by :-;~nta Anno, •·• 

36~ 11 • 43 
Fnlcon Miguel, appointed Go,ernor \,y 

S.mta Ann", i., 3:18. . De Toot i, in &arch of Lt\.Sn_ !• '-, i;, 
De Ullon, Gev~~nor of Cou1•rn11a, • 

Fnunin and Bowie, orJereJ to examine 
.tructious lo, 1., \l5. . . q

31 l)e Witt, Green, 1:m1•_re.•1mo, L, •.•• 81 
Dicki11•011,)lre.,~1n·~~ Ill ~heAlnm~~~ nt. 

the )li"-<inn11, i., !17 I. . . 
Fnnuiu, J. W., ni,pointeJ to raise SUJ>· 

pli~ ii., 42; orJere.l to Velueo, JI., 
U. II , ,ointe,l ".Agent" to 111n!·eh on 4 , 11 •• 61 . Prodarnal1uD of, :1,lal~111or&a, IL, ' . .. 7::,. •• 60 . Attempt to ai<l Trnvl", _11-, •• • 

l)i111it., Captain Pl11hp, Ill COIIIII~ ~ D 
(' 1· l ii 12. m·.Jered to ra1ie e ,o in< • ., .• ' ' . I • l'n1iture nod for B,,ar, 11., 6U' II~ 

_Dent h, ii., 3 ~ 9. . in Texas, ii., 409. Diplomncv, )l)bter1011s, .. 
13

,, 
D ffoei.o:J Pcr•o11a on the 0.>R•t, 11., f •· 
n:"a.u-111111,; the Jnhnbitaol$, Decree ur, 

i., s3o. · R htion to the Appoint· l)<,cum•nh tn e • . .. f . . Ap· m,•nl of CommanJer•JO·Clllc ' IL, 
,emlix ~o. 11., I'· :,o7• J 

D 1 •I•• Hri<'a,li,r•C:eoeral, co11111rnn a ou;... ,,.., ,., " .. 2-US 
in tho Cht!•vkeu _\\ .nr,_ •tills La f\ullt-, 

l)uhnul, Mut111on", •·• 36 '· . 
• 40 • is killetl by Hein", '-, -ti. J,, I 

Ea tern Texa11, Con.lition of, in April, 
•• 108 

1836, •~·• • t Willillm A8"ist•nt-1~•,ton, L1cut.e11an .. , 4:S 
Qunrt<rm ••l~r-Ger!eral. u., • 

J,;,lucalion iu 'l:~xa_., •·•.,.267• mmnuda in ]:Jwar,l~ HenJRll•lll "\, ;• co 
the r.-~,loniun War, •:• t l~- ,r i·co 

]I I ~rr1v,·e ID , ex • Edwnnl•, 11Y• en, . • . . Di• ,ute 
i., 216; Em\'!!""rio, !·• t_34,;37 .• bun• with the l'n 1ucnl Chier, 1., -.

1
., 

1
. 

lr «t wi1h ~lexico, i .. 4u2; 1)11 icu uee 
in. his Colony, i., 2SG: Graut. to an• 
nulle-1, i., 243. . • J t Ana• 

El I 'lonroe 11npn,,.,ne 8 •. wor, s. -' • 1 T Je 11 
b • ·•" l. in th~ ::; ave- ra ' ., UR.C, 1., .. ., , 

300. b 1 J11on Joel! q11.ui Go,•ernor, E1gue2, a, • , 
• 323 • !·• d • 1) '-' betr•ve l U.lnlgo, •·• Eloon o ''" • ·• • • 171 16\1 . .irr~ ,te,l Ill the .\.laznn, L, .• 

• • Cl ·1·• 011 the Ar1111&-Elliot Cnpt111n ,n1 =,. .. 427 ti,;, ii., -112; I::.xplaual:ous Lo, lL, • 

11
·• • • J•'oi·t JJclinncr at llo!111d, 11·• repaint •. ,, 

86 . hi$ Ottl•ra from L1euteMnh,0¥· • • • • Bu • or,lereJ by ,,r,wr Itul,111so11, fL, ' ta t 
Houston to fall b&ck. ii., 8 I; •Je o\ 
on hilt ltotrc.,ti ii., ~ 1 ; aurren. U'I .~ 
the Coli-I,, ii., 9u; ,hot at Gohnd, 11., 
II:>. J::ife•!l of hia l)efeal on thd T6nn 
At•~ny, ii., l l 2. . r. 

Fnrin<, Gomez, Conduct o~ l., 31a;. 
F,,rne o, Chnrles Com1 le, l'a-op06lt1001 

of ii, 221. 
Fcd~ral WMr, ii., 274, '2:•0. . Lh 
FerJinnnJ VL, l)~cre~ .,r, &gauu,t e 

Monk•, i., 6a. Santa Filisola (;encral Yicente, opposes~ 
Annn\s Yi.,.,\fl, ii., 103; nptrovt~ ~AH· 
tu Ann-•'• l'ubli,· 'l'rtnty, 11.,. 16a •. · b 

Fieher <.:.,plain William S.. arriv-;e j •l l 
hi• Co111pn11)' ii., J l-1; in the 1- d~ etl:6 
,rar c1f 1~-t~,.1i., 2.?u; .. comman 
Mier J;xped1t100, 11., 3, l. . f tl 

Fi.,h,r ~- l{hon,1,, in ~I~~ AITntr o ie 
"Willi ,m l:.Ohllins, u., 39. f T 

FlctclH'I', ,Joshua, finl Treasurdr u e:,;• 
ftl, i'., l\1, . • t,o PT&Dt Flor"", Gatpnr, Comm1 ,tooer .,. 
'fitl~", i., 266. . A ,,mt among 

Flor<I, :.la!,u 1, .~e~•~? h,!' Death, ii., th~ In<lrnn•, 11., .. , 

260. d to the Flori,!n, S(!"in CO?cln;,lt• to ce tl 
Un1tetl :SL,itl'I', •·• 1•4: [ t Baton Flori,I•, ,r, .• ,, C<,nn:ntJon O. II u "ted 
Jlougr, i., 177; auncxeJ to the Dl 
bUll.ci', i., 177. 
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Forhe~, l'tfnjor John, deapnlchcd to Vc
lU8<'o fur Troop.<, ii., 110, 114 ; np
pointed lndi"n Cornmis,imwr, ii., :in. 

FranciBcnn,, ::s' olice of the 01·der, i., 6-L 
Fmnl.lin, Bcojnmin C., first Texas Judge, ii., l OP. 

Oon1.nlea, Rnfocl, fo11t Governo1 or Co, 
ahuiln n11d 1'cxn', i., l!84. 

Go111.11le~, Town of, I>i•1•ute nhout the 
Cann<•II lhcr.-. i., ~t.a ; ll.11t)t, of, i., 
363; T,•xnn 1'1-oops nt, llln11·h, 1836, 
ii., 101; J:trcct tllt'l'e of the .'.\"ewa of 
tl111 Full of the Alomo, ii., 1Jt5. 

Frau I;,, Colonel Mi,llnnd, nids in l,heDe-
8Ccnt on S,1n Antonio, ii., 25. 

Frnnq ui<, Cnrlos J.,, Gonrnor of Tc,cns, 
i., 82; Ty1·11n11,v of, i., 88. 

Ooril,nr, Jo!-<' :\lnl'in, ap1K1inteu Govern
or hy a i .. ,1e:Lion, i.

1 
322. 

Fre,lo11ia11t1, i., 24i: Treaty \\i(h the In
di1111s, i., 217; llnttlo with Nonis, i., 240. 

F,·eeman, Colonel, arrested by tho Sp,rn-
ittr<l~. i., 124. 

French l,Jodrnde l\foxienn Porta, ii., 24:!. 
Fr•11el1 of I..oui!ian11, MonmenL uf, i_, 47. 
Frontennc niJs J.11 Snlle, i., 15 

Gachupin Wnr, Pinn of, i., 163; Prog• 
ress o(. i., 163. 

Gaino.•, Cnptnin Jnme11, aids the P11td
ots i11 181 :!, i., I 65; nt the llntlle of 
Ro111la11, i., l 66; of the Alaznn, ,., I 7:l; 
vi,il6 Lnfitt•, i., 200. 

Gnine•, General IS<lmun,l P., lnstntc• 
tions from the Unit,•d 8tnlcl', ,., 167; 
Co1·r~l'onde11ce with llo11$lo11, ii., 
18:l; Letter ns lo Lite Disposnl of 8nn
tll A111111, ii., l 95. 

Gnlleon', 1,;pnni•h, i., 90. 
Galveston J,lnncl, firat oceupied l,y]) ,n 

Luis Aury, 1n 181tl, i., 18tJ; Depot for 
Prizes a11d SlnveJO, i., I 83; o,-cupied 
by Lnfitte in 1~17, i., l!JO; llouri,h
in(!', i., 1116; l'iral.es hroken up by the 
Uuite<l ~Lntei<, i., 2U3; a1t11i11 unoccu
pied, i., 208; Rcgislt•r of Prncee.Jings 
nt, in lS17, i., 451; in lo30, ii., HI!!. 

Ooro•tizn, ~lexienn Miui•ter nt Wnsh
ington, Intenicw with l'rcai,fout J11ck11on, ii., lll9. 

Goverr1111eul, :,je11t of, Retreat lo Hnrri,
burll', ii., ll:l; lo Guin 1011, ii., 162; 
to Vela'<'o, 1i., 15.); lo Coliu11l,i11, ii., 
197; to llonslon, ii., 913; l',·1·mnnent 
~lection <II: 1i., 2i:!. 

G,~yeri:oro11J'Council, I>upute b~tween, 
ll., 4,l. 

G nv.1·1101·1 of Tt>xn•, 1.iet of, ii., A ppen-
1lix t-.o. IX., p. 660. 

(hunt, l>r. Jame,, ur~ca the D~•cPnt on 
M11ln111or,1..., ii., 21 ; nids in t.1ki11,, 'no 
Auto11io, ii., ~6; 1118 )loth-c iu c;u·ry• 
ing on the W nr, ii., 44; lois llnrch lo 
:lhttnn,orM, ii., 66; his C,,pture nnd 
l>cnl h, ii., SI. 

Ornu-F,i,:ht, ii., 18. 
G1·ay•, ?\cw Oo-1.,nn•, ~ketch of, ii., 22. 
(;t•)son, Peter W., Co111mi -io11tl' to the 

U11itecl Stnlt•, ii., 176; his Dealh, ii., 245. 
Grotn, Gen,r,11 T. ,T., re•i•ta the Return 

of Sn11tn Anne, ii., lil. 
Orillon, 1·:Jw,ml, Commi~•ioncr to Gen

ernl Co", i., !HI ; rel11r11s for further 
l'ower•, i., 847; Attempt Lo mnku him 
Collector for Col'n110. 1i., 4-1. 

Gu,•rrero, U,l'ul,lican Chicft.11in, i., 205; 
Death of, i., 27tl. 

Galve•ton, Town of, ii., 241; G1·owing 
Counnerce of, ii., 311. 

Gnlvc,; Don Jo,6, Governor of Louisi- llnll, 8im!!, Army Conlrncl.or, i., 879. 11nn, i., 101; De.11th o~ i., 110. Ila111iltoo, General Jarneto, invited to Garduqui, Don Diego, Sp1111i•h Minister the Co1nm1111cl of the 'l'cxnn Arni\·, ii., Lo ti,~ Unite,! ~t.11.ee, 1., 103. :!05; Loan-Agent for T,·x•,_ ii., °:!82; Gnril1t nL San Antonio, ii., 16. L,•tter to ~lont·oll E,lwnrtl<, ii., 311; Gil y Barbo, Commnudaut at ::'incogclo- J-:tTorta lo ohtnin a Lonn, ii., 311; in ehc•, i., IUO. Ilrussclto, ii., 330; Cu1·responucnce Golinrl, :Xnme of La Bahia cla,inge,J to, with 811nta Anna, ii., :!~7. i., 234; Cupture of, i., ~69; Mat<.,,1cre Ilnn,ly, R. E., desp11Lche.J to Bexar, ii., at, M11rch 27, 1830, ii., 98; Declnra- 1116. 
lion of Jnclependenc~ at, ii., 47. Hank", Wynll, Re1•ort of, in Fovor of Go111.1iles, Colonel Jose Maria, tak11a part lllatnmorns Expedition, ii., 60. with Texnl\ ii., 38; in U1e Fedtral llnnnnh EliznhcU,, the, enpt111,·d l,ythe Wu,-, ii., 274. Brnvo, ii., 39. 

Gon~•le•, Don Jodi, Lieutenant of Gov-, Ilsreonrl, Colonel T:..lwar,l, onlerecl to ernor Snndovnl, i., 81. V,-lusco, ii., 114. 
Gonzol,·s, En•i;;n, nt Adaea in 18015, i., Jlardim•n, liuiley, Seerctary of the 128. Treosnry, ii., 74. 

4 
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Co
ii., 4~; or,lere?. to remove !-tores from 

xeo Po1nt, 11., 11 6. 
Hualon, Gent'rnl Felix Account of La

ma.r's -~teception n,' Commllnder-in
~bier, 11·• l63; eornrnnndo Al the Bat
t e of Plum Creek, ii., 302. 

Je,mit•, i., 63. 
John•?"• Colonel F. W., marches to Llio 

Relief of the Texans nl A 1 991 
. 

1 
n11 111ac, , , 

~ • commnnc s a Di\·i•ion in thP Ue
llC•nt on 81111 Antonio, ii., 2ti· eJ, .. te,l 
to th.e Ch(ef Commn11d on tl;c Death 

lm_migran!.$, fi!"f't E11roperrn, lo Texa._ o~ r•laLem, 11
·• 31; Rpplies lo the Coun 1., _13; !,nnd!ng of, i., 19. ~.' or ~veto mnrch on Mntamorn; Tm1111grnllon, iJ., 486. 11

·• 61; b11 P1·odnmation ii tlO ' .. I J I John,on G 1 • , ' ·• • " ep•n• ence''Schoonertaken ii 212. • ' ,enern "· :<., appoinu,d lo ti P l11<lcpen~, nc~, Texan Declnr11tio~ ;, i' J Comnurn,1 _of the Texan Arnn-, ii., 207. 
7 1 ; Li-t of llrn Signers to ii Appe~' o~t\ Cnptatn Ranilnl, his ExpeJition ,!ix ::io. Ill., p. i;i2; Pro;p~~t of ii;; ga111st the Carnukawaes, i 22-l ,\t,knowledgrncnt, ii., 1711 ; ackno;,. Jo'lu'e\ Dr:_Anson, electcJ Pr~~iJe,;L of , ... lge,l l,y the U11ited Sta•-~ •. 207. cxa•, u., 437. I>[.· Fr in •• 273 I """ "·• • Jont'\ J_~hn Rice, first Postma••· -G 
l II 

' c•, II.,' ; ,y Grut. Britain eral, u., 33. .,..,,r en-
. 0 an:l, nn,l ll1•l~ium, ii., Su~. ' JnJ,an,, fin-I Ho tility or 1· 30 .. T Jo~~Rn, Golonel, in the FeJeral ,.,. . · 

1 
. , •, , rn ex• 11 ,,;4 11 ar, :L• Ill 6~5, I., :!7 • :-, 11<11 f T • I ., ~ • 1 ''7 · ee · · ',7 uea O ri ,.., Jo~t..-l accompnniea La Sn Ile to T .. T•• ·; - . • . 111"-. 1·, :., ; o•pit.nlity of 16 1 f • •M ~ 1•, !• 3u; \\nrs of, i., 4 :i; ~ueeon- t . ; .el'" cornmnn,l nt. Fort :::,1' it~•• ,., 3ri; ~cnitude of the i • . . ou:•• J., l!I, 33; returns lo Frnnce· D1ffieult,.. of Ch . • . . • .• , tll • i., 4.!. • • , I htllUIIZIIII! L 69' Ju 'f 'n} I. • i'itrcngth of in 173<) i 78 .' C' • ry, r, uy, mslituteJ ii. 3''1 cl I ' , ·, , nmnn• I , , .; • ies ""'. Apnch s, i., 78; l'roposnl to Kn • lrent_w,rh th~m in lSa.'1, i., 350 . Ex- ;-"'~ Cnpto'.~ llenr~, Sketch or, i., peJ,t!ou a~•rnst, in 1835 i ', ·>. ' •~, Rt the ::Siege of :::,nn Antonio, i,. A1ent1on of their RighL• i 'a5s Z~1' !9 •. desr'.ntehed lo Bunr ii 106: Dc~!arntion of ('onsu1t,.'ti;;

11
• in 'i,-

11
,.

0
; C ffa,k .~nth the Enemy 'at 'ifocky of. II., GI!; ~l~M<'u'.'cr from G roce'e t re_e • u., ! 11 ; ~'.111·,mit of the Enemy t.he Cooe!1attieir, ii~ 1 ~:!; ~c,luced l, 
0 

• M ~~n Jnc.1nto, 11., 143. the_.M~x1cn11,, io., 2~7. Y Ke~)'•~• lf!Jor, co111mon,J. in the 0 11• lnhal,.,tanl!, Flight of, ii., lf)G; l'anic 1/11p1n_\\nr of 1812,.i-, 1611; relurna of, Bas~ of _ti•~ Trinity, ii. 108. • ome, ,., 1 GS. . ln•ub!'rd1nnt1on, Effect ,,f, ;;'. 3Q.! K~r, J!1111<ll'.• preeiJea at the Xaviu,111 lnvns1011 of Texn.o by Yn u~, M • cet111g-, ,., 342. 
~::~· !! , :HS; l,y Wol~ :sci'ite1~~:

1
:: l\.Erizat:~~:-:. ~k~n in the "llnnnnh • 11., 363. y· l, , 11., ull. 

ltur_b,.J,:._ hia. Pron11n,·inme-n/n, i., 206 . t,".' nil, ll_._ 8-; ::Stcretlll'y of U1e Cou-
ll~• \ 1~to1·1e~, i., :!OU; Tre•lt.V will~ K_\!eut~on, u_., , I. ~ VonOJU.. i., 2u7; declares fiirnself ong, Ullpt,un, •en_l lo °!l"fugio, ii., 6G; Emperor,•·• 216; '/;inrrds with Sao lA_Uei)•('t of lfoJor Ward lo rdie,c tn A · · - um 11 87 • K. d I • C . nna, ,., :.!18; ,1 .J1c,1~ i 21'1 I l k' ., ' 11,i an ua ommnn,l Itur1garoy, \'icero,• of J)Jexic~ ·/ 147 K ~ :un nn,I &hot, i1., 9fJ, . ' ., . I II) k~n,lall, Colonel A., hi• C,uu ui •n 

Jock, Pat1:iek II., Impri•onment at A _ ngu1n~t the InJinn-, i., 2tl0. p "' ahuac, 1., 291. 11 
• • _ ,Jnck11tn~ l're.iJent, L<)tter to lI Ln Buhrn, )lia..1on of, i., H. in 18"9 · 

30
- . ouaton Lnhrnnche Al • "l • _,, • - • 1., '; luterv1ew with Go- f h ' cee, ,.,.,argd a A.ffa1rci ro1tiz11, ii., 169, View of 8 lo I Le rom l e Unite,! ~tn1.{,fl ii. ,, 10 ])' I f , ' • s l ,e fitt~ Sketcl f • I 6 ' ' ~ • •~po,,, o ::;antR Annn ii 1 O.'i. A • . • 1 0

, I., 8 ; occupi~• Gal-SWt:r to ~.nu.a Annn', I~~r ii 'oo/,1~ ~~ton, 1
·• l YO; hi11 Opt>rntioua tber,• I,.,tt,•r on the ltei,•ction of ti ·;1; . • !·• 1 ~~; Bntl_l~ with the Gnraukawne.' T I f , ,c exos , 19 • d I • 1 • ' r~., Y o .\nufxation ii ·l'J•>. :• '' t-:c mes tw m~ Gt:neral Lo11~ j .. io,s nt A1111exnLiou' ii·• .J.41-: ~!· '·• 200; nppointml Gonrnor of 0 111' I>u11th, ii., 44:!. ' ·• ' 18 I vet~"' I.lo!1d, i., :!O~; <lri\"eu from 

Jenluu Y bcl\\'ecu the UnitcJ '-lnteaand I Ga \P.s~u, '·• 203; hia Denth, in Yu• Grcut llrolnio ,i. <i•Jtl 40,1 j cat.:111, 1., 204._ ' ' ' •• Logunn, Marq u1s 0~ i, 44. 

• 
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La Harpe, i., GS_; Corre•pon,lencij wilh •, Louisiann, cedc,l lo~pnin in 1'162, i., 02; D'Alnrc~nne, 1., o_s; in commnnd at ce.leJ to Frnnce, in Oclo~r, 18()1), i., 1ifAtni:01·J11 Buy, 1., 73. 11 G; eeuc.J lo th~ UniLc,lStnte", A)'ril LnllemanJ, Gencrnl, set.Ilea in Texn!, i., I 30, 1803, i., ll!l; I>isc11osion1 of 18•J~ 195. as lo it.a Bouodnrit.,., i., 128. 
Lamar, Jllirabenu 13., di~tingni~bPd in 

thd Affoir of the 20th of April, ii., 
13~; nppointe,1 Corn111nn.lcr-in-Chief, 
ii., Is::; el•cteJ l'rttident of the Re
public, ii., 245; Mesange, ii., 252; In
d inn Policy, ii., 280. 

;\!'Allister, Shooting of, ii., 336. 
:M 'Cu Hoch, Colonel """• ::-ketch of, ii :ioo. 

V,n.J,Certilicaw, Frau<lnlent, ii., 2S3. 
LanJ", Ln w for Sale of, i., 320; Frauds 

in, i., 321, 330. 

:U-D,,nalJ. Lientennnl Williom, at the 
Sifgc of San Antonio, ii., 28. 

)t•F, dnu,l, John, Spanish ludi~n Agent, 
i .. 168. 

M'Kin11cy, Tliomna F., Lonn-Agent., i., 
379. Lan,l-Ollice, Effort to open, ii., 22S ; 

Prn\1(1-i, ii., 228; dui:ed in 18·\ 2, ii., 306. 
Lan,1-Titl~-, Or,lcr of Ugarta,·h,•n, ,11•· 

penJing l•snauce of, i., 35U; ::,k, ,ch 
of, ii., ~ao. 

Lnre<lo, ~ettlement of, ii., GO; Plunder 
of, ii., 30~. 

Larriaon, ('nptain, dttpat.che,l from Gon
zales for Ammunition, ii., 105. 

La Sullc hring~ first Colony to T~xn", i., 
13; his Troubl~.-, i., 22; hia ~~h
bora, i., 27 ; Journey to Lhu Inter1or 
of Tex&", i., 3a; Trugic De.1th, i., 40. 

Lnw, John, i., G6. 
Leftwich, Roher!, Emjire,.n.rio, i., 2a.J.. 
Leitielature of (.)onhui n no,l Texn!, de-

clares for tin.ult\ Anna, i., a22; Cor
ruption or, i., a~I, :;30, 3:15; :lle111hers 
of, from :-;;1Jt11lo, retire, i., 821; resist.,. 
Rnnln Annn, i., 3!l!l; Finni Sitli11;:, i., 
333; its Decree~ 01111111.le,I by Mcx1ca11 
Congrc*'\ i .. 330. 

Lcgi•lntmcs of the Mcxicnn Stnles n\Jol
i•he,1, i., 36u. 

Le, Vechcs, River, nnmed by the French, 
i., 23. 

Letona, Jo 6 M 1rin, Governor of Co,ibu
iln n1ul 'l.'cxn , i.. ~,o . 

Lewi•, Cn1•tnin Willhm P., Trc,ichery 
of, ii., :ti . 

Liberty, l-\dtl,•rnent of, i., 266; l\11111iei• 
p,litvof, i., \!i6; .Ayuntiamffltoof,op• 
po•e• tlrn Wnr-Pnrty, i., 339; cow,-a 
ov•r lo the W nr-l'nrt v, i., 370. 

Lipnntitlnn, U11ttle• of, ii., 1 I•, ~61. 
L9nn pro)'o,,•,l, ii., :11 I; ite ~'uilure, ii., 
/31 f.; (; ignutic Pr<•jecL<, ii., 817; J:tforl 

to m.1ke 011c in llru. ,-I•, ii., 3$9; Loan 
Lnws 1·cpe11lt',I, ii., 8411: lt,•volutionu
~,Y 01Jtai11<•l by 'l't,,.,. Commi!$io11eni, 
11., li:!. 

M'Leod, Brign<lier-General H1111h, co111-
ma11,la Sant" Fe E~1•~•lilion, 1i., 322. 

~t•)lnllen nnJ M'Gloin, l::mpreuriu., i., 
260. 

;\['Sutt, Major, left wiU1 the ~iek, ii., 
13-1. 

Modero, Commissioner to grnnt Laml
Title,, orreat.e,I h\' Teran, i .. 276. 

MaJi,on, Cnlitnin, ol,;cr\"ing the Move• 
IU~IIIS of ,atillA, i., 203. 

Mngcl', .\ngustus W., in commanJ of nn 
Escort, i., I ~2; elcclcd Colon.I of the 
PatrioL", i., 162; hi• ])~ 1th, i., 1 G5. 

Mnil, Mexicau, l,rokcn upcn at ::;nn Fe
lipP, i., 3:J!\, 

)[njur-l;tncral, Law cre:iting. ii, 3S4. 
)!onchncn uikes pnrt in the G11chupin 

\\'Kr, i., 173. 
)fnnuel Go,loy, Spnni,h ],lini&ter, i., 106 

l:!1, 146. 
l\Iariu, Bi•hop ofX ew Loon, viaits TeJrn", 

i., 120. 
MarquctlP, F'.(plornlion of the Mi .. issip• 

pi l,y,i., 14. 
:\l:u-ti11, WyliP, Chnir111n11 of the Uevo

lutiouory ~leetin~ at ~an Pelipt', i .• 
311; l'olilicnl l)!,ief ,,ro tt1,~, i., 3-lt; 
pr,•aicl,s nt the .\lcuLiug of V~ccmlier 
l!l, 1~3:.. i,., 4'1. 

Mn• ncre 111 Golin,1, ii., OS; Jlnrinl of 
their It, main", ii, I 77 ; ])ocumenla 
in Relation to, ii., A1•~0Jix :-.o. IV., 
I'· n 14 ; nt Fort 1'11rkcr, :11.iy, 163G, 
i1., l iO; uf C,unaod1ce at ~.111 Anto
nio, ii., 298. 

llnt11gor,l1l lfoy, fir,t~cttlement in T,•x
a<, i., 1:l: JMi•lc occupice it for the 
Vn1 nch, 1., 73. 

!,[at,1111oras.1•ro~eetp,J Entcrprioeaj?nio•t. 
ii., :!I, 2.;; h, r nl Gohnd, ,January 
I ti, 1830, ii., 68; it• Origin, ii., Go 
l'ru1,o••l to atr.,ck, July, Hi3G, ii., 190. 

Loni!, IJ.l\·i 1, killc.l on tho Trinity, in 
H,111, i., tO!. 

J.0111!, Uenernl, iuvu,lee Tcxn", i., 109; 
Jriven out, i., 20~; his J>.nU1, i., 207. 

Metlinn, Ancient\\ eal•rn BolluJary of 
Tc""'• i., 77; lhlLl• of, i., 17~ 

• 
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Meeting, Revolutionnry, of July 17,1835, Miller, Mnjor, captured with his Com• 
!·, 340; Oil the Novidud, July 19, lij36, mand at Copaoo, ii., !17. 
1., 342. :Mil•s, Li~utc11ant, killed in an Iodian 

Memorial of 1833, to .Mexico, i., 469. Battle, ii., 228. 
Message of P1·e$i<le11I. TyJ~,. ill 1843, ii., .Minn, Xavier, Sketch of, i., 182; nrrives 

417; Effect of, ii., 418; Annexation ?t Galveston, i., 183; soils for Jl1exico, 
ii., 426. ' 186 d _1., ; c~pture nnd shot, i., 186. 

Mexio, Gcuernl, supports Snntn Annn in ~l1l'1111da, Il1story and Expedition of i. 
1832, i., 295; foils in lhe Descent on 143. ' ' 
Tampico, i., 36; nided liy I.he Conn- Missionaries, first to 'l'exos i. J 6 58. 
cil of'l'exns, iL, 42; Governor Smith's ?uties of, i., 58; Corre§p~uJcude of. 
Opinion of liim, ii., 43; his Death, ii., _1.,_ 88; Protestant, ii., 220. 
256. ~hssions, Yen>· of, i., 50; C:ilholic, i., 60; 

Mexicans atlvance on lhe Colorndo, ii., of Co•!?cpcion, 8nn ,Juu 11, aucl Ln Es-
109; conccntrnte west of the Eraso!', pad a, 11., 23 I ; San Jose, ii., 234. 
ii., 162; th~i,· Suffo·ings, ii., 162; Re- Mis.si$Sippi ~tiver, ])isco,·cry of the 
treat of, ii., 1U3. ~foulh of, 1., 1a; Free N nvigation of, 

Mexico, Ind~pend,rnce of, i., 207 • Gun- 1., 103. 
dnlupe Vicl.oriu first P,·esident of, i., }fobile, Dispute about, i., 123. 
256; Pedro7.,l, second, i., 265; Vincent ll~~erntors, War with Lbe ltrgulntors, 
Guerrt!ro installed, i., 265; Discus- 11., 4J0. 
Rions with lhe Uuited t;l.lltcs ns to the l\lonnslei·io, Jos6 ~In,in Ortis, Letter to 
Boundni-y, i., 276; Pinn of Y crn Cruz Snnla Anno, ii., 82. 
adopted liy, i., 203; Sautn Anna elect- 1\Io11clovo, iu 1744, i., 87; Sent of Gov-
ed President, i., 310; what she re- e1·nn1cnt of Coahnila nnd Texo•, i., 
quired of Texas i., 350; Despotism 26:a!; appoints o Governor, i., 3!!3. 
estal,lishcd in liy Sant..~ Annn, i., 351 ; Moore, Colonel John II., comn11111ds Ex-
State Legisl»t.ures ouoli~hed, i., 366; pedition ngainst Indians in 1885, i., 
Population nnd Resources of, in Jan- 352; iu cornninud nt Gonznl~•. i., 368; 
uary, 1836, ii., 63; Gene1·nls of, with defeats the Cnmnnche•, ii .. , 261; also 
Santa Ann11 in Texas, ii., 66 • Com- on Red Fork of the Colorado, ii., 304. 
plaints of, to the Unit.ed Sta'te8, ii., 1lfoo1·,,, Commodore, Order• to, ii., 380. 
158; lnstrnctions of the Government Moo1·mnn, Cnptaio Wat, of the Regula-
of, to Filisol", ii., 166; Diffet·euces to,·•, ii , 44(). 
with the United ::itates, ii., 200; Ef- l\for-,los the Priest, his Victorie•, i., 166; 
forts to excite the Jndians, ii., 227, Fu1'Lher Efforts for Independence, 1., 
257; Differ~nces with France, ii., 242; 178. 
Refo.rence ?.' Diffo1·e1~c:• with _lhe Uni- l\Iorfit, Ilcory l\I., sent by lhe United 

• ~~d State$, 11., :!4:!; Cm! W 111· 111, 1840, I St.ates to txu111iue the Coudition of 
ll;, 287; E111·nest Prepnrntion for inva- Texas, ii., 191. 
dLng~'exM, 1_841, ii .. ~18; ::l~i~pension Morgan, Colonel Jomes, ordei·ed to the 
of Diplomatic Hel11hons ,11th Great Defonce of Galvesl.011 ii. l Hi• Com-
Britain,. ii.,. 41?; Beginning of the n1i&oioner to sell the Xu,;y, ii.,' 383. 
_Revo!ut101~ ~n, ,., 14_7.. .. Morehouse, Captain, removing Fnruilies 

1i!1er, J,xpenll>on, Ong>n of, 11., 370; east of the Brnso• ii. 119. 
~nttlu or, ii., 3i2; 'l'exans surre11der, 1.Ionia, C,1pt11in Roli;,,,1.,' or the New Or-
u., 3?_4; •~cape nt the l1!1ciend11 Suln- leans G1'8y~. ii., 23; in thu Descent 
do, 11. , 374; retaken, i,., 376; deci- on Sao Antonio ii. :l5. 
mated,. ii., __ :l7o; Effect of, in othel' Muldoon, Fnther, i., 268. 
~untr1es, 11., 3!)5 ;., !hell· Treatment, l\lunicipnlities, Law crcnting, i., 304. 

_11., 398; ~ele!ise«l, ll., 437. Murphy, General W. ~-, Charge from the 
M1la111, 13vnJ11m1n R, lea,ls th• Ass:1ult 

I 
Uuited Sl11les to 'l'exus, ii., 41"; an• 

on San A11lonio, ii., !!5; kill,,,] ,luring nounces lhe Rt'ject.ion of the 'freaty 
the Bnttle, ii., 28. of Auncxalion, 1i., 432. 

Millard, Heury, Cl111i1·mon oft'ommittee Mustang Ilorses, Cutching of, i., 112. 
on the l'rovisio11nl Government, ii., I 
_12. Nacogdoches, Rise of, i., 99; in 1806, i., 

Miller, Dr. Jomes H. C., Letter from, i., I 137; taken in 1812, i., 155; by Gen• 
844. erol Long in 1819, i., 199; Rel.urn of 
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tho Citizens in 1821, i., 221; Trouhle 
at, in 1826, i., 238; Battle nt, in 183:l, 
i, 298; Proeeerli11gs nnd Alnrrn there 
in April, 1836, ii., 128; RPvoltofMex
icans nt, ii., 245. 

Nntchez, Spanish l:!ettlement at, i., JOG; 
Surren,l,•r of to Americans, i., 116. 

Nntcbit.och,•s, Post esLalilisheJ at by tho 
French, i .. 48. 

Noturnliz:1tion, Spanish, i., 211. 
Navorro, .J. A., Commissioner lo Santa 

F6. ii., 322. 
N11v;dnd, ~leeting of July 19, 1835, at, 

i., :l42. 
Navy, Mexican, i11 Novem\,er, 1835, ii., 

38. 
Navy, Texan, in April, 18!!6, ii;' 124; 

cnptnres the ~f?ntezu_ma and I ockc~, 
ii., 124-; ConJ111on of III August, 1830, 
ii., J 92; Losse~ ii., 212; tRkes the 
Alispn, Telegraph, mHI Eliza Russell, 
ii., 213; Dal tie off Galveston lfor!Jor, 
j i., 216 ; Con tract •w i 1 h Dn w~~•\ :or, 
i1., 243; DPlivery of Ve?.Sels, 11., 21 I; 
placeJ in Onlin~ry, i_i:, 308; Seerel. 
Me<i~oge concern I ug, 11., 380 ; Com
mis.sio11e1·• to sell, ii., 381 ; Procbmn
tion i11 r~g1u·<l to, ii., 383. 

Neill, Colo11d J. C., Effo1·ts to aid T~a
vis, ii., l04; ordcl'ed to tlernnli•h 
Woi·k• at Bexnr, and liri11g off the 
A1·tillcry, ii., 58; niJs i11 th~ Descent 
on Ann Antonio, ii., 26; or,lercd to 
I.he Commnnd at Bexar, ii., 40. 

Neutral Ground, Origi11 of th,•,. i., 1:13; 
Character of its Occupnnl.s 111 1812, 
i., 151. 

New l\l~xico, first Set.Llo<l, i., 26; Trade 
wilh, i., 26-t 

New Orl~1t11s, Port of, i., 118. 
N,•w l'hilippi11e•, i., 50. 
New Spain, Clergy of, i., 62. 
Newspapers in Texn~ ii., 196, 30S. 
Nolnn, Philip, Expedition to Texas, i., 

111 ; his Death, i., 114. . 
Norris, Alcalde at NncogJocbes, >., 243. 

O'Donoju, General, Spanish C?mmis
sioner, 11rrives nt Vera Cruz, 1., 206; 
Treaty with ltu,·bide, i., 207: . 

Orqniznco, Mission of, i., 49; d1soonl1n
ued, i., 94. 

Pnrties in Texns, J,rnuary, I 836. ii., 55. 
l'a,o de! Ko,·le, fir~t settled, i., 26; Con• 

ditiou of, in IStJ6, i., 141. 
Pntriols t11ke Kneog,loches in 1812, i., 

J 55 ; their Progres•. i., 162; take Ln 
13,1hi11, Nov1•ml,e1· 14, 1812, i., 163. 

Put.ton, ,vil1inm TI., nccompnnics Snntn 
Anno to Wnehington City, ii., 204. 

Peacock, Cnptnin, in comm,111d of Mis
sissippi Yolunl.eers, ii., 24. 

p,,11se, Elisha l\l., Secretary to lbe Coun
cil, ii., 34. 

Pe,lraz:1, second President of Mexico, i., 
2ti5. 

Peu11:1g•, i., 202. 
Pe,·nzn, Colonel Marlin F., F.nvoy from 

Yuunt:rn to Texns, ii., 318. 
Perez, Colonel, expels General Long 

from Texne., i., 202. 
Pel'ieI\ Governor or Loui~iann, i., "16. 
Peny. Colonel, nt the Huttle of the Aln

znn. i., 171 ; of hl•dinn, i., 17 5; rallies 
n Force at Gnlvcst.on, i., 180; at the 
C11pt11ro of Soto 111 lllnrino, i., 185; 
killed at Ln Bahio, i., l S6. 

Pierlra•, Colonel, Co111m:11ulant nt l'inc-
0;1dochP", i., 272; march~• to lhe Re• 
litf of B1·adltu1·11, i., 291; Jefeated aud 
enptured, i., 297 ; Denth or, ii., 255._ 

Pike, Lieutenant Zeliulon M., Expedi
tion of, i., l 25, 134. 

Pilar N uestra Senora clel, Mission of, 
i., •ll7. • 

Pl,izu of the Constitucion in Snn Anto• 
nio ii I 5 • l\lilit11rv Pl11zi1, i., 107. 

Poins~u;• ,To;I R., Minister lo Mexico, 
i., 25fi; orgnnizes hl11so11ry i11 ?!Iexico, 
i., 256. . 

Polk Jnrnes K. i11 Fn\'or of Annexation, 
ii '431 • non'iinated for President of 
u;·e Uni'ted States, ii., 430; clcottd, ii., 
4-4~ . 

Population of TexAs, in 174-4, i., Si; in 
1765, i., 97; in 1806, i., 137; in 1831, 
i., 274; in 1834, i., 3:!7; in September, 
J S36, ii., 192. 

Porter, Major, nt Natchitoches, in 1805, 
i., 127; corr~sponds with Govel'Dor 
Co1·cl cro, i., 131. . 

Port.illn, Colonel, executes I.he Pmoners 
at Goliad, ii., 98. 

Potter, Robert, Secrel.nry vr the Texan 
Navy, ii., '14. 

Pndille Juno Antonio, Commissioner- Powers, James, Empresn_1:io, i., 266. 
Gen~rnl to Texn", i., 274. Prnil'ie, Grettt We,t,ro, IL, 60. 

Parker, Furt, ~lo5'!RCN at, May J 9, 1836, "Prine, of Peace," Mni11-spring of Span• 
.. 170 ish Politic~. i., 106 .. 

p,i'.'.;~er, Colonel Mortin, Comm11nder of Printin~-Pre&', . estal,li,h,·11 l,y Baker 
Fredoninns, Sk~tch of, i., 247. I end uorden, L, 378. 
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Pri,oncre in M xico rcl,n•e,I ii 437 
Proscr1l,ctl i .. n ~~, !O", Li t of, '1., -~GO. • 
Pr)>U·atn11t ~-hnst111n@, Ri,e n11d Progr,·SI 
p rn '!'~xns, 11·, Appendix No.VII., p.sa·• 

1·ov1.11011sl Governu,eut est.al,Ji,h d .:" 

ii., 'i~; E~Pl'~,Y in forw11r,ling Arm 
~.nd S11ppl1t••• II., 111 ; juina tl1A Arm/ 

A
11.,ll17;conf,·1·1withl1uu1ton ii JSi: 
. < ,_lrc,a of April Jo 1830 ' .. ·• • 
lllVllC< p 'j T> ' • II., J35 ' • ·.. rdm ~nt .0111·11et to Han Jn: IS. , e • u., 
cinto, u., 163; nprointcd to the T 

Rairuet, Ct,l~_nel Henry, Letter to from porary qo,nmant of the Arn1y e.'!I· llouston, 
11

., 131. ' l56; lrnr1e~ the RernAins of tli 8:1 u., Il at G }" d .. C ' 8111 ui_mon, Don, i.,4S; visits~atchitoche@ t -~ 18 
• 

11
·, 17_7; i_n llousto11'aCnl,i-1., Ml. ' nel, u., 205; n,·t1ve ,n dtf,•nling a R-.. 

n,,J.J~ncl•, ?r~nnized, i., 360. vo t ~t ~acop;,loche•, ii., 246; Batt!~ Ru,I n_,.er, T:.:irly~cttlements oo i 12:S of, with the ludiane ii 247. d' ltdug10, Mi<•ion <Jf, i., 109_ • • • the Cnddoe\ ii., 2.{0 /'tak<-; ~
8

r
1

!
18 

R,_~nlntor,-., \\' nr with tho Mod t the Cherokee W nr ii "68 • p yt ~ 11., 4~~- era on, Major-G1:nernl, ii.: 385. ' appornt 
R,lif(ion, Ron1Rn CntholiA ,· 213. • Rutel, loet ID 1682, i., 38. 'f •· '", •, , 1n ~a.•, 11·• :!l\l; :'11,etiug or :\li11ietere s D of th., G0$11•I ii ,,,,3. l'. •1.1· t.,

1 
•!1i•, _Hnchean, Ex11e,J1't1'on of to reo t ., ..,_ , topo•1 one .;., , \' uut F,un,sll, ii.,:!:! Ii Proteal.Ant, r,se,"~0

, 
1·, 48; •~con,! Exprditio; i •t.• n:s,• an,J Progt·e!•, ii., Appendix d i rn,·~ilea Tcxns i., 67; in eo:,ti'. :--.o. \ II., p., 63:?. enc! wtlh the In.Jinn\ i., 76· tlet 

• I~••ru~!ic of the Ilio Grande" or"an- !'; :hde :\ nlehez, i., 70. • eata ,z,-.1, u., 2~S. o ._n n o, Ilncieti<ln, Battle or, ii., 374 
Retr,•nt or the Army from Gon1. 1 .. S~leetlo, Governor of TexM D t • I07; of tl,e Government' to -~t''. 1.'·• r~niu~t tho Pntriots, i. 1:15 '. derc:~c1 

lu
1
r~, .i!,, 11 :l; of th11 Ar111y from o:•,~: Ii:::;c 1triot,,, i., 163; Caj,ture a;d 

ull e-, 11., .. 11-t; of tho Enemy from the ~ l Io• •·• 16R. r1Uoa, 
11

., 1
6

3_ -,a '.'zitr, Bnrbnrity or, ii., 3a1. 
Re_vololionary .'le,tin" in 'l'uno, firs• Sn)!gny, .ll. De, Ft·coch l'l,arge, offended I., 32H. 0 ~ JJ., !JIG. • 
Ric,:, Li,•utennnt Jome■ 0. nUMk 1 I· .1li;re Prairie, Battlu <if, Jnne 1812 i. 'kil(s l-'101·,·•, ii., 2119. • s nn, I .,4, ' • • r:~o I,mvo, } Ori••in of tl1d■- ,. S.1lt1llo, Sent of Gov~rnment of Coah ·1 R I I:\ ., ~.,11me11 n11d T • Ill B !0 < t! .. orlE', i., 46; Prnirie tiitu: • ~Xfl!I, 1.,. 231 ; pronounce!\ And Rio Grnn,le, ••••I on ii 60 jj'J>Otnla Gorihar Governor i 3••2. Rul,be1·i<!S on th11 "Xeutrni (:°r' u • 1,.. S ,11tle "~• ii., 203. • ., - • 

I 
•1 ° 111 • 1-, an Anto1110 !•' • d '! ., . . • or. an " 1><ion of • 4 9 • 

"l~obbinl', ~Villiam," th~. commnnJoJ !" i~OG, i., 137; tnkcu 1,y the p;,~;i .. t~ >y C11pt.11rn llur,l ii 39 I> Si Return of Exiles 1,1 ; ''\!I • noui11~?11: Llwycr, i:~i'ter to S1tnla An- 11 ~fcrip(!o~ of, i(., 16; A-s1ui'lt.~n~ l,y 
111~ 11., 3S.5; accou.J Lett;:r ii 3ti8 IS ,liliun, 11

·• 20; Surrender or. ii 30 Rol.!n~~>11, Liculcnant Gove;no~ Jn~e ._no Angu&tiue •~111ninnle• n,:usi'011 ·to W ., II., 13. • c:: co111m1111J_ the l..istcrn Troop•, i., 367. 
Rou_,nn, C11ptnin Richnrd, nrri\"CI with I' Qndctt Li~utcnnot-Colonel, captureJ hi. _Co111pnny, ii., 111. I Tnt O 101!: 1·• 360; propos~~ to join the Iloo tha, Battl<1 

0
r. i 166 cxans, 11., :JR. 

Hou, C~l.on~l Rc'ub~n, i~ lite Fe<lerol Sa~Jo,·~l, )lanu,•l <le,Governnr ofTcxa11, War, 1~, :!74. 1:: 80, <2•inri·el wi~h St. D.:ui,, i., 80· 
Rom<, M•Jor lenvea tho P•t • t A Lrul of h1• Lawrn1t i 84 s• ' . I oo • ~ r10 rmy San I' r l A • ., • "· 1., ~. • . •c ipe • C 118lin lui,I out in 1828, 
Ro)all, RR., Clrnirmftll offiretJ>, 1., 2:!7_; CouYention nt, in 1832 ftnd neut C',nmcil, i., SG7. crma- l8:l3, 1·, 302; Hevolutionnry Meeting 
P..u~.1£. Henry, l'oliticnl c11·,er of " at, ,July 17, 188.'i, i., 310 I I . .,Rcog- ··Sn F r " I • R' oc !e,, 1·, 313; hit Circular i. 350 1/ .· e 11'''•. t w, cnplures tho Correo u11k~ rt!om~s .T., at the ~ioq~ ,:r ~n·u ~ t•~1ca11n, ,., 35G. ~nt..111.'"• 11., 17; IV•poiute,l lo rni :_ nn ~"""!"lo •le. Bcxnr fo1111clP<i, i., 79. S'.'Pl'_I_,-"': ii., 4:!; c,,li,•d to Ueo,lqua~~ • ";'. 

1
~•:unc•~•·o, :\lwion of, first io rc:i.:RI!, 

t,ra, 11., ~5; .J .. cte•I :-iecrcl.1ry of \\' ar .._ • J ;,._ B • 'Oil ucint.o, ullle or, ii., 142. 

' 
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~an ~u11~ ~ouli•ln, Mi. •i?.n of, i., 40. I :-nuce,lo, Jn;ie Antonio, firet Political ~an I atn,•111! (?olon[."f, 11., 61. . Chi.,f ofTex,ui, i., 232; Steps ngaion S11n S~ba, ~li •ion o, 1., !;7; I),,trnct1on the FreJonianl', i., 24'3, of, 1., 88; Balllc uenr, in 1831, i., School& in T,xn,, i., :!07. :!ti2. :leguin, Colonel John N. Treachery of 
!,;ant.II AnnA, his fir&t Appenranc~, i., ii., 300. ' ' 218; pronounce• in Favor of Guene- Seguin, Don Erasmo a Friend or Au11-ru, i., 26~ ; OVt:rthrowa Btu~•~ruentP, tin, i., 212. ' i., 2113; ntllYL-ll Peace with him, i., :ma; Scsrna, General joins Coe at LareJo ii elected Prei.iJent in 18!3::, i., 312; di•• .ll). ' ' ·• mi .. «·a the :ilexicnn Congres•, i., SIS· S,•ltlemenl8 in Texn', first, i. Ill· first Ueci•ion on the Texan Memorinl, i.: American i. 136 • at G~nzaics, i 325; l>eci~ion between !'Zaltillo nrul :?51. ' ' ' ·• l\tonclovo, i., 3:!6; decrets the Di,- :3hncklefor,l, Captain John, al the Bot,. arroi11g of the luhnl1it11n1.11 i., 3!l0; Lie or the Coleta, ii., 02; a11veJ fruru temporizes with Texn•, i., 33:?; de- the ~Ill!!nCN at Golia,], ii., 98. fe11t.i the Zncntrco11[\ i., a3-1; Pinn of Sherman, Colonel, Charg, of, April 20, suhjugRtin~ Texa", i., 351; aboli•hes ii., 138; Affair on the Evening of tho the St.iii e L~.;islnture, i., So6; 1·e11•hee :!<)th, ii., 139. the Rio Grande with Hix 'l.'hou•11nd :-;iegc of Snn Antonio, ii., 25. Meo, February 12, 16!16, ii., 6-1.; 1'l1tn ~i~ners of the Texan D clnrution of In-for dispoein;,; ol TexM, ii., r,t; reaches ,lepeml~oet, ii., A1•ptncl.ix ~o. Ill., 

I.ha Alaza11 on I.he 23,1 of February, p. 512. ii., 66; e11kraSan Ant.ouio, ii., 75; be- Slaves, ,\l,,Juction of, hy thP. Spnniard~, eiegea Lhe Alnrno, ii., 7ll; •torms it, ii., i, 121; captureJ from the Sp1tniar,l,, 80; hia Yie\\8 after t-tking it, ii., 8'..!; nn,1 l,rou~ht. into G1th•eston, i., 183; orclrr~ Pri!IOnera at Goli•d to l,e ehot, in TdM, 1., 26 l; nboli~hed in ~lel:ico, ii., W8; Order~ to hi• Ge1H·rnls of lei' i., 2li0; I mpoi·Lstion of, foruiJ,len t,y the Batlle of Colet.a, ii., JO'..!; chaugl'S the Convention of 1833, i., 812. his OrJer•, ii., 103; mard1~• in ft\. ::,,uilh, Cnpl.Jlin ,fohn W., takes a R.:iu-·vance of his Army, ii., JJ7; cro1&e, forcernenL to Travi", ii., 78. the Brusos on the I :!lh of April, ii., '-mith, Colonel Benjamin .I-'., i., 369; aent 121; rdnforceil by Cos, ii., 140; Ex- )~ith ~nta ..lon11'a Treaty lo Filiaola, 
cuae for his Defeat on th,, 21st, ii., 11,, I GJ, 142; capture,\ on the 21,l, ii., 116; S111ith, Deaf, Sketch of, i., 25S; report& Interview with lfouslon, ii., 147; Or• Ugtu-1.Mhcn, ii., 18; wounded Rt the cl.er to l-'ili110la lo retreat, ii., U9; ue- ~i..ge of ~.,n Autonin, ii., 27; d~-~otialca wiU, the Tcxnn Governnwnt, apntched to llexar, ii., 106; sent out lo 1i.., 151; 'l'reoty with 'fcXRl\ ii., 1~5; reconnoitre nt Jlarri,bur!(, on,\ takea Attem1,t of Pr.isident Uuroet lo acnJ the Me,dcan :'\foil; eent to cat Jown him home, ii., I 71; F11rewell to the Vine,•'• Bri,lg<'. ii, 1-11 ; Concloct in Texan Army, ii., 172; his Value ni" the Bntth ii., 11 l; s••nt with Sant.a Prisoner, ii., 177 ; Letters of, lo Ata- .\noa'• Ortler to l-'ilisola, ii., 160; tin and ,fock-on, ii., 181: rcmovetl to Hkir111ish neRr Lnr,,do, ii., 210. 01·azimho,ii., 19~; Attempttorele,se Smilh, Goarnor Henn·, ii., 13; !lie•-him, ii., I \12; Attempt to tnke him to -agd lo the Coundl, li., :;a; Quarrel the Ar101, ii, 19!; rdern ,\ nntl atnl w1lh the Gouocil, ii., 63; dt!poseJ. by to Washrngton City, ii., !!03; lost hie it, ii., 51; .;ive.s Jloaston a .Furlo11£h, 
Leg at Vera Cl'llz, ii., 256; Cone· ii., G3. 
•p<>odence with <1ener11I Hamilton, Smu•• •lin~. i., 50, 70. iL, 367; Intenicw with J.n wyer Hob- Soh·ef, 'a Expedition, ii~ S9;1; d~~rmeJ ineon, ii., 387; relc11. c.• him unJ. scud• by Gaptnin Cooh, ii., 408. him lo Tno~, ii., 387; propose~ ao Somer\ ell, nener41, co111mftndt T<ll:An, Armistice, ii., 408; 1.,•tter tn lluuston, nt San Aulonio in 1>42. ii., 351; Vul-ii., Appcnclix t<io. \ I., p. 530. untecr~ refuse lo ob,·y him, ii., 35H; Sao I.a IN!, lirst acLtletl, i., :!6; Roa,! to, ordt'Teol on :1 • cond CJtrnp11ii:;n, ii., propoa~,I, ii., 312; Expedition l<>, ii., 3117; )fnrch to the ltio Grno,le, i1., 231; Treatment of l'riwocre titer~, 3ti8; Or,for to the 1'roupa to return, 
ii., 824- i1., :liO. 
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Spain, Ri•~ and Dcclin of. i 'll , J)" 
{ii"tel'with ~·rnnce, i., 32 ;' a·~nnt 'tot'.~: ;\n •, i.,_:i.;1; r-c; ts th e G.,'Jection of e. o~ ,., 63; joins Great Ilri1J1ii1 . II\<·", ,., !l~7; :\l,•1111,riul of. in I S33 A'tnrn,t Frnnc~ j l0:S 1 .1 

1·, :lti9; L,:thnrJ!y in ii VO. 'r \ • U "teJ . ! ·• ; ,o,t, e to tho 111<-nl• in, ii., 1 ua. ,1:,.e:,•11. ,' ,·t'1
11

1~~o,e. 111 Stutes ''! l ~OS, i., 12i ; "it h 1 •• , • • • 1 1 , ucn-thc ~onap~rlt", ,., 14.7; onr,luulowed 1~"•. 11
·• :Jib; ~J•pl1rs to ti,~ thr·ee 

t
by Nh a,

11
,oleon, i., J 77 ·, !'•"-••·• nc,n,.,1 1•11_ "" era lo JJ1<•Jro1c ii 39•>. I• t f I I <- tl11, Go\"crn , .'. ·• - ' ,,, o <! e nn, s of the lfou, l,onto, i 1 ~ . 1 X , ors 01, 11., Al'J>••ndix No. 

lSP'(olintio11s with, 88 to Dound~ry' i' Tl • ·, P· l,o!l. 107; Ren,lutio11 in i "C". \ ' ·• 10111n'\ l>:1vid Letter of. •• 1" of Texas to 
O 

R j' ~ 1

"' '! 1 "''.l't tor11ey•Gtn~~al, ii. 74 'II., -

5
; .At• :l33. pen • ut1011s "tth, 11., Thompson, C',1ptni11 ~n11turerl 1 8 · d t 11 :"I o 1 ' nn, sent 'panror s mnrch upon the ~nb" • '. • e,r r eM1P, i., ;,,51; 

132; Exl'ul•ion of, from iiexi:i• ;·• I lhor~J••or), Ge!••_ml Wnrl,(v, rle•pntrhe,1 ~liS. • ·• ~• • pec,nl \11111~1.(>r to Mexico J 1. p 
~f'""!'h ninfT, or Trinidnd i 

1
.,

8 
,. ,<l,•r,t Tyler, ii, 343. • '. rca• 

Spl:1n~,I~ lteg1!l~tio~nP, i., 01 '; 1-:.x17edition ~~·t';jeTor~e~," ~12:~Lt)ij of, i., 1 Oi; second o _.., 1 ourt 1 ; I •• 1., __ 
!'lint" of C.,a1:11it',1 n~,l Texos, i "31 I :f,l~seolnn Coloni~t,,, i., 79. 
::il,·r;11c, .\dolphul\ ni,ls i~ r,,i;ir7g ti ol~~• ~ot ,Jo~ Ah•ar,;1, Sketch or. i. 1-ew Or}~""" Grny-. ii., 23. ,e . 't •:·11te,i nt the Me,linn. i., 17t'. '-t~wart, < hnrles B., ·ecrdnn• of ~I t f;" ther 1-.Uorts to rnise Troo1,, i. 178: 

In~ nt 'nn F,•lip,• i Sil.·:,; :• • T 'es rb tl,o ltepul,lic~n'\ i lb''• ' to Go\'t>rnor ~rnirii. ii, a1' ~ t:Cre iry , ,olucn, Pinn of, i .. 362. ., ... 
l") :• ,s!!r, Jn'.uea A.., coi,t'ure~ !-i,rnla An• {~;:i~•~;j•/~r tor?'~ i., ~17. ro, "·• 14.u. hnn~ . . ':'~ ., tr11pr.-011c.l at Ana-' . . . '. ,., :.!91, Letter· to ,TnmP!t Howift 
'lnmprco, Failure in the Descent on ii ~ :ll,l_; C!

1Jlltrrcft n Ct1b,,l/a,J,1 nt ~a~ 30. . • ·, Ii nlu!~•o, 11., 18; or,lered t.., Snn f'e• 
TeFI, _C,,ptmn Henry, Corn,ni~ioner to Jj3 "·• 49; ~nt loy Go,·,•rnor :--rnith • rl:sula with ,,,nt,1 .\.nun's Tre11lv ii f f cxnr-1 11,~re kill~_tl, ii., 1,0; L<'tler JG;,. • , ·• 0,, r~rn t. 1e Alamo, 11., 7tl; Lett~r l< 
:degr:n1,h, Xew•p•p<·r ii. l no ··75 ~aunrn, 11., 78; Letter to the l'r~i rt'_n,,r·rr,, <'Rptain, drive'n f;

011; A" h • T.' ent of !he C~~vention, ii., 'i9. ,., 337. un un~, 'l'rensnr_v-~otei,, 11., 217 2U ""6 331 T J) r.•11I ~I p • ' • -
0 

• • • T <!l':u,, on D,uningo, Go,-ernor i. 4 5 :M •: r:, .. nvnlR Agent of TexM in ~rnu, Ot·nernl, Uo1nrnn11Jnut • r' '. • t':tlCO, 11., 806. 
E:1stP1·n ~t,iteto, i. 27,1. ar·r-•· 0

, 1 
1
1
he rr,1•;~ty of Utrt'clhl, in 1713 i oo. of t I • -, ... .,~..1ft1f!~ J'nn • 1... • '., , ti t 18 ,1111,l-Cornrnisaioner i .. - 5 . II ."• 111 

,
31, 1~ Ul; of Aix-111-Chn-•, ·r Is hi,11.elf, i., 300. ' ·, _, ' J>e, ,;'. rn 1;4~, i._, 9:!; of !'ads, in 1763, 

lex:!•• fir-st Populntion, i., 25. first I '·• •1- 1 of_l uri., 111 1783, i., 102; secret IIOL:ruut", i., 1:i; Name of. i• 50. o"~· trrw ft.•rr1ng Loui•illnl to Fr:tn(!f" i' ginRI Ownertlrip of. i ,;9·: " ' :
1
1• I !6: of A1nient1, in I 80·1 r. 117 .' of 

0 I , I ' ·• -· ' -~{•:tni t l'urch•·b f Lo • • • ~ • ' r< yr rnr l H: R~duction of. t 4,. ~ o m•111n11, 1., l lK; of Cor• ln,lrnn Town of, i., 62, H· 'r~~t ~• I do,,~, 111 18~1, i., 207; with the (',i. 
B~oun,!nry or, i., 80; Curnm:rc~ o/i~ I rnukawnP.S, •·•. 22ti; of Boundu,· he• 1 r03, t., !15; Trad~ with Nutch '. )wee:1 tl~e U1111.e<I ::;1ntea11nrl Mt:':.ico. 
ltl6 ! tl,,~r·i h,)S in 1S()tl, i., ISti. ~;

0

1::_ 111 !8~8, !·• 266; C?n,mercin1 with tho ulntron 111 J8or. ·1 1
•
8

. C 
1
. ! I 

1

1 nrtcJ St h.'11, r,•1ect~,1 ii a!l'. of • • • ., o) , on, 1t1on of. \" J 1' ., ' ., .. -. t ~n I SI 0, '·• ISS; surr;n,lered to '-paii; A• use'.'! .Aloy l t, 1836, with Snnta 
in 1810,. i., 198; D,•pnrtmeut • .. r . 1111"• 11

·• y1•e11di~ l\o. Y., p. 626; \ 23:!; U111tcJ Stntes trie8 to I 11' ,., of Annexalton, April 12 1Sl4 reJ'•rt,. . 21' fi nu·r nsc •~I ii 428 '31 • ' '·• 1 t,; . 11'&1 oppot'ition to .\I xi • • : ·• • .... • • T!'"OI"': '·• 281; D~1u•rl111~nt .( en!!' Tnn1 l~d, ,. Mrlrtary ::-Lnlion in 1812 i. n,I, , ''ti''• !Jk 'd . 0
, 

11• HIil. • • Annn° i~ •1~~{., / ~:n~
1

. esco·,,r,,~1
1
1 ~~••Lr• Troop@, Spnni h, in Te:.u i 76· among ) • -, ·1 .,..,.,, 1 J, ntns c1 ti ~( • • . • ., ·• , >er llurou wi1h Cuuhuiln i 

301
. 11 • 1 1~n•r1e•, 1., 75; )lcxicnn Reg-

~rst l_t~rnlutionnry Me.•ti;,.,·•i . • ,tl_nr, cles11r1c,I for l'~x11s, i., 2r,4, 272; a29; Sun ta Anon'• P inn for '.:'ul,?• 1., I ~t ,l,r·c,I to Texn•, 1., 3:18. opposed, 
u ~ugn- 1., a 12. ' j 
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T ,1mcr, <'aptffin .\mn n, nrrh ea wi h I Yie• rin, $~ttl,rnrnt or, i., 25:!. 

14 

his_ Co1.np.111~,• ii .. 1_~4. , I Vi;-.i<•.1, Go_v• rnor. nt_h ~l l.8 to unite the T" 111-S1gter11, I h,•, 11., 1 !3. l, oplc, 1., :J:l I ; l11s l h,;hL from !lion• 
T) ler, l're i,l,•111, his Po ition, ii., :I IG; I rim n, i., 335; nn hes utSnco,,doct.es, 

hi ... sh ou;_?; Texns Messa.!<\ ii.1 417 ; ii., 70. 
0 

Care for Text<, ii., 431 ; npprons of Yillescn", CoromAndant of the Pr~ idio ,Joint 1te-olulion of ,\uue,ntion, ii., ,I,, ltio Gr11ule, i., -It!; F11th , r-in-law 
4-1.'J. or !-L Deni~. 

Volunl<era encourn~c<l t,y the Co·,Hn• 
tio11

1 
ii., 72; Anivnl of, nftt-r th-, B,1 .. 

tic oflhe~htof ,\pril, 1,37, ii., 167; 
Or,lt r in 1S37, in re-, ,r1l to, ii., 20~'-

\'un, i,, J,i,,utennul, desert.a from th~ 
Enemy, ii, 26. 

U-ral'll'lc:he:t,C())ontl no1nini<',<'«.Hnmn11,ls 
nL Y cln .. •o, i.. 2it; clt•font~tl lh-:rei, i., 
:iss; r~11lies t, tho .\let•ling of .Inly 
17, I :l;;, i., 3 l l ; ordt•l':-1 th~ :u rt>.SL of 
•h,• 'J\•xun 1~nd1)1""" i., :.Jt5; \\ rilt>! t,, 
An•tln nfter the ll 1Ule of Gonzale•, 
i., :HJ.,; .1,ftl'••tchc,1 by C"• tn Mnt:t· V,ar ,l erforc I hy Frnncc ngatn t :--pnin, mor,~ fur ..-\icl. ii., IG; reinforces Co", i., 07; nf tlu.• Succ,'"'"lion, in Eur(lpt', ii., :n. i .. un; in the Amer1cnu C4.Jlooies, in 

Unit.:,! !-t.~le11, ControY~r y with ~pnin 17~~. i., \•~; (: ,cl,111 in, l'l 111 or, i., 
•l~ tH Boun,lu,-y, i., 10:!; cl.tim.., thd J:;:l; Pr ,gre ~ of, i., lti3; J:ull of, i., 
N 11 ,·i •n1 i,111 of I h•• :\I is i-~ipJ ,i, i., I 03: 17:,; Pm·Ly ftir, i11 T,·x t-.11 i., ~3~; '" hnt. ·, ,,; .. tintiuns with spain '" to B ,u.,d· exci~,I the 111, i.. :ll\1; C,,uucrlol~ ii., 111. 
nry, i., I \17 ; De i.,:11• of. fc ,re I by W ,r llrll, ,-. to or, ii., 860. 
lkxrc<>, i, 2itl; 1' xnn {.:o11,·e11tio11 \\':ilker, Jtol, •rt ,J., Ltfo1·ts in Bchnlf or 
AJ•J' ,ls to the I', (lp1e of, for Ai.l, ii, T xa-, ii., ~fJ'-. 

73; :,.yn,p 1thy thert1 for 11',•xn•, ii., Wnr I, :ilnj,,r Wil!i,m, nrri,es nt :-,n 
Hiti; ln,truc ions to 1:c11 rnl (hiucl!, Felipe with one l,1111,lrc,I n11J twcJ.,.u 
ii., 167 ; I>,ffercnc •, with M •xicu, 1i., lle111 ii., ◄ !I: 8 r t lo Ref tgio, ii., 87 ; 
~00; 'Troops of, at. i\aco-,;dochc~ ii, 8\,rreml 1e,l, ii., 8~. 
\!1)1 ; r:tfor1s i11 Bd111lf of :-.-rnt.~ J'i• 1 W et,b, ,hme, Cornmil!ioner to )foxico, 
Pri~onerl\ ii., 312; jc.tllous ur (it'tH\l ii., :HS. 
Brit 1111, ii, 1 6; Jeep lnkreit in Tex- West wr, <la}'tnio, commands :ti I.i11nn• 
u•, ii., .ur,, titln11 1 ii, lt•. 

U1oeh11r, .\1, l P., 11r,•otinti11;; Trcoty of \\'h 1rton, J l,n .\., IA'tL~r lo Ilo11~1011, .\.11n1 x1tlio11, ii., •125. in 1~1.1, i., 3 ~ mo,~e, for n Call of 
Um:,n, «cner"1 ,lo (o, arriv~ nL Mata• n n,n~rnl C>1111cil, i., !l-11; Chnirn1M1 

morn~, ii., tjj; c.,pturc~ ~nn P,tt1·icio, uf thf! Comwitt eon the l>eclnr,1lion1 

ii, St: rlcfe ,ts Ornnt nt A •1i,1 Tllllt·,', ii., 12; .\ •enl. to .;'icw Orl~an"- ii., 36; 
ii., S4; t: ~r• ltcfu\!io, ti. , 110; A •r,e- ,\ttempL to release J,i, Brothc•·, im-
llH!III. with 1":inuiu. ti., 9ti; 111 na, ILJH!C 1,1 i4on, ,1 nL .lln.Lnnorwi. h., ~I G ~ his 
on th, Retreat to )IRta111or11s. ii., lG:!; l>cnlh, ii., 250. 
rem.,,·e.J from the <.:<,mmnn.J of the Whnrt m, Wilh un JI., Commi.sioner to ArmV', ii., ~02. the Uuik•l St.ntt'~. 1i., 14: Prisi,lt:nt • of the Con,·o,,tiuu oC IS:J3, i., a11s; 

Vnn Buren, Mnrtin, Views on Anncxo.- rnpture,l, ii., :.!12. 
Lion, ii., 4~0. \\'ill.i11<011, lleuc1·nl Jnm~ ;\larch upon 

V1111 7..tnM, 1>1:1nr, Di~ru«ions with the tho :--.11,ine, i., 1;;:i. l nite,1,., ,le•, it., 30li; 11egoti111t s the Willinmt1, ,John A., takes pnrt ni;11i11~t 
Tl'er-t,· uf ,Anncxntion, ii., 42ft 'fcxn.:., i., V-10. 

V,•<lovn; Altorury-Gcncr.11 of ~lcxico, Willin11111, ~,uuuel ~!.. Comrn,S$ionrr lo i., ~-1. 1,nr,•hnsc Vt~ ol•. ii., 2-lv; ,::,-nt, lo .ir• 
Vehlin, ,Joi,cph J'mprC$nrio, i., 252. rnn"e tho Armistice, ti., -114. 
Velos •o, 'l"rcnty .,r, ii.\ ~\ppendix Xo. Willia111soo, It M, hiutirr111,; Address, 

Y .. 1'· 5:,rn; B1lltl I ul, I., :.w 1-. i., :l:1~. Vera t'1-uz capt 1 d LJ th J'rench, ii., Wull, G,•n,rnl ,\,l1·i,1n, ron10• within tho ~5~. Tex:io l.in~, aft r tbe Battle c,f San 
\'ic.·roy of ~[,,,icu lnkes~leps to n,•cnpy ,J11.,into, nn,1 is dctuineJ, ii, I &4; nn• 

Tc.u$, i., H; Ca a l'llcrtc. I., s J; llur• 11ou11,•cs I he It s11111ption or Jlost iii• 
ignrny, i. Hi; ,· ne.;.1,;, 1., 148. ti~ ii., 4:lt. 



Wv11U, {',0]011el, ar1ives wilh two Corn
j,anie,, ii., Hf. 

" Yellowaloo,," Steamer, r resseJ int.o 
& r\ ic<', ii., I !l5. 

Y u,•nt,111 1leclorcs her lndPpeoJence of 
.\le.,ir.o ii., 31,; Te.tu tr..-nta with her, 
ii., :li t!. 

;,:,,~atl){"ft._ State of, refusea t.o ackoow- I 

IPdge tho P IRn of Cuernnacn, i., 829; 

!•er ~:~op ~fofeat~<l l,y 81111tn .\nno, 
ID 18.,,, J., v31. 

Z,nnln, Lor,•nzo T>., i., 313; arrivea in 
Tcxa!I, i., llH; r,nr11ued by 8nn1a An
ttn, i, :;:?J; auggc~t.a A Genernl Con
~nlr11tion, i., 3,H ; ~lertPd Vice-Prc.•i
<1,nt ad int~ri,,1, ii., 74 ; joins the 
Te.\an Anny, ii., 116; his Death, ii., 
~O:.!. 
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